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* ' The ‘Preface to the Header, 

B Ruty Light is fweet, and a p leaf ant thing it is for the 
eyes to behold the Sunne 3 O but much more plea- 
iant for the eye of faith to fee the Sun of righte- 
onfneffe : that light of life, Blcfled, may we fay, 
Cycs.yvhich fee this Sun fhine fo glorioufly from the 
bofpetif and' though through glaffes, yet fuch as are, arid 
will be kept from breaking by that prefence of Chrift pro- 
miikihis. Miniftcrsof the Gofpcl to the end of the World 
whom he calls, the light of the world. Happy art thou, O 
'gnglandy \yhcre it hath been day-light thefe hundred years, 
and- God-forbid that wee lhould expofe our felves to 
that the condemnation) in loving darknefe rather then light. 
If we fhorten this our day, certainly it will be our death. 
An evil generation therefore is that, whole hellifli princi¬ 
ples prompt them utterly to extinguish all our burning and 
ftjf/ng Lamps , by draining out all their oil 3 and lo are 
thole children of the night, whofe hellifli pra&ifes at¬ 
tempt the blowing out of thefe lights that do difeover 
their deeds of darkneflc, and becaufe they cannor(no more 
then beckon the Snnne from the skic) their breath is fpent 
in curling them as freely, and fiercely,as the Ethiopians 6 o 
the Sun for fcorching them. If this continue, fad arc our 
fears, left our 'Sun be not far from fetting: and we take up 
that lamentation with Jeremy , Wo unto ns for the day goeth 
away, for the Jbadows of the evening are ft retched out. 

Neither arc the Symptomes of tlisonely in the profeffed 
difa vowing of the Miniftery, by men of corrupt minds^repro- 
bate concerning the faith , and who have put ft way a good con¬ 
ference 5 but alio in the dark lives of many of thofewho 
feem to affefi Gofpel-light, and yet walk not honeftlyas in 
the day irejoyce in the light, yet wall^not as children of the light. 
Nay amongft the beftare not notions profecuted more then 
pra&ife ? and our light like the Moon’s without h cat > y ea , 
and whereas the Father of lights hath letup his Candlc- 
ftick amongft us, that we might do his work; we rather do 
our own, making our felves, and not him our end. The good 
Lord in mercy make all his to face About towards himfelf; & 
no face one another,as the Cherubims over the Mercy-feat. 

Reader, our advice to thee is,to do thy duty,though many 
othersncgleft theirs: Blcflc God there are fo many windows 
to let in light unto thee,& pray that they may beyet clearer, 
to give in dayly new light (thou knoweft we fpeake not in a 

fanatick 


The Preface to the Reader. » 

fanatick Dialed) we mean, frefh, and fuller difcoveri^TofGb^ 
fpel-myfteries; whereunto thou wilt finde this Authour hath 
made no fmall contribution,by thefe his Annotations upon the 
fmall Prophets,from before which few have drawn the curtain 
fo far as he -, open therefore the Cafement in reading,and much 
light maybe Jet into thy mind to underftand things that have 
been hid from thine eyes,or feen but dimly. 

Wc need not commend the Authour, all his works fpeak him 
to be a werkptan that needeth not to be afhamed, an Interpreter one 
among a thoufancl : wc may fay of him, as Cyprian*o Cald. Adeo 
exercitatus & in Scrip turn peritus, ut cante omnia, & confnltb ge- 
rat. Origcn fpeaking of the Prophets, calls them Bees, and their 
I rophefics honey-combes, this Expofitor God hath made skil- 
full both in hiving and exprefling. 

This friend of the Spoufe, prefents her here with more new 
borders of gold, enamelcl andfetout with fp angles offilver, wrought 
upon a precious part of holy Writ, which he hath bcauti* 
fied with variety of humane Learning. And left thy heart fhould 
rife again ft this exprefllon ; give us leave to tell thee, that * 
though many in thefe laft, and worft, and wofull dayes j fcoffe 
at the learned Languages, and Arts and Sciences, as the Fox in 
the Greek Epigram, difparag’d the fair and ripe grapes, be¬ 
caufe they were out of his reach 5 yet there is a neceffity of 
them, for the right dividing the word of truth which is 
evinced by a man approved 5 who between derogating from 
the al - fufficiency of Scripture ( which is facrilcdge, and blaf- 
phony) on the one fide, and detracting from the worth of fa-k** 
Univerfity Learning(which is an Anabaptiftical frenzy) on the 
other fide ; layes down the truth in the middle, in this Apho- 
rifme: Scripture is of it felf abundantly fifficient for us, but we 
are not fufficient for it, without the help of Arts and Liber all Sci¬ 
ences: we cannot fufficiently conceiveor declare the works of 
God without ?iaturall Philofopby , nor Law of God without 
morall, nor his Attributes without Metaphyfickle, nor thedi- 
menfions of the Ark, and Temple without the Mathematicks , 
noi the fongs of Sion without Muftch^ and Poetry: wee cannot 
Interpret the text without Crammer, analize it without 
Logics ,prefTe and apply it without Rhetoricl^Thefe it hath fee- 
medgood to the holy Ghoft to ufe in the Penning of Scrip¬ 
tures, to fhew their ufefulneffe in their opening 5 and who can 
underftand, or expound Prophefies already fulfilled, and to 
be accompliflft,without infight into prophane Hiftory. As for 

knowledge 




__ The ^Preface to the Trader. 

knowledge in the Tongues, he deferves to have his ton^u^ut 
out that dares but mutter a word againft it: dulcimex ipfofome 

There are indeed divers Cautions, and Directions, given bv 
the ancient holy Fathers, in the ufe of humane Learning which 
this learned, godly Writer hath exactly obferved .• For he hath 
purg’d and cleans’d it, cut off the bond-womans hair, pa¬ 
red her nayles, and walhed her with Sope ; his chief care being 

not ■nx.M.ySv, but 3 *u*s,i as it is not only but allots*™**. 

In him ( to ufe the words of that divine Poet) doStrine and 
life, colours apd light combine and mingle. He doth moreover 
fubject and make humane Learning fubfervienr to Divine 
And finally ufeth it moderately, without alteration • and mo- 
deftly without oftentation. 

If we fhould now work an Embleme of this giver in his gift, 
brought unto the Spoufe of Chrift, as that reverend,learned’ 
pious Doctor did upon his four Treachers, and apply all his 
images and mottos to this Author, they that know him, and 
have heard him, and fecn his conftant converlation, would 
C we prefume ) juftifie our judgement: but we forbear ; onely 
taking leave ( before we take leave of thee ) to fuper adde 
thus much to our thoughts of this Book: Thatthough in his 
former Commentarieshe hath done excellently, yet thisexcel- 
leth them all, as in other things, fo in this efpecially, that the 
Text is expounded more largely, and large fatisfaftion given 
to the Reader in the fence of the wordjwhich well becommeth 
a work of this nature. So that here is not onely work for the 
ftudies of young Divines but thegraveft may ask eounfell of 
this Ehhu, who is fofull of matter, the Spirit of God within 
him conftraining him thus to layout himfelf for thegood of 
the Church Private men alfoif they pleafe to take the pains, 
here may find what will very much both profit and delight 
Let us requeft a concurrence of thine, with ours, and the pray¬ 
ers of many, for this Reverend and worthy Author, that hec 
may five Jong and long a burning and Ihining light, and bee 
enabled ( by the influence of Divine beams) before hiscyes be 
dofed, to open the reft of holy Scripture, which we hope is his 
P?H>,f nd ? re f ure is earneft defire, and expeftation 
of lus fellow brethren : And that his path may bee as the/lining 
light that Jhineth more and more unto the perfect day a 

His and thine in the fervice of Chrift, Bryaw 

Coventry, Auguft ><A rt* oWW Orel, 


Chr'fihtn Reader, 

T Hough an Atteftation from me to this work, is- but to light a candle to the Sun, 
the Auchour being fo well known, and approved of in the Church of Chrift 
by hi> former laboursyet out of my refpedt to the Authour, and defire of thy pro¬ 
fit, I thought fit to tell thee, that befides the goldep Eloquence, fweet Similitudes, 
and fitly applied Hiftorics, which thou fhalt find interwoven thorow all this Work, 
thou fhalt meet with more for Expofition and opening of the difficult Texts in this 5 
then in molt of his former CommentariesAnd there is no Verfe thorow all thefe 
twelve Prophets, upon which he hath not faid fomething. And that which may 
make ihis Work more defireablc is, that there is very little in English , written 
upon tliD portion of Scripture: Befides the Auchour is now grown Aged, and fo 
better experienced in this kind of writing then formerly. In the latter part of this 
Book, thou (halt meetwich a Treatifc, called The Righteous mans Rccompence , upon 
Mai. q. 16, &c. which therefore is fitly annexed to the former. The fub/e<ft is 
moft Divine, Comfortable, and Ncceflary, full of prafticall Divioity, and matter of 
daily ufe for every Chriftian. The manner of handling it, exceeding dclightfull, con¬ 
cerning which 1 may fay with the Poet, 

Omne tulit puncinm qui mifeuit utile chtlci. 

J prcfiimc that I fhall need to adde no more, but to requefl: thee, to joyne thy pray¬ 
ers with mine to the God of heaven, that he would prolong the Authors life, that he 
may go over the reft of the Bible, as he hath already begun, and to fubferibe my f'elf 

From my {ltidy in Threedneedle Thine in the Lord, 

firect.pl/jl 27 th 16)4. * Sa: Clarke. 


1011N r RAP 

Anagr. 

HARP on it. 

So fweet is Scripture Harmony that V he 
Bring it to argue it’s Divinity. 

But jet we underftand the Afufick. letter 
When you HARP ON lT,botb by note & letter- 
We think, you finger t ellwand if J on will. 
We Shall entreat yon to HARP ON IT fiill. 

S. Clarke, yf. At. 

To the Reverend. Ml f. Trap 3 upon his 
Commentary, &c 


To the Reverend Mr. J.Trap, upon his 
Commentary , 

John Trap J 06 ! in part. 

John Trapped5 Partin hope. 

And was I fo mifiruftfull as to fear 
There Would no more <3/Trap in Print appear ? 
Oh ! now I fee ’twos but IN PART fin pledge; 
What we received before, was but to edge 
Our appetites , So't hath.We like and wijh 
We might feafi every day on fuch a dijh. 

Alay you live to complete this work,: for tt’r 
Love that good fiuit flsould ripen on the tree. 
Tie fear no more,but that whifa heavens favor 
Lends you to «5 ,joule freely give jour labor. 
*T is our new treafurejhough"t be Jour oldft ore. 
Farewell .but yet I PART IN HOPE of more. 


J, Clark: A. M. 








In Eruditum Autorem. 

]_J v c!seas We magma, qui lu fir is affine 
flu^tuordccim Lingiu profcjfor Sdrill a erat 
sle.uleminrnm in aiura nojh.itmm 
he p.irtutmn capitis inter m.tjculos 
Scitofqne f(i't n <, Istct Lucent quant Attn lit 
yihcjaot Prophetar/ttn wmorttm, qi:os vocant 
Dor.ayit , O ft ( gf TtS t tg !t.i fslputs 
Ardi xtififquc not a [uncut eaiLi j 
Non C'vl 'u urn ant e copras Line emigrant 
A uxtjfct, 'jl.an <]n,im Prophet a omnibus. 
Saltern minor ib n, fuam ealiginem 
Sic p*orfts excmijfct Interpret facer. 

fluibm tile rantoperl [no mcrito placet , 
Adefe, T RAPP 1 has pag in as evol vitt \ 

Ac j-’c funs'-as crudity omnibus 
P,i -jut grata* clique Livckei fuit 
O.'tf.'^.imiert any mm quo p.tuculos 
x ms Proihitii rlano-is reddidit. 

.dir us aLer PR dp PUS ; Ah tor Vivid hs: 

'■ Liberty jtf. Libra fehx fuisi 
■ ritq'sc pi.- -i-K piii t t/ra.'ntibfiS 
rhpamque flnrimiim ditnntibus. 
fori r.rctjfc eft Mario, /*• hi Patri ; 
altera, divina fic pandintibus 
\cla, ftc docent thus, fic emheis, 

Aetas fiit Hr a eft quanta Vivaciffimis. 

Thoaus Dugard. A.MfR.B, 


ns et ft mein ’WwT^tt*, l^i vav 
J If opirmv tt.Czia-ru.TK i^nynn. 

’IJx, iau'jfJv ileimn.a u-;i£ovtf 
n^si f liras oi im'-ioinc K'ttdy.u'ti. 

Kal yhs) ‘IwTitt dtiv hi IXcLrcvif • 

-j f/.»Sa.(xws dry clfV ViPouiV. 

Xrt'p TfttT-!7K*l ,U«^/.0O-pSSThV, oPwp ? *'o©- a 
TUvvt.i, cictsc;r!v(Q-, dy.v/uay, st/pwjf, 

’StsIum.T& y (ofr ocJy-ctt, £„ rrtAovAy 
'A-arm-w. ys tA v t o&, f, T & -rr:w(.ti) 

T«t«< ixtLvoya; mynlny.t 

nbrits Tiirusa Tix-upat Wtr /Mt?oVd.f, 

’Au-tuv oy.aU>( 075 cr/.iJ'd.ons tiy oy.oTty, 

Kcu sroAi lyctdeif d.fnsffn <aesff%Xoymf 
©hw }S dfosu 'teyexiu zpteiistntt. 

Keu dyJdyovrm vrhpvM ^tMa»do/* 6 t 7 «t. 


Tim. Dugard. A.M.R.g, 


A Table of fuch Texts of Scripture as in the An¬ 
notations on the twelve Minor Prophets, and in the 
Treatife annexed, are occafionally explained. 


Chap. Verf. Page. 

G Enefis 37 - 35 - J will go down to the grave tom) fonmourning . 581 

Levic.i9.14. Thou /halt not curfe the deaf , &c. I am the Lord 8 c 8 

Numb. 11.15. Mofet f aid, l pray thee kill me out of hand 240 

_23.21. God feetb no iniquity in Jacob, nor tranfgrefton in Ifrael 927 

Dcut« 3 2. 6. Do you thus requite the Lord , 0 foolifb and unwife people 109 

_ l ,. As the Eagle carrieth her young ones on her Kings 578 

I Szm.J.6.met together at MUpeth,dreW water and poured it out before the Lord 803 
2 Kings *18.4. Heccekiah brake the brazen ferpent , and called it Nchufhtan 43 4 

I Chron. 17.23,24,25. See hoW David improves Gods promifcyand works upon it 390 

I_ n.iz.And there came a writing to him from Elijah the Prophet 392 

2 — 34,28. Thou fljalt be gathered to thy grave in peace 2 28 

Ezra 2.62. therefore thej Were as polluted put from the priefihood 6zz 

Nchcm.3.16. And to the houfe of the mighty 57 9 

Efth. 8.7. Becaufe he laid his hands on the Jews 373 

Job 13.10. He Kill furely reprove you, if you fecretly accept perfons 645 

— 14.17. Ml tranfgrefton is fealed up in a bagge 101 

— 38.31 .Carft thou bind the fweet influences of Plttadesysr loofe the bands of Orion 253 
PfaI-5.3 • In the morning Will ldirettmy prayer to thee, and lookup 176 

— y. Tide .Davids Words concerning Cufh the Benjamite 287 

_32.4.5. for day and night thy hand was heavy upon me 607 

_36.1 j2,3,4- the tranfgrejfton of the wicked faith within my heart 8 o 5 ,botf 

_ ^ lyzlvraife waittthfor thee ,0 God,in Sion , unto thee (ball thevoKbe perfor.Sgi 

-—68.21. He fhail wound the hairy fcalp of fuch an one asgoeth on in trefpaffes 8/0 
— 76.3. there he broke the arrows, the fbield , thefwordand the Battle 211 

— 12. He cuts of the (pirit of Princes 513 

80.2,3,7. Stir up thy ftrength,and come and fave us 676 

V. 3. * Turn us again O God, and caufe thy face to fhine and we fhail be faved 
_ y _ t h m H s again O God of hofts, and caufe thy face to [bine and We fhail be faved 
... 102.13,1 4 - Thou fhalt arife and have mercy on Sion for ihefet time is come > 

_„_V. , 4 .For thy fervants take pltafure in her ftones,and favour the duft thereofJ 5 > 

_! i 6. I. Hove the Lord becaufe he hath heard my voyce 608 

— 119.56. This had J becaufe I kept thy precepts 6 84 

Prov. 5.18,19. Rejoyce with the wife of thyyouth,let her be as the loving hind 652 

— 10.25. As the Whirlwind pafethjo is the wicked no more 393 

_I,. 7i when the wicked man dieth,hutxpettation (ball perifh 256 

— 24.25. But to them that rebuke him fhail be delight 701 

Ecdef.7.16,17. Be not righteous over-mnch, neither make thy felfover-Wijt'f 

_Vcr 17. Be not over-much wicked, neither be thou foolifb J 

— I2.II. The Words of the Wife are as goads and nay Is .'816 

Catit.2.14. That art in the clefts of the Rocks,in the ftcret places of the flairs 582 
: —4.9. Thou haft ravifhed my heart, my ffttr and my fpoufe 826 

Efaiah 25.11. He (ball ((read forth his hands as he that fwimmtth 243 

1 . 1( 5 !$, They poured forth a prayer when thy chaftening was upon them 110 

— 3c r. They are but vaine words , 1 have counfell , and ftrength for warre 5 27 

— 5 4. \. / yeill lay thy ftones With fair colours,and thy foundation With Saphjrs 49 
— 66.1 «*20. And J Will fetaftgne and fend toTharfbifb Pull and Lud 623 
Ezek.15.34’^6. Thy birth and thy nativity is of the land of Canaan, &c . 920 

— 16. ft. T\fii U haft data m) children, and delivered them to the fre 214 

— 29.lt Every head was made bald , and every (boulder was peeled 3716 





A Table of Scriptures ExplaineiT! 

Chap. Ver£ ~ ± -—— 

Pa 

7 a t e ! bo “ flick, and write upon it for f u dab 
“- 3 -I 4 - Is n true/) Shadrach Meflaach and Abednero dc ? r ' tntton 
' “ I * “°* y eW f° on »the fig-tree withered a\\ a y 


J-' rtju agutnjt nation 

S ;} ^^ a 

s s ?i 

I rim.1.14. The grace of God »« , xm dim abundant Sz2d 

HeV m s ', fc ' V eon f c * e ” cet feared with a ho, iron '« 

i~r f; /?»'« % 

s 

=» ^ 

:;: „■£ /0 *f •/ ^ ^ **« /««« /«, ** 

2 I .l6. Hemeafttredu iaooo furlongs J 2 ^4 


Books formerly publifted by this Authour. 

J GwT."*"’ and th = *««* — Mom: in , Tzeztife „ poB 

3 of'the holy T ,m'pt r u e rcs & : C Out ofifT^.T^™ 5 ** D,vi,,i ^ a,,d Excellency 

Iccond Editio”rmichcnlargcdbv theA^rh^’ and ] t *’ e ACl ‘°f t,,r A t‘P>“. The 

4 A Commentary „po n ,uX J 00 .'’ a °„1 Primed in Fo1 ' 

together with a Decad "f Commin-pla« ° P ’ and upoa the RmUti °» ■ 


< a n CV4U or common-places. 

« A Commentary upm the hoT W*- “ f f C B °° ks of M ’f'‘- 

“'Mrs, andTs;,; iZ rmnsso ' Kmg **—= 


Proverbs Ar- 


Tliefe Books following are to be fold by P h i l e m o n 
Stephens at the Gilded Lion in Pauls Church yard. 


T f Ornlu.Decrera, Leges.Conftitutiones deRe Ecckfia- 

1 V"’ 01 bis Hiitanicj ab initio Chriftiana ibidem reli. 
r . ,r "Jl- S Cu,n an,K,rario »'fuis non minus pi;s. qnam 
opns Antiquiratis ftudiofis apprimei-raiiim 
L: utile a Hen. Speltr.ani F.cjtiitis. Kol. 

2 CloHar l im:trijdiriflin:imi.- in quo p.ifci Rhus, imam plurimi 
••nnaranrur it Hen. Sfelm&n. Foi. * 1)11 

5 13c non temeraudis Eceldib, Or of the Klplic and refpeft 
hurch **» to fce violated, written by S. Her. 

4 SoTv^° h0: , t0 ! ; ec T ch f d ’ cfrtain Earned Treat!f«,pro- 
FL afrm' i ' l °r'* d,, * by tb * ,aw « Nature.Scriprure, and 

test's*- ^ 

5 Pfalteriurii iXmdis Latme-Sa>:nnicum,a J.Spelmanno Ilen.p 
c turns Bibliotheca in lucent edirum, ubi ad fincm imiufcii- 

, ’-r. i ,r . CCCi> °F' , H‘if in animism pfalmi reptrinnrur.40 

6 Hie Left iscligioijjor ctitain learned TrtarifcE.md S c rmon«. 
whuarns largely ejplj ,r, e d the (um and principal htad‘ of 
rhe GofpcI, by Dr. Cr. William. . 

7 A i, C f n5 i liC ? taiy, ,?r C ‘ X P c ^ tK ” 1 on rIlc P f0vt rLs ofK Solomon, 

wile e the lirtcrall fence is chiefly confidered, rhe O; ipri^ll 
Hebrew lexis ourEnglifli Tranflitions, and Cliflicjil An- 
thoiiG are examined and confidered hy Michael Jermn Dr 
in JL/irmir y. pol. J 

s A pi .i^ticafi txpofition on 4 feleft F fahne'j vir.27. 84 8< & 
07.' y t! at godly and learned Divine, Tho PitjJm B.D 40 
9 An examination and confutation of the chief points of An- 
tmor.iiain.me, w.than anfwer 10 a pamphlet entituled. The 
h,’ ! ,’, : ° r ‘ir San ; df,tdn > idling the power of the Magiflrare 
^111 ci tin i-n,on cd conkicr.ee,-wricten by Tho Bedford B D.40 
!•', v,i -' A ' a *'Itrates power in matrers of Religion, ilatcd 
m I ,r "« 3 « c ‘- , 'n7R » Scripture grounds, with an anfwer 
to 3 |lob,,ft,cub a £ amfl the fame, by Tho. Cobber, of Lynin 
New Kuglai-iif. 4 1 

ji Clavis Aperalyptic.t, inn.v.k & infitis vefionum, charaftc- 
nbiisCrura D H- muidtrar.i mu cmr conmienr.in Apocalvpfin, 
t|Uil.u.-accelfit in hac tertia editione conjeftur* dc Goeo & 
Magogo, by f.f. Meii. 4 j 6 

1? A ciifeotirfe touching the true notion of the Lords Supper, 
airott’e union ol Chrift and the Church in a fliadow, bv R 
Ciidmrih, D. D. 4 1 

M A C***, oh the Lamentations of Jeremie, by Job, 

1 ^ Tl .vo/T*'t irt, \ 0rJ Tr «tife of Regeneration, in Sermons, 
by W Wheatty 4 lare of Ednbury 

The Chriflian conflift, fhewing the difficulties and duties of 
a Chrifti.in foulditr in his warfare, with the armour and gra¬ 
ces nccdury thereto, as alfo a difeuflion of the cafe of llfury, 
and depopulation, with the errors of the Antinomijuitis, by 
Tho. Bcntham. 4^ 3 

17 Alfo the fociety of Saints. A Treatife of Ciirihian good- 
telIow?,and good*lellowfhip, by the fame Author, in 4 - 
J8 A relation of the procedings of the Affembiv at Perth in 
Scotland, touching Divine worfhip, &c. in the yeer ioi8 

19 An exposition of the ten Commandemcms,by Mr. 7 Dot/. \ a 

20 Th e Doctrine of the Sabharh vindicated, by R.Bitield a- 
gunlithe Tenent of Mr. Ed Breremod. 40 

21 Cabans calamity, being a Pnericall relation of thedeftrov- 

jng of Tcrufalem by Titus Vcfr.ifian. 4“ J 

**nSi;i e s« 0 /^ eIi ? i ? n a « rt,(:d on 3 r a Convocation Holden at 
Dubhn in r c land, in the yeer id is in 4. 
V..™^%f ,T,acy in c,l " rcs Ecclefhflicall, fhewing how 

ssiitejKa: t ,m “*■ ,cn ' ii " 8,o 


%;I hc ,r° rkS ,r f ^-JMnOwen Dean ofCbrift-Church, and 
Vtcc-Chancclor of the Univerficy of Oxford. 4 ^ 
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EXPOSITION 

Of the Prophefie of 

HOSE A 


Chap. L 

al 

E jVord of the Lord‘s Not cunningly devlfcd fables^ 
or humane teftimonies, chat can make but a hu- *P«*-m 6 „ 
niane faith ; but the word of the everliving God y 
the Scripture that cannot he broken , John IO. 35. 1 Thef.2-.13. 
the very heart and foul ofGod , as G re gory cals it. 

That came unto Hofea ■] T he Lord is faid to Cor & arum 
come to Laban ; Abimelech , Balaam , &c. But he 
never concredited his word to any fuch profane 
wretches, as he did to the holy Prophets which have been fince the World began • of 
whom it is faid, as here, 7 he Word of the Lord came to Hofea, His name fignifiech Luke tf. - 
a Saviour : a fit name for a Minifler, whofe work it is to fave himfelfand them that 
hear him. To fave them if he can, Obad. 21. to deliver their fouls from going into x Tim.4.15; 
the pit, John. 24. to ptill them, ifpoflible, out of the fire, fude 23. to give them 
the knowledge of falvation by the remiffion of fin: to give it I fay, not by infujion 
(for that he cannot do) but by inftruttion 3 and that he mu ft indeavour to do, as Lu j. e _ 
this Prophet did ; then whom few Minifters ever ran fo long a race without ceJfatU 
on, or cefpitation, fo conftantly, fo touragioufly, fo unweariabiy. For he conti- j 
nued prophecying fixty five years at leaft, faith Parent ; feventy, faith Oecolampa- 
dins ; it is very probable fourfeore years, faith Mr Bnrronghes. The Hebrews fay 
ninty years, cjuibus mult a dixit qua non feripjit, wherein he uttered much more 
then he wrote. This we may eafily believe : for we have but the fhort 
Notes <x heads of his Sermons, and larger Difcourfes, which he feems alfo 
to have fet down for theufe of the Church in hisextream old age, whereof they 
carry a fmatch in thefhortnefleof hisfpeech, applied, as much as might-be, cothe 
meafure of his breath. Hence Hierom fitly calleth him, commaticum, & quafi 

A per 





per[ententiai loquentem, concife and fententious. Amputate loquitur fententias dr 
ViZlar Giftlin. verba ante expettatum cadentia, as one faith of Saluft; Multo eft verbis quamfenfu x 
deSalufl.flylo. reflriElior atque concifior, as another faith of Livy ; He fpeaketh much in few ; and 
Lud.Vtves. f eems to have more fentences then fayings. Theofner you read him the’more 

lipf.de 7 bHcyd. you may get by him : & nunquam tauten dimittat te fine fiti j and yet the more you ' 
get, the more you covet. Obfcure he is (as delivering things briefly) and fuch as 
will not be eafily acquainted with you, but upon further fuit: Hence that Epipho- 
nema in the perclofe of his prophefie, Who is wife, and _ he fisall Hnderfiand thefe 
things} prudent and he /ball \noVr them? But this rauft Waken and not weaken our 
more diligent fearch, not being content with the firft oar that offereth it felf to r 
our view, but digging deeper and deeper, till we become owner of the whole trea- 
fure, which will fufficiently pay for the pains. Wherefore fearch the Scripture, 
follow on to ktiow the Lord • get all the dimenfions of knowledge, which (now in 
the great abundance of the means we have) doth even bow down to us, as trees 
do that are laden with fruit, fo that a child may gather from them. 

thefon ofBecri ] That is, of a Veil that hath pure and dear water in it, and that 
never faileth; living water, as the Scripture callcth it, and not mixt with mud. Mi- 
i nifters ftiould be the children of Beeri, of a well digged by thediredion of the law¬ 
giver. Numb. zi. 17. whence people Ihould draw waters with joy, the pure waters 
of life, the unadulterated milk of Gods word • not troubled, brackifh, andfowrifh 
dodrines, fuch as the Popifh Clergy (called therefore the Sea, Rev. 12. 12.) dofet 
abroach, which rather brings barrenneffe to their hearers, and gnaws their entrals 
then quench their third, or caufe fruit. Thefe and all falfe teachers, make Gods 
flock drink that which they have fouled with their feet, Ezek. 34.19. yea, impoy-» 
foned with their hands: as the malicious Jews once caft bags of poifon into many 
wells here, to do mifehief, and were therefore banifhed the Countrey. Falfe do¬ 
ctrine is like a filthy pond, wherein fifti die foon, and frogs live long: it is like the 
Rev. 8.10,11. dead Sea, or the great falling-ftar, called WormWood ^ which made the third part of 
the waters become wormwood , fo that many men died of the Venters becaufe they were 
made bitter by that fon of perdition, who was himfelf the gall of bittemejfe, and 
bond of perdition. Who this Beeri was, it appears not in Scripture. It feems he was 
a man famous in thofe dayes among the Ifraelites (and is here named honoris gratia 
for honour fake to the Prophet) as Alexander and Rufus the fons of Simon the Cy- 
renian, were men famoufly known in the Church of the New Teftament: ;>nd 
are therefore but named only by S. Afarkch.is- si.The Jews have a tradition that 
whenfoever a Prophets father is named, that father was likewife a Prophet as well as 
the fon. And Beeri might be binominis , and have fome other name of more note: x 
Joel 1.1. like as Pethuel the father of the Prophet Joel, is thought by fome to have been Sa- 

Alfitd. muel, and to have been called Pethuel that is a perfwader of God, becaufe what 

he asked of God, he obtained. 

in the dayes ofVzz.iah, Jotham, Ahaz, &cfi\ A young Prophet he muft needs 
be (efpecially if he prophefied fourfeore years: See the the note above.) Haply he 
. began as early as did Samuel , Jeremy, Timothy , Origcr, or Cornelius Mu* : of whom 

1 '** Sixtus Senenfis teftifieth, that he was an admirable preacher at twelve years old.; 

ZJzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah~\ The Throne of Judah had fome enterchanges 
of good Princes: Jfrael none at all. The fame juftice therefore that ma Jfrael 
a fcourge to Judah, made AJfyria a fcorpion to Jfrael 3 as is here fet forth under 
the type of Hofea 1 s two laft children Lo.ruhamah , and Lo-ammi 3 whereof in 
their, place. Mean-while, this Prophet went through variety of conditions under 
fo many feveral Kings reigns (as did likewife Athanafitti and Latimer ) Jeroboams , 
(efpecially) the fecond of that name, and here only named, when fix other Kings f 
of Jfrael (in whofe time Hofea prophefied) arc not once mentioned,but lie wrapt up 
in the (beet of lhame, becaufe wicked idolaters, fuch as God took no delight in, 
and hath therefore written them in the earth. And in the dayes of Jeroboam the fon 
ofjoafif\ Not the fon of Ncbat, that ringleader of the ten Tribes revolt from the 
houfe of Dauid • but another little better, and yet very profperous and victorious, 

2 King, 14.25, 28. He reigned alfo fourty one years, and did great exploits: yet 
is Hofea fent to conteft with him, to declaim againft his fin and wickednelfe, and 
to proclaim heavy judgements againft him and his people. This the Prophet did 

for 


for a long while together with all fidelity and fortitude; when the Kmc wastri 
umphtng over Ins coem.es and the people were not only drunk, but even mad am in' 

h 7 rf ft I l° m r b hlS , COnCe ?P 0r / ar y fllnched when fent againft Nineveh Jwt Calvin ' 
cah the Morafthitc (another of Hofea’s contemporaries) prophefied in a 
of H' V kiab King of JM, and fpake to all the people rffi fe;? ' tl a 
faith the Lord of Hojbs, Zion JhaU bo plenghed like afldd, 2 d ■ 

come heaps , and the mountain of the hou/e , the high places of a fared 7G A A lit 

^kiahKin. of ?M and all Jadal’fat h 2 a! a/Jdef^c. 

He and Hojea, though they prevailed little with the people they preached to ’vet 
diey were better dealc with then the Prophet ii/iy (their contemporary too) ofwhom 
Hterom tels us, out of the Kabbmes, that he «r« fawn afundc?, becaufe'he S"! 
had fan the Lord: and fecondly, becaufe he called the great ones of? JukrJ? » ■ 

ces of Sodom, and rulers of Gomorrah, jfaiah r. 10. “ * ab > Hteron. m 

ferfe 2 The beginning of the word of the Lord by Hofeal Heb. In Hofea ■ to 
note, that the Lord was both in his mmd and mouth, in his fpirit and fpeech God 
fpake in him, before he ipake out to the people. His prophefie muft therefore ' 
needs be divine and deep. That's the beft difeourfe that's digged out of a mans 
ownbreaft, that comes dcorde adcor, from the heart to the hfrt: AndbSd ■ 
are the pleople (faith one) that have fuch Minifters, that (hall fpeak nothino/o 
but what hath been firft fpoken by God then ,: faying whh a 8 „d 

P rf «/, fVe believe, therefore have we fpoken : We alfo believe, and therefore /peak • we r- 
have experimented what we deliver: we believe and arc,fure, txJcodlZnusZa 2Cor - 4 ' ,? ' 
truths and that we preach cum gratia & privilege. The beginning ] Hence fome 
gather, that Hofea was the firft Prophet: Hofei videtur teZpore imMate Zl 
K'Zf ^^EcoUmpaduts Certain it is he began before Efay (becaufe he pro¬ 
phefied in the dayes or Jeroboam , who was before Vzziah) whether before A Jot nr 
Sme T ,S US there WES n ° Greek Hl ^ or y extant befor eHofia’s ™ W *- 

are all b^SS ^ 2" 2 °-* 

you. Samuel is counted the firft Prophet, Alts 3.24.^ but "Hofei was^tlieTrft^ VLtoinTim * c 
thofe that hved in thefe Kings dayes, and likely held outlongeft (fee the Note on 
T erfe 1 .) as did father Latimer , preaching twice every fabbath day thouoh of a 
very great age:; and nfing to his ftudy winter andfummer at two of the dock in ^ 
the mornmg. Others read the words thus. A, the beginning toh, 22 urd fo 2 
^Hofea he find to Hofea Inmfi/f , Go take unto tbet,&c. An uncouth precept ^and 

a lough beginning for a young preacher, whofeyouth might bedefpifed^nd^wholc 

lharpuelTe might be difgufted. hut truth muft be fpoken, lioweverit he taken 

“ ,e y t0Cryd ° W " fi "’ takefoc™; , 

mit fin Efay 58.1 ■ Hterom was cMfulmen P.cclefiafiicnm, the Church thunder- , 
f bt * our MrEer ki»s applied the word fo dole to the confciences of his hea- 
reis, that he was able to make their hearts fall down, and their hairs almoft to ftand Mr , Fullerj 
upright But in old age he was more milde, and delighted much to preach merc^ Ho,ySrate ‘ 
as did alfo our Prophet Hofea , whofe prophefie is comminatory i/tlie fore-pa 
confolatorj in the latter part. And the Lord /aid to Hofeal. This is now the ffi 
time incuk'ated for more authority fake, which the peoplefo rubb'dand menaced 
would be apt enough to queftion. He therefore (hews them his commi/fidn and 
that he bath good ground for what he faith; that they may have no caufe to cavil 

^VenHt^v aS . tbal: ^“ tch P IV * ne d ‘d (if God would give them a heart fo to do) Mekb ' M 

Venta , vemat, verbum Domini, # fubmittemut ei, fexcenta fi nobis c(fent cola • 

iftnctrM 0 r fth i eL ° J rd J C , 0me ’ yea ’ ,ecitcome , and we will fubmit there unto' 
though we had fix hundred lives to lofe for fo doing. * 

f. / t(t ke ft »tothcea Vtife of whoredoms'} An arrant whore, a (linking (trumpet r,u; 

tTltt V’"' akno r and tl ' iceharlot i fuch as were 
yea, and fuch a one as, after marriage with a former husband at lead wen't aftrav 
after other fweet-hearts 3 for fo the application of the figure to the (hbj ™ck£l 
2 requireth 
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requireth it to be underftood : Whereby it appears (faith Diodate ) that all this n 
was done in a vifion. Others infer as much from that phrafe in this verfe, The be¬ 
ginning of the word of the Lord in Hofea , that is, (faith Polanus) appearing and , 
fpeaking to him by an inward vifion, as it were in an extafte. Befides, in the third 
chapter, and three firft verfes, the Prophet is bidden to marry another harlot, to 
buy her’for his own ufe, and to keep her at his houfe for a time. Now ftimus hoc 
mn fuiffe comp leturn, faith Calvin ; we know that this was never really done. Ic 
follows therefore that this figure was only propofed to the people, that they might t 
perceive in the looking-glaffe of this allegory; firft, their duty toward God, 
fecond, their di{loyalty, thirdly, their penalty for the fame. It is not an hiftorical 
narration, but a Prophetical vifion. Children of fornication, a bafiardly brood : 
fuch as this evil and adulterous generation is • fons of the rebellions tyhorijb Woman, 
children of tranfgrcffton, a feed offaljbood , Efay 57. 4. The Hebrews call fuch chil-i 
dren brambles, l'uch as Abimelecb was, who grew in the hedge-row of an harlot: ’ 
they call them alfo Mamz.tr, as ye would fay, 2. ft range blot : And Sbatukj, or 
ftlent, becaufe when others are praifing their parents, fuch muft hold their peace,and 
hold down their heads with ftiame enough, becaufe by-blows . 

for the land hath committed great whoredoms J Fo-nicando fornic at a eft, i. e. 
frequentijfime & fadijftme , moll: frequently and moft filthily : See Eez-ek. 23. 
thoroughout. Akolah, (that is, Ifrael ) plaied the harlot when fhe was mine, 
verfe 5. In her youth they lay with her, verfe 8. fo that (he might fay with that im- 
Tetun. Satyr, pudent ftrumpet Quartilia in Petronius, that (he could never remember herfelfa 
virgin: Yea, file grew old in her adulteries, verfe 43. opened her feet to every 
paflengcr, and multiplied her whoredoms, Ezek, 1 < 5 .2.5. Meretrices fcilicet hoc eft 
nteretrtcijfima. Such a common proftibulum is the whore of Rome* whom her fol¬ 
lowers call piafft matrem , quagremium claudat nemini. Joan of Maples was a faint 
to her. Idolatry is fpirituai whoredome in many refpeds. It defiles the foul, Cods 
bridal-bed. 11 breaks the marriage-knot, and difeovenants. Ic enrageth God, who 
in this cafe will take no ranfome. Jt fubjedeth men to Gods deepeft dilpleafure s 
Ic belots them and unmans them: they chat make idols are like unto them, fo are all 
¥( a I, 115. they that trnft in them. 

Laftiy, idolatry is feldome without adultery, in a proper fenfe; as appears in 
the old Heathens, at their feafts of Priapus, Lupercalia,dcc. the Canaanites had fil¬ 
led the Land from one end to another with their uncleannelfe, Ew. 9.11 and in 
the Papifts at this day, who reckon fornication a venial fin, have their Stews allbw- 
ed them; yea, among the very Indians, who abhor their moft loachfome living t 

And for Rome it felf- tot a eft jam Roma lupanar, it is become a great broth el- 

houfe, and her ftench is come up to heaven, as Matthew Parti (one of her fons) 
Jong fince faid. Departing from the LordJ In whom all amiables and admirable* * 
are concentred. This did exceedingly aggravate the unkindnefle. 

John 6.6a. ' Verje 3. So he wentj He faid not, This it a hardfaying, who can hear it ? Dura 

mihi pracipity & pane terret. He doth not reaftn but run, dijpute but di(patch. > 
God mull be obeyed, though we fee nofenfe for it. And took^Gomerf which fig- r 
nifieth both conjummation and confnmption , to fhew that fhe was confummata mere• 
trix , acompleat whore, had all the tricks of a whore ; and brings her paramours 
to finall confumption, utter extermination. 

the daughter of Diblaimf Nor quafi de Belaim, a place fo called, as Hugo dream- 
cth: though there was a wildernefte of this name, whereto fome think the Prophet 
here alludech, to (hew the Churches wretched beginning in its own nature: as 
Cant. 3 :6. Ezxki 16.7. But Diblaim is by fome taken for Gemcrs father: by 
more, for her mother, which is alfo held to be an harlot, according to that Ezakz 
16. 44. As is the mother , fo it the daughter. Diblaim fignifieth bunches of dried 
figs, that were the delicacies of thofe times. Gluttony is the gallery that lechery' 
walketh thorough. Sine Cerere & Liberofriget Venus. Concupifcence (as Plato 
faith) hath the loweft places, and is alligata ventri , as one would tie an horfe or 
Jcr. 5. 8. , an affe to the manger. Jeremy not unfitly compareth fenfualifts to fed horfes, neigh¬ 

ing after their neighbours wives: Saturity breeds fccurity, which is the lure fore- \ 
runner of deftrudion. Eft ergo hie gnome, faith dLapide. i.e. Here we havethen 
an elegant l'encence, Gpmer is the daughter of Diblaim , that is, rottenneffe of 

[enfuality : 




/v • the Prophecie of Hofea. 

fenfuality : for as the worm that grows in the fruit, devoureth it; fo doth grief, 
the plealure of fin. This Obfervation we have from the Cabbalifts. ° 

Verfe 4. Call his name Jewel J For the honourable name of Ifrael is too good , 
for this people; call them therefore Jewel, a people devoted to difperfion, and y'\\(parger& 
fuch as I will fcatter into the four windes of heaven, as the feeds~man fcattereth U 
his feed. Thus Jeconiah is called Coniah, (for a judgement upon him ) Bethel t 
Beth-aven , Bar, Hammifcha, the mount Olivet, or of Uqdion, Har hammafehith ,., V ' 

the mount of corruption, 2 King. 23.13. And this is not unufuall amongft men • ' 
fo when they would difgrace a man, to clip or play upon his name: as when they 
fpitefrilly called Athanafius Sathanafms , Cyprian Coprian, ( as if all his excellent 
works were but dung ) Calvinc,Cain, &c. This people, faith God here, are more 
like Ahab then Jacob. Call them therefore Jewel ( Ahabs Court) that is, a den 
of tbeeves and murtherers, where innocent Naboth cannot be mafterof the vine¬ 
yard that he was born to. Micah ( who prophefied alfo much about thefe times) 
hath a faying much to the fame purpofe. Chap. 2. ver.j. O thou that art named, 
the houfe of Jacob, is the fpirit of the Lord ftraitned ? are thefe his doings ? q. d. 

Ye that boaft of Jacob to be your father, do you tread in his fteps ? are ye of his 
fpirit, of his pradife ? was there fuch vile prophanenefTe found in him, as is openly 
found in you ? David defcribech the generation of fuch as feek God, as feef his PfaJ.24,tf, 
face, and then fubjoyneth , Thts ts Jacob, thefe are Ifraelites indeed, thefe are 
Jews inwardly : and all others are degenerate plants, and are the worfe for their 
outward priviledges: fith tribulation and angtdjb Jball be upon every foul of man 
that doth evil, but of the Jew firft, and then alfo of the Gentile, Rom. 2. 9. 

for yet a little while ] And yet this little was a long while , through Gods gra¬ 
cious forbearance. As bad as this people were, they fhould not perifh without 
warning • yea, though the Lord foreknew they would make no good ufe of it. 

O 06of vr&cmptuvcZyj faith the Heathen Hiftorian: God loves to forefignifie, 
and premonifh. But there is nothing more dangerous and difraal], then thefe frill Hendoti 
revenges j as when God fuddenly brake out in wrath upon Nadab and Abihu, upon 
2V ebuchadnezocary Herod , Pharaoh at the Red-Sea, when he would not beware. 

It is a juft both defert and prefage of ruine, not to be warned. See this in Nine- 

W;, fpared at firft, but after a little while revolting, foundly paid for the new and 

old faults, Nahum. 3. 1,9. Nos confurget iterum affliclio , faith the fame Prophet, Nahum.3.10. 

chap. 1.9. Affliftion Ihall not rife up the fecond time: God will not make two 

doings of it: but when he begins, he will alfo make an end, 1 Sam. 3. 12. that is, 

asfure as he begins, fo fure will he make an end : and though it may be fome time 

ere he begin, yet a little Vehilc ( for he is flow to wrath, and of great kindneffe ) 

yet affuredly he will avenge the blood of Jewel, ] i. e. the executions done by lehu 2 King.9.24, 

upon the houfe of Ahab, as fo many murders: fee 1 King. 16. 7. This God Sn&i 0 - 1 

did not prcfently, but that’s nothing. Nullum temp us occurrit Regi , nedttmDm. t. 

He is flow, but lure, Ettarditatem fupplici] gravitate compenfat, as the Heathen v 
could fay, the longer he holds, the harder heftrikes: and vifits Jehu’s houfe for v * l ' MaXr 
by-paft fins, that they made little reckoning of. Sin may fleep a long time, like a r 
fleepmg debt, not called for of many ycers: As Sauls fin in flaying the Gibeonites , 
not punifhed till fourty yeers after: as Ieabs killing of Abner, fleptall Davids 
dayes: as Amalec perifhed, for their illufageof Ifrael, many hundred yeers after. 

It is ill angring the Ancient of dayes. He that faith. Vengeance is mine, l will repay it, 
take-; his own time for the doing of it: and who (hall preferibe to him ? It is dan¬ 
gerous offending him whofe dilpleafure is everlafting. Vapours, that afeend invi- 1 
fibly, come down again in ftormes and fhowers. A finner of an hundred yeers 
fhall be accurfed, and made to poffefle the fins of bis youth. It is not the laft fand 
that exhaufts the Iiour-glaffe, nor the laft ftroak that fells the Oak. Jehu's houfe 
is vifited, and his progeny extinguifhed in the fourth generation, for Jehu's offen¬ 
ces. Gods work muft be done truly, that there be no halting, and totally ,that there » 
be no halving. But lehu, as he had not that true heart fpokenof by the Apoftle>. 

Hebr. 10.22. but was double minded, tames 1. 8. & 4. 8. ( like that mad Neapo* % 
litan that faid, he had two hearts, one for God, and another for him that would:) 

SO he fulfilled not after God, or he followed not God fully, as Caleb did. Numb, i w p!evh ps& 
14.24. hedidnot all Gods wills as David, Alls 13. he ferved him not with a per- mt.Sftif&nu. 
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fed heart, as Alfa, 2 Chron. 15.17. He reformed the State, but not the Church; 
or if he did fomething toward it, yet he was not thorow in it. He had a dijpenfatory 
confcience: for though he rooted out Baals-worjbip, yet the golden Calves muft 
continue ; piety muft give place to policy. It was a juft complaint o f Chemnititis, 
Principes rcgionem polius qs*am religionem quorum : pauperes panem pot tits qua'm. 
Chriftum. All men leek their own, but not the things of Jefus.Chrift,p£z 7 . 2.21. 
And yet piety hath ever proved to be the beft policie: and the very Philofopher in 
his Politicks gives this golden Rule, av&wv <azl Sclav bmiAhu. Firft take care of Divine 
tilings. Jehtt Teemed ac firft to be as zealous a Reformer,as Jehofaphat: but though 
his fleece was fair, his liver was rotten. In parabola ovis capras [has qttxnbxt • he 
was like the Eagle which foareth aloft, not for any love of heaven: her eye is, all 
the while, upon the prey j which by this means (lie fpiesfooner, and feizeth upon 
better. He feems to have been of Machiavels minde, viz., that vertue it fclf fhould 
not be foughe after, butonelythe appearance: bccaufe the credit is a help, theu.’e 
a cumber. Finally, of Jehu it may he faid/ as Marccllinus faith of Julian , that, by 
his hypocrifie and double-dealing, Obnubilabatgloria multipliccs curfus , he ftained 1 
his many praife-worthy praftifes. Or as Camden faith of King Henry the eight; 
Fuerunt tjttidem in eo rege , &c. There were in that King great vertues, ana r.o . 
lelfe vices mingled, or rather jumbled together. Or laftly, as FolietaGaleazo re- 
porteth of Sfortia Duke of Millain, that he was a very monfter, made up, and com- 
pad of vertue and vice. See more verfe 5. And I will caufe to ceafe the Kingdom -J 
This fell out after 76 ycers; which God counts and calls here, but a little while : A 
thoufand yeers with him are but as one day. What is our life but a fpot of time be¬ 
twixt two eternities ? It is even a vapour, faith S. James , that appearethfor a little 
time , and then vanijheth away. Let ns therefore fear , left a promife being left us y ( and 
a door now opened -) of entring into Gods reft , any of us fljould feem to come f/jort y 
or to come lag , and late, as did Efau , the foolilh virgins, thofe that come a day 
after the fair, an hour after the feaft; Agree with your adverfary quickly, prepare 
to meet thy God, O Ifrael, Curratpoenitentia , ne pracnrrat fententia : Repent a 
day before death, ( and that may be this day, before the next ) make Gods judge¬ 
ments prefent in conceit, ere they come in the event, previfion is the likelicft way 
of prevention, the fureft means of mitigation: whereas coming on the Hidden, 
they finde weak mindes fecure, make them miferable, leave them defperate. 

Verfe 5. 1 will breakjhe bowe of JfraelJ though it may feem to have a back 
of Heel, and though it be drawn by Jehu himfelf, with his full ftrengrh, as once 
againft fchoram , to the piercing of his heart, 2 King. 9. 24. He means, God will 
blaft all the power of their Ammunition, defeat their likelieft projeds, and pradi- 
fes, and make the ftrongeft finew in the arm of flefh to crack, he breaketh the 
bowe, and cutteth the fpear in funder, &c. Pfal. 4d.9. He rendreth the weapons 
vain, or fucceflefull, Jfai. 54. 17. Jerem. 50.9. as he did when the Rats and Mice 
were fent into Sennacheribs Army in great abundance, to gnaw and devour their 
quivers, bowe-ltrings, belts, bridles, fhields, ( as Herodotus relates) tofhewthat 
the Jhields of the earth belong to the Lord , that the Militia of the World is his, 
that he orders the Ammunition, fer. 50. 25. And the like was done by this'Iord 
ofHofts, or Armies, when thewindeand weather fought for Theodoftus y in that 
famous batde againft the tyrant Maximus , celebrated by Claudian : As alb when 
the Spanifh Armado was defeated and difcomficed by the Englifh in 88. That 
was Very remarkable and for our purpofe appofite, which fell out in the battle 
between Edward the third of England, and Philip of France. Philip enraged with 
a defeat, refolves prefently to revenge it ; and hardly had patience to ftay in Ab¬ 
beville one day, while the Bridge to paffe over his Army was repayring. And with 
this precipitation and fury, into the field he marchech, elevated with an allured 
hope of triumphant Vidory. But it fell out otherwife • for there fell at the inftant 
of the Battle a piercing fhower of rain, which diflolved their firings, and made 
their bowes unufefull. Jn the valley of Jezsreel J A city neer to Maximinianopolis , 
faith Hicrom. Of the valley wherein this City was feituate, fee lofb. 17.16. Iudg. 
6.33. It was in the tribe of Manajfeh, and bordered upon lffackar, Jofti. 19. 18. 

It was ten miles long, and two miles over; being called alfo, the plain of Galilee, 
and was fit for a fight, for a pitcht battle. Here ii was, faith ^Adrichomius, that 
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Gideon fought the Midianites Judg.6.7. Saul the Philiftines. i Sam. 31. Ahab 
the Syrians I King- 20. And here Zacha> j (the laft of Jehus line ) was flain, and 
with him the kingdom of Ifrael received luch a wound, that it could never rife 
again. Monarchies have their times and their turns , their rife and their mine. Junius 
renders it Propter Vallem Jericho, I will break the bow of Ifrael, becaufe of the wall 
of Jez.rccl : that is, faith he, becaufe of the (laughter of Ahabs houfc there made by 
Jehu 2 King. 1 o. Jehus Tent in that execution was rewarded as an Aft of Juftice 
quoad fubftantiam operis , and yet punifhed as an Aft of policy quoad modum for the 
perverfe end, Finibusmn offieijs a vitijs difeernuntur virtutes faith Auguft'ine. By 
the ends and not by the works done, are vertues diftinguifhed from vices. Two 
rhings make a good Chriftian, and declare him fo, good AElions and good Aimes. 
And although a good aime doth not make a bad Adion good ( as in Zlz.z.a ) yet a 
bad aime makes a good adion bad, as here in Jehu. There may be then, w c fee, 
malum opus in bona materia, a work materially good, which yet may never prove 
fo formally and eventually: fc. when there is a fail either quoad fontem, or quoad 
finem, A thing which I fee in the night may fhine: and that fhining proceed from 
nothing but roctennef. Blazing comets (though but comets ) as long as they keep 
aloft, fhine bright. But when they begin to decline from their pitch, they fall fo 
the earth, and infed the Air. So when Illuminates forfake the Lord, and minde 
onely earthly things, facing all for felf, they lofe their light, and go out in a fouffe. 
Jehus golden calves made an end of him and his, though he made an end of Ahabs 
houfeand Baals worfhip. His rooting out of Ahabs race was but to fettle the 
crown better upon his own head. Like uato him was our Richard the third, who 
well knowing ( faith the Hiftorian ) it was no pollicy to play the villaine by half¬ 
deal is refolved to leave never a rub to lie in the way, that might hinder the true 
running of his bowle. Like unto him alfo ( faith Mafter Calvin upon this text} was 
our king Henry the eighth, who caft oft fome degree of Popery, fo farre as would 
ferve his own turn: but there were the fix Articles in force (that whip with fix cords, 
as that Martyr called it) for which many fuffered at that time. And whereas (like 
SylU ) he commanded others, under great penalties, to benoPapifts, himfelf was 
either Papift or Athieft, jearing at fome for their old Mumpftmus , and at others 
for their new Sumpfimus&s he profanely called the Reformation: hanging Papifts on 
the one fide of the hedge, for denying his Supremacy, and burning Proieftants on the 
other fide thereof,for denying Tranfubftantiation, &c. And hence it may be thought, 
is that dreadfull and difmallruine that is now(inthefe our dayes,ahd In the fourth 
generation or fucceffionJbefeln the royall family.The houie of Jehu farcrh the worfc 
for Je/j«.Offa king of Eaft- Saxons lived in the time of Charles the great, and was a 
potent Prince. But the many injuries he did, and the murcher he committed in his 
houfe upon Ethelbert king of Eaft-Angles,coming to him under a publike faith.and a 
fuitor to his daughter,were juftly revenged upon his pofterity,which, after him, do 
clining,in the end loft all.But to return to Jehu : we (hall find 3 Kin. 10.30 * that God 
faid,that becaufe Jehu had Hied the blood of Ahab in Jezreel, that he would reward 
him for it s and that his children to the fourth generation ftiould fitnpon the throne 
of Ifrael, and govern that Kingdom. And yet, for mifearriagein the manner, juftly 
plagucth his pofterity. As Xerxes ciowned his Steerefinan in the morning, and 
yet hanged him in the afternoon of the fame day. And as Marefcal de Thermo* the 
French Generali, firft Knighted a French fouldier in Scotland who firft mounted a 
befieged Fort ( by that means taken ) and then hanged him within an hour after, for 
doing it without order. See more of this in the Note upon the former verfe. 

Verfe 6. And fbe conceived againe J To Chew, in a continued allegory, the 
weak and wofulleftate of the ten tribes, when the Aftyrian took from them all the 
land of Gilead and Galilee , together with all the land of Nepthali, and carried 
them captive, iubduing in a manner five tribes of Ifrael : to wit thofe without 
Iordan( who as they had firft their inheritance given them, fc they were now firft 
carried captjvesjand thetribes ofZabulon and Neptbali who were featedin the land 
of Galilee, And this was the firft captivity of Ifrael : fee 2 Kings 15. 29, Efay. 
9. 1. And bare a daughter. This age is compared to a daughter, bccaufe from 
that time forward, after the bow of Ifrael was fobroken,as Verfe 5. they ftiould 
be no more able to defend theinfclves,than if they were a common-wealth of wo¬ 
men; 
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men. Their fpirits fhould be fo cowed out and emafculated, theirbacks fo bowed 
mnMtkM. dovvn wich UBfu PP orcable burdens and bondages, that there was fcarcely place left 
of a worfe condition, nor hope ofa better. Like them were thofe we read of Efaj 
%i. zj. thatyeeldedtofuchas would but lay to them, B oWdoWnthatWe may fo 
Horn: Jl. fie. 0 ver J 011 ' Or as thofe in N ahum, 3. 13. Their men Jhatl be as Women 'AtfuAi iJ T ' 
Viig'. Phrygi - ’A^fluo/^imcrous and cowardly ,like Iffacbar’s Afle Gen : 49. 15. Qwhole lot fell in 
p^ner/ueemm Galilee, loft ; 19. 18.]] or thofe fugitives of Ephraim Judg. 12, 4. that there- 
Tygeu fore bare a brand of dishonour, becaul'e they would not rather die bravely, then live 
bafely.- Offuch it may be faid as of Harts and Stags, they have great horns and 
ftrength, but do nothing with them, quia deeft animus , becaufe their fpirics are 
imbaied : as the Jfraelites in Egypt were of old by Pharoah, and as the Grecians 
are at this day by the Turk, call her name Loruhamah When God once calls a 
people or a perfon by this name, we may well write upon their dores (if any place 
be yet left for prayer, any good to be done by it; Lord have mercy upon them : their 
condition is deplorable, if not defperate. Vadefrater in Cellam et dic,Mife r ere meU 
Deus, Brother go into thy Cell and fay. Lord have mercy upon me, faid Crant^ius to! 
Luther, when he began to declaime againft the Pope, for he looked upon him as an 
SatlteuAmd. undone man, and yet he was not. But thofe are doubly undone, to whom God 
(hall lay as here to Ifrael, I will no more have mercy ] Heb: I will add no more toftcW 


Eft. 1. 9. 
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mercy : but my fo oft abufed mercy lhall turn into fury. That it is not fo yet 
with this finfull nation , that we arc noc yet a Loruhamah , an Acheldama, 
that we are not already as Sodom , and like unto Gomorrah , even a place of net¬ 
tles and faltpits , a perpetuall deflation, as another prophet hath it, we may 
well cry our, O the depths the fathomlefle depth of Gods dear love to Eng¬ 
land. Certain it is that we have hitherto fublifhd by a miracle of his mercy, and by 
a prop of his extraordinary patience. Certain it is that God hath not dealt with 
England according to his ordinary rule, but according to his prerogative royally t 
England (if one may fo fpeak with reverencej is a paradox to the Bible. God grant 1 
that being lifted up to heaven with Capernaum in the abundance of bieflings fhe be 
not broughtdown to hell by the abufe of them ; that God fet not that fad imprelfion 
of Loruhamah (vvorfe then any black Theta) upon her, and make her know 
the worth of his undervalued favours by the want of them : why fhould it be faid 
of us as once, Anglica gens eft optima flens, et pcjftma ridens ? why fhould we 
provoke the Lordfo long till he lhall refolveupon an evil), anonely evill, i. e : 
without mixture of mercy; till the decree bring forth, Zeph. 2. 2. and God 
pronounceth that fatall feirtcnce againft us that he did once againft the old 
world. Fiat jufiitia, mat mundtts, Let Juftice be done though the world be thereby 
undone. £f Of all Gods Attributes he can leaft abide an abufe in his tfiercy, Gods, 

C£ mercy is precious (faith one) and he will notice it run out to waft; he will not 
“ prodigall of it: There is a time wherein God will fay, now I have done, I 
“ nave ejren done with this people, mercy hath had her turn&c. I will notal- 
wayes ferve them fora finning-flock, but will take another courfe wich them: I 
will take my own and begone : and woe be unto them when I depart from them. 
When the fun is eclipfed, all creatures fade and flag here below* Thouhiddefl thy 
face. Lord , and I Wat troubled, Pfal. 30. 7. D avid could not live but in the light 
of Gods countenance : he begs for mercy every where, as for life, never did poor 
prifonerat the bar beg harder for apfalmof mercy then he doth, Pfal. 51. 1. and 
otherwhere. Neither would common mercies content him, he muft havefuchas 
are proper and peculiar to Gods own people, even the fure mercies of David. Oh 
make fure of mercy, what ever you go without. And the rather becaufe there 
are a race of Loruhamahs , a fort of fuch amongft men as are excluded from mercy. 
God is not mercifull to any wicked tranfgreffours Pfal \ 59. 5. that go on in their 
trefpafles jP/4/. 68. ai. that allow them and wallow in them. That laft letter in 
Gods name had need to be well remembred Exod. 32. 7. He will'by no meants 
clear the guilty. And that terrible text fhould never be forgotten by thofe that 
are obfttnate in an evill courfe, and blefs thcmfelves when God curfeth them, Dent. 
* 9 ’■ 1 9 - 2 °- Seethe note there. Gods mercy goes oft-times in Scripture bounded 
by his truth: and as the fame fire hath burning heat and chcerfull light, fohath 
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God plagues for the obftinate,and mercy for the penitent. Surely as he is pater mife- 
• rationum the father of mercies: fo he is Bens ultionum the God of vengeances • as 
he hath vbera, fo he hath verb era, treafurcs of punifhments for thofe clpecially 
thatkickarhis bowels, that defpife his long-ft Scran ce, that argue from love to 
liberty, which is the Divels logick. Cavete a Melampygo . 

But I Will utterly take them aW y~] Tollendo tollam , So Calvin renders it; and 
further tels us that fome render it Combttram , I will burn them: and indeed war 
is fitly compared to fire that cruel element, and to extream famine 9. i 9 
20. The vulgar latine tranflateth it Oblivifcendo oblivifcar,\ willutterly forget them* 
and that’s pumfhmcnt enough: as when one carried himfelf infolendy toward the* 

State of Rome, a grave Senator gave this counfcl, Let us forget him and he will * 
foon remember himfelf Woe be to thofe to whom Chrift lhall lay. Verily I know 
you not , 1 have utterly forgot you. Mercer rendreth it, Levabo , id efi, projiciam, I 
will lift them up, that I may throw them down againe with the greater poife. The 
Sev enty hath I Will fet my fclf againft them in battell array. Now the Lord is a man 
of war Exod. 1 y. 4. yea he is the Lord and Vitlor of wars, as the Chaldee there 
paraphrafeih. But what meant the Chaldee here to render this text by Parcendo 
yarcameis. Sparing I will fpare them: is not this point-blank againft Loruhamah ? 

How much better Tremellius, ut ullo paElo condonem- iftis, thatlfhould any way 
forgive them. Have I not pardoned them enough already ? may I not well by 
this time be weary of repenting ? I will even break off my patience, and forbear 
to punifh no longer, I have long time ho/den my peace, I have been ftitland refrai¬ 
ned my fe If : now will I cry like a travelling woman (who bices in her paine as long 
as fhc is able > I will deftroy and devour at once : I Will, I will. The ten tribes never 43- *4 
returned out of captivity* unlefs it were fome few of them that came up with the 
other two tribes out of Babylon , Exr. a. by the appointment of Cyrus : and fome 
others that fled home when Nineveh (where they were field captive) was deftroy- 
ed: But for the generality of them, whether they abide in China or Tartary or 
fVeft-lndiesy I cannot tell you. P areuj rendreth ir, Nam tolerando toleravi ees, for I 
nave a long while born with their evill manners. And furely Subito tollitur. ant j ui 
dtu toleratur , as an Ancient faith, Gods patience will not alwayes hold &c. 

Verf 7. But I will have mercy ufon the houfc of Judah, j The Ark and the , 
mercy feate Were never feparated. Judah had not utterly cart offGod,as Ifrael had - 
but wot (hipped God in the Temple, (how corruptly foever) therefore they (hail 
have mercy bccaufc they kept the right way of worfliip. See the Churches plea 
for mercy to this purpofe Jer. 14. 9. Again?, Judah was now in a very great 
ftraight having been lately beaten .md plundered by Ifrael a, King. 4. i 2 . there¬ 
fore they (hall have mercy. God heard Hagars affliftion and relieved her. I have 
feen, Ihavefeen, the fufferings of my people in Egypt, faith God, and am come a. 
to eafe them. Becaufe they have called thee an outcaft , faying , This is Zion Whom no 
man looketh after , therefore I Will reftore health unto thee, and I will heale thee of thy 
wounds, faith the Lordjer. 30. 17. He will repent for his people when he feeth 
their power is gone, D eut. 32. 36. when there is dignus vindice nodus, an extre¬ 
mity fit for divine power to interpofe. He knowes that mercy is never fo feafona- 
blc and.fweet, as vvhen mifery weighs down, and nothing but mercy turns the 
fcale: therefore Judah lhall have mercy, when ifrael lhall have none. T’ue it is,that 
Judah was not at this time much better then Ifrael, Aholibah then Aholahi they 
Were fcarce Free from Sodomy and many fuch like foul abominations. But what of 
that' if God come with a non ob ft ante as Pfal 106. 8. Nevertheleffe he faved 
themfer his names Jake &c. who lhall gainftand him : If he will fhew mercy for his 
names fake, what people is there fo wicked whom he may not lave ? S ztEfay 57* 

17. Enekj 2©. 8, 14. i2« 44. Add hereunto that Ifrael and Syria were confe¬ 
derate againft J udah,8c thought to have made but a breakfaft of chtm, I fay. 7. J. 
butGod here promifeth Judah mercy : and lets them know to their comfort, that 
there is more mercy for them in heaven, then there can be mifery ia earth, or ma¬ 
lice'in hell againft them. True it is, that even after this gratiouspromife made to 
Judah, it went very hard with them. See 2. Chron. 28. 6. there 120000. of 
theni were fl; in in one battle and 200000. of them carried captive: yea, and all 
this by thefe Uraelitcs here reje&ed from that mercy that Judah is promifed; befides 
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abundance more tnifcry chat befell them by Bicmites. Vc r . , 7 f 

20. ere. Ecclefiuhmes Crude faith Luther, The Church a, fla, i. heir] 
of the promifes, Ibis fee of the Croft: and the promites arealwayes to r. e under, 
ftood with condition of the croft. The palfy-man in the oofpel healed by our 
Saviour heard Son be ofgccd chcere eky f,„ s m forgive, thee, and yet be wa nor 
prefcntly freed of his dt cafe till alteradifputc held with the Pharifes ( which 
inuft needs takenpiome time ) and the caie cleared, jdns laid, Adfe take up 1 bed 
d If h 1 “'“W.'hy fclfa^found man. Buttogoon: J^lhall be laved 

and nor IJruel, that envied Juduh and malicioufly fought their mine. David loi 
keth upon it as a Tweet mercy, that God had fpred him a table m ,he prefem, and 
maugre the malice of his enemies. Andthe children of the kiwdome (Co the fewee ^ 
called^allgnaflatheirteeth and beeven ready toeat theifnal, at the Option 
of the Gentiles. This was it that put the men of Nazareth into an ange- and our 
Saviour into a danger Z.4 4 25. 26. Ry the Lord their GodJ that i , by the 
lord Child by Mejfiuh their Prime by the word of the Lord their God, Wth the 
Chaldee here, that word dTentiall >6». 1. j. that true Zaphuath eh (rh.ris 
Saviour of the toorld. as Hierome interprets it) whereof J ofeph wa- but a t) pe. 11 is 
horn of falvation, or mighty Saviour (able to lave them to the u. moff dm come . 
unto God by him, Heb 7. 15 ) God railed up tor theie unwoitby few# a ,d 

even thrull him upon them, whether they would or no If.., 7 ,, ,, t u. r ,,i 

might appear to be of fee a-ace. Well might God fay, i . ,1 h.- \ mrn ’„ fc „ 
the hoHje of judah, matchlefle mercy indeed: mercy that rcjouea.,c ..■■,// j dement 
Mans pcrverfncls breakethnotoffthecourfe of Gods goodnefs • Y . w ( a * 

ved by Che Lord their God who is e^lius from his Father, but not At u i a iuUnft , 
perfon nocadiftmfl thjng. This Angel of Gods prcienceiavtd them, in ht love 
and 111 his pitty he redeemed them &c. May. d ( . 9 . even the Angeithathadre- 
deemed their father Jacob from all evill Ger.. 48 16. and that foon after .his pro- 
ph. he, dcltroyed fo many tlioufands m Southed, a my. Not b 7 low nor by battle 
Crc. but by his own bare hand immediatly and mtracul ufly a. King, 19 where 
we may fee that when Seuacherib ( after the example of h,s father SaLunefer, who 
had captivated the ten tribes) came up againft J udah, having already devoured Je- 
rujaitm in his hopes, and thinking to cut them off ac a blow, as if they had all had 
but one neck they were laved by Jehovah thor God: the Virgin daughter of 
knew well the worth and valour of Chr.ft her champion, and that made her ' 
fo confident hfaj. 37. 22. she knew whom flic had trifled, not with her out¬ 
ward condition oncly, but with her inward and everlafting, with her precious 
foul, faying with David! am thttte, fav, me . for I have fought thy precepts PM 

IIP 04 \mllmt trufi in my bow, mieher/ball mine armefave me i bueehi right 

?f f ?*• J 3 - Be th ™ exaltedOLord in thine own drength : 
and praife thy power. s 

n/r f A h “ d Lf-rnhamah^ That is, afre- that the patience 
of God had waited and long looked for their converfion j butallin vane he 
rcfolved upon their utter rejection. And firft he fent for his love tokens back 
agame: he wcanes them and takes them off from tho k breafis of confolatkn the 
holy Ordinances, deprived them of thofe dugs ( better then wine, Cant. 1 \ ) 
that they had deipifed, earned them far away from that good land thacabo- nded 
with milk and hony : the men of the E aft i houldbefent in'upon them oeatthefr 
JT^d dn^r nul^ E,el± 25. 4. This nation (faith a Divine) is fide of 
a fpintuall plunfic: we begin to furfet on the bread oflifo, the unadulterated 
u° W w h en God feeth his mercies lyin^un- • 
}1 rf T th u hlm t0 , Call . C ? th u C en . em y to take awav. Say not herewith 
thofe in the Gofpcll threatned with this judgment, God forbid. Think it nor a 
thing lmpofTiblc, that England fhould be thus vificed. The Sea is notfo calme in 
may bc , trou t bIed whh aftorme: the mountain fofi,me, but may 
^ h a 2 canh( l ualce - We have feen as fair Suns as ours fall from the 
tmdft of heaven for our inltance. Lege hiftoriam, „ e hifl or i a . Surely bxcept 
we repent and reforme a little better then wc have done yet ; a removal/ of oSr 
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Candleflick, a cocall edipfe of our Sun, may be as cercainly forefeen and forecold 
as lfvifions and letters were fenc us from heaven, asoncecoche feven Churches of 
AJia, who finned away cheir lighc.&c And bare a forme, ] Not a daughter as 
before, but a fonne, becaufe ™der Hofea, the laftKing oflfrael, that Kingdom , 
began a little to lift up the head, and to Hand it out againft the Adrian Bucthis 
was but extremist nifrn regni, the laft fpruncinp of that dying State. For foon 
after, Samana the chief City was clofe befiege-: and although it held out three 
whole ycers, with a Mafculme refolunon, yet at length it was facked, and all the 
people of the land earned captive, young and old, naked and barefon, even with 
their buttocks uncovered, &c. as it is Taid of their confederates the Egyptians 
Efay 20. 4. and as it ftialI be done at length to that purple whore of Rome, who 
lhall be ftr.pt naked, broil d and eaten, Revel. 17. ,6. A cold fweat Hands al- 
already upon her limbs: and, for a prefage of her future mine it is obferved 
that Re*e, finceit became Papall, was never befieged by any, but it was taken] v 
As for; their late Mafculme attemptsand atebievements (if any ) it is but asliere in 
the Kingdom oflfrael a lightning before death, as the blaze of a candle a little 
afore it goes out the bulging of a wall that's ready to comedown, orasitwasfaid 
of Carthage, a little atore it was taken. Mortem,um befliarnm violemiores eji 
morfttiy dying beads bite cruelly. M 

Vcrfe 9 Call his name LoammiJ Nomen extremum & dep/oratum, faith Pare- 
the lad and mod lamentable name of all, containing a mod hea^y, but fpiri- 
tual, and therefore leiTe fenfible pumfliment, vU. an utter abjeftion and abdicati¬ 
on from the covenant, from grace, from God, fromlife eternall. For je are not mj 
people J But, being totally cafhiered, and difeovenanted - Are ye not as the children 
of the h thioptans unto me O children of Ifrael , faith the Lord ? Have not I brought 
up Jfrael out of the land of Egypt ., and the Vhiliftims from Caphtor andtheSyri- Ar 
ans from IGr? q. d. True it is, I have brought you up out of Egypt ( and there¬ 
in you greatly glory) but have I not done as much as all this, for thofe profane 
Nations here mentioned ? with and amongd whom, henceforward I (hall reckon 
you, for you are no people of mine, but difearded, and difpeopled > TilltheCo- 
venant made with all Nations were differed to walk in their own wayes, 

as fifties pafTe at liberty thorow the paths of the Seas, Pfal. 8. 8* One perfon was 
no more refpefted then another. But as foon as it was faid, J Vei/l be thy God and 
the God of thy feed after thee, the Church became as fifh cad into a Pond for peculi- 
arufe i and was divided from other Nations,no otherwife then light was froni dark- M 
nelTe ,n the fird creation or then Go/ben was from Egypt , in that wonderfull fepa- 
ration But here God feems to refemd his own aft, to cad off the people of his 
' purchafe, and utterly to difown them ; as once before he alfo did, when he fathered 
them upon Mofc faying. Thy people , Vehich thou hafi brought out of Egypt &c 
Zxod.51. 7. But this ( we mud know) is no other then mutatio rei non Dei ’ effe- 
Elus non affettus, fatli non conflij , not a change of Gods will, but onelyof his 
works For hath God indeed cafi away his people ? God forbid. God hath not cafl R 
a\»ay his people , whom he foreknew. Thus faith the Lord God , If heaven above can 
be meaftired and the foundations of the earth fearched out beneath, I will alfo cafi 
off all tne feed of Ifrael , for all that they have done , faith the Lord. And albeit ( bv J« 
an angry Apojiopcfs ) he fay here, I will not be your God * ( The word God is not in 
the Original, ab irato omittitur, faith Mercer) yet to fhew that he is Baviial 
Chemah , One that can rule his wrath, as Neb. 1.2. he fubjoyneth here vcrfe 10 

Ferje 10. Tee the number of the children oflfraeQ -i.e. o£ the Ifrael of God, 
thofe Jews inwardly the Circumcifton indeed, which worfbipGodin the fpirit and 
repycein Chrifi fcfus putting no confidence in the flefb, Phil. 3. 3. but faying each Ben 
for lumfelfas that good Father did, Horreo quicyiid de meoefi, ut Jim metis • AH 
my care is to be found in Chrifi (fc. when fought for by the judice of God) not ha- 
^fsg mine own rightcoufnejfe which is of the law , but that Which is through the faith 
of Chrifi the righteoufneffe which is of God by faith. Lo, to fuch Ifraelites in- Phil 
deed, and of fuch it is here promifed (the Lord in Judgement remembring Mercy) 
that they (hall be the fund of the fca Which cannot be meafured nor numbered - 
This was firft promifed to Abraham ; and afterwards confirmed with an oath Gen. 

22: 16. It began to be fulfilled j when, by the preaching of the Apodles, fo 

many 
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many of both Jews and Gentiles came in and were converted to the faith of the true 
Melliah, as S. Paul expoundeth this text, Rom.g. 24,25. and he had the mind 
cf Chrifi. It fhall have its full accompli(hment, when the fulneffe of the Gentiles 
(hall come in, and all Ifrael (hall be faved, Rom. 11.26. Then the Church (hall be 
as the fione that fmote the Image, it (hall become a great mountain, and fill the Whole 
earth. Though the beginning of it be fmall, yet the later end of it (hall grea tly in- 
creafe, fobS.7. for all the earth fhall be filled with the glory of Chrifi: he (hall 
have dominionfromfeato fea, and from the river to the ends of the earth, P(al. 72. 8 ? 
11,17 Great is the paucity of Gods people for prefent: but let us, by the help of 
thispromife, get above that (fumbling block, Cofmographers tell us, that if we 
; divide all the known world into thirty parts, the Heathens part is as nineteen of 
this thirty : the Mahometans as fix, the Chriftians as five only : And of thofe five, 
more then the one half is held by idolatrous Papifis. But let not this difeourage us; 
it will be otherwife one day, for the Scripture cannot be broken. And although 
God may feem utterly to have abandoned his ancient people the Jews (the ten 
Tribes efpecially) yet they, as well as the reft, (hall be vouchfafcd this honour to 
be called to the participation of Chrifi, Ez.ek. 37.16, 19. fer. 3,12,13, &c. 
JEfay 11. 12,13. Obad. 20. Zach. 10. 6. Rom. 11. 26. Jf God after fo dreadful 
athreatning come in with his non-obfiante ( as he doth likewife Pf.il. 106. 8. and 
elfewhere) and fay, yet the number of the children of Ifrael (hall be, &c. who (hall 
gainfay him ? Their interpretation is too narrow, than underftand this text of the 
increaie of this people in all their difperfions, until the time of their converfion. 
And that of Rabbi Eis pretty though not proper ; that as the (and keeps the 
waves of the fea from breaking in and drowning the world : fo doth If rat l preferve 
man-kind from perifhing by the waves of Gods wrath. It (hould have been confi- 
dered by him and the refi ofthofe refraftary Rabbines, that at that general conver¬ 
fion of the Jews (here plainly foretold) there (hall be fome (tubborn fpirits that 
will not even then (loop to Chrifi; but will be filled with envy, as thofe cankered 
Pharifees their fore-fathers were (Alls 13,44,45,)to feealmoft the whole City come 
together to hear Chrifi; Yea, they will be ready to fay, a s John 12. 19. perceive 
ye howye prevaile nothing ? behold, the whole world follows him. Now againft 
thefe fpiritual fpirits, the wrath of God (hail be revealed from heaven, Rev. 21. S. 
Dan. 12. 2. Efay. 65. 1 j, 12, 13, 14, 15, itfj 17. 

and it pjail come r0pajfe, that in the place where it wot faid unto them~} As if God 
did now even repent, and would make them a full amends : make them glad accord - 
PfaJ.50.r3. ing to the time, and in that very place when and where they hadften evil, fertt- 
Jalem (hall be inhabited again in Jerufulem, Z ech. 12. 6. The Jews (it is thought) 
(hall dwell in their own Countrey, fer. 3. 18. &23. 8. Ezak. 37. 11,12. Amos 9. 
14,15. and God have a very glorious Church in the Land of Canaan. But that’s 
not all; The Gentiles, who (hall be made a fpiritual JfraeJ, though in time paft 
they were not a people, yet now are they the people of God ; and which had not 
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy, 1 Vet. 2. 1 o. yea, fuch a fignal 
1Zyalem fy mercy as S. fohn cannnot look on without an Eccc admirantis ; Behold , faith he, 

quantum. what manner of Love the Father hath befioWcd upon us, that We fbould be called the 
As2Pet.3.n. fonsofGod : 1 John 3. 1. Yes, the fon s of the living God^j who as he lives, fo he 
gives us n\[ things richly to enjoy; and is therefore to be trufied, 1 Tim. 6. 17. 
And that we (hould not only be Gods people, but his Tons (reconciled, but adopted) 
and not only be fo, but be called fo, have the name and the note, the credit and the 
comfort. Well might the Apoftle fay, that the grace of God herein had abounded, 
even to an overflow , i Tint, 1. 14. Well may Oecolampadius fay as he doth upon 
this very Text, Vide ut major gratia qnam peccatum , Behold, how as fin abounded, 
Sem 6 de £ rac ^ fuperabounded. Well might Leo fay. Omnia dona cxcedit hoc donum, &c. 
jJativjt.' e This is a gift of God, that cxceedeth all gifts, that man (hould call God Father, 

1 and God call a man his fonne ; this is a greater dignity then to be called an Angel, 
Archangel, Cherubim, Seraphim,&c. See more of this in my Righteous ?nans Recom- 
penfe. part. 2. doll. 5, Calvin upon this verfe noteth, that there is an emphafls in 
thefe words, It was faid, and I* flsall be faid. The latter (hewetb, that till the Lord 
fpeak peace to his people, and fay to their fouls that he is their falvarion, they can- 
nothave the comfortable afliirance of their Adoption, and acceptation into his fa- 
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vour ,Ej>kl. 13. After that ye heard the word of truth, th^Golbcl ofyonrfalvation •“ 
ye believed and werefealed With that holy (pirit of promife A^ain if C'nA j,:’ 

Prophets havefaid to any years „.,Jy feoff Goi 

men hy h,s PropheB, and fiayeth them by the words ofl.is mouth, Hof6 5 
hath Ins fword, as well as John and HnK.aH, , Kings 19. ,7, E.-eklcl befie"- 
eth^j/oto andooerthtowetluc. Jeremy isfe, over„%ion,Jd kin.doj, root 
one and full do^tn^c Chap I. to. S. Paul hath vengeance ready foPtCdifobedi- 
Indi8 A i8. WhatG ° dS Mlmftersdo oncartl, > he ratifies in heaven, Mat.ib.te,. 

ffil I. Then Jha/l the children of Judah, and the children of Ifrael be fathered 
toget crj u. they ftiall unite into one body and one religion, and (hail all make 

» n r^//- 3 l, e ' h F “■ 2 ; : -. Chrift 0nce llfed u P> «“« ^U a/i t w John *2. 

to himjtlj . and wherever this carcafe is there will Ww fn.r;r„of c i * 

Caiaphas hke another Balaam, prophefied rhatjefus fiioufd die format Nation- Mat ‘ 24 ‘ 
And rot or tha, Nation only, but that alfoheywi^fer *£ ZTelchlZn 

7 * iS a h f § ad, ' rin B 4 ^ ^-mentioned John 
CL. nr (hall be oneamongfihis people, and his name one' Zeth. 14. o ( See the 5 2 - 

Note theie) they (hall lerve the Lord with onefhoulder : j t feems co be a Metaphor Ze P h *3 ?* 
S arey ° k f d ^ether, and thatfet theiX^ ^ nt^o 

rl Tuohi i V ’ J more the Gofpel prevaileth, the more peace there will be. 
fife m,h " da i; So thrift (hall be preached, and 

COmC “ ,he L ° rdS h "fel and in char- 

thtntfclvctone head^ The Lord Chrifi, called David their King, 

Church * S Tht SS? “"f f ? ne Hcad > and united to him 

Pfl/ ' V, T i l, d ' ndecd appointed, and fet up over the Church by God, 

■a a' 6 ‘ f ph i' 1 f Ll * hut the Sa,nrs are faid t0 appoinc Chrifi their head and 
indeed, to fee the Crown upon his head, asC^.iT. when they^chufe bimand 

Sons Tnd u r tl C S S °, Veraign> 7 h< ^^^^^efiefiimations, 5 ' mofi vigorous 

hJf « h / utmofi; endeavours of unfained obedience, they fet him up m their 
heartsaand ferve him in their hves ; g,v, n g him the preheminence, and^olding 

C / ^o nfi‘r n ip r 1 : h Z tdm *jff ke he * d ' as tilc Apoftles exprefiion isf 

Col.z.ip. not of Paul, w Apollo, or Cephas. That Popifii Buzzard was utterly 
our who faid that he had found in the Dictionaries, that Cephas fignifieth an 
Head and that therefore Veter was head of the Church. For neither doth Cephas 
fignihe an Head but n Stone or Roc nor, if itdid, would thatprove, what he 
alledgethitfor. fudah and Ifrael (hall appoint to themfelves one head, not more 
then one The Church is no t bclluamultorumcapitum: neither is there any need 
of a minifierial head of the Church : Indeed there is a contradiction in the 
J^eakiT enCl ° n ° f K ° 0e Wel1 obferveth J a Minifierial Head; itisabfurdto 

f’* 11 ? 0 ™*? 0ut *f th ' Und : '-c. They (hall be gathered into the hea- 
fait[ } 0cco/am Pfl Jtt J i J They (hall come up from their miferable life, 
whir^ L T he \l fr f° m Cheir ear . cIll y affeftions, faith Hierom. Rather, from Chaldea ,or 
A CaptIva 5 cd and t d,f P er f ed > to f*r*T*l'm; there to joyn in the fame 
S ° 1 Tc£ L (1S r < ; ncC , the twelve Tribes did before the fchifm under feroboam) 
with the Chnfiian Church, and fo go on the way to the kingdom of heaven. 

,j£Fr at uTJChrifi (faith Hierom) who is C lods feed, 
f . drh , fee his feed nn&fo prolong hts dayes by a fuccefiion of Saints, Efay 53. 10. 

when^ rh" 1 S°f. f° W d og^at things in that day^f his power, PjJ. 100. 3. 
fl? 6 ? ^ be a ’^cllous increafe of his Church, which he (hall fowwith 

ofbeafts > revealing his arm (another etymologie of the word J«- 3 r -37.’ 
Inn^ f 1€ mgathcnng 0f bis £lea - Sic » Ottogefimns oLvtu mirabths Ezccb -^-J 8 * 

B CHAP. 




CHAP. II. 


Verfe i. {\iy unto your brethren AmmtJ Befides the publike preaching of this gra- 
v 3 clous promife, chap. I. I o. There itftsall be /aid unto them c re. charge 
!s here given that this be the fubjeft of their more private difeourfe alfo: and that 
they that fear the Lord ipcak often one to another, we that were not a people, 
are now a people.- wc that had not obtained mercy, have now obtained mercy. 
Hftreti. Jubet per Frophetam nehac vox inccclcfia taceatur. God commands by the pro¬ 
phet that thefe fweet words Ammi Ruhamah, be tofTed and talked of at every 
friendly meeting ; 1 will not leave you fatherlefle: In me the fatherlefie findcth 
mercy: I will never leave thee, I will not, not , not forfakc thee : fo many Nots 
Heb. 13. 5. there arein the Originall for more aflurance, God would have fuch precious paffa- 
ges as thefe, to be rehearfed (even in the places of drawing water Judg. 5. ir. 
where the maids met to fetch water, or do other ordinary chares ) for tnuruall in- 
couragement, and for the pra'ife of his name. O the matchlefs mercy of our God I 
O the never-enough adored depth of his free grace 1 who would not fear thceo 
Pful. oz. 1. King of Nations 1 who would not be telling of thy goodneffe in the morning, and 
of thy faithfulneffe every night ? Read that triumphant Pfal. 145:. per mum- 
and be you ever chaunting out, (as they of old at their daily employments) aliquid 
\Davidicttm j fo building up one another with Plalms and hymns and fpirituall 
fong*. Think but on thefe two words in the text, and you cannot wane matter. 

Is it nothing to be in covenant with God, and to be under mercy? O bluffed 
Pfal. 144. 15, are the people that have the Lord for their God , faith David. But 1 obtained mer¬ 
cy faith Paul. 1 Tim. j. 16. and that was his his confident 

boafiing, where ever he came, being aconflant preacher of Gods free grace: (as 
was Ukewifc Aufiin , which makes him hardly cenluredby the Semipciagian pa- 
pills and Arminians as an enemy to nature, beeaufe lo high a friend to grace. 3 
Neither is he forgctfull to tell his Ephefians and others to whom he writeth, that 
they were once dead in fins and trefpafl'es, but now, quickened together with Chrifi 
&c. They were forreiners, blit now fellow-citizens with the Saints: they were 
Eph. 5. 3 , darknefle, but now light in the Lord, and fhould therefore Veall^as children of light, 
and talk of his praifes, who had drawn them out of dreadfull darkneffe, into mar¬ 
velous light. Come, faith David, and I will tell you what God hath done for my 
foul. The Lord hath done great things for us, laith the Church, whereat wc arc 
Pfal. 66. 1 p. glad. He which is mighty hath done to me great things: and holy is his name, 
Pfal. 126. 3. faith the blcffed Virgin. Say ye unto your brethren Ammi, and to your fillers 
Luke. j. 4 9. Ruhamah. Say it, fay it, to brethren and to lifters, upon every opportunity, and 
with the utmoft importunity, thatit may take impreilion upon their fpirits,and not 
beasafcalefctupon the water, nor as raine falling upon a rock that leaves no figne 
behind it. The Grecians being delivered out of fervitude by Flaminins the llo-i 
Flutark- man General, rang out Soter,Soter , that is Saviour, Saviour, with fucb a courage, f 
that the very birds of the ay re, aftonifhed thereat, fell to the earth. The people of 
Ifrael gave fuch a loud fhout at the return of the Ark, that the ea-th rang againe. A 
drowning man being pulled out of the water by Alphonfus King of Arragon , and 
Valer Max rc ^ cuc ^ ^ rom great a death, cryed ont ( as foon a; he came again to himfelf ) by 
Chriflian. p. 41 way of thankfulneffe Arragon, Arragon. let us cry as loud Ammi , Ruhamah , hi- 
s. Sam. 7.12- therto God hath helped us, who were lately (with thefe Ifraelitcs in the \v ildernefle) 
Pfal. 11 6. 8. talking of our graves. Say therefore with the Pfalrmft, nccaufc thou haft- delivered 
my foul front death , mine eyes from tears , my feet from falling , I will wall ^ before 
the Lo v d in the land of the living &c. 

Verfe 2. Plead with you r mother, plead J Here of right begins the fccond 
chapter (the former vcrlc being not fo fitly feparated from the forint r chapter) and 
it is nothing elfe but a commentary upon the firfl, as Parcus well noteth. For the 
Prophet here procccdeth in accufing the people of difloyality and ingratitude: 
whereupon he denounccth a divorce and punilhment :and then forcrcllcth rheir re¬ 
pentance and return into favour with God under the kingdom of the Me/fink. Now 
the end wherefore both the accufation and the promife is here reiterated, is not lo 
much to confirm what had been before affirmed as to fet forth the means whereby 
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this off-caft people was to be at length reduced unto the Church : viz.. Partly by cx- 
ternall mcanes ( as fharp Sermons and fore affi iftions ) and parrly by the intcrnall 
grace of the Spirit of God, and good affiance of his love fealed up to them, by 
limdry fpirituall and tcmporall favours conferred upon them ; as fo many love-tokens. 
Come wc now to the words of this verfe ■ where Oecolampadius begins the chap¬ 
ter: plead With your mother , plead It is verbum forenfe , faith Mercer. An ex- 
preffion borrowed from pleaders at the bar. <7 J. Be in good earneft with her,rcbuke 
her roundly and openly, according to the nature of her offence: that flic may be 
found in the faith, and alhumed of her perfidioufnefs. What though flic be your 
mother, and in that refpeft to be honoured by you, yet fhc is a per verfe reb'ellir 
ous woman tbs Saul once laid of his fon Jonathans mother ( how truly I enquire not: 
malice little regard, - nuth, fo it may £<?//.or kill) and therefore to be barely and 
boldly told her own- Befides, we cannot better fhew our refped to Parents, rhen 
by fccking their fouls health: and by dealing fairly buc freely with them therein. Not 
as Walter ADtfts ( fotnetimes Arch-deacon of Oxford ) did by hi< mother 0 .hutch 
of Rome: For relating the grofle fimony of rhe Pope in confirming the election of 
Reginald ballard fon of J octfin Bifhop of S arum into the fea of Bath , he 
thus concludes His narration. Sit /amen Dom/na materq- noflra Roma baculus 
in aqua fraclns : & abfic credere qua vidimus : yet let our Lady, and mother 
Rome be as a flick put into the water, which feems to be broken, but is not 
fo : and far be it from u«, to beleeve our own eyes againft her. Was this 
charitv ? or ftupidity rather ? Charity may be ingenuous, buc not fervile and 
blockilh. It i- not love but hatred (if Afofes may judge ) to buffer fin in a 
deareft friend to paffe uncontrolled. Good Afa depofed his own mother for her 
idolatry: and our Edward the fixt would not be drawn by any perfwafion of friends 
or fear of enemies, to indulge his filler, the Lady Mary, to have Mafic faid in her 
houfe.The truth is, thofc Ammis and Ruhamah's that have found mercy from God, 
they have their hearts lo fired upthcreby with a holy zeal for him, that they cannot 
endure to lee him difhonoured, but mull appear and plead for him agairilt any in 
the world. Again, as any one is more affured of his own lalvationby Chrift, the 
more lie thi. fteth after thcfalvation of ethers ; as we fee evidently in Saint Paul 
thut vcjfcll of mercy. I am perfwaded, faith He, or / am fare, that neither life nor 
death, ore. fill ever fe par ate me from Gods love in Chrift. And what followes in the 
very next WO - d •, but this, I faj the truth in Chrift, I lie not, my confcience alfo bear-' 
ing mtrwitnefs in the holy Ghoft ; That I have great hca vinefs and continstall forrow in 
my hart. For I could wiffj that my fclf were accurfed from Chrift , for my brethren my 
kinfmen according to the /left , Who are Jfraclites, See. And how cfteftually and con- , 
viucingly he plcadeth with them to draw them to Chrlftand hold them clofe to him, 
that golden Lpiftle to the Hebnwcs will well witnefs to the worlds end * 

For the is net my wifef for 1 have put her away by a bill of divorcement, Ifai.^o.i. 
with a l-hbc tibi qua tua/unt (which was the form of divorce among the Romanes ) 
Take thine own things and be gone. Now the Jewifli Synagogue had nothing (he 
could propei ly call her own, buc fin and mibn-y : when God firft took her, (he had 
not a t ag to her back, Ezek.16.1 o. nor any kind of comclinefs. But what he was 
pleafed to put upon her, verfe 14. But f hc( foolift Woman and unwife , Deut.^z.^.) 
trufting in her borrowed beauty plaid the harlot, & poured out her fornication on eve¬ 
ry one that pa fed by : his it was verfe 1 y. The Synagogue of Rome is fuch another 


Rom. 9.1,3,3* 
4 - 


tnerctrix meretrici/pma qua gremium claudit ncmini , as her own fbns fay of her, by 
way of commendation. Saint John callcth her the whore, th egreat whore , Rev. 17 . 1 . 
iy. and further tclL ch us that ihc fttteth upon her paramours in a bale inanner, in 
an un(eemly fort, fttteth upon their very confcienccs, and keepes them under by 
force: whereas Stephen King of Polony ( one of her fon 4 | but not altogether fo obfe- 
quious) was wont to fay,that God had required three things to himfelf,: ex ni- \ 
hi/e aliquid facerc, fc ireful nr a , cF dominari velle confcicntijs, that is, to make fbme- 
thing of nothing, to know things to come, and to bear rule over mens confidences. 

How file f orccthi men to commit folly with her by the crucll Inquifition ; arid how 
(he hireth others for preferments ( Luther was offered a Cardinalfliip: Bejfarion of 
Nice was won over to her by fuch an offer; Thomas Saranzitts was ofa poor Shoo- 
makers fon made Bifhop, Cardinall and Pope,-ai! in one year, and called Nicolas the tae iso”' 
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pf %^^ C Jl Sh ^- efaid ° f " S,Iv1ks Cmoa of Trent • aicerw. d. Pope 
i" s , the lcc ° nd ) “ ndtor ? P““ to °. “ notoriotifly known to the Chrilt.an worid! 
Stratagem nunc tfi l ontifi: mm dit are mult os ttt pn c(fe delirium faith a <j, w->A a i 

It is one of the Popes Stratagems to enrich men^a/he 

and bring them into his own vaffallage. In divers .owns of („fj 

burgh,crc.) there was a known a lowancc bv the v.*ar f‘n - f,r h / K . 

become Papifts. Thus this whore of Rome S Her tttZZol whit 
is elfewhcre complained, £*ek. 1633. They give gfits to all chores ( an d fobuvre 
pentance at too dear a rate ) but thou givejl thy offits to all thy hvenandhlcfiZZ 
that they may come unto thee on every tide for thy ihoredom : Tea thou hajl pfjd Z 
harlot with them , and yet could ft not be fdtisfied , verf - 8 Tr , va< . k nr r ; S 1 , 

that God ihotiid rail her off a now n'o wffc of hi^tnan 1 Zee^'Z XT 
as flic iliewed her felf notably ,,, the rrent-Conventide: where with * wlZiZe 
head that refuftd to be afhamed fhe not finely c [tab It tied by a L >w rh ir • if, 
Idolatry, but aifo fat forth that Heathen,ih 

the Apocrypha to the holy Canon, the Vulg„ r puddle to the Hebrew and G eek 
fountains, unwritten venties and trad,dons to the (icred Scriocures a d forth , 
addeth,that the holy Ghoft hin.feif is notto e hcaikcj tm , ""ak h "n “ve, S 
plainly and expteltely, mj, acted.,, men, net, pu rp „ rau , fr0 „ s , P ") 11 V “J? 
Ihe may have the interpreting of his meaning, according to her wad O n.onitn ons 
in.pudency,dc ervmg .divorce 1 True it is that God hawth patting away .ill™ 
and Jfa. 50.1. he tells thefc Jew.*, that he bad not g.vcn their mother’a bill of dit 
vorccmciH,»f/j/f»r mojofi et crudeles manti ascruell and f o •*. a d hu-bands uf'e to 
do for every I ght offence. But what he had done this wav, he was mcerch con" 
peli d to it;as notable to wink any longc. at thei flagi-ious prbftdcs: Hear his own 

'7 " ‘ h ' b>l ‘°fS°"'•»”>«" divorcement n>h<mt l 

have par a« ay ? or Wh.cbof my erodeHurt u to Whom l have foldyou ? Jiehot I for tour 

And vet no Ttt ]0 " r[l lvcs > “ ni t\ J°“: ^‘"krefton, is your mother ft Lay. 
And yet not fo far put away ncitner, butthac ,f (he repent, (he mav be received 
again: and that s no fmall mercy. See Jer. 3.1. Thu (ay If a man a t i: 
wife and fie go from him and become another mans, fial/he Return urno her 11 Tin ? 
Shall not that laudbe greatly polluted ! but ehou haft pla.d the harlot with many litre 
jet return again to me, Jaith the Lord. Lo, God is above Law • and Im . 

Sawn to do he j? lU d ° that hi ' peopl , thilC Bonc cllc 111 like cafe wou.d ever be 
tei “dodltkem,other > fauh the Prophet, by?™ of 
admiration. David never came near his concubines more after thit Ahri u a 
gone in to them,a„d Achitophtl judged that aft would be iu h a .n a^” j 
would never put up . and therefore gave that pernicious counle I *8* Gods 
thonghtsare notasmans thoughts, neither are o„t„,., rs hie toaytt, <j-c Of tnmv 
and multiplied-pardons. But 4* the heavens an higher then the earth a ’ 1 Y> 
higher ,hen our Way,,and his thought, then our Lfhtt .We t Z to t ZXteZ 
according to our own modell ; and to have as low thoughts of K ? 3 

nefs as thole Mifcrcants once had of his power, when 3 they demanded cfnGod 
prepare a ,able for a, in, he wllderntfe ? d he gil,, us ZllfTe^tZZei 

ly a Finite creature cannot beleevc the infinite attributes of God rhreuel lv wi,h >rt 
iupeinaturall grace*: which therefore muft be implored, and every If us excited 

hZZd7iufol fo 5°T a S jintohim ’ and will (peak peace. IV 
i . > y^a he crycs after you ; as once, Return you baa, (Udm? childrm and I 
Leeher therefore fu, away her whoredom, out of her fghej Notoutof my fght, 
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( as rt La fide readeth ir, neither according to the Original, nor yet his own vulgar 
Iranllation ) but out of her fight. , or from her face^ and her adulteries from be- 1°%?$**' 
twuen hirbrcajls. Sid quid hoc Jwi cult ? faith Calvin her.e. But what may be the ^ 
meaning of rhis. Jt iiirely leenietli harfh to fay, that women play chewhoresi 
either with their faces, or witli their breads: And yet it is not unknown to the 
Beamed what Art h,jil. i} .s the Philofophcr faid to a young wanton, that caffiuli- 
iull looks, and laftivioi-s glances upon others 5 Nihil intenjl efuibns 'rmmbris ct»*di 
ftis pnjtermibiii an prior Huts : You may be naughty-packs more wayes then one 
And Plutarch tells of a certain Oratour, that faid of an impudenc fellow ♦ Quod L l 
inociilu haberct nun KO&S fed idpi’es, chat he had in his eyes not Pupils but Punks. 

AndS.yW faith of the .Salaries of his time, that they had eyes full If the adul- 
un U;'i ( 10 runs the (higmail) and that could not ceafe to finne, zVtr. i. jj. it Jk n fcat. 
is evident enough (faith Calvin) that the Prophet in this Text alludech co the man- u a r 
ner of harlots, painting their faces, decking, or laying out cheir breafls to allure 
lovers. Filthy dreiiing and naked breaffs, ( faith another Divine) this is whoredom 
nww ire bnajh. A third caJiech naked breafis and wriffs, abhor,edfilth. Hierom B’fitldon t 
faith,If a man or woman adorn,or carry chemfelves fo,as to provoke others to luff af- ;Vf ’*, 
ter them,though no evil follow upon ir,yct the parties (hall fufirer eternal damnation • * hMin ‘ 
becaufe they offered poyfon to others, though none would drink it. In Scripture^, 
women taxed for this, were notorious wicked perfons, and ulualiy whores* as7"*i- 
mar^ thofe D.- im <f ls, Efhy 3. Dives, Luke 16. Lupa Jiomana, l^v. 1.73. 

Our Henry t lie fixch, when a Mask of women were prefented unco him whereof 
fome of them fliewed their naked breads, he left the prefence, crying, fir, He m 

dies, m fooih ye are to blame, tobarethoje parts to the eye, of man, that no,lure ap- ‘ ’ 

point id modify to conceal. fndtrUfi the timnerour, feeing fome counrrey wenches 
n qj flounce, in dancing to fhew their naked legs, Earn us, laid he, merit ric u ,n b* ■ 
hid us eft non vtrginum. Let us go hence, for this is not maids play, but whores ra- ,, 
ther. I \\zi Tonk.er in the Proverbs, was met by a woman with the attire of an r,y 
harlot and fubnll of heart, or trujfed up about the breafis , with her upper parts na- ’ 
ked, like a bedlam. So Levi Ben Gtrfom, fhe met him with her naked breads !> '° 

Hht ?‘I h P f p methlnSCl t rC " aked > ? h j ch modefty forbids co name, as fome condrue J-V// ,uid«o 
that Text, Prov.j. 1 o. to (lie caught him and kifTed him, verfe. 1 3 , with ffrano e i m - d«. 
pudency: and no quedion but having caught him, her luft grew more flagrant: as ^ Vt; fc * ? 
by unclean touches of the face and breads, men are more enkindled. Hence that of 
our Saviour in expounding the feventh Ciommandement, AJatth. <t. 3 o ]f the nirhe K ’Su™ 
hand C fend thee, fc. by dalliance, and wanton touches, c* it ojf&c. ' HippiSef 
obfervech, that there arc ven.c cr via ab utero ad ma mi lias , veins and pcfTa«es 
that go from the beily to the breads; and that’s the reafbn that he mvesof die 
temptation to hid, that is in the breads. Keep thy felf pure, faith Sarnt Paul to 
ms fonne Tnnousy, And again, The younger women exhort with purity, ox c'oaflity 
It is not fafe to pry into the beauty of young women. Vt vidi at peri j &c. ’I he 
eyes are thole windows of wickcdnede, and loop-holes of luft. Let her therefore 
put away her n mm doms out of her fight. And let not the ftrange wema h take thee Hov.u.^. 
wn .3 her ey finis, Jaith Solomon, lor prevention hereof, in Cbryfifioms time the 
women were ihsjoyned from the men in the Church, by a woodden wall. *And 
J ert till tan lliltll CO the Clirtftian women, j udicabunt VOS Arabia, faemime Ethnic .e 
k^c. Ihe i-enrhen women of Arabia ftiall judge you: for they do not onely cover D -vehnd 
eir faces but their heads too ; am! rather then they will have any part appear ^7 ’ 
ii.iutJ, ,.k\ v.nlLtt.ie light but into one eye. J11 Barbary , they fay, it is death 
forau-v man lo lee one of r!ie Xvriffies concubines ; and for them too, if when they 
lee man (though but thorow a cafement) that do not fuddenly fereek ou^ ? 5 

! N.. lions of people have died of the wound in the eve. /Iholab and Aholibah chat 
«'• ;;r,u/ anu )ud«.\ no looncr law the Adrians, (thofe defirable young men) 

1 1 - wi pu:J . >l, ^ e . d ?P°f *>uc they doted upon thofe Paramours, and 

received them into the bed of love, £**, 23.16, 17- Et divaricait tibUsfiJ 
h ^N' ,0 : 2 5* and multiplied their whoredoms. The very fight of the Altar af Da- 
n! ‘"'f s ' tC "i®,? to have one of the fame fafhion, 2 King. 16. And [erobo.im 
<KIC oi . 'dyft where the Ox was worfhipped, brought home two Calves 
w irh him ; a;wi Jet them up at D,m and Bethel, 'i he iShcodemitVs and I'artiilifts hold 
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it no fin, to be prelent atidoll-fcrvice, and alledge a Text for it out of Apocryphall 
Jiurttc. But a good Interpreter well obferveth, chat, that which is intended fpecially 
here, in chefe words. Let her put away her whoredoms out of her fight, and her 
adulteries,&c. is, that they Ihould not be content mecrly with change of their heat rs, 
to fay. Well, we will acknowledge the Lord to be the true God, and our hearts (hall 
wholly trull in him ; but forthefe externall things, what great matter is in them ? 
Oh no, they mult abftain from all appearance of evil, from the badges of Idolatry, 
&c. Thus he. Thofc badges, or enfignes of Idolatry they ufually carried between 
their breafts, (faith another Authour ) to tdlifie that the idoll had their hearts; 
whereas Chrift fliould have been there, Cunt. i. 13. Who to Ihew his dear love to 
his Church, appeared Co J ohn girt about the paps with a golden girdle , Kcv. 1.13. 
Sec the Note there. Cor jtdes amoris. J he heart is the feat of the affections. Hence 
God calleth for it; My /onr.e give me thine heaiti and the devil drives for it, 
J-.uk. 21. 3. Ail. 5.3. Once he drove about a dead mans body, Jude ver. 9. but his 
defigne therein, was to havefet up an idoll for himl'elf in the hearts of the living. 
His eldeil fon and fucceffour the Pope, ufeth the fame policie. It was a watch¬ 
word in Gregory the thirteenths time, in Queen Elizabeths dayes. My /on, give me 
thy heart : DifTemble, go to Church, be a Papifl in heart, and then do what ye 
will: Take the Oath of Allegiance, Supremacy, any thing that Ihall be put 
to you, I will abfolve you. Do but carry a Crucifix beeweenyour breads (that’s 
the place where they wear fuch mawmets ) and kilfe it when you have iworn (as 
J^i wgs the eleventh of France uledtodo) and it Ihall fulfice. An oath upon the 
fconfidence of a Popilh Idolater is like a colier upon a Monkeys neck; that he will 
Hip on for his Mailers pleafure, and flip off again for his own. Pujcenius fcoffes 
1 Ling James for the invention of the Oath of Allegiance. Equivocation the Jefuitcs 
have invented, or revived rather, adconfolationem aftliclorum Caibolicorum, for the 
comfort of atHidled Catholikes, as Garnet and Blackwell profeffe. So impudent 
is Idolatry, fuch frontleffe whoredoms appear in their very faces, they openly 
proditute themfelves; Imo volunt extare ftgna foeditatis jure, fait \\ Calvin, here 
they hang out their filthy fupcrdicionsin the fight of the Sun, as Sodom : they fee 
them upon the clife of the rock., as Jeruf'alem, E *?4 24.7,8. ut ftmiles fint 
publicts fcortu, like common whores thatfolicite lovers, and fend to them, asfhe, 
22. It was a fad complaint God made Chap. 7 . 1. of this Prophecie. When 
J would ha ve healed Ifracl, then the iniquity of Ephraim Was difcovcred, thin it 
broke forth m the leprofe in their fort heads : Their fornications were not oncly coven 
but overt. Their whoredomes in the face, were their worlhipping the two golden 
Calves and Baalim ( faith P are ms) their adulteries between their breafts, were their 
trud in Idols, in the arm of flefh, in confederacies, &c. when they would feem ne- 
verthelefTe to trud in God alone : As now the Papids profcffe to do, and have there¬ 
to coyned diverfe nice didindions of worlhip, per Je, &- peraccidens, proprie , q- 
improprie , and a hundred the like evafions. But there is no hiding of their Affes 
cars by thefe fubtiltics. Dodor Reynolds in his Books de tdoUtrh Roman a hath 
( among others ) proved them rank Idolaters, mfton writes, that Ins head aked 
in reading that Book; but they all yceld it unanfwerable.- and yet they repent not 
of the works of their hunds, that they/host Id not wor/hip devils, and idols of gold , 
and ft her, and brajfe, and /'tones, and of wood , which neither can fee. nor hear nor 
walk. Revel. 9. 20. But, as thofe that make them, are like unto them, fo arc all 
thofe that trull in them, ftockifli, and dupid ; given up to the efticacy ofnrotir, to 
belceve a lie, yea and chat againd common fence, Jfaiah 44. 17. which is nofmall 
dumbling-block, to both Jews and Mahometans. 

Rerfe 3. Left J /trip her nak^d ] Dims idco minatnr ttt non pttniat. God there¬ 
fore threatneth, that he may not proceed to punilh. Here he doth not fo much di- 
red as threaten, as conditionally terrifie, from the pernicious effed, or fad ifliie of 
their adulteries, a full and finall deflation, after an utter deprivation of Gods 
gifts and graces, Ihadowed under a fourfold Metaphor. 1. Of dripping her of all 
her borrowed beauty, thofe jewels, and that comelinelfe that he had put upon her. 
2. Of reducing her to her fird forlorn condition wherein he found her, 
vh. in her blood, in her blood, in her blood, as it is there laid and fee out tor Greater 
t mphafts. 3. Of laying her Waft as a wilderne'fe, ( by the incurfions and hofti li ties 
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of cruel enemies) or, as in the wi/derne(Je ( fo fome read it, by underftanding the 
particle In) chat is, as in the wildernelfe of Arabia, where they were put to great 
ftraits when they came out of Egypt. The very firft handfel God gave them there, 
was bittcrne/Je and thirft. It was by AJarah chat they came to Elint, &c. 4. Of af¬ 

flicting and punifhing her with the mod: mifcrable and unfuffcrable kinde of death 
1 will /lay hi r With thirft , which is worfe then tobeflain with'hunger. All which 
is foretold, with fome hope nevertheleffc of grace and forgivenefle) if Ihe return 
and feek the Lord ; as by the word left is fecrecly given to underdand: Left 1ftrip 
her naked, J Asa jealous husband ihatcheth away with indignation the clothes 
and ornaments that he had bellowed upon bis adulterous wife. The Lord threac- 
neth the wanton women of Zion, to make naked their fecrec parts, E fay 3:17. fo 
that their Ihame fliould be feen, E/I747.3. even all their nakedne/fe, E*fJ^. 16.37. 
to dilcovcr their skirts upon tueir { ace, as Nahum* 3- 5 - Thus the great whore of 
Babylon is threatned with nakednefle. Revel. 17.16. And this we lee already per¬ 
formed upon her in part, as Mr. Philpot barely told Chadfey in that vehement ex- 
preJlionol his, Afore God, you are barc-brctcbt in all your religion: he uccereth Afl.fy Mon. 
it fomewhac more groflely. There was a bafe cuftome in Rome, that when any 
woman was taken in adultery, they compelled her ( for a punilhment ) openly and 
beaflly to play the harlot: tinging a bell whiles the deed was doing, that ail the 
neighbours might be made aware. This the good Emperour Eheodofius cook away, M 1 »tit 
and made better Lawes for the punifliment of adultery. God, when he threatneth lifeofVwod 
to ftrip the Jewifli Synagogue naked, meaneth (faith Mercer) that he will take fenior. 47. 
away ornament a regni v/acerdotit chofe ornaments of the Kingdome, and of the 
Prieflhood, leave them as, zChron. 15. 3. without the true God, and without a 
teaching Pried, and without Law, fine lege, fine rege, fine fide, as the Braftltans 
arc faid to be. The children of Ifrael ( faith our Prophet, Chap. 3.4. where he in¬ 
terprets this Text) /hall abide many dayes Without a King , and without Prin¬ 
ces, and without a facrifice , and without an image , and without an Ephod, 
and without Teraphim t that is, without any forme of civil Government and 
without any cxercife of true ( yea or of falfe J religion. What a comfort was 
it to good David, in his banilhment, and after the flaughter of the Priefls by Sari 
( even fourfeore and five perfons, that did wear a linnen Ephod, 1 Sam. 22.18. ) 
that hbiathar the fon of Abimelech, came down to him toKeilah, with an Ephod 
in his hand, and that thereby he could enquire of God what to do as lie did 1 1Sam.23f.cV 
Sam. 30. 7 ? And what a grief and mifery to Saul, that God had forfaken him in 
thofe vifible pledges of his favour, and would not be found of him ? Hence he 
lay all open and naked to his enemies; who now might do what they would to him, 
and none to hinder them. This alfo was the cafe and condition of the people when 
Aaron (by making the golden Calf at their command ; had made thepeople«.i- 
ked unto their /hameamongU their enemies , Exod. 32.25. that is, deftitute of Gods 
powerfull protection, and dcprived.of their former priviledges. A people,or a perfon 
may fin away their happineffe; and forfeit the favours they formerly enjoyed- An 
hypocrite may lofe his gifts, and common graces; as that idle and evil fcivant did 
his talent; his light may be put out in obfeure darknefle. See E^cch. 43. n 17 
with the Note. * ’ 

and fit her as in the day that (Jjc was born, 1 Not onely nudum tanepuam ex ma- 
tre. Naked as ever (lie was born, ( The Albigenfes in France, thofe old Proteftants. 
were turned out ftark-naked, both men and women, at the caking of Carcaffon by 
the command of the Popilh Bifhop : and fo were thoufandsof good Chriftians by 
the bloody Rebels in Ireland now alate ) but asfhe was born of the Amorite and 
Hnnte- her navel was not cut, her birth-blot was not waflied in water, naylhee 
was call out into the open field, and no eye pitied her. ( as the Princeffedid Mo/es 
and as the fliepherdeffe did Romulus and Remus ) See ail this and more, mod de- 
to g e ther with what high honour,and fumptuous ornaments 
God did put upon her, ver/e 11,12. What this people were in the day of their na- 
UMizy h/fjuah telleth them in part. Chap. 24. 2. Your fathers dwelt on the other 
fide of the flood in old time , even Terah the father of Abraham, and the father 
of Aahor arid lerved other gods: And I took your father Abraham out of Ur of 
the Chaldees ,as a brand out of that‘fire,&c. and gave him Ifaac a Aiid I gave unto 
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Jfaac Jacob , who, together with his children, went down into Egypt, w h L . re r [ t ,y 
tel! to the worfhippingof Jdols, 16. 26. And although they were there held 
under ir.ilerabk letvirude , yee they continued exceeding wicked and abominable, 
i he fire ol their alHitfions (ecmed to harden their hearts, as much a j the fi-c of 
■ tiic nacL> the bricks they made. Hence, as they 1 ard. ued their heat t-, God 
hardened his hand, and had haftened their deftruftion, had it not been that he had 
je.md the Wrath cf the enemy ; left their ad-erfartes Jboitld behave tinnflUcs 
J ‘ aK dleft they Should JUy^ our blind is high , and the Lord /n.th not done .ill 

l t{jis • The Pfaliniffc was fenfible of all this & therefore iz.th.Our fathers un 'e flood » ot 
tny Won Itrs in Egypt / hey > vmcmbredmt the multitude of thy mercies fiat pr 0 yo^t. d i<l, n 
atdc tin Red fea. Nevcrthrieffe he faved them for his Names Jake O'c. 

Andwhat Was it cfc, bet the relped to his own great Name, and the rememinoce 
of his holy covenant that moved the Lo d to premonilh this perverl'e people (i f 
their preknt danger : and not to li fter his whole wrath to arifo agamft then! and 
torufh in upon them without a AY /W, left I let her as in (he day &c. 7. e\jo-e 
thus Will I do unto ttec, O \fr.n l : and bccattfc I will do this unto thce t prepare to mat 
thy God W'ith intreaties of peace. left your houie be ltfc unto you ddolate. Luc. zi. 
leadwra h feile upon you, and that without remedy. And make her .tsa nil. 
demtejs^ after that 1 have brought her out of a wildemcfie, and let her in a land that 
flowcih with milk and hony. God can tjuiclcly curfe our blejfng;, and deftroy us 
afrci chat he hath done us good. See this excellency let forth i/or 5. and \er. 
} 7 : 5 ; 6 • io 7 - 34 - 'Lech, 7. 14. with rhe Note 1 here, and rake heed left 
living in gods good land, Luc nor by Gods good hwes, wc forfeit all into his hand 
and he take the forfcituic. I ; ot he hac.rather that Wild beafts fhoiftd devour the 
good of a land, yea, that i'atyres and devils ft.ould dance there : then that w.ckcd 
and ftubbern finners ftimildci.joy it. If Philip of Spain could lay he had >a.ber have 
no fubjeft.., then Lutheran fubjYfts : And if the Count r 11 of Tholouje (out of a like 
blind zeale tor propagating Popery ) did decree that the very houie fhould be poll¬ 
ed down mcjua fucrit inventus tun tic us wherein an heretick fas they then caihd 
Gods true fervantsjiva = found: How much move fhall the King of heavcn,che righte¬ 
ous judg, root out and pluck up a rabble of rebels that ref jfe to be ruled by him. 
Idolatry is a Land-del olating fln t and brings m ihe devouring fwoid J nd% y. y 
/>/. 78. 58. 59. .62. }er. 22. 7. 8. cf Cavetc ah Unlit. And flay them with 
thirflj Sttrgir Inc oratio , furgit ajfliclio ■ l o be flame with chi ft is a grievous j-uio- 
menr. Lyfim.-tcbus parred with his kingdoms, fora draught of water in a dry 
land : and made himlelf of a great King a miferablc Captive to the King of hates. 
"Darius fly ing horn h;s enemies, was glad to drink of a dirty puddle, chat had vi¬ 
rion lying in it: piofcAingthac it was the fwccteft draught that ever he drank in 
hislite. Dives would have givenall that cv<rhew,s' worth fora drop of cold 
water. 1 he members, infcebicd for want of duemoilture, feck to the veync^for 
relief, the veines ro the liver, the l iver to the hntrals, the EntiaU to the ventri¬ 
cle, he 1 eno icle t > the orifice, But thele being not ab c to imrart what they can 
not receive, One he cryes. Father Abraham. ^Buthofpitable Abraham huh it 11 >i 
■ to him: fire and brimftone, ftormeand tcmpelf, is now the poit:onol his cup 
extream thirftisa pi*cc of He/s pains and oncof the greateft of earths miicii-s* 

A dearie: vatic of Godin Queen A-I.tr ics dayrs, (k. pnnd pined inprifon J would 
lame have drunk his own water : but for want of rn-ur fiim.nr could make none 
Jnward refrefilings he had, even thol adii ine confd.,tints ><f,be maay s : he dr nk 
of the river of oods pleasures, l'Jal. 26. 8. whi.h oft h m imoaiWetfl n* 
at which time one clad all in white leaned to ftand before h m and to fay, Sam]. I 
Samuel 'be of good cheer, lor after this day tho fii dr never be hung: y or rhi*Vtv 
more : for loon after this he v as buried : and f om th^t timetill he'llionld fi,ff- r 
he felt neither hunger nor thirft (as himfelf decla cd) though he were kept by t! c* 
cruel Zf of Norwich with 2. or 3 . morfcls of bread every da , and th ee fpoon fuls 
onelv of water. Mercer expounds this text of fpirituall thi ft, tin ft no that w s 
foretold by Amos. Ueocj.fubJn verf 4. iaich OecoLmpadius , and theo fi.re God 
addeth in the next verfe, that he will nor have mercy upon her children , hut will hi/f 
them wdh death • hurl them to hell as he threarencrh to do ]ef.le('sc '--ildren X?/. z 
7 3. Oh when the poor foul fitali bem a wilderneflo in a dry and th.i fly h.n j’ Uunh- 
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cd.ndparchcd with thcfenfcof fin and (care of wrath TYlTcn the terrourof 5^“ 

3 tss.a*x 52 isa:i 

Apoftle hath it, for any Beer-lahai-roi, to fill the bottle at, yea foranv^W^ * hil 

teth ox bray cth my foul after thee. My foulthirficth for God &c. Oh when Lu\ 

■ *N car f e f°P G A The tedrs hclve bcen m J meat &c. Hunters fav the Ptti * 42> I,2 *2 
Hart iheds tears (or fomtbing like; when hotly n ur fued and cannor efr^J u 
jsa bcaft thirfty by nature, and whofe thirftiLK 

thi^ Und, of God was even a reading in the fire of his fathers wrath, he^ryed^ut 

atid have no water of the well of life to relieve them, wL^odTwafhVa 
mettle Th- T’ ^ f alleth “P°" th ™ Heft, like molten-lead or Zte-bcl£ 

° x f “cks in water, fhall fufk the 
rh!!|!i^uanh,Vft&™ 0fVJpCrS ' an ^ have none to pitty them. W Sptra felt 

d'd p A "j ,viu h *™ miry upon her children Lo here another. And 
to tholc foure afore; and more dreadfull then theteft: Like as that ta theTfi of ' 
prtmpyaf. IJ. where I\u/lnot fhewyoit favour t was worfe to them then their 

";T 0, "S e r tt T, Say that God do call off his people, yet if he fay 
they fhall be as tf 1 had not cafl them off t and will hear them Zech I o 6 rhr* n ffl A n r 
on isnothingfo great, as when he lends „ I ^ =' 

ofmerey, as here Oh, this pure wrath, thisj^twYw, ”“T la fccds 
b J/n2,rT y t : j W i cn K15 grown t° hatred, there is little hope/ He/, a , s 

Jll thetr Wncfedniffcis ,» Gtlgnl, for there I hated them. God is not of himfdf 
MwZtpaT®. a ^ at e r G f mankind, but the contrary, Titus 3. 4 But fuch is the ve 
nemous nature of fin, and fo contrary it is to Gods both holy natureandJuftlaw 
that he cannot but hate it in whomfoever he finds it: yet with this difference that 
hepstties ic rather in his Saints,* hates it in his cncmieLh tT^fonT^oad 
but wr pitty it in a man : becaufe in the one it is their nature in the mher theft 1 

bc^ e deaIta n ^^G?rh thC " CXt cffc ^ 0 l hmcdf vvickc ^ mcn ‘^ayexpeftno 
h^ nt,o S from God,then a man would afford tohis ftubborn enemy. Pharoah 
had plague upon plague: neither did the lord leave him, till he had dXthe 

Jr7/?/ ° Ut A U ,S b r dy ", f ° trUC is Chat of the PfaImift > With thefreward thou wilt 

wafc^Hch^h^A S ° l0m0 ?> ?he back, flider in heart Jhall be filed With his own FfaL lf * 
would noprl | th m l d - a match Wlth mi(chlcf > he fi 1311 have his belly-full of it. He Prov * *4. 

have purged himbut he 
W 1 haVCm y anothcr while; for thou fhalt not 

eLIzI T, { fi lth ™f e . a *y ^ tiU 1 h * ve c **f ed *y fry » »ft *p°* ^ 

have Fathered th S ° °f ? aV10Ur , t0 tkofc rc H-a<ftory Jewes in the Gofpell. I would 
therefore thev * A £ ntberet } bcr chickens , l would but thou wouldft not: 

I Allot htl^ Uy theCC ? en ” lth , { he ground, and thy children withinthee. And 
fei4inn h 1-u • ***? H ?°»her children ] Lo, God is fb inccnfcd by a generall de- 
fsrtton, that he will makchavock and deftroy even the mother Jh fhe childre,, 

(which 
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tut vtntrtm. 


{ which was Jacob great fear, Gen. 32.11.) yea he will dafli the mother in pieces 
upon the children as S halman did at 1 ietharbcl Hof. 10.14 he will putyoung and old 
into the fame bag together, as fowlers deal by birds, which yet was forbidden by a 
hw,Dettt .22.6. his eyes fhall not/pare children^ Ifai. 13.19. And why ? for 
they are the children of Whoredoms J They are malt ex malls, as Hierom interprets it: 
* they love and live in the adulteries of their mother: they take after her, as the birth 
> ufually followeth the belly ,and as in a Syllogilkie, the conclufion followes the weaker 
- propofition. Thofe Jewes in the Gofpcl boldly boafted to our Saviour that they 
were not the children of fornication, for they had Abraham to their father J oh.6. 
33. nay,God to their father v erf. 41, But he as boldly telieth them,that they a ca 
baflardly brood , yea a fcrpentinc feed ; and that they were of their father the devil, 
'ucrfw. And in another place, as Serpents, faith Hr, je veneration of vipers, how 
can ye cfcapc the damnation of hell. If mercy interpofe nct“ as the cold grave’muft 
; one day hold your bodies, fo hoc hell your fouls. But 1 will have no mercy upon 
her child: cn • for they arc the children of fornications"^ i.c % they arc not oucly mil- 
begotten and illegitimate, ( which though no fault of theirs, yet is their reproach, 
as hath been faid in the Notes on the former chapter ) but they are children of for * 
meat ions in an adivefenfe too ; they have learned of their mother ro fornicate : they 
arc as good at refilling the holy Ghoft, as ever their fathers were, Atf 7.51. they 
fill up the mcafurc of their fathers fin;, that wrath may come upon them to the ut- 
vtojl. Children as they derive from their parents a curled birth-blot which comes 
by propagation; fo they are very apt to fall into their vices by imitationand then 
they 1 ue both their own and their parents iniquities. 

Verfe 5. lor tmir mother hath plaid the harlot^ Being a wife of whoredoms ch.ip.j. 
2. (fee the Note there, ) therefore I will not have mercy upon her children, hue 
vvillroflf out allherincreafe, job. 31.12, Either fhc fhall commit whoredom, a id 


Ovid. 
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notincreafe, Hof.4.1 o.Or if flie do,it is for mifeh ieUJhe fhall bring forth children to 
the murthcrer: or at lcaft, flic fhall bequeath them a fearfull legacy of fin and punifh- 
ment, werfe then that Ieprofie that left to his policrity, or that Joab Iac to 
1 his, 2 Sam. 3 .7.9. lamencfs and gonorrhea, &c. It is a dangerous thing to keep up 
the fucccffion of a fin in the world, and ro propagate guilt from one generation to 
another; it is a great provocation. When the wickcdncflc of fitch is ripe in th" 
held ( and they have filled up the mcafure of their fathers fins ) God will not let it 
lhed to grow again : but cuts it up by a juft and feafonablc vengeance. T.et parents 
therefore break oft their fins and get into Gods favour : if for nothin? clle, yet for 
their poor childrens fake: labouring to mend that by Education which thev have 
marred by propagation and evil example. And let children of wicked parents ( as 
they tender their own etcrnallgood ) take Gods counfcll, 7 f-^ 20 .Wi 8 . :o. Are 
ye polluted after the manner cf your fathers ? and commit yc whoredom after 'heir 
abominations ? Oh, walk ye not after the ftatutes of your fathers : neither obftn e 
their judgements, nor defile your felves with their idols. True it i.,men arc won- 
dcrousaptto dote upon their fathers doings, and arc hard!v drawn off from their 
vasn convcrfatton by received tradition from their anccfloi s 1 Vet. 1.1 S.Abo-r majori , 
' di J ctt a f are awW.Prcfcription is held Authoritie fufficient.^r r.v ca opinion «xam a 
majonbus accept dr cultH deerum mil litis unqttam mo vebit or at io, faith 7 «//v N-1 man 
fhall ever diflwade me from that way of divine worfhip that my forefathers lived 
and died in. It is reported of a certain Monarch of Morocco , that having read Saint 
Vaals Epiftlcs he liked them fo well, that he profefled that were he then to chufe 
his Religion, he would, before any other, embrace Chriftianity. But every one 
ought, laid he, to diem his own Religion : and the leaving of the faith wherein he 
was born was the oncly thing that he difliked in that Apoftlc. Thus He. Sed tout 
erravit Antiquity mult have no more Authority then what it can maintain. 


* f yj 7 a RtV ’Incr« s i xecst'f , Mine Antiquity ( faid Ignatius ) is Chrifi lefts, who*; 
laid not to the young man, Do as thy forefathers,but Follow than me. She that con- 
ceived them bath done fbamefally ] She hath utterly fliamed her felf and all her 
friends ; husband,children, all. The woman is or fhould be the glory of the man. 

good hufw.fc was flie, Prov. 3 i.28,2.9. Her childrcnrifc up and call her 
blefied: her husband alfo, and he praifeth her, faying. Many daughters have done 
vert notify ; but tho» excel left them all . Alphonfiis King of Arragon was once re- 

folvcd 
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folved never to commend his wife, left he fhould be accounted immodeft, or uxo¬ 
rious : but afterwards he changed his mind, and was fo taken with his w ives ver- y a i. 
tuesandconftancy, that he relolved to praife her ejttocmq in trivio, tuiq-, obvio,fmc ebrij™' 
modo,et modefiia in all places and companies,&c. So did Budatu,Parens, and others. 

But a wicked wife, (an harlot cipecially ) puts her husband to the blufh an I is a great pljn r 
heart-break,as Li via was to Augufius(Eitdcmus was both her Phyfician and her ftal- utinamaunot « 
lion) his children alfo proved ftart naught: which made him wifh that either he had lebs vixiffemj 
lived a Batchel«ur,or died childlefTe. Righteottfnefs exalteth a nation : but fin is a ain orbnsperiif- 
Jhame to any people. ]t is the fnuff that dimmeth their candleftick , the leaven that 
fowreth their Pa{feovcr,the reproach that rendreth them a proverb,aod a by-word, Deuc.28. 34 ’ 
an aftonifhment and an hiffing,a taunt and a talk to other countries. Such was l far Is Jer.25.9* 

A poftafie & Idolatry,their fubj'efting Religion to carnal policy in fetting up the two k:zek.s.1 
calves,and B^/;w:when Ephraim fpakethtre was trembling^and then he exalted him - 
felf in lf.it l : but when be offended in Baal, he died Hof. 1 j r 1. Whilfthejkept clofe 
to God, who but Ephraim. None durft quack,but all quaked at the name of^ Ephra¬ 
im : he was on high, and much honoured. But when he declined to Idolatry, he 
became contemptible : and every paltry adverfary caft dirt in his face, and crowed 
over him. So true is that of Solomon fThe Wife fball inherit glory : but fhamc fhall be Prov.9.35. 
the promotion of fools ; What a victorious Prince was Henry the fourth of France, 
rill he / for politike relpcds ) turned Papilt ? Till then he was B onus Orbs : 7 
but after thar, OrbtisBoni, as the wits of the time played upon his name Borbonius, f 
by way of Anagram. Once he was (.before his revolt) perlwadcd by Dx-Plejjy to . f 
do publike penmnee for having abufed the daughter of a certain Gentleman id de/tfornly U 
Rachel, by whom he had a foil. Hereunto he was d awn with fome difficulty, being 
read , ro fight a battle: and this was no difgracc to him: But when, by compliance 
at leaft, he became an Idolater for lucre of a crown, and love of life, he became a 
vile p:rfon,as Antivchui is calledjDan. 11.21. and was worthily lafhed with rods by 
the Pop.*, in theperfon of his Embafladours ; and butchered by the inftigationof 
thofe Jefuites w hom he bafely recalled into France, whence they had been banifhed, 
and admitted them into his bofom ; making Father Cotton his ConfefTour ct fic pra- 
brofc fegeffit, ct rem confuftone digaam admifit, as here. He both fhamed and undid 
himfclr. ForP jc hathfaid.fi Vcillgo after my lovers J Amafios meos. My fweet-hcarts, Marbtcl^. 
thofe that have drawn away my heart from my husband. Bur if that perfecutour A #.& Mok. 
could fay to the Martyr. W hat (a devil) made thee to meddle with the Scriptures ? 
how much better might it be faid to the Synagogue,(and fo to all Apoftates; What 
( a d:vill ) meant you to go a whoring from fuch an husband ( who is tot us, tot us canc.jitf 
defiderabilis , altogether lovely, even the chief of ten thouland, ) after dumb idols 
and falfc Prophets who arc their brokers ( proxeneta et prod ) and fpokefmen ? 

Athenaus brings in P lato bewailing himfelfand his own condition,that he was taken 
fo much with a filthy whore. Adultery is filthineffc in the abftrad:: fo is alfo idola¬ 
try : and therefore idols arc called by a word that fignificth the very excrements 
that come out of a man ; a tearm too good for thofe dunghill-deities, thofe abomi- 1 Pe^4.j? , 
vable idolatries, as Saint Pc ter expreffeth it. Mention is made in hiftories of a cer¬ 
tain heathen people that punifli adultery with death .• and with fuch a death as is 
fuitablcto the fih.For they thruft the adulterers or adultereffes head into the paunch 
of a bead, where licth all the filch and garbage of it, there to be ftifled to death. , - 
Sodom and Gomorrba had fire from heaven for their burning luft : and flunking brim- fude 7. 
flone for their flunking brutiflineffc. They are alfo thrown out (as St. Jude phrafeth 
it)for an example,fuflfering the vengeance of eternall fire. And in the like pickle arc 
the Bcaft, and the falfc Prophet ( thofe Arch-idolaters ) for thefe both arc cafl alive 
tnto a lake of fire burning With brimfionc Rev. 19.20. And worthily, fith they de¬ 
clared their fins as Sodony^cy hid it not : And as this hufwife in the text : who faid 
I will^0 after my lovers ] flie did, of wickednefs forethought, upon deliberation,s/e 
induflria,c X confilio ,wilfully and of purpofcfimpudcntly ancl without all fhamc of fin, 
fay,r will go after.This was fhameles indeed.They fliould rather have gone after her, jj eqt> a3ilgli 
then fhc after them .Mofes fitly compareth a whore toa^ falt-bitch that is followedaf¬ 
ter by all the dogs in a town. And am I dogs-head,faid Abner to Ijhbofisethyi Sam.3.8. 
thatis.Am I lo given toluft& lafeivioufnes as dogs arc that run after every falt-bitch? 

But this harlot verified that faying in Ezxkjel. The contrary is in thee from other wo¬ 


men 
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wen tnthy reh.rcd.mt : » here*:«o»c followed thee to commit mhortd.7,, thou foiled 
them; andgloncft.nthyrodo.ng, as Los daughters did in their dctettable hiceft, 
naming their children Iblottb, that is, a birth by my father; and Benommi th^fe 
begotten by one of my^ near kindred. Thefe all might have held their tongues with 
Ihamcenotigh. But mch kmde of Tinners are Angularly impudent Jer.$ 3 infitu 

/ /' II i an P, an: / eelin g> W-4- ip. And fo are Idolater wickedly 
wilful!, and irreclaimable for molt pare. See Jer 44 l6 17 rr „ V 

r 9 ao. A feduced heart hath turned him aiide/tliaUwcaimotddii.rf 
nor fay Is there not a he tnmy right hand ! How ffiffe are Papifts to this day in d^ 

J 4 Se T r ?' P ? h T fcver,: W ,a!l r*nch as deface or but^ifgrace 
them ? Murther is not fo hainous a fin, &c. gracc 

That give mem, hreadandmyt water, &c.J VVharcanbe more like to the do- 
mgs of the Papifts then this ? faith ZW,. Who knows not what fait they make 
and what thanks they return to their He-Saints, and She-Saints, and hoy die fa’ 
cnlegionfly transfer the glory due to God alone, to the creature. The l.ord rill i 
ly refolveth the genealogy of corn, wine, and oil into himfell, verfe zTof tWs 

%7J$, Ad 4 rV S ’ ^ tl,at fi ““ h ™ ^tsJh^d 

'E t cum chartjftma femper, 

Mmera Jint Author quit prccioCt facit. 

leHcome^ ^ ''f' Up T ny “ lulmi,le - io ^ u "' and tlumkfiill heart to God: 

r . we . ontei 't >f we may have of am et aqttam bread and water, and the goft>“l • and 
Gsn.rf.nr. wowing with Jacob, that if God will give us bread to eat, and raiment tl out on 

As™* 1 "other ^ b = « ur G <j<l. and we will honour him with the belt of our fubltance.' 
As for other gods, whether Pagan, or Papagan, fay we as that Heathen did 
Contemn, mmtthtlo, ,ft„, deos modi, Jot,cm m ,hi pr.piti.m !,abeam, 1 care not for 

1 u Ut l in ?"> liV ng G0d > ">»£*«* '»««things Mlro Z 

}oy . All things I lay, both ad efum, et ad uf tl m^ for back and belly* ( befidcs bet¬ 
ter things) which is all that carnall people care for. i here be manv ( too manv Y 

VUU ' wiH 2ive mbtlT ^ ^ "° °f. her | an S ua g e ) Who will {hew us any good ? ‘ who 
will give us bread water, wool!, oil, &c ? they look no higher know no heaven 

with^S hC but P cnur y» G od buc their belly, whereunto they offer facrifice 
with Poltphemiu, and care tor no more, quam m ventri bene fitat later! then 
Epicur.tp. that their bellies may be filled, their backs fitted. Let them have but nlertv of 
; ,a . ua | s ’ and *; he Oilmen of heaven fhall be their good Lady Jer. 44 17 Pafe 
fpirits look onely after low things : gam and credit carry then/any way? Tlfev work 
for them peny a day ; and are like little children, which will no^ faydieir pnvers 
fnarS, h i ey r m ? y t F°? lfed their b reakfaft: Whereas a true worfhipper of God 

, b S iJ he Pa r? S °? cr f d Co make him a Cardinall, if he would be quiet He 
replied, No,not if I might be Pope. They lent Vertrcriu r rim Dons 7.1* 

m ofr tCmpt him W,th f r f fermcnt ^ and to tel1 him of Eneas Sylvias who following his 

T d ,ab r r ’ S eC noting n t S then 

of Rome Th«» • , ’ , care *I c,tIier tor the favour nor fury 

? Jr™?* Bramble thought it a brave bufmefTe toraigneover the trees: not 
A 1 f ir V 3n ^S' tree * We read of Pope Silvefter that he gave his foul to the 

r c i of G 0 ri s o c v" ioyment of the popedome ^ 

gooacaitot Gods loving countenance, w,as more to David then a confluence of 
fi Lh U h ard co, J for f s and contentments. Thou hafi: put gladnede in mine heart 

fteerTlTth f * h ? ^ T > and ** 

and thevar; rnnrl T* beca “ becaufe ,t is their portion, (poorfouls) 
y too well apaid of it. Wealth upon any rearms is welcome to them, 

and 
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and thofe are their lovers that will keep them to it, yea though it be the devil 
himfelf: whofe language alfo here they feem to have learned when they fay, nty 
corne and my water &c. A IPs their own if you will beleeve them : like as the devill 
fayd to our Saviour, Luk- 4. 6. All this wealth is mine and to whomfoever I will, 

J oive it. But God is the true proprietary , the owner of all: and it is his alone to 
fay C/tivolo y do ilia. Dan. 4. 22. The devill is God of this World-, but tis but ti- 2 Cor. 4. 4, 
tular onely, as a king at chefie : or at befi:, by ufurpation onely as Abfalom was a 
kin« : and* as the Pope is Lord of all the kingdomes of the world, both for tempo- * 

raIsland fpirituals; to difpofe of them at his pleafure. When he makes Cardinals, 
he ufeth thefe b't^-faoln words , eflotc confratres noflri , et principcs mundi y Be you 
brethren to us/and princes of the world. And by fuch high honours, bifhopricks, 
and benefices, he prevaileth with very many to be wholy at his devotion. One of 
his poore beneficiaries ingenuoufly confelfcd, that he and thofe of his rank preached 
the gofpel for nothing elle, nifi at nos pa/cat & vcflint then to get a poore living by 
it. Let Saints fay. Non eft mortale quod opto , we breath after better things: we r C v. 12. j. 
have the moon under our feet and are above corn, wool!, flax &c. The devill 
fhall not ibp our mouthes with thefe palterments. Balaam may run and ride after 
the wages of wickedneffe, and getafwordin his guts. Ahab may make a match 
with mifehief, and fell himfelf to do wickedly: 'judas hunt after lying vanities, 
and haftened to his own place. But Mofcs was of another fpirit, and refufedtobe 
called the fon of Pharoah’s daughter Heb. 11. 24. And thofe Worthies in the Hct - «• 37- 
fame chapter that were tempted with offers of profit and preferment, could not be 
won over, but refilled the devill, and he fled from them. The world was crucifi¬ 
ed to Saint Paul, and he to the world. He was of too generous a fpirit: he was 
no malleable matter: all was but dung and dogs-meat in his account Philip. 3. 8. 

D. Taylor martyr was promifed not onely his pardon, but great promotion ; yea 
a Bifhoprick: but he would none of it: Another D. Taylour Bilhop of Lincoln, %^ on ‘ 
was violently thruft out of the Parlament-houfe in his robes, in Maries raigne, j b [ 
and deprived. So was Hirmanius Archbilhop ofColen for certain reformations, lb. 815.* 
done by the ayd and advice of Martin Bacer. I dare fay, (faid B. Bonner to Mr. lb. X444. 
j Ha^kes martyr) that Cranmcr would recant if he might have his living: fo judg- jb. 1578. 
ing others by himfelf. But Latimer and Sbaxton parted with their Bilhopricks in 
King Henry the eights time, rather then to fubmit to the fix Articles. And John 
Knox refufed a Bifhoprick offered him by King Edward the fixth, as having aliquid 
commune cum Autichrifto : fo did Miles Covcrdale in Elifabeths raigne ; chu- 
fing rather to continue a poore Schooimafter. Pliny faith of Cato , that he took as Knox his life 
much glory in thole dignities and honours that he denyed, as he did in thofe that ly Mr * clar 
he enjoyed. He was wont alfo to fav that he had rather men fhould queftion why he hift. 

had no ftatue or monuments ererted to him, then why he had : Certainely it is fo praft 
with the Saints : and upon better grounds. 

Verfe 6. Therefore behold , I Will hedjr up thy way with thorns ~_| i. e. with difficulties 
and diflreffes ■ So God had fenced up jobs way that he could not pafs. Chap. 19. 8. 
he had thrown the crofs in his way, to Hop him in his career. And fo he had hedg¬ 
ed the church about, that {he could not get out. Lam. 3. 7. he had enclofed her 
wayes with hewen ftone , and made her paths crooked. Perf. 9. A great mercy if well 
confidercd, though grievous to the flelh, that loveth not to be cooped or kept 
within compaffe. Man is fitly compared co a wild-ajfe colt ufed to the wilderneffe, j er . 2 . 24. 
fnuffing up the wind at her pleafure, rude and unruly, untamed, and untraftable, Job. n. ia 
To be kept by hedges and fences within a pafture, feemes to fuch no fmall punifh- 
ment: neither count they any thing liberty but licentioufneffe:: ora merry life, 
unleffe they may have the devil their play-fellow: But the devil plaies at no fmall 
games : capitc blanditar , ventre okleflat^ caudd ligat : he playes at fwoop-flake, he 
lyes in wait for the precious life, as that harlot. Prov. 6. 26 . nothing lefs will 
content him. Jn great wifdomc therefore, and no lefs mercy to mens fouls, doth 
Godreftrain, and bound them by afflifrions, that they may not run wild as they 
would: nor feed upon the devils commons which would fat them indeed, but for 
the (laughter. This made job prize afHiftion as a fpeciall favour. Job. 7 18. 

Jerom praycth^Corrett me O Lord , Chap 1 o. and Luther to like purpofe, Feri Domi- 
w, feri elementer - Strike Lord, ftrike, it (hall be a mercy. And King Alfred 

C prai’d 



prai’d God alwayes to fend him fome ficknelfe, whereby his body might be tamed 
and he die better affedioned to God-ward. Jc is observed by one of our Chroni- 
Da« bi(lfol. c j ers ^ t [, aE AlHidion fo held in the Saxon Kings in the Danidi wars, as having little 
I4 ‘ out-lets or leifure for cafe and luxury, they were made the more pious, juf£ and 

carefull in their government: otlierwife it had been impoillble fo to have held out 
&c. Sure it is, that if God did not hedge us in (as by bis hedge of protection If. 5. 
5. fo) by his hedge of alilidion as here, no rcal'on would rule us, no cords of 
kindneflfe would containc us within the bounds of obedience. D >vid Iiimfelf be¬ 
fore he was a flitted, Iwent aflr.iy faith He : But God brought him home againe 
by weeping croffe. He once fo leapt over the pale, that he broke his bones, and felt 
the paine of it to his dying day : he brake Gods hedge, and a Serpen bit him. 
Ecclef. 10. 8. his confciencc flew in his face, the guilt whereof is compared bv 
Solomon to the biting of a Serpent and fling of an Adder. I>rov. 23. 32. he roared 
for the d if quietnejfe of bis heart: But better fo, then roare in hell, where is punifli- 
nient without piety, mifery without mercy, forrow without fuccour, crying without 
comfort, mifehief without mcafure, torment without end and paflimagination '1 he 
Prophet Amos likeneth incorrigible perfons to horles running upon a rock, where 
■ firfl they break their hoofs, and then their necks, Amo. 6. 12. Another fitly 
compareth them to that Jefuit in Lancafhire who followed by one that found his 
glove with a defire to reftore it him, but purlued inwardly by a guilty confciencc 
kapes over an hedge, plunges into a marlepit behind it unfeen, and unthou«ht of* 
wherein he was drowned. To prevent their deferved deftrudion (if it may bej 
God tcllcth them here that he will not only hedg them in, but ivailup their way. 
And maker. wa/Q mactrabo maccruim , I will wall a wall, and immure her-: as 
jealous husbands do their wives whom they miflrull: And this God fpeaks by an 
Apojlrophc to others, as loathing the thought that ever he fliould be put to it 1 will 
wake a Wall that floe flail not find her paths jq. d. He bumper her and handle her as 
fine was never handled. By a like pafiionate Apojlrophc Gen. 49. 4. old Jacob 
fpeaking of Rubens incefl. Thou wentefi up to thyfathers bed: then defitedfi thou it z 
moved with the odioufnefTc of the fad:, he breaks offhis fpeech to Reuben, and tur¬ 
ning him to the red, he added), He went up tom] couch. q. d. Out upon it, lam 
the worfe to think of it. Maginus telsus, that in Litmniu the men are fucii wit- 
tals, that they fuffer their wives to have their flallions whom they call Ctnnubij 
adjtftores, and prize them far above all their acquaintance. And Balthafar Exne- 
VI M- rHS tellctl1 US 0i a cerca ‘ ne Duke of Oppania , who marrying a Lituanian Lady and 
chrfflian.' S oin S forth to mcet her » when {he came firft co him : he found in her company 
one of that rank, a lufty young fellow; whom when he underdood what he was 
and wherefore he came, voluit laniandumcanibus objiccre, he was once inmindeto 
make dogs-meat of him. But undemanding that it was the cuilome of that conn- 
trey, lie fenthim home againe without further hurt. The Lord our God is a jea¬ 
lous God : and be the Gods of the Heathen good fell owes, faith One, yet lie will 
not endure corrivals: nor fliare his glory with another, why trimmfi thou thy 
way tofeekjovc ? And Why gaddefi thou about fo much to change thy Way, thou alfo 
[halt be a flamed of Egypt as thou Waft a flamed of Aflyria. fca thou Jh'ilt ^0 forth 
from him , i. e. from the Egyptian thy prefent patron and protedor. And thy Lnds 
upon thy head , which was the gellure of women in great forrow. 2 Sam. 13. \ 9 . for 
the Lord hath rejetted thy confidence A ad thou Jhalt not prof per in them, Jer. Z. 33. 3 6 . 
37 * This people to have a flake in lTore,howfoever the dice chancedto turn, fought 
to joyn friendfhip affoon with the Affyrian. as with the Egiptian, and fo to fecure 
themfelves: but it would not do. They followed after theft lovers, but could never 
overtake them. Egypt proved but a broken reed. Ajjyria the rod of Gods 
wiach, the flaff in his hand, Ef 10.5. yea the hedge of his making, hemmed them 
m by firaight lieges, both at Samarid and Jerufafm: till at length the Romans 
came, and walling them about, till they were forced to yield, cookaway both their 
place anu theii nation, according to that they feared. Job. si. 48. and caufed to 
ceafe the dayly facrifice which they would needs till then hold oi.t in oppofition 
Th**Jb* not fmde her paths ] thofe high-waies to hell wherein 

fne hath hitherto tired her felf, by trotting after her lovers. Drufins noteth here, 
that an harlot hath her name in the Chaldean tongue from her tracing up and down; 

delighting 
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delighting to be abroad altogether, to fee, and tobefecn, that fhe may draw in 
the filly-fimple. See Prov. 7.11, 12. with the Note. God is able to ftrike fucii 
people with liich blindneffe as he did the wicked Sodomites at Lots door, fubito 
fcotomate, faith Junius, fuch as tormented their eyes, as if they had been prickt 
with thorns, as the Hebrew word there fignifieth, Gen. 19. ir. See Pfat. 75 6. 

Jfai. 29.19. & 19.11,12,13. The fool knoweth not how to go to the city, Ecclef 
10.15. they are fo blinded and baffled many times in their own waves. God loves 
to make fools of them. 

Vcrfe 7. And fhe flail follow after her lovers,~f Follow them hot-foot, purfue 
them eagerly and carncftly, as the hunter doth his game, or the purfivant, the 
party to be arsefted: So little was fhe bettered by her former fufferings: Thus the 
blinde Sodomites continue groping ftill for the door, as if they were ambitious of 
deftrudion, which was now even at next door by. And thus Pharaoh, that fturdy 
rebel!, rageth againft God, and menaceth Adofcs with death , then, when that 
palpable groflfe darkneflfe was upon him. This was one of thofe Wild bulls in a net 
that was full of the fury of the Lord, I fa. 51. 20. He was full of it, and yet lay 
raging againfl it, adding impatience to his impenitence, and pafiive disobedience 
to his adive. Another Bull of the fame breed was Ahaziah, who (ent a third 
Captain after the two former had been confumed with fire from heaven : as if he 
would dcfpitefully fpit in the face of heaven,?and wreftle a fall with the Almighty. 

And a third was that ftubhorn fligmatick Ahaz, who the more he was diftrefled, 

the more he trefpaflfed. This is that King Aha*., 2 Chron. 28. 22. Thffc men loft Perdidifiis 

the fruit of their afflictions; which indeed was a great Ioffe, but that they were frfttumaffii- 

not fenfiblc of it. Thofe that belong to God (hall have ftroke upon ftroke, one lIiettis ' Au 

crofle in the neck of another, till they be kindly humbled, and brought home to 

their firfl husband. God will ftrike a parting-blow , betwixt them and their fweet- 

hearts • and make them pollute the Jdols which they had once perfumed, Efaj 30. 

22 . She flail follow them, but fhe flail not overtake them, ] Perftquetur , fed non 
afequetur. She fhall meet with difappointment, but it fhall be in mercy : fhee 
fhall be croft with a blefling, chaftened by the Lord, that fhe may not be condem¬ 
ned tvith the world. She fhall feek for favour and fuccour at her fweet-hearts hands, 
hut all in .vain, they fhall all forfake her, and fhall change their ancient love into 
mortall hatred, jer, 2.36. E^ek.,^6. ij. It is the ufuall pradiieof thedevii, and 
his inftruments, to bring men into the briers, and there to leave them to fhiftas 
they can : thus the Pharifees dealt by Judas - what is that to ns t fay thev ; tee thou Watt.27.4/ 
to that ; they left him when they had led him to his bane; like as familiars leave 
their witches, when they have once brought them into fetters. God dealeth not fo 
with any of his, when he is moft angry. But as in -very faithfulnefc he afflicts them 
that he may be true to their fouls. So when they follow hard after him, as David 
did, they arc lure to overtake him, though perhaps‘not prefently; when they feek 
him, they are lure to findc him, fo they fearch for him with all their heart, Jer.zcy. 

13. True it is, that God often by the hand of the enemy, as by a purfivant at 
Arms, fctcheth in bankrupt tenants, that is, his own untoward and backfliding 
people, andleaveth them in the purfivantshand, till they take fome courfe to la- 
risfic.for their arrears. But that once done, he will foon fet them at liberty, and 
make them glad, according to the dayes wherein he had atflifted them. Let a 
poor foul but fay, as here, I Will go and return to my husband, J that is to God. 

f have run away from him, by my fins, I will now return again to him by repent¬ 
ance. Let there be but fuel) language in the hearts of Gods prodigals, and he 
will foon relent toward them, meet them on the way, Jfa. 65.24. fall upon their 
necks and kiftethem, Luke 15.20. hee will receive them with all fweetnfcfTe. 

Jam ex hoc loco licet colligere qua fit vera refpifeentia, faith Calvin here. By this 
Text we may gather what true repentance is : Namely,when a finner not onely con- 
feficth Iiimfelf guilty, and worthy of punifhment, but truly difpleafeth him felf, 
and ferioully recurnes to God. Here we have thofe two eftential parts of true 
Repentance, fc. Contrition, and converfion ; or Humiliation, and Reformation. 

T he former is called in Scripture, Repentance for fin , the latter. Repentance from 
fin: and the one without the other is to no purpofe or profit. for then was it bet¬ 
ter with me then now, ] Jt was fo : but how came you to conceive or confiderof it 
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in this fort? hut by difappointmcnts and afflictions? Thefeareto us as Eenkadads 
beft counfellours, that fent him with a cord about his neck to the merciful! King of 
Ifrael. The Septuagint render theText thus ; For he was good to me then, o're he is 
now. And what wonder ? Is there any tiling to be gotten by departing from 
Chrift, by leaving thy firft love, by quenching the fpiric, and making Apoftacie 
froiyi former degrees of grace, and holineffe? Can any Ion of ^cjfcdoforus as 
Clufiftcan? or do we think to mend our felves by running out of Gods blefiing in¬ 
to the worlds warm Sun, as Demos did ? Ocall me not Naojniy faid flie once, but 
uth 4 ca ^ me Maroh : for I went out full, and am come home empty. So doth a revolted 
Chriftian fay, when he comes from the aft of finning, when he hath been feeking 
after his fweet-hearts : he went with his heart full of peace, and his hand full of 
plenty ; and meeting with a bargain of finning, thought to eeke out his happinefs, 
and make it fuller ( as Solomon did ) but came home empty 2 empty of comfort, 
but laden with crofles. He hath loft his evidences, is excommunicated from the 
power of the Ordinances, is under the terrour of a wounded fpirit, is buffetted by 
Satan, is out of hope of ever recovering the radiancy of his graces, hath his back- 
burden of afflictions: fo that he is forced to confefTe it to be the greateft madneffe 
in the world, to buy the fweeceft fin at fo deer a rate. David found it fo, the Shu- 
lamite found it fo. Cant. 5. 1,2, &c. No reft fhe had at home, nor comfort abroad, 
till fhe had recovered her firft husbands company; for then it was better with hex- 
then now ; and yet now too, upon her hearty repentance, all becomes as well with 
her as ever it had been before. Chap. 6. 4, &c. Was it not fo likewife with Ephra - 
j ' w , ler. 31. 19, 20, 21. with the Prodigall, Luke 15. with Veter after his fhame- 
full recidivation. Let this then be to all Gods relapfed people as a valley of Achor, 
a door of hope, that they may be readmitted. Shall Sarah receive Hagar into 
favour ? Iofeph his brethren ? David his Abfolom , Philemon his Oncfimus ? Shall 
that Non-fucb Ahab , fhew mercy to his profeft enemies the Syrians y that had the 
fecond time fet upon him ? And^fhall not God receive his repenting children ? 
fetch home his banifhed, yea though they may feem to be as water fpilt upon the 
ground ? bring them back into his own bofome, though they have never fo far 
wandred out of the way ? He will, he will. Onely he expefts that they fliould fay, 
and do, as the Church of Ifrael here, and as the Church of Ephefus is advifed. 
Revel. 2.4. Firft, Remember whence ye are fallen: fc. not onely from ycur former 
feelings and comforts, but alfo from your former fitnejfe for Gods kingdome; 
thacj*r aptitudinale ( as the Schools call it) that David himfelf had parted with 
for afeafon, and therefore is called plain David fo oft together, and notmyfer- 
vant David^ as formerly, 2 Sum. 24.12, &c. Secondly, Repent : Sigh out that of 
job 29 2,3,4 ^ that / Wire as in moneths pajly as in the dayes when God preferved me I IVhen 

his candle fljined upon my head , and when by hts light I walked thoroW darknejfe : 
As I was in the dayes of my youth , when the fecret of God Was upon my tabernacle: 
When the Almighty was yet with me, &c. O it was far better then with me, then 
now. Thus relent, repent, revenge upon your back-flidings j fpare for no pains, 
but be extraordinarily humbled : deteft your felves, give God no reft till he return 
unto his reft, &c. Thirdly, Do your firjl wor^j-,with a iedoubted diligence for your 
former negligence; and tie your felves thereto by folemne Covenant. Begin 
(though at firft but faintly ) to pray, read, confer, meditate, ceafe from fin, ftnm 
the occafions, recover by degrees as a weak body doth by good diet, moderate ex- 
ercife,&c. 

Verfe 8. For (be did not know 1 i. e. She would not be aknown or affeCtcd, of 
this fhe was willingly ignorant, as S. Peter hath it, zEpifi. 3. Vt liberius peccet 
libtuter ignoraty as Bernard. Her ignorance was not a meer nefeienety or an invin¬ 
cible ignorance, fuch as fhe could not help; but it was wiifull, atfefted, acquired: 
7 k sdefol, fi tbe y not onely defired not the knowledge of Gods wayes, buthaced it, lpurn'd 
fapis quod (city and fconfd at it, fhutting the windows left the light fhould come in: and being 
ntfcits.Tcrenx. blinded by the God of this world, left the light of the glorious Gofpelof Chrift 
fhould fhine unto them, 2 Cor. 4. 4. left they fhould fee and lay that which Na¬ 
ture and Scripture do both teach them, viz., that all their accommodations and 
comforts come from me alone. Had this their ignorance been meerly negative, 
yet had they not been wholly excufed. TheApoftle notetb, that our Saviour laid 

down 


^ the Tr ophecie of Hofea. 2g 

degree of ingratitude and impudence, verygreac^aggra^arion'of' foefr'finf^ic 
made it to be fin with an accent 3 wickedncfs with a wirnofc t/'„ /» , 

fell below the ftirrop 0 f reafon, nay of fenfe. Hence God fo ftomacketh the maf 
Non femcl hoc pcccatum carpit , faith Mercer : he cannot 
fatibfie himfelf in faying how much it troubled him to be thus unkindiv ungrate¬ 
fully, and unrealonably dealt withall: it runneth in his thoughts, his heart is grieved 
at it, and he muft vent himfelf. And when he hath told hisfmpf an ri ^ j 
hfe wrong, yet he hath not done with it: but is7po„ itaga,fa“d 
vincing, upbraiding ; charging Ifrael for their foul and incxcufablc unfaithfulnefs 
andunthankfutaefi. E.nic mJcmM U m “to' fdth 

h = r 'P catcs d>e fame he had laid before, out of the 
5 , : and l h at *ey might once lay it to heart and be humbled. * 

hcr cor "* nd w ‘"‘ “xd oil, d-c.j A great deal more then (he reckons 
upon ®. j.and yet payes her rent there to a wrong Landlord too. God is well contenc 
hat we hare the benefit, and comfort of his creatures fo he may have foe ona fc 
Saintsalfol C "- h« !°°hes for ; and this he indentswith us fo? pft o tethe 

Ioffe of.if hi th f. M'tthants non-payment of cuftoms, may prove the utter 

Ioffe of all his commodities. Hence their firft care to fee God in ad as MM,nh% 
urgech this people in Dcttteronomie to taft the fuperabundant fwcctncfs of God in 
bfoX c°L th ft CIC f tarcs; to . I°°k upon all, a P s fwimmfog fowal“he 
all their as being a piece of his purchafe : and this exceedingly fweetneth 

as ProfinT^ f tVu t? °f heaWtt fai 'h rfmc to his fonjV.i Ce».i 7 . 

lie how he hfdft fo foh’adl^ kC ’ h " 0t Wkh \ a ° d £™ ■■ neither cared 

<r t, lo ne had it any way : but it is otherwife with the Saints S<*p 

1 Chron ^ rn lai ^ up many years I2 . Ip . and Davids doxology, 

rh^r 9 I f' ° l Lot d ourGod.al! this ftore comethof thine hand and is all 
thine own. And to the lame purpofe fpcaks Eliezer, Gen.24.2c. The’Lordhath 

TO maftC 1 rV fl °S kSj herds filver ’ gold ’ &cand M 'bap.1.21. The neglcft of 
hisobfervmg of God and alcribing all to him is the fourceof muchfin in the world 

gone^arftoin^im^rd G ° d c u hargcth his P eo P Ie tha tthey were 

j-? and had made his heritage an abomination verf. 7. and whv ? but 
becaufethey did not fay, where is the Lord that brought us up out of the L J ff 
Fgyp^.verf 6. Were men but fcnfible of what God doffl for them everv dav 
th u Y CO ? d notm cc l uit y and common ingenuity ferve him as thev^do^ 
an - Pr ° videth for us a11: us down and takes usupfflyes us all 

2 r ^ y -° en,0y, c L °? mand «ig chc be ft of his creatures to cater for Is Ho} 2 

far back to glorific the face of ^ T h ^ bcams the Moon and Stars return as 
pofliblv. Let usrrfmWM \ SU ?’ j V L hlC , h gave the m their beauty, as they can 

nour of all his gifts fend back C ° Gods own g Iorious the ho- 

gifts, by a fruitfull improvement of them, and ffcfh fongs of praife. 
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Let the dreams of Gods daily bounty lead us ( as the watcr-courfe doth, either up¬ 
ward to the fpring, or downward to the main Ocean ) to the fourcc and Fountain 
whence they flow- Let the returns we make, be from God, of God, to God ; from 
him. as the Efficient, of him as the Material, and to him as th efimtll caulc: David 
joyneth thefe three together, P/*/. 8 6.4,5 • And P anl Rom. 11 .»/r. In fine, let us 
labour to be like the full ears of corn that hang down the head toward the earth 
their original!. Or if any be fo gracioufly exalted, fo freely favoured above his fcl- 
lowes, that his ftalk is fo ftiffe that it beareth him up above the reft of his ridge, 
let him look up to heaven ; not in thoughts of pride, but humble vowes of thank- 
fulnefs. Be not as horfe and mule that drink of the brook, but never think of the 
fpring: or as fwinc, that haunch up the maft but never look up to the tree: or as 
the barren earth, that fwallowes the feed, but retumes nothing co the lower,&c. 

which they have prepared for Baal J Or, wherewith they have made Baal lavi(h - 
ing gold out of the bag, and Weighing fiver in the ballance , they hired a gold fmith and 
he made it a God : they fall down, yea they Worfhip. E fay 46 6. This Baal was a 
fpecial Idol of the Z idonians : but firft of the CLldees,whn called him Bel 5 the Or- 
ginians Bal , whence thofe compofitions Hannibal , Hafdrubal ; as amongft the 
Babylonians heltefhazzar Mehetabel, &-c. Varro (though a Heathen ) inveighes 
much againft idols and images: and faith,that they that firft brought them inercafed 
errour, and took away fear. Plutarch faith,it is lacril ’dgc to woifhip by images,&c. 
It is thought, they came firft from Babylon. For Ninus having made an image of 
f his father Belus ( this Baal in the text ) all that came to fee if, were pardoned for 
' all their offences: whence, in time, that image came to be wo fhtrp d. A great 
promoter of this kind of Idolatry in Ifracl was Ahab , in favour of his wife Jezebel, 
and to ingratiate with her kindred, 1 King. 16.31. and this was the mine of his 
boufe. This Z?rf<*/was by the Zidoniansc ailed Jupiter Thalaffuj,ot their fea-J upiter, 
and is thought to be their chief God. They had their D/j minorum gentium petty 
gods ( called in feripture the hoft of heaven, the queen of heaven, and a little fur¬ 
ther in this chapter Baalim ) the Greeks called them : which faith Plato, 

are certain middle-powers or meffengers betwixt God and man, to carry up prayers, 
andI bring down bleffings, &c. £)uam autem h*c d*monum theologia conveniat cum 
' JanOorumet Angelorurn cultuapud pfeudochriftianos , res ip fa loquitur, faith learned 
Mafter Mede. How this doftrine of devils or heathen-deities agree th with Saint- 
worfhip,and Angel- worfhip amonghe Papifts,is eafie to be difeerned. A great Hum¬ 
bling it is to both Jewes and Turkcs,who know it to be contrary to the firft com¬ 
mandment : and image-worfhip, to thefecond. Whence the Turkes will not en¬ 
dure any images, no notupon their coynes. And Paulus J ovius tells us, when Sultan 
Solyman had taken Buda in Hungary, he would not enter into the chief Temple of 
that city, to give praife to Almighty God fo^ the vitfory, till all the images were 
firft down, and thruft out of the place. We read alio of a certain Turkifh Embaf* 
fadour,who being demanded why the Turkes did not turn thriftians ?hc anlwaed, 
l becaufe the Chnftian Religion is againft fenfe and reafon : for thev worfhip thofe 
things that are ef leffe power then themfelves, and the works of their own hands: 
as thefe in the text,that made them Baal, yea (as if God had hired them to be wicked) 
they made it of tlrc very gold and fiver Which he had given them , though for a better 
purpofe. And this was horrible wickednefs, hatefull ingratitude. This was tofue, 
God with his own mony, to fight againft him with his own weapons, as David 6 id ‘ 
againft Gohath,z$ Jehu did againft Jeheram, and as Benhadad did againft Ahab with 
that life that he had lately given him.I read ofamenfter,whothat very night that his 1 
Prince pardoned and preferred him, aew him, and raigned in his ftead. This was 
Michael Balbtu , and he is and fhall be infamous for it to all pofterity. Ingratitude is 
a monfter in nature. Lycurgus made no law againft it, quod prodigiofa res effetbenefi - > 
oumnon «/>«>*«. To render good for evil is Divine: good for good is humane:, 
evd for evil IS bratilh: but evil (Sr good is devilifh. And yet alafle how ordinary ! 
an evil is this amongft us, toabufe, to Gods great difhonour, our health, wealth, 
wit, profperity, plenty, peace, friends, means, day, night, combine,fiver,void, 
all comforts and creatures, our times, our talents, yea the holy Scriptures, the 
Wofpel of grace, and our golden opportunities, the offers of mercy, and motions of 
the fpinc, turning our backs upon thofe bleffed and bleeding embracctnents,and pur- 
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fuingour lufts (thofe idols of Our hearts) thofe Baals , that is. Lords and husbands 
thac have us at their beck, and check ? But is this fame dealin« ? Do we thus re 
quite the Lord, foolifb and unwife as we are ? Holy Ezra, thinks there is fo much 
unthankfulneffe and dis-ingenuity in fuch an entertainment of mercy chat heaven 
and earth would beafhamed of it, Ezra. 9. 13. Should Wedojo ? faith He oh 
God forbid us any fuch wickedneffe. Others render it. Which they have fieri Heed- 
or dedicated to Baal, for idolaters fpare for no coft, Dum Dcum alienum dotant 
as fome lender that text Ifal. 16. 4. whiles they give their goods not to the Saints 
(as David ) that are on the earth, but to another God. They lavifh void out of the 
bag : as we read of a certain King of this land, who laid out as much as the whole 
crown revenues came to in a ycare, upon one coftly crucifix: and of another, that 
left by will a very great ium of mony for the tranfporting of his heart, co be buried 
in the holy land, as they called it. How profufe papifts are in decking their maw- 
mets and monuments of idolacry, is better known then thac it needech here to be 
fpoken of Their Lady of Loretto, that Queen of heaven, as they call her ftilo vete- 
r/, hath her Churches fo fluffed with vowed prefents and memories, as they are faine 
to hang their Cloifters and Churchyards witli them. 

Verfe 9. Therefore will I resume} i. e . I will alter my courfe, change my ftand 
change the way of mine adminiftrations, dcale othenvife with them then yet 1 
have done : they fhall bear their iniquities, and know my breach of promife, as Num. 
14. 34. they fhall know the worth ofmineabuftdmercyes, by the want of them 
another while. 1 will go and retume to my place, till they acknowledge their offence 
and feek. my face: in their affiElion they will fee f me early. Finally I will cut 
chem (horn of alimony and hold them to ftraighc allowance; and then I fhall be 
fure to heare them howling upon their beds for come and Wine ; as dogs do that are 
tied up, and cannot come at their meat. And take away my com and my wine} 
thofe precious fruits of the earth, as S. fames calleth them, fames’y. thepro- 
duft of Gods great care, from years end to years end ' Deut. 11. 12. without 
which the earth could not yield her increafe : neither would there be a veine for 
the filver, amine for the gold, iron taken out of the earth, or brafs molten out of 
the none. fob. 28. 3. All that we have is his, in true account, and he is the 
great Proprietary who onely can fay (as he in the gofpel) May not / do what I will 1 
With mine own? And what fhould he fooner and rather do, then take away meate 
from h.s clulde that marts it? If fulneffe breed forgetfulneffe, fas the fed hawk 
forgets his mafter, and as the full Moon gets furthefl- off from the Sun) fo men 
when they have all things at the full, forget God, and wickedly depart from him 
what can he do leffe then forget them (that fo they may remember themfelves) and’ 
make fat \effntrun look with leanc cheeks, that they may leave kicking andlearne 
righteoufneffe ? Neither doth God do this, till greatly provoked till there is a 
caufe for it Therefore I Will returne. He may well fay, as that Roman Emperour 
did, when he was to pronounce fencence of death. Non nifi coaHus I am even com¬ 
pels to it, there Is no other remedy, 2. Chron. 36. 16. Asa woman brings not 
forth but with pame; and as a bee flings not, but provoked : fo here life dolet 
queues cogttur effc frox, he afflideth not willingly, nor grieves the children of 
men, Lam 3. 33. it’s fin thac maketh him as here: that puts him out 

of his road of mercyinto wayes of judgment, that putteth thunderbolts into his 
hand, and maketh him do his Work,, his f range worf, and bring co pzfshisatl his 
ftrangeaEl Ifay 28. 21. What can a Prince do lefs then difarmea rebel ? what 
can God do lefs, then take away his own and be gone from fuch an impudent adul- 
tereffe, asis hercdefcnbed ? fhould he fuffer her with his corn make cakes to - 
the Qu.en of heaven, and to poure out his wine for drink-offerings to other gods 
that they might provoke him to anger ? No : rather then fo, he will take away 
corn in the time thereof, and his wine in thefeafon thereof} He Will cut off the meats 

reTh T el T \ ^ and P ul1 thcir moifeI between their 

at harven: ’ when their come is to be inned, God will blaftic, or o- 
tl^rwife blow upon, txvhen all their old flore is fpent, and they reckoned upon a 
good recruit they fhall be defeated and fruftrated. Therefore hath God watched 
upon the evilf and brought it upon us, faith Daniel, chap. 9# 14. Lo, God watch- 
eth his time when to be even with his enemies: and taketh his fitteft opportunity 
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for their greater mifehief. They"that arc VtUksd .vcrmnchfiM 
EccU i 7 . Not before: Gods time (for eddies, every mans time s 

fet, Jrf. 7 - 1 . our bounds are preferibed us, and a pillar pitchtupbyhim who 
bcates up the heavens, which we are not to trefpaffe) but before rfw ™ • 

that they had propounded and promifed co themfelves as that rich foole L»k T2 
19. who talked to himfelf(as fooles ufe to do) Vcrf 17. f av i nrt c„L/ 1 ~rt 
muchgood laid up for m any years. But we know what became of him foat very nfoh^ 
his many years were quickly up. Ins glafs was run, when he thought it had* bin but 
bnhmlXlb G°d fiat at him with an arrow fuddenly, he fetch t off this bird with a 
bolt wh ich: he was gazing at the bow, or pruning himfelf upon a bough. He 
chopt into the earth before he was aware : as one that walked,' in the fnfw chops 
nto a pit. He die d tempore nonfm (as fome render that forecited text in EcclefiL 
tes) not in hisown time, but in Gods time; then when it had been better for twt 
foole to have done any thing then to have died, becaufe (like Elies fans) he died 
in his fins; and like Rebels children, he was killed With death. This ma UAuftbt 
fay, that he would not for the game of a world, be an Atheiftfor one half hour* 
becaufe he knew not but that God might, in that time, call him: And then 

the hope of the hypocrite though he hath gained , when God taketh aWay his foul > He 
is troubled, when God taketh away his com in the time thereof aJdhLwineinthr 
feajon thereof: he is hungry and hardly beftead, and therefore ready to cute God 
and lookjipward howling againft heaven, as the hungry wolf. But Lft hefrould 

his but Gods- andthathe refervesthe propriety of all in his own hand: neither 
hath any man ought, m reference to him the Monarch of the world that he can 
call own. I he rich tool indeed talked much on this manner, Luk l8 
Twill pull down £myl barns and build greater, and there will I bellow all 
fiuitcs, and £myj goods. All was his own belike : God wasnotin all this marw 
thouohtsj For if he had he would foon have known what to have done • fc he 
would have acknowledged God the Author and owner of all (as Mof C s mindeth 
men) he would alfo have fed the hungry with his corn, and clothed the naked 
with his wooll and flax, as Tyrm converted did with her merchandife I fay - 2 ,8 
he would have faid to God as David did, all things come of thee and ofthine o\\m 
rrA- B rr re P 0rtS ° f , POpe hat n/eting with a poorc but 

iF l r°^A e fecr ?ir gave n hini certain Jcweh wherewitif he might prefenej 
him. 1/God did not firft furnifo us out of his treafury ; we frould have nothin^ 
wherewith either to honour him or tohelpour felves or others - Gods noore I 
meane whom Solomon called, owners ofo Hr goods and makech us but their Rewards 
i ro 3. 27. Withhold not thy goods from the owners thereof '. Next the hunger * 
bit hypocrite frould confider, that there is a worfe hunger yet behind and an 
heavy account to be given of the'corn, wine, wool!, and flax, die creatures that he 
hath deteyned in unrighteoufnefs, and fpent upon his lulls, Jam. 4. 3 If he lu^ 
band men mud be afhamedand hoWl becaufe the harvefi of the field isperifhed mL 
drunkaids mufl wake, weep and waile becaufe the new wine is cue off from their 
mouths Joel. 1. 5 11. How frail they much more howl in hell, ubinulius ua- 
cjuamcihusefi , nulla confolatw, faith Bernard, where thcreisno manner of meate 
no drop of water to be had ror love or mony: where thev muff ft ft ond find nr! 
mercy forever, where they muft hunger Jd th"ft ZITd “dwSchoote 

God 15 God - Offerings of this world to the wicked is butas the 
falling of the leaves in companion of the trees, that will fall upon him hereafter in 
that eternity of extremities .If here,I» thefulneffe of his fuffcielcy he fhattbe Tnfaits 

a GoZit t*T u fr**r m r nhim • 

i 3 eatinf asA **'* f^^ 11 * “P°” ^ile he 

in hell’ Meane whiW'n/* il 22 j, 23 ’ V lac ^ink wc, will their portion be 

in hell. Meane wlu.e God will recover his wooll and his fiaxl He will fnatch it awav 

oftheLndslf § H fi ? h) » n gr T aS a man1 doth his ouU 

ftnrl A 5 d f f: r f fcue diem > as Graham did Lot and the captives 

^dm^^^“ dhiSWi ^ S°° ds > and ^ends from the Amale- 
the abufe of aea uie ^> cor fy wine, wooll , C fc. groan heavily under 

the abufe of graceleffe perfons, Rom. 8. aa. and God heareth them, as he did 
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the oppreffed Ifraehtes in Egypt, for he isgratious. He hears them I fay an d r-co*. ’ 

veisthcm : Hefpoiles their poffeffours of them, as Jacob did Laban ^of hisfheep 
as the Ifraelites did the Egyptians of their Jewels: the fame word is ufed there as P en * 3 1 * 
here, and it is a wonderfull fignificant word faith Mercer , S. Paul imitateth it x6 ' 
when he faith the creature fhall be delivered from the bondage of corruption. This 
God doth when he fnatchech away kingdomes from tyrants, wealth fron 'world 
lings, ftrength from royfters, fpirituall common gifts from the proud and fecure 
Zech. 11. 17. Seethe note there, when men abufe mercies, they forfeit their 
right in them: wicked men have not oncly a civil! title, but aright before God to 
the things that they poffeffe; It is their portion, 1 fal. i 7 . i 4 And what Anani- 
had was his own whiles he had it, Aft. 5. And God gave Egypt to Nebuchad- 
■ne^ar as pay for his pains in taking Tyre. True it is, all was forfeited in Adam • 
but wicked men have yet aright to all they do enjoy in alawfull way, by divine 
donation, till the day of execution .• As when a traitour hath his life given him for 
a time at leaft, he Irath meate and drink alfo given him to maintain his life for that 
time. God dealeth not as that cruel Duke D‘alva did, who ftarved fome prifoners ^ „ 
after that he had given them quarter, faying, Though I promifed you your lives, I ?£, ofNe ~ 
promded not to finde you meate. That which wfeked men are charged with and 
fhall be accountable for, is, not their right to ufe the creatures, but their not right x 
ufing them : This makes the creature cry in its kinde and long for liberty * even 
as birds do that thrufta long neck out of a cage (fo much the Apoftles wordim- 
porteth Rom. 8 19. ) And God who heareth the cry of the widdow and father- 
Ieffe, and loofeth his prifoners Pfal. I4 6. 7 . heares and frees the poor creatures TaT*" 
groaning under mans abufe &c. Given to cover her nakednejfe ]] This is the end of * 

: garments fo called eyuafi gardmentes : they arme and fence oUr bodies againft the 
injury of Winde and weather, againft heate of furamer,. cold of winter • They alfo 
cover our nakedneffe and deformity, thofe parts efpecially that are by an Antiphra- 
Jit called verenda cr pudenda (here principally perhaps intended ) becaufe they 
ought never to be laid naked but kept covered pudoris gratia for common honefty ^ t 
lake: that the Jbamc of thy nakednejfe do not appeare* Rev. 3. i8 ; Nature teach- VaA ’ 

T /l akcdnei f e > Therefore alfo when a man hath committed a fin, 
he blufheth : the blood as it were would cover the fin. But nothing will do that, 
rave onely the righteoufneffe of Chrift, the fleece of that immaculate lamb of God 
whom therefore we muff put on, Rom i 3 . I4 . in all his officesand efficacies ; 

Our firll parents indeed were born with the royal 1 robe of originall righteoufneffe 1 
on their back; but the devill foon ftript them of it j and therehence They became 1 
fore alhamed of their bodily nakedneffe (but chiefly of their fpirituall) which there¬ 
fore they fought to hide as they could, their privities efpecially. Whence fome 
are of opinion that to look upon the nakedneffe of another is a fin againft nature 
The Prophet H^i&^taxeth it in the Chaldees Chap. 2. 15. and the Hebrewes 
there fay. It was a filthy cuftome amongft chem, common at their feafts. Cloathes 
i are the enfignes or mans fin, and the cover of our frame. To be proud of them 
is as for a thief to be proud of his halter: to brag of them, is as for the Lazar to’ 
brag of a plafter laid to his filthy fore : th efinenefie offuch is their filthinefc : their 
neatncjfe, nafitnefie^ as one fpeakech. J 

c v °r 1 ”r XVi/l 1 , di f coverher leWdneffe, ] Or her filthinefie , bafeneffe 

foolifrneffe, frplefsneffe ; perhaps the fame with her nakedneffe, verfe o. See the 
Note there. Howframeleffe the Heathen Idolaters were, the worftippersof Pria- 
InA ( . W ^ Ch T C * ad r V ,dore %» was the fame with Baal-peor, 

Nos It e l Tr f* mot , he / T of A f- § ulIc y o f that villany ) with their infamo^ 

Nos pstdore pulfa, fiamusfub Jove coleis apertts, &c. is notorioufly known - how 

rnaked ,n ^r Lupercalia Bacchanalia an d other beaftly folemni- 
ties. God chreatneth to make her naked here in another manner to her utter dip* r>u u j 
grace and ignominy. He had threatned her before with poverty’ now with fcorn dhhZili*" 

^S d0mC afunder > buc when felf-procured, they are very an.utqum 
grievous. See Deut. 28. Formcatours are fools, Ier. 29.23. Gen. 34.7/ Shechem 
committed folly m Ifrael, and is therefore called a lad, or Ichilde, ( ver. 10 Neaue dtTtb * nt ' d ? e *‘‘ 

fc ^ hiSWIC, "\ aS be ’ n g carried not by right reafon/bufblmd S 
anertion. So oAmnon was for this as one of the fools in Ifrael, 2 S am. 13. 12. a 
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, Nabaly a Nebulo , one that falls below the dignity of a man, below the ilirrup of 
reafon, flagitious and profligate. .. , < 

Spirituall fornicatours are all this and more. They hunt after lying vanities,and fo 
forfake their own mercies; being Angularly foolifh ( as the word here uled import¬ 
ed) and miferable by their own eledion. The indignity and iniquity of their pra- 
dife, fee ler. 2.9,10,11,12,13. Satan deals by them as he did by Adam , when he 
gave him an apple for Paradife; and fet him to the tree of Knowledge,that he might 
not tafte the tree of life. And like unto them (faith a Lapidc here) is every wicked 
perfon, who by Satans perfwafion preferreth the creature before the Creacour, earth 
before heaven, the devil before God, hell before heaven, fin before fandity, evil 
before good. Thele are lewd perfons of fordid and fervile difpofitions, homines ad 
fervitutem parati ( as Tiberius faid of the Romans) men of an under-fpirit,as thofe, 
j Chron. 4.23. Hedge rogues Mr.Dj^e calleth them. 

In the fight of her lovers ] That her, whom they havefodefired whiles lhe was 
veiled, they may deride when laid open. There can nothing befall a woman more 
grievous, then to be ftript naked, but efpecially before her fmet-hearts. Lam. 3.8. 
All that honoured her, defpife her, becaufe they have feen her nakedneffe: yea file 
figheth and turneth backward. It is the paint or the dreflemany times, that makes 
the lewd woman lovely ; Think the fame of Idolatry : how pompous is it, and the¬ 
atrical! ? but God willdetcd it and make it ridiculous every day more and more. 
Erafmus was very inftrumentall this way, and did prejudice Popery by his witty- 
jearing, as much as Luther did by his ftomacking and inveying, faith One. Though 
it cannot be denied, but that Pruriginofa iftorum kominum fcabics afperiori ftrigtli 
fricanda fuerat, the fcabby hides of thofe Popelings called for a lharper curry-comb, 
as another Learned man phrafeth it. 

and none fball deliver her. out of my hand'J Not her idols, not her confederates. 
An idol is nothing in the world : and all Nations,fet by God, are as a drop of a bucket, 
or dufi of a ballance: they, can no more firand before him, then a glafie-bottle 
can before a cannon-fhot. It was bootleffe therefore for this adult ere fie to hope for 
help from her lovers, when God once took her in hand. He would give her, her 
due, Ipfis fpettantibus ft antibus inftar ftipitum , whiles they look on and Itood 
like fo many flocks, not daring to Air for her reftue and relief. See for this, Lev. 
18. 10. with the Note. 

Verfe n. I will alfo caufe her mirth to ccafcfy Idolaters are Rollick and jovial, 
the greateft mirth-mongers, the merry Greek of the world, fet altogether upon 
the merry pin, they fpend their dayes in pleafure, and fuddenly turn into hell. 
Thus it was with thefc old idolaters. See Amos 6. 4. And thus it is with the Papifts 
at this day. They have a Proverb amongft them ; Spirit as Calvinianus eft fpiritus • 
melancholic us , A Calvinifiicallfpiritisa melancholy fpirit* Turn Protefiant once, 
and you muft for ever bid adieu to mirth and jollny, and lead a Monkifh melan¬ 
choly life. In their Application to King lames for a Toleration, they ufed this as 
an argument for their Religion above ours, becaufe more fuitable and pleafing to 
mans nature. It is indeed an alluring , tempting, bewitching religion. Sir Wal¬ 
ter Rawleigh knew what he faid, That were he to chufe a Religion for licentious 
liberty, Iafcivioufneffe, and merry-living, he would be a Papift. Hence the whole 
world is faid to wonder after the Beafty which is faid to be like unto a Leopard , or 
Panther; Now the Panther is admired, and followed by moft other bcafisof the 
field ( and thence hath his name ) either for the beauty of his hide, or for the 
fweetnefle of his fmell. So is the Pope for thofe fenfual debghts, and fwinifli plea- 
fures he alloweth his followers. Lupanar utriufque Veneris Ron'a condidir, faith 
Agrippa, concerning Pope Sixtus Quintas. But what fhould I rake in that dung¬ 
hill? Such finfull mirth, as it is bafe born, fo it is of fhort continuance: God 
will make it toceafe, and togofoon out in a vexing fnuffe. for why? There is a 
fnare ( or cord ) in the finne of the Wicked , fc. to firangle their joy with, but the 
righteous ftngand are merry , P rov. 29.6. yea they are merry, (orright fet in 
their mindes, as theApoftles word fignifies, lames 5. 13.) and then-fore they fing, 
yea and fhall fingfor joy of heart, when wicked men fhall cric for forcew of heart, 
yea howle again for vexation offpirit,E/47 65.14. Mean-while their mirth is but the 
hypocrifte ofmirth.lt may wet the mouth^but not warm the hear:; fmooth the brow, 

but 
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b“c not fill the breaft.lt is like a little counterfeit complexions they repent only m- 

thefacc Ad.n.6.,6. fo they rejoyceonly uithe face, a indeed they revel 

rather then rcjoycc, be the end of that nurth is hcavinefs Pro 14 1 * as ; Zl 

tended with thunderous comets end in a peftilent vapour. Let the J otd but turn his 
hand & take awayh„ «r*,c^.;dcfiroy vtne and fig-trees,&c. and this carnal mhth s 
at an end: then- light ,s put out m obfeuredarkneffe, they lye down in forrow and 
ate all they are filled wth unmedicinable perplexities, and arereadyTorun 
mad Dcut. _8. 34 . Whereas a godly man, as he hath a confianc fpring of comfort 
wjthm hun and can be merry without mufick, fo he can Rand under the « r eatefi: 
werght ol affliction without buckling, as Paul : he can be medjis trantjuillAllZ- 
dvs as No**: he can confidently lay wth Habakkuk Although the figtree fhall not 
bloffom neither ftj all ft uit be m the fines & c. Yet will I re]oyce in tlLord I will 
joy in the God of my (alvation. Chap. 3. 17. 7 

, v Z er J e A'Z yC ^ her MeW - m00 » L Q Not the matter of their joy onely fhall bea- 
bohflied, but the times too 5 She ihal! neither have holy-dayes nor good dayes fas 
they arc called, LJth 8. 17.) to keep and celebrate. Here then the Lord Ihewes 
how he will uncover this harlots nakedneffe. Viz, i irlt he will (trip her ofherSu! 
als and next of her temporals, Verfe 11. Her feafl-dayes, new-moons fabbaths 
and lolemn-Ieafis were but a pi fh imitations of thofe commanded by God whofe* 
ape Huan w.l! needs be. Habent & veff* favos : fimU imitantur holies* WafS 
have honey-conics as well as Bees- and apes willbet doing at mens a2s 
Satans fynagogue may feem a true Church. The ten revolted Tribls kept alib diverfe 
lolenim. d.i^es, pattly commanded by the Law, ( asnew-moons and Rbbaths ) and 
paitly 1 nil 1 tuted by Uroboam, m honour of their idols, as now among the i>aii As 
in pretended honmm of the Saints, with feafimg, dancing., ringing? roaring of 
organ^&c. 1 hele folemmties therefore, the Lord herefirft utterly difiwneth fal¬ 
ling them, her feaft-dayes her fabbaths^ & c . and none of his, becaufe they did 
unEn'Z uZZ ™S Ie, ™with milk, as Irenes faith of Plato . Nelnet, 
thJl 'Zu Z‘\ l faith °/r hl f h ?'Z rams ’ iJlread b y another. And fecondly 
. . I i by ca Z yWg chemfcJ ves away captive. See Chap.p. 

4,5.) and lo pud off their vizour, wafiv off their varnifh of rites and ceremonies 
and lay them open to ail in their own colours. ceremonies, 

. „ 2 r/ Llu ^ hr fix-tnc, 3 Not her ft*,,. a „d 

her pronely, her del.c.ous drinks and fweet-ineats. f even ell her pl^cv) 

, f ja o fat*, as Aret oblcrveth: which fhews a great deal of anger 
( for fruit-trees were not to be deftroyed in an enemies counttly ; like as he d,fo- 
vered a great deal or tear of the .Span, 11 , In.juifitours, that brought one of them 
Ins pears ( wh.ch he had fan for; tree and all by the roots It is wifdome to me« 

Cod by repentance left he (tub up root and branch together, left he overZf !2 ’&- 
..anwr* *»»,/.« {ballbert,more, Hzek. 21 . 27 . lefthecrie, CmhdcZ 
why cumbreihit the ground i lull it is not for fruit, let it be for the fire ’ Luke 13.7 

wbtref fie hath faid,Th,fe are my regard,, ] The wages of my wickednelfe 
the hueofmyhailotry Dcut 2 3.18. Es.ek. 16 . 34 . fretium m.rinr, u m Adultery 

iscoftly \Vhores muft ha y c their rewards, they lie in waitforaprev, fro* .3 J. 

and wdlfoon bring a rich man to beggery, frov.6.26. SeUmm himielf was ioea- 
haufted by fuel, p,ec fmersUc .they call them, Croce, eemmenU, fucknurfes 
' that he was forced tooppreffe his Subj'efts, tofup .I. h.s 

b°r:i, s a c ^ t, c ,'’ r;," r a n .rd'^ s v 

hon1bly.“’ th “ full ' s ° rscd have a tunablefweet voice; but"Trap^'^hey laeech ? 

Cerp,,.,.fc,,am m . m ,f.,„am, vim, , Scortum 
Dcbihtat, ptrdit , meat, aufert, eripit , or bat. 

purplewhoreofV 5 ”° ' e t c ,?'L ly! wit " c<re chis harlots habit, verfe ij. and the 
purple wliore ot Rome, with all her trmckecs, and thofe maffes of monev that ffie 

of^hp 8 ^.t °f raa "y pans °f Oiriftendome for the fupport ^'her* ftatTf^CUtofone c 
hei Mice-catchers, as the ftory calleth him) fent hither into England by Gregory 

the 
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^nUub after thrce^ycars raking together of money for pardons, and other pa I- 
terments’ at laft departing, he left not fo much money in the whole Kmgdome, as 
he either carried with him, or lent to W before him. What will not men part 
„ with to purchafe heaven ? Now they perfwaded the poor people (and ftill they do) 

*""• t h at good works (and what fo good, as to gratifie the Pope with great fummes ? ) 

wer zmercatura ngni catleftts, the price to be given for heaven. Idolaters are all 
Merit-mongers: they will have heaven as a purchafe,* they lay claim to it, as wages 
for their work They fay with that wretched Monk; Ridde mibt aternam vitam 
uke 15. debts Give me eternal life which thou oweft me, Give me the portion that bc- 

hmeth to me God forbid, faith another Papift, that we fhould enjoy heaven, as 
of meer alms to us. On the other fide, the godly difclatm their own merits, beg 
hard for mercy expe&a rccompenceof reward from him, but all of free-grace; 
accounting all that they can do for God, but a little of that much, that is due to 
him and that they could well beteem him : they do all righteoufnelTe but reft in none: 
thev know that Gods* kingdom is part urn & mn par a turn ; that their reward is the 
reward of inheritance, and not of acquifition : and that if they could do any thing 
this way, yet would \zbz mercy in God to reward every one according to his work, 

F ^[rndl\lill make them a forreft,~_ J See this more fully fet forth. If at. 5 - 5 , 6 * 
Such is the hatred God beareth to finne, that he makes bloody wailes, as it were, 
upon the backs of the infenfible creatures for mans fake. A fruit* tt ll land turn- 
eth he into barrennef for theWickcdncf of them that dwell therein , Pfal. 1 07.34* 
Thus he dealt by Sodom, which was once as Egypt, yea as Eden, but is now a place 
of nettles and Jalt-pits : By Judea, that once Lumen totitts o'bu, now laid dcfolate: 
as Babylon where Strabo faith their Barley ycclded three hundred-fold increale, 

, an d t h e i r palm-tree three hundred andfixty feverail forts of commodities, as bread, 

■' honev wine, vineger,&c* but what devaluation befell it by the Modes, fee Efay 
1 - 1 9Sec. It were eafte to inftance in the feven Churches of Aj;a, the Palatinate, 
and other parts of Germany , in Ireland , and now Scotland, and what may England 
look for? Shall we altogether pafle unpunilhed ? Shall we fi.ll fit fafe under our 
vines and fig-trees, and not be forrefted, and by thofe wilde beafts of the held 
devoured > Sure it is, that no bead of the field doth fliew it felf more raging, or 
ravenous then do the wicked, when God fuffers, or rather fends them to break into 
his vineyard Witneffe thofe breathing devils the Irifh Rebels, more cruel then any 
Cannibals. Curfcd be their wrath ; for it was cruel, tranfccndci.c v fo, extending it 
felf both to the living and the dead. Vrfi non feviunt in cadaver : but elide bears , 
Pfal. 58.4. boars , Pfal. 80.1 3 . lions, leopards , Crc, did rage againft dead carcafies, 
and tore them with their teeth. Hiftories tell us, that thefirft founders of Rome 
< ^cre nourifhed by a Wolf: Certain it is that the off-fpring of that people have the 
1 hearts of Wolves: being favage and cruel above meafure. 1 heir citie was firft foun¬ 
ded in blood, and fowas the Papacy: for the foundation of that See was laid 
when p hoc as flew his liege Lord and Emperour Mauritius, whom he Revved in 
his own blood. Whence the Poet wittily; 

Stiff ocas, Phoca , imperium ; fiabilifauc Vapatum. 

The habit of that harlot is, according to her heart, purple and fcarlet; and her diet 
B<w „ 6 is the diet of the Cannibals* / fa* her drunken with the »Lod of rV Saints. They 
are wholly bloody, both in their pofitions, and difpofitions, their plots, and pra- 
difes. The Pope is faid to be a Leopard, or Panther , with his feet like a Bear, 
and his head like a Lion, Revel. 13.2. See the Note there And of their S. Do¬ 
minick^ (the father of the Dominicans ) it is reported, that when his mother was 
with childc of him, fhc dreamed, that (he brought forth a Wolf, with a fire-brand 
Ezek.Ji.31. inBi s mouth : andheprooved accordingly; a bruitifh man, skilfuU to defiroy, to 
Habac. 1.2,3. devour the man mor e righteous then himfelf, by his bloody inquifitors. 1 pray ■ 
that God would deliver his turtle fromthefe favage creatures ; that lie would caufe 
the evil beafts to ceafe out of the land, E*ek^. 34* z 5- that ^ ie beafts of the 
land may no more devour them, verf 28. * 

Verje 13. And 1 will vifit upon her the dajes of Baalim, ] ThaUs, I will punijn 
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the fins committed in thofe dayes wherein they went after thofe multitudes of 
Heathenifh gods: 30000. of them Hcfod reckons up in his days And Servius up¬ 
on Virgil tellcs us, that for fear of offending any of them they ufed to t lole up their 
petitions wizhD ijq;Deaq- omnes, All ye gods&goddefies,&c.Someof thcHebrews by 
Baalim underltand Dominos domuum the Lords of the houles.- fir the planets arc laid 
to have thir houfes. Oecolampadius underftands it of thofe Idols which they wor¬ 
shipped under the name of the Stars, called ell where the Queen of heaven, or the 
heavenly conftcllations. Others by Baal conceive to be meant their chief God : 
called alfo by them Baal-famcn , or the Lord of Heaven : by Baalim their under¬ 
gods, medioxuma vutraina inter mortales calicolafij ; veElores. This was Plato's De- 
7r.0r.0gy ( Sec the Note above upon verfe 8. of this chapter ) Saint Paul is thought 
to have been well read in Plato's writings (his dvu^eoTwpa v - Tim. 1 . 6 . tsverbum 
Platoincum) and to have alluded to him in that pafl’age, r Co^.S.5,6. I hough there 
be that are called ( Baalim figilificth Lords) whether in heaven or in earth , as there 
be gods many and lords many : but to us there is but one God the Father , and one Lord 
^efns Chrifl, that is but one Mediatour betwixt G^od and Man, the Man Chrift Jefus, 
who indeed in regard of his humane nature is inferiour to the Lather, but yet luch a 
Lord by whom are all things, and we by him. The Papifts acknowledge but one 
God,but they have maay'/te<i//»«,manv Lords and Mcdiatours both of interceliion 
and of Redemption too. But this is an heathenifh opinion, as indeed many of theirs 
arc : whence they are called Gentiles, in oppofirion to the holy City the Church, 
Rev.ii. 2 . 

when in ,fhc burnt ineenfe to them J which typified prayer, both in the fwcet 
favour, and aieending property ; clationibasfumi with pillars of fmokc, Chap. 3.6. 
This fhould have been done to God alone. He is the proper obj’eft of prayer, as 
being omniprefenr, omnifeient and omnipotent: and befides in covenant with his 
people : He never faid to the feed offacob,feckjeme in vain. No: he lcorns that,and 
leaves that to the Heathen idols to dojE/rf 45.18.19. Our Rocket's not as their rock^our 
em mies themfelvcs being judges. He is not like Baal, that purfuing his enemies could, 
not hear his friends. Nor like J upiter of Greet that was carved without cars, and 
could not be at leifure to attend fmall matters, no nor greater neither, unlefs it were 
at certain times when he was pleafed to look down through certain chinkers in hea¬ 
ven, as Lucian faineth. He is not as Diana, who being prefent at Alexanders birth, 
could not at the fame time preferve her F.pbcfian temple from the fire. O thou that 
hearefi prayers ( faith David : that’s one of his titles of honour. Pfal. 65.2.) unto 
theeRjall allflefi come. Whither clfe fhould I go ? B aftl makes prayer a chain tied 
to Gods car, and mans mouth. J amblichus faith, it is copula qua homines cum Deo 
conjunguntttr, a tie wherewith men arc knit unto God. Damafccn faith it is an a ft 
cent of the heart to heaven. The Church is laid to afeend out of the world by thefe 
pillars of inccnfc. Cant. 3.64 And as the Angel that appeared to Manoah by afeend- 
ing up in the flame of the Altar, is faid to do Wondrouflj,fndg. 13.19,20. So do the 
Saints by their daily devotions coming up ( as Cornelius his prayers and alms did) 
for a mcmoriall before God, AEt.io^- and being a precious inccnfc, Pfal.i^x.z. far 
beyond that of Baal Prieft,*,or C/«w«rj'-Chaplaines,who were called Chemarims, or 
Black-oncs, ab incctijtone thuris from their much offering up of inccnfc, with the 
fmokc whereof they were blacked and footed; asfomc hold. 

and /be deeded her felfWith her car-rings and her jewels ]] Harlot-like : matrons 
adorn not themfelvcs fo pompoufly. Whence Tally compares the Latine tongue to 
a grave Matronc ; the Greek to a lumptuous harlot in all her bravery. This drawes 
thefcnfe$,and is therefore much in ufe amongft adulterers and Idolaters: as Papifts 
for inftance with their exccftivc gayctic in Gods fcrvicc; their palles,copes and other 
matfing-veftmeuts of as great price, fome of them, as Demetrius king of Maccdon 
his robewas : which none of h is fucccflours would were propter invidiojam impendij 
magnificentiam for the richncfs thereof. Gods likes no fitch doings now adayes in his 
fervice. The High-Pricft indeed of old was fiimptuoufly attired from head to foot. 
Os humcrofcj., Deo [imilis as reprefenting the p:rfon ofjGod, that he might dazlc the 
eyes of the beholders, and breed reverence in them by fuch an appearance. But 
now it is far otherwise. Cor annum requirit Dens, nonvefiem. God lookes not 
for gorgeous array but gracious hearts: faith and love within, modefty and humility 
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without: thefe arc things of great price in the fight of God, i /V. 3.4 .thefe beauti¬ 
fy the foul better then Jfaacs jewels did Rebeccatis body. It was therefore excellent 
Lib.de cult. counfell that Tertullian gave the young women of his time, and may be tifefull to 
feemin. to usa \i ; Veftite vosferico pictatis, byfftno fanBitatis,&c. Cloath your felves, i'aich 

he with the filk of piety, with the fattin of fanfticie,with the purple of modeftie. So 
fiiall you have God himfclf to be your fuitour : Chrift will make love to you, and 
greatly defire your beauty. Pfal.4%. 11. The kings daughter is all glorious Within: 
her clothing is of wrought gold verf. r 3. She is like that Spartan woman mentioned by 
Plutarch, who when her neighbours were fhewing their apparrdl and j*cwels,fhc 
brought out her children vertuous and well taught, and laid, Thcfe arc my ornaments 
and jewels. 

and flje went after her lovers ^ This is oft obj'e&ed to her, as a foul bufinefs in¬ 
deed : this was the fin that disjoynted Gods foul from her, to the making of her de- 
folate^ land not inhabited Jer.6.8* We muft take fpcciall carc,that no creature creep 
into the BridalLbed betwixt Chrift and the foul: or if any do, complain to him be« 
All.and Mon. time and he will play PhineM his part, as Mafter Bradford phrafeth it. And forgat 
me, faith the Lord 2 This is re fee vecl to the laft, as the foot and root of all the fore- 
mentioned evils both of fin and punifhment. See the lack of Gods holy fear Rom .3. 
18. There is no fear of God before iheir eyes. And thence it is, chat their throat 
is a gaping grave, their mouth full of gall and guile, that deftiudion and miicry are 
in their waye c , &c. 13,14, 15,1 6.&c. Fearlefnel’s and forgetfulnefs of God go 
alwayes together. Jer.q.22,23. thofe that remember him and his prefence, cannot 
but bear an awfull refpeft to him. It is a problem in /lrijlotle, why are men credited 
more then other creatures. His anfwcr is Zrt 0e»? voft^tn ^bccaufe they be- 
lecveaDeity. Man alone remembreth,and therefore revevcnceth God. Thofe there¬ 
fore that fo forget him, after long experience cfpccially of his gracious care to pra¬ 
ted them and provide for them, as a husband doth for the wife of his bofom, thefe 
are ftrange creatures, and muft look to be vifited and reminded of him from whom 
they have fo deeply revolted: for of all things God cannot abide to be forgotten.See 
Jfai.lj. 10. D cut..8.21. 

Verfe 14. Therefore behold I Will allure her 3 A ftrange (^Therefore J It may very 
well have a Behold at the heclcs of it : For the fenfe is this; Becaufe fhe hath quite 
forgotten me, and will never be converted of her felf, I will prevent her by my 
mercy, recalling her mildly but mightily by my Gofpel. Seducam Mm et deducam in 
defertum.Snch another fwcet text as this we have in Efay 57.17, r 8.For the iniquity 
of his covctoufncffc was 1 wroth and/mote him : I hid me, and w.ts wroth ,~nd he went on 
frowardly in the Way of his heart. I have feenhts wayes, and Will heal him. Way's? 
whatwayes ? his covetoufnefs,frowardnefs,&cAnditisasif Ci-d fhouid fay,f fee 
thefc froward children will lay nothing to heart: frownes will not humble them, 
blowes will not better them. If I do not fave them till they feck me chcy w 111 never 
faved: therefore I Will heal him , J will lead him alfo, and rrfiore comforts unto him 
and to his mourners: I Will create the fruit of the lips peace to him* O the never- 
enough adored depth of Gods free grace and fuperabundant love to his people 1 
This David well underftood, and therefore prayed, pardon my iniquity : for it is 
great. He knew that God both could and would remit mere then he could commit: 
and that mercy rejoyceth againft judgement j whileft God for his own fake (though 
not for ours ) blotteth out the thicks cloud as well as the cloud, enormities as infirmities 
Efay 4^.22. See his Non-objlante Pfa»io6> 8. his Refolve Jr«.8.21. and his 
damiis P/al. 1 4.4. and then it muft needs be done, though no god would do it but 
himfelf Mic. 7.1 8 . though no man could imagine how it fhouid be done, Efay 55 . 
7,8. I will allure her ] that is,I will cffeftually perfwade her by the preaching of the 
Gofpel. Men may fpcak perfwafively, but God onely can perfwade Gcn.cf.2y. they 
may fpeak to the car, but He to the heart: and this He doth to his Tied, not onely 
by a morall perfwafion, but by an irrefiftible inward attraftion. Aft. 11,17. by a 
mercifull violence,by making them willing to follow the Lamb wherefoever he go- 
eth. They kifle the Son with a kiiTc of love and homage, having firft been killed 
with the ki fifes of his mouthiwhereupon immediately {o\\ovjzs 3 Drawme,we Will run 
after thee, Cant.i. 1,4. Elifha. could more with akiife, then his man could with a 
“ ftaffe, in railing the dead child. Chrifts works upon his people fortiter, but yet 

fttaviter 


— the Trophecie of Hofea. ^9 

/turner powerfully,but yet fweecly he incline), their he.iruto hit uflimomes ,md mt to Atffc 
covctoufnef r, Pfal. 119.36. and brings them to the obedience of fairh monendo potius *«»»**** 
quam minctndo, docondo quant ducendo. If he do [educe them fas fome render the Tecldn ^‘to¬ 
ward here ) it is for no hurt, it is but to fpeak in a word private with them,as one ”* ° 
friend may with another : it is but to give them his loves, as he fpeakes in the Canti- 
cles: tofhew them his glory ; as he did Mofes : to lpread before them his beauty, 
and fo to catch them by guile , as Saint P.Wdid Corinthians 2 £p.12.1 9. to fteal away 
their hearts before they are aWan, according to that Cavt.6.12. that they thence¬ 
forth may be an Amminadib , a willing people, a free-hearted people, Vfal.i i o. 3. 
waiting for the law Efay 42.8. and walking by the rule. Gal 6.16. &c. Oh it is a 
blefled thing to be thus allured, thus inveigled, thusfeduced out of the ivaycs of fin 
and death, into the wayes of holinefs and happinefs j by the doctrine of the Gofpel, 
which is the true Vitbo, the Suad<c medulla,qua capiuntur homines, fed bona ^f ce f- 

divine Rhctorikc, wherewith mens minds arc taken, but for their grcatefc good. ’ Rm: ‘ 
andl will bring her into the wildernefs 2 Look how I at firft allured my people 
out of hgypt where they fat by the flclh-pots^nd enjoyed the pleafures of fin for a 
ieafon ( out of Egypt have 1 called myfon , that I might fethim higher then the Kinas 
of the earth) and brought them into the wildernefs, and there extraordinarily pro¬ 
vided for them ( never was Prince foferved in his greateft pomp )and fpakc to 
their hearts,giving them right judgements and true Uwcs goodflatutcs and command¬ 
ments Nch. 7. 1 3. to their great comfort,P/I19.8. So will I again do for them, and 
much more then fo, by Chrift, in the dayes of the Gofpel. Indeed as the people at 
their firft fetting foot upon the promifed land,mcc with trouble in the valley of Achor 
by the fin of Achan , fo fhail the Saints be furc of troubles; but Chrift will not leave 
them comfort left : a door of hope he will open unto them in their deepeft diftreffes. 

Death iball be unto them not a trap-door to hell (as it is to the wicked) but an inlet 
into life eternall, where they fhail fing the fong of Mofes, and the fong of the Lamb. 

Rev. 15.13. Let the Saints therefore rejoycc in hope,be patient in tribulation.Vine¬ 
yards God will give them here, fome grapes atleaftof the heavenly Canaan afore- 
hand,fpirituall bencdiftions,Divinecomfortsto fuftain them, fuch generous wine as 
fhail make the lips of thofe that are aflecp to fpcaf, Cant.7,6. Yea to fing,Eph.5.18.19. 

Lo,fuch winc,of the bells and fuch fongs of joy fliall the Saints have for thofe vines 
which before he threatened to deft roy verf. 12. and that mirth which he would caufe 
to ceafe, verf 11. Repentance can turn croffes into comforts, and ( like the Philo- 1 
fophers ftonc ) make golden afflidlions 1 Pet.1.7. As it is the fair and happy daugh- * 
ter of an ugly and odious mother, w*. fin ; fo it is the mother of all mercies and 
benefits: for it is repentance unto life, API. n.18. yea to falvation, and therefore 
never to be repented of, 2 CV.7.10. It is that rainbow, which if God fee fhining 
in our hearts and lives, he will not onely not drown us; but do us all good. 

and [peak, comfortably to her 2 Heb. [peak, to her heart, fuch things as fhail 
chear her up, and make her heart leap and even dance Levatufs. See l/rf/40. 1. and r Confcr 
comparing 1 Sam. 15.35. Obfervc that the fame word 021 Nacham fignificth tcr^ S' 
repent firft,and then to comfort. And to this purpofe it i- that fome tranflate the tuHgT9.3'. 
text thus After I have brought her into the wildernefs,zx\d fo humbled her thoroughly, 
as I once did her forefathers thcre,I will [peak, to her heart: yea I will take her alone f eraMX ^° 
for the purpofe, even into a folitary wildcrncfs, where I may more fceely impart my ’ 

mindc to her (fofomc fenfe it ) that having her whole defire flic may come up from quar.t'ajlalio, 
the wildernefs, leaning upon her beloved, C 4 »f.8.5. andfo be brought into the 
bride houfc, with all folcmnity. 

Verfe 15. I will give her her vineyards from thence 2 or , from thenceforth : either 
from that time, or from that place. God,as out of his melting heartednefs toward 
her he thinks fliehath luflered double for all her fins, Efay 40.1. (though (he think 
flic hath fuflered left then her fins Ezra 9.1 3.) So he is ready, upon her repentance, 
to make her ( ftrait ) a plcntifull amends, He deftroyed her vineyards and damped 
her mirth, verf. u .12. Now fhe fhail have all again, with advantage: not her 
corn onely for neceffity, but her vineyards alfo for delight: yea an honeft affluence 
of both. She fhail have reall manifeftations of his love: and although he take her 
into the wildernefs, yet will he not be unto her a wildernefs, or a Land of darknefs : 
wherefore then fbould his people fay, we are Lords, we will come no more unto thee ? 

D a Jfr.2.32. 
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~~*/ er •* 31. why fhould they not rather reafon thus with the prodigall. I will goto 

my father : for in his houfe is bread enough. I will return to my firlt husband, lor 
then was it better with me then now, I will repent, for the kingdomc of heaven is 
at hand &c. Lo this is the right way of reafoning, fc. from mercy to duty, from 
, deliverance to obedience, E^ra. 9. 14. The love of Chrifi confirainctb us, faith 
Patti : the grace of the Gofpeil teacheth us to deny ungodlincffe, and to live godl>% 
&c. the kiridnefle of God leadeth to repentance : & if befought by the mercies of 
God to prefent our bodies for a facrifice to God, how can we do otherwife ? If God 
brines vineyards out of wilderneftes, comforts out of crofles, meace out of eaters, 

*. honey out of the rock, and oyle out of the flinty rock, that is, mercies out of diffi¬ 
culties, they mud: needs he very hard-hearted, that are nor melted and mollified 
thereby. 

tslnd the vally of /Ichor for a doore of hope"] The vally was neer unto Jericho, that 
city of Palmtrccs, and was fertile, fat, and full of vines, I fat. 65. 10. thought to 
be the fame with Engcddi which is often mentioned in the Canticles. This vally 
was a kinde of dorc or inlet into the promifed land : and here they began fit'll: to 
eate of the fruits of the land, which they had fo much longed for, Joflt. 5. 10. 
and now hoped for the enjoyment of the whole* whereof that vally was a plcdg, 
and earned. Hereby then is covertly promifed to Gods people, deliverance by 
Chrid, together with the firlUfruits and earned of the fpiric, whereby they fhall be 
brought to an allured hope of the harveft of happinefic, of the whole bargain of 
Chrids benefits, Spes in humams incerti nomen boni : fpes in divinis uotmn eft ccr- 
tifftmi Heb.11 .l’.this is hope unfaileable,as proceeding from faith unf lined 3 vjhic\\ can 
believe God upon his bare word, and that again ft fenfe in things invifible, and 
a«aind reafon in things incredible. It can take a man out of the vally of Achor, 
that is of trouble (fee jo/h. 7. 6.) and fet him on the everlading mountains, where 
as from Pi/gab, he may have a full profpeft of heaven • the hope where of maketh 
abfent joyes prefent, wants plentitudes; and beguiles calamity, (as good company 
doth the way) yea lookes upon it as an inlet to mercy, a promife whereof to apoda- 
, tiring lfrael fome make this fat vally of Achor to be dot is nomine, as a dowry : in 
allufion to the manner of the Jewes in their marriages to give fome piece of ground 
to the fpoufe as a pledge. 

and/he/hallfing tbere^As vejoycing in hope, Rom. 12. 12. Et res plenagaudto 
15. cr fpes, as Bernard hath it* "They jballjhout for joy, they {hall alfo fing* Some think 
the Prophet here alludeth to that cuftome of the Jewes to fing in the time of their 
vintage, See Judg. 9. 27. Efay* t.6. 10. Others will have it to bean alkfionto 
their marriage-fongs : that being the time of the rejoycing of a mans 
3. 11. Viz. at the recovery of his lodrib. The Sepcuagint render ; r r - hill be 
humbled : and indeed the word fignificth both to be humbled and t fing. : ome 

1 are humbled but not humble, low but not lowly : tliefe mud look for more load. 
But they that mourn in a godly manner, are fure to be comforted. God will turn 
nil their fighing into finging ; they fhall fing aloud upon their beds whic h they 

lf * havefoaked in teares, and made to fwim againe, as 'David Pja. 0. A r econciled 

2 condition is a finging condition, Bernard was fo over-joyed at his eonverlion, that 
C * * hewasalmoftbefidehimfeif. Cyprian telleth his friend Donatus, chat Ins comforts 

then were inexprefiible. Aufiin faith the like of himfelf. The Saints cannot uut 
fing at this dore cf hope,though they be not yet got in atit.See P/al, 13C.5- they fhfiU 
. 54. fing in the W'aycs of the Lord, though they be jet but vi.itores. Coclsjtatu: c t are 1 bar 
fongseven in the houfc of their pilgrimage ■ as hoping to fing fhortly in the height of 
Zton,to flow to the bountifulncffe of the Lord,\ttc. 31. 22 . As in the dajes ’fiber youth, 
and in the day \X>hen /he came up &c. Outofalow countrey, but a lower conditi¬ 
on ; being fliiftleflfeand fuccorleflfe. Then did God put Timbrels into their hands, 
and ditties into their mouths.See Exod. 1 5. Andfo it is here faid, he will do againe 
in the time of the gofpeil. Let our Nonfingers here cake notice, that finging (and 
that joyntly with others) is a Gofpell-ordinance: and for further proof let them 
read Mr. Cottons excellent treatife uponthis fubjedt 

Verfe. 1 6. And it /hall be in that day~\ A fweet promife of a tborow reformati¬ 
on, much like that Zach. 13. 2. God willturneco his people a pure language, 
that they may all call upon the name of the Lord to ferve him with one /boulder. 
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Zeph. 3.9. For which end he formes their fpeech for them,& tutours them here bow 
to terme him. Ijhi they muft cal! him, but not Baali , my husband { but not my 
Lord : Not that there was any hurt in the word my Baal or Lord ; but becaufe it 
had been abufed and given to Idols, God would havenone ofit: or becaufe it was 
grown among the better fort a name of contempt: like as for the fame reafon the 
word Burden is reje&ed, Jer. 23. 3 6. Oriafily, left the people whileft they ipoke 
of one thing fhould think of another: and naming Baal fhould be put in minde of 
an Idol. This is Hieromcs reafon. Some diftinguifh thus betwixt the 2 words, that 
3 fh is a name of love* Baal of feare. Others obferve that \fh fignifieth an excellent 
man,and is therefore made choyce of as every way better then Baal., or Lord. Au- 
gufius forbad men to call him Lord : and defired rather that more amiable name 
of Father of his countrey. It is wifdome when we call upon 6od to make choyce of 
fit titles, not onely fuch as he in his word hath warranted, but alfo fuch as may be 
fuitable to our requefts, and helpfull to our faith in prayer ; fuch as wherein we may 
fee the thing prayed for comming towards us, as it were. This will notably excite 
devotion. Inftances ofit fee E/a/. 80. 1. AEt. 1. 24. and 4. 24. 2$* &c. Note 
there and in the next verfe, that there is no fmaJl danger in words and names. What 
a deale of mifehief hath the word Huguenot done in France, and Puritan here. 
Anno 1572. Cardinall Allen at Rhemes inftrufted his emiflary-feducers, fent 
over hither, to divide the people under the names of Proteftanc and puritan: pro¬ 
voking them thereby to reall and mutuall both hate and contempt. His Rhemifts 
in their anotationson 1 Tim. 20. warn their readers of ufingthe words of Here- 
ticks (fo they call us) though they have no great hurt in them : and hold to their 
old termes of mafie, pennance, Prieft &c. they call us Novatores, but we may call 
them fo better. The truth is, we may not teach nova , nor yet nov} ? Caftalion 
cannot be excufed in his Jana Genius Rcjfiublica for Ecelefia and other affected no¬ 
velties. Mdanchtbons wifh was, that men would not onely teach the fame things, 
but in iijdetn verbis, intifdem fyllabis in the fame words, yea in the fame fyllables: 
for he that faineth new words brings in new do&rines (it may be thought ) as did 
Artmnius. And yet it is not many yeares fince here amongft us, that he that 
would not be an Arminian was held no better then a prafricall Puritan. But let us 
keep our old words (faid thofe Veteratorcs ) and we fhall eafiiykeep our old faith: 
The devill doth fometimes fpeake the trueth for his own ends! But was JVinrbfier 
well advifed when he made The Lord , and not to fay o H r Lord, to be (ymbolum 
hareticorum , a note of an heretick. Or Dr. Story, whofe rule to know an heretic!; 

. was this, they will fay The Lord, and we Praife God ■ and The living God. This 
was not Nuvunt nomen, but Novum crimen , C. Cafar. Much like chat of Pope 
Paul 2. who pronounced them hereticks that did but name the name Academy ei¬ 
ther in carneft or in jeft: And another Pope made it herefie to hold that there 
were any Antipodes. 

Verfe 17. For I will tyke a\fray the names of Baalim out of her mouthf\ So precife 
fhe fhall be, fo circumfped, according to Exod, 23. 13. that file fhould fptt out 
of her mouth thofe dunghill duties with utmoft contempt; as David had done be¬ 
fore her, Pfal. 16* 4. If bodily filthinefle may not be once named among Chrifti- 
ans Ephe. 5. 3. why fhould fpirituall ? The Primitive Chriftians would not call 
their dayes of the week by the Heathenifh names of Dire Martis , Dies Mercurii 
0 rc. (as Mercurial Tri/me gift had. fuperftitioufiy named them) but the firft, fe- 
cond, third &c. day of the week : as not willing to have the names of thofe Idols 
mentioned among Gods people. Mentioned they may be (no doubt) recitative 
without fin, asBaalis Rom. 11. 4. and Caflor and Pollux. A&. 1.8. 11. but not 
honoris gratia for honour fake, or without fome expreflionof deteftation of them ; 
fuch as was that of Cyril, who fpeaking of Paganifh idolatries breaks out thus, 
Bo ? Co ? ^0 *taut* hiy>rw.f we rake a dunghill in a difeourfe of dunghill gods. What 
a patheticall fpeech or rather fiiriek is that of Almighty God, fer. 44. 4. Oh 1 
do not this abominable thing : do not honour Idols in the leaft. fhall I bow my knee 
to yonder Jackanapes ? . faid that martyr pointing to the Rood in Pauls. Should I 
ki/s Baal ? as they did 1 King. 19. 18. Or fomuch as kifs my band in honour to him, 
as Job. 31. 27. were not this to deny the God that is above ? Verfe 28. And how 
can thole be excufed that have fo often in their mouths Jupiter omnipotent, mehercu - 
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le Mecaftor , & cetera magis portent a qu.am numina, faith Hicrom : and thofe 

i chat think their verfes nothing fo neate, unle/fe there be often naming, and fome- 
times invocating too of Apollo, Minerva, Venus, Grc. Doth a fountain fend forth 
at the fame place fweet water and bitter ? Thofe that fay they think no hurt in all 
this, are no more excufcd thereby then he that faid, 

Lafciva eft nobis pagina, vita proba. 

j Thofe that thus borrow garnifh of the Egyptians, may therewith get their 
botches and boyles. Howfoever, they may feare^o have Bellarmme himfelf (who 
was no prccifian ) to rife up in judgment againtl them and condemn them ; who 
would not have Paul called Divas. Panins, but Beat us : becaufe Divus, and Diva, 
were the words of the heathens for their gods and g oddeffes. 

and they ft}all no more be remembredf fc. without indignation and deteftation, 
without a What have l to do any more With Idols ? or a Get you hence, Abitehinc, 

* abite long'e as Charles 5 faid of all his worldly pomp and atchievements’at the laft, as 
Amnon thruft Tamar out ofdores when he had had his will of her, when he had 
moyled himfelf in that filthy guzzle, and fullied his confcience. She multiplied her 
whoredcmes (faith the Prophet) in calling to remembrance the day es of her youth there¬ 
in jhe hadplat'd the harlot in the land 0/ Egypt, Ezck- 23. aI. and verge 8. Not 
the new fent of meat, but the remembrance of their old flefli-pots moved Ifracl: 
they found rweetneffe in a luft twice fod, they had ftill the broth of thofe abominable 
things in their veffels , as the Prophet Efay hath phrafed it. Chap. 65. 4. To 
, remember with delight fins paft is, to recommit them : and herein the deceitfull 
heart is with all care to be looked unto, that when we call co mind former evil! 
pradifes, though with an intent to be humbled for them, we be not infnared, and 
drawn to commit them afrefh by being tickled in the thought of them. 

Verge 18. And in that day Will I make my covenant for them with the beafls &c.f 
At the firft creation all things were fubjeft to man on this condition, that he fhould 
be fubjeft to his maker as his mafter. Rebellis auttm Julia ejt quia homo numini, 
crcatura homini. But no fooner did man rebell again ft God, but the creature be¬ 
gan to rebel .againft him. Look how a Noble-mans fervants will draw in defence 
of their Lord, and fouldiers fight for their Generali: fo here, God is Lord of 
hofts. They continue this day according to thine ordinance (and fight in their cour- 
i* (esfudg. 5. 20.) for they are all thy fervants, ready preft they aretofeifeafinner, 
and to doe execution upon him, as a tray tour, and rebel to the higheft Ma jefty ; as 
the fword that Htttor gave Ajax turned into his own bowels,when once he began to 
abufe it to the hurt ofhurtlefTe creatures. Now here God promifeth to abolifh that 
enmity, to make peace, even pacem omnimodam,peace, peace, as the Prophet Efay 
hath it. Chap. 26. a muliplied peace, a perfect, fheere, pure peace with God, with 
themfelves, with all creatures: and to reftore them in ChrifT that dominion they 
3 once had over the works of his hands, Pfal . 8. 6. with "Heb. 2. 7. yea power o- 
* ver all nations Rev. 2. 26. with a promile that all fliall work together for their 
good, and they (hall be fully freed if not from the fmart, yet from the hurt of eve¬ 
ry creature. Compare E<.ek^ 34 - -S- 5 - * 3 - Ejay. it. 6. 7 where the 

Prophet feemeth to allude to the carriage of the beafts in Noahs Ark j all bloodi- 
nefs and rapine laid afide. The Jewesfoolifhly argue from thefe texts, that Chrift 
is not yet come, becaufe the Lion yet rageth, the Wolf devoureth, Serpents yet 
fling and fpare nocthebeft. And fome interpreters of ours are of opinion, that 
thefe promifes .fhall be literally fulfilled at the reftizution of all things, which they 
make to be at the time of thetcall of the Jewes. But when I find Nebuchadnezzar 
and other enemies of the Church to be called Lions, Leopards, Wolves &c. as 
Jerem. 5. 6. and elfwhere, 1 cannot but think that thefe might be here meant, in 
part at leaft, ponentq-, ferocia Poeni Cor da volente Deo : according to Peters vifion 
AH. 10. and that God willfomeeken the fpiritsofhis converts, that they fhall 
not hurt nor deftroy in all his holy mountain E fay. 11. 9. The literall fenfe is very 
good I grant .• but yet it is ftill to be taken (as all fuch promifes are) 1. with excep¬ 
tion of the crofs here. 2. with expe&ation of the full accomplifhment hereafter, in 
the of perfection* 

And 
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And I will breakjhe bowe , and the/word, and the battle out of the earth. ] Thefe 
words feem to be oppofed to that threat Chap. 1.5,1 will break, the boWe of ifrael, 
crc. And it is as ifhe fhould fay, After that I have broken their power, and tamed 
their pride by the eneirties forces, then I will punifli thofe enemies, and fo take or¬ 
der with them, that they fhall not hurt my people by any of their lioftilities. Lo, 
v peace is a piece of Gods Covenant; and covenant-mercies are very fweet, when all 
the paths of the Lord arc mercy and truth, Pfal. 25. to. Not mercy onely, but truth 
too that comes by vertue of a covenant: Mark, whac God faith to Abraham, Gen. 
i 7 %o,zi. I have blefied \fbmael ; twelve Princes fhall he beget: but my Cove¬ 
nant will I eftablifh with J faac. And in the fame Chapter Divines obferve, that in 
ten verges thereof, God repeateth his Covenant which he made with Abraham , 
thirteen times: to note thus much, rhat that was the mercy indeed that muftfatif- 
fie Abraham in all his troubles, forrows, and afflictions: For the Covenant of Gods 
peace fliall not be removed, no not when the mountains fhall depart, and the hils be 
removed, E fay 54.10. The Lord will give ftrength to his people; the Lord will 
blelfeZiis’people with peace, Pfal.29. iz. ... , 

and will make them to he down fifely. ] Being gathered under my wings, they 
fhall repofe themfelves upon my power and providence, committing themfelves to 
me in well-doing. Ail true and folid fecurity, whether inward or outward ; all true 
peace whether of countrey, or of confcience floweth from Gods favour, Pfal. 3. & 4. 

Hence the Apoftle wifheth grace and peace , and the Angels fang. Glory be to God 

on high, and peace on earth, even the peace of good-will toward men, the good-will Dcu ^ 

of him that dwelt in the bufh. The Lord vs With me, faith David, J will not fear 

what man can do unto me. I will fleep and wake, and wake and fleep again; for the Pfal. 3. 

Lord fuftaineth me. No wonder I flept fofoundly and fjafely ( faid King Philip) 

when Antipater watched me. Abner watched not fo well, when D^fetchtaway 

Sauls fpcar and pitcher, and was barely told of it. Ifbbofheth wapflain whiles he phi. 4.7. 

flept I he Saints go ever under a double guard, the peace of God within them, 1 Pec. 1.5. 

and the power of God without them,and may therefore in utramque aurem dormtre , 

lie down lately, ( See/rr.23.6.) call their fouls to reft. .. 

Verge 19. And 1 will betroth thee unto me for ever, [] This, becaufe it could not 
be eafily beleeved, is thrice repeated- We beleeve not ( what ever men may dream 
to the contrary) without much ado, and many conflicts. When faith goes about 
to lay hold on Chrift, the devils raps her on the fingers, ancf vyould beat her off. J 
Hence fhe is fain to take great pains for it, to work hard for her living- The A- 
poftlcfpeaKS more then once of the Work, of faith, 1 Thef 1.3., and 2 Epf.i. 11. 

And it is no lefte difficult (fay Divines) to beleeve the Gofpel then to fulfill the Law. 

No man can come unto the Son, except the Father draw han\ the foul naturally 
, hangs back, and had as lief put off its immortality, as put on Chrift: The devil aj- 
fodoth his utmoft to hinder. The conteft was not fo great betwixt Michael and 
1 him concerning Mofes his dead Body,as it is here betwixt the beleever and him con¬ 
cerning Chnfis living body. And fhould not God mightily alii ft, the bufinefTe 
would never be done. Hence faith is called, the faith of Gods poWer, Col. 2. 12. T*mn. 
the faith of his operation, and what an Almighty power God doth therein put forth 
is elegantly deferibed by the Apoftle in that fixfold gradation, Ephef. 1.19. which 
fhews it to be more then a morall fwafion. Betroth thee, 1 Will, / will, I will, 
faith God here: and fome think the Sacred Trinity is here (chough darkly, accor¬ 
ding to the manner of thofe times) brought in betrothing the Church in this trina 
repetitio. And mark, that he doth not fay, I will be reconciled unto thee and re¬ 
ceive thee again after thy foul-playes with me, ( for Keconcthationes fere Junt vul- 
pina amicitht inter homines. Men are l'eldom reconciled heartily ) buc I will efpoufe 
thee , marry thee unto me, and that for ever. I will null the Bill of divorce, love you 
no iefle then if you had continued true to me, or were now a pure Virgin, guts 
hanc Dci bonitatem digne collaudct ? faith Druftus. Who can fufficiently fet forth 
this goodneffe of God ? When God once pardoneth fin, he will remember it no 
more; he will not come with back-reckonings. Difcharges in juftificacion are ne- 
1 ver repealed or called in again. Peccata non redcunt is a true axiom: and it is no 
lefietrue, chat peccata non minuunt juftificationem. God can pardon fins of all fi“ 
zes; and affoon difperfe the thick cloud, as the cloud, E fay 44 - 22 > See the match- 
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lefsnefle of his mercy to a repenting adulterefle, fer. 3.5. What greater love can 
he (hew to her, then to marry her again, and rejoyce over her as a bridegroom 
rejoyceth over his bride, Efay 62.5. Yea to reft in his love, and to joy over her 
with finging, Zeph. 3.17. and to do this for ever, ( as it is here promifed ) fo that 
there fhall be no more breach'of conjugal! love and communion for ever betwixt 
them. Ama amorem Mitts. Oh love this love of liis , faith Bernard , and reci¬ 
procate. And as the wife will keep her bed onely for her husband ( faith Mr. Brad- 
Alls & Mon. ford Martyr ) although in other things fheis content to have fellowfhip with others; 
f«l. 1503. as co fpeak, fit, eat,drink, go, &c. fo our confciences (which are thrifts wives ) muft 
needs keep the bed, that is, Gods fweet promifes, alonely for out felves and our huf- 
band; there to meet together, to embrace, and laugh together, and to he joyriill 
together: If fin, the law, the devil, or any thing would o-eep into the bed, and 
lie there, then complain to thine husband Clnift, and forthwith thOu Illicit fee 
him play Phineas part. And again, if Satan fhould fummon ns, laith he, to anfwer 
for our finnes, or debts, in that the wife is no futable perfon, but the husband, we 
may well bid him enter his aftion againft our husband Chrift, ard he will make 
him a l'ufficient anfwer. Thus Mr. Bradford in a certain letter of his unto a 
friend. 

In righteoufneJfe and in judgement, in loving kindneffe, r~c. J Thefe arc the 
gemsof that ring that Chrift beftoweth upon his Spoufe, faith i -erccr. Thefe are 
tliofe xiWA/ct, or love-tokens, that Chrift the bridegroom givuh to his l’ri'> the 
Church, faith Tamonius. Here he promifetli to performe t<• aid to wc-rk in 
her all tliofe officesand requifires due from married couples m that efiate the one 
to the other. God will both juftific her, by the imputatu - or Clirnrs rightcouf- 
neffe ; and fanctifieher by the fpiritof judgement, that is or f'unification. f fee 
John 16. 10, 11. Matth. 12.20. and the Note there ) And fcecaufc the left have 
their frailties, and although they be vefTels of honour, yet are rh *y but v.ntUn 
vejfcls, and have their flawes, their cracks, therefore it is added, J h-ve torched 
thee unto me in loving-kindneffe, and in mercies, q. d. Mv heart and ivaycs towards 
you (ball be full of gentlenefie and fweetnejffc, without morofity or LaiThncffe. 
My loving-kindneftefhallbe great. Nth. 9. 17. marvellous great, V’al. 31. it. 
Excellent, Pfal: 3 6. 7. Everiafting, Pfay 54.8. Merciful), PJal. 117.2. Multitudes 
Ffal.3S.5- of loving-kindnefte, Efay 63.7. as for my mercies,or bowels of companion towards 
you, they are incomprehenfible, as having all the dimenfions, E phef. 3.18. Thy 
mercy O God , reachttb unto the heavens , there’s the height of it : Great is thy mercy 
towards me, and thott haft delivered my foul from the loVeermofl hell , there is the 
Fftl.86.t3. depth of his mercy. T hacarth is fall of thy goodneffe, there is the breadth of it. 

All the ends of the earth have feenthy falvation , there is the length of it. O pray 
to fee that blefled fight, JLphef r. 18. and 3. 18. that beholding as in a glafie, this 
glory of the Lord, fhining bright in his Attributes, you may be transformed into 
aCor.3.i8. 'the fame image, from glory to glory : and as in water, face amwerethtof.ee, as 
lead anfwereth the mould, as tally anfwereth tally. Indenture .indenture, fo may 
we refemble and expreffe the Lord our Husband, in rightcGumefr-, holinelfe, loving- 
kindnefte, tender mercies, and faithfulncffe: that as the woman is the in-age and 
glory of the man, fo may we be of Chrift. Tor our encoiungement it... Jl: be re- 
membre-d, that the Covenant that Chrift maketh with us, is a double Or'enaur, to 
perfornie his part as well as ours, to make us fuch as he requires, us to be in all 
holy converfation and godlineffe: for which end alfowe have a duplies of bis 
Law written in our hearts, fer* 31.33. a law in our mind, anfwe slftero the law 
of his mouth, Rom. 7..23. Ina word, he graciously undertaketb ir.r I. 'fi p wis: 
therefore is the Covenant everiafting, and the fruits of it are furs men,: , ci.-m- 
paffions that fail not. In feedere novo nihil potejl incidere ejno mi’hs ft turn, 
ejuum non fit ei adjefta conditio, faith Mercer u pon this Text: that is, In the new 
Covenant there can nothing fall out whereby it Ihould not be everiafting, fith there 
f is no condition required on our part. That faith, or faithfulncffe, mentioned in 
the next verfe, God requireth not as a mutual reftipulation of our part. ( as works 
were in the old covenant) But here it is rather a declaration of his plcafurewhat 
he would have us to do, and whereto he will enable us. It is not a condition to en¬ 
danger the Covenant; but an aflurance, that he will give us ftrength to keep it. 

Vcrfc 20. 
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Verfe 20. / will even betroth thee unto me in fa it hfnlneftcjTremellltts , Drafius, and 
Tar nonius render it in fide in faith, and interpret it of de fide vera et falvifica of that 
true juftifying faith whereby we are united to Chrift: And for this they urge the 
next words 5 as an Expofition of thefe. And they fhall fhall know the Lord : alledging 
Lome other texts of Scripture wherein Living knowledge is put for juftifying faith, 
as Efay 5 3.1 r. J er.% 1.33. Job. 17.3. The Septuagint alfo render it hmyvum >• Now 
o-myvoaii in the New Teftament is oftufedforfavingand growing faith Tit.1.1. ' 
Col. 2.r.and 3 10. which indeed is thebond of the fpirituall marriage: and is it fdf 
, nothing elfe but a fiduciallaflent prefuppofingknowledge. Forman is arationall 
creature, faith a prudent thing, comprehending initfelf thefe three afts : 1 know¬ 
ledge in the underftanding. 2. Affent or rather Confcnt in the Will. 3. Truft or 
, confidence in the heart; certainty cf Adherence : if not of Evidence. The Papifts 
fallen faith in the will, as in the adequate fubjeft, that they may the mean while do 
what they will with the underftanding and the heart. To which purpofc they ex¬ 
clude all knowledge. & deteft Trtifi in Chrifts promifes,expunging the very name of 
it every whereby their Indices Expurgatorij. A blind belief as the Church belecves 
is as much as they require of their milled and mu/.zled Profelytes. Bellarmine faith 
, thatfaith may far better be defined by ignorance then by knowledge.Bnt how fhall 
men bcleevcon him of whom they have not heard?Let us leave to the Papifts,their 
implicit faith and their blind obedience: and cry after Chrift as that poor man did. 
Lord that mine eyes might he opened, and that I may k>‘oW the Lord ] yea grow in 
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord Jefus Chrift. Thefe things have 1 written 
unto you (faith Saint John to thole that were no Babyesot Zanycs in faith or know¬ 
ledge ) that bcleevc on the name of the Son of God thatyc may know that ye have eter¬ 
nal/ life, and that ye may ( yet more ) beleeve in the Son of God. David though he 
had proceeded further in the dilcovery of Divine truthes then thole before him, 
Fftl.119.99. yet he was ftill to feck of that which might be known ver. 96. Even 
as thofe great difeoverers of the new-found lands in America were wont to confefle 
, at their return,that there was ftill a P Ins-ultra more yet to be difeovered. 

Verf. 21. And it fijall come to paffe in that day J In that time of grace and recon¬ 
ciliation, fitly fet forth by the name of a day fn regard of 1 Revelation. 2 Adoma- 
tion. 3 Confolation. 4 DifHnttion. 5 Speedy "Preterition ; 

I will hear faith the Lord of Hofis ■ J that is„ [that have the command of 
both the upper and nether fpringsand forces. Sun,Moo 11,Stars, Ztc.Deut, 4.9. thofe 
ftorehoufes of Gods good trcaliire which he openeth to our profit Dent. 28.1 a. and 
thcrchencc makes a lcatter of riches upon the earth by their influence. I that flop 
and unftop thofe bottles of the skie the clouds which there hang and move,though 
waightie with their own burden : 1 that make the earth to bring forth.and bud, that 
it may give feed to the forcer, and meat 10 the eater , Efay 5 ? • * o .&c. 

I will hear the heavens 3 Heb. I Will anfwer ; that is I will fo hear as that I will 
anfwer: fo will not great ones lometimes : or if they do, yet the poor man fpeakes 
fapplications, bnt the rich anfwereth him roughly.^ Solyman 2 The grandSignior, 
when many thoufands of his poor Chriftian fubjefts, to be cafedof their heavie 
taxations fell down before him, and offered to turn Mahumetans, rejefted their con- 
verfion. and doubled their taxations.God hath here a great fort of tuppiiants. (The 
Poets tain, that Liu or Supplications are alwayes about Jupiter )the heaven, the 
earth, the corn, &c. and he hcarcth and fpcedeth them all. Never any humble 
< petitioner went lad out of his prefence : Never faid he to the houfe of Jfrael,Seek_ 
ye me in vain. The Heathen-idols may do fo,but He fcorns it. Are their any among the 
vanities of the Gentiles that can cattfe rain ? or can the heavensgive Jhowers ? Surely 
, they cannot, till God have heard and anlwered them. The genealogie of rain of 
corn and wine is here rclolved into Jehovah : and he promifetli to endow his beloved 
Spoufe with them as part (though the leaft part) of her joynture.^// arc yours for yon 
are Chrifts 1 Or.3.23. In marrying with the heir you have right to All.Herc is om¬ 
nium rcrum ttbertas ob Deifcmen Chriftum, laith Hier. plenty of all things for Chrifts 
fake, who where ever he comes,cometh with a Cornucopia a horn of falvation, bc- 
fides a largcflc of outward comforts. This was very neceflary doftrinc at all times to 
be taught in the Church,left preffed with miferies, men fliould faint in their minds. 
Chrift knowes we have need of thefe things alfo : and therefore not only bids us 
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pray,but promifcth to give us our daily bread by a concatenation of caufcs.by a lad¬ 
der of providences which the Heathens called Dtflihy, but the Saints call ic the bar- 
v raony cf the world ; agallant defeription whereof we have Ev ■.l.far different from 
the Stoikes Fate or the doftrinc ot Plato and Ariflotle and other of the worlds wi¬ 
zards concerning the divine provide nee, which they cicher denied or unbilled. 
and they frail hear the earth ] which being chapt and fcorchr feemeth to lollicite 
' fhowers and fattening influences by an elegant P rofopopasia, as if rhefe infenflbie crea¬ 
tures underfiood what they did: when men are once in covenant with God, all the 
creatures will be fcrviceable to them,yea greedy to do them good; they vvil even cry 

" h'erfe 22. And the earthfljall hear ] That is, fhall bear great (lore of corn, wine, 
and oil; new and frelh oil the word fignifies, newly expreft, clear and frimng, fuch 
Deut.28.14. as is called ^o/^e; 7 , Zech.4. Gods dear children fhall have the belt of the belt, 

Efay 55. Even the kidneyes of wheat , or whatfoever dainties the earth can af¬ 
ford them. They (hzUfuck. honey oat of the Rock, ; or, if it be but water, yet ic fhall 
be to them as fwcetas hony, becaule therein they taftcand lec the Lords gooduefle, 
and they have meat to eat that the world wots not of. 

and they frail hcarjczreeQ that is they fhall anfwer the pains and prayers of Gods 
people, who arc here called J e^rcel ftill (though the Sepruaginc. cad it Ifrael) not 
to upbraid them with their former wickednefs and calamities thereby p oa.rcd 
( which yet was the firft reafon of that name given them Ch.i.) bet rathe, to let 
forth the riches of his grace imparted to fuch a graceicfs people. And wiriialiro 
fhew that nothing could hinder them from partaking of thofe rcvenant-mcrcics, 
and that happy communion with God whereto they were now rr ftored. Tnis very 
> name of theirs ( once their fhamc fhould now turn to their glory. Of J t<,r>,-l icat- 
. tcred by God ( which is one fignification of the name ) they fhould become }e<.r,el 
’ a feed of God ( which is another) that they might comfort cbemfelves with the 
hope of Chrift the promifed feed, and know that their pollen cm fhould nr t .o de¬ 
generate into Gentility, but that many of them fhould embrace Chrift anfln.herite 
the promifts, as did Araunah the Jcbulite who became a famous Profelyrc Z.:ch.-jr/. 

( fee the Note there) and as Jtther thcJfmaclitc^ 1 Chmst.y.iy. ,va i. os i.-ith 
and religion called an 1 fraelite 2 Sam. 17.25. and as C>: ift cuiah h;mfe!f j Jit s of Na- 
soareth as a title of honour, which was once cad upon him as a reproach, 

Verfe 23. And I Will foiv her unto me in the earth ] Morin the .ir, as once, when 
they were fcatcered into the four winds of heaven . Su: in z-v earth . which tlie 
heavens fhould hear verfe 21. the inhabitants whereof /hunk, uc mmtipj jc! : and be¬ 
come as the fand of the fea which cannot be meafured, nor numbred, Ch.jp. z.to. 
See the Note there, and Jer. 31.27. Ezck. 36.37. The PrearL: : ng of the Goipdi, a 
l’fal.1:9.7. kind of fowing of feed, 1 Pet. 1.23. and this feeding is in the ..ifrb that they may be 
gathered into heaven, where the mower frail fill his hand and he that hi, .drib 
freaves hisbofom. And although Gods etc&Iic here fora time under check.is, yet 
at length they fhal fru£tific,and many fpring from them by whom the name of Chrift 
fhall be lb propagated. He frail fee his feed, he frail prolong his daycs > and the pica - 
Jure of the Lord jhall profper in his hand Efay 53.10. 

and J will have mercy upon her ] Her unhappy name Loruhamah fhall be done 
away, and the contrary come in place. Lo this is as it were the epilogue of the 
Sermon, and it is very comfortable. The Sun of righteoufnefs loves not to fet in a 
f cloud. Gracious is the Lord,and righteouslyea our God is mercifull . Be it that he is 
once righteously t he is both gracious and mercifull for i t. Pfal. 116.5. The Jewes, 
for their feventie years captivity in Babylon, had feven fcvcnties of yeers ( fet forth . 
by Daniels wceks)granted for the enjoying of their own county.Gods metric beer 
the fame proportion to his punifhments (when he hath to deal with his clei'i people) 
which feven a complete number, hath to an unity. This promife here made, the 
Apoftlc teftificch Rom.9.25. to be begun to be fulfilled in his time by the converfion 
of fome Jewes, and calling of fome Gentiles. The full accomplifhmcnt thereof we 
daily expeft and pray for. 

and I Will fay to them ] that is,I will make them fo: as when he laid to Lauras 
come forth of the grave, he brought him forth : together with his word there went 
forth a power. 

and they frail fay ] Dicere nflrum eft fides et obedient in noflra , faith Parens 

here 5 
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here; we fay thus when wc beieeveand obey. There flTall bereftored therefore 
between God and his people, a mod fweet harmony, and an intimate conjunction: 
fuch as he had before deferibed to be betwixt himfelf and all the fecond cautes,for his 
Churches fake ; And truly it is never will with us indeed, till the heavens anfwer 
the earth, till Chrift the Sun of righteoufnefs fo fhine into our hearts, that wc melt 
and comply as here, and as Zach.i 3,9. See the Note. 


CHAP. III. 

Verfe 1. *“] fHen faid the Lord unto me,Go yet, &c. ] This Yet is cmphaticall : and 
J. it is as if he hadfaid Go ever the fame iub/ea again in a fhorter dif- 
courfc: a nd lay before them the fame truthes,butin more lively colours, that the ob- 
ftinate may be left without e x cufe,and the penitent may not be left without comfort. 
Iterum abi. Go to them once more, and be inflam with them or ftand over them as 
Saint Paul faith. 2 2. and as Saint Paul doth, in crying down the Jewes con¬ 

ceit cf being fuftified by the works of the law, and in difgracing the fin of forni¬ 
cation fo common at Corinth.Chryfoflom at Antioch having preached fundry Sermons 
againft fweaiing, was at length asked when he would preach upon another {iibiect ? 
He anfwcred when you leave fwearingjle leave preaching againft fwcaring. Auflin 
would have a preacher fo long to purfue and prefle th* fame point, untdl by the 
f geftnreand countenance of the hearers he perceive thafhey underftand it and will 
praflife it. This is to whet the word of God upon pc* Jle ( as Mofes his phvafe is) 
by going oft over the fame thing, as the knife doth tfc whet-ftonc. A like type 
to rhe former is here firft propounded, fccondly expou nded, that at length it mi°ht 
fallen. A preacher muft not defift, though at firft he prevail not ( as fome from this 
lecond injunction colled, that this Prophet would have done ) but he muft turn 
himfelf into all fhapes and fafhions both of fpeech and offpiric to win people to 
God, with all long fufftring and doftriac, yTim.^.z. And this the Lord here 
teacheth Hojcato do by his own example of patience and tolerance, notably fee 
forth m this enfuing type. 3 

Love a woman beloved of her friend yet an adulterejfe ] This was an harder task 
then to take her chap. 1.2. in hope fhe would prove honeft. But now that Hie hath 
plaid the adultcrefie and fodeievved to be difeard^d, yet to love her, yea and that 
when fhe is habituated and hardened in her lewd praftifes (as the Hebrew word fig- 
nifieth ) Dnrus eft hieferm % who can bear it ? If none elfe can, yet God both can 
and will, as appearerh by this whole Parable wherein the Prophet is commanded to 
reprefen: God, as in the former type Chap. 1. and by loving that wife which he had 
taken before, though fhe had plaid falfe with him, to fhew what was the love of 
God toward I flracl. She forl'aketh me, faith He, who give her all the good fhe ei¬ 
ther hath or hopeth for, and followeth after thofe that put hot ties of wine to her 
moutb,lhe loves thofe flagons, &c. Ah finfull nation, a people laden with iniquity, 
&c. howbeic I will not relinquifh her,but will love her freely as if fhe had never oil 
fended me. O matchlefs mercy. O concio plena confolationis ! O raoft comfortable 
Sermon. God fo loved the tvorld,the Mmdus immundusydeatht gave his onely be- 
gotten Son,&c. This was a Sic withouta Sicut } there being nothing in nature that can 
pofiibly parallel it. See Rom. 5.8. God loveth Apoftates, idolaters, adulterers, yet 
not as fuch, but as he intendeth and refpetteth their converfion to himfelf: which 
nothing will fooner efteft then the fenfe of fuch an undeferved love. I am not igno¬ 
rant that another fenfe is fet upon thefe woids,as thus; Go yet love a woman not 
married ,as yet but efpoufed unto thee, who may hereafter be thy wife; but is for 
her adultery rejc&ed for a long feafon : fo God loved the Ifraelites as an adulterous 
ipoufe: and therefore for a long while negleftcd, but yet at length to be taken by 
him to wife, according to Chap.z. 15.19. 

Beloved of her friend ^ fc. of fome paramour,as fcr.^.i. thou haft played the 
harlot, with many lovers. Thefe the Greeks called fellow-friends, the 

whore was called i-mpa.’ fothey flattered their own vices putting gilded names on 
t em, as our blades name drunkennefs good-fellowfhip, harlots fhc-finners, &c. 

1 u ^ e P tua §^ nt . rcn ^ cr it a woman that loveth naughty things or naughty packs. But I 
luce the former interpretatiou better; and it is agreeable to the Chaldee Paraphraft. 
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jyho loo/fi to other gods~J\ Look and Iuft, ut vuh ! uc fuij ! the mind lodgcth 
in the eye and looked* out at that window of witkednefle. If 1 beheld the Sunne 
when it Ihined, or the Moon walking in brighenefle : And my heart hath been fe- 
cvctiv enticed : or my mouth hath kilted my hand, Job ailttdedi to the pra- 
ftilc of thole old Idolaters, which was to kifle their Idols, if they could reach 
them as 1 Kin*. iy. iS. (Cicero te Is of the image of Hercules, cujus wentum 
ofcults adorantittm attrition fvitx and the Papifts fo kifle their piftures, that hard 
Marble is worn with it, faith Sir Edwin Sands, an eye-witnefle: ) hut when they 
could not come at the Idol to kifle it, they looked up and kjJJed their hand, in to¬ 
ken of homa ne: and this was called adoration. This looking to other gods, im¬ 
ports a turning toward them. Sc Dent. 31.18,20. a loving them, a longing af¬ 
ter them, and an expectation of fume good from them. No wonder therefore that 
fuch whorifh hankerings and honings were offenfive to the jealous and juft God : 
but the kntmeth no Jbame, Zcph. 3 - 5 - men are forbidden io much as to lift 

up their eyes to their Idols, 23 • - 7 - And 1 lilr l! P minc c > es unto the 

hills { faith David , as fome read that Tcxt)as if from thence came my help ? sib fit. 
Chrifts Spoufc hath a Doves chajl eye: and he would have her like that Perjiau 
Lady, who being at Cyrus his Wedding,and asked,how Ihc liked the Bride-groom ? 
How*? faith fhe, J know not. 1 Jaw no body there but my husband. 

and love flagons of Winc.f Luxury is the ordinary companion of Idolatry, as 
E xod. 32. 0. 1 Cor. 10. 7. &vcL 18. 13, 14- 0 monachivefiri ftcm.ichi, vrc. At 
Paris and Lovain, the befliitfinc is called Vinum Thiologicum, the Divinity-wine■: 
it is alio called 1 'inttm Cosfitf. caloris ,odoris, faporis , optimi. Thole Clergy-LocuUs 
lick up all: thole Abby-Iubte are good for nothing but to dev our gram, likevcr- 
niinc : thofc Wine-bibbers and {lefts-mongers ( as Salomon calleth them) are no better 
then the execrcmcnts of humane fociety, gvhdim, belly-gods, and nt fervants ot 
thole dungy-gods, as idols are called. Hub. 2. iS. with 4 - ' 7 > And a 

fcavenger whofe living is to empty privies, is far to be preferred before luch an one, 
as looking toother gods, and making his gut his god lives but to 1 ill pnvics. 1 cl 
a flagon of wine, ora mcals-mcat, any god may foon have the hearts and icrvi- 
ces of luch as have ( Voliphemus-likc ) nofupream deity but their belly. 

Verfe 2. So Ibouoht her to mej God is to he obeyed, .though it go never fo 
much againft the heart, and the hair with us. V Gef. Mow God was a 
Heathen but an honeft precept. This he that would do, muft firft deny himlelf^ 
and fay with that Dutch Divine, Veniat, veniatverb am Dei , &:c. Let a word of 
command come forth from God, and we will lubnut thereto, though we had fix 
hundred lives to lofe, yea though we can fee no reaion for it- Indeed, m humane 
, Governments, where reafon is (hut out, there tyranny is thruft in. But v. here God 
' commanded!, there to ask a reafon is prefumption, to oppolc reafon, rc- 


I bought her tome for fifteen pieces of filver, 3 ) That is, fifteen fhckels, f\ fiyl- 
hngs, or thereabouts: no great price it was that he gave for her, whether for hire 
« or dowry: probably it was in order to marrying her, and in reference to that law, 
Deut. 21.11. lfrael was once a precious people, Gods peculiar treasure, luch as 
comprehended all his gettings. The Jews have a faying, that thofe feventy fouls 
that went down with Jacob into Egypt, were more worth then all the levcncy Na-» 
tions of the earth befide. But now behold, how cheap they arc grown ; they arc 
valued all of them at fifteen pieces of filver, a goodly price. ( Zach. 11.12. Vliatt. 
27. 9. ) If the tongue of the righteous be as choice filver, yet the heart of t ie 
wicked is little worth, Prov. 1 o. 20. I here, ( as in the Sea) is that Leviathan (the 
king of all the children of pride ) and there arc creeping things innumerable , craw¬ 
ling luffs, and lawlcfl'e pafiions; but for any thing of worth, it is not there to be 
had. Hence as at the laft deftru&ion of Jcrufalem , thirty Jews were fold for one 1 
penny, fo here the whole body of the Nation are bought and fold for a fniall ium. 
How Weal^is thine heart , (how light-cheap)faith the Lord God to this light-huiwirc, 
Ezck. 16.30. feeing thou doff all thefc things, the work. of an imperious Who/ifi woman ? God 
and his people reckon of men by their righteoufnefle: He looked down from hea¬ 
ven to fee who fought after God, &c. Pfki. 14- 3 - As for others, he regards them 
no more then men do droffe, draffe, chaffe, or fuch like retufe ftuffc, Vfal. 1 1 HP- 
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Vfal. 1. 3. &c. whatever great thoughts they take up of themfelves, and how ever 
the world rate them. Antiochus Epiphanes , that great king of Syria , is called a 
vile perfon , Dan. 11.21. And, the adverfarj is this wicked Human, faith E (then 
that was his true title, which lie perhaps never heard till now. 

And an homer of baricJ, and an half homer of barley. 3 God buyes not this 
people (though for never fo little) to ftarve them, but alloweth them alimony, 
though not fo fine a food : barley and not wheat. See Revel. 6. 5. prifoners pit¬ 
tance, courfe fare, fuch as flaves and beafts are fed with; as fhe had been like horfe 
and mule, Vfal. 3 2. and lefT fhe fhould wax fat and kick, fhe is held to ftrait allow¬ 
ance. Whereby isfignified the mean and low condition that the ten Tribes ( and 
afterwards all the Jews ) fhould be in, till Chrift came to marry them to himfelfe. 
firft, they fhould be valued but ac half the price of a Have. Secondly, they fhould 
be courfly fed, as beafts, with barley, or perhaps, not fo well as the Jews beafts: for 
among them, the mouth of the Ox treading out their corn, might not be muzled. 

But the Heathens were wont toputanEngin about their fervants necks, and it This engin 
reached down to their hands, that they might not fo much as lick of the wheat- 
meal, when they were fifting it. Now they were fcattered among the Heathen, ‘ 7rew<71M ' 7r * 
and fold to the Nations for nought, Pfitl. 44. 11,12. They that were wont to feed 
delicately, were defolate in the ftreets: they that were brought up in fcarlet, em¬ 
braced dunghils, Lam. 4. 5. their flagons of wine were turned into tankards of 
water, and their bellaria , or junkets ( fo the Septuagint render it, and not flagons) 
into brown-bread, horfe-bread; thatfo thofe whom pride, fulnefleof bread, and Ezek.16.4?. 
abundance of idleneflc had undone, hardfhip and penury might reduce to duty. 

God would feem for a time to have forgotten them, that they might at length re¬ 
member themfelves : he loves to thaftifemens infolency with indigency, as he did 
Hagarsy Gen. 21.15. and the Prodigals, Luke 15. who for his iwinifh life, was 
brought to fwines-meat, and thereby brought home to his father. It is the way of 
God to humble thofe he intendeth good unto, to prepare them for mercy by cut¬ 
ting them Ihort of thefe outward comforts. Though this be here a threatning, yet 
there is a promife in it, verfe 3. that God will take off the fmarting plaifter, fo foon 
as it hath eaten out the proud flefh. It is in very faithfulnefle that heaiflideth his 
people, becaulc he will be true to their fouls, and fave them. And hence it is that 
he fo diets them, and keeps them fhort, that he may do them good in the latter 
end, that he may change their bricks ( made in their bondage )ineo Sapbircs, and 
Agates * SeeEA-o^. 24.10. with Ifai. 54 11. 

Verfe 3. Thou flj alt abide forme many day cs,~\ Even till the laft dayes, verfe 
or laft year, as Ez.ek.icl hath it, chap. 38. 8. Thus they have abode, or fat (as a 
defolate widow, fo the Hebrew hath it) 700. years before Chrift, and above 1600. 
years fmee in a mod forlorn condition; crying out in their daily prayers to God, 

Veniat regnum trum, bimhtrah, bejamenu , Let thy kingdom come fpeedily, even in 
our dayes. And again, Edifica tcmplum tuum, adijica, adifica , cito, cito,citb ; 

Lord build, build, build thy Temple quickly, quickly, quickly. But Gods time is 
not yet come ; for they are not yet throughly humbled. Were they but ripe, be is 
ready : when help is feafonable, his fingers itch ( laith One) to be doing, as the 
mothers breaft akes, when it is time the childe had fuck, Exod. 12.40,41. At mid¬ 
night were the firft-born fiain, and lfrael fent away,bccaufe then exadly the 400. 
or 430. years of their captivity in Bgjpt were expired. So Dan.5.10. In that night 
was Bel(ba*.zar Jlain : becaufe then exaftly the feventy ycais were ended. God 
promifeth to take this Church again to wife, but having found her formerly fo fickle 
and faithleffe, he would for a long time trie her,and keep her unmarried as a proba¬ 
tioner : he would lay her ( as we do filthy garments ) a foaking, and a frofting, 
for many hundred years, to try them, and to purge , and to make white, even to the 
time of the end , becaufe it is yet fora time appointed , Dan: 11. 35. And to pre¬ 
fume to preferibe to him in this cafe, is to fet the Sun by our Dial. As he never 
fails his in his own time, fo he feldome comes at ours. Here then our ftrength is, 
to fit ftili, E/47 30. 7. and not to flart up, and fay as that impatient Prince did, 2King$$.30, 
What fhould I wait for the Lord any longer ? Shall Chrift lofe his right in his wife, 1 
becaufe he takes her not by the day fet down in our Calender ? Poilibty the Calen¬ 
der of heaven hath a poft-date to ours. Sure it is, that we are apt to antedate the 
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promifes in regard of the accompl.fi,mem : as thofe ] cr . 8. ao7that lookedftTr 
help thaefurama.acted, eft, but were deceived. Seethe difeafeand the remedv 
put together Hai. a. 3. and learn to wait. God will furely bring u toitTfwe 
belong to h m: and thereby mure us both to patience and continence as here 

thou Pal, 7,0, flay the harlot chtj thou (halt not haften after am,her God and fo 
multiply Jorrmes upon thy felf Vfal. 16. 4. as he that hath broke prifon gets but 
more irons to be laid upon lnm and a drifter watch, vfal. 44 . J the Church 
though lore ,n,he plate of dramas, aad covered *i,h ,hefl,adol ofjJlbZ c 

fl, efretched no, out her hand, ,0 afirange God. She knew that was not the wavto 
7 Is it becaufe there is no God in Ifrael, that thou gaddeftto 

Ifiy.ao. is. the God ot Ekion. 21»(. 1. Should not a people feek unto their God > lromthe 
living to the dead ? Should they feek to flip outataback-dore aXo beb Sem! 
helves by forty (hilts, orfinifterpraftifes. Jsthat ever like to do well 1 or wfll noc 
fuch be miferabie even by their own eledhon, Ion. z. 8. Wherefore if God defer 

Efay. JO. 18 t0 ' C ? 7 s ' c doc 1 uf “ al W . l,old °“t faith and patience. Wait upon him who even 
t y. jo.18. waits to be gracious, forh el saGod of foment and well knoweth how and when 
to deale fortl, his favours: C, to data cl,o vilefcant. Manna being LlZconiebl, 
was as lightly fet by. He therefore fufpends us, that I«t may commend liis merciw 
tons: and when he comes with them, be the better welcome, "he LS he 

■“ iR szs? 

and I will love him and Will manifcfr my felf unto him , and We will come unto him 
and make oar abode With him. Toll. 14., -> t ->? T will imth™ rc * 

bofome out of all nations) that ale forrotfall'flr tlefokmLfemilyZhlarlXhJ 

hiw in their baniflimenc that flay for him till 

Jhe n pc/!xF°tf' F °' rt have none eifowhere! ‘°T ^fclcnMcZZ 

JhfaLm watu^h!^ 

* «• i£ 

Th^tfib 

full confufed eftate, both for State and Chun h ’1 ^ fr” e f^ c > ina wo * ' 

felvesby their idoketupatol r„d“: them- 

and in the bou/c of God (fo Dan and Bethel HamA, \ n ’// 1 °f 

and theplace Bethea 

iiSSirSfis 

tHrkf m cuftome they have now in Turky at the death of^he Gr^!d signer ^ I A • Tbe f bke 
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much lefsof fuch an one as God had preferibed, meant by facnficcs and Ephod. 

Prospers conceit was that thispeople were called Judai becaufe they received jus Dei ,, 
their law from Gods mouth. And fofephus calleth their common wealth a Theo- . 
cratie, or God-government. They received their order both for Church and 
common-wealth from heaven : which no other people ever did in the lame man¬ 
ner; and might truly take up that of the Prophet Efay; The Lord is oar Judge , Efay. 33. 22; 
the Lord is our law-giver, the Lord is our King, he WiU five us. But man being 
in honour is without undemanding &c. Jcfljumn waxed fat and kicked : then he 
forfook God which made him, and facrificed unto devils, not to God, to Gods 
whom they knew not, to new Gods, chat came newly up &c. When Ephraim fpake Deut.32. if. 
and fpake right there was trembling and none durft budge again!! bin]: but when he 1 
of ended in Waal, he died : chen every paltry adverlary trampled upon him as a Hof. 13 .1. 
dead man, then every fcurrilous Poet could infult over him and cry, Credatjudatts . 
Apclla Non ego : then every common furk could by way of execration fay, fudxus £* ch * 3 f ? 
fm fi falia, and in detection of a thing: / would I might die a JeW then, a difper- Htf. Georg.' 
fed and defpifed people they are 'none more) under the cope of heaven ; partly for 37 °. 
their former Idolatry, but principally for their rejeding of Chrift crucified: whom 
they cannot but in their confidences know to be the Shiloh that fhould come, 11 th 
thefeepteris fo longe fince departed from Judah, and a Law-giver from between 
his feet Gen. 49. 10. I hat for their fins which are many flay the Talmudifts) he 
yet hides himfelfin the cavern's and fecret places of the earth, is a Am¬ 

ple pretence, or rather afubtlety of Satan, to hold them ftillin blindnelTe, till God 
unfeale their eyes : till when things that are never fo clere will not be beleeved. 

Verfe 5. Afterward fall the children of ifrael return] They (hall come out of 
the furnace more refined then ever, lly this pjall the iniquity of Jacob be purged : 
and this is all the fruit to take aWay her frn : when he mafeth all the ftones of the Altar Efay< ^ 
as chalkffronts that are beaten in funder : the groves and images pjall not frand up. 

Then indeed hath Jacob the right fruit of his fufferings, when he makes all the ftones 
of the Alter, as chalk-ftones, crumbling them to crattle: when he puls down the 
groves and images, thofe Balaams-biocks that lay in his way to God, and now re¬ 
vives to return, 

and feek. the Lord from whom they had deeply revolted to feek his face and fa¬ 
vour, to feek his ordinances & true worlhip, & laftly, to feek to know & do what is 
well-pleafing in his fight. Their hearts pjall rejoyce that thusfeekjhe Lord ; & thefe 
are true converts indeed,thefe are thofe fekers Pfrtl. 24. 6. yea this is jacobus there) 

Jfraelites indeed, fuch as cannot be (whereever they are caft) without God in the 
world, without Chrift,who is here calledD.tW by a Patronymicki (as alfo elfe where) Jer. 30. 9. 
no without allufion to the Apoftafy of the ten tribes from the houfe of David, & fo 24. 

from the true God; which nowalfo they fhall bewail as the root of their fin & mine. 1 8 * ,2 ‘ ■ 

and David their King] Call'd by Daniel Mefiah the Prince , and by Peter, Chrifr' Dan> , 
the Lord. See Luk. 1. 32. Some think he is here called the goodnefe of God. Aft. 3. 

They pjall fear the Lord and his goodnefe] which alfo is his glory, Exod. 33.19 Pavebunt ^ 
The Hebrew is, they fhaWfeare to the Lord, trepidabnnt that is, trembling they Domimm. 
fhall make haft to him (as frighted doves do to their columbaries, See Hof it. 11.) 
they fhall kjfs the Son, withakifs of homage: and withreverentiall fearefubmit 
to his kingdome. 

CHAP. IV. 

Verfe i. Heare the word of the Lord] This is the beginning of a new Sermon, or 
judiciall aft of God againft the ten tribes, which are here convented, convinced, 
fentcnccd. It begins with an Oycs , like thatof St. P<i»/. Act. 1$. 1 6. Men of 
Ifrael and ye thatfeare God (if any fuch be in fo generall a defedtion ) give audience. 

Yc have heard Gods mind before parabolically delivered and in types: now heare 

it in plainc tearmes, that you may fee and underfund and be converted and I may Heb. 12, 35. 

hcaleyou. Heare and your fouls fhall five. Heare him that fpeaketh from heaven, 

even that excellent fpeakcr, asheiscalld Dan. 10. that Arch-prophet whom ye 

are bound to heare Dcut. 18. 18. Mat. 17. 5 * upon paine of death Hcb. 12. 25* 
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the Lord Chrift I mean who fpeaketh with Authority and is mi Any in Wffliond 
(iecd. He it was whom Ifaiah law upon his throne, and heard 1 pc akin- hh i- \r 
And icts a Rule in Divinity , that where the oldTcihment briogeth in'liod aticar- 
i. ' “j? and Ipeaking to the Patiiauhes, Prophets and people, it is to be underfloor! 
ot thelccondperfon. Hear therefere and give wr, be m>t proud for ti c Lord hub 
Jpokrtut The Lion hath roared, who will not fear ? The oord God hath ipoken 
who can but hear and fear, humble and tremble? 5 

yc children of lfrael~J But oh how altogether unlike your father-? Even as tin- 
27. »KC, as )chc.it:hrn (tint degenerate plant) was to his father jof/.ih that plant of n - 
* 0 • HlS } K *: z when he heard the law, 2 Cbron. U but }ehoLchim cut it 

w.th a penknife and call into the fire >.35.23. Thefc were 1 \JracU children, and 
named tar hotfief Jacob, as thofe in Micahchap.t. y.buc an empty tide yeclds but an 
i empty comfort at laft. Is the Ipiric of the Lord ftraitened ? (faith the Prophet there:) 
were thefe J atws doings ? Do not my wordsdo good to him that walketh upright- 
y ? were you ifraclncs indeed, I fliould not thus loie my fwcet words upon y ou ; 
but you would incline your cars and come unto me, hear as for life it ft If : clbecially 
" fin ™ J. a, P fc ™. un 5 ° y° a ( as once Ah: ) ah was to Jeroboams wife j with heavy ‘tiding 
with Inch a Citation or procefie from heaven as may well be unto yen as Samuels 

J r C R a ? C , W / S V V hh ; [ 1,a 1 c . m l adc both h * s ears to tingle 3 or as the hund writing wes- 
to '&.iltbnjar J that made Ins knees knock together. 

. ^f r the Lord ha<ha controvcrfie with the inhabitants of the L-ndl The former 
title (childi cn of Ifrael was too good) for them : they had difgraced their fathers 
family and were therefore (Reuben-Mkt ) fallen from their dignity. They (hall 
henceforth be called the inhabitants of the Land, as the wicl-d are called 
Revelation 12 is. in oppofition to the heavens and thofe that dwell tfurun, the 
burgefiesof the new ' Jcmfdlem : Abraham had feed of two forts iomc were 
as the dun: of the earth Gen. 13.16. others as the Stars of heaven Gcv i-s *nd 
\ f^L^n aCiXh r T a u arC ° f X"*-9-6. MM Motes ct pauci facer dotes 

her ^ are T ,y Mihiiters ’ and y ctb ' :: fc -™ : many j” name, bur 
few indeed: workmen that need notbeaihamed j Nomen inane, crimen immane. It 
, was cold[comfort to Dives in flames, that Abraham called him .V.™ . or ~ to ~]ndas. 

' «.mfi rift l a ! Ied hl ? * rn ?t \ 6r to tbcfc ‘bilious Jcwcs, that God i. .metin.es 
called them his people, 3nd had rooted out the cur fed Cnnannites to male- room 
them when as they lived in Gods good Land, bur not by Gods r'.od i awA. ' or 
• which caufe the Lord hath here a contravene with them, a fuiir.t LW- aodbeiiw 
himfclf both plaintiffc and Judge, he is Lire to calf them j vea rocaft them onto! 
that good Land as evils tenants, that Ihould hold no |. mger :'for wrfx. he cfveat' 2 - 
neth to plead againft them non verbis fed vcrberibtis with V and wiih blood 

r i ,2 t c 'I™}** 38 Wo to him that Jhvvah with h*s 

h u £- m forh 1 1 - t advc , rf f. v ac Uxv ; *uc!i a one is lure to be undone uu- 
in th « way with him, and before 
he be brought to thc.tnlxinall, Lor even our Goi is a conf liming fire, Heb. 12.20. his 

r lb t u" a L a n° p ° firC5 h u P i Cadin § with finners ^flames of fire ,2 Theft . 

kke of fire Gh W( - )r s bcb - v 1 Cor - 3 ** 3 - the place of punishment a 
that with a nver of bnmftorm,>;. 3 o. 33 . Opr-ay therforeand prevent, 

With us: tor if fo, no man living Avail be jvftified 
t r & ,V,u di P COple " ia y baVC atld ^ be fure to have the devil an Avcrfary 
l It' 7 ai " il tbe ' n 5 as Saint Peters word fignifics I Prr.5.8. The accuGr of the 
brethren he is called, which accufeth them before God day and ni«Sl"t2 12. 
Bui iii.n they may rtfiftftcdfafhnthefaith, aud recovercoft and chej.. s of him a: 

^ ay ii^ f °f tl 7 , havc Chrifi r to;a P pcar for: Ihcm in hearar, /,W. Zz- 4. n'ahw- 
1 .H- 2 - 2 -'"nonfuicall thedevihaccufttions. The Sniritalic< as a 
J c/i ttis or Advocate ) maketh rcqueA for them to God hr their hrnrr' and heln- 
tth them, to make Apologies for themfelvcs 2 Cor. 7.11. Again, if a man fir m 

c Zh r r f ld tak = “P cl J c c ?ntrovcrfic and put an end to the qmrrell. B«t if .< 

? who dare be h^ nr-es- 

for burb 7 r,fm,inoV 0f T T ^ 7 ' P ” Ct ' : no ’'econciliation ran be here hoped 
for, bur by runningfrom God as a Judge,to God as n Father in Clirid. Let men 

there- 
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therefore be wrought upon by the reprehcnlions of Gods faithfull Miniftcrs, by 
whom he appealcth and impeachcth them. If they Rand out as the old world did 
againft that Preacher ot rightcoufnefs, by whom he went and p cached to thofe fpi- 
ritsnow in priloii,(bccaufc they would not take up the matter in dme.buc fnt H red 
and fooled away their own falvation ) he will break off his patience and lay as Gen.6. 

3. Aiy fpirit fljull riot .tl\\\iyci firioe with thefe men Jor that they alfo are flcjl, arc. and 

are therefore the worfe, bccaufe they ought to be better: therefore they liiall tare hl *° dcter ’»- 

theworle, becaule they would be no better. I have hewed them by my Prophets, 

Hof 6.5 .but can make no good work of them.Like ill timber,they fall to fp!inters: deblbatL 
and like ill ftones,they crumble all tto crattlc : They are therefore fitter for the high¬ 
way & chimney corner,then for my building.My fpirit (hall therefore flrive no more 
with thcle pervade pcrlon*, cither by preaching, difputing, convincing, &c. in the 
mouthof my minifters; or in their own minds and conlcicnccs by inward checks 
and motions which theyrojaft, refuting to be reformed, hating to be healed. I will 
rake away my fpirit,and fiicnce my Prophets ( as he doth verfe 4. of this chapter ) 
and refolvc upon their utter ruine : fith there is no good to be done upon them. Sec 
Terf 1 7. of this chapter, with the Note there. Cnrrat ergo poenitentiayic praenrrat 
ftntcntidyCrc. 

Becaufc there is no truth , nor mercy , nor knowledge of God in the Land J Lo 
here the charge : and knowing the judgement of God you muft needs fay that thofe that 
commit f nth things arc worthy of i.eath. Rom. 1.7,1. For if the word Jpollen by Angels 
(the law given by Angels in the hand of Alofts a Mtdiatour ) Were jledfafl : and 
every tranfgrcjpon and difobedience (that is every commi/fon and omiffion ) received 
a/Mp recompense of reward , Heb.2.2. h^fegtould thefe mifcrcanrs clcape, that bad 
left off to do good: and for evil,they di4|^th both hands earneftly ; For the fccond 
table of the Law, it is articled againft them, (for matter of omiffion or de¬ 
left ) that there was neither truth nor mercy in the land : And for the firft table, that 
there was no found knowltdge of Gcd there j and confctjuently, no care of God, ei¬ 
ther inward or outward worfliip: for there can be neither faith, nor repentance, nor 
due obedience ycclded to an unknown God. A Samaritane fervice there may be ( ye Joh 4.22,. 
vrorfbip ye know not what )but not a rationall fervice,12.1. fuch as whereof a man 
can render a reafon.Now God will not have a blind facrifice, Alai. 1.8. 1 Chr. 28.9. 

It is nothing worth that men are vertuous, unleflc they joyn to their vertuc know¬ 
ledge. 2 Pet. 1.5. nor that they offer facrifice, if they bring the facrifice of fools^ 

Eccicf$. 1. Thofe muft needs be abominable and difobedient that are to every good 

worfl reprobate , injudicious as the word fignifics Tit. 1 .1 r . and what marvell though 

men be alienated from the life of God ( or a godly 1 ife ) through the ignorance that is in 

them ? £>4.18. But let us take the words in order. There is no trttthMaxc God 

declareth againft them, ( as Lawyers do againft offendors in courts ) and not for 

trifles,but firft for want of truth or trttjlinejfe in word and deed: without which 

humane fbciety is but funic ulus ex arena a rope of fand,or arena fine calce fana with- 1 ' 

out lime, it cannot hold together. It was an old complaint of the Prophets, that 

Truth was fallen rathe fireetSy and faithfulneffe failed from among the children of F.fky $9.14. 

men. When J r arus was flain, Augttjhts grieved cxceflively ; and that bccaufe non Pfal.12.1. 

eQet a quo verum audint, he had none about him that would tell him the truth of 

things, and deal plainly with him. Alu.ltis annis jam tranfattis, nulla fides eft in 

paElis ? &c. Jeremy bewailes it in his treacherous country men, that they bent their 

tongues like their boWes for lies -y but they were not valiant for the truth on the earthy 

>.9.3.they were mendaciorum loquaciffimi(y& Tcrtullian phrafeth it)lond and leud 

liars, and (as Lgcfippus faith of Pilat ) they were viri nequam ct parvi facientes 

mendacium,naughty men, and fuch as made nothing of a lie. But Gods people arc 

Laid to be children that will not lie Lfay 6 3. they are ipixetM^He lovers of truth, which 

was the title of honour given to Arrianus the Greek hiftorian : when as of all o- 

thcr hiftorians Vopifctts teftificth, that there is none qtsi non aliquid eft mentitus that j 

taketh not the libertic to lie more or leflc. And for flipperineffe in eontrafts 

and covenants, nothing is more common amongft men; its counted a pcccadello. 

But the God of truth, the faithfull and true witnefs, as Chrift is called, 
counteth it not fo. See Ezekiel 17. 15. &c. 1 Tim. 4. 2. and iTimothy 3.3. 

There are that take truth here for juftice; according toZech$. 16.and fo it fuites 
well with that which folJowcth. Nor mercy J Thefe two arc fee together Alic. 6.8. 
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( to Jo jvflly , and to love mercy ) as the fummc of the fecond Table. Mouth- 
Jam. 2,i 5-i < 5 . mercy there was enough, fuch as was chat in St. lames his dayes. But there is not 
any one that taktth Zion by the hand, Elay 51.18. that draWetb out his foul to the 
hungry , and dealeth his bread to fuch, Efay 5S. 7,1.0. Sodom had fulneffe of bread, 
but would part with none toftrengthen the hands of the poor and needy, E^. 
16. 49. Therefore {he had judgement without mercy, that had {hewed no mercy, 
Eiay23.18. lames 2. 13. Whereas Tyrus when once {he left heaping, and hoarding and 
brought forth her rcerchandife for them that dwell before the Lord to eat Jufjid- 
ently , and for durable clothing, is renowned and reckoned among thole that came 
toChrift with their defir able things, as fome read that Text, Hag. 2. 7. Colligent 
omnes juos theuros ( fo Calvin readeth it) they {hall come with ftrong affections 
with large contributions, as thofe primitive Saints did, Alls 4. 34. The fame He¬ 
brew word Ch*fid,f \ignifieth both Saint and Mtrcifull • and it comes of Chefcd 
the word here rendred mercy , or bounty. The tender mercies of the Almighty {hed 
forth abundantly upon fuch, leave a compafllonate frame upon their hearts, as in 
the Gaoler, Alls 16. Their thoughts fteeped in the mercies they have received are 
dyed of the fame colour as cloth is in the dye-fat. Col. 3.1 2. This Text, afee’r no 
mercy , fitly addes, 

nor knowledge of God in the land. ^ Heb. And no knowledge of God : or became 
there is no knowledge of God in the land . Did men but know God favingiy, had they 
j but caftcd an <* teen how good the Lord is, they would not be fo hide-bound and 
ftrait-handed to their poor brethren : but ready to difiribute, willing to emmmi- 
\ fm a . » C<tte ' TIlCy arC tIie dark ~ ? UceS °f the earth ’ thaC are /" // °f the habitations of cruelty 
1 * ff* 1 - 74 20. Butin the kingdome o&fihdfi they Jball not hurt, nor defray in all 

my holy mountain , faith the Lord : ^pyhy ? For the earth fballbe f nil of the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover the fea , Efay 11.9. St. Paul thanks his 
ignorance for his perfections, and blafphemy, 1 Tim. 1.13. and refoives the finne 
of thofe Kili-Chrifts into their not knowing of him, 1 Cor. 2. 8. Surely as toads 
1 ? nd ferpents grow in dark and dirty fellars: So doth all fin and wickedneffe in an 
ignorant and blmdefoul. Hence, in this Text, after no knowledge of God in the 
land, foJlowcrh that black bed-roll of abominations in the next verfe. By {wearing 
and lying and killing, and ftealing, &c. As blinde t A!e-houfes are finks and fourcel 
of all villany -. fo are blind hearts. 

In the land ] Though it were a land of light, a very Goftien in comparifon 
S of the reft of the world : Though in Judah was God known, and his name great in 
, Ifrael, Pfal$6.1 Men may remain groffely ignorant amid ft a multitude of means: 
and*» 4 land of righteoufnefte deal unjuft ly , and why? they will not behold the 
Majefty of the Lord, E fay 26.10. & verfe 1. They will not fee. They are willingly 
2 Per.2. , ignorant, faith St* Peter : Ut Liberius peccext libenter ignorantfaith Bernard. They 

Joh. 3. hate the light, faith our Saviour; It is unto them as the fbadow of death,faith fob Hence 

job 24.17. they {hut the wmdowes,left it {hould {hine upon them: or if it do,they rebel againft 

• it, rufli againft it, as Bats do againfi torches in the night. That light they have by 
nature, or ocherwife (as a Prophet from God ) they detain and imprifon in unrigh- 
teoufnelfe, Rom. 1. 18. Their knowledge of God, if any, is onely apprchenftve 
and not affeatve, cognofcitiva , non vita direttiva , illightning, not transforming 
into the fame image, fo as to make them children of light: Jc is notionall know¬ 
ledge, not experimental! and prafticall. Hence, fueh outrages in their lives fuch 
errours and enormities: For, 5 

.. Ver fll' B 7 f” ea ™g> a ” d l JTing,and killing,and flea ling ^ Hc b. To [wear,and 
l*,*nd kill, and fteal, and commit adultery : To do all this is held, licitum & folenne, 
lawfoll, or at leaft pardonable. It is grown to a common praftife: and cuftome of 
, finning hath taken away fenfe of fin. 

By [Wearing, “J Heb by curfing, or [Wearing with an execration and curfinq 
which was commonly added to an Oath, to confirm it the more. Dent. 29.12 21. 
Nehem. 1©. 29. And indeed, in every lawfhll oath, God is called to wicneffe, to 
bJeffeus, if wefwearnght andtocurfeus, if otherwife. Such an oath is^Tpeciall 
part of Gods worflnp, and is oft put for the whole : as here, falfe arid frivolous 
oaths are put for the violation of the whole firfi Tabic, and fee in oppoficion to the 
knowledge of God in the Land : like as lying is oppofed to truth - and kilhng, 

ftealing , 
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Healing, whoring , to mercy, or kjndneffe : Before, God had complained of their 
defeds, or omifiions: here of their commiffions and flagitious pra&ifes. Swearers 
( but eipecially falfe-fwearers) are tray tours to the State, as appeareth here, and 
fir. 23.10. they bring a cjurfe, nay a largeroul of curfes ( ten yards long, and five 
yards broad) upon their hearts, and Zach. 5.2. and {hall one day howl in hell. The 
fame word that is here rendred /Wearing, fignifiech alfo to howl , Joel 1.8. Go to 
now therefore ye fwearers, weep and howl lor your miferies that {hall come upon 
you, lames 5.1,—12. Weep here, where there be wiping handkerchiefs in the hand 
of Chrift: better do fo, then yell with devils who have borrowed your mouthes, to 
utter horrid blafphemies. Swearing is of the devil, faith our Saviour, Matth.^.^y. 
and it brings men to the devil, faith St. James, Chap.5.12. They objed, that they 
fwear nothing but the truth. But that's not alwayes lb. Swearing and lying are 
here fet together, as feldom fundred. The marvel, if he that fwcarech commonly* 
do notforfwcar frequently: for he fwearethaway all his faith and truth. But, fay 
they fwear truth : yet that excufeth not. Truth is but onocircumftance of an oath, 
ler. 4.2. Men, as they muft fwear in truth, fo in righteoufnejfe , ( not rafhly, furi- 
oully) and in judgement, not in jeft. Swear not in jeft, left ye go to hell in earneft. 

It is the property and duty of a godly man to fear an oath, Ecclef 9. 2. and noc 
to forbear it onely. As on the other fide, no furer figne of a profane perfon, then 
common and cuftomary (wearing. It were well if fuch were ferved as Lewis the 
ninth of France ferved a citizen of Paris • he feared his lips for fivearing,with an hoc , 
iron. And when fome faid,it was too cruel an ad; I would to God faid he,that with 
fearing mine own lips with an hot iron, I could banifh out of the Realm all abufe of 
oathes, Thofe that plead, they have gotten a cuftome to fwear, and therefore they 
muft be born with, {hall have the like anfwer from God that the thief had from the 
. Judge. He defired the Judge to fpare him, for ftealing had been his cuftome from 
his youth, and now he could not leave it. Thfe Judge replied, it was alfo his cu¬ 
ftome, to give judgement againft fuch malefadours; and therefore he muft be con¬ 
demned. 

And lying, ]] Fitly linked with fwearing. Some gravel! or mud ever paffeth, 
away with much water; fo do fome lies with much fwearing. How oft do men for- . 
get their oathes, and fwear again that they have not fworn at all ? Should mens 
excrements come from them as oft, and they not feel it, they would be full forry, 
and afhamed thereof. Now fwearing and lyingffcfile jnen much worfe then any 
jakes can do, Mark. 7- 22. and render them odious to God and good men. Lying 
is a bluff ull evil: Therefore doth the liar deny his lie, as afhamed to be taken with 
it; and our ruffians revenge it with a ftab. God rankes and reckons it with the 
molt monftrous fins; and lhuts it out of heaven, Revel. 21.8. Ariftotle faith. It is Arift.Ethic; 
in it felf evil and wicked, contrary to the order of nature, ( which hath given words lib. 4. c.7.' 
to exprefle mens mindes and meanings )^deftruftive to humane fociety. Pythagoras 
was wont to fay, that in two things we become like unto God. 1. In telling truth. ^ tT " 

2. In beftowing benefits. Now, Mentiri, is contra mentem ire; To lie, is to utter y 1 *' 
a known untruth with an intention to deceive, or hurt. The Cretians of old were 
infamous for this: The Friars of late: 'Twas grown to a proyerb among our forefa¬ 
thers : A frier, a tier : 'Tis now amongft us. Every Her is, or would be a thief. . 

Hence, lying and ftealing go coupled here : but betwixt them both (lands kitting^ as 
uftiered in by the former, and oft occafioned by the later. Pro. 1.19. 4 d>7cu,fyc; 

and killing, This follows fitly upon the former: for truth hath ajwayesa 
' fcratcht face. The devil was firft a liar* and then a murtherer. He cannot fo well Joh.3.44; 

, murther, without he flander firft. flip credit of the Church muft firft be taken, 
away, and then (he is wounded, Cant. 5.6. The people here in England, once 
complained, that Humphrey Duke of Gloucefier, that noble Patriot, was twice g ^ 
murthered : firft, by detraftion, and then by deadly pra&ife. The French have a 
Proverb; Thofe that have a minde to kill their neighbours Dog, make the world 
beleeve he was mad firft. This is their Proverb, and accordingly was their pra- 
difeinthe Maffacre of Paris. A little before which, they gave out, chat the Pro- 
teftants met by night, to plot againft the State, and to commit all manner of un- 
cleannefle amongft chemfelves. This is an old trick of the Devil aodiiis Inftruments* 
firft to belie the Church, and to -reprefent her to the world in the uglieft hue; and 
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then co pcriecute her, like as of old they ufed co puc che poor Chriltians in Bears 
or Lions skins, and chen baic cliem with dogs. Pauhts Fag ins reporcs a ftory of an 
Egyptian, who faid, chat the Chriftians were a colluvies of moifi filthy lecherous 
people. And for their keeping of che labbach, he faith, they had a d'ifeale upon 
them, and were therefore faine to reft every fevench day. The Papifts accufed the 
Waldenfes(thofe ancient Proteftants) for Manichees ; and chac they affirmed there 
were two beginnings of things, God and the devill &c : and all becaufe they con- 
dandy affirmed chat the Emperour had no dependance upon the Pope. They <«ave 
them out alfo for Arrians (and publifhed their Croifado's againft them as enemies 
to Chrift ) and all becaufe they denyed that a cruft was rranfubftanciaced into Chrift. 
1 o make way for the mine ot England by the gun-powdcr-plot, they gave our be¬ 
yond fca that the people here looked as black as devils, were grown barbarous, and 
did cat young children.That we held opinion co worflii p no God,co ferve the times 
to prefer profit before right, to pretend the publike caufe to our private lulls, to 
cover hatred with flattery, to confirme tyranny by fiieddinc innocent blood’, to 
keep faith no longer then will ferve our own turncs Ucc. And if the plot had taken 
effed, they had fathered it upon the Puritans (having proclamations ready framed 
for the purpole ) that under that name, they might have fuckt the blood and rc- 
veld in the mines of all fuch here, as had but the love, or any fhew of found re¬ 
ligion. "1 he vvoid here uled for killing lignifies to kitl with a murtherinf weapon 
fuchas David felt in his bones, Pfal. 42. 10. fuch as Colignius and other'the 
poore Protefiants felt in che French Mafiacre : where che Queen of Navarre was 
poifoned, the mod part of the peerelefie Nobility in France inurchered, together 
with their vvives and children ; and of che common people an hundred’ clioufand 
in one yeare, in di verfe parts of the realme. What (hould I fpcake of the innocent 
blood of Ireland, for which God hath already and yet dill will make diligent inc^tai- 
iinon. It the blood of Abel had fo many tongues as drops lien. 4, 10. ^whac chen 
of fo many righteous Abels ? Surely I have feen yefterday (faith Cod) the blood of 
Naboth 1. King. 9. 26. Murcher ever bleeds frefli in his eye: to him many 
yearcs, yea that eternity that is pad is but yefterday. Neither is he wanting to 
pumfh it even in this prelent world. He avengeth the innocent blood chat Manaflch 
Hied, a long while after bis death : he would not pardon it, no, though Manafeh 
icpcnted of it, 2 24. 4 - The mountains ot Gilboah were accurlcd 5 for che 

blood of S<t Hi and Jonathan fpilt upon them. 2 Sam. 1. and what a dca’le of doe 
we find in the law made, when a man was murthered Dent. 21. 1, 2. &c. the 
\ alley where the expiatory facrifice was llaine in that cafe was from thenceforth to 
■be neither eared nor/owen Verfe 4. ole. in all to fhew, what a precious efteem God 
bath of mans life: and what controverfie with a land for fhed ding of blood. 

and frcaling\ Thofe public* latroncs efpccially, publike theeves that fit in purple 
robes: and by wrong judgement opprefsfffid rob the noor innocents are here inten¬ 
ded as Calvin thinks ; Sec Jfa. ( 23. and 33. ) So are-all others that either by force 
or fraud get into their hands their neighbours goods ; whether, J fav, it be by 
violence or cunning contrivance, the Lord is the avenger of all fuch. 1 Thcf 4. 6. 
So that though haply they lie out of the walk of humane juftice, and come not un¬ 


der mans cognizance, yet God will find them out, and fend his flying roule of cur¬ 
ies after them, Zecb. 5. 2. 3. be all vomit up hisfWeet morfels, here Job 20. 15. 
or elfe difgeft m hell what he hath devoured on earth: as his belly bath prepared deceit, 
Stm before ' - 1 5-35 : f o God will take it out of his guts againe : either he (hall make refti- 
K. £dw. *. r,° n °r fhlS lll -S? tte ? goods, or for not doing it, be (hall one day cough in hell, as 
Father Latimer phrafech it. t ^ 


and committing adultery'} This is alfo an hainous crime (faith holy Job) yea it is 
an iniquity to bepuni/bedby the Judges Chap. 3 r. 3I . Heathens have p.ntflicd it 
very feverely. Of one people wc read that they ufed to put the adulcerers or adul- 
terefies head into the panch of a beaft where che filch of it lay, audio ftiffied him. 
God pumfhed thofe itinking Edomites with Itinking brimftone for their lothfomc 
bnutiinnefle; and adjudged adultery to death : becaufe fociety and purity of 
poitenty could not otherwife continue amongft men. Wc read not in any general 
commandemenc of the law, that any fiiould be burnt with fire, but the higli-priefts 
daughter for adultery. Lev, 21. 9. yet it feemes it was in life before the law? or elfe 
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Judah was much to blame for iencencing his daughter in law Tamar to the tire. 

Gen. 38. 24. Let us beware of that fin, for which fo peculiar a plague was appoin¬ 
ted, and by very Heathens executed. See Jcr. 29. 22. 23. if men be flack to 
take vcngancc on fuch, yet God will hold on his controverfie again,'1 them and a- 
venge the quarrel of his covenant (for fo wedlock is called Prov. 2. j 7.) either by 
his own bare hand, or elfe by the hands of the adulterers them (elves. See an ih- 
franceof both thefe even in our times: In the yeare 1583. in London, two cici- 
fens committing adulteiy together on the Lords day, were itmek dead with fire Dii/iiw trage - 
feoin heaven in the very art ofunclcannefle: their bodies being left dead in the place llie 
half burnt up, fending out a mod lothfome favour, for a fpectacle of (.sods contro- 
verfy again!! adultery and fabbath breaking. This judgment was fi> famous and 
remarkable that Laurent tits HayerMxl'jx forrain hi fieri an hath thought good core- opus chronolo- 
gifteritco poficrity. Mr. Cleaver reports of one that he knew that had commit- &i*.OrbisVm~ 
ted che art of uncleaneffc: and in the horrour of confcicnce he hand’d him- An twerp. 

fe If: But before, when he was about to make away himfelf, he wrot in a paper, 1 
and left it in a place to this effert : Indeed, faith he, 1 acknowledge it to be utter¬ 
ly unlawiull for a man co kill himfelf: but 1 am bound to art the Magiftrates part, 
becaufe the punifhmenc of this fin is death : This art of his was not to be jufiificcl* 
l iv. to be his owndcathfman : but it fhewes what a controverfy God hath with 
adulterers, and what a deep gafh thac fin makes in the confcience. 

they brc-akj>atf}\ikc wild horfes over hedges: or proud waters over the banks. 

The Sepruagint renders in lwdyj-nu They are pound out. And Sc. Jude hath a like 
cxpreilion, fpcaking of the Libertines of his time Verfr 11. they run greedily , Gr : 
they WerepoVered out, or powred array as water out of a veflfel: they ran headlong 
or gave thcnVclvcs over to work all uncleannefs with greedineflc,to fatisfie their Jufts* 
and to oppolc with crefi and brefl whatfoever ftands in their way ; bearing down 
all before them. So Sodom and Gomorrah are (in the feventh verfe of the fame 
cpiftle)faid by unbridled licentioufnefTc to give themfr Ives over to fornicationf CO r- BeZd ' 
tationem efufie. And when Lot fought to advife them better they fet up the briftles 
at him, with 

Bafe bttftc fir anger, comeft thou hither thus 

Controller-like to prate and preach to us ? &t\ Dubartas. 

Thus thefe Effraflercs (as the Pfaimift fomewhere calleth them) thefe breach-ma¬ 
kers, breake Chrifts bands in funder, ( as Sampfon did che feven green withes) and J ud S* 16 ■ 
cafi array bis cords from them. Thefe unruly Bcliatifts get che bit betwixt their i>fa, ‘ 2 ‘ 3 ‘ 
teeth, like headfirong horfes; and calling their rider, rife up againft him. They 
like men { or rather like wilde beafts) tranfgrcjfe the covenant Kof 5. 7. refolving 
to live as they lifi, to take their fwingc in fin : for Who, ( fay they ) is Lord over 
us? 7 rente Hi us reades that text, tanquam hominis , they tranlgreffeit as if it were 12.4. 

the covenant of a man : they make no more of breaking the law,then as if they had 
to do with duft and allies like them felves, and not with the great God that can 
tame them with the turn of his hand, and with the blaft of his mouth blow them in¬ 
to hell. Hath h.c not threatened to really contrary to thofe that w.illi contrary to him, 
to be as crofs as they for the hearts of them, and co bring upon them fever, times 
more plagues then before, and feven times and feven to that, till he have got the 
better of them ? for is it fit that he fiiould cafi down the bucklers firfi ? & I trow 
not. He will be obeyed by thefe exorbitant, yokcldfe, lawletfe pcrlbns- either 
artivcly, orpafiivcly. The law was added becaufe of tranfgrcfjion : and is o 'tvcn, 
faith, theApofile, not to the righteous , for they are dvjivo^oi a law to them felves’ 3 xim x. p 
( as the 1 hracians boafied ) hut to the law/effe and difobedient, who count licentiouf- 
neffe the onely liberty, and die fervice of God die greateft Ilavcry; who chink no 
vemfonlweet but that that is fiolcn, nor any mirth but that which a Salomon would Frr ,,r * * 
fay to, Tho11m.idfoolcr2h.it do ft thou? Loc, for fuch rebels and refrartaries, for 
fuch maftcrlefie monfiersas fond mefftiges after the Lord Chrift faying. We will not 
have this man to raigne over us, for thefe, I fay, was the law made, to hamper 
them and (hackle them, as fierce and furious creatures : to came them and taw them 
with its fourc iron teeth, 1 of Irritation, flow. 7. 7. 2.ly of Induration, Ifa,6.\o. 3 .ly 
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3. Of obligation to condigne puniftiment, Gen. 4.4. 4. Of execration or ma- 

lediclio *, f)eut. 28.16, 17, See, Let men cake heed therefore how they break out 
againft God : Let them meddle wich their matches, and not contend with him that 
is mightier then they: 'Yis the Wife-mans counfell, Ecclef. 6.10. 

and blood touchetb blood. ] i. e. there is a continuation , and as it were a concate¬ 
nation ot murders, and other horrible villenies, as was at Jerufaiem in the murrher 
of Zacharias , the fon of Barachias , the blood of the facrificer was mingled with 
the blood of the facrifice : An&as Luke 13.1. the like fell out. SoacVf/farw, 
when Scylla took the Town, there was <s<p&yn, a mercilefle (laughter- the 

gutters running with blood, &c. And fo at Samaria ( which the Prophet may here 
probably intend ) when there was fuch killing of Kings; ( and they fall not alone) 
Hofea killed his Predcceflour Pekah, as he had done Pckahhh - Mcn.ihem killed 
Shall urn , as S hallttm had done Zacharias : fo true is that of the Poet, 

Ad generum Cereris fine cade (£r fianguine pauci , 

Juvenal. Defcendunt Reges , C r ficcd morte tyranni. 

What got moft of the firft Cafars by their adoption, or defignation to the 
Empire, Nifi ut citius interficerentttr , but to be killed fo much the fooner ? All 
or moft of them, till Confiantim, died unnatural! deaths : As afterwards, PhocM 
the traytour killed the good Emperour MauritUts . ftewing him in his own broth. 
Heraclim ftcw Phocas, putting him to a fhamefiill and tormentfull death,&c. Con- 
Baltbaf.exntr rA ^ inHS Kingof Germany , and Duke of Stoevcland was beheaded by Charles King 
Vat. Max. ' of Naples and Sicily ■ and the headf-man prefently beheaded by another, ne ex- 
chrtilun. taret q»i jattarct tarn generofum fanguinem a Je effufttm, (faith mine Authour) 

^•274. that there might not be any left to boaft, that hchadfpiltfo noble blood. Our 

Daniels hill Rtchar d the third, that bloody and deceitfull man, is faid to have ufed the inftru- 
349. ’ mentsof his cruell plots, ( his cut-throats I mean ) as men do their candles ; bum 

the firft out to a fnuffe, and then, having lighted another, tread that under-foot. 
faux ( that fatall aftorof the intended Powder-tragedy ) Ibould have been thus 
rewarded by his brethren in evil, had the plot taken effed. It is that famous and 
never to be forgotten fifth of November 1651. wherein I writ thefe lines: And 
therefore in way of thankfulnefle to our ever-gracious Deliverer, I here think good 
to fet down the relation as Mr. John Vicars ( in his Quinteflence of cruelty, or 
Poem of the popifh Powder-plot ) hath declared it to the world, as he had it from 
Mr, Clement Cotton, the Compoferof theEnglilh Concordance, who alfo received 
it from Mr. Pickering of Titfmarfb-grove in North-kampton-finre, and it is thus. 
This Mr. Pickering being in great efteem with King James, had an horfe of fpeciall 
note, on which he ufed to hunt with the King: This horfe was borrowed of him 
( a little before the blow was to be given ) by his brother in law Keyes ( one of the 
Confpiratours) and conveyed to London , for a bloody purpofe, which thus was 
plotted : Faux on the day of the fatall blow, was appointed to retire himfelf to 
St. Georges-fields, where this faid horfe was to attend him to make his efcape fo 
foon as the Parlament-houfe was blowen up. Jt was likewife contrived, that the 
faid Mr. Pickering ( noted for a Puritan ) (hould be that very morning murthered 
in his bed, and fecretly conveyed away: As alfo that Faux himfelf fhould have been 
murthered in St. Georges-fields, and there fo mangled and cut in pieces as that it 
might not be difeovered who he was. Whereupon it was to be bruited abroad, that 
the Puritans had blown up the Parliament-houfe : And the better to make the 
world beleeve fo, there was Mr. Pickering with his horfe ready to make an efcape, 
but that God ftirred up fome, who feeing the hainoufneffe of the fad, and he 
ready to efcape by flight, in deteftation of fo horrible a deed fell upon him, and 
killed him, and fo had hackt him in pieces. And yet to make it to be more ap¬ 
parent to befo indeed, there was his horfe found alfo, which was of fpeciall lpeed 
and fwiftnefle, to carry him away : and upon this rumour, a maflacre lT.ould have 
gonethorow the whole Kingdome upon the Puritans. But when this plot, thus 
contrived, wasconfeft by fome of the Confpiratours, and Faux in che Tower was 
made acquainted with it, ( who had been born in hand, to be bountifully rewarded 
for thac liis fervice in the Cacholike caufe ) when he faw how his ruine was contri¬ 
ved. 
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ved, he alfo thereupon confuted freely all that he knewT^ching that horrid"^ 
hideous confpiracie which ( before ) all the torture of the rack could not force 
him to. The truth of all this,is attefted by Mr .William Perkins, an eminent Chriftian 
and Citizen of London, who had it from the mouth of Mr. Clement Cotton - which 
I could not but here infert, as coming to my minde and Pen, on the very day where¬ 
on (46. years fince) it fhould have been afted, when my felf was but four veers 
of age, and it being the utmoft that I can remember : but if ever I forget let mv 
right hand forger her cunning. Remember, O Lord, thefe children of 'Edom &c. 
thefe Romifh Edomites,, Efauites, Jefuites, who faid, Rafe it, Rafe it even to the 7,8- 
foundation, O daughter of Baby Ion, See. TlieRabbines call the Romifts Edomites 
(they interpret the mountof Efau^W. ver. 21. tobemeant of W) and well 
they may, for their blood-guilcinefle, for which they are hated of God Pfal < 6 
Who cannot but remember, that their fins (as a cart-rope) have reached up to hea- ***« 
ven. Rev, i b. 5 there having been a concatenation, or a continued fcries of them 
as the Greek there imports, and ( as fome here interpret) blood touching: blood ad 
cording to E fay I.15. Tour hands are full of blood. And Chap. 4 .4. The filth If the 
daughter of Zion, and the blood 0 f Jerufaiem. This fence, the Chaldee Paraphrafe 
maketh. 1 he Sepmagint ( with their single blood Kith blood ) feem to un- 

derftand it of mceftuous matches and mixtures forbidden Levit 18 6 and vet 
avowed by David George and his difciples, and pradifed in the Court of Spain by 
Papall difpenfation. r ’ 3 

Vtrfo 3. Therefore p„!l the Undmottru ] Here the Lord proceeds to give 
fentence ; and it is dreadfull indeed. Lugtbit terra, Ungwbit incola You 

will not mourn therefore your land lhall i the ugly face of your fin (hall appear 
“ “ e miferable defolac.on of your Countrey : There it no truth, merer, or knowledge 
of God in jour land\ which even groans under your burden, the aaeltree thereof 
being ready to break: therefore it fiiall beeafed of you, by my fore, and great, 
and ftrong fwoed which lhall loon make work amongft you, and lay all waft 
And. as Gods red borfe ofwarreis followed by che black horfe of famine, and that 
black one, by the pale horfe of pcftilencc, Rev.h.j^f,. f 0 (hall it be here. Ashy 
fweanng, and lying,, &c. you have broke out, fo (hall my whole wrath break cue 
upon you as a mighty torrent As blood hath touched blood, fo punilhment (hall 
follow hard upon fin: for thefe two are knit together with chains of Adamant, 
faith the Poet. If thou do m/, fin lies at the door, faith God, Gen. 4. 7 that is 
/upplicium immmet, idejue proximtm & prafentiffimum, faith Junius there • Evil 
(hall hunt the wicked man to deftroy him: hisfinfhall find him out as a blood¬ 
hound, and haunt him as an hell-hag. Where iniquity breaks-faft, calamity will , 
befurcto dine; to fup where it dines, and to lodge where it fups. No fooner had * 
man finned, but the earth wascurfed for his fake, Gen. 3. i 7} It was never 
bcautifull nor cheerftill fince. At this day it lies bed-ridden, and looks to be burnt 
up (hortly with her works, 2 Pet. 3.10. Here it is brought in as a mother in mour¬ 
ning, bewayhng the lofteof all her children, and refbfing to be comforted. And 
furely though the land be eafed of a very heavy burden, as I have faid, when pur- 
ged by Gods juft judgements of her ungratefull and wicked inhabitants : yet be¬ 
came (he lies under the dint of Divine difpieafure at fuch a time, therefore is fhee 
rightly faid to mourn m this cafe, and to be in a fad difconfolate condition, ( See 
fcr. 1 2.4. ) flie becomes a very Ahil, ( that’s the word here ul'ed, fee htdg. 11.33.) 
a Boehm an Hadadnmmon, an Jri-jland ; and being defolate [he moumetb unto thee : 
for lhe feeth that her convulfions are like to end in a deadly confumption 

And every one that dtoelleth therein fall languifi Heb. fhall wither as a flower, 

Nahum 1.4. Or, flail be weakened. Thofe that now ftand upon their tiptoes, and 
ace the very heavens, ftouting it out with God, (hall then be weak as water,withe¬ 
red as a flower, ftrcngthlefteas a moth-eaten-cloth, Pfal:i 9 .ju low-fpirited,and 
crelt-raln, as the king of Sodom, ( erft man good enough to look four kings in the 
face, but anon fupphant to Abraham, a forlorn forreiner, Gen. 14.21.) Manaffeh 
that fturdy rebell, in trouble bafely hides his head among the bu(hes,2 Chron.n. 1 1. 

in time of thunder ran under beds and benches. Affliction will tame,and , 
a e down the proudeft fpirits: they break in adverfity that bore their heads on 
ug in profpenty: they fpeak out of the ground, and whifper out of the daft, 
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that look to be brought into the duft of death Pfal. 22. 15. It is the peftilence that 
here feemeth to be threatened ( as before fword and famine) and an universal! 
peftilence too ; reaching not onely to men but to other creatures made for mans 
ufes, which {hewcs the greatneflfe of the wrath : like as when a King not onely cx- 
ecuteth the craytour, but alfo pulleth down his houfe, confifcateth his goods, and 
and difinheriteth his children See. But what have thofc fheep done ?°the beafts 
Pareus. birds, and fifties that they mull fuffer alfo ? It is but reafon they fhould, fith firft 
they are part of mens enjoyments: fecondly they are many times ( though harme- 
lefle in themfelves ) yet inftruments of mens fin: and therefore well dotinhe Chal¬ 
dee here paraphrafe Diminutionem pat lent ur propter hominum peccata they fhall fuffec 
for mans fin : who may therefore well fay to them, as J udah did to Tamar Thou 
art more rigteout then J. 

with the btafts of the field' ] which fhall dye by the murrian. 

Joftfh. and the fottles of the ayrej which fhall catch the contagion, and fall down dead : 

as thofe birds do that atcempt to fly over the dead fea. 

and the fijhes of the fea alfo fhall be taken aivayj Colligcntur, confident ur they fhall 
be gathered together as feeking help one of another in a common danger .* and yet 
Engl. Chron . they fhall be deftroyed, the very waters being peftilentiall, as they were here in 
King Edward the thirds dayes ; fo that the very foulesand fifties had botches up¬ 
on them. This was a heavier judgement then that which befell the old world : 
for then the fifties perilhed not: though the Jew-doftours would perfwade us that 
1 thefe alfo died in the flood; for that the waters thereof were boyling hot. 

Verje 4. Tet let no man ftrive nor reprove another J let him notlofe fo much «ood 
labour, and fpill fo many fweet words upon this people: for they are grown uncoun- 
fellable, incurable, incorrigible. They have rejected the counfel of God within , or, 
againft themfelves Luk. 7. 30. corripiuntv.r fed non corriguntur: it is becaufe the 
Lord intendeth to deftroy them 1 S am. 2. 25. yea he hath determined it 2 Chron. 
25. 16 Hence as dying men lofe their hearing and other fenfes by degrees: fo 
thofe that are deftined to deftruftion grow ftupid and ftubborn, and will neither 
heare good counfel, nor fee the things that concern their peace.- but fpurn at ad¬ 
monition and fcorn at reproof. 

Tunc etiam dvcla plus valet arte malum. 

And therefore God forbids to reprove fuch, as deplored and defperate ; to call 
pearles of good counfel before fuch dogs, who preferr Jothfome carrion before 
fweet odours • yea rage at them as Tigers do, and fly in the faces of fuch as pre- 
fent them: or at beft grunt and goe their wayes, as fwine ; leave good counfel! 
where they find it, not putting it in pra^tife. Now as dogs and fwine were coun¬ 
ted unclean creatures, and unfit for facrifice : fo are fuch for admonition. Let a 
man be never fo able and apt to teach, let him be vir praftans , eximius, infignis-, 
N a gallant man ( as the word here ufed fometimes fignificth ) and one that can do his 

work never fo well, yet the wisdome of his words (hall be defpifed Prov. 23. 9. Let 
him ftr »ve till his heart akes, er diffutatos arguere, as St. Jude fpeaketh, he fhall 
Jude. 22. but fitive againft the ftream, and by reprooving a fcorner get him a bloc, Pro. 9. 7. 

The Pharilees denied our Saviour ,and blew their nofes at him Luk^ t 6. 14. Let them 
£ov. alone, therefore faith our Saviour to his difciples, they be blindc leaders of the blind ; 

Mat. 15. c ^ cr,s n0 g° 0 ^ Co be done of them : therefore let him that is filthy be filthy fill Rev. 

22. 11. and he that is ignorant let him b cignorant, fith he will needs be fo, 1 Cor. 
Levit. a 6. 39. 3^. Let him pine away in his iniquity. Let him pine and perifh, go on, defpair, 

dye, and be damned. My fpirit fhall no Longer llrivc with him, unlefs it be by 
furious rebukes E^ek. 5. 15. and by fire osfm. 7. 4. Oecolampadius upon this 
j text doubts not to fay that the fin of fuch as rejeeft admonition, is the fin againft 
the holy Ghoft : certainly it is worfe then all the forementioned fWearing, lyings 
l & c - Blind nature could fee and fay as much. Hefiod faith that there are three forts 
of men : the firft and beft are thofe that live fo well as not to need reproof. The 
Ot 5 V©-fecond ( and thofe not bad ) are fuch as doe not fo well, but can be content to heare 
■rome*r©-. of it. The third and worft are they that will neither do as they ought, nor be ad- 
cvifed to do better. Plutarch faith thole that are troubled with tooth-ach will go 
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to the Phyfitian : thofe that have a fever will fend for him ; but he that is fraritick 
or ftark mad will do neither, but reject the remedy and ftrike at the Phyfitian. So 
doth the fcorner See. See my common place of Admonition. 

for thu people are as they that ftrive with the priefi j though Gods officer, and in 
his ftead 2 C or. 5.20. though the peoples Oracle to preferve and prefent knowlede 
to them Mai. 2. 7 and though to ftrive with fuch, be co invert Gods order who 
hath appointed the people to heare and obey their Teacher - and not topreferibe 
to them : to follow their Guides , and not to run before them Heb. 13. 7.17. and 
1 Tim. 1, 20. 2 Tim. 1. 15. Num. 16. From which texts and I Cor. 11 2 5 
a grave divine argueth thus, It is a vile fin to vex our minifters by our obftinacy 
yea though they were not able co make fo full demonftration ; yet when they re- 
proove fuch and fuch things out of a fpiritual jealoufy and feare they corrupt their 
hearts, they are co be heard : how much more when they come in the demonftrati- 
on of the Spiru and of power} And yet how fiill is the church & ever hath been of fuch 
yittltttgatores as contend with the beft minifters, quarrel at Gods word and take up 
armes againft it ? fnuffing at it Mai. 1. 13 chatting at it Rom. 9. 19 20 cart¬ 
ing reproaches upon it Jer. 20. 8 . 9. envioully fwelling at it Att. 13. 4 c. The 
more you touch thefe toads, the more they fwell: the more you meddle with thefe 
ferpents the more they gather poifon to fpec at you : Go about to code them with 
Sure words, you (hall but adde co their heate: as the fmichs forge fries when cold 
water 1S cart upon it.- and as hoc water, if ftirred, cafteth up the more fiime. Vul¬ 
tures unguento irritant Hr & fcaraboni rofa Vultures cannot endure fweeet odours , 
Tygers, if they heare the found of a drum will rage and teare themfelves- Ahab 
cannot abide Micaiah 3 nor Herod John baptift. The people concerted with Jeremy 
and curled him Chap. 15. 10. though he were Concionator admirabilis, as ICecker- 
man hathit an admirable Preacher; yet they fought his life, faying, Prophefienot i 
tn the name of the Lord that thou dye not by our hands Chap. 11. 25. yea they told 
him flat and plame. The word which thou haft fpoken unto us in the name of the 
Lord we will not heare _ Oleud lofels, ( as that martyr in like cafe exclaimed ) O 
hard hearts, Ojefabels guefts, rockt and laid a fleep in her bed. O forroft- 
lefiefinners andfhameleffe harlots &c. Minifters are lights , offenfive to fore eyes • 
the fait of the earth which is bitter to wounds Sec. Among th.e Athenians if the 
Comedians( which were their teachers, fuch as they had) pleafed not the people 
they were overwhelmed with ftoncs. Once was Iftoned faith Paul, and Jcrtrhy is 
faid to have met with the like death from his flagitious countreymen in Egypt a- 
mongft whom he was ever * man of ft rife, and his fcrvice was (in that behalf) like 
thatc ^ManhmTorq t t,tus among the Romans, who gave if over faying Neither 
can 1 beare their manners, nor they my government, See Chap. 10. 9. 

Verfe *. Therefore (halt thoufalQ How could they do otherwife that were a na 
tion fo incorrigibly flagitious, fo unthankfull for mercies, fo impatient of remedies 
wicked 1 ?^ C ° f repenCance » fo obli S ed ’ fo warned > to fhamelefly, f 0 lawlefly 

therefore {bait thou fall in the day\ vivens videnfq ; peribis thou ftialt ftumble at 
noonday, becaufe there is no knowledge of Godin the land-, but thou haft loved 
darknefte rather then light, therefore ftialt thou have enough of it: thy feet fhaft 
ftumbleupon the dark mountames fer. 13. 16 . yea thou (halt ftumble and fall and 
never rife againe,which is threatned exprefsly to thefe fwearers Am. 8.14 & implied 
m the Hebrew word here ufed.Such was Elies fell offhis ftoole,& HamaZ fall before 
Mordecat the Jew Efth. 6. 13. Impenitent perfons are brats of fathomlefTe perdi¬ 
tion they are ripe for rume, fhall fall into remedilefs mifery, and (though never fo 
infolentand angry againft thofe that deaJe finely and faithfully with them as in 

^ / rhT V K rfe * y u ^ th l y ft l a neVCr want an Ho f** co tel1 the ™ fo to their teeth: 
that thofe that will not bend may break, that if they will needs fall they may fall 

and " oc h , a ^ cauPe co % that they were not fore-warned. And 
this fhall he done to day that is, veL-y fhorcly, in this prefent age ( fo feme 

interpret it (autcerte clariffima luce , faith Mercer, or elfein the opellight, and 
r h T CW ° f a • « n0t m hu §S ermu gg er - Trcmelliits thinks it is as much as rc- 
ZltXZ T gr% f H \° p^entur. Thou (halt be fuddenly ferprifed when thou 
t in thy flourifh, and feareft no changes. What can be mprefairc and flourifh- 
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, ing then the field a day before harveft ? then the vineyard a day before the vin¬ 
tage ? certiftmc citijftmeq; corrucs. Every wicked man may apply it: wherefore 
alfo it is delivered in the fecond perfon fingular,T hou even thou : to thee be i c fpoken. 

and the Prophet alfofralt full with thee in thcnighf\ The Chaldee hath ir, as in the 
nighty if a man walk in the nighty he flumblethy becaufe there is no light in him y John 
11. 10. The falfe Prophet cannot lay his hand upon his brelt and fay as dying 
Mtlclu Adam, i Oecolampadius did. Hie fat luds Here’sftore of light. Such are wofully benigh¬ 
ted & all be utterly darkened Zech. ii. 17. yet more may look to be, for their right 
eye ( being blind leaders of the blind ) yea the night fhall be upon them and it 
{hall be dark unto them: the fun fhall go down over their heads &c. Mic. 

3. 6. and when they fall together with thofe feduced foules into the ditch of 
deftruction, themfelves (hall fall undermoft Mat. 15. 17. and receive the deeper 
damnation Mat. 23. 14. If others {hall be damned, they muff look to be double 
damnedy as Dives feared to be, if ever his brethren (by his example ) came to that 
1 place of torment. Mercers note here is very good Nolle cafttros dicit cUrc. He laich 

they fhall fall in the night as fignifying by an allegory, that when calamity fhall lay 
hold upon thefe falfe Prophets, they {hall alfo be pricked in their confidences, which 
{hall tell them that ventris caufa for their bellyes fake, and other bafe refpe&s, they 
have brought upon the feduced people To great mifehiets. This fhall be as a dagger 
at their hearts: and fhall fill their confciences with horrour and diftrefs. 

and [ Will dtflroy thy mother^ i. e. the whole fynagoguc, yea the whole Church 
-and ftace, the Vnivcrfity of the lfraelites: fo that their nation and name fhould 
perifh together. Is it not fo with the ten tribes ? who can tell at this day where to 
find them or whence to e^peft them ? whether from China , as fome think and al¬ 
ledge ifay 4 49. 12. Or from Tartary y as others who fay that Tartar^ (alias Ta- 
Bretrw. En. tari or Tot art ) comes from Tothar a ilefidue or remnant. This is no other 

quir.pag.9fr. then a vaine and capricious fancy faith learned BricrWood &c. Is it not altogether 
unlikely that the Lord in this threat might allude to that law Dent. 22. 6. Thou 
/halt not take the damme ( Heb. the mother ) With the young : But I that am above 
law, faith God, will cut off dam and young together in the neft, I will utterly cut 
off the whole nation This was fulfilled 2 King. 17. and our Prophet lived to fee 
it, to his great heart-break. Oh that we could be warned &c. Let holy mother 
church of Rome (as they call her,) look to it, with her doftrine of Infallibility. 
^AS'dfj.arn Thefe lfraelites gloried as much of cheir Mother , and thought ( as D tony [ins did of 
Lou k5n gd° me ) chat £ h c Church had been tied to their nation with chaines of Ada- 
k^h< 5|; mant: but their mother is here threatned to be cutoff: and of the fea of Rome 

Rev. 17. it is long fince foretold. Baby Ion is fallen^ is fallen crc. It is a quefton among Di¬ 

vines whether the Church can faile ? It is anfwered, that the Catholike invifible 
Church cannot: but any particular and vifible Church may, as this of Trad ; and 
that of Rome, which hath long fince caff offChrift, and the publike exercife of 
true religion : and is become exaurea, argentea y ex argenteaf rreay e:: ferrea ter- 
rca : [upere(l jam ut in ftercus abeat faid one of her own Tons an .Juguftine friar 
Rtn. devit. Anno. 1414. and many others of their own writers fay the fame >ic* rjjarib potius 

Fonti f' ejuam libenter , as wrefted from them by the truth, rather then of any itching hu¬ 

mour to difgrace their mother by uncovering her nakednefle. 

Verfe 6. My people are deftroyed for lack of knowledge‘s my people ( ther’s the 
wonder of it ) of whom it was wont to be faid by the heathen, finely this great nation 
is a wife and undemanding people : and well it might: for what nation ever had 
God fo nigh unto them &c. and fatutes and judgments fo righteous &c t Dent. 4. 6. 
7. 8. what nation ever had Prophets, and Priefts as they had, to teach Jacob his 
ftatutes and Jfracl his law 2W. 33. 10. all meanes of knowledg they had that 
might be ; fo that God might fay to them as once Abijam did to Jeroboam and all 
2 chron. \ 3. ^ rae ^» Ought you not to have known this ? fhould ye not all know the Lord from the 
$. * leaft to thegreatefi ? fhould not your land be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, 

Hab. 2. 14. as the waters cover the fea? Doth not wisdome cry in your ftreets ? and knowledge 
(in the abundance of meanes) bow down to you as trees do that are laden with 
1 fruit, fo that a child may gather them ? How is it then that you (my prnplefave yet 
fo hard and blockifh, as rude and ignorant of me and my will, of your felves and 
your duties, as the blinde Ethnickes ? For fome of you have not the kyoWledg cfGol : 1 
* fpeak. 
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this to your frame. Tea who is blind but my fervant : or deaf as my meftenger 
that J fent ? Who is blinde as he that is per ft El, and blinde as the Lords fervant ? I 
fpeak it with grief and ftomack, and therefore I fooft fpeak it. Surely towhom- 
l'oever much is given, much is required; and co whom men have committed much, 
of him they will ask the more, Luke 12. 48- It is a grievous thing to receive the 2 Cor.tf.i. 
grace of God in vain : and when for the time men might have been Teachers,^ to , 
have need to be taught the very firft principles of the Oracles of God. tor if God Heb. 5. 
will pour out his wrath upon the heathen that know him not, ler. 10.25. who yet Aflsi.4, 
were left in the dark to grope after him, as they could: And if the poor Philofo- 
phers (who had but the rufh-candle of Natures dim light to work by) were yec 
delivered up to a reprobate fenfe, becaufe they glorified God no better. Bom. 1 , 

Oh the bloody wails that he will make upon the backs of his non-proficients, 
fots and dullards in his fchool! Jngentia benefeia. fiagitia fupplicia. 

Are defrayed fS Or, filenced, as Match. 22. 12. The Chaldee rendreth it ob- 
brntucrunty they are befotted, and fo fitted for deflrudion : for Dew quern deftruic 
dement at. Ignorance is the mother not of devotion , ( as Papifts fay ) but of deftru- , 

Elion: and ignorant perfons fhall be filent in darknefte t as holy Hanna hath it: they 
fhall lie down in forrow, as the Prophet Efay : And although they alwayes wander 
and errein hearty as not knowing Godswayes, PfaL 95. 10. ii. yet they cannot 
golofar wide, as to milfe of hell; where they are fure to fuffer both pain of Ioffe, 
and pain of fenfe : for they fhall be punifbed With ever tufting deftruEtionjna flame of 
fire ( there’s pain of fenfe) font the prefence of the Lord , and from the glory of 
his power ( there’s pain of Ioffe ) 2 Theft. 2. 8 , 9- Lo here the portion of all igno. 
rant perfons: and withall cake notice of an ufuall and equal 1 proceeding of Gods 
impartiall jufticc in punifhing- fuch. He delights to punifhfin in kind, to pay 
wicked perfons in their own coyn, to overfhoot them in cheir own bowe, to anfwer 
them in their own language, as he once did thofe bold Babel-builders , Gen. 11. 

Go to , fay chey : Go to , faith He: Let us build up to heaven , fay they : Lets go 
down , and fee that building, faith He: Let us make w a name , fay they: Let us 
confound their language, that they may not To much as know their own names, faith 
He : Left we be feattered, fay they -. Let us fcatcer them abroad the world, faith He. 

Thus God Worded it with them, and confuted their folly from point to point. And 
the like he will do with ignorant people at chat great day. Depart from us , fay they 
now to God, lob 21. 14. Depart from me ye curfed, will He then fay to them. JVe . 
defire not the knowledge of thy wayes , fay they, ibid, therefore I have fworn in my 
Wrath, that you fhall never enter into my reft, faith He. Ye have loved darknefle 
better then light, ye fhall therefore have your belly-full of it in the bottom of hell: 

/ God loves to retaliate, as we may fee here, and go no further: Becaufe thou haft re~ 
jeEie.-. knowledge , / will alfo rejeEl thee : feeing thou haft forgot the Law of thy God, 

I will alfo ( to cr^ quittance with thee)/o^er thy children. Thus by giving igno¬ 
rant perfons their own, he will fo filencethem, and even button up their mouthes, 
that they fhall ftand fpeechleffe ; as being felf-condemned. 

For lack of k»o\\ledgc^S Propter non feientiamy for meer ne/cience, for fuch an 
ignorance as is privative onely, and of pure negation, which doth fomewhat excufe 
a tantOy though not a toto as in that fervant that knew not his mafters will,yet did 
commit things worthy of ftripes, and had a few ,Luke 12*48. But Ifraels ignorance 
was more then all this,and a great deal worfe. For did not Jfrael know ? Rom. 1 o. 19. 
and have they not heard? yes verily: (verfe 18.) No people under heaven like them 
for that, Vfal. 1 47.19, But they rejected knowledge, and affefted ignorance .* they • 
bated the light, and loved darkneffe better. This was the condemnation, themif- 
chiefof it, iaith our Saviour; who ( befides this wilfull ignorance, that mother of 
milchief, and main fupport of Satans kingdome ) laid down his life for the ne.fcien- ayi& 

cies , the not-knowin^s of his people, Hcb 4 9.7, and prayed for his perfecutors at his fM,7WVm 
death, bather forgive them, they know not what they do , 

Becaufe thou haft rejected knowledg, S And that out of an utter hatred of 
it, ( as the Greek word made of the Hebrew fignifieth ) out of deep difdain, as of a 
thing below thee, and vile in thine eyes, not worthy of thy pains, or purfuic. Wif- 
dorr.e is the principall thing, ^ faith Solomon , and he meaneth chat wifdom that hath p rov<+ ^ 
the fear of God for its foundation)therefore get wifdom. It is here called hadagnath^ 

F 2 that 
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chat knowledge, by an excellency, and with an accent, inoppofjtfon cochat fciiZe 
falfily fo called , i Tim. 6. 20. that knowledge chat puffeth up, 1 Cor. 8 -> as ic 
did Jafeph Scalier, ( that gulf of learning ) for whom it had been happy That he 
had been ignorant but of this one thing, that he knew fo much. ^t is the 'acknow¬ 
ledging of the truth which is aftergodlinejfe ( as the Apoftle dcfcribeth it Tit V 1 \ 
thac perfects the bell: part of a man , that confirmeth, fetledi, guideth ’difccrneth 
differcnceth him from others, who are no better then bruits (though wife in their 
oW» generation, as are the Fox, Serpent, &c. ) and maketh his face to fhine Ecclcf 
8. 1. as St- Stevens did, who was taught of God, and mighty in the Scriptures This 
holy knowledge was highly prized by Agur, Prov. 3o. 2. but flighted by thofe two 
flubbering Priefts the Ions of Eli, fonnesof Belial, they knew not the Lord 1 Sam. 
2. 12. they knew him apprehenfively, but not affeEtivel, : they profefTed that thev 
knew Cod, but m their works they denied him, being abominable, and difobedienr 
and to every good work reprobate. Tit . 1. 16. He thac faith, I know him (faith s! 

1 John , 1 Epijt. 2.4. .) and keepeth not his Commandements, is a lyar and the truth 
is not in him. Many of thefe Jeroboams Priefts were ignorant Affes- like chat Bi 
Ihop of Dunkcldcn in SatUtd, who boated, yea thanked God, that he never knew 
AS Men u' ' a » thC ? W an . d ," e " Te< J amcnt was; and that he would care to know nothing but 
fil ..si ' £‘ s . and l!,s . ■■ Or that Idol-Paftour in Cermty, wl.o being asked 

„ , by the Vificours, whether he taught h.s people the Decalogue? anfwered, that bee 

7. M;nL had not the Book located. Othersof them, that knew more of Jodfminde yet 

neither cared to pradife it, nor to teach cranfgrefTours, Gods waves thac fmners 
Pfal.51.13. might be converted unto him. ‘ 

I will alfo rejett thee , 3 And that with a witneffe ; with an unwonted and ex 
traordinary rejection, as the Hebrew word, Vecimafcka, ( not found eifewhere in 
TrcmeL » the Tame forme ) feemeth to import: God will kick f.ich Ignoramufs one of the 

Priefthood, caft them out of the hearts of his people, throw them to the dunnhdl 
as unfavoury fait; yeafo rejeft them, as never to be received a^ain E^E j- * 
God will fhake them out from hishoufe, and from his labou- Net, '< t* < T the’ 
Tirjhata did thofe Apoftate Priefts, Ezra 2.6}.) and lay’them by, Tr Token 
vends of which there is no further ufe: taking from them even that y Inch they 
feemed to have, Luke 8. 18. and blading their gifts. See Zech. u. u lt with the 
Note. 

Seeing thou haft forgotten the Law of thy God, ] i. All that holy learning which 
thou, being a Pried, oughteft to have and to hold in firme and frefh remembrance 
for the good of the poor people, which, by thy default, is of for lath of know- 

^ even the knowledge of falvation by the remijfon of their fins, which thou 
ihouldeft have given them, Luke 1. 77. not by infnfton, but by infirubtm: which is 
the Priefts proper office. But thou ( alas) had forgotten chat little of my Law. 
that thou once hadd attained unto,- and art grown as very a dolt and 'atard as 
Theodorus Ga±a (once a great fcholler, but) in his dotage fo ignorant, chat he knew 
not his letters, he could not read. Nay thou art not onely a filly AlTc, but a (low- 
belly *, all thy carets for fat.facrifices and benefices, thy wits arc in thy belly 
and thy guts in thy brains hence thy forgetfulneffe of my Law, and of my peopled 
welfare. The Arabicf Tranflation hath it thus, Inafmuch as thou haft lived this 
and the conflation, therefore I will rcjcEt and forget the*, & c . Demos forfook Paul 
and embraced this prefent world • yea he became afterwards a Pried in an Idol 
Temple at Thefatonica as Dorothea teftifieth. Tbe Vulgar Latin Tranflation ren- 
"3 h 'f TCX r ,n T tbe T 1 ' e 3 1 ! nine gender, quia obli-.a eft againft all Grammar and 
goodreafon: for the Lord here, fpeaketh to the Pried, and chiefly to the ch»ef 
EhlTlT faith Polanus, who fare was no woman: Un- 

lede the old interpreter, ( like another Balaams-afe ) would have this to have been 
fpoken againft the Sea of Rome, wherein Pope Joan fometime fate. Anno ZW/.854. 
Sure 1 is, that the Arch-pneftsof Rome are fo delighted in the feminine gender, 
that they had lather attribute the breaking of the ferpentshead to a woman, the 
Virgin Mary, then to the Man Chrift lefts : for in their lad Edition of the Latine 
Thus Gt ”' 3 ’ 15 ‘ W aC ° nteret tibi ca P Ht > She fall bruife thine head,Sec. 

I alfo will forget thy children ,] Thy fpiritual children, fayfome, even chat 

whole 
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whole people who falutcd their Prieds (as the Papifts do their Padres) by the name 
of Father and obferved their inditutes. But they do better that underftand the 
text of their naturdl children, whom God here threateneth to forget,rhat is, to put 
them by the Prieds office, as he chrcatned Eli. i ^w.2.20tand thrud out Abiathar 
1 King. 2.27. four-fcore years after. It is a drcadfull thing to be forgotten of 
God. We take it ill to be forgotten of a friend and to be as a dead man out of mind, 

Pfal. 31.12. O take heed that God forget not us and our children: thathecadnoc 
off the care and keeping of ns. He is fo libcrall a Lord and doth fo little forget our 
labour of love and patience of hope as that he provideth for the podcrity of his 
people, Pfal.69. 36. The feed alfo of the fervants fhall inherit it : and they that love 
his Name fall dwell therein. Who then would not .hire himfelf to luch a maftcr : 
who would not remember Gods Law and teach it others, if but for .‘ns poor chil- j 
drens fake who ellc will rue for it? -* 

Verf 7. As they Were increafcd 3 fc. in number, wealth and honour. Their pro- 
fperity undid them, they flourifhed at this time in Court and Country, they waxed 
fat and kicked. The Prieds are here accufed of detcdable ingratitude, and of uniitf- 
ferable pride and infolency. 

As they were multiplyed or tnagnifed , they have finned againft me that is, 
they have abufed my gifts to my great dilhonour. Like fed hawkes , they have 
forgot their mader. Nay, like yong mules, which when they have fucked, turn 
up their heels and kick their dam : fo did thefe haughty and haunty Prieds. Their pfdl.17.10. 
hearts were fat as greafe, they were inclofcd in their own fat, but they delighted not Pfal- 1 1 9- 70. 
in Gods Law. Cum ipfis opibm lafeivire caepit Ecclcfia. faith Platino. The Church , 
began to be r ich and wanton at once, rich and riotous. They had golden chalices 
but wooden Pried s,Rcpugnante contra tcipfumfelicitate tud,zs Salvian faith to the 
Church in his time : thy profperity is thy banc. What would he have faia if he had 
feen the Pope in his Princely State, thundering from his Capitoll, and heard theic 
big-fwoln titles o fPadre bencdiftofPadre Angelo, Archangelo,ChcrubinoScraphino &c. Spec. Europ, 
Ammianui Marcellinus a heathen hidorian inveigcdagaindtheBHhopsofRome, 
even in thofe purer times, for their pride and luxury. Odifaftum illiur ecclcfia faith 
Baftl, I hate the baughtineffe of that Wcdcrn Church. It caufcd the lamentable 
reparation of the Greek Church from the Latine : the other four Patriarchcs ( not 
Without the like prideand dornack) dividing themfelvcs from theBilKopofRome, 
and at their parting ufing thefe or the like words. Thy greatnefe w c k»ow, thy co- 
vetoufneffe we cannot fatisfe, t y encroaching we can no longer abide : live to thy felf. 

And yet if they could have held them there , and fhunned thofe evils which they 
blamed in others ( u alking humbly with God, and committing themfelvcs to him 
in well-doing) they might have flouridicd to this day. But wrangling away the 
truth, and contrafting rud with long cafe and profperity, God was forced to fcour 
off thac their rud with bloody War by the Turks. Of whom thefe Churches being 
in fear and danger, fled to carnall combinations : fent and fubjefted themfelvcs to 
the Bifhop of Rome that they might have his help. But all in vain: for fhortly af¬ 
ter, they were deftroyed, and loft all. God covered them with confufion, and 
turned their glory into fhame. So he hath done the Roman gloiy in part, and will 
do more every day. 

Roma diu titubans varijs erroribus atda, Parti Mtdujfy 

Corrttet: et mundi definet ifte caput • 

God will caft dirt in the faces oE proud prelates, be will ftain the pride of all glo- lfa.23.?. ? 

rycaft upon them with ignominy, reproach Pmu8.5. crufh their crown with a 
woe, Efay 28.1. change their glory (their dignicie and greatneffe wherein they 
gloried ) into fhame , not without much bitrerneffc in the change, as the Hebrew 
Word here ufed feemeth to import. Miferum enim eft,fuiffe felieem. 

Verf 8 .They eat up the Jin of my prop/ejehat is,the fn- offerings,as Exod.zy,! 4;This 
they might lawfully do, Levit.6. and 10.17. But they were greedy dogs • and looked 
everyone to his gain from his quarter, Efay 5.6.11. They winked at the peoples 
fins, and cared not what evils they fell into, fo that they would bring in ftorc of fat 
and good expiatory facrifices, which made for the Priefts advantage. They ate that 

F s on 
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on earth which they were to dilgeft in hell: they fed upon fuch diet as bred the 
, the worm of conference, that never dyes. Juft 1 'othePapifts do at this day : thev 
teach the people,though they fin, yet by giving mony for fo many Mafl'cs to be 
mumbled over, by a greafie Pneft, or by fo many indulgences and Dirges purchafed 
of the Popes pardon-mongers, they fhall be delivered, etiamfi, per impofftbilc, ma- 
trem Dei vitiajfent . I tremble to Englifh it. Tecehus told them fo in Germany • and 
got huge mattes of mony for the Popes coffers. The common fort of PapiftsVfbr 
want of better teaching ) will fay, When we have finned we muft conleffb : and 
Eum whcn we have confeffcd > we muft fin again, that we may confcffc again , and make 

Pfal.14. work for new indulgences and Jubilees. . But have thefc Workers of iniquity no know. 

lcdge,that cat up Gods people as they eat bread ? that drink up the blood of fouls,much 
more worth *!icn the lives, that Davids men had jeoparded to procure him the-water 
of the well of Bethlehem , which therefore he durft not drink of? This furely i; that 
filthy lucre Miniftcrs fhould be free from 1 Pet.^.z. Let all non-refidents look to 
it, that carry onely forcipes et multlrum thofe inttruments of a fooliffc fhepherd 
Zech.i 1.15. ( See the Note there ) feeding themfelves but ftarving the flock : an 
heavy account will they one day make to the Arch-ftaephcard, of this their facri- 
lcgious rapacity. 

and they fet their hearts on their iniquity. ] Heb. they lift up their fouls that is 
they not onely prick up their ears, as Danms expounds it to liften after fins and fin- 
offerings, but they greedily defire and earneftly look after fuch emoluments, fiich 
belly timber: being guU mancipia flaves to their guts, and wholly given up to 
gormandife. See the fame expreffion: and in this lenfe Jcr.xz.2j, Dent, 24.15. 

24.25. and compare the praftife of Popifh Priefts, who make infinite ^aiii 
of every thing almoft, as their ringing of Saints-bels, places of buriall, fdlin» of 
licenfes for marriage andmeates, felling of corpfcs and Sepulchres. Ail things*arc 
faleable and foluble at Rome .• and the favour of gaine fweer, though it come cut of 
a (linking ftewes, or Jewes counting, houfe. The Priefts had a trick by wires to 
make their Images here wag their chaps a pace, if fome good gift weie prdented: 
Ail,-and Mon. as if otherwife, tohangthelipincokcnofdifcontent. 

Verfe 9 . And there ftmll be people lil L e pricjlji. e. they (hall fliarc alike in pu-» 

mfhment, as they have done in fin neither fmli their priefthood proteft thcmjiny 
more then it did Elies two fons, whole white Ephod covered fc.ulc fins. A wkk- 
r ed Prieft is the worft creature upon earth. Who are devils but they that were one® 
angels of light ? and who fhall have their portion with the cfeviif and his ,iip C 1 s 
but thofe dehonefl amenta clcri malt moncta minify: , bad-liv J d mini it or; : ic^was 
grown to a proverb in times of Popery,that the pavement of hell was pitciic vvitift 
louldicrs helmets and fhavelings-crovvns. Letters alfo were framed and pub hiked 
as fent from hell: wherein the dcvill gave the Pop ifli clergy no fmali thanks, for, 
Matth.Parif. fo many millions of foules as by them were daily lent down to him The i'ifefts 
adAnn.iojs. might haply hope to be priviledged and provided for inacommon calamity, for 
their office-fake • As Chryfoftom faith that Aaron (though in the lame faulc with 
Miriam Numb. 12. 1: yet) wasnotfmitten with leproly as fhe, for the honour of 
to vis h- the Prieft hood,left fuch a foule difeafe on his perfon fhould redound to the difgrace of 
his ° ffice - But I rather think he efcaped by his true and timely repentance; where- 
teiAd. Lory]. by hc difarmed Gods indignation, and redeemed his own forrow and fhame. For 
God is an impartiall judge: neither is there with him relpeft of perfons ; Prieft and 
people fhall all be carried captive one with another (the priefts for the people, ac¬ 
cording to that of Efay, l am a man of poulltcd lips : for why ? I Ik e amour a pco - » 
fcfay tf. pie of polluted lips and have learned their language : and efpecially the people for the 

priefts Jer. 2J. 1 o. 14. 1 y from the prophets there goes profanenefle quite 
through the land ) fo they fhall tare the worfe one for another: they fhall all be in¬ 
volved in the fame punifhment. Onely it fhall be more grievous to the prieft ' by 
how much higher thoughts he had of himfelf: looking on the people as his under¬ 
lings, as they did Joh. 7. 49. 

and 1 will punijb them for their re aye s’} Heb. vifit them So Exod. 32 34 Jn the 
day when I vifit, l will vifit their fin upon them. God hath bis vifitation-daves 
wherein to vifit thofe vifitours the priefts; and his articles will be as ftrift and as t 
critical!( faith one) as ever was the inquifition of Spain, or Lambeth. It was 

therefore 


Chap. 4. theBrophecieof Hofea. 6j 

therefore good counfel that a Martyr gave his wife in a letter. Among all other pri- 
foners vifit your own foul, and fet all to rights there: for elfe, what will you do 
when God rifeth up ? and when he vifiteth, what will you anfwer him ? And lob 
that which Tertu/lian gave Scapula a Pagan perfecutor; Si nobis non partis, tibi J * 3I * 

, parcel ft non tibi. Cart hagini. God will furely make inquifition for our blood: 
therefore if thou wilt not fpare us, yet fpare thy felf: if not thy felf, yet (pare thy 
countrey, which muft be refponlible when God comes to vifit. 

and reWard them for their deedff Heb. 1 trill mafy to return your doings'. Hence 
this is well obferved by a good interpreter ; Sin paffeth away in the aft of it with 
much fweetnefle : but God will make it return back againe in the guilt of it, with 
much bitterneffc. 

Verfv 10. For they fhall cat and not have enough^ Onely they fhall be filled with 
their own wayes Pro v. 14. 14. but that is but to feed upon the wind with Ephraim 
Hof i2. 1. which brecdc-th nothing but troublefome belching, or a doglike appe¬ 
tite ( as they call it) that cannot be fatisfied. Thcfe greedy dogs the Priefts that did fau/d*. 
eat up the Jins of Gods people and thought to have full gorged themfelves there- a ^ elItHS 
with, they met with that fore plague of unfatisfiableneffe for the prefcnt(aman mS ' 
may affoon fill a chcft with wind as a foul with wealth 5 See Ecclef 5. 1 o. with nrcor**^***' 
the note) and for the future they coveted an evill covctoufncffe to themfelves, for quam corpus* 
they gat Gods curfe along with their evill gotten goods which will bring them* to a 4 k&' : v 

morfel of bread : they have not onely fuckt in the ayre, but peftilentiall ayre, that • - 

not onely not fills them, but kills them too. See the note on Hagg. 1. 6 . 

they fhall commit whordomc and fhall not incrcafe~\ The Chaldee renders ir. They 
fhall take wives, but fhall not beget fons. Sol & homo generant hominem faith the AriSIot 
Philolbpher : but uoleffe God the firft agent concurr, chat cannot be neither: ° * 

Loe, Children are an heritage of the Lord : and the ft uit of the Womb is his reward, Pfal. 137. 
faith David to his fon Solomon , who found it true by experience : for by all his 
wives and concubines (no leffe then a thoufand) he had but one fon chat wee read 
of and he was none of the wifeft ; nothing like Edward the fixe whom alone Henry 
the eight left (with his two lifters) to fucceed him : though he had fo many wives 
and concubines. YVantoonefle is a fin commonly punifhed with wantofpofterity.* 1 
efpecially when it is accompanied with obftinacy in evi ll courfes, as in Ahab • who, 
to croffe Gods threat of rooting out him and his poflericy, cook many wives ; and K - 
fo beftirM him, that he begat of them feventy fons, but with evill fucceffe: for 2 
they were all cut off in one day. Wicked men muft not think to tarry it againft: 

God: and to have their wils al difputa di Dio, as that prophane Pope faid • and 
as that graceleffe Ahatiah who fent a third captaine, after that the former two had 
been confumed with fire; as if he would defpitfully fpit in the face of heaven, and 
wrcftle a fall with the almighty. Let no man expeft to profper in unlawful! praftifes, 
to enerrafe by whoredome, as thefc profane priefts fought to do, that they might 
be foil of children ( anyhow) and leave the reft of their fubftancc to their babe9 
Pfal. ij. 14. But fertility is not from the meanes ( right or wrong ) but from the 
Authour ( many a poore man hath a houfe-full of children by one wife: whileft 
Solomon hath but one fon by many houfe-fulsof wives) and Job could tell that 
whoredome is a fire that confumeth to deftruftion, and would root out all hisin- 
crenkChap. 31. 12. 

becaufe they ha ve lift ojf to take heed to the Lord~\ God is not bound to render 3 
reafon of his proceedings, yet doth it ofc as here, that he may be juftified, and eve¬ 
ry mouth flopped. Their Apoftafy is here fhew J d to be the caufe of their calami¬ 
ty. Time was when they took fome heed to God and his wayes; they kept dofe 
to him, and obferved his commandements to do them, ( as the word here impor¬ 
ted ) but now they had lift off to be wife, and to do good, (Pfal, 36. 3.)untill 
their iniquity was found to be batefull, and themfelves altogether filthy Pfal. 53.3. 
wicked doers againft the covenant Dan, 11. 30. 32. Apoftates cannot chufc un¬ 
to themfelves a worfe condition 2 Pr*. 2. 20. 22. Mat . 12. 43. 45. let them I 0 *?* 9 f 
look to it. Hath ever any waxed fierce againft God and profpered ? even of late 
my people is rifen up againft me as an enemy Mic. 2, 8. but what will they do in 
the end thereof ? 

Verfc II. Whoredome and Wine and neW wine have taken away the heart ] i. e. 

have .. . 
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have robbed my people of themfelves, and laidabeaftin their roome. Anvlnfr 
allowed and wallowed m will eate out the heart of grace • and at length all 
out of the heart Hence temporizers grow in time fo faplefTe, heateletfe and heart 
leflc to any good : fome unmortified luft or other there is, that as a worme lictli 
grubbing at the root, and makes all to wither: that, like a drone in a hive m ove 
a great waiter; that, as a moth in fine cloth, confumes all: or, as the Voh c oFv 

the /a\¥ UtS < T 9r ¥* ° f the , fire: r ° here * Buc ab °^ all others, fenfuaU fins 
and flelhly lulls (fuch as are,here inftanced whoredome and drankennc(Cc\l Q 
waragamftthcfouIe iiV 2. n. do takeaway the heart: they befot and into- 
ate a man they rob him of his reafon, and carry away his affeftions &c. Grace is> 
feated in the power of nature. Nowtl.efe carnal! fins difable nature: and lb fee it 
in a greater di fiance from grace They make men, that formerly feemed ro-ive 
light as a candle to become as a firaff in a locket, drowned in the tallow: or°ns a 
quagmire which fwa lowes up the feed lown upon it, and yields no increafe. ' v ho 
are voyd of the fpirit but fuch as are/tv.yW ? Jude. ib. l9 . And who are they that 
fay unto God, depart from «r, but thofe that dance to the timbrel and harp See. ?ob. 
21. II. They faW God and did eat and drink. Exod. 24. n. that is, % fome 
though they had feen God, yet they turned againe to fcnfuall plea lures: as if it 
y . . . re fer enc e to that eating, and drinking, and rifing up to play, upon the dedica- 

iu'JfcS" °f th ? r C ? lf \ W b h Y a r P , refc "' ly arifiulc writeth of a pared of croon J 

' ‘ m Slcl ‘y *at ftndcthforth fuch a (bong fmcil of fragrant flowers to all the fields and 
grounds thereabouts, that no hound can hunt there ; thefentisfo confounded 
with the fweet fmell of the flowers. Let us fee to it that the plcaflires of fin take 
not away all fent ( and fenfe too ) ol heavenly delights: that the flefli as a Sv r en 
befoole not wisdomesguefls, and get them away from her Prov . 9 16 a s’ 
tels of a whore thatboafted, that (he could ealily get all Socrates his Schollers from 
him, buc he could not recover one againe from her. Indeed none that <*o unto h- 
return agame, faith Solomon Prov. 2. 19. for Ihe gets their hearts froni>.''m • '4 
David found, and Solomon complained. David was never his own worth- 
after he had moyled himfelf with chat beaftly fin. And Solomon when he 1 o n e 
himfelfto wine and women (though his mother had fufficiently warned Imp 
3 ‘- ?• + ) he quickly took bold offolly EcclcJ.z. 3. bisfcnfualkies i-.isfdriB 

and diflolved him, & brought him tofo low an ebb in grace, that many queftion !-,;«• 
lalvation. Bellarmine reckons him among reprobates : but J like ne. his h',d -cm ir 
Let miniftersof all men ( this is fpoken of the Pricfls chiefly as fome tin '4 
it that they fly flefhly luffs: that they exhort the joaaur women wi’bth 
Panlbids Timothy : and drink/if a«y,ycc burj a littl/rrin,for their foatihs) - 4 - re’ 
membnng that the fins of feathers are teachers of fins • and t; -r their cvm| ,yV'- 1 
fes fly far upon thofe two dangerous wings of Example and Hvidail 44 ' : iW 
fhould be no wine-bibbers or Alcfiak.es i Tim. 3.3. t:b m *%is foli.dti dc m, ;V •• • -m 
de vero i magis ament mundi dclic ias tjmm Chrifii divitias'f left bcin «lovers sftLa 
fare more then lovers of God 1 that fhould befall them that Solemn forotdleth 
Venter Mans ^Vi 3 ' thine ^^a 11 behold ftrange women, and thine heart final ittcmer- 
merofpuwtin ycrfechmgs A belly filled with wine foamech out filthinefle faith Micron;. \Vinc 
libidmem. Hie- * s ^e milk oiPcnus faith Another. Pina parantanimos P’eueri fiirh a third V>’hore- 
Oviffdm uftlcred in b V dl- « n kenneffe : Hence they fland fo clofe together in 

m,d. Amt. jj M ^ a , kcmnfii Ui fiock , llhM ; „ dlcir Jm wl ,; ch 

l ^fi ,mc dT C J'FV sHc ^ k - i ‘ :hcMs ' 1 El;c bra2 ™ ferpenf ( when it 
was 'dolizcdbythepeoplc) Nck«l)n«n , or a piece of tail's: andss W«r 
AS. & mo„. mart yr called the Mood in Pauls a Jackfmpcs, and as the poet, in cbntcn.pt ofhis 
own God P napus 3 brings him in faying 1 

ffar <tr. Olim truncus eram ficulnus , inutile liqmsm . 

Steihatgra- 

S ° ' ha Fro P Ilet , cry « upon the houfe oflfrael, for faying r. . fleck, thm 
imdfft %!.$£ ier Af nd "A° m l,m hali . 6rm i ht ”>e forth , Jtr. a. 27. But to fuch 
Efay. 44.11. fcHlelcfie practifes men fall many times, when they grow fen (nail Sec 2 The/. 2. 10. 

Xiutin Ue. ^ 17 5 ‘ SpintU wboredome 3 and bodily go ufually together. Rivet tels us t 

™ h here 
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here of a Noble-man that went one of the Church from hearing mafs into the very ' 

next houfe where he kept a whore; and faid to the by-ftanders^ a d mi h 

famumtjit umum that there isbut one ftep from the maffeto a whore- 

houfe. 

f* d ‘bi'Ml that is faith KM their falfe-prophets upon whom they Icane. , 
andby whom they arc led as a blind man by his ftaff. But I rather think it is 
meant of Rabdomancy a kind of odd way of diviniag by rods and ftaves as Nebst 
chain,ror-or is brought in doing E aj. 2 a. and was common in thofe Eaftern 
parts: Or clfe hereby are meant the Southlayers and Magicians rods as Exod 7 , 2 
JC ‘f fa L d ^ ’ at Tf°t’v,orfhi pp ed leaning upon,he top of his find and 
thereby lifting up Ins body to do reverence to God, where the Vulgar text, omlttin* 
the preplition, hath committed a manifeft errour, in faying thab Jacob worfiippcd 

t uM f Z °? 'a th T l 1311 bera fome P' aure tbe « ingraven: 
the Hebrew is towards thcMc-head. And it is certaine that Jacob worlhipped none 
but God: and bowed himfelf either towards the beds-head, or leaning upon his 
Uaff, to ceftifie his humility, faith and hope, which adoration how far it was from 
the worlhipping of Images ( which the papifts vrge from this place ) who fectli 
not ? J 

for the jpirit of whore domes hath caufed them to errej That unclean fpirit Zech. i g 
2. thedevilHwhoisecfeA 0 ^ ? ,l fas Synefms faith, a delighcerin idois^) drives them 
fttauicotmpetu, to commit: whoredome both fpirituall and corporall with flrength 
of affection. Now if that fpirit of errour i Jon. 4. 6. and ofgiddinelTe Efa 19 T4. 
caufemento erre, .and.carry them with a vehement Impetus to idol-worfhin ( whidi 
mdeed is dcv.I-worfliip ) what wonder ? men that are chat way bent know not of 
what fpirit they are* v little chink that they are adedand agitated by the devill 
Opraywich David pal. 143. 10. chat tfaac good fpiricof God may lead us into 
all truth and hohnefle. 

and they are gone a Whoring from under their God~^ i. e. from under the yoke of 
his obedience : they are gone out of his precinds, and therefore alfoout of his 
protection: as a whore that forfaketh her husband, and is therefore worthily caft 

, °f[ C ' The yf acr f ce u ? on the t0 P s °f mountains ., and burn incenfe upon the 

his Ohc J as nearer to heaven 5 and in an apifh imitation of the Patriarches, who, 

b nl° re ul T l lbe ™ ac e was { et U P> facnficed ^ high places ( as Abraham on moon? 

Mortah &c.) that their bodyes being mounted aloft, they might the better life up 
their hearts and eyes to heaven, faying as it were to all worldly cares and cogitati¬ 
ons as Abraham - did to his fervants whom he left at the foot of the hill. Abide you Gen. «. 5 , 
here With the Affe. Hierom upon this place hath this Note : Ifrael faith he loveth 
high places, for they have forfaken the high God : and they love the fha^ow 
having left the fnbftance. But what could be more abfurd then to think as they 
did that God who is ommprefent, was necrer to them on hills and high places 
and further off them in vallyes. See Efay 57, 7 . 6. 13. Thilthey had 

partly alto learned of the heathens; from whomncverthelefTe God had (hue them 
up as it were in an l fland ( fo their land is called ) that having little commerce with E&v ?0 
them, they might not learn their manners. But our nature is very catching this * 
way: and doth as eafily draw and fuck Idolatry to it, as the loadflone doth iron 
or Turpentine fire. 7 

underoafa and Poplars , and Elmes , becaufe thefhadoW thereof is roodl So they 
proceed from one eviH to another • for fin is infinite and when a man is fafn 
down one toundrot Hels ladder, he knowes not where he fhailftop, or how he fhall 
ftep back. Ihefe Idolaters as they had their high places in imitation of the Patri- 
arks; fo their groves of fhady trees confecrated to their idols • to ftrike reverence 
into their hearts as they conceited, and for the greater folemnity. Sin comes 
. commonly clothed with a fliew of reafon Exod. 1. xo . Come let us deale Wifely 1 

SnHinJ 4 yCC cver y fiPr^^fool Pr 0 t/. 28. 15 . It will fo bleare the under- 
(tanding that a man fhall think:he hath reafon to be mad, and tl.at there is fome 
lence in finning, but efpecially will-worfhip hath a fijcwof wisdoms ColoC. 2. aofutt 

if'Hf thew0l ' d tbere fignifieth, the very quinteffenceof 
it. Hence the I apifts write Rattonals, whole volumes of reafon for their rites and 

ceremonies 




ceremonies in Divine fervice, (the fliadow is good fay thcle therefore, we gee under 
See Dr. Shd- trees) And lobn Hunt, a blafphemousPapift, in his humble Appendix to King 
dons mark °f James, Chap.6. was noc afraid to fay. That the God of the Proteftants, is the moft 
the peajt.fem- linc ] v j] an d evil-mannered Cod of all thole, who have borne the name of Gods up¬ 
on the earth : yeaworfc then Pan, God of the Clowns, which can endure no ce¬ 
remonies nor good manners at all. O tongue, worthy to be pulled out, cut in gob¬ 
bets, and driven down the throat of this hideous blalphemer : for he could noc buc 
know the God of the Proteftants ( as he fcornfully termech him ) to be the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghoft. Did not Rabfbaksh rail after this rate upon good 
Plezxkizh, for taking down the high-places, and Altars of God ( as he called them ) 
which yet God well approved of? z King. 18. zz. Mr. Boroughs maketh mention 
of a Lady in Paris, who when fhe faw the bravery of a Proccfiion to a Saint, fihee 
cried out, Oh how fine is our religion beyond that of the Huguenots : They have a 
mean and bcggerly religion, but ours is full of folemnity and bravery, &c. The 
Catholikes in their Supplication to King lames for a Toleration plead, that their 
religion is ( inter cat era ) fo pleafing to nature, and fo futable to fenfe andreafon, f 
that it mull therefore needs be the right. A proper Argument furely : and not all 
out fo convincing as that of Cenalis Bifhop of Auranches, who writing againft the 
Chriftian Congregation at Paris , and balely flandering their meetings, as if they 
ift.&Mon were to maintain whored ome, will in concluflon needfully prove (if he could) the 
Catholikes to be the true Church, becaufe they had bells to call them together • but 
the Huguenots had claps of Harquebuzes, or Piftolets, for that purpofe,& - 

Therefore your daughters /ball commit Vohoredome,^] Impun'e , they finlldo it, 
and for a puniftiment of your Idolatry: and inafmuch as you have pioftituted 
your fouls ( that is, my fpoufe) to the devil, your houfes (hall be -v lorehoufcs, to 
your utter difgrace and heart-break. Certain it is, that where there >.* moil Idolatry, j 
there is mod adultery; as at Rome, which is nothing elfe but a great brothel-houfe, 
and hath fully made good that of the Poet 

Roma quod inverfo delcElaretur amore, 

Nomen 4 b inverfo nomine fecit Amor. 


cLvufju&ia.. 


/fom.8, in 
Exod.20. 


Thus God punifhed the idolatrous Ethnikes, by delivering them up, to pajfions 
of difbonour, or vile affeftions; to Sodomicical prattifes, which did abafe them be¬ 
low chofefour-footed beafts which they adored, Rom. 1. 23,24,&c. Soint put off 
all manhood,became dogs,worfe then dogs,fcalded in their own greal'e, >>erje 27. and 
this is there called, a meet rccompenfe , fuch as God here threicneth. Mr. Li vely 
(a very learned Interpreter ) thinketh that when God faith here, your daughters 
fhall commit \Mhoredome , and your daughters in law (for fo he renders it) fUall com¬ 
mit adultery ,he meaneth it not ofvoluntary whoredome, but of that which is forced: 
according to that of Amos to Ama*iah Chap. 7.17. therefore thus faith the Lord, 
thy \\>ife fhall be an harlot in the City : and thy formes and daughters flsall f !l 
by the JWorJ, err. that is, thy wife fhall be ravifhed by the enemy. Theodora alfo is 
of the fame judgement. 

Vetfc 14. 1 will not pnnifbyour daughters, \X>hen they commit whoredome, q. d. 
I will not once foul my fingers with them, or be at pains to corred them : but they 
fhall take their Twinge in fin, for me, &c. Origen in a certain Homily quoting this 
Scripture, faith , Vis indignantis Dei terribilem voccmaudire , &c. Will you hear 
the terrible voice of a provoked God ? hear it here, I will not punifij,&c. You fhall 
be without chaftifemcnc, for an argument that you are baftards and not Tons. Ne¬ 
ver was Jerufaiems condition fo defperate, as when God faid unto her, My fury, 
/ball depart from thee , I will be quiet and no more angry , Ezek-16. 42. Fcri Demine,, 
feri, cried Luther, Strike Lord, ftrike, and fpare not. 


Ferre minora volo , n'e graviora feram . 


There is not a greater plague can befall a man, then to profper in finfull pradli- 
fes. Bernard calleth it, mifericordiam omni indignatione crudeliorem , a killing 1 
courtefie, E*ekj, 3.20. I ill lay a flumbling-bloc!^ before him -, that is, faith Va¬ 
tu bins. 
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iabltts, I will profper him in all things, and not by affiidion reftrain him from fin 
Job furely counts it for a great favour to forry man, that God accompts him Job 7.17,1s, 
worth melting, though it be every morning ; and trying, though it be every mo¬ 
ment. And teremy calleth for corredion, as a'thing that he could not well be with¬ 
out, Corn ft me O Lord • &c. 

For themfelves are Separated with whores, God feemeth to fpeak this to others * - 
by change of perfon : Ac fi puderct ipfum cum putidis birds verba facere as if he 
were afhamed to fpeak any longer to fuch flanking goats. Separates they were but 
of the worlt fort: they feparattd themfelves with harlots , they gat into by-corners 
far from company ( fpecially of thofe that know them ) that they might more freely 
adfilthineffe. But what could the Heathen fay, Turpe quid atturus, Te fine tefie Au f on - 
time. Confluence is a thoufand witneffes: and men muftnot think long to lie hid: 
for God will be a fW'ift wit nejfe againfl the adulterers , Mai. 3.5. and, it may be, 
bring tinm into all evil, in the middeft of the Congregation and ajfembly, Prov.5. 14. 

See the Notes on both places. Some render it. They beget baftards , fi'ch as the 
Mule is ( which alfo hath his name pend, from this root) Or they fhall be unfr uit- ijpparedr 
full as the Mule. Wantonnefle is commonly punifhed with want of children. ( See 
the note above on verfe io.)Thofe children that they had took after them,it appear¬ 
ed! here : they were naught by kind, as being an adulterous g r ^ration, a feed of 
evil-doers, a race of rebels ; and therefore it was no matter, how little they multi¬ 
plied. Let thofe that have children, and others under their charge, keep home as 
much as may be , and not be feparate from their families ( with whores efpecially ) 
left their daughters mean-while commit whoredome , ( counted but a trick of youth a 
fin that that (lippery age may eafily flip into, and not eafily be deferied, Pro. 30.1 9.) 
and their fp»u/es commit adultery, by occafion of their leud abfence, and to cry 
quittance with them at home. Let them alfo make Nebuchadw**ars law, that 
none under their roof, fay, or do ought againft the God of heaven ; and them- Dan -3 
felvcs befirftin the pradtife of it, asfo many living lawes, walking ftatutes; fo 
may they hope to keep their houfes chaft, and honeft, and provide for the credit 
and comfort both of themfelves and of theirs. 

And they facrifice with harlots, [] Heb. Holy-ha riots, facr i fi cing- h a r lots, fuch as 
Solomon fpeakethof, Prov. 7.14- and as thofe wicked women that lay with Elies 
fonnes at the door of the Tabernacle, 1 Sam.z.zz. Or as King Edward thefourth, 
his holy whore , as he ufed to call her, that came to him out of a Nunnery, when he s P eed - 
lift to fend for her. His kinfman Lewis the eleventh of France, ( knowing his dif- 
pofition ) invited him to the French Court, promifing him his choice of Beauties 
there, and adding Adhtbtbimus tibi Cardinalem Burbonium, then fhall Cardinall Comin ‘ 

Burban fhrieve you, and abfolve you of all your mifdoings, &c. 'Tis well enough 
known what foul work the Heathens made at their facr a Eleufinia,Bacchanalia, Lu- 
pe cAia, priapeia i the fame with the Sacrificing to Baal-Peor, as Hierom holds. ) 

And to thefe this Text may feem to refer^and this people too have feparated them¬ 
felves to that ftiame. 

Therefore the people that doth not underfiand , fhall fall. ] Heb./ball be beaten, 
as fome render it, /ball be perplexed, and troubled, fo as they know not what to do, or 
how to help themfelves, as Aben-e*ra from the Arabic/^. The Chaldee interprets^, 
collidetur, fhall be dafhed in pieces. Ignorance is much inftanced and threatned in 
this Chap, three or four feverall times at leaft. Not becaufe men fin onely by igno- 0 } 
ranee, as the Platonifis think: but 1. to aggravate the hatefulnefle of thisfinne, ejf ignorant! 1 J 
which men ufe fo to excufe and extenuate. 2* to taunt and abafe the rebellious na¬ 
ture of man, who now is fet in grofle ignorance, and ready to pitch headlong into 
hell,-as the juft guerdon of his afpiring and reaching after forbidden knowledge.' 

3 * becaufe ignorance ( atfeded efpecially ) isthefource of many fins, and amain 
fupport of Satans kingdome. .See the Notes above on verfe/ 1, 6, &c. 

Verfe 15. Though thou \frael play the harlot,yet let not htdah ojfend.~\ Left if God 
lofe his glory among them too,he lole it altogether. ludah was grown almoft as good 
as Ijrael, ( in the dayes of that ftigmatick Aha*, efpecially, 2 Chron. 28.) Abotibn- 
mah, as Ahohbah, Ecr£. 16. But let it not befo, faith the Prophet, fith noc to be 
warned by the harmes of another, is a juft both prefage and defert of mine. Altc - 
rius igitnr perditio tua fit cautio. Seeft thou another fhipwrackt ? look well 1 ca 
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thine own tackling. God will take that from Jfrael, that he will not from Judah - 
because thefe had many means and priviledges, that the other had not; as the Tem¬ 
ple, Prfcfts, Ordinances, &c, Now, good-turnes aggravate unkindnefles; and mens 
offences are increafed by their obligations. I udah was and would be therefore the 
worfe, becaufe they ought to have been better. And God can better bear with 
aliants, then with his own people, when they offend. The Philiftims may cart the 
Ark, but if David do it, wo be to V^ah. You onely haue I known of all the fa¬ 
milies of the earth, therefore, ( whofoever fcape) I will punifh you for all iniquities, 
Amos 3.2. The unkindneffeof your fins is more then all the reft: it grieves Gods 
Spirit, and goes neer his heart,&c. 

Come not je unto Gilgal, neither go ye up to Bethavtnfif Alias Bethel, thehoufc 
of God, fo called by Jacob, who there had vifions of God, and faid. How fear- 
full is this place ? It is even the houfe of God and gate of heaven. Buc now it was 
become the hate of heaven, and gate to deftru&ion, as being abufed to idolatry. 
Corruptio optimi fit pejftma. Bethel is become Beth-aven, the houfe of iniquity and 
mifery, of fin and of forrow: for their forrows (hall be multiplied that batten after 
another God, Pfal. 16. 4. The word there rendred forrows, fignifieth alfo idols , 
Qnaifabim. Pfal. 115. 4. and 106. 3$. becaufe they that worfliip them, are fure of for¬ 
rows. 

Come not therefore to Gilgal Gilgal was the key of Canaan, feituate be¬ 

tween Jordan and Jericho , famous for fundry fervices there performed to God, as 
were eafie to inftance; buc now bafely abufed to Idol-worfhip. Hence this charge 
( and the like in Amos chap. 5.5.) not to come neer it; and the rather becaufe it 
Exod.23.7. wasa border Town, and fo more dangerous Keep thee far from an evil matter > # 
Prov.S-8. faith Mtfes, Come not nigh the doors of the harlots houfe , faith Solomon. From finch 

1 Tim.tf. 5 . fiand off, or keep aloof, faith Paul. Shun them as the Sea-man doth fands and 
ssXj\e#&r pelves, as the fame Apoftles word imports, 1 Thefi 3 <6. A man cannot touch fuch 
pitch, but hee fhall be defiled : nor live any while in Mauritania, but hee (hall be 
difcoloured. Cum futris Rome , esc. Let them look to it that fo much affed to fee 
Italy, Rome, the Pope, the Mafle,&c. Lint what doft thou here Elias ? may God 
well fay, as 1 King. 19.9. What protection haft thou here, eitherfrominfe&ion of 
fin, or inflidion of punifhment ? Saith not the heavenly Oracle, Come out of her 
my people , that ye be not partakers of her fins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. 
Rev. 18.4. Mr. Afcham ( fthool-mafter to Queen Elizabeth) was wont to thank 
God, that he was but nine dayes in Italy 1 wherein, he faw in that one Cicy of Venice 
more liberty to fin, then in London he ever heard of in nine yeers. Andisitfafe 
prefling into fuch peft-houfes ? tampering with fuch temptations ? TertuUian tells 
of a Chriftian woman, who being at a play, was pofleflbd of a devil. And when 
he was asked by thofe that came to call him out, how he durft poflefle one that was 
a Chriftian, heanfwered, I found her in mine own place. Take heed therefore, ye 
come not where the devil hath to do. He that doth fo, and yetprayes. Leade ns 
not into temptation , may as well thruft his finger into the fire, and then pray that it 
may not be burnt. 

Nor [wear, 7 he Lord liveth : ] i. e. Swear not by Godand Malcham, Zcph.1.5. 
Matth.tf.a3. make not a mixture of religions; halt not between two opinions, think not to ferve 
a Cor.tf.15. two mafters. What agreement hath Chrift with Belial, or the Temple of God with 
D.WallEpiJl- Ic *ols? Caft away ( faith one to a neuter pafii ve, Nicodemus ) either thy wings, or, 
to W.L. thy teeth: and loathing this Bat-like nature, be what thou art, either a bird, or a ’ 
beaft. There were ( belike) in Judah, that thought they could both frequent places 
of Idol-worfhip, and ferve Jehovah, fwearing by his Name. God will have none of 
that : if he be ferved by men at all, he muft be krved tmely ; that tbjerebe no 
halting , and totally, that there be no halving. To fwear vere, rite , jufle, as Jer.^. i. 
is a piece of Gods iervice, and we may well reckon it amongft our good-works. But 
to fwear by Idols, or before Idols, made to reprefent the true God ( as thofe bugges 
at Dan and Bethel, &c.) or by the creature, Matth. 5,24. is utterly unlawful!. It 
is a great dishonour to God; and a great difhonour to our felves alfo: for we al- 
wayes fwear by the greater, Heb. 6.16. 

Jk/aiKK Verfe 16. For Jfrael fiideth back, as a bacl^-fiiding heifer,^} Juvenca petulca, 

’m&trpuovi as an unruly heifer, which both kicketh againft the milk-pail, and wrigglech againft 

the 
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the yoke. oAs a mad Co\X>, fo the Septuagint. Mr. Dearing told Queen E lizat- 
beth in a Sermon, that whereas once fhe wrot in fVoodftock. windowes, Tdnquam 
avis, as a flicep to the flaughter. Now fhe was tanquam indomita juvenca, ns an 
untamed heifer: and might well fear left God would feed her as a lamb in a large 
place as here, and feed her 'with his rod, as Mich, 7. 14. The Chaldee rendreth, 

: ft cut bos qui Jaginatur & recalcitrat , as an Ox that waxeth fat and kicketh. But the 
Hebrew word is feminine : and in all creatures, the female is obferved to be more 
headlong and headftrong. 

Scilicet ante omnes furor efi infignis equarum. 

Heifers alfo are more wilde, wanton, and untraftable : noting the children of Vng ' 
difobediencc, thofe refraftary rebels: that, as falfe jades will not fiand and pull, 

(as countrey-men call it) fee their fhoulders to the yoke, and their fides to the 
work, but give in and kick againft the prick. 

Now the Lord W'i/l feed them as a lamb in a large place . “J i. e. He will keep them 
ihorc, as an heifer kept in a fheep-pafture, where there is nothing for her to bite 
on, it is fo bare. A lamb can live where an heifer cannot: a lamb can pick up the 
grafle of ;thc wildernefle, and pick a living out of it. God threatneth thefe hei¬ 
fers, they fhall have henceforth fhort commons. Thus Gualtker carries it. Mercer 
will have it thus: I will feed them as a lamb, i. e. daintily and plentifully, that be¬ 
ing the fooner fatted, they may be fitted for thefhambles. Other thus, and I 
think better, he fhall feed them , that is, punifh them, ( as Mich. 5. 4, 6. & 7.14.) 
as a lamb , one Angle fuccourleffe lamb, that goes bleating up and down in the wide 
waft wildernefle, having none to tend it, or take care of it: it fhall be all alone in a 
large plree. How much better and fafer were it to be in Gods fold : where (though 
pinde, or pent up in a .narrower room, yet) Gods lambs are fure to be fed daily and 
daintily. Whereasthofe thataffeft freedom from Gods fervice, and bold them- 
felves at beft cafe when they have elbow-room enough to fatisfie their lufts without 
reftraint or controul, they fhall be fed with Gods rod, Mich. 7. yea they fhall finde 
that he hath two rods, beauty and bonds, Zech.i i .7 the latter for thofe that flight 
the former. Or if he feed them as a lamb iq a large place, alone,and at random,they 
will quickly become a prey to the Wolf, and foon have enough of that wilde liberty 
that they fo much affedted. 

Verfe 17. Ephraim is joyned to idols , let him alone. ] Ephraim , that is, the ten <■ 
revolted Tribes, who are called Ephraim in oppofition to Judah. 1. Becaufe that 
Tribe was the greatefl. of the ten. z. Jeroboam the ring-leader of that revolt, was 
of that Tribe. 3^ They fell off at Shechem, which was in that Tribe, and from 
thenceforth was joyned, or agglutinated to idols. as the fornicatour is to his har¬ 
lot, with whom he becometh one fiefl): and from whom there is no diflwading him. 

Some fetch the Metaphor from Enchanters; who by their conjuring Art have fo- 
cietyand fellowfhip with the devils; foliad Ephraim with idols: and like an en¬ 
chanted perfon he could not ftir from them, but flood fattened to them as to a 
flock or ftakc. The Tyrians, when befieged by Alexander , fearing the departure of 
their god Apollo from them, laid chains upon hisftatuc, and fattened him to his 
Temple. Ephraim was fo fattened to his fray-bugs ( terriculis , fo Junius renders 
this Text ) that there is no likelihood, of his being fundred from them: he had 
taken fall hold of deceit, ler. 8.5. and would not loofe his hold. Let him alone, 
therefore, faith either God to the Prophet ( lay out no more words, lofe no more 
labour upon him) or the Prophet to Judah ; let them even go, have nothing to do 
with them, though they be your-brethren, meddle not with them, let Chrift alone 
t * deal with them at his coming : Maranatba, the Lord cometh. Mean-while, they 
lie under a drcadfull fpirituall judgement, worfe then all the plagues of Egypt: even 
a dead and dcdolent difpofition, wherunto they are delivered. This is worfe then to 
be delivered to Satan.* forfo a man may be, and recover out of his fnare by re¬ 
pentance, as the inceftuous Corinthian did: but when God fhall fay. Let fuch a man 
alone, let him take his courfe, I have done with him, and let my Minifters trouble 
thcmlclves no more about him,there is thenceforth but an inch betwixt him and hell, 
which even gapes for him, where he fhall rue it among reprobates. Weil he may 
flourifh a while,and feel no hurt; as Saul did not of many years after his reje&ioq : * 
and as the Phavifecs, after Chrift had faid of them. Let them alonejhey are blind lea - 
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Mac 15 ders of the blind. But they (hall pine&fwelter away in their iniquities Lev. 26. 39. 

3 ’ * which is die laft of thofe difmall plagues there threatened : they (hall hot be purged 

till Gods wrath hath retted upon them, 24. 13. fo that now they may go 

and ferve every one his idols, fith they have fuch a mind to it, £*«*£. 20. 39. and 

fith they have made a match with mifehief, they may take their belly-full of 
it. Oh let us feare, lelfc this fhould be any of our cafes: that God (liquid 
fay let him alone , he is rcfol.ved of his way, and I of mine: he will have his 
fwingeinfm, and I am bent to have my full blow at him. Iam fully perfwaded 
<f ( faith a Reverend man now with Gpd ) that in thefe dayes of grace, the Lord is 1 
Ct much more quick and peremptory in rejecting men, then heretofore: the time is' 
“(horter, neither will he wait lo long as he ufed to do. See for ground of this 
Hcb. 2. 3. God is oft quick in the offer of his mercy : Go and preach the Goflel , 
jaith Chrijt ( Go and be quick: cell men what to truft to, that as fooles, they may 
not be femper viCluri ever about to be better, but never begin to fet ferioufly to 
work) He that beleeveth {ball be faved : he that beleeveth not flaU be damned : I 
(hall not longer dally with him. Dcftruftion cometh and they (hall feek peace, 
and there (hall be none. Mifehief flail come upon mifehief , and rumour upon ru¬ 
mour : then flail they feekjtvifion of the Prophet : but the Uw flail perifl font the 
Vriefi, and cour.fcl fi-om the ancient ore. £^ek- 7. if. 26. when men are even 
dropping into hell, and have an hell afore-hand in their conferences, then they’le 
fend iiaftily for the minifter, as they did in the (vveating-fickneffe here, fo long as 
the fervent'neffe of the plague lafted : Then the Minifters were fought for in every 
comer, you mud: come to my Lord, you muft come to my Lady, &c. But what if 
God have faid of fuch a one. Let him alone , as he reproved Samuel for mourning 
for Saul, and as he forbad Jeremy to pray for the Jewes, and his Apofiles to take 
care for the Pharifecs ?' Oh how dreadfull is that mans condition ! and what can a 
2 King 6 27 Minifter fay more then what the king of Ifraelfaid to die woman that complained 
* * to him of the fcarcity of Samaria If the Lord help thee not, whence flail l help thee ? 
out of the barnc-fioore,or out of the Winepreffe: If any dram of comfort be applied to a 
wicked man, the truth of God is falsified,and that Minifter will be reckoned amongft 
Ezek. 13.18. ^ 1C devils dirt-dawbers & upholders,that daWb with untemper'd morter &fo\\? pillowcs 
under mens elbowes ; Let fuch alone therefore,and let God alone to deale with them. 

Verfe 18. Their drin^is fowre ] That is, they are paft grace, and it is now paft 
time a day to do them good .- for thou feed how the matter mends with them, even 
as foWre alemcnds infummer ; and how they even (link above ground,as P fal 14. 2. 
Vina probantur odore, colore, fapore &c. but their wine hath neither good colour, 
fmell, nor favour, or taft ; ids dead and gone, and they are as trees twice dead and. 
Jude. rotten, and therefore pulled up by the roots, fuch as the Latines call vappa , that is 

paft the bell, and now good for nothing, See Efay 1. 22. what life or fweetneffe 
can be in Apoftates: yea how fowre and unfavoury to fuch are all flelhly com¬ 
forts ? They ufe to drink away their terrours, and drive away their melancholy 
dumps with merry company. But will that hold ? what are fuch plafters better 
then the devils Anodynes, then his whittle, to call men off from better praftifes? 
there is a cup in the hands of the Lord, it is full of mixture but extreme fowre: and 
the very dregs thereof all the wicked of the earth ftiall wring them our, and drink 
them up, Pfal. 75. 8. though it be eternity to the bottom. 

■ they have committed whoredome continually ] Here they are taxed for whoredome, 
as before for drunkenneffe (fo fome carry it) and afterwards for covetoulhefle. This 
is that flagitiorum triga , whereby the Prophet peiffwadeth Judah to (hake off Ifrael, 
as not fit to be converfed with. He had charged them before with fornication of 
both forts: here he (heweth how unwearied they were in their wickedneffe, and 
withall howintenfe, for fornicando fornicati / unt, they have done wickedly as they 
could, they have eeked out their idolatries, and adulteries, and though wearied 
and even wafted with the multitude of their wickedneffes, yet they have not given 
over but are unfatisfiable, and would fin in perpetnum : as that filthy fornicatour 
who faid he would defire no other heaven but to live for ever on earth, and to be 
.carried from one brothel-houfe to another. She hath wearied her f lf with lies ; 
and yet her great feum went not forth out of her: Therefore flail it be in the fee. 
E^ek^z 4. 12. Therefore (hallgracelefle wretches be tormented for ever, bccaufe 

they 
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they would fin for ever: and therefore Buffer all extreamity, becaufe they do wick- M \ c - 
edly with both hands earneftly : wofully wafting the marrow of their time, the flow¬ 
er of their age, the ftrength of their bodies, the vigour of their fpirics, intheper- 
fuit of their lufts, in the froth and filth whereof is bred that worme thac never di- 
eth : which is nothing elfe but the furious refleftion of the foul upon its own on«e 
wilful! folly, and now wofull mifery. 

her rulers With flame do love , Give ye~\ Her flields ( o (hamefull!) do love Give 
je : where there is in the originall an elegant Agnomination thac cannot be englifh- 
ed Ahabhti hibh/t Dilexerunt Afferte, not Afferre, as the Vulgar corruptly readeth 
jt/ The Porick dialed, the horfleaches language Give , Give , they arc perfectly 
skilled in: gift-greedinejfc is all their delight: like the ravens of Arabia, 

that full gorged have a tuneable fweet record, but empty, fcreech horribly: Ple- 
riej ; off ctart), faith One: Very many rulers do as Plutarch reporteth of Stratocles 
and Drcmoclites, a couple of corrupt officers, qui fefe muttto admcjfem aureamin- Plutarch, in 
vitare folebant, who were wont to invite one another to the golden harveft, there- politic. 
by meaning the Court, and the judgment-feate. Thefe follow the adminiftration 
of juftice as a trade onely, with an unquenchable and unconfcionable delire of 
gaine: which iuftifieth the common refemblance of the Courts of iuftice to the 
Bufh, whereunto while the (heep flieth for defence in weather, heisfure tolofe 
part of his fleece. Now are thefe Sbeilds ? are they not rather Sbarkes ? Are they 
proce&ours, and not rather pillagers ? Latrones public 7 , publike robbers as Cato 
called them? Thefe flields of the earth belong to God, faith David, Pfal , 47. 9. 

(hould they not then be like him ? HoW there is no iniquity with the Lord our God, 2 ch ron . 
nor acceptingof perfons, nor receiving of gifts: neither by himfelf nor by his man 7. 

Elifla, nor by his mans man Gehez^i, without diftafte. By one period of-fpeech, 
by one breach of the Lord are they both forbidden, Deut. 1 6. 18, 19, 20. Thou 
{halt not refpett perfons, nor receive a gift : For why: A gift doth blind the eyes of 
the Wife, yea it transformes them into walking Idols, thac have eyes and fee not, 
eares and heare not: onely it leaveth them bands to handle that, the very touch¬ 
ing whereof will infed: and venom a man, as Pliny writes of the fi(h Torpedo. Let 
fuch therefore (hake their hands from bribes If ay. 33. 15. as Paul (hokeoffthe 
viper: and be fo far from faying Giveye, that he (hould rather fay to thofe that 
offer it. Thy monj perifl with thee: he that hateth gifts (hall live, P rov. 15. 27. 

Jethro's Juftice of peace (hould be a man of courage, fearing God , hating eovetoufnefs, Exod * lS - 
not bound to the peace ( as one phrafeth it ) by a gift in a basket: nor ftruck dumb 
with the appearance of Angels &c. 

Verfe 19. The wind hath bound her up in her wings ] The evill fpirit, ( faith ) Hi- 
erom ) hurries them towards hell, which is the juft hire of the lead fin : how much 
more of thefe fore-mentioned abominations ? Take it rather to be fpoken of the 
fuddenneffe, fwiftneffe, and unrefiftableneffe of Gods judgments fet forth by migh¬ 
ty winds rending the rocks, and tearing up the mountaines by the roots, Job. 38.9. 

How then (hall wicked men ( compared to chaffe or dufi of the mountaines ) ftand 
before the tempeft of Gods wrath, the thunder of his power ? Well they may ap¬ 
plaud and ftroke themfelves for a time: but the wind (hall bind them up in her 
wings: God (hall blow them to deftruftion. Job. 4. 9. his executioners have the 
wings of a ftorf, large and long, and wind in thofe Wings, to note their ready obe- 
dienc e } Zech. 5. 9. And although Ezek^ 1. God be reprefen ted as fitting upon a 
throne to (hew his flownefs to puni(h,yet that throne hath wings & hands under thofe 
brings ,to (hew his fwiftnefs & readineffe to do feafonableexecution upon his enemies. 

and they flail be aflamed becaufe of their facrifices ] wherein they trufted, but now 
fee themfelves difappointed, their idols not able to help them. Then (hall they 
caft their idols of filver and of gold, which they have made each for himfelf to 
worfhip, to the moles and to the bats, to go into the clefts of the rocks , and into the 
tops of the ragged rocky, Ifay. l. 2©21. See alfo Ifay. 30. 2j. If they be not thus 
afttamed of their former fopperies, they are the more to be pittied. Ilium ego peri- 
iffedico cui periit pudor. He is an undone man that (harries not, (bents not himfelf 
for his evill pi aftifes, that blulheth not bleedeth not before God for them, lying 
down in his (hame. Jer. 3. iy.asfiilly afhamed of his former hopes, Pfal. J19.116. 
which now he feeth how far they have abufed him. 
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CHAP. V. 


Prov. i. s. fey J e 1 * TT Eare J e th *J e V rie Pl tor you are not fo wife, but that ye may 
JLJ. heare and tncreafe learning. Chap. 4. 6. and b elides, from you is 
profaneneffc gone forth into all the land. Jer. 23. 1 y. For ycu therefore in the firft 
place I have a citation to appeare before Gods tribunal!, to heare your fin & your 
fentence,your crime,& your doom God cited Adam immediately & by himfelf. Gen. 
vft' Pont ^am,where art thoutfo he did Cain,Laban,Nabalfst others,when he fends for 

Centum revo C ^ em death, faying as once to that Pope, Vent mifer in judicium, Come away, and 
iutis annh °* * ieare thy fentence. Mediately he citeth men by the mouth ofhis minifters ; as he did 
Deo. refpon the Councill o fConftance by his faithftill martyr John Hufe,and his word flood : and 
dtbitiifami- as he doth here the three inflates of the kingdome, Priefts, People, and Princes 
n " by the Prophet Hofea. That was very itrange and extraordinary, that Mr. Knox 

Hift. of Scot, reported! in his hiftory of Scotland, of one Sr. John Hamilton murthered by the 
kings meanes: that he appeared to himinavifion with a naked fword drawn, 
and ftrikes off both his armes with thefe words, Take this before thou receive a fi- 
nall payment for all thine impieties: and within 24 houres, two of the Kings fons 
died. It is indeed but part of their puniflivnent that wicked men here receive feem 
it never fo grievous when, God entrech into judgment with them, as here it isfaid. 

for judgment is towardyouj thac is am about to pronounce fentence againfr you 
and to do execution : and therefore hear, harken , and give-care, the firft lecond and 
third time ladmonifh you, that ye may know that my citation is ferious and pe¬ 
remptory : and that your damnation fleepeth not. Prieft and people are fet be- 
Silvian. - fore the houfe of the king• becaufe theirs was fedcs prima , & vita im.i, anhioh 
place but a low life. And befides. Courtiers and great men, though they be ino- 
ther cafes forward enough to take place of others, yet in point ofpunifhment they 
flink back, and are well content that others fhould go before diem. God regards 
none for his greatneffe ( Potentes patenter torquebuntur ) neither fpareth he any for 
his meanneffe, or becaufe they were born down either by the lawes, or lives of 
their Superiours. The people are here placed betwixt the Priefts and Princes and 
with them appealed and impeached, tofliew how frigid and inefficient the’irex- 
cufe is, who plead that they did but as they were taught by their Minifters, and as 
they were commanded by their Governours. Ephraim is opprejfedand broken in 
judgement, becaufe he Willingly walked after the commandemcm , aS it is in the ele¬ 
venth verfeof this chapter. See the note. 

for judgement is toward you ] Vengeance is in readineffe for the difobedient, be he 
what he will, kefar or caytife , Lord or lofell, Prieft or people: every whit as rea¬ 
dy in the Lords hand as in the minifters mouth. 2. Cor. jo. 6. neither Ihall mul¬ 
titudes priviledge or fecure them. Though they be quiet or combined, and likewife 
many, yet thus fiiall they be cut down, when he fliaii pafs through. Nab. 1. 12. 
yea though they be briers and thorns that fet againft him in battle ( and thole never 
fo much confortupHeated and fharpened )yet God will go through them, and burn 
them together. Efay. 27. 4. he will cut off the fpirit of Princes, and deftroy a whole 
rabble of rebels that rife up againft him. 

becaufe ye have been a ftsare on MUpahJ That God maybe j'uftified and every 
mouth flopped, a reafon is here rendred ofhis moft righteous proceedings, and the 
fame recited ( after the manner of men) in the preamble to their condemnatory 
fentences. 3 

becaufe ye have beenafnare on Mizpah,^ a net jpred upon Tabor]Thefe were two 
very high hils, much haunted by hunters, and frequented by fowlers,to whom thefe 
Idolaters ( ftriving to catch people ritibus fun velut retibus et laqueis, with their 
nets and fnares of errours and fuperftitions ) are fitly compared. For they lie in 
in wait for mens fouls and catch many of them either by perfwafions or punifh- 
ments, by allurements or affrightments, as Julian the Apoftate didofold, and as 
the Papiftsdo at this day. That Jeroboam and his counfellours fet watchers in thefe 
two mountains, to obferve who would go from him to Judah to worfhip, that he 
might intercept them and punifh them, is a plaufible opinion, but wants proof. 

I know what is allcdged, Vizi King , 12. 28. and Hof. 6. 8. according to the 

vulgar 
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vulgar tranfhticn. I confeifralfo that if is not unlikely that fuch things fliouldbe 
clone then ( as lately wait was laid by the Papifts for fuch as had a minde to betake 
themfelvcs as Geneva, Tygurc, Ymfil, &c. for confcience fake. It is more probable 
that upon thole high hils Idolatry was committed ( {zcchap.q.ii. with the Note) 
and thereby people enfnared, as birds and wilde bealts arc in the mountains : and 
fo made fUvcs to the dcvill, and even fatted for his tooth. Hence in the next 


Words. 

Verfe 2- And therevoltcrs are profound to make Jlaughter ] They lay their nets 
and (hares deep, and lie down upon the ground that they may take the filly birds 
that dread no danger. He croucbeth and humbleth himfelf that the poor may fall into 
his Jlrongpawcs, Pfal.io.io. He ftudies the devils depths Rev: 12.24; poifonfull and 
peftilent pollicies, Machiavellian myiteries of mifehief His head is a forge and 
fountain of wicked wiles: he hath ftore & ftrengch of ftrange traps and trains,frauds 
and fetches,to draw in and deceive the filly fimplc. That thefe feducers were deeply 
revolted Efay 31 >6. they bad deeply corrupted themfelves Hof 9.9. they finned nor 
common fins; as Korc and his complices died not a common death They made 
great flaughter of mens fouls, and of their bodies too, chat refufed to yceld to 
them. Graft and cruelty fcldom fimdred in feducers: as lome write of the Afp that 
he never wanders alone, without his companion with him ; and as thofe birds of 
prey and defolation Efay 34.16 . it is laid that node of them Want their mate. The 
devil lendeth them his feven heads to plot, and his ten horns to pufh and r 
gore,&c. 

though I have been a rebuker to them all“j\ Heb. acorreSHon. Underftand it either 
of the Prophet, that he had dealt plainly with them, and done his utmoftto reclaim 
them, yet they refufed to be reformed, hated to be healed. Wc would have cured 
Babylon but (lie would not be cured : Or elfe of God, that he had both by words 
and feribes rebuked their fuperftitions but nothing had wrought upon them. They 
Were tormented With the Wrath of God, but repented not to give him the glory y Rev.l 6.9. 
Corrigimur t might they fay, fed non corrigimur , plcttimur, fed non flettimur. See 
how God complains of this tlubbornneflc, J<rr.6.28,29,30. and learn to tremble at 
his rebukes, to profit by his chaftifements, left a worfe thing befall us. The juft . 

Lord is in the mtddefi thereof : he Will not do iniquity ; every morning doth he bring his Zc Pk 3 « 5 * 
judgements to light , hcfiileth not : but the unjufl fineweth no fhamc< There are that 
take the words poffivciy and render them thus Ego vero illis omnibus caftigationi fum 
I have been rebulcvd or corrcftcd by them all. See the like Lam. 3.13. and in .he ^ . 

Halms often I am a rep; each to mine enemies : thou makeft us a reproach to all that 
are round about us, &c. So the Prophet here may feem to complain, as I cren.y did 
after him, that he was bora a man of contentions , that all the people curfed him , that 
he was a common by-word,and but-mark : that they fharpened their tongues <*.gai.-ft 
him and flew in his face- To Preach, faith Luther , is nothing elfc but to derive t'-. Totius erbis 
i rage of the whole world upon a mans felf, Wifdom (that fhould be jtfir&d of fun*™ t j„ 
her children ) is eftfooncs judged of her children, as fomc read thofe woras 01 our { 

Saviour Mat. 11.19. But l like the a&iue fence better. X, iuj. 

Verf 3. / know Ephraim and Ifrael is not hid from me [] Thofe that by Ephraim Judicatitr 
underftand the Princes, and by Ifrael the common people etiam hoc opera addant , ct wlfementia 
illud ex feriptura probent, faith Tamovius, let them prove what they fay by Scrip- 
turc, and we will fay with them : Till then we take them for Synonima's. An y 
hypocritical nation they were lfai.9. 17- and Athieftically they thought, by hiding Repttitione 
God from themfelves, to hide themfelves from God, Hear them elfe Chap. 12.8. ehamauget^ 
And Ephraim /did, yet I am become rich, I have found me out fubfiance ; Inal! my zemRivcf* 9 * 
labour they / ball finde none iniquity in me : that were y»»,that were an bainous buGnefs, * m ' IveU 
that iniquity fhould be found in them, though they were a people laden with iniqui¬ 
ty. But I know them through and throughputs et in cute faith God, I am privy Ifai.r. 
to all their plots and policies. And although they are profound to make Jlaughter 
( Tind. . 7 reacts it. They kill facrifices on heapes todeccive ) yet let not them be de¬ 
ceived, 1 am not mocked. They muft not think to put me off with fib ewes and 
fhadowes: to colour and cover their bafe fpirits and vile ends with fpecious pre¬ 
tences. For I fearch the hearts, and try the reines: neither is there any creature (no 
not the creature of the heart, the thoughts and intentions ) that is not manifefi in his 
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fight: but all things are naked and open ( nuked for the outfide , and open for the i n , 
fide; the Greek word fignifieth difle&cd,quartcred, and as it were cleft through the 
back-bone ) before the eyes of him with whom tor have to deal. Heb.^. 13. Indeed 
. he is all eye; and every man before God is all window : fochac no man needeth a 
I window in his bread ( as the Heathen Momus wiftat) for God to look in at. For his 
eyes are upon the wayes of man .- and he feeth all his goings. There is no darkneffe nor 
fbadow of death where the workers of iniquity may hide themfeIves Job. 24.21 .22. His 
eyes behold, his eye •lids try the children of men Pfal. 11.4. the former points out his 
knowledge , the later his critical defiant. David Pfa1.13 9. fiqdeth God not onely 
at his finger ends, but at his tongues end too verf.4. His knowledge ftayes not 
here in the porch or lobbyes, but paffeth into the prcfencc,yca privy-chamber ver 2 
yea my thoughts in poffe before I think them. Dens imimo mftro nobis intimior. 
The word is to God a fea of glafe Rev. 4 6 . a clear tranfparent body : and his eyes 
are as a flaming fire Rest. 1.14. which needs po outward light, becaufe it fecth extra- 
mitrendo by fending out a ray; fo that the night fliincth as the day, the darkneffe and 
the light are both alike to him. What wonder therefore though he know Ephraim 
an,t Ifrael is not hid from him? And how fhould this both humble them ( for 
which caufc it is here urged ) and caution them for the future,as it did that holy man 
who had written upon the walls and windowes of his ftudy thefe verfes, * 

Nt pecces , Deus ipfi videt, bonus Angelas a fiat t 
Accufatfatamts, et lex,mens confcU culpaj&c. 


Tor now O Ephraim thou committefi Whoredom and IJraelis defiled ] in body and 
Eph 4 10 foul, ufliing into all impiety without reftraint: working all unclcanncfs with greedi- 
v '*• nefs: being filled withallunrighteoufnefs/ornication wickednefs, t.ovetoufnefs.malici- 
oufnefs -.full of envy , murder Rebate, deceit, c re. Rom. 1.29.30. All thefe evil things 
come from Within and defile a man Mar. 7.23. worfe then any leprofie, worfe then 
the vomit of a dog, or the mire of a fwinc. It is the pollution of flefli and fpirit 
2.0.7.1. it is the putrcfa&ion of a dead carcafe, the fames of a plague-fore^ the 
devils excrement, and that which defileth far worfe then that which is caft: into the 
draught.Mar.7.21.It lets defilement upon our felves,others,the whole land 
yea upon the vifible heavens, which mud therefore be purged by that laft fire And 
this was typified by thofe many Leviticall wafhings and purification- of garments 
Vcffels, perfons, &c. iPafb you therefore, make you clean,put away the evil of your 
doings d~c. E/Uy 1.16. fVaJIj thy heart from Wickednefs O hands 

7 r/r^rV h rt 0l,g iS 1,0fct00 « Ji r. 4.14. Cleanfo your leives from 

all filthmefs of flefli and fpirit, 2 Cor.17.x. Of the fiefs that is.flefhlv fafts and erofs 
evils, as undeannefs, earthly mindcdncfs,or Of jpirit, that is, thofe more fpirituall 
lufls that lie more up in the heart of the countrey, fuch as are pride crcaturc-con- 
fidcncc, felf-dcccit, preemption, &c. Out with all thefe: there’s both a (lain and 
a fling in them. Rnn to the Bath of Chrifts blood,that bleffed fountain,,?^. 1 
and there wafla and be clean. Look not upon Gods Jordan with Syrian eyes,as Naa- 
man did* Abanah and Pharphar may walfl and fcoure: but Jordan is for cure. And 
if God fee fit to lay us a frofting, to fetch out our filth, yea or caft into the fire to 
take away our defilements, let us be contented. 

f erfe 4. The) will not frame their doings to turn unto their God ] Or , their 
doings will not fuffer them. That is, they are fo habituated and hardened in {infull 
practices that they are not onely difinabled to converfion but evil-affefted there- 
c t]?eyfl?nd a-crojfe to all good : to their finewes of iron, they have added 

Ilii.48.4. broWesof braffe , to their fin they adde rebellion , which is as bad as witch-crafr, 

i.Sam. 15.23. t.Il at length they lofe all paffive power alfi of being converted: 
and fo are transformed, as it were, into fo many devils : having by cuftome con- 
traded a ncceihtie of finning, they are become incurable.- they neither will nor can 
return to their God: they will not frame their doings to it. The Vulgar hath if, their 
ft* A *beSeptU 3 gint their counfelsC aft alio, their endeavours, Pagnine their paint 
% c - The Ongttiall is very elegant, and metrically ijttenu magnalhhtm Lafhubel 
±. lobe hem. I fearce know a like text in all the Scripture, unlcfTe it be that Lam.5. id, 
Oi nalanuy chi ^attam. fVoc to us that We have finned : which is fo elegant alfo in 
the Original!, that Matter fVheatly of Banbury ( who ul'cd to be very plain in his 
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Preaching,and not to name a Greek, Latine.or Hebrew woTdTquoted it once in the Matter L« 7 h 

Hebrew, as wttneffc learned Mafter Leigh who lived fome while under hi, Miniftry *«»»» cn ~ 

But to return to the text: whereas fome might poffibly coqceive ur reply Ephraim c J" ragi T enr » 

is far gone indeed, but he may return. No, never, faith God : for he will not give P c ^' dtatCt 

his minde to it or fhew his good will : he is even fet; and there is no removing 

of him; he hath made his conclufion, and is as good as ever he meancth'to be 

They are fo far from yielding themfelves unto the Lord, as 2 Chro .3 0.8. that they 

ftand in full oppofirion to him, yea fend meffages after him. m will not have this 

man to rule over us. The Jewes were an untoward generation, faith Veter AEl. 2 40 

they, by their obftinate refufall of theGofpcl, judged themfelves unwort by of ever- 

lofting life, faith Paul API. 13.46. there were unmalleablc, unframeable, fo knotty 

that they were fit for norhfog but the fire, fonaftie, that they were fit for no place 

but the dunghill. And why ? r 

the ftirit of whoredoms is in the mi.dft of them The devill is at Inne with them Maftcr Bfa * 
as that Martyr faid ihccvcn fits abrood upon them, hatching all manner of evil firS 
counfels andcourfes. heworketh effcetually in thefe children of difobedience, as a fyh.2.9. 
fmith doth in his forge, an artificer in his fhop : he afts them and agitates them 
making their fouls and all the powers thereof nothing elfebutafhop of fin, their 
bod ics ^nd all the parts thereof toolcs of fin, their fives and all their aftiom. of both 
foul ano body a tiade of fin, a web of wickednefs fpun out and made up by the hands 
of the devil and the flefli,an evil fpinner, anda vvorle weaver. Hence they be rotting 
all their lives long in the graves of fin, wrapt up in the winding {fleet «f hardneis. 
of heart ( they will not frame their doing to turn to God ) and bhndnefs of mind 
( they have not known the Lord :) and as a carcafe crawieth with wot mes,fo do t i.-fe 
men fvvarm with thofe m ifome lufls, that are able to poifor - an hoped heart. 

How can it be otherwife ? the fpirit of fornication is in them :d. ft of them, as a 

King in his Kingdom: yea hath filled their hearts from corner to corner, as he had 

done the hearts of Ananias »qd Sapphira ? That unclean fpirit befiegeth the pu v eft APtAl 

hearts, aiWtompajieth them about, feeking to devour them, 1 Pet. 5.8, but they 

keep him out, ftedfaft in the faith , or if he any way get in, they quickly caft him 

out again : fo that he cannot long reft or rooft, much leffe raign there : for 

the Spirit of God keepeth them, and that evil one toucheth them not tattu quuli- 1 Toh.5.ig; 

tativo with a deadly touch ; they regard not iniquity in their heart, there is no 

way cf wickednefle found in them. Of the fpirit of whore domes fee the Note on 

Cbap. 4 f.\\, 

And they have not known the Lord ] He knowes them well enough verfi 3. aad 
they /hall know- it, J f r.i6.2l. to their coft: but they know not the Lord, fe. faving- 
ly and dfr&ually: foe if they did, they could not be fo vile and vitious, foloofe 
[ and licentious. A nun is properly faid to know no more of Gods minde then he 
pra&ivth ; like as of our Saviour it is faid, that he knew no fin, that is, he did 2Cor$2i' 
none: with an inteik<fiuall knowledge he knew it ( how elfe could he reprove it ) 
bur not with a practical ; and as it is (aid of Elies two Tons, chat they knew nor God 
becaufe they obey'd him not* Lo fuch was the ignorance of this people, aflV&ed 
and acquired ; and this is peccatorum omnium fans et femes , the mother of all 
mifehie* and raifery; as hath been oft fet forth in jhc Notes upon the former 
chapter. 

Verfe 5. And the pride of Ifrael teftifieth to his face ] Pride is the great mafter- \ 
c° f C ^ C : lt bu<3, and cannot -£^7*10* It is the grandiabolo, t 

that filthy fpirit that is gotten into the midft of men, into th very heart of the 
country as it were. It :s the leprofie of the foul that breakes forth in the very fore- 
1 head, and fo t f/i* firth to his face. It proceeds frop ignorance of God and his will, 
of a it., ms iefi a. 0 his duty : hcncc that connexion of this verfe and the former.They * _ 
kyow not the Lord • And the pride of Ifrael teftifieth to his face. The Laodiceans were 
* C p 6 l C P ri>ud -* ignorant: thou kpoWefi not that thou art wretched and 

mueiable, and poor, &c. So thofe queftion-fick phantafticks in Saint Paul were 
proud knowing nothings j Tim.6.4. And I would not have you ignorant of this 
myttery, faith he to his Romans Chap.i 1 .25. left ye fhould be puffed up in your own 
conceits. Humble Agur though full of heavenly light, yet vilifies and nullifies him* 
felt totheutraoftPrcv.jo.z. and fo exemplifies that Proverb of Solomon, with the 

lowly 
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lowly is wifdom, Prov. 11.2. And as wifdom maketb the face to fijine, and humi¬ 
lity rendreth a man lovely : fo pride on the contrary, fitteth in the face, and defor- 
meth it. The proud man flattereth himfelf in his own lies, till his iniquity be found 
to be hatefull, Pfal. 36.2. till his fwelling break forth in loathfome ulcers. TIjus 
Miriams pride teftified to her face, and V<.z.iaf/s, and So Jams, H/^,3.9. The fliew 
of their countenance witneffing againfi them, pride is a foolifh finne, it cannot 
keep in, it will be above-board, and difeover it felf by lofty looks, big-iwoln-words 
proud gate, ridiculous geftures, garifh attire, that.neft of pride ; butcipecially by 
ftoutneffe and ftubbornneffe againft Cod and his wayes ( as Iicre in this Text it is 
to be taken. ) When men commit fin with an high hand , and as it were, in defpite 
of God, and on purpofe to crofTe him. Hence it is that God fo hateth this finne 
above other: for whereas all other fins flee from God, pride lets flyeat him nay 
flees in his face, faying, Who is the Lord , that / fhould obey him ? Hence he will be 
a fwife witneffe againitfuch, and a fevere Judge. Learned Mr. Lev city, reads this 
Text thus; The excellency of Jfrael ( that is God , as Amos 8.7. 2 Sam. 1. 19. ) 
Will teflifie to Ephraims face, give in evidence againft them. He will indeed be 
index, Judex, Vindex , to fuch : for he refifieth the proud, and delighreth to ftain 
their glory, to caft dirt in thofe faces of theirs, that are fo hatcht with impudence 
as to face the very heavens, and to con teft with Omnipotency. Hence their fall 
with a violence, with a vengeance. 

Therefore {hall Ephraim and Jfrael fall in their iniquity : ] Corrnet,they fhall 
fall with a pufh, with a powther, as we fay: and in their iniquity, that’s worfe then 
all the reft. 7 > /ball die in your finnes , faith CImft to thofe rebellious Jews, I oh . 
8.21. that was a great deal worfe then to die in prifon, to die in a ditch, or in the 
worlds disfavour. Or, in their iniquity , that is, for their iniquity which i$ indeed 
the caufe of calamities. At the Ioffe of C a lice, when a proud Vrcnch-man deman¬ 
ded of an Englifh Captain, When will you fetch Calice again ? he gravely replied 
Jguando peccata veftra erunt nofirisgraviora. When yotif finnes (hill weigh down 
tarmv.in he. ? urs * an y man ask, ( faith Tawovitts upon this . -\-.c ) Vadehodir h'rxa p.,jjim 
in Germania vafiitM ? efficit h«nc peccat^rum atrcit.u. Whenc e fo great deflations 
in Geimany ? It is for the grievoufnetfe of our :..;quty. Y L -ins was better vet 
then the refultof that confutation held cnce v: Hambo. or*-.. . • fome of his L ri - 
Vol 1 p a 6< thera * fe lIow-Minifters, concerning the caufe and cm ire V monies calamities. 

'* They concluded (faith Mr. Boroufi e: on fhfca, fren thv u.oufh of a Minift.-r there, 
who told it him with grief ) that 11 was, bc-ori heir ;r. .ges ;n . hue , ere not 

adorned enough, which therefore they wc. >0 ... ■•..:re u me. A jad hufineflie, Solo¬ 
mon would have told them, that i>is a n.ans prme chat brings him low, Pro?-. 29.23. 
And that before defruition the heart of a man is haughijf rov. 18. 12 And that 
pride goeth before deftr/tllion, and an haughty fpirit bt { u' . fall, Prov. 16. 18. If 
the pride of Ifrael doth tefiifie to his face, the next news w* fmdl hear of him is 
that Jfrael and Ephraim are fallen in their iniquity, A bulging i-ali cannot ftand ■ 
a fwelling fore will fhortly break. This (halt they ha vc j„r their pride, bcc.mfe t ny 
have reproached and magnified thcmfelves againft tht people of the Lord of lloafis. 
The Lord will be terrible unto them : for he will famifi> all the gods of tnc earth , &c. 
Zeph. 2. 10, 11. all thofe deunculi , thofe pretty pidures that men fo much dote 
upon : which fhould not be fuflfered, if for nothing elfe, yet. for the diftradion 
they may caufe in Divine worfhip. In the Councel-chamber of the Lacedemonians , 
no pi dure or image was fuffered ; left in confultation of weighty matters their) 
mindes thereby might be diftraded. Irenaus reproveth the Gnofiicks for their pi¬ 
ctures of Chrift, though made in Pilates time, after his own proportion. Juft in 
In pfal 11 A ., ie ™ t “ at ‘ m ?S es can ^ et U P in Churches, fine pr&Jentiffimo idololatria periculo 
without exceeding great danger of idolatry. E piphanius faith, ir is an abominate 
Paul 7n ^ f ?? °‘ de {?! ati on, to fet up pidures in the Churches of Umftians. Plut.mh an 
tib,4. Heathen faith, it is facriledge: And Solyman the g^eatTurk, when he had taken 

Buda in Hungary, would not enter into the great Church there, to give Cod 
thanks for the vidory, till all the images were calf out. imi tins by the way onely. 
Eky 44*2o. Let us take heed by thofe miftaken Lutherans, whom- a deceived heart hath turned 
afide, that we likewife fall not from our own ftedfaftn'effe. 

lefi Judah alfo - fall with them.J Left we be wrapt up in the fame condem¬ 
nation, 
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nation, left wc follow Germany in her plagues, as we began apace to do in her 
fins: for the which wc have alfo already feverely fmarted. If Judah comply with 
Ifrael in falfe worfhip, they (hall fall with Ifrael. God is not tied to any people, but 
can well be without them. The Lord is with you, whilft ye are with him. If ye feek 
him, he will be found of you: but if you forl'ake him, he will forfake you, 2 Chrott: 

15.2. But will the Lord be certainly found of them that feek him? yes, if they 
feek him ferioufly and feafonably, in a time when he may be found, and before he 
be utterly departed. But here was the mi ftake, and the mifehief of it. ThefeApo- 
ftata’s went to feck the Lord, and they went with their coft, but they came too late: 55 ' * 

they had finned away their God, and wiped off all their comfortables, as Saul had 
done before them. The Philifiims are upon me, faith he, and God hath for fit ken 
me', he anfwereth me no more , neither by Prophets nor by dreams , &c. It is faid 1 Sam.aS.ij^ 
I chron. 10.14. that Saul did not enquire of the Lord, therefore he flew him. He 
did, and yet he did not, becaufe he fought him not with all his heart: his devotion 
was famed and forced. Now it is a rule in the Civil Law, Fitta pro fattis non ha- 
, benttir : nvc viactur fieri quod non legitime fit. Fained lcrvice is loft labour: nei¬ 
ther is that done to any purpofe, that isnot orderly done. And this was the cafe of 
thefe facrificers in the next verfe. Sodomites God calleth them, E fay 1.1 o. 

Verfe 6. They fhall go with their flocks , and With their hoards [] Curfitabunt 
they fhall cut up and down , from altar to altar, with all their ftock, as if they would 
buy off their fins, redeem their forrows, with hecatombs , and (tore of holocaufis - 
and then be ready to fay, as that Heathen Emperour did, when he was to meet his 
encmie in the field. Non fic Deos coluirnus , aut fic viximtu ut ille nos vinceret. 

We have not fo ferved the gods, or lived fo, that the enemy fhould have the bet- Antonin. Phi _ 
ter of us. They thought they had merited better at Gods hands, by their thou- a P- 
fandsof rams, and tenthoufand rivers of oil, then to fair, as in the former verfe, in AvAwcX 
then to be relinquifhed by him,as here. Lo this is the guife of graceleffe hypocrites: fio. 
by then* outward performances they think to oblige God unto them ; and by their 
good deeds to fet off for their bad. Thus Brunheldis (that French AthJiah) after 
many murders, and much mifehief wrought by her, Anno 600. built many Col- 
ledges for Priefts, and Monks, in Burgundy and Auftria,, Eo fcilicet beneficio ma¬ 
le ficia fua expiavit , faith the French Chronicler; thereby thinking to fatisfie for all Eb - r , 
her cruelty. So herein King Stevens time, there were more Abbeys built then in pag.\$, *' J ° 
an hundred yeers before. $0 the Papifts at this day, fpend and are fpent in their Dan. hid. 
blindc devotions: they Idvijh money out of the bag , and run up and down from f° 1 ' l6w 
Saint to Saint with their coft : They pray publikeiy in publike calamities, for fourty Q 
' hours together, by the Popes command, that they may pacifie God, and divert his heSiconmitu 
, difplcafure. For the fame caufe, they make the fame man (in their greater Cities ifiasprecesvo - 
appointed ) to preach every day in Lent without intermiflion; fo as fixdayesin caM - p olan. ir. 
the week he preacheth on the Gofpel of the dayes; and on the Saturday, in honour 
and praife of our Lady, as they call her. Lo, thus they go, as they think, to fcck_ spec. Europ. 
God with their will-worfhip , and work done,&c. but they finde him as little as they 
did here, with their flocks, and With their herds : And why? Firft, they go to feefi 
him -, they run, but in a wrong way ; and fo fulfill that facred proverb. He that 
haficth with his feet finneth : for the fafter he runs, the farther he is out. Next, Pr °V’*9'*< 
they pretend to feek him, but indeed they feek themfelves : they feek him, but it 
is to be rid of his rod : they do not fo much ferve him,as ferve themfelves and their 
own turns upon him; as thofe hypocrites in Zachary fafied to themfelves ; not to Zcch. 7. 
get off their fins, but their chains. Thirdly, they go with their flocks, &c. not 
mine , but theirs , faith God ; he will not fo much as own them, though they were 
tendered to him infacrifice ; becaufe brought with a wicked mindc, Prov. 21. 27. 
as Balac and Balaam did, Num. 23. 1, 2. and as Cain did, Gen. 4. 5. to whom 
therefore God had no refpeft, becaufe he brought non perfonam fed opus perfona , 
not himfelf, but his facrifice, as Luther hath it -. who alfo calleth all thofe Cainifts, 
that offer to God the work done, but prefent not their bodies for a lively facrifice, 

Rom. 12.1. Hence he rejefts their fervices with infinite difdain, as Efay 1.11,12. 
and 66. 2, 3. though never fo numerous and precious, Mic. 6. 7. Hof. 8.13. And 
to fet forth this, as he calleth them here, their flocks, and not his, fo Fourthly, he 
calleth them flocks and herds , not facrifices: that was too good a name for them. 

Thus, 




Thus, ler. 7. 21. in fcorn he calleth their facrific Qflcp- fuch as was ordinary, fold 
in the fhambles. And thus alfo, H0/9.4. fpeaking of the meat-offering appointed 
Lev. 2.5. he calleth it, their bread for their fouls , or, for their life and livelihood* 
the bread for their naturall fuftenance • and faith, it {ball not come into his houfe 
he will none of it. See Mai. 1.7. with the Note. 

but they {hall not finde him ] Non erit ipjis domi , nonfavebit eis , faith an interpreter 
here, he will not be at home, not within, to open to them when they knock at 
his doore : he will be as ftrange to them as ever they were to him, becaufe they 
bring him not that beft facrifice of a broken heart: and becaufe they come too late 
when the gateofgraceislhut, when the gale of grace is over, when he hath fully 
refolved upon their ruine, and will not repent 

When he hath withdrawn himfelf from them] Heb. hath fnatcht away himfelf \ hath 
thrown himfelf out of their company, as Peter threw himfelf out from the rude 
fouldiers into a by-corner, to Weep bitterly, Mark. 14. 72. C am fe proripuiffet, fo 
imCctKay. gez.a rendreth it. When God is well pieafed with his people, they can no fooner 
cry, but he will fay. Here I am, /fay. 58. 9. And though they offer but fmall 
things unto him, as Samuel did a fucking lamb,i Sam 7. 9. they are highly accep¬ 
ted, and gracioufly anfwered. But woe unto them When I depart fern them, faith 
God Hof. 912. yea woe upon Woe when Gods foul is once diftoynted from them. fer. 
6. 8. anevill, anonely evill, behold, is come. usdn end is come , the end is come, it 
Vratcbethfer thee, behold it is come. Ezek. 7. 5. 6 . and why? becaufe God was 
withdrawing from them : Hence all evils came rufhingin, as by afluce. In the 
ninth, tenth, and eleventh chapters of that Prophefy, God maketh diverfe re¬ 
moves. And ftill, as he goes out, fome judgement comes in. Firft he removeth 
from the Cherubins in the Oracle, to the threshold Chap , 9. 5. and upon that 
Remove, fee what followeth Verfe 5, 6, 7. &c. Secondly he removeth to the 
Cherubins on the right fide of the houfe Chap. 1 o. 1. and fee what tollowes Verfz. 
Thirdly to the Eaft-gate of the houfe, and the firft entrance into the Temple, Chap « 
10. 19. and then fee what fucceeds Chap. 11. 8. 9. ro. Fourthly he removeth to 
mount Olivet, quite out of the city, Chap. 11. 23. and when God was quite gone, 
then follwed the fatall calamity in the ruine thereof. As there is no light in the 
world but from the Sun, no water but from the Sea; fo no found comfort or happi- 
neffe to be had but with and in God. Better have him angry with us, then not 1 
have him at all with us. The lofs of God is a peece of hell; in the fuburbs whereof 
the Saints feel chemfelves, when but a while deferted. 

Vcrfe 7. They have dealt treacheroujly againfr the Lord] They have dealt deceit¬ 
fully in the Covenant, they are a perfidious curfed crew of them: this I fee well 
enough,faith God, though they may think to darken mine eye-fight with the fmoke 
of their many facrifices, or to flop my mouth with their great prefents. See how 
he complaineth as in this Prophefie often, (offer. 3. 20. Surely as a Vrife treacheroujly 
departetb from her husband, fo have you dealt treacheroujly with me, O houfe ofjfrael. 
Now in fuch a cafe a man will notregard any ranfom : neither will he reft content, 
Prov.6. 3$. though thou giveft many gifts: he will not be a pandar to his own bed, unleafs he 
be very bafe indeed. Moft certain it is, that God will not endure any fuch doings: 
but though he love his Spoufe never fo well, yet if fhe play falfe with him, and admit 
}er. 12. 7. any other into the bridall-bed, he will forfakg his houfe that hath been fo diftior.eft, 
he will leave his heritage that hath been fo embafed ; he will give the dearely belo¬ 
ved of his foul into the hand of her enemies , who (hall hate her more then ever they 
loved her, as Amnon did Tamar , and deale cruelly with her, as E^. 16. is at 
large difeourfed. The wickednefle of thispeople was the greater, for that they pre¬ 
tended religion ( as in the former verfe ) to their bafe beaftly pradifes. Deflem-' 
bled fandity is double iniquity. See how hainoufly God takes it, fer. 7. 9, io. 1 
And when others deale treacheroufly and unworthily with you, lee whether you 
have not done as bad and worfe againft the Lord. Alphonfus king of Arragon in a 
fpeech to the Popes Embafladour profelTed, that he did not fo much wonder at his 
Courtiers ingratitude to him, ( who had raifed fundry of them from meane to great' 
eftates ) as at his own to God. 

for they have begotten ftrange children] baftards fuch as the Jewes call Mamz.tr, 
as ye would fay aliena fabes, a ftrange blot* They call them alfo brambles, fuch 

as 


% 
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as was Abimdech who grew in the hedge-row of an hailocTand fcratcht and drew 
blood to purpofe, fudg. 9. 14. That which is here charged upon the Ifralitesis 
that they had not onely taken to wife the daughters of a ftrange God or begocren 
baftards of harlots, but that they had nuzzled up their children in idolatry and fo 
made them fevenfold worfe the children of the devill then before. This was a very 
great aggravation of their treachery, that they Ihould impoifon their pofteritv 
and propagate their wickedneffe from one generation to another ; that there fhouid* 
be a line and a fuccefiion of it from their loins. None are fo ready to drink in falfe 
principles, and corrupt pradifes as young ones. Such parents as have a hand in un¬ 
doing their children, either by ill counfell, or example, are peremptores potius qndm 
parentes, filth Bernard, rather parricides then parents. They fcall give an heavy BrnnEp.m, 
account to God for their childrens mifearriages. Let it therefore be the care of pa¬ 
rents, as to keep themfelves pure, fo to fee to their little ones, that they be not 
corrupted. Satan bears an implacable fpitc and hatred to them, as the feed-plot of 
heaven; and hath his emijfaries abroad to marre them. Such was Protagoras of 
whom Plato 1 reporter!,, chat he gloried of this, thac whereas he had lived fixtv . 

( yearsmali, fourtyofthem he had lpent in corrupting of young people. Of ?«/«* 
the Apoftatetc is reported, that being of excellent parts and prSof, both in learning 
and religion, wmlefthe was young: he was afterwards corrupted byhistwoHea- 
themfli 1 utours Libamus, and famblichns, through the careleflenefle of Eufebius 
.ufliop of Nicomedta , who Ihould have feen better ro it: and that this was a main 
caufc of Ins Apoltacy. 

now Pall a moneth devour them with their portions. ] Some read it thus. NeVe 
Pal. the enemy devour them moneth after moneth : Others put menfes for menftrua, 
a ,• ,?S C * as tllis P eo P Ie make no bones to break their faith with 

God by lpintuallfornication, mmgiingasit weretheir feed with ftrange godsand 
forraine people : fo fhali it come to them, which happeneth to women worn with 
adulteries, (as E^ektel fpeaketh ) that their monethly difeafes procured by inordi- SetTremlfr 
na e mlt, ihall eat up and confume their bodies. For confirmation, they alledge Jw.Anntt. 

A^a 0t A° P )° P / er X ^ ? e f 2z 4 * I willingly concur with thofe that by a moneth 
underftand a little port time. How foon is a moneth runout? And yet what ha- 
vockwil! anenemymake m amonethsfpace? as we have had wofoil experience in 
late ftnppmg and killing times. Them and their portions (hall one moneth 
make an end of. Death heweth its way thorow a wood of men, in a minute of 
l time, from the mouth of a murdering-piece. fword contemneth the rod , Ezek 
21.13. as if it Ihould fay ; What doth this filly rod dohere? Let me come- lie 
quickly make work among them. He dung the land with their carcafes. &c. Veith 
their portions the lots of their inheritance. Wicked men alfo have their portions 
in this life PJul. 17. 14. they live inpleafureon the earth, and are wanton, Jam. 

5.5. but their portion is no other, but a moneth may devour it: their pleafure no 
other but one drop of an evil confcience may damp and diflweeten it. But if 
Cod be thy portion , &c. 

Verfe 8. Blow ye the cornet in Gibe ah, and the trumpet in Ramab,] Clangite , 
clamate not with the inverfe trumpets of Furius Fulvius , which founded a re¬ 
treat when they fliould have founded an alarme. But blow ye the cornet • give no¬ 
tice to all the countrey,thac Hannibal eft ad portas, the enemy is at the very gates 
fending a fummons and founding fora furrender. The defolation of warrehad . 
been denounced in the former verfe • here it is proclaimed, as it were by found of 
Trumpet: the Prophet ading the part of an herauld; and, by a rhetorical! hypoty- 
pofrs, lepiefenting the enemies approach, as if it were already under view : and not 
foretold, but aded before their eyes. Rhetorick, we fee here, is an art fandified 
' v ■cA™ ’ and ma y Iawfi % be ufed in handling of Gods word. The Scrip- 
a ltl " ev f ry part: and happy is that Minifter, thatthereby canmake 
himfelf mafter of his hearers affedions: as potent in his Divine Rhetorick as Peri- 
Wer< V n ^eir humane. Let him (by our Prophets example ) ftrive 
, rKI , nn S s whereof he preacheth to the people, as reall before their eyes, as 
polfb y tie can. The power of a miniftery confifteth muchin this ; .to fee forth 
n, ,111 , leaven, hell, in fuch lively colours chat the hearer (though unlearned) 
may be convinced of all, judged of all, and having the fecrets of h% heart made 

manifeft , 
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1 Cor.14.a4, mamfcft, he may fall down on vis face, worfiip God and report , that God is in the 
2 5 . Mini(ter of a truth: Lo this is Preaching indeed. For as every found is not Mufick, 1 
f° neither is every Pulpit-difcourie Preaching. Nihil frigidius eft doSlore verbis 
ZC * 4 ' 1 folammodo philofophantc, &c. E^tkiel muft lay fiege to Jerufalem, pourtraying it 
upon a tile , &c. So did Jeremy and other Prophets ufe fignes, and fimilitudes, Saint 
Pauls fpeech and Preaching was not indeed with enticing words of mans wifdom, ( he 
iCor.2.4. did not fo paint the window as to keep out the light) but yet in demonftration of the 
Spirit, and of power, clofe to the confidence. 

Blow ye the cornet in Gibeah ] that is in the bounds of tnc Kingdom of Judah, 
Gibcah of Benjamin , Gibeah of Sauk 

And the trumpet in RamahJ Samuels country, after ward called Arimatbaay 
Jofephs country : this is faid to be in the borders of Ifrael. Strong garrifons 
they were both ; and places of great refort: they are now alarmed , and bidden to 
ty.rtlM.os prepare for the approach of the Ajfyrian. 

Cry aloud at Bet haven ~J Or Bethel , as Chap. 4.1 r. a city ( as it is faid of Athens, 
APIs 17.16. ) wholly given to idolatry ; and therefore more ftupid and ftubborn 
then the reft. Here therefore the Prophet cries louder then ordinar y % clafficum cauit, 
ftc clamat ut (lent or a vincere pojfit, he lets up his note that he may the fooncr awaken 
them, and caufe them to apprehend their danger, as prefent and reali. Bet haven 
was the great place of fuperftition, and now Rome is the neft of Antichrift, the 
habitations of devils , and the hold of every foul (pint, a cage of every unclean and 
hatefull bird : therefore the Angel crieth mightily with a flrong voice,faying ,Baby* 
Ion is fallen, is fallen, cer to, citbypenitus, furdy, fuddcnly ^utterly. Rev.18,2. 

After thee 6 Benjamin ] who art at the back of Bcthaven, andfareft the worfe for 
her neighbourhood: like as Hamath did lor Damafens Zech.y. 2. Sec the Note 
there. Some underftand Hoftis adeft, the enemy is at thy heclcs; make away, or 
ftandupon thy guard: for thou art like tobeputto't. And this concife kind of 
warning here given implies a minde moved and difturb’d,either with tear or anger. 

Vcrje 9. Ephraim (hall be defolate in the day of rebuke Correptionis , Vel Corretti - 
onisy ut Pagninus : when thou with rebukes doft corred man for iniquity, &c. 
Pfal-l9.il- God hath a day for fuch fharp rebukes, 01 chidingsby way of con- 
vidion,or Argument ( a9 the word fignifieth ) wherein he will be fure to carry it, 
with a great deal of found rcafon and evident demonftration: fo that Ephraim l hall 
have nothing to fay,why he fhould not be defolatedjyea fo defolated as to make the 
Vajlri rra m beholders amazed thereat, as the^iebrew word imporceth God,will not now dally 
MidtntesobUa- w j t h EphraimyOt deal favourably with him as heretofore: he will not fhake his rod 
ptjcant.t&c. at ^j m on jy^ jj Ut wa ft to t h e vef y ft um p S; be fhall be utterly deftroyed from being 
a people: the day that now comes is a black^day indeed, a day not of inftrudion,but 
of dcllruftion, not of correction but of execution j a very doomefday, wherein 
God will bring them into the furnace, and there leave them Ezek- 22.20. And 
that none may think this fcntcncc over fevere: or not fo fure but that it .might be 
avoydedor vacated, fee what followeth in the text ; 

among the tribes of J(rael have I made known that which (ball furely be J i.c. Ei¬ 
ther I have forewarned them fufficiently, but they would take no waming,which is 
both a juft prefage and defertof their ruine : Or elfe thusI am now fully refolved 
upon their mine, neither is there caufe that any man fhould deceive himfelf with* 
vain hope, as if thefe evils that I foretell fhould not befall you. Experience the 
miftreffe of fools, fhall teach you, that the fentence I now pronounce is precife and 
peremptory, not conditional! as heretofore, but abfolute, and unchangeable : and 
this I here allure you of by this folcmn conteftation. 

Kerf.lo.7~hc Princes of Judah were like them that remote the lenndjh. wickcdnefs 
Deut. 19. 14. condemned by the law and light both of Nature, and Scripture Deut. 27.17. The 
Prov.22.28. Princes are mentioned, becaufe corruption in a people ( as putrefaction in a fifh)! 

begins at the head. Now the land-mark or limit is removed many wayes. As firft 
Religione, in Religion : when the true is changed into that which is falfc, as was 
Tar nan- herein Queen Maries dayes againfl: herpromife, to the Suffolk men. Secondly, 

in Rcgione, jn the civil State : when one man violently invadeth the right of ano¬ 
ther ( as Ahab did Naboths vineyard ) and no man muft queftion them becaufe it is 
Jmnal. facinus major is AbolU the faft of a great one. Thirdly , /« officio , in a mans office 

or 
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or particular ftation, when he keeps not within his circle, but take liberty tocranf- 
greffe, preferring new worfhipsas 2 King. 16.10,11. 2 Coro. 28.23. caking upon 
them to teach Miniftcrs what to teach them, as Mic. 2.6.or thcmfelves invading the 
Minifteriall office uncalled thereunto as did Jeroboam 1 King. 13.4. and 
2 Chron.26. 1 6. to their coft. This ( faith an Interpreter ) i sgrandis culpa , et atrox 
crimen , a foul fault, a crimfon crime. Let our Lay-preacheis and Levellers look to 
i it, unleffc they covet a curfe. Deut, 27. x 7. He that breadth an hedge, aferpent [ball 
bite him. Fourthly, J n negetio , in bufinefles and tranfadions, in contracts and cove¬ 
nants he removech bounds, who cozenech and circumvcnteth another in any mat¬ 
ter 1 Tbef.4.6. Thefe muft remember that God i<rthe avenger of all fuch: and that 
it is a fearfull thing to fall into the punifhmg hands of the living God. The Papifts Heb - IO > 
fall ^ul upon us as Innovatours, and removers of the ancient bounds: becaufe we 
reject their Ecclefiaflical traditions and unwritten verities ( as they call them ) com¬ 
mended unto us by the Ancients, and embraced by whole nations for many 
, ages. To whom we anfwer,that Multitude and Antiquity are but ciphers in Divinity : 
they mufl ( at leaft ) have no more authoritie, then what they can maintain. Let 
1 themboaft, with the Gibeonitesy of their old fhoocs, mouldy bread,&c. we hold us 
to the Scriptures, for our limits and land-markes unmoveablc and immutable. And 
when they fhall ask us as they of t do, where was your Rcligon before Luther ? we 
anfwer as one once did, Jn the Bible , where yours never Was. Erafmus met with an 
adverfary fo filly as to charge him for a remover of the ancient bounds, becaufe he E ^n.ir, 
had anew Tranflated the New Tcftament: a woik of Angular ufe to the Church of A ^ lot ’ 
Chrift, in thofe dark times. 

therefore I Will your out my wrath upon them like water ] which fhall overflow 
the bankes to overwhelm thofe that remove the bounds. Yea God will pour it up¬ 
on them by whole pailcfuls, or fronts ( as they call them ) at fea. Or if but by vials 
(as Rev.j6.iy which are veflels of narrow mouthes and pour out flowb, howbeit) 
they drench deeply, and diftill effeftually the wrath of God,which wretched finners, 
lhall never be aide to avoid or abide. Oh when God fhall fet himfelf to fee open the 
cataracts of Ins wrath as once at Noahs flood, and to come againfl: a finner with a 
deluge or deftruction to pour out his indignation upon him, as water haflily .heavily, 
irrefiftibly, what will he do, and where will he finderefuge ?* This made David 
pray fo hard- Let not the waterfloods overflow me : nor the deep fwallow me up 
Pfal-6 9 .i y. It )S the priv ledge of every godly perfon, that in the floods of great 
waters they fhall not come nigh to him, Pfal. 32.6. Or if they come up to 
his neck, yet they lhall not takeaway his breath : for his head is ever above waccr. 

Walht he may be ( as Paul was in the fhipwrack ) drowned he cannot be. Sink 
he may Teem to do once and again to the bottom : but he fhall up again with 
Jonas, if mt of the deep, he call upon the Lord, who will fet him on a rock that is. 
higher then he. * 

Verfe 1 1. Ephraim is oppreffed and broken in judgement [] Calumni am paffus eft 
Ephraim fo the vulgar hath it: Ephraim was falfc accufed and flandered : he fuflfered 
much by Sycophants, who depraved his good aftions, drew him before the j*udge~ 
ment-feats and there opprefTed him; as Jam.2.6.But the word here ufed fignifieth all 
manner of inj'uries and oppreifions, whether by vexatious fuits,by fraud or by force, 
v| rulent tongues or violent hand--, wrangling or otherwife wronging a man, to his 
criifhing and utter undoing many times : For a poor man in his houfe is like a fnaile 
in his fhell: crufh that, and you kill him. Ephraim was crufbed in judgement by 
his countrymen, who would do him no right: but much more by the cruell AJfyri- 
ans, who foon after this carried him captive, and left him without all remedy of 

^ ithout ^°P e a bectcr condition or place for a worfe. And what wonder 
though men fo fet againfl him, when God was pouring out his wrath upon him as 
water ? fith all creatures arc up in arms againfl Gods rebels. If the caufe go againfl 
a man though he have never fo much right on his fide ( for oft-times cedit viribus 
aquum 3 might overcomes right) and he be broken in judgement^ Let him fee whether 
things be right between God and himfelf: and if broken in judgement, let him be of 
a broken fpirir, and he fhall be relieved. 

, r ^ ecaK f e he willingly followed after the commandmentJjHc was too fcquacious and 
obfequious to Jeroboam and his Princes, commanding him to worfhip the golden 
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calves. Quaniam -volu.it , j«i'r,likc a tame feel j or,at leaft, as a fooUp> cbildc ( fo this 
Prophet calleth him ) he was foon won over, he came off with little ado. J eroboam 
did but hold upBis finger, and he had him ftraight; A mere fatuellus carried aWay 
to thofedumb idols even iu he was led . i Cor, 12. a. a Melchiie, fuch a generation ofi 
Herctickes there were in the Primitive Church ; fo called becaufe they followed 
Nicepb. the examples and decrees of the Emperours: refolving to be of the Kings Religion 

whatfoever it were, right or wrong. The Ruffians arc fuch at this day. God and 
their Empcrour they fay know beft what's truth or falfliood : and it is their part to 
obey, not to enquire. But all Chrifts fheep are ratio-nail ; and will try before they 
truft, look before they leap: the fpirituall man judgeth all things, yet he himfelf is 
Judged by no man, 1 Cor. 2,1 y. Shew him a clear text of Scripture for what you 
would perfwade him to, and convince him thereby that it is the minde of God 
Jam.2.1. an d you may have what you will of him. But for thclc mailers of opinions iuch as 
arc magifiri no firs Parifienfcs, that obtrude their own p Licit s upon people, and re¬ 
quire to be belceved upon their bare word without further proof, he abhors them. 
And for the decrees of Princes and Rulers , if they croffe the Scriptures . be will 
take leave to difobey them, as the Apoftles did. Alls 4.19. as the three children in 
Daniel did, and Daniel himfelf Chap.6. and as all the holy confeffours and Martvrs 
Alt.and Mon. both ancient and modern did. The Bilhop of Norwich asked Roger Coo Martyr 
whether he would not obey the Kings Lawcs ? he anfwercd yes, as far as they agree 
with the Law of God, I will obey them. Then faid she Bilhop, whether they 
agree with the word or not, we arc bound to obey them , if the King were 
AH. and Mon. an infidcll. Coo anfwered. If Shadrach AJejbach and Abednegob&A done fo, Nabte- 
folmo. chadnr^ar had never confeftthe living God. True it is that Magiftratcs mult 
be obeyed : thole that arc good mud be obeyed as God, thole that are bad ,for God : 
BafiJ. 0t3v but then it mufl be in licit is in things lawfull, and warrantable by the word: and 
herein we muft not frame cxcufe. The blcffcd Virgin, though unweildy, went four 
dayes journey ( fo far it was from Nazareth to Btthlehcm ) to obey Auguftus his 
decree,the charge was not fo peremptory,but the obedience was as exemplar y.who- 
fo keepeth the commandment, fc. of the King ftjallknow no evil thing , Ecclef. 9 ,. 4.5. 
And whereas fomc might reply, why then, let's do all the King bids us without 
feifeitation, without further delay or enquiry : Solomon anfwers in the next words. 
And a wife mans heart difeemeth both time and judgement, that is, he knowes both 
when and hovv,and how far forth fitly and lawfully the commands of a King may be 
difpatched; and no further will he go,then he can with a good confcicncc.The Pope 
writing to Bernard , requiring him to do that which was unlawful!, Bernard writes 
back again this anfwcr and it was taken •_ I as.a childc, do not obey, and T obey in 1 
difobeying. Antigotta in Sophocles faith well, Magis obtemptrandum cd Dijs &c. 
YVe fiiould rather obey God with whom we mull live ever, then men With Whom 
we have but a while to fo/ourn.Lo blind nature faw fo much.See the Note onAH.a 
19 ft may not be forgotten or flipt over, that the word here rendred the Com- 
mandment fignifies Command thou : Becaufe he willingly walked after Command 
thou : he danced after Jeroboams pipe, faying to him as he did once to Julius Cafar, 

Lucan. f ‘*3 Hi tarn voile mihi qudrn poffe , neceffe eft 
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Or as Ttbenus anfwered Juftinf though upon a better ground & end)# tu volucris , 
ego/nm : Situ non v.is,Ego non fum ,1 am onely thy clay,and ihy wax, &c.Or la(Uy,as 
Luther at firft fubmitted to the Pope in thefc words (though afterwards,God gave 
him more courage in his caufc)I proftratc my felf at your Hojindie feet,with alhhac 
I am and have. Fivifica , occide, voca, rev oca, approba, reproba ; voeem tuam vocem 
Chrifti tn te praftdentis et loquentis agnofeam : that is, Quicken me kill me call 
receive me, reje^tne : I lhall acknowledge your voice as the voice 
of t-hrilt himfelf ruling andfpeaking in vou. Jeroboam is not once named here: 
nor the word ( Commandment) fet down at large out of defoliation ( hk,ly ) both 
of it, and Him, becaufe it was a wicked commandment: and Hj no Later then an 
Ufurper. For although he had it cleared to him, that Gods will was that lie fhould 
be King over the ten tribes, yet becaufe it was a will of Gods decree, and not of his 
Command , as of a duty done by him, he goes among Divines for an intruder and 

Ufurper 
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ufurper in and for that fa<ft of his. *Tis obedience when we follow a Divine precepts 
but not ever, when we follow a divine inftinift. 

Verfe 12. Therefore Will I be unto Ephraim as a moth, J Their fin was the 
greater, becaufe they were fo willing to it, and fo eafily drawn to idolatry, as 
mod agreeable to their nature, and making much for their eafe : which was Jero¬ 
boams main argument. It may very we|l be, that he threatned punifhment to thofe 
that difobeyed his commandement: but here they fhould have flood out, and have 
bide the worfl; chufing affliction rather then fin; which becaufe they did not, 
therefore they fhould perifh by their pwn hand, and counfels: they fhall be moth- 
eaten, as a garment that breedeth the moth, and as a tree that breedeth the worm 
that wafleth it. Not but that God had a fpeciall hand in their punifhment: and 
this not permijfive onely, but attive too, I will be unto Ephraim, &c. For is 
there evil in a city, and he hath not done it ? The changes and periods of King¬ 
doms are of him, Pfal. 75. 6, 7. that men may know that the Heavens do rule, 

Dan. 4.26. fo are the alterations iq mens hodies and eftates, as Job fetteth it forth. 

Chap. 4.19. and 13.28. and 27.18. Every one ( fay forae Chymicks ) hath his 
, own balfam within him: his own bane 'tisfure that he hath : his day-cottage is 
’ every day ready to drop on his head. And for his Eftate, there are oft-times fecret a Cor , r 

iffues and drains of expence, at the which it runs out, as at an hole in the bottom ' , ' 

of the bag. Hag. 1. 6. See the Note there. Howbeit CJods holy hand is in all 
this; I Will be unto Ephraim as a m<>th,See. that is, I will waft them fenfim, fine fenfu. 

Secretly, infenfively, flowly* butfurely, and inevitably: This David after Job , 
acknowledgeth, P fal 39.11. when thou With rebukes doft corrett man for iniquity] 
thou rnaksfb his beauty to confume aWay like a moth , thou cafteft him into a corruptio 
totius fubjlantU, as the Phyficians call the Heftick: furely every man is vanity. 

Selah : Yea he is altogether vanity, yea and that in his beft eftate, when he is beft 
underlaid , when fetled on his beft bottom, verfe 5. when he is gotten upon his 
mount with David, and thinks to die in his neft with lob : when he counts upon Pfal.^o.?. 
much good laid up in ftore for many years, as that rich fool, that reckoned with- Jobap. 18. 
out his hoft, as we fay. Tinea damnum facit. & fonitum non facit, faith Gregory, Luk.12. 
The moth maketh no noife, but doth a great deal of hurt among clothes. The worm 
here, rendred rottenneffe, is minutiffimu* vermieulus , faith Luther here, a very * • 
final! creature, but doth no final! mifehief: for it eats out the heart of the flrong- leredo, 
eft wood, yea of the ftrongeft oaken planks at Sea. See here what a poor crea¬ 
ture is man, yea a whole kingdom, when as a moth and a little worm may confuitie 
them : when they may be crufhed before the moth, as lob [peaks, Chap. 4. i 9 , 
he faith not, before the Lion, but before the moth. Learn aifoto take heed of fin^ 

, yea of fecrccfins, 2 King. 17, 9. left we be fegretly wafted, our graces caft into a 
confumption, our comfortables wiped away, our confidences wearied with fecret 
buffets, as being fmitten with the rod of Gods mouth, Efay 11.4. our eftates mel¬ 
ted as the fat of lambs before the fire, and our land infenfibly wafted, and by de¬ 
grees defolated ; as Ephraim and Judah were, as the Greek Empire was, and as it 
began to be herewith us, in Queen Maries raigne, which was never profperous af¬ 
ter that fhe had abolifhed the Gpfpel: for befide forraigne Ioffes, of Calice i &c. speed 
extreme dearths raged, much hurt was done by thunder from heaven, and by fire * 
in the royall Navie, and all things went to worfe, till Queen Elifabeth came in, & Eli*, life 
a repairer of the breach, u reft orer of paths to dwell in, Elay 53. 12. according to b M.Cl^r\, 
that glorious Epkaph, caufed by King James to be inferibed upon her Princely Mo- P*r*s 
numentby him erefted. ' 

Verfe 13. when Ephraim faW his fiekneffe,J i. e. Felt himfelf moth-eaten, 
hard-driven, and at a very great under, as thole muft needs bee whom God fec- 
teth againft. 

and Judah his wound, J Heb. his ulcer, that needeth crufhing to get out the filth, 

/«-.3o. 13 obad. 7. Ephraim was fick, ( God hftd made him fickin fmitingof 
him, Mich. 6.11.) and Judah w as fore, yea ulcerated, impoftumated, and they 
were both fenfible of it: but no otherwife then bruit beafts, which when they are 
fmitten or fick, feel it, and howl out, but have not the reafon to think whence the 
pain comes, what may be the caufe, and cure of it. Ephraim and ludah make out 
indeed for help, but they run to wrong remedies, and refuges: they turn not Jto hiip 
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that fmote them, neither do they fcek the Lord of Hofts: therefore is not his anger 
turned away, but his hand is ftretched out ftili, Efay 9. 12,13 . If God be angry, 
no other helps can relieve us; no creature comfort us ; no combination with King 
Eire!/ fecure us. In a Mine, if a damp come, it is in vain to truft to your lights ; , 
they will burn blew and dim, and at laft vanifti; you muft make haft to be drawn 
upward, if you will be fafe. So muft men make to God j fleeing from his anger to 
his grace, blood-letting is a cure of bleeding, and a burn a cure againft a burn; and t 
the running to God is the way to efcape him ; as to clofe and get in with him that 
would ftrike you, doth avoid the blow. In a tempeft at Sea, it is very dangerous to 
ftrike to the fhoar: the fafeft way is to have Sea-room, and to keep inf the Main 
ftili, &c. Eircb cannot be a Defender ( according to the import of his name) if God 
come againft a people or perfon. Braffe and Iron can fence a man againft a bul-, 
Efav 30.33. jet or a 1'word ; but if he were to be call into a furnace of fire, it would help to 
V Rainolds , toimcn c him; if into a pit of water to fink him. Now our God is a confuming fire , 
ParUufy 17. and llis breath a ftreamof brimftone, &c. as a Reverend man maketh the com- 
1642. parifon. 

Then Went Ephraim to the Afyrian, and Judah fent to king larebfj Or, to the 
king of Iareb, or to the king that fbottld plead, and revenge his caufeand quarrell. 
AdRcgem propugnaturum , faith lumas. Help O king, faid fhe in the holy hifto- 
rie. Kings Ihould be Helpers, Vrcpugnatours , Pron Hours. San&uaries of fafety 
to the oppreffed, whether Subjeds or Neighbours: fuch as the late king of Sweden 
was to the oppreffed Princes of Germany : And before him, Queen Elijabcth to the 
Low-countrey-men; whofe protedion when fhe undertook, the king of Sweden 
Umd. that then was faid, that fhe had taken the crown off her own head, and let it upon 

the head of Fortune. But what a madnefle was it in Ephraim and ]udah ( to call in 
the AJfyrian to their help, as they did, 2 King. 16. 7. 2 Chron. 28, 10, 21. but 
efpecially 2 King. 15.19,20* & 17. 3. This was to invite the enemy into their 
kingdomc, and to (hew gold-thirfty Babel, where fhe might have her full draught. 
Thus Judea was (after the return from Babylon ) loft again to the Romans, by their 
calling Pompey to decide the controverfie betwixt the difagreeing brethren. And 
fftvl Geog. ^ ucb an un g ain courfe was attempted by iohn King of England, when, being over- 

y laid in his Barons warres, he fent to the Monarch of Morocco for aid, offering to 

hold his kingdome of him, and to receive the law of Mahomet; but he was re¬ 
ceded with fcorne. Afterwards, he paffed away his kingdome to the Pope, in hope 
of help; but had fo little joy of it, that he was heard to complain, Poftquam me ac 
mca regtivi ( proh dolor. ) Rom. J abject Ecclefi <*, nulla mihi profpera, jed omnia con - 
traria advenerunt, I never profpered fince { fubjeded my felf and my Kingdomes 
to the Sea of Rome. No more did the Greek Churches, as above hath been men¬ 
tioned. By iniquity, faith Solomon,/ball no man be cftablijhed, Vrov. it. 3. Shall 
Pfal. $6.7. they efcapc by iniquity ? faith David: What? no better means and wayes to help 
themfelves by? in thine anger cafi down fuch a people, O God. It is not hi ore a 
prayer then a prophecy: and it was fulfilled upon this people. 

'Aval; ab Tet could he not heal you, nor cure you of your wound. J Kings have their 

model*. t names j n Greek from healing : they Ihould be Phyficians, and binders up of 
wounds, as Efay 3. 7. ( fee Corn. d Lapide on that Text ) But King Jareb proved 
a Vhyfician of no value : inftead of healing the wound, he made it wider; inftead 
sChro.28.20 °f helping King Abaz, he dtfirejfed him, faith the Text. The creature was never 
true to thofe that trufted to it. Such are fure to be fruftrated, fer, 14. 3. fubjeded 
to Gods wrath, Pfal. 78. 22. curfed with a curfe, fer. x 7. 5,6. pointed at as for¬ 
lorn fools, PJal. 52. 7* 

Verfc 14. For 1 will be unto Ephraim ac a lion, ] I, that is, my Ajfyrian, the 
rod of my wrath : will be as a lion, or leopard, a creature fwift and fierce above 
meafure. The Vulgar rendreth it, a l tone ft, which, faith eSElian, is robuftijfimum 
w >a hili% & betticofiflimn™ animal, a moft ftrong and ttout creature: Hence Semiramv glori- 
T2.cap.39. ’ et * much, when in hunting fhe had taken not a lion , but a honejfe. . What is Wron¬ 
ger then a lion, faid thofe Philifiims to Sampfon, Judg. 14. 14. See 2 Sam 1.23. 
Prov. 30.29- The Lion ( but efpecially the young Lion, that is in his hoc blood ) 
fears no other creature, falls upon his prey with great fury, and teareth it; Carricth 
it away when he hath done in his mouth, or devours it in the place, and fears no 
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, rcfcuc. If purfued, he alcereth not his gate though he die for it. Some fay that he "" 
is frighted at the crowing of a cock,or the creaking of wheeles.Buc the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah cannot be terrified by any thing or turned out of his track. And Ne¬ 
buchadnezzar hisfervanc is oft compared to a Lion, Efa.^^g.Jer.^i.y. Dan.j.4.. as 
being fet awork by God to revenge the quarrcllof his Covenant, upon a perverfc 
and perfidious Nation. Hence that oft-repetition here of the pronoune I. 

I,even I will tear and go aWayJ Tear the very kcll of their heart in funder, tear 
them by the teeth of my terrible lword, which fhall devour fiefh and drink blood - 
yea be drenched and drunk in the gall of thefe ungodly wretches. They have no 
way tq help themfelves better then to fall down flat before this Lion, to tend their Satis tS 
hearts and not their garments, to break off their fins by repentance, and to be abrupt P ro ft ra (fe 
in the work, left he tear them to pieces, and there be none to deliver them. If this be ' 

not timely and truely done, God will go on in his wrath: and of a moth and little & ’ ' caf '* 5 ' 
worm become a ramping and a roaring Lion. The little cloud though ac firft but as 
an handbredth,wiU foon overfpread the whole heaven: yea as one cloud followeth 
thick upon another, fo will one judgement upon another, if the Sun of Repentance 
do not interpofe and difperfe them. Light afflictions not improved to this purpofe, 

, will be but as a drop of wrath forerunning the great ftorm: as a crack forerunning 
the ruine of the whole building. That is a known text. If you will not yet for all 
this hearken unto me,then I Willpunijb you feve» times more, and feven times more ancj 
feven to that, Levit. z6. 18,28. Three fcycrall times God raifeth his note, and he 
raifethit by fevens; and thofe aredifeords in Mufick. Such fayitigs will be heavy 
fongs, and their execution heavy pangs to the wicked. 

Verfe 15. I will go and return to my placej To my palace of Heaven: fo the Chaldee 
rendered it, I will withdraw my Majcftie, and return into the habitation of my 
holinefle, which is in heaven. I will go from them that they may come to them- 
’ with the Prodigal: I will forget them that they may remember themfelves: 

I will trouble my felf no further with them (when God comes againft finners he is 
laid to come out of his place, and fo to difeafe himfelf Efay 26.21. with Lam. 3 .3 3.) 
that they may be afflitted and weep and mourn after me Jam.4.9. I will take my reft, 
and I will confider in my dwelling place, as Efay 18.4. I will hide mj face from 
them, 1 will fee What their end fhall be : for they are a very frowardgeneration, ore. 

Dent.32.20. and they fiiall fee that I will be as froward as they, for the hearts of 
them,/y. 18.2 6.1 will gather them in mine anger and in my fury,and I will leave them 
there, Ez.ek.22.20. that they maj know the worth of my gracious prefence, ( which 
they have not prized ) by the want of it: and be pricked on thereby to pray, Retttrn 
O Lord : bow leng ? end i, t it repent tbre concerning thy fervants. O fatisfie us early 
With thy mercy , ere. P/.V/ 90.13,14. Thus mothers ufe to leave theirchildren ( or at 
leaft turn their backs upi n them ) till they mourn and make moane after them. Thus 
f the Lion leems to leave her yong ones, till they have almoft killed themfelves with 
roaring and howling: but ac laft galp fixe relieves them, whereby they become the 
more couragGus.God alio will return :o his people,when they once turn Ihorc again 
upon themfelves, and fee their fin-guiltineffe, and feek his favour. This is Gods end 
1 Cor.11.32. and the happy effeCl of affliction (an&ified, 1 King. 8.47. 

__ Till they acknowledge their ojfencej Heb. Till they become guiltie : till they plead 
guiltie, and carry themfelves accordingly, blufhing and bleeding in my prelence. 

Thus Saint James , Be afflitted, or be miferable, Chap.^.g. ye are fo ; but Ice your 
felves to be fo : tremble and bumble ac Gods feet for mercy : give glory to God my 
r Son, and confeffe thy fin, JoJh.y.xg, The viper beaten caftsup her poifon. The 
traycour on the rack confefleth all. He that in affliction acknowledged not his of¬ 
fence, andleeketh Gods face, is more hard-hearted then a Jew, asistobefeen 
here and Pfal.y^.^. and 1 Sam.y.6 . In the year of Grace 1556. atfVeifenfion in 
Germany,a Jew for theft was in this crucll manner to be executed. He was hang'd by 
the feet with his head downward,betwixt two dogs,which conftantly Ihatcht & bit 
at him.The ftrangenes of the torment moved Jacob Andreas ,a grave Divine,to go to 
behold it.Coming thither he found the poor wretch as he hung,repeating verfes out 
of the Hcbrewes Pfalms, wherein he cried out to God for mercy. Andreas hereupon , 

took occafion to counfell him to truft injefus Chrift, the true Saviour of mankind. in !J t i#™' 
The Jew embracing the Chriftian faith, iequefted but this one thing, that he might Andrei. * 
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be taken down god baptized .though prefently after he were hanged again ( budJv 
La . e,m. the neck as Chriftian malefa&ours fuffered ) which was accordingly granted him. L » 

timer reports a like ftory of one in his time,who being executed at Oxford, was cat 
down butnot quite dead. And means being ufed to recover him, he came again to 
himfelf, and then confeffed all his villany, which before he would not be drawn to 
do. In the life ot Maftcr Perkins alfo mention is made of a lufty fellow at Cam 
bridge, who being upon the ladder and affrighted with the forethought of hell-tor' 
ments, was called down again by Mailer Verkins, who prayed with him and for 
Maftcr Fuller him foeffeftually, as that the beholders could not but fee a bleffed change thereby 
and Mr.c/drk wrought:mthe pnloner ; who took his death with fuch patience and alacritic ajf 
in Mr Ferkr he delivered from the hell which he feared before, and heaven 

btsltfe. openedfor the receiving of his foul cothegreat re/oycingof the beholders. How 

well might thefe men fay with Themifiocles Periiffcm nifi periiffem. I had been un-, 
n v done, ill had not been undone. David was brought home by the weeping-crofle, 
9 l AffllAl ° nwasal betterSchoolmafter to Queen A/^^hen Malted, 
AerodM. 1. 4 ffham iNocumenta documenta, faid Crafus, when he wasin the handsof his cne- 
Alfred.Cbroni. “'«• The Burgundians well beaten by the Hunncs, fled to Chrift the God of the 
tag.l 25. Chrifhans,and embraced his Religion. 

and feck^ my face ] Out of adeepfenfeof their fin-guiJtincffc. This is the work 
ol Faith, as the former of Repentance. God was nor fo gone from his people, nor 
fo far out of their call: but that if they could find a praying hearr, he would find a 
pittymg faeart: if they would acknowledge their offence ; he would forgive the ini- 
tjinty of their fin P/rt/.3 2 .y. If they would let their Faith a work( as fheinthe 
Gofpel did of whom it is faid, that when Chrift would have hid himfelf 
it could not be : for a certain woman Uofe daughter was difeafed, came and fell 
at his feet, fctcht him out of his retiring-room Mark. 7.24.2$. ) he would 
break the heavens and come down from his place Ijai. 64 r 2 he would 
come leaping over all lets and impediments, thofe mountains of Bether or of dt 
to the relief of his people (Sec this jet forth G**r. 5 . with the Notes there ) 
Provided that they feck not fomuch their own eafe and ends as his face and 
mm° Ur 9 d he ° f rl- pr r cnce l,ght of his countenance, the fear of his 
r\T 3 ai ; d iTi f< ? tS L°[ h,S {?m r T , hu * DavU VH63.1. O God thou art ml 
God, early mil I feef thee : my foul thirfteth for thee in a dry and barren Land 
Carnal 1 payers in time of mifery are but luch as the dry earth, or the hungry raven 1 
make They are the prayers of nature for eafe, not of the fpirit for grace : fuch as, 

StheNot^ a WhCn thCfaCkmadChimr ° ar,therod Aatter - 

ftyvilfiek. me early ] Manic abunt. They will 
fo the Oi ginall hath it. They will do it, faith God, for I will uve them to do it * 

bea?f okUr ic: for othcrwi[c i^ions ( Gods^hammers ) do bit 

beat cold iron : wicked men grow worfe for commons, as water U more coS, 

are .^ oie ftubborn or more ffupid after a whipping. 
y 7 y C ? God > as Pffoners at the bar, or malcfariours upon therack: 
yea/c^^^^ after a fort, and yet not finde him Vrov.x .27. no though they 

a C v hc i sand fi^ bccaufe they feek hL noSy, and 

earneftly, or diligent y as Vrov.y.i 5. inflamcdly as Baruch Nehe.7.20. an /Ubez 

rbfv-°' 4; 1 °' accu . ratel y a " d anxioufly,as the Church fought her beloved Cant / 1 as 

«... t 

fokhim'^r' o’jaSr 1 ^/ 0 * thy , w , a >' cs ? ^ holc ch « will finde God mult 
J. turn early O fat isfre ns early with thy mercies, P fat. 90.14 Th ev mull fi'clc 

him early and late too Efay 2 6. 9 . a lm yes a„i by all mjatyt, the ApoffleCake* to 

r h f„‘ lle > but cf P«'% m affliftion. as here. lor he linker Jit Our Saviour 

om ff die Tvf 5 (o did Liavii out of the dec^, Jomb 

out of the whales belly, the Church when the was in danger, as (he thought of 
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lofing God, then Ihe fet np her note andcryed. Thou art put in the midfi of us, i I4 9 
leave us not Extingui lucem nec pat tare tuam. Thus afiidion exciteth devotion in the 4 
Saints : and although they feck, the Lord and his firength,feek.hlsface evermore , yet 
efpecially , In their difirefe they cryed unto the Lord , and he heareth them 
Vfal. 120.1. iii the night of afflidion they take the light of a lively faith, and feek 
him early . And that they may not fail to finde him, they call in help of others, as 
here in the next chapter. Come and let us return, crc. 


CHAP. VI. 

Verfe l.f^Ome and let us return unto the Lord, drc. So fweetly was Gods ex- 
pedation anfwered : as like wife it was in David Vfal.zy.%. No fooner 
could God fay. Seek, ye my face, but his holy heart anfwered (as it were by an 
eccho) Iny face Lord will I feek. Look what God aimeth at in his adminifiration 
to his elect: he will have it: He will have out the price of his Sons blood, who gave 
himfelf for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity, &c. and that he might give 
repentance to ifrael, and forgivenejfe of fins , Att. 5.3 1. See the proof and pradice 
hereof in thefe Jewifh converts. Come and let us return to the Lord &c See 
how in tholl* dayes and at that time the children of Jfrael fhall come, they and 
the children of ]ud*h together, going and weeping they fhall go and feek the Lord 
their God. They Jball ask. the Veay to Zion with their faces thitherward,faying Come 
and let us joy n our jelves to the Lord in a perpetual Cqvenant , that Jball not be forgot- ' 
ten. Judah and l/racl could not agree at ocher times: but when they are in a weep¬ 
ing condition, then they could, when they paffed through the valley of Bara and 1 
made it a Bochim with their penitent tears, even they could go from firength to 
(trength, or from company to company ( one company coming this way,and another 
that; and not reft untill every one of them in Zion appeareth before God. This was 1 
fulfilled, partly wheq the Lord turned again, the captivity of Zion out of Babylon 
and thofe that had (own in tears reaped in joy: thofe that went forth weeping and 
bearing precious feed came again with rejoycingand brought their fheaves with 
them, Vfal. 1 26.$ ,6. confer Jer. 29,13. partly, under their captivity and oppreflion 
by the Romanes, which was when Chrift came and by his Apoftles converted 
thoufands to the faith, fo that multitudes of them were faily added to the Church 
ABs 2 ..and 3. And laftiy at that long looked for calling of the Jewes • when they 
flhall flieto Chrift crucified as the doves unto their windows ; when they {hall bring \ 
their brethren as an offering to the Lord upon horfes , in charets , and in litters : that is 
though fick, weakly and unfit for travelfyec rather in litters, then not at all - every 
one exciting other, and laying, Come and let us return unto the Lord, &c'Return 
unto him, from whom we children of Ifrael have deeply revolted. Let us not pine away 
in our tranfgreffions, aa thofe Exck .3 3.10. for yet there is hope in Ifrael concern- 
ing thfc thing, io,2. wc have done all tkid wickedncfje j yet let us not tuvn afido 

from following the Lord ; for this were to adde rebellion to fin, 1 <SVw.i a.20. this 
were worfe then all the reft. 

C ome let us return unto the Lard J By our fins we have run from him : by repen¬ 
tance let us return unto him. See for this the Note on Zach. 1 .a. If the wicked have 
their Comcjrov.i.i 1. Efaj tf.ult. fliodd not the Saints have theirs ? as Efay 2.3. 
Zech.13.21, See the Note. Should not Andrei call Vhilip^nd Philip Nathancel, as 
one inke in a chain doth another, &c; True grace is communicative, charity is no 
jaiurle ; the Saints like not to go to heaven alone. 

For he hath torn J Rapuit not cepit , as the vulgar, by a foul miftake o fcapio 
tor rapio m the Hebrew Lexicons. Here thefe converts confeffe that their affliff ion 
neither came forth of the dufi , Job 5.6. nor without their defert : they acknowledge 
God to be the Lion that tore them, C/74^.5,14. and not without caufe: for that they 
had vvickedly departed from him. This is is one property of true repentance, ftill 
\ *° J u i t,hc God, and to fay as Mauritius the Emperour did ( niter David ) when he 
law his wife and children flam by the traytour Vhecas, & c . Righteous art thou, O 
ord mall thy wayes^ and jufi mall thy proceedings. Another property of it is, to 

bring a man to God with feme affurance of healing. 

He 
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He will heal us, ] For he is Jehovah the Phyfician, Exod. 15.26. Now Omri 
potcnti medico nuUtts infinabilis occurrit morbus , faith Ifidore, To an Almightv 
Phyfician, no difeafe can be uncurable. Ephraim went to the Affyrian upon fight 
of his difeafe; but he could not heal him. Chap. 5. 13. But God both can and will 
Here he is compared both to a Phyfician, he Kill.heal-, and to a Surgeon he wig 
hinde up. That which the Poets fable concerning Telephm his Spear, is here onelv 1 
verified: Unacademic mamu vulnus opemque ferat. The famejholy hand that 
tare us,muft cure us: and the found perfwafion of his readinefife to do it for us will 
fooneft of any thing bring us into his prefence, ludas confelfech his wound and 
defpaireth of the cure. But Peter is conftraimd by the love of Chrifl to weep bit¬ 
terly, and beleeve. A ftroak from guilt broak ludas his heart inco defpair: but a 
look from Chrifl; brake Peters heart into tears. There is no mention oflfraels 
lamenting after the Lord, while he was gone.- but when he was returned, andfet- 
led in Kiriatb-jearim , then they poured forth water, &c. a bam. 7. then the\ ga- 
ther about him, and will do any thing that he commanded! them. Let us draw near 
with a true heart, in full affurance of faith, Hcb. 11.22. 

Deijcitut relevee: premit tit filar ia praftet, 

Enecat, ut pojjie vivificare , Dues. 

P'erfe 2. After two dayes Kill he revive ns, ] Whereas fome of thofc that were 
called upon to Come and return unto the Lord, might fay with thole in / eremy , Nay 
for there u no hope , God hath mortally wounded us, fo that we are already in the 
jawes of death, free among the dead, as the Pfalmifl: hath it, free of that company: 
The better fort of them, fulleft of faith, anfwer : Dead though we be, yet God 
will revive us : and long though it feem, yet after tKo dayes, or fuch a matter, in 
a very (hort fpace, fo foon as ever it (hall be convenient, and for our greateft «ood 
He that frail come to our comfort, will come, and will not tarry. And for the cer¬ 
tainty of it, as fure as the third day followeth the fecond, fo fure fhall deliverance 
come in due fcafon: fear ye not. 

In the third day he Kill raife tu „p, J He will, he will, never doubt of it. O the 
Rhetoric k of God ! O the certainty of the promifes 1 See the like exprefiions, Efay 
2,6.20. & 10. 25 ' Hagg. 2. 7. Habak,. 2. 3. H e b. 10.37. and have patience. Gods 
help feems long, becaufeAve are fhort: Nec quia dura, fid quia mo lies patimur. 
We fhould draw forth hope as a line: and think we hear Chrifl: faying as he did to 
Peter, }Vhat I do thou knoKcft not now , but thou /bait k>ww hereafter. 

Perfe 3. Then fballwe knoK, ] Heb. And we frail k»oK, we frall follow on 
to know 1. e. We fhall experimentally know the Lord, if weturnuntohim: wee 
fhall calf and fee that the Lord is good. We fhall not onely be railed out of the dufi 
of death, that is, of deep afflictions, ( wherein we lay as among the pots ) and live 
in his fight, that is, comfortably, but we fhall know him, which is life eternall • 
yea we fhall profecute knowledge, follow on to know, as unfatisfiabie, and not con¬ 
tent with any meafures already required : yea we fhall proceed therein and make 
progrefTe, as the morning light doth to the perfect day. 1 hofe that turn from their 
iniquities fhall underftand Gods truth, Dan. 9. 13. fhall be of his Councel Pfal. 
25.14, fhall have the mindeof Chrifl:, 1 Cor. 2.16. the wifdom of God in a my- 
. y \ V vt 7 ' fuch a3 thc S reac Rabbicsoft he world can no more underftand then 
Che Phthftins could Sampfins riddle, verfi. 8. yea thefe pure in heart jlali feeGod 

rt.' h ^ ee an< * bvc ’ f ce him^and eat and drink , being much acheared and 
refreshed as thofe Nobles of Ifrael, Exod. 24. 1 o, 11. Provided that being on* 
enlightned, and having tailed of the heavenly gift, they be not flothfull, but (hew 
the Jame diligence, Heb. 6. 4,1 f, 12. in the ufe of means to get more knowledge till 
they all rowe in the unity of the faith , and of the knowledge of the Son of God Into a 
perfect man, unto the meafure of the future of the fulnefe of Cbrifr, Ephef, 4. 13, 
or, ( as the words may be read ) of that age wherein Chrifl filkth all in all , Ephef. 

3. 19. fo as to be able to comprehend with all Saints the feverall dimenfions, and to 
knoK thc love of Chrifl, which paffeth knowledge, Lo, this is indeed to follow on 
to know the Lord : when we arc ftill adding to our vertue knoKledoe , till (tvith 
thofe famous Romans ) wc be full of goodneffe, filled brim-full with all knowledge, 

able 
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able alfito admonifr one another, faying, Come , and let us returne to the Lord, &c. 

Come ye , and let m really in the light of thc Lord, Efay a. 5. walk in that light we 
have and we fhall have more: for to him that hath, fc. for ufe and praCtif t, frail be 
given Mar. 4.25. He that firft begs, and then digs for knowledge, fearchingfor 
ber as for hid treafure, Prov. 2.3,4. He fhall be fure of fome daily comings in 
from Chrifl: he fhall underftand the fear of the Lord, and finde the knowledge of 
God verfe 5. Chrifl: will fay unto him* as once he did to Nathaneel, Thou fhalt 
fie greater things then thefe, lohni. 50. even great and mighty things, which thou 
knoweft not, ler. 33.3. , . _ ... 

His going forth is prepared as the morning, J That is, as fure as the morning rol- 
loweth the night, and fhineth more and more unto thc perfeft day ; fo fure fhall 
God appear for our comfort, and fhall difpell the night of our calamity. Mourning 
1 lafteth but till morning ; and as before the morning-light is the thickeft darkneffe, 
fo before deliverance our afflictions are ufually increafed upon us- Godappeareth 
on the hidden and beyond expectation, ( as out of a cloud, or as out of an engine) Ik 

and fhews himfelf then ufually, when things are at word. Hence that of lob, P ofl . . . 

tenebras Jpcro lucem: and that of the Church in Micah, Though I fall, I fhall 1 * 7 ‘ * 
arife: Khen I fit in darkneffe, the Lord fhall be a light untome. Fatablus applieth orietmChri- 
this Text to thc comming of Chrifl, that daj-flar from on high,, that Sun of righ- fhtsutaurora 
teoufneffe to whom all the Prophets point Gods people, when they would comfort quaadvenm 
them indeed ; for he is the Confolation of Ifrael, tj:e Defire of all Nations, for t( ’ 

whom their fouls waited more then they that Katch for the morning , wait for the 
morning, Pfal. 130.6. But becaufe Gods going fotth is oppofed to his departure, 
when he retired to his place, chap, 5.10. therefore his fetlcd going forth here, is 
by moft interpreted of his manifeftations of his mercy to his poor prifinersof hope , 
thofe difconfolate captives, whom he not onely brought back from Babylon , but 
alfo fhined into fome of their hearts, by the light of the knoKledge of the glory of aCor. 4 .$. 
God in the face of lefus Chrifl* 

and he Jhall come unto us as the rain, ] As the fhowres of blcfiing, 34- 2 < 5 . 
rain of liberalities, Pfal. 68.9. rain of righteoufnefTe, Hof, 10.12. Cito exaudime 
Dominc : complue me, faith Auftin upon thofe words of David , My foul thirfleth 
after thee, as a thirfiy land. Hear me quickly, O Lord, rain righteoufnefle upon my 
dry foul/fill me with the fruits of thy Spirit; whofeworkit is to illuminate and 
fanCtific’ as it is the Fathers to heal, verfe 1. and the Sons to revive, and raife us 
together with himfelf, the firft-fruits of them that fleep, verfe 2. 

^ the Utter and f ormer rain unto the earth. ] fc. in perfection pf gifts and 
p races by degrees wrought in our hearts: Or, in feafonable and futable comforts* 
as rain’in feed-time, foftening the ground: and a little before harveft, to plump 
and fill up the corn in the ear, , , . „ 

Verfe a. O Eohraim, what Jhall I do unto thee, &c ? ] See how foon the Pro¬ 
phet changeth his note. Hitherto he had fet forth their repentance, in fenfe of 
mercy : now all on the fudden, he upbraideth and threatneth them for their incor- 
rigiblenefle, and inconftancy. Minifters mult turn themfelves, as it were, into all 
I fhapes and fafhions, both of fpeech and fpirit, to win people to God. Aarons bels 
muft be wifely rung, faith One. Sometimes the Treble of Mercy founds well. At m. mi Rop 
other times the Tenour of Judgement, or Counter-tenour of reproof founds bet¬ 
ter : and it oft falls out that the Mean of Exhortation foundeth befl: of all. It is 
his wifdom to obferve circumftances, and know how to curfe as well as blefle, chide 
as well as comfort, and l'peak warre to a rebell, as well as peace to a friend. And 
herein indeed lieth the wifdom and faithfulnefle of a Teacher. Then, and onely 
then (hall he prove himfelf fincere, and unpartiall, when he holds this courfe. 

What frail I do unto unto thee ? It is, as if God {hould fay, I have done mine ut- 
mofl, as Efay 5.5. Mich. 5.3. and now am at a Hand, and can fcarce tell what 
to do more. See the like expoftulatory complaints, ler. 2, 30, 31 - &Cbap. 5.3- 
Amos 4.6. Efay 26 10. Matth. 11.16,17,18. & 23. 37 * 1 would, but thou 
wouldeft not. As the loving hen is alwayes caring for her chickens, and calling 
them about her, that {he may gather and guard them from the mifchief of all ver¬ 
min : but they will needs be ftragling, and fo perifh. So if Gods people will not 
hearken to his voice, if Ifrael will none of him; what can he do lefle then give them 
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Chap 


M f’ r nS r , mth ¥‘ 3 ' M y mfileZf , and wkhMtf 

M, bond, m ,bM'ls\ and with Van/ I have grL heavLhTfd 7 fmilZu } ' 
row m my hearty for my perverfe Countrey-mem Peter calicth th*m ° mwitall ^ r - 
iwr*u°n, fuch crooked pieces than there was no working upon chcrr 
Carver can cut the fimilitude of any creature vet not 0™ ^ A J?. in 8 

Where lieth the fault? furely in the crookednefte of the 
vers cunning: fo isic here. When men wreftlp urirh rlj’ ,? notin the Car- 
himofF, as the Apoftles word fignifieth, Htb. \ z ^ take ’/thf Wif| 2 ’ 5 ' 
the fword of his Spirit, left it ftfould prick them afhearr a c 5 ^ bucKlers /gamft 
the life-blood of their lufts, that they might li ve wlntc^frhn ‘ 1 7 ‘a A d et T 
cafe, more then pity their unha ppineffe and nnntfK tJ ** e ^ 1 ® Lord dp ,p tb,s 
- the Judgepkfj amaleSr aTi.c Ha^l hu 77 7 ftubb “. 
thief or murtherer ? Tell me not here thar CnA ui ^ e j conc fomneth him as a 
and Judah then he did * and they 

as that Leper in the Go pel did Whf> Lord vin C ° G °J S ^ ueftion b ™> 

Hence it is, God by his abfolutcpLlrZ £ t 5 °“ w,k tbou c anft make me dean! 
water, ftones to yceld children to Abraham • ,r °”. ,T 0fks ftream forth 

fave without means,&c. But tt is his affuaP power wbat [ osver he pleafeth* 

( having tied the end and th 

will not, bring men to the end without their nfin« ^ Jr V L < beraufehce 
the end: for that is the ordinary £3?^Tch wK. A^SS*, TP 

will not alter, but upon fpeciall occafion as our Saviour ™-il * e,and wh ‘ ch h? 

and “«h* feediligof the widow of 

rain down righteoufneile UDon us an«1 \ 7 a P V > Wfhy what (houid you do, but 
good all over, we havTreCed ’ d• S n W,th '“' '"S-kindnefTes /for we are 
Hypocrites, l c ' r }4 ™ ,?£? £££ 23 *“ ‘ hr f* b * a ' ir ' «d of tbofe 
they were clean efcaped from them who I', ^ * foIne A P oftaces ll ‘ hls kime, that 

they had alfo efcaped thlplZilZ?ftlZld 7 °*'''. " nd (Tor matcer oK P™ di V 

feemed very forward in \l were a /£ fiZftJT*- * W3y ° r &*<*(*&,*& 
exereifes, &c. who yet afterwards fell off bo /T es In •• Tee "h, ^ng-leadei s of good 
mandementSy and “' r com- 

fow to her wallowing again in the mire *And th”' ’\ n f ^lth the wafted 
braideth this people with ( and fo ftnns rh * ^ 1S If tb x at wblcb cbe Tord here up- 

or mercifulnefre/theTr } ^ ^ g °° dne ^ 

clfe but a morning-cloud] , a watericHe cloud* " dchai ^y C0Vv “‘J men, , as nothing 
an out-fide onely, an empty found J v 'Zl ^ 3 mCer flaunt » ^ 

dew, which is foon dried up^y the Sun beams - S *5 T 8 aJib aS tl,e mornin g- 

fickle, unfteady and n«rft«W ^ 

theticall complaint of them ; God knew not w h P . ,nconfta " c y- Hence this pa- 
not what to do with them. Thefe were ^ - e ■ 13Ve t ! ien, > an ^ therefore 
faflin hu covenant, Pfal. 78. 36 27 thev are^° d ' becaule not ft ecl - 
fhall not excell,G f ».49. 4 .theynem were * 1 ® therefore they 
power, P fat. uo 3 , his power was nev^rnnr%^F ,n§ pC °P C ,n che da Y ° f Chrifts 
to Gods will. They never yet attained tnrhff r'* ^ P °? them> CO Pubdue their wils 
found minde, 2 Tim. 1 7 Inconftl d th&t f ,nC of P ower ^ of iove, and of a 
Vracl repentethnot , 1 Sal\i $ i9 ^ y COines fr0m weakneffe. The Jlrength of 

JrtLZ¥¥ n Py e . 1 * n * dlh »b"0j>r V l H t,'2 Therefore? where- 

InluifMf in . I_ r t i- 


fore ? becaufe there is fo little ftabilitv Therefore? where¬ 
of? and on, fo light and falfe hearted . f °f i ,ty !? them: becau fo they are fo 

all to fmall purpofe ) but have ftaro^v reh f r ^ 1 avc P P arec ^ fo f no P a ins, (chough 
the faith : yea I have rb at they might b \ found in 

T by powerftUconvidioM^TOnfthmc^fo^niM^f rX- 1 ’ ** ii 3 i 0 


the judgements are wri ten “ k wereSl [° ll ’ at ' I 7 =te felf-condemned, and 
1 as rt weie w,th a >>nwi of the Sun, they are fo clear to 

themfelves 
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themlelves and others. This is the coherence, and the realon of the illative particle 
Therefore. It is the fad complaint of a late Reverend writcr,*when we have fpent 
all our wind on our people, their hearts will be ftill apt to be carried away with every 
wind of doftrine. They are wonne, faith another, with an apple, and loft with a 
nut: no man knows where to find them in one mind for a moncths fpacc: fuch a 
generation of Mooncalves never appeared in the world before. Our giddy-hearers 
(faith a third) after all our pains taken with them, have no mould, but what the next 
teacher cafteth them into; being blown like glaffes, into this or that fhape at the 
plealurc of his breath. But to return to the Text. 

I have hewed them by the Prophets ] who are here compared to Mafons or ftone- 
hewers , 2 King. 12. 12. 1 C hron. 22* 2. Job 19.24. Efa) 51.i- to Carpenters 
1 King. 5-iy. Prov. 9.1. Efay 5.2. to day-labourers who dig pits and ciftcrncs 
Deut.6.1 i.and 8.9. 2 Chron.iO.io.Neh.g^^. Jer.2.13. A minifters life is no idle- 
mans occupation; they meet with many rough ftones, knotty pieces, hard quarres, 
tough work. Some arc ftones crumbling,all to crattle, as foon as wc begin to ham¬ 
mer them ; and as timber falling to fplinters when wc fall to hewing of them: and 
other fuch fons of I 'dial there arc that aman cannot Ipcak to them: 1 Sam. 25. 17. 
they arc thorns that cannot be taken with hands, bjst the man that fball touch them muft 
be fenced With iron, and with the ftajfe of a fpearc.' Tbcfe fball be thruft aWay as thorns , 
and utterly bnmt with fire , 2 Sam. 2 3.6,7. And for the better fort, thofc lively fionesy 
1 Pet. 2.y, and fmoother pieces that are to be fet into Gods building,bcing made by 
his grace more malleable and tradable, there muft be a great deal of painstaken 
with them, th^tthey may be as the polifted corners of the Temple -. they muft be 
humbled and hammered, Ier. 23.29. pared and planed here in the mount; for there 
may neither hammer,nor axe,nor any tool of iron be heard in the heavenly houfc,for 
which they arc fitting,! Kin. 67. And herein we are labourers together withGod ;ye 
are Gods husbandry,ye are Gods building ,1 Cor. 3.9.In which labourous kind of life, I 
endure all things for the ElcSts fake , that they may be faved, faith Paul, 2 T im. 2. 1 o. 

, And 1 dare be bold to fay, faith Luther, that faithful Minifters do labour and fweat 
* more in a day, then husbandmen do in a monetb. And for mine own part, faith he. 

Si mihi effet integrum vocationcm deferercy If it were lawful for me to leave my cal¬ 
ling, 1 could with Idle pains and more pleafurc, dig and do day-work, then labour as 
] now do, in the work of the miniftry. P arcus thinks that the next words, 

I have killed them with the Words of my mouth ] is fpoken by God of che Pro¬ 
phets. <j.d. I have fet them fo heavy a task and put them fo hard to it, that it hath 
been the death of them ; fuch crabbed and rugged fpirits they have met with, fuch 
ftubbornand tough timber that had long lain foaking in the waters of wickednefTe : 
thefe tooles of mine are even worn out with working. * But though this be a pious 
interpretation, and not altogether improbable, becaufe of the change of perfon 
here, vi*,. them hr you: yet becaufe fuch a change is ordinary in Scripture and Em- 
phatical alfb; namely when God feemeth deeply difpleafed with any one, and there¬ 
fore ieaveth taking to him, and turns himfelf fuddenly to another ( fee c^.4.14. 
and s,3.4.) I conceive it may very well be fo in this place. Occidiifios I have flain sicenmct*. 
tlieie refiadtaries and rebels with the words of my mouth. I have beaten fo hard temptim loqui - 
upon their confcicnce?,that they have had no joy of their lives.T fave marked them ,mr ' 
ouefor deftrudion,by threatening it,as Jer.i8,7.8.andcAi.io.£//y&^ hath hisfword 
as well as Jehu and Hazacly 1 King.19.1j. and when Elifha unfteatheth and bran- 
diflaethhis fword, it is a fair warning that the fword of Jehu and Ha^ael are at 
hand. See £-ce£.. 11.13. And it came to paffc that when I prophefied, P elatiah the 
fon of Ecnaiah died. So did .Ananias and Sapphira, Afts$. So do many defpifers 
nowadayes, though it appear not by them. Aman may have his banc about him, 
though he fall not down dead in the place, if any man hurt Chrifts two witnefles, 
fire (though not felt ) procecdeth out of their monthes and devourcth their enemies. 

Rcv.w.%. 

And thy judgements arc as the light that goeth forth ] i.e. I have clearly denounced 
them and will as openly execute them in the fight of this Sun. The righteous p>all fee 
it and Jball fay , Lo this is the man, &c. Pfa.$i.6.j , and 119.137. Thou, by thine 
hypocrific,and cxtcrnall fcrvices^ as verfe6. hath call a mift before mens eyes, that 
they cannot chink thee to be lo near a judgement; but I will difpell that mift, and 

make 
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make my works a comment upon my word: and having fent unto^hee apow^TlI 
mimfkry, lot to no purpole, 1 will make thee, who wouldft not hear the word » 
bear the rod, and Who bach appointed it. Mic.'j. p. * 

Vtrfeb. Forldofmdmrcymdml ftcrifilej that is. rather then ftcrificc- I 
of'thcfirft m:,rrOW andp,th ° f thcfc “ nd table ' “ore *e ceremony and furfi.ee 

«nj/-£n , Idl f redmerc }lK<b. ldefred it with fingttlar delight and complacency, Anna 

c "p fatt h This is a golden fentcnce, twice quothed by Chrift him- 
felf, Mar.9.13. and Mat 12.7 which noteth the cminency of it. And with it 
agrecth thatanfwer of the Scribe fo much approved of by our Saviour Mar 12 ,1 
1 olove thy neighbour as thy fellF is more then all burnt-offerings and (acr.fiees 
AndthatofthcAuthourto iheHebrewes. But to do good and to communicate 
forget not: for with luch fact, fees God is well pleafed Chap.,;., 6. a g, cat deal 
better pleafed then with all the outward fcrvices and (acrifke. of the Law 
JH.SM.cUrh, r hlch " er ? commanded by God, but nor to be relied in. fheie be fam™ 
Lifecfu,/,. fentences .ndeed 5 fuch as a man would fetch upon his knees from Rome ~ I °«! 

fatem, as a Reverend man faith of certain brave iayings of Luther, which he had re. 
cited_ Mercy is here put for all the duties of charity ; as the knomic-ge of God is 
for thofe other of Piety, whereof it is the rife and foundation Mercy is fa foil 
»»» m pot,or fed mnotice not* better but as better known, and more noriced 
Thcy arefettogether.bccaufe they mull not be lundrcdinourpradhfe. OH.', e 
mull be umverfal,extending to the Compaffe o( the whole Law. A man muft not be 
fnnambnlns virtmnm, as TcrtMian Ipeakes, going in a narrow track of obcdimce 1 
p.clong and chuling what he will do and what not; following God in fuchdutS 
as will hut with him and no further. He rf/dto after Godlt Caleb Nam., Til 
Art.. 3. ha ve refpeft to all Gods commandments, and do all his wills, as David walktln ali 

the commandments and ordinances of the Lord blamelef.as ZachrrymA El,ITT 
Label 6.1 hefc partiall and pcrverfc Jewes walked in all the ordinance,, but they 

lZt!Z Ztll 7 m A TT W T ' 1: °S«hcr for the ccremon.allLuwS 
ncglcfled the moral. Oril they did any thing that way, itwa. but the outward adl 
of a commandment, which men ma\'nacuraliy perform Thin ht-mhic-A u ir 

Efay 8 a ^ XTl^ ** 

aKin.,1',0. b ™ tha ' fa '.™e ht tbe Altar of Damafeas, yet reputed a faithfulman ofhTworf 
An hypocrite may (hew mercy, but not love mercy. Mic 6 8 and U nnw k 
notafleaive.y.praaically, ./.ordmg to that of ,4i„t 

uZZ h T' 1 Joh.2.23. This is thar obcd.ence which is 

better then facrl fi c <-> 1 * 5 Ter. 7.21. and no wonder, gat*per viElimas a- 1 

l nZ T’ 7 t™* T V 7 UnUS ? Y °t rU faith one - in f'acrifices’the 

J&T* TT hC "‘ b Jt h tf hI, . rulh "f b 'ofnature,fawtobebertcr ffidCw3 
Wr" And" “ keep thy fdfpurc and upright, faith IfocrateloNil,. 

Avid Non hove Mattato caeleftia numineigaudent. 

d ’ Sed,qua praftanda eft &fine tfftefides. 

venant-breakers, to that firflr ttanlgreffour Adam in whom thcy a 7 w 'e »sthe 

SS 

S- ,^ nd ° f tbcfcfoma a V»“nreadita,us 

rSae moTeolteft rr'Tsif’r beC " * covenlt :V,TJ 1 m 2 

fxdut a/icujut r . . a l,: ’then as if they had had to do with dull and a/V-s like rliem- 

hommis infirm ^' vcs » w«h then: feUow-crcatures, and not with the great God : a-.d miUt there- 
ft?* “ T" k 'n i0 b f ^ibircollars, which rhe^fit onforj 

P i ip off again foi their own Others read it," as we do; 

They 


£fay.8.2. 

aKin.iiJ.lo. 


yjAKi&v 
K, 5ifjr.ordct 

Ifoc. 
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Chap .6. the Trophecie of Hofea. 

They like men have tranfgreffed&c. forry men. fickle and falfhearted men .fuch as Da- 
W pointed at, when he laid ,AU men arelUrs y and Paul, 2 Cor.3.3.Are ye mtcarnal- Pftl.ntf.ii. 
and wallas men, that k, as profane men, alients from the common-wealth oflfraci? 

Singular things are exported fromGods peculiarj^r.S. 47 -as to be eminent in good 
works. Tit 3.14. to get above others, as Saul was above the people by head and , _ 

fhoulders; to get to the very top of godlincffc, as the Apoftles phrafe importeth, 

Efai. 5. 15. to keep Gods covenant as the apple of the eye, as Solomon faith, Prov. x“l^ e9V 
7.2. that little man in the eye, that cannot be touched but he will be diftetnpered. This jfim. 
the world counts precilenefle, and makes nothing of tranfgreffing, of leaping over 
the hedge of any comrhandment, fo they may fhun a piece of foule way. Lo, this is 
the manner of molt men, yea, of all men by nature; they make no bones of tranf¬ 
greffing the laws, of changing the ordinance, of breaking the everlafting covenant, 

1 fay. 24.5. And this when they do, they work de fno & fecund urn hominem - for 
Homoefl inverfus Dccalogusy the natural man (lands acrofle to the law of God, to 
the whole Decalogue: the two tables whereof are called the tables of the covenant , 

Deut.9. 9,11 - Neither is this any exenfing or extenuation of their fin, that they do 
but their kind, they doit as men. It is an aggravation rather, q.d. They notoncly 
tranfgrcffe my covenant, but they do it naturally, and oiit of the vilenefle of their 
proper inclinations; like as the devil, when he lpeakethalie, he fpeaketh, de Juo 
of his own, fob. 8.44. he can do no otherwife. It- is as impoffiblc for rf:ofe that are 
1 carnal and walk as men to keep covenant with God, as for a toad to fpit cordials. If 
at any time they make an overture of doing it, if they make an eflay, it is but as the 
morning cloud, and as the early dew that goeth away, as verf 5. with which this verfe 
cohcreth; the6 . verfe comnungin. as ic were by a pirenthefis. 

There have they dealt treacheroujly againft me J There > where ? in the very point 
of the covenant, which by their facrifices and burnt-offerings they fb folemnlypro- 
feffed and engaged to obferve : lo, therein have they prevaricated, and then at the 
fame time have they falfificd, as thefameword is ufed, Pfal. 14. 5. I have been 
. neare in their mouth, but far from their reines, fer. 9. 2. In words they profeffc to 
know me, but in wo: ks they deny me, being abominable and difobedient, and to e- 
very good work reprobate. Tit. 1.16. Or there, that is, (as the Chaldee Paraphraft 
fenfethit,) In that good land which I have given them, even in Gilead, as in the 
next word-. They live in my good land, but not by my good laws .* yea, they have 
filled it (as the curfed Canamites did before them, E<.ra. 9. 11.) from one end to a- 
nother With their uncleannejfc, which therefore longs for a vomit to cad them out: 

There have they dealt treacheroufly, as the adultereflc doth, who forfaketh the guide 
of herjouthy andforgettetb the covenant of her God. The fins of fuch as break cove¬ 
nant with God are fins of a double die; they arc wickedneffe with a witneffe,be- 
caufc they do wickedly againft the covenant, Dan. n. 32. thefe treacherous dealers Prov.2.17. 
deal treacherou{ly,yca,rhefe treacherous dealers deal very treacheroufly, i/47.24.16. 

And this they have done againft Me, who have (looped fo low, as to ftrike a co¬ 
venant with them ; and fuch a covenant, 2 Sam. *3*5- and have never failed or 


falfified. S ccDciit. 29.24,25. 

Vcrfi 8. Gilead is a city of them that work, iniquity ,[] Another Eceniropolis ; fuch 
a city there was in Greeee, andfo called by king Philip, for the naughtineffe of the 
Inhabitants. This Gilead was one of thofe ten cities ofrcfnge beyond ]ordan t givm 
totbcPriefts forapoffellion, J07J. 21. 36, &c. arid probably the chief city, which 
therefore bare the name of the whole councrey, as Athens was called tie Greece of ^ 
Greece. The inhabitants thereof (though Levites) were theworftof men, workers 
of iniquity, fuch as did wickedly with both hands, earneftly wearying chemfelves in 
the Devils drudgery ; and then fitting down to reft them in the chair of peftilence t 
1 There is not a worfe creature upon earth, or fo fit for hell, as a profane Prieft, a de¬ 
bauched Minifter, Mat. 5.13. Corrttptio optimipefsima, as the fweeteft wine mafkes 
thefowreft vinegar, as the fineftflcfhis rcfolved into the vileft earth; and as the 
whiteft ivory burnt, becomes the blacked coal; Who would have looked for fo 
much wickedneffe at Gilead, at Shiloh, at Anathoth, at ]erufalem where the Priefts 
and Scribes bare fway, and did dominari in fugg-ftis ? And yet that once faithful city 
was become an harlot: it was full of Judgement, rigbteoufneffe lodged in it, but 
now murderers, In our Saviours time it was Propbetarummaccllum, the fhughter- 

X houfc 
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„ h °.“ fe of thc S ‘“““ 15 now «,and once London was in bloody .SowwTwT 
A0.& Ma . whom a certain good woman once cold in a letter, that he was defervedlvcalkd Z 
common cat-throat smd generstl fluughter-Jlave to all the Bilhops of&Slc 

5 * 8 - 53 7 G*-* Wm polluted m;hblood y not onely with thc bloodof fouls (by theirde 

fault drowned in perdition and dcftruftion)but of bodies coo, deftroyej bv thet 
handsor means. rhePncftsof thefe times may feem, bv what is ■ 

the next verfe, to have been men.of their hands? the fwtn fw^l°oflede“ 
VlI > foehns was Tsmothcns thrnlns Bdhopof Alexandria, Anno 46^ooe A™ 

cent who threw Peters keyes into the rivrr Tib** - l „ ,'r ^° pe 1 

called it, and that Philip Kiiiop 

Richard the fir A, who fem his armour to the PopfXS’thefe wordfe™ ,fc T ° Ut 

luch as were good, had made them very precious And ^ ^ * 

ftrtoeornrn mhU v.Ln,. Now this is here inftanced as an odions tran Soil of £ 
covenant, when fuch as made inch a drew of (acrifice to God CfS Lt 
fucke 7 s 7 t0 mCn! WhC " rUCh “ fll ° Uld be Tc“cbm,v/etc turned Tyrants and l I 0C( jI 

fo^itffif* anl3E4^h^51tT£h^v va J lMth r ch of *• 

the foremctitioned wicked defies were commitr inflinfudoEhru to , fllcw> . t ^ 5 a J |J. 
of their Priefts, who were now turned ! do 5 lorum,by the mftmft 

Jcw-dodour the^ea^g^^th^texcfand^eccived^thismTwer * ^ 

the Padeover and the Pcntecofi, the people ut-d to ™"„T ' r, tlmeof 

were going in their journey, thefe Priefts wruMlSnf 6 J» 7 *£r/«»; andasthoy- 

Others chinlc.thatthefecorrnptprieftstookintothcircity ofrefimnd- ^ jhcmr 

and murtherers; who not having whereupon othcrw fe rn fi,hrft d , h f V f 
Vtayonon, Cat they call them j and returning again into the 
with the Priefts Who had their iliare = and a“e thereforecS » f 7 ‘ 

tors, and are faid to murder in the way by confer., or tillone°t ” 
and Levi did at Shechemn A c,>/jL.v.- J t ■. or w * th °»e}houldcr, or zsStmccn 

Ex dtfiinata thefe words are rendred) &all this they did ofmaheef cr £ el ty [ 0r /° man y wa y es 
called here P re P cn fed mif- 

confillo ‘ afted, faith King David. They exe/uted the c «, nS ^ ght . in , *** . h «rts, fo they 

Von tamovm Pa . ra P h raft. They machinated mifehief,: and then praftifeTwhat thcv ^ aId 

wo fimile. WIt h a deliberate will, and as it were with an hi^h hon4 t V 1 3t ™ c y plotted 

se&sf csairssis^ 

-*„ V ^ M aSS* a^s^saajsss.- 

Nonaudet S tygius Pluto ten tan quod audet 
Effrcnis Monachus, _„ 

Or'rj’r.stis ‘{ s£™i J N ° u/ "' a y*«f 

thofe 
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thole idolaters faid, The Lord feeth us not, the Lord hath forjaken the earthy Ezck_, 

12. / have [ecu it, faith Cod, and been fore troubled at it, and even affrighted; 
jo as a man is quanto horripilatur , when his hairs Hand an end ; as when the de¬ 
vil appeareth to him like an hairy Satyr. See Lcvaj.j. with the Note. Certain it 
is, chat Cod hateth fin ( but efpecially Idolatry, that abominable thing, as hecalleth 
ir,yt /-. 44 4. ) worfe chert he hateth the devil himfclf: for lie hateth the devil for 
, fins fake, and not fin for the devils fake. Idolatry mutt needs be fo much the more 
odious to him, becaufe therein the devil fets up himfelf in the place of God ; and 
requires men (as once he did Chrift himfelf) to fall down and worship him. See 
Dent. 52. 17. 1 Cor. ic. 20. l<ev. 9. 20. So he dealeth by the poor Indians at this 
day, compelling them toworftiip him with bodily worfliip, and tormenting them, 
if they do not, worfe ( if worfe may be) then the cruel Spaniards ; who fuppofe 
they iheiy the wretches favour , when they do not, for their pleafure, whip them 
with cords, and day by day drop their naked bodies with burning bacon The He¬ 
brew word here ufed, hath fome letters more then ordinary in it, to encreafe the fig- 
nification, and to friew what a very horrible thing Idolatry is. Jt is fparca pollntto, JfemJ - n ^ 

as Jer. 23. 14. and worfe. See Jer. 2. 11, 12. and 18.13. and know that God doth 
not life to aggravate things beyond truth, as men do, vvicneffe Nebuchadnezzar, r,'''YV‘\ 3 ? 127 - 
Dan. 3. 14. 1 si: true , O Shadracb, Mefhncb, and Abtdntgo ? Or, is it of fet pur- , . , 

pofei 10 Huxtorf rendreth ic. Is it for the nonce, to provoke me? Or Nunqnid 
dcjolaiio > fo Arias A 1 out anus \ As if he fhould f;ty. What? you, tooppofethe 
command of a king? If this be futfered, what delolntion muft needs follow ? But 
this is not Gods way : he layes no more words upon a thing, then the matter amoifnt- 
cthtp if he call idolatry, filth, fornication, abomination, an horrible thing, fuch 
as a man would Hart, or Hand agalt at, we may be fure it is fo. The Septuagint here, 
render ic (ppiKa'Jit, things to be trembled at, or Ihreeked at. In Barbary J cis death 
1 for the Xeriffs wife, when fhefeeth a.man, though but thorow a cafement, not 
fuddenly to fliriek out. God is a jealous God, and allows not his to look toward 
ail Idol. If they do, he will foon fee it, and vifit forit. I have [ten, &c. 

There is the whoredome of Ephraim, ] .Thus God looketh upon it as filthinefTe, 
and naftineffe, which the people beheld as finenelTe and ncatneffe. And the fame 
do all (that have the minde of God, andfenfes exercifed to difeern betwixt good and 
' evil) judge of all the Popifli pomp and palterment, wherewith they bewitch the de¬ 
luded vulgar, as the ferpent S cytale floth the fleeing pafTenger, whom when fhe 
1 cannot overtake, yet with her beautifull colours Ihe doth fo aftonifii and amaze him, 
that he hath no power to palfe away, till filing to death. 

Verfe 1 1. Alfo 0 Judah, he hath jet an harvefl for thee, H This is a very diffi¬ 
cult Text: and much vexed by Interpreters. Ethicnifi Lyra lyrafet, nosomnes , 
deliraffemns. Lyra fets this fence upon the Text-, and I accord him : Though thou 
| Judah, art aifo to be carried captive: yet God hath Jet, or provided for chee, an' 
barvefi in thine own land, when l jhall have returned the captivity of my people, 
viz. under the conduft of Zorobabcl , by the Decree of Cyrus. Here then is a pro- 
niife of a j’oyfull harveft ta Judah, who is not co be punifhed with like feverityas 
Ifrael, Chap. 1. 7. and for the change of perfon, when I returned , for he Jhall have 
returned. See Efaj 29. 19. Ier. 31.23. Zeph. 3. ult. Pfal. 14. alt. Simul Juda 
caotivitas & redittts pradicitttr fqnificantcr admodum , faith Hierom here ; Both 
the captivity and return of Judah is here very fignificantly foretold. It is a ve¬ 
ry good Note that One giveth here, fc. that God in his chaftifements everfhew- 
ech himfclf mindfull of his Covenant: after a long barrennefTe, he fecteth for his Rnti. 
people a plentifull harveft, and turneth again their captivity, after that for a time 
he hath tried them. His mercy alfo and faithfulnefie herein appeareth, that he min- 
gleth promifes with threatnings: and whiles he utterly deftroyeth the kingdome of 
the ten Tribes, hepreferveth the Common-wealth of Judah, wherein the Mefiias 
was to come, and whereof there was not (by the ancient prophefies ) to be a dilfo- 
lution, till Shiloh came. Hence it is, that promifes of the reftauration of Judah are* 
ever intermingled, left any fhould doubt of the manifeftation of the Mefliah, in the 
fulnefle'of time. 
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Vcrfe 1. VV 3" 1 V rM/ > &c -l Whereas Ifrael, hcarim. 

r 1 , Y , ▼ .°* an ha PPy ba ™eft promifed to Judah, CW6. 11 and them 8 

felyes excluded, might complain of hard dealing: God (hews them here th it r?’ 
**- -5^-7 '“«¥'«« «p, faci ,, the faSt was meeTy mXmfZs Cod 
came with his healing medicines to have cured them,but they hated to be healed and 

n^e m of,iT;, r ^ Cd <- an r ^ ‘S*'" 11 the p hyfician, U thepotions „ ou U 
Cod L as they accounted them : yea (as if on pirpofe to croffe 

God.d ,hm the tmqmty of Lphratm wot differed,,.ni the 

tiflex) of S«mma,2 Of fo perverfe a fpirit were they: and therefore (ta Zt 
mens judgement, Peer- 12.8.) worthy to have been defpifed and let alone to perilh 

head ^nt^ i** com P 1 ‘“ K <' t 1S ' lle l< ‘P rol 'e in the head,it breaketh forth in their fore- 
head, and my people love to have it fa: but what will they do «the endtlrZf, 

n ^ d,fc °T eth a he l dftron g wilfulne/Te that was uncounfellable uncurel 
^ UnSaWa r after . con 7 ld:ion » with the bit between his teeth, as it were : he 
r ns, fay upon the rock. Am. 6. 12. where he firft breaketh his hoofes and then 
his neck- Some grow defperately finfiill, like thofe Italian Scnatours 'that def" 

vet? bein* co C V r ' ,VCS V^ i Whcn -n POn fubmi 0'on they had been promifed ’their lives ’ 
yet) being confcious of their villany, made a curious banquet ; and at the end there* 

?uch V ho y rr^hfHt UphlS of poyfon, and killed himfelf. So men 
! fl || f h a d bearts ’ and P rivle to fuch notorious fins, they caft away fouf 
It h a fearfufl font P f'^ becaufe ^ey lived defperately^and fo fe/urely^ 

SKK-ia^criisvri 

cooperate with it then death comes with rtie more pain and fpeed The flronoer' 
thC deep ™ l,bc ^ againft ir^ ti ic beno^T 
for they commitfalfehoodft} They do not the truth 1 ?ob 1 6 but deal f.liH,, 

ia ?5 

dealt with him TbereIdolatersliavm g plaied falfe with God, and treachcroufly 
a K eaway piety and fidelity is gone: as we fee in that unrighteous Tudne Luke 

Verfe 2. And they conftder not in their hearts 1 Heh Thrv • ./ • / 
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iefle alone, then when hee is alone; for ftill hee hath God and himfelf to 
talk to. 

that I remember all their toickedtteffe, ] i.e. Record and regifier them, as in a 
book, with a pen of iron, and point of a Diamond, If r. 17.1. that 1 feal them up 
in a bag. Job 14.17. as the Clark of Aflizes feals up Inditements, and at the Afli- 
, xcs brings his bag, and produceth them. Is not this laid up in ftore with me, and 
feeiled ttp among my treafures ? Dcut , 32.34. So little reafon is there, that wicked 
men (hould pleafe themfelves in hope of impunity. - And yectheydo, P/4/. 94. 7. 
they ftrive to ptrfwade themfelves, that the Lord doth not fee, neither doth the 
God of Jacob remember: They hide God from themfelves, and then think they 
1 have hid themfelves from Him. Herein they are alike foolifh as the Strutbiocamelus, pUn.lib.io, 
a bird as big as a Camell, and taller then a man: When this Buftard would hide cap. 1. 

, her felfe, fhe thrufts her head into a thicket, as conceiving that no body feeth her, 
becaufe fhe feeth no body ; and fo becomes a prey to the hunter. Caveatur carna- 
lis fecuritas. Let us walk evermore in the fenfe of Gods prefence, unlefle we had 
rather be carnally fecured, then foundly comforted. 

now their own doings have befet them about. [] Their ftudied wickedneffc, their 
contrived iniquities, fo Luther expounds the word doings : for wicked men are great 0mR 

fiudents, and break many a nights fleep in pernicious ploddings, Prov.4. 16. But ^ 
as the Blackbird is taken by birdlime made-of his own excrements, fo is the wicked 
befet by his own devices ; as by fo many ferjeants fet on by God. Some think (and 
not without probable reafon ) that the Prophet in this phrafe of befetting them 
about, alludcth to the future fiege of Samaria : wherein thefe finners againft their 
own fouls were lo ftraitly befec by the enemy, that they could not flee, or ftir, with¬ 
out d’rger. And . his he faith (hall befall them. Now, that is, fliorcly, and fooner 
then they think for: indeed howfhould it be otherwife, when as their doings 
are b lore n.y f tee f J E regione & velut adverfa ac deteftata , Over-anent and 
in full view, as a continuall eye-fore to me, Tfal. 57. 5. & 90. 8. fo that though I 
could or would fo» get them, yet they will not fuflfer me to do fo : fuch is their im- 
pudency, and importunaev for vengeance. Lyra makes it a’metaphor, from a thief 
ta*ven in the ad, with his back burden of ftollen goods; and as it were befet with 
them, and fo brought before the Judge. His own iniquities Jhalltake the Wicked, 
faith Solomon, Frov. 5.2,2. For how can he efcape the multitude of his fins within 
him, and the variety Of Gods heavie judgements without him,&c ? 

Verfe 3. They make the king glad with their wick*dneffe,~] A fad fyncratifmtts 
furely of king and people, exhilarating themfelves and each other in wickednefle; 

Their kings were well apaidof the peoples compliances with their unlawfull Edids: 
and the people no leffe well-pleafcd to gratifie and flatter their kings, as the Ro¬ 
mans did Tiberius and other Tyrants, who therefore faidof them, that they were 
fervum pecus , fervile foutes, & homines ad fervitntem parati , men made for 
flaves* Tyrants care not how wicked their fubjeds are: for then they know they 
will fwallow down any command though never fo impious, without ferupling, or 
confcience-making. They like to have fuch about’them, as will down with any 
thing, difgeft: iron for a need, with the Eftrich; and fay as that wretched man 
“ faid (when one complained he could not do fuch a thing for his confcience) “ I am 
“ matter of my confcience, I can do any thing for all that. Thus Balaam refolved 
to curfe what ever came of it: he went not afide as at other times, neither built he 
any more altars; but fet his face toward the wildernefle, as fully bent to do it, and 
nothing fhould-hinder him now, Numb. 24, 1,2. (confer Luke 9. 51.) Healfo 
gave wicked counfell to king Balak ( and fo made him glad at parting, though be¬ 
fore he had angred him ) to lay a ftumbling-block, before the children of Ifraely viz.. 
to fet fair women to tempt them to corporall and fpirituall fornication, that God 
might fee fin flagrant in lacolr, fome tranfgreflion in Jfrael, and fo fall foul upon 
them with his plagues. Numb. 23.21. Parafites propound to kings Juavia potiits 
qttam fana conftUa , pleafing, but peftilent counfell: they alfo aft for them, and un- . 
derthem, asDorixdid for Saul, and fo gratifie them, Letifie them, as here, make Rev * Za 
1 them glad, but it proves to be no better then rifus Sardonitts , fuch a mirth as brings 
bitternefs in the end: Wo to fuch mirth-mongers and mirth-makers; for ifthejftmll 
ftill do thus wickydly ,they (hall be continued,both they and their kingj Sam. 12,25. 
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. mchth {" l *‘l with calumn.es and falfe accuracies wher^S- 

they load Gods innocent feryants, and that again# their own conferees TW 
Dm S dealt by Duv,d. the Pnefts and Prophets by loan . the Perlian conrrJA 
Dtmcl and his companions ; Amuziuh by AmoK, HumJby the whole nation of the 
IeW f H \‘ r ‘? mby ‘ be Heathen Idolaters by the primitive Chriftians • which 

C Tf U l C fl„/° fe / na 1 y f r g “! m / d f fo , r them by Atheuugoas, and others 

1/ a tekrterksn to l,'S (and that's a common fault among them, as 

Rrov.ap.12. Saul, 1 Sam. 24. 9. Al hisftrvunts \X,il be wicked : he fliall have his A™,, J /,7 
£o«a that will fay as he fayes, and fit his humour to an hahr ; beftall^aimpleMy^f 
fuch as will flander the Saints, and call in odium upon the confcienciouffl, 
faw (faith McUuMon) an old coyn, on the one fide whereof was Zopyrm on the, 
other Zw/KS; he adds ,fmt ,mugo uulu, comitumur culumnU beue mereuL It was a 
picture of Princes courts, where are ftore of fuch as bv flatterv d.iwh 
black, and,by calumny, fprinkle black upon white.' X ’ wfutc u l’ on 

i&wv&mr. V "f- 4 - rbeymtUudHltenrs,^ Adulter,0 culcfcur.t fo Pagniue [elded in their 
bale lulls as thofe, Rom. 1. 27. all (for the moft part) were fuch: but efnedallvthe 
Courtiers, and cIawback-Informers,as verf 2 God in hi. in ft , y - 

them up to thofe vile affeftions or paflioni lf 

pieces with impurities : as He did alfo in thofe Heathens, Rom. 124 6 

bhhZTltT 1 A " * pt f!militudc feting forth theintenfe heat of 

filthy lull, (better murry thenburu, , Cor.y.g.) and of long continuance as the heat 

MnL j y a a,0p *[eb"ch*dniz.t*rs oven, yea, of hell it felf, whence it was en- 
kindled, and where it fhall be perpetually punifhed. The holy Angels at the laft dav 
? i bc ° bring them to condign punifhment, a Vet.z.io. 

th Z «\ »**&*? the fl^ in thc W of uncleannefic. Notetheword 
chiefiy, and confer the example of the Sodomites) and God moft fevere acainft 
'?*' How much they have lived delkioufly, and drenched themselves 
in flefhly dehghts, fo much torments and forroW fhall they have proportionably Rev 
7 ' ffi tbei * hearts have ben as an hot oven or furnace, fo they fhali be bound ul 

° ffre Cwhere(haJ1 * .ndgLtng % 

d 7u 0f r 0Ur K **&. ° ur g° od ^ng, on whom they fo doted, that 
finC T erer lervice ’ 

Epit.Hifi. S?? fol V l r: e ' ,} c ! S r eported of the French b y their own Chronicle* 
Gtllor.i ?4 . Jf? are wonderful well pleafed with whatfoever is faid or done by their kins* 

fhil ™ y a r t0 fe khke him ’ t0 be arraicd Jike bim >* to imitate him hTevenr1 

thing. Their fong is Mtin placet cyutcejuid Regi placet. But is not this to idolize rhl 

mean Ur mr nd h ^ Ve man X ( otherwife well-minded men) amongft us been by this 
means mifearried to their coft in our late combuftions ? This day of their kin/ was 

D/f nattlit C fo /f?^\ re ndreth it here) or his Coronation-day ( f 0 rf,e 

ejut. Chaldee Paraphraft carneth it) which alfo is the Birth-day of a king as he is kirn* 

Sant is unleffehaply hehavethe happineffe to be crowned7not in hi cradle 
Ztlt* km ?- ° f M c acedon y and the late king^W, were,but jin his mothers 

SN, b K a / Mi ( deltus kln S Of Pttrjia was, the crown being fet upon his mothers great 
belly before he was born. Now in thisfolemn day of the kirn* l^when rhpv u 
have been better bufied) The princes have made him Ret , y 

^ ydrank Jhemfelves fick, drowning their bodies and fouls V as Richard th/tlftrd 

Vna fains fanis, nullam potare fa Intern 
,Non efi in pot a vera faint e Jains. 

„ ,, concd h by yf A&? ratber incarnate devils were thofe three drunkards men- 

* U ‘ fell down ftark dead • and^ p3CeS who drank fo Ion g riI1 onc <> f them 

example of divine venSunL ° ther T ’!° thin S Krrifie<l w, ‘ h fud ‘ a dreadful 

to him as he lav bv thpm s cSt,T enC ?! t0 drink > and P°wred the dead mans part in-1 
C Jay by thera ? 0h horrible I DrunkennefTe is a deteftable vice in any, 

but 
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but efpecially in men of place and power, Prov. 31.4. Wo be to thofe drunken vice- 
, gods (as I may in the worft fenfe beft call them) woe to the very crown of their 
Pride, in drinking down many, Efay. 28.1. as Marcus Antonins wrote, or rather 
, fpued out a book concerning his own abilities to bear ftrong drink; Darius alfo 
boaftedof the fame faculty in his very Epitaph : apoorpraife. DrunkennelTe in a 
, king is a capital fin, and makes the land reel; witnefle Belfha^ar carowfin* in the Hence thofe 
bowlcsof theSanduarytothe honour of Shar his drunken god; Alexander the faft-dayes 
great drinking himfelf to death, and killing fourty one more with exceifive drinking were called' 
to get that crown of one hundred eighty pound weight, which he had provided nf****^? 
for him that drank moft Banofns the Emperour that beaftly drunkard, called there- • tb?RomSJf 
fore a Tankard: and Tiberius firnamed Biberins for his tipling ; like as Erafmus turnalia. 
called Eccinsjeccius for the fame caufe: And well he might; for as he lived a Hic t endet 
fliameful drunkard,fo being nonpluft at Ratisbon byMelanchthon in a publique difpu- Am ^ hor>t - 
tation, and drinking more then was fit that night at the Bifhop of Mnndinas * dh m n 

lodgings (who had of the beft Italians wines) he fell into a fever, whereof he died, imp 89 
Drunkennefle is a flattering evil, a fweetpoifon, a cunning Circe that befots the 
foul, deftroyes the body^W^^mV in capite , in fiomachojn toto corpore acerrimos 
grievous difeafes and dolours in the head, ftomack, whole man. At the laft, it biteth 3,3 
tike a Serpent , andftingeth like an Adder ., Prov. 23.32. The drunkard faith as the 
, vine in Jot hams parable. Non pojfnm re liny Here vinum meum , Take away my liquour 
you take away my life. But it proves to him, in the iflue, like that wine mentioned 
by Mofes, Dent. 32. 3 3- Their wine is the poifon of Dragons, and cruel- venom of 
Afpes, which makes the fpirits warm, and the body fick to death. 

with bottles of W] Or, Voith heat through wine^ as Efay. 5. u. and fo fare hi 
expounded it. The fame word fignifieth the poyfon of a Serpent, Pfal. 58. 4 which 
infldtnethand killeth -.confer Prov.a3.52. and think of that cup of fire and brim- 
, ftone, Pfal. 11. 6. to be one day turned down the wide gullets of intemperate drin¬ 
kers ; which will be much worfe to them then was that ladle-full of boyling lead 
which the Turkifti caufed to be poured down the throat of a drunken 

wretch, without giving him any refpite for the recovery of his loft wits. S? 

hefiretcht o H t his hand with ftCornersJ He that is the king, forgetting his kingly * & * 

dignity, authority and gravity, (for there is a decorum to be obferved in every cal- 
ling, but by great ones efpecially) firetcht out his hand , as a companion and copef- 
mate, as an hail-fellow-well-met, (as they fay) proftituting his regal authority to e- 
very fcoundrel that would pledge him; or at leaft, giving them his hand tokifle 
which fob faith God will not do, Chap.H.zo. * 

with fcorners'] Thofe worft of men, Pfal. 1. 1. thofe Pcfis, as the Septuagint . , 
here render it, thofe incorrigible perfons as they tranflate the word, P rev. 
where alfo it is fitly faid,that wine is a wjc^r,becaufe it raaketh men mockers.Hence ° **** 
that ofOavid,w\th hypocriticall mockers at feafis they gnajked upon me with their teeth 
Pfal. 35.16. And that holy jealoufie of fob for his children, left (while they were 
feafting and merry-making) they fhould curfe God, or mock at men. Tales enim v 
tvaduntcjutfircnuc helluantur . Itis ordinary with fuch as are full gorged with good X<rrno “ a 
chear, and throughly heated with wine, to fee their mouths againft heaven and to 
'ltcenfe their tongues to walk through the earth, Pfal. 73.9. they have a flout to 
fling, and a fooles bolt to fhoot at their betters by many degrees: yea, though they 
be kings that do it, (as here) if they ftretch out their hands with fcorners, and /ear 
at the power and profeflion of Godlinefle, they are no better then bafe fellowes as 
great Antiochus is called,11.21 .and a sKimchi upon this text noteth from his Fa¬ 
ther, that thofe that at the beginning of the feaft or compotation were here called 
Princes, are afterwards when they fell to quaffing and flowting called (in contempt) 
fcojfers Scfcorners.Polanus & others by firetching out the hand underftand, ad aauales 
haufttts potare, &c. a drinking fhare and (hare like with every bafe companion, till 
drunk ; they became defpicable. Nempevbi, neejue mensyiecjue pesfunmfacitojficium. 

The when they meet at feafts or banquets, drink finall draughts atfirft, 

, which by degrees they increafe, till they come to the height of intemperancy. 
rlence Grxcari, and as merry as a Greek. How much better thofe Spartans, of 
whom the Poet, r 5 

fiEiine tiara 
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Jguinetiam Sparta mos eft laudabilU ille , 

Vt bibat arbitrio pocttla quifque fuo ? 

How much better the Perftans in Efibers time. Chap, i. 8. the drinking was accord - 
ing to the law, none did compel, <frc. And what a drhnken beaft was D omit ins the 
father of Nero, who flew Liberia* an honeft Roman, becaufe he refufed to take n D 
'his cups, as he commanded him ? The Carthaginians made a law, chat none of their 
Magiftrates during their office fhould drink any wine. Romulus being invited to a 
Otll.lib. ii. fcaft would not drink much, quia poftridie negotinm haberet , becaufe he had publike 

cap.14. bufineffe to difpatch on the morrow. Abajhnerofb drinking more freely on the firft 

Efth.1.5,10. da Y of the feaft » be came fo frollick, that in his mirth he forgat what was conveni¬ 
ent ; and guided by his pailions, fenc for Vafthi. 

Verft 6. For they have made ready their hearts like an oven.] As an oven red hot 
is ready to bake whatsoever is cart into it, fo are wicked mens hearts, heated from 
Admalc cogi- bel > Prepared for any evil purpofe or praftife that the devil (hall fuggeft: but efoe- 
tandum.Pag- Cially to Ue in watt for blood, and to hunt every man his brother With a net Mic 72 
tiiit™ ff'^H'P^nsoffon.ctha'lay in ware for his foul, Fful. 59 . that facially 
‘ 1 hated him, PJal.^i. 20. and 7.13. and 109. 4,6, 20,29. that fought bifnhodL 

ftroy it not. his life onely but his foul too - as that monftcr of MtUain did that 
f h,s adv f^y firft {orfwear Chrift, (in hopeoflife) and then ftabbing him to 

Bodin.deRep N 7 t§° thy ^ e l^ 0tilandbod J t0 thedevil ■ and as the Papifts dealt 

by fomnttfte, and Hterome of Prague, to whom they denied a confeflour which he 

Aa. fo Mon re H u ^ a [ tC j , e manncr of tbo ^ e times, to fit him for heaven ; and for John Huh 
arter they had burnt him, how defpitefully did they beat his heart ( which was left 
untr.i'cht by the fire) with their Raves: Befides, that the Bifhops when they put 
the cripple crown of paper (painted with ugly devils on it J on his head thev faid 
Mowwccomrmt dy foul to the dev.L Didnotthefe mens hearts burn like an oven 
with hellifh rage and cruelty ? 

their baker fleepeth all the night J C oncogens ilia, fei licet corda, fo Vat ab l H s - He 
that concocted or worketh their hearts, that is the devil (as fomc interpret it) or 
evtl.concupifcence , as Others, Tota nolle protrahitnr furor eorttm, , fo the Chaldee • 
their rage is deferred or drawn out to the length all night long,till in the morninr i.e. 
at a convenient feafon it break out and beftirs it felfi A metaphor from a baker 
who carting fire into the oven with good ftoreof la Ring fuel, lets it burn all night 
and fleeps fecurely ; as knowing that he (hall find it through hot in the morning. 
Thofc/corners m the former verfe, by being over-familiar with their drunken king, 
come not onely to flight him for his bafe behaviours, but alfo to confpire aoainft 
him, and to plot his death ; wherein their heart is the oven, ambition the fire trea- 
Jon the flame of that fire, Satan that old manflayer the baker • who, though he 
make "as if he flept all night, yet by morning he hath fet his agents the trai tours a- 
work (either by fecrct treacheries or open feditions ) to do as in the next verfe and 
as is to be feen, 2 Kin. j 5, * 

Dedh hoc con. Perf 7. They are all hot as an oven,] That none might port it off to others all are 
tagiolabem, acculed of this mad defire to do mifehief; as all the Sodomites full and whole’voune 
Etdabitin and old, came cluttering about Lots\\o\xk,Gen. 19.4. 6 

& Af t ty d T 7 t ,h r 2 Hd F n ‘‘!, 'M r K *lf'&c.] SciV. being flain 
with the fword of thofe that fucceeded them in the throne, as may be read ■» K in. 

15 • 8, 9 , &c. and as it was in the Roman State, where all or moft of the Ce/ars till 
Conft ant tne died unnatural deaths. Neither was it much better herein Enrl'and, 
Da „ hid n nn | th r dlffercnce bet ween the two houfes of York, and Lane after . wherein were 

• ft- 4 9 - fiain fourfcore Princes of the blood-royal, and twice, as many natives of England 

as were in the twoconquefts of France. This is the fruit of fin Prov -'S.-' 5 For 
the tranfgrrjjion of aland many are thcVrinces thereof : either many at once (aVonce 
here in the heptarchy ) . or many ejedting and fucceeding one another, to the great 
calamity and utter undoing of the people by their new Lords , new Lanes. 

t tre if none among them that calleth unto mef] though in fo great a confufion,and 
under fo heavy calamities : a ftrange ftnpor, that there fhould be none to fee to 

,-.his moulder to more up the falling State. None there were (to fpeakof) ina 

confiderable 
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confiderable number of praying people to Rand in the gap, and to divert the divine 
difpleafure. Their fins cried loud for vengeance, their blood-guilcindfe efpecially. 

But had there been but a few voycesmore of praying Saints, their prayers had haply 
out-cried them. A few birds of fong are fhriller then many crocitating birds of 
prey: rtirre up your felves therefore, ye that are Gods remembrancers, to take hold 
of him, and give him no reft. Lie night and day at the gate of his grace, knocking 
thereat by the hand of faith, and praying for the peace of our jerufalem. Jf En - 
-finds fears were greater, thy prayers might preferve it, Jer. 5. i. as if our hopes 
were greater, thy fin and fecurity might undo it, Ecclef 9.18. 1 

Verf. 9. Ephraim, he hath mixed himfelf among the people,] viz. In confederacies 
marriages, manners, fuperftitions. They were conformed to thofc nations from 
whom God had feparated them with a wonderful feparation, Exod. 33. 16. and 
put them up by themfelves from all the world in the promifed land, as it were in an 
Illand, 1 /ay. 20.6. And this they had done not once but often, as the conjugation 
imported; and that wilfully without any ncccfiity: yea, and that conftantly, and 
of curtome, ordefperate obftinacy, (Heb. he Will mingle himfelf) fo that there was .. 
little difference to be difeerned betwixt Ephraim the profefTed people of God, and 
profane heathens. Hence that, Amos. 9.7. Are ye not as children of the Ethiopians 
unto me, O children of Ifrael, faith the Lord ? Hence Saul is called Cu/Ij, or an E- 
thiopian for his black and ill conditions," Pfal. 7. title , as the Chaldee interpreted it. 

Cart we may be upon bad company, but we muft not mingle with them. The rivers 

of Pern, after they have run into the mam fea, yea, fome write twenty or thirty 

miles, they keep themfelves unmixt with the fait water: fo that a very great way 

within the fea, meu may take up asfrclh water as if they were neer the land. At 

Ptdgradi in Hungary, where the Danuby and Sava (two great rivers) meet, their Abbott 

waters mingle no more then water and oyi ; not that either flote above other, but Ceog.^t. 

jo j n unmixed : fo that neer the middle of the river I have gone in a boar, (faith 

mine Authour) and tafted of the Danow as clear and pure as a well. Then putting Henry 

mine hand not an inch further, I have taken of the Sava as troubled as a ftreet- mt** 

channel, rafting the gravel in my teeth. Thus they run fixty miles together, and for p.io. 

a dayes journey 1 have been an eye-witnefTeof it. To come nearer home, the river 

Dec in Mtrionith-fbire running thorough Pimbli-meeri remaincs intire, and minglech Camden. 

not her ftreamswith the water of the lake. Let not Ephraim mix himfelf among 

the people, but cry with D avid. Gather not my /pul with finners , Vfal.2.6. 9. and 

vvr/. 5. J have hated the congregation of evil-doers, and Will not fit with the wicked. 

Ephraim is a cake not turned,] And fo but half-baked, or dow-baked • ncqtic cru- 
dtts , neqttc colitis, neither hot nor cold, as Laodicea, Rev.3. 15. halting between two, 
as 1 K<tf. 18. 21. Mongrels, as thofe 2 King. 17. 53. Zeph. 1. 5. Barnacles that are « 
neither filh nor flefh : Amphibians that will conform to the world, and yet feem to 
be for the Lord. But he likes no fuch retainers, no fuch holy-day-fervants ; he requi¬ 
red to be ferved mi/j^that there be no halting: and totally, chat there be no halving : 
lie cannot away with dow-baked duties. Men muft be fervent in fpirit,ferving tlx 
Lord, they muft be zealous of good works, if they look to be accepted. Theej ffettual Rpm.ia.if, 
fervent prayer, or the thorough-wrought prayer of a righteous man availeth much. A T ‘ c,a * 
cake that is half-baked, half burnt plealeth not the palate: no more do cuftomary, 
formal bedulling performances plcafethe Lord. It is Gstalthers note upon this text; 

Asa cake, faid he, that is raw on the one fide and fcorcht on the ocher is call awayj * 

fo Hypocrites that are hot in their fuperftitions,but coldlin their devotions arcreied- 
cd of God; 

Introrfum turpes, fpeciofi pellc decora. 

I know the words are oderwife interpreted by Luther,Mercer, Volanus, and others, 
with reference to the following words, thus .- that Ephraims adverfaries, even thofe 
ftrangers with whom he hatlynixed himfelf, fliall be fo greedy to devour him, that 
they fliall not ftay till he be baked on both Tides, but (hall eat him raw. But 1 like the 
former better. 

I erf 9. Strangers have devoured hisftrength, and he knoweth it not,] Strange ftu- 
pidity. Rich as was that of Sampfon, who had loft his haire, and therewith his N 
ftrengd, and wift not of it. Thcfe ftrangers were the Kings of Syria, but efpecially 

of 
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of Affyrut . See 2 A 'big. 13-7. & C/.W/M4. with 1 5. 19, 30. & 17. 6. Salmatta/ar 
as a deep gulf fwallowed them up whole. Now that they fliould not know how 
thefe ftrangers had devoured their ilrength, that is their wealth, and warlike power 
this was very ftrangc. The Chaldee Paraphraft helps us to the meaning of ic: Non 
novit forwUdi c a facie me a. He knew it not, that is. He knew not how to fear be¬ 
fore me, to tremble at my judgements, and to flee to my mercies: this he knew 
not, that is, he cared not to do, as the old world kjmv not till the jlood came , though 
fairly forewarned. Matt. 24. 39. and as the Greeks would not know that the Turks 1 
had invaded their Empire, till they were got into the very bowels of it. So was it 
with Ephraim. A fpirit of pride and of dumber had fo lurprized and feized him, 
that he took no knowledge of the enemies and evils that ucrc upon him. Thus the 
fpirituall deeper ftirs not with Saul, though the water-pot and fpcar be taken from * 
his bolder, hike the foolidi hen, which lofetli her chickens one by one, by the 
devouring kite ; when one, or two, or three, are fnatcht away die dill continues 
to pick up what lies before her. It is our wiled way to obferve, and improve Gods 
dealings with us, to be fcnfible of his droaks,and to return to him that fmote us, and 
can as loon heal us, if we come to him for cure, Ltv. 26.40. yea, gray-hairs a^e here 
and they e upon him ,] Hcb. Jprink/ed, j]?arfi,non ftnfft. He began but "to decline and de-> 
cay, as a man doth when he grows toward fifty. And as gray hairs come the 
fooner through cares and griefs, ( Hidories'tell us of a young man, who being for* 
tome capicall offence condemned to die, grew gray in one nighcs-fpace, and" was 
therefore pitied and l'parcd ) and are fore-runners and fore-warners of death. So the 
many and grievous imferics inflifted upon this people, forcdiewed their utter dc- 
drudtion to be even at next door by. And this the rather, becaufe they knew it not, 
(as before) but (as it is faid of the Flemings ) that the cider they grow, the foolifheri 
nejiunt*to mi- cIle V are * Cleant hes was wont fometimes to chide himfclf: Arijhn wondering 
£is Jlulufcuni. thereat, asked him, whom chided: thou ? C leant he s laughed and anI'wcred, I chide 
Erafm.Apopot, an old fellow, qui canos qtiidtm habet, fed mentem non haket, who hath gray hairs 
indeed, but wants underflanding, and prudence worthy of them, it was Cbryjipptts 
(I trow) that offered to the world that fowre diltribucion and choice, A at msntctn,\ 
a at reftim comparandam • Either get wit worthy of your years, or go out of the 
Bibl. p at. • world by an halter. That of E leader is very remarkable, who would not do any 

thing which migh feem to be evil, becaufe he would not lpot his white head. Gray > 
Prov. 16.31. ^ a ‘ rs be a ftrong argument to move men to live blameldfely (becaufe old 

Gen. 2 5,8. ’ age is a crown, when found in the way of right e oaf ruffe, as it is faid of Abraham, 
that lie went to his grave with a good gray head) and gray hairs in a State, fiiat is, 
leffer and lighter judgements, fliould make men prepare to meet and prevent God : 
becaufe, as in an iioulc, ftillicidia peace Hunt ruinam, and as in a man, gray hairs 
fore figmfie death, fo do thefe, deflation ; if courl'e be not timely taken? 

Virfe 10, And the pride of If rail teffifetb to his face, ] Sept, the ignominy, 
or impudcncy of Tfrael: q. d. They think to brave it out ima flout and ftomachfuil 
way. Low they are, but not lowly ; humbled , but not humble. God thruft him 
downward, as it were with a thump on the back : but he flood flouting it out with 
him ; and fo dilcovercd a great deal of arrogancy and folly. Plechmur, may fuch 
Salvian. lav, ncc tamen flefhmttr : Corripimur fed non comgimur ; YVe have been flricken, 
but not Tick ; beaten, but not fcnfible, &c. the drunkards ditty, Prov. 23.35 • When 
for all this, for all that God can do to tame them, and turn them again, they will 
on in their wicked wayes, and not accept of the punijbmcnt of their iniquities : not 
confeflc and forlake their fins, that they may have mercy: not feehim, that is, 
come unto him by faith, Heb. 11. 6. and fubjeft themfelves unto him by true obc- • 
dience, 2 chron. 7. 14. this is fuch a piece of pride as tcftijicth to mens faces , that 
they deferve to be deflroyed : this is wickednelfc with a witnefle : this is faft ns 
adco enormis atquc uotorius, faith P areas, fuch horrible and notorious infolency, as 
isnoc to be endured. God complains of Jfrael for this with a figh, Ah finfull 
nation , &c. and refolves upon revenge, verfe 24. See more of this in the 
Note on Chap. 5.5. Of turning to God. See Zcch. 1.3. and of fee king God, fee 
Ho f 5 - ... • 

htrfe 11. Ephraim alfo is like a filly dove, J that maybe drawn any way for 
want of wit ( fo the word fignifieth ) eafily perfwaded, enticed, deceived. The 

Sef'tuagint 
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Septuagint render ic infenfata, witlefTe, or Wanting an heart , as the next 

words explain it; the heart being put for the underflanding, as Jer. 5,21. and oft Prov.6. 3 3.& : 
in the Proverbs. Lo fuch a thing is Ephraim ; and yec he holds himfelf wondrous 11 - 12 - & 
wife, in calling to Egypt , and going to jiffyria for help. Which was as wifely done, 10,13 ' 
as if ftiecp fliould commit themfelves to the Wolf for fafeguard. The Egyptians 
were their ancient oppreflours: the AfTyrians fliould be fhortly their executioners. 

, Betwixt thefe two, as betwixt two milftones, they had been, and were to be ground 
to powder, as ic were: and yet to thefe, they were ready to run for refuge. This 
was indeed to be like a ftlly dove, which flies from the clawes of the Hawk into 
the net of the fowler, who will foon make a breakfaft of them : or that waits till 
the fowler be gone, that fhe may fall upon the bait, never fearing the fnare that is 
laid for her. See z King. 17.4. A ferpents eye in a doves head is a Angular orna- 
iment. Beyewifeas ferpents, innocent m doves. The ferpent, when charmed, flop- Mac.ioi£ 

1 peth his ears, by applying one to the earth, and covering the other with his tail. 

The dove is too credulous and perfwafible, dulcc cancntc fiftuld. She is alfo dull 
and defends not her young ones, as other creatures do* She will fit quiet in her co- 
lumbary, and fee her neft deflroyed, her young ones taken away, and killed before 
her eyes, and never offer torefeueor revenge ; which the hen and other fowls feem 
in fome fort to do. Lo fuch was Ephraims flupidity. The Philiftins were upon him, 
the enemies fpoiled and made a prey of him, yet he knew ic not, as it is verfe 9. lie 
was not affc&ed with it, nor driven to God by ic: but either fat ftill, as the fpoi¬ 
led dove doth inhernefl, or upon her dove-coat, delighted ip the beauty of her 
feathers, priding her fclf in the clapping of her wings : or elfe ran a wrong way 
for refuge: flew to king Jareb, to humane helps, to carnall confederates, which 
never were true to thofe chat trufled them. Sec chap. 5.13 .with the Note. Where you 
{hall fee that from the Affyrian they had pro praftdio ludibrium : as likewife thofe 
Chriftians had that called in the Turk, or the like to help them.' True ic is that reli- 
jgion without policie is too fimple to be fafe : but it is no leffe true, that policie with¬ 
out religion is too fubtile to be good. As the dove without the ferpent is eafily 
caught: fo the ferpent without the dove flings deadly. Let that bee held and re- 
membred, that there is no wifdom, nor underflanding, nor counfell againft the 
Lord, Prov. 21. 30. and that he takes it very ill, when we decline him, and knock 
at the creatures door for help, ler . 2. 13. (Lifting and fharking in every by-corner 
for comfort. This is the devils politic to draw men from God the Rock, of ages, J ofh - 8 ‘ s ’ 

(as Iojhuah did the men of yA'outof their city, and as Briftow counfelleth his fcl- Brift. Met. 
lows, the Popes Janizares, to draw the Lutherans out of their ftrong-hold of the 
Scriptures, into the open field of Councels and Fathers) that he may do what he will 
with them, and deilroy them. For he knows, that be our hopes never fo high, our 
, helps from the creature never fo likely, yet if God deny his concurrence, and in¬ 
fluence, the arm of flefli ( as Jeroboams ) fhrinks up prefently • and the ftrongeft 
finew of it cracks, and becomes unufefull. 

Verfe 12. when they go,^\ Yea, flee (as the dove doth very fwiftly, pleafing 
her fclf in the clapping of her wings, and cutting of the air ) they cannot flee fo 
high, but 1 fhall eafily reach them, Obad. 3.4. for in the thing wherein they deal 
proudly, ] am above them, Exod. 18.11. I can over-top them, melt their waxen 
wings, and bring them down with a vengeance. He taketh the Wife in theiroWn craf- pf a j _. (f - 
tineffc. And again. The Lord kn°Wceh the thoughts of the wife that they are vain, 1 
Cor. 3. 19,20. So faith the Apollle out of the Pfalmift ; but with this difference. 

The Pfalmift faith, the thoughts of men, the Apoftle , the thoughts of the wife , 
meaning the worlds wizards, the choifeft and moft picked men , the greateft po¬ 
liticians, the mod nimble and Mercuriall wits, quorum pracordia ex meliore Into 
finxit Titan. Thefe God Voill take, faith Paul : he will lay bold upon them, as they 
arc running away, ( fo the word fignifieth ) as bruit beafts made to be taken and de- I'H&ientcs in 
firoyed, 2 Pet. 2. 12. or as fifties that are taken in an evil net , and a* the birds that 
are caught m the fnare : fo are the fons of men Jnared in an evil time, when it falleth ^aptan 

fuddenly upon them , Ecclef 9.12. Eraf.Annul. 

I will fpread my net upon them, ] as a skilfull fowler. By net,underftand cap¬ 
tivity, and other miferies, compared to a net, Ezcff.i 2.13. & 17.20. & 19.8. 

■Lam. 1. 13. VfaL 9. 1 6. wherein being once caught, the more they ftruggle, the 
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fafterthey flick: the more they feek to extricate themfelves, the more they are in- 
tangled: fnaresare round about them, and fudden fear furprizeth them, lobzz. io. 
the fleps of their ftrength fhall be ftraitned: and their own counfels fhall bring them 
down, Mi 8.7. 

I Veill bring them down as the foVeles of the heaven , ] Though they may think 
themfelves extra jattum, out of gunshot, I will cauje them to defeend , as the He¬ 
brew word fignifieth : and though lifted up to heaven , as Capernaum, and nefted 
in the clouds • yea among the ftars, as Edom, Obad. 4. yet fhall they be brought 
down to the nethermoft hell. God will meet with them in their out-ftrayes, call¬ 
ing his net over them or bring them down with 'his bowe, whilefl (with the 
foolifh bird ) they are gazing at the bolt: hee hath wayes enough to hamper fuch 
as go out of his way : to be for a gin, and for a fnare unto them, Efay 8.14. to 
fhootat them with an arrow, fuddenly fhall they be wounded, Pfal. 64. y. How 
are they brought into deflation in a moment ? they are utterly confumed with terrour, 

Pfal.yz.i 9 - 

I will chaftife them as their congregation hath heard. ] Or, I Veill binde them ( as 

a bird is bound in a net that fhe cannot flir forth) and, by binding, nurture them: 

as Gideon taught the men of Succoth, by tawing and tearing them with thorns and 
briars of the wildernefTe. The hypocrites in heart, heap up wrath : thy cry not Vehen 
God bindeth them , Job 36.13. God expedts men fhould cry pcccavi, when they are 
bound as Paul was, to be beaten with rods; and not be filent in darkneffc, 1. Sam. 
2.9. or, not make moan when he hath them under hand. Hear ye the rod , and who 
hath appointed it* Ye muft nowdofo, that would not hear the word founding in 
thei Congregations'. 

1 will chaftife them as their Congregation hath heard. ] Crebr'o & dare, I have 
plainly and plentifully told them my minde: and foretold them by my Prophets, 
what would be the ifTue of their evil pra&ifes. Sed furdo fabulam , They would 
not hear Mofes and the Prophets. See 2 King. 17. 13. 2 24.18. 19. They 

thought that my words were but wind, and that all my threats were but in terra - 
rem, to fright them a little, and not in good-earnefl. Therefore they fhall finde 
that the juft Lord is in the middeft of them , he will not do iniquity, every morning 
doth he bring his judgement to light , he faileth not : but the un juft knoweth no ftjame, 
feareth no colours, trembleth not at Gods word though it come never fo clofe to 
his confcience, though it even dafh him in the mouth as it were, and make him fpit 
blood. See Jer. 7.13. 

Verfe I 3. Wo unto them, for they have fled from me : [J As CW» (thedevilsi 
Patriarch ) did when he went out from the prefence of the Lord, in his fathers fa¬ 
mily, into the land of Nod, Gen. 4. 16. being himfclf a Nad, that is, a runnagate, 
verfe 12. of the fame root, that is here made ufc of in the Text. Now as that land 
took name of Cain, and his wofull flate therein, fo is every land and place a Nod 
to Apoflates: and St. lude throws a Wo after them. Wo unto them, fur they have 
gone in the Veay of Cain, Jude 11. that is, they have wickedly departed from God, 
and his blefiing, and gotten into the worlds warme funne: yea, they not onely go 
from God, but flee from him in hurry-haft , as from an enemy; a metaphor from 
birds flying amain, P rov. 27. 8. As a bird that wandreth from her nefr, ( where 
God took order for her fecurity, Deut. 22. 6,7,) fo is a man that wandereth from 
bis place ( how much morefrom his God, that Infinite good ? ) expofed to mifery 
andmifehief, to ruth and ruine. Wo to fuch, yea double wo: Wo and alas: dc- 
ftruttion to fuck, and devaftation , as the word fignifieth, Perdition and deftruttion, 
as the Apoftlephrafeth'it, 1 Tim. 6. 9. whereby is meant, remcdileffe mifery, mif- 
chief without meafure, torments without end, and paft imagination. This truth 
muft be told, how ever it be taken ; that wicked men may not perifh without war¬ 
ning. Toothlefle truths, and filken words, would better plcafe people who are 
moft of them fick of a Noli ihe tangere, and cry out againft theie fierce Preachers, 
that come with their We unto than , Dcftruttion unto them, &c. This is the way, 
fay they, to drive men into utter defpair. We anfwer; Vifft, if it fhould be fo, 
yet that is not the proper eflfed of the Word fo difpenfed; bur to abate the pleasure 
that reprobates take in fin, and to reftrain them from outrage: that they defpair, 
it proceeds meerly from their own corruption and guiltinefle. They reply, chat it 
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comes rather from the feverity of the Teachers,. who let themfelves to preach dam¬ 
nation, and utter terrible things. Secondly, therefore we anfwer; that the mad, 
world ( ever befide it felf in point of falvacion ) is herein very much miftaken*, Let' 
them give us an inftance of any one that was ever driven to defpair by the finccre 
preaching of the word: and yet for one bitter word given by qs, the Prophets gave 
ten. This whole Prophecy of Hofea is much more Comminatory then ConfoUtory. 

God himfelf comes here with Wo unto them, DeftruQion to them. . Indeed by this 
patheticall exclamation, he declareth his affeftiori toward them whom he threac- 
neth : and how little delight he cakes, either in their deftruftion, or in fuch deriuri- 
, ciations thereof: And fo muft Gods Minifters, &c. 

, Becaufe they have tranfgrcjfcd againft me : J This is a new degree of their A- 
poftafie from God. Wicked men and deceivers grow worfe and worfe, and adde 
rebellion to fin. As a done will fall down to come to its center, though it break it 
felf in twenty pieces: fo will Apoflates, till they come to their place with Ju¬ 
das 1 they ceafe not till they become altogether filthy, Pfal. 53*3. as the dog at his 
,vomit, or the fow in her flow, 2 Pet. 2. 22. Jt fareth with fuch as in that cafe* 

Lev. 13. 18, 19,10. If a man had a bile healed, and it afterwardsbrakput, it 
, proved the plague of lepra fie. 

Though / have redeemed them , jet they have jpoken lies againft me*J All was 
done againft God, whence the word me, isfo often inculcated in this and the next 
verfe. God is; as it were, a fufferer in all the fins of thefennesof men : and this 
is no fmall aggravation of the evil of fin, that it ftrikes at Gods face, lifts at his 
throne, makes to his difhonour Thou haft made me to ferve With thy ftnnes, and 
Veearied me with thine iniquities, Efay 43. 23. And to fhew this to be fo, it was, 
that the oflfendour was confined to the city of refuge, during the High-pricfts life; 
as being the chief God on earth. Good David was very fenfible of this, and much Godw.Ahuq, 
humbled, when he faid, Againft thee, thee onely have 1 finned , Pfal. 51.14, The Veb.p.98. 
trefpafTe was againft Uriah, but the tranfgreflioa againft God, fo gracious a God; 
and there lay the pinch of his grief: vbc. the unkindneffe that was in his finne* 

Therefore alfo Mofes, in his fvvan-like-fong, fees oil this humbling confideration. 

Vent* 32 .6. Do ye thus requite the Lord, O foolifh people and unV/ife ? Is not hee 
thy Father ? and wilt thou kick againft his naked bowels ? haft no where elfetp 
hit him but there ? Again, I s net be thy Redeemer , that hath bought thee, and 
brought thee out of the iron furnace, where thou labouredft in the very fire, and 
waft wearied out with unfufferable Tervitude ?. More, hath he not made thee, and 
*loft thou rebell againft thy Maker,thy Mafter ? Or,hath he not made thee, that is.ex- 
alted thee: in which fence, he isfaid to have made Mofes znA Aaron,. 1 Sam.11.6, 
that is, to have advanced them to that honour in his Church : and fo. we fay,. Such 
an one is made for ever . Laftly, hath he mt eftablifhed thee, that thou mighteft 
abide in his grace, and remain unmoveable ? And doft thou yet evil requite him,Scc. 

To render good for evil, is Divine; good for good, is humane; evil for evil, 
is brutifh; but evil for good, is devillifti,. See how.grievoufiy God taketh it here. 

Though I have redeemed them, viz. out of the hands of their enemies in general!, 

( See an ample proof hereof, Nehem. 9. and the whole book of Judges thorowout) 
and in fpeciall, as a late particular mercy to Ephraim, I have delivered and profpe- 
red them in their warres, under leroboam the fonne of loafh, 2 King. 14. 27. an 4 
therefore they fhould have given me their good word at lead, and fpoken gooi 
of my Name; yet They have fpoke* lies againft me.~] Afcribing the glory of their 
deliverances to their Idols, or arrogating it to themfelves, or fathering their falfe 
worfhip upon me as the Authour, or at lead, Abbettour thereof, by ray prefent pro- 
fpering of them. SeeAr. 7.10. ... 

Verfe 14. And they have not cried unto me with their heart, ] Hitherto hath 
been faid what they had done: now what they had not done. Omifiions are fins 
as well as commiflions. Not ferving of God, not. facrificing is condemned,/1A*/. 
r 3.18. Ecclef 9.2. Not robbing onely, but the not relieving of the poor, was the 
rich mans ruine. Omifiion of diet breeds difeafes,and makes work for hell, or.for Tuk tf i I( < 
the Phyfician of our fouls! It is the chara&erof agraedefie man, that hecalieth 
not upon God : And wee have too many of that profane Earl of Weftmorelands 
mind* who faid, that he needed noc to pray at all; fos he had Tenants enow ..to cmd.Elifai 
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pray for him. ' ! Some wicked-pray ( fo as it is: indeed they Cant, orCharme, ra- 
thelrthen pray,' Efay z6.i6 they powred forth a charme when thy chaftening was 
upon them ) but they pray hot with - their heart. Their hearts are exercifed with 
cov'ecoufnefle, 2 Pet. 2. 14. ahd inhibited by the devil, APIs 5. 3. Simon Magus 
his heart was riot right with chd Lord, AEts 8, 21. How could it be, when it was in. 
the gall of bittetnefe, and bond of perdition, 23. as every unregenerate heart is ? 
Hence though pod be neer in their mouthes, yet he is far from their reins, fer . 
12. 2. and chough they honour him a little with their lips, yet their heart is farre 
from him, Matth. 15.8. A little artificial! breath they can give God ; and chat’s 
all. The breath that comes from life is warm, ( as that from the body ) whereas > 
artificiall breath is cold, as that from bellows. The deeper and hallower the belly, 
of the Lute or Viollis, the pleafanteris the found: the fleeter, the more gracing 
and harfih in our ears. The voice which is made in the mouth, is nothing fo fweec 
as that which comes from the depth of the breaft, E phef. 6. 6. Do the will of God 
from the heart', ferve God in the Jfirit , Rom. 1. 9. Lift up hands and hearts to 
God in the heavens,*£rf;w. 3.41. Lip-labour is but loft-labour, yea it is fin, Prov. x 
15.8. Difpleafing fervice is double difhonour; as diffembled fandity is double 
iniquity. Thefe men cried , vociferabantur , voce ftentorea fonum edebant. They 
did fee up their note, yea they howled upon their beds , whereupon they had call 

themfclves, being Tick, not of wantonneffe, as once Ahab was, but of want: which 
made them howl as dogs do, when tied up from their meat and hunger-bit: but 
were no more regarded then a dog that howleth, or then the Cuckow in June. For 
why ? They howled indeed to Lome tune, ( as they fay ) the Hebrew word hath a 
letter more then ordinary, to note as much. It was the Heathen fafhion to cry 
hideoufly to their gods; as alfo the Indians do at this day. So did thefe, becaufe 
kept fhort, and held to ftraic allowance. It is faid of the Ravens of Arabia, that 
when they are hungry, they fcrcech horribly. And a Parrot when he is beaten, 
Utters ^n hoarfe and harfh voice. The fongs of the Temple [ball be howhngs in that 
day , Amos 8. 3. Their facrifices as the cutting of a dogsnec 4 ., which is not done 
without much howling and yelling. 

They afemble themfclves, } fc. To make publike fupplication in their Idol- 
temples ; called beds before, ( as fome conceive ) becaufe as corporall fornication is 
committed in beds, fo is fpirituall in thofe places of fuperftition. Here therefore 
they met; not ad ruminandum, ( as the vulgar Latine ) to feed as beafts, nor to 
cut and lance themfelves as £d4/xprieftsdid,(as the Septuagint) and the Heathens 
in great affiitftions, Deut. 14. 1. But to howl for wheat, for provender, for pro- 
vant:as now the Papiftsdoin their facra Ambarvalia : and as of old thep*agans did 
in time of extream famine, or other publike calamity. But as the grafhopper hops 
not much above the earth : and as vapours exhaled and drawn up by the Sun, do 
foon fall down again : fo do drofiie and earthy hearts in prayers, they feldornrife 
above corn and wine in their defires. Si ventribene, ft Uteri, as Epicurus in Ho¬ 
race. If the belly may be filled, the back fitted, their own turns ferved, it’s enough 
to them, whofe belly is their God, and who mind earthly things one’ly. Which 
when they have once got, then they rebell againft me, 3 they confume it upon their 
luft, James 4. 2. and fo fight againft God with his own weapons, as Jehu did a-* 
gainft Jehoram with his own men; they abufe their ftore to his difhonour, like corne¬ 
red cattell they kick againft their matter; or as the young Mulet, that*when fhee 
hath fuckther fill kicks her damme : or as the wild-afle, that fnufies up the Wind, 
and cannot be taken. Or fecondly, they rebell after they have afembled themfelves, 
and made a fhew of no fmall devotion: when once the duty is over, they go to their 
old courfes again, and undo all their prayers, as Jerem. 5. 3. as if now they had 
prayed, they had purchafed a licenfe to live as they litt. Whereas duties fhould 
mightily ingage us againft fin ; and deliverances command obedience. 

Vcrfe 15. Though l have bound, and firengthened their arms,} fiheum ego erttdivi f 
So Pag nine, Polanus, and others: when I taught them, or chaftened them, as verfe 
12. and firengthened their arms : there is no and in the Original!; it is a nAfjnde- 
ton ; to (hew that God had done both for them, together and at once: he had 
aaed the part both of an Inftruftour, and of a Chirurgion; (like as Rev. 3.18. 
he takes upon him the perfon both of a rich merchant, and'a skilfull Phyfician) 

he 
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he had done all that could be done to do them good ; teaching their hands to warj 
and their fingers to fight, Pfal. 144. 1. binding up their broken armes ( See E^ekz 
3 0.24.) and ftrengthning their feeble finewes, their hands that hung down, Heb. 

12.12. After I havefcourgedthem, I havere-eftabliflied them; but what thanks 
for my labour? what Minerval or pay for my pains ? The worlds wages; fuch as 
, Hercules paid the < choolmafter Linus, whom he knock on the head: or as Aori- *joci8uettl \ 
colas fcholars in Germany killed their matter with their pen-knives; or as Phyfitians 
and Surgeons are many times paid by their penurious patients, of whom the Poet mnms 7 fi. 
wittily. Buck el. 

Tres medicus facies habet,unam,quando rogatur ; 

nslr.gelicam>ofox eft, cumjuvat, ipfe Detts. 

Aft ubi,curato,pofcit Jua munera ; morbo , Owen: Epigr: 

Horridus apparet tvrribilifj', Satan. 

yet do they imagine mifehief againft me,} All goes againft God ( See the note on 
verf. 1 3:) Here they imagine mifehief againft him, as before they fpake lies againft 
him,verf. 13. and aded rebellion againft him, verf. 14. Thus they fpake and did 
evil things as they could, Jer. 3.5. ajid the reafon of all was, they imagined mifehief ,• 
cogitabant yuaft coagitabant,they were men of wicked devices, Prev. 12. 2. wholly 
made up of finlul projefts and purpofes: they plotted and plowed mi/chief, and that 
againft God himfclf (which is horrible,) David thought much that his enemies 
fhould machinate mifehief againft him, though bueduftand afhes; arid threatnech 
them fore For fo doing; Pfit. 62. 3. How long will ye imagine mifehief againft a 
man ? Tejhali be ftain all of you ; as a boWing wall fhall ye be, and as a tottering 
fence : he meaneth* ye fhall be furely and fuddenly ruined. What then will become 
of thofe Zam^ummims that imagine mifehiefe againft the Lord ? and fuch a Lord 
as hath bound and firengthened their armes , that had been broken by the enemies; 
and fought their good every way, puntendo,muniendo, mails & bonis afficiendo, q*c. 

If they had flipt into fome fmall offence againft him, of infirmity arid at unawares; 
it had been nothing fo grievous: but to bufie their braines, and bend their wits 
and ftudies fcientes,voientes, or deliberato c'nfilio to plot and pradtife mifehief, or , . 

(as the Septuagint render it) mifehiefes againft God, (for every tranfgrejfion and ! 

difobedience is contrary to his moft pure Nature, and facred Law, and fhall therefore 
receive a juft recommence of reward , Heb. 2. 2.) fo gracious a God; this is deteftable 
ingratitude. This is, as if thofe in the Gofpel fhould have railed againft Chrift, for 
raifing them from the dead : it is like the macchlefle mifehievoufnefle of that mon- 
j fter Michael Baibas, who that night that his Prince pardoned and releafed him; gat 
'out and flew him. Omnepeccatume(l deicidium, for although wicked men cannot z ^arasin 
reach God, yet they reach at hiiri ; (hooting up their darts againft heaven, (as the AnmtL 
Thracians did once in a ftorm) and faying in effed as Caligula did to his Jupiter; HeroJou 
riiddyduf »iyS n ! either kill me,or I will kill thee. 5 Homer. 

Verf 16. They rctumbutnot to the moft High,'} Gnalfor; Gnelion by contraction: 
as Jah for fehovah,{ 0 afterwards. Chap. 11 .7. and 2 Sam. 23.1. Return they do, 
or feem to do at leaft (for it is their hypoerifie that is here deferibed) but ndt to the 
moft High: to whom then? to idols, or humane helps, or any thing rather, and 
loorier, then to God. Jehu went farre in the work of Reformation, and made a 
great flaunt at firft, as if he would have done as much that way, as ever Jofiah did: 

But he and his people came not up to the height, turned not to the moft High God, 
honoured him not as a juft and jealous God,ehat can endure no eorrivals. They gave 
the half-tum, but re turned not With all their hearts, Joel. i. 12. they turned from 
1 weft to north, but not from weft to eaft, to the full counterpoint, fetting their faces 
toward God, and having their backs towards their fins. They had haply a kind of 
vclleityft bme ftiorc-winded wiflies and wamblings, as I may fo fay, but it boyled not 
up to the full height of a relblution for God; they made beleeve they would caft 
away their tranlgrefiions, but it was but as the mother makes her childe beleeve, 
that flie will cal! him to the putcock or into the water; when as (he holds him faft 
enough, and means him no hurt at all. Thefe faint effayes of returning are not wor¬ 
thy of die moft High ; he delighteth not to be dallied wirh, but requireth the beft 
of the beft; and diat we ferve him like himfelf, that is, after a godly fort, or worthy 
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£ < 7 < as Saint plirafeth it, 3 lob. 6. Thus if wc do, we fhall be drawiT^To 
him,and have caufc to rcjoyce in our fublimity, or, in that we are exalted, lam. { 0 
For indeed the moftHigh ftoopeth to the true convertfwho considering his diftancc 
repents and abhors himSelf in duft and alhes; he dwellcth in the bigheft heavensand v 
Io weft hearts, Efa,$ 7.17. 

Thy are like a deceitful bow] a rotten bow (chough otherwife fair) when an 
arrow is drawn to the head, breaks and deceives the archer. Or thus, when a man 
flioots with a deceitful bow, though he level his eye and his arrow direttly to the 
mark,and thinks with himfelf to hit it; yet indeed the arrow,by reafon of his dcceit- 
fuU bow goes a clean contrary way ; yea, and fometimes reflefts upon the archer 
himfelf; lemblably thefe falle Iftaclites dealt with God. Their hearts were as the 
bow, their purpofes and promiies to return as arrows; the mark they aimed at con- 
verfion; to the which,they,in their affliftions looked with fo accurate and intent an 
eye,as though they would repent indeedjbut their hearts deceived them as bein« un- 
foundshencerhey ftartedafidelike a deceitful bow, P/»/. 78 57. and the arrows of 
their fair promifes and pretences vanifhed in the aire,as fmoak.^ome rake the words 
as ^ puniflimentand difappointment were here threatned: but I 
belt like the former. Let us look to the fecret warpings cf our hearts, andTeeing we 
are Gods bow, Zach.9. * 3 - let us not be deceitful , ore. 

Their princes Jhatt fall by the faord for the rage of their toner ue ,'j and the people 
with them; for princes fall not alone, as we have fecn in our late wars wherein 
Xrt an j* Lofcls together not a few at NeWbury-fi ght efpecially e™Jai©- 

the /W.^ devenr'th « « w el as the other , 2 Sam. 11.25. God hangs up the hca'di’ ' 
o the people as it were in gibbets. Nam. 25.4.. their greatncfic cannot bear 
them out, nor their life-guards defend them, for the deteftation of their tonaue (Co 
•onie read this text) for the hatred that Clod beareth to them for their blalphcmies 
and grcatfwellmg words of vanity, uttered againft him, his people, and his ordi¬ 
nances. With our tongue, fay they, , »* mil prevaile, oar lips are out own : who is 
winin' Lo this and worfc is the rage of their tongue: as his, that Laid he, 
would not leave one Lutheran mhis dominions: another, that he would ride his 

ttir°J C6 ^ e, |! th J C bI t ood of the Lutherans : a third, that he would fend 
them all to dine with the devil, &c. God will cut off the Spirit of iuch outragious 
¥r *? CeS ; TfeyJhaUfaUby the [word, they [hall be a portion for foxes , Pfal. of. io, 
and a dertf on to the Egyptians. 

rmftr/lni th l la ” d cheir confederates in whom they 

trnftcd; and upon whofe help bearing chemfclvcs over-bold, they had fpoken lofti- 

in’n-b' the « rin outhes agamft heaven, and their tongues walked chorow the 
?° Ud noconeIy Me them but jearthem; not onctynce 

few m b; h b , Ut fc ? rn th ^ m ; 35 the Monarch of Morocco did our King J ohn, that 

hC P1 r wars He S rew into f uch diflike of our king ( faith 

l r - thar ev ? afte ^ he abhorred rhe mention of him.Ncither met he with bet- 

Snpdnm T m ^ fr ° mthe P ?P e > to whom hc bafely fubmitted and nirrendred his 
^ngdome. It is better to truft in the Lord, then to pit confidence in Princes, For, 
eoconpfi nunquam confufi, they that truft in the Lord fhall never be aihamed. 


CHAP. VIII. 

Verf 1. C£/ the trumpet to thy mouth J Heb .The trumpet to thy palate. A haftv cx- 
ved withcommon with fuchasaremo- 
frT’ gr,e [ ° r fear ’ as Cha P- *f"r thee 0 Benjamin. God, 
himfelfinrhk^rf^ * ^f***™*** ***• i. « 7 - yet hereand clfcwhereuttere 
nimlelfm this fort; to fet forth the nearnefle of the peoples danger bv the enemies 

ft h f ‘bfilthy righeemfitcP, faith the Prophettu 

a/eafhfiZ^f J ^ th = work > cutthecartropesofvanity,,/ it may be 

fan can nevfr L* t* ~ 7 ' Talce the bark from the trec . and tbc 

be removed r “ y th % b °“B h ' s = S« fin remitted, and puniihmc.nt ihaU 

• this lermon of the Prophet ( which is much iharper then the 

former 
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former, and may feem to be one of the laft, becanfe God is fo abfolute in tbreatning, 
as if hemeanttoberefolute in punifhingj there is (as one faith ) peccatarum &■ 
poenarum avvct^oiapiis an heaping together of fins and punithments of rnany forts: 
and the prophet is commanded to give fuddain warning of the enemy at hand; 
which is elegantly let forth by a military hypotypofis or lively reprefentation; as if 
ir were now a doing. The trumpet to thy mow/?, that is, let up thy note, and pro¬ 
claim with a loud and dear voyce, as Efty. 58. i. crie in the throat (fo the Chaldee 
hath it here) {pare not, that none may fay he was not warned: lift up thy voyce like 
a trumpet , that all may hear and fear, Am. 3.6 . as people ufc to do when an ala m is 
founded, or the belsare rung backward. Sec chap.5.8. There they had been before 
alarmed, here reminded in brief: for the prophet is as it were, monofy llab us y as one 
in hafte ; he utrereth amputatas [enxentias & verba ante expettatum cadentia 9 as Se¬ 
neca fomewhere hath ir, broken fentcnces, concife, but pithy periods. 

he psall come as an Egle a gainf the houfe of the Lordf] He, that is, the Affyrian ; 
not Nebuchadnezzar, though the like is faid of him, Ezeeh. 17. 3.7. Much ieffe the 
'Romans (as Lyra intcrpreceth this text of the laft deftrudion of Jerufalem , becaufe 
the Eagle was their Enfign ) but Pul , Tiglath-Pilefir / and Salmanafer , who came 
againft the ten Tribes as an Eagle, to wafte, fpoil, and carry captive fpeedily, im- 
petuoufly, irrefiftibly : as Ierem. 4. 19. The Eagle is the ftrongeftand fwiftdt of 
birds, and fearethno obfiacle, cither from other fowl, or winde, or thunderbolt, as 
P linie affirmeth. Nebuchadnezzar is not onely compared to an Eagle ( as before is 
noted ) but to a Lion with Eagles-wings,L>^». 7.4. that is, with invincible armies, 
that march with incredible fwiftneflb. And all this was long fincc forechreatncd. 
Dent. 28.49. The Lord (hall bring a Nation againft thee from farre, fromthe end 
of the earth, as fwift as the Eagle flicth; to which Text the Prophet here feemeth 
to allude; as indeed all the Prophets do but comment upon Mofes, and draw out 
that Arras , which was folded together by him before. 

againft the houfe of the Lord, 3 that is, the houfe of Ifrael, called Gods houfe. 
Numb. 12.7. Neb. 3.5. and Gods land, Hof. 9. 3.15. and their Common-wealth 
is by I ofephus called a Theocratic. And although they were now become Apoftates, 
yet they gloried no leffe then before, to be of the flock of Abraham , and of the 
family of faith : like as the Turks callthemfelves at this da y,M*fulm*ns, that is, the 
true and right belecvcrs ; efpecially after tbpy are circumcifed, which is hot done 
till they be paft ten yeers of age ; following the example of ifmael, whom they 
imitate, and honour as their Progenitour: alledging that Abraham loved him , and 
not J faac, and that ic was 'ifmael whom Abraham would have facrifiqed. 

becaufe they have tranfgrejfed my Covenant ; and trefpajfcd ] Sin is the mother bf 
tnifery : and the great Mdkebate betwixt God and his creature. Ic moves himi when 
wc ask bread and filhco feed us ( as verfe 2, ) to anfwer us with a ftonc to braife us, 
oraferpentto biteus. The fin of this people was the more haidous, becaufethey 
were covenanters, and confederate with God. It was his covenant that was in their 
flefh,GV», 17.13. and he had betrothed them to himfelf, and betrufted them with 
his Oracles, but they like men, tranfgrejfed the covenant, and dealt treacheroufly 
againft him. Chap. 6.7. ( Seethe Note there. ) they performed not the ftipulation 
cf a good confcience toward God. 

they trefpajfed againft his law. j A$ if it had not been holy, and juft, and good, pre¬ 
cious, perfed, and profitable ; grounded upon fo much good reafon, that if God 
had not commanded it, yet it had been beft for ufc to have pra&ifed it, Efay 48.17* 
I am the Lord that teacheth thee toprofir,&c 6 that thou hadft hearkened tb my 
commandemcnts! &c. q. d. It is for thy profit and not for mine own, that I have 
given thee a law to live by. But they have trefpajfed, or prevaricated : arid this, out 
of pride and malice, as the word figriifieth ; and as before he had oft convinced diem 
of many particulars, and more will do: therefore are they juftly puniflied. 

Verfe 2. ifrael Psall crie unto me, J It is their courfe and cuftome to do (o : they 
Will needs do it though I take no delight in it. Hypocrifie is impudent, as cbap.%.6 . 
and I cr. 3. 4, 5 No nay, but it will defpite God with feeining honour • and pre- 
fent him with a ludibrious devotion. Ifrael, though revolted and degenerated into 
lezreel, chap. i. [hallcrie, yea cry aloud, vociferabuntur, cry till they are hoarfe, 
as criers do: and unto me, but not with their heart, chap. 7. 14. It is but clamor ftnt 
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fide fatuns, an empty ring, that God regards not. For , not every that fakhZ- 
to him, Lord Lord, &c Mat. 7.21. Many leane upon the Lord and fay, is net the 
Lord among ft us ? none evil can come unto us,Mic. 3.11 .who yet (hall hear, D ifcedite 
Avaunt ye workers of iniquity: I know you not. Wo then to all profligate profeffors’ 
carnall Gofpellers : their prayers (hall not profit them, neither fliall they be a bud 
ton the better for their loud cries to the moft High, (Pro. 1.28. and odious fawning. 

My God, roe know thee .J When their hearts are far from him. Of fuch preten¬ 
ders to him and his truth, it is that the Apoftle fpeaketh, Tit. 1.1 6. They profeffe 
that they know God, ( which yet God denies, Hof. 4.1. & 5.4.) but in works thcv 
deny him . being abominable, and difobedient, and to every good work reprobate 
To come and call God Father, the guide of our youth, and then to fall to finne, this 
is to do as evil as we cam We cannot eafily do worfe, Jer. 3.4 5. To cry The 
Temple of the Lord, The Temple of the Lord : and then CO fleetl, mxreber, Jdccm- 
mu eedHlter, ,&c. this is painted hypocrifie, hr. 7 . 4, 9 . w hen men (hall take fan- 
cruary, and thmk tofave themfelves from danger by a form of godlincfle (as the 
Jews fable that king of Bafhan cfcaped in the flood by riding aftrideupon the. 
Ark; when they are perfed (Itangers to the power of it, this is to baton and heap 
up wrath, lob 36. 13. Religion, as it is the beft armour, fo the worft cloak: anck 
wll ferre hypoctites as the difgoife Aba. pot on, and perilhed. Cajhli. maketh’ 
dlls laft daufe to be the fpeech of the bleffed Trinity, Wc thee O Ifrael ■. q.i. 
Though thou collogue and cry, Mj God yet we know thine hypocrifie and the 
naughtineffe of thy heart. But the former fence is better, chough the placino of 
the word Ifrael in the end of th tsaf,, feem to favour this: for thus it runs in the 
Hebrew, To me they fhallciy, My God, we know thee, \frael. 

Verfe 3. Ifrael hath caft off the thing that is good Heb. The Good-, asfirft 
the good God, who is good original!, univerfall, All-fufficient, and fatisfadory’’ 
proportionable and fitting to our foul. He both is good, and doth good, pftl 119 
68. and that both naturally, abundantly, freely, and conftantly. Good thou a,t 
OLordand ready to forgive , faith David, Pfal.U.^. And the Good Lord hem: i-l 
»Chron.?o. ctfull, &c. faith Ht*.eki*h m his prayer for the people. To fpeak properly, the* 
J/eelaniaait* * [a.th our Saviour, Matt. i 9 . i 7 . but Ifrael caft him, or rather 

trLut ^ k, ? kt hlm of} ( pr0Cf *f * fc-rejecit ) as the word fignifieth : So do all grofle hypo- 

ernes: they are rank Atheifts, pradicall Atheifts though profefiionall Chnftians... 
Secondly, they rejed Chrift as a Soveraigne, though they could be content to have 
him, as a Saviour: they fend meflages after him, faying. We will not have this 
man to rule over us: they will not fubmit to the lawes of his kingdom, nor receive 
him in all his offices, and efficacies: they are Chriftleffe creatures, as without God, 
fo without C-hrifi in the world. Thirdly, hypocrites rejed the good Spihit of God 
( as 0 W calleth him Pfal. 143. 10.) the fruit whereof is mall goodnejfe. and 
righteoufneffe and truth, Ephef 5. 9 . \\ hen God ftriveth with them by his good 
Spirit ( as Neh. 9.20. ) they, by yeelding to Satans fuggeftions, grieve that holy 
Spirit, and by grieving refift him, and by. refilling quench him, and by quenching 
mahcioufly op p°fe!"m, and offer defpite unto him; and fo caft themfelves into rh? 

onolfwArIl and J° f th u, 1V n S C ? d /. ‘'P' !°' 3 *- Laftly, they caft off the 

g d Word, and true Worfhip of God : thofe right judgements, true lawes, pood 

JtXT'rr a fr mA ” deme l! ,S ' ? eh ' 9 I3 * the yP ut [ hc promifes from them, and 
SrUr?"' 5 '? W u°l tby a °! everlaftin s ,ife . -dels 13.46. they hate inftrudion, 
and caft Gods words behind them, Pfal. 50.17. Jn a word, beehath left off to bee 

■J* 17 !° g °°d ' ftntthbmfilf in a \fray that is not good : bee abhorreth not 

Si, I rL 3 3,4 'n.T, he W ? rd , S ma y be read thus. The good (God) hath rejeded 
Ifrael ; the enemy fliall purfue him: according to that in the Pfalme, God hath for- 
Jaken him, perjtcure and take him, for there is none to deliver him, P/*/. 71. il. 

Lord is with us, while we are with him : and if we feekhim, he 
Will be found of us. But if we forfake him, he will forfakeus. And if he forfake us, 

« vnnT’i P: 9 I2 * W u in , dan S er c -° bc cau Sht up by every paltry enemy, 
.Cfaroa.u a. I Lapwmgs are to be fnatcht up by every buizardf If Ifrael caft away the 

wTk W° d > " haC marvejl ,f evil hunt him to overthrow him, Pfal. 140.11. 
and if he find h.mfeft m all evil in the midft of the Congregation, and the affembly, 
vw.y 14. Hence Cams fear, when caft out by God j and JW/complaint, that 

the 
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the Philiftines were upon him, and God had forfaken him. .. 

Verfe 4. They have fet up kings, hut not by me, &c. ] The Septyagint and vul- ■ 

f ar Latine render it. They have reigned to themfelves .- like as St. P aul tellech the, 
aughty Corinthian^, who, carried aloft by their waxen wings, domineered and 
defpifed others, ye have reigned as kings without its, &c. 1 Cor. 4,8. But our rea¬ 
ding is according to the Originall: and fo they are charged with a double defecti¬ 
on: the one Civil, from the houfe of David, they have fet up kings', &c. the other 
Ecclefiafticall, from the fincere fervice of God, they had made them idols. For the 
firft, it was not their fault to fet up kings; but to do ft without God; without his 
licence,^ and approbation. They took counfel, but not of God; chey covered with a 
covering, but not of his fpirit, that they might addefin to fin, Efay 30.1. They 
Went headlong to work, in fetting up Jeroboam the fon of Neb at. For although 
the thing were done by the determinate counfell and foreknowledge of God, as was 
likewife Chrifts crucifixion, AUs 2.23. ( See i King. 11. 31,17. and Chap. 12.15^ 

24.) yet becaufe the people were led by their own pride and ambition to chqfe a new 
king, without either asking Godsconfent, or eyeing his decree, they did it raflily, 
and feditioufly j neithey aimed they at any thing elfe.but at the eafing of their bur¬ 
dens, and drawing to themfelves the wealth of thekingdome. As for Jeroboam; ic, 
is before noted, that although he had it cleared to him, that Gods will was he fhould 
be king over the ten Tribes, yet becaufe it was a will of Gods decrcej not of his 
command, as of a duty to be done by him ; and becaufe he did not as David, who, 
when he had the promifeofthe kingdomc, (yea was anointed king) yet invaded, 
not the kingdom, but waited till he was lawfully exalted thereunto by God : there¬ 
fore pafleth he for an ufurper. And the people are here worthily reprehended, fith 
whatfoever is not of faith is fin : and it is obedience when men obey a Divine pre- 
( eept; but not ever, when they follow a Divine inftind. 

they have made princes, &c. ] Some render it. They have removed Princes, ( as R.Sal.Jirkt 
if in the word Haftru Sin were put for Samtcb) they have taken liberty to make and 
unmake Princes at their pleafure: as the Roman Army did Emperours: and as 
that potent Earl of Warwick, in Henry the fixtlis time, who is faid to have carried 
a king in his pocket. But becaufe the former reading is confirmed by the Chaldee 
Paraphrafe, and the fence is agreeable to what wenc before: neither read we of 
any kings of ffrael depofed by the people, we retain ic as the better. 

Of their fiver and their gold have they made them idols, ] Of the guts and gar¬ 
bage of the earth had they made them tcrricula , fray-bugs, or moleftations: ter- Gnat f ai ”^ 
rorem enim & triftitiam duntaxat afferunt fnis cultoribus, for they caufc terrour and 
heavineffe onely to thofe chat worfhip them. Their forrow Jhall be multiplied that Polaa ‘ 
haften after another God, Vfal. 1 6.4. The Greek Churches, for inftance, fo fet up¬ 
on Image-worfhip; and therefore now fubje&ed to the Turkifh tyranny: a type 
whereof weVe thefe ten Tribes carried captive by the AfTyrian,' without any return. 

Idols are called griefs , or forrotys, faith Veter Martyr, becaufe they torment the 
minde; and trouble the confidence; neither can they quiet or pacifieit: fothat 
Idolatersmuft needs be alwayes in doubt and defpair^ as Papifts are, whofe whole Com. ini. 
religion is a dodrine of defperation. Their penances and pilgrimages to.fuch or 
fuch an Idol!, might ftill their confciences for a while : but this was a truce rather 
then a peace : a palliate cure, which would not hold long; a corrupting of the 
fergeant, but not compounding with the Creditour. , 

that they may be cut off. ] Not their filver and gold, the matter, of .their idols, 
as fome fence it; but the whole nation. Princes and people together. Idolatry is a 
God-provoking, and a land-defolating finne, as in this Prophecy. _ Often it 19 
notfo much the enemies fword as the fin of idolatry that deftroyeth cities and king¬ 
doms, through the juftice and jealoufie of Almighty God. ‘ ! 

Verfe. 5. Thy calf, O Samaria, hath caft thee off, ] That is, it can do thee naj 
ftead, nor deliver thee from thedeftroyer. Be net afraid of fuch mawmets ( faith .st.: 1 

Jeremy ) for they cannot do evil, neither alfo is it in them to do good, chap. 10.5, they • r -' ■ ■ 

can neither hurt, nor help: for an idoll is nothing in the world, 1 Cor. 8.4. nothing 
but a meer fidion: it hath no god-head, or power divine in it felf, as the followirig 
words fhew, that there is none other God but one. How then can help be reafbriably 
expeded from it ? Ifrael had caft off the thing that is good, for calf-worftiip, ver. 3. 

there-' 
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therefore is he worthily call off by his calf, called here Samaria's calf, or calves 
becaufe that was the chief City, the Palace of the King, and is therefore put for 
the whole Province: and their idols called a calf , by way of contempt, as the 
brazen-ferpent is called Nehujbtan, or a piece of brajfe when qpce it was Idolized. 
See how Rabfhakeh infultsover thofeHeathen-deities, 2 King. 18. 33, 54,35. and 
blafphemoufly applieth it to the God of Ifrael, who never cafteth off his faithfull 
fervants: but is with them in trouble, to deliver them, and honour them, P fal. 9 i. 
i f. Surely the Lord will not call off his faithfull people, neither will he forfake 
his inheritance, P(al. 94. 14. Behold, God win not cafi aWay a perfett man, fob 8. 
2 . 0 . But though he -caufe grief ’ yet he will have companion according to the multi¬ 
tude of his mercies,Lam. 3. j 1, 32. fome reads it thus. Thy calf O Samaria, hath 
been carried aWay into a far countrey, namely into Aflyria: as the idols of the na¬ 
tions which were overcome, were carried away captive in triumph by the Conque- 
rours. See Hof. 10. 6 . * 

Mine anger is kindled againfi them, ] God is faid to be angry againft idolaters, 
becaufe he doth that which an angry man ufeth to do, viz- 1. chide, 2. fight ; fee 
the fecond commandement in the fan&ion of it, and tremble at Gods difpleafure, 
which when once kindled, and comes into his face, or, noflrils ( as here) it burnech 
to the loweft hell, confumeth the earth with her increafe and fets on fire the foun¬ 
dations of the mountains, Heut. 32.22. It is ill angring him that is the Ancient of 
a,ayes, and a confuming fire. The Jewes ufe to fay to this day, that there is no pu- 
nifhment befalleth them, in which there is not an ounce of Aarons golden calf. 

How long will it be ere they attain to innocencie ? J f^uoufque non poterunt inno¬ 
cent i am ? a forcible ellipfis : as if God were fo vexed, that he could not fully utter 
bimfelf, nor at all (peak to Samaria as he had begun, but turn his difeourfe to 0- 
thers, faying. How long will they not be cleanfed ? or, not abide innocency ? By which 
powerfull expreffion three things are intimated. Tirft, that thefe Ifraelices were - 
refra&arie and defperate .* notonely unclean, but enemies to innocency, fuch as 
could not abide it: they were inveterate, and incurable, their difeafes ingrained,and 
not eafily ftirred by any potion. Secondly, that God is moft patient, who though 
he thinks over-long of the time that men continue in their evil courfes, and therefore 
cries, ^stpujque, How long, &c. and when Will it once be ? yet bears with their evil 
manners, and inviteth them to better. Thirdly, that he will at length break off his 
patience, and proceed to punifhment,(ith there is no other remedy, 2 Chron. 3 4.16. 
J*rov. 29.1. 

Compenfet longas ut gravitate moras . 

Verfe 6 . For fiom Ifrael'too* it alfo, ] There is an Emphafis in Alfo, and itis 
as if the Prophet fhould fay, This calfe of Samaria is no lefle from jfrael, and came 
out of his lhop or device, then that of old fet up by them in the wilderneffe. Ifrael 
then brought a calf out of Egypt, Jeroboam brought two ; and Ifrael hath received 
them, and are much taken with them : fo that they cannot attain to innocencie, ( as 
it is in the former verfe ) fo far they are engaged, andfo faftjoynedto idols, that 
they cannot get off: there isfo much of Self in it: it was the barn of their own 
brain-, and hence fo over-admired, fo clafped and hugged, with the Ape, &c. or 
rather, 3s Cleopatra hugged her Vipers that fucked her blood, and took away her 
lire ; lo did they their own inventions, though fairly warned of the danger ,verfe 3, 
4,5. Lo this was Ifrael, that atted thus madly. Ifrael that was wont to laugh at, 
or pity other Nations for their I dolomany, for worfhipping the works of their own 
hands, for. going a whoring after their own inventions, for changing the glory of 
the incorruptible God, into an image made like to corruptible man, and to birds, 
and four-footed beafls, and creeping things: As in Lap-land, the people worfhip 
Rom. Mi. for a § od » whatfoever they fee firft in the morning. Now that a calf- 

Abbats %totr. worihip lhould be found in Jfrael, and not oncly fo, but found out by Ifrael - who 
was herein worfe then Egypt: for that the Egyptians worfhipped a living Ox of/ 
Gods making ; but IfraeJ, a dead calf of their own making : fuch fots they were 
grown, and fo thwart to the very principles of reafon. 

the workman made it, ] who confefledly is no God, therefore it is not God, ] for 
no man can give that divinity toanocher, which himfelf hath not. Nay it is certain 

that 
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that God himfelf by his infinite power cannot make any thing to be a God torn. ~ 

He cannot do this I fay : like as he cannot lie, he cannot die, he cannot deny him¬ 
felf, &c. fo he cannot raife a created excellency to that height, as to be a God to us. 

How vile then is the Voluptuary, that maketh his belly his god ? the Mammoniftj 
that maketh his gold his god ? the Ambitionift, that maketh his honour his god ? 

How abominable the Maffe-monger, that maketh his god, and eateth him when he 
hath done ? This made nAvcrross the Mahometan crie out • gmniatn Chrifiiani 
1 Heim fuum m*nducant,fit anima mea cum Vhilofophis, that is, Forafmuch as Chrifti- 
ansdo eat their God, let my foul be rather with the fouls of the Philofophers. 

Thofe Pfeudo-chriftians the Papifts, flick not to call the confecrated Hoft, their 
God and Lord: and Harding (that fottifh Apofiate■ for he was once a zealous 
Preacher againft Popery,and wifhed that he had a voice as loud as the bels of Ofeney, ***' 3K 
to cry it down ) in his difputation againft fuel, is not afhamed to defend it. And 
yet we all know that that Hoft or Sacrament, as they call it, of the Altar is the 
work of the Baker, therefore it is no God, neither Lord nor God. ( whatfoever our 
Lord God the Pope fay to the contrary ) Which yet further appeareth, in that (as 
the calf of Samaria here) it may bee broken in pieces , or to fhivers, (which 
word of ours feemeth to come from the Hebrew Jhebharim here ufed ) yea ground 
to powder, as was the molten calf in the wilderneffe, whereto the Prophet may well 
here allude. Is not their breaden-god broaken by the Prieft into three bits ? Is it not 
chawed with his teeth ? May it not be gnawed by mice, become meat for worms, 

&c? Murcfcit, putrefeit, & corrumpitstr: all which things the Papifts themfelves In cmtlU 
confeffe may befall their god, which is therefore no god, or nomine tant urn & non MB** 
■numine deiu , a nominall god onely. And the like we may fay of images, andre- 
liques (fuch as is a t Genua- the tail of that Affe, whereon Chrift rode into Jerufa- 
lem ) thefe and other monuments of idolatry may, nay they ought to be broken 
burnt, and utterly abolifhed, Exod. 34.13. Deut.y. 5. 20.7. as(bleffed 

be God ) they are lately amongft us, by our Worthies in Parliament: to whom 
perhaps, for that and the like good fervices, we attributed but too much, we even 
idolized them and the king of Sweden (that bright Northern-ftarre) a little before 
his deceafe, being in difeourfe with Dr. Fabricius his Chaplain, he told him, that Mr curbin' 
he thought God would ere Jong take him away, becaufe the people did fo overvalue his life 
and deifie him. 

Verfe 7. For they have /own the winde, and /ball neap the whirl-winde To fo»e 
the winde is to labour in vain, as Ecclcfi 5. i6.;to Mhur for the winde , and Prov 
11.29. to pojftfe the Winde , to feed on the win^e, Hof. 12. 1 . and to be eaten up ,. , 
of the winde, fer 21.22. The Greeks exprefle the fame by hunting after, and huf- 
banding the winde. The winde we know maketh a mighty buftle, as if it were fome 
I great bufinefle, folid and ftable: but prcfently it blowes over,and comes to nothing 
1 Or if it get, as feed, into the bofome of the earth, either it breeds an earth-quake 
or at lead arifeth in a whirl-winde, which blowes duftinto the eyes and once at r %c tr 
leaft buried a confiderable Army in the Lybian fands. Solomon faith,’ He tbatfeW- fSier* 
eth iniquity, Shall reap vanity , Pro.22.8. But our Prophet here, faith more: He that 
foweth the wiude of iniquity, (hall reap the terrible tempeft of unconceiveable mi- 
fery. By the blafi of God. he jhall perifb 3 and by the breath of his noftrils he fliall be 
conf»med, fob 4.8,9. As the beginnings of Idolatry,hypocrifie,vain-g[ory, carnal! ♦ 
policy, &c. are empty and unhappy, (it is but thefowingof blafiedcorne, as the 
Sepcuagint here hath it, feed corrupted by the winde ) fo the end thereof is very fad 
and difmall. The word hererendred, the whirl-winde, hath a fyllable in it more 
then ordinary, to note ( faith Tremellius ) the fearfulneffe of the divine vengeance 
thac will befall the foreraentioned .• and efpecially at death, when they are entring 
upon eternity. Oh what a dreadfoll fhriek gives the guilty foul at death to fee it 
felf launching into an infinite Ocean of fealding lead, and muft f w im naked in it 
for ever s not having the leaft cold blaft of thac winde it fowed all its life Jong to 
cod itr but rather to adde to its torment! Then will God fpeak to fuch, as once he 
did to fob OU c of a whirl-winde, but after another manner ; Go to now ye forroa- 
hfts, fa fe-worfhippers, triflers, tremblers of Ifrael: ye that have been meer 
and ciphers, nullities in the world, fuperfluities in the earth, or worfe then all this: 

Go to now, I lay. Weep and hoWL for themiferies that are come upon, you, Te> have J*n»S.& 

lived 
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lived, inpleafure on the earth, and been wanton: ye have nourifled your hearts as in a ' 
day of fiaughter. But now, an end is come, is come ; an evil, an onely evil, with" 
out mixture of mercy, forroiv without fuccour, mifchief without mcafnre, tor¬ 
ments, without hope of ever cither mending or ending, are the portion of your cup •' 
the dregs of that cup of mine muft you now drink off, that hath eternity to the boc- 
tome. O lamentable ! Oh did but men forethink what would be the end of fin 
they durft not but be innocent. Oh let that terrible temped at death bee timely 
thought on and prevented, Job 27. 20, 2i,&c. Terrors take hold of him as Waicr'r. 
a tempefi ftealetb him away in the night. The Eaft-winde carrieth him away, and he) 
departeth, and as a form hurleth him out of his place. For Cod flail c.tfl upon him and 
not flare \ he Would fain flee out of bss hand, &c. 

It hath nofialkj. the bud flail yeeld no meal : ] Nihil habet fertilitatis firmitatif. 
que, as Ruffmus expounded it; It hath no firmnefTe or fruitfulnefib; the winde of 
wickedneffe that thou haft Town, the blafted corn that thou haft committed to the 
earth, will yeeld thee nothing but Ioffe, and difappointment. A blade there may 
be, but not a ftalkor if a ftalk, yet not a bud: or if a bud, yet it fhalL bee nipt in 
the bud: it fhall yeeld no meal, but onely dull and chaff: or if it come to the meal 
yet ftrangers flail [wallow it up, fo that you fhall bee never the betcer for it: 
but after that ye have Town the winde of iniquity, ye fhall reap the whirl-winde of 
mifery, maledittionem omnimodam, curfes of all kindes, which God hath hangMat 
the heels of your idolatry, a pernicious evil, ( whatever chofe fupcrftirious ftbec- 
finners bragg’d to the contrary, ler. 44.17.) Or if they flourifh for a feafon, and 
have hopes of a large crop: yet God will curfe their blefli ngs, and fruftratc their 
fair hopes, Pfal. 37.2. as he dealt by that rich wretch mentioned by Mr. Boroughs, 
in his Comment on thefecond Chapter of this Prophefie, pag. 379. I had certain 
information, faith he, from a Reverend Miniftcr, chat in his own Town there was a 
worldling, who had a great crop of corn. A good honeft neighbour of his walking 
by his corn faid, Neighbour, you have a very fine crop of corn, if God blelfe it? ' 
yea, faith he, I will have a good crop: fpeaking contemptuoufly. And before he 
could come to get it into the barn, it was blafted, that the corn of the whole crop 
was not worth fix pence. r 

Vtrfe 8. 1 /rael is [walloWed up, 3 Not their meal onely , as verfe 7. but themfelvcs 
alfo are devoured by thofe workers of iniquity, that eat up Gods people as they cat 
bread, Pfal. 14.4. Perfecutcurs are men-eaters, more cruel then thofe American 
Cambals, that devour men peftc-meal: they make but a breakfaft of Gods oeople 
as Senachcrib meant to do of Icrufalcm; and the Powder-papifrs of England, if 
it had not been the Lord who Was on o u r fide , when men rofe up againft us* Then they 
had fwalloWed us up yuic^, when their wrath was kindled againfl us. But blcffedbte * 
God, Who hath not given ujasa prey to their teeth, Pfal. 124. 2, 3, 6. bet us keep us 
out oftheclawes and clutches of that old man-ilayer, who night and daywalkech 
, about (in a circular motion ) that he may take us at advantage, feeking whom hee 
? a 7 lwal ] ow down hls wide S uIIe ^ which he hath even made red with the blood of 
‘ fouls, and is therefore happly, called the great rcd-Dragon , Rev. 12.3. that hath 
feven heads to plot, and ten horns to pufh men into the fin of idolatry, and thereby 
into hell. So long as Ifrael was holinefie to the Lord, and the firft-fruits of his increafe , 

, . , that devoured him found that they offended : for evil came upon them ler. 2. 3. 

J*dg. 5 *i they could no more difgeft him, then the Whale did lonah : a cup of trembling, or 
otpoyjon he was to all the people round about, Zech. x 2.2. See the Note there. But, 
when he offended m Baal, he dud : when he chofe new gods,then was warre in the (rates'. 
when they made leagues with idolaters, then were they even fwallowed up by them: 
8 k^n. rC £ t ^ ie ^ rce k and LatineChurches, by the Eaftern and Weftern Anri- 
chnft, thofe crooked Leviathans , thofe dragons in the fea, as the Egyptian and Af- 
lyrian are called, Efay 27.1. 5 

now flail they be among the Gentiles^ whofe favour and friendfhip they have 
bafely fought, and dearly bought. It was threatned in the former Chapter, verfe 
16. that they be a derifion m the land of Egypt. See the Note. To have 

Egyptians deride us, and that for fin, is an heavy judgement. So here to be dif- 
darned and vilified by fuch, as an old broken veffell, fit for none but unclean ufes. 

*S St Vtffell wherein it no plea fare. J No delight or complacency ; vat defied, m, 

rnjcnlum. 
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reijculum,aljeclum, a veffell that is for the carrying up and down of excrements ; fo 
Ihail ifrae*l be employed by Gentiles, in bafe and contemptible offices : as they were 
by the Babylonians, Jtr. 5-I- 34. yea I ehojakim himfelf ( though a King ) was no 
betcer ufed, Ur. 22. i8. and Moab, that haughty nation, ler. 48. 38. Jn which 
fence, Moab flail be my waflpot, faith David, Pfal. 60.10. that is, brought into 
moft abjeft llavery; as your Icullionsor fcavengers: they {hall lie among the pots, 
pjal, 68.13- not onely to make pots, for the king of Babylons ufe, ( as thofe fer- 
vile fouls, thebaic brood of their degenerated forefathers, 1 Chron. 4.23.) but al- 
fo to hold pots, or empty pots and veffels of difhonour; that they might know a F 
difference betwixt Cods fervice ( which is all clean and fair work, fit for a veffell of 2Tim,2.2i. 
honour , an cleft veffell, eletl and precious, fanftified and fit for the mafters ufe ) 
and the fervice of their enemies, bafe and beaftly ; fuch as is beneath the excellency 
of an ingenuous man : fuch as the Turks at this day put the Jews to; and the Spani¬ 
ards the poor Indians. 

Verfe 9. For they are gone ftp to Affyria, a wilde affe alone by himfelf, 3 This was 
that that moft moved the Lord to denounce and determine hard and heavy things 
againft Ifrael, they had fufpicious thoughts of God, as if he either could not, or 
vJould not do for them, and. help them out, as the Affyrian (though an enemy ) 
would. This prank of theirs, God urtei'eth here with as great indignation, and 
diflike, as old facob did his fonne. Reubms inceft, when he laid. He Went up to my 
couch * The Lord is as jealous of his glory as any man can be of his wife: neither 
will he give it to another, Efay 42. 8. he admits not of any corrivall in heaven or 
earth, as Pot ip bars wife was Ins own peculiar. Now God is no way more glorified 
by us, then when we put our cruft in his love and faith fulneffe, and expeft from him 
fafety here, and falvation hereafter. I or in fo doing, we fet him up for our king, 

I udg. 9. 15. and put the crown royall upon his head, Cant. 3. 11. As in doing 
r otherwife, we turn his glory into fhame, loving vanity, fet king after leafing. Hence pfal.4.2. 
that angry expoftulation. At. 2. 3 6 , fVhy gaddefi thou about fo muck to change thy 
Way ? How doft think to mend thy felf, by running to the creature; as if there were 
no God in Ifrael ? thou alfo [salt be aflamedof Egypt , as thou waft aflamed of Aft 
fyria : Tea thou flalt go forth from him, and thine hands upon thine head ( after the 
manner of mourners, 2 Sam. 13.19.) for the Lord hath re jelled thy confidences, and 
thou flalt not proffer in them. 

a wilde affe alone by himfelf : 3 Foolifh and fierce above meafure, untameabkand 
untraftable : loving to be alone, and fo becomes a prey to the lion, as faith Siraci- Lib. 2 . eap.40. 
des, chap. 1 3* verfe 21. P/i ny fpeaketh much of the wilde affe, and bis properties: 
and Interpreters on this Text, bring many reafons why Ifrael is compared to him. 

Ifrael is as ftupid, and as mad as the wilde affe, faith Lyra. He is all for himfelf, 
faith Junius : he c aftcth off Gods yoak, faith Tremellius : he is a contemptible crea¬ 
ture, faith Kimchi : he walks where he lifts, as mafterleffe, faith the Chaldee : hee 
feeketh water in the wildernpffe, but hardly findeth it, fo doth Ifrael help of the 
cruell enemies, and hath it not, faith Oecolampadius : he taketh a great deal of pains 
for his belly, faith Mercer : he cannot be tamed and made ferviceable, faith Gefner . 

He is left alone by God to be carried captive by the Affyrian, faith Ribera. The 
Scripture deferibeth the nature of this creature in many places, Gen. 1 6. 12. lob 6.5* 

& 11. 12. & 24. 5. & 39. 8. Pfal. 104. 11. E/ay 32. 14. ler. 2.23. & 14. 6. 

Dan. 5.21. 

Ephraim hath hired lovers. 3 This is the fecond fimilitude, taken from a moft libi¬ 
dinous harlot. See the like bafeneffein Judah, Ez, t- 4 - 16. 33. They were fo mad 
upon their idols , and creature-confidences, that they were at no fmall charge for 
them : they lavifiied money out of the bag : and laid on, as if they fhould never fee j C r. 5.38. 
an end of their wealth. They fent great gifts and fummes of money to the Affyri- 
ans and Egyptians; and leaned upon them as their champions: they hired loves, 
as the Hebrew here hath it. But love as it cannot well be counterfeited, (a man may 
paint fire, but he cannot paint heat) fo it cannot at all be hired or purchaled. Thofe 
that go about it Avail finde loathing for love, and be fcorned of thofe mercenaries, 
which are feldome cither fatisfied, or fure. 

/ er/e 10. Tea, though they have hired among the nations, 3 Theuncircumcifed ; 
ftrangers to the promifes, and aliens from the common-wealth of Ifrael: that they 

fhould 
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fliould fo far diftruft God, and debafe themfelves, as to feek help of fuch - this 
went neer to the heart of God, and was very grievous. They brought up an evil 
reporc upon Gods houfe-keeping, charged him with unfaithfulnefTe to his people 
whom he nowTeemed to leave in the lurch, to fhift for themfelves in their ftraits - 
r - , . an< * hardened his enemies in their wicked,but yet more profperous condition. Fee til 

libit ^•/“In nrttuvocatHr. How would thefe Heathens hugge themfelves in the conceit 
thac . J “ ael do thus, who was Gods portion, Deut. 32.9. the dearly beloved 

of his foul, Jer, 12. 7 .of whom it was anciently fung, and commonly faid among the 
Heathen, The Lord bath done great things for them, Pfal. 126.2. Happy art thou 
OIfrael: who is like unto thee, O people! faved by the Lord, the fhield of thy 
help; and who is the fwordof thine excellency: and thine enemies fhall be found 
liars unto thee, and thou (halt tread upon their high-places, Dent. 3 3.29. Whofo- 
ever was free of the city of Rome, might not accept of anyfreedome in another 
city: for that they counted a difhonour to Rome. And will not God take it inill 
part from his covenanters, to feek or make after correfpondency with his enemies. 
* and fafety by them ? The help of the wicked, Ecclefia funt tandem perniciofa & 

Jemper perfidtofa, are the beft perfidious,and at length pernicious to the Church 1 
ttotowll l gather them,l This the Chaldee, and the Vulgar make to be a pro- 
mde of bringing back their captivity; when indeed it is a commination of carrying 
them into captivity. I will gather them , ] that is, either the enemies againft Ifrael* 
or elfe Ifrael, for the enemies; ut eos acervatim perdam , that I may lay them heaps 
upon heaps, and gather them, as dead corps flain in battle are gathered together 
for bunall. Or, i will gather them , to the end that I may difperfe them And 
they fhall forroW a littleJ And but a little now, for the burden of the king ofprinces.l 
for the taxes and tributes exaded from them by the king of Affjria, (whofe Nobles 
were Princes, * King. 18.24. E f«J *°.) See 2 King. ij. 19,29. But all this is 
but a httle . it is but the beginning of farrows; it is but fmall drops fore-running 
the great ftorm; or as a crack fore-running the fall of the houfe. They fhall for- 
rowmuch more hereafter, when carried capcive,and made a fcorn to the feum of the 
people. See Deut. 3 2. 42. Some read the whole verfe, lea, becaufe they have hired 
among the nations, now will J gather them together : (for they have begun a little) 
becaufe of the burden of the king of princes. And they thus paraphrafe it: Well 
may they bribe and hire, but this will be the end: The Ifraelites themfelves fhall 
fall by heaps; the nations whom they hire fhall come fo tumbling in upon them 
V as Efay told Ahaz, Efay 8.) Do you not fee it pretily well begun already ? Look 
upon the late example that is yet now frefh and bleeding before your eyes: fo you 
will the better beleeve my threading in that which is to come: I mean, the fackim? 
and carrying away of the Tribes beyond Jordan, by Pul and Tiglath-Pilefer. If 
The calling of Y ou ask me_thc reafon, why God fhould be fo angry with you ? It is becaufe you 
t be Jews. are lo foohih, or fo wicked rather, to fend prefents and tributes to the king of Afhur 
(dg.ua. ( who in the pride and vanity of his heart nameth himfelf the King of Princes the 
S^bjeSs and ^ P ° tent ^ thepillin & P ol,in & and burdening of your 

BeCAU f e E P hr * im h * th made many altars to finne, Becaufe he hath 
multiplied altars againft Gods exprefle command, Lev . 17. 3, &c. Deut. 12. j,&c. 
Jojb. 22.22. Jer. 11. 13. and that, to finne : as if it were on purpofe to crofleani 
provoke the Lord to anger, by their fuperftitions and will-worfhip, and to defpite 
L in L W1 ,, L feeming honours ( for dilpleafing fervice is double difhonour ) therefore 
he fhall have enough of it, ere I have done with it. He fhall be given up to a re¬ 
probate fenfe : that going on from one fin to another, he may fill up his meafure. 
till wrath come upon him to the utmoft. 

Per quod quia peccat , per idempunitur & i-fe. 

Idolatry is finne with an accent , wickednefle with a witnefle, 1 King . 15. 30, 34. 
5^ x ?; 2 ‘ 1 Kw S-1 2 ' 3 °- & 13*35- and fhall be punifhed accordingly: for fo the 
Chaldee paraphrafeth here; Becaufe they have multiplied their altars for fin, the 
altars of their idols fhall be their ruine: there is one Hebrew word for fin and />#- 
nijbmtnt; finne hales hell at the very heels of it, as One faith wittily. Pol anus up¬ 
on 


Chap.8 . the Trophede of Hofea. xzf 

on this Text, hath thefe three profitable Obfervations. Firft, that as in the old Te- 
1 ftamenc, one onely altar was fet up by Gods command in the Tabernacle and Tern-, 
pie : fo alfo in the new Teftament, we have no other altar but Chrift, Heb. 13.10.; 

, Iren. lib. 4. contra Imref cap. 34. Secondly, as the Ifraelites finned in multiplying 
altars: fo do the Papifts mod grievoufly, in that not content with Chrift and his 
fatisfa&ory facrifice alone, they fet up other altars, and bring in other expiatory 
' facrifices. Thirdly, as the Ifraelites made many altars to finne, though they preten- 
' ded good intention and devotion: So the Papifts at this day multiply altars ( even, 
hundreds in fome one Church in Rome ) to finne , though they falfly pretend their, 
good intention therein, and the prefervation and augmentation of Gods fervice. 

Verfe 12. I have Written te him the great things of my Law , ] Magnalia legit; 
there are tlfo mtnutula legis, Mat. 5. 22. both muft be looked to: for though the 
f Civilian fay of his Law, De minutU non curat lex, the law takes no notice of fmall 
faults: yet it holds not true of the Law of God, which is fpiritnal , and muft bee 
kept as the apple of the eye, Prov. 7. 2. and obferved in every point and part, nay in 
every pnnFlilio and particle thereof. But to come to the words • Ephraim could 
not plead ignorance of Gods minde, for their many altars, and fuperftitions: Deus , .1 
enim jure quarat & queratur , for God might very well fay and complain,- as Prov. 

32.20. Have not I written for thee excellent things in counfelsand knowledge ? 
and in the verfe next afore, J have made known ( my minde ) this day to thee, even 
to thee. So here, I have written, fc. by my Pen-men and Secretaries, to him chiefly,’ 
and for his better direftion in my fervice, that,he might walk therein by rule, and 
not at randome, ( See Deut. 4. 8. P fal. 147. 29.) the great things , or excellent do¬ 
cuments (the multiplicity or multiformity, faith the Chaldee) of my Law, or of my 
dodrine fapientiall, Prov. 13. 14, which taketh in theGofpel too* that Law of 
Chrifi, Gal. 6. 2. 

But they were counted as a ftrange thing. ]] As not pertaining to them, as that 
wherein they were little or nothing concerned, as the narration of forraign affairs. 

Whereas men (houldread and regard the holy Scriptures, as they do the Statutes of 
the Land: holding themfelves as much concerned and intended as any other: 
threatning themfelves in every threat, binding themfelves in every precept, bleffing 
themfelves in every promife, mingling the whole Word with faith in their hearts, 
and rcfolving upon the obedience of faith ; as knowing that fhefc ate verba vivenda 
non legenda , words to be lived, not read onely : and that they (hould indwell in us 
familiarly, and yet richly , Col. 3. 16. and welhouldbe as inwardly acquainted 
with them, as any man is with his After, or neareft allies, Prov. 7.4. All this the ra^ 
ther; Firft becaufe God is the Authour of the holy Scriptures, both matter and 


Wordsarehis, 2 Pet.2.21. he fpake by the mouth of his holy Prophets which have been 
‘ ftnee the World began : and he guided their hands in writing the Bible. How dare 
' Papifts then fay, that they wrote it injujfi without command from God. Secondly, laker, 
becaufe God hath written his Law for us, for our behoof and benefit, Rom. 4. 23. 
and 15.4. The Scripture is Gods Epifile to us, faith Gregory. It is a lamp to my feet i 
and a light to my pathes, faith David . Not a light that I fee at a diftance, a great 
way off; but a light held to my feet, that I may fee my way in this land of Chabul , 
this dirty and dark world : and not lift up one foot, till I defery and finde fure foot- 
ting for another, as thofe Pfal. 34.6. Thirdly, becaufe he hath written for us, the 
honorabilia legis, honourable and precious things, fuch as a man would fetch from 
Chtna or the uttermoft part of the habitable world upon his bare feet, rather then 
be without. David prefers it before gold and filver, Pfal. 19. n. Solomon before 
pearls and rubies, Prov. 3.15. Mofes before all the learning of other Nations, 

Deut. 4.6. The Scripture is the fouls food, faith Athanafius : the fouls ptyficV, 
faith Chryfofitme: the invariable rule of truth, faith Irenaus. It is faith Another, 
the Aphorifmes of Chrifi, the Library of the Holy Ghoft, the divine Pandetts, the 
Wifdom oftheCrofle, the Cubit of the Saftduary, the Firmament of Faith, the 
Touchftone of Errour, &c. What reafon then had Darbifbiri ( Bifliops Boners kinf- 
man and Chaplain ) to fay to Mr. Hdwkes the Martyr, that he was too curious : for 
he would have nothing but his little pretty-Gods-baokj And is it not flifficient for 
my falvation? faidHawkest yes, faid he, but not for your inftruAion. God fend s 

/ me the falvation ( faid Hawkgr) and you the inftruftion. That the Scripture is foil 
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and fufficienc for both inftrudion and falvation, fee 2 Tim. 3.16,17. and my Trea- 
tile called the True 7 reajure. Has igvur noclurnd verfate manu, verfate dittmA 
Vjat. 1.2. .Let there not, by infrequency or difufe, grow an alienation or ftrange- 
neffe betwixt us and the holy Scriptures; but be ready in them, and have them as 
S*ut had his pitcher and ipear at his bolfter; as David had his chofen ftonesat hand 
in his fcrip, &c. Luther wiflieth all his own books burnt j becaufe I fear, faith he 
they hinder men from reading the Bible, that book of books ■ in companion whereof 
all the books in the world are but waft-paper. After which, I tremble, faith he to 
think of the former age, wherein many Divines fpent fo much time in reading An . 
ftotlt and Averroes, and fo little in reading the Book of God. MelanElhon faith that r 
he heard fome preach upon Texts taken out of Ariftotles Ethicks. Caroloftadius , 
was eight yeers Dortour when he began to read the Scriptures: and yac at the ta- 
Job. Manlius, king of his degree, had been pronounced, Suffcientijfmtts. Another Dortour of 
Divinity, being asked whether he had read the Decalogue, negitabat fe hujufmodi 
lthrum BtbLotheca fua habuifle ttnejuam : he denied that he had ever had or 
Amatrum heard of any Book fo called : fuch a perfed /Hanger was he to the great things of 
Auibar.prsf. Gods Law. And if the learned Dortours be thus bard and ignorant, what may we 
think of the poor mifled and muzled multitude, that lie faft loekt up in the Popes 
dark dungeon, and arc flatly forbidden to meddle with the Scriptures, left they 
fhould be infefted with herefie, or pottetted with a devil, as lome ( lay they ) have 
been by that means > 

Per/e. 13. They facrifice flefh in the facr ifees of mine offerings, and eat it ; ] 
tj. d They would feem not to have rejerted the great things of my Law, nor to be 
fuch ftrangers thereunto ; fith they were much in facrificing according to the Law. 
In detal But their h yP° crifie is moft hatefull: In that Tirft, they offer ( with Cain ) Non 
* f*rfonam, fed opus per/ona , as Luther faith ; not themfelves, but their bare facrifices 1 

Efay 66.3. which is but as a brainleffe head, and foul- leffe body: it is but flefh 
as it is here called in contempt, and fcorne. See the like, fer. 7.21. Hof 9.4. And 
think the fame of all externall fervices; ft careant animd fud , id tfl n Elh in Deum 
fide, & ere Eld in ilium.mente/xi not performed in faith and obedience. Secondly 
They pretended to feeve God, when indeed they onely ferved their own bellies as 
thofe, Rom, 16.18. fought their own ends, Phil. 2. 21. catered for theflelh, Rom. 
13.14. infgnedonum quo affleior ( as Luther Paraphrafeth the text ) camem lff,rtis 
tyuam vos ipf zoratis,*. e. A goodly gift it is that you give mee, vU.. the flefh of 
your peace- offerings which your felves may fcaft with ; and you therefore multiply 
facrifices that you may gorge your felves with good chear. Now one egge is not 
more like to another, then thefeold fiefs-mengers were to the Popifh flefh-flits at 
this day. It was an honeft complaint of one of them ; We, faith he, handle the 
Scripture, tantum ut nos pafeat & vefiiat, onely that it may feed us, and cloath us. 
And it is evident to all the world, that their Mattes, pilgrimages, feftivals. vowed 
prefents and memorials, & c . are onely to pamper their paunches: which made them 
fo angry with Erafmus, and Luther , for medling. 

but the Lord accepteth them not , j How fhould he ( fay ) when there was nothing 
but flefh, nothing b utfelf in them. See the like, fer. 410. Am. 5. 22. Efay 1.10. 
where God t'elleth them, that their facrifices were grievous and offenfive to all 
his feverall fenfes, nay to his very foul too. The facrifice of the wicked is abomina¬ 
tion to the Lord, Prov . 15.8. yea though he bring it with never fo good an intent, 
prc. 21. 27. how much more if he bring ex rapiua holocaufium , a facrifice of what 
be hath got by rapine and robbery ? and fo the Chaldee carrieth the fence of the 
former words .■ the facrifces of mine offerings, qua co lit El a funt ex injtria, faith 
He,which were gathered and gotten by wrong-dealing: how then fhould the Lord 
accept them ? 

now will he remember their iniquity ,2 Even while they are facrificing: let them 
not think to blinde his eyes with the Jnroak of their offerings, to ftop his mouth 
with their rich gifts, and donaries: to bribe him into a connivency: to expiate and 
fet off their, finnes with their facrifices: for God will remember them , and punifh 
them. Yea, now will he do it, in the time of their holy duties: he will come upon 
Lake ij, them then in his wrath, as Pilate came upon the Galileans, and mingled their blood 
With their facrifices. Sure it is that fin ( brought into Gods holy prefence ) petici- 
* ens 
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, ons againft the tinner , as Efiher did againft Human, at thedi.anqnec of wine: picks 
out the time of prayer and other duties to accufe and call for vengeance. Take we 
heed, left while we are confefling our finnes,;( which yet we cjpfe with, land will 
not forfake) and judging our felves worthy to: be deftroyed, Godfitynpc, Oottjf 
thine owne mouth Will I condemn thee, thou gfcacelfettetpfenfonj that |*aftfo much im¬ 
pudence as to bring thy Cozbi into my prefence, then,- when- ft lUhe 1 people< asron a 
faft-day J arc.weeping before the door of the Tabernacle. [Cod WfiU,' fiipftifadtf 
all that dr aw nigh unto him one way orother he wUlbc faq<ftifie^«eher-in them, 
or on them. Gf fuch he faith, as Solomtmonce did of Adoniab, If be Jbew.himfilf 
a Worthy man, there Shall not an hair of his head fall to. the. earths but' iffyickidneffc 
frail be found in him , he (ball die. If any defile the Temple of God; him (hall 
God defray. - . ./ 

they fluillreturn to Egypt. "] They had a mintk tofun thithef for refuge: they 
fent alfo to So king of Egypt for that purpofe,r ; 2 J7. 4. Inftead of making 

their peace with God, they betook themfelves to bafe fhifes; and fought helpof 
the creature. This is theguife of graceleffe men, whendiftretted. But they ihall 
foon have enough of Egypt, chap. 9. 3, 4 . Their ftrMgtb ( at their Egypt) had 
been to have fitten fill, in expedationof help from heaven, Efay.yo. 7. andto 
have confidered that the laft and greaceft curfe denounced againft their difohedi- 
ence, was, And the Lord (hall bring thee into E(rypt, </rc. . , 

Vvr/e 14. For Jfrael hath forgotten his maker,} Not more his FaSlaur, then his Be- 
nef tElour, as 1 Sam. 12. 6. the Lord made Mofes, and Aaron, i* e. he advanced them 
to that honour in his Church. So our Saviour is faid to have made twelve when he 
ordained them to the Apoftlefhip, Mar. 3. 14. And the Apoftle faith of Ifrael 
that God exalted the people, when they dwelt as ftrangers in the land of Egypt! 
AEts 1 3.17. fc. to the priviledge of his peculiar people, the potteftion of the pro- 
mifed land, the cuftody of his Oracles, and fervices, &c. befides the many benefits 
and deliverances wrought for them. Ail which they are faid to have, forgotten. 

1. Becaufe they laid them not to heart, foe Efay 57.11. they faw not G*>d »n them: 

2. Becaufe their lives were not anfwerabk: they walked not worthy of fuch a God: 
but faid ( in effeft ) tVe are delivered to do all thefe abominations, fer. 7. to. God 
challengeth remembrance, and well he may, Ecclef. 12.1. for he hath created us for 
his glory, Efay 43. 7. he hath formed us, yea he hath made us, ( as it followerh 
there, and all that we might remember him ) the word ( made ) is ufed for a degree 
of grace after creation. Thofe that are his workmanfhip, his artificial! faflure cf ea- 
ted in Chrift Jefus (who is the beginning of this creation of God , Rev. 3.14.) unto 
good works, Ephef. 2. 10. if ever they fhould forget God, ( which is the chararter ’ 
of a wicked man, Pfal. 50,22.) if they fhould forfake God that made them and 
lightly efteem the Rock of their falvation ; as Solomon did the Lord that had appea¬ 
red unto him twice; if they fhould not prefer him above their chief joy, or make 1 
him afeend above the bead of their joy ( as the Hebrew hath it, Pfal. 1 37.6. ) and fet 
him over all, as pW* 0 6did Jofeph ( caufing Sun moon, and ftarres to do obeyfance 
to him) I mean all their naturall, moral!, remporall, and fpirituall abilities to bee 
fubjeft and ferviceable to him, he would have an unanfwerable artion againft them, 
and both heaven and earth would have caufe to blufti at their disingenuity, andun- 

ithankfulneffe. Lee it ever be remembred, that of all things God cannot abide to 
be forgotten. . 

and buildeth temples ; 3 To God. no doubt: and yet becaufe they worfhipped 
him notin his own way, they are faid to have forgotten him: So do Papifts in all 
their ftrurtures, vowed prefents, and memories ( as they call them. ) In king Ste¬ 
vens time here, notwithftanding all the mil'eries of warre, there were more Ab¬ 
beys built, then in an hundred years before. But who required thofe things at their 
hands? Chrift us opera nefra non tarn a El ib its quam finibus pemfat. Now the end 1 
why thofe Temples and Monafteries were built, appears in ftories to be pro remiff one 
& redemption peccatorum , pro remedio & lib.eratione anima 1 pro amore cceleftis pa- 
tna : tn honor cmglorioft Virginis, in tleemofynam anima, &c. for remififion of fins 
redemption of fouls, honour of the Virgin. Mary, and ocher fuperftitious ends 
and ufes. 

and Judah bath multiplied fenced cities: J As thinking thereby to fence chem- 
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felvesagainft Gods wrath, to mott themfelvei up agiinfl his fire, thac hadbumtup 
the tea tribes, and threatened them. Strong cities and munitions may be lawfully 
built • but then their foundation^ muft not be laid upon fire-works. If fin be atthe 
bottom (as the voice from heaven is laid to have told P hoc as) though they build as 
high as heaven, ir will not da Babylons thick wals and large provifions could t not 
fecure her from the enemy : Samaria held out for two or three yeers, but was fur- 
prized at lait by the Afiynan : fo vjzsjerufalem by the Babylonians, and then by the 
Romanes Efay. 22. 8, 9, io* &c. great fault is found with this people for their 
war-like* preparations with neglefts of God, verf 11. and of deep and down-right 
humiliation, verf. 12,13,14- The name of the Lord is the fti ongeft to wer, Prov. 
1 8 . 1 o. But curled is he that maketh flefh his ar m , that t< uffi th in men though ne¬ 
ver fo great, or means though never lo likely, )er. 17. 5. thole were never true to 
thofe that trufted them. The J ebufites were beaten out of their fort, though they 
prefiimed it impregnable. The men of S heebem were fired out, Judg. 9.49. lo fhall 
ludah be : for, 

I willfend a fire upon his cities, and it (hall devour the palaces thereof, J The enemy 
did this, but not without the Lord; who cannot b 00k it that men fhould chrult in 
palaces and ftrong-holds: and as Luther well oblervech, in this whole chapter is 
fully let fo-th whence it is, that firi ng Palaces and flourishing kingdoms come to 
nought; it is becaufe men believe not in God, but truft to their own firengch. Dent. 
28. 52. they fortifiethemfelves againfi an enemy, but do not parifie God, d fplca- 
fure ; who is himftlf a devouring fire find can quickly quafh all our forces, and con¬ 
fute our confidences. 


CHAP. IX. 

Verf 1 .T) Ej°yce not, 0 Ifrael, for joy as other people, as good people, fo* they 
XYhavc realon to rejoyce, and are called to it in both Tefiamc.its: joy is 
the juft mans portion, but thou art naught all over, thou haft gone a shoring from 
thy God ; who will fhortly meet thee as a bear robbed of her whelpes , or as the jea¬ 
lous hu band doth his adult ereffi, Ag in, not as other bad people, for they may revel 
(rejoyce indeed they cannot) and be merry,after a fot: rejoyce they may in the face, 
as the Apoftie phrafeth it, and from the teeth outward : lome kind of frothy and 
flafhy mirth they may have (and let them make them merry with it, 'tis all they are 
like to have) but fo mayeft not thou; becaufe thou haft had warning Efficient, and 
haft known thy matters will, but not done it: yea, thou haft done that abominable 
thing that other nations never yet did, J er. 2. 11. 12. thou haft changed thy God 
for thofe that arc no gods; thou haft forfakco the fountain, and run to the ciftern, 
&c. which is fuch a prodigious wickednefle, as the very heavens are iftomfhcd at, 
* { r and are horribly afraid,yea, defolate ; mourning, and as it were melting at this horrid 

aft* Shall the heavens mourn, and wilt thou rejoyce? yea, fetch a, frisky or dance a 
uaanct a gal- galliard for joy, as the word (ignifies: what if other nations do fo, when they have 
Hard, got the better of their enemies, or gathered in their harveft, Ef. 9. 4. or otherwife 

have all things go well with them? yet revolted I/r<*e/had no luch caufe, unlefTe 
they were upon better tearms with God. Say that this were the time when ]o*Jb 
beat Benhadad thrice over, and recovered the cities of Ifrael, 2 Kin. 13. 15. Or 
fay it was, when he took Ama^iah, and brought all the fpoyle of Jerufalem to Sa - 
2 Cbrtn. a*, maria, f hap. 14. 13. or elfe when Pekah flew in J ndah an hundred and twenty 
thoufand in one day, and carried captive two hundred thoufand, with much fpoyle: 
thefe were times of great mirth and Jollity, ’tis confided. But, are there not withy oh 
even with you fins againfi the Lord your God (as the prophet Oded there belpeaks 
them; and fhould not thofe fins be bewailed? Befidcs, arc they not your brethren 
whom you have flaughtered and captivated ? and can you have any joy of fuch a 
conqucftjof civil wars that are — - nuUos habitura triumphos, that a< c (uch a milery 
as all words (how wide foever) want compaffe to exprefle ? Hear what the pro¬ 
phet mos (who was H ofeas contemporary ) faith to this, Te whichrejoyce in a thing 
of nought, (lo he calleth their victories prefent profperity, pomp and pride) which 
fay, have we not takyn to tet horns by our oWnftrength ? Behold, l will raife up againfi 


Chap .9. the ‘Prophetic of Hofea. 125 

you a nation, O houfe of Ifrael, that fsall tarn you, and take you a link lower (as they ' 

fay) fo that your laughter (hall be turned into mourning , and your joy into heavineffe. 

There is ever a fnare (or a cord) in the fin of the wicked, viz. to firangle their joy j an , . « 
With; but the righteous fing and rejoyce , P rov, 29. 6 . J 

For thou hajl g one a shoring from thy GW.j That s a foul bufinefle, and may well 
, damp thy joy,. Sins are the fnuffes that dimme our candleftick, the leaven that fow- 
reth our paffe.overs, the Sanies of a plague-fore that threatneth our very life. And, 
whereas the. fumes of others are butrebellionsz^iaSk God, the fins of his profefled 
people are treacheries ; they go a whoring from their God, defuper Deo fuo, velomif- 
fo Deo fuo, from under their God, or layingafidc their God; calling him,as it were, 
into a by-corner. Hence thofe pathetical complaints in J eremy. Chap. 18. 13. Ask 
ye now among the heathen, who hath heard fuch things ? the virgin of Ifrael hath 
done a very horrible thingjfilchincfs in a flewesis nothing fo. odiousas filthinefs in a 
Virgin. And again, Chap.i2.30.The children of Ifrael, and the children of Judah have 
onely done evil from their youth. God takes evil fo bainoufly from them, as if they 
had never done him any good fervice all their dayes; or as if they were the onely 
fmriers upon earth ; they were fo much worfe, becaufe they ought to have been bet¬ 
ter then other nations. Now God expeds our lorrows fhould be proportionable to • 

our fins J Rejoyce not therefore, but (by a Liptote) weep and houl for the paiferies 
that fhall come upon you. 

Thou haft loved a regard (or a harlots hire ) upon every corn-floor,\i. e. Thou 
haft proftituted thy fclf to a Ioofe Idolatry ; like to a common whore that goeth a Mtteeiem 
whoring up and down the threfhing- floors. Hence his fear left it Ihould be mtretuctam - 
noifed that Ruth had Iain at his feet, and that a woman camednto the floor, Ruth. 2. 

Orejfc he mcaneth (faith Diodate) fome particular kind of idolatry ufed in the 
time of harveft and threfhing; as if they would have acknowledged their increaie 
to come by their idols goodnefle. Such was that of the Metapontines, of whom 
St™™ ftorieth, that when they.bad had a good harveft, and were grown rich there¬ 
by? dedicated to Apollo at Delphos an harveft of gold , See more of 

tnisChap.2. with the Notes. 

Verfe. 2. The floor and the Wineprefie Jball not feed them, ] Culpam, poena f remit 
Punilhment attendeth fin at the heeles. They had abufed their plenty, atid a- 
fcribeditto their idols: therefore fhall they be cut fhort either in their ftore,as Hag. 

3. 6. 10. and 2.16. or in their ftrength, as Hof 4.10. and 8.7. (See Chap. 2.8.9. 
with the Notes.) One way or other their hopes fhall be fruflrated, the creature fhall 
lie to them, and notanfwer their expe&ation. 

Theaiew wine flsall fail in her , ] Mufium mentictur ei, fee the like pbrale, Hqb. 3 ) 

17. Ef. 58.11. Job. 41 . 6. they fhall come to the corn-floors and winc-preffes, as 
men come to a lottery with heads full of hopes ; but depart difappointed, with 

their hearts full of blanks. As they have lied to God (idolatry is nothing elfe but a 

large he,) and dealt deceitfully with him in the covenant: fo fhall all things lie to 
them, and not anfwer their hopes. Look how a certain Prince paid a ftlfe traitour 
(who tor a turn me of money had betrayed his countrey to him) in falfccoyn: fo 
fhau it fare with fuch asfalfifie with God: he will blaft their hopes, and curfe their 
blefiings, cut them fhort in the height of their expectancies, ftrike them in the 
things that their hearts are moft fet upon, the new wine ftjall lie to them, and fo let 
them a howling ,}oel. 1 .5. 

V'erf They fljall not dteell in the Lords landfj Becaufe they wonld not live by 
the Lords lawcs- they fhall therefore be turned out of his houfe (fo this land was 
catled C*w/>. 9. 3.) as rebellious children, thac are a difturbance and a difgrace to 
their fathers family : they fhall hold no longer, as tenants of him the chief Laod- 
ord, becaule fo backward to fend a lamb (as rent or an homage penny ) to the ruler 
% the E J a \'• 11 ■ they were tenants at will, and held upon condition of obe- 

tlience, Uvit, 18.2 6. it was dividedamongft them by lot: lojbua divided it a- • 
monglt them, and left none to himfelf The people gave h im a portion,and he was 
content with it ; though it were but a mean one in the barren mountains, as Hierome 
notetn* He had the promife that God would never leave him ndtforfake him\ and he 
Well knew, that if he trufted in the Lord,and did good, he fhould dwell in the land 
and be verily fed, pfal . 37. 3. He and Caleb were of another fpirit, and fulfilled 
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after God; therefore they onely of all that generation entred the promifd land 
the 'Lords land- which becaulc Mofes might not do, it was a great grief to him 
Thcfc Idolaters here are threatened to be cafoiered and caft out of this good land 
and to have their pledfant land laid defolate , to be fpewed out, as the Canaanites had 
been before them. Lev it. 18. 28. and fo confequencly to be deprived of Gods f 2 
vour, help, and proteftion j and altogether difpriviledged, yea, difinh erited Thil 
was an heavy judgement to them, and mull be a warning to us, that ype live in the 
bofome of the Church, and under the joyful found; that we forfeit not uur prefent 
enjoyments, that we finne not away our precious priviledges, as the fcvcir Churches 
and others have done. Alterius perditio tua fitcautio. We ftand upon our good be. 
haviour, astheydid; SeeZW. 30. 19. 20. b 


But ^Ephraim >*// return to EgyptJ which they ought to have been ienfible .of as 
a punifoment long fincc threatned, Dent. 28. ult. (fee with the Note > 

though now, ofthekown accord, they returned to it, for fear of the sllfjriA 
fwhom bythc.rfalfe-deal.ng they had juftly inccnfcd) yet that thonld not (heltcr 
them, butGods hand would find them our, and fetch them thence into C3ptivitv 
Oft they had been warned not to go down to Egypt for help ; and they mM needs 
e hard beftead that fled thither. True it is, that the Egyptians are renowned in hi- 
miSic.1.2. Kanes for a thankful people, and the Ifradites are charged not to abhor an Enptmn 
Dcut.aj.7. becaufe they were once ftrangers in his land, and had rafted of his cou'tcfos Yut 
witball they could not but know how hardly the Egyptians had dealt*with their 
fore-fathers, and how treacheroufly alfo with them ; and that they ought not L 
jure, to have returned thither upon any rearms. Sed Deus quern defruit dement at , 
and although here they wererefolvcd for Egypt, yet Chap. n. 5. God refolvetho- 
therwife; and voluntas Ddi nectffttas rci, his will foall ftand, when all’s done 
And they (hall eat unclean things in Afyria,\ ] Things forbiddenby the law as 
lwincs-flcfo,&c they foall be forced to cat or ftarvc:they muft not look for liberty of 
conference in Affyria, nor have that favour to make a difference of meat as D mid 
iA C t T n i' bU l^“, baked hi ? bar,c y- cakes wlth mans-dung:Even fo laid the * 

c ^ £< * rc *°i J ^ asl eat tf3eir defiled bread among the heathen whither I 
Ha fC VC ^ c h u Ug t Cy n bey ^ C / C S r °wn, that their fathers houlb could not 
hold them; thereforethey foall be glad of huskes with hogs, (as that prodieaH 
they foall eat as the heathens, fith they would needs ad as the heathens. They 
thought it was hard with them in their own land, when the floores and the wine-' 
preffe would not feed them,^r/. 2. But now it is farre worfe, when forced by hard 
hunger, they are glad of any meat be it clean or unclean: neither have they anv 
more mind to be fo merry with other nations, as verf. 1. or caufc fo to be /heir ' 
ftomacks craving and themfelves (with D rufus in Tacitus) ready to eat the fluffing* 
of their bed ; or (with the iJeWesin the laft fiege of Jerufilem) not onely o foed , 
upon dogs, rats, cats, &c. but the leather of their fooo^, girdles, targe/ bridles 

& thC " Mnd thCn ' Kdd ' t,gS ° f * 
Verf. 4 They fall not offer wine-ofirings unto the LordJ Non libabnnt mult's 
minus litabunt, they foall not have wherewith to offer facrificc, when they are in 
their hanifoment. Chap j 4. much lefTe to ferve God with cheerfulnefTe, to exhi- 
heart with their wine-offerings, J udg. 9 . ,3. to chcar up themldves 
° y r le ;? ffC ninS Sj Num ' 1 * ’ S' which were fymbols, andfignesof ‘ 
rL * 2 S r/c C r,ft (for Ceremonial Law was their Ciofpel ft was 

Chrtfi m figure) and the deprivation of them threatened the deprivation of gmee 
andglory. Now therefore,fith fuch a fad condition,and fuch fi.iking of fpft^aw' 
ded this people, what reafon had they to rejoyce with joy as others * P 
Neither fall they be pie a fig to him, ] Heb. they fhal not be fweet orminoled • for 
as fweet and fowre maketh the beft fawce, fo the mixture of things of difers qua- 
lities maketh the fwceteft confedions, and moft pleafing to the palat: but fo foall 
! c hc } b / c wine-oflerings to God, if any they foould prefent- but fowre and 
f2i cffe - ** c ! s n °w refolyed to take another courle with them, to glonfie him- 

the firr heir ? a T , v ,andt ? glVeUnt ° thetn anothcr while the cupof S foc wine of 
the ficrceneffeof h,s wrath. Rev. 16. 19. that is, to delight as mufo in theft mife- 
ry, as a matt would do in drinking off a bowle of generous wine. 
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Their facrificcs jbal be unto them as the bread of mourners #;•*. as funeral-feafts 
( whereof read J er. 16. 7,8. Enoch. 24.17. ) made ad levanduin luftum, catert k 
in heavineffe by thofe that were polluted by the dead, and therefore altogether uii- 
fit for facrificc; fith God loveth a cheerful fervice, and will not have any of his 
come off heavily. See Levit. 10.19. Dent. 13.7. and 26.14. Mai, 2. 13. where 
thofe unkind husbands are blamed, for caufing their wives, when they foould have 
been cheerful in Gods fervice, to cover the Lords altar with tears, with weeping 
and with crying out, fo chat he regarded not the offering any more. So Enr, 9, 5. 
that holy man, though till then he fat aftonied at the fins of the people, yet hearofe 
from his heavineffe at the evening facrificc; for he knew, that even forrow for fin 
1 might be a finful lorrow, if unfeafonable and fullen: for it fowres a mans lpirit, ai4 
makes his ferviccs unacceptable to God. 

For their bread , for their foul fb'al not come into the houfe of the LordffTheir breads 
That is, their meat-offering or other facrificcs, (fee Mai. 1. 7. with the note,) for 
their foul, that is, for themfelves (foul is oft put for the whole perfon ) Jbal not 
come, rightly and in due manner unto divine acceptation, into the houfe of the Lord 9 
itfhould not have come into the Temple while it flood, and the Levitical fervice 
was orderly performed; how much leffe foall it be accepted now in a ftrange land, 
being the bread of mourners. Others by the bread for their foules underftand their 
natural and neccfiary luftcnancc. He fpcaks, lay they, of chat meat-offering, Levit. 

2. 5. appointed fora fpiritual ufc, yet called here the bread for their life or liveli 
hood , becaufe God efteemed it no other then common meat. Tarnouins by the houfe 
of the Lord here underftandeth the Church, ssChap.S-t. and 9-S* and 2 Tim. 

2. 20. The door of this houfe, faith he, is Chrift, ]oh. 10.9. the door-keeper the 
holy fpirit, ibid. verf. 3. the foundation and corner-ftone Chrift, Eph. 2. 20. the 
wall is God, Zach. 2. 9. the ftewards the minifters, thofe of the houfooldthe £. c I f r ‘ 4 *T 

„ . „ t.pn,2.i9. 

Saints, &c. 

What Will ye do in the folemn day , &c-~] q. d. How will ye do to laugh and leap 
then, as ye do now ? verf. 1. How will you be able to fupport your felves, to keep 
your hearts from dying within you ? when you call to mind and confider your for¬ 
mer lolemnities andfeltivities, which now ( alas! ) in your captivity you are utterly 
deprived of ? Time was when you went with the multitude to thekpufe of Gpcf, 
with the voyce of joy and praife, with a multitude that kept holy-day, Pfal. 42.4. with 
dancing, eating, drinking and joy, Deut. 16.14,15. J udg, 21. 19.10. But now 
the feene is altered; your finging is turned into figging, your mirth into mourning, 
your joy into heavineffe ; and you muft needs hold your felves fo much the more 
mifcrablc, that you have been happy. The Epicures indeed held that a man might be 
chearful againft the moft exquifite torments. 1. In confideration of his honelly and £ x ' pr&teritc- 
integrity, 2. In confideration of thole pleafures and delights that formerly he had rmvoluptatHtn 
enjoyed • and now cheared up himfelf with the remembrance of. This laft is a very r ™ rd /f ne - 
flight and forry comfort indeed. The former hath much in it; for a good man keeps , 2 ‘ ’dc 
every day, holy day , faid Diogenes : and can be merry without mufick, ■ faith another benefl.4x.22. 
Philofophcr. He hath a merry heart, or good confidence,which is a continualfeafi-, 
and is bound to rejoyce evermore, 1 Thef. 5. 1 6-. and to keep the feaft in all countries, 

1 Cor. 5.8. the Calender of his whole life is crowned with continual feftivals; and 
he is the happieft man, and may be the merriefi: if he but underftand his own happi- 
neffe. But tliijsf aias)was not the cafe of thcfc woful caytives and captives. They had 
finned away all their comforts j and what with the fad remembrance of their for¬ 
mer enjoyments, and with the fenfe of their prefent fervitadc, they had little mind 
to keep holy-day. Hence this paflionate exclamation. What Will ye do, &c f ©od 
had threatned before. Chap. 2. 11. to take away their feaft-dayes, new-moons, fab- 
baths and lolemnities; but they heeded him not, tanquam monftra marina Dei verba ^ 

furda aurc praterierttnt: therefore now God fulfilleth what ballad forethreatned, Lam-a.*. 
and calleth, as in a folemn day, his terrours round about them,what they were wont 
to do in their folemn dayes and feftivals, may be feen, Num. 10; 10. what we dp 
or foould do at leaft, upon our Lords-day-fabbaths, (the delight of every good 
foul) we need not be told. Let us take heed, left by profane violating orcarclcffe 
obferving that holy reft, with all its folemnities, we deprive not our felves (as thefe 
Ifraclites did,) of fuch a precious priviledge: God gave us a good warning, in 
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the firft blow given the German Churches was upon the fabbath-day ■ whkhTc 
there foill fin&ified,thatif it (hould be named according to their deferring of it 
D atmomacus potties quam Dominicus, faith Alfied, it fhould be called not the lords- 
day, but thePriefts-day rather. It is very remarkable, that upon that day was Praoue 
loll, and With it all opportunity of hearing, fmging, publique praying, communica¬ 
ting on that high and honourable day, Efay. 58.13. 

Verf. 8. For lo they are gone, becaufe of deflruftionf] They are gone cither into E- 

for refuge, or into the ftate of the dead, they arc gone out of the world. They 
Jhall perijh by deJh u aiou, fo Tome render it. When God had faid in the former verie 
* vhat y° lll y e they fhould have fain down before him and faid, What milt thou have 
m to d° y Lord? we know not w hat at all to do, but our eyes are toward thee. This 
had been right and thus they might have difarmed Gods indignation: but they had 
other carnal Ihifts, and thought they could tell well enough what to do, and whi¬ 
ther to go : whereupon they were lo fully bent, that the prophet here reports them 
zwdmiy For to,be, an S o„e y and got to Egypt-, as divers of them did doubt- 
lefle during the fiege, and afeet the fack of Samaria, when they were forced to fhife 
for themfelvcs as they could : but did they fo efiepe by imyrity > in Mae anger call 
dcwn.hcpeople oGod, faith David, and it is not more a prayer then a prophelic, 
FfaL 56,7. and this people had the proof of it. ^ * 

Egypt Mil gather them,! cither lor punifhment, or for burial, as Ezeeh. 29. 
fothact W fled but out of the fmoak into the fire ; and in running from 
death they ran to it: as the Hiftorian faith of thofe poor Scots at MufclcborousL 

S downbreathleife an^dead!'' *' VCS> ^ ra ’ nc< ^ themfelvcs in their race,that they fell 

Memphis Jhall bury them ,2 Left they fhould pleafe themfelvcs with vain hopes 
ot return to their countrey, he (hews that thatfhall never be; but they fliall lav 
their bones m a ftrange land. Memphis (anciently called Noph, Jfay. 19.1 g. or (as 
fome will) No Nahum. 3. 8 . at this day Grand Cairef amous for the Pyramides and 
the kingsSepulchres) Memphis , I fay, a principal city of Egypt fliall be a Kibroth- 
hattaavah to V°u, a place of fepulchres; efpccialiy then, when Nebuchadnezzar, 
lentby Go^whogwethhim^^r as his pay for his paines at Tyre) (hall come 

tfJcfwcrVtotSord 1 !“7 dtath “ d “ th ’ a “ d futb * are 

The pleafant places for tEcir /elves, nettles fltall pojfejfe them,! Heb. Jhall po/Telfe 
rhl*Z r "/'"""fi fo , tbatthc «°r their heirs fliall ever repofleffc 

ihetr Jllver, i. e. where they either laid up their filvet 
ifnZbflJ"" 5 r r counl:,n § houfes) or where they laid out their filvcr, either in 
hSfT S r“ d "7, [ "r 6 r rnit " rC ' orclrcin idols and flatues placed thereinto 
nH rh;mr ^t rS ' & r, del,g u;' T , he / C mal bc ru ‘ ne dand over-run with vrrrfc.thoms 
and thiftles^ token ofhornbledefolationjJE/^. 32.13. and 34.13. Note hence that 
as God fpareth a place for a few good men found therein, (a? he would have done 

Sodom, which is now a place of nettles and falfpits, Ztph. 2. 9. ) fo a fruitful land 
thSin h pr / nt0 barrenne< ?> C ° r Mnefie ) for the wickedneffc of them that dwd 
IZh f :°?' 34 ' W i Cnc<re ?adaa that land of define, En.sk, l.nlt. that I- 
denof Eden, Joel. 2. that glorious land, Dan. 11.16. yea, glory of all S 

15 „‘ n °r W W0 £ nlly waftc dcfolaK f° is GncJfonSuf. ft, famous fol 
arts: foarc fome parts of Germany mdfomay England foonbefwith- 
extooT ater mCrCy ° f G r- by 3 miraclc ot whofemercy, and by a prop ofwhofe 
oowarnlir/pj atKnC u 7 ®. bave hitherto fubfifted) I fay, £^/.L,whofe vallics 
u w are like Eden whole hils are as Lebanon whofc fprinos areas Fife ah whole 

Jehovah” ** ^ wh ° fc wallsis th ® °« a ". a ndU^ dcLce1 s thetrd 

Verf 7. The foyesof vifitation are come, J A vifitation that is like to Drove a vec 

ff edir ”"‘ tb « »■ Omilfion and commiffionjiall 
receive a ,ujt recompense of reward from the God of Recompenses (fo he is called Trr. 
5 t- Sd-lwhofe eyes behold, hiseye-lids trie the childrcaof mlnPf'liul the 
former points out his knowledge, the latter his judgement or his critical defcant in 
° UOr lnqulfitlon > thc da f <:s whereof arefet, Stat fua caique dies, and lf- 
rails dayea are come, are come, it is repeated for more afliirance, as Babylon u fallen, 
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is fallen , ccrtb,cito , penitus : and as Ezek.. 7- 5> 6 , 7- the Prophec tells them. The 
end is come , is come, ts come; and fo fome ten or twelve times, that he might beat it 
into them, and awaken them them out of the fnare of the devil. The wickeds hap- 
pinefle will take its end furely and fwiftly: but its hard perfwading them fo,: And 
the Jews, as they were ever noted for obftinate, and overweening, fo to this day 
they are’light, aeriali, and Satanicall, apt to work themfelves into the fools parar 
dife of a lublime dotage. But they (hall know it to be fo as I have faid, by w^«ll 
experience, that Miftreffe of fools. — . 

Jfrael Jhall kvoty it , fc. to his forrow, he (hall pay for his learning, buy his wit, Ocuhs incipit 
, open his eyes ( as the mole doth ) when death is upon him, roar and look upward, 

EJay 8.21. as the hog doth when the knife is at his throat. O Lord ( faith the fame tn * n ’ 
Prophet, Chap. 26. 11.) tohen thy hand is lifted tip ( and thy hand is a mighty band, 
jam. 4/10. it falls heavy) they mill not fee , they wink wilfully, orfeek ftrawes to 
put out their eyes withali, as Bernard hath it: but they MUfe e > will they nill they, 
and be ajhamed of their former ofcitancy , or rather obfiinacy, when that hand of Fejlucamqtu* 
God which was lifted up in threatning, (hall fall down in punching, and the fire of 
thine enemies Jhall devour them : How much more ac chat laft and great vifitation, J 
that terrible day of Retribution, when they (hall anfwer for all, with flames about 
their ears. Tunc fentient magno fuo malo , then (hall they feel to their eternall wo, 
the truth of all the threatnings, which till then they heard, and read, as a man doth 
, an Almanack-prognofticationsof winde or foul-weather, which he thinks may come 
to palTe, and it may be not •. And give nothing fo much credit to them, as the Prior miinjhttdih 
ofS. Bartholomews m London &\6. to an idle and addle-headed Aftrologer, when 1524. 
he went and built him an houfe at Harrow on the hill to fecure himfelf from a fup- 
pofed flood, that that Aftrologer foretold. 

The Vrophet is a fool , &c. ]] <ptwh@-, a naughty man; the Hebrew word here is 
evil, and fignifieth araih and unadvifed fellow, that is headftrong and. headlong: 
fuch were their falfe prophets that promifed peace when warre was at their gates, 
and made all fair weather before them, when the tempeft of Gods wrath was even 
burfting out upon them ; fuch a tempeft as (hould neve? be blown over. Thefe 
(hould now appear to be fools , or rather Impoflours, that had brought the credu¬ 
lous people into a fools paradife. 

the fpiritual man is mad , 3 Heb. the matt of the fpirit, or ventofus, the windy 
man, that uttereth vain and empty conceits, humani cereheili Minervas, the brats of 
his own brain, light, aery Nothings, thedifeafe of this age, full of flaftics and 
figments, idle fpeculations of men of corrupt mindes , and deftitute of the truth. 

Thefe pretend altogether to the fpirit, and would be thought the onely Jpirituail 
men ; as the Swenkfcldians (whom for their ill favour, Luther called Stenck? 
feldlans) who bewitched many with thofe glorious words (which were ever in their 
mouthes ) of Illumination , Revelation, the inward and Jpirituail man, &c. and enti¬ 
tled themfelves, the Conftfours of the glory ofChrifi. So the Enthufiafts and Ana- 
baptifts, what boaft make they of the fpirit: profefiing that they will deliver no¬ 
thing but what they have immediately revealed to them from heaven. Muncer 
(their ringleader ) wrote a bafe book againfi: Luther ( which he dedicateth to king 
jefus ) wherein Lutberumflugellat quod Enthufiafmorum fpiritu eareat & ml nifi 
carnalia fapiat, he falls foul upon Luther ,wanting the fpirit of revelation,and one 
that fevoureth nothing but carnall things? All his followers look upon Luther as Sat i tet * nniL 
mofc peftiferous then the Pope: and for Calvin they, fay, ( and I have heard it ) 239. 

that it had been happy for the Church if he had never been born. It was their pra- 
ftife of old ( as Leo juda obferved in his epiftle before BulUngers book againft the 
Catabaptifls) and is foil, todifeourage and difparage Chrifts faithfull Minifters 
all they can, as carna^and not relifliing the things of the fpirit: the right off-fpring 
they are of thofe ancient Hereticks called Meffalanii (the fame with the. Eu~ 
chites , and Enthufiajls) who in the year of Chrift 371. profefTed to be wholly 
made up of the fpirit: gave themfelves much to fieep: and called their dreams and 
wild phantafies, prophefies and revelations. 

for the multitude of thine iniquity, and the great hatred. 3 Heb. thegraf S atamcal 
hatred, that thou haft born againft God and thy neighbour ,* but efpecially Gods 
faithfull prophets, whom thou heartily hacedft for their plain dealing; as Abab did 

Alicaiah , 





* 3 ° oAn Expofition on Chap.©. 

Mich«,„hb'cmk he never fpake good tolrnn. It is.very probable that m O.~~ 1 
was that difgmfcd Prophet who brought Ahub the fearfuil raeffaoe of difckf 
and death, far drilling P„W ; § for, he which Iww^Scefaft^^ 
deep in dilgrace. Lo this is the worlds wages. Truth breed, hatred. L.t LiHj’ 
as the text hath it, devtlli/b hatred, and this is through the multitude 0 /mens inin 1 
35fc the0Ver , fl0w » f ^rmnes which wretched men Ldfo“ feeX 
th#y cannot but rage againft thofe that declaime againft them, and pTochimheH 
out Tt*S ^, aCC p U r pra ^ ,fes th ;y cannot Hand ftill to have their eyes pick 

their errour that is meet, Rom. 1.27 > what marvel if 1 ot 

fopperies ? It is for the multitude ofmensiniquities.and officially for then nreat ha 

&«SS5S!^oSJ^SSteS^i QSi i*“ 

tStl n^hr auofpeahlhusbafeivof cfetT, fed^btoffeo"/ 

above mentioned, pretend themfefves to be Vtith God, and /wbih. ftSflook P and 

inlollKm ™nd (iiJialy lUlSilfJl'jd r'CL'l.T IZ^r, 6 ™'‘“"T'f 
finnes, fowed pillows under their elbowes dawb ? d S ’ fooEhed ™ en U P^eir 

art to perfwade before they^Meal’s I tf, I r thcir 

infinuate as Zanchj tellifieth oC Llius Sksuu, that T o fi "" d 

he fought to enfnare him, femptr i„, em£m a Jr, c.IWr ^dS's'" 8 - qUeft T 5 ’ 

• int0 him certain dangerous principles of the SamofltexJ », > a ^°*5f n g c ndrop 

Zanch.de trib. thev have learned of that ™ n V **m*tenan herefie. This fle trick 

vant, 1 of <3od! Clt ^‘wI«fe^^^ < i t ^j| : 0 l ^ ) ^J^^^^^^^l'snd'faddlfuulfer- 

the former part to befpokenof the good w«d'-iIT T^ofea^ 1 '^' ( h aki “ 8 
of Ephraim were joyned with mv God anri urii^ii c 1 hole ancient watch-men 
area fnare; &c. and if t^« be aL vet leftl^ L 7 for *T : buE cb <>fe at this day 
to do good, and are become hateful' as Phi ’ ‘ hey have left off 

1 here 
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the c Prophecie of Hqfea. 


There are that interpret thefe two Verfes, not of falfc Prophets, but of the true, 
who were looked upon as fools and mad men, by the mad world; ever befide it felf 
in point of falvation, &c. It is not for nought that Rivet faith, Hi duo verjus Jatis 
fuMt intricati, thefe two verfes are very intricate . And of this eight ver/e Luther 
j a ith, that the brevity thereof hath caufed obfeurity. Drufius alfo faith. Locus 
ifte dtjficilior eft quam vulgus exiftimat j This text is harder* then moft men 
imagine. 

Ver/e 9. They have deeply corrupted themfelves , as in the dajes of Gibeah : ] The 
people are as bad as poflible, (hamelefly, lawleQy wicked : nothing better then 
thofe fonnes of Belial the men oi Gibeah, that were funk to fins bottom *. totally 
transformed into finnes image, extreamly flagitious, fo chataworfe people could J ad *‘ * 9% 
hardly be found upon the face of the earth. As it was given in anfwer to a godly 
man who defired to know of God, why Phocas was fet up for Emperour ? becaufe CrrfrcB * 

1 there could not be a worfe man found, and that the finnes of Chriftians required it* 
j lipftus maketh mention of one Tub ulus ( about Tulliet time ) who was fodefpe- 
rately wicked , nt ejus nomen non homints fed vitij e(fe videretur , that his name 
feemed to be the name not of a man, but of wickedneffe it felf. Lo fuch were thefe LIIjf antif, 
men of Gibeah, Judg. 19. nothing behind Sodomites infinne: as Samaria now Uli,in ‘> 
was nothing behinde them, and is therefore fitly coupled with her fitter Sodom* 

Ezxk,. 16.^6. The reafon of all which is here given, their wicked wauh-men: ac¬ 
cording to that, EJaj 3.12. qui te ducunt , jeducunt. They which lead thee, caufe 
thee to erre: and again, Efaj 9. 16. The leaders of this people caufe them to erre; 
and they that are led of them are deftroyed. It is thought that the Gibeah here 
mentioned, and to which this verfe relateth, was the lame which Jo/b*zt. 17. is 
called Gebab- which was a city given to the Priefts, who being lords and owners of 
the Town, were (probably ) the ting-leaders of the reft in that matchlelTe villany j 
and fo were of the number of thofe worft of finners, who knowing the judgement Rom.1.33/ 
cf God (that t'^tj which commit fuch things are worthy oj death) not onely do the 
jame . but have pleafure in them that do them. 

Now will he remember their iniquities , and vifit their finnes. J Now that they 
had filled up themeafureof their fathers finnes, Matth. 23. 32. nay fought to out- 
finne them, Et pud nit non 1 fie impudentes (as Au/hn faith fomewhere) CJod would 
forbear them no longer. Let this bAoted, by fuch as being told of their vile and 
vicious praftifes, plead that they do but as their forefathers did. Certainly , if the 
times be a* ill as they were heretofore, they are even for that caufe much the worfe; 
and God will the fooner remember and vifit, pay wicked men for the new and the 
old. See chap. 8. 13. 

Verfe 10. J found Ifrael like grapes in the wildcrnejjfe,~\ Where any thing is 
good and fweet, becaufe in a barren and folitary place. Hence they are faid to have 
lucked honey out of the rock. Dent. 32.13. that is, water as fweet as honey, becaufe 
r in fuch neccftity. The Vine and Fig-tree are of fo great account, as that Jotham 
in his parable brings in the trees, offering the foveraigne power to them, fudg. 9. 
lo, 12. To thefe two noble and ufefull trees, and to their moft feafonable and com¬ 
fortable fruit doth the Lord here compare Ifrael: to grapes in thewiUerneffc, 
and to the firft-ripe figs, quadelicatis in (ummo fum pr e cio t which are counted ^-,0 
great dainties. Our Saviour came with great defire to the fig-tree. Matth.it. 19. 
his foul defired the firft ripe fruits : and though they had not been full ripe, he could 
have been glad of them, even of the firfi-fruits of 1 he fig-tree, at her firft. time, as 
it is here, in primordio ejus , of thofe untimely fruits which the fig-tree caftech 
when fhaken of a mighey winde. Rev. 6. 11. By this exprelfion then is fet forth 
Gods dear and free love to Ifrael, when he found him in a defert land, in the waft 
howling wilderneffe: he coropaffed him about, he inftrufted him, he kept him as 
the apple of his eye, Dent. 32. 10. All this and more he did for them, ex m. ro motn 9 
out of pure and unexcited love, according to his own heart, according to the good 
pleafure of his will, he loved them becaufe he loved them, Deut. 7.7,8. and 1 o. 14. 
in the wilderneffe efpecially, where they grieved him fourty years together, and 
tempted him ten times, Num. 14. 22. But God had faid of Jfrael, He ts my fonne 9 
even my firft-born, hxod. 4. 22. and fo, higher then the kings of the earth , Pft »/. 

189.27. He had chofen him for his love, and now loved him for his choice* ] hi 8 



vp, <iAn Expofetion on Chap . 9. 

fonne of his he called out of Egypt, to keep a feaft to the Lord in the wilderneffe 
Exod. 5.1. that is to iervehim, Exod. 4. 23. to ferve him acceptably, Heb. 12.,28! 
to let up his pure worlhip according to his own prelcript in the MountjiLfcW.25.40' 
This was altogether as delightfull to God, as grapes in the wildernefTe are to a wea¬ 
ried parched traveller. And this the rather, becaufe it was the 'kfndncffe of their 
Vnoamofe- youth, tm iove of their efpoujals , which was as the jirft ripe of the figs , in the firft 
puts jmiltu time, at the firft bearing: for the fig-tree bears twice a year : and the Egyptian 
tufrit. fig-tree feven cimes a year, faith Sohnus. Now the firft-ripe-fruits are Ladies-meat 
we lay, or longing-meat. Gods foul doth even long after the firft-ripe-fruits’ 
Mich. 7.1. as we prize even Nettle-buds, when they bud out firft. Jf the Vina 
' do but flourilhj the Pomgranates bud, the tender grapes appear, Cant.6. 11. & y. l2 . 
he will pour his /pint upon the feed. and his blejfmg upon the buds, Efay 44. 3. Hee 
liketh not tho k arbores autumnales, Jude 12. that bud at latter end of harveft: lie 
made choice of the Almond-tree, Jer. 1.11. becaufe it bloffometh firft. So he cal-\ 
led for firft-fruits of the trees, and of the earth, in the fheaf, in the threfhing- 
floor, in the dough, in the loaves: yea for ears of corn dried by the fire, and wheat 
beaten out of the green ears, Lev.z. 14. to fignifie how pleafant unto him is the 
primrofe of our age. 

but they went to Baal-peor , J See Nuns. 2$. 3* with the Note. Heb. they Went in 
to him , which obfeoenum quid & turpe denotat, as Gen. 16. 2. fo Pfal. 106. 28. 
They joy ned themfelves alfo to Baal-peor, and ate the facrifices of the dead, that is, 
facrifices offered to the infernall Gods, or to Pluto the Devil ( whom the Phoenici¬ 
ans called AJoth, or Death ) in the behalf of the dead. 

and feparated themfelves, ] Heb. Nazarited themfelves, ad religiose cdtndtim : 
they became Votaries, to that fhame,~\ i.e. to that fhamefull and abominable I doll, 
Torn**. that blufhfull Priapus, qui referebat viri p'udendi fpeciem : and whofe worlhippers 
are brought in faying, Nos , padore pulfo, ftamus fub love, colcis apertis, &c. 

tout* Atwe rake a dunghill ( as Cyril fpeaks in like cafe ) in difcour- 
fing ot fuch dunghill-deities. Jftdor interpreted Baal-peor, ftmulachrum ignomi- 
ni«, an image of ignominy: and moft fure it is, that idolaters, left off their Idols in 
deepeft dangers, fhall be afhamed of their expectation of help from them, Jer.3. 19. 
and 11.13. 

and their abominations Were according as tljp loved. ] Ot,according as they lifted, 
fo fome interpret it: or, according as they loved the Moabitifh women more or 
lefle, fo they worlhipped tjieir Idols: Solomon did the fame. Or, they became as 
deteftable as their very Idols, which they loved and worfhipped. Or, 1 abominate 
them as much now as ever J loved them before : and how much that was he had 
ihewed in the beginning of the Verfe. Now there is nothing that goeth more to 
Gods heart, then the Ioffe of his love upon an unthankfull people. He had healed 
their back-Hidings in Egypt (where they had worfhipped Jdols,£«,f 4 » 16. Jhee 
had loved them freely, and immenfeiy. Now therefore that they ihould fo flight 
fuch a love, to go after fuch a fbame , and fo to undo themfelves for ever ; this was 
monftrous ingratitude, this was an unfufferable injury. 

Verfe 11. As for Ephraim , their glory fhaU flee away as a bird , ] Heb. Ephraim 
by a Nominative abfolute. Or, O Ephraim , as with a figh, or a fhriek, for grief and 
horrourof their enfuing calamity, exilium, excidium, 0 -exitium. The Lord af- 
flidts not willingly, nor grieves the children of men, Lam. 3. 33. It goesasmuch 
againft the heart with him, as againft the hair with us ; witneffe this patheticall ex- 
preffion. See alfo chap.i 1 . 8 . Their glory , that is, their God, as in thenext verfe. 
Or, their children, as in the next words. They worfhipped Baal-peor for ffuitfbl- 
tiitr.Etift.7, b ut it fhall not do: For either they fhall be punifhed with barrenneffe,orelfe 

with a luttuofta fcccunditas ( as Hierom faith of Lost a, who buried manv children) 
a dolefull fruitfulneffe. 

their glory fhall flee away as a bird, ] Suddenly, fwiftly, irrecoverably, fhall their 
numerous pofterity ( which they looked upon as themfelves multiplied -and eterni¬ 
zed ) be cut off, be fnatcht away by the hand of death : fo that ( Rachel like) 
they fhall rcfiife to be comforted, becaufe her children were not: or as Cratiftcle* 
P ba.hviK in Plutarch, who feeing her dear children flain before her, and her felfreidy to be 

CAm ferved in like fort, uttered onely this word, ft^ub pueri, eft is profeUi l Poor chil¬ 
dren, what's become of you ? Era# 


jHA p.9. 


the Prophecie of Holea. 


From the birth, and from the Womb, and from the conception. J: In all thefe 
ftates fhall the curie follow them clofe: Either they (hall:not: conceive, or die iu 
the womb, or be ftifled in the birth : they fhall all prove Icabods. It is God that, 
gives ftrength to conceive, as he did to Sarah, Hannah, Elizabeth, &c. Ir is he 
that formethus in the womb, and that by the book, Pfal. 139, 15-1:6; andpre- 
ferveth us there. Job 10. 8. when neither we can fhift for our felves, nor our parents 
provide for us. Jt is he that taketh us thence, Pfal. 22.9, io. : as a nurfe or midwife 
doth the new-born babe. It is he that keepeth us in the cradle, and in childhood, 
when wc are fubjeft to a thoufand deaths and dangers: for puerilitas eft peric'ulo- [ 
x mm pcL-.gus : it is a juft wonder that any cliilde attains to maturity. But if wicked 
mens children dofo, asoft they do, ( for they are full of children, and leave the reft 
of their fubftanceto their babes, Pfal. 17.14.) yet it follows, 

Verfe 1 2 , Though they bring up children, yet will J bereave them , ] If his chil¬ 
dren be multiplied, ic is for the fword 5 and his off-fpring fhall not be fatisfied with 
bread, lob zy 14. This was fulfilled in Ahubs feventy fonnes, beheaded together, 

3 King. 10. 6 . in whom he had vainly promifed himfelf the eftablifhmenc'of his 
houfe, which God had threatned to root out: In Jehu and his pofterity after the 
fourth generation: Thofe Romans that went out againft the.enemy at the Porta 
fee It rat a (as it was thereupon called ) and never returned again: and that Eckin* 

R,i/cbachi;/s a German Captain, at the fiegc of Buda, Anno 1541.. whofe fonne a 
valiant young Gentleman, being got out of the army without his fathers know¬ 
ledge, bare himfelf fo gallantly in fight, againft the enemy, in the fight of his father 
and the Army, that he was highly commended of all men, and efpecially of his 
father, that knew him not at all. Yet before he could clear himfelf, hewascompaf- 
fed in by the enemy, and valiantly fighting, flain. Rafchachius exceedingly moved 
with the death of fo brave a man, ignorant how near he touched hiipfelf, turning 
about to the other Captains faid, This worthy Gentleman, whatfoever he be, is 
worthy of eternali commendation, and to be moft honourably buried by the whole 
Army. As the reft of the Captains were with like compaflion approving his fpeecb, 
the dead body of the unfortunate fonne refeued, was prefented to the moft miferable 
father j which caufed all them that were there prefent to'Ihed tears. But fuch a fud- Xurk 
den and inward grief furprized the aged father, and (truck fo tohis heart, that af-. 
ter he had flood a while fpeechieffe, with his eyes fetin his head, heTuddenly fell 
down dead. '■ 


Tea , Wo alfo to them when I depart from them, This is indeed worfe then all the. 
reft .• this is that onely evil fpoken of by Ezekiel : hell it felf is nothing elfe but a 
reparation from Gods prefence, with the ill confequentf thereof: and the tears of 
hell are not fufficicntto bewail the iofld of that beatifical! vifiom How miferable 


was Cain, when caft off by God ? Saul, when - forfaken of him > David, when de-. 
ferted though but for a few moneths? lobiot a few years,faithTeven ?. While 1 
God was gracioufty with him, and profpered him, he was Iobab, (that fame.men-» 
tioned Gen. 36,34, as fome think) but when under fenfe of Godsabfentc, contra-, 
ded into lob. See the like, Gen. 17. 5. Ruth. 1.20. His defertfon was far more 
comfortable then Davids', it was prtbationall. onely, but Davids', penall fop 
chaftifement of fome way of wickedneffe. O lay we hqld- upon Godl ( as the fpo.ufe; 
doth upon her beloved) and cry as the Prophet did. Lord leave us pot, Iffiefeem t x 
to be about, and his back be turned, cry aloud after him, as the blinde man in the JC * 
Go (pel did, till I efts flood : fet tip thynote, a sMicha did after his loft idols, Judgi 
18. 24. Ye have taken aWay my Gods , faith he, and What have lmore ? as’if he 
fliould have faid, 1 efteem all that you have left me as nothing, now that>my gods 
are gone. Jetufalem the joy of the whole earth pleafed not Abfalom, linleffe hee 
might ice Davids face. God was no (boner gone from Miriam,hnt the leprofie ap¬ 
peared in her face. But of this before. . 


Vterfe 13. Ephraim, as I far» Tyrus,is planted in a pleafant place : } And therefore^ 
pleafeth himfelf as not forfaken of God. But He miaybeangly enoughwith thole, 
that yet outwardly profper : As he was with the old World buried in Security: with. 

Sodom, who had fulneffe of bread, and abundance of idlehe(Te.:.j.With .the.land of HenA-l.t 
Shin., r ( where Babel wa^buik, Gen. 11. ) fruitfull beyond credulity, Ins. Herodotus p h n -l.6. 
and Pliny teftifie, with Tyrus a maricirie and magnificent city, planted in 4 ple^nc C ^’ 2 " 

M p'ace. 





place, m the very heart of the Sea ; as Venice is at this day, medid infuperabiEs 
unda, environed with her embracing Neptune, to whom (asthe ceremony of her 
throwing a ring into the Sea implies) (he marrieth her felf with yearly Nuptials 
and hath for her Motto, Nec fluttu, nec fiatu movctnr. Nor windes nor waves can 
ftir her. Of the pomp, pride, and populoufneffe of Tyrus read E*.cch. 26 27 & 
28. chapters. Lo fuch a one was Ephraim, when ripe for ruine, near co~an utter 
downfall. What can be more fair and flourifhing then a corn-field or vineyard 
little afore the harveft, the vintage ? Phyficians lay, that the ntteiW decree of, 
bodily health is next unto fickneffe. Glalfe, or other metals call: into the fire Ihine, 
moft, when ready to melt and run. This was Tyrus ta fe, this was Ephraim's, pl ea - 
fantly planted, but marked out for deftruftion : as a Carpenter cometh to a Wood 
and with his Ax marketh out the faireft trees for felling. Ephraim is the worfe be’ 
caufe he feeth Tyrus yet profper. But God will take that from heathen Tyrus tint 
he will not take from Ephraim : and thefun-ftiine of profperity doth but ripen the 
fins of them both for divine vengeance. 1 

They /ball bring forth children to the murtherers. ] As to Gods executioners: and 
f° (new themfelvesnot parents , but parricides : becaufe they betray their children fas 
Babe! did,by her idolatry,^!. 137.8. and Efay 1 3 .8.)into the hands 01 the enemy. 
Wherein they are more cruell then thatfalfe School-maftcr in Italy ( mentioned by 
Eivy and Florus ) that brought forth his fcholars ( the flower of the Nobility and 
Gentry there ) to Hannibal : who if he had not been more merciful! then other- 
wife, they had all been murthered. But what lhall we fay of l'uch wretched parents 
as bnng forth children to that old man-flayer the devil ? and how lhall Juch undone 
children curfe their careleffe parents in hell, throughout all eternity ? If the Lord 
alfo could fay of thofe poor children that were facrificed to Moloch ( the 
Chaldee paraphrafe underftands this Text of thofe children) Thou hall (lain my 
children, and delivered them, to caufe them to pajfe thorax the fire for them ( namely 
for the images of the forefaid idols) Ez*k.- 16.27. what will he fay, or rather what 
will he not fay, to thofe bloody parents, that carry their children with them to Sa- 
tans flaughcer-houfe ? * 

Verfe 14 Give them O Lord : what wilt thou give ? } Thisqueftion implied* 
abundance of affection in the Prophet, praying for this forlorn people devoted to 
definition. It is the property of gracious fpirits, to be more fenfible of, and more 
deeply affeted with the calamities that are coming upon the wicked, then thofe wic- 
ked ones themfelves are: as Daniel was for Nebuchadnezzar , whofe dream he- had 
interpreted, and as Habak&k. was for the Chaldeans , whole definition hcehad 
fore-prophecied, Hab. 3.16. Hofeah hkewife (out of great commiferation o flipbra- 
midirefiill and dfoadfull condition ) fets himfelf to pray for them 3 though him- 
fdf feems fet at a ftand, and in a manner non-pluft, that he cannot well tellw hat 
a , sk chem * God once made a fair offer to a foul finr.er, even to AL’z that 
fiurdy filgmatick, Efay 7.11. Ask. thee a figne of the Lord 1 hr God: ashic ’cither 
tn the depth, or in the height above. But eslhaz, faid, (chuviilhly enough) /mil 
not ask,neither will / try the Lord, wr. 12. he would none of Gods kindnW which 
yet the Lord there heapeth upon him verfe 14. that where lin abounded, grace oMc 
fuperabound. Had our Prophet had but half fuch an offer, or any lI e leaft L-h 
encouragement, oh bow gladly would he have embraced it, how lu.fi,jv would he 
have catch at it, is thofe Syrians did at Ahabs kind words, j Kin's. 20. ;iut he 
considering. the feverity and certainty of Gods judgments denoitnced againfi them! 
wr/..i2 ^. and being much amazed thereat, fets himfelf to intercede ana make 
requelt rw his deplored countrey men 3 as Samuel did for rejetfed by God, 

iSam. 16 ?; as P*«/ dtd for the obdurate Jews, Rom . 9 3. And hec.rde hefaw 
that he could not obtain of the impartiall Judge of the world, to let go ihch an im- 
' ltC rh t f°£ e aC °i geth f r u "P un, ^ ied , he begs for them, that of two evils they may 
fuffer the leaft.- and rather bring forth no children at all, or children that may die 
as loon as born (this had been throatned verf. 11,12.) then brine forth thi/dre* to 
the murtherer : It being the greateft mifery chat can befall a tender hearted parent, 
to fee his dear children butchered beforehis eyes, as Zedckiab and Maudarss the 
Emperour did : and before them both the king of Edom; who/e deleft fonne ., vmJ,j 
the king of Moab facrificed upon the wall, in hisfathers fight, 2 King. 1.27. Amos 2.1. 

Thus 


i y> 


Chap .9. the ‘Prophetic of Hofea. 

Thus Rabbi Kimchi giveth the fenfe of this text: Give Lord , what thou wilt give ? 
viz,, that they may fuffer in the womb, or at leaft in their Infancy, that which they 
fhould otherwise fuffer by the enemies fword .* Confer, Jer. 20.18. Luk. 23.23. 

Ecclef 4.2. Job, 3. The prophet knew well that God is never fo bitterly bent a- 
gainft a people or perfon, but that fomelhing he will yeeld to faithful and fervent 
prayer, Mar, 24.20. 

Flettitur iratus voce rogante Deus. 

Verf. 15. All their wickednejfe is in GilgalfJ We have had the prophets prayer : 

. Follovvcs now the Lords anfwer in this and the following verfe , where we have the 
former threats repeated, to fhew that God was unchangeably refolded upon their 
ruine; and that firft for their Idolatry,fecondIy, for their other vile pra<ftifcs,thirdly • 
for the apoftafie of their Princes: All this here. Their Idolatry was the worfe, be¬ 
caufe committed at Gilgal, where God had done much for their forefathers: See 
the Note above on Chap. 4.15. The quality of the place addes much to the great- 
neffe of the finne, Efay. 26. In the land of uprightnejfe they will deal unjufi/y , Efay. 

25.10, the faithfull city isbccomcan harlot, Efay. 1.21. Efay.^.y, he looked for 
judgement, but behold a fcab, The devil defireth to fee up himfelf in fuch places, 
as have been formerly eminent for Gods finccre fervice, as Gilgal once was, t Sam. 

10. 8. and j 1.15. for the ark of the covenant was there, which thefe Idolaters bad 
not. So in the holy land, (as they ftill call it ) which is poffefled by Mahomerans,and 
Papifts; So Wittenberg, where Luther firft began to reform, is now deformed by 
divers errours and herefics, as Polanus obferveth. PVilkinfon againft the Familifts re¬ 
ports the like of Colchefier in Efiex. 

For there I hated them,] Angry I was with them before, and grieved for their o- 
ther mifdoings ; but their idolatry hath enraged me with an holy hatred of them, 
and that there, where I fhewed greateft love to their forefathers. God thinks the 
worfe of fuch places wherein Idolaters reft and rooft: like as he thinks the better of 
the towns and houfes, where his faithful fcrvants inhabit, as Efay. 49.1 6. their 
V?a Is are ever before him. 

For tkevtickedneffe of their doings I Veill drive them out/] Revenge arid expulfion 
is the nexteffeftof hatred. There is a great deal of other wicked doings, where 
idolatry (that wickednejfe with a witnefie as it is here ftiled ) is fctUp. Surely of this 
abominable thing we may well fay as Saint James doth ofdifcord ; where envying 
and ft rift is, there is confufion and every evil work.. Jam. 3 .r6. But God will not 
endure fuch doings in his houfe: David would not in his, Pfal. lor . Solomon enter¬ 
tained Jeroboam into his houfe & fervicc,becaufehefaw the young man was meet for 
the work, 1 King . 11.28. but he proved a mifehief to and againft his houfe. Many 
now adayes fcruple not to entertain and harbour fuch as are ferviccable,though other- 
wife their religion be either a popifti puppet and calf worfhip, ora flat irreligious 
Thefe have little of God in them. 

J will drive them out of mine houfe, faith he, I will love them no more,] A fearful 
fentence, like that Jer. 16 . 13, / will fhew them no favour : this was worfe to them, 
then their captivity there threatened. Ephraim had a great deal of outward peace 
and profperity, but love they had none; bccaufe none of thofe. graces that flow 
from c!e< 5 Hon, and accompany falvation* Thefe arc Gods love-tokens, thatallmuft 
court; But oh 1 take heed (faith one) if thou add’ft any more tb thy wickednefles, 
left that this dreadful fentence be pronounced in heaven againft thee, J will love thee 
no more , Heb. I Veill adde no more to love thee. 

All their Princes are reveltersf] Col farehem forerim, an Elegancy paft englifhing. 

The Princes were all rebellious and refraftary, uncounfellable, unperfwadable (is the 
, Seventy render it) like that king o(*Scvtland that would feldom ask counlel* but idyn.HiJl.cf 
never follow any : fo wedded he was to his own will. Elati fuperbid vole bant fit- En & /w.207, 
penores effe verbo, faith Luther upon this text. Jeroboam-likc they Would ft retch out , Kin. 13,4. 
their hand againft a propfcer, that fhould crie againft . their altars, and deal plaibly 
With them, as Hofea here doth: teftifying to their faces that they were all Apo- - ,_. _ 
fates, and made Ifrael fin. Princes fhould be the Lord-keepers .of both tables of the t tmimcujhs~ 
Law; as it was written upon the fWord. of Charles the Great; But when they arc carolut. 

M 7 naughr. 




<tAn Expojition on 


ClJAP.p. 


naught as hcre the peoplTokTafcer them. Prudfi, vitT^fo* TiTZ - ~'J 

VcrJ. 16. Ephnum is /mitten,'] As a tree that harh j *? 9 ^ c J n °} H ra. 

that hath thebark pulled off it, fo that the fop cannot find a dead ! y ^ oun<J > or 

or that is blafted, as the fig-tree in the Golpel was bv ChriffT^ ? thc branc hes: 
fmitten by great hailftoncs, and beaten down to the grounf a , ndasavin e 

Jfrael,[axth another Prophet, as a reed tsfhaken in the Water tdhe'fc?* M f™* 
&c.i King. 14. j 5 . rootand branch in one day. Water >« ad ™ up If rael> 

be moved, P rov. 12T3 / The^oot oT the^Tatter fo f C r °? ° f th ^ ighteous not 
28 , thehoJy feed flail!bethe finance thereof J* Ch «t' * 9 . 

oak, whole fub(lance is in them, ib. The Duke of /’/ > ore f, i te y. l ~ tr f?> an d as an 
great tree with many fpreading bouehes onenfr^mi, • ‘ ^ ave £ or ^ ls enfigne a 
Tin. r»o aVHlfinu,*deficit But i t Tn,n, T be f? C “ C ° ff thfa pofie 

wiiifcW««r, Da„.l,. 12 wife with the ungodly . 
their roots is left in the earth, VeH 1* buttheva? f ° r . nol: C° ""Jthas a ft ump of 
written childitfle,Jer. 22 5 o tbtirrtdd 7 are l Wrmen m the earth, Jet.,/,, 
t l ar m beget no children, which are 7 he f uif of ffeTombn" 

tak, 1.42. ZWjdoem (hallbefall them PM. L. e r-,) SV^T' 28- ”* 18 - 

thee ’out of the'tad ofSvi’ng"^^ th “ ° Ut ° Pthy dwclUn S 

rather; lee the note on verfe 13 S work of generation fo much the 

andfets on the enemy ; itiahethat^ 
Valcte meads- Even the beloved fruit of their ~] u„t, .» - , „ 

'smZ m “' are **» ’‘"certaincomforts : they may mwe'as'^ ^ v “* Chi| dren 
drendjd, whom he called his three ulcers oLattLrs^ three chil- 

taftaOTy«an/Apoflal«7fe7t^lft^’-™d la* G °n-’ l° r thcy are 
clofer,whenothers ftartfrotn him- & to fecure Mr own" d J 2” ftuk to God the 

I Sam.15. was luI |y refolved, and would not alter. The eternitv of*/? 1 **’/ 38 n ldlng chac God 

pent-for he is not a man, that hclhould recent ilirh f rael f ll J 0Cl,e > norre- 
away and it is verv dreadful* ac in4 JJs,. / epc *’ ., J4 »w/to Saul that caft- 
intcrcltin God, to declare againft them • fiththTfocref i? 6 ? *°] have fuch as JlavC 
fear him, Pfal* 25.14. and their f^tence is nor^h^n ^i? 16 ?' 0 ^^ ^hem that 

s&;uni^r cquainuncewith,h -^ ^pri^L m fo“ir»s 

wail sand windows. Death ca P meinto theWorfdbv,he “ b J- wri 'Knupo[iall our 
Hear and your fmleslhal live ; and they that will noth h f ° n“ ft ,fo: for ic 
doomed to deftruftion, a s were AA'"fon„M Til h “ rthe ln(,rl! «»" of life,are 
Hi 16 . A heavy ear is a lingular jadeaainLSfJ'^i Ama3iiah ’ * Cbro. 
a forcrunner of ruine, fer. 6. i o 11 Oorav f^f. ' n 2 ?" unclr ''umciled ear 
to give us an hearing L, (that way to SS'° P °f i hat fil ‘ hy f™«bi ni and 
. i Mm begged, i Kin g \. 9 . S ,h at h^i.u . undcrftan<iin 8 heart, fuch as 
and makethehore big enough, ttfS 5 ^“'d bore our ears, as Pfal. 40,6. 

. for life, hear and give ear, benotproud lifr rb. u u^e’ ,- bnt beerkrn ; liften as 
when God tordlhatjh fpoken it, Jtt. i 3 . , s . 

preachtover the Sermon again to himfelf at hJm'e.V^ftlS' feewordl 

diredions. 


the Trophecte of Hofea. 


dii eftions, as we do with oyl to z fti®: jpynt; rub and chafe them on our hearts by 
deep and frequent meditation and prayer left elfc we hear with thefe in the 

Becaufe they did not hearken unto him, they fiat be wanderers among the nations,] Gcn , 1? 

, Heb. Nodedim : Cains curfe lhall befall them. A fugitive and a vagabond Jhal 1 be 
upon the earth, but could not wander fo wide as. tdmiffe of hell; nor flic lo far as 
from his own evil confciencc. Lo, this is the cafe of thefe wandering Jewes, a dif- 
jefted and defpiled nation exiled out of the world by a common confcnt of all peo¬ 
ple, till.Gpd turn again their captiy icy as theftreanjs in. the fouth } till he gather the 
out-cafts of \fracl. 


CHAP. X. 

Verf. I .T Sracl is an empty vine,] Heb. an emptying vine ; lofing her fruit, andfo 

Jl deceiving the owner* How can 1 frael but be empty of all good, of all * V 
fruits of the fpirit, when he will not hearken unto God , nor dwell under the drop¬ 
pings of a poweiful miniftry ? when he is cajl off by God, who fils his people with Chap.y.i7„ 
the fruits of rightcoufnefle : and is wot a wilderneffe a land of, darkneffe unto them ? 

Jer. 2. 31. when his root is dried up* Chap. 9, mm and all his juyee and ftrength FhiLi.n, 
runs out into leaves, fo that is ( frondofa vitis (|s the vulgarrepders it^) a lcavy vine; 
fuch as arc our profligate proteffotfrs, and carnal gpfpellers, and: fuch as was Saint 
f ]ames his folifdian , that empty fellow, as hecalletb him. Chap. 2. 20. when^ laft- ww. 
ly, the holy Spirit (thofe two golden pipes, Zach. 4. ) empties, not into his candle- 
flick the golden oylcs of all precious graces, as from two bleff^d olive branches ? 

The Vine and the olive (two of the beft fruit-trees) grow beft together, faith Me - 
lanchthon. If Ifraels heart b.e divided from Qod, as verf. 2. and hath not his fruit 
found in him, as Chap. 14. 8. what marvel if he prove (as Nahum, 3. fO.J empty 
and void, and wafte; and though (as verfe 2,) the Lord .turn away the excellency of 
Jacob, as the excellency of Jfrael: for the emptiers have emptied them out? and mar¬ 
ried their vine* branches? . : . 

}Jebearetbfruit to himfelf As he bcareth fruit in and from himfelf (like the ivy > 
which though it ejafp about cfae oak, and fometimes kils it, yet brings forth all its 
berries, by virtue of its own root) fo hebeareth fruit for himfelf, or to himfelf. 

1 Profit, plcafure, and preferment is his Trinity -. and. corrupt./?// is all thefe in unity. 

He fafteth tQ himfelf, as thofe by pocrites,.Z>cA 7* 5 * he prayes, he.ars, confers, gi- 
veth alms, &c. cut of finful felf-Iove. In all that he doth ftbi foli vrlificatur, he 
feeks his own ends onely; as the Eagle, when he flieth higheft, hath his eye on his 
prey. In parabola ovis capras fuas qitarit : ; Iilcc the fifti in the Gofpel, either he is 
dumb, or hath nothing but filver in his mouth, he i? a notorious felf-fecker, he bears 
fruit to himfelf-. he facrificeth to himfelf as Sejanus did. As Prometheus is fabled to 
have ftollen fire from Jupiter ; fo the falfe I fraelite would cozcn God of heaven, if 
he could tell how. i><r*confefled that he ufed prayer onely, as a bridge to bring him 
toheav/en ; and therefore hedefpairedofacceptan.ee, as wpl! he might: for how- 
foould God rclifh fuch forry hedge-fruits ? how (hould he fay of foch clufters of 
Gomorrah , Deftroy it not, for there is a bleffmg in it} The good foul, as (he bears all 
her fruit in Chrift, Jeh. 15, 2. fo flic keeps all her fruit.for him j Cant. 7. 13* a°d ’ ' * 
cries out, Propter te Doming propter te- As a 3 hisfprings are in her ;. fo all fhe his and 
is, is for him; and if foe had more and better, fhc could beteem it him. Hence it is, 

.that when hecomesinto his garden (upon her invitation) <7 dnt. 4.1640 eat his plea? 
fetnt fruits, he gathereth his myrrhe with bis fpite, he eateth his.honey with: his honje- 
comb, as \t were cruft and crumb together. Chap. 5.1. Hc takcsin good par.t the bcti 
ter and worfe-performed fervices; he.paffeth by failings in the manner, where the 
heart is upright, for the main : wicked men prefentalfQfome kind of fruit, (as che ; 
oak bears fome kind of apples and acorns, but they arenot mans meat: fwiae jndeed 
will haunc^fhem up; fo the devil likes well enough of thefe felf-fruits) blit they 
make not to Gods palar. X)elica[a res off Spiritus £>«, our oakeij apples will not 
down with him. Self mm ift be ftrained out, and God /et up,, that ye may be 
called Trees of righleoufftfe, the planting of the Lord, that he alone may be glorified) 

M 3 . 7/4.61.3. 
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Efay 6\. 3. being filled withthe fruits of righteonfnefle, which ar 7h„ 1 
unto the glory and praife of God, Phil. 1 . 11 . OQ,ne,Ie ' wn,dl ***** JelusChrift, 
according to the multitude ofhu fruit, he hath increafed the altars 1 7 uxt/t „L 
tatem , exuberant fimutdchris, faith the Vulgar ele«antlv • but ver fhd/Ze Z 
ginal, where there is a dainty Agmminutn, and a doul 2f2, °7 

ience: the Prophet as he hadkated Ifraelof e^ptine^ and ffcffe tL*' 
doth here of unthankfulneire, inabufing Gods plenty to the oromoV^ri f j ' 
try; as if God had hired them to be wicked. ‘*ee the like hpfnre /. ^ ld °la- 
the Note: and confider how far againft tt inRennitv ol *0^2 V * T 
lead for Cod, when he hath moft from hira: Xnlm own n,," r 7 bcc ' 
turn his back from the Authour of all his good: to doas the rh?"*’ « “ 
theft off the Sun, when fhe is fulleffof his light. M °° n ’ thac £ et[e11 *»-> 

according to the goodnefe of h<> /and, '1 Idolaters defire rn, S.« ...i,- , 

good lands, fruitful! fields: that they mfy kvtft^on dwi Mawme s 
may fo ham,ft, or( as the Hebrew word here isj lomfU their imases as ?//, j J! 
her head with tires and brave dreffes, z Kingi. io ^Their rdfZ’j 
fil'd,y, baft,. af,,r am,he r CJ, or, <hm eLlL.hr ZZiflZ Zt" 

as that 1 ext may be rendred PJal. 16.4. What exceflive ml, ,\l c 
pifts beffow upon their idols orJmages, ( whwhare J 2d L ? perft ' t ’ 0US T 
here ) and efpecially upon the,lady of T1 “ 

cw7nr W ° r f ld '- Andwh y/ h r e >’ f » much defire andendeav^u ftoZovv lZ 
& ( P r ay mg for it, as is to be feen written ori the gates of their Cnllerlop a r 

Plucmv,,,, A»gl,* m , fta,,fia tj thereafon is evident : !t is a nnoJ li? N “'a 
would cafilyyeeld them goodly images, ffately altars &c f„, d d ’ a ? d 
called the Pope, *fe, and his 

ver be drawn dry : he was wont to fay, that he could never wane 
hee could diold a pen in hisfingers, to write to bn? land He rpr* J’u ^^ 25 
yearly, above nine tunneof gold. Now, according to wl^r h d here : he u ncc 
»• expended upon their images. What a lhame ,s it thenfor true XlXniX'Xr' ^ 

. '1 n ° ,P r ®P“ rtl0n between their increafes tor God, and their encreaL frlm / 'T 
. f bat c hofc that are rich in thus world are not rich in rood . k s { r ° m , ^ od: 
by for pious and charitable ufes, according as God hafh blelTed them” 
bur that they fhould be the richer the • as childL rk 7 C ° r - l6 i 2t 

for C Go n r y ““ “* in theV eftatK > thc ldftbI “ d ‘ hfe «nd7pir.tsXt- 
d„jfmJ'ff2"hc2y c 2 6!8 Wf They^profe°ffcd G t? l woTn 0re b thereforeis )“% 

they transferred the honour due to him alone unon H.'Li,7i P i^' e 7 ue < ' l0d ’ and V* 
two, and would needs fmrtwo L«d Knt'7"a ',' J dolS: the y halted between 
“ gods of the Heathen SdSoSn6tt^ f K! d TV* ‘T “ ?«he 
“ and will not part flakes with another • The^oiih| the ' j P od ls a ) ca Ious God, 
vice: for he will he ferved 7«criat‘clSe he^r7 mded "T is not for bisfet- 
be no halving. Good thereforeand worthv ; and tuallj that there 

W to fuch, chapX 7 cleanfe lurhanH!, a J r aCCeptat,0n J IS the counfc " of »' 
ye double-minded, or ye cl m n-hilr2d ^utwithTe^ 1 and .P" r, b e your hearts 
your hearts: and then there will he l7„„o“ h a corru P t '°'>thatcleavethto 
mouthes, and manners: which isabfolutelv neceflarut ln 10nr 

iD l °' y T V ««4atomT„aWe !^^2 Ach “ draw ni § h “ C °* 

theirow^ruth/fndnfine”' A^dltetheyS f^l^° Wn f ° UlS ’ P roc ”' rsof 
da, intel/cRnm] fmart makeV“t)th atth ^^ V bec ?" v, "“ d off as affliOi. , 
are verily guilty, G,n i“7 aiJconfli? ^ C 7 V mtb W't k ’ brethren, We 

the „ext y ve S rfe, y .U ,Z an, ^ ^0^2 ^"*”1? ^ 

ble thing ) and yee Would not hear ? n; A’. X l i ^ 9 d ° noc this aooftlina- 

.. t ,d ^ „ i ma , ,’..;^c*sa, l is:c 


Chap ^io. the ‘Prophetic o/^fiofea. * \\g 

(astheApoftlcsword fignifiech, Heb.+. 13. ) bat ye Would nor then be convinced 
of all, and falling down upon your face worfhip God, hs i Con 14. 24, 25 ? ; Now 
you are found faulty, or guilty, and cry feccavti or now you 'are, tha’t is Shortly 
ye (hall be wafted and declared , as fome render i'c : or »oW [hall they die V fo the 
Vulgar ) (hall they perifh: how lhould they do-other wife whofe heart /that feat Inter ' ]bm ‘ 
of life) is cut in twain, and whom the jealous and )uft God will cut in twain * tear- j> 
ing their fouls from their bodies by death, Satans (laughter-man, and appointing 
them their portion with hypocrites, Matth. 24. 51* • ' v»r f :. ■. r 

He ft?all breaks aoSX'n their altars-. ] He, that is God^ tey God, chap. 9 37 f 0 f 
this Chapter is a continuation of that ( though Gualttr make it the beginning of 
Hofias leventh Sermon) He, that excellent He, that Aph-Hu 2 >K?»g 2 % 4 
’ * ven He * P rovcd b Y five rcafous to be one of Gods Attributes, by Mr . Weemfs in 
liis Expofition of the Moral! Law, P art. 1. pag.161. Vide fis. Others render it 
thus : It Jfjall break, down their altars , Ipfarn cor. It, that is, their Heart, ( which 
indeed <is thc next Antecedent) and happy had it been for them , if their heart 
divided from their wickednefle, had been aftive in breaking down their Altars in 
the Prophet Efafs fence, chap. 27. 9. as a fruit of theiV true repentance: By this 
therefore ? that is, by their afflidion fandified, fhall the imyuity of Jacob.be puhged, 
and this is all the fruit ( and go<?d fruic too) to take may his finer : . When ( ifrt€- 
fiimony of his found repentance, and felf-abhorrency ror forftier idolatry) he makes 
all the fiones of the altar as chalkjlones that are beaten in funder the groves and 
images fball not fiandup. But it appears not any where that Ifrael was fo well-af- 
fected though grievoufly aiflided: that his divided heart prompted him any 
fuch holy pradife. Rather it brought ruine upon him, to the decollingdf his altars 
and fpoyhng of his images ( which he fo doted on, and delighted in ) artdfo might 
well fay to him, as Apollodorw the tyrants heart did, who dreamed one night iftat 
be was flea'd! by,the Scythian?, and boy led in a caldron.: and chat his heart fpake wflu’w*. 
to him out of the kettle ; It is.I that have drawn thee to all this : thou majsfl thank 
me for all. . 

Verfe 3. For no* the) fball fay. We have no kingfr. to do US good : be is no 
u tC f r US n0W? C ” en a clotlts: be Gannoc prated us, or dtlivelr us out of 

the hands of our enemies. If weerieunto him, as (he did. Help O king • he muft • ! 

needs anfwer as there, Jf the Lord do not help tf>ee t Whence I help thee? Vainis.the 2 King. 6. if, 
help of man now that God fets againfl-us. reared him we have not, andnowhelp *7* 

us he will not. Eft ergo interrogate negantinm & defperantium , faith Rivet . This 
is thequefhon, not of penitentiaries (as Lyra thinketh) but of fuch asdefpair, 
and deny that help can be had, either from God, whom they have flighted, or from 
their king, who is over-matched ; as Afa was by the Ethiopians , when he came 
forth againfl them, with an Army of fivehundred thoufand, but was encountred 
, by an Army of a thoufand thousand* the biggefl, I think, that wf read of in the 
book of God, 2 Chron , 14. and was therefore fain to crie. Help us O Lord our God' 9 
Vud rC ^ * n t>0te: ^ ^ not in,our own ftrength, we go agdinft this mul- 

becaufe we feared not the Lord, - } We trembled not at his word, as chap. 9. 3 7. 
and now it hath taken hold of us, Zech. 1.6. See the Note. By our prophanenefTe ’ 

we have enraged God againfl us: by our creature-confidence, wee have made him 
our enemy; and now, all too late, we acknowledge our impiety, we bewail our fol¬ 
ly : for what fliould a king do to us ? what can he do for us ? more then weep over 
us, as Xerxes did over his Army ? cry Alas, Alas , that great city Babylon, &c. as 
thole kings her paramours. Rev. 18- 9,10. wifh they had never raigned as Adrian c .. , 

&c. Once the cry of this people was. Nay, bqt we will have a king, and they had imtHtaffetd. 

him: but no fuch great joy of hjm. After that again, they would Have a king of 
choofmg. Jeroboam I mean; and he proved a fingular mifehief to them, 
as did likewife all his SuccefTours. They doted upon a king, and put their truft in 

1 rinces; but they foon found thjit in th^m there*was no help, Pfal. 146. 3. that, 
theycould^not refeue them out of the punifhing hands of .the king of kings, the 

Verfe 4- They have Jpokenjvords, ] Bubbles of Words, great fuelling words ( as 

2 Pet. 2. 18.) thereby thinking to bear down, and outface the Prophets, and the 
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godly-party. They fpeake violent words, ( as the Chaldee hath it) robuftiou* 
words, as if they would yet carry it (though their king could not help them) by 
confederacies, and covenants, confirmed wi th oathes: holding that rule of the VrL 
fcilianifts for Gofpel ( as they fay.) 

Jura, per jural fecntum prodere noli : 

And that maxime of Machiavel, that Religion it felf (in contra&s and covenants) 
ftiould not be cared for; butonely-the appearance, becaufe the credit is an help, the 
qfe a cumbers but all thefe are but words, faith the Prophet, and thofebut wiud^/ 
they (hall do them no good, becaufe without God. 

£d*dd niftts ? rifus : conamina ? inania, vana : • 

4 Convent Hi ? vent ns : feedera ? verba mera. 

Shearing falfly in making a covenant , ] A foul bufinefle, whether it be under- 
Rood of covenanting with God (whereof before) or with the Affyrian, with 
whom they broke, to ingratiate with So king of Egypt, 2 King. 17. How God 
plagueth perjurers, &c. .cg|enant-breakers, fee Zach. 5. 3. and Mai. 3.'5. with 
the Notes. He will appoinWhc fword to avenge the quarrell of his Covenant, 
26.25. as he did upon ferufalem, not leaving there one ftone upon another ’upoa 
thofe feven golden candlcfticks, long fince broken in pieces for their breach of co¬ 
venant : upon Bokemiak, that feat of the firfl open and authorized Reformation, 
whatever will yet become of England , &c. 

thus judgement (pringeth up as hemlock^ in the furrows of the field. ] Heb. Of 
my Jield , where I have plowed and made long furrowes, fitted for good fed, 
wherein I looked for judgement, but behold opprefiion ; for righteoufnefle, but 
behold a trie,. Efay 5.7. This root of bitternefle, thefe ftalks of hemlock (that 
venemous weed, full of deadly poyfon) is bad any where,, but worft of all, when 
found in Gods field, noted for an habitation of juft ice, and mountain of holinejfe , 
fer. 31-23. Where fhould a man look for juftice, but where holine/Tc is proftf- 
Ltubtt. fed ? fith primo pracepto reliquorum omnium ebfirvantia pracipitur , the feconi s 
Table of the Law is included in the firft: yea the keeping of all the ten is enjoy- 
Vtltjus. ned in the firft commandement ? Of Rome it was anciently faid, that all the neigh¬ 
bouring cities were the better for her example of Angular care to do juftice. Jc 
fhould be fo faid of the city of God > where when judgement is turned into worm¬ 
wood, and the fruit of rigfiteoufnefle into hemlock, as Amos 6. 12. Well it may 
grow till it be ripe in the field, but God will not fuffer it to fhed, to grow again but ■ 
cuts it up by a juft and feafonable vengeance. 

Verfe 5. Tip inhabitants of Samaria /ball fear,^ fc. When God (hallbreak 
the necks of their altars, and fpoil their images, as verfe *. They feared not God, 
by their own confelfion verfe 3. therefore they are full of bafe fears, whereof the 
true fear of God would have freed them, Matth. 10.28. Hee that feareth God 
needeth not fear any other thing, or perfon, P faL 112.7. but can fay with David\ 
Hont. My feet , that is, mine affeftions, /land in an even place, that is, in an equable te- 

nour: Impavidum ferient ruina, J /hall reft in the day of trouble , ■when he cometh 
up againft the people , (faith holy Habakjkjtkj* chap. 3. 16. ) I /ball re joy ce in the 
God of my falvation : when thofe that fear not God (hall be at their wits end: yea 
they fhali be nfad for the fight of their eyes that they (hall fee. Dent. 28. 34. 

. Becaufe of the calves of Reth-aven, ] Calves in the feminine gender, Shee-calves, 
S.M. Blounts by way of contempt and derifion, as Hierom noteth: as E fay 3. 12. Women rule 
cimiStln. 7 er The J ewes at lhis da y look u P on women as a lower creation, and fuU 

Serag.199. ^bem not to enter into the Synagogue. As arnoDg the Turks they never goto > 
Vtrg.jEneid.9 Church, neither is there any reckoning made of their xeligion. The Heathens had 
Horn. II. 8. the like conceits and exprellions: O PhrygU, neque cnim Phryges— h-^viJu vk if 
4 m ‘ AxMoi,e 5 rc. We cannot fpeak over-bafely of idols: the Scriptures called) them, 

excrements. Nothings, &c« Luther wonders that Jeroboam knowing how ill the 
peoplehadfped with their golden.Calf in the wildernefTe, fiiould yet dare to fet up 
t\yo at Dan and Bethel (both here called Bethaven , or ho sifts of iniquity : ) and 4 

man 
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man might as well wonder, that having as great a roirackTwrought before him in" - 

the drying up of his hand, as St. Paul at his converfion, yet was he no whit 
wrought upon. But if God ftrike not the ftroke, if the Spirit fet not in with the 
means, all’s to no purpofe. Who would think that men fiiould ever be fo void of 
reafon, as to truft in chat which cannot fave it felf from the enemies hands ? as 
thefe calves of Bcth-aven , and as the Papifts breaden-god, brought into the field by 
the rebels of North-folk, in King Edward the fixths dayes -. neither was there 
lacking mafies, crofles, banners, candlefticks, with holy-bread, and holy-water 
plenty, to defend them from devils and all ad verfary power: which in the end 
neither could help their friends, nor fave themfelves from the hands of their ene- 
miecs: but eft Toons both the confeerated god, and all the trumpery about him 
was taken in a cart, and there lay all in the duft • Leaving to them a notable leffon of AS - ani 
better experience, faith Mr. Fox, who relateth it. Mm.11 90. 

For the people thereof ] i. e. of the calf, to whom they had dedicated themfelves • 
as the Moabites are called the people of Chemofi.V, Num. 21.2 9. and Turks, Maho¬ 
metans. l'or all people will walk every one in the name of his God; and* we will 
walk in the name of the Lord our God for ever and ever, Mic. 4.5/ 

Do mourn over it J As thofe women wept For Tammuz, Ezech. 8.14. that is 
for Oftris king of Egypt, whofe image they had adored, as thofe Rev. 18. wailed 
ver that old whore, when they faw her a broyling ; as Idolatrous Micah cried after 
his gods, fudg. 18. and as the people of the Eaft-Indies in the file Zeylon, having 
an apes tooth which they had confeerated, gotten from them, mourned, and offered 
an incredible matte of treafure to recover it. Should not men then mourn after the 
fincere fervice of God, and hold it dear to their foules ? 

And the Priefts thereof that rejoy ced in if] Heb. the Chemarimr, or Chimney- 
, chaplaints, that were all black and footy with the fmoak of the facrificcs, and were 
therefore called Chemarim or Camilli, as affefting a black habite fanlhmonU ergo - 
or having black brand-marks upon their bodies, in honour of their Idols, whereof 
thele haply were the Hierophanta, or mafters of the Ceremonies , and made a great 
gain thereofthe ground of their joy: for it is ^ quia ^ gain fo called, 
becaufe id delights the heart. r 0 

For the glory thereof 3 i. e . of the calf, the beauty and bravery of its wbrfhip, all 
is now utterly gone. 

Verf. 6 Ir /ball be alfo carried unto Afjria^ &c. 3 As no fmall part of the fpoyl, 
fhal this Drafter be carried captive:being fo far unable to fave othcrs,thac he cannot 
fave himfelf. 

Tor a prefent to kingjareb/} (See Chap. 3. 13. in ftgnum omnimoda vittorix. 
fo tAdneas, 

Ilium in Italiam port at, vitlofque penates. /Sneid 1 

though in another fenfe ; yet they muft needs be poor defpicable deities, that fall 
into the enemies hands. The Ark indeed fell into the Philiftines hands: but the 
Ark was not Gods, but onely a figne of his prefence, which God fuffered fo to be ta¬ 
ken, for a puniftiment to his people, and for a plague to his enemies, whom he fmote 
in the hinder parts, and feput them to a perpetual reproach , Pfal. 78.66. 

Ephraim/ball receive/bame-j becaufe they hoped and harped upon better things, 
fob. 6. 20. O pray, with David , that our hopes be not difappointed: that they 
make us not aihamed, as Paul fpeaketh ; that they prove not as the fpiders web, 
curioufiy framed but to catch flies onely ; or as the childes hope, who cabcheth at 
theftiadow on the wall which he thinks he holds faft, or at the butterflie, which if 
he catch, he hath no fitch great catch of. 

And Ifrael /ball be a/bamed of his own counfels~j of their impolitick plots and 
P ra ™‘. > in dividing themfelves from Davids houfe, and fetting up unwarranted 
worlnips, calling in forrain helps, &c. Their own counfels have caft them down, 
fob, 18. 7. becaufe they were aftedby falfe principles, and aymed at their own 
corrupt ends. They took counfel, but not of God-, and covered with a covering, hut 
°f bis (pint, that they might adde fin to fin , Efay. 30. 1. They made not the 
Word the manef their counfel, as David did, Pfal. up, 24. neither prayed they 

' as 


iAn Exfofitim on 


Chap. 


hYBS unit 


Antiq. 1. 14 . 
cap. 26. 

De btl. Jui. 


lsb ^’j PJ f/' 73 ' *+; G“ide me Lord with thy counfel, ind fobrinTmetooW^rT 
a word, they perilhed by their owncounfels, Hof. n.fi. whcrebv Thev ff y ’, In 
God, and fo were brought low, by their iniquity, P/*/. IO fi. 43 . and then C" 1 
a/Sawrd .fthar.»» cmfil .they Law themfelves befooled by their carnal rafoltlj 

n^rj ajr which “ d « d is 

^ r 4 : Z^zz: k :t:^i n ?<* 

though gotten into Sanmna, a ftrong city, fo well viftualled and fortified as toVoli 
out a liege of three years continuance, yet Ml t, cm «/ or KUmed dfu} 
4. 7- as the/«»«;.„rfc waters, hUUmmmU , more weik then water 
it anfetli, and whereby it is wherried away, and cannot refill: or as a buhSf 
blown up by every fmail wind, and as eafilv blown out aoain it rZ bubble 
but it dilappeares. Lo fuch are the greateft kings andkifgdoms when GodTjT? 

2=3^: 

fame, as others now do: though for the prefent it be no whir • ° f C ierw, ^ c thcn b J 
-fie, and ftrength to the 

the earth ; the Roman Empire onely excepted. Y P h facc of 

* Of-* r ‘ 
loathes at large to mention it: he even cuts off the head of k, asheTd threaded ' 
to do by the Altars ^. Sofeconiak degenerating, xsConiahkc 

kcdneiftwidfa^urim^fcfwhic^'makw^o^abhoiTepIac^as^H'iwMrfo 131 ^ 

?SSfr"B"r s 
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Tndlb thalUhe Antichriftian rout aifo do one day. Rev. 6.16. They that would 
not vorfhip the Lamb, fhall finde him a Lion: thofe that would not caft away their 
' rran/oreflions but faced the heavens, fhall run into the rocks to hide them; thofe 
that would not afpire to eternity, fhall defpair of mercy ; thofe that would not lift 
uo their eyes to the everlafting mountains, from whence comes help, fhall now in 
' v ; in tire the deaf mountains, with hide us, kelp us. Now what can the mountains 
do more then give an eccho to fuch help us ; for they need help alio: the wrath of 

God is upon the creature, &c. ~ , 

Vtrfe 9 O ]frael tkoU haft firmed from the dayes of Gibeah, J Or, pra diebus 
worfe then in the dayes of Gibeah. What thofe dayes were, fee chap.9.9. and fudg. 

1 o when they were, is not fo certain: but probably, before the time of the judges, 
an d foon after J ofbuahs death; for J ebus, or J erufalem, was not yet taken, judg.19. 
ivich chap 1. and Phineas was yet alive and miniftred before the Lord, chap.20. 28, 
and was one of thofe Elders that out-lived J ofiuab, who had feen all the great works 
of the L ord which he did for Ifrael, J udg. 2. 7. fo that thefe dayes of Gibeah ,were 
v Cr v ancient: and lfraels finne the worfe, becaufe from thofe dayes: and yet more, 
becaufe above, or beyond thofe dayes . God made ufe of your forefathers to pumfh 
chat great fin : and yet you continue to be more vile and vitious then they were, 
that were io punifhed by your forefathers: Neither are ye at all warned by their 
harmes which is a juft both prefage and defert of your downfall. Altering perdttto 
, tua fit eautio. Exemplo ah$rins qui Japit , ille. fapit. ■ ■ . , 

there they flood. 1 Who flood ? either the men of Gibeah flood ftoutly to it: and 
flew in two feverall battles fourty thoufand. Or, there flood the men of Ifrael, and 
their battle did not overtake the children of iniquity : not fo overtake them at firft, 
but that they were twice beaten by them: All which notwithftanding, they flood it 
ou- and prevailed at laft: but fo fhall not you, fith it ts in my defire , and decree, 
ve rfe to to order it otherwife, and utterly to deftroyy.ouat once. Non fur get 


Nahum'i.& 


iT&mipa- . 
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Vcrfc io. It is in my defire that I fhould chaftife them, 3 That is, I am un¬ 
changeably refolved, and fully bent upon’t, to carry them captive and enflave them 
to their enemies: wherein they fhall finde chat they have to do with God, and not 
with man: and that it is I that binde them, though I make ufe of the Adrians to 
that purpofe. Luther renders it, Valde cupid'e eos cafttgflbo, exceeding defiroufly 
will T chaftife them. O the venemous nature of fin, that maketh the rpercifull 
God to defire and to delight in mens miferies : to take comfort in their punifh- 
ments 5. 13,15. to laugh at their deftruftion, Prov. 1. And although he 

bear Ions with mens evil manners , yet he bearech them as a burden, whereof he de- 
firech to be eafed, Efay. 1.24- as a fervitude whereof he defireth to be freed E fay 
43,24. as a pain,not inferiour to that of a travelling woman : and albeit he bite m 
his pains,: as it were, for a time, yet hear him what he faith, E fay 42.14. I have long 
time holdcn my peace, I have been ftill and refrained my felf ; now will I cry like 
a travailing woman: I will deftroy and devour at once* . . 

and the people (hall be gathered againft them, 3 God can bring ill h ls armies at his 
pleafure: for all creatures are at his beckjand check . If he do but look out at the 
windows of heaven, and cry, fVhoisonmy fide l who* all creatures in heaven and 
earth will prefently prtfcnt.their fervice: he never need want a weapon to chaftife chi Pirinel. 
his rebels. If he but ftamp with bis foot ( as that proud Roman faid ) he can have 
men enough. How ready are the fifyrian* here, to be the rod m his hand ? . 

When they (ball bind themfelves in theft two fttrrpwes,~\ *• e. I will bung tlieir 
enemies upon them, and tlicy fliall yoke them like oxen that are yoked to plpw : 
yea they fhall bring them into fuch fervitude, that Ehey fh^U makethem do dou- 
ble work, plow in their two furrows, be :they never fo ':Weary of doing ope- The 
enemies fhall not be moved to pity the poor ifvaelites, : when tired with hard labour • 
but fhall make them plow like beafts, giving them no reft pill they .have even, wearied 

and worn them out. This is his interpretation who.further admonifneth 

us, as oft as we behold, or think upon the yoking of okCrl for the plow, that wee 
likcwife bethink us of the mifcrable condition of fuch poor. Chriftians,as areuaves to 
Turks, and Tartars,and ocher enemies, vthd.bixde thenv.indeedio then typo, furrows. 

Iris' not fo long fince here amongft us, diverfeof Gods dear fervants werednven 


Pilau, in he* 




zvfn Expofition on Chap.iq. 

from Ciceter and other places ( taken by the enemy ) naked and barefoot, (as the 
Egyptians were by the Aflyrians, Efay 20. 4.) thorow thick and thin to Oxford- 
Gaole, &c. where by the cruelty ot their keepers, many of them loft their precious 
lives, to the incredible grief of their dear relations. Neither can I herepafie by 
Tillies cruelty at Magdeburgb in Germany : where after twenty thoufand perfons 
at lcaft put to the fword, and the Town burned down, his fouldiers committed all 
Mr.Clark in manner of ravages, all the countrey over: Ladies, Gentlewomen and others, like 
' oftbe beafts, they yoakedand coupled together, leading them into the woods to ravift 
K.of .wed. then,; and fuchas refilled, they dripped naked, whipt them, cropt their ears, and 
fofent them home again. The Jrifb cruelties unnameable, might here beinftanced. 
O cjfuim durum , O quam triftem ferviunt illi fervitutem ! See Mr. Clarks relation*. 
The words may be read. They frail binde them together. 

Verfe II. And Ephraim is an heifer that is taught ,] fc. With the Ox-goad, 
Afahnad which hath its name from teachings Judg. 3.31. becaufe therewith Oxen are taught 
to plow, faith R. David. Ephraim was a bullock unaccuftomed to the yoak, fer. 
31.18. but God brought her to it and taught her, though at firfta backlliding 
heifer, chap. 4. 16. ( fee the the Note there ) taught her, as Gedeon caught the men 
of S uccoth, wuh briers and thorns of the wilderneffe, fo that they paid dear for their 
learning, fudg. 8. 16. But Ephraim , though taught it, loveth not plowing work, 
becaufe hard and hungry. She loveth rachcr to tread out the corn ,^j where (he may 
dance and frisk in the loft liraw without either yoak or muzzle!"! Deut. 25. 4. As 
we threfii, fo it was their manner to tread out their hard corn with the feet of beafts, 
or by them to draw Wains over it, and fo get it out of the husk. Now this was 
fair and free work, and Ephraim delighted in it; the rather, becaufe (he might feed 
all the while at pleafure: whereas thofe heifers that plowed, wrought hard all day, 
and in all weathers, without any refreihment. It is an ill figne, when men muft pick 
and choofe their work: this they will do for God, but not that. A difpenfatory 
confcience-is a naughty confcience ; neither doth he Gods will but his own, that doth 
no more, or no other, then himfelf will* Such holy-day-fervants, fuch retainers 
God careth not for. Every one can fwitn in a warm Bath ; and every bird will fing 
in a fummers day. Judas will bear the crofle, fo he may bear the bag. Andrholi 
carnall Capernaites follow Chrift, whiles he feeds them: as children will fay their 
prayers, fo they may have their breakfaft. But Abraham will forfake all to follow 
God, though he knew not whither: yea though God feemed to gocrofle-wayes; 
as when he promifed him a land flowing wich milk and honey, and yet asfoon as 
he came there, he found famine, Gen. 12. r, 10. So when he promifed him feed as. 
the ftars, yet kept him without child for twenty years after; and after that kee 
muft kill him too, Gen . 22. So lob will truft in a killing God : lonab calls upon binr 
out of the deep: David keeps his flatutes, when God had ill fome degree forfaken 
him, Pjal. 119.8. and behaved himfelf rifely in a perfetl Way , though God was not 
yet come unto him, Pfal. 101.2. This is the triall of a Chriftian, .to do difficult 
dunes upon little or no ineouragement; to wreftleas Jacob did, in the night, and 
alone, and when God was leaving him,and upon one leg,&c. This is work-man-like. 
1 he ftaff-rings were to continue upon the Ark : the Kohatkites fhoulders felt where- 
/m, a !? re \ an< ^ lon S helped them to carry it. But when they once fell to carting it 
1 enro, 15.20 for their own eafe, as the Philiftines had done, 1 Sam. 6. ) God made a difinajl 
breach upon them, 2 Sam. 6. and David was very fenfible of it, when he came up" 
the fecond time to fetch the Ark, i.Chron. 15.12,13. 

but Ipajfed over upon her fair nec^ God will make her both bear and draw j 
though fhe were grown delicate and tender, with long profperity , her good, and 
fair, and fat neck, not galled, or brawned with the yoak, which now fhe mad'? 
dainty of; yet He would bring her to it: though he were by her untraftablenens 
forced tofic upon her neck, ana make her more towardiy to the yoak,as the manner 
of plowmen was in that cafe. 

I Will make Ephraim to ride , J Or, as the Vulgar hath it, I will ride him and rule 
him,. though he kick and lay about him never fo much : though he champ upon tin? 
bridle, and (lamp with his feet,&c. He mafter him, and make him more ferviceabfe, 
or at leaft,leffe infolent. See this fulfilled, Jer. 3 r. 18,19. where Ephraim is'brought 
fn feeing his need of mercy in the fenfe of mifery. 

Judah 
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ludah flail plow, and Jacob Jball break his clods. 3 Judah doth the WOrft of the 
work and fuffers more hardfhip in the wayesof my worfhip, and is held underby 
Ifraef, as appeareth in the fecond book of Kings , chap. 1 c. 1 6. &c. Jacob, that is, 
the ten Tribes, did onely break the clods, or harrow, which is the lighter work; 
and (hould therefore have been done with more delight. But they love to take their 
eafe, and onely follow after their pleafure, and profit: and though taught to plow , 
yet like it not, becaufe laborious: no though they have Judah for an example of 

Verfe 12. SoWe to your Jelves in rightecufxeffc., reap in mercy : ] Righteoufnefle 
is a fure feed, a precious grain, which thofe that fowe ( and every action of our ' 
life is a fowing) (hall doubtlefle come again with rejoyring, and bring cheir (heaves 
with them, Pfal. 126* 6. Onely they muft not look to fowe and reap all in one day; » 
as one faith of the Hyperborean people far North, that they fowe (hortly after the 
Sun-rifing with them, and reap before the Sun-fct: that is, becaufe the whole hajf 
year is one continuall day with them. The Church is Gods husbandry , 1 Cor. 3. 9. Hereibscb.df 
the feed is the Word of God , Luke 8.11. Minifters are Gods husband-men,harveft- reTHil * 
men, Matth, 9. 37, 38. the plough, Luke 9. 6i. plough-ftaff, Luke 13.8. axe. 

Mat. 3. 10. are the Lawes threatnings: the fruit-caujfing rain, are the promifesof 

the Gofpel, Efay 5 5.1 o, 11. faith that works by love, are the fruits: the laft day, 

the harveft, Mat. 13.39, 40,41. Then, at utmoft, thofe that/owe bountifully -WbMofat- 

( or, in bleffings, as the Greek hath it) (hall reap bountifully, 2 Cor . 9. 6. He that 

foweth feemeth to caft away his feed : but if he fowe in lacts irriguis, ( as Ecclef ! 

11. i.Eaxk.* 34-2&-) upon fat and fertile places, he knowes he (hall receive his 
own, with ufury. In forae parts of Egypt, where the river Nil us overApweth,., 
they do but throw in their feed, and they have.four rich harvefts ip fefle then four/ g,ff m simtt 
moneths. Oh fowe bountifully the feeds of piety and charity into Gods blefTed bo- voyag. 77. 
fome: and then be fure to reap plentiful mercy, in thy greareft ncceffity: reap ip 
the month of mercy ( as the Originall Here hath it) that is, according to the mea- 
fure of divine mercy (fee Levit.z 7.16. Exod. 16. 16.) proportionably to the 
infiniteneffe of Gods mercy. Now the Scripture hath three notable word? to cx- 
prefle thefulrieflfe of Gods mercy in Chrift, to thofe that, force in righteoufnefle, 

JEphef 2. 7. the abundant riches of his grace, that axe caft in over and above , Rom. 

5. 20. The grace of God hath been more then exceeding : there's a fecond 

1 Tim. 1. 14. The grace of God was exceeding abundant. It had a pleonafmt before: 

yea, but here's, a fuperpleonafme • here’s good mcafure, prefled down, ftujken to-. Luk. $.3*. 

gecher and running over (hall God give into mens bofomes: Like as when a poor 

man asked Mr. Fox for an alms, he ( finding him religious) gave him his horfe .* Or 

as Alexander gave one (that craved fome fmall courtefieof him) a whole ritie. 

, And when the poor man faid, It was too much for him to receive: .yea, but nqt fq.r Kon q**ro 
me to give, faid he. So God giveth liberally and like himfejf,. Jam. 1. 5. He doth V«d ** aedpt- 
not fhift off His fuiters, as once a great Prince did a bold begging Pbilofopher. He Te 
asked a groat of him, and the king told him, it \y^ st0 ^ tJc for a king to give. He 
requefted the king then to.give him a talent:, the king replied. It was too much for /.a.c.i 6 
a begger to crave. Certain it is, that God in his fpirituall ble/fings and mercies to * 0o.*i\ikSv 
us. is wont to regard not fo much what is fit for his to ask or exped, a? what ftaq- # wvt. 
4 ech with his goodneffe,. and greatneffe to beftow. If Ifrael had a hundred-fold m , ^ <e ’ 
increafe of his feed, thofe that force to themfelves in righceoufncflc, by doing and Gcn.2tf.12. 
fuffering Gods will (hall have much moreEven an hundred-fold here, and etemall 
it, e hereafter, Matth. 19. 29. fo great a gain is godlineffe; fo fure a grain i$ righte- 
dufneffe : who would not then turn fpirituall feedg-raan ? 

break up your fallow ground , ] fc. .of your hearts, that ye fowe not among the 
thornet , fee. 4.3* The breaking up of finfull hearts, is a Angular meanes to pre- 
1 vervf the breaking down of a finfull nation, HeqCe .the Prpphct.though almoft out pf 
hope of any good to be done, upon his defperate countreymen, refolves .tp cry one 
more exhortation to them: and as in the morning he had foWed his feed, fo in the Ecclef. n.tf. 
evening he witb-holdetb not bit hand ,: for who can tell whether it may npt profger ? .. 
and whether in the midft of threats, they might not fuffer a word, of exhortation, jkb.ij,**. 
and whether ip might not leave fome.imptejlipn, being: delivered )n few .words ? 

SoWe (therefore faith he ) to yo/tr [elves in rigktcoufhcffe, <pc. but _firft breakup 

N your 
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jour fallow ground, J Innovate vobis novale. Repent, and berenued in the fpirjt 
of your mindes; in fpiric and fpeech, in mindes and manner*, in conftitution and 
convention, in the purpofe of your hearts, and pradife of your lives. Old china 
, are pafl, let ail things become new: turn up the turf, Rock up, and Rub up the roots 

and weeds ; get into ChriR, and become a new creature. Till this be done men 
are in an undone condition, though they fhould fpend their whole time in gathering 
up pearls and jewels. 5 

for it is time to feek^ the Lord , ] High time, fith your fouls lie upon it. Plowmen 
' we know are careful! to take their time: fo are all others, wife enough in their rent, 
ration. The wayfaring-man travelled while it is light. The Seaftring-man takes 
his opportunity of winde and tide. The Smith fmites whiles the iron is hot. The 
Lawyer takes his terme-time to entertaine Clients, difpatch fuits. The men of J(fa. 
ehmr were in great account with David, becaufe they had undemanding of the 
times, to kpoW what Ifrael ought to do ? i Chron. 12.3 a. fo are they with God that 
regard and ufc the feafons of grace ; that feek. the Lord while he may be found , and 
call upon him While he is near : that put in the plough, fet upon the pradife of repec 
? tance, after a ftiowre, when the heart is beft affeded • after God by his Word and 
Spirit hath taught (fo fomerender the Text) or rained righteoufnejfe upon them 
Ram comes from heaven: fo doth every good and perfed giving. Rainpourcs 
down plentifully* Pfal. 68. 9. thou didfi fend a plentiful! rain on thine inheritance - 
fo do the foowres of righteoufnefle on good hearts. Not a drop of rain falls in 
vain, or in a wrong place, but by a divine decree, fob 28. 26. fo here. Seek it in 
time, and we fliall not failof it. Onely we muRnot fet God a time when to come 
but wait upon him, who waitetb to be gracious. Elijah fent feven times ere the 
rain came. Seek till Gqd comes: Limit not the holy One of Ifrael. As he feldom 
comes at our time, fo he never failes in his own. Hold out therefore faith and pati¬ 
ence : for behold he comech on the clouds, on the wings of the winde, and hisre- 
ward is with him. To him that fowetk righteoufnejfe, fhall be a lure reward. 
Vrov. 11. *8. ■ 

Verfcii. 7 e have plowed wicl^dneffe, ] The former exhortation was even fpik 
4ipon them t for they went on to plot and plough wickednefle: they had their necks 
in the devils yoak, and promoted his kingdom with Tides and fooulders: they let 
out the flrength of their fpirits for the furtherance of fin, and were at no fmaU pains 
to go to hell, as being the devils hinds and horfes to draw his plough Vrov 21 4. 

“ I have fan , faith Elipb**., th'j that plow Mfa), ,„j fi* 
wtckednejfe , reap the fame, Te have reaped iniquity, faith our Prophet that it 
dignum faBu premium, the reward of your wickednefTe. And her iniqlin is (2 
pofedto mercy in the former verfe, nwickednejfe alfoisto righteoufnejfe: or 
kednejfe may be taken for their Apoflacy, Idolatry, and creature-confidence - and 
iniquity for thereRof their enormities, proceeding from thofe former : for theft 
wicked ones are never out of adion. Arant, ferunt , occant, fcelera , they plow 
fowe and harrow mifchK-. fo that would they but take the like pains for heaven 
that they do for hell, they could not (lightly ) miffe of it. 

Te have eaten the fruit of lies J That is, ye have been cozened, by your falfe 
Prophets, and State-politicians; whofe fetch it is co formalize and enervate the 
power of truth, till at length they have left you an heartlefie and faplefTe religion. 
Ye have fed hungerly upon the murthering morfelsof fin; and that's the reafoo 
that there is fo much ill blood amongRyou. Your bread is chat panis mendacij So- 
W fpeaks of Prw.zo. 17. Mof grit and grkvell, made up with faw-duft ( as 
? ey £ rV ,f d cll ^?«yrs) and mixed with lime, as the treacherous Greeks dealt by 
the WeRern ChriRians, marching towards the Holy-land 

btca.fithe*didfitraftin,hy w.j-,] In thy Calf-worihip. w-ay « oft put for«- 
l.gion: and every aftion mendo, is a fep either co heaven or to hell : he that 
walketh uprightly, walked, fafely. Thefe Idolaters were very confident of their 
way : fo are our Papifts, and other heretikes; asD avid Gtvr,,, that peftilent U- 
bertine, was fully perfwaded, that the whole world would lubmit to him. And 
Camp,an, Ccfar, and other zealous Papifts tell us to our heads, that our religion is 
errour, our felves heretikes, our end deftruftion: that one heaven cannot hold us 
hereafee, one Church now. See. Thus the way of a fai t, right in bit o»n far. 

but 
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but hce that hearkenctb to counfeil (as no confident fool will ) is Wife, P rov. 

12. 15. 

and in the multitude of their mighty men. J This made them ready to boaR, as 
that young king of Hungary did, that though the skie fhould'fall down upon them, sjgifmmd. 

, yet they were men enow, and Rrong enough, with their pikes to bear it up- Tbefe Tht^ hlfi. 
Ephraimites liked their way of falle worfoip the better, becaufe backc by a Rrong 
Army. That way the mighty men go, that fliall be troden: this is a fecret byaffe, 
a Rrong poyfe upon the fpirits of mofl men, Rev. 13. when power and authority 
was put into AncichriRs hands, the whole world wondered after him. Butcurfed T er , ’ 
be that man, that maketh fiejh his arm , &c. I wiH not truft in my bowe, my fword J * . 7? 
fliall not fave me, faith David. There is no king faved by the multitude of anhofi : 
a mighty man is not delivered by much flrength■ Pfal. 33.16. See Vftl. 146. 3,4,5. 

Verfe 14. Therefore fhall a tumult drtfe among the people, ( frc.J Even among 
thofe mighty men , wherein ye trufted, (hall there be fedidous tumults, that fliall 
foon bring all into a miferable confufion. IntcRine commotions may undo a people; 
as a man may die of an inward bleeding. 

Ac veluti in magno populocum ftpe coorta ejf Virg.AE.ntii, 

Stditio , fevitque animis ignobile vulgus, &c. lib. 1. 

• When the multitude is in a rage, they ace like to a tiled houfe that is on fire ( faith 
One) there’s no coming near the houfe, the tiles do'fo flie about- your face : foit 
is in tumults, there’s no coming neer tq talk to them, fo convince thembut they 
are ready to fl ie prefently upon you. In Kets fedition, Dr.’ P arker in his Sermon be¬ 
fore the Rebels neer Norwich, touched them for their mifiiving fonear, that they 
went near to touch him for bis life. The rude rage of the rebels \fras fuch,' that fome 
being difabled almoR to hold up their weapons, would ftrivc what they could C6 
Rrike their enemies: others being thruR thorow the body with a fpear, would run 
themfelves further, to reach thofe that wounded them deadly. Yea boyes were ob- 
ferved to be fo defperately refolved, as to pull arrows out of their own flefh, and de- Life of King 
liv£r them to be foot again by the archers on their fide. There afe none fo info- Edward the 
lent and cruell as the vileftof the people, when they are got together in a head. 

What havock made thefeditious in Jerufalem a little before the laft deftruftion Of y n r thHh ... 
it f the Guelfs and Gibe/lines in Italy ? Wat Tjler &nd his complices here? That Rebell, \ ^ . 
field up by the many-headed multitude, dared to fay, that all the Lawes of England /. 6 . cap. it? 
ihould come out of his mouth. The Hebrew word’hBre ufed fignifieth an inunda- 734i . 
tion, or multitude of waters, which over-run their banks with violence and roaring. ... 

The people are a moR dangerous and heady water, when once: it is out: it is liktf a 
fweeping rain which lcaveth no food, Prov. 28.3'. The Septuagint render it, De- 
fruition. Sal. farchi faith, it fignifieth the voice ef thofe that Cry, Fugue, Fugite, 

Away* Away, the enemy is at hand, &c. 'Soifie fay,- to the fame purpofe, that it 
tigm eth clamorem mcticuloforum, the crying of thofe fhat are fear’d ? as when there Fhg, Ain: 
is Luclu, ubique pavor , Gr plurima morti imago. See Am. 2. 2. Zeph.j. 1 5,&C. 

and all thy fortrejfes fhall be fpoyled .,[]: Yea though tfiey be munition* of rocks. 

Thy tdtriblenefTe hath deceived thee, and the pride oF thine heart, G thou that 
dwelleR in the clefts'of the roick, that holdeR the h'eightof the hiU: though thou 
IhouldeR make thy neR as high as the Eagle, I will bring thee down from thence, 
faith the Lord, fer. 49.16. And again, all thy Rrong-holds fhall be like fig-trees, 
with the firfi ripe figs: if they be foake^they fhall even fall into the mouth of the 
eater, who (hall devour them at a bit, Ndh. 3. 12. ' ■ • ■ . , . . 

as Shalmdnfpoyled Betharbel ]] Skalman fignifieth peaceable | ( faith an Interpre¬ 
ter ) a man of a calme fpiritt .but he anfwered not his name : for he exercifed grea- 
6cR cruelty. There is riot a more tronblefome fea, then that which is called Mare 
j pacific urn. There is oft Aliud in Titulb, aliud in Vyxidc. Abfdlom fignifieth the 
Fathers peace i but lie proved othetwife then was hoped,' 

Fall it kr auguriofpes bona /ape fuo. 

But this Salman is by the befl Interpreters thought to b« Salmanaftr king ofAJfy* 
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ri& in this Prophets time. Salman is vox trtweata, a name cut off to the halves: 
a’thing very ordinary in all the learned languages, as were eafieto inftance. See 
EJay 1 5. 2* Bamoth for Bamotb-Baal, fofh. 19. 35. Cbamatblor Chamdt/j-Dor. 
Vide Lipf.tp, He f tod puts "Bj* for Bei*&i, Ennius hath Fabric for Fabric ins. This Salmanafar 
19M.1.' ' ( or as Luther will have it, fome other great ivarriour called Salman, notclfcwhcrc 

mentioned in Scripture, but not unknown to the ten tribes) did cruell execution it 
feems, upon Betharbefa city beyond Jordan, 1 Alaccub. 9.2. like as Tamerlan (lQ r 
aterrour to the Greek Empire, much whereof he afterwards fubdued ) did at Seb*~ 
Turk bift. ft iu ’ wIiere Iie made a mercilefle daughter of all fexes and fixes; whereby he held 

/0/.21 it * the whole Eaft in fuch awe, as that he was commonly called, The wrath of God, and , 

Tcrrour of the world. There arc chat think this Arbel to be the fame with that ArbeU 
where Alexander defeated Darius, and won the Pet fan Monarchy. They make it a 
city or countrcy of Affyria, beneatli Arpad, and hinted at by Kabfakth, 2 King. 
See 2 King 18 • 3 4-. Where are the gods of Hamath, and Arp ad ? fc. Salmanafar hath utterly de- 

1 5 . 29 . & 16. ftroyed them* Arbel is by fome interpreted, city of Bel, where Belas or Baal was 
34.Se 19-13. worfiiipped. By others, Bcth-arbel is interpreted, Thehoufcof the in faring <rod 
the god of politic, orfubtilty : Jt feemeth to them, that the people of this place had 
a god that they thought would enfnare and enfnarle ail their enemies: but it proved 
much otherwife. 

For,the mother was dafbed in pieces upon her children Daflicd againft the ground 
( ^9 r ^ ie word fignifieth) againft the walls, or pavement. £eeGV n.3 2.11. Pfal. 137.9. 
iJktpiZtr. Efay 13 • 1 6.-.-Such is the favage cruelty of warre, when God lets it out. Such was 

X*pt. the barbarous’dealing of the French ijn the Pari fan Maffacrc, fuch the Sicilian 

VefperSj and, : a,t: Alert ndoll ■ where the paps of many women were cut off, which 
Motu gave fuck to ,tfie/r children - which losing for fuck at their mothers breftsbein® 

1 " dead before, died alfo for hunger. Was not this to kill the mother With the children? 

which God fprbade by a fymt>oll.of taking the dam with the young, Dent. 22.6. and 
again of killing, the ewe and the lamb both in one day, Lev.22.2H. The Spaniards 
murdered fifty ,/pillions of Indians in 42. years, as Acofta the jefuite ceftifieth. 
Arfcnoe was killed upon h?r children by her bloody brother Ptolemce king of Egypt! 
And another of that name killed thirty thoufandjewes, and compelUthe livin« 
to feed upon the flelh of the dead. When the Switzers vanquifhed the Tbericcnfet 
Languet. in battle, they banqueted in the place where they won the viftoryufing the dead 

Chronl bodies of their Adverfaries inftead pf ftools and tables. . The light of fuch like cru¬ 

elties, common in warre,, might well make Zuinglius fay, when lie had bpeq abroad 
Melcb.Ad.m with the Army, that he had found more wickedncfle, and bad counfcls an$ courfesi 
ut. 3& ‘ therein, tlien ever he had known before, either by experience, or out off-hoiks-. This 

palTage in Gods book(and the like, chap.13.16. their infants fall be dafbe^'pieces 
and their wom^rWith child fall be ript up) he could nocbe.ignoranc ojF^Tbe Prp- 
phet refers his’ headers to a fad example of frefli-bleeding^ueky, vyel^k^wn to 
them : that they might relent, tepent,and prevent the like., tpifery upon Jji^nfelve?; 
This is the ufe w* fhould all put fuch examplcs.to, Luke ,13.2, 3,3. 6^-7.^ 28., 

1 Cor. 10.6,7,8,11. , , . . s . ... . ‘ 

■- h'erfe 15. So fhall Bethel.do unto you,)^. e. the idolatry .tiiatyou l\a\e eommir- 
tedat Bethel, -by a Synechdof ke : of the plapy, this ftajl ,un4o r y<jiu. Or fa fall he dk 
W°you,0 inhabitants of Bethel. Bethel faa\\\>e wade a Bcfafai.T^y chat take not.' 
example by others,fhall be-made; an example to others* Lege hijlpiiam,ncfufs hijlori 
Becauje of.) our, great wickednefi :: ) Heb, the Wickedncfie pf. your .Wickedncfie, tlit 
iniquity of yourfin, the foolifhnefle of your madneffe, Ecclcf. 7. 25. : your idolatry, 
efpecially, that wickedneffewith a witnefle-;Let us(by G.pds example ) learn to lay* 
load upon our fins, and not to extenuate, but to aggravate them againft our felves.. 

: y f a morning fall the.king qf J(radbe Warly cut off. ) This. w;as mWed-^Hofia^ 
the laft king of Ifrael, 2 King*. 17. cutoff itiyt morning, chat is, in a moment .as foarc* 
or a bubble upon the waters. The morning-light lafteth .not long, but fhinetli on 10 
the per fed day. Or, m a mornings when iojuie hope appear, ;<mdlome comfort is ex-, 
peered, as Pjal. 30.6. it is but a lightning afore death. 

Accidit. in ptmZlo, quod non fprratur in anxe. 
Contrarily, the Saints at evening-time have light, Ztch, 14. 7. v e e the Note 
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CHAP. XI. 


Yerfe t. \ \ 7 hlen Ifrael wm a childe , then I loved him , ) Or Becaifie Ifrael was 
\ V a childe, I loved him. Young things are lovely ; young.children 
efpecially, for their innoccncj , and ignefcency. Some fence it thus, Ifrael was a child, 
and had nothing of worth, or lovely in him ; yet I loved him freely, Dcut. 7. 7. 

Hof. 10. 9. called him out of Egypt , out of the iron furnace, led him thorowthef- 
• deep, asanhorfein the wilderneffe, Efay 63. 13. pofTeffed him of th.e promifed 
land! Out of which though! fhall fhortly caft him for his ingratitudes: yet there 
is hope of his reftauracion, by the Mefiiah my Sonne, whom when I. have called 
out of Egypt , he fliall gather together again thedifperfed of Jfraej, and bring life 
and immortality to light by the Gofpel. I he foundation of which reftauration, he 
here maketh to be his own free-grace. He hath ho/pen his fervant ( or his childe ) 

Ifrael, in remembrance of his mercy, God fo loved the world, that he gave his onely Luke 1.53. 
begotten Son, &c. Job. 3.16. Here then beginneth our Prophets firft Evangelicall 
fermon, as 7 amovius obferveth : who alfo readech the Text thus : Albeit Ifrael was 
a childe, fuch a forlorn out-caft childe, as is deferibed, Ez.cl^. 16. and 23. Yet 1 lo¬ 
ved him , and adopted him for my fonne : not for any defeU on my part, ( for I had 
an onely begotten Son, in whom I am well pleafed :) or, for any defert on his parr, 
for 1 found him in his blood , in bit blood , in his blood , when I caft my skirt.of love Ezek.i6 .6, 
over him, and laid unto him, Live. Yea and for his falvations fake, I have called r , 
that is, l have decreed to call out of Egypt ( whither he fled from Herod, and 
where he abode two or three years at leaf!:) my childe Jefus, whofe office it is to 
fa vc his people from their fennes. And although I might juftly have deprived them E piphan. 
of fuch a saviour forever, becaule when he came to his own, his own received him 
not, ( yea, rejected him to whom their own fignes given Co Herod, did fo aptly and 
evidently agree ) yet out of Egypt , to (hew the conftancy of pay Jove to Ifrael, 
have I called ( by mine angel, as ^facob by a meffenger called his wives to him into 
the field, Gen. 31.4.) My Son Chrift, who is Gods Son, firft by eternall genera¬ 
tion, Prov. 8. 22,23. Secondly, by perfonall union, Pfal. 2, 7* And thus God 
called out of Egypt 5 firft Ifrael his people, and then Chrift the Head pf hispe.ople ; 
in whom at length this prophecy was fulfilled. 

Verfe 2. As they called them,) i. e. As the Prophets and Minifters (whofe 
names are here concealed, that the Word onely may be glorified, as Alls 13.48.) 
called to them, to come out of fpirituali Egypt, out of darkneffe to light, and froni 
the power of Satan to God, that they might receive forgiveneffe of finpes, and in¬ 
heritance among the Saints, by faith that is in Chrift, All. 26. 18, 

fo they went ■'from them : [] They went a contrary way, as the child Samuel, 
when God called him, ran to Eli : or rather as the wilfull Jews, when God would 
have gathered them, as the hen doth her chickens, they would not. W hen God 
called his naturall Son out of Egypt, he came prefently^ Heb . i q. 7. Vfafi^o. 7, 8. 
not fo his adopted fonnes: for they turned upon him the back, and not .the face, as 
for 2.27.they refilled to be reformed,they hated to be healed.See chap.7.1 .with the 
Note. Nay to makeup the full mcafure of their fins, and to heighten their contempt,- 
they facrifeed unto Baalim, and burnt tncettfe to graven images,) fifua.f agre fa- 
Buri Deo, as if they would defpite God on pnrpofe, and fpit in his very fpce : com¬ 
mit the likevillany in his prefence, as the Irifb Rebels lately did, when they boupd 
the husband to the bed-poft, whiles they abufed his wife before him. See the Notes 
on chap. 2. and almofi on every chapter where their idolatry is cried out upon, and 
-their extreme ingratitude. 

Verfe 3. / taught Ephraim alfo to go,) A child he was verfe 1. and like a childe 
J dealt with him. teaching him how to let his feet, pedare to foot it, as nurfes do 
their little ones: he kcepeth the fett of his Saints, he guideth their feet in the way 1 Sam.2.5. 
of peace, Luke 1.79. See for this, Lent. 1. 31. & 3 2. 11. Nam. 11 , 12. So great . 
is the goodnefle of God to his people, that he dealeth with us as with his little chil- 
dren, nos Jublcvando, fubmonendo , docendo, ducendo, regendo, tegendo , convocando, arnoti ’ 
condonando, portando, confortando, ctic. faith a learned Interpreter truely, and trim- 
h. He fpeaketh unto us as unto children, Heb. 12.5. pat erne diligit, amice d iri^it, 
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<tAn Expofition on Chaim f. 

he loveth u: as a father, he dire&s us as a friend, guiding us with his eye, leading 
us in his hand, fetting us betwixt his knees, as fome interpret that text. Dent. 3 3.3. 
fecting us upon his knees, as a father doth his darling, and rejoycing over us with 
joy, yea joying over us, with Tinging, Zeph. 3.17. His affeftions are more then 
Mr. Baine. fatherly : and his expreiiions are according. “We are like infants ( faith One) 
“ new-born,in a manner. They are kept by the loving parents from fire and water: 
“ they are fed, laid to deep, made ready, and unready, and fluffed in their fcapes 
but they know not who doth all this for them. So doth our heavenly Father by us 
“ in Chrift. But ( he knows ) little undemanding have we of him. After this, he 
teacheth us to go, taking us by the arms, ] to help our feeble knees. And taking 
us up in his own arms, when we come to afoul or rough place: helping us over 
the quagmires of croffes, and the difficulties of duties. And whereas we tall/even 
times a day, and in many things fail all: he taketh us up after that we have caught 
a knock, and cherifheth us in his bofome, &c. Montanas and Junius carry the 
; fence another way, as if the words were not a defeription of Gods love to the peo¬ 
ple, but of their unthankfulnefle to God; rendring the words thus: When as 1 in¬ 
form Ephraim, lie taketh them in his arms, that is, he fetteth up idols, and, after 
the manner of impudent and fhamelefle ftrumpets, he taketh the puppets in his^rms 
and cmbraceth them before my face. But 1 like the former fence better. 

But they k»eVo not that I healed them. ] Not onely held them, that they mi«ht 
not fall, but healed them when they had fallen. Daring they would be fomerirnes 
to Hand upon their own legs, co prevail by their own ftrength, 1 Sam. 2.9. to fay 
Arachneapud. with her in the Poet, Confthj fatis eft in me mihi &c. I am wife enough, and able 
Ovid. Milam, enough, to go on as if they were petty-gods within themfelves, and had no need of 
pfl nor dependence upon me. Hence they hurt themfelves, but 1 healed them. I for- 

a * IG 3 3 . g avc a u t [ ie i r i n iq U i t i cs ^ \ healed all their difeafes, their bruifes, and pucrifying 
fores, that elfe had not been clofed, bound up,, nor mollified with ointmenr, fi/*j 
1. < 5 - God left not his people in their low eftatc, as fome phi ficiansdo their Pati¬ 
ents : but provided a foveraigne falve, an horn of falvation, fuch as would cure any 
difeafe, or maim, even the finne againft the holy Ghofitoo: but that it is the na¬ 
ture of it to rage and rave both againft the phyiick, and the Phyfician. Chrift is 
both the one and the other: asbeeing made unto us of God, Wijdom, righteouf 
nejfe, fanttification, and redemption, I Cor. I. 30. Quod fan it as in corpse, id fan.* 
flitas incorde. He is Jehovah that healttb , for he is Jehovah that ftmSlifieth. This 
Ephraim knew not, that is, out of pride and ftoutnefle they acknowledged it nor 
but facrifice to their own nets, wits, endeavours, &c. Of all things God can kali 
endure to be negletted, or to have the glory of his benefits transferred upon others 
( See chap. 2. 8. with the Note.) When men lhall either fay in the language of 
v Sam. 6.9. Afhdod, It is a chance , or elfe, I have made my felf thus and thus happy. This, 

though the Stints Ihould at any time do, yet God will pardon their frowardneffe! 
and fay, as Efay 57. 17, 18. I have Jten his wayes, ( his waywardnelTe ) and m 
heal him ( neverthelefle ) and reft ore comforts to him. 

Verfe^. I drew thim with cords ef a man, J Notofabeaft: though they have 
deferved to be hampered as unruly heifers, and to be yoked and ruled over with 
rigour ; to be tamed and taken down a link lower, yet J, out of my P kilanthr«pie 9 
yeaoutof fingular grace, have dealt civilly, nay courteoufly with them, in an ami¬ 
cable and amiable way, and not as I might have’done out of my Soveraignty, and 
according to my juftice. I drew them by the cords of a man, that is, 1. Gently, 
and favourably 1 fuiting my felf to their difpofitions, ( which are oft as different 
as their faces) Hiring them to obedience, affliding them in meafure, with the rods 
of men, 2 Sam. 7.15. fitted to the weaknefle of men: Jf God Ihould plead againft 
us with his great power, as J ob fye&ks chap. 23. 6 . it would foon grindeusto pow¬ 
der ; but he hath no fuch defigne : he corredeth his children velad demonftrationem 
Aug. TraZh] in debit a miferia, vel ad emendationem labilis vita, velad exercitationem neceffarU 
Jtan. 124. patientia , faith cyfuftin, ad exercitium non adexitium , faith another Ancient, tore- 

fine, and not to ruine them. 2. Rationally, by cogent arguments and motives,be¬ 
fitting the nature of a man : able to convince them and fet them down with right 
reafon, would they but confider. Dent. 32.29- would they but be wife, and weigh 
things aright- This God wilheth they would do: callerh them to reafon the cafe 

with 
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with him, Efay 1. 18. pleads with them in a friendly way, Jer. 2. 31. and then ap¬ 
peals to their own confciences, whether they have dealt well with him, yea, or no, 

Efay 5.3. making them read the fentence againft themfelves, as did Judas the tray- 
tour, Matth. 27.4. and thofe Pharifees, Matth. 21 ♦ 40. He befpeaks them, after 
moll: clear convidion, as Efay 46.8. Remember this, and fhew your felvesmen: 
bring it again to minde, O ye tranfgreffours. Inoft people arc led on in a continu- 
cd hurry of lufts, and pafiions, and never bethink themfelves, as 1 K ing. 8.47. 
never fay fo much as JVhat have I done ? Si hac duo tecum verba reputaffes quid Ortt.pn 
ago ? faith Cicero to Nevius. Hadft thou but bethought thy felf of thofe few &£ int **■ 
words. What have I done ? thou wouldft never have been fo covetous ♦cormo¬ 
rant. Oh could men have but fo much power over their pafiions and lufts, as to 
get alone and weigh Gods wayes, much good might be done upon them: But for 
want of this, Fcrtur equis auriga,&c. they rufln into all cxcefle of riot, as an horfe 
into the battle: yea they are lo farre unmand , as to think chat they have reafon to 
bemad, and that there is no fmallfenfe in finning. I do well to be angry, even un¬ 
to death, Jon. 4. 9. 

with bands of love, J Heb. thicks cords, cart-ropes ( as it is rendred, Efay 5. 18.) 
ropes of many wreathes, twilled together, and inter-twined with love, that fweeteft 
Attractive. 80 Jer. 31.3. With loving-kind neffe" have ‘I drawn thee: and Efay 
63. 9. In his love and his pity lie redeemed them, and he bare them, and carried 
them all thcdaye*of old. He gave them a law, thefummeof which was nothing 
but love.; and multiplied mercies upon them wichouc meafure, as is amply fee forth 
by thofe holy Lcvices,iVe6. 9. Now, mercy commands duty : and every new de¬ 
liverance is anew tie toobedier.ee. Love Ihould have love. Publicans and finners 
yeeld that, Matth. 5.4 6. Yea, love fhould fhew it felf ftrong as death. Cant. 8. 6. 

Jonathan would have died for his David ; David for his Abfalom', Prifcilla and Cgs 

Aquila, for Paul, Rom. 16.4. Chrift out of his love did die for his people. Have mQ ?™ 7U 

I but one life to leffe for Chrift ? faid that holy Martyr. Let men take heed how 

they finne againft love, for this is the greateft aggravation of finne: this is beftialh 

this is like unruly borfes in a’teame, to break the gears, to fnap in funder the traces, 

that fhould hold them. Such yokeleffe fons of Belial (hall one day he held by the 

cords of their own ftnne, and whipt with thofe cords of convidion, that they would 

rot be drawn by. Shall the harlots hands be bands, her words cords to draw men 

rodeftrudion, and fhall God ftretch quc his hand all day long co them to no pur- 

pofe ? Shall he lofe his fweet words upohdjhem, &c ? peters heart burft, and hee 

brake out in weeping, when he faw Lovp fparkling in Chrifts looks; and coil- Mar. 14.7?. 

fidercd how he had burft afundcr the bands of love, finned againft fuch manifefta- 

tions of mercy, wiped off all bis comfortables for the prefent, drew from Chrift 

thofe piercing quick queftions, Loveft thou me ? yea but doft love me indeed ? O let 

the cords of Gods kindneffe draw us nearer to him, hold us clofer: to Jinne againft 

mercy, is to fin againft humanity: and as no furfet is more dangerous then that of 

bread: fo no judgement is more terrible, then that which grows out of love felt 

and flighted. 

and 1 was to them .u they that take off the yoke on the jaws, &c. ] i. e.’ Oll theif 
( neck -. albeit it feemetb by that law, made for not mulling the oxe that treadcth,8cc. 
that thole creatures when they wrought, were muzled or haltrcd up: and that hal¬ 
ter fattened to the yoke that was upon their necks. The fence is this, I unyoked them 
often, to give them meat, as the good husbandman doth that is mcreifulltohis 
beaft, lie lifts up the yoke that lies hard upon its neck, leads it to the manger, layes 
food before it,&c. So dealt God by this people ill along from the wildernefTe, 
and forward: not fuffering them to abide j ugiter fubjugis Gentium, long under their 
enemies yoke: but delivering thenWout of the hand of thofe that ferved themfelves 
of them, £-5^.34.27. Chrift alfo hath delivered His out of the hands of thofe that 
hated them, and lay hard upon them; as the devil is an hard taskmafter, chat nei¬ 
ther takes off the yoke, nor layes meat: gives no.reft or refrefhment to.his drudges, 
and dromedaries: but acts them and agitates them day and night, &c. Now thofe 
that are His, Chrift brings them from darkneffe to light, and from the power of Sa- . 

tan to God, that they may do works meet for repentance, that weigh juft as much 
is Repentance doth. Abbs 26.18, 20. and fofinde reft to their fouls: providcd s 

that 




Sen\ in Aga- 
. mem. Plus eft 
' a vimsfe re- 
vocUffe quant 
vitia ipfa nt- 
fctviffe Amb. 
in Mai. 
ii^tAnoecy 


incredibili ce- 
leritate fo 
temporij bre - 
vrtatea Pom¬ 
peii confellum. 
Aug\de Civ. 
Dei. 

Nr. J3nrr. 


<iAn Expofition on Chap.u. 

that they take and keep Chrifts yoke upon them (not thinking To live asd^Tfi. 
more laying as thole Libertines in J eremy we are delivered to do all thefe abominaP 
ons) and learn of him to be meek and lowly &c. Mat. n. 29. fii fliall they fn 
find Chrifts yoke eafic, and his burden light Vtrf 40. And of this eafic yoke nf 
thrift Luther underftands this text in Hofea ; and thereupon dilcourlech ofthi 
Lawes rigour, and Gofpds relaxation, according to that of Auftin, Lex jubet n r 
tin juvat : the Law commanded! but the Goipel helpcth : God by his fpi r l t ?” 
flitting, and further accepting pence for pounds, the will for the work, rhe defire 
for the deed done&c. and laying meate before us, meate that the wo’ld knowes 
•not of, bidden Manna, the conviviumjuge of a good confcicnce See. 

Vtrf 5- Mmt return unto the land of Egypt ■] Ihatis, he need- notrnn to 
Egyptforhdp, fas King Hofea _d io) nor to the Ailyrian, to whom they were tri 
butaries from the time of ttfnabem : for they wanted nothing, and lefs fhould have 
wanted, if they would have been ruled by me. “ " 

but they refufed to return.^ He was potto have returned to the land of Ecypt er of 
the Affynan who is his king ; fo fome read the text. Others fen fe it thus: When I 
threaten them with the Aflyrian, they think to fhife and (heifer themfelves i a 
Egypt: but I (hall keep them thence, or find and ferret them out there God 
knowes how to crofs wicked men of their will, to fpo } le.their plot . Egv'pt fl-, a u 
prove no better then a broken reed running into the hand of him that lcanerh on it 
nKtng, ib. 21. 1 he Egyptian was ever an enemy to Ifrael: and thoueh for his 
own ends hegave goodly words, and feem reconciled : yet fuch Reconciliations 
arc but vulptna amscstta, But were he never (o faft a friend, yet fi.i-guilr v if rae l 
11 all not have their an Afylum, nec ftabile Jhbulum (f ee Chapo. 3 with the 
N- >tcj becaufe the defre of the wicked Jb all pertflj pfal. 11 2 .10. They take counfel! 
together, but it (hall come to nought, they (peak the word, but it (hull not (land 
Efay. 8.10. Confer Efay. 30. 1. 2. and 31. 1.2. 3. Prov. 21.38; 

out the sjffyrianjb.tl/be *«*<•«£] Will they, nill they, they /hall be carried cap. 
t,ve tu Aflyriaiand fith they w ,|1 needs be eroding of God,he will crofs them much 
more:.he will walk contrary to thofe that walk contrary to him Lev. 26 21 
and be as froward as they for the hearts of them \>f*l. i8. 26. They will notre^ 
turn to me, faith the Lord, they (hall not therefore return to Egypt • thev will 
not fubmic to my feepter, .they (hall therefore have the Ailyrian for their Kins 
that proud cruel ftout-heprted Prince Ifay. 10. 5. 7 . 12. who will tvram.ife ovS 

l dSs°WrA 9 n *7° Ver eir aU C aC ±CiT PlCafUre, f ° that: thCy 0131160 in & rcat 

bee a tife thiy refufed to return^ Heb. they difdained t, do it fcorned the motion 
^ hted } hc meflbn S e {' B y their fins they had run from God : by repentance they* 
lhould have returned unto him, and then the amends had been well-nigh made • for 
£*em poenttet peccaffe pftft'e eft innocens the penitent is in almoft as good a cafeas 
thu innocent; Ambmfe faith he is in a better. But for thefe men, to all other their 
fins to add obft.naae and impenitencie, as Herod to ail his former evils did the death 
ot the Baptift, this was to heap up Verath againft the day of wrath Rom -» * The 
word'herc rendred (nftOO is by the Seventy turned tI /That thirl 
fore thy returned not to God, it was the fault of their will. True it is, they had 
no powerto turn themfelves: butthc caufeof that inability too, was in them-, 

fault and E h/ thCref ° rC ncithcr could nor wouId rctu »n: and both by their own 
And on his cities J Heb* /ball keep rrkdence orrufo 

25 ?In/rhp i CS 'a ltC \™ d ° n ° Cfs 5 1C Cannot recurn into the Gabbard, reft or be 
ftill till the Lord, whoputit mto commiflion, call back againc his commiffion, !er« 
% 7 ' 6 A 7 ' J r tIsa dr eadf U U thing when th e fword nbideth on a people . as in Germany 
that ftageofwarr, Ireland ftill a land of divine ire&c. England hath fomc Ha/rr- 
rf P r f en # r ; P ra, , fe be G °d : and let every good man pray with David, 

nrrZh'v hpC °P leth * t . ” arr P f aL 6 *' 30. The Pirn's warr was dif- 

patchtby Pompey with incredible fwiftnefs, to his eternall commendation. And 
‘ ^ havccaufetob, ^sGod (faith a countryman of ours) that God hath raifedup 
inftruments for us, who have hazarded the (Wening of their own lives for the 
lnortning of the warr: who have done their worke of late asif they had tookic 
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by the great &c. And the fame Author obfertreth,that fils a fad thingforthe fword 
to be in the field; but for the fword to be in the cities it is tAuch more(ad:and he iri- 
ftanceth in feruialc out of Jofephus, where the number of the flatne was eleven bun- ff- de hi! 
di ed thoufand: W e may further inftancc in that unhappy efty of Kfagdefuirgin Gcr- 1L 7-c/; * 
many, where (o much cruelty wascxercifcd firftby Charlcfe tKefTfc, (fnuch fegrated 
by him at laftin his retired Iife,Caking account ; of his adtibris)'& fince that in our me¬ 
mory by Mounlier Tilly, who like a bloo’dy Villain put to the fword there twenty 
thoufand perfons atleaft of all ranks, ages, ahd fexes: that great cityWoTe burned' Mu Clark life 
down,utterly turning it into cinders excepting an handred nine & thirty houfes &c. °f K ' *//»«*• 
The like immanity was exercifed by the Popes champions upon the pbbrpfotcftants 23 ‘ 
at Angroguc in Trance : where they killed And burned withbut (ncrcy : but could 
i never fet fire upon the two temples there, nor upon Minifters h'opfe, which f^ aRdMon: 
remained whole, the houfes round about being all ’cbnfumed with fire. J - 
and fball con fume his branches and devour them\ His brihebes or his villatewhich 
are as branches of the greater cities. The trees of America (but efpecially of Bra* 
file) are fo huge, that it is reported of themi that fevcrall-families have* lived in Abbbots Geog. 
feveralarmcsor branches of one tree, ;o : fuch a number Ai arcinfomc petty village f ’ 2?1 ‘ 
or panfii hcie. The greater cities arc as the body oe-root of a tree, the vitTages as 
the branches. The feripjure oftcallcth them mother and daughters, as Hefiborn 
and all her daughters; That is villages Num.21.2 5. as the Chalde there explaincth it." 

See Esoech. J o. 44. 45. 46.48. 53. hence we.readofa citieand motfier in 'IlracI 
2 Sam. 20. 19. Branches alto are called daughtersof the trees, they *grow from 
Gen. 44. 23. The word here rendred branches is by fonre rendred fiarresfby 
others, Diviners ov Licrs, as the word here ufed is interpreted J er. 50. 36 A 
fword is upon the liars or diviners, and they fhall dote : f otek Augur Attrurem 
vtdere Cr nou ridere ? faith Tully of fuch diviners: that is, Gan they one looke 
upon another and not laugh, confidering how they gull people with their lies and 
fopperies ? The fword fhall be upon fuchi it.was upon Balaam Satans fpelman, 
they {baU be a portion for foxes PfaR 65. I b. aS thofe that 


Aftrttani vapidefervddifub pebfore 'vulperto. * 

bccaufe of their o\X>n counfels^ He that goeth to fchool to his own carnafi reafon ' 
1 is fare to have a fool to his matter ; an ignis fattius that will bring him Into the 
bogges and briers. The wifdomc of the fiefh is enmitic to God. Nemo Uditurnift 
d feipfo. Sec the Note on chap, io.verf. 6: J 

Vcrfi 7. My people are bent to backsliding from hiej they have a principle of 
Apoltacic in them, as thofe Galathians had, of whomthe Apoftle, Imkrvdilethat 
you arc fofoon removed unto another Gofpell Gal. 1. 6 : aiidas thofe old Apoftatei* 
in the wildernefTc, who fo foon as Mofes his back was tirrned alrnoft, cryed outto 
Aaron , Make us golden Gods. This people was before accufed to be ’a&ed .by a 
fpiric of fornication, a certain violent impetus, a ftrong inclination to whoredbme ;; 
and to be apt to back Aide with a perpetual] backfiring : all their recidivations and ; 
revolts were but a fruit of the bent of their fpiritfc, whic6 were falfe and lirifettled: 
not reSolvcd whether yet to turrie to God, though they Were befet with fomany 
mifehiets: they hangd in fufpence and rathef inclined to the negative then elfe. 
Sufpenfifttnt ,. fo Calvin, Pareus , and others', : read this text. My people are in fuf- 
pence, or in\i mam cring whether to turnc to me or not, they hang indoubt, as 
. the fame word is rendred Detit : 28. 66. God likCth not that hi* people fhould 
Stand doubtful! as Sccpt icks ; ■ And adherttohothing certainly: to be in; religion as 
idle beggars arc intheirway, ready to gorfWbichvVay foivci 1 the ftaffefatleth: but 
that they fhould ftriveto xfull afurance lir'what they beleeye Lttkf i. 4, to be 
fully pcrfvvaded as ver. t.and to a firm pur>bft‘6fheart : ih ; whi[they fli'dbid-prAftife 
cr- j!’ 2 l' I t n ' efl > Il ^i o n againft fin orfof God can Hafrdly cohflft wfthWcpower 
of Godlincfle : be not offand on with him; halt hot, hanft’ifdcTrvdbubt yftfat to do 3 
but follow God fully as Calebdld- comeoff freely as DaWVfid had '•'cWdf'Gods 
precepts whefl h'e Was foliciced to have^donate wife 1 fein, 

1 hayechofen the way of truth y thyyiMgMHlhtijdX Idii'bftfdff rhe'tek'W'lhzvt 
ivaighed them, and am refolvcd to keeprthetti, 1 am &irhe to a fuM detertnida- 

iion- 
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tion. Mr. Deodate fenfeth the words thus. They defire and expeftthat Lftouid 
turn in favour to them and relieve them : whereas they fliould turn to me bv re 
pentancc, which they will not do: and herein he followeth Arias Morning 
Thus thofe ftiffncckcd JewesinJ eremj expefted that God ihonld ftill deale with 
them (however they dealt with him) according to all his Wondrous worlds chap. 2 1 2 
prefuming and promifing themfelves impunity; and thus Judas alfo had the face 
Mat. 26.25. to ask, as the reft did. Is it I? as refting upon Chrills accuftomcdgentlenefle and 
that he would conceale him ftill, as he had done certain daics before. 5 

though they called them to the mofl High'} They, that is the Prophets as verf. 2 
called them with great importunity, upon every opportunity, to the mofl High to 
God (in oppofition to thofe DU minutuli petty deities whom they doted on ’ See 
chap. 7. 16.) to come up to him, to have high and honourable conceptions of 
Him, not calling him in a bafe mould, as thofe mifereants did, P/al 50 2 r but 
faying as David, and with a David-Uke fpirit, Thou Lord art high above all the 
earth, thou art exalted far above all Gods , and tfiere-hence inferring Tc that love 
the Lord, bate evil Vfal 97. 9. 10. I am God Almighty, walk before me and be 
upright Gen. 17. 1 . The God of glory appeared to Abraham^#. 7. 2 . he fo con¬ 
ceived of God ; and hence his unchangeable refolution3 for God. 

none at all would exalt him} Hcb. together he exalted not, fcarceaH-e? a fincle 
man that would do it, that would life up his head to liftentofuch good counfel 
f ft> forae fence it) Or that would exalt and extol the mofl High ; who though he be 
high above all praife as Neh. 9. 5. and cannot be praifed according to his excellent 
greatneffe; y c t is he pleafed to account himfelf exalted and magnified by us, when, 
confidermg the infinite diftance and difproportionthatisbetwixthimandus, we 
«y our felv.es low at his feet for mercy, we fet him up in our hearts for our foie 
2 Sam. 18. 3. we citccm him as the people did David more worth then ten thoufani 

we give him room in our foules, and with higheft apprehenfioqs, moft vigorous 
affeftions, and utmoft endeavours wee beftowour felves upon him, as the only 
Worthy. Now this is done but of a very F e W, and well done but of fewer vet* 
fo drofly and drowfy are mens fpirits, and fo littleis the Lord, lifted up bv the fonJ 
of men. Sec the ProphetEfay his complaint chap. 64.7. r 3 

Ter/: 8. How Jhail 1 give thee up Ephraim ?JHere beginneth the fecond part 
~ of . th,s chapter, fullof many fwcet Evangelical! promifes, and here, if ever, Mercy 
rcjoyccth agtunft Judgment, or treadeth on the very neck, of it, as St. James hi 
Cervix word impvttzthchap. 2 13. The Lord feemeth here to beataftand, orat 

flrifewith himfelf about the deftrudion of this people fore-threatened . which 
well might have been a gulf to fwallow them up, and a grave to bury them in for 
ever, being moft worthy to perifh, as were the Cities which God deftroyed in 
nowbdt God in the bowels of uis mercy earning and taking 

r ngft th rtt°c he u ad r “7°°o. hidden ones that bad 
not bowed their knees to Baal) fparcth to lay upon them the extremity of bis 
wrath, and is ready to fave them for his mercies fake. Hearc how father-like he 
melts over them j 

how fbculd lexpofc thee O Ephraim ? how Jhould I deliver thee up 0 Ifrael t Urn 
field I d,fp.fi the *t Admah l haPttjh.uldIfet thee at Zeiciml q. d. Jufticeiemiite 
that I fliould lay thee utterly waft, and even rain down hell from heaven upon’thee 
aa once upon Sodom andher lifters. But Mercy interpofeth her four fcvcral Hmdt 

jut 0 " 8 ”*" TJ °" ely> e ,'P rcfled ' but *e other a. neceffarity underllood, 
and by Interpreters fitly implied) foure fuch patheticall Intcrroeationsasthelike 

®od hhnfiir f °. Und !!’ 'a' r vh a' u°° k ° f u’ 0d ’ and " ot tube anfwered by any but 
God himfelf. as indeed he doth to each particular in the following wordsf My 
heart ,s turned wah.nme, that is the fitft anfwer. The iecond. My repentin'tare 
ktndied together : The third I will not execute the fiercenefe of my wrath i The 

.Wnd^rl" w7, »" ‘° And why? KrftI umGolanduotMant 

Secondly the Holy Otic tit the widdcjl of thco. 

otula'"' i T r £\ n m T h - ’W> »"^-'»-»Otliat is my mind is changed, or 
at leaft is, in doubt what to do, in th.s hufmeffc. Thisis fpoken ha3,e, m o.hS, after 
the manner of men, and rauft be underftood agreeably to Gods jzrtecoeffe. 

Htre IS mulatto rci non Dei, tfcClm non afeSut, foOi non Lfilij ; Repentance 

with 
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with man is the changing of his will. Repentance with God is no more then the 
• willing of a change: ill is not a change pf his will, but of his work. Confer Lam. 

1.20. & 2.11. Am. i. 12. There arc that render it. My hart is turned again/} me, 
that is, againft my former fevere fentence of cutting them all utterly off at one 
blow; Fiat Juflitia, pereat tnundus. Oh I I cannot fincle in my heart to do it. For my 
repent ings are kindled together ,3 S imul afluant vifeera mea poenitentia. So Tre- 
mclUus : Mj bowels are altogether on a light fire with repentings , as Gen. 43. 3Q. 
and 1 King- 3 .27. Now repentings are as improperly attributed to God, as bowels. 

, There were a fort of ignorant Monks in Egypt, who flatted this foolifhand ridicu- 
lousqueftion (which yet bred no fmallftirres there Anno Dom. 403.) An Deus 
corporeus fit 1 Whether the Divine Effence be a body, having handsjheart, bowels, 

#c ? The ruder fort of them held itaffirmarively. What hlafphemies Vorflius hath 
vented, in that bale book of his de Deo , I need not relate. How God is feid tore- 
pent, hath been laid already: Sure it is, that herein he gracioufly accommodated Calvin 
himfelf to our rudeneffe, and fpeaketh as we arc able to bear. It appeared that 
fury is not in God, Efay 27.4. Our fins put thunder-bolts into his hands, and it 
is, Non nifi coattus with him, when he proceeds to punifhraent. His bowels are ve¬ 
ry ready *0 work in the wayes of grace, and mercy toward finners: and the Icaift 
ad of faith in that mercy, would certainly fet bowels on work amain. This the 
Church in Efay well knew, and therefore .prayed when deferred, Look^ down from 
heaven, &c. inhere is thy zeal, and thy ftrength ? the founding of thy bowels and of Efay 63.15, 
thy mercies toward me ? arje they refrained ? Doubtletfe thou art our Father , notwith- 16. 

Handing thine aufterities. God feemeth forne tiroes tq lofe his bowels, and then 
we muft imd them for him : to fleep, and we pmft awake him: to hide himfelf, 
and then we muft fetch him out ( as the wom^n of Cai^ap did by the force of her 
faith, Mark.. 7*24, * 5 - ) 'God will come,, but he will h^ve the faichfull prayers of 
ibis people to lead him. / came forahy Word, Dan., iq.^. dec. * 

Verfe 9. I will not execute the fiercentffe of /nine,anger,} Heb. the heat of it 
Gods bowels kindled, and whatfoever might caufc repentance came .together, and 
hy glowing as it were at hisiheart: and this cooled and even quenched theheat of 
' *15 wrath, (.as the Sun-beams when t hey : fhine Jfiillupaa the fij-e ) To that now hee 
refolves not to execute the height of his heat, the extremity qf his fhry, for then 
.the fpirit Jbould fail before him. Ephraim is Gtds dear fonne, |jis pleafant child; 
whom when he hears bemoaning himfelf, as f ar. 7,1 .,x8,19, 20. lie foon repents 
him of the evil, an^ cries, -—Satis hoc, pro crimi^e ryagno 

Faulum fupplicij lenem f'upbpfi/fie parentet*. 

T will not return to deftroy Ephraim, 3 I will not undo : him twice over,; or utterly - 
ruine him: as thofe that have kid their enemy for, dead, returne to. fpe whether 
he be dead out-right: pr as ifouldiers thatihave once pillaged a pity, ;r£tyrn.ate a 
while to take, all that little; that was left before, and to.fetthe reft on (fire,. God will 
not deal fo:hardly with Ephraim, though be might do it. Reprobates indeed (hall 
have an evil, anonely evil , Ezjel^. 7. 5. without mixture of mercy : they mnftex- 
peft one plague upon.another, as it fared with Fharaoh, till Gqd h^ddaflied the 
very breath out of hisbody, &c. But for his eled: peppl c. Hath,he fruitt.en,them, -as 
he /mot thofe that Jmot them ? No, but inmeafure , inth ^branches ottely 1. hee fayeth 
hu rough wind, crc. Efay 27. 7,8. And as Crdfus jhjs dump foone.burft Out into V ^ v 9 p6m of 
Kill net King^Crafusi So when enemies are ready todevour the Church, or Satan 
to' fwallow'Gods child.up in defpair, his,'bowels work;j*e.can hold no longer, but Xfo<«r.£fera, 
cries. Save my child, favenny Ghurch^c. Wkj, jhould the Jpirit fail.hefore me,,and 
the Jouls Which I have made ? 1 1 have j feen his wayes, 1 and (though bad .enough ) 1 
will heal him, I will lead him alfo, and re/lore comforts unto him , and to his pfourners. 

. * *™G«d, and not man,]) yea fuchtt God, asthe like is not:, for, pardoning * 

iniquity, and palling by the tranfgreilionofthc remnant of his heritage^. Micj. r8. 

Tis naturall to him,.£xod. ^^. 6. ’dsiufuall, Neh. ^. irp. there he.is called a God 
v pardons, ’. as iE fay yj. 7, he is ftud to multiply pardons. ,He,hath,commanded 
men to forgive an offending but repenting,brother feveqty timesfeyentimesjn a 
day. Mat. 18.22. What then will himftlf do ? [Fof ihetis Ged Almfghty, ,andnot 
man. Man is anangry vindiftive, xruell creature: tvnzwm is,a .Woif, .yea, a.Devil 
to another: unfociable, implacable^ unmerciful^ ( as thofe-were 22 mw,i. 51. JfeWare 
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of men, faith our Saviour tohisdifciples, Matt. 10. 17. abfurd and wicked men, r 
Thejf. 3*2. barbarous, and bruitifh, skilfull todeftroy, E^.21.31. Yea beware 
of good men, when enraged. What ftrange deaths did David ( foon after his foul 
fall, and not fully recovered ) put the poor Ammonites to, 2 Sam. 12.31. further 
men as they are unmerciful!, fothey are unmindfull of their promifes. But God is 
not a man that he Jhould lie, Num. 23*18. What he hath fpoke with his mouth, he 
will make good with his hand. The eternity of Ifrael will not lie,, ( as men will, 
Rom. 3.4.) nor repent , ( as men do, whatever he may feem to do; lee the note on 
the former verje ) for he is not a man that he Jhould repent , 1 Sam. 15.29. Men are 
mutable: the trueft friend is itturdCtoflov £av, an eafily changeable creature, as the v 
Heathen complained; all in-changeable colours, as Tertullian faith of the Peacock • 
as often changed as moved. Not fo Almighty God. I am fehovab, 1 change not, 
Mai. 3.6. See the Note there, and remember ftill to retain high thoughts of God: 
not meafuring him by our model! ■ as to think him to be as mercifull as we are, as 
powerfull as our underftanding can reach, &c. See Efaj 55,8,9. and beg fuperna- 
turall grace: without which iris impoftible for a finite creature to beleeve the infi¬ 
nite Attributes of Almighty God. 

the holy One in the middeft of thee, J Though Ifrael had deeply revoked, fet up 
golden gods, and done wickedly as they could, fo that there was no vifible Church 
amongft them, yet God was the holy One in the middefi of them : Seven thoufand 
he hadreferved that Eliah knew not of, 1 King. 19.18. and a Church there was 
in Ifrael, when at work. Like as there was in medio Papatu y in the darkeft midnight 
of damned popery: and at this very day, there arefaid to be thoufimds of profeft 
Spec. Ear. Proteftants, even in Italy it felf: and in Sivil, a chief city of Spain, there are 
thought to be no fewer thin twenty thoufand. 

and I will not enter into the city. ] I will not invade the city as an enemy, to waft 
all with fire and fwordi 5 s once at Sodom . For why, there are holy ones in the mid- 
deft of thee ( fo Rivet espoundeth it by an enaHage of the number ) a confiderable 
company of righteous people, for whofe fake I will fparc thee, ]tr. 5.1. 

Verfe i a. 'They /hall Walk, after the Lord ,] powerfully calling them by bis Word 
and Spirit, going before them, and bringing up the Rere, Efay 5 2* 1 1 . their King 
(hall pafle before them', antf the Lord on the head of them, Mic. 2.13 Time was, 
when they flied from God, Hof 7. ?3. and faid, I will go after mj lovers, Scc.chap.2. 
Now they are of another minde, and other manners: they (bail walk, after the 
Lord , non pedibus fed affefiibus : they (hall be carried after him with ftrength of 
of defire, and delight. Which he (hall work in them; they fiiall follow the Lamb 
whither foever he goeth': Gods people are faid in Scripture to walk before him ifl| 
godly fincerity, to walk. Wiri him in an humble familiarity, to WaiJ^ after him in 
an holy conformity, yeelding unto him the obedience of faith. As Ifrael in the 
wildernefle, fo muft we, follow God and the line of his Law, though it feem to 
lead us’in and out, backward and forward (as them) as if he were treading t 
maze. 


he Jball roar like a lion By the preaching of the Gofpel, he (hall (hake heaven 
and earth. The voice of the Gofpel is. Repent. Ant pcenitendum , aut pereundtm, 
except ye repent ye Jhall all pe rifts. He that beleeveth and is baptized, jhall be faved : 
War.i5.itf, *^ at beteeveth not, Jhall be damned , was a terrible voice. Of the Lion it is re¬ 
ported, that he roareth fo fiercely, that the reft of the creatures Hand amazed: and 
that, whereas his own whelps come dead into the world, he roareth over them,and> 
Tlnxcct in reviveth them. Afterwards, when he meeteth with prey, he roareth for them to 
Ttb.de juft. '■ come about him. Let this be applied to the Lion of the Tribe of Judaic Confer 
enimal. foel 3.16. 

then the childrenfhall tremble from the tVeft.~^ The children of grace,Dr#r. I 4 * 1 * 
(hall joyn themfelves in fpirit to the communion of the Church from all the endsbf 
the world, where they have been (battered .* they (hall ferve the Lord with fear* 
rejoyce with trembling. The Ancient Hebrews applied this promife to the coming 
of the Mefiiah: onely they dreamt of an earthly kingdom of his, as did alfo the 
difciples, being fowred with the leaven of the Pharifecs. Others thinkittobea 
Prophetic of the converfion, and calling of the Jewes, to be accompliftied in the laft 
dayes: as alfo of the gcnerall fpreading of the Gofpel, and gathering of the EJe&, 
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far and wide from one end of the heavens unto another. And this they ca//, Jsc ' 

time of the Rift, tut ion of all things t 

Vorfe. 11. They Jbeil tumble as a bird out of Egypt, J Trcpide accurrent, fo 
, Trcmellitts '. they (hall run tremblingly.. Fear caufeth haft. Men delay and trifle till 
God ftrikes their hearts with fear: then kis ecce ego , mitieme , Here I am, lend me 
Speak Lord, for thy fervant heareth,. What wilt thou have me to do Lord’? &c. ti- 
moraddidit alas • as the doves when purfued by the hawk, fcour into their colum- 
baries. As birds frighted, flie to their nefts, arid other creatures to their holes and 
harbours: fo do thofe that are prickt ; at heart with the terrours of the law * flee 
r to the precious promifes of the Gofpel: hiding themfelves in the wounds of Chrift 
crucified, and are relieved. AH St. Pauls care was, cliat when he was fought for by 
, the juftice of God, he might be found in Chrift, not having his own righceoufiiefie 
but that which is through the faith of Chrift. ' * PJiil.3.9. 

and as a dove out oj the landisf AJfjria , J i. e. out of what countrey foever - 
where they (hall be fcattered, I will recoiled them by my Gofpel, which is there^ 

, fore called Gods asm, becaufe thereby .he gachereth his Eled into his bofome. 

Doves flie fwifcly, Vfal. 55.6. and by flocks, Efay .60. 8. fo (hall the Eled to 
Chrift, both of Jewes and Gentiles. By the children of the fVeft, may be meant 
theft Wcftern Churches, and withall the Northern parts. By Egypt, the whole 
South. By AJhur, all the caftern Trad, thofe large and mighty kingdoms chat lie 
Eaftward from Judta, even to the Sun-rifing. Thus many Jhall come from E aft at.d 
Weft, and Jhall fit doWn With Abraham , ljaac, and lacub in the kingdome of •hea¬ 
ven. Mat. 8.11. The molten-Sea flood upon twelve Oxen, which looked to a|l 
the four quarters of the world : fo did the twelve gates of the new Jerufalem, &c. 

and I will pi ace thim tn their houfes , J Not in ftrong garifons, but in their own. 
houfes - where they fhall dwell (ecurely, under their own vines and fig-trees: jfor they 
(hall have the Gofpel ot peace, and the peace of the Gofpel, See 2 Sam 7. 1 o. Or 
thus, I will place them in their own houfes, that is, in my Church (faith Polanttsf 
which hath its houfes and places of receipt among all people the whole world tho- 
rowout, where they may ferve God, without fear, in holinefle and righteoufnefte # 

before him all their dayes. Thus the Apoftles in their travels, where ever they 
came, found brethren, &c. and having nothing, yet they poftefled all things, a Cor. 

6 . 10. True tranquillity and found fecurity is to be found no whei^ but in Chrift, 

Mic. 4. 4. and 5. 5 * nor by any but by thofe that hear him roaring, and calling 
them to the participation of his grace and peace. Thole that hearken to Chrifts 
Oracles (hall dwell in his tabernacle. 


Verfe 12. Ephraim cotnpe jfith me about with lies ,J They get about me as if they 
1 would dome doubtyferv ice ( PJal. 76. ir. the faints are called a people that are 
round about God : and Pfal 148. 14. a people near unto him, and that compafleth 
his altar. f ce Rev. 4. 4.) but all’s but counterfeit: a meer impofture, a loud lie, 
PJal, 78.36 whereby they would cozen m? pf heaven, if they could : putting upon 
me falfecoyn filver’d over a little; anid circumventing me, if it lay in their power. 
But what faith Bernard, Sapiens nummular 1 us Deus eft • Nummum ft Hum non red* 
pict. God is a wife Mint-jnan : there’s no beguiling him with counterfeit coyn. 
Hypocrifie (that reall lie) is an odious, a complexive evil : for it hath in it* 
t. Guile, oppofite to fimplicicy, as intending to beguile God, which he cannot. 
and man, which he fain would, and oft doth, to further his worldly and wicked de- 
fignes, as ^udas, Herod, Matth . 2.8. Phartfees, Mat. 23.14. 2. Falfbood,o p- 

pofite to truth ; as onely afting religion, playing devotion, compafiing God with 
deceit, as the houfeof Ifrael here, deceiving him not by impotency onely, and in 
fhe event; but by impofture, and fo in purpoft; contenting themfelves with a (hew, 
with a femblance, Luke 8 18* with a form of knowledge, Rom. 2. 20. and ofgod- 
linefle, 2 Tim. 3. 5. rather eeming to be good, then feeking to be fo. Thele^re 
hells frcc-holders : and other finners are faid but to have their part with them. • 
'l here are that thus interpret this Text ; Ephruim cempajfeih m^the Prophet preach¬ 
ing mervy, and promifing good things, they befet me, and gather dole about me, 
asdefirousof my doftrine : but it isin mendacio , in hatifiill hypocryfti (fee Ezel^. 
3^. 3 1 , 32. ) and when 1 crofle them never fo little, they craftily confpireto pre¬ 
judice my Miniftery, to afperle my perfon, &c. To preach faith One, is nothingelfe 

O but 



bat to derive the rage of the whole world upon a mans felf, to become the But- 
Jtftifner.in lot. ™ ar ^» y ea the Center ad quod omnes line a dolor am tendunt, to which all the lines 
of lies and falfehoods do tend.. 

but Judah jet ruleth with God, [] To ferve God is to rule with him ( as Livia x 
faid, (he ruled her husband Auguftus, by obeying hi In ) It is the greaceft liberty, 
Rom. 6. 18,22. 1 Pet. 2. 16. Abraham was a prince if God, Jacob' prevailed with 
God, and had power as a Prince, Gen. 32. 28. Mofes ( as if he had been Chari- 
cellour of heaven ) over-ruled the bufinefle, and God ; is fain to befpeak his own 
freedom, Exod. 32,10. Judah alfo is here (aid to rule with God, to be potent with 
him ; becaufe God was fincerely ferved amongft them, and they held faft their firft 
integrity : the true religion was openly profeffed, and the true worfhip of God in- 
corruptly maintained in the Temple at Jerufalem. This made Abiyahf though none 
of the befl) fo boldly to boaft, and he prevailed: fo that there fell down of Ifrael 
flam four hundred thoufand,. 2 Chroh. 14.10,17. and yet the men of Judah that 
flew them, were but four hundred thoufand in all, •verfe 3. Ifraels Apoftacy is here 
aggravated by Judah’s integrity: they were not under the temptation of evil ex¬ 
ample. Judah was the worfe for them, and not they for Judah. 

and is faithfull With the Saints. ] Or, With the mofl Holy : he keepeth the faith 
to God, thofe Holy Ones, the father, bon, and Holy Spirit ( fo lome fence it ) as 
JoOj. 24.19. Prov.9. io. he is far from thofe falfe and fraudulent dealings where¬ 
with the ten Tribes feek to circumvent and beguile God. Or thus, Jixl-b is faith- 
full With the faints of former ages.- he holds to his old principles, to the good old 
way, wherein Abraham and the other Ancients went before him. h'c is alio faich- 
full with fate h as are fanftifed , the true prieftsof God, confecrated to himfelf, and 
*fet apart for holy ufe: In oppofition to the ten Tribes- who went after thofe leaden 
priefts made by leroboam of the lower fort of the people, and well fitted to golden 
deities. Laftly, he is. faithfuil With the people of God, thofe good fouls chat left the 
ten Tribe* j*nd weqt to Judah, to the true worfhip of Cod. With thefe Judah was 
^ faithful!, courteous, and; communicative :• embracing and encouraging them all that 

might be. This was a fingular commendation. 



CHAP. XII. 


Verfe 1. Phraim feedet h on wind, ]] Slender feeding; unlefte Ephraim were of 
-TV Chameleon-kind : quippe nec cor auro fittatur nec corpus aura 
Efayss.io, Wind £ilIs, but feeds not. Ephraim had fowed the wind, chap. 8. 7. but to what 
aCor.9.io! profit ? Hee that miniftrcch feed to the fower, and bread to the eater, would here,’ 
lurely, neither give bread for food, nor multiply their feed fown, but fend them ro 
the gods chat they had c.hofen, and to their confederates whom they fo relied upon, 
from whom they (hould the whirlwind. ( Seethe Note on chap. 8.7. ) Wind, 
we know, bloweth up ftorms and tempefts: fo doth idolatry and creature-Confi- 
dence, the tempeft of Gods wrath that will never be blown over. 

and fol/oweth after the E a/I-Wind, ] Which if he catch, a great catch he is like 
: to have of it. E urus eft vent us urens & exftccans. The Eaft-wind is noted in Scri¬ 
pture for pernicious and hurtful! to fruits and herbs, Gen. 41.6. E-^^- 7-10. and 
29.17. Hof 13.15 violent it is alfo, and fpareth not men. Ion. 4.8. TheSevenr 
• ty render it, , a burning blaft, as they do the former words, Ephraim is an 

evil Jpirit , by amiftakeof the points. lob fpeaketh of fome that fill their bellies 
With the Eaft-Wind - they think to do fo, but it proves otherwife : theyfiiuffup 
the wind with the wild-afle, but it tumours them onely, and proves peftilentialj. 
It is very dangerous for men to follow after their own conceits and counfels. It may 
be worfe to them upon their death-beds, when they are lanching into the main of 
Eumquilo. Immortality, then any rough Eaft-wind, or then any E urodydon, that wind menti- 
VnatruCu oncc ^ , 2 7- £ hat hath its name from ftirringup ftormes, andisbyP##J 
tntufl Hunt. calle< * Navigantium peftis, the Mariners mifery. An empty body meeting with 
Virg . . ‘ tempefts, will have much ado to bear up. If Ephraim firft feed upon wind, and 

then fall under the Eaft-wind, ic muft needs go hard with him. The godly man, who 
is filled with all the fulnefTe of God, E phef, 3.19. fhall have him for a refuge from 

the 
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5?ftorme a fbadow from the heat, when the blaft: of the terrible ones is as a 
ftorme againft the wall, Efty 25.4. His prayer is that of Ieremychap.i 7 verfiy. 

Be not thou a t err our unto me, O Lord', thou art my hope in the day of evil. If the 
wind be riot got into the earth, and ftir not there, ftorms and tempefts abroad can¬ 
not make an earthquake: no more can affiiftions, or death, an hearty take, where 
there is peace with God: Such a mans mind immotamanet, is ai mount,2ion which 

cannot be 1 removed. : “• 1 '' 

He daily increajetb lies and defelation, } This bem^the fruit and confequcntoF 
thofe; for fiagit turn & flagellum ficutacut & plum, finne and puriifhmcnt are in- v 
fcparable companions. Wo unto them far they have fed from mr: deftreftion unto 
them becaufe they have tranfgrefTed againft me, Hof 7.13 . See the Note there. 

To heap up lies, is to haften deflation.- lA falfe witnefle fhall notbeunpunifhed: 
and he that fpeaketh lie* fhall perifh, Pr$v. 19. 9. They tell us of a _ threefold lie, 
i. e. A merry lie, an officious lie, and-a pernicious lie* But the truth is, every lie is 
pernicious: and a man fhoruld rather die then lic.He thac lieth in jeft, raaygo tohell 
, for it in earneft. Ucob told his father an officious three-fold lie, and ftarce ever 
had a merry day after.it, Gen. 27. 1 9. God followed him with one forrdw upon an¬ 
other, to teach him and us, what an eviUnd a bitter thing ic is. to cumulate lies, as 
here, anditow it enfnarcS and enfnarles us. * b , 

And they do make a covenant with the Affjrian, andoilis carried into Egypt. 3 
that is, all precious and pleafant fubftance was carried for a prefent, to make roomtip: 
for them. Oil is inftanted, as the chief ftap.Ic commodity of che land,^ Cee E^. 

27. 17. ) and iri Egypt very fcarce: This fin of theirs iri feeking‘to othfr nations, 

and relying on the arroe of flefh, is oft reproved and chneatncd thbrowour this 

Prophetic. See chap i 5. 1$. & 7. il. & 9.8. & io^ nSc 11. 5 . J 6 ceach Gods 

Minifterii to continue Crying out againft the prevailing ftnnes of the people, and 

ncvet gtve over, till they fee a reformation wrought amongft them. TheCretUnx la5 ; 

are alWaJt* lyars, &c. Rebuke them Jharfely, faith.tbe'Apoftlej yea,,be inftant 

and conftanr, in feafon, and out of ftafon, ofing the ftme liberty in hcating dowa 

fin, that men do to commit it. Chrjfoft'm told hi^faetfm riUtutideB t .:thac till , . . .r.. 

they left their fwearing, he would never leave preachri^'againft ic->l / 

yfafe 2. The Lord hath alfo a centroverfe with Judahfy Left theProphet fhou!d> 07 

be thought partial! in the law, Mai. 2. 9. ( See the Note there ) atd l cftEphratm 
fbould Hy of Judah , as orice O^ did of lfrael • Are tbeTe noc with thesmf eyca’ 
with them alfo, finnes againft the Lord ? The Prophet anfwter* by way oi fancefto^ 
that there were fo indeed ; and that therefore God bad a controverfk with them, a Wfo.a».u 
a litigation, or difeeptdiion : he was cxpoftulating with them by words, and fome 
lighter ftroaks, notwichftanding he had commended them before, as ruling with 
God, and retaining his f>ure worfhipi Gpd ‘would kake his time to deal with ; them i ^ " 

too, for their many impieties, and efperiblly for running to Egyptfor help, as they; 
did in the dayes of^ Abax., and Zedtkiah, Cfx Efay ^o.z. and 3r--i- butbecaule <w . , . , 

they were not yet fo bad as the ten Tribes; nor fo /defperately wicked, 'therefore t? 
the Lord wasyet but pleading with them ; he had not pafled fcntence, he wasriot; * 

rtfoived Upon their ruine and utter extirpation: as lie was for the ten Tribes; thofe tf.11. 
foul Apoftates and fharaelefTe covenant-breakers: concerning whom hefaith, and 
is' fet upon’r, I w ill punifhfacob according to his wafes ,"] See the like words, chap., 

4.' verfe 9, with the Note .' He calls theift ^xro*, becau&thcy gloried tnuch in him: 
their Progenitour, as did likewife the^Samaritaus that fucceeded them, lob. 4. 12* 

So did the Jews in Micah chap. 2. 7.“ Btre thc Prriphet Hefea anfwcreth them id 
effeft (as there) by proving a dif{ 4 rity ; O thou thatartnamed thehoufeof lactb, 

( that wilt needs be named-fo, arid therei n prideft thy fdf ) iw the Spirit.of the Lord . 

ftraitned (ye are riotfurety toaitnedimWiri, but; in your owri bowels, that yee ^^|r_; 
exprefle lacob no better, that ye refcmhle him no more fa. Are theft hie doings ? was. 

Jacob a man of youn'pfa&ifes ? No : for he l^ft*‘no m*aris unattempeed, that hee 

might attain the blefting': he ftroveforir with his toother in the womb, afterwards j >«ns fopt?. 

with the Angel, againft whom with much wrcftling and raifing of duft, heprevai- 

led, as it followeth in the two next^r/e^ f ' > : ... mntewernt. 

Verfe 3. Hetool^bU brother by the heU in theWomh^Q^tdhaye hindred him if he Luther.in loaf 
could, of the firft-birth-right; fo deftrous he (hewed himfelf, fofoon* of thatde- ft*?®-. 

O2 fireable 





*^ n E xpfifitwn m Cha^T.. 

Jii eib ^P ri ''* l f d a, c > andthe prohiifo annewcU Whence we may learn 7 iltho^l 
th^t God faketh -care even of unborn • babes that belonp to him j 

^“fometimesi as he did hi the Baptift, Luh\. 44 ^Siid 
imiho BK^vby a fiipernaturalimotion * faefeaped morelikea ■/&/?« l f *n 

fonnerwr^.ofiihc.aaiMof^c^^hew wc have the- enmon Z J 
name* He took Ins brother by the heel, or foot-foie as if he W n„u, f ^ on of , tfla L 

5* 26. that is, Calaaneanus\ or Heel-catcher* as if he would hare n nik>*4 *>;! if * 
ther backs^jtelage ofwhathaflvould afterwards ftnohni i/i ^ 

get the preheminente both of birth-rieht ao4 bleffitu?’ a,. ■*' j *’■ f° d 

f^t^s^zx^ssxsss^ts^ 

iscdaw»,iui 4 eh ahd dtfixanfeged, but wre&leth taitl Jw? u 1« -at* ^ hot 
^sb hid iaocfafwhen hisijaynu were out of jqynt. He ,-wrsft le/in sbf niah ? ^ 

Epher.j. ,<s. out, «rt>ndlt»i,vOOb,.itsifftfeOt thing iaiSui* ''*& 

fp ir *t y in the inner man. O^auAm hie kfm* Mat ^^hpsight^ bythr 

*^*2***»j V’A'etXfU. t^ZTa'VwZteffoSo' 

God V^^lum, as it: were, in the field.for bis cood ferviri ll/ /’ for 
*■*£< 7 «»WaiafcNeither were the ^bfoJI^ f^ 1 *"** 

T , c ^„ !/*«*>«* bite,Vfo&j»dbr.Aero,. to€C * Ued A^m***, <x 

«* aa«sarsfe^&a*^s 

himfelf <ar«dom«*y the,prayers of the P#§*wfe’-'f clftye ^* : 
erof anghreoiismanava iloth much, (SdSaL.5f- ■ ^W« fervcflt prajfc, 

:'• • 1,: ; ; .. > v ... ; , Vt £y*' P rens > & i*d*tn*i :’ 

.- "* A*V£r*nrma fumtEecUfi*. .... . ‘ 'V " 
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Chap .11. the Trophecie of Hofea. 

We read not till this Text, of Iiis weeping for the blefling, (no more we do of 
the earthquake in Hc^ekiab’s dayes, till Amos i. and Zach. 14.) But this we know 
that ardent prayer is a pouring out of the foul to God, not without a (howerof 
tears , or at lealfc a florm of fighes. And as mufick upon the water founds farther 
f and more harmonioufly then upon the land : fo prayers with tears are .more plea- 
fing to God, and prevalent with him. Chrift could not but look back to chofe 
weeping women that followed him to the crofle, and comfort them. Tears of com¬ 
panion, and of compundion, when men love and weep , as Mary Magdalen did 
are very acceptable to God, who puts them into his bottle as precious. There are 
tears of another fort, Uchri m & nequitid, tears of wickednefTe, exprefled either by 
hypocrific or a defire of revenge: fuch were Efru’s tears for the blefling too, 
(7^.27.38. but he went without it, becaufe a ptofane hypocrite: he cried out of 
difeontent, and threatened his brother l.sc.ob; he complained of his fathers ftore, 

( Haft thou but one blefling) of his brothers fubcilty* : ( was he not rightly Called 
Jacob ?) but not a word of his own wickednefTe. He roared for the difcjwetnefle 
of his heart, but he did not, as I acoby weep. and make fHppl’cation to his Judge, Hitbebmti. 
deploring his own wants, and imploring the fupplieS of his grace, yuam mice ex- 
petijt, as the main thing hedefired. 

be found him in Bethel, j that is the Lord found Iacob there, Gen. a8. 18. but 
cfpecially, Gen. 35. 14. confirming his promifes to him and all his pofterity; 

there he Jfake Kith „/,] who were then \n Jacobs loyns, and promifed that God 
ihould be our God : but we have falfified with him, and turned Bethel into Beth- 
aven : abufing that place to idolatry and calf- worfhip, whete we, in our forefathers, 
had fo many manifeftations of divine mercy. Oh better he had never fpoken with 
us there, then that we fhould have fo flighted his promifes, caft his words behinde 
our backs, and wickedly departed from our God. Iwhis Iac^-like, &c. There bet 
fpake Vntb hs. What hefpakewith Jacob , he fpake with us: and wee are to hold 
, our [ clvcs n0 le » c concerned therein then he was. See a like exprdlion . P/.//. 66. 6. 

See likewife, R m . 15.4. and Htb. 13.5. what G6d fpake to hfbua. chap. 1.5. he 
fpake to all Bcleevers And that which he fpake to his affl ifted; Pf*t, 102. He will 
regard the pra} tr of the deftitute, and not defpife their prayerj that he-fpake to us: 
for vtrfei 8. Tbos/hall be Written for the generations to some. The Hebrews have a 
, proverb* £u* pmnbnsa ciderunt ftgnum funt fitijs. What things befeil the fathers, 
thofewereafigneto their children: and thence it is, that the deeds of the fathers 
are of t attributed to the children. Let us lahour to fee our own names written up¬ 
on every promife: and fecure our intereft by fearching for the tondicions whereun* 
to the promifes arc annexed ; and then put them in fuic by faithfull prayer, faying 
with David , Remember thy word unto thy Jervant. whereupon thou haft canted me 
to trufi. ... 

Verfe 5. Even the Lord God of hofts ,]] Lo* He it is who promifed^ who fpake 
with us at Bethel: even that Jehovah who is himfelf unchangeable and Almighty; 
whofe promifes are eternall, and infallible: who will perform with hishand, whar 
he hath fpoken with his mouth, to the thoufandth generation of chofe that return 
unco him. Concerning Gods name Jehovah * fee the Note on Mai. $ .6: , Concer¬ 
ning his Title* God of Hofts* fee the Notes on Mat 3.17. Dott.t. 

The Lord is his memorial/. J Jehovah is that nomen majeftativnm (as Tertullian 
hath it)1 that holy and reverend name of God* whereby he will be known, and re- vr .i . 
membred, Exod. 3. i 9 . which place doth notably illuftrate this. True it is, that mUH 
the Jews to countenance their conceit of the inefFability of this name, Jehovah, do 
corrupt that Text: and, for thisumy name Legnolam for ever* they t^ad, this 
ai ? e ^ e S naiam -> to be concealed. Where it is wellobfcrved by One, how 
crofle the fuperftition of men is to the will of God. They in a pretended f reverence 
to ^f°d, will not fomuch as mention this name* becaufe they fay,- J tis a] name chat 
Ood lorauch glorieth in: and yet the Text faith, this name is Gods memorial^ it 
is the name by which he would be remembred to all generations* as thut, which fec- 

et glory more then any other Name whacloeyeri So diac wh.<?n Wje wou!4 

have a holy memonall of God ( and to remember Him, is every wbit ^n.eediuli .as; 

b ^ atha rait ^ an Ancient) we need no Images or, other unwarrantable helps* jSKjRiJ. 
the meditation of the Name Jehovah, and the import of it, will be of Angular ufe, N m^uwten. 

O 3 that 



ajfn Expojition on Chap.u. 

that way. Papifts have their pidures, and their memories, as they caU them ; ldo! 
laters fain to themfelves diverfe reprefentations, and remembrances. Behind the 
deersalfo and the pofts baft then fee rtp thy remembrances, EjaJ 57.8. where Gods 
Law fhould have been written, according to Deut. 6.9. 8c 11.12.and when as Gods 
Name (hould have been remembred, Pfal. 13 5.13. and Pfal . 102.12. 

Ferfe 6. Therefore turn thou to thy God , j The premifes confidered. Repent: 
and fo return to God from whom thou haft deeply revolted. It is to thy God ' to 
whom thou art exhorted to turn j not to a tyrant, but to a God in covenant: yea 
Ptp- it is with thy God ( as the Hebrew hath it ) with his good help, that thou fhalt turn. 
Stw ©6«. Onely cry unto him. Turn us Lord, and we fliail be turned, draw us, and we will run 
after thee, &c, Of turning to the Lord, fee the Note on Zaeh. 1.3. 

Keep mercy and judgement, J Thofc magnalia legis, thofe weightier matters of 
the Law ( as our Saviour calleth them, Matth. 23. 23.) which Ephraim had made 
light 5 f, chap. 4.1. He is therefore called upon to evidence the truth of his turning 
to God, by bringing forth fruits meet for repentance, Matth. 3. 8. fuchasare, 
tantamount , and weigh juft as much as repentance comes to. Optima & aptiflinu 
poenitentia eft nova vita, faith Luther • The beft and righteft repentance is a new 
life, univerfall obedience to both Tables of the Law: Mercy and judgement are 
here put ( by a figure ) for the duties of the fecond Table: as conftant waiting up¬ 
on God for the duties of the firft: for the Prophet here obferveth not the order of 
Dtnandi. nature, but of our knowledge, when he inftanceth firft in the fecond Table, as doth 

Condenandt. alfo the Prophet Micah, chap. 6. 8. Mercy muii be kept and exercifed, by 1 Gi¬ 

ving, 2 Forgiving: This God prefers before facrifice, Hof. 6.7. This Chryfoftom 
faith, is a more glorious- work then to raife from the dead. And here let thofe that 
would keep mercy (and nor fhew it onejy fometimes, when they are in a good mood) 
fteep their thoughts in the mercies of God and fo ftrive to be mercifuil, as their 
heavenly Father is, Matth . 6, Judgement alfo muft be kept , and juflice done, Efay 
56. 1. after the example of .God, who is faid to exercifeloving-kindneJGfe, but with- 
all judgement, and righteoufnefle in the earth,’ Jer. 9. 24. Gracious is tnt Lord 
and righteous, yea our God is mercifuil, p fai. 116. 5. the mixture of mercy and 
judgement is very comely: as in publike perfons, Pjal. 101 r. ( where we fee, that 
Davids ditty was compofed of diftords, which madean excellent harmony) loin' 
others of all forts, Prov. 21.21. who are required to be mercifully juft, and 
juftly mercifuil in all their enterdealings; according to that gold, i rule, given by 
our Saviour, Luke 6. 31. Whatever Je would that men ft off id do mto yon , do it 
to themllktyeife. This is the ftandard. 

and Wait on thy God continually. J Firft, beleeve Him to be thy God, by a parti¬ 
cular individuating faith: and then thou wilt be ealily drawn to wait upon him, 
who waiteth to be gracious: or to draw near unto him , ( as the Seventy hereren- 
<* cr lt ) and c . ome boIdl Y to the throne of grace, Heb 4. 1 6. for as the Ark of the 
Covenant, and the Mercy-feat, were never feparated : lo neither is the mercy of 
God from thofe that are in covenant with him, and can trucly call him Theirs. 
Hope is compared to a line (the fame Hebrew word that fignifieth the one fignifi-, 
eth the other ) and waiting on God is nothing elie but Hope and Truft lengthened,! 
or drawn out. Sure it is that Truft in God at length will triumph : and allhisdif- 
penfations will appear beautifuH in their feafon. Hold out therefore faith and pati¬ 
ence. Wait upon the Lord, be of good courage, and he fhall ftrengthen thy heart : 
F6l.a7.i4. W™* { f*J upon the Lord. Ponder that fweet promife. Habak_.z. 3. not delivered 

only, but doubled, and trebled for more furety. And then confider firft thy diftance 
from God in worth, and degree: next thy deper.dance upon him, thine Undone con¬ 
dition, ifhedefert thee.- and then thou wilt be content to wait upon him conti- 
nuaJIy, to ftay his leifure as David did-for the kingdom, and as thofe in Efthtr 
d!d for deliverance: to fay with thofe good fouls in the The will of the 

Lord be dene. 

Verfe j.Heisa merchant , J Heb. He is Canaan,t\\dX. is,a meer naturali man,£*eJb 
16. 3. a money-merchant, who fo he may have it, carerh not how he comes by 
it: he is more like a Canaanite then a Jacobite. Jacob faid, i have enough my bre- 
‘ they ; but Ephraim is fick of the plague of unfatisfiablenefle: and inftead of keep 

mercy and judgement, as in the former verfe, he keepeth falfc ballances in his hand, 

and 
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and falfe weights in his bag, Deut. 15.13,14, ry. Lev. 19. 36. Vrov. 11. i.and 
16. 11. and 20. 10. See the Notes there. He that hath his hands full of the ballan- 
ees of deceit, and will not loofe them to take hold of God, will not part with his 
fat and fweet (as the Vine and Olive in Iothams Parable ) though it be to raigne 
in heaven, how can it be expe&edthat hefhould turpe toGod, or that he {hould 
love to be his fervant,. Efay $6. 6 ? 

when hee loveth to oppreffe. ] To get gain, if not by fraud and cunning contri¬ 
vance, then by force, and by forged cavillation ,a.sLuke 19.9. Sic quacunque po- 
teft arte nocere, nocet : And all this he IcVeth to do: he delights in it ♦ he not one¬ 
ly is pleafed with it, but pleadetli for it, and oppofeth with creft and breft what- 
foever ftandeth in the way of his own heart; exercifed with covetoufnefte , (as.S. 

Peters phrafe is, 2 Pet. 2.14,) which he conftantly followeth, as the Artificer doth 
his trade. Let foch Canaanites read that flaming text i 1 The ft. 4*6. and-take heed, 
left while they get all they can, by wrench and wile,, left while they: count all good 
fifh that comes to net, they catch at length the Devil and all: left they receive no 
f leffe famines of curfes, then of coyn; left fcreech-owls of woe cry aloud, from the 
beams of their chambers, &c. See the Note on chap. 7.1. 

\ Verfe 8. And Ephraim JAd, yet 1 am become rich, J Sed mihi p lauds domi. I 
have it howfoever, though I hear ill for jt • though the Prophet inveigh againft my 
covetoufnefte, yet 1 am rich , while he and his companions are poor, arid indigent : 

yea 1 have found me out fubftance, J An idol, fothe Vulgar renders it: andifa- 
deed, every covetous man is an idolater y and performs both outward and inwardfer- Ephef $.$. 
vice to his Mammon of unrighteouftiefle, to his golden-calf. Sub fiance bee here 
craekes of, and reft to his foul (as the Seventy render it) in oppofition happly to the »****£ 
aery notions ( as he accounted them ) of the Prophets inve&ives againft his cove- fcyS 
tous pradifes, and the terrours of his own confcience, which he endeavoured to 
corrupt and bribe: See to like purpofe, Efay 57.10. Thou haft found tbelifeoftby 
hand, that is, a livelihood by thy labour ; therefore thou waft not grieve.d : thy 
heart is hardened, and thou art infejrriible of thy fih-guiltineffe; itfroi* fetteft the 
gain againft the guilt, and then all is hail with thee.- * Pelix feelus virtus vocatur ; Tul. dedmn. 
Profperous wickednefle is accounted vertue. Leah, becaufe fruitfull, and focceflefull, hl>. 2. 
rejoyced in that whereof (he had greater reafon to repqnt. So did thofe Idolaters, 

Jtr. 44.31. Dionyftus, after the fpoil of an idol-Temple, finding the winds favou- 
I rable in his Navigation ; to, faid he, how the gods approve of facriledge. It is no 
better that Ephraim here deals with the Almighty: Surely faith he, if God difliked 
my courfes fo much as the Prophet Would make beleeve,, 1 (hould not gather 
wealth as 1 do: but the world comes tumbling in upon me, therefore my wayes are 
good before God. This is an ordinary paralogifme, whereby wickpd worldlings 
deceive their own fouls ; hardning and heartning themfelves in their ilnfull pradi- 
fes, bccaufe they outwardly profper. But a painted face is no figne of a good com- 
, plexion. Seneca could fay. That it is tht grriateft unhappinefle to profper in evil. 

In all my labours , J fo he calleth his fraOddlerit arid violent pradifes, as making 
the beft of an ill matter. 

They ft all find no iniquity in me. J Though they< fearth as narrowly as Laban 
did into Jacobs fluff: W hat can they find--or prove by me ? Am I not able, either 
to hide mine ill-dealings, or to defend chem ? Gan they take the advantage of the 
Law againft me l Why then (hould I be tiles condemned arid cried Out of, as 1 am f 
Thus the rich man is wife in his own conceit- Prov. 28.11. and covetoufnefte is ne- * 
ver without its cloak, 1 Theft. 2. 5. which yet is too (hort to cover it from God* 
who is nor mocked with masks, or fed with fained words, whereof the covetous 
caitiff is lull, 2 Pet. 2.3. witneffe Ephraim here, with his pretences; of innocency. 

In all my labours , that is, mine ill-gotten goods; ( the 1 fruit of mine bard-arid ho- 
neft labour, faith he) they ft all find none iniquity,- no crimen ftellionatus, no craft 
or cruelty. 

That Were finne. J Piaculum irftet, th^t were a foul bufinefie: farrebe it from 
me to ftain my trading, or burden my confcience with any fuch mjfdCed. I would 
you (hould know, I am as (hie of finne as another: neither would I be taken trip-; 
ping for any good. Thus men riotorioufiy guilty, may yet give good words, yea 
largely -profeffe what they are guilty o£ to be an aboffliriable thirigi 1 And-this is a 

Cure 


u?4 zAn Expofition on Chap.ij, 

fure figne of a profane and cauterized confcience, of an heart that being firft tur¬ 
ned into earth and mud, doth afterwards freez and congeal into fteel and ada¬ 
mant. 

Verfe 9. And I that am thy Lord God from the land of Egypt This feemeth to be 
interlaced for the comfort of the better fort, that trembled at the former rhreat- 
nings: for as in a family, if the dogs be beaten, the children will be apt to cry ; fo 
is it in Gods houfe. Hence be is carefull to take out the precious from the vile, and 
telleth them* chat he hath not caft off his people whom he foreknew •• but would 
furely obfervehis ancient covenant, made even in the land of Egypt toward his 
fpirituall lfrael 

I will jet make them to dwell in tabernacles , &c. ^ i. e. I will deliver my Church 
from the fpiritual Egypt: and make her to paffe thorow the wilderneffeof the 
Diodme. world, in particular Churches, afpiring coward the heavenly Canaan: even as my 
people dwelt in . Tents in the wilderneffe, the remembrance whereof is celebrated 
in the feafl of Tabernacles, Lev. 23.43. Sc cZach. 14; 16. with the Note. 

Verfe 10. I have atfo fpoken by the prophets And not fuffered you to walk in 
"fay ao 10. Y our own wa Y es > as did all other Nations, Alls 14. 16. The 1/nniftery is a Angular 
" J 3 * mercy, hoever now vilipended. 

and J have multipliea vifions ,] whereby I have difeovered thy prefent fins, and 
imminent dangers, though thou haft faid. They (hall linde none iniquity in me,&c. 
The wit of MammoniftS will better ferve them to palliate and plead for their atlc- 
&nm delilhtm^ their beloved finne, then their pride will fuffer them once to con- 
feffe and forfake it, though never fo plainly and plentifully fee forth unto them. 
and ujed fimi lit tides by the mini fiery of the prophets, J Heb. by the hand } which 
cfjavtv is the inftrument of inftruments, faith the Philosopher: fo is the miniftery of the, 
*{ydvav. word, for the good of fouls. It is called a hand, becaufe it fets upon mens fouls with 

the ftrength of God, and a certain vehemency. Did not my word lay hold upon 
your fathers ? Zach. 1 ,6. See the Note there. It is faid^ Luke 5. 17. that as Cbrift 
was teaching, the powerof the Lord was prefent, &c. The Gofpel of thrift is the 
power of God, Rom.i. 16.> It is his mighty arm, E/ay 53. 1. Now it wasordinary 
with the Prophets to ufe fimilitudes, as Efay 5. 1. E-w*,. 16. 3. which is an excel¬ 
lent way of preaching and prevailing: as that which doth noth notably illuftrate the' 
truth, and infinuate into mens affections. GaUatim Cnracaolm , an Italian Mar¬ 
quette, and Nephew to Pope P« H l thefrft, was converted by Peter Martyr reading 
on 1 Corinth, and ufing an apt fimilitude. Minifters muft turn themfelves into all? 
formes and fhapes, both of fpirit and of fpeech for the reaching of their hearers > 
hearts; they muft come unto them in the moft woing, winning, and convincing 
way that may be. Onely in ufing of Similies , they muft, 1. firing them from 
things known and familiar, things chat their hearers are moft acquainted with, and 
aecuftomed to. 1 hus the Prophets draw comparifons from fifties to the Egyptians, 
vineyards to the Jews, droves of cattle to the Arabians, trade and traffique to the 
Egyptians. And thus that great Apoftle, 1 Cor. 9 24. fetcheth Similies from run¬ 
ners, and wrcftlers, exercifes that they were well acquainted with in the ljthmian 
Games, inftituted by Thejus , not far from their city. 2. Similies muft be very na¬ 
tural^ plain, and proper. 3. They muft not be too far urged : we muft not 
Canton it in ufing them.- and let it beremembred, that chough they much illuftrate 
a truth, yet Theelogia parabolica nihil probat. There are interpreters of good 
note, that read this whole ver/e in the future tenfe; and make a continuation of 
that promife in the verje afore. 3 will Jpeak by the Prophets, fc. in rhe da^softhe . 
Gofpel, when great was the company of thofe that oublifhed it, PJ«l. 6S. 11 .1 mil 
multiply vifons : See this fulfilled, APIs 2.17. with Joel 2.2%. I */// njc jin.ihtudes, 
teach in parables, and illuftrate therewith grave fentences and doftrines, asChrift 
and his Apoftles did, and as the beft Preachers ftill do, that they may thereby fet 
forth things to the Ufe, and make them as plain, as if written with the Sun¬ 
beams. 


Ferfe 11. Is there iniquity in Gilead What in Gilead, a city of Priefts? (See 
chap- 6.ver. 8. with the Note) yea Gilead is a city of thofe that work iniquity, a 
a*ry Poneropolu . a place of naughty-packs, chap. 4. 15. Now there is notaworfe 
creature on earth, then a wicked Pricft, nor a worfe place then a wicked Gilead % 

The. 


Cwapjuv tkePeopliQQpitf sBgfea. 

The Hebievfchath-ii thus;, Is Gilead Or gnfd<$iers. 

Surely it it-fa. C<jpfer.,J/scfc .1... 5, 

it was the .plaguieft plaice in the worldlfor. fppqrft^^v.Qpr.Uqiv^fitl^.w^'iqjip, * J 

rimes of Popeey, and; began to.he fo again, a, 

imqmtas, ptofeftb vanitat font, they were grown fo incorrigibly "flagitious, ,t.(iat 

they feemed eo beasit were,tcansformed.jntb finges image- -- Som^ren4 > ep > the. j'exc 

thus; If then iniquity iwGskad ? Arctjhefl mtly\ VAfitJ ipQil&fih $ey z f*t;rfif$. 

bullocks, i&e. and iet thisfenee upon iu.dWfotf? tfonfcyqp,thecbpfo. 

beyond the river q? Jordan, whom TiglathPilefen, >^ed ai)d kjd^fltiy^, ‘.thar 

they-onely were guilty of idolatry, aniyputtoti .berta^.you rewain ^ome^upr, 

touched of fhe^j/JW.^Nay* faith He;:«he very en^eejpiq.^^gpu^ey;^ Jun & Tn 

gal itfelf, fo.abounderii with idolatryj.that it is pot^/b^vht^rbiAt in rfiprefo .1 

of the parts*?-the kingdom theirajtare; areas* ptofctfs fwmwshfr& 

is to fay, innumerable. Some think this . ..>£ 

rows of the field ( or of my. field*, whereof I arti-chief T9rd,and whe^ip.^ fop#! 0 .. 

have ferved me, and nor idols ) hath gefeqence to fo|n|? fopcrftiri,ouswsy of tfoix£- 

offeeking Gbd,by ereding altarsravhB fiurrpws T forTheTjfri^i%ing pf their fjei^c, 

the Heathen did fo to their Dij Terminates : and the Papifts ftill do fo in th^ftw. 

lemn Proceifions, ere<ftiog 'croffes apd crucifixes in the bouuds ofvthefofteWs, ^na 

thereby thinking to get atltfiTing on their -com antL.pafturcs- nn c^ fl ^ 

here, that God in the old Tdftament wouldtibetefotehaye but ontfAhiVi wherepp, 

to offer facrifiee, and tbac to be at jerufelejn ionefoij; to teach thw thaP^fohfr 

the Anti-cype of all their fecrifrces, fripnkl once bioffered up upon thq aftarqf his 

Croffe, aW>j>iciatlon- ftw4Jbe»r.finn^.-,tt5i.^^p. Thif Ak^'he aifo ap^ 

pointed to b^'in the Temple,, chat the/l'acrificersimigbtihafeey^ tho-gra^oq? ppcfeocc . 0 . 

of God with'them, and might wcnrftriphifoinfpurittlndTft'^piih.:.,^^^.:.. ,^ ; Jf> 

Vcrfe V 2 .- And f^cob fit dipt 0 thecoMnirey of Syri^^ncokfxn glory, 

wasa^poor -forlorne fugitive, glad to .jmnpc forhisiLfe; -fljddcotakeh^drPtvfopfos 
livelyhood^. Gen^ 28 & 29. theywercihound by , riiCiI^w to p^ak?4iPftf^ffi'OUof, 

ever when they offered thleir basketuif iiirft-frutrij mid tq fey, J^ri^reqdj tl - 
perifh was my fatter, &C-- Dftts. 26. ^ char, CQhfijdmring/thc wifttnn^ pf thdy 
original, they might not bo^ff of tfreir ancoftry 3 brig Wagoifi^ Godsjfe^race m 
their prefent en^yments-p and fe-y os cbiic noble fkthfiitiM 

m che middeftot all his ci-itimph*, fromih«w groatapd mi T 

fery, to wh^t great hleffednefteand glory ace we exalted,?.- King would 

be ferved in earthen veftel^ to rmnd hini:of his fothor^ who ^^^oorpotier; 

Willigis Arch biftiQp of Mates, Attna ioj lviheing i Wheel-vvrjgW^fopne, hfh^d 
wheels, and wheel-wrights-tools tounditiour faisbcd-^h^b^,..andiqn(ieS,^ot ip 
' CapiwW Letters, Wtiligis'fM&gir r^cole unde vdfteri^. Rwfaetnbfflr tbiaciQriginall. VacMteii 
How low mid mean wer brftt of. ebi$ Nattoh at fiuft 2 .ErfUn ggpifteth kbw-trtoured, - 

fi- with woid'3• Hence ourriiamc Biiudns; 11 -This,iwa£ their ffoo ^o$(iing: their - . 

food was barks of trees and'- root®. - IHWcJtfbd f?iBb;!j<jhjttKfomc olft-mmS. ikmew; 
who told of times in England^ , that iifi*6hcgqqd-nnan,of,tfae homfe ' -v 

or a ftock-bkdi' and a fadLqf chaffetordfthisfreadion^.hcxholiahtaswS . 

fedg’d aii chetord of the Tpwn: .for ordiharily,' they lay upon,ftraWrSlej&QQVfr 
rdd with carrivafe,- and around log undei-jfiair heads mftca^dof a bftlffer Mlhey 
pillows were fifortely for w<^nUa<cbikfci^ fariipe^ Ko&fejtkj^ 

fare to find Toftf-pieces of iPewter; andjit*v« aieebuntedagreat«iattcr riiat a,far s 
mer ftiould fhe'w five fhiUfogs, ora nobfedogetljectri filYer 1 , &e. Thfireare diat 
render theTe^t thus; TbUher.fled faqafctwelf th, e*4*t*aj r of [S}ri * 4 tfwlfaef 
hadferzed for a f>ife s and f^ia.ieifihadi-diepe, jheef.^ Liu- v • >i datrivV -v^ 

' . ^ er , a /° ty*-Erophet ■did'fekoVah'bndgpp 

? C J. fo^dasi.afanftutrynnto when bailed 

In Gdgal alio God by y<?/^4^rtn«Wed'ws iCpv*na^ J^tJi voUr fadjeiilij^ftrifibp 

k- - c [ uc ° r ^ ^Sy^j by cheffr^d of ^fA^nd r r£4r«»u ^Aiion;iblp 

thing therefore it is, if weH 'Cp^de^rthai ehefq tisrolplafetis (lwnWtoosfehe fo 
pttred with idolatry,- and be&smc the ntil-ceriesolf cvdp'juJhkh.lurretqfee wese.thc 
means of fo great comfort ed Gods people. T-hu* fumm^E^anns^ md others, A 
Witty lnceprctation, but tocwbac .. . 
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Ghap.u. 


And Ifrael ferved for a Wife, ] He had nothing to endow her with, he would 
- therefore cam her with his hard labour: wherein he (hewed Angular humility, p a . 
dace, meekneffe, waiting'upon Gods providence: none of all which grates were 
found in his degenerate pofterity, who yet prided chemfelvcs in . their father 
lacob. ■ ! -* ; 

And for a wife he kept fteep. ] y. d. Jacob, that he might obey his father, was. 
eontent to fervebis Unde j and to fafler a great deal of wrong from him : but ye 
refufc to ferve me though a liberal! Lord, a bountifoll Benefa&our. He held clofe to 
me in that hat'd Tcrvice: but you abufing your liberty, enflave your feives to falfe 
gods* He in his mifery kept his confidence- of the blcffing: but you in your pro- 
r . fperity, caft it clean away; &c. Luther upon this Text fpeaketh much about the 
mm pco per- blcffing of a good wife, ( a commodity that cannot be too dear bough t ) and the 
pemrixan. plague of a fcold that is alwayes ray ling and. wrangling. The Heathen well faith, 
that every man when he marrieth, bringeth either a good, or an evil fpirit into hisj 
? houfe* and fo maketh it either an heaven or an hell. Pareus well obferveth here 
the great ufc of Hiftories and holy examples, according tO'Rem. 15.4. Plato thinks 
In ctthlt t * iat comes dkf'disxhnutfirt of (tapping the flux of errours and enor-> 

mines. • 

' Verfe 13. And by a Prophet >t be Lord brought J/rael out of Egypt, ] By Mofes 
that Prophet, by an excellencie: as Arifiotle is called the Philofopher, Tnil) the 
Or at our, Paul the Apoftle, Calvin, the moft learned Interpreter,&.c. Mofes was 
a famous Prophet indeed, and a Type of Chrift. Confer Dent. 18.15,18. and 
34.10,11,12. APIs 3.12. and 7. 35, 36, 37,38. Theodoret calletb him the great 
4 t 1 Ocean of Divinity. Bellarmin , Gods ffeciall favorite, then whom Antiquity had 

’fivayir. nihilfapientius, fan&ius, mtiuj, none more wife, meek, and holy : indeed, titles 

of honour are not worthy of him. Howbeit hcxvas but a mean man at firft, Exoi. 
4, 30. be took his wife and his fonne and fet them upon an afle ; that was the belt, 
and the onefy bead that he had, for ought we read. It was not very likely that fo 
poor a Prophet (hould do To great a deed. But God loves to help his people with 
a little help, Dan. 1 1.34. that through weaker means, his greater ftrengch may ap-‘ 
pear. His end here may feem to be the fame as before, infecting forth Jacobs mean- 
tieflc, to take down the haugheinefle of the people, proud of their Founders and 
forefathers. A Prophet he is purpofely called,and his name concealed, 1. To (hew, 
that the wrirk was done not by might nor by power, but by Gods Spirit, Zech. 4. i 
2. To (hew What God will do for his people by the prayers and for the fake of his 
Prophets, when they are moft (hiftlefle and hopelefte. 3. To let this unworthy 
people fee how much God had done for them once by a Prophet, how little foevtr 
now they fetby fuch. This is Cynw obfervacion.' j 

MxenlTerttnt V ‘ r f e *d' Ephraim hath provoked him to anger, moft bitterly, J Heb. Kith bitter - 
txfuidjptnt * e f“> ° f »”tobittcr diffleafure, or With bitter things, that is, finnesthat imbiber 
)*&** mo Gods Spirit and put thunder-boks into his bands. As a. Bee flings not till provo- 
fiuvitatem. ked. To neither doth God punifti, till there be no remedy, 2 Chro 36. 16. If 

. Ephraim will provoke him to anger, ( which he will not dare to do to his land-lord) 

tJMnamv. jf h e will put it to the trial!,; whether God can be angry, as thofe did; Heb. 3.$. he 
(hall know the power of hie wrath , Pfal. 90.11. he (hall feel, to his'forrow, that it 
is an evil thing and bitter, that he hath forfaken the Lord, and that his fear is not 
in them,2.19. there tyill be bitternefle in the end, Principinm duke eft, fed fnh 
amoris amarus. Amor amaror. Luff is aliei, as Amnon proved. Her end is bitter as 
wormwood,' though her lips drop as an honey-combe, faith Solomon of finfull plea- 
fure/ Prov> $ 3 - It is like; Jonathans honey, or Efatis pottage, or Indus his thirty 
pence, which he would gladly have been rid of, but could not. thofe that pro¬ 
voke God (hall one day hear. Do ye provoke me to.angtt t Are )e ftrongerthen I? 
they (hall be taught to meddle with their match, and not to contend with him that 
is mightier then they, E-cclef. 6. 10. they (hall cry out in the bitcerndle of their 
fouls, as Lam. 3.15. He hath filled me With bitterneffei, he hath made me drnnk^with 
wormwood. And God (hall reply, as Jer. 4,18. 1 % way and thy doings have pro¬ 
cured thefe things unto thee-, and this is thy wickedneffi;, becaufe it is bitter. 

therefore fbalt he leave hit blood npon him ,} God (hall bring upon him deferved 
deftruftion ; he (hall bring him into the fire, and leave him there, ExaL 22.20. 

the 


MxenfitTMnt 
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poBoremto 

faavhatem. 


Chap.15. the Prophecieoftfofea.. 

the guilt of his finne (hall remain upon his foul, and then puniffiroeht cannot bee 
far off- See Ez.tk. 24- 7 » ?•' with'«&*[>. * 83 1.3. Jbjh.z^ Or,-the enemy (hall ieave 
him all bloody. ' ♦ :i nv. - vi.-b 

and his reproach Jhall hie Lord return unto him.fj HuLord± nOXXii&Affyrtan,' as 

forne fence it, but his Liege Lord (whom he.hath>reproached,".by’changing his 
glory into the fimilitude of a calf, and other corruptible things.) (hall cry quittance j 
with him, as verfe z. caft utter contempt upon hun^i accordingto ijSam.z. 30. and 
make him know that he is bn Lord. . . '•» • 


C H A P. XIIL 


Verfe I. ^ XjHen Ephraim fpake tremblingOr, there Was trembling, as there 
V V is among the beads of the field, whenithe Lion roareth. Ephraim 
whiles innocent of cHe great offence, fpake with auiioricy, and none durfl budge 
againlf him : for he had great power in his hand..- Now, as the Pliijofoghef told 
Adrian the Bmperour, who challenged- him to dilpute ; Difficile, eft ei contnldiccre 
, potijt«qua Cr igni interdicere : vel adverfus cribere,, efuipoteft proferibere.- 

It is dangerous medling with the. Lions beard. . N&dchadne.^xsirs Majefty was fuch, 
that ail people, nations, and languages trembled and feared before.him, Dan.%.i0. 
wherefoever hrs commands or armies came, there were very great heart-quakes and 
concullions of fpirit. Where the word of a king is, there is? power and who may 
fay unto him, What doft thou s EcclefZ. 4. Job was no king: and yet whiles hee . 
was Jobab, that is, in a profperqus condition. The young ^menfaw him, and hid Genafa*. 
themTelves: the nobles held their peace, arid their tongue cleaved to the roof of their * ’. T 
mouth, job 19. 8,10 The people feared Jofhnah fchap. 4/14.4) as thoy feared 
Mofes, all the dayes of his life: for why ? the Lord had magnified, him in the fight 
, of all Ifrael. Naturall confcience cannot but ftoop to the image,of Godinwhom- 
foever. When Ephratm was firft in the Throne, he/became formidable: but when 
hUfell openly from God, he grew feeble: firft he was a terrour, and then a [corn. 

But when he offended tn Baal, he died. ] When by Jezabel ( who did all under 
her husband, (he was King, and he Queen) Baal-wor(hip was brought in, then 
Ephraim fell from his dignity : then every paltry adverfary trampled upon him, as 
the Hare will do upon a dead Lion.See hovfr BenhadadmfuXtz&oveiz Ahab,\King.zo. 

Thy filver and thy gold is mine, thy wives alfo and thy children, even the goodlieft 
are mine. And the king of Ifrael anfwered and faid. My Lord, O king,, according 
to thy faying, I am thine, and all that / have. Look how; the worried Currc Tails . - 

, upon his back, and holds up all four, as craving quarter: fo did this fordid Idolater, 
glad to crouch to his enemy •• when God was departed from him j he was even as 
» dead carcaiTe. 

Marti vie inns jam mag is atque magis. . 

He that departeth from God ( who is his life ) by an evil heart of unbelief, fubieft- nek, a. 
eth himfclf to all forts of deaths, Naourall, Civil, Spiritual!, and Eternall./, ’ 

V 2 . And noW they finne more and mere, ^ Heb. TJhtj adde to fittne : God in 
I»s juft judgement hath given them up unto hardneffe of minde, and to their hearts 
Juft; chat lor all this fudden change, they repent not, but run more and more into 
Idolatry. Not content to worftiip Baal, and fuch Heathen-Deities, They make 
them molten images of their filver , ] they laid their monies together, to make 
the golden-calves, or filver-ftirines, as APIs 19.24. and other idolatrous .trinkets: 
they lavifhed filver out of the bag, and were at no frnall charge. They multiplied 
their altars, chap, 1 o. and abufed Gods gold and filver to rnyfricall adultery, chap.i. 

All this they did Now, faith the Text: moft unfeafonably, and as ic were in flat 
oppoficion to God; after he bad fought to reclaim them both.by counfels, and cor- 
reftions, and had harig'd Ahab and his houfe up in gibbets, as it were, before therm 
for their admonition. Surely it is a juft both prefage and defer* of ruine, not to.hw 
warned. See chap .7,1 with the Note,. • . 

And 



%An Expojition on 


And idols according to their oWn under (landing, ] i. e. accord ing to their own 
inventions, motu fuoproprio i forfcktng the Rule of the Word, they will needs be 
fthollers to their own Reafon, thoughthpy arefure to have a fool to tlirir M^fter 
Piov. 3.5. That’s a good,laying of Solomon, Trufi in the Lord with dll thy heart, and lean not 
unto thine o\x>n u/ider(landing in matters of Gods worfhip efpecially ; for there 
CdvAnlat" Dens damnat cjuicc/uid arriiet judtcio hominum vel rationi that which is highly 
efteemed amongft men, is abomination in the fight of God, Luke 16. 15. 5 y 

all of it the work, °f the craftfmen, ] And {hould men worfhip the work of their 
own hands ? what can be imagined more irrationall and fottilh ? But it-is a mofi; 
Rorn.1.27. righteous recommence of their errotir. See E/ay zg- 13,14- God doth blinde and 
blaft fuch, cau ling their madneffe to appear, to all', -and that they are men com pad of 
nicer incongruities, folarcifing ip opinion, fpeeches, adions, all: nothin* is more 
irrationall then irrekgion. _ a 

they fay of it. Let the men that Jacrifice k*jffe the calves. Q They, that is, the king 
arid his counfeilours, 6r the idolatrous priefts by their appointment. Thefe were 
aftive to invite, and incite men to partake of thofe idolatrous fervices. Should we 
be Idle diligent in calling upon others to hffe the Son, with a kifie of love and ho¬ 
mage ? ftiould we not be as ferious and fedulous in building flair-cafes for heaven 
as the wicked are in digging dJflBnts to hell ? * 

krfe the calves . ] That chWuftome of killing in divine worlhip wasufed in all 
Nations, is evident. They kiflfed either the idols mouth, or their own hand (where 
the idoll flood on high, fo that they could not come at it) in token of homage. See 
Adame eH 1 K !”$: 8 * 1 * f 1 ' Z J: S ? C after the example of Diode fan ) the Pope holds 

<pufi applicate forth his foot to be killed by the greateft Potentates: whiles he futeth as God in 
tmmados. the Temple of God,&c. ’ 

Verfe 3. Therefore^ they >/baU be as the morning cloud, J They fhall vanilh and 
come to nothing: the morning cloud irradiated by the * un, feems very gay at firi, 
but is foon difpellcd by it, the dew lies very lovely upon the graffe, and leems to im- 
pearl it: but is Toon dried up. See chap,6. 4. The chaff lies hollow and high, but 
is foon difperft before a whirlwind. See PfaL 35. 5. Dan. 2. 35. Pfal, 1. «..The 
fmokcrowls out of the chimney, as if it were fome folid fobftance, and would mi# 
the whole heavens, but is patently fcattcred.; Evaporat & evane/cit, the highlit 
afccndech , theToonerit vanilheth. See here how that is verified chap. 12, io. I 
have ufed fimilitudes by the miniflery of my Prophets, ( four in a breach wee have 
here ) and be hereby advertifeck* 1. Of mans weaknefTe. 2. Of Gods power. 
3. Of thefmtcnefleof Epbramts enfuing mifery. 4. The feverity of Gods dea.. 
_.« egr4W ,n S Wlt , h ^o^ters, he will leave no figne nor remaine of them: he will utterly re- 
" 1 . 0ve (hem as a man takes away dung t,II ,c be gone, i Ki.g. ,4. ,p. SU ,Lfi 
gloria mundt. Life it le!f is but a ihadow, a dream, yea a dream of a fhadow, M 
144.4. profit, an uncertainty, i Tim. 6. 17. pleafure, a fpirt, honour a blafl. 
pomp a phancy, AH. zy 23. the whole world a Jcheme, or notion that hathno- 
iCor-sai f. h,r \ ,n,cof any firmnefle, or folid confiftency. Why then (hould wicked world- 
1 Cor t* 31. hngs brag, and look fo big ? ? Why {hould the Saints be afferted either with it’sal- 
lurements, or affrightments, and not cry out with that heroicall Lather Contempt*! 
efi a me Romanies & favor &f H ror, I care neither for Romes favour, nor fury • I am 
neither fond of the one, nor afraid of the other, for all is but fawns alt funis 
vanity and vexation ? J 

Verfe 4. Tet I am the Lord thy God, &c. ]Yet for all the forrow: andthough, 

I thus threaten thee: for ft nee I fpake agamftthee, 1 do earneftly remember thee 
ftill,&c. fer. 31.20. It is eafie toobferve, all along this Chapter, an interchange 
of menaces and mercies, as m the preceding . erfe and this . fo verfe 8. and 9. verfe 
13. and 14 - verfe 16,. and chap. 14, 1. to (hew how foon the Lord repents him of 
the evil, and how ready to {hew mercy to the worft that return. If men could but 
finde a penitent heart he would eafily finde a pitying heart: like as David would 
have been friends with e^bfalom after all the unkindnefie, would he have been but 
better at laft. To reduce Ephraim it was, that this Chapter, like checquer-work, is 
made up of promifesand threatnings; that the tartneffe of the one might make 
him the better to tafte the fweetnefTe of the other. 

Tet Um the Lord thy God from the land of Egypt J See the Note on Chap. 12 .9. 

He 
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He was their God before, Gen. 17. 7. but then he mainly manifefted him (elf fo to 
be, when he brought them thence with a ftrong hand, and fo declared birofrlfto 
be Jehovah, Exod. 6. 2. yea I am ready to (hew thee the like mercy ftilb. for I 
remember (faith he) the kindneffe of thy youth, the love of thine efpoufals, 
when thou wenteft after me in the wildernefle, in a land that was not fow.cn, 

Jcr. 2.2. 

and thou /halt k>to\v no God but me t ] i. e. Effeftuaily acknowledge,wor(hip,fervc, 
love, none fave me, Dcut. 13.2. Gal. 4. 9. Thou (halt experience none other: it is 
a bldfcd thing to be ignorant of falfe-worfhip; and not to be infighted into, or 
varied in the depths of Satan, Rev. 2. 24. 1 hou fhalt not enquire how thefe Nati¬ 
ons worfhipped their gods, Deut.iz.zo. Aha*, got hurt by feeing the Altar at Da - 
tna/cus: Many that will needs fee the Popilh-fervice, are enfnared thereby. 

for there if r.o Saviour be(ide me .[ This is a Title that God much glorieth in. See 
E/ay 60. 16. and <53. 1. AH. 5. 31. and wc (hould go oft to him in this Name, as 
Jcr. 14. 8. fith he is able to (a\ethemto the utmofr that come unto him, Heb. 7. 25. , , ^ 

to fave them perpetually, and perfectly. He is a foie Saviour, a thorow Saviour, a 
Saviour in folidumi and doth not his work to the halves, as Papifts make it.. How 
blafphemous is that direction of theirs to dying men, to fay, Joyn, Lord, mine 
obedience with thofe things which Chrifb fuffered for me, &c. 

Verfe 5. I knew thee »« the wilderneffe, in a place of great drought Tn terra 
torridtffrma , where I gave thee pluviatn efcatiltm Cr pet ram aqua t item as Tertul- Tert. depart ■ 
lian phrafeth it, where I gave thee bread from heaven, fet the flint abroach, kept tntia. 
thy clothes whole and fic ? kept back thine enemies, led thee by a pillar of cloud, Hkl.78.20,34 
fent thee in flelh at Even, and bread in the Morning, lerved thee as never Prince 
was lerved in his greateft pomp. And wilt thou yet kifle the calf, qui re nec fer- 
vat , nec fatiat , ut ego ? who neither faveth thee, nor fatisfieth thee, as I have 
done ? notfuffering thee to lack any thing, D cut. 2. 7 ? but crowning thee with 
loving kindneffe. and tender mercies: infomuch as Mo/es Hands amazed at it, 
and cries out, Happy art thou 0 J/rael! Veho u like unto thee , 0 people faved of the 
Lord, See. Dent. 3}. 29. 

Verfe 6. According to their pafture fo were they filled:'] Saturity bred fecurityj 
fulnelfe, forgctfulnelfc. This was a foul fault, and is much complained of. Dent. 

3». 13,14, &c. PA/,?S.io,ii, &c. God had brought them out of a pIaceofgrea£ ^$14.17. 

drought into large and fat paitures, a land flowing with milk and honey, where 

he filled their hearts with food and gladm-fe, where he fed them among the fillies, 

daily And daintily. But they, as if God had hired them to be wicked, bafely abu- 

fed his bounty to luxury, and having fulnefTe of bread, and abundance of idlenejfle, 

grew proud as Sodom, and out of meafurc finfull; forgetting God and his will, Ezccb.16.49. 

themfelves and their duties, and running out into all exceffeof riot, though they 

had been fairly warned, and commanded to the contrary. Dent. 8.10, &c. Their 

heart grew fat as grea/c , and became as a foul ftomach, which the more you fill it, 

1 the more yon (pill it : or like led horfes, they grew fierce and filthy, ?er. 5.7, 8. o-myov 
there was no hoe with them. See 34 16,18,20. Whiles they were in the wil- 
dernefle God knew them, yea he knew their fouls in adverfity ; They both knew j/jpp 0 c ***** 
God, and were known of him. But now, God neither knew them fo - much, nor 
they him : they lived not upon him nowi as once in the wildernefie ; but being Gal - 5 ’ 
filled , yea filled ( you have the word here twice together ) to note how they fell up¬ 
on thofe allowed delights, and even glutted themfelves, gorg'd rhemfelves, they 
flew upon them, as thofe in Sauls time did upon the fpoil of the Pbiliftines: they 
fed without /car, as thofe Pfeudo-Chriflians in fade ’’•erf. 12. they gormandized 
as thofe flefh-mongers afore the floud, more like beads then men, as the Greek 
word figmfieth, Luke 17.27. Ar.d hereupon their hearts were ixalted, ] P.iofperity 
and plenty will eafily i>iow upi'ach a blab as pride, in the beft hearts, if care be not 
taken to the contrary, as Agar knew, and therefore prayed, Give me a midiocrity, 
left / be full <md der.y, and proudly psk, Wh-nthe Lord ? and as Solomon felt, 
whofc wer.Sdi did him more hurt then his wildome did him good, Eccltf. 2. and Prov.30.9, 

Hcz.tki«h experimented to his cofr, Ejay 39. indeed of iehofaphap it is noted, 
iChron. 37. 3. that he walked in the frfr w.ito- of \).:vd bu father, (.for the truth 
is, Davids firll wayes were his beft wayys: neither was he ever fo good ?md tender. 
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as when he was bunted as a Partridge in the mountains) and of Pejpaftan itlTftoI 
I Vtfpafimtut ried, chat he was made the better man by being made Emperour : but he was a 

Z^rhZlr f' ,W > and bad , rciu f bls , ftll ° w 11 « cbe Property of profpemy to tumour the. 

fOu. ” cart: and ubi uber •, ibt tuber. See Pfal. 73. 3,6. & 1 Tim . 6. 17. they eac and 
are fwelled as being poyfoned with pride: they are are fatted, but it is for the 
flaughter. 

therefore have they forgotten me,J Non tam theoretice cyuam pratitce, they re-* 
member there is a God, but they honour him not as God: they forget their in- 
gagements to him, and through the pride of their countenance, they feek not after 
him, Pfal. 1 o. 4. they eonfider not their diftance, their dependance, &c. Now of 
all things God cannot abide to be forgotten, Efay 1.2,3. it is a fin that he can hard 
ly pardon, I tr. 5.7,&c. See the Note on chap. 8.14, 

Verfc 7. Therefore Will I be unto them as a lion , as a leopard, Crc. ] Thus ftiil 
God proccedeth to ufe fimilitudes by the miniftery of his Prophets, as he did before 
Ettod.19.4. He here compareth himfelf (who otherwhere is compared to an Eagle 

Dcflc.32.10, bearing her young upon her wings ; to a Hen hovering over chickens, to a father 
,1. therirtung his children &c ) to a lion, yea to an old lion, which taketh the pre» 
Mat.s3.37. but feldom, and therefore « more ravenous of it, when taken ; ( See chap 5 14,1 
to a leopard, or panther, that diligently obferveth by the way, and lieth in wait 
for his prey, and ufeth fubtilty, as not being fo fwift of foot: confer hr e 6 
rlin lib 10' To 8 Bcilr r , 0b o bcd «f Iher whelps, which are very dear to her. To any other crueli 
„p 5 , ’ creature, verfe 8. as the Tiger that flietb upon the very picture of a man, and tea- 

Sal.exerc. iech it, or if he cannot come at it, tearcth himfelf for anger. Neither is it for 
cc8. nothing ( faith Rivet ) that God compareth himfelf here to ail thefe together • but 

to (hew that there was no hope of efcape, neither could he that had avoided one 
danger, be lafe from another. So dreadfuil a thing is it to fall into ithe punching 
hands of the living God. Oh eonfider this ye that forget God : leafl he tear you 
in pieces, and there be none to deliver you. 3 

Verfe 8. 1 will meet them as a Bear bereaved of her whelps, J Sure it hie oratio 
The Bear is more crueli then the Lion ; for the Lion is faid to Jpare the proftrate* 
but the Bear falleth foul upon all, yea upon dead carcaffes. See Amos s o and 
confer z Sam i 7 .$Prov. j 7 . , 2 . See alfo what work the two Bears made upon 
the two and fourty children, 2 King. 2. ^ 

and Will rent the caul of their heart, 3 The pericardium , that fat heart of theirs 
verfe 6. that hoof upon their hearts which the word could not merce thorow tha! 
filthy fore-skin that grew to their uncircumciled hearts. J 

there will I devour them like a lionftj Once more like a lion, ut immanis lee for 

K| 0rd / n °i r l! e / am u 35 be *? re ’ ? * ! i0 ”> thac is > in heart > and that loves to fuck 
^ ^ the blood, and the fat that is about the heart. There will I devour them that is in 
their cities, and houfes, where they hold themfelves fafeft: as the lions dealt by 
thole mongrell-Colomes that made a mixture of religions 1 K*W 17 ny 

thcwildhcafi Ml tear .la.,] when they but ftirre any where abroad ■ forint 
there (hall be no fafety, no peace to him that goes out, or to him that commeth in 
zCbron.i^.f. but * 

- crudelis ubique 

Latins, ubiejue pavor, <Sr plurima mortis image. 

Let us therefore have grace, whereby We may ferve God with reverence and redly 
fear: for even our God ( and not the God of the Jews onely ) u a con fuming fe, 
„ , - u u‘° n ’ lsafunous Leopard, a raging Bear: yea put all the dread- \ 

Hcb. 12.28,39 fulnefleof all the creatures in the world together, it is all to be found in the wrath 
of God, even the qu.ntefTence of all. Hence that of the Pfalmift, yyhoknoweth 
the power of thne anger} even according to thy fear,fo is ,hy wrath, Pfal. 90. ll. 
as whofhould fay. Let a man fear thy difpleafure never fomuch, he isfuretofed 

SrS i° nCe bC fa,i ,Dt0 i b V fin S ers ‘ Now a ftarfiA man can fancy 
aft and terrible fears, as ramping lions, ravenous leopards, fire, fword, racks, 
fcalding lead, burning pitch, running bell-mettle, all this in extremity, and that to 

ceivcableMd “ni^rmLkwrftho" Zodf™' ** — 
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Verje 9. O 1 frael thou haft deftroyed thy (elf, Heb. He, or. If hath marred thee; 

O ifracl : tlut is, cither thy lin of felf-exaltation, and forgetfulneffe of me,, as 
verje 6. Or thy King, in whom thou rruftedil, as verje 10. Or thy Calf, whom thou 
worfhippedrt,'hath Been the caufeof thy confufion, Orrhyfained comforts, , as Con g oIaljo 
Abcn-hvsa will have it j thy Toothing up thy felf in finflill pradifes. Or, One bath fiziitia. 
deftroyed tl.ee : Or, Somewhat hath undone thee, but not without thee.. Whatever 
it is that hath done ir, it is not I, what hard thoughts foevier thou mayeft have 
of me becaufe i appear thus dreadfuil. to thee, as in the former verfe. Fury is not- 
in me] but thou mayeft thank thy felf, and fault thy finne as the mother of thy 2 ~ c7 „ e ’ 71t . 
mifery, as the caufeof thy calamity ; thou haft deftroyed thy felf, and chine own 
heart may fay to thee, as the heart of Apollodorus Teemed in a dream, to fay to «re? (A&v 
I him, when lie was tortured by the Scythians-, ]t is I that have drawn thee to all 
this.’ It is the obfervation of a great Politian • England is a mighty Animal, which- 
} can never die except it kill it felf. Anfwerabie whereunto was thc.fpeechof the E y a<n ' t . 
I.ord Rich, to the juftices in the reigne of Edward 6. Never:forraignc power could ’rx'Tuv ana. 
yet hurt, or in any part prevail in this Realm, but by difobedience, and miforder 
among ourfelves: that is the way wherewith .God; will plague us, if hemindeio ] p r ™£ Sm f 
punifti us, &c. We ufe to fay, No man is hurt but by himfelf: Te.have not injured: ' P ‘ 

me at at !, faith S. Paul to the Galathians : you cannot do it, unleffe 1 ;will. The devil Alls fc Mon. 
can do nothing at us, if we give not way co him. And though there weie no dev.il, f°l- u86. 
yet our corrupt Nature would aeft Satans part againit it felf; it would have a liipply.: GaI - 2 - 
of wickednelfe ( as a ferpent hath of poyfon J from ir felf ; ithach a fpringof its 
- own to feed it. Nemo igitttr fibi palpct de fm : quifque jibt Satan eft, faith an An¬ 
cient. And it was no ill wilhof him, tha.t begged of God, to deliver him from .T)omine,libtra 
, that naughty man, Htmfelf: for he knew, that as in that firft Chaos, Gen. i. 2. were mal °. 
the feeds of all creaturesfo in mans heart, of all finne?, and miferies that follow, w&fgtu+f . 
thereupon. God made man upright: but they have fought out many inventions, Eccjefi : . 

7 . 29. many (Lifts and (harking trick*. Sinne and ((lifting came into the woddit-o^- •’ 
gether, Gen. 3.12. The woman whom thou gave ft me,die. God muft bear the blame 
of Adams' dn : fo muft his Decree of Reprobation, ftiil be alledged.as the caufe of 
mans perdition. But this covering is too fliort: for no man is deftroyed becaule 
, fie is reprobated, butbecaufe he is a (inner : neither are any damned becaufethey 
cannot do better, but becaufe they will do no beEter. If there were.no will, there- 
would be no hell: and this indeed will be the very hell of hell, that they have been : Ceffet Iolanta* 
felf-deftrovers. The worme ofconfcicncc f*fay Divines )• that never-dying worme, froj>ria,i(y nori' 
• is nothing elfc but a continuall remorfe, and furious refleftlon .of the foul upon it’s ■ fr " inftrmit; . 
own willfull folly, and now wofull mifery. 

but in me is thy help. ] Heb. In me, in thy help, t^iat is, ( faith Drujius ) I am 
in thy help, and thy help is in me : whatfoever help thou haft, I am in it. We can 
eafily undo our felves; as a childe can eafily break a glalfe, .that all the men in.the 
countrey cannot piece up again. But God both can and will help his, though,ne„yer 
fo (Battered : and repair that image of his, loft in Adam ? that One that deftroyed 
Ifrael. Lord, faith Auguftine, Ego admiji unde tu damnare potes me : jed tu non 
, ami ft ft i undc'jalvare potes me : that is, I have done enough to undo my felf for ever, 
but with tbee there i9 enough for my fafety here, and falvation hereafter. God as 
he both can and will help his, that cry. Give us help from trouble; for vain is the 
help of man : fo he will then chicfely do it, when they feem to themfelves and others, ■ 
to be in an undone condition. Thou haft deftroyed thy felf, in me is thy help : His akoo.ij, 
holy hand is referved for a dead lift. ■ ■ : 

Verfe 10. / will be thy king, [] Thine eternall king,, fo Pag nine.. As I have been 
thy Prophet, verfe 4. 5. fo I will be thy king ; I will alfo be thy Prieft, .and thy Re¬ 
deemer, verje 14, that fo thou mayeft hear my voice, fubmit to my feepter, and ap¬ 
ply my death for thy deliverance from deaths domihion. Or, I will be thy k}»g, and 
not be born down by thy boyfteroufnefle, who calleft for another king,. and repi- 
neft againft my righteous regiment. . Thou wouldft caft off mine authority, but I 
will maintain it. The Lord is king, be the people never fo unquiet, Pfaj 99 * I. he 
will raigne over rebels in fpite of their hearts: and thofe that will not be his fubjd&s, 
his Willing people , (hall be his (laves, his footftool. The Geneva Bible reads it;thqs^.p fa j ||O I ^ 

I am : fVhere is the King that jbould help thee in all thy cities ? 1 R. Abcn-Ez>rQ.,. 
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Calvin, Oecolampadius , and others go the fame way : onely they renderiTT^r 
Will be one and the fame ( according to that name of mine, I that I am r °'J 
3.14. and before Abraham was, I am, I oh. 8. 58.) though you be off and on with 
me, though you change often, yet lam Jehovah, 1 change not. I will be- wh 
will he be? The fame that 1 faid, I would be, thy Saviour, thine Helper - <>? 
will be a ftander-by, to fee what will become of thee, and how thy king ( i n w hL 
thou trufteft ) will help thee: this laft is R. Solomon farchs's interprefacon p ^ 
rem will have it run thus, I will be, what? 4 lion, a leopard, * W& c anJn!' 
thing (hall alter my refolution. * nc * no * 

Where it any other that may fane thee in all thy cities : 1 Thou faveft ( but th, 
are but vain words) I have counfell, and ftrength forwarrei I have a Kino 3 
Princes, and ftrong cities. Butalaffe, where are they ? Let them encreafe th^ 
Array,andcomeforthashe once faid, Judg. 9 .a 9 . VH eft Rex tuZTlZZ 
nmcjcroit te,Stc. Where,s the king ? inhere it he ? let hi m not. fane thee in allth 
ettes fo Polanns rendreth it. Can they fave thee, who cannot favc therafelvcs > ii 
is a Sarcafticall conceflion. See the like Dent. 32.37,18. lair.to a jin, a. A j 
obfove that Gods to deride and infuit over men id their carnall conflict ,i„dht 
people are licenced.ro dofo coo, fo it be out of pure xeal,I fat. 02.6,7. and not oJ! 
of private revenge. *' Jutvut 

and thy ]ndge Or chief Officers, Princes, that are neceffary to a King and 
are called his Comites, coufins, and counfellours. 6 * 

thereof then faidjl,2 and waft fee upon it: thou wouldft needs have them, contra 
& -hey %» »nd had ft foon enough of them. Strong affedions bring ftrong, 

Give me a king and prineet. J It was partly their ambition, and partly difeonteat 
with cheprefent government (as the prefentis alwayes grievous) that promoted 
them to this requeft ; and they had it, but for a mifebief. It is not alwayes in met- 
cy that prayers are anfwered: for Sen, fape dot trams, quodneeat prop,tint God 
oft throwes thac Co his enemies, when they are ovcr-importunaTe, which be denies 
to h,s friends, in great mercy to their fouls. They do beft, that acknowledging him 
the onely wife God, pray. Not our, but thy will be done & c » S 8 ■ 

n V VJ‘ l l ii* VC ,ht ’ a Jdngin nine anger, J As once before he gave them 
Qoaifc to choak them. A kjng, that is, all thofe kings they had fince they fell off 
from the houfe of David. Thefe were Gods gifts, but gyftltfe-gifts, which hee 
caft upon them in his anger, for a pundhmem both of the finnes of Davids ho ufe, 
and hkewife of the peoples rebellion. It was ab irate potiusquam ab exorat oDe! 
lake him, (faith He, fith you will needs have him ) with all that (hall followaf- 
tCr ’- h JP°< rite r */§* e ' *b*t the people maj enfnared. Job 34.30. Set thou 
w r T ,,m ’« ( ' ?' '« ftaid a! his right had 

Zdh/^nn mlh 111,11 againIt me " Iwill /« P rincet mryohll 

people 7 ’ fch ' eV ° US ’ odlou! P nnces: odious ,0 God, malignant to the 

h ‘" «*“}•” ”7 ^ath.J Heb. In min, immoderate-nr.th, that pulled 
the bounds. This is fpoken of God after the manner of men • for he cannot cx- 

swavTi °„ VCr i°v : & P ,snot mbim > 7 - 4 - butherehethreatenethtotake 
away king and kmgdome together: as he did Hofea, by the A (Tyrian that carried 

lat™rt ,h?Mtof 0 c 7 e t h " e ’ a**' b " Kr \ bad Majftrate then none, for this 
inferred SlS indignation, Thofe Anabaptifts that from this Text 
iv ftoold n lan ^ n Wlth a good conrcic nce take upon him kingly digni¬ 

ty, mould have obferved, that as an evil king is reckoned as a plague to a people fo 
a good king is to be held a fpeciall blefting to them piague to a people, 10 

rtrfe 12 The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up ,] fit. in a bundle or fardle or 
ftif M jr *4 tbe brencb batb c ; And l‘ kc * s all fardles are opened on a Fair-day’ fo 
£ufhn&‘h!'i n r ,t, 'n be brou ? h “° light, and punifhed at the laft day : As the 
houflrolder bindeth up the tares m bundles at harveft and burnetii them : fo (hall 

th«fta?o.^ , h cr r ■' jyho Son of man fhallfend forth his Angels, and 
theyfhall gather out of his kingdom all Icandais, and them which do iniquity: and 

{hail 
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Ihallcaft them into a furnace of fire, &c. Matth. 13. 39,41,42.. As the Clark 
of Affiies bindcs up the inditements of malefa&ours in bundles, or feals them up in 
a ba« for more furety: and at the Afiizes, brings, his bag, takes them otit, and reads 
them : fo will it be at that laft and great day. My tranfgrejfton is fe.iled up in a 
£fj*,Taith lob : and than /oweft up mine iniquity, viz,. a$ the writings, or informati¬ 
ons 5 of a proceffe, which is ready to be fentehced. See Deut. 32. 34. Ier. 17. 1, ^ 

, Hof. 9. 9. Sinners (hall one day know, that Gods forbearance is no quittance j and J cb 
that however he is filent for a feafon, and thereupon they are apt fondly to conceit 
lumtobe,/»c!><»»0f6fr as themfel.ves, yet He will confute them,, an^ fet their fins in 
order before their eyes, Pfal. 50. 21 . Their aftions are already in print in heaven: 
and God will one day read them aloud in the ears of all the world. And then 
though their finne be hid for prefenr, all {hall out to their utter {hame and evcrlaft- 
ing contempt, Dan. 12. 3. that laft light of the day of wrath {hall reveal all, Rom. 

2.°5. punifli all, Hof. 9. 9. Whatever God hath threatned, fli^Il then be infiifted 
whatever arrowes are in the bow-ftring, (hall then flee, and hit, and flick deep. 

And the longer the Lord is in drawing, the heavier they will light: Mora difyenm 
diam fee nor is duplo penfabitur , the longer He forbeareth.the heavier He puniflh- 
eth: So that there {hall be no caufe, why finners (hould fay, Where is the God of 
judgement'? Mai. 2.17. See the Note. God will enquire after their iniquity, and 
fearch after their fin, lob 10:6. . 

Verfe 13. The (arrows of a travailing tyomnn lb all come upon him, 3 This Com¬ 
mon-wealth was before compared to a mother, chap. 1. & 3, And as a woman that 
hath conceived, is not for a while difeetned to be wiph fhilcj, till ffie biggen, and 
burnifti, and grow near her time : fo is it with finners : fee it elegantly fee forth by 
S. lames , chap. 1.14,15. The forrows of a travailing woman arc known to be un- 
eape&ed, exquifite, and inevitable: fo (hall Gods judgements be upon the workers 
of iniquity, liich as they (hall never be able to avert, to avoid, or to abide. This is 
fet forth by an apt fimilitude, ordinary in holy Scripture, Mic t 4.9,1 o. Pf*l4% 7- 
ler. 49. 2 jr. and 50. 43, &c. And whereas fomc might fay, A travailing woman 
is foon delivered ; her pain is fharp, but fhprt: {he hath hope, not onely of an end 
but of a birth; the joy whereof maketb her remember byr anguiih’nq more, \oh\ 

16,21. The Prophet replicth> that it is otherwise with Ephraim. 

be is an unwife fonne , that will be the death both of his mother and of himfe!f« 

He hath no lift to help himfelf, and to get free of the ftraightsand pAilsof the 
birch, by pafling thorow the narrow womb of Repentance,-and being born anew, 

God ftands over him, ftretchtng out his hands all the day long , to do a midwiy’es of¬ 
fice, to take him out of the womb, as Vfal. 22. 9. to cut his-navcl), apd wafh off his 
blood, to fait him, and Twaddle him, as Ez.*l o 1 6.4. but he hath no minde to come 
but of the filth of liis fins, or to be wafhed from his wickednefTe. Rather then be 
regenerated ( without which there is no heaven to be had, lob. j. 5. or freedom 
from deadly dangers upon earth ) he will venture to ftay a while at leaft ( as the 
Text here hath if ) in the mouth of the mqtrix.'j thbugh it coft bid) a choaking. ^ 
Such Ephraims we have not a few, that proceed no further frien to convicfripn ; de- ***’ 
barring themfelves of the benefit of a thorow converfion. go 35 far ai 

Kadefh-bamea, they are nigh to Gods kingdom, thpyare almofr pejrfwadedto be 
true Chriftians, they are come as far as the place of the breaking forth of children, 
but there they Thick and are ftifled: they are never brought forth from darknefle to 
light, and from the power of Satafi to Gpd, that they may receive reipifljpn of 
finnes, and inheritance among the faints and Tonnes of God, Alls 26. 18. Oh make 
much of the leaft beginnings of grace ( faith a Reverend man ) even tjipfc eallec[ 
reprcjfmg : fince they prepare the heart for converfion. There is a faith in the true 
convert, of no better perfection then that in the Temporary, ^hoygh h* ftay no?: 
there, as the other ( being an unwife fot ) doth, &c- And ajthough we bring fortlj 
good things ( faith Another ) as Sarah’s dead womb brought forth a child j it was 
not a child of natures, but of the meer promife, yet it cannot be denied, that a na- 
turall man (though he be Theologicall) dead, yet he ) is Ethically alive,"being to bte 
wrought upon by argumentsjand that grace doth for che moft part prepare naturals’, 
before it bring in fupcrnaturals : and if we hide our talent, we are not allowed to cx- 
. peft the fpirit «f Rcgeneratioo; As if we die in the wddernefle pf preparatory 
p 3 - . - antecedaneous 
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aAn Expojttion on Chap.i}. 

antecedaneous works, we never get to Canaan. 

Verfe 14, I Will ranjom them from the power of the grave, ike. } Some read it 
thus, I wonld have ranfomed them, &c. I would have redeemed them , &c. had they 
been wife, or oughts, ( as we fay) had not their incurable hardnefle and obftinacy 
hindered j had they put forth into my hands, as unto a midwife, &c. But ( alas) 
it is no fuch macter: therefore that that will die, let it die. 

repentance Jball be hid from mine eyes. ^ I am unchangeably refolved to ruine 
them: Or, repentance Jbould have been hid from mine eyes , my goodneffe toward 
them fhould never have altered, &c. But let us rather look upon the words as a 
moft fweet and comfortable promife of a mighty redemption, and glorious refurre- 
<ftion to the Remnant, according to the eledion of grace, whom God would not 
have to want comfort, I Will ranfom them. Here therefore hctelleth his Heirs of 
the prornifes , that he will bring them back out of captivity wherein they lay for * 
dead, as it were: and that- this their deliverance fhould be an evident argument 
and lure pledge of their refurredion to life eternal 1 . To which purpofe the Apo- 
ftle doth aptly and properly alledge it, 1 Cor. 15. and thereupon rings in Deaths 
ears (out.of this Text, and Efay 25.8.) the fhrillefb, and fharpeft Note, the boideft 
and braveft challenge, that ever was heard from the mouth of a mortall ; Death, 
where is thy fling ? Hell Where’s thy vittory, &c ? Oh thanks be to God, who bath /riven 
us victory through our Lord Jefus Chrift, and thereby hath made us more then'eon- 
querours, that is, 1 riumphers , 2 Cor. 2 14. But to return to the Text. Be it faith 
the Prophet, that the Common-wealth of Ifrael, both mother and child muft pe- 
rilh for want of wifdom, as was threatned in the foregoing verfc : yet let not the 
penitent among them defpair: for I the Lord Chrifl, will ranfom them , by laying 
down a valuable price (fo the word fignifieth ) from the power,} Heb. hand: of 
the grave, or of hell, that though hell had laid hands on them, yea clofed her mouth 
upon them, as once the Whale had upon Jonas, yet 1 would open the aoorsof that 
Leviathan, and fetch them tfi&ice with'a flrong hand. 

I Will redeem them from death,'} by becoming their near kinfman according to 
the flefh, whereby I fhall have the next right of redemption. But how fhall all 
this be done ? After a wonderfull manner. 

O death I Will be thy plagues , ] Not one, but many plagues, even fo many, as 
(hall certainly do thee to death. The -Vulgar rendreth it, Ero morstua, Omors 
morfus tuus, Oinferne. The Apoftlefor plagues hath fling : for the plague hath 
a deadly fling, and fo hath finne much more; the guile thereof is by Solomon faid 
to bite like a Jerpent, and fling like a cockatrice, Prov. 23.32. Now Chrifl by dy¬ 
ing put finne to death, Rom. 1.25. Ephef. 1. 7. Heb. 2. 14. We read of a certain 
Cappadocean, whom when a Viper had bitten, and fuckthis blood, the Viper her> 
felf died, by the venemous blood that (he had fuckt. But Chrifl (being life effential) ’ 
prevailed over death : and f Wallowed it up in viUory , as Mofes his ferpent fwal- 
lowed up the forcerers ferpents, or as Fire fwalloweth up the fuell that is cafl upon 
it: yea by death, he deflroyed him that had the power of death, the devil ; whofe 
pradife it was to kill men With death. Rev . 2.23. this is the fccond death.’ 

Ograve ( or, 0 hell) I will be thy deflruttion, } thy deadly flinging difeafe, joy* 
ned with the peflilence, Pfal. 91. 6. Death to a beleever is neither totall, nor per¬ 
petual!, Rom. 8.10,11. Chrift hath made it to him, of acurfea blefling, of an 
enemy a friend, of a punifhment an emolument, of the gate of hell the portal!of 
heaven, a poflern to let out temporall, but a flreet-door to let in eternall life; And 
to allure all this ; Repentance ft? all be hid from mine eyes,} i. c. there fhall be no 
fuch thing as repentance in me, for all things that are at all are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do, Heb . 3. 13. The meaning is, I will 
never change my minde for this matter, my covenant will I not break nor alter the 
thing that is gone out of my lips. Confer P fal. 110.4. Rom. 11.7.9. Some render it 
( but not fo well) Confolation is hid from mine eyes, and fo make them to be the 
words of the Church, q. d. I fee not this promife with mine eyes, but I receive it, 
and accept of it by my faith. 

Verfe 15. Though he be fruit full among his brethren ,'] In allufion to his name 
Ephraim, which fignifieth fruitfull and flourifhing, Gen. 41.52. Confer Gen.4 8. 
16, i9,20,&c. & 49. 22. Sec the like allufions, Am. 5. 5. Mic. 1.10. 


An 


Chap.13. the Profhecieof Hofea. 175 

'~~An Baji-wir.de (hall acme, (jwbich is violent and lwrtfull to the fruits of the earth. 

the winds of the Lord , ] a mighty flrong winde: meaning that moll mer£i~ 
lcfTeand impetuous enemy the Ajfyrian, lent by the Lord to*avenge the quarrell 
of his Covenant. . _ 

th.iil com up from the wilderneffe , j where the winds blow moft fiercely, becaufe 
they meet with no refiflance. 

and his (pwg Jball become dry, &c. This is a defeription of extreme dcfolation, 
and it is explained and amplified in the next words- 

he Jball Jp*H fhe treafure of all pieafant vejfels. 'J He, that is, the Ajfyrian, not 
Chrift (as Hierom,Mercery and Ribera will have it)wha fhall take away from Death 
and Hell all matter of glorying. Not the fire of thelaflday, as Lyra. No, nor 
E*hr.um, as Parens, and Tarnouius carry it: as if it were a promife of their cori- 
nuefl in Chrifl over all their enemies, corporal!, and fpirituali, dividing thefpoil 
of che converted Gentiles, who fhall come in to them with all their defireable 
things, as fome read that Text, Hag. 2.7. Confer Am. 9. 11,12. Obad. 18. 

Zech. 14.14,16,20, 21. That this whole verfecontaineth a promife of Ephraim’s 
redudion to the Church of God, 1 could eafilyyceld ; reading it efpecially, as 
many good Interpreters do. For he Jhall frublific among his brethren, after that an 
Eafl-wind coming, a wind of Jehovah coming up from the defert, his ffring ffjall be¬ 
come dry, and his fountain (hall dry up : the fame Jball Jfoil the treajure of all plea- 
fant vcjjels. This is a fimilitude ( fay they ) from a piece of ground all dried up 
and parched, that nothing is able to grow: notably exprefting themiferable and* 
diflrcflcd eflate of this people ; that as an eaflerly, wind, and a tempefluous florm, 
hath dried them quite, and fpoiled all their dfelightluH treafures, made them the 
vilefl, and mofl contemptible of the earth. (Marcellinus tells of an Emperour, Am j^ gret j s 
that meeting with fome of this Nation, and annoyed with the fight and flench of lih. 
them, cryed out, 0 Marcommani, 6 Jj>uadi,« Sarmat<t,&e. O Marc Oman’s, Quades, 
and Sarmatians, I have found at length a more loathfome and fordid people then 
you.) All which notwithflanding, Ephraim fhall flourilh again, and hold up.their 
heads among their brethren, fc. by the merit and fpirit of Him who ranfometh 
them from the power of the grave, from the dint of death. This fence of the 
words, is confirmed by that which followcs in the next Chapter verf. 5,6,7. 

Verfe 16. Samaria (hall become defolate,} Here many begin the fourteenth 
Chapter, but not fo well: for this verfe evidently cohercth with the former, and 
fheweth that Ephraim fhall notonelybe plundered, but butchered by the Affyrian ™peragetau ’ 
by their own default. Samaria fhall become defoUte, or be found guilty (as the 
Chaldee hath it, and the words may bear.) How can fhe be otherwife, when as 
Jhe hath rebelled againfther God,} fhe hath imbittered him, or bitterly provo¬ 
ked him to wrath, ( as chap. 12. 15. See the Note there ) who therefore fentin 
the Affyrian to defolate her: that bitter and hafly Nation to march thorowthe Hab.i.tf. 
breadth of the land, to poflefle the dwelling places that were not theirs. This was 
a bitter afflidion, but behold a worfe; :- 

they Jhall fall by the fword,} they fhall lofenot their land onely* and the trea¬ 
fures of all their pleafant veflcls, as verfe 15. but their dearefl lives, which to fave 
a man will gladly part with all that he hath. Job 2 4. or fubmit to any fervile em¬ 
ployment, as the Gibeonites in lojhuah’s dayes did; who were willing to take hard 
on as flaves and underlings, rather then to be cut off with the reft of che Ca- 
naanites. 

their infants fhall be da(bed in pieces,} Sept, to \cm-nrBut dorSv, their fucklings, 
that are ordinarily fpared for their innocencie, ignofcency, &c. Sec chap. 10.14, 
with the Note : and confider that infants are not fo innocent ( though they have 
yet done neither good nor evil) but that God may juftly inflid upon them all 
torments here, and tortures in hell, for the guilt of originall finne that deaveth to 
their natures. Howbeit this excufeth not the barbarous cruelty of his executioners, 
who fhall be furely and fuitably punifhed, Pfal. 137. 8. 

and their women with childe Jball be riptup.} Of this ktnde of favage inhuma¬ 
nity, fee Am. 1.13. zKing. 8. 11. & 15. 16. where you fhall find* that che ty¬ 
rant Menahcm riptthe infants of Tiphfah out of their mothers bellies, becaufe their 
fathers opened not che gates unto him. The like cruelty was ekercifed in the 

Sicilian 
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St f ili * x r.fp'T, and Porifion Moffocre, by thofe Romilh Edom.c^T^^: 
whole mahpe E phratm is yet fruitful!, the Church flourished. S 

Sanguine fundata eft Ecclefta,fanguine crefcir. 


CHAP. XIV. 


Verfei. f \ Ifrael, return unto the Lord,] Vfque ad Bominum, as far as to the 
Lord: give not the half but the whole turn; and take it for a merev 
I that you are yet called upon to return, and may be received; that vet there« 
hope in Ifrael concerning this thing. All the former part of the Prophefie had 
been ( moft-whae ) Commmatory : this laft Chapter is wholly Conjolatory : the Sun 1 
of righteoufnefle loves not to fet in a cloud y 

return „„„ the Lord thy God ■ 2 He is yet th, God : no'fuch argument for out 
turning to God as his turning to us, Zetch. i. 3. Seethe Notethere Tantum vt- 
lu &> Deus ttbipraoecurret. 3 f ye be willing and obedient, ye fhall eat,&c. Th* 
Fathers plenty brought home the Prodigall: he had but a purpofe to return, and 
his father met him, E/„r 63.24. See fool 2. 12.13. £f*J JS- 6,7. ,8. 

Hof. 3. 5. Aids 2.38. This is the ufe we ihould make of mercy. Say not. He is my 
1 C-od, therefore I may prefume upon him: but, He is mine, therefore I muft return 
unto him: Argue from mercy to duty, and not to liberty, for that's the Devils 
Logick, which the Apoftle holds unreafqnable, yea to a good heart impoflible 
Kom.6. r,2. His mercy is bounded with his truth, with which it therefore goes 
commonly coupled in Scripture. It is a fanduary for the penitent; but not for thq 

for thou haft fallen by thme iniquity. ]] i. e, Confumption is decreed, yet a rem¬ 
nant, refer ved, Efay 10.22,23. Thou haft fallen into great calamity and that 
by thine iniquity, which puts a fting into thy mifery. T his it is fit thou fhouldffc 
be lenliblc of: for convidion is the firftftepto convcrfion. But if thou art fallen, 
wilt thou there lie and not rife again by repentance, and return to him that fmitetli 
thee, wilt thou not fubmit to his juftice, and implore bis mercy ? Here then is an¬ 
other motive to converfion • as indeed this verje abounds with arguments to that 
, purpofe, as Parens^ well obferveth. Firft, thou art Ifrael, a Prince of God, who 
hath greatly graced tbee above all people: Return to him therefore. 2 Thou haft run 
th,r, f : * nd c L urn f d «Pon him the back, and not the face: 
Return therefore. 3 He is I ehoyah, the Authour of thy being, and well-being. 
4 He is God, to whom thou muft either turn, or burn forever: a H tpamtendam 
ZYlZF/rZ; h 5 « nfet ^ in his rebels 5 He is thy God j n covenant with theei 

T TbA if a? 11 £ for pounds ’ defires for deeds , fincerity for perfection. 

6 Thou haft fallen by thine iniquity: and yet wilt fall further, and never nfea- 

Elfto tak^hoH of God ft0P n0t ' ftepn0t back b y re P entance » and ftir up iBy 

2 j Tai<e ^r tb J 0M ^ rds s *r 4 tur» to the Lord, 3 Confeffe your fins, beg 
pr0n v( e amendment. Sue to God to giye you thofe words that he bids 
you take-. go to him in his own words, put his promifes in fuic: crave the help of 
his holy Spirit, without which what can we do, Rom.S.26. Say to God as fob 37.19. 
Teach us what we fhall fay unto thee : for w e cannot order o u r words, lyreafmof 
2S . Daz i pcomifethnot onely to pray, but to marftsall up his prayers, to 
dtnrZl* r a 7 ay ? foth 5 W ;° rd fi g pifieth > *M 5 - 3. In the morning Will / 
rt^ r ? e f* ord p Rin the beft manner : his words fliould be, ncclttta, m :v 
ne,t ^ er .^V nous v nor careleflc, but fuch as are humble, earneft, .inddired 
% av ? ld,n 8 vain babblings. Here's a form preferred in the Text (forms, 

l-bpfr nLi.fl, er ®^ 0re are n °t fo unlawful], as fojne conceive them ) words put into 
^. as . che ph j afc JS1 Sam - 1 4*30 that they might not mifle. Men muft 
V A thCir W ° rds ' as t0 their feet, y/hen they come before God : and fee 
teat their affections in prayer benot without anfwerablc exprefiions. Take with you 
*uch words, as may tefhfie that ye turn heartily to the Lord, apd not from the teeth 

outward. 
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outward, as they in the Pfalmift,. Vfal. 78. 36,37. Turnbcfore ye begin to prav- ~~ 
for God beared not finners; fid their incenfefinds of the hand that offerethit’ 

Efay 1. • " 

Say unto him, 3 Mentally and vocally : with fpirit and fpecch. Trueitfs, that 
prayer is not the labour of the lips, but the travell of the heart: and dod hatli 
prom 1 fed to anfwer his people before they call, Efay 65. 24, By calling upon his 
Name, we neither inform him of what he knoweth not; nor mpve him. to Shew us 
more mercy then he intendeth. But yet prayers are neceffiny, as means which God 
will have ufed, that we may receive what he of free mercy giveth. Refidcs it pre¬ 
pared us holily to enjoy the things received; and ma k,c$ us ready, eitKer to wait 
for them, or to want them: and to be content that he may be glorified, though we 
be not gratified. And although God knoweth our thoughts, and underftands the 
mind of the fpirit, as being the fearcher of hearts, %cm. S. 27. yet he calls for the 
calves of our lips the fervice of our tongues, Jam. 3. 9*. guiding them nowand 
then in a wonderfull manner, farre beyond all naturall apprehenfion : and ftrangelv 
enabling his praying fervants, who do alfo findeno fmali benefit by this praiftile qf 
pouring out their hearts before him, both for the preventing of d'iftraftions, and 
kindling affections, and difeerning their profiting in holy defires; for the more wor- ‘ • . 

thy effeft followed, where more fervent affeAion went before. ' . .7 1 

Take away adl iniquity -J Few words, but full of matter: O quammvlta, q H am cideBmi 
panels! ^What a fhort, butpttny prayer is this] Such was chat of thePubhcan, epijiola 

uke 18.13. that of our Saviour in his agony, when yet he is faid to pray more 
fervently: that alfo'which he taught us to pray, Mat. 6. 7,8,&c. fet in ffot oppo- 
fition to Pagamfh batteUgies. This in the Text is not much unlike that perfeft pat- 
iem ■ for here they arc taught to bog, Vtoufowtar fya voloficU, ™,/ ew *«r Dei 
benepeta : Take aft ay all evil, and give good : and then to re(f ipulate thanks. So Will 

™ re A ndei > ^ c -J r a M arPay ff om I s . an upfupporcable burden, fucb as we cannot ^ ^ 

/land under. All iniq uity, ft ain and fting, crime and curfe, power and pumlfr pipnV ' -f<P^ 

that there be no af ter reckoningsTcrofleoufthe blaclTIines oFour linnesT widthc 

GoffTthat takeL h aw^Heniig^^^ Joh.i. ap . 
world by his Mem and Spim^y fi, s ' TaLue and Vert no ■ tliSTdelcipF^cTBat Hcb -?- *»• 

carried the fins of his people into the wildernefle. R.a .» 

and receive us gracioufty -} Heb. Receive good, that is, ( as fom? interpret it)^-- 
cept out of thy fatherly favour, the true witnefTes and qffefts of our thorow con- 
verfion: But better they that thus fence it, Takeg^, towit; fq beftiSuPdiim, as 
Pfal. 68. 19. with hpbef. 4 8. And it is not improbable ( faith ?. Reverend Writer) '>■ '■> 

that the Prophet here fecretly leaded us to Chrift the Mediacour^who firft received ' - 

gifts from his Father, and then poureth them forth upon his Church, 4^,2.23. Mrjti h be. . 

S? Kill we render the calves of our ifa } Thy benefits ftall not be cafi a^fy upon ' ! 
unthankfull perfons: but we will prcfenc qnto : deea facrifice that will plealethee 
better then an oxe or hullqck, ^hac h^th horns and hoofs, Pfal. 69. 31. This cannot 
be done but by a found Convey: fpr the Lepers lips muft be covered accofiding to 
1 j 7^ w . V a , c “ e ^ acr ^ cc °f c h e wicked is abofninatiop to thp Lord. To the wic- 
ked God faith, What haft thoutodoto take my Name into thy momh, ^c. hee 
hketh not a good motion from an j|I mouth, as that fit^e in the Story; The lip of 
excellency becommeth not a fool,'( P ray. \y.f. ) no more thep lying doth a worthy 
man, that is renowned for his wifdoip. It y/ell becommeth the Saints to he daiS- 

1 / r • u°^ OV ^ r S od * Al ? ar with ^ cal Vfs of their lips. This expreffion implied 
(faith One ) That Gods people (houl^ rjqt offer their thankfulnefTe to Godof fhat 
which coft themnoding; but bring, i. A calf, do fomething to further Gods 
worftnp, or relieve the nece/fities of others. 2. It muft be a ^ead calf, that is, 
it muft proceed from hiimhle and mortified mindes. 3. A facrificed calf: vyhere is 
required r An Altar, our praifes muft be tendred in the mediation r qf Chrift. 

2 l-ire, tor the bare throwing out of words, though in de name of Chrift, will 
not ferve without feeling, ? rdency, and zeal. 3 We mpft lay our hadds on the 
head or the calf; chat is, in all humility, confcfTe our unworchineiOfeof tne bieffings 

we give thanks for, as being lefTe den the Ieaft, C7w. 32. jq. - - * 

berfc 3. A(hur Shall not fave us, &c.] q. d. He cannot if he would : be fhafl 
not, if he cou)d. The two great finnjes of this people ware: Creature-confi^oce, 

^ and 



and Idolatry: both thcfe they do here abrcnounce and abandon. The bed re¬ 
pentance, faith Luther , is a reformed life. 7 ‘ is true fay they, we have gone to the 
Affyrian , ( wherein we have dealt as the filly bird flying to the fnare, or as fifths 
which to avoyd the powle wherewith the water is troubled, fwim into the net.) We 
have taken our horfes inftead of our prayers, and gone about to findc out good. We 
have been fo foolifli, as to think that dumb Idols, that cannot help chemfelvcs 
fhould help us. But now we are otherwiferefolved, experientid edolli g r pa-mteZ 
tid duEli : we finde at length ( that which wc fhould have beleevcd fooner, without 
trying conclufions ) that men of high degree are but a lie, that horfes are but a va- 
riity, that an Idol is nothing, and can give nothing. That power helongeth unto 
thee, noneelfe can do it : that mercy belongeth unto thee, none clfe will doit: 
therefore fince in thee onely, the fatherlejfe, that is, the friendlefte and fhifdefle 
finde mercy, O be thou pleafed to dousgood. 

Lor in thee the fatherlejfe findeth mercy. ] The poor pupil, the forlorne orphan 
that’s left to the wide world, and loll: in himfelf, cries out, Lord , / am hell, but thou 
Mifcrh res art ^ eAVen -> &c 1 am an a M e ^, oh make me an obj'edof thy pity, Jer. 59. 1 7. 

dignt miferu Becaufe they call thee an outcaft , faying , This is Zton , whom no man Ji efctb after, 
cordia. K uper- therefore I Will ref ore health unto thee , See. The proud Affyrian, a nd other enemies' 
tiJrnp.fymb. VVO uld be apt to infult over Ifrael: as afterwards Cicero did : Thejewifh Nation' 
faith he, (hew how God regards them, that have been fo oft overcome by P ompty, 
Crajfus, &c* But let Gods people be but fatherlefle enough, let them withdraw 
their confidence from men and means, and call: it wholly upon Cod, makin« him 
their Tutour and Protedour, and they fhall be both preferved, and provided for. 

1 Deo cozfifi nuxquam confufi. I will not leave you orphans , faith Chrift, fuh. 16. 
Hence the Church reftethon God, in the fail of other comforts, P fal. ic. 1^,17,18. 
P/4/. 27. 10. H«b. 3. 17 Pfal. 102. 13. T he prayer of the deftitrite he regards. 
The Hebrew word fignifies a poor wof thlefle ftirub in the wilderxiefie, trod upon 
by beafts, unregarded. : 

Verfe 4. I will heal their bacl^Jlidings, ] Relapfes, wc know, are dangerous: and 
Apoftafie little le/Te then incurable, 2 Pet. 2. 20, 21. Heb.6. 6. Biftvop Latimer , 
in a fermon afore King Ed'w. 6 . tells of one notorious back-fiidcr that repented: 
but beware of this finne, faith he, for I have known no more but one that did fo. 

■ To fall forward is nothing fo dangerous, as to fall backward with old Eli. Hence 
Paul fo thundreth againfi: the Ga/athidns; and Veter againfi: apofiatizing Libertines 
Omnitotenti 2 2 ‘ Z2 ‘ Buc if l ehovah {he EhyfitUn, ( as he is called, Exod. 15.26. ) under-’ 

medico nuttus take the cure, and fay, I Will heal their bacl^fiidings, what can hinder? Chriftin 
infanabilis the Gofpel, cured the mod defperate difeafes: fuch as all the Phyficians in the coun- 
oemritmorbus trey might have caft their caps at, Matt. 4.23, 24. and 8.16. He refufed none that 
came to him, Matt. 12. 15. no not his enemies, as Malchus. Will he then rejeft 
his Ephraim , a child, bemoaning himfelf, though not a pleafant childe , a towardly 
fonne, Jer. 31.18,20. a bacl^jlider indeed, but fuch an one, as criptfo now, that. 
God bindeth him, fob 36.13. No fooncr doth God cry,-Return ye back-Hiding 
children, and I will heal your back-flidings, I will Jove you freely: but Ephraim, 
melted with fuch a love, replieth, Behold we come unto thee , for thou art the Lord 
cur God , \er. 3. 22. O moft happy compliance! See the like, Zach. 13.9. with 
the Note there. They fbali return even to the Lord ( from whom they had deeply 
revolted) and he fijatl be intreatedof them, and fhall heal them, Efay 19.22. They 
had beg’d of him to take away all iniquity, verfe 2. And He here ( in anfiver) 
promifeth to heal their back-flidings, that compound of all iniquities, that falling- 
fickneffe, that oft hales hell at the heels of it, Heb. 10. 38. 

I will love.them freely : ~j\ Ephraim might remember, and Satan would be fure 
to fuggeft, that the Prophet had faid before, Ephraim is f mitten , or wounded. My 
God will cafi them away, or hate them. Mine anger is kindled againfi them. Chap .8.5. 
and 9- * 6,17. Here therefore, upon their repentance, all this is gracioufly taken off 
. in one breath, and Satan filenced. Be it that they are back-fliden , and fore woun¬ 
ded by their fall; I will heal their back-flidings, and make their broken bones to 
re joyce. Be it that there is nothing at all in them that is laudable, or love-worthy, 
yet l Will love them freely, ex mere motu ,of mine own free, abfolutc, and inde¬ 
pendent grace, and favour, out of pure and unexcited love,'without any the lehft 
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refpeft to their merit, which is nothing better then hell. Be it that they have 
bitterly provoked me to anger, and ( as angry people ufe to do ) I have both threa¬ 
tened them, ^nd punilhed them : yet now mine anger is turned away from them.j] 

I am fully reconciled unto them in Chrift, will clear up my countenance toward 

them, and remove mine heavy judgements, from them. Gods favour is no empty 

favour. It is not like the Winter-Sun, that calls a goodly countenance when it 

fhineth, but gives little heat or comfort. If lie love a man freely, and out of the 

good-pleafure of his will, cum Jpontaueitate (as he doth all His, Ephef. 2.8. ma- crsvJkbt. 

king them accepted in the Beloved, Ephef. 1.6.) fuch a man may promife himfelf 

all the blefiings of this and a better life. Excellent is that of Bernard ; He that Qfi mfitvni- 

fenthis Son for thee, poured his Spirit into thee, promifed to clear up hiscounte- immi ~ 

nance upon thee, quid tandem tibi negaturus efi ? What can he deny thee ? He that 

inviteth thee to feed upon the fatted-calf, will not onely take away all iniquity, & c . Bern.de 

but give good. That was the fecond Petition they preferred, and they have it an- Temp. 

fwered in the next verfe, ad cardinem defiderij God not onely grants their praver, Cfftf 

but fulfills their cottnfcU. ffj fc 3 - 

Verfe 5. I will be as the dew unto Ifrael, ] I will give good in abundance : and 
and this is fwectly fet forth in a feven-fold Metaphor, all anfwering to the name 
of Ephraim, ( which fignifieth fruit full) and to the ancient promifes made unto 
him = and all again oppofite to the many contrary curfes, threatned in the former 
parts of the Prophefie, under Metaphors of a contrary importance, as Parens and 
(lOiit of him ) Tdrnouius have well obferved. As Firft,of folid and fruit-caufing 
dew,in oppofition to that vanifhing and barren dew,chap.6.^.. and 13. 3. Secondly, 
of the flourilhing lilly, contrary to thofc nettles, thorns,and thiftles, chap. 9. 16. 
and 1 o. 8. Thirdly, of the well-rooted and durable trees of Libanus , contrary to 
dry-roots, chapi 9.16. Fourthly, of fpreading and growing branches, inftead of 
branches confumed, chap. 11 .6 and 9. i6* and 10. 8. Fiftly, of trees yeelding 
pleafant (hade and repofc, contrary to chap. 9. 5,6, Sixtly,of corn tofatisfie hun¬ 
ger, contrary to chap. 8. 7. Laftly, of. a Vine bringing forth excellent wine, con- Adricm. 
trary to chap. 9.16. and to- 1. And all thefe fruits, the fruits of Libation, a moft Bmard' 
fertile mountain, the valleys whereof were moft rich grouqds for pafture, corn, Eierom. 
and vineyards. 

as the dew unto Ifrael, he fhall bloffom as the lilly , } guot verba tot luminaimo 
fiumina orationis. This Prophet abounded) with fimiiitudes, as is before noted, 

( See chap. 12. 10. with the Note there.) He beginnetlphere with a Simile drawn 
from the dew of heaven ; a mercy very much fet by, in thofe hotter countreys es¬ 
pecially, where from May to October they had no rain. The Chaldee Paraphrale, 
and Hebrew Dodours, underftand this Text concerning Chrift, and his benefits. 

Truely, He is good to Ifrael, to the pure in heart. Peace and mercy, fandtity and 
fafety, all fpirituall benedidions in heavenly things in Chrift, fhall be upon the ifrael Ephef.*, V 
of God. What the dew is to the herbs, fields, fruits, that is Chrift to his Ifrael. 

1. The dew comes when the air is clear : fo doth Chrift by his Mefling,. when the Arifot.lib. 1. 
light of his countenance is lift up upon us. 2. As the dew refrefheth, and cherijEh- meteor.cap. 10. 
cth the dry and fady fields, ( hence it is called the dew of herbs, Efay 26. j 9. wHlch ^ l, *j b yL Ca l m 
thereby recover life and beauty) fodoth Chrift our hearts, fcorcht with the fenfe cap, 29. 1 * 

of finne, and fear of wrath. 3. As the dew allayeth great heats, and moifteneth. 
and moilifieth the earth, that it may frudifie: fo Chrift cooleth the Devils fiery 
darts, and fillcth his people with the fruits of righteoufnefle. He is unto them as a 
cloud of dew in the heat of harveft, Efay 18,4 and maketh their fouls asfo many 
watered gardens, Jer. 31.12. f 4. As the dew falls in a narrow compafie, without 
noife, and is felt onely by thole (in the force of it ) on whom it defeends : fo the 
grace of Chrift watcreth his faithfull onely 5 fecretlyand fweetly infinuating into 
their hearts: the ftranger medleth not with their comforts. See fob. 14.17. The 
cock on the dunghill knows them not. - 

he (hall grow as the lilly. ] which hath its name in the Hebrew, from its fix leaves , 
and ferves here, and elfewhereto fet forth the great comeltnefle, fweet odour and 
, true humility of the Church : for the lilly groweth in vallies ( a sTheophylatt upon p nt,a \ r *, 
this Text notetb ) fweet it is but not great, and the more it bloflfometh, the more it 
fhootech upwardsto teach us heavenly-mindednefte. It is alfo of a perfed white- 

nefle. 
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nefle, to mind us of innoeency. Her Nazaritcs were purer then lnow whirer tvT 

fruitful! then the lillie, htUdujmi fni femur, faith the fame Authgur it is ?Z„ 

• in its own tears. Weeping Chriftians grow amain, &c. * wn 

ca ft forth bis roott » ZtW.J f. ». As the Cedars of Lebanon, as the 
Chaldee Paraphraft interpreteth it: or as the fr.„ki»c'„f,- trtc , which taketh verv 
deep rooting, fo C,r,t fenceth it. The lilly ( with its fin white leaves, andf«2 
golden-coloured grains within it) foon fadeth, and lofeth both beauty and fwee? 

• n ^. : 5 ut , fo doth notChrin- and his People. He can as well die at the right hand 

of his Father as in the hearts of his Eleft, where he dwels by faith : wherebv 
5, they are rooted and grounded in love , (lengthened with night, by his Spirit in the 
7 . W'r rnan, fo that the gates of hell cannot prevail againft them. Immota ns.net * 
the Churches Motto; Nee fuBu, ncc fl*tu movct„r, which is the Venetian Motto 
rhey that cruft in the Lord ftiall.be as Mount Zion, which cannot be removed bus 
abidech tor evei Pjal 125. Winds and ftorms move neither Libanus, nor the 
well-rooted Cedars thereof: which the more they are aflaulted, the better thev 
. are rooted So areth it with the Saint?. Plato compareth man to a tree inverted! 
The . capture oft compareth a good man to a tree planted by the rivers of waters 
chat takeih root downward,, and beareth fruit upward, 2 King. 19. 30, ’ 

- qua quantum vert ice ad auras, 

*AEthereas, tantum radice ad tartar a tendit. 

Let us caff forth our roots as Lebanon : (land faft rooted in the truth being fled 
fait and immoveable, alwayes abounding in the work of che Lord, and with full 
purpole of heart clearing dole unto-him, 1 Cor. 15. ult. being eifablifhed bv bis ' 
grace. Col. 1. . 1. Heb. 1 2. 28. and 13. 9. In the Civil Law, till a tree hath taken 
' lu r u d °u tb n0t beIo "fi l< > che , fod whereon it is planted. It is not enough to be in 
the Church .- except like the Cedars of Lebanon, we caft forth our roots and are 
fo p'anted that we flour.fh in the Courts of our Cod, and bring forth folic in our 
old age, Pfal 92. 12,13,14. 0 

Vtrfc 6. Hu trmchtiMU Heb. fall ttw/fc, or expatiate - (hall 

reach out and ftretch themfelvesall abroad : fo (ball the Church be propaganda! 
the earth over; She (hall flourifl, as the Palm-tree, which though it have many 
weights hung on the topj and many fnakea hilling at the root, yet it (Till fait!, 7 

’h eC rTT’ r r ri T r .c 1 ^ inoperable: lam'liken green Olive-tree in tta 

houfe nf Cod : J trull in the mercy of God for ever, and ever Pf,l < 2 8 

W bubeauty [hallbeau,bc01ive-t m , J that goodly tree, Lrv. 21 40 'thatre- 
tameth her greenneffe in the depth of Winter; yea in that Uoivcrfall delnc W«ii 

^aZTfcu IT W ™ c 0rd hath 5 al ‘ cd ‘ h y (faith theProphe' ro 

f ■ , rch ’ T er '} l : * 6 - ) A & retn olive-tree, far an d of goodly fruit. The Cvorefle 

but not fair and flourishing. Berthe ' 

foi food and nhvfir)c an 3 d ^ alf ° is ° f fin 8 uIar lifc to mankind both 

d phyfi , C , kj and l, g bc for d)e lam P, Kxod. 29.20. Lev. 6i <16 In one 
l r f^ ,c ,san cmble f; of P«ce, it makech che face fhine, Pfal. ioi’i* and in 
the other, it is an emblem of grace and fpiritual gifrs, i Joh.2.20. of increafing 

glory. 1C mCreafe °* God ’ by thc S P irit > and signing with him in eremall 

which tr^d«l^r £ nrt 1 A WhC ? hy h meant ’ the fwcct favour of the Cofpel, 
belcevers " CV “ r ! ^ ° f thc Word > and in tlje lives of 

tuall mcenfeand f^v .ic 5 ' ° be ^ de ^ beir »ntinuaU offering up to Cod fpiri- 
fume the "terv Jr hev h^^^ f !a "d good-works, they per- 
Ephcf i. ->Q vea rhe ,l, P°n by their gracious and favoury communication, 

facet ibiclL I „f',r y T P3 " y tb ,' y c COme lnto; as a cannot come where 
l icet iptc.^ ana odours arc beaten to the fmell, but he fliall carrv awiv the fccnc 
thtieof in Ills cloathes. When the fpirit ofChrift blowes upo n y tl-cm > and grace 
is poured into their hearts, then their lips drop fweet Hnellino^yrrhe ? ,5. 

' TtVffT a "° S° od » ^tter then a precious^tment’ M 
( See the Note mere) when the wicked (link alive and dead. nt> bcc “ J ‘ 

Verfe 7 
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Verfe 7. They that dwell under his JhadoVo fball return. Or, fhall fit ftill, {hall 
be at reft. The Chaldee hath it. They fhall dwell in the fhadoW of his Chrifi. See 
alike promife of refocillation and protection, Efaj 4.6. E/I 25.4. Vfal. 35.8. 

The refuge and reffeftiment of the Church is whole from Chrift: under the.fhadow 
of whofc divine grace {he refteth in her members, (haded and {heltred under the 
hollow of his hand, when the blaftof the terrible ones is as a ftorm againft the wall, 

V.fajT.%. 4. when indignation is kindled (£fay 26. zo. ) and when the Lord com- 

cth out of his place to punilh the inhabitants of the land for their iniquity: then 

{hall true converts have a chamber of reft, a Pella provided them : or, acleaft be 

able to fing Davids Requiem, Return to thy reft, O my foul, hover and cover under 

Gods wing, run to his Name as a tower, and befafe. Why arc thou caft down, Prov.i8.io. 

truft in God, truft in an angry God, in a killing God, as fob , beleeve him upon his 

bare word, and that againft fenfe, in things invifiblc; and againft rcafon, in things 

incredible. This is Faiths triumph, and this is the Saints fafety. 

They fhall revive as the corn , and grow as the vine , ] The Seventy and Latine 
render it. They lhall live with corn ; that is, they fhall have great plenty of all 
thingsncceflary, as Pfal. 87. and 142.14. But the other reading is better; They 
{hail revive as the corn, which fuflfering much from froft, hail, fnow, tempeft, liech' joh.12.24, 
for dead, as it were, in Winter; but at the return of the Sun in Springtide revivech, 1 cor.rs. 
and yeeldcth a great increafe. 3n like fort, the Vine when pruned and lopped fpreads 
again, and is the more fruitfull: So thofethac arc viti vita inferti, fet into the 
true Vine, though lopped and harrowed with fore and (harp afflidions, yet can 
truly and triumphantly fay. As dying , and behold we live, as chaflened, and not % , 

killed, &c. Their bodies alfo by death are not fo much rotted as refined, and (hall 
be conformed to Chrifts moft glorious body the ftandard, Phil. $.ult. 

and the fent thereof at the Veins of Lebanon. ] which was noted for thebeft, as 
Kimchi proves, and Athenaus confirmeth. Among the Jews at this day, the wo¬ 
men when they fpcak of their dead husbands, fay, His feent, or his mtmoriaU mos 
the Veine of Lebanon. 

Verfe 8. Efhraim fhall fay , TVhathave I to do, &c. Heb. E f hr aim, Veha t have 
I to do, &c. This fomc make to be the fpeech of God to Ephraim : as if Efhraim 
here were the Vocative cafe, and God were brought in abhorring the motion of par¬ 
ting ftakes with idols, of (haring his glory with another. But becaufe this, God 
never did, (for what communion hath light with darkjiejfe , Chrifi with Belial 
and becaufe the Chaldee Paraphraft, and from him the beft Interpreters fupply 
£ fhall fay [] I take this latter to be the better tranflation. Here then God promi- 
feth, firft, what Ephraim (hall do, or rather, what he by his grace will caufe him to 
do: he (hall utterly abominate and abandon his idols, whereunto his heart had 
been joyned, or^ glewed, chap. 17. Secondly, what he will thereupon do for 
"Ephraim’, whar fpeciall favour he will (hew-him, and what a gracious com penfation 
he will make him, / have heard him, and obfervtd him, &c. Ephraim now grown 
penitent, (hall fay* ( See the like ellipfis fupplied, E fay 5.9. ) with utmoft indigna¬ 
tion and averfation, with greateft heat of anger, and height of hatrcd,(hailhe utter 
it. See the like, 2 Sam. 16.10. 2 King. 3.13. Adatth.S. 19. .. ! 

IVhat have I to do any more with idols ? ] Or forroVes, or buggs, thofe Balaams - 
blocks, thofe mawmets, and monuments of idolatry , thofe images of jealoufie, 
that provoke to jealoufie, Ez*k..8. 3. thofe dunghill-deities chat can produce no 
good, hear no prayers, work no deliverance, bring nothing but evil and angui(h to 
us. \\ hat then lhould we rather do, then pollute thofe images that wc had perfu¬ 
med, caft them away with decollation, as a menftruous. clout, and fay unto them. 

Get ye hence, E fay 30.22 ? -Then will God foon fay, I have heard him thus be¬ 
moaning and befooling himfelf. God hath a quick ear in fucha cafe; He hath al- Jcr.jfot; 
fo an eye open to the Applications of his fervancs, in all chat they call upon him for, 
as Solomon telleth us, i King, 8.- 52. . 

1 have obferved him. ] Or fixed mine eyes upon him* with • a moft vigilant care, 
and critical! infpeftion. It would be wide with Gods Ephraim.t, and they would 
want many things, if helhould not fet as well as hear^ if he(houldnot ferioufly, E . f . 
and follicitoufly confider and care for them, above all chat they ask or think, and pn *•' 
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without any monitour, aid and accommodate them. He is o^-cimes better toThT 
then their prayers: for why ? The eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous as uS 
as his ears are open to their cry, Pfal. 34. ,5. The Vulgar Latinc rendrerh? 
Deregam cun, 1 will diredthim, asaTurour, and Gardian doth his Pupil bis n, 

happineffe 3 ‘ *** WlH ***° prDteft him ’ chat nothin S ma y bc wanting to ht 

l am like * green firre tree, ] green all the yeer about, and of fo large branchet 
and broad leaves thick let, that neither Sun nor rain can eafily comeat the we/ 
ried paflenger, repofing himfelf under them. And whereas Ephraim might fa/ 
Here's repofe, but where fhall 1 have repaft ? It is added ; y,! 

• T U th J <J. d. The fir-tree is indeed green, and fhadv bnti 

withall barren : it bears no fruit, either ad efum t or ad ujum. It boweth itfelf 
down to the earth, fo that a man may eafily lay hold upon the branches faith; 
RMe David, and other Hebrews. But what lhaU he get by that more then agree* 
bowrej a refuge from the ftorm, a lhadow from the heat, &c ? As an Ancient 
fpeaktngofe^H defcribech him fitting in his ivory Palace in Samaria , i nt he 
time of the three yeers famine: He had every thing elfe, but wanted bread: So 
hcre > hath lhade, but can he live by that? what (hall he do for food) 
He -fnali not want for that, faith God-AIfufficient: for 

Firom me u thy fruit found. ] p raftb eft , ( fo fome render it ) Here it is ready and 
mouth-meet: yea fatts eft ( fo others render it) it is enough of it, fatisfadtory and 
proportionable to thy neceffity. Yea I would thou fhouldft know, that what fruit 
foever thou haft, or flialt bear as an Olive or Vine, verfe 6. and 7. it is found in me 
proceeds from me, the root of the matter is in me , as job fpeaketh in another cafe. * 

, C'i 9 ' L^L * he Ml ”» ii 'rft*nd thefe things, J A patheticall per- 

dofe, whereby the Prophet ( Oratour-like ) would leave a fling in the hearts of his 
hearers, and fo feal up, and fet on aU that he had faid before. Who ts Wife lad 
I could wifh there were J#ore: but I fee there are not many. Store there are of 
fools StultoruM plena front omnia , fuch duft-heaps there arc in every corner to bfc 
found, not a few, that either know not the will of God, or (tumble at it. E„t who 
hath known the mind of the Lord ? Who among ft you will give ear to this ? Who hath 
believed our report ? or to whom is the arm of the Lord revealed ? Who u the Wife 
man that may underftand this ? Lucernd accenfa hominem quarebat ^Efopus ?erem 
was bidden run to and fro to finde a man that fought the truth, chap. 5. / ^i 
yuippe bom. Not many wife, wife I mean to falvation, 2 Tim. 3. 15 that mate 
furc work for their fouls, and draw their wifdom from Gods holy word from rfte 
Mine of the Myftery of Chrift. All others are foolilh people, fottifh* children: 

ha ^ e "° undemanding, be they never fo Ihrewdand of deep reach for the 
worjd be they never fo wife in their generation; the fox is fo in his, and the dc-i 
vil in his, for when he was but young, he outfitted bur firft Parents, who vet wrrd 
no babies fimple and weak in 1 undemanding, as the Socinians affirm them to have 
^^° r elfeth 57 " 0 ? ldnot ( % che L y / ha ve fo finned. A fond conceit, and with¬ 
out footing in Gods holy word, where we finde, that they were created in Gods 
Apoftie WhlCh COnfiftetfa in knowledge, righteoufneffe and holinefle, as faith the 

And he /ball underftand thefe things , ] which none of the Winces of this World 
beeaufe their learning hangs'in their light; and like Moles, they dig der- 
teroufly under ground* but are blinde above ground. Sapiens eft cui Jes fapinttt 
Anfwin^ He* foe wife man that favoureth things as they arc. 

• i i, h • "hi"? *?“ wh “™ of a man i faith Lafkantius, ut Drum cognofeat , 
t ^ he ^ T* WOrftli P God ari 3 hc > thac ™fo a practical I judgement, 

W 7 CS0f God > in order ^ falvation* This is L wit 
Z li! Tv prUtfence ’ Ariftotle in many places of his 

arioh’r h ? W T VVifdom and Prudence - Wifdom he maketh to be 

S T hs Prudence, an applying them to parti- 

" s > and ul j\ . But So ^" ^ d , that thefe was no fuch difference: fithHc 
ech SO» d things to do them, and evil things to avoid them, is to be held 
a wife man, andnonaclfc* They may feem here, to be put for one and the fame-: 

* fich 
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ikh the wde man is faid, not to know, but to underftand, judge, and ponder, and 
the prudent to know: teaching us, that God calls fora prudent wiidom, and a 
wife prudence, direding the loul to an Orderly carriage, and an holy care, that 
godlineffe, ( which is the onely wifdom ) may run thorpw our whole lives, as the 

woof doth thorow the web. „ , n ... 

For the myesof the Lord are right ,] Underftand it not fo^ much of the wayes 
of Predeftination, providence, 8 cc. wherein God walks toward us (which yet are 
all righc and equall) as of thofe wayes of his Will* Word,, and Worfhip, where¬ 
in he requireth us to walk towards Him. Thefe are called the way of God, Matth. 

22 16. and the way of falvation, Atls 16. 17. and the way of truth, 2 Pit. 

2 2 and the right way, verfe 15. and the way of righteoufneffe, verfe 21. 

Right thefe wayes are called, or ftrait. Firft, becaufe they are conform to the 

Will of a righteous God, which is the menfura menfurdns , the firft rule of Nmfohtm . 

right the ftandard. Secondly, becaufe the matter of it is holy, and juft, and 

jrood ’ a doftrine of righteoufneffe, that teacheth us to give God his due, and ^ * 

men ’theirs. It is alfo pat for every purppfe, Pfal. 19 7, 8.- Prov. 30. S- Of 

the Book of Pfalms, •virfe^^ hathVObferved , that they 'are fo penned, that 

every man may well think they fpeak de fe, in re fua , of himfelf, and to his 

own particular necefiities. Thirdly, becaufe it redifieth us, and transformeth us 

into the fame image: it maketh fuch as deliver up themfelves thereunto, to walk 

as patterns of the rule, as a tranferipe of the word, thatdwelleth richly in them, 

and worketh effeftually, as a feed of immortallity. Fourthly, becaufe it carrieth 

us on in a firait line unto a righc end, without crooking, orcompaffing about, ja> 

PJal. 19. 8. and 25. 4. Mas vtas qU tint, non terit. Pray therefore as Da, 
vid did, Pjul. 13. 29. left breaking out into by-wayes (all which are high-wayes 
to hell) or but flepping over the hedge, to avoid a piece of foul way, we brufh 
and bruife our felves to get in again, break our bones with David,&c. 

And the jttft fhall waI^i* them'.} Such as are juft with a double righteouf¬ 
neffe, Imputed, and mp-irted • that of Juftification, and this of Sandification: 
thefe will choofetbe Way of tntrh, PJal. 119. 30- and 25. 12. and be willing to 
walk honeftly, Htb. 13, 18. orderly and by rule. Gal. 5. 2$. accurately, and 
to theutmoft, Ephef $. 15. direftly, and diftindly, eyeing the mark, and pro- W* 
pounding to themfelves the higheft pitch, and the beft patterns: often comparing 
themfelves with the rule, laying their lives by the line, and reforming their out- 
ftraies PJal 119. 59i 6 °* making it the main of their endeavour, thac all their 
deedsmay be wrought t» Goa, Job 3.21. Lo this is the juft manspradtife : and it is 
icriSiopc’inded for a prefident. 

But the tr^nfgre furs fhutlfall therein. ] They pertlhfrom cheway, Pfal. 2.12. 
they ftumble at the word and fall into perdition, as the Chaldee here hath it: 
and fo (hew themfelves to be tranfgreffours, traytours, rebels yea reprobates. 

See I Pet 2. 8. they ftumble at the -word, being aifobedtent , whereunto aljo they 
•Were appointed. O fearful 1! “A bridge is made (faith a Reverend Divine ) 

“to give us a fafe paffage over a river, but he who ftumbleth on the bridge 
"is in danger to fall into the river. The Word is given us as a means to carry 
« us over hell to heaven : but he who ftumbleth and quarrellech at this means, {hall 
“fall in thither, irorn whence otherwife he had been delivered by it. Neither 
may we think the worfe of the Word for this accidental! effedt of it upon tranf- 
grertours; fith the fault is meerly in themfelves: As when a lame man ftumb¬ 
leth in a plain path, the fault is notin the way, but in the foot. Blear eyes can¬ 
not abide the light; nor children endure honey, when they have, fore mouches. 
iThe fame Sun makes flowers fmell fweet, but carrions ftink loathfomely. Mo- 
fes faved the Ifraelite, killed the Egyptian: and Abigail's voice,, pacified David, 
but made NabaPs hearcdie within him as a ft one. Oecumemus tellechus, that CMm 
the fragrancyof precious ointments is wholefomefor Doves, but kills the Beetle. ve g eta i, ftard. 
And Arfrot/e affirmeth, that oyl of roles is deadly to Vultures, who hunt after baumneast.. 
onely dead mens carcaffes. Chrift nimfelf, who is the W^ay, the Truth, and the * 

Life , was fee for the fall and rijtng again of many in Ifrafl, and for a ftgne to 
be fpoken againft , Luke a. 34* for a But-mark, againft whom his enemies fhould 

Q^2 foooc 






on . 


n jzxpo/mon 


jhoot the (hafts of their gainfafings. To the Tews he bec^Te a 
block, and unto the Gentiles fooli(hne(Te, i Cor. i. 23. Let them alone 
He, concerning the Pharifees, who were offended at his fayings ) Let them 
ble and foil, and be broken, and (hared, and taken, Efay 8. 8 15 ChriftS' 
Ordinances, is to reprobates a rock of offence, 2 Pet. 2.8. but fuch a S 
that, Judg.6.21. out of which goeth fire and confumeth them. For if anv lov? * 
the Lord Tefus Chrift, he is Anathema Maranotha , 1 Cor. 16. 22. Behold 
have rejeacd the word of the Lord, and what wifdom is in them ? fer.S. 9. ^ 


Lima dutfamihi e/55, gratia, Chrijie, tibi. 
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EXPOSITION 

Of jhe Prophefie of 

JOEL 


‘HE Word of the Lord that came , ore. 3 See the 
Note on Hofea 1. 1. with whom, Hierom and 
fome other Interpreters, make this Prophet a Con¬ 
temporary , for the likenefle of Argument; and 
that common Canon of the Jew-DoAours, that the 
prophet who lets not down his time, is to be held of 
■ — w—1 ■ ■ the fame time, with him that is placed before him. 
The Seventy fet him notondy after Hofea , but alfo after Amot and Micah : and 
the ancient Hebrew Chronicle, called Sedar-Olam affirmeth, that Joel prophefied 
together with Nahum and Habakk**k in thedayes of king Manaffeh: which Dra¬ 
ff** would prove out of Joel 3.5. Others, with more fhew of rcafon, out of 2 King. 
a r. 1 o. and 23.16. Joel might very well be one of thofc Prophets that denounced 
Gods heavy judgements againil ludah , for the finnes and abominations of Ma- 
najfeh, whom fome make to be his convert. For although.at firft the Lord fpake to 
Manajfib^ and to his people, but they, would not hearken ( 2 Chron. 23. 10 ) yet 
the rod might fet the word awork afterwards : for Afanajfeh when he was in - 
onbejozight the Lord , and humbled hint]elf greatly ( verfe 12. ) and \oel might very 
well be to him a fohne of Vethuel, or of Gods perftoafion : God, by his miniftery 
might fpeak to his heart, Hof 2.14. fet before him an open door , ( another Etymon ' 
of the name P cthuel ) Rev. 3.8. minifter unto him an entrance further and further 
into Chrifts cverlafting kingdom, 2 P tt. 1.11 . If any think it more likely that loel 
prophefied under Iofiah king of Judah, when that great famine fell out which is 
deferibed in hketermesby leremy , chap. i+i 1,2. compared with 2 King. 23. 26. 

.( fhall not drive with him. But that this J ocl was the fonne of, Samuel ( here cal¬ 
led Pethuel) a perfwader of God, becaufe what he asked of God he obtained ) as 
Jl t Salomon would carry it, I cannot imagine ; for that Joel was not a Prophet, but a 
corrupt Judge. CO y tr f e 
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Chap. i. 


Verfe 2. Hear this je old wen, ] Who, as ye are fitteft to hear ferious dif- 
courfes ( zAriftotle excludeth young men from his Ethick-Lertures, becaufe raw 
andrafh: green wood is ever fhrinking, and warping) fo ye are more expel 
rienced ; and yet not fo wife, but that, by hearing, ye may become wifer, P r «v. 
1. 5. Solon faid, he could never be too old to learn, Julianus the Lawyer faid, 
that when he had one foot in the grave, yet he would have the other in the ? 
fchool. David Chjtraus, when he lay a dying, lifted up himfelf to hear the di- , 
vine difeourfes of his friends, that fat by him; and faid, that he fhould die with 
better cheer, if he might die, learning fomething. 

and give ear *ll,&c. Hear and give ear : draw up the ears of your mindes to the 
ears of your bodies, that one found may pierce both. When thefe two words are 
j'oyned together, as they arc often, the matter propounded, is either very dark, or 
very remarkable, and commands attention , as Dent. 1.45. Efaji.z, 10. Jer. 13. 
15. Hof. 5.1. . 

all ye inhabitants of the land , ] fc. of Judea* or all ye inhabitants of the whole 
earth, cj. d. I fhall fpeak of fo great a matter, as that 1 could wifli to be heard all t 
the world over. And becaufe all men love to hear news, I fhall tell you that, 
that was never known to fall out in any age. Rem novttnftpollicetur emphat scoter us 
tjHam more Rhetorico, faith OecoUmpadius. prick up your ears therefore and liftea. 

Hath thfs been in jour dajes, or even in the dajes of Jour, fathers ? ^ Was there 
ever fuch havo.ck; made by feverall forts of vermine lucceflj vely, for four yeers to¬ 
gether ? 1 his was the very finger of God, Exod. 8.19. all whofe works ( by how 
fmall inftrumer.ts foever ) are great, fought out of all them that have pleafure there-, 
in, Pjal. 111.2. His extraordinary works efpecially, arc to be noted and noticed; 
the memory of them is to be transmitted to all pofterity. This fhall be Written for 
the generation to come , Pfal. 102. 18. They fhall come and fhall declare his righto* 
oufneffe, unto a people that fhall be born, that he hath done this, Pfal , 22.31. 
Sed va ftupori nofiro. There is a WO to fuch as regard not the works of tl : c 
Lord, neither conftder the operation of his hands, £f*y 5 12. that make of 
them but a nine dajes Wonderment at beft , and fo paffe them over. Whereas 
every judgement of God fhould be a warning-peal to repentance. We be like 
the Smiths dog, ( faith One) who the harder the Anvil is beaten on, lyes by, and 
fleeps the founder. Like the hen ( faith Another) which lofeth her chickens one af¬ 
ter another by the devouring kite; and yet ftill continues to pick up what lies before 
her: fuch a deep dr»wftn t f}e and Arojftncffc of fpirit, there is upon moil of us. 

Verfe 3. Tellje jour children of it , and let jour children tell their children ■,] 
Heb. Cipher them up diligently 3 after the manner of Arithmeticians : reckon up 
the feverall years, with the feverall calamities thereof to your children and nephews; 
that they may hear, and fear, and do no more fo. Let your woes be their warnings, 
your fuf&rings their ftanding-fermons; your corrections their inftrurtions. See, 
j Cor. 10. 5, to 12. Ruinamajorum Jit cauteU mi norum. Haft thou marked the 
old-way ( faith bliphas to Job , Chap. 22.1 y, 16.) which wicked men have trodden, 
which were cut down out of time: whofe foundation was overflowen with a flood, 
(Heb. a flood was poured upon their foundation ) which faid unto God, Depart from 
us, &c ? He fpeakech of thofe Antediluvian Atheifts, buried in one univerfall 
grave of waters. See lofh. 22* 20. Neh, 13. 26. Jttde 5, 6, 7. and learn to keep 
a Catalogue of Gods great works, whether of mercy or judgement; yea to polilh 
and garnilh them for the ufc of pofterity, not with vain aft’edation of wit, nor 
with pedantick pomp of words, but with fobriety, and holy gravity, as here: fuch 
as may ftick by our children, and leave impreflion. 

Verfe 4. That which the palmer-worm hath left, hath the locuft eaten, J The 
palmer-norm hath its name in Hebrew from / having• (becaufe it fhavethoff the 
fruits of the earth.) In Chaldee from creeping : In Greek from crediting : In La- 
tine from gnawing. The Locufthath its name in Hebrew from multitudo , where¬ 
with the very Sun is darkened: In Latine from burning places, where it lpoileth: 
In Greek from cropping the copsofeorne, and plants, which as they fled, they fed 
upon. The Canker-worm hath its name in Hebrew from licking : In Chaldee from 
fleeing : 3n Greek and Latine from feeding upon the flowers of apples and other 
fruits. Comefter fomc render it. Flemings call it. The preacher , a bombo cjmm 
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Rolando edit from the noife it maketh as it flies. The CacerpiJIer hath its name ■ 

Chafil , from wafting, becaufe it utterly confumech all, not onely fruits and leaves, 
but tender bonghes and branches : Vt ita crefcat oratio ftcut ipfttm malum, to fhew 
that as their finne increafed, fo did their punifhment. The Lord of Hofts can¬ 
not poflibly want a weapon wherewith to beat a rebel: neither may wicked men 

exped that He fhould lay down the bucklers firft. To that bold queftion of Pharaoh, \ 

fyko is the Lord that I fhould obey him ? God made a large reply, by his armies of Exod.5.2. ; 

locufts,lice, flies, &c. till pharaoh was forced to anfwer himfelf, The Lord is righ - \ 

tcous. What fpoil hath been made by thefe defpicable creatures here mentioned in ; 

other countreys, Pliny recordeth. Pierius teftifieth that the Egyptians made the j 

1 Locuft an Hieroglyphick of Famine. And although we findc not expreflely fet down Pfin.liix.ij ' 

in die holy Hiftory,when this particular plague was executed, yet we need not doubt 
but it was done according to Deut. 28. 38,39. See x King. 8.37. 

Verfe 5. Awake ye drunkards,^ ye Ale-ftal(es, and Suckers ( Heb. Shiccorim ) 
that pouf in heady and intoxicating drinks, fuch as loon lay you to fleep, and 
( befides ) take away your heart, Hof 4.11. rob you of your felves, and lay a beaft 
in your room. Portentofum fane potionis genus, faith Pliny concerning ale, that Lib.14.cap.ufi. 

, exceflively drunk, maketh men more fleepy then dormife : befides that worfe fleep 
of carnftll fecuriry, Eph. 5. 1 4. Rom. 33.11. Thefe therefore are here called upon 
to be fober and watch, ( See 1 Theff. 5. 6. 1 Pet. 5.8. 1 Pet. 4. 7.) ye to weep and 

hotol, to turn their laughter into mourning, and their joy into heavineffe. And | 

why ?For their finne they fhould have done ( as that drunkard in the Ecclefiafticall 
1 Hiftory,that, toucht with a fenfe of his fin, wept himfelf blind) but here they are far- 
caftically called upon to weep for their great lofle, as they efteem it. Vinu m aterum 

Becaufe of the new-Wine for it is cut off from your mouth , J As many things fall nondum efifiu 
out bcewixt the chin and the challicc, the cup and the lip: You made account to tm * 
have mouthed it, to have fwilled your fouls , as they fay, and to have-fwallowed 
it down your wide gullets. But behold, it falls out fomewhat otherwife: the cater- 
piller hath been before you, and left you nothing better then Adams-ale to tipple. 

This is cold comfort to the drunkard, whofe Word is that of the Vibe in Jothams 
parable. Non poffum relinquere vinum meum , Take away my liquor, you take.away dug.de temp. 
my life. Auftin brings him in faying, Malle fe vitam qudm vinum eripi, He had * a ' J?I * 
rather lofe his life then his wine. And Ambrofe tells of one Theotiftiusfma.t being 
told by his Phyficians, chat much quaffing would make him blinde* V*le lumen ami - 
rww,faid he,Farewell fweec eyes; if ye will not bear wine,ye are nfl eyes for me; 1 his 
drunkard would rather lofe his fight then his fin; his foul then- his lull; Such kinde 
1 of perfons are like the Panther, which is faid to love the dung of J ‘mhn fo much, as 
if it behang'd on high from it, it will skip and leap up, and never leavc-tilf it have 
bur ft it fclf in pieces to get it: and this is the way they take that creature. God 
will take thefe naturall brute beafts, made to be taken and deftrojed, 2 Pet. 2.14. 
after another manner. He will not onely cut them fhort enough here, but turn a xEtni figp. 
cup of fire and brimftone down their throats, Pfal. 11.6. which will be worfe to Serag.iBiS. 
them then that ladle full of boyling lead, poured down the throat of a drunken 
Turk, by the command of a Bafhaw. 

Verfe 6. For a nation is come up uponmj land, ] A nation , fc. of vermine, by 
ftvarmes, as verf, 9. called afterwards, an army chap. 2. 11. and a people, chap. 2.2. yhglide 
Seethe like P rov. 50. 25,26. Is come,J that is, fhortly fhall come. ZJponmy pjf a b HottL 
land, ] this glorious and goodly land, as it is called Dan. u. 16. Tarnouim makes demuftis. 
this by a mimefts to be the drunkards lamentation A nation is come up, &c. Strong 
and without number. J yea therefore ftrong, becaufe without number: infuperable, 
becaufe innumerable. Feeble they are, and yet formidable; becaufe fet on by 
God Almighty, whofe warriers they are, as the Roman fpoylers are called. Matt. 

22. 7. And perhaps the Affjrians may here be hinted at. I doubt not but the lite¬ 
ral) fence is chiefly intended: Neither can I concur with Oecolampadius , who hold- 
eth it to be P rophetd indignum , unbefeeming the Prophet, to preach thus concern¬ 
ing worms and locufts: For concerning fuch poor creatures deal the Prophets by : 

the inftinrt of the Holy Ghoft, in fundry other placer, P rov. 6. 6. Am. 4.9. and 

7.1 .Nahum.$. 15. whofe teeth are the teeth of a lion . J that is, they devour all that ; 

is in their way; as there is no ftanding before a lion, no not before a moth , that hath 

commifli on to crufts a man. Job 4.19. - Verfe* j 





Verfe 7. He hath laid my vine waft] The Prophet proceeds in aggravating the 
the calamity, that he might make the people the more fenfible. There is nothing 
in the world more ftupid and more ftubborn then a drunkard. Offuch it is chat 
that faying of an Ancient is often verified, Ablauts eft a peccantibus timor , r ,e 
pojfit ejfe cautela , Feare is taken away from offendours, that there fhould be no 
caution againft it. Here therefore let the words of the wife be as goads and as miles 
faftened. by the Mafters of the aftemblies. Let them fo preach with Peter, that 
their hearers may be prickt at heart Aft. z, 3 7. may be galled and Jafted as it were 
Aft. 7. 54. may ftartleand tremble, as Alt. 24. 25. may awaken out of that 
a Tim. 2. 26. dead lathergy, whereinto Satan hath cart them, and recover out of his fnare, who 
are taken captive by him at his pleafure. True i t is, we can • hardly get men to be¬ 
lieve that hell is fo hot, orfinfo heavie, or the devill fo black, or God fo unmerci¬ 
ful as the Preachers make him. The Lion, fay they, is not fo terrible as he is paint¬ 
ed • nor is our cafefo dangerous as is born us in hand. Sed nos pergamus exaggera¬ 
te, faith Pareus here. Let Gods Minifters lay load upon mens fins, and fet forth to 
the full the miferies that will fall upon them. The Prophets did fo for temporal (as 
here moft graphically and to the life)fhall not we much more for eternal punifh- 
“ meats ? Oh (faith One) that 1 could get words to gore your very hearts with 
“ fmarting pain : that this dodrine might be written in your flefh ! * 

and barked my fig-tree] Take away the bark from the tree, and the fap can never 
find the way to the boughes. Thefe Vermine had barked the trees with their teeth, 
taft the bark out of their mouths upon the ground, and made the branches naked 
and all white as froth ; fo that the drunkards, deprived of their fweet draughts, 
were brought ad effiationem anima (as the Calde here expoundeth Cbetfephati) to 
an yielding up o.f the ghoft, yea, ad laqueum & reftim, as the Latines, to the very 
halter, 

Verfe 8..' Lament like a Virgin ] Our Prophet hath done with his'drunkards: and 
now applyeth bimfelf to the foberer fort, whom alfo hecalleth to deep and down¬ 
right mourning, in this cafe of common calamity • there being not any fo innocent 
and holy, bflt had fome hand, if not upon the greater cart-ropcs yet furcly upon 
the fmaller cords that drew down dearth and judgment upon the land, 

lament therefore like a Virgin J betrothed, but bereft of her efpoufed husband, 
before fhc w^s married to him - 3 So Pifcator. Others underftand it of her that 
( lately a virgin, but now new-married ) pafiionately loved her husband and 
bitterly bewaiietij fiis death ; which fome young women have taken fo grievoufly, 
that they have refbfed to live any longer ; but have chofen to put an end to their 
life and grief together, as hiftorians teflify. 

girded With Sackcloth] Sacco non fertco, with mourning weeds as a teftimony of, 
help to your humiliation. The dead we fee, may be lawfully lamented: indeedit 
* vo ui£o- is one of the dues of the dead. It is fit that the body, when Town in corruption,) 
JuvetjXtde- fhould be watered by the tears of thofe that plant it in the earth. Only we muft 
fanSerum. not mourn in this cafe as heathens Without hope, 1 Thef. 4. 13. Our grief mull 
not be excefiive, either for meafure or continuance; Neither muft we mourn fo 
much for our friends departed, as for our fins againft God. In the former cafe 
baldnefs is forbidden : in the later it is required Jfa. 22. 12. And Zach. 12. 10. 
11. 13. One poor woman weeping over Chrift lhall be as deeply affeded as ail 
the people were in that unfpeakable Ioffe of their good kingjofiah, at Hadadrim- 
mon in the vally of Megidao , where Jeremiah lamented , and all the finging men and 
finging women jpakg of Jofiab in their lamentation, and made them an ordinance &(• 
2. Chron. 35.24.25. 

Verfe 9. The meat-offering and the drink-offering is cut off] Veriit lib at io & oh* 
latio. This was the godly mans greateft grief, that there wanted matter of certify¬ 
ing their thankfulnefs to God in his commanded worfhips : and that God wasfo 
deeply difpleafed, as that he had deprived Himfelf and his Minifters of the due 
allowance i fo that they alfo mourned, and could not chreefully execute their office, 
for lack of maintenance • for they were not of the Came lion-kind. 

Verfe 10. The field is Rafted the land monrneth' ] The facrifices are not only cut 
off for prefent, but little hopes left for the future: for the field , that common ftore- 
houfe , that horreum unde hauriatur , is wafted : Shuddad Sadch , there is an ele¬ 
gant 
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gant allufion in the Original: as in the following wordsa Profopopceia not inferi. ~ 

our to tbofe ©f the Poets, as Luther and Vatablus here note. 

The land moumeth]toy an ordinary Metaphor among the Hebrewes, thofe things 
are faid to mourn that are wafted, defolated, corrupted and changed for the 
worfe. Lam. 2. 8. the rampart and the wall are faid to lament ■ and to lan * »[ MMrc i 
gttijb together. When Epheftion died , Alexander not only clypped his 
horfes and mules hair, but pfocked down alfo the battlements of the wallet 
of the city : becaufe it fhould appear that thewalls-and ramparts did mourn 
for his death: SoEfayz 4, 7. The new wine mourneth, the vine languifheth: all 
the merry-hearted do figb. It is fit that if the land moiirn, and faile of her increafe 
men fhould much more mourn and be moved with a fenfe of their fins, the caqfe of 
fuch calamities. The earth lies underacurfe of barrcnne/Te, arils* be'ft Gen. 3. 

17. and was never fo beautiful and cheerful! fince the Pali of Adam. At this day 
it lyeth bed-rid. , as it were, waiting for the comming of the Son of God, that it 
may be delivered from the bondage of corruption Rom. 8. 20. But in rimes of 
dearth, it feemeth to mourn more then ordinary, yea to blufh and bleed. 

the neVe seine is dried up]' Or is aba (bed : as loth to look men in the face, becaufc 
not anfwcrable to tbeir expedation, Sec Efay. 33.9. 

the oyl languifheth'] Or, tsftck. Corn, wine, and oyle, are the maihd fupports of 
manslife-. all’s gone. • . 

Vet/e It. Be ye ajhamed Oye husbandmen] This Repetition of his former exhor¬ 
tation is not needlcffe: for man is a flout and ftubborn creature: neither goeth any 
thing more againftf^ hair and the heart with him,then to come downward,and to be 
fofoundly fenfible of Gods judgements, as ferioufly to repent. Hence St. James his 
extraordinary importunity in preili ng this moft needfull but much negleded duty, 
chap.Af. 9,1 o. He knew,& fo did our Prophet,that this worltmuft be donc,or elfe men 
are undone. Hence that heap of Words. Nunquam fails' dioitur quod nunquam 
1 fttis difeitur. That can never be too much taught,chat is never enough learned. : Stim ^ 

Verfe 22. The Vine is dried up, and the Eigttee languifheth'] God cutteth yon 
(hortofall things both for necefiity and delight: and this is fo much inculcated, 
and iterated, that you may not flight it as a common occurrence: blit be deeply 
affeded with it, as a fore afflidioa. Verba toties retetita viva funt, -vtra funt, 
fanafunt , plana funt. Let no man think that this is a (uperfluous taut9Logie, or an Aim. 
idle repetition of the fame thing. For, in facred feripture there is not a tittle in 
1 vain: there is not an apex whereon there’hangs not a mountain of fenfe, as the 
Rabbines ufe to fay. By one and the fame thing repeated, memory is helped, af- 
fedion is excited, and matters of moment are better minded, Phil. 3. 1. Befides, 

Bepetitio confirmatio eft, faith Ambrofe, The repeating of a matter impIyechiThe Vebono 
infallible truth of it. 2 The inexpreflible excellency ofitJ 3 The profitable ufe of it. Mart.e.iz, 
4 The abfolute necefiity of it. Autfaciendum, ant patiendum* 

Verfe 13. Girdyour felves and lamentye Priefts'] Be you Preft, and fir ft in 
the pradife of humiliation: Be you an example of the- believers in word in conver- 
fation&c. 1 Tim. 4. IZ. a patera of piety. Si vis ne fere &c. If others (ball la- 
ment, you muft begin to them : and fay as Abimelech did to his fouldiers, fVhatye Aorax' 
have [ten me do, make haft and do like^ije ; and as St. Paul 1 doth to his Philipnians, 3 ud g- 9 - 1*. 
Thofe things which ye have both learned and received, and heard and feeninm r, do • Philip, a.' 9. 
andtheGod of peace fhallbewithyou. 

for the meat-offering and the drinkr»fering &c. ] your maintenance is fubftraded, 
and (that which fhould more affed you) the facred fcrvice of God is intermitted, 
and fo the glory is departed , the dayly facrifice is negleded, which the Jewes coun¬ 
ted and called The abomination of deflation. Fhineas his wife was not without 
natural affedion 1 Sam. 4. 21. but her fpiritualaffedions prevailed.’ Therefore 
in the declaration of her forrow, that o*f her father in law and husband is but once 
named; but twice it came in. The glory is departed. The gloxy is departed. AH' 
comforts are but Ichabods to a good heart without the ordinances: without the 
finceremilkofthe word Gods new-born babes cannorbe quitted. I could not live y 0 
in Paradife without the Word (faid'LutherYas with the Word, Icould eafilylive Lat’p 424 
in hell it felf. 

Verfe 14. SanZtifyye afajV\ Having humbled your felves, preach repentance to 

others. 
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others. That’s the beft fermon that’s digged out of a mans own brcft. SanElify 
jour f elves Huh, and then prepare jour brethren, faith Jofiah to the Priefts 0 f his 
time z Cron* 35, 6. A religious fait (for that the Prophet intends here by 
fj) rightly obferved and referred to religious ends, is both a eefiimony of true re¬ 
pentance, and a furtherance thereunto : for it tames the rebel! flefh 1 Cor. 9 . ult. 
which elfe will wantonize, and overtop the Spirit Dent. 32. 15. Andit giveth 
wings to our prayers, which before gro veld on the ground, as it were. Fafting in¬ 
flame th prayer; and prayer fan&ifiech faffing. 

fanctifj therefore afuft, call a jolcmn ajfrmbly J Heb. ft day of refiraint fepara- 
tingyour felves asZech. 8. 19. from all flefhly delights • amercing and punifti- 
ing your felues in that fort by an holy revenge, as Pfal. 35. 1 3. and aJhiding your 
foulcs with voluntary forrowes for your fins and miferics. 

gather the Elders J both thofe qui cams & anms funt tales , who are full of dayes 
and fo of fins ; and alio thofe, chat are in place of authority : whofe offences have 
fored higher on the wings o f Example, and Scandal. 

and alt the inhabitants of the land} for as all are fin-guilty, fo your unanimity and 
charity will further the fervice. /ill ihould get together in this cafe, and bring 
their buckets to quench a common fire: the more publike and general the humilia¬ 
tion is, the more pleafing and prevalent, fudg. 20 . 26. 2 Chron. 30.3, 13. Jon . 
3 - 5 , 7 , 8 * . 

into the houfe of the Lord your God} which houfe was a type of Chrift, (in whom 
God hearetb His) and had made many promifes to prayers there put up in faith, t 
King. $. 37, 38, 39. 2 Chron. 6. 28, 29. 

of the Lordyo H r GodJ Tours ftill by vercue of the covenant: be furc to keep faith 
in heart, when we are at the greateff urd r. 

And cry unto the Lord} with the heartac leaf! as Mofes did at the red fea,when yet 
none heard him but the fear of heaven only.; and as Hannah did when fhe uttered 
no audible voyce, and yet poured forth her foul to the Lord with fuch a ffrange 
and unwonted writing of her Iip$,.tbat Eli thought (he had been drnnk. 

- '..Verj e 15 Alas for the day &<■} Gr. A/m, Alas, Alai-yhc V ulgar Latnie A, A, A, 
which a Lapide makes much adoc about, to little purpofe. • 

for the day of the Lord 3 that is, I he day of the greateff evils and miferies then 
ever hitherto they had fuffefed, if repentance prevent not. That they had fuffe- 
red much already appearech chap. a. 23. but thofe were butch e beginnings of their 
forrowest if they yet went on in their fins. 

for M a def ruction from the Almighty /hall it come} An Elegant Agnomination 
there is in the Original: together with an allufion to chat cremend title of God 
Shaddai. The Jcwes ( probably) boafled much and bare them felves over-bold 
upon then intereft in God almighty. The Prophet therefore tel’s them that Gods 
greateff power fhould be little to their profit whites impenitent: for that it fhould 
be put forth and exercifed for their utter deffrudion. Aben-Ezra interpreted 
Shaddai a Conqueror, Others a Defryer, which a Conqueror muff needs be. 
And hereto this text and that Efa. 13. 6. do allude, w.hcn they <ay Shod ffijJI 
come fron Shaddai , Dcftrudion from the Almighty. He re alfo we may learn when 
we are under afflidion, to afeend to the firff c^ule thereof Am. 3. 6. as David did in 
that three years famine 2 Sam. 21.1. See Um. 3. 38. 

Verfe 16 \s not the meat cut off before your eyes ?J Heb. before jour ejes : and fo 
itappeareth to be the Prophets fpeech, and not a form prel'cribed by him to the 
people, by adding the word ( laying ) to the end of the fourteenth verfe Cry to the 
Lord, faying, dlas for the day &c. And it is as if the Prophet fhould fay; Doe 
ye not yet fee what cafe you arc in ? Are ye fo ffupid and fo flout or fturdy, as not 
to ftoop though ffarved aimoft ? fhould not Vexation give underflanding ; Are 
not the fierccit creatures tamed with hard hunger? Will not men in fuch cafe buy 
or beg food of their deadly enemies ? O brawny breafls ! O horny heart-flrmgs 1 
yea joy and gladnejfe from the houfe of our God? 3 All Gods ferv ices were to be 
performed with Joy: but now, for want of corn and wine (which cheareth God 
and man ludg. 9.13. ) rhe dayly facrifice ceafed, and all good hearts were thereby 
fadded. Seeverf. 9 with the Note. 

Verfe 17 The feed is rotten unde* their clods'} It licth buried or drowned with 

exceilive 
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^flivc rain and moiffure, corrupting the feed food after it wasiown: andthat 
which wasaotfo marred, was afterwards, when it came to be corn, dried! up with 

exceilive heat. ■ .; 

‘The corn U withered.} So that the' garners were defolated, the barnes broken 
down for want of fluffing, and for that there was no ufe of them, fith they fowed, 
but reaped not, Mic. 6. 15. The husbaddinan was called to mourning, Amos 5. 
j 6 for sl three-fold calamity that lay upon his tillage. Eirft, Immoderate rain, in 
or about feeding. Secondly, Locufts and other vermine at fpring. Thirdly, extreme 
drought after all, verfe 19, 20. Thus God followeth finners with bne plague in 
the neck of another, ( as he did Pharaoh; that fturdy rcbell) till he have_made his 
foes his footftools To multiply fin, is to multiply for Pfal. 16. 4. to heap up 
wickedneffe, is to heap up wrath, Horn 2. f. I will heap mifehiefs upon them, faith . , 

God, I will fpend mine arrows upon them, Dcut, 32. 23. which yet cannot be all uJbmines 
fpent up, as die Poet feared of his fupiter, that if he Ihould punifh men for every fra fnlmina 
offence, his ftore of thunder-bolts would be foon fpent ahd exhaufted. : • tnittat Jupiter, 

Verfe 18. How do the beafis groan}? The wilde beafts groaniq theirkinde. 

The herds of cattell ] home and tame beafts, as oxen, See. are perplexed, 3 asnoe 0xi ^ 
knowing what to do: Tis the fame word wich that, E fib. 3. 15. God had hid his 
face, (withdrawn his hand) and they were troubled; he taketh away cbeir. breathy 
(for lack of pafture > they die and return to tbeirduft, as David seltedh us in his 
fhyficks, pfal. 104. 29. Epipbaxitts his PhyfioJoger reperteth of the bird called 
Charadisis, that being brought where a fick roan liedi, if he look upon the fick 
, with a fixed and unremoved eye, there is-hopes of recovery : but if he look another 
way, the difeafe is deadly. Sure it is, that if God look in mercy upon man and 
beaff, they are cared and catered for, Pfal . 3 6. 7. and 104. 27. and 145.15,16, 

&c. and the contrary, yea the flocks of fheep, &c. which yet can bite upon the 
bare, live with a little, and get pafture, where the bigger creaturesoannot come. 

Verfe. 19. O Lord to thee Will Jtrj, 3 / vill, though others willnot. Ihavc 
called upon others to cry mightily unto thee, and to meet tbee by repentance : • but 
they rantjuam monfhra marina, as fo many Sca-monftcrs, ‘paffe by ray words with a 
deaff car, they refufe to return: thy hand ieEfted'up in threatning, and will fall 
down in punching, but they Trill not fee, Efay. 26:11. they will not fcarcb, they 
r will not have their eyes (like the windowes in Solomons Temple) broad inward : the 
eyes of their mindes are as ill fet ( for this matter ) as the eyes of their bodies, they 
fee not what's within. But whatever they do, nty.foul fhall weep in fecretfor their 1 King.$.4; 
pride, and mine eyes fhall weep fore, &c. (for. 13.17.) for their infenfibleneffc 
of theirmifery. ^ • • - . • 

Forthef re hath, devoured the paflures;} that is, the immoderate fcorchmg heat 
of the feafon. See Pfal. 83.14. jer.'iy.L. Or the bkfting winde, as Lyra expounds 
it ; or the locufts, as Drufius , or God, (who is a confuming fire) 'by any, or all 
thefe inftruments of his .wrath, ss Tarnouius. _ . : ■ ■ ’ ' 

And the flame hath burnt all the trees of the field. 3 This was dreadful],« but 
yet nothing to thxt conflagratio mundif fpoken of !by St. Peter, 2 Epijl. 3.12. when 
the heavens being on fire , fbdt « bedifdived, and the elements melt smith fervent heat 
on theheads of the wicked; who (hall give a terrible account, with the world all 00 
alight fire about their ears. . 

Verfe 20. The heafis of the field cry alfo unto thee, 3 Glocttant, a term takeri 
from Deer: they cry as they can, they ery by .implication, imploring-thine help* 
each for himfelf. See ; P fal. 149. 9. ?'* 39- 3• P/S/. 104.27. And fhould men be 
filent ? ^ % ; ■ . , . " . 

For the ri vers of the Vpatert are driedup 13 This maketh the Hart 'bray after the wa¬ 
ter-brooks, yea fhed rears as hunters lay the Hart will, when hotand hard-be- 
ftead for water. Hereto David ftems to allude, P/4/.42.5. JbJy teari havt beenusj 
meat, efre. . 

And the fire hath devoured the f aft arcs of thewilder neffe. ] ThisTiad- beenlaid W* 
fore verfe 19. The reafon of fuch repetitions/ee above in theNotes on verfes it , 12; 

Neither let this laff exaggeration of thecommon calamity j by that which befell the 
bruit beafls, leem fuperfluous. For whereas the fecurity and obftinacy of moff med 
is fuch, that they take little noticeof prd'ent preffures/but promife themfclves peace 

ana 
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and fafety, whacfoevcr God by his fervants (hall fay to the contrary : it is buTneeT 
full furely, that their danger (hould be inculcated, and their calamity fet out and 
fet on with uemoft importunity, and vehcmency. 1 a 
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Ktrfci. TVioft' Jt the trumpet in Zion^ Idem uliis verbis repetit , faith Mercer 
13 here. The Prophet repeatech the fame as in the former Chapter ; 0 ne- 
Iy in other words, more at large., and after another manner: preffingthe people 
farther to the pra<ftife of repentance by many fweet promifes of the bleifings of 
this, and a better life. Our Prophet may feem to bee of the fame mind with Tertul .j 
lian, who faid that he was nulli rei status nifi pasnitentia , born for no other end 
but to repent,and to call upon others fo to do* Tot autem verbis & figuris utitur 
faith Luther, he ufeth fo many words, & figures,becaufe he had to do with a people 
; that were harder then rocks, fer..$. 3 . as aifo, becaufe there is an abfolute neceffi- 
tyof repentance. Aut pcenitendum, aut pereundum , as our Saviour tells his Difci- 
ples twice in. a breath, Luke 13 . 2, 5 . The Prophet had urged them hereunto from 
the evils they felt, or feared, chap. 1. Pain and penitency are words of one deri¬ 
vation: God plagueth men that he may make them cry Pr ccavii not Perij onely 
I-am undone, as Cain j but peccavi , I have done very foolifhly, as David. The 
feventeen firft verfes of this Chapter, are Hortatory ; the reft Confolatory . The 
day of the Lord comcth ; therefore Repent. This is the fumme of the exhortation. 
It cometh,zr\d thatinftantly; Give warning therefore: God loveth to forefignifie,- 
( faith the Heathen Hiftorian ). and to premonifh, before he punifh. He dealt fo 
with Cain, to. whom he read the firft ledure of Repentance, Gen. 4. as he had done . 
of faith,.tohia.father Adam, in the Chapter before. He.dealt lo with the old 
world, with the,Sodomites, Ninevitcs, &c. 

Sound an alarm in my holy fountain, 3 Ring the. bcls backwards, ( as amongft 
us they do ; the houfe is on fre j the enemy is at hand. 

Let. all the inhabitants of . the.dand tremble ,3 and take courfe to prevent or miti¬ 
gate the enfuingmifehief; to cutthe cart-ropes of fin, that puli down wrath upon 
the!land. . ! r 

; for the. day of the Lordctmeth, for it is nigh at hand. 3 An end is come, is come, 
is’come,t as Ezekiel hath it .chap. 7. 6,7. I will overturn , overturn, overturn as the 
fame Prophet hath it clfewhere. Shou/d Vre then make mirth ? as it is in the fame 
Chapter : fhouid we fleep upon a maft-pole, dance upon a weather-cock ? go hal¬ 
lowing and hooping to the place 

• Vtrfe 2. A day of darkntffe, and of gloominefe , 3 Left they fh.ould imagine it to 
be fome light matter, that hath been, and is ftill threatned, he fets forth to the life, 
the bitternefTeof that day, fo lowring and Hghtlefle, that it can hardly be called a 
*‘ij v a dark and dolefiill doomefday it will be to the impenitent, infaufitu & infe - 
Hx, difmall and dreadfull. What better can be expeded by thofe Tenebriones , that 
delight in thedeeds of darkneflfe, and areaded by thole Ruler* of thedarkneffeof 
this world, the Devils, whom they follow as they are led, 1 Cor. 12. 2. till they fall 
vcAo wter darlgneffe, even that darknefle beyond a darknelfe, ( as the dungeon is be- 
- ydnd, or bejow the prifon ) where they fhall never fee the light againe, till they fee 
all the world on . a light fire. Let thofe Luctfuga look to it, that love darknefle 
better then light; for, befides what they meet with here, they fhall one day have 
• their bellies in that dungeon of darknefTe. 

: A day of clou’ds and of thick, darkneffe,"] Caufed by that huge army of Locufts, 
&c.coming in great fwar.ms, and darkning the air. 

as the morning frread upon the mountains, 3 i. e. longe, lateepne, far and neer, all 
the countrey over, and that in an inftant: even as the Morning fpreadeth abroad up- 
omaTudden over the tops of hills, though they be a great way off. Hereby isim- 
e ported,that the calamitie here threatned, is fuch as they can neither avert nor avoid: 

. irretenfibilit eft, faith Luther, 1 

A great people and a Jtrong, J So the Locufts are called. See Chap. 1.4, 5,6. 

not 
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Tt Ukf ^ /C ' “ the Und0fJudca ' of the life conti- 
m »,. the yeers fm™, Heb. cf M agc M J Ma . e fo Dtut 

32.7 7«/3.20. Tb,, affurethus of the greatneflh of this peoples fin fiththev 
,were fo fignaby pumflted : for God doth not ufe to kill flies with beetles as 
they lay. J 

nrji 3. A fire 4 ,ve«reth before them, mibehMe them a flame burmth 1 Such 
waftethefe vernune fhall make: hke as it is faid of the great Turk that whVLevcr 
, he lets Ins foot, there never growes graffe again ; he doth foeatup thecoratrevs 
where he comes wtth his huge arm.es. And the late Lord BrnkX hfcdHbS 
of Eptfcopacynoteth, that that unhappy proverbe amongft ns was not for nought 

The Btfbops foot hath troden here. In Bifcay a Provinr^nP c* • , j g 

fliihops to tome amongft them: and when ,|,e Cathonke’ K 'came b pro- 

greffe hither, accompanied amongft others by the Bilhop of Pampelme the neorfle 
arofe inarmes, drove back the Bifhop , and oatherin/all the Li Zl 9 u-u 
tltey thought he had troden, flung it ,L the la. Wlfac fir’f they ieinSied here ia ‘ 
Queen AUr.cs dayes, devounng fix or feven hundred ae leaft of Gods Sibil wt- 
ne/Tes in five yeers fpace: And what work they made in our remembrance thorow 
out the three Ktngdoms, to the imhroyling of all, and the r own utter ^ne^ I 

him ) i Ktng.jS. 3 2. Tacttm commends it for a fertile foil: fo doth Pliny * but 

therefore unhabitable, asunder the Torrid Zone. Vo place can befo^Jp ,\ l nd 
fume can lay it wafte. A f nit full land t someth the Lord into 
wtekedueffe of them that dwell therein. There is no foot-ftep left at this day of that PI 
gallant Garden, planted by God himfelf: or if ^ceciditrofa fo fbinL lhlZL 
remains in the upper^part of Chaldea, but not the pleafantneffe offhe place. P The 
like we may fay of Sodom , of ferufalem, of Greece of Ada. the 

Indbv' 1 &C ' E n and hach i- ithert ° fubflfl:ed mee ^y b v a miracle ofGods m^rcy' 

h^Nsme P ^°, f t ,1S e “ ni “ r ? lnar >' P atici '« : Lord continue it to the glory of 

his Name, and the good of his poor people. Fiat, fiat. ^ 

■ W*' T t «W c ; ira f ce °f them is ** the appearance of horfes : and lU horfemen 1 
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They arealfo likened unto horfes ( verfe 7. ) fed and fierce to run, and ruftiinto 
the battle, not without noife: Like the »oi/e of a flame of fire that d t vo K reth the 
Rubble Ecclef. 7. 6 . Or the ratling of the lumping charet-whcels , Nahum 3. 2. 

J as a ftrong people jet in battle aray,] In a bloody fight between Amurath the 
third, King of Turkey, and L*zath$ Defpot of Senna, many thoufands fell on 
both Ivies. The brightnefle of the armour, and weapons, was as it had been the 
lightning *.* the multitude of launces, and other horfemens-ftaves (hadowed the 
light of the Sun: arrows and darts fell !o faft, that a man would have thought they 
had poured down from heaven. The noife of the infiruments of warre, with the 
neighing of horfes, and out-cries of men, wasfo terrible and great, that the wild- 
beafts in the mountains ftood aftonied therewith: and theTurkjfb Hiftories, toex- 
preffe the terrour of the day, vainly fay, that the Angels in heaven, amazed with 
that hideous noife, for that time forgot the heavenly hymns, wherewith they always 

glorifie God. , . 

Verfe 6. Bifore their face, the people [ball be much paired, ^ This is a confirma¬ 
tion of the former afiertion: the people when theyfhall fee thofe fwarmsofLo- 
cufts, &c. muttering and marching in the air, they (hall be much pained, ( as a tra¬ 
velling woman is) pangs and forrows (hall take hold of them, their faces (hall be 
as flames, Efay 13. 8. for fear leaft they (houjd light on their countrey, and lay 

all waft. , ... 

all faces [hall gather blackneffe.] Pallorcm, palenefie, fo Caftalio rendrethit: 
a blackfill lead-like-palcne(Te, fuch as is on footy-pots. (theOriginallhereis, hath 
(Fathered a pot , that is by a metonymy, a pot-like-blackneffe) -See Nah. 3.10. fer, 
30.6. Pfal. 68.13. where, by blackneffe ( fuch as Haves and fcullions central by 
lyin rt among the pots, and fmoky, and footy chimney-corners ) is fee forth the ex¬ 
ceeding great fear, and affliftion chat Gods people are oft in: and Irom whence he 
gracioufly promifeth to deliver them that truft in him. Such (hall not be afraid— 
%L[e heart is fixed , trufting in the Lord. It was fear that now caufed ( the naturall 
heat and the blood retiring to the heart, to receive it, as in a hidden furprize, the 
fouldiers run to the Caftle ) palenefie and blacknefle of face. It was hunger after¬ 
wards, that burnt them, Deut. 32. 24- and made their vifages blacker then a cole, 

( as Lam. 4. 8.) or darker then blacknejfe , as the Originall hath it. 

Verfe 7. They [hall run like mighty men , 3 Horribilcs , fortijftmi ut Gigantes. 
They (hall ftrike terrour into others , as in the former verfe : but themfelves, as 
Giants and Conquerours, (hall over-run all, with incredible fwiftnefle and rr'wvefs. 
Strong fouldiers have ftrong finews: and thence their fpeedy marches, and quick 
difpatch. Afiibel was light of foot as a wild-Roe. Athtlles is every where by Ho- 
r mer called Swift-footed. Alexander the Great, being asked how he fo quickly 
conquered fo many countreys ? anfwered, By my nimbienefle. 

C&far, in omnia praceps, faith Lucan , he pafled the Alpes, and was at Rome iv the 
trice, as they fay. His Word was. Vent, vidi,vici, I no fooner came, but I over¬ 
came^ He is faid to have taken a thoufand Towns, conquered three hundred Nati¬ 
ons, took prifoner one million of men, and to have (lain as many. What a deal 
was’done by fo/hua in sl (hortfpaceat the conqueft of Canaan l Charles the fifth, 
Emperour of Germany, is reported to have won in the Indies, by his Captains and 
Commanders there, 28. Kingdoms, in 28. Battles. JBajazet the Great lurk, for 
• his fwiftnefie and fiercenefic , was firnamed Gilderun , or lightning. To fuch 
worthy Warriours, ready and fpeedy, prompt and prefent, are thefe Locufts, Gods 
armed fouldiers, here compared. They [bail run like mighty men, they/hall climbe the 
wall like men of year, that cannot be kept out, that will not be wortted. 

They [hall march every one ( Heb. man ) on his tray, 3 though many, yet they 
(hall not one hinder, or hurt another, but hold a comely equipage, keep rank and 
file, obferve the lawes and rules of difeipline, and fo 

ConjunRipo/lent etiam vehementer inertes. 

They go forth all of them by bands, or gathered together, faith Solomon, Vrov^o. 
27. So do thofe Locufts in the Revelation : the Popifti Clergie under their King, 
the Deftroyer, Rev. 0.11. Locufts they are fitly called, for their nuiuerofity and 

voracity* 
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^Tcity. The Jefuites alone have fometimes 200000- fchollars. And how they 
feed on the'fat and drink the fweec where they fwarmc, who knowes not ? 

they [hall not bredkjhcir ranks] Or, Writh and pervert their paths, asAben-Ezra Sic&K. 
out of the Arabick idiom rendreth it. Hierom teftifieth that He and others fa w Abrab.ik 
in Judea troopes of Locufts flying in fo even an order, ut n'e punch quidem ant c °muta m 
ufig/ic traufverfo declinent ad alteram, that you could not fay they brake rank at all; 
unto or dir, e & difpofitione jubentis Dei volitant, faith He, fo ftrid and beautifull . • 9 
difeipline there is in Gods whole army, to whom belong the Jheilds of the earth, the * * ' 

/Militia of the whole world. 

Verfe 8 Neither [ball one t hr aft another 3 Or Jlraiten another. The Greek word 
J)am> to preffe and perfecute, feemes to come from this Hebrew word Dak/g. The 
prophet ftill aliudech to the manner of marftialling armies in fuch fort, as that 
neither may the fouldiers hinder one another, nor the enemy have any advantage 
to break in upon them. Exercitus pttlchre difpofitus, cf amicis pulcherrimus vide- 
tttr, & hofiibus inexpngnabilis, faith Zetsopbon - that is, A well-ordered army TnOcccnom. 
feemeth both beautifull to their friends, and invincible to their enemies. 

They.foallwalkjvery one 3 Heb. Man, Mighty manq. d. Each locuft (hall walk ’"teX 
and ftalk, as a ftrong lufty man in his trodden track, in the path that God hath put vtr validm - 
him into, and (Ball hold to it. 

and when they fall upon the fivord~\ Heb. the long (word, or javelin, theyfhall 1 
not be wounded : as if they were unwoundable, or (hot-free, as the Poet fabled of 
Acljslics , and as the Perfians, vanquiflied by the Athenians at the field of Mara¬ 
thon, cried out 

Jidfasuey, » rrrnjtm' wTpeloy,o[*ey, £ ipojsiopTde StildtUf, 

TVs fell them , yet they fait not: We them wound. 

And thinkjhem dead, but they are fafe and found. 

Verfe 9 They [ball "itnto and fro] As fouldiers do when they have taken a town 
by a (fault, and havj leave to plunder. En vicloriam & hofttlem infultationem, faith 
Mercer here, see the lively porcraidiurc of Victory and Triumph. 

thij (hallrtt noon‘he 1. 0] After they have lealed it (as afore) they (hall walk 
or run upon it asCmqierors, without feare of an enemy : Alexander the great would 
dofo. 

they /ball climb up upon the houfes] No longer now the owners caftles : for 
they (hall be ferrited our of their retiring roomes, or forced to do as Sardanapalns 
the AlTyrian Monarch did ■ who, ftraighted by the enemy, facrificed himfelfwith 
his wealth and wenches to Vulcan in a wood-pile, ( as One phrafeth it) in his royall 
pallacc. 

they /ball enter in at the Windows, as a theef ] whofe property is 1. to climb up 
fome other way, and not to enter in by the dore Ioh. 10, death alfo getteth in 
by the windowes and that way entreth into palaces Ier. 9. 21. fodoth Satan (that 
theef of the truth, as Baft calleth him) wind himfelfinto the foul by the eyes, thofe 
windowes of wickednefte and loop-holes of luft. 2. to rifle and ranfack, and ieave 
little enough behind him. What clean-work thefe inlets made, fee before chap. 1.4. 
and take notice what great matters God Almighty can do by themoft contempti¬ 
ble creatures. /Quid cinipbe villus, faith Vhilo the Jew, what can be bafer then a 
1 loufe? and yet all the ftrengch of Egypt was brought down by that defpicable 
vermine? P liny in his eight book and twenty fourth chapter tel’s ns out of Mr. c/autexitii 
Varro, that a great town in Spain was undermined and overturned by conyes ; domrrenta 
another in T hcjfaly by Moles : a third in France undone bylToggs: a fourth in ("ntx con- 
Africa by Locufts; a fift in Italy by Serpents A'c. Who hath not heard of Hatro, 
thac mcrcilcflc Archbifltiopof Ments devoured by Mice, though he had morted Mwfter. 
up himfelfagainft their invafton in an Hand ? God cannot pofiibly want a weapon rofmogr.An. 
wherewith to beat his Rebels. D cm. 96?, 

Verfe 10 The earth [ball quake before them Crc.] Tragic is fipuris calamitatem 
amplfficat, faith Luther here. By fuch tragical tcarmes the Prophets ufe to fee 
forth an horrible defolation, fuch as firftthe Alfyriansand afterwards the Romanes 
brought upon the Jcvves; the Turks and Saracens upon the Chriftian churches 
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whether there were any fuch earthquake or ftupendious concuflioi^fi^Z~T r 
bodies as is here delinked, is uncertain. Strange forerunners there were bnrh 7 
heaven and earth of the lalldeftruftion of leru/alem, asChrift alfo had forerolIT 
In thedayes of the Emperour, the Sun for the greateft part of an ve a ~ 

gave fo little light that it was but equal! to the light of the Moon the skvh«„T 
clear without clouds or any thing to fliadow it: after which, there followed a 
famine, and mucn war and bloodfhed. s ac 

the Sun and the moon Jball be dark,] Wondrous expreffions to meet with their 
wondrous tepidity. The Hebrew Dottors (and Oecolampadim much difliketh r 
not) allegorize the text; and by the earth underhand the common people bv ti e 
We« the Grandees, by the Sun and Moon the king and kingdome ashy the 
Starret thofe ofmdifferent rank, all which are woe begone (as they fay) by reafon 
oftheprefent calamities : as when upon the death of Prince Henry, Great Brit 
tain was faid to be all m black; and as Demade, was wont to fay of the Athenians 
nanqaam eotfapert mf.palUs veftibns indntos that they were never fo wile as when' 
they were in mourning weeds. 5 

Vcrfc 11 And theLord (hall utter his voice before hit army J In the head of his 
as G , encr ^ ufe to do for incouraging the fouldiers. A General (hould be 
like J&imhans Orator, Vtr bonus, dtcendt peritus, both valiant and eloquent as 
C( fio Cinforms, Opt smut Orator, Optimus ettam Imperator faith Pliny * and 
Julius Cafar, and Hunniades, who were Matters of fpeecli as well as men of their 
hands; So was Joab Davids General, ofwhofe fpecch to the army 2 Sam 10. 12 
Pellican faith Nonpotuit vox Duce dignior cogttari, A braver fpeech could not have 
been uttered by the mouth of a mortal. But here God himfelf uttercth hu voice 
, before bu army : for the Lord is a of war Exod. 15.3. a Vector of manes 
(as the Chalde there hath itj and what wonder fith the voice of the Lord is power- 
fnll thcvoyceofthe Lord is full of Mafifly. P/a/. 29. 4. hefetson and g.ves* 
the fignal of the battel to thefe Locutts, he puts ipirit into them and cryes Con- 
rage, my hearts : and thence it is, that they are fo valorous and vi Aorious 
for his camp ts very great} Hu camp thefe Locutts are called, though they knew 
itnot ? HelniTeth for the Hie of Egypt and for the Bee, that is in the land of 
Aflyria. And they (ball come and reft all of them in the defolate vaJlyes &a 

f -n V T r- J h i C W* is . tbc rod of Gods anger, and the ttafin his hand. 

I will lend him faith the Lord, agatntt an hypocriticall nation, to avenge the quar¬ 
rel of my covenant. Howbeit hemeaneth notfo, neither doth his heart think fo 

5 C " ni r • 10 ; V f* 7 ' , But ic is bere * as when in applying of horfe-leechej* 
the Pbyfician fecketh the health of his patient, the leech only the filling of hiS^ 
gorge. Almighty God as he difpofeth and ordereth membra culicis & \hHcU 
as Atifim hath it, the members of the meaneft creatures; fo by the fame power and 
providence, he over-ruleth all their motions, to his own glory. P 

for he is fining that exccuteth his word} Or, that thing is fir on? that weak Lo- 
fhdi ^God^lhaU do his will vigoroufly(and not faindy as^r. 48.10.) 

fhall go through flitch with it, and none (hall hinder it. 1 r ) 

for the day of the Lord is great and very terrible} Tremble therefore and humble 
rhef I th ui 1§hcy hand of Cod: leC Ch,s earth q u ake worke in you an heart-quake, 
L(tlTormofrT'T 0aS an f cahm ' c | i “ 1 Jtawfrom you ajholcr of tcares%tit 
thcnfot^trtd. 5 ' 0 ” ‘” S! un e ^y c bo ^' c better co be carnally fecund 

ViTtffufnttPs 0rdfc 5 oid ; C , tlien by repentance ? Am. 8 . 12. 

cureof bleedinn - d /‘ a u’ fr ° m G ° ds an g crt0 Gods grace. Wood-letting is a 
toefcfnehim■ S a 'cmlV"™,? CUr • a S ainl * a burn - Runni "gto God is the way 
the blow.” 3310 dole, and get in with lumtliat would ftrikeyou, doth avoid 

,he L ‘ri ] Now though it be late firth and as 
you may think, too late. Nod,, though the dreadful! day of the Lord be very peer 
at hand: yea though the Locuttsbe already come, as Kimch, fen/eth it. Obthac 
1 know at the lafl in this pour day of grace, the thiuf, that brlonf toyonr 

f Bchold OTW gaK b 'i h “ t ’ cb /dtsw-bndg taken up the "taper burnt'out&c. 
Behold notv is the accepted timet behold now ts the day of falvLen, 2 Cor. 6. 2. 
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The Apoftle ( after the Prophet hjay ) purpofejy beateth upon the ^ pvv; as if be. 

Should fay, Nortyomever ; fith thou rnayeft T the very next minute, be cut off by 
the (Vroke of death from allfurther time ofrepencance and acceptation. Up there- 
fore and be doing: It is the Lord himlelf that- thus .faith, . , ' 

Turn je even to me, J Vftjde ttd mc i altogether as far as to me : give not the Stuk'nia fen^ 
half turn onely; begin not to repent,' and then give over the work. S^rne are ever P' r w* vi- 
about to repent, but they can never finde time, and hearts to fee ferioufly about iCi wie ‘ btni 
to do it in good earned. Some wamblings they have-as I may fay, and fome (hort- 
winded wifhes, fomekindeof willingneffe and velleiry, but it doth not boylupto 
the full height of refolution to return. The ^Prodigall changed many places, ere he 
came home. Many came out of Egypt, that yet never came into Canaan. 

with ad your heart ,2 with the heart, far. 4.14. Prov. 23. 26. and with the 
whole heart, in oppofition to a divided heart, Hof. 10. 2. a double heart, Jam.spp,. 
a heart, and a heart, P fat. 12. 2. Th is whole heart, is eliewhere^^called, a true heart, 

Heb. 10. 22. a perftft heart, 2 Chron. 16. 10. truth in the inwards, p J*l. 5 1.6. 
where there is an unfained faith, 1 Tim. r. 5. laborious love, 1 Thef. 1. 3. found . _ 

and cordiaJl repentance, as here, undiffembled wifdome, /am. 3.17. fuch holindTc 
as rendreth a man like to a chryftall glalTe with a light in the middeft of ic, doing the 
truth, /oh. 3.21 and having^ works fall. Rev. 3. 1, 2. being a true worftiippcr, 

/oh. 4. 24. an I fraclite indeed, I oh. 1 .47. God, he knows to be juf(, and jealous: 

he will not endure, corrivaIs, or compartners in the kingdome. His jurifdidion is • 

without peculiar .* he will not divide with the Devil. Be the gods of the Heathen 1 . 

good-fellows ? faith One ; the tiue God is a jealous God, and will not fhare his 

glory with another. He muft be ferved trueij i that there be no halting ; and totally, 

that there be no halving . : 

and with fafiing, weeping, and'With mourning.'} with deep, and down*right 
humiliation, futable to your fins as -Es-n 9. 6. ye have inveterate ftains j fuch as 
will not be gotten out, till the cloth be almoft rtibb'd to pieces.' Satan hath intrench¬ 
ed himfelr in your hearts, and will not be gotten out, but by faffing and prayer#, 

Faffing, is of it felt but a bodily exercife, and meriteth nothing; for religion con^ii 
fiffeth nocin meat and drink}un the belly full or empty, ^^.14. 17. 6W.2.23.' 

But faffing is a lin .ular furtliefance to the praefifeof repentance, and the enforcing 

of our prayers, .ee B**-. 8. 21.. As full feeding increaleth corruption, ler. 5, 7,8. . 

fo religious’ Aiftinence maceraceth, tameth , -and fubdueth the d.ebell Hefh, 1 Cor. 

9.27; giving it the blew-eye^s t!>ere,'and 2:Cor, y. 11 fo that not the body fo much, di vtmiL/m, 
as the foul is made-m»« aftive- by emptinefie. Fatting dayesare foul-fatting dayes, 
they, fit men for converfion as here, and make much to the,bumbling of the fpirit; 
hence they arecaiied dayes.of humiliation, and of felfaifiidfion, Levit. it. 31.'; ' , 

and 23.37. ■ ' ’■ ■ 

and with weeping, ^ Drown your fins ifra drfogeof tears ■ deanfeyour wounds 
by wafhing in this precious water : quench helUfire with it, kill the wo rn, fetch 
out fins venome: there's a healiftg'property in thefe troubled waters. Tears-ofjvme- 
brarkhesare faid to cure the leprofie, and the Olive is repor*tedto bemott-fruittull, 

9 When it moft diftil eth. 1 hefe April (bowers 'bring on /'T^r-flewers, and make the 
heart as a watered garden ; or .as fome faces appear moft .oriiently beautifull when 
moft bedewed with tears. Peter never lookt fofweetly as when he wept'bitterly. 

Jbavii never fung more pathetica Hy then when his heart was broken moft penifen- 
tialiy, p fal. 6 . and 5 r. when tears m ttead of gemmes were the ornament of his bed, 
as Chryfoflom f peaketh. Mary*Magdalen (that great Weeper ) as fbe made her eyes 
a fountain. co wafh Chritts feet in^ fo (he had his wounds as a fountain to bach her 
foul in; yea (he had afcei*wards ; the firft fight of the revived Pi eentv, whom (hec 
held fatt by thofe feet, that had lately trod upon the lion,' and the adder,-&c- 
and with mourning.} This is added, as a degree beyond the former. Mqnmay 
fatt, and yet find t’eir yleafuresf-Ehy 58. 13.’weep out of ftomackas Ef*»i or 
complement, as Vhrjne the harlot, who was'fimamed weep-laugh, be- • 

caule (he could eafily do either: ‘and as amohgthe; Braftlvahs, tears are for a- pre- 
• fent falutatiqn, and as foon gone, as if they had faid^ : How do ye ? What is an hum* 
blingday, withoutan humbled heart? not onely a religiousincor/gruity, but anhigh Pnidrref/ufii 
provocation^ like Zmtris aft, vyhen all the Congregation were weeping,! before Ovid. 
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the door of the Tabernacle. Here therefore the Lord calleth to mourning, funeral 
Nudique mar - mournings as the word fignifieeh : with tabring upon the breaft, Nah. z. 7. ftnicing 
mortis fercujfit ont h c thigh, Jer. 31.19. beating on the head, face, and other parts, ficut mulier n 
ptfora patmis. £uU in ?Herfer j 9 f acer e plenty faith Luther there. See Ef«y p. 11. and 22. . 

hghfmargin. Sorrow for fin muft not be flight and hidden, but fad and. foaking: the heart muft 
be turned into an Hadadrimmon, Zech. 12. 10, n. where the Preset feems in a! 
fort, to be at a Hand, for comparifons fit enough, and full enough* to fee forth their 
forrow, who looking upon Cbrift whom they had pierced, felt the very nails flick¬ 
ing in their own hearts, as fo many (harp daggers, or flings of fcorpions. The good 
foul (fay the School-men ) feeth more caufe of grief for finning, then for the 
death of Chrift: becaufe therein was alicjuid placcnSy fbmething that pleafeth* 
but finne is fimp licit er difplicens , Amply difploafing. So that Gods mourners 
need not fend for mourning yeomen to teach them to mourn, as Jer. 19. 17. but 
rather have need to be comforted, left they (hould be iwallowed up with over-, 
much grief, zCor. 2.7. and left Satan get an advantage againft them, verfe ni 
a & Mfn by mixing the detcftable darnell of defperation, with the godly forrow of a pure pc- 
* ** nitent heart, as Mr. Phiipot Martyr fpeaketh. 

Verfe 13. Andrew your heart and not your grirment iff) i. e. not your garment* 
Schindler onely, which wa sgefitu perturbations, among the Jews, a gefture ufuall with them, 
to fet forth the greacnefie of their grief and difpleafurej as t. At funerals, and 
TumpiusMnt- Ioffe of friends, as Gen. 37. 2. In cafe of blafphemy, as 2 King.iS. 3. in time 

atbumcruab . of common calamity, Efth. 4.1. Godly forrow for finne fhou Id exceed all other 
fmaerevejiem f orrows whaefoever, both in intention, and exrcnfion: the whole foul lending con- 
Joctre Deoty tinuall ftreams into it out of every faculty. And hence it is that the Prophet here. 
& tendere ' calleth upon them co Ronty and as it were to difeontinnate their hearts, Cor into -• 
ptimv. Vug. grut»y cor fetfunty the broken heart is the onely found heart: and co rent the gar- 
ment, and not the heart, is as very a juggle as that of Players, who feem to wOund 
themfelvcs, but do not j and makeia fhew of chrufting chemfelves thorow their bo¬ 
dies, but the fword paffech onely thorow their cloches. Stage-players can ad to che 
life chofe whom they perfonace $ ycaout-ftrip them in outward adions: fodohyki 
aeroB.34.a7 pocrites the true Chriflian. Doth good Jofiah melf at the menaces of tbe law£ 
and:weep, and rend his clothes,, and humble himfelf? wicked Ab«b will, alfaiaf 
1King.a1.t7. ]ike cafe, rend his cloches, putfackdoch upon his flefh, faft, he in fack cloth^ andr> 
go foftly apd heavily ^ as forrowfull men and mourners ufe to do. Doth the PuWi*i 
’ can fix'his eyes on the ground? thofe hypocrites in Efay will hang down cheip 

heads asbulrufhcs. Doth holy Timtthy weaken his conflitution with religious ab*. 
ftinence f the falfe pharifee will not onely weaken his conflitution, but wither andi 
e&4<tri£«CT, diffigure his complexion, that he may appear to men to faft, Matth. 6. 16. Sucbf 
pains men will be at for applaufe, for a little ftinking breath ; which yet cannofr 
blow one cold blaft upon them, when they fhafl be frying in hell for their feeming- 
nefle. Rent therefore your htartSy faith the Prophet: break up your fallow-grouna,! 
circumcife your felves to the Lord,and take away the filthy fore-skin of your hearts,> 
Jer. 4. 3i4. wafh them from wickednefTe that ye may be faved , verfe 14. Be ye: 
adive, and voluntaries in your forrows for finne. Virtue. nolentium nulla efi ; Famccta 
and forced grief is nothing worth* Judas grieved, confeffed, reftored, and yet ! 
mifearried. He went not forth, as Ffter 9 to weep bitterly : he did not call himfelf: 
into heavinefle, as Jam. 4.9, 10. It was fired out of him, as Tweet-water out of 
rofes. It was fqueezed out of him* , as ycrjuice out of crabs. Gods people are corti-: 
manded to tbemfelves with voluntary forrows, L t v. 16. to loach themfelvcs- 
Roro.fi.*?. for all their abominations, Ekc k,. 16. to men ifie the deeds of the body by the jpirit,, 
to do it with their own hands: and not to give over the pradifeofit, till they fed 
their hearts to ake, and quake within them, yea to fall afunder in their bofomes, 
like drops of water. See all this done by David, after he had numbred the people, 

2 Sam. 24. xo. Some fhadow of it we have in the example of Epaminondas the- 
Theban Generali, who the-next day after the Vidory and Triumph, went droop- 
Fktrn ing and hanging down his head: and being asked, why he did fo ? he anfwered,; 

Tefterday 1 felt my felf too much tickled with vain-glory ; therefore 1 correft my 
a Sam.a4.10. felf for it to day. But we have a better example in holy. David 9 who k heart fmote ' 
Expounded. faith the Text, and made him finart inwardly. He was not yet fmitten, cither; 
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by Gods hand, or the Prophets reproof ( as aftervi/^rdsT but his fandified conCci- 
enetdid its office of a faithfull Mohicour, and hcSuftiold Chaplain: his heart mif. 

' gave him- Bee-mafters tell us, chat thofe are the Scft hives, thac make the greateft 
' Soife. . Sure it is that chat's thebefl cdnfcierice, that fiiflers riot a man tofleep.in 
fin. tldyids heart fmolie him. But for what ? for numbrihg the people. . ft was for 
his own fin, for a fmall, for a fecret fin, f6r a failing in the mariner only.... David 
kn<iw that a man may dye as well of an inward bleeeding, as of an outward hurt. 

, The gbod foul is oft afflided for fay lings in that holy duty which others applaud 
and extol. And David fdid Unto the'Lard : he Could not retf till h.e had .openei 
his mind onto him by confeifiqn and application, arid fo got a vent to his troubled 
fpirit: as when a fore is opened, th^re iseafe immediately. To God therefore he 
addrelfeth himfelf, not to men (as Judas did and Papiftsdo, and many amongftus 
being in pain of confcience will rathef (hark fdr eafe, then fue for pardon y ) and 
flckrioivledgeth with aggravation the iniquity of hit finf the finfulneflc of it as ; 

Pauls expreiljori \s Rom. 7. 13. (for fin is fo vile thaVhb could call it no worfe then Pfil. 3a. 3. 

by ft's" own name) 1 have fnned greatly in that I have' done : his fin Ywelled like a ‘ 
toad in his eyes, and he (pat it out of his mouth with utmoft indignation. He con- 
fefleth fotrow'fully, but not defperately , as Iudas: For hef both: cryes for pardon. 

Ta he dway t he iniquity (for as for the puniftiment how he' flood, atte^ed fee verfe. 

17. Let thine handy I prdj thee, be againfi me , anct my fathers houfe) and conchl- 
derh himfelf Gods fervanty yea proveth hiirifeliToj (asTome godly leairned think,) 
by thofe following words. For 1 have done foulijhly i q. d. If I deferve not to Jbe 
called' Gbds fervahc in regard of my late fin (a^id indeed. Gbd calls him but plain 
David verfe. 12. Goeand fay to DaviH ? not to my fervant David, as at other 
times;) y et. at leaft in regard of my later fcrvice of co^fefliori joyned with Refor¬ 
mation j for now I fee / have done veryfdolijhiyf Wno once thought I had done 
wondrous wifely and politicly. r T . 

and turn tint 0 the Lord jour God f t) f turning tb^God fee at(large, the Note on 
Zach. 1. 3. Here it is prefcribtfd as a remedy againft Gods,wrath,'and prefled' 
again arid again, to fli’ew 'the neceflity df doing ic, A ' or we are uCteriy unddrie. ' 'So.- 
elfewhere. Turn you, turn yoUy whf uilfjpu dye except' ye repeal, mufi needfy 
perifi. Aut pothitendum dut pereundudty Either you thrift trirri bn earth, or burn joh. 3.^; 
in hell: be born again, or ye cannotTee the kingdotae of God. 1 Hbaven Was coo 
hot tb hold the Apoftate-Angels. And although the dcvill could get iricopara- 
dife : yet no unclean thing ever gat: irito he^yen.' No dirty do^ may tfkmpleoti 
that golden payement. The pure in heart only can fee God 9 as whole eyes can look 
upon the Suri-beame's, and as trarifpareht bodies receive 'the'Tighc. ' jf wr'njdu there¬ 
fore unto ihe J Lord , If* a man fee a Lion or a burning fire before him^. h^ will make 
foirie ftiift to turn another way. So here : biafle, for there is rib’fafecy in going 
forward :' rich our Godi? acorifuming fire: andas a roaring lion ill tear, arid, 
rent the cawleof our hearts in fundejnfffl/ 1^ 8. if We rent not ourheart?,, arid' 
turn untohimr. By' turning 'may well be J .riere medrit Rcfprmacipn, chat Repentance, 
from fn (as Humiliation before required^ is in Icriptute called 1 Repentance for fin) for 1 
it is not enough to mount urileftewe m'erid alfoV to. bewail our wick^driefle, but 
wemuflcmBrace b'etcef cburfes, fer. 26 13'' Efal.ii'ftj&'.Afat. ;[jt t 8. Rom. 12. ' 
p,& 13,11! Ephl+zir Cod for thi^ckufe eives W|he light of Nafore arid Scrip^- 
ture, befides othet mearies, and time enough. Ha^be giveri us 'bu't one Prophet 
onely, and but forty dayes, as he' dealt, by'Nineveh," we rfi'orijd have done it zi 
they did. How much more now that we abound with' leiiui‘e ! (read Jezebels fin and 
feritence 2. 21,) arid haveio many^Prophets fifing up early and Tpeakihg to.us. 

Turn ye again noty every one from hie* eyiffwaj Jer. 25/4, ,5. what will become of . 

us ifwe refufe tb be'ireclafmed, h%To be healed/'^Thfe°pri'e'. Prophet here fills hi?. * 
mouth with arguments. Firft, itis ripe to^^a’tyrant^ bra'ftrariger that ypu are exhor¬ 
ted to turn, but to the Lord your Gody to him that is-your headj, husb^d, father, 
who bans putting 4 way % having once betroched you tbiiimielf friTightebufocfle arid 
in judgement, and in loving kindrielfe, arid in tender mertics^ Hef'fz. 19, Nexc, 

This Lord our God it, for his fweet and patient nature herb fet forth'cb be ^r**fibw t 
and will therefore love you freely Hof. 14. ef. Merciful^ arid 1 will therefore piety " 
your mifery: Sion? to anger , or not apt tofnufy but'a majfer of hisrrraih Nab. 1.2, 

and 
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and! one that can hear more then any ocher whaefoever Mic. 7. 17. . 

And, of great, kinftncffe} or Much in goodneftc , doing good to the evil! and un¬ 
thankful, as our Saviour yokes them. . 

and repenteth him of the tviQ A little punifhment being enough to . a father for a 
great fault. Where note, that Gods repentance is not a change of his will,' but 
1 of his work only: and fo he repents for his people, when he feeth their power is 
gone. Dent. 32. 36. when there is digests vi'ndice nodus, an extremity fit fordid 
vinepower to interppfc: ,when the enemies are ready to devour the church or Sa¬ 
tan to fwallow down Gods child in defpair, his bowels work, he can hold nolbn- 
ger, ,but cries Ssve my child, five my church cre Jer. 31. 20. then he fends out 
his i'jldandamtis' for ’deliverance, [fi/fil. 44. 4. then he conies with his Non obftante 
as Pjfal. 166. "8... iff. 57. 15 Now who would notrecurn to.fuch a God > and 
wliat'heart can refift fuch poweriull Rhetorick ? An heape of words wo have here 
(taken for moft parr out of Exod. 3 4. 6-) an<| all co draw out faith, and encou- 
rage thofe that ,^ave any mind to-look toward God.. It is no fuch eafie thing to 
' beleeye, as|on^fo]kcphceic‘j" and to comfort a confcience caft down in the ienfe 
of fin andfear of wrath is no leffe difficulty faith Luther, then to.Vaije the dead from) 
the grave. If men fear they, ihali fail of mercy upon their return to God. Either 
they will fall into dedolencyor defpair. But perfwade them once of the goodneftc 
of God, and it will lead them to repentance; Rom. 2, 4. Let them fee that in 
their fathers houfeis bread enough, and they will home immediatiy : that God 
will abundantly pardon t and lie iLall have fuitors great If ore. Eja. 55. 7. The 
fweet and graii.ous nature of God (hould be as a perpetuail pifture in our hearts • 
and an effe&ualmotive to make men turn unto him. 

Verfe 14 Who t^noweth ifhereiU return and repent drc. J Hitherto the Prophet 
had argued from Gods gratious difpofition: now here from his curteous and 
bounteous dealing with his converts! 

Who knev-fth tf &£. J This is not the fpecch of one that doubteth and isuiicer- 
tjfih.fas wasthat 1 of D.vid'i S«m. 12. 22, who .can tell whether ^od will have 
ih^ty.on irje, c th a t the child; may live.? ) but of one earneftly affirming and avouch- ‘ 
ing, as was that 'of ilordetai ’ Efth. 4. 14. And who knoweth whether thOuart 
conie to the kingdome for fuel) a’tipie as this ? q. d. /1 is fure chomarc. And ie'is J 
- l noieffe furc ..that if men Turn to^God, he will turn to them ' Zach. 1.3. and that 
wlutfierfpcvef ’he cpmes^ he leaves a bldling behind him. His fa vour is ho emjity 
favoift: it is'not like the win ter-Suri, that caffs .1 goodly, countenance on the 
ehirth, but gives'liftle-heat and ^comfort God ever con.es ‘with his Cornucopia in 
his hand : and!his fteps tirop fatnefte. Then1'fhall.the earth yield her increafe, and 
God e ven our own God fhall blefsus, faith the church Pfal. “ 6 y: 6. he will do it 
the ratliep,. fait.Ii our Prophet, that his people may.the 1 more chereiully ferve him, 
when they fhall ha ve a meat-offering and a drink-offering, et fic iff uneat ini ger cul- 
tttj'ipfiui, arid fo'be. may have, liis dayly fefvice duely performed: for of this 
the faints are riioft felicitous: Tt is their djefire that God fhouMfo'glorified, rathtr 
then that thenifelves fhould be gratified, and their own turris,ferved. 

Verfe 15 B/ .iy the trumpet in that all may hear, and convene: thofe 

of Jerufalem in the temple, and the fell in their feverall Synagogues Lev: 2*3. 31. 
for that yearly was, ftandard to the; reft, kept' upon extraordinary and emer- 
gent occafioris, as .here ftt for the. preventing ofthd fore threatened judgment, Pa- 
pifts appoint let fafting-dayes as Lent , and Frida.}, in every week, tves Pf holly- 
dayes &c. whether the times be clear or cloudy! [ A Lapide, alfo the Jefuite keepes 
a coyle againft Luther and the Centurifts, for decrying' their Popiih procellions 
and publike Lctames, which he chinks to be here and elfewhere authorifed. A 
’'•difepurfe he givetli us here too, about the ufc and original of bells among chrifti- 
ans, anfwerabie to trumpets amongft the Jewes. A Sj mmift of his, Cenatu Biffiop 
oTliuranches, to prove their Pope-holy Chufch the true Chiircl',maketh no mention 
at #11 either of.Preaching or Sacraments: but producech bells tor a fufEcient mark 
of the Cacholke true church:w? have^e///,faith he.whereby our Afteniblies are ordi¬ 
narily called together: but the Lutherans have claps of harquebuses and ptftoletsfot 
1. fignes whereby they congregate: betwixt which and bells he makech a long Anti- 
thefts : and thereheftee inferreth, that the church of Rome is the true church. A 

proper 


Chap •£. 


proper argument: and yet the man pleafeth himfelf as much in it, as the fecond- 
Councell ofNicedid in their profound proofs for idolatry,which (as One well faith of 
them) were fuch as that the Images themfelves (if they were fenfible; would blufh 
to hear repeated. 

SanEHfy afaftTf See the Note on chap. 1. 14. Proclaime a religious abftincnce 
from all kind of fuftenance ( 2 Sam, 12. 17. John . 3. J forafeafon, either from 
morning till evening, as Judg. 20. 26. 2 Sam. 3- 35. or Rom evening till eve¬ 
ning Lev. 23. 32. or longer as Efth. 4. 16. AEl. 9. 9. as the hand and wrath 
of God is more or leffe felt or feared. But the leaft time that may be, is a whole 
day: there is an old Canon, that our fafts fhould continue ufquc d H m ftelU in 
. eoeloappareant till the ftarrs appear in the sky. The very Turksjn their folemn fafts 
cate nothing all the day till night: yeafo precife they are, that upon their fafting 
dayes they will notfo much as wafh their mouths with water, till the ftarrs appear : 
which- maketh their fafts (efpecially in the Summer, when the dayes be long and 
hot,) to be unto them very tedious. Chriftians hold and teach that nature is by 
fafting to be chaftifed, and not difabled for fervice: and that fuch as cannot fall 
fo long but they fhall either indanger health, or be unfitted for the fpiritual duties 
of the day, may cat: provided, that they abufe not this liberty to the fatisfying 
of the flefh. Coloft: 2. 23. 1 Tim. 5. 23. 

call a folemn affemb/y j See chap. 1. 14. with the Note. 

Verfe 16. Gather the people , Santtifie the Congregation &c.f Let the Priefts 
Godsminificrsfeetoit, that the people come together : and for the better too, 
as much as in them lies. For they are to the people in place of watchmen, of Cen- 
tinels, of Hmbafladors, and in thrifts o^en fteatL who feemes to fay unto them as 
Pftl. 50. 5. Gather my faints together me, thofe that have made a Covenant 
ypithme by facrifice y that they may meet me with intreaties of peace, difarmemine 
indignation conceived again!! them, and quench the flame thereof with their tears; 
not quench the fpinc in their teachers by their croffenefle, -and backwardnefle to 
bulinefie of this nature, 

affemble the Elders’} Whether for age as lob. 15. 10. or for place of authority 
as loft). 7, 6. 1 Sam. 15. 30. Ruth. 4. 4, Thefe mull be chief doers and molt 
forward at fafts, as was jofliuah, Jehofapat, the King of Niniveh, Ezra See. For 
1 they are moft guilty in regard of their years and their office which either addeth 
two wings to[their,fins viz. Ehcample, and Scandal , whereby facile veUnty non 
facile violant they fore much higher, and fly r&uch further. 2 Their prefence, 
counfel, and countenance may be a great furtherance to the work. See E^if. 4 6. 
10. The Prince in the middeft of the people, when they go in, fhallgo in : and 
when they goe forth, fhall go forth. A Lapide faith, that the Elder fort are 
to meet, becaufe they are leaft luftfull, and more prayerfull. It fhould be fo I con- 
fefle : but how many old goats are there abroad,, that even hang over hell, which 
gapeth for them ? and as the canker fooneft entreth into the white rofe, fodoth' 
/corruption eafily creep into the white head. He was a rare old man of whom we 
read, that being tempted to fin faid, Nay : leaf: he fhould ftain his 'tohite bead , 

Gather the children and thofe that fuck, the brefts} For they are church-members, 
and to them alfo pertain the publike dangers and calamities; out of which times 
and cafes, children and Novices are not to be tied to thefe aufterities of religion, (as 
our Saviour fheweth Mat. 9. 17.) as little, as new wine is to be put into old vcf- 
els. Add hereunto, chat the parents might by the fight of their poor children 
(fubjett to Gods wrath by their default, ) be brought to a further fenfe of their 
own finfulneffe; and moved by their cryes and laments ut ferventius orent, & pa¬ 
rent, to cry and pray more earneftly. 

Let the bridegroom go forth of his chamber ] The new-married-man was by the 
law allowed to cheare up bis wife Deut. 24. 5. and therefore exempted from war¬ 
fare, and other publike imployments abroad Dent. 20 7 and the wedding-day is 
called the day of the rcjoycing of a mans heart Cant , 311. They were wont to have 
a week of feafting at fuch times Gen. 29. 27. Fulfill her rpcel^k. of banquet and 
bride-ale, as they call it. And it is noted as an abfurd thing in Sampfons wife, 
that (he wept all the feven dayes of fuch a feaft, when mirth was fo much in feafon. 
But is it a time for men to hang their hearts upon the merry pin, when God callcs 
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them to hang up their Harps upon the Willow-trees ? when the (word is fharpe- 
ned to make a fore (laughter, when it is fourbiflied and glittfreth, and -ontenmcfti. 
the i‘od, ( i . e. letter and lighter judgements, that ufually. fore-run it ) (hould W 
then make mirth? Ezi\.zi. io. Should men cat, and drink, and marry, and be 
merry, when to morrow they may look to die, and are already (tumbling in the 
valley of the (hadow of death ? Such a thing the old world may do, buried in fc- 
curity, and to be (hortly therefore buried in one univerlall grave of waters But 
holy Noah was vexed at it: and Ambrofe thinks ( not without reafon ) that during 
the time of the deluge, all the while that he was in the Ark, hee came as little at’ 
his wife, as 'Uriah did, while the Ark, and Judah, and Ifrael abode in Tents, and' 
Joab, and the Hofte encamped in the fields, 2 Sam. 11. 11. Nehemiah, though a' 
great Courtier, and the Kings Cup-bearer, could not but be fad, when it went ill 
with the Church: all comforts then were buc Jch.tbods to him, lice had no joy of 
them. Sorrow at fuch a time is better then laughter: for by the fadnefle of the 
countenance the heart is made better, Ecclef. 7. 3. The mad world is a perieft 
Granger to the truth of this facred Pofition, as having fo far banifhed fadnette, that 
they are profeft enemies to ferioufnette; and ftick not to light a candle at the devil 
( as they fay ) for finfull lightfomneffe. But wo be to fuch mad Mirth-mongers, 
faith our Saviour, Luke 6. 25. and after him, Sc. James chap. 5. 1,5. and before 
them both, the Prophet Efay chap. 22.12,13,14. and the Prophet slmos chap . 6. 
4, 5,6. What fo lawfull as the ufeof the marriage-bed, Neb. 13. 4? and for 
whom more lawfull, then for the bride-groom, and bride ? Yet in a common cala¬ 
mity, and in a day of reftraint ( as a faft-day is called, ’joclz. 35.) married couples 
muft abftain, 1 Cor. 7. 5. where the Apoftle fpeakech of a publike faff, as Peter 
Martyr obferveth. Hence Zcch. 8. 19. they feparated themjehes, at fuch a time: 
And it is fpoken of as a foul finne, Efay 58. 3. behold in the day of your Lift, ye 
f ade pieafwe. All fenfuall delights, though never fo lawfull at other times, niuft 
bee then lufpendcd arid laid afidc: As niufi ck, mirth, perfumes, Da?;. 6. 18. 
brave apparreil, Exod. 33. 4,&c. all ornaments of the body, loft-lying, 2 Sum 12. 

1 6. all cheerfulnette and outward joy, Iudg. 20. 26. 1 Sam. 7. 8. The Roman 
Cenfor pumfhed one that (hewed himfelf out of a window, with a garland upon 
his head, in the time of the fecond Punick war. 

Verfe 17. Let the Priefts, the Minijlers of the Lord, ] I.et not them he either 
dull, or dumb, ( as Popifh Matte-priefts with their dumb-ftiews : t divine Service) 
but as ( for their dignity ) they are the Lords Minitlers, ( as liXcwife the good An¬ 
gels arc, and their ( fc/low-fervants ) fo ( according to their ou:y ) they muft be 
tirft in holy exercifes going in and out before Gods peopie in the performance of 
their cruft, and that worthy work of theirs, 1 Tim. 3, «. for the which i\ .> are to 
be very highly efteemed in love, 1 Thejf. 5. 13. Let Minifters therefore pray hard 
for their people, as did Aaron, Samuel, Paul, &c. Let their prayers (at faffs efpe- 
cially ) be well watered with teares ( thofe effetfuall Or at ours, that cry to God for 
mercy, Vjal. 39. 12. as Wood doth for vengeance, Ge». 4. 16. ) as theirs were Judg. 
20. 23. and Judges 2. 5. and 1 Sam. 7. 6. and as Ezra, chap. 10. 1. and hremy , 
chap. 9, i. and 13. 17. and why? but for corruption in Magittraces, Minifters, All 
forts; a gencrall defection drawing on a generall defolacion. Oh Jet Gods two 
faithfull witneffes be clothed in fack-cloth. Rev. 11.3. teaching Gods people with 
many tears and temptations , both pstblikely and from houfc to houfe: yea, not te.,fmg 
to warn them night and day W'itb tears, to redeem their own forrows by found re¬ 
pentance. It is faid of Atbanafius, that by his tears, as by the bleeding of achali ' 
Vine, he cured the leprofie of that tainted Age. And of Luther, that by his pray¬ 
ers and tears he had prevailed with God, that Popery {hould not over-run his coun¬ 
trey,during his dayes. When I am dead, faid He, let thofe pray that can pray. Mc- 
lanffon, his Colleague, writcch, that hcconftantly prayed with abundance of tears: 
for he knew, that as Mufick upon the waters, founds farther, and more harmoni- 
oufiy then upon the land : fo prayers joyttd with tears, finde much refpctft with 
Chrift ; who could not t but look back upon the weeping women, and comfort them, 
though he was then going to his death. 

between the porch and the altar, (J This was that void place; where the Priefti 
prayed after the facrificcs were offered, Ez.ck_- 8. 16. As in man, there is Body, 
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- -nurdly che moft Holy piece for the H, g h-p TO ft1o en t/ r 

17; 10. 1 he firft is here fpoken of, the outer Court, where the orieftl 

pounding and preaching Neh , 8. 4,8. examining, cenfuring, and punifoinc’fuch 
finnes as then moft raigned, Ncb. 9 .z, Ezr.o. 2. fofb ? and ^ tLjI; fi, “ 
felves to God by a Covenant of better obedience, NebZ’. ifi >z9 ,o Con'S’ 
butmg to good ufes, .E/iy 58. 7 . and a Chren. 3 i. 3>4 . But the chief bnfineffe and 
duty of the day war, as here. Prayer to God for pardon of finne, and removal 
or Elation P un,(hm ™ t: whenceahoit was called, A day of Atonement, 

Spare ,b J T eop/e, O Lord, Sc, c. BrovU oratio, fed tot* *ff e mb H! ardor, faith 
Mtrctr Afttort prayer, but very affeftionate: So are all Scripture-forms’ thev 
have fulnette of matter, in fewnette of words. Guam mu It a JL. ,* „ y 

utueb in a little ! as T* t aid of Brat*, his ^oS^iKXLfa" 
24 25, 26. Hof. 14 2. Luke1 8.12. Matt. 6. 9, 10, &e. which is both a prayer, 
and a pattern : as the ftandard is the exadeft meafure. Why then (hould anv man 
fall out wttb forms, and call them idols, odious as fwines-flelh, &c ? Why ftould 
L ° rdSPrayCr istheN o«ofaformaUft? h2 

ffgivc mt thin heritage to repreaoh-.^ Suffer us not, for our finnes tobefor- 

“■M b Ifl fa A lne ’ t0 n eg r re j d 0f < ? Ut cnemies tbc Ammonites, and Moabites: for that 
will refledt upon tbeeLord, and turn to thy dilhonour, as if thou hadftnocareof 
thine heritage, couldft not maintain thy fervants. See a .like prayer to this Nun, 
> 4 - : *■'■ D'„, 9 . ,6,27,28. and learn todep?eca“ ftamfS 

reproach as a fruit of finne, and a piece of the curfe, Deut. 28 Lev 26 1 Sam 
2 . 3 o Beg of God, . To keep" thee Irom reproachful! courfc, fuch as Jo 
expofe thee to the fcanda 1 of the weak, and fcorn of the wicked. David is much 
m this petition. 2. To hide thee ,n a pav.lion from tho ftrife of pf al , " 

2 °i “ h t er “ rve th, i e from a/P“fions, or fo rood thynamejhat’they may 
not ftick. 3 To give thee good repute and report among the beft. 'Twas God 

fZ S Z°1° n h ° n0Ur; 3nd he I’ romifeth ic to allh 's. « a reward of religion, 

that the heathen fbeuld ruU over them It is an heavy hand of God upon his 

people, when Pagans or Papagans have dominion over them, Neb. a o io 17 &c 

f al. 79 . 1,See. and 80. .,2, Sic. and , 37 . t.a.&c. L*n>. They are 

^! dy '",, V eir ,, P ? 0n !’ a " dd !i lp0r ‘ tl0nS ', Scc Rm - I - 3 I. their government is 
tyrann caH, fuch as the Spaniards is over the poor Indians, the Turk! over Greece 
the Rebels over the Englilh in IrtUad.U c. The Saints alfo ate, r. ConfrienS 
ous, and cannot yeeld to their unlawfull commands, as the three children 2 Zea- 
ous, and cannot but conteft, as Sr f Paul at Athens, the Martyrs. 3. Friend- 

ke^f^M M f tt% 10 f 16 ’ as j aul aforeNero , Chrift afore Pilate, forfa- 

ken of all. Pray therefore as here, and prevent fuch a mifehief, byftiunningW 
jalcms finnes of ignorance, ingratitude, mcorrigibleneffe, formallitv &c and bv 
putting our necks under the yoke of Chrifts obedience, obfer^ng ftom the hear^ 
that form of dodrine winch he hath delivered unto us, Rom. 6.17. 

fuZalTZ the l fay am0ng pcopie ' Where ” tbeir God? 2 Why 

K r K gt0n m u 0U M d r^ ? W ? y mou,d the y twit ^ with thy negled 

n * ic. y 1 Id thy name be blafphemed, and thy power traduced as it were 

oft done^WheV Tb,s was that which moft gulled thefegood fouls, ( as it had 
1 , , c ^°f e 5hem ) that God, with whom they quartered armes, (hould 

be reproached for their fakes, and thorow their fides ; and his glory defaced ^ 
was as a murchenng-knife in Davids bones, Pfal. 42. jo . an d worfe 7 ^ hinuben all 
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the evill that he had fuffered from his youth up. Our nature is moft impatient of, 
reproach: for there is none fo mean but thinks himfeif worthy of fome regard: 
and a reproachfull fcorne (hewes an utter difrefpeft which flowes from the very 
fuperfluity of malice. Y ou (hall find fome (faith Erafmus) that if death be threate. 
ned candefpifeit: but to be belied or reproached, they cannot brook, nor from 
revenge contain. Gods people can bear wrongs beft of any: compell themtogoa 
mile, thei’le be content, if it may do good, to go two, yea as farr as the lhooes 
of the preparation of the Gofpell of peace will carry them. But if wrong be offe- 
red to God, if he be any way difhonored, or his Name bored through by blafphe- 
mies, O what a ftomack they have prefently,and how blefledly blown up are they, 
with a zeale of Gods glory, which even eateth'them up. 

. Verfe 18, Then Will the Lord he jealous (or. Zealous) for his land J Then dibit 
chins ftraight upon t; no fooncr fhall you repent (as is preferibed,) but the Lord 
will be jealous &c. Of Gods jcaloufic for his people, fee the Note on Zech. 1.14. 
and 8, 2. And of the happy effeft of falling turned to feafting, fee the Note on 
Zach. 8. 19. See alfo fudg, 20. 2J. Ezra. 9. 6. Dan. 9. 20. 2 Chron. 20, 
Bacah turned into Berachah : befides the conftanc experience of theft and former 
times, of the happy fuccefle and unmiftarrying returns of holy falling and prayer: 
no inftance to the contrary. God ufually anfwers his humbling people, as here, ac¬ 
cording to the defire of their hearts: neither fo only, but according to the requeft 
of their lips alfo. Pfal. 21. 2. he fits his mercy ad cardinem defiderti : and lets 
it be to his, even as they will. They fay Spare thy pecple y and accordingly he 
Will pitty or jpare his people , faith the Prophet. They would not have God to 
give 6/* heritage to reproach by infiifting famine upon them, as if they ferved an 
hard mafter that would affamifli them. To this God givesa full anfwer in the next 
verfe. Behold I tri/l fend you corn &c. Again, they defire God to take care of his 
owngreat.namc, and to vindicate it. I will, faith God, by doing greateft things 
for you Verfe. 20. and by caufing the blafphemers to return and dilcern that their 
Rockets not as your Rodthem/elves being judges : and that to ask, Sphere is now 
their God ? is as great folly, as if one fhould fay, betwixt the fpace of the new 
and old moon, Where is now the Moon ? when asit is never necrer the Sun, 
then at that time. There are fome Interpreters of good note, that read this verfe not 
in the Future, but in the Preter tenfe, thus, Then was the Lord zealous for his land, 
and pittied his people, fc. when nnce he faw them ferioufly to repent, he did all this 
that followeth for them. Neither makerh it any thing againfl this interpretation, 
that the repentance of this people, their afTembling and fafting &c. is not recorded. 
For no more is it thatMofcs went to Pharaoh according to Gods command,to threa¬ 
ten thofe fwarmesofflics-E.xW.j8.ao. or that Efay took his ion Sbear-iajhub, and 
wcnttoAhaz to confirme and comfort him,* as God had commanded Efay. 7. 
which yet we doubt not but the Prophet did. This is an ordinary Apfftopifis. 

aud pitty his people ] Or, (pare them, pardon them. The word fignifies to fhew 
mercy to him whom by all right thou mayefljuftly deftroy Ezei 5. n. 1 Sam. 
15. ?. Oh the divine Rhetorick, and omnipotent efficacy of Repentance 1 This 
is the rainbow,which if God feeth fhining in our hearts, he will never drown our 
foulcs. Dat pcenitentiam & pofled indulgentiam, He gives his people to repent, 
and then fpareth them as a man jpareth his own fon that ferveth him. But it is other- 
wife with thole that partake not of the divine nature: they arc fierce, and implaca¬ 
ble, asisthcdcvill, whoworkes effeduallyin them, asafmith doth in his forge. 
Henry the fourth .Emperour of Germany came in the middelt of a fore winter upon 
his bare feet, to the gates of the caftle of Canufum , and flood there fafting from 
morning to night for three dayes together, waiting for the judiciall fentcnce of the 
Pope, and craving pardon of him ; which yet he could not obtaine by his own 
or others tears, or by the intcrceffion of any Saint, faveonlyof accrcain harlot, 
With whom the Pope was then taking his filthy plcafure. The Emperour miftooke, 
who thought that the Pope could be pacified by falling and prayer. This God re¬ 
quired another kind offacrifice,thenthefe. 

Verfe 19. Tea the Lord will anffrer and fay unto his people~\ He will fay it in an¬ 
fwer to their prayers (fee the Note on verfe 18.) Fear not my people, that yc Jfhal! 
be a reproach among the Heathen: 

for 
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Corn and nine and oyle^ all that heart can wifh or need require, a fufficiency of 
outward comforts, and (ifnotafuperfluity, yct)an honeft affluence** Pfal 2? 

5 , 6 - and boldnefle to conclude from temporals to fpirituals, as there David doth - 
becaufe bellowed in mercy and as an anfwer to prayer: for God never faidtothe 
feed of Jacob Seek ye me in vain ( he fcorns that ) whether it be for Bona ihroni 
or BenafcabelU, as Auftin diftinguifherb. Good things of this life or a better upper 
fprmgs or nether fpnngs, though we ask but the one (as here) yet we lhail have ' 
both. Nay take two, faith He, as once Naamdn did to Gehezi; take thy back- 
burthen, take even as much as thou canft bring faith to bear away. God deales 
with his fervants as the Prophet did with the Shunamite, when He bad her ask 
what fhc needed, and (he found not whattoask, he fentforher againe, and makes 
hcra tree promife of that flic moft wanted, and defired, a fon 2 King. 4. r6 . So 
oft God is pleafed to do for his fervants exceeding abundantly above all that thev 
ask or think David asked but life of God, and He gave him length of dales 
for ever, and ever, Pfal. 21. 4* This people prayed that God would not ( for 
that turn ; give his heritage a reproach among the heathen • and He gratioufly pro- 
mifeth that he will never any more mike them a reproach &c. (Co they continue 
penitent (for W here fignifies perpetuity, as Miner noteth ; and not for a time 
only, as Lyra would have it. 

j °' Bttt 1 wtl1 remove f*rr offfrom you the Nvrthen army~\ fc. of vermin e,' 
f ofthofe deftroymg creatures that came from to the North. Ab Aqnilone nihilbans] 
was* Proverb amongft this people. God promifech here to free them of thatmiC 
chief: and to difimpeftcr the country ofthofe noyfomc InfeEh. Gratia privativa 
' pluresfunt quampofitiva, faith Gerf on, Gods privative favours to us are more then 
his pofitive: hence mans happinefTe is ufually called falvation, which properly 
betokencth the privative part thereof. Little dowc confider or underfland froth , 
how many deaths and dangers we are dayly and hourly delivered. Ic is goodto 
keep a catalogue of Gods providences, and to tranfroit them to pofteritie, luch ad 
was chac of the Gun-powder-plot • and before that, ofchc Reformation begun by 
Henry the eight, and carriedon by his fon, to the' ridding of the land of thofe po- 
Pifh Locufls J Whith Reformation .how im perfeft fodyar, to be done by fo weak 
and Ample meanes, yea by cafual and crofs meancs, agkinll the force of io pniflant 
and politick an adverfary, i s tfattniracle, which Wc are in thefe times co look for. 

An out-lander fpeaketh thus of it, Ecclefta Anglicana reformationem defperalfet dtas 
1 ***** admiraturprafens, objlupefcctfutura. This was the Lords own work; Scuttl'd* * 
and it is marvelous incur eyes. Oh thatthe fame Lord would be both Author and 2.d Eg dedie, 
Fimlher ! and as he hath m good part cut off the names of the idols out of the land fo 
that they (hall be no more remembred j fo he would caufc the Prophets and the un¬ 
clean (pint to pafie out of the land, that he would fend all falfe doflfine and here- 
ly packing to hell from whence they came. Fiat, Fiat. 

and Void drive him into a land barren and defolate ] Or, dry and forlorn where 
hefflall perifli for wantof food. Thcbody of this Army (hall be driven ’into the 
Wtldcrnefft, the vantgard into the lake of Sodom toward the Eaft and the rere¬ 
ward into the Mediterranean Sea, toward the W eft ; for the Weftern Ocean was 
hardly known to the Hebrewcs: as neither was it to the Romani, till the daves 
of Julius Cefar. 3 

and his JlinkJball come up, and his ill favour & c . ] fc. by rcafon of their dead 
carcafTes covering the earth, and infefting the ayre. the old Hebrewcs undeI , - 
ftood this text concerning the deftruftion of the devill in the dayes of the Meffiaa, 

Oh that God would once deftroy that firfl-born of the devil!, that King of Locufls, 

Abaddon, the Pope, and dung his vineyard with the dead carcaffes of his incurable 
complices, thattheit (link might afeend, and their ill favour come up into all mens 
noltnlls. Matthew Paris (an ingenuous Papifl) (peaking of tHccburt of Rome 
u- S u 8 ?’ HHjwfttorufquc udnubesfumum ttterrimum exhnUbat, Her fil- 
thinefle bath fent up a moft noyfotne Ttench to the very clouds of heaven, as So* 
doms dfd.' And Theodorcus Vrias {' another of her good fons in Germany ) com- 
Anno 1414. that the Church of Rome was become ex.aure a drgenteu, exaf* 

S gentea 
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gtntea fcrream, , exferrea tcrream, fuperejfe ut inflercus abiret, of gold fijyer, of 
Silver iron, of iron earth, and that (he would next become of earth duhg,&c- 
She is fo already, and (links alive worfc then any carrion, rotting in its (lime. Oh 
that God would once put into the hearts of the kings of. the earth to loach her, and 
burn her, for an old (linking baud, as is prophecyed they (hall. Rev. 17. 16. 

becattfe he hath done great things. 3 Heb. he hath magnified to do, he hath made 
great fpoil andhavock, he hath revelled in the ruincs of Gods poor people, andfo 
hath haflened his own deftruftion, and their deliverance. The Saints are many 
■ times more beholden to their enemies outrages then to their own deferts, or duties 
for deliverance. Some Interpreters, as C aft alio , Leveley, &c. underftand the 
Text, of God : and render it, Quin magnified aget, for the Lord (hall do great 
things, as it is alfo in the following verfe : there being here the fame anomaly, or 
change of perfon, as is EJaj 22. 19. And J Will drive thee from thy fiat ion, from 
thy ft ate frail he pull thee down- 

6 tellies culla Verfe zi. Feur not O land , 3 O red earthy or O tilled land,that haft laycn bedrid¬ 

den, as it were,under the heavy curfe of God,ever fince the fall of Adam : and waft 
never beautifull, or clieerfull (nice that time, Gen. 3. 17. Thou that haft: lately been 
under that great and very terribleday of the Lord, Joel 2.1 x .who hath made bloody 
wails upon thy back, and laid thee as a defolate wilderneftfe, verfe 3. to thy great 
grief and terrour: Cheer up now, and fear not. Thine inhabitants are Poenitents, 
j and Repentance hath turned their crofles into comforts; as fcarlct pulls out the teeth 
, of aferpent ; as wine drawetli a nourifhing vertue from the fleflx of vipers, as the 
Philofophers-ftone, they fay, turns all into gold. See 1 Pee. 1.7. God will turn all 
thy (adnefle into gladnefle: neither (halt thou any more lye to tbofe that manure 
thee, (as the Scripture phrale is, Habaf. 3.17.) that is, difappoint, and fruftrate 
their expeftation: but thine enemies (hall be found liars unto thee, Dent. 33.29. 
SptmmtnM* f Qr t f J£ £ 0y d do great things, 3 Magnificentius aget Dens : far greater things 

ViHum fetes God will do for thee, then the Locufl hath done againft thee .- fo that thou (halt 

eegra negabst. gain by thy Ioffes, and fay, Veritjfem nifi periijfem, I had been Undone, if I had 
Herat. not been undone. Wherefore be glad and rejoyce with inward and outward joy. 

And becaufe Tear is a paftion oppofite to Joy, (for fear bath torment , 1 Job. 4.18. 
and that was,a rare mixture in thofe good women that returned from our Saviours 
fepulchre with fear and grfift joy. Mat. 28.,£. See VfaLz. ix.) therefore, Fear 
not , O land, quit thine heart "of.„that cowardly paftion, and be as merry as mirth 
can make thee j for the Lord, bath done great things for thee, whereof thou haft 
good caufe to be glad. Faitlfin Gods Power queJleth and killeth diftruftfull fears: 
t Fet.i. 9 . tilling the heart with unfpeakable joyes, and full of glory: 

■ . Verfe 22. Be not afraid, ye beafis of the fie Id, 3 q- d. Ye (hall have no caufc to 
fear for the future ; though hitherto ye havefuffered lwdftfipjC/wp.i.18.Beafis and 
birds do in diem vivere ( as Quintilian faith* of them ) and take no further thought 
then for prefent fuftenance. But by a profo'popeeia , ( as before the land,fo here) the 
beafis that till it are forbidden to fear want; for God, the great Houfe-keeper of 
the world, will provide them their meat in duefeafon, Pfal. 104. 27,28. and feve- 
rall meats according to their feverall appetites. He will hear the heaven, the hea¬ 
ven (hall hear the earth, the earth (hall hear all kindeof friftcs, both naturall, as 
herbs of the field, and grafle of the wildernefle, and fuch asarefowen and plan¬ 
ted, as wine,oylj figs; fo that neither man nor bead (hall want any thing ad efum , 
■z/el ad afum , but have plenty without penury, &c. It (hall be faid of Judea, a sSo- 
linus faith of Spain, In Hifpania nihil infruttuoftem, nihil fierile , that there is no 
junfruitfulnefle in any part-of it: or, as it is (aid of Campania in Italy, that it is the 
moft.fruitfoll Plat of earth that is in the Universe. 


A ug.Knchir, 
chap . 32. 


. the fig-tree and the vine , 3 that before had been barked, and wafted, chap. 1.7,12. 
do yeeld their flrength. 3 i.e. their utmoft Fruits"; which they could not do without 
God, into whom therefore the, Prophet Hofea rightly refolveth the gertealogieof 
corn, wine, ox\ r &cc. Hof. ZiZ2, It is no otherwife with us, in Spiritual] regards. For 
though we have grace, yet we cannot bring i forth that grace to aft, without new 
grace: like as: trees, though t they be fitted to bear fruits, yet, ivithouc thelnftuence 
of the heavens, they cannot put forth that fi tnelte iu fruit. Nolenttm pr'dylyfist fiDeus , 
ut velit'.volentem fub/equitur^ne frufirmveliti . u . 

' ‘ ‘ Verfe 
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Verfe 23. Be glad then ye children of Zion , J ye righteous Ones, Pfal. 32. it. 
and none elfe: for joy is the Juft mans portion, and none have any reafon to re¬ 
joyce but fuch : nay they are flatly forbidden it, Hof. 9. 1 . See the Note there- 
Let Jl'rael rejoyce in him that made him : let the children of Zion be joyful! in their pf , 
king. Let the Saints be joyfull in glory* Gaudeant in re, gaudeant in fpe, gande - 3 ’ 
ant de pofejfione, gaudeant de promijfione , faith Bernard . If Via to could tell the 
.Muficians, Philofophers knew how to dine and fup without them, they could bee 
merry without afidler: how much more may Zfrns children ? Be it that there is 
a cord in the finne of the wicked. (to ftrangle their joy with ) yet the righteous fing 
and are merry, P rov. 29.6. In the greateft fail of all outward comforts, they can 
rejoyce in the Lord their God, .as here, and as David at the fack of Zikjag,i Sam. 

30. 6. and Habakfuk, amidftall the miferiesof the world, and malice of Satan., 

Habak. 3. 17. It is in the Lord their God that they rejoyce ; it is an holy and fpiri- 
tuall joy, not profane and carnal), as is the worldlings, who feedeth upon apses , 

&c. Ffay 44* 2 o. rejoycech in a thing of nought, .^.6.13. his joy is no better then 
a little counterfeit complexion, crackling of thorns, &c. 

For he hath given you the former rain moderately , 3 as a pledge of his love, and 
as a fruit of the Covenant. Moderate (howers ye (hall have, neither too much, 
nor toohaftie: rain of righteoufnefe, in fuch meafurc and moderation, as (hall be 
needful!. 

and he will caufe to come doWne for you, The vanities of the Heathen cannot 
give rain, Jcr. 14.22. nor can the heavens yeeld (howers. God therefore muft be 
waitedupon. Jam. 5.7. and prayed unto, verfe 18. and thethundring Legion fo % €feLVVa ^ 
famous in Cburch-hiftory. He muft not have caufc given him to complain of men* " 

bruriftinefleand inadvertency, as Jer. 10. 13,14. 

the former rain , ] that fell in Ottober , when they had Town; Saint James calleth ngoe/«cyl • 
it the morning-rain , chap. 5. 7. and the latter rain. 3 Heb. the gathering rain , be- * 

caufe it fills and fits the corn for ingathering: as falling about May, and a little 
afore their harveft. In the firfi 3 not moneth, but primo quoquo tempore, as foot? 
as is fit. SeeZecb. 10.1. with the Note. 

Verfe 24. And the floors pall be full of wheat. 3 Snch fatnefs (hall Godsfbot- 
ftepsdrop, chat your houfes (hall be full of all precious and pleafant riches : fo that p rc7 34 v 
you (hall, ( as rich men love to do ) de pleno tollere acervo. Onely take heed you * 
have not, as that rich fool animam triticeam, a wheaten foul, that your abundance 
get not within you, as the Pharifees did, Lvke 11.41. (fo that they did not more pof- 
fefle, then were poftefled by what they had J that ye fet not your hearts upon ypur _ 
riches, PM. 61. 11. ! 

—difficile eft opibus non tradere menteml Marti*?, 

and the fats frail overflow. 3 There (hall be plenty of all things, ( as Prov. 3-IO.) 
the fruits and effeft of that rain promifed before. And doth not God daily turn 
(water into wine, when of water falling upon the vine, and concofted by the hea$ 
of the Sun, he produceth the grape whence wine is prefted ? 

Verfe 25. And 1 will refiere to you theyeers , &c* 3 1 will fo make up your former 
loftcs, that there (hall remain no ftgne, nor fenfe thereof. See alike promife, Zech. 

10. 6. they frail be as though I had not cafi them off, with the Note there. See 
alfo Efay 60.10. 

m) great army, 3 f c the locufts: fee above verfe 2, 5,11; God is Lord of Mageleh 
Hofts, and ( as the Rabbines well obferve ) he hath the upper and lower troops; as 
his horfe and foot ready preft. KimcbU * 

Verfe 26. And ye frail eat in plenty and be fatisfied, 3 which, what a great bleft 
flng it is, fee Hagg. 1.6. with the Note ; and E eclef 6, 1,2. with the Note. 

and praife the Name of the Lord your God, 3 Not haunch.up Gods creatures, as 
fwine do (will but, tailing the fweetnefle of the Creatour in them, lift up many an 
immble, joyfull, and thankfull heart to Him* This was.better then the former blef- 
fmg: for naturally fulnefle breeds forgetfulnefle of God, Dent. 32. 15. 

That hath dealt Wonderoufiy With you , 3 Heb. ad mirificandunh, fri in fo fud«* 
den and ftrange a change of his hand- whereby he hath made himfelf marvailous 
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as he delights to do by working wonders* fuch as mans power connot perform nor 
reafon reach unto, 

and my people Jhall never be afhamed] As they have been among the heathen ver 
19. and as thofe are that pray to no purpofe. Deo conffi nunejuam coufnfr . Their 
faith is unfained, and therefore their hopes unfaileable Mom. 5. 5. 

Verfe 27. And je flail know that lam in the mictfr of Ifrael] Thefe temporal! 
bleflnigs {hall feal up my love to you and prefence of grace with you. True it is 
that no man knoweth either love or hatred by all that is before them Ecclef. 9. L 
becaufe all things come alike to all verfe. 2. But yet from this text we may com¬ 
fortably conclude, that if the good things of this life make us more cheerful), thank- 
full, hopefull: if Mercy excite us to duty, and the fenfe of Gods love makes us Jove 
God, hiswayes, and people, with a defire to love them more, then we are loved 
of God, who is in us of a truth 1 I oh. 4. 10, 19. and we may know it too. For 
ifinftinftof nature teach dammes to know their young ones, and the young their 
dammes: {hall not Gods fpirit teach us to know him, that he is in the middcjtof us • 
not by his omniprefence only, but by his gratious prefence ? yea that he is the Lord 
our God, and none elfe ■ and that, while we hold us to this anhcor-hold of the 
faithfull foul, we {hall never be alhamed PJal. 31. 1. That was a brave fpecch of 
Luther, and one of thofe that a man would fetch upon his knees from Rome or fern, 
fob. Mmlhc. falem to be author of them, Ipfe videret ubi anima mea manjura fit , ejui pro ea Jicfo- 
com-fag. 145* licit us fuit, ut vitam pro ca pofuerit , Let Him fee to it where my foul fhall reft, who 
took fo much care for it, as that he laid down his life for it. 

Verfe 28. And it fhall come to p,tfe afterwards] fc. In the dayes of the Mefliah 
(which is called the world tocomeHeb . 2. 5. ) but efpecially after his Afcenfion: 
fee loh.y. 37. AEh. 2, where this prophefie was fulfilled, and this place taken for 
the firft text preached on by the Apoftles, verfe. 17. to the converfion of three 
Luk< 7> thoufand foules at one fermon. Lor together with the word there went forth a 

2 Tim. i. 7. poW'er, even that Spirit of poster, of love , and of a found mind, here promifed to be 

potyred out, not diftilled only ( fee the Note on Zech. 12. 10. ) and that upon all 
fle/h* Spirit upon fiefs, the beft thing upon the bafeft : yea upon ail jlejh, without 
refpeft of perfons, or difference made offex, age, or condition: provided that 
they know and acknowledg themfelves to be hut flefb Gen, 6 . 3. corrupt and carnal 
Bern. (animus etiam incarnavimus , as an Ancient complaineth) and that whatfoever is of 

the jlefb is Jle/h. Job. 3. 6. (for who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean ? ) 
that whole Man is in cvill, and whole evil! in Man; neither can it be gotten out in 
any meafure, till the heart be mollified and made tender as flefti Exeh. 1 1. 1 9 . and 
36. 26, 27. which cannot be done till men be taught of God, and drawn outof 
a Cor. 3. 18. darkneffe into his marvelous light: till they be fpiritualized, and transformed into 
thefame image from glory to glory as by the fpirit of the Lord. 

andyour Jons andyour daughters Jhallprophefie} This was fulfilled AEI. 2. as St, 
Peter {heweth. For the new Teftamentis but the old unfolded and fulfilled: as 
was alfo typified in the two Cherubims of the fanftuary, looking intently into the 
Propitiatory ( Chrift Rom. 3.25.) but with their faces turn'd one towards another 
Uxod. 25. 20. See AEI. 26. 22. It was fulfilled, I fay, in that vifible defceniion 
of the holy Ghoft upon the Apoftles and the reft AEI. 2. Act. 8. 15, \y. audio. 
44. So that this makes nothing at all for the Enthufiafts raptures and dotages: the 
Funce. true offpring they are, of thofe ancient Euchites or MeffaUnii, who, leaving their 

cbronol. trades, gave themfelves to much fleep, and called their dreams and phantafies pro-1 

phefies. Anno Dom. 371. 

your old men fkaR dream (tfr. youryong men Jball fee vifrons ] i. e. God will no 
lefs open his will unto them then he did of old to the Prophets by dreams and vi- 
fions: for, by the condud of the Spirit, they (hall be led into all truth and boli- 
nelfe: they fhall be alia royallPriefthood 1 Pet. 2.5. Rev . 1. 6. full of all good- 
neffe, filled with all knowledge, able alfo to admonifh one another Rom. 15.14. 

Verfe 29. And alfo upon the fervants] they fhall be the frec-mcn and women of 
Jefus Chrift 1 Cor. 7. 21. by as foil a meafure of Gods free and noble Spirit be- 
ftowed upon them as upon their Mafters and Miftrefles. The Trent Tranflation 
hath it, upon my fervants and my handmaids. But there is no fuch pronoun in 
the Original, though it is true, that all that have the fpirit are his j and the con¬ 
trary 
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trary Rom. 8, 9. Eph, 1. 13. The fcojpe of the’text is ( as Mercer well noteth ) 
to (hew that ut gratuitum & commune Chrifti benefeium, fre & fpirittes, as the 
benefits of Chrift are free and common to all hispeople, fo is the Spirit. And fore- 
j y next to the love of Chrift in dwelling in our hature,' we may well wonder at the 
love of the holy Ghoft, that will dwell in our defiled foules, and ad in them as 
be doth. For there arediverfity of gifts, but the fame Spirit 1 Cor. u. 4. as’the 
divers fmelsof flowers come from the fame influence: and the diverfe foundsinthc 
organ, from the fame breath. . . ; . , 

l l:rfe BO- And I will Jbew wonders in the heavens'] Prodigia beneficia credentibns atmL. 
naif fic* & horrifica imredulii , faith Cornelius a Lapide, who intefpreteth the text* 
of thofe fignes and wonders chat {hall precede the day of judgment: and for con’ 
formation hereof allcageth chap. 3. 2. together with Mat. 24. 29. Lnk. 21. 25^ 

And had he looked a little higher into thole chapters, and taken in all the troubles 
that befell the Church from our Saviours afcenfidn to his lecortd comming, together 
with thofe horrible calamities and confofions that (hall befall the wicked for con¬ 
tempt of the Gofpcll, and perfection of the profefiors thereof, he had done right 
in mine opinion. It is ordinary with the Prophets to fetforth horrible cbmmotions 
by fuch figurative expreftions. See ler. 4,23. &c. If ay. 13. 10. Rev. 6. 12.' 

Thoferhat have received the Spirit of Adoption, muft not dream of a delicacy, but 
expert perfecution. Chrift came, to fend fire on the earth Lute. 12. 49. Neither 
may Perfecutors hope to efcape unpunifhed, but look to be purfued by divine ju- 
ftice. Seethe Note on Rev , 6. 15. How hcavie was thchand of God upon Jeru- 
falcm that flanghter-houfe of the Saints; and afterwards upon the Ten Perfecutors 
of Rome ? 1 Nero ( whom Tertullian rightly calleth Dedicatorem damnationit 
Chrifiianorum, tjuippe qui orientem frdem primus Roma cruentavit, the firft bloody 
Perfccutor of the Cbriftian religion ) Joft thirty thoufand of his fobjefts by the 
peftilcncc, had his army utterly routed and cut off in Bricanny: both the Arme¬ 
nia’s revolted from him: the Senators role up agajnft him, and compelled Him to 
be his own dcaths-man. 2 Demitian was butchered by his fouldicrs. 3 Trajan dy¬ 
ed of a dropfie. 4 .Severe* dyed miferably hcreatYprk. Maximinus, with his 
fbnn, was cut in peeces. 6. Deans dyed in afarr country. 7. Valerian w^s flea'd, 
by Upores king of Perfia, who took him prifoner. 8. Anrelian was {lain by his 
own men. 9. Dioclefan poifoned himfelf. 10 Maximian hang-’d himfelf Whae 
fhould I {peak of Julian, Anafiafrms, Herac Hus &c. The French perfecutors, Jvv*#- 
cm the fecond, Charles the ninth, Henry the third, the Guifes free. Philip the fe- 
cond of Spain, who returning out of the Low-countries, fell into a ftorra^arid - 
fuffered fhipwrack to the great danger.of his life ? He laid he was delivered by the Hill. tfCtonel 
fingular providence of God to root out Lutheranifme, vth'tch he prefently began Jto v fan*. 4x7! 
do, with aft his might. He afterwards died miferably of the loufie difealc." 

Mary died of a tympany, or clfe of griefof heart for K; Philip's unkind departure speed. 
forraine Ioffes, Callice forrendred, hurt done by thunders from heaven, and by ^ 
fire in the royal navie, extream dearths raging, her conceptions fayling &c. What 
heavy judgments befell divers particular perfecutors of thole times, Poole, Gardinpr * 

Renner , Morgan, Story , Burton, fee Acts and Mon. 1902. 1904. Qrc. 1915’ 

George Ragles (alias frudge^ovpr the world) having hid himfelfin* cdrnfeiid, was, 
formony delcried by one Ralph Lurdain, and burntat Chelmsford t wherc*after- ^ r - *** 

wards the fame Lurdain was hang’d for ftealing an horfe. Tqemtntyfa 

blood and fire &c. ] Signes terrifying, and teftifying the wrath and difpleafure 
ofGod for the finns pfmen, and fuch a face of tHe whole Fabrick of the Vniverfc: 
as that all the par# thereof naay &em to have confoired for the deftruftion of manl 
kind. Before the watt betwixt Pompcy and Cariafc the Tea Teemed to be bJoodv. 


he finns pfmen, and fuch a face of the whole Fabrick of the Vniverfc: 
e par# thereof may feem to ha ve confoired for the deftruftion of man- 
re the watt betwixt Pompcy and Carfar, the Tea Teemed to be bloody. 


—‘—Superique minaces 
P rodigiis terras implctant, atheraf font urn 
Jgnata obfeura piderunt fydera nodes , 
Ardentemq ; polum fUmmia, ccelefcvolantes 
Qblicjuas per inane faces —-■ - 
Eulgura fallaci micuerunt crebra fertno, 

Et varias ignis denfo dedit acre format,' 

S3 


Lucan: lib. t,’ 
.tnonjfra tnu» 
tneransqua 
btllum civil p 
'pracegerupt'. 


Before 






<tAii Expofition on 


Chap.2, 


CLudian.lib. I 
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Att.fc Mon. 
fol.769. 


Before Cafars death not only drops of blood fell from heaven, but alfo pits and 
pooles flowed with blood. 

- - r - puteique cruore Mutati 

Jn the year of grace 874. at Brixia, in the enterance of Italy, rained blood for three 
dayes and three nights together. Jn the yeare 1505. there appeared in Germany 
upon peoples garments, and womens rocks as they were fpinning, diverfe prints 
and tokens of the nailes, ofchefpunge, of the fpear, of the Lords coate, and of 
bloody crofles &c. Maximilian the Emperour had and (hewed the fame to Fran, 
cii MimnduU ; who wrot thereupon Jhis book called Stauroftichon, wherein are 
thefe vcrfes, 

Nonignota cam, Cafar monfiravit : &ip(i 
Videmus : innumeros promp/it Germania tefies. 

It is not many yeares fince a (howre of blood fell about Glocefter, if our intelli¬ 
gence deceived us not. J’uch prodigies are uiually fad prefages, nee in*via terricuU- 
menta hac efie, res ip fa tefiatur, faith Gualther here : and event proveth that thefe 
are no vaine fray-bugs. By fire here, underhand thofe terrible flaming appariti¬ 
ons in the ayre, lightenings, comets &c. portending lamentable calamities. 
Such there were to be feen (as I have heard from eye-witnefles ) on that very night 
wherein the Powder-plot was detected and defeaced, in a very terrible manner. 
And fuch were thofe Meteors in the likencfle of fiery ferpents , that fell here Annt 
788. before the lnvafion of the Danes: whereunco we may adde the new-ftarre 
that appeared in Ca/fiopeja in November 1572. and continued fixteen moneths: 
foon after which Charles the 9 of France ( Author of the Parifian Maflacre ) died 
of exceeding bleeding at feverall parts of his body, inter horribtlium bla/phermarum 
diras. faith the Hiftorian, curfing and fwearing. And laftly that prodigious Co¬ 
met Anno. 1618. forerunner of the German warres, and our late troubles • what¬ 
ever is yet behind to be differed by us. Certainly if the forcerorsof Egypt were 
amongft us, ; they would- wonder at mens ftiipendious (lupidity, and tell them that 
thefe extraordinary occurrents in heaven and earth were the very finger of God, foe 
their warning. 

. and piHarsof fmokc^ Hcb. palmes of fmokfi (loCant. 3. 6. )by fimilitude, be¬ 
caufe tall, and ftraighcas palme-trees; which alfo lift up themfelvesunder their 
. burthen, and will not be held down. Srooaky vapours mounting upright arc fitly 
■ compared thereunto, Elafiones fumi, fo Tremellius, ■ 3 

Verfe 31. Thf Sun /hall be turned into darknejfe, and the Moon ir.to blood} by 
, ftrange and ;(tupendious Ecltpfes : fuch as was chat of the Moon for 12. nights to- * 
'* gether, aliftle before the (aft. deftru&ion.of Jerulalem : and that of the Sun this 
prefent 29 day of.March , 16$2. wherein J. writ thefe things, but could fcarce fee > 
to write, or forbeare to behold: for though bufy enough to bring this work to an 
end, if God pleafe, yet I capnot fay as the Duke of Aha did to the king of France, 
‘‘whu asjted.hira whether h$ had obferved the late great Edipfe ? JVo, faid he I 
11 have/o much to do upon earthy that 1 have no leifure to looi^ toward heaven. Of v 

this dayes Edipfe 1 may well-lay as Lucan doth of another;. ’ 

Ipfe caput medio Titan cum ferret Olympo, . 

Condidit ’drdentes atra caligtne currus - 
, Invofaity* orbem tenebrts, gentefq- coegit 

Defperare diem .— — ■ 

I heartily pray it do not prefage a dreafiill eclipfeof the Sun of Chrifts gloriousgof- 
pellamongfl: usj that this1 bright Sun fhould go down at . noon over our heades, 
and our earth be darkened in the clear day Amos 8 .9. And let every good foul pray 
that that difmall day may never arife unco us, wherein it (hail be faid, that this glo¬ 
ry is departed from our Engltfh Ifrael 
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■-- nobifeum, Chrifte , maneto : 

Extingui lucem nec patiare tuam. 

and the moon into bloody that is, into rednefle, as it was likewife on the iy." 
day of this inftant March , in the morning: Two fuch Eclipfes fo ncer together, 
having feldome been feen. I fear we may have caufe, ere the yeer come about, to 
fing fadly with the Poet; 

Signadabant Influx fnperihaud invert a futuri : Ovid. Me\wi. 

S ape faces vifie, Jolts quoque trifiis imago-. lib, 15. 

Car ulus & vultum ferrugine Lucifer atra 
Sparfus erat, fiarfi lunares fanguine currus. 

Before the great and the terrible day of the Lord come. 3 i. e. the great day of 
general! judgement; called, here, the great day, becaufe che great God will on chat 
day do great things,and determine of great matters: and the terrible day, becaufe it 
is a day of anger, and of wrath, Rom. 2. 5. Rev. 6. 17. yea the day of the de¬ 
claration of the juft: judgement of God, according to che Gofpel, Rom. 2. 5,16. 

It iselfewhere called. That day by an appellative proper. Mar. i3,32.‘Luk.2i.34,i 
Mat. 7.22. That day of note, wherein God will break filence, execute judgement , 
upon all, and convince all that are ungodly among them, of all their ungodly deeds, 
which they have ungodly committed, and of all their hard fpeeches which ungodly 
finners have fpoken againfl: him, Jude 15. Enoch foretold this great day, before 
Noah did the deluge: this day. is longer before it comes ; but (hall be more cerrible 
when it is come. Whether it (hall come in the yeer of our Lord, 1657. (as fome Alfied. 
have gathered out of che numerall letters of thefe two words, Mundi Lonflagratio , Chmol.p 494! 
and becaufe the yeer of the World 1657. was che yeer of the Flood,) let time de¬ 
termine: I have nothing to fay to it. 

Verje 32. And tt /bad come to pajfe, that ^phofoe veer &c. 3 Left any. good foul 
hearing the former heavy menaces, (hould lay with the difciples, Marh. ioj 
2,6. Who then can be Javed ? Or, with thefe Defpondents in fenmy, chap. 2. 25. 

There is no hope, the Prophet concludeth with this comfortable.Corollary i Whojo - 
ever /ball call upon the name of the Lord , J yea, that but; nameth the name of Chrifi 
in fait bfull prayer, defiring and endeavouring to depart from iniquity,,,zTim 2.1 gl 
the fame /bull be delivered, 3 He (hall have fafety here, and falvation hereafter,, 

Rom 10. 13. Watch ye therefore, and pray alwayes( faith our Saviour) chat.yq 
may be accounted worthy to efcape all thefe things chat (hall come to pafle, and to 
(land before che Son of man, Lttby 21. 36. with 25 Something. God will yeeld to 
the prayers of his people, when he feenfieth moft bitterly bent, and unchangeably 
refolved againfl: them, Mattk. 24. 20. atld ; when the tribulation is fo great, chat id 
is not likely chat any flelh (hall be faved, verf. 21,22. Prayer, faith One, t is che befi 
i lever at a dead lift ; provided that it be the prayer of faith ; for Mercy is the Mo* 
ther. Faith the Midwife df deliverances. Hence it followed*. - • 

for in mount Zion and in ^eiCufalemf] where the pure word-cif God was preached, 

Efayi . 3, and mens hearts purified by faith; ■ A&s-i $■.<>. -/hmil be deliverance/}. from 
all evils and enemies, PJalm 7 6, 3. There 1 brake lie the arrows of che bowe, the 
(hield, and the fworej, and' the battle: Selah. There-/ where ? in Salem , in Zion, 
verfe 2. whefe Gods people Were praying-.- This ^M^-knew, and'therefore more 
feared a praying people, then -a’ numerous 1 army, Ntfmb. '22. 3. fbis the Queen 
I Mother of Scotland knew, and therefore faid^ that (he feared- morerhefafting and 
prayers of John K»o.*y 2nd ffis dilcipkh,’ £Hcn an’arniy fof-Swetity thmdand men. Spec.belli } 
Let Gods fuppfiants but call'upon him in tfldday of their trouble, andhdwill deli- f aCTl ' 
verthem, that they may ^joiifie him, jtt iy: F^ wWdeliver chem^yea and 
honour them : with' long life will bd fa^fie'tbemf and Chew them his ; ialvation,- 
Vfalm 91. 16. Holy ^fr//», ; Chaplkiri ito tbe Admirallrdf . France^ yA^ft^Esirifiam / ’ 

Mafia ere, had the performance of this ^thfoi-fe, antonguiahy others For.nnder-' t -. 

(landing the danger they were all in, he prayed in che Admirals phafober-(; and by . 
his command) a Uttle before the Murchcrers brake in: and,by a Angular providence, 

efcaped 
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efraped into an Hay-mow, where he lay hid for a fortnight, and was miraculouily. 
fed by a hen that came daily, and laid an egge hard by him. ' 

at tht Lord hath /aid, ] and Gods fuppliants .have ftedfaftJy beleeved, and do 
therefore put his promifes in fuit. In the want of other Rhetorike, let Chriftians 
in their prayers burden God with what he hath faid, fue him upon his own bond, 
urge this with repetition ; Lord thou haft promifid, thou haft promifed , and they 
ftall finde that he cannot deny himfelf: and he can as foon denyhimfelf, as his 
promifes. Hu covenant he Will not break: nor alter the thing that is gone out of hit 

llP aid in die remnant whom Gad frail call. 3 Thofeholy brethren that fliall partake 
of the heavenly calling to glory and venue, whether they be Jewes, or Gentiles. 
Faichfull is he that callech them, who alfo will do it, 1 Theff. 5. 24. And although 
they are but a remnant, which is but a fmallto the whole piece, an hand-full to an 
houfe-full, a fold to a field, a little , little flocks Luke 12.32. yet being the called 
of Jefus Chrift, Rom. 1.6. and fuch as call upon him in truth , they arenotonely 
his called, but chofen and faith full. Revel. 17.24. They are alfo heirs of that pro- 
mife Mic. 5.7. which (hall be fully made good to them, that (as for their propa¬ 
gation } this remnant of Jacob, Jhall be in the middeft of many people , as a deW from 
Jehovah 1 (the dew is ingendred, and diftilled from the Lord imnjediatly :)fo ( for 
their growth and increafe ) they fiiall be as the /bowers upon thegrajfe, as tbefprout- 
ing up of graffe and herbs in the wilderneffe, that tarrieth not for man , nor waiteth 
for the fonnes of men, to come with watering-pots to nourifrt them ( as herbs in 
gardens do ) but thefc have (Rowers from heaven, that give the increafe. 
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Verfe x. TfOr behold , in thofe dayes , and in that time, J I nhts diebus ellutpfts, & 
Jr in hoc tempore ipfo. In thofe very {elf-fame dayes, and in that J e trfa** 
time. fc. In the time of theMeflias, in the dayes of the Gofpel; when God ftiatt 
deliver Jerufalem, and call the remnant of Gentiles, and fb bring again the capti¬ 
vity of Judah and Jerufalem, of the whole Jfrael of God, preaching liberty to^thc 
captives, Efay 61. r. and proclayming the everlafting Jubilee, Joh.8.j6. \n thole 
happy dayes, I fay, fer. 23.5,6. Wo to the wicked enemies of the Church, it mall 
go ill with them. They are Are to be broken with a rod of iron, to be dafbed m 
pieces like a potters velfell, Pfal. 2.9. dafhed againft Chrift the King, who as He 
is Riorum rupee, a Rock of refuge to his people ( fuch as was that to Mofes, E rod. 
33.22.) fo He is, JReorum fcopulas , a Rock of revenge to Perfecutours, to ipuc 
them to pieces, fuch a rock asthatoutof which fire afofe, fudg. 6. 2i.thenreot 
Gods jealoafie, Zach. 1.14. which burneth unto the lowed hen, Deut. 32-2.2. 
Let them, therefore, have grace, ( as the Apoftle from this ground ad.vifeth, Heb. 
12. 28,29.) Let them, at lead have fo much wit £pr themfefves, as P flats wife had 
in a dream, to take heed of having any thing to do with juft men. Let them do 
as Tertullian counfelled Scapula , If, thou wilt not fpare us, yet fyarethy felf: if 
not thy felf, yet fpare Carthage thy countrey, which will certainly fufferfor thy 
cruelty , to Chriftians. God will reduce the captivity of Judah and Jerufalem, which 
(hall be as a cupofpoyfon to all the people round about, as a burdenjbmeftone, as 
an hartb of fire,Zech. 12,2, 3, 6. ( See the Notes there) Their deftruftion muft 
needs go along with the Saints falvation, Philip, u 28,29. Efay 8.9. Prov. n.o- 
The Jew-Dodours colled from this and other like places in tho Prophets, that when 
the Meffias comraeth, be fhall recqlled: the Jewes into the land of Canaan: where 
they fhall get the better of their enemies, and have a moft flourilhing Common¬ 
wealth, and glorious Church. For this, they daily expeft the vifible appearance ot 
the Mcffias * ofr throwing open their windowes to behold, and crying altogether to 
God, Let thy kingdom come, let it come quickly , even in opr dayes, quickly, quickly* 
quickly. That he ftayes fo long, is for our fias* .fay they! which arc many, see the 
Noccson,Z*r 6 . 1 i 4 . 2 , 3 . y f 
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Verfe i. 1 will alfo gather all nations J that are ad verfe to my Church, that 1 
may have my peniworthsof them, and do execution upon them With eafe( trou¬ 
bling tliofe troublers of his Ifrael, 2 Theft. 1. 6. licet vidcanturp lures & potior es) 
as lie dealt by fehofaphats enemies, 2 Chron. 20. and leaving them no more place 
to efcape, then thofe have who are environed in a valley by a potent enemy, who 
hath gotten them into 4 pound , as the proverb is. And this God will do in the 
valley of fehofaphat , (a valley, faith Lyra, Adrichomius, and Montanas, betwixt 
Jerufalem and Mount Olivet) in the very view of the Church, that the righteous 
may rejoy ce, when he feeth the vengeance , and Wafts his feitin the blood of the Wicked. 

So that a man fhall fay. Verily there is a reward for the righteous, ( fee verfe 4. ) Chaldeut 
verily, he is a God that judgeth in the earth , as in the valley of divine judgement ^‘Salmon. 

(fo fome render fehofaphat here, as if it were an appellative ) called verfe 14. the MtTctT ‘ 1 
valley of decifion, and the words that next follow leem to favour, and I will plead 
With them (judicio agam ) judicially plead with them there, for my people: which 
word alfo God ufeth when he foretelleth the deftru&ion of Gog, and Magog iri 
Ezekiel. So that the valley of fehofaphat ( faith Mercer ) is the place wherefo- 
, ever God fhall pleafe to punifh the enemies of his people. As for that conceit of 
Lyra and others: who gather out of this Text, that this valley neer Jerufalem fhall 
be the very place where Chrift fhall fit to judge the world at the Jaft day : and for 
confirmation, alledge Alls 1. 11. Mercer judgeth it to be a cMldifh conceit: and 
Luther asketh where ail mankind fhall have room toftand in fo fmali a valley > 

Though others judge it not unlikely that it fhall be thereabouts, becaufe Jerufa- 
Jem is in the middle and about the center of the earth : and befides, ic will be the 
I more for the glory of Chrift, to fit there as Judge where himfelf was judged. But 
1 it is probable he will fit in the air, (ncer the earth) whither the Eleft fhall be rapt 
up to meet the Lord, 1 Tbtf 4. 17. that the devils may be fubdued and fentenced 
in the air, where they have ruled and played Rex, Ephef 2.2. and that the wicked 
may be doomed on the earth, where they have offended. 

• for my people, and for my heritage Jfrael, 3 All was His : and the wrongs done 
to them, were done to Gods felf: as the injury done to the SubjeA, is faid to be 
done to the Soveraigne, his crown and dignity, See Alls 9. 4. Matth. 25.45. so 
that ye cannot tread upon the leaft toe, in Cbrifts myfticall body, but the head cries 
out from heaven, Why hurteft theu me ? The Saints fufferings are his. Col. 1.24. 
their reproach his, Heb. 13.13- Manet compaffto, ctiam cum impafftbiUtate , Chrift Bern. 
retaineth ftill compafiion, though free from perfonall paflion: and though without 
feeling, yet not without fellow-feeling. He doth condo/ere proportionate ad mife- 
riant, ns Parens rendreth the Apoftle, Heb. 5. 2. condole, and that proportiona- (*&"*** 
bly to his peoples mifery. 

and for mine heritage Ifrael,'] Ifrael, Ifupttmmt, faith Mercer, the people of Gods 
purchafe, that comprehend ail his gettings, and arc much more dear to him then 
Naboths inheritance was to him: He fets them before his face for ever, Pfal. 41.1 2I 
as loving to look upon them ; yea, upon the very walls of the houfes where they 
dwell, Efay 49. 16. They are his portion. Dent. 32.9. his inheritance, Efdy 19.25. 
the dearly beloved of his foul, Ter. 12.7. his glory, Efay 46, 13. dear to God, 
though defpifed of, and difperfed in the world. He may fuffer them to be An at he- 
ma fecundum did ( as Bucholcer faid ) but not fecund am effe. 

Whom they have feattered among the nations, 3 The Jew-Do&ours referre 
this to Titus and Adrian the Roman Emperours. The firft carried 97000 of them 
captives, faith Jofephus . The fecond drove them utterly out of Jewry; and by 
Proclamation commanded them, notfo much as look toward that land, from any 
tower or high mountain. But all this was for their fedition and other wickcdneffes. 

And ever fince they have continued a disjefted and defpifed people, exiled out of See Dcur. a?, 
the world, as ic were by a common confent of Nations, fpecially for their inexpi- li¬ 
able guilt in murthering Chrift, and perfecting his people: Concerning whom 
therefore, this Text is to be underftood. See how Chriftians were foon fcattered 
ubroad thorowout theregfons, Att.8.1. Jam. 1.1. 1 Pet.1.1. where they are called 
Strangers tfthedifptrjion. After wards, the Heathen Perfecutours relegated and con¬ 
fined them to files, and mines : and fcattered them into corners. So did the Popcf 
and his Agents: forcing them to flee for their lives, &c. 

and 
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tind parted mj Und~\ As Salmanefer did to his new colonics : as Senacherib alfo 
defiened to do, had not God prevented him: as the Pope taketh upon him to do, 
thofc countries whom he counteth hereticall. He gave this land ( in Hen. 8 . his 
time) P rim occupaturo to him that could firft feife it. He declared John King of 
Navarre, a fchifmarick, anhcretick, an enemy to the fea Apoftolick, and gave 
his kingdom to the Spaniard, becaufe he took part with the French , and would 
not fufifer the Spaniard to march through his kingdom againft the French. And 
what work he hath lately made in the Palatinate and other parts of Germany, who 

^Verfe ^ And they have cafi lots for my people] Impioufly and imperioufly domi¬ 
neering over them: asthofe rude fouldiers that caft the dice upon our Saviours 
Coat at his paffion. It was ordinary to divide by lot the enemies they had taken 
in fight Nah . 3. 10, Obad 11. Lam . 3* 53 - 5 - 3°. but at bafe rates 

thus to fell Gods people ignominioufly, and that to facisfie their lewd lulls, this 
was unfefFerable. - , , 

and have given a bey for an harlot ,3 Heb. that boy, as afterwards, that gtrl, 
with an emphafis ; a fon and daughter of Ifrael, thofe earthly angels, Angli quaji 
Angelins Gregory the Great once laid of the Englifh-boyes prefented to him. Thou 
ftafi alin my children and delivered them, to cauje them to paffe thorow the fire, faid 
God, not without very great indignation, to their idolatrous parents, Ezeeh. 16.2.1. 
Hii they were more then theirs: by vertue of the covenant he had made with that 
people. Hence Bent. 14. 1. Ye are the children of the Lord your God: and can 
he bear with your mifufages ? Should he deal with our f (ler as an harlot ? faid they 
with a courage (as the great Zatjn in Zonah imported! ) Gen. 34. 31. So here, 
fbould they give a boy, ( fuch a buy ) for an harlot ? that is, for the hire of an 
harlot, and to gracifie fuch abhorred filths ? In the reigne of Henry 2 of France , 
tsfnno 1554 many precious fonnes of Zion were burned there for religion, not 
without the indignation of honeft men, who knew that the diligence ufed again!! 
thofe poor people was not for any piety or religion, but to fatiate the covetoufnefe 
of Diana Valentina the Kings Miftreffe, to whom he had given all the confutations 
of goods, made in the kingdom, for caufeof Herefie. 

and fold a girl for wine, that they might drinkf} the Wine of violence : drink, 
and be drunken, and fpue, and fall, and rife no more, ler. 2$. *7. Worthy therefore 
to be ferved as that drunken Turk was by that fevere Bafbaw, who caufed a ladle- 
full of boyling lead to be poured down his throat. God will turn a worfe cup down 
their wide gullets one day, Quorum vivere eft bib ere, and whofe profane proverb 
it is. Bib ere & fudare, ejl vita Cardiac* : But what an heathenifh bafeneffe is that 
of the Papifts ( befides an horrible abufe of Gods holy ordinance) that at Rome, a 
Tewifh maid may not be admitted into the flews of whoredome,unleffe ihe willMj 
be baptized. Eflcnfaxs ( a modefl Papift ) writeth it, not without detection. 

Vcrfe 4. Tea, and What have ye to do with me, O Tyre, &c. 3 Or, what are yet 
to me ? I value you not, but look upon you as vile perfons, how great foever in the 
world? See Dan. 1 1. 21. Or, what have 1 to do with yon ? what wrong have I 
done you, that ye invade my land, and moleft my fubjeds ? It is an idle mifprifion 
to fever the fence of an injury done to any of his members, from the head f and it 
was a malapert demand of the deyiJ, fVhat have 1 to do with thee, Q fefus the Son 
of the living God ? whileft he vexed a fervant oi hi* But there is an old enmity 
betwixt them and their feed, Gen. 3.1s. and it will never be extinft, while the world 
Hands. Ifrael had given Tyre and Zidon as little caufe to quarrell them, as once 
they had done Moab , whom they had afTured, that they would not meddle nor mo- 
left them. Howbeit, Moab wa t diftreffed, or irked, fretted, vexed at them. Numb. 
22. 3. carried with Satanicall malice againft Gods people, becaufc of a different re¬ 
ligion ; and fought their ruine. Lo this was the cafe of Tyre, Zidon , and Palefiine, 
near neighbours, but bitter enemies to the Church. Bats die againft the light: ma- 1 
lice breaks all bonds: and vents it felf by utmoft inhumanity. Mercer underftan- 
deth by thofe nations, vcrfe 2, 3 . the open and profefTed enemies of the Church : 
and by thefe neighbouring peoples here mentioned, thofe more fubtle adverfaries, 
that pretend love, and can draw a fair glove upon a foul hand: but will take the» 
firft opportunity to do the Saints a mifehief, and to fpet their poyfon at them. This 


s an old ftraragem of the Devil, ftill pra&ifed by the Rcnegado Jefuites a- 
mongft us. 

mil ye render me a recompenfe ? and if ye recompenfe me, &c. ] Nummeritum 
irtihi refertic , an etiam infenis ? fo fome render it. Whileft ye afflift my people, is 
it to be avenged on me, for an old in jury I have done you ? or is it rather to pick a 
quarrell with me, who have done you ho wrong ? Surely, whether it be this* or the 
other, I fhail handle you according to your deferts. 

fwiftlj and fpeedily Will I return your recompenfe. ] Repent'e e vcfigioynhxh you’le , 
fay, what’s this > I will execute my fierce wrath upon you, and you fhail foonfeel 
what itisdefpitefully to fpic in the face of heaven, and to wreftlea fall with the 
Almighty. See Obad. 15. God cannot bear long with fins of this high nature. He 
refifleth the proud perfecutours. 

Verfe 5. Becaufc yes have taken my fiver, &e. J Sacriledge is a fecond finne 
they here ftand charged with. Tee have taken, that is, taken away, ( by which ob¬ 
servation, ye fhail eafily reconcile the Pfaimift, Pfal.68.19. with the Apoftle, Eph. 

4. 8. faith Tamouius here ) my fiver and my gold , veffels confecrated to mine ufe ■< 
andfervice: or mine, that is, my peoples, whom ye have robbed: but it (hall not i 
thrive with you ,* it (hall prove as the gold of Tholouje , fatall to them that had any 
f part of it: or as Achans wedge,that cleft his body and fouiafunder 

tbe(e ye have carried into your Tcmples, ]j or Palaces , even my goodly pleafant 
things. ] my defireable goods , cither to adorne yourhoufes, or your idols, to your 
own bane, as Beljbazxar. It is furely a ft are to a man, who devoureth dedicated ] 
things: that bowfeth in chebowles of the Sanduary. And it was a fad complaint 
“ of Luther, that even in the reformed Churches, Parifhes and Schools were robbed j 
of their due maintenance: as if they meant to flarve us all. The like faith Gualther 
in his Homily upon this Text: Non defunt pfeudo-evangelici , faith He, There want 
not fuch falfe-Gofpellers amongft us, who reftore not the Church her wealth, pul¬ 
led out of the Papifts fingers: but make good that fayiog of One, Voflidebant Pa- 
yift«3 p off dent Rapifta ■ Papifts had Church-livings, and now Rapifts have gotten 
them: like asa good Auchour obferveth upon the battle of Mont lecherye, that 
fome loft their livings for running away, and they were given to thofe that ran ten ' 
miles further. 

Verfe 6 . The children alfo of fudah, andthe children of lerufalem, 3 The precious 
fonnes of Zion, comparable to fine gold, Lam. 4.2. with whom you were anciently 
confederate in the dayes of Solomon, 1 King. 5. and feemed to be then their profpe- 
rity-profelytes. 

have ye fold unto the Grecians. J chat is, to the Gentiles in general!, for fo Saint 
R**/oft ufetli the word Grecians, as contradiftind to Jews; who were barbaroufly 
fold, as if they had been bruit beafts, and that into the fartheft countries, that they 
might never ranfome thcmfelves, nor return to their native foil again. This was 
fingular, yeafavage cruelty ;, which the mercifull God cannot abide, but will fe- 
verely punifh, lant.z. 13, 14. Efay 47.6 . thoudidftfhew them no mercy ; upon 
the ancient haft thou very heavily laid the yoke. Sec the Babylonian cruelty graphi¬ 
cally deferibed, and accordingly recorapenfed, ler. 51. 34, 3J,&c. The Spanifh 
cruelty to the poor Indians is unfpeakable. They have made away JQ Millions of 
them in 42 years, as Acofta the Jefuite teftifieth ; and thac under pretence of con¬ 
verting them to the faith. They fuppofe they fhew the wretches great favour, when > 
they do not ( for their pleafure ) whip them with cords, and day by day drop their p 
naked bodies with burning Bacon. Such a devil is one man to another,, when fet 1 
awork by the devil, and fpurrM on by him. But fhail they thus efcape by iniquity ? 
In thine anger caf down the people, O God. He will do it: forthoft words are not 1 
more a prayer, then a prophecy. 

Verfe 7. Behold X will rdife them out of the-place, &c. ) Seem it neV<rfo\impro¬ 
bable, or irapofiible, lie do iti faith God, .and. you fhail fee it. Behold^Ue fet ch 
home my banifhed, though they may feent tobe as water fpilt on the ground, lie 
make thofe dead bones live : and raife my felf a name land a praife, by outbidding 
their hopes^ and marring your defigne of utter extermination. ;&^ffr*uoderfl;a«d$ 
the words concerning the refurreftion of the . dead at the left- day: 1 becaufe gthe He¬ 
brew word properly fignifieth, to raife one out of fleep. Some think it is meant.of 
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the SeSlcs and Martin, fetcht out of baniftimcnt; as was John om. of Puthm,, 
Atbuuufms, ChrjfoJhm , (who ye tit, his laft bamlhment, by reafon ofthe ktba- 
rous ufece of the fouldiers that led him along, hired for that purpofe, fweetlyand 
bleffedlv breathed out his laft) tb eEngUJb Exiles in Queen Mar,cum, whereof 
many returned and did excellent fervice here. But I doubt not, faith judicious 
CM*, but God intends here a fpiritual gathering together of his people into one 
body by the bond of faith: and this was principally fulfilled after the death, of 
thrift who died for that Nation: A»d not for that Nuumondy, but that alfo Ut 
tboald ’rather together into one the childrenof God, that were featured abroad, fth. 

,t fo that thofe whom God hath gathered together and caufed to return 

(ml pedibus vet navigio, for that needs not, to Hternjalem which is above which 
is the mother of us all) from the lands of the Eaft of the Weft of the North, 
Mil. 107.2,3. and of che South, fball praife the Lord together > asthepfalmifthath it. 

and 'itill return your rtcumpenft upon year own head, ] God delights to retaliate, 
to bloody and deceitlull men efpecially ; as wereea&to inftance in the Egyptians,- 
^fdombeaak, -dear, Attilius Regains, the Roman Generali, who dealt moft cru- 
dfv with the'Carthaginians, and was lhortly after as cruelly dealt with by them, 
when fallen into their hands. Here at home in K .£*>■ the fixths time, the remem. 
branceof Somerfet much moved the people to fell from Northumberland (who had 
wrought bis death ) in his greateft attempts, and to leave him to his fatal! fell: 
whereat alto they openly rejoyeed, and prefented to him handkerchiefs dipt in the 
blood of Somer/et, for whom they thought he fuffered rather late, then undeferve 
punifhment. Sc certain it is ( faith the Hiftartan ) that the debts both of cruelty ad 

Mer Verfe 8. And l will fell yoar (onnes and your daughters f} And fo the [cent 
(hall be foon altered, and a ftrange vicifiitude eafily obferyed. But when was this 
done? or was it ever done ? Ego putarimfaBum eiftJcrtptur* nondteatquando, 
faith Tarnovius : I fuppofe it was done, though the Scripture fay not when. 

Others flie to Allegories, and underfland the Text of the converfion of the Gen- 

tiles. I like their way beft, that fay. That which God did for the Churches fake 
the Church it felf is faid to do it. For their cruelties to the Jewcs, God delivered 
thefe Nations up into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar firft, (who bad a hard tug of 
it and had therefore Egypt given him for his wages) and afterwards by Alexander 
the Great, who took Tyre, and rafed it. And this was that g^atfervfce fpoken.of 
Ezek ■’O- 18. wherein every head was made bald, and every /boulder bare, lnnlung 
up thaiT ftrait of the Sea, which feparated it from the Continent before it could be 
taken. But taken it was, together with Sidon, and Philiftta ; and their children iold 
as far as Sabaa, which was then counted the utmoft part of the known earth 
1 2.42. Luke 11.31. being part of Arabia the Happy, or, ( as fome will) )the Defert. 

All this was done for the Jews fake, though the world little confidereth it. It was 

enough for them, that they knew it to be fo, according to this Prophecy: and that 
God did hereby (hew his high efteem of them, by avenging them of their enemies, 
and by thus giving men for them, and people for their life E/ay 43. 4 * : 

for the Lord hathfroken it. } And will therefore furely do it: neither could their # 
Apollo deliver them out of Gods hands ; though to prevent his forfaking of them 
when befieged by Alexander , the Tyrians chained and nailed that Idoll of theirs to 
a poft, that they might be lure of it. But all would not do. ., _ 

Verfe 9 . Proclaim ye this among the Gentiles,-} Oratiototaefi figurata faith P 4 - 
restsx All this following difeourfe is figurative; Hortatto fare a/mon 
Mercer. It is an Ironical! challenge to all Gods enemies, to do their worn to 
and his Chtirch : Somewhat like that I udg. 9 - 29 - Increafe thine Army and co 
out ( which feems to be the challenge that Gaal fent to Abimelech by feme mellen- 
ger) Or that of Rabfhaktb, Efay 36. 8. I will give thee two thoufand horles, t 
thou be able on thy part to fet riders on them : Or that, £/<*; 8.9.10. 

preparewarre] Heb. fanBifc warre : thatis, layingaftdeal otherbufineffe,give 
your felves wholly to it: (like as at holy fervices they were called upon. Hoc agere, 
to minde the bufineffe in hand, and nothing e Me ) as Scanderbeg did; ourot 
whofe lips, whiles he was fighting, the very blood would Hart; fo carneft He was 
atit. mk$ 


Chap. 1 . the Trophecie of-Am® s. 1-ecJzij 

wake up the mighty men ] the Giants, the champions, fuch as were Goliath the 
Gittite, Davids band of worthies, Achilles , /llbcrtus Marqucfle of Brandeburg, 
w ho for his valour was called Achilles Teutoaicus. Put what metall you can into 
thefe your Mighties, that they may do their utmoft-. But withall know that they 
(hall foon meet with their matches, viz Gods Mighty Ones mentioned verfe 11. 

let all the men of war draw nearej that they may joyn battel, and not Band da¬ 
ring and facing one another : as the two armies of Chriftians and Turks did in the Turk.hijl, 
dayes of Baldwin the fccond, king of lerufalcm for three monechs together, and foL 27 . 
then rofeand returned without any notable thing done. It is theancient and man- 
full fafliion ( faith our Chronicler ) ofthe Englilh ( who arenaturaliyonoft: impati- Speed 963, 
ent of lingering mi fell iefs ) to put their publike quarrels quickly to the triali of the 
fword. ITaJlat femelquant femper was Cefars motto: and his property was 

Credere nil aftum, dam quid fnpereffet agendum. s L«c<m. 

Verfe 10. Beat your plowfnares into fwords ] Come with, the beft: preparation 
vou can make, that ye may feeme ( as they fay of a travelling Turk) to be fo many int0 

walking armouries. - Levant. 

let rkc weak, fay I am firongf} Come forth full and whole, yong and old, weak 
anJ frrong, all that are able to bear armes, without excufe. It is an ancient cuftome 
in Scotland, in cafes of importance, to command the fire-croffe to be carried, that 
is, two fire- brands fee in fafliion of a croffe, and pitched upon the point of a fpeare, . 
and proclamation is thereupon made that all men above 1 6 yeares of age, and un- 
der Oo fliall come into the field to oppofe the enemy. Thofe were defperatc boyes 
in Kits confpiracie, that at the battel ncre Norwich pulled the arrowes out of their 
ovvnflefti, and delivered them to be (hoc againe by the archers on their fide: and ibid. 7$. 
thofe other wounded and weakned, no iefs defperately refolved, who being difabled ... 
almoft to hold up their weapons, would drive what they could to ftrike their ene- 1 
mies; others being thrufl thorough the body with a fpeare, would run themfelves 
further on, to reach thofe that wounded them deadly. The enemies of the truth 
will make hard (hift but they will bear armes againfl: Chrift : and, chough feeble, 
yet will fay l am firong , d Sat ana impulficr armati , faith Mercer here, as being $ c J t0 
pricked on, armed and agitaced by the devill, that old manflayer : according to chac 
of Bernard, Seiji thou thy per/ccutor out rugous, marvel not : but know, that the devil urgetur Bern, 
rides him, makes him run, 

Verfe is. AJfcmble your felves , and come all ye heathen} Come and fetch your 
bane, whereof, by your forwardneffe to come uncalled, ye may feem co be ambi¬ 
tious : Judgments need not go to find you out: for you aftociate your felves that 
ye may be broken in peeccs lfa. 8 . 9. as at Armagtddon Rev. 16. 16. Come on 
therefore, fith you wifi needes be fo mad, and take what befalles you. fVho would 
Jet the briars and t homes againfl one in battel ? 1 would go thorough them,l Would burn 
them together, Ejay 27. 4. See Zech. 14. 2, 3. (with the Notes) Ezcch. 38. 4, Gnujbupro 
i( 5 , 17. Sic. Rev . 19. 17, 18. The word here Englifhed AJfcmble, is by larcki 
rendred Feftinate Haften : by others conglobamini duller together, that ye may¬ 
be the fooner cutoff, that the mouth of Gods fword may have its full bit, thac 
he may make an utter end, and your affliction may not rife up the fecond time. 

Nah. 19.’ 

thither caufe thy mighty ones to come down Q i. e. Vel Angelos velalios faith Mer¬ 
cer, either thine Angels ( called Gods mighties Pfal. 103. 20. E fay. io, 34. 

Pfal. 68. 17. where thefe Mighty Ones are faid co make Sion as dread full to all 
her enemies, as thofe Angels made Sinai at the delivery of the law ) or other thine 
officers and executioners, that by thy command they may fall on, and deltroy thefe 
Heathen-armies,fee verfe. 13. the anfwer to this prayer ofthe Prophet and che pow¬ 
er of prayers which Luther fitly calleth bombardas cfr injlrumenta bellica Cbrijkiano- 
rum the great ordnance and warlike weapons of Chriftians. 

Verf. 12. Let the heathen be Wakened^ Here begins Gods anfwer to the Prophets 
prayer. The heathen, though at eafe Zach. 1.11. and faft afleep, muft be arrowfed 
and affembled to the valley of Jehofaphat , where God the righteous Judge ( at the 
Prophets rgqueft: reminding him of his promife, I am come for thy wordf faith He to 

■ T Daniel, 





' <iAn Expofition on Chap .3. 

Daniel,'chip. n. 12. ) gets up to the Tribunall, and there fits to .judgeaH t h e 
heathen round about. Let not us doubt of the . like fuccefle of our fuites: but 
when wronged, run to the Judg of heaven and earth, who will do us right," f 0w ' t 
pray over the proraifes, as here, and not faint, though he bcare long with us. This 
our Saviour hath taught us, by that famous parable of the unjuft Judge and the in*! 
portunate widdow Luk. 18. 2, 3. &c. wherein we may take notice of many ex¬ 
cellent encouragements to pray down our enemies. 1. He was a fudge onely ; but 
God is our Father alfo. 2. He was an unrighteous fudge : But, is there unri«hte- 
oufnefl'e with God. Row. 9. 14, 3. He, as he feared not God, fo he cared not for 
man: but God is properly and peculiarly loving to man above other 

creatures. Tit, 3. 4. 4. He avenged the widdow, as wearied out with her- 
and meerly to be rid of her : And Ihall not God do as much for us, out of his 
love to righteouinefle and hatred of wickcdnefle ? 5. It was troublefome to him t0 
befued unto: but God is difpleafed with us for nothing more, then for our back- 
wardndfe and balhfulnefle, loh. 16. 24. Quid eft cur nihil petit ? what meaneft 
thou to ask me nothing ? faid Se verus to his favourite. 6. the unjuft Judge had no 
care of his credit: but God is moft tender of his glory; and delights muchin 
that title of his, O thou that heareft prayers. 

Verfe 13. Put ye in the fickle , for the harvefi is ripe] It even hangs for mo\Vm 
as we fay: the enemies are ready ripe for ruine : down with them therefore that 
they may not fhedinthe field, and feed again.- let this vally of decifen be unto 
them a va/ly of excifion: let it be as a wine-prefle to thofe bunches and branches 
ofthe grapes lopt off the vine. Lacus ifie locus coedis See Rev. 14. 18 19. A/at. 
13* 39. There isaftintfetto mens fins Gen. 15. 16. Zech. 5. 8, n* Mat. 23] 
32. with the Note there. What more beautifull to behold then a field afore harveft 
then a vineyeard afore the vintage ? and yet how fudden an alteration, when work¬ 
men once take it in hand. 

for the \X>ickednffJfc is great-] Here is that plainely , that before was expreffed pan. 
bo lie ally. The feripture oft expounds it fclf in the fame text: and is every where its 
own beft Interpreter. J 

Verfe 14. Multitudes , Multitudes in the vally of dec if on] Or Concifion, (as 
Hierom and Tremellius) or of threfiling, as P ifeator, in reference to Jehofapbat 
who once threflied the Moabites and Ammonites there. Thefe multitudes are thi¬ 
ther fummoned ( Turba, Turbaadefie) or are there lay’d dead, even heapes upon 
heapes, with thofePhiliftines f»dg. 15. 16 . So Aben-E^ra fenfeth ft, and thence 
the name of the valley of Concifion or dccifion: to Ihew that there God having 
paffed a definitive fentence upon the Churches enemies, and a very fevere one too 
fuch as was that kind of punilhment, to put men under harrowes of iron &c. 2 
Sam. 12. 31. Am. 1. 3. would now finilh the work and git it Ihort in ri«hteouf- 
nefie. Rom . 9. 28. idque citb &certb , as fure and as foon,as if that day of flauehter 
were at next doore by. ° 

for the day of the Lord is mere] Lyra underftands it of thclaft day, which cannot 
be far off. And Diodate was of the fame mind. For upon the next words 

Verfe 15. The Sun and the Aloon fhallbe darkened] hefets this note, Signet 
which fall goe before the la ft judgement. Mat. 24. 29. Luk, 21. 25. See the Note 
above on chap. 2. 13. The Prophets, by fuch formes of fpeccb, ufe to decipher 
greateft calamities when all things look dark : as it fareth alfo with them that are 
under fpiritual defertion Efty. 50. 10. who yet are exhorted there to truft in the 
name of the Lord , and ftay upon their God to cafr the anchour of hope, as Paul 
and his company did in thelhipwrack AB. 27. 20. when they faw neither Sun nor 
moon for many dayes together, and nofmall tempeftlay upon them: all hope that 
they fijould be faved, being taken aVtay. 

Verfe 16. The Lord alfojhall roare out of Zion] Out of his church he Ihall terrify 
his enemies as the Lion doth the reft of the creatures by his dreadful 1 roare : fo that 
they are amazed thereat, and have no power to Ilirr from the place. Lyra inter- 
preteth it of that terrible Difcedite Goejr* curfed that Ihall be uttered by Chrift 
at the laft day. A lentence that breatheth out nothing better then fire and 
brimftone, Itings and forrowes, woe, and alafs, torments without end, and paft 
imagination. 

and 



CHAP.3. the TrQphgf ie of Joel. zip 

and the heavens and the earth fhall Jhake] The heavens with chun/der, thd earth 
with earth-quake, to the terror of the wicked, but comfort of the godly. Hag 2 6 

for the Lord will be the hope ( or, harbour ) of his peoplf] c hey Ihall have a «ood 
bulh on their backs m the greateft tempeft: . they. Ihall not be afraid though the 
earth be removed, and though the mpuncaines be caftinto the middeft of thefea 
Pfal. 4(5.2. ’ ’ 

- —fraEjus fi illabatur or bis, Herat. 

Jmpavidos fertent ruin a 

O the force of a lively faith 1 and the privy armour of proof that belcevers have 
about their hearts I O the dignity and fiifety of Gods people in the worft of times 
Hab. 3. 18, 19. Happy art thou 0 Ifrael :. who is like unto thee, 6 people ! faved. 
by the Lord, the field of thy help, the f\\ord of thine excellency 1, and thine ene¬ 
mies Jball be found lyars unto thee, and thou fait tread upon their hieh places 
Deut. 33. 29. 

Verfe 17. So fall ye k»o^> that I am the Lord your God] you Ihall experiement 
that, which, during your deep affli&ions, ye made fome doubt of.- and were re*- 
v dy to fay as Gideon did to the Angell, If the Lord be for us, why is it thus with us ? 
or, as y our unbeleeving forefathers in the wildcrneiTe, Is God amongjl us } as if that 
could not be, and they athirft. 

dwelling in Zion] Defending my people, and difpenfing my. beft blefiings to 
them. The Lord thatrpade heaven and earth blejfe thee out of Zion, the blefiings 134* 
that cpme out of Zion, arc farr beyond .thofe that otherwife come out of heaven 
and earth. , 

then fall lerufalem be holy] with a double holinelTe, Imputed and Imparted : 
the profane being purged out here iq part,, but heareafeer in all perfection. This 
our Saviour fwectly fets forth in thofe 2. parables of the cares, and of the draw-net. 

. Mat. 13. Or, It fall fie holy, that is deare to Gqd,^and under his care, favour and 
protection from the dominion, direpcion, and pofTefiion of profane Heathens. 

and there (ball noftrangers pajfe through her any mere] either to fubdue her and 
prejudice her (as the proverb runs of ,the great Turk,, that wherever ire fets his 
foot, no graffe growesany more, fuch havock.he makes ) or to fallen any filth or 
contagion upon her See Rev. 21. 27. where St. John alludeth to this text;, a* all 
along chat book he borroweth the elegancies and flowers of the old Teftament to 
fetouc the ftatc of the .New, in fucceeding ages. If this promife be not fo fully 1 

performed to us as we could wifli, wefnuft lay the blame upon ouefinsj? whereby 
the Reformation is enfnarled, and our.profperity hiijdred. Behold, the Lords hand 
isnot Ihorcned that it cannot fave : neither hisear heavy that it cannot hear.But 
your iniquities have feparated betwixt yflu and your God: and yohr fins have hid 
his face from you, that he will not hear Efaj. 59, 1, 2. Nothing indicates our . 
afHons more then fin : this is that devill in the ayt;^ that hinders our happineffe : 
this is that Make-bate Hell-hag , Trouble-town: charme this.devill, and make 
him fall from his heaven ( which is to do hurt) and we Ihall inherit, the promifes. 

The godly man only profpers. Pfal. j.,g. 

Verfe 18. The mountains fall drop down new wine'] Ry thefe ] byperbolicall ex- 
T prefiions is promifed plenty ofall things, pertayniog to life and godlinelfe: fiich a 
■golden age, as the Poet deferibeth. * . • 


Tlumina jam laBis^jamfuminantBaris ibant, 

Flavaque de viridi fillabant dice mella. Ca Mttaru 

Where it muft be obferved, that fpirituall good things are prom tied under the,no¬ 
tion ofternporall, asofMuft, MUk,&c. QbpopuH dufontiant, • by reafon ofche iri- 
tancy or that people of that time.; The mountains^ i. e. the moil barren placed: 

Ihall drop do\pn without our labour, Ihall .yeHd. plentifully^ wine ftrong 

confolations and Scripture-comforts for ftrong Chriftians, Audi the hills fall flow 
'Vnth milk., that unadulterated fiheere milk of Codeword for his babes 1 Cor . 2. 2. 

I Pet.-^ z. 
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AnA a !1 the rtvrrs of Judah frail flow with waters, J SanAuary-mcers,whdd^ 
doctrines, fuch as have a healing, cooling, quenching, quickning property in them ' 
£ f*7 44 , 3 • and a fountain frail come forth , 3 viz. Baptifme , chat /*»«•«/ y 
ration^ Tit. 3.5. that fountain opened, 2 ^ 4 . 13.1. that pure river of water of lifT 
clear as chryftal, that wafheth away fin. Rev. 22.1 .APIs 22.1 6. » 

^d frail water the the valle) ofShittim. 3 That dry valley in the borders of Moah 
neer to Jordan,and not far from the dead .sea. Here it was that the Ifraelices defiW 
themfelves with the daughters of Moab (as farebi noteth) butfhallbee purified 
and fanctified with the waftnngof water, by the word, Ephef 5. 26. Tarnoviu 
renders the Text, £ui irrigabit vallem cedromm , which fhall water the valiev of 
cedars, thofe ichoifefl:trees planted in the paradife of God F fal. 92.13 For ( fairj, 
He ) as the Tabernacle was built and garnifhed of old with Shittim-Wood for Z 

rlptSi*' &3aI - fc-h^U.empie, wid, 

Verje 1 g. Egypt (ball he a deflation, , J By Egypt and Edom, , are meant ail Chrife 
adverfanes, whether they be profefled open enemies as were the Egyptians or falfe 
brethren as the Edomites. Romifts have been both, and fhall therefore be defoh 
ted. Rev. 17.16. with 11.8. ,01a '' 

For the violence againfr the children of Judah, ] From the very cradle of the 

Ch , urcb ’ £ , xod '}* V ea fooner: for E f** ln very womb jufllcd his brother Jacob 
and ottered violence againfi: him, that he might loje no time. ’ 

becuufe they have Jhed innocent blood in the land. 3 The Saints blood is called 
innocent bloody 1. Becaufe their Jinnes are remitted. 2. Becaufe they are caufc’ 
Jelly ktlled. And this is a land-defolating finne. The innocent blood fpilt by Ma+ 
najjeb, brought the captivity : the Marian- times, our late troubles. The blood of 
the Martyrs, fhed by Turk and Pope (whom the Jew-Doftors underftand by E«m 
and E dam here ) fhall be the mine of them both. 1 &Jr 

Verfe 20. Bat Judah fraildwellforever, 3 P erpetuitas Ecclefm dec Ur at ur, faith 
Mercer: The perpetuity of the. Church is declared, and attired. The blood of Mar¬ 
tyrs is the feed of the Church* Chrift is with his to the end of the world: and thofe 
Roman perfecutours who fought to root out Chriftian Religion, and ereded pillars 
in memory of what they had done, or rather attempted that way, what gofthev 
andfortuncs^ 1112 ign0ttiDy ’ befidesthe irrepairable iofTe of their foul* bodici, 

Tu vero , Her odes fanguinolente , time . 


Js h the C bot t le Z hi Si’ f £ TC *£ Ct j. and f P r,n § eth U P the it is opprettd: 
hem toprlrefrnm ^ay be dipt, not drowned: as the oak that taketh 

Heart to grace from the maims and wounds given it, and fprouts out thicker: as Ft- 
pr‘/* 4 s ^which the worfc it is handled, the better it growes, as P liny faith No 

Fltn.l.iZ.c.16. fowl is more preyed upon then the pigeon • no creature more killed up then fheep: 

°t ,m - 7w » ¥T‘tl°j T y > morc then flaughter-men,&c. 

. - ‘* 1 .‘ Fori* 1 # deanfe their blood that l have not cleanfed , ] t. e . I will dear 

their confciences from dead works, from the ftain and fling of all rfnne 

‘mr rr,ghC co thcfc praious promife; but boldly take rhecom- 
° ZZj\ }' &y TS Smh «*■/•"' -/ 7 “ = *»'r *'* »*fl>ed, hut 
r t ’ , ! cl, ' er therefore, fithjolr Jinnei, 

0r L tl ’? S > 1 cleanfe tbtir blood, that is, I will 

Clare that the blood of the godly which the world thought to have been iuftlv 
£.1 was indeed innocent blood, and that they wereflainwithout eaufl This I 
the rlnnocenc^ a roo “ n g ° ut and damning their enemies, and partly by clearing 
ft Z r J j » d l rOW " ,n S conftancy. Tbus Mercer, Ltl'h, &c. 
■kllhflhn ’"Zrk ^ is ' ht: ' aft Knot the leaft. It re- 

be7np (;nd mfn‘'r(r > “? th „ n 7 tak,n S 0“ flc<h ; by the which he dwelt among ui, 
God nranifeft , n the flelh, i Tim. 3 .rS. and/« 4 . 1,4. . T he word was made 

the^ftdale « *” on g ft . US, ’i nd We faw thc 8 lor >’ thwcof, &c. This is referred to 
hisV hnte 4 h * C “— & a f m “ lH ’ efpecially fince he dwelleth with 

Shamn^b * ever , as iC J s m the precedent verfe, and maketh her SLtmz Jehovah 
Mammah, as fhe is called, Ez.tch. tf. 35. 1 
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F words of /Enos, 3 Not of that Amos who was 
father to Ifaiah^ ( as fome Ancients, for want of He- 
jjl brew, miftookit) but a man of meaner rank: . rWf 

| m fP eec K not in knowledge , tarn fenfuum nomine 
c qrtam fimplicitate verborum clams , as Hierom faith 
® of Didymus. The Jews firname him, The 

1 Stammerer: asrf he bad been a man, notonclyofa 

' /w » but °J \ ^nguage; one that had an impediment in his fpeech, as Mark 
thl V h ^ g J C ] ,er froin his name Ames > ^ hich fignificth a burthen, as if 
’ T 0 h l d ha , d b °l em *»£»&»*>* cl °g upon his tongue: and could not utter 

himfelf freely. But let this pafTe for a Jewifh tradition. True it is, that Amos is 
by interpretation a burden: and no letfe true,, that the words of Amos are onerofa 
L Ur ^ cn of tbe word of > the Lord to Jlrael by Him, (See the Note on 
ci 0,Sa v v / h , ement Prophet laden with reproofs and threatnings, ( as 
Luther faith of him ) fuch as the land was not able to bear, faid that Maleconcent 
, aima^tah, who had fel tn aure, his gall in his ears, as they write of fome crea- 
Buc , truth bc Spoken, however it be takenneither may. Gods Minifters 
meddle with toothlejfe truths onely, ( as Balac bid, Neither cnrfe nor bleffe at all) 
“ ; T, y ‘ ,u F dens . lfnccd bt ;. “P»n the {boulders of obftinate iinners, that 
“ b “ Ct,C UndCr Gods un. 

Tropbets7m*c°“im C ^ 3 Hc was 1 ° Prophet, neither was bee a 

and^exrranrdinar;i, M *u j erdn ' an , and a gatherer of Aycomore ftuic, cVf. 7. 14. 
ef the world tor \ ca !f d , t0 tb l s office, by Him who cheojeth the foelijb things 
Let Z, t“s , 1 •** ‘he *eA thing, of-the Lid,,. confound 

mtghty. Who enabled the dumb Affe to forbid his Mattersmadnelfci 2 let. 2.1 6, 
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and fent this down-right Net-herd to deal with a bruitifti people, worfedienTl 
Ox and A fie that have no undemanding, Pfal. 32. Efay 1. 3. job 10. 4. and wl^ 
had changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into a four-footed calf, and creep, 
in a things, Rom. 1.23.-Tekoab is faid to be fix miles from Bethlehem, twelve from 
Kimhi in he. J^mfalem, fdtuate in the tribe of Judah, 2 Cbroh. 11.6. guinquius that learned 
& in eap.3.10 Hebrew, therefore is utterly out,in faying that Ttkoah was a great townin the tribe 
of After. " *■' ^ 

■which he faw concerning Jfrael, ] He not onely heard thefe words, but faw them 
in a vifton: he had them by revelation from God. See the Note on, Hof 1.1, 
concerning \jrael, J Or, againft Ifrael, that is, the ten revolted tribes, wlio had 
many Prophets fent them, to foretell their captivity. God loves to forefignifie. 

In the dayes of Vx.zJ.ib, &c. At the fame time with Hofea , and Ifaiah, and 
Micah, when Brocas Sylvius was king of the Latines, and Sardanapalus of the 
Ajfyrians, as Hierom faith. 

and in the dayes of leroboam, j the fecond; not that fmeftum ludais caput 
, tI,at Jeroboam the fonne of Nebat, who caufed Ifrael to finne. Under the raicn of 

25.8c "2 chro. thefe two kings Judah and Jfrael were in great profperity : and, bewitcht there- 
26. 5,7,8, &c. with, applauded themfelves in their impiety, as Vj*i. 73. 5. 6. This Prophet 
therefore is fent to roufe them and rub themup, to tell them their own, and whit 
they ihould truft to. 

Two years before the earthquake- ] That notable earth-quake, famous and- frefli 
in moft mens memories. Whether it fell out juft then when :Ozazi,<* attempted to 
offer incenfe, and was thereforefmitten wirh leprofie, 2%. 15. 5. asfome An¬ 
cients affirme : or whether at that inftant, when Efay in a vifion faw the Lord ' 
in his glory, and the polls of the door mooved, Efay 6. 4. as fome llabbins tell us, 

I have noc to fay. It feemsto be foretold, chap, 3. 5. andTo ternbje it was that 
people fled from it, Zach. 14, 5.- See the Note there- Jojephus maxeth mention of 
• ir, in the ninth Book of hi s Antiquities, chap. 11. and tclleth us, that half a «reac 
5 hill was removed by it out of its place, and carried four furlongs another wav’: fo 
/ that the high-way was obftru&ed, and the kings gardens utterly marred. God, by 
fuch extraordinary works of his, (hfweth his juftice and difpleafure againft finne, 
Vfal. 18.8. Efay 13.23. as alfo hisfpecialmercy to his praying people, asat^s- 
tioch, in the ycer 529, and at Bern Anno 1584; near unto which city a certain hill 
carried violently beyond and over other hills, is reported by Polanus ( who lived 
in thofe parts) to have covered a whole village that had 90 families in it; oneha/f 
houfc oncly excepted,wherdn the matter of the family with his wife and children 
were earneftly calling upon God. Oh the terrour of the Lord ! and oh the powerof 
prayer ! 

Verfe 2. And he faid, The Lord Kill roar , J This is fpoken for the terrour of die 
wicked, as the like was Ioel 3.16. for the comfort of the gcxjly. See the Note there. 
The word, as Mofes, faves the IJraelitc, flayes the Egyptian y and is, as thefra- 
Columbam vt- grancy of precious ointment: of which Oecumenius tells us, that it refrettierh cht> 
get^ fcarab*. Dove, but killeth the Beetle. See 2 Cor. 2.1 6. with the Note. The Prophet here 
tells Idolatrous Ifrael to their teeth, that God will no longer deal fairly with them 
as a ihepherd, but fiercely as a lion: he will not onely roar upon them, but rent the 
caul of their hearts: as the lion, together with his roar, layes his pawes upon the 
prey. And that ye may know that thefe are not bug-bear termes, devifed on pur- 
pofe to affright filly people, and that I ttioot not Fot-gunsat you. 

the habitations of the Shepherds Shall mourn, &c. J 1 hat is, all your bravery (hall 
down: all your wealth and wordly greatneffc (hall wither: the cop ofyour Carmel, 
the Zenith of your profperity (hall be blafted, and the feene foon altered. AH this 
the Prophet ufed to fhepherdy, expreffeth accordingly, Artis fine m[hs fermonibus 
f as it is natural for all Ardftsto do ) but with a great deal of life and boldneffe. 
Verbis vivis, animatis fententiis, & fpiritus fervorc fiagrantijfimus, as One faith of 
Savanarolas Meditations upon Pfal. 51. 

Verfe 3. For three tranfgreffions of D amafeus and for four, Si For their feven ,, 
that is, feyerall finnes, noc a few: for their many and bony provocations, for their 
progrefle in finne, without mean, or mealure. The Jews here note, chat for three • 
faults Godwill pardon a man, bullet him beware of the fourth: God will not al- 
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wayes ferve man for a finning-fioci^, but break off his abufed patience, and proceed 
to pnnilhment. Lo ail thefe things worketh God tKice and thrice with man, lob 3 3. 

29* but let lum not thereupon grow over-bold : left he pay for his preemption* 

Sin iterated is greatly aggravated ; as cyphers added increafe the fumme: and 
though it may ileep a long time, yet it is but as a (leeping-debt not called for of 
many yeers, required at length: as Sauls finne in flaying the Gibeonites, was not 
punifhed till fourty yeers after: as loabs killing of Abner, flept all Davids dayes 
ike. Now, left ifrael looking upon Syria yet flourishing, Ihould protnife themfelves 
like impunity, they are here thus threatned. 

j will not turn away the punishment thereof, J but pay them home for the new 
and the old ; yea, for the old by occafion of the new; for their obftinate and incu¬ 
rable wickedneffe, I will punifti them feven- times more, and feven times more, and 
feven to that, Liv. 26. 24. &c. and fo hang them up, as it were, in mbbets for a 
warning to llrael, that they may wafts their feet in the blood of thefe Heathens and 
redeem their own forrows. 3 ‘ 

becaufe they have threfbed Gilead, ] i. e. the Gileadites whom they had taken 
captive, and chuscruelly intreated. See :K ing. 13. 7. and 10. 33. where it ap¬ 
peared], that all this was done, not without the Lord : which yet is noexcufe to 
Haxaels cruelty. That Conquerours were wont to ufe this kinde of torment and 
pnniftiment, fee 2 Sam. 13. 31. But that David ihould do lo, is lomc wonder: hee 
was hardly recovered of his late foul fall: and thence haply, fo iffuch harfhneffe. 

Certain it is, that the mercifull God abhorreth cruelty toward his creature • and fe- 
verely punilheth ic : fuch as was this of Haz>acl toward Ifrael, foretold by E lips a 
2 King.8.12. and afterwards of Ptolomie Lathurus King of Egypt, who flew 3 oocol 
Jews at once: and forced the reft to eat up their dead carcaffes. So that barbarous 
Duke of Alva, rofted fome of his prifoners to death, ftarved others, and that even *° eph ' 
after quarter: faying, chough he promifed to give them their lives, he did not pro- u-n r „ 
mife to hnde them meat. CJ/vtelieth us of the Jews thac dwelt about Cjrrn, in 
the dayes o! Trajan ■ that they flaughtered a great fort of Romans and Greeks af. 
ter a milerable manner; fawing them down the middle from the crown of the head 
tearing their flefti with their teeth, fmearing themfelves with their blood and’ 
wearing their skins for coverings, &c. fo that 200000 people perilhed there • and ' Tra)an ' 
befides in Egypr and Cyprtu. 240000, by the like abhotrid cruelty, and about the 
fame time, by the fame hands. Beware of men. Mat. io. 

. v «f* 4 * Bxt 1 ^ J' end * fi re inta the W* of Haxael, ] Sin doth as naturally 
t draw judgements, to ic, as the load-ftone doth iron, or turpentine fire : and hainous 
finnes, heavieft judgements, devouring plagues: Such as axe the fire ofwarre 
Pfal. 78 63. peftilencc. Lev. io. 3. forreigne enemies, Num. 21. 28. Jer. 48 4/ 
homebred confpiracies, fudg. 9. 15,20. befides the fire of hell, whereof all miferies* 
here are but typical. Let men kifle the Son therefore, left Gods anger be kindled * 
and get the fpint of judgement, and of burning, that they may dwell with everlaft’ 
mg burnings. For evert our God is a confirming fire, Heb r 12.29. 

■Verfe 5. I Kill breaks alfo the barre of Damafcus , J i.e. their power and misfit’ 
all ftrength defenfive, oroffenfive, andfo make way for the enemieinto the dev’ 
give him a fair entrance without refiftance. It is God that orders the battle and 
renders mens attempts vain, or profperous, Efay $4.ult. Jer. 50.9.' whencefoevec 
the fword comes, it is bathed in heaven , E fa. 34. 5. 

and cut of the inhabitant from the plain of Aven. 3 Campus idoli, the plain or 
valley of idols ( fo Mercer rendreth it ) that is, of Syria given to idolatry - or Da¬ 
mascus, a very P oneropolis, and therefore ripe for ruine. * 

and him that holdeth the fetpter , J A plain periphrafis of a king, ( called oft by 

?he%Hchcl IWT Sc !S u , r :P‘ r r ) or of hi "> was to fucceetfin the kmgdorZ 

Or" 1 Dol fb ”' chc W*”', Our H„rj the fecond, - ■., 

bind Ihi h whllc he was yet alive, and put the Scepter into his Vm ’ 

hand . which made his ambition quite turn off his obedience. 

^ Or, ofplcafnre, the kings palace, a very paradife. God 
demeth nof great men their lawfnll pleafures, for refieftimen?, amidft their weighty 

olisrtf r.r ye ” h 7 “f r«»™be r StJ.we, his charge againft the Grander 
Of Ins time. To have hv,d pUa/are ,h< 'ar.b, and been %annn ■. je have nmri- , 

fled* ■ 
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,,m 5 5 /bed your hearts, at in a day of Jlaughttr, or of good cheer* And that oLM^ha m 
J to Dtw, Son remember that thou in thy life time receivedft thy good things &c. Lttk 

1 6. 2 5. which text Gregory the great could never read, but his heart aked with 
9 /a,iJW feare, left it (hould be his own cafe. Jt is well obferved, that Philedoni Lovers of 
pleafures are fet as laft and worft of thofe wicked ones, 2 Tim. 3. 4. Solomon is bla¬ 
med for fpending thirteen ycares in building his houfe, and planting thole paradifes 
about \z t Eccle.z.<y. 

Strabo. 1 17. and the people of Syria pjallgo into captivity unto ICir ~_| A place of Media, called 

by other Authors Cyrrha, or ( as others think Cyrenc in Egypt, or Africa. This 
was fulfilled 50. yeares after byTiglath Pilefer. 

faith the LordT^ who fpakc the word and it was done Pfal. 33.9. and 148. y. 
And what wonder, when his Fiat only made the world, and he can as eafily unmake 
it, if he pltafe. 1 

Verfe 6. For three tranfgrejfions ) Sec the Note on vcr. 3. 

Lib I de fitu ‘f Ga **3 ° ne of che five chief cicies or Satrapies of the Philiftines ; an ancient 
orb'.cap. i'i. mm e,Gen. 10. 19. Dent. 2. 23. 1 S am.6. 17. and not fo firft called by Cambyjes, 
making it his Magazine, when he marched againft Egypt, as Mela would ner- 
fwade us. 1 

1 mil not turn aftayj Or I will not convert them, as fome render it ( fo verfe 
2. 9 - &c* )»• c. non reducamad mifericordiamftiam , I will(hew them no mercy: 
but they lhall have an mill ,, an only evill Ezek. 7. 5. without mixture of mercy. This 
is punifhmcnt enough. } * 

becanfe they carried away captive the whole captivity ] This cruelty God fincleth 
out (as before; as afingular fin that lhall be furely puniftied. Now that is called 
a whole or perfect deportation , when none efcapeth j but all of all forts, fexes and 
fizes,are carried away, as by a fweeping raine, or univerfall deluge, fer 13.19 9#- 
dah {hall be carried away captive all of it: it (hall be wholy carried away captive. 

. Whether this were Judah or Jfrael that wasfo inhumanely dealt with by the Phi-, 
hftines, we find not. Something like it we read 2 Chron. 21. 16 17. ltel. 3. 6 ♦ 
See the Note there. 

to deliver them up to Edom~] Or to fhut them up in Edom, their raoft inveterate dead¬ 
ly enemy ; to whom the Philiftines delivered or fold them on this condition or bar- 
gaine, that they {hould hold them there in perpetuall and irrevocable flavery. 

Ferfcy. But 1 v? ill find afire^ i. c an enemy, faith Drufus , which as a fire 
(hall confumc all. This was fulfilled by Vzziab 2 Chron. 26. 6 . whence it was afl 
tenvard called Gaza which is defart. Act. 8.26. W 

which pjall devour the palaces thereof j built likely in the blood of the poor afflid- 
ec U having finne at the bottome, which blew up all at length, as the voyce from 
Cedren: h,jf. heaven faid to Phocas, who Jikewife laid his foundation in blood. Sec the Note on 
543 * verfe 4 , 

Vtrfc 8. AndlVrillcutoff the inhabitant from Apod] Thefe other foure Satra¬ 
pies of the Philiftines ( Gath is not mentioned, becaufe haply Time had now tri¬ 
umphed over it, fo that it lived by fame only ) were the worfe likely, and fared 
the worfe for Gaza s ill neighbourhood : like as Hamath did for Dantafcus 
lech. 9. 2. 

and I will turn mine handj Notin mercy as lech. 13. 7. but for further mif- 
chief; I will have a double blow at Ekron, where Beelzebub the Grandiabolois 
wonhipped, Iterabo plagam ; and when I have done, with the reft, I will begin againe 
With hkron ;Acheronta movebo. 


and the remnant of the Philiftines This is dreadfull, but due to them, and juft 
upon them for their favage dealing with lfrael verfe 6. This was fulfilled by Heze* 
ktah conquering all that eountrey 2 King. 18.8. See lofephuslib. 9. cap. 13. 

Ferfe 9. For three tranfgrejfions of Tyruij That crown of the fea E fay. 23*8, 

, media tnf uperabtlis undd, till Alexanders time, who joyned it to Continent, and 
afterwards ruined it. Charged it is here, as thofe before, j. with incurable ob- 
ftinacy. 2. with extreame*cruelty* 

becaufe they delivered up the whole captivityl which either themfelves had taken, 
or that had fled to them for refuge in fome common calamity : but were betrayed 
by them into the hands of their bittcreft enemies. See verfe 6. and acknowledge 

the 
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the truth of chat divine proverb. The tender mercies of the Kicked are cruel - thev “' T 

help their clients no otherwife, then the wolfe in the fable helped the ihcepofhis' 
cough, by fucking his blood. v 

and have not remembred the brotherly covenant J that pafled of old betwixt Da- 
vid, Solomon, and Hiram their king. Or rather, that between Jacob and Efau 
and their refpedbvepofteriry, which the Tyrians {hould have promoted by labou¬ 
ring a reconciliation betwi*c thefe diffencing brethren: but they contrariwile blew 
up the coales, and rather ftirred up more ftrife then Hinted it. They called noc 
to mind what unity and amity ought to be between people fo ncer allved: and what 

good offices they {hould therefore have done for them. - 

Erottnus indigni fratemum rumperefoedns. Houx. 

rhoulbult mi alhorran Edomite, foe he is thy troth,r. This is Cods argument to 
lfrael Vcut. 23 8. Should not the Tyrians have faid the like to the Edomites 
and fo fought to have pacified them, ratherthen gratified them in their heredita¬ 
ry hatred, and deadly feud &c. they put themfelves amongft thofe worft of men. 
which, g.vp over of God, though they know the law, how chat they which com¬ 
mit fum things are worthy of death, yet not only do the fame, but alio take pleafure 
in thole that do them Rom. j. vlt. . 

therefore I will fend afire upon the wallesofTynul This was fulfilled 
fhortly after 111 the warr that Salmanafar waged againft the Tyrians, whereof fee 
ifbeps : hb. 9. chap. 14. Or in Ncbuchadnezzarsv/arr with them, whereof read 
Ezcch. 29. 18 J ,? r . 27. 3. and 47. 4. J ofeph:. cont. Appion. lib. 2. Oz Alex¬ 
anders, curt: lib 4. Jujhu. lib. n. It i s good for men to tremble at Gods 
judgments whiles they hang in the threatening*, as J ofrah did : and not to tempt 
tie Spirit of the Lord as Apamos and Sappbira did Act. 5. 9. by putting it to the 
proof, whether he will bedteti fui.Domivus as good as his word 

terfe II For three tranfgrejfions of Edom &c. 3 i. e. of the Edomites, the 

talfe - brethren d ' e Popes blood-hounds. See 
the parallel made by D. Taylor m his fermon called the Romifh Edomite. 

becaufe he did puriuehts brother Vrtth the fwcrdj Firft when he drove him from 
houfe and home for fear of his life, which he threatened to take from him Gen. 27.- 
and afterwards came againft him (returning home-wards) with foure hundred cut¬ 
throats at htsb eels Gen. 32. 6, 8. tofmice the mother with the children ver. 1 1. 

Next in hispoftenty, thofe fworn fwordmen of the devilh that denied Godslfra- 
el paflage m the wilderneffe, comming out againft him with much people and 
with aThrong hand Num. 20. 20. to his great difeouragemen* N H m . 2.1.4. And 
ever after, bore him an aking tooth, and waited him a ihrewd turn ♦ jovnine with 
the enemy, and taking all advantages of mifehief. See 2 Chron. 28. 17. pjal 14 7 7 
°bad. 10. 11 Malice is commonly hereditary, and runs in the blood. Andfaswe 
t ufeto fay of Runnetjthe older it is, theftronger. 
k Heb. corrupted hist ompaftons, forgot his brotherhood, 

bamfhed naturall affcdfion out of his bofome, and put off all humanity. The Rah* 
bines tell us, that out of the pro&nenefle of his Spirit Efau put away his circumcifi- 
on, by drawing up agatne the foreskin with a Chirurgeons inftrument. - Whether 
this were fo or^not, 1 have not to fay : but chat he corrupted his companions (if 
any ever he had ) violated the law of nature, and aboWhed the bowefs of a bror 
this text affurech us ; even all the affedions. duties, 
r/ P ur $ ° rb £ od an ^ nature by which he was bound. His grandfather Abra* 

!? hlS n !F hew Lw x no difference between thctaEd me, 

cooler ”!’• [ 3- Ibis one conlijeration was retentite enough, 

rw™!,, 1 ' 1 ch ° !er « was even as the Angel that ftayd his hind when 
w„ e u , °r “T,' n % G 7;, Z2 - Ic (1 ' oukl l )avc heen 10 with ,Edom :. good blood 
off manhnnfl / J e ^d »t felf: But he had loft his brotherly ^oweb, arid fevenpui: 
difti T»'n- e ba< ^ W!ped out all ftirrings of good nature, as a man wipeth a Ki 
t “ tt ^ de *« the i«-i pturefpeaketh in another cafe: 

brh friend winfcou tof acupi thefidesare yetmoift : but when it ' 

is rinfed and wiped, there remames not the ldaftitaft or tindiie. 

find 
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and his anger did teare perpetually} i.e. He in his anger did teare, asabeaftof 
prey, and rage without intermiffion. The enemies of the Church do fo ftili; f uc |, 
f E 4 - is their implacable hatred againft God and his truth : they eat up Gods people as they 
eat bread , yea they tread down and teare in peeces, as if there were none to deli!, 
ver. At the Town of Barrc in France, when it was taken by the Papifts, all kind 
of cruelty was ufed, faith Mr. Few: children were cut up, and the guts of fome of 
them and hearts pulled out, which in rage they tare and gnawed with their teeth. 
M. and Mon. The Italians likewife which ferved the king there did for hatred of religion break 
fol. 1951. forth into fuch fury,that they did rip up a living child,and took his liver being as yet 
re d hot, and eat it as meat. Erafmus tells of an Auguftine friar,who openly in the 
° b ' pulpit at . Antwerp wilhed, that Luther were there, that he might bite out his 
throat with his teeh. And Friar Brufterd in a conference with Bilney brake out^ 
AH And Men. into thefe angry words: But thatlbeleeve and know chat God and all his faints 
914. will take revengement everlaftingon thee, I would furely with thefe nailes of mine 

pfaI 1C be thy death. Pray therefore with David, Deliver not the Joul of thy turtle dove 
Gen.49 7. ta ,l e defiroyers drc. Curfed be their anger, for it is fierce: and their wrath for 
it is cruel. 


Dan. hifi. 
fol. 201 . 


Aug. ep. 87. 


At.R hetor. 
l.9.c. 1 . 


1 Cor. 6 . 7. 


and kept bis Wrath forever] Though Iiimfelfwas mortal, yet his wrath, might 
. feem to be immortal: as was Hanibals againft the Romanes, and our Edward the 
firft againft the Scots: againft whom being about to march, he adjured his fon 
and Nobles, that, that if he died in his journy into Scotland, they (houid carry his 
corpes with them about Scotland, and notfufferitto .be enterred, till they had ab- 
folutely fubdued the countrey. Anger may rufh into a wife mans boiome, but 
1 1 hould not reft there. Eccle. 7. 9. for it corrupteth the heart, as vineger doth the 
veftel wherein it long continueth; Of the Athenians it was faid, that their anger 
.was jufetfaser everlafting; but that was but fmall to their condemnation. Thou 
(halt neither revenge mr remember ill turns Lev. 19. 18. where fervare is put for 
fervare tram to keep, for to keep ones anger : to (hew that there is nothing that a 
man is more ready to keep; as beeing a vindidive creature ; Areflotle faith ( but 
abfurdly ) that it is more manly to be revenged, then to be reconciled : and this 
the world calleth manhood : but indeed it is doghood rather. The manlier any man 
is, the milder and more mercifull, as David 2 Sam. 1. 12. And Julius Ca/ar, 
when he had Pompefs headprefented to him, wept, and faid. Non mtht placet vil 
dicta fed victoria, I fcck not revenge but vidory. AndtheApoftle purpofelv dif- 
graceth revenge of injury by a word that fignifieth difgrace, Ioffe of victory or i#, 
potency of mtnd. Thunder, haile, cempeft, neither trouble nor hurt feleftialk 
bodies: no more doth anger, great minds. Edom was fhort-fpirited, foon kind¬ 
led, and not eafily appeafed; his wrath kept no bounds, as the word here ufed 
importech: his coales were coales of Juniper , fierce and long Jading: his fire not 
1 elementary, but culinary; nourifhed by low and unworthy confiderations: a fruit 
of the ftelh and fuch as excludes out of heaven Gal. 5.20, 21. It was not the pafli- 
< but the habit of hatred which St. James calleth the deviUJam. 4. 7 . and St Paul 

counfelleth men not to give place to that dcvill: and for that end, not to let the 
Sun go down upon their wrath Epbe. 6. 26. See Eztch: 35. 5. where Edom 
is charged with a pcrpetuall hatred, and therefore threatened with blood andde- 
lolation, as here. 1 

Verfe 12. But I will fend afire} A fierce enemy, ut fupra. The inhabitantsof 
Teman and Bezra, together with other the pofteriry of Efau, were famous for pow¬ 
er and policy Obad.%. 9. Jer. 49. 7. Efa. 34.6. But there is no wifdome, might 
nor counfell againft the D>rdPr^. 21. 30, 31. Hecan make fooles and babies of 
the Churches enemies: he can fire out their malice &c, 

Tip>yri3. I will not turn away the punijhment thereof} Or I will not turn and 
reduce him to my fejf by repentance, that I may (hew him mercy as Lam. 5, 22. 
* er ‘ 3 1 -but harden his heart, and haften his deftrudion. 

becaufe they have ript up the Women with child } Immane facinus, . drvicinU indig- 
*nm, faith Mercer, A cruel fad, and the worfe, becaufe done by fo neere neigh¬ 
bours, and allyes; thus to kill two at one blow, and thofe alfo innocent and impo^ 
tent, and (uch as they ought to have fpared by the Jaw of nature, and of nations: 
and all this, meercly out of covetoufneffe and ambition. 


That 


Chap.z. the Frophecie of Amos. 217 

That they might enlarge their border} but firft root out the little ones, that elfe 
, might hereafter claime and recover their fathers poffeffions. So at the Sicilian 
vejpcrs they ript up their own women that were with child by the French : that no 
French blood might remaine amongft them- See the Note on Hof 13. 1( s. and 
learn to deteft covetoufneffe, that root of all evilL 1 Tim. 6. 10. Better converfe 
with a CanibaJ, then with a truly covetous caytiffe: and more curtefie you may 
expeft. 

Verfe 14. But / Will kindle a fire &c.} with mine own hands ( not only fend a 
fire, as before verfe. 10. 12. ) as Charles 5. Emperour of Germany, (when it was Parei nteM, 
told him how that Fame ft us the Popes Generali had ravifhed certain Ladies ) brake t.hift.prof, 
out into thefe hot words: If I had the villaine here, I would kill him with mine own ' 

handsneither was he ever heard to ipeak any thing vvitii fo great anger, in all his 
dayes* 

with (hooting in the day of battle} Cum clangore, velululatu with noife of trum¬ 
pets and fouldiers, fo terrible, haply, as that in the bloody fight betwixt the great 
Turk Amttrath 3. an (J Lazarus Dejpot of Servia : where the noife was fo great, Turk.'bile 
that the wild beafts in the mountains flood aftonied, and the birds fell to the earth 300. ' 

amazed thereat- 

with a temp eft} i.e. with incredible fwifeneffe, and all on the fudden: and fo the 
more terrible, becaufe impetuous. 

Verfs 15. And their king fhall go into captivity} Where he may find as little fa¬ 
vour zsZedeliiab did with Nebuchadnezzar, Valerian with Sapores the Perfian, Ba= 
iazet with Tamerlan the Scythian ; and not fo much as Gilimer king of Vandals 
with Bellizarius, of whom herequefted ("and obtained J thefe three things, a loafe, 
a fpunge, and an harp: a loafe to relieve him, a fpunge to wipe his weeping eyes’ 
and an harpe to cheer him up in his captivity. 

He and his Princes together} Lords and lofels (hall fare alike: the fword fpareg 
, neither : And in he|l potentes potenter torquebuntur Mighty men (hall be mightily 
tormented. • 


CHAP. II, 


Verfe 1. ^ ree tranfgreffions &c.} Or malicious Wickcdneffes with an high hand 

jLcommitted, and heaped up to that height. See chap. 1. 3. 
becaufe he burnt the bones of the king if EdomJ A Wicked man, but yet a man : 
and God ( wliois a lover of mankind ) (hewes himfelf fenfibleof the injuries and 
indignities done but to his dead body : fuch an enemy he is to cruelty to his crea- * ' 
tures. That Mefa king of Moab bore a fpeciall edge againft the king of Edom , 
fought to break thorough the army to him but could not, and afterwards facrificcd 
his fon and heir whom he had taken in that Tally made upon the king ofEdoms 
quarters’ we read 2 King. 3. 26, 27. There are fome that think that at another 
time, overcomming the Edomites, he dig’d up the bones of that king out ofhisfe- 
pulcher, he burnt them to lime, that is prorfus, pcrfettijfimc&abfolutijfimeas fome 
fenfeit, eq allies and cinders as Efay. 33. 22. or (for greater revenge, and con- tygwfy 
1 tempt ,) be whitelimed the walles of his pallace therewith, as Gen. 11. 3. P fal. 6g. 

2 S- Ffay. 22. 21. Thus, in that horrid maffacre of Paris, they cut of the Admi-. 
rail’s head ( whom before they had murthered ) and prefented it to the Q^mo- Spt ^ 6 
ther; who, balming it, fentit for a prefent to the Pope, who thereupon caufed * 
the Maffacre to be pidured in the Vatican hall: under one fide is Colignij & foci- 
crum cades , On the other, Rex Colignij cadcm probat. The king himfelf (viz H Mercm'q 
Charles 9. ) beholding the bloody bodyes of thofe then maffacred : and feeding his Itai,Co 
eyeonfo wotull a fpedacle, breathed out this bloody fpeech J^uam bonus eft odor 
- hoftis pjprtui. How fweet is the fmell of a flain enemy : another hel-hag faid upon p ec . : 
a like occafion, that (he never beheld fo goodly a peecepf tapeftry, as the faces of ^ acrz ° 
thofe butchered Saints. This infulting over the dead is, that peece of cruelty 
which the church complajncth of F fal. 79. 2. Cornelius a Lqpide upon this text 
pryes out of it as an inhumane and (hamefull thing both becaufe the honpur of 




AR.&Mon. 

1784. 


nAn Expofition on Chap.j. 

fepnlture is the laft dues of the dead ; and alfo becaufe this is to fight with dead 
id vanitf/AS- carcafTes. Yet this hath been pradifed by one Pope againft another, and by ma- 
vct^Jufiade n y of the Popes Champions herein England, whounburied and burnt the bodies 
funtiorum. p (I „/ us phagius, Peter Martyrs wife, and many others : Cardinal Welfej had 

a purpofe ( had he not been prevented by death ) to have taken up King Henries 
f cn ‘ body at j Windfor, and to have burnt it. How much better Charles the fifth 
(yet no friend to the Reformation, but a prudent Prince ) who entring Wittenberg 
as a Conquerour, and being importuned to dig up the dead bodies of Luther and 
other Reformers, refilled to violate their graves, and fent away MelanElhon. , p 0 _ 
moan, and fome other eminent Preachers unhurt, notfo much as once forbidding 
AEl.&Mon. them to publifh openly the doftrinc that they profefled ? Cambyfes heareth ill 
1784- among all men for his digging up the dead body of Amafis King of Egypt, and 

caufing it to be whipc and brickc; and Sylla for the like cruelty to C. Marins. 
Nerodot. lib .3. Qf a il fowl we moft hate and deteft the Crowes • and of all hearts, the Jackal’s 
Plm.1.1 ,c.$o. ^ a jjjndcof loses in Earbarie ) becaufe the one digs up the graves, and devours 
the flefh, and the other picks out the eyes of the dead, time moralitcr dijee 
faith a Lapide , Learn hence alio what a bafenefie it is to tear and deface the good 
names of thole that are dead : to fly-blow their names is worfe then to burn 
their bones to lime. And yet among many other men of mark that might bee 
inftanced , McUncihon mart ms t.intum non tit bUfphemtss in Beam erttei ajjigi . 
fur, faith Zanchius : not Papirts, but Lutherans laid blafphemy to his charge 
Zanch Mifcell after * lis death» wllom a5 ' Chriftcudome worthily honoured for his learning and 
1 * piety. 

Verfe 2. Bat I will fend a firefj See Chap. 1.4. 

and it !h all devour the palaces of Kerioth ,J A city fo fair and large that it hath 
, , . , a plural name, which figniiicth cities, by way of excellencie: as Athens was called 

JhtCa-ntS t ^ e ^ recce °f Greece ; Rome, the Epitome of the world, ike. 
iiis o/KKulyti(. ar ‘d Moab Ojall die with tumult, 3 with all thefe together, on an huddle, as it 
were: they arc here fetdown by an elegant Afyndeton , tofet forth the fudden- 
neffe and terrour of the judgement threatned. They (hall be /formed, and have 
no quarter given them. Here Of under noteth, that it is one of the many punilh- 
a Chro *4 18 mcnts of *~ in j for a man not to die in his but in battel. Jt was promifed to 
' 34 ' lefiah, he fhould die in peace. True it is, he died in battel: but he died before that 
generall defolation that followed ihortly after. ( for indeed, with him died all the 
profperity of that people ) And befides, his weeping and humiliation had altered 
the very nature of the trouble, and made warre to be peace to him. 

Verfe 1,. And I will cut off the Judge J i. e. the king, who fometimes firs him- 
AthfyMm. felf in Judgement, as K. Hen. 8. did here, at the condemnation of Lambert Mar- 
The Preachers s as the King of Perfia doth oft at this day. I have feen him ( faith a travel- 
Travels. 6 3. ier ) many times to alightfrom his liorfe, onely to do jurtice to a poor body. Th< 

Grand Signior himfelf fits one day in the week to receive the poors petitions and 
punifii the faulty Grandees about him. For as he /files himfelf, Awltm 'femwh, 
that is, the worlds refuge: fo he would have the world to take notice, that fuch as 
The Grand lament unco him, /hall be fure to have redrefle and fuccour from him, although his 

Sign. Scrag. Minifters fail them, or abufe them, through their injuftice: Hence, few Vipers die 

pag. 148- in their beds. 

front the middtft thereof .11 i. e. of Kerioth, the chief city where the Court was 
kept, as Kimchi faith, with a great deal of pomp ar.d pride. We have heard of the 
prtde of Moab. Sec ler. 48. 7, 11,14,18. Zeph. 2.8,10. It was thejr nationall fin, 
and fore-runner of their fall. 

. Verfe 4. For three tranfgreffions of Judah ,J who were therefore worfe then the 
ia melivres* a b° ve - ment ‘oned Nations, becaufe they ought to have been better. Befet they 
effe debebm. were enemies round about, who dealt cruelly with them; and this (hould have 
Zach.1.1?. made them to cleave moreclofe to God : thefe homes pulhing and flattering them, 
fhould have puttied them home to him : but it proved otherwife. For Judah alfo is 
found to to be incorrigibly flagitious, guilty, as the former, of three transgrrffons 
and of four, etc. worfe in them then in others, becaufe in Judah was God k^oKn, 
and to them were committed the Oracles of God, whom they might hear eftfoons 
fcrecking out unto them, when they were putting forth their hands to wickedneffe. 

Oh 


Ghap.x. the Afcnos. 

Oh do notrhu abominable thing. But they eanijuammonfira marina, as Oncfaith, lcr .. . 
like fo many Sca-Morifters paffed by Godss^dswithadeaf ear . 1 

Thej defpyedtbe laK of the Lord • J They wouldnone of his counfcll: they liked- 
well to live in Gods good bifid, but not to Jive by <£&ds good lawes -. like thofe in 
' nofnel’ ihtf reiettedthe coHnfel tf God within flte»ifelves,imd 1 thit with fcotne Luk. 7.?°. 
and disdain, as the word here ufed fignifierh. See th^Notcoh Hof < 5 . 6 . 

and have-not kept hts commandements,'} though htilic, ]ufi, and good , though' 
fuch as if a man keep them, (be it but Evangelically, fffacidr % W 4 mfi nonperfeiat) 
he (hall live in them, byalifeof grace* astbe flame lives in fife oyle, or the creature Uv% i8 ^ 
by his food; Though in keeping thereof ( how much morefor keeping thereof? ) 

there it great reward, Plal. 19. II. 

and their ties caufed them , 3 that is, their idols ( as the Vulgar well rendreth it ) ■' 

and their will-worfliips: their new inventions* and good intentions* thereby to 
ferVc afid pleafe God. Thefe are properly called lies : becaufe contrary to the law of 
mith t whereto they are here oppofed ) and to Davids praAife, who did the truth, 
i I oh 1. 6. and could fafely fay, J bate and abhorre lying: biit thy lay* do I love, 

Pfal. 119.163. andwr.104. Through thy precepts I get underftanding : therefore I 

^* tC after the £hicb\beir fathers have walked. J So that they are a race of Rebels, a 
feed of dvil-docrs, and do fill up the meafure of their fathers fins, till wrath come 
Upon them to the utmoft. This is no fmall aggravation, E-ce^.. 20. 30. Are ye pol¬ 
luted after the manner of your fathers? and commitye wBoredot* after theirabomi¬ 
nations. See Attsj. 51. ftluft I bee provoked by you from one generation to 

* n y er r <. But 1 will fend a fire upon Judah. ] They flfall alfo bear the ptmifhment 
of their iniquities, yet is it not laid as ver. 2; that Judah' (hall die with tumult, &c.- 
fc God will make a diflerente in his dealings with hts own and others, his fonnesand 
bis flaves ‘ thefe (hall totally and finally beconfoiriedac once. Nab. 1 .9 notfo the- 
Saints The remnant of the Phflrftins (hall perifb, A»., i .8. But of Judaharem- 
nant (hall beftillrefetved^or royall ufe. Mu. 11. 11, 16. ' . .' '' . ’ 

Ver 8 For three trausgrejfions of Ifraef &c ,3 Theten Tribes come in laft: left 
they (with whom his main bufinefle lay, and to whom he will hence-forth apply 
himfelf ) fhould conceit themfelves priviledged *; hccaufc for prefent pfofpered 
r left they ihould read, or hear the meiiaces ofGods.moutb , as men do the old ftoties 

of forrein wars, that nothing concern them. ‘ 

becaufe they fold the righteous for fiver, 1 Even Gbdsown paftfirenflieep, that 
had eolden-fleeces, precious fouls: thefe they inad.e fale ot for a little money, 
which ever was and ftill i? a common medler j and drives the bargain, and bufinefle 
to an upfiiot. Money , faith One, is the worlds great Monarch, and bears moft Ma¬ 
ttery : whence it is, that the Hebrew word AdarconjafeA for money, 1 Chron.79.7. 

Efay 8. 27, cbmCs of Adar, ftrong, or mighty, and Con, ^to prepare: to (hew 
, thata moneyed man is a mighty man, as this world goes Unleffewe may fay of 
money, as one doth wittily of Sardanapalus, the laft of the Affynah-Mormchs z # 

Sardanapalus, faith He, had aterrible name, ^rfioteth aPrmce, Ban a Judgey 
Nipbal anoverthroWer,or ConquerOur: riootherwife appliabletohim, bnethae 
his Luxury was the overthrow of both Soveraigmy and Judgement. So is money 
mighty and well prepared, but it is ttLblindthe eyes of- die wife, and to pervert the 
matters of the righteous,??**. 16. io? ^ho becaufe Hot fo well underlaidas his ad- 
verfary * lies long lahguifliihgrnany times at Hopes hoffital i as that iarrt£ man dra at 
the poot of Bethefda, but might n6t be fped, becaufe (for wanr, belike, of ftlr- 
rinc Angels') be could get none to pul him into the Pool immcdiatly after the An- 
oet had ftirred it. That v^as a fad complaint made by the Prophet Habakfuf, chap. 

1 .4. Behold thi UK is fielded, and Judgement doth never go forth : for the wicked 
doth circumvent the righteous, viz, by his bribery and bafeneffe, therefore Krong 
Judgement proceeded. A Judge is'to retain the decency and gravity of thte Law; 
yea of the Lawmaker, with y^hoth their is none iniquity, nor rcfpect or perlons, 

, nor taking of gifts, 2 Chron. j 7. N?c prece, ,»ec prfc^ ftiouldhethe Mag^rate* 

Motto: he (hpuld be above all price or file. . , r , ' * 

and the poor fora pair of{hooey fj For a’ cup of nfme, J \<>e* 3.3. for handfmls 01 
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barley, or peeces of bread. Exe k> 13,19. for a thing of nothing, lo bafe they were 
grown at length; a very fmall deal of gain would win them over. See chap.S.C,. At 
fir ft, a little matter would not hire them: it muft bee filve'r, and a considerable 
fumme too; as an harloti that J requires at firft no fmall reward: but, afterwards 
proftituteth her felf light-cheap to all commers^ Sinne feemeth modeft and maiden¬ 
ly at firft: butmeddle not, for it fooneth woadeth an impudency in mens foreheads, 
and debaucheth them; 

Verf. 7. That-f ant after the dujt of the earth on the head of the poor : 3 Covetouf- 
nefle is craving, and cruel : it rides without reins, as Balaam did after the wages' 
of wickednefle; and cares not whofeheadit rides over, to compaffc commodity. 
Yea it panteth after the daft of the earthy on the head of the poor, asdefirous not 
onely to lay them in the dull, but to lay them a-bleeding, and a-dying there. They 
gape over the head ( or life ) of the poor, in the duff of the earth (lo fome read 
the words) as deviling todeftroy them, A poor mans lively hood is his life. Mar. 
12. alt. Zjw^ 8.43. for a poor man in his houfe is like a {hail in a {hell; crulhthit 5 , 
and you kill him. Thefc cormorants earncftly defired, and indeavoured to bring duft 
upon poor mens heads (the garb of thofe that were in beavineffe, lob 2. 12. Excck 
27.30. Lam.2. to. ) by their oppreflions andin/uftice; yea to bring them downto 
the dull of death, to let them as farre under ground, as now they were above. Lo 
this they do as greedily, and as greatly delire, as ferpenrs and other hoc creatures 
covet the frelh air, to cool their fcorched entrails. See ler- 14.6, Jt/^ 5-5. and 7.2,' 

It is faid of Saul the perlecutour,tbat he breathed out tbreatnings againJl the Church 
A£ls 9. 1. asa tired Wolf, that wearied with worrying the flock, licth panting 
for breath. So Bonner whipt the poor Martyrs, till he was brearhlefle. S ine Inter- > 
preters note out of J ofeph Ben Gorton , tbat-therc was an old tuftorn, that thofe that 
Were accufed before the Judges, Ihould be arrayed in black, and have their heads 
covered with duft. And hence they conceive the fence to be this. Th*t pant, i.e. i 
that eamelUy defire that fuch poor men may be accufed by the rkh, of whom they 
may receive gifts to per vert jul(;ement. And this they thiqk to be confirmed by the 
following words. 

they turn afide ( or pervert) the way of the meekt, 3 that is, the caufe, bufinefle, 
jndgement of the modeft, and felf-denying poor, the fub/eift of rich mens-injuries; 

( for moft part ) and unreafonable oppreflions, J am. t. 6 . A crow will ftand upon 1 
a fheeps back, pulling off wool from her fide: (he du. ft not do lo to a wolf, ora 
njaftiffe. Even reafonleffe creatures know whom they may bee bold with .♦ fo dd 
Wicked oppreffours. The meek by'pocketring up one wrong, invite another. 7r' 
have condemned and killed the juft : and he doth not rtfifi you, ]am. 5. 6. Ye dot one¬ 
ly rob, but ravilh the poor, chat are fain into your nets, Pfal. 10,9. ye do eye} 
whatfoever you pleafe to them, astOne Martyr faid of John Baptifi , chat he was pat * 
Afhand Mon. to death, as if God had been nothing aware of him* 

and a man and hit father will go in. See. J by an horrible (if not inceftuous) fil- 
thinefle ; (uch as Heithens by the light of nature condemned and execrated, 1 Cor. 

5. i. The Indians abhor it; {hewing themfelves in refpeft of the inceftuous Spani¬ 
ards amongft them, as the Scythians in refpeft of the Grecians , whom they fo far 
excelled in life, as they were Abort of them in learning. Am la dog, laid Abner to 
IJbboJheth, 2 Sam. 3. that is, fo impudently and excelfively luftfullas a dog is, fo 
fealded in his own greafe,/?om. 1.27. Some libidinous fenfualifts put offall manhood, 
become dogs, worfe then dogs: following their harlots, lifted in Scripture, faltl 
bitches, Deut. 23.18. fuch as having abandoned both the fear of God, and fhame 
of the world, care not whom they admit, father, fon,any one, every one. 

tb profane mj holy name. 3 As if I were Authour, or Fautour of fuch cruelties 
and villanies. This is to take Gods name in vain,Pr«'P.3<>.9;yea this is to bJafphetiie, 

1 tm. 1. ao. by breaking down the banks of blalphemy, arid caufing the enemies of 
the truth to fpeak evil with open mouth, as they did m Davids day es a Sam. 12.14. 
And in Panls dayes, Rom. 2.74. And in Origens dayes, Nunc male audittnt caftigaru 
turque vulgo Chrijtiani; quod vitia fub obtentu nominis Dei celent. See. faith He; 
Chriftians and their religion heareth ill amoog Heathens, byreaionbf their im¬ 
pious and impure lives, and their converfittion not becoming the G’ofpcl bf Chrift, 
Philip. i < 27. Of fuch carnall Golpellers it may be truly laid, as Diogenes (2 id to 
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Chap.}. the Trophecie ofAmas. 2.31 

t Antipater ( who being vitious wore a white doke, the enfigne-cf innocency) that 
they do virtutii firagulam pudefacere put honefty to anoptn lhame, bring contempt 

upon God and his way cs &c. 

Verfe 8. And they lay themfelves down upon clothesj i. e. table-carpets, or bed- 
coverlets layd under thofe that fit at meat: whether on thegronnd, with their 
legs gathered under them (as the Turkifh Bafhawes do .to this day, andthe Trojans j- ur t 
of old -jlratoque fuper difeumbitur oftro ) or at beds or tables, leaning on the left. fit. 231. ’ 
elbow Efth. 1 . 6. and 7,8 . Ioh. 1 3.28. Et cubito remaneteprcjfo. Vug. Enead. 

laid topledgej Thele Ihould have been reftoredand not detayned beyond the Car 

time preferibed Deut. 24.12,13. Exod. 22. 26,27. odUi'.Vid?' 

by every altar J It was their falhion to fcaft in their Idol-temple3 r. Cor. 8. 10. Lanbjn.adloc 
and 10. 21. See Herat. Oda. 37. lib. 1. And this in imitation, belike of Gods <frLipfjib.i. 
people, who were commanded to feaft before the Lord, in the place that he Ihould Antiq - !eihon ' 
chafe to place his name in. See Deut. 14.53. 26. 1 Sam. 1.3, 4. &c. And here 
Panels verbis multiplex feelut arguitjalith Gualther, in few words he accufeth then* 
ot much wickcdneffe. 

and they drinkjhe wine of the condemned in the houfe of their GocTJ A God they 
have of their own deviling, awodden God, and fuch as if he had but a paire of 
homes clapt on his head, might make an excellent devill, ( as the Major of Dan- 
caltertold the wife men of Cockram In Q^_ Maries dayes, that came to complaine 
of the Carver for making them, an ugly Crucifix) Next they drink. w * f1e *• the houfe AH. and Mori. 
of their God, befides their drink-offerings ( which Davids foule hated Pfal. 16. 

4. ) they had their drunken coropotations in their Idoll-temples, as flow they 
fay in the Ifle of Sardinia after maffe done, they fall to drinking and dancing in the 0e(, & 
middeft of die Church: finging in the mean time fongs too immodeft for an Ale- 
houfe* Laftly, 

they drink the wine of the condemned J or of liich as they have fined or molded, 
for not tomming atong with them to the Idol-temples. Diodate rendreth if, the 
Vtine of the amercements, that is bought with fiicbmony as they have nnjuftly amer¬ 
ced and condemned the innocent in. There are that here underftood that wine 
that was wont to be given to malefadors led to execution Vrov. 31. 6 . to cheer 
them up : but thefe wretches drank it off from them. The former fenfe is the 
better. 

Verfe 9, Tetdefiroyed I the Amorite before themj It is not ufuall with God to 
hit men in the teeth with what he hath done for them font. i. 5. unleffc in cafe 
oFunthankfnlnelfc, as here. Then indeed people fhall hear of what they have had ; 
and be taught tbc worth of good turns hy the want of them. Good turns aggra¬ 
vate unkindnefles: and our offences are not a little increaled by our obligations. 

Hence this approbation; and it is as if God Ihouldfay: This people hath not only 
done the cvills afore-mentioned; but alfo after the receipt of mercies without mea- 
fure and many miraculous deliverances j as if I had even hired them to be wicked: 
and as if that were to pals for truth w hich the fnake in the fable laid to the country 
man, that had Ihewedit kindnefe, Summum premium pro fummo benefeio efi Ini, speed 622. 
gratitudo. In the yeere 1245. the Pope was denied entrance into England: it exParifien, 
t being faid that the Pope was bat like a ntotffe in a ftchell, or a fnake in bnes bor 
fome, who did but ill repay, their hoftefs for their lodging. God had done excee¬ 
ding much for this perverfe people: and this they now heard of with ftomack 
enough, as well they deferved. Ac Athens, if afervaut proved ungratefull, for 
1 his manumiffion, his mafter had an aftion , A's-o 5 u.<na againft him: and might re- VB-MOx. 
cover him again into bondage. Lycurgus the Lacedemonian. laW-giVer would ®* ** c ^’ 
not make a law againft Ingratitude; as holding it monftrous not to requite a 
kindnefs, not to acknowledge a good turn. The old Romanes decreed that fuch 
as were found guilty of this fault, Ihould be caft.-alive to the Cormorant, to be 
pulled in peeces and devoured. Our Saviour fitly yokes together the eviU s and the 
unthankfull Luk 6: 3 5. and God here {umm$ up all this peoples fins in this €kic, as 
the Epitome ofall the reft. . . ' * • 

yet I deftroyed the Amorite J when once hh iniquity was full Gen. ,if. when he" 
had filled the land from corner to earner with his uncleannejfe Ezxh. 9. 11, then lent 
I my hornets before them, which drove them out before .them. But not with 

V a their 
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their ftvord nor with their bow. Icjh. 24. 12. See this thankfully acknow¬ 
ledged by this Church, after (he had payed for her learning, P/*/. 44, 2 , ' 
with 10. . 

Vehojfe height Vtas like the height of the Cedars err.] For flature and ftrength thev 
feemed infuperable, Num. 13.28. &c. But God foon topt them and tamed them 
he took them a link lower, and made them know themfelves to bee but men. p y a f 
9 i 20. or if trees, cedars, oakes (as Plato faith of man, that he is but arbor in. 
verfa ) yet, 

I defiroyed bis fruit from above, and his root from beneath Q X left him little enough 
to be pi oud of: lefle then Nebuchadnezzar, who had a ftump left, and was refers 
ved for royall State againe Dan. 4. 15. God cut off thefe Amorites, that is, all the 
feven nations, head and tayle, root and branch, old and young together Dent. 7. 
2. lojb. 6. 21. ( Behold thefeverity of God,) as if he had forgotten that forepart of 
his back-pans Jehovah, Jehovah, gracious , mercifull &c, and* had taken up that 
Emperours Motto, Fiatjuftitia, pereat mundtu, Let Jufticc be done,though nevei lb 
many be undone. 

Verfe 10. Alfo I brought you up from the land of Egypry which lies lower then 
]udaa : as doth alfo myfticall Egypt then lerufaltm, which is above, which is the 
mother of us all. To what great preferments and priviledges Gods people are 
now brought up by Chrift, See Hcb 4 12. 22, 2?, 24. and cry out with that noble 
/ Athenian^ ow'us ot a from hoV? great miferies to what great mercies are roe ad- 
AH. 26. 18. ? Even from darknefie to light, from the pofter of Satan to God -. that * t 

way receive forgiveneffe of fins and inheritance among the Saints &c. And /hall we 
then againe break Gods commandcments ? Ezra, 9. 14. Or fay,FTe are dtlive 
red todo all thefe abominations I tr. 7. 10. Would notthe heaven fweat over us, and 
the earth cleave under us, yea hell gape for us upon fuch an entertainement of di¬ 
vine bounty. 

and led you forty yeares through the flr ildernefie ] led you all along in my hand as 
an horje in the wilder nefie, that y ejbould notftumble \fay. 63.13. Led you, and fed 
you, dayly and daintily, fending you in Angels food, and then fetting the flint 
abroach that you might not pine and perilhin that vaft howling wildernefle Dent. 
'Erjewopo- 32. io. Befides that, I there bore with your evill manners. Aft. 13. 18. as a mo- 
timr. thcr beares with her childs frowardnefs, or as an husband beares with his wives 
< croffencflc, which he knowes he muft either toller e, or talc rare, cure or cover. 

to pofie fie the land of *he Atntrite'J to fit you for fuch a mercy, to humble you/ 
to prove you, and to do you good at the latter end, Dcut . 8. 16. God knowes 
the height of our fpirirs, and the naughtinetfe of our natures &c. how ill able 
mens brairies are to beare a cup of profperity : and how foon their hearts are lifted 
up with th eir eftates, as a boat that rifeth with the rifiog of the water. God there- 
Hof 2 1 a forc ufua,, y brings his people into the ^ildernefie , and there fbeaketh to their hearts : 

* * 4 ‘ he holds them firft to hard meate, aod then puts them into hill poffcffion. 

Vtrfe 11. And I raifed up your fens for Prophets ] The Miniftery is worthily 
inftanced, as a Angular mercy Pfal. 147. 19, 20. Other nations had their Pro- : 
phets fuch as they were Tit. 1. 12. Tragedians and Comedians were laid it«N<k- 
X vv co labour in teach ing the people, and were highly efleemed of the Athe¬ 

nians : iniomuch as that after their difeomfit in Sicily, they were relieved out of 
Rous bis ^r-,the publike flock, who could repeate fomewhat of Euripides. But what were 
Qtejw-m. £ befe to Ifraels Prophets, thofeholy men of God who fpake as they were moved, 
2 Fee. j. 2i. a fted, and as it were carried out of themfelves by the holy Ghofl, to lay and to 
do what Gcd would have them ? yea thofe holy children, fuch as Samuel and fr- 
remy (for of them efpecially the Rabbines underftand this text) who devoted them- 
fel ves to the work betimes, being more forwardly then either Athanafius the boy- 
i bilhop, or Cornelius Mus, who (if we may beleeve Sixtus Senenfis ) was a Preach¬ 
er at twelveyeare old; and fuch one an as with whome all Italy was in admiration. 

_ and of your young men for Nazarites] TheChalde hath it Doilours or Teachers ; 
it being the office of thefe holy Votaries, to teach the people. Heathens alfo had 
a kind of Nazarites, as Lucian fetterh forth in his Ded Syria ( Habent & veftxt fa- 
Turkt bift. v°s, fimU imitantur homines ) and the Turks at this day have their Dermifiars , and 
fol. 473. their / mailers , whom they call the religious brothers of love: Epicurus huhoggs 

they 
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tTw might better tcarmc them, faith the H:ftorian. The Papifts would prove 
ihcir Mcukes to be Chriftian Nazaritcsi but the abolishing of -hat: order is dccla- 
red Ail. zx. 25. and Monks are fofarr from the abitinencc of the Nazantes , 5 

that they*cat of the beft, and drink of the fwcctcfl that Sca and Land can afford. So 
fan alfo from the lingular fanftimony of the IS Uzarites, whereof Ice Lam. 4. 7. that 
the Poet fung truly of them, 


Non atidet Stygists Pluto tent are quod a tide t 
Ejfranis Monachns .—:——■ 


They may better profelTe themfelves fuccclfors to the Scribes & Pharifees; whomay 
feem ( faith One) to havelfled and hid themfelves in the Monks and friers. Now the Vita faultimo- 
1 Pharifees pretended to fuccecd the ancient Nazarites, as their very name imports.but 
they were (as like wife the Popifh Monks) a generation never inftituted by God nor 
broughtin by the Prophets, but only a humane invention, and through their own a “ ci> ‘ 1K " 
boldncflc : whence Chemnititis upon the tenth of Iohn takes theeves there to be the 
pharifees. An Interpreter here iheweth, liow God hath now made all his people 
N azaritesi. e. feparated and fanftified unto himfelf by making them paterns of pie- Eph 5 l8 
tj-,as the Rcchabites,ho!y,harmele(re,undefiled of dead works,and evill works,frcm 1 Their 5. si, 
whom they arc bid to Hand off, 1 Tim. 6. 5. as alio not to be drunk with wine where- Jude 23. 
in is exec fie, but to be filled with the Spirit : abllaining from all appearance of evill, 
hating the garment fpotted with the flelh See. See the Notes on N umb. 6< 

Jsit not even thus, O ye children of Jfracl ? J If it be not teftified againftme, as 
Mic6. 3. and if ye cannot, thenread the fcntencc againft: your felvesj as Judas wat.27.z1 
did, that ye may appear to be fubverted and felf-condemned Tit. 3. 11. God lo- 
1 veth to fetch witnclfe from mens own conferences for the jollifying his procee¬ 
dings: *and to convince them clcerly, that he is no way wanting to them, but 
they to themfelves. A cunning carver can cut the fimilitude of any creature, but 
not on a rotten flick. What could God do more to bis Vineyard then he had 
done( Ef 5. How oft would I have gathered thy children, as an hen her chick¬ 
ens &c. Mat. 23. 27. How long fhall thy vain thoughts lodge within thee ? ler. 

4.14. God is fo farr from being guilty of Ifraels mifery as that ( befides other unde¬ 
niable arguments of his love, as bringing them out of Egypt 1 , deftroy ing th e Amo- 
rite &c. ) he had raifed them up Prophets and Na7ariccs, given them his word. 

Sacraments, all good helps to mollify their hearts ; and then appealeth to their 
confidences by this Rhctoricall interrogation. Is/> not even thus ? lo to wring from 
them a confeflion of the truth, in fpite of their teeth. 

Verfe ii. But ye gave the Nazarites wine to drinfi'j Opponit jam Prophet a prjfi- 
mamgratiam &c. faith G»alther. Here was the ill rcquitall they made the Lord 
for all his benefits; they corrupted his young ( as Buzzards fnatchup 

yong lapwings') and filcnccd his Prophets , or enjoyned them at lcaft to meddle with 
toothldfie truths only, to preach placentia : threatening them if they did other wife 
( for fo the Original importeth) that fo they might fin without controule, and go 
to hell without hinderance. This God heavily here complaines of, as an horri¬ 
ble Ingratitude. To render good for evill is divine, good for good is humane: evill 
for evill is brutifh, but evill for good is divclifh, 

Verfe 13. Behold 1 am prefied under you &c.~\ A countrey comparifon ( fuch as 
this Prophet is full of) plaine but pithy; to fhew how God is preffed and oppreft- 
cd with peoples fins, wearied as it were Efay. 43. 24. and his patience even worn 
out; fo that he can forbeare them no longer, Jfiy. 42. 14. butlikea travelling 
woman, that bites in her painc, as long as fhe is able, at length cryes out; fo here, 

God hath much adoe to forbeare killing men in their fins : as he was ready to have 
a blow at Mofes, when he met him in the Inne, and could hardly hold his hands; 
he even grones under the preflurcas a cart feemes to do under an extraordinary 
loade laid on it, till it creake and crack againe: He feemes, co fereeke outtofin- 
ners as ?er. 44. 4. Oh doe not this abominable thing ? And ( when he cannot be 
heard ) to figh out. Ah fin full nation, a people laden with’iniquity Sic. Efay. 1.4. 
as Fafciculus temporumzAuno. 884. bitterly bewailing the iniquities of thofe times 
cries out. He ft, heu , Domine Detis ore. That ninth age is much complained of by 

V 3 many 
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many Waters. God hath as much, nay more caulc to complaine of ours, confide- 
ring his paines with us and patience towards us, to fo little purpofe and profit. 
See the Note on Mai. i.i .many Interpreters make thefe words not a complaint,buta 
communication ; rendring it thus, I Will prefix or ftraighten your place as a cart 
full of Jbcaves preffeth, fc. either the ground whereon it goeth, or the corn which it 
threfheth out of the husk E/a.zS. 27, 28. or as the creature that, lieth under the 
wheeles of it is crufht in pieces. It was a memorable faying of Mr. Bradford Mar¬ 
tyr, He that will not tremble in threatening Jhatt be cruft t in pecces in feeling. v 
Thefe perverfe Ifraelites woukhnot be warned by any threatening, therefore they 
were preffed to fomc purpofe in that fore famine, and ftraight liege of Samaria. 
Satnariatie. Obfidionc vos prem.im faith the Chalde here, Iwillfo beleaguer your city, that 
* there (hall be noefcaping. I.ook how a laden cart onuftum flbi , fo laden that ano¬ 
ther fheafean hardly be laid on, fo flicks in ftraight places, that it can neither go 
forward nor backward : To will t bring you into thofe diftreffes, that you fhallnot 
know how to avoid or abide them. ( Confer Pfal. 4. 2. Prov. 4. 12.2 Cor. 4. 8.} 
vou Iwilidiftreffemy diftreffers: and prefle with furli piercing afflictions, as fit all make 

you figh and fcreech out another while. Oh it it an evil thing and a bun r to forfeit 
the Lord &c. Jer. 2. 19. Oh he is worfethen mad, that would buy the fweeteft fip, 
at fo deare a rate. 


Verfe 14. Therefore the flight Jball perijb from the fwift ] men arc apt to bldfe 
thcmfelves when God curfeth Deut.^nj. 19. and co bind upon impurity in a com¬ 
mon calamity; to make faire weather when fucli a tempeft is up, as liiall never be 
blown over. Or, if worfe come, then, as all creatures run to their refuges Prov. 30. 
25. Pftl. 104.18. Prov. 18. 11. Dan. 4. 14. u. fttdg. 9.50, 51. (thchun- 
ted hare runns to the forme, to the bufhesthat fhe formerly haunted, but now 
thofe cannot fave her ) fo men in mifery bethink themfelves of and betake them- 
felves to creature-comforts, and refuges, cither naturall or artificial! as here, but 
thefe all ferve them as Abjolom's mule did her mafter, hanging betwixt heaven and 
earth, but rejefted of both. Let a man be as fwift as Afahtl, God can eaf-y 
Life of Edw. overtake him ; his fin will find him out, and he fhail but in running from his de-rh 
6 . by St. lob. run to it: as the Hiftorian fpeaketh of thofe Scots defeated by the Engiiii; ac 
Heyw. Mtifcleburough fled, that they fo {trained themfelves in running for their lives, chat., 

they fell down breathlclfe and dead. Surely as the coney that flies to the hole? in 
the rocks doth eafily avoyd the dogs that perfue her : when the hare that rn.lts in 
the fwifeneffe of her legs is at length overtaken and torne in peeces: So thole dint 
truft in God fliall be lecured : whereas thofe that confide in themfelves or the 
creature, fliall be furprized, and come co an ill end. David ran to God in diftreife 
and was releeved. Saul goes to the witch, and from thence to the iwords-poinc, 

Jud.ts to the Pharifees, and thence to the halter. 

the ftrong (hall not ftrengthen his force"} but be made weake as water. None of 
the men of might have found their hands Pfal. 7 6 . 5. their hands are pi/fid, their 
ft news crackt and cripled. J t is God that both ftrengtheneth and weakneth the armes 
in the day of battle Ez.ek. 30. 24. 

Verfe 15. Neither ftall he ftand that handleth the bo\V} / Ircitenens , though he 
can doit never fo dexteroufly : yet if he truft in his bow Pfal. 44 6. God will 
ffmdtt. Aug. break it ler. 49 35. or otherwife render it unufefull: as it befell the army of Sc~ 

5 "ad il ’ nacherib in Egypt, of Maximus aga\n(tTbeodoftus, and the French in the battle 
between our Edward the third, and their king Philip : who being enraged with 
Daniels bifl. a defeat, refolded prefently to revenge it: being elevated with an affured hope 

2 S 7 . of triumphant victory. Lut it fell out otherwife : for there fell at the inftant of 

the battle a piercing (hoivre of raine which diflolved their firings, and made their 
bowes unufefull &c. 


neither (ballhe that rideth the horfe } though it be as good an one, as Cain is Tal¬ 
lied by Djibcrtae to have mannaged, or as Alcxdnders Bucephalus, or Julius C&- 
ftrs great horfe, ferviceable, and full of terrour. A horfe is fo fwift, that lob 
umtf tt) ret- faith he eateth up the ground : and the Perfians dedicated him to their God the 
ytsov TtJ Tel- Sun, as the fwifreft creature to the fwifteft power-divine. But as the fun in heaven 
yjTd'su Hi- can neither be out-run, nor ftopt in his race: fo neither by men nor meancscan 
ur Panfan. God be fruftrated, or his anger avoyded. The Canaanites had both herfes and 

charters. 
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c!i arrets, the Ifraelites had neither: and yet they found an horfe a value thiim lor " 

viftory &c. Pfal. 33. 17. and 147. 10. 0 

Verfe 16. And he that is couragiousj Heb. ftrong of his heart , a Cuctirdelion as 
r one of our kings was called, E gregie cordatks homo, onfbf a Roman refolution to 
vanquifh, < 3 r die : they were wont to fay of cowards in Rome, that there was no¬ 
thing llomanc in them. But let a man be as bold as Brutus, whom One pronounced 
Rom.inorttm ttltimm , the laft of the Romanes, as if after, Rome had brought* 
forth no contagious man and worthy of her felf. Let him be c our agio us among the 
mighty , fuchas were thofe Lion-like chiefcaines among Davids worthies. Scan- 
derbeg , Zifca, Huniades , who was in that unhappy battle at Varna ( by a juft 
hand of God upon him for joyning with that perjured Popifh king Ladifl.r.us ) 
beaten out of the field, J J 

and forced to flee away naked in that day} efcaped narrowly with his life : as he 
did alio another time, when afeer a flaughcer of 34000. Turks, he was compelled 
to iavchimlclf by flight: and all alone by uncouth wayes to travell three dayes 
and nights, without meat or drink: and afterwards being on foot and difarmed 
( which is here meant by naked : confer Efay. 20. 3. Mich. 1. 8.1 Sam. 19.14. 
he fdJ into the hands of two notable theeves, who defpoiled him of his apparrel Turh W- 
&c. Inid on the nexc day he light upon a (hephard of whom he for Gods fake craved V,°l , 
fomcching to car, and obtained bread and water and a few onions, as the Turkifh jimkdV/ 
htftory hath it. 98. 


CHAP. HI. 

Verfe l.JJEr.ro this word that the Lord bath ftokm Or.] Here beginneth the fc 
A Acond fermon tending to confirme what had been affirmed in the for¬ 
mer, and evincing the equity of the judgements there threatened for their hate- 
vci-y Heathens^ *“ d homble offences . condemned and cryed out upon by the 

. ™>gycrb«m hoc iecmcrmm this notable word; there are three articles hui 

in. the Onginall: and there is not the lead tittle in the test upon which there han ^ JjS 
gethnotainountaineoffen^ fay theRabbies; this rcclfcrfi. th.t ,h Lord JoMatSil 

/«^^G"G AndfliaIlhen ocdoit? who ever waxed fierce againft God, and Drof- ^Tsuesct? 

pered ? lob. 9.4. v 0«/?. 

againft yon O children of Tfrael} By his word, Chrift many times fecretly {mites 
the earth Ef. 11. 4. that is, che confciences ofcarnall men glued to the earth: 

He lets a continual! edge upon the word, and confumes them by his rebukes till 
he have weaned them with his fecrct buffets and cerrours: and then in die end cafts 
them into a reprobate lenfe, as he did the Pharifees, who were totiespmUi cr rr- 
ptfncti , mimme tamers ad rcfipifccntiamcompuncti. 

the M The Dodccapbjlor, all the twelve tribes, the whole W*. . 

Irouleof W which arc called by the name of Jfrael, and are come forth out of aVaZ/ 
the watcis of Judau \ Ifuj. 48. 1. God Hands not upon multitudes Vfal.o. 17. nor 
matters, whether it be againft a nation that lie fpeaketh and afteth, or again(l a 
man only, lob 34. 29. * J 

which I brought up from the land of Egypt"] This they oftheare ofby wavofex- 
probacion, as amp*. 2. to. God feeming to repent him for their deteftahlcun- 
thankhilncfie, as David <J\<J Oi the kindneffc he had (hewed unworthy Nabal in 
larcgarding his lubftance i Sam. 25. and to complaine as F'rcdcrick the third Em- 
perour ot Germany did, thatofthofe courtiers whom he had advanced, he found 
fcarccanytlmt proved faitbfcll to him, but the worfe for his courtefy : orasQ. C4 "^ c "' 
Ehjabcih , that in truft Jbe bad found treafon. ' ^ Ctfmd. Elf. 

ferje z. ft ° H only ha ve / know-,} That is, owned and honoured, culled and 
i f - n n and actc P ccd co bc *ny People, when I had all the world afore me co 
c mie in cut. 10. 14, 15. and nothing to move me thereto but mine own meer 
grace, even the good picture of my Mil. * hSnk: 

therefore / will pun yn K joy allyo U r iniquities’} Not parting by the leaft without 
a enfible check: the lea It, - jay, that is allowed and wallowed in: and that becaufe 

of 
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of the difloyalcy and treachery that is therein. Other mens finnes are rebellions 
againftGod: but the faints fins'arc treacheries, bccaufe againft: the covenant. I. C c 
rtVtfry? fuch therefore look to themfelves, and walk accurately , or they fliall be lure to rue 

fcphcf. $.1 5. it- God will be fure to plow his own ground, whatsoever becomes of the wail: 

and to weed his own garden, though the reft: of the world fliould bee let alone to" 
grow wild. His own he will not fail to punifii. i. In cafe of fcandail, as David 
2. tor fins unrepented of, chough not fcandalous. 'Oh the bloody wails that 
God hath left upon the backs of his own dear children for fuch fins! Uaftards may 
fcape fcot-free: but lonnes fliall pay for it. Ingcntiu bemficio ,, jle.gitia, Jupplicia 
Magdcb. The punifhing Angel is bidden begin at Gods Sanftuary, Ezek_. 9. He will be fan- 

prxf.it. ail dified in all that draw necr unto him, Levit.10. 3. Santfrfied i fay, either actively 

cm. $. or pajflvely : cither in the lincerity of mens converfation, or in the fcvericy of their 

vifitation : at which time, his Articles of enquiry will be very ftridand critical! 
againft his own profefied people, who are therefore worie then others, ( andfhall 
therefore fpeed worfc j bccaufe they oughc to be better. 

Verfc 3. Can two jvalk^ together , except they be agreed ? 2 God permits his peo¬ 
ple to walk together with him in an humble familiarity : but then they mult cake 
care that familiarity breed not contempt: and chat they conceit not that hce will 
connive at their iniquities, or that their holy ferviccs will bear them out if any 
known finne. He is juft: and jealous of his glory, wherein he fliould be no fmall 
lofcr, if he did wink at any befides involuntary failings, and unavoydablc infirmi¬ 
ties ; for which there is a pardon of courfe, if fued out. Jr I find I walk with you, 
faith God, as a father, friend, husband, you mull: agree with me, confent, and con¬ 
form to me, idem velle , cr idem nolle, will and r.ill the fame that 1 do : or die 1 fliall 
walk with you no otherwife then as a fevcrc judge, or cruel enemy, Fecit. 26.24. 
as a lion, with the prey that he hath taken, as the fowler with the bird hce hath 
caught, or the hunter with the wild bcaft he hath gotten into his fame. 

Verfc 4. Will a lim roar in the forreff when, dec. J it is faid of the Lion that 
J’tijr. lib. c!e he fees up a double roar: fir ft, when he deferieth his prey, next when he feizeth it, 
vmfi.antma. Then, faith Plutarch , heroareth, or rather belloweth like a bull, that other bcafts 
may come to him, and take part with him. It is not for nothing that the lionut- 
tereth his voice : much lefle that Almighty God thundered), and threatneth by his 
Prophets, your fins without repentance will be your mine, according to thole threat- 
nings: though you are fo fturdy,or at leaft fo ftupid,as to fear them no more,then Be- 
]cb 40. hemoth doth the iron weapons,which are efteemed by him as firawcs,or bull-rallies. 

Shall the wrath of a King be as the roaring of a lion, Prov. 19.12. and as the meflen- 
gers of death, Prov. 16. 14. and (hall Gods menaces be flighted ? will vile men 
imagine him a God of clouts? One that howfoever he fpeaketh hcavie words, will 
not do as he faith ? intends them no otherwife, then in terror cm, for fray-bugs ? 
Surely they will finde it far otherwife : and it muft be concluded, that being alrea¬ 
dy fentence.d, either their beds are very foft, or their hearts very hard, that can llecp' 
fecurely in fo deplorable a condition : Surely Gods predictions fliall have their ac- 
* complifhmenE, 1 Sam. 3.19. & 15.29. Itelcevc them therefore : Stand in aire and 
Jin not , fith he that defltifeth the Word, fliall be dcjhoyed but hce that fcareth thecom- 
mandementjiall be rewarded , Prov. 13.13. Sec the Note there. 

Will a youg lion cry out of his den ? j cj ♦ d. Is it for nothing that Cod fo terribly 
threatneth? Js there not acattfe ? as David faid in another cafe, 1 Sant. 17. 29. 
Surely, as in the Revelation we never read that heaven opened, but fomc great mat¬ 
ter followed : fo here j Hath the Lord fpoken it,and fliall he not do it ? Never think 
V 1 ’.Oh think of God as of one not to be thought of: as One, whole wifdom is his 
juftice, whofe j’ufticc is his power, whofe power is his Truth, and all himfelf. He is 
the God of flmen, pfal. 31.6. faithfull, and true : he can as foon die as lie : neither 
can he be hindered or refilled, as Angels, men, and devils may. In the creature 
there is an effence, and a faculty- whereby they work: as in fire is the fubftance 
and the quality of heat. Now between thefe, God can feparate, and fo hinder their 
working • asm the Babylonilb fire. Jn the Angels there is an cftl*nce,and an execu¬ 
tive power: God comes between thefe oft, and hinders them from doing what they 
would. Not fo in God j who is moftfimplc, and entire, armed with power irre- 
fifhble to tame his rebels: Every morning doth he bring his judgement to light, he 

faileth 


Chap .j* 
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Knw * h no 2ep •* " - 

Vtrfe 5. Cana bird fall in ajnare upon the earth , &c ? Think von *W „n .l- 
arc carried here by blind fortune, and not by a particular providence, as tf ch,n S 3 

. n , . ““ mundo nullus inejfet , 

RcUor, & tnderte fiuerent mortalia cafu ? 

Will you-fay ofthe evils you have fullered, in the language of Alhdod- It«* , 

chance ? Is that Heathen-Ido Fortune ant thi»* in ~ ? /t 4 1 Sam.6.9. 

tsasta.wats'iSBSS 

cba„«,u zzsitea: 

23. {Z ‘"" ndin *■•*'*".•■*»**«** a* 

medorSyou aV “ £er ’ iehaVehiS d ' fi S nC: «“> he hath either refer- 

ingin it felf fromfome imminent evilf God is the n“ wrobta°^^ 
is called Fear in the ahftraA pr,i . ; p ,°P? r object of it, whence hee 

fliould bee received with reverence‘yea JithTl™ 0n hiserrand 
caU and had over-fpread the land, chap . 6. a, 3. 

t £Ztr J hC Pr ° ph r tS t0 ^ e ? ouoce thofe cv ils. but that they had done it of 

“anditoftheevilof pnnilhment. SeeZa*. 

but rffar Gocf ft Luck , and Fortun ^ J at doth tolTe and tumble things here below! 
deed h.M r f at thc ftern ? and ftccrs the affai « of the world. The Gentiles in- 
Bal| d, asif t fewhnl 35 a § oddcffe: reprefenting her by a Woman fitting upon * 
f h r c<n T^ having with her a raforfasif 

the ftern of a Ihfn as if (he rnnl^r^^ T 0 * ha S?"?* ffe J bcar,n g 10 fa er right hancf 
left hand the hnfn f 1 u , cou d turn about ab . things at her pleafurc, and in her 

abomiMbleidoiM^^oh^A^^^k^?^^ P ie ^ came ^ TWwas r 

Fortune >. is to be Sr ^ by ^briftians: yea the very n^me of Lucent 

jiuflht that evrr tb l C,r moutbes w ith utmoft deteftation.- It repented 

Aujhn that ever he had ufed _that wicked word. Fortune V, P Mg,R t tnX, 

Vcrfej 



<*An Expofetion on 


Chap.: 


Verfe 7. Surely the Lord God frill do nothing, ] i. e. Hardly any thing. He lo- 
veth to forefignifie, to warn before he wound: and this meerly out of his Phi/ Ma . 
thropie. Howbeit fometimes, and in fome cafes, he is more fudden and ftill i n his 
revenges : that he may thereby, Firft maintain his honour and glory, the eyes 
whereof are by fome finnes extraordinarily provoked, as AEls 12.23. And fecond- 
iy, to teach men not to continue in finne, no not for a moment: fith they may bee 
prefently cut off from all further time of repentance, acceptation, and grace for 
ever: This made Aufiin fay, that he would not be an Acheift, no not one half 
hour, to gain all the world. See Luke 17.32. and 12. 20. Pharaoh had warning 
of the firft and fecond plagues, not fo of. the third : and again, of the fourth and ^ 
^ fifth, butnotof thefixth : and yet again, of the feventh and eight, butnotofthe 
ninth. And when neither warning, nor no-warning would do good,then came that 
fvveeping plague; 

Tandem prototocos ultima flaga necat. 

But herevealeth bis fecret to his fervants the Prophets*} Gods Prophets then 
are his meniall fervants : not his underlings, or inferiour hinds, but of nobleft em¬ 
ployment about him. Every faithfbll Minifter isfervant to the king of heaven ( AH. 
27. 23. whofeIam,and whom I ferve : this the Devil denied not, Att. 1 6.16, 17.) 
yea his Steward. EmbafTadour, Herald ( as here) by whom he proclaims warre, but 
firft proffers pardon, and propofes conditions of peace. A praftife ufuall, not one- 
j ly among the people of God, by his appointment, Deut. 20.1 o. but alfo among the 
Heathens, as Hiftories lnforme us. The Romans had their Lex Facialis: by their 
' • Heralds they fent to fuch as had wronged them, Cadnceum & Haft am, as Enlignes 

of peace and warre, that within thirty dayes they might take their choice : within 
wtych time, if they did them not right, the Herald prefently denounced warre a- 
gainft them, cafting forth a dart in token thereof. Alexanders courfe was • when 
he fat down before a city, to fee up a torch : to fhew that if they would comem, and 
fubmit before that torch were burnt out, they fhould have hearing. Tamerlan 
j. 344 , hang'd out firft a white flag, then a reS, and laftly a black. And the Turks at 
this day, firft make to their enemies feme offer of peace,* how unreafonabJe fo- 
ever it matters not. Gods offers in this kinde-are all of grace, and for our good. 
If it were otherwife, what need be give warning? and why doth he not as Abfa- 
lom did j when, intending to raurther Amnon , hee fpake neither good nor evil to 
him ? Well might the Lord fay. Fury is not in me, O Jfrael, thou haft deftroyed thy 
felf. As I live, I deftre not the death of a /inner, &c. If he did, why might he not 
rufh fuddcnly upon fuch and confound them at once, as he did the reprobate An¬ 
gels, even in the very aft and firft moment of their finne ? Why comes he firft in 
a fofc ftill voyce, when he might juftly thundef-ftrike us ? and why fendethhec 
his Heralds to proclaime warre, but yet with articles of peace and reconciliation 
open in their hands ? Why was He but fix dayes in making the world, and yetfc->, 
ven dayes in unmaking and deftroying one city, Jericho .? Wasicnottoihew thac 
the Lord is mercifull and gracious, flow to anger, and of great kindneffe ? JLjld 
S* * this he hath commanded his Prophets to make known, that the goodneffc of God 
may lead men to repentance. As, if they turn his grace into wantonneffe, and per- 
- vert his patience to preemption, their commiflion is to declaim againft fuch pra- 
ftifes with all authority. Tit. 2. 15. and to proclaim hell-fire, in cafe men amend . 
not. Neceffity is laid upon them fo to do, and wo be to them if they preach not law 
as well as Gofpej; that when they return up their commiflion, they may report the 
matter, faying Behold tee have done as thou haft commanded us, E*r^. 9,11. True 
it is, that perveffe people queftion the Prophets , and quarrel! them for this plain¬ 
dealing: as Abab did Eliah for atroubler of Jfrael, and Amadab our Prophet A- 
mos, for a trumpetter of rebellion. But this is as great folly, as if fome fond peo¬ 
ple fhould acicufe the herald, or the trumpet as the caufe of their warre : or as, if 
fome ignorant pefant, when he ieeth his fowls bathing in his pond, fhould cry out 
of them, as the caufes of foul weather. 

Verf • 8. The lion hath roared, who Void hot fear ? the Lord God hath ft0ken, who 
can hut frophtfie?} Who that knoweth the terraur of the Lord, can dare to do 

other wife. 


Chap.3. the Prophetic of Amos . 

otherwife, when he commandfth it? Shall men fear fite, water, bedw;'lidns &c. 
and not the great and terrible God? If. he roar upon .his fervants, and fa y as to* 

Jeremy he once did. Thou therefore, gird up the loynes of thy miide and arifc 
and fpeak unto them all that I command thee j be not difmayed af tbeir faces, -left 
I confound thee before them: We muft roar agaioff mens finnes;andb'ee inftant J cr - 
though they roar againft us for fo doing, and threaten never fo' nmch;;. ; Micaiah 
will not budge for a Kings authority>hen/oncehe had feemthe lord in his Maieftie- 
nor Paul for an Angels, Gal. 1 . the reft of the. Apoftles for the Sanhedrims AHs a. 

19. & 5. 25,&c. When the Emperour threarned Bafil witfrimptffoffmentiVnifh- 
menc, death, he anfwered ; Let him threaten boyes with fuch fray-bugs: I am re- 
folved: neither menaces nor flatteries fhall filence me, or draw me to ietrav a good 
caufc or confcience. Ifldealnot plainly and faithfully with your, fouls, fzidBer- Bem.de tem* 
nard, Vobis erit damnofum , mihi periculofum. Timeo itaqste damnum vtftrttm. timeo f #rc *9S* 
damnationem meant ft tacuero. i.e. it will be ill for you, and worfe for mee The 
truth is, you would be betrayed, and I fhould be damned, if I fhould hold my peace 
, Let me be accounted proud, pragmatical!, anything, rather then found guilty, of iu Xh etsd 
finfiifl filence, when the Lord calleth me to fpeak, faith ^rr. Thefc wIre men Staple* * 
whofc hearts were fraught with the revercntiall fear of God ; and therefore found 
thcmfclves neeeflitated to bee faithful]: befides the love of Chrift conftraineth ‘ 
them, 2 Cor. 5 ■ 1 4- fo that they could do no leffe, they could not but fpeak, § rc . 

Act. 4 . 19 . 

Vcrfep. Pkbli/h in the palaces at Afhdod, &c. ]] that is, in the.courts of the Phr- 
mnn-princes, and of the Egyptian kings, who are here attefted and invited to 
judge betwixt God and hi j vineyard, to paffean impartiall fentenqe, and tofav 
whether Ifraels finnes deferved not all the judgements that Gpd by his Prophets 
had denounced yea and greater t«o. Holy E*ra acknowledge^ asmuch chap. o 
13 • But becaufe that many were ready to fay, as thofe in Jeremy, Beciufe l amiti , 
i° C 7 S f L Tel, r U , a ”& r &* 11 ** r »fr°m me : behold I will plead With thee, (kith the J<Sr ' 2,3S * 
Lord) becaufe thou fayeft I * have not finned. Yea thy fworn-enemies fhall give true 
evidence againft thee, and judge of the juftice of my proceedings with thee, that 
I may be juftified, and every mouth ftojpped. • , 

Afemklt your filvet upon tig mountain, of Snmaria, 3 that there-hence ye may 
be eye-witncrtes, and have a ftll proJpeS of their leudneffe; which will beto you 
a plealant Ipeftade; that out of their tragedies you may frame comedies. Samaria 
was a city fet upon an h jU: and as it felf, fo its wickedneffc could not be hid Carnal! 
people arc very inquifidve into the mifearriages of profeffours: and ready to fearch’ 
more narrowly thereinto then Laban did into Jacobs fluff What a /ear made 
Ammianus Marcellinus of the pride and luxury of fome of the primitive Bifhops ? 

Avcrroes, of the Papifts Breaden-god ? the Turks, of the Papifts Afinas palmaris ? 
the jews, of their clipping the crucifix, and weeping over it in the Pulpit ? as alfo 
the 'wearing that is fo common amongft Proteftants ; together with that mad con¬ 
ceit of fome, that he that cannot fwear with a grace, wahteth hisftropes and fi¬ 
gures befitting a Gentleman«? This and fuch like unchrifti In praftifes made learn- ? r 9 f ei ^ *** 
ed Lineker when he read Chrifts Sermon in the Mount, cry'out; Certainly, either 'rLT*. f 
th,s ,s not Gofpel or we ate but bad Gofpellers : It is. lamentablething^that.t wSST 
lhould be commonly reported thatthere be fuch abominations found iff the Church f Hmt Ev *°‘ 
as are hardly heard of among the Heathen, i Cor. y. i. " 

—-pudet hac Opprcibria nobis, 

Et did poYuijfe, & nonpotuiffe refedi. 


Why fhould it be told in Gath, or publiflied in the palaces of Afhdod ? whvfhoiJld * Sam 
Papuans condemn llraelices, as the Scythians once d.d the Gr«b,and the hSn 
-berek “ 0W r Jo beamy Spaniards that tyrannize overth'<?n? Whyrtiould 
rT f y fucc 5 fr ““ rs to thofe Hcreticks mentioned by. Bellamttf inl'iiUctl • 

Acaferf Chtiffian^ becaufe.by&eir unchi^n' converf.: 
i ■ I . - ered up Chrift and bis people to bee buffetteda add fpitced on bv Dt Ecdcf 
' N<,K ° R * '**>**** JirifidiffthTlanti 


And 
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knd behold the great tumults] Orth ehumming-noifes, the garboiles, the violent 
trrnptiens upon the poor opprdfed,caufing them to cry out as thofe that are crufhed 
or broken in peeces. 

and the oppre(fed. *« the middefi thereof } whether by force or fraud opprefled i 
whether it were*™# 0 ** or The Lord is the avenger of all fuch, i Thef. 4. 6. 
This the Heathen (hall take fpeciall notice of, and fay with Calecerius the Conful 
• Verb magnus eft Dims Chriftianorum, The Chriftians God is a righteous God 

indeed.. 

Verfe 10. Ftrthey know not to do right] They have done wrong fo long together, 
againft knowledge and confcience, that now they are given up to a reprobate fenfe, 
h v*r tt/o-' to an injudicious minde , having finned away that light they had, and loft that little 
’^>v. knowledge they had learned out of the law of Mofes concerning good works : this 
lorn. 1. t fj e „ have wickedly blotted out of their own minds ; as alfo thofe common nori- 
tions of good and evill, that glimmering, of divine light left in the naturali man; 
this in a defiled confcience is wholy extimft. Have the workers of iniquity no know¬ 
ledge ? No, not they, as appeares by what fbtlowes, they eat up my people as they e*t 
. bread Pfal . 14. 4. Thefe Cannibals, like pickrelsin a pond, or fhcrkes in thefea, 
dcvoure the poorer as they the ldfer fifties. And though they cannot but know 
this to be evill, condemned by the fight of nature, and much more of feripture, yet 
they do it, and will do it - their eyes being put out with the duft of covetoufnefic, 
and their hearts fo exercifed therewith 2 Pet . 2. 14. that they can fay as that 
wrfctchfed fellow did, tVe are. wafers of our confciences^ Vte can do What we frill, 
for all them : and as Balaam refolvcd at length • to curfe, whatever came of it. 

who fore up violence and robbery in their palaces] Till the fcreech-owles of woe 
cry aloud from the wals, and the beanies out of the timber make anfwer Hab. 2. 
11. 12. till their curfed hoards of evill^otten goods witnefle againft them, and eat 
their flefti as it were fire Jam. 5. 3. till very Philifiines and Egyptians cry fhame 
on them, and fay as the Indians did of the cruel Spaniards , that they carried them-; 
feives neither like Chriftians nor men, but like devils ; that it had been better the, 
Indies had been given to the devils of hell, then to them; and that if the Spani¬ 
ards went to heaven when they were dead, they would never come there. Let no 
man think to thrive violent id & vaftitate, by rapine and robery: to treafure up fin 
is to treafure up wrath Rom. 2. 5. which* as a fire, will devoure their palaces, and ic 
fhall not be quenched, Jer, 17. 27. 

Verfe 11. Therefore thus faith the Lord] And he faith it in great haft and 
heat; as appeareth by that concifekind of exprefiSon thatfie here ufeth after the 
Apofopefis, ut manner of thofe that are through-angry, and therefore fay not much, but mcane 

SZtuc&o tec. to d 0 the more. t 

an adverfary round about the land] A diftrefier at every corner: that as all 
the borderers have beheld thy wickednelle, fo (hall they thy wretchedneue, by rea- 
fon ofthe enemy and the avenger, who fliall meet thee at every turnc: and leave 

thee neither hope of better, nor place of Wfwfe* 

4 .r . and he JhaB bring down thy firength from thie] Thye in the feminine gendtf:' 

cMgna pertuT- haply bccaufe they mould be fo infeebled, and impoveriftied: Or elfe, to expflffle 
burnt. the heat of Gods anger againft them, as Num. 11. 1 $. where meek Mofes being 

cbijktmi. in a great paflion of anger and grief together, faith to God, If Thou (in the 

feminine) dealt thus with me, kill me I pray thee , out of hand &c. he was fo 
, out of meafurc moved, that he could not fill up his fpeech, nor utter the laft 
fyliable. * , . J IT 

thy firength] Thy firong-bolds , or thy riches , thofe treafures of wickednelte 
wherein thou trufteft Prov. id. 2. and verfe 1 y. The rich mans wealth is his ftrong 
- city. It iscalled hii firength becaufehe confideth in it,; 1 Tim. 6. 17, and bccaufe 
he is enabled by it, to bring about his defigues. .. 

and thy palaces (ball be fioyled] They fhall be blown up, becaufe their foundati¬ 
on was laid upon fire-works, their morter mixt with blood, their materials raked 
together by rapine and robbery, their furniture, and thofe ill-gotten goods therein 
hid and hoarded, (hall be given hoflinon hared f not to thine heire but to tbmc 
enemy for a booty. An inheritance may be haftily gotten at the beginning: buc 
the end thereof (hall not be bleffed Prov. 20.21. As the partridge fitteth on egg« 


and haraleth them not: fo lie that getteth riches and not by right, fliall leave them 
in themiddeft of his daies and at his end be a foole fer. 17. 11. A poorfoole God 
will make of him, ere he hath done with him, as he did of Balaam^ Achan, Ahab, 
Gchezd, the rich man 12. and 16. , 

Verfe 12. As the Shepherd taketh out of the mouth of the Lion] by acountrey- 
comparifon( as before oft) the Prophet fees forth the fewnefie of, fuch as Khali 
efcape the eriemiei hands. Is it but p little riiac a fhepherd dare pull out of the 
jdwcsofaLion. Few Davids or Lyfimackujfes , that dare look fuch fierce crea¬ 
tures in the face. Something a fhepbeard in this cafe may adventure to do, that he 
may ndc be made to ftand to the loft Exod. 22.13. Gen 31.39. But it is not much: 
neither arc they many, that fliall make cfcape, and thofe few (hall be of the poo¬ 
rer fort too, that have fcarcc a corner of a bed to lye on : or fuch as are fick-abed 
and not cared for by the enemy, not counted worth the killing. Or fuch as are in 
good health, but glad to hide themfclves for feare of the enemy under any bed or 
bench-hole, as is ufuall in the fack of a city. 

and in Damafcus in a couch] Or in the corner of a couch. Now Samaria and 
Damafcus are joyned together; becaufe they were both defolated about the fame 
time, by the fame enemy; and for the fame caufe, vU. their invading Judaea 
in an hoftile manner 2 King. 16. 7. 9. Efay. 7. 4. Sec the like Efay. 8. 4* 
and 17. 3. ...... . 

Verfe 1 3. Heart?ye and tefiifte dre] ye my Prophets and all true beleevers. The 
Sepruagint add oyt Prlefts, whofe lips were to preferve knowledge, and to pre¬ 
fers it to the People. All that were thereunto commifiSodated by the Lord God 
the God of Hofts, arc here ftraightly charged to heare. and to charge, teftify, or 
conteft ( See i Tim. 4.1. ).and what they have received ofthe Lord to deliver the 
fame tothe whole houfe offacob : not fie a,ling away the word from them Jer ^23. 
30. or fliunning to declare unto them his whole counfeli Aft. 20. 27; but faithfully 
handling the law Irr. 2. 8. 

Verfe 14. That in the day that I jba&vifit &c.] Tell them fo, from me, faith 
God: fay to tfiefe wicked, fVe be untptbem, ic fhallbe ill with them Efay. 3. u. 
The jelous Lord of Hofts will furely vifit the iniquity of Idolatrous fathers upon 
their children, to the third and fourth generation Exod. 20. y. See Jer. 3. E^ekt 
16. Hof. 2. As they have their day of defection, fohath He of Vifltation; his 
' ftafon, his harveft for judgment. Mat. 13.30* What then will they do when God 
rifethup: and when he vifitcth s what will thpy anfwer him ? lob. 31. 14. 

I will alfo vifit the altars of Bethel] Ac firft there was but one altar 1 King. 12 . 
32, 3 3. and 13.2. but afterwards they multiplied, as in Peters at Rome, there arc 
faid to be now above an hundred altars Hof. 8. 1 i. arid .10. 1. there is no end of 
, will-worlhip: but, like the Ierufaiem-Artichoke, plant it whore you will, it over¬ 
runs the ground and choakes the Heart. Now as God loved the gates of Zion where 
he was folemnly worfhipped, mere them aU .the dwellings of Jacob Pfal. 87. 2. and 
as the walls of good people ( whole houles are little churches Jare continuall be¬ 
fore him* Efay, 49. So he heartily hateth places and monuments of Idolatry: 

and layeth them waft as he hath done our Abbeys and Mor.afteries- Zifca over¬ 
threw three hundred of them in Bohemia : and among the reft the famous Monafte- 
ry called the Kings-Court, a mile from Prague : in the wallcs whereof the whole 
Bible was moft exquifitely written in letters of gold; but little read or regarded 
by thofe filthy Abbey-lubbers, of whom Luther teftifieth that they were tam dejpe- 
rata malitU dre. fo defperately debauched tfiat they durft adventure upon any vil- 
lany whatfoever. 

and the homes of the altar &c.] which were held the holier parts thereof. This 
was fulfilled by good lofiab many yearts after 2 King. 23. 15. 2 Chron.. 34. 4. 6. 
Nullum tempus occurrit Regh Tiratcan be no prejudice to Gods proceedings: nei- 
/ ther is his forberancc any quittance: 

Verfe 15. And Weill finite the Winter'honfe with the fummer-houfe ) Heb. upon 
the fummer-koufei I will lay them both upon one heape: they Khali one dafh 
againft the other. To have change of houfes or of roomes in one houfe fit for the 
feverall fcafons is not unlawful, fo wc fee them not up by wrong-dealing, nor fet our 
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liearts upon them: for To we are apt to do (as Charier^- Bmp. told theDn^offt- 
nice who had fhewed him his ftatcly palace) and this brings a curfe. 

and the houfes of jvory'} i. e. decked and enameled, checkered and entrayled 
with Jvory, as fome fenfe it. Ahab had made him an Jvory houfe, Heh. an hottfe of 
tooth , i. e. of Eiephants-tooth: fo did other kings (likely) after him. The P orphjra- 
oenitj in Conftantinople were horne inaroom made of Porphyry, a precious ftone 1 
&c. All muft down together. 


CHAP. IIII. 


Verfe i. T *T Eare this wordyekine of Bajhan} Obefa & bene pafla, ye fa zbaWfons 
JrjL(as we ufe to c&ll them) ye that are 

B&otuminpatria, crajfoque pub Were nata. 

Ye that have hearts as fat as greafe , and delight not in Gods law Pfal. 119. 70. Ye 
that cover your faces with fetnelTe, Job. 15: 27. till both your eyes ftand out with 
it Pfal. 73. 7. 8. (as fulnefle breeds forgetfullnefle Deut. 32. 15. the fed hawki 
forfakes his mafter ) as untamed heyfers full-fed, ye have been unruly and refra&a- , 
ry, meanes of much mifehief to my poor afflifted, as was Jezabel to Eliah, Here¬ 
dias to the Baptift, Eudoxia the Empreffe to Chrjfoflom, Theodora to Bellifarm 
that brave and noble Captaine, and others * Poor Tegedine fuffered many yeere?. 
captivity in mifery and irons, by the Turk, for one word in a fermon, which difta- 1 
fled a proud and petulant woman without the leaft caufe. What cruel perfections 
raifed the Mother of Scotland about the beginning of the Reformation there > 
the Q^Mother of France Katherine de Medices, for thirty yeares together ? 
Mary here, being wholy poffeffed by the Bifhops, as Alexandra was by the Phari- 
fees , of whom lofephus teftifieth that {he had the name, but they had all the power 
of the kingdome ? Oh tbefe £*** of Bajhan , tjiefe wanton and wicked women ( for 
fo I underftand the text after the Jew-Doftours' Vatablns, Lyra, Lively &e.) 
when once they get the reincs in their 1 ‘hands,* there is with them.* when 

once the devill gets paflfage per eofiam ad cor ( as Gregory fpeaketh ) by the rib to 
the heart, whatjnay he not effeft ? wheh t{ie hen is fuffered to craft,--what hope is 
there of good ? David complaines of'ftrbng bufs of Bafhan Pfal, 22, 12. but 
thofc he might better deale with, then with Wefecurft cowes of feafhan that thruft 
with fide and [boulder , and pttfht thedifeafed With their borhes, till the] Had fcattered 
them abroad , Ezekj 34.21, • ' ' • • ' V : 

- that are in the mountains ofSamaria} Ladyes of the Court, accuftomed to high 
titles, fuch as 1 (that am non aula fed caulk'natus & educaius, notourtier but carter 
rather, and ufed to call a fpade a fpade) care not-to complement. " 

which opprejfe the poor , which cruft the needy} As did, much about the fame 
time, Jezabel in Ilrael, and Athaliah in judah: arid ( befides the above-mentio¬ 
ned ) Dame Alice V'tercy K. Edward the thirds concubine, an impudent woman; 
who fo farr wrought upon the kings impotencies, and-prefumed on his favour, 
Daniel. 357* that {he imprisoned Sr. Veter Lamars Speaker in Parliament, and intermedled in 
courts of Juftice, and other offices; where fliee hcr felfe would fit to effedt her de¬ 
fires : which though in all who are fo exalted are ever exceffive* yet in a woman, 
moil immoderate: as having lelfq of diferetion and more of greedinefle. I have 
Hill, of Cram- lp°ken before of Diana Valentina King Hehty the fecorid of France his miftrefie, to 
r eh tf fnnt. whom he had given all the * confifcations of goods made in the kingdome-Tor caufe 
387. of herefy, whereby many poor Proteftants were oppre&ed^ and necdy crufhed and 

quafhed to peeces : for a poor man in his houfc is like k fniule in his (hell: crtrfh • 
that, and you kill his heart. ; : ; < 

which fay to iheir .mafters'} Or, Lords, that is to‘their'husbands:’;'a$ Sarah 
called her husband Lord Gen. 18. 12. Sift in'obedience,' but thefe in- craft and 
counterfaifance; that they may the fooner fobduc them, atid have what they will 
of them. ' 

bring 
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B r ing and let its drink • J q- d. Facnobis poteftattmtn hos aut itios, faith Mercer .* 
that is Give us authority over fuch and fuch, chat we may pick their bones, drink 
their tears enrich andfeaft our felves of their fpoils* make no more fcruple to un¬ 
do them by force or forgery, then to eat a meals-meat when hungry , or then 
the luxurious Italians ( who have twenty diftind j fpecies of liquor, to pleafe the ilMercurh 
Gufto ) do, to take off a cup of the moft delicious, which they profanely call itohm. 
Lachryma Chrifli. 

Verfe 2. The Lord God hath ftp orn by his holinejfe , } He hath fworn for more 
affurance, Heb. 6. itf, 17, 18. it being hard to periwade fecure finners of the cer¬ 
tainty and infallibility of the threatnings .* which yet will as furely befall them 
without repentance, as the coat is on their back,or the heart in their bodies. And, 
by his holinejfe , he hath fworn ; that is, by himfelf, (as having none greater to fwear 
by) confer Gen. 22. 16. Jer, 51.14. £7^745.23* and 62.8. where God fwears 
by his right hand, and by the arm of his ftrcngch, Exod.iy.i6. He is brought in 
laying his hand upon his throne ; and fwearing to root out Amalek^ And fo fome 
in this place think, that by Gods Ho/inefe, is meant heaven, the habitation of his M „ c&t 
holinejfe , and of hu glory. But Drufiu* diflikes that, becaufe fwearing by heaven * ■ 

is condemned by Chrift, Mat. 5. If God be holinejfe it felf, let him be landified y '* 
in righteoufnefle, Efay 5. 1 6. and let men fwear ( when called to it, and not till 
, then; the Hebrew word here ufed is pajftve , and fignifieth to be jworn , rather then Nejbb*n&. 
ta fwear ) in truth , in judgement , and in righteeufnejfe, Jer. 4. 2. 

Behold the dayes comef\ cert'o & cito, furely and fuddenly: even thofe difmall 
dayes of blackneffe and darkneffe, of greatefi: calamities. See chap. 5. 18, 20. And 
let this predidion be to you as the knuckles of a mans hand, to write you your de- 
ftiny; or as a prophet to read it unco you. _ 

That be will take you aVeayJ i.e. Ye fhall be taken away, and hurried into ano¬ 
ther countrcy: like as Efay 8.4. He fall take aWay the fpoyl of Samaria , i. e* 

It (hall ibe furely taken away, lo Luke 1 3.2 6. They do require thy fouf chat is, it ****rwa, 
{hall be required of thee. 

With hooks-,"} Heb. withthomes y which were wont to be ufed in fifhing, till iron- 
hooks were moreffcquent. See Job 40.21. E*ek, 29.4. and 19.4. They brought 
him With hooks, that is, with chains, into the land of Egypt. Thofc that were over¬ 
come, were wont to be linked and langold together 5 and fo led captive by their 
Conquerours. .... 

> and your poferity with fjh-hooks. ] Heb. that Which is lafi of you; your children, 
and nephews, as Dan. 11.4. it is foretold of Alexander the Great, that none of 
his race (ball fuedeed him, but {hangers. See enemies compared to filhers, Jer. 16. 

16. Habak.. 1.16. and note, that hereby is intimated, that theft infolent Dames 
lhall be no more like fat kine, that abide in their paftures : but as fifties banging 
on the hook, that are eafily pulled up, and quickly carried away with little labour, 

, but much delight to the filher. See a like comparifon from fwimming, ( EJay 25. 

^ 1 x. ) the motion wherein is cafie and not ftrong : to Ihew, that God can fubduc his 
ftouteft adverfaries, with greateft facilty. . 

Verfe 3; And ye fhall go out at the breachesy very cow,} Qua data porta ruitis , yc 
lhall be glad to get out at any breach to five your lives, which now hang in fufpence, 

Deut. 28. 66. yea to ride one upon the back of another for haft, as kine do in a 
narrow ftrait. Or,ye lhall be led into captivity,after the caking and difmam/iing of 
your cities. See Ezek. 12. 5,12. t 

And ye fbaU caft them into the palace.} Or, ye fhall cap aWay the things of tpe 
palace. Ye lhall caft them, that is, your children and nephews, ( verf 2. ) into the 
palace; cither that ye may not fee their deftruftion, as Gen. 21. 16. or. chat they 
might with greater celerity, provide for their own lafety. That was a lingular ex¬ 
ample of the Vindelici (now called Sucvians ) fubdued by Drufus the Roman Ge¬ 
nerali tinder Augufttuftox. not without great refiftance: the women throwing their jieyl Getf, 
young children at the’Romans inftead ofdarts.^Thefe jA^ tL monft rous mothers, 287. 
mad-coWs indeed. >!"■ ' ... 

Verfe 4. Come to Bethel and jjfowfgreffe,} Dofo, if you } and fi th> 

you are fo fet upon it, go on, defpoir* die and be damned; 
it ptrifh , quoniam vobisflatfententiafnh you are rcfolvcd, and tberc'sno 







*44 


<iAn Expojition on 


Chap.4 


of you, take your own courfe, at your own peril!. Here then we have a moft bit¬ 
ter fareafme, wherein God in fceraing to command fin,fheweth his utmoft diflikeof 
it: for he is not a God that loveth wickedneffe, neither (hall evil dweJI with him 
V/al. 5.4. See the like Ironicall exprefiions, fcr.7.21. £*ecb. 20.39. Ecdef. 11 J 
Ntrnb. 22. 20. Efay 29. 1. and 8. 9. and 47. 12. Judg. 10. 14. 1 


1 Timers, 


18. 

At Gilgal multiply tranfgreffions ,] that 'your madncffe may appear to nil men. 
See Hof. 4.15, with the Note. 

and bring your facrifices every mining, Like Apes imitate the daily facrifice: 
and do thofe felf-fame things to your idols, which J have commanded to be done 
to my felf alone ; and in other places, thatfhould be done at Jerusalem oneiv. Do 
all this, and try what will come of it: will you try a fall with God ? will you de- 
ipitefully fpet in the face of heaven ? Do ye provoke me to anger, faith the Lord > 
do ye not provoke your felves to the confufion of your own faces ? Jer. 7. nj. 

and your tithes after three years. 3 that fo ye may feem to keep my Law exaftly. 
Beat. 14. 28. and to be wanting in no duty, either of piety, or charity. YVafpes al- * 

fo have their honey-combs: idolaters a form of devotion, 

Verfe 5. And offer a facrifice of thanksgiving With leaven, 3 which I have flatly 
forbidden to be done. Lev. 2. 11. Neither leaven nor honey ( which hath a le?.ve-v 
ning property in it) might be burnt in any offering made by fire: to fliew how God 
hateth hypocrifie ; which, as leaven, fowreth, fweileth, impureth, both us and our 
fervices. Out with it therefore, 1 Cor. 5. 7 God indeed permitted his people to 
offer leavened bread with the peace-offerings, Lev. 7.13. tit offenderetur, Dtum 
ferre noftram infirmitatem, faith lifted, to fliew that God beareth with our infir¬ 
mities. But thofe leavened loaves were not to be burnt upon the altar: they were 
oncly for food to be eaten. 

and proclaim and pttblifh the fce-offirings , ] that you may not feem in any thing 
to come fhorc of my moft forward worfhippers: nor to be without your holy convo¬ 
cations folcmnly proclaimed. Atqueita omnino in capta idololatria ftrenu'e pergite 
and fofhew your felves thorow-idolaters: as the Hiftorian faith of our i? LA 3! 
that knowing it was no good policie to play the villain by half-deal, hcrefolvedto 
Dim.HHi 218 f u ^ er ncver a rub to lie inlus way, that might hinder the true running of his 
J ' * bowles. 

for this l>kethyou.~\ Heb. fo ye love. Idolatry is marvellous pleafing to-corrupt 
nature; as is to be feen in little ones delighting in babies. 1 he whole world mnde- 
Rev.13.3. red after the beafi. The Papacie with its pomp and pleafure is an alluring, tempting, 

bewitching religion. The great whore with her cup of fornications may eafily 
Ailian,hift. boaft, as that harlot in vAHian did, that (he could foon get fcholers from Socrates • 
not he from her. But what an odde or rather fad thing is it, that men fhouid fo 
like that which will be their bane? and that God fhottlcl be put to complain, as 
here, and Jer* $.31. My people love to have it Jot and what will ye do in the end 
thereof? Polybius faith, that whereas man is counted the wifeft of all creature 
here below, to him he feemeth to be the foolifheft: for other things love and feek " 
their own prefervation. Solus homo ab avo ad avum pcccat fere in ijfdcm & punitur. 
Man oncly perfifteth in fin, and is punifhed, as if he were ambitious of deftru- 
ction. 


Tarim. 


Verfe 6. And I have alfo given you eleanntffe of teeth, 3 fo that you need not 
fpend time in picking them, as thofe that are full-fed: for 1 have cut you fhort 
enough, and held you to hard allowance : as thofe that would tame wild creatures, 
keep them empty and waking: but you have been, and fo continue, untamed and 
untraftable, incorrigibly flagitious, uncapable of repentance. Your difeafes are 
complicate, yea they are fo ingrained, that they arc not eafily ftirred, muchleffe 
deftroyed by any potion I have yet given you. In vain have I fmicten your chil¬ 
dren.* they received no corre&ion, Jer. 2,30 

In ad your cittes f^ &o& as well as other, left you fhouid fay as thofe Philiftines, 
It teas a chancemffl as the Rabbines tell us, that the idolatrous priefts tol diferobo- y 
1 Sam,o.$. am, that t he dr ying up of his hand fell out meerely^by accident. 

an^ranftrf bread in all your places ,3 Thus the Scripture oft interpreted it feHy 
and^is ever its own bcftgloffe. Some think that by want'of bread here, is meant 
*•" 1 dearth 
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Bill. Atiibol. 
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dearth of corn 5 as by cleanneffe of teeth , fcarcity of flefh : and that by all your 
places, we are to underftand, .all your houfes. This fell out in the. times of Elias 
and Elijha, 1 King. 17. and 2 King. 6.21. and 8.1. and God would not have it 
to bee forgotten, but is juftly angry that they remained fo irreformable. That 
dearth in Elias hisdayes, lafted above three yeers : and might (likely) bd as ex¬ 
treme's that here in England, ( about the yeer 700.) of three yeers continuance- 
and fo violent it was, that not onely many died daily for hunger, but great num¬ 
bers joyning hand in hand, fourty or fifty in a company, threw themleives head- G A r 1 
long into the Sea. A like three-yeers famine alfo wee read to have been in Bohe- P 46$ L 
mia and Polonia, Anno 1312. fo great, that children devoured their parents and 
parents their children: fomefed upon the dead carcaffes that hang’d in gibbets 
&c. Wolves alfo were fo famifhed, ,that they fell upon all they met! andfedunon B * Itb - Exn ' r - 
them. , V Val.Max.ii5 

yet have ye not returned untome , faith the Lord. 3 Ye have loft the fruit of your 
afflictions, and all mine hammers hitherto have but beat cold iron. The bellows are PeTdid ffi t . ; 
burnt , the lead is confumed, the Founder melteth in vain, for,the wicked are not pluck 
away, fc.k om their wickedneffe: his droffe is yet with him, his great f cum ftill 
in him. Ezck 24. 6, 12,13. it is woven into the very texture of his heart and can¬ 
not be feparated . Reprobate fiver lhall men call him, becaufe hereturneth not to 
God that fmiteth him,, Jer. 6.29,30. Efay 9.12,1$. 

Verfe 7. And alfo I have with-holden the rain fom you , &c. ] And fo have punifh¬ 
ed you with thirft and drought, as well as with dearth and famine : and becaufe I 
have found you Wells without the water of piety, 2. Pet. 2. 17. therefore I have 
refufed to rain upon you, as I threatned. Beat. 28.23,24. 

En quia, jam vobisfunt ferrea peUora, redd it Bill, Antbol. 

Caelum etidm vobis durius arc, Beus. *ib. 2. 

fVhen there were yet three moneths, Ac. 1 When you could worft of all want it 
earth * * 3 ' Wlth thC N ° te ^ f ° r watCrin§ - of the feed » and opening of the 

Aud i eaufed it to rain upon one city , ] It rains not then by hap-hazard : neither 
are the feafons of the yeer (whether barren or fruitful! ) ruled by the courfe of na¬ 
ture, or influence of the ftars, bnt by God, AB. 14.17. Ic is he thatgiveth rain 
from heaven, and fruitfiill feafons. He covereth the heaven with donas, lie pre¬ 
pared rain for the earth, he maketh graffe to grow upon the mountains, and ftaii- 
aing corn in the fields, Pfal. i 47. 8. He weighes thefe waters by meafure : fb that 
not a drop falls in vain, or in a wrong place but by Divine decree, Job 28. 26. 
for the fatningof the earth, allaying the heat, nourifhing the herb and tree. Bent. 

32.2. Efay 44, 14. producing unto us the appointed weeks of harvefi, Jer. 5.24. 

that it may give feed to the fower, and bread to the eater, Efay $ 5.19. This the 

poor Pagans aferibed td their god Jupiter, whom they therefore ftiled 

Him they confeffed the greateft of all, calling him vtwtQ- .• the Overfeer of their 

trading, hence Av&iQ- .* the keeper of their houfes^ hence Jupiter Herceus, &c. of tone a 

This they did to the great fhame of many Atheifts amongfi us, who hold that all 

things come either by benigne nature, or blinde adventure. *> 

One peece, j fc. of the fame field, was rained upon, and fru&ified (this was neer 
to a miracle ; as when Gideons fleece was wet and no place elfe: and again, .every 
place elfe, and not Gideons fleece, Judg. 6. 3 7.) and the peece whereupon it rained 
not J It, that is, the cloud, but by Gods appointment: for He it is that filleth thofe 
bottles of the skie, and emptieth them again, where and When he pleafeth, either 
in mercy, as Joel2 2$. Zach.io. 1. Lev. 26.4. or for a judgement, as Joel 1.17. 

I Z* 11C » tz ; 1 18,19. In the yeer of grace 1551. a great multi- 

tude °t men and cattle in Germany were drowned and deftroyed ; decidentibus fu - 
bito nubtbus, actffufs eertatim acjuu,{a\t\\ Bartholinus- by exceifive fhowres and 
immoderate waters, pouring down upon people as by fpoutet.- Thii was the very 
pnger */ God, who will one day rain upon the wicked, fnares ' fre< and brimfione. _ , , T * - 
and an hornble tempt ft. Heb. a burning temp eft : like as noyv out- of thoie very 
clouds whcrc-hence he rainech, he doth oftfoons fcatter fudden fires unto aft-parts pf a i.n .5. 
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of the earth, aftonifhing the world with the fearful! noyfeof that eruption. 

• withered^ It mull needs do fo: andfomuft Gods own Vineyard the Church 
when he fhail command the clouds that they raine no raine upon \t,Efay. .5. <5 that 
is, his minifters, that they drop no dodrine upon it. Dent. 32/2. fieik 21 ^ 
Am. 7.1 6. fitly refembledto raine in regard 1. of cooling heat, 2. quenching 
thirft, 3; clenfing the ayre, 4. allaying thewindcs, 5. mollifying and mellowinf 
the parched and heat-hardened earth, 6 . caufing all things to grow and fruftifv 
Tbts raine of right eoufnefe goes fometimes by coafts, as here: God tying up the 
tongues of his faithfulleft labourers, and witholding their fhowres, though they be 
clouds thick, and full, and likely enough to drop down in abundance. See Eiek • 
3. 26, 27. Hof. 9.7. P rov. 16.1. Pray therefore, oh pray earneftly, both miuifter? 
tor ability and liberty to drop their Word toward the holy places , and prophefte. E-ck 
21. 2. and People, that he would till their minifters as full of good matter as ever 
Elibu was fob. 32. 18. and then be with their mouths E xod. 4. 12 yea ftretch 
out his holy hand, and touch them hr. 1. 9. performing chat peece of midwifery 
l rov ' l6 \ *■ , tha ^ c 5 e y ™y free ly utter their conceptions, and come to their 
hearts in the fnine (fe of the bleffmg of the Gofpel of peace Korn 15. 29. in the ifland 
of Sc. Thomas on the back- fide of Africa in the middeft of it, is an hill: and over 
that, a continuaU cloud wherewith the whole Eland is watered. This is our happv 

T ffe , Pt Pre , fe r' • Pu that ,’ V ? *•”'* h “‘ ,hU °f G ‘ d ’ and Mfwerabl,, 

thankful! and fruitful!: Oh how curfed a generation are thofe that repine at it 
faying. Never was merry world , fince fo much preaching ©r. How fhail fuch 
mifereants one day wifh to have but one drop fall from thefc full clouds to code the 
heat and horrours of their confciences, but (hall not obtaine it. 

Verfe 8. So two or three cities Wandred j Neceflity is an hard weapon : and want 
of water will make men wander far, and part with any thing for it: as Lyfimachus 
did with his kingdome, facrificing his eftate to the fervice of his life. Oh that we 
were as folicitous for our foules &c. Thofe good foules Pfrd. 84. 7. went from 
firengtk to firength, traveled many a mile, to fee Gods face though but in that dark 
glaile of the ceremonies. The good Sunamitc went every fabbath and new-moon to 
the Prophet. Our forefathers were unweariable in making out after the meaner 
which we vilipend, and make no reckoning of &c. 

.. *°Ari*kjr*ter-\ raine-Water ; for in thofe countries ( as Hierome teftifieth who 
lived there many yeares,and therefore knew the fcituation and nature thereof) thev 
have buc few fprings,and no confiderable rivers, but only Iordan : and are therefore 
glad to kceprame-water in cifterns for all ufes: being much abided with thirft and 
drought, if it raine not. 

bat they were not fatisfredj either becaufe there was not enough to be had: or bv 
a lingular curfe of unfatisfiablenefTe, See Hag. i. 6. with the Note. 

yet have ye not returned unto mej ufque ad me , fo far as me. You have made fome 
taint overtures and efiayes of returning, but they have not reacht out unto me: 
they have not amounted to the full mealure of a found converfion. P lettimur may 
you well fay, nec tamenfleSlimur : corripimur, fed non corrigimur &c. God rained 
not upon us that we might return unto him, and learn righteoufneffe Efty. ^6 10. 
that we might powre out a prayer when his chaftening wasupon us verfe. 16. 18. 
hut we, alafle, have done nothing lefte : have turned every one to his oWn Way ? 

and uncureabT ^ C ° anc * un£ ^° our *" elves b y our incorrigiblcneffe 

Verfe 9. I have fmittenyou with blafting and mildews &cf\ This, by immoderate 
rame : that, by drought caufed by an Eaft-wind,that ventus vrens & exfrccans. God 
cannot poftibly want a weapon to tame a rebelL J 

when your gardens and your vineyards increafedj Or were trimmed and tricked up. 
Taxat mmttim eorttm fludsum faith Mercer. The Prophet here caxech their over¬ 
much paines taken, and coft caft away in multiplying and drefting their hort-yards, 
ana Vineyards: when m the meane while, they negleded the fincere fervice of 
0 . and fucrered their own hearts to lie like the lluggards field, that was all 
grown over with thornes and briars, Pro V . 24.31 - that is, with lufts and fins, under 
Which lurketh that old ferpent. 

the palmer-worm^ which is worfe then the locuft, as Hierom noteth : for the 

locuft 
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locuft feeds only on the tops of the eares of come as he flies ("and thence hath his . 

name in Greek) but palmer-wormes ftick clofe to the fruits or flowers they light TseXu 
on: and will not off, till all be confumed. It is the laft and worft of evils, faith He: 
and leaves nothing behind it: omnia corradit & converrit , makes cleane work. See 
Joel. 1.3,10,11,12. &c. with theN'otes. 

yet have ye not returned unto mej No not yet: but have rejeded the remedy of 
your recovery : fee verfe 8. 

Verfe 10. / have fent among you the pcftilcncf] that evill angell Pfdl. 78. 49. 
that to £« 01 'eminent hand of God, as Hippocrates callethit: that defirultion that i n tro? n o(l 
walkcth in darknejfe, and Waft cth at noonday, as the Pfalmift ftilethit. This God Vllugi.6. 
fent: for it is a meflenger of his fending,an arrow of his {hooting 2 Sam. 24. 15. 
and may better be called morbus facer , then the falling licknefle; as being an ex¬ 
traordinary hand of God, fuch as was that Sudor Anglicus in thedayes of Edward 
the fixth, the fweating ficknefTe chat raged very violently for forty yeares together Sennert. it 
here in England ( as Sennertus teftifieth ) and flew fo many, that ftrangers^won- f cbri b. 1 . 4. 
dred how this Ifland could be fo populous as to beare and bury fuch incredible mul- C,IS ’ 
titudes. No ftranger in England was touched with this difeafe : and yet the. 

Englifh were chafed therewith, not only here but in other countries abroad : which Life of Ed. 6i 
made them like tyrants both feared and avoyded, where ever they came. So Ion* b St. io. ‘ 
as the ferventneffe of this plague lafted, there was crying P eccavi Veccavi : and P a & 
fome pretences of turning to the Lord. The Minifters were fought for in every l2J * 
corner ( faith Mr. Bradford ) oh you mufl come to my Lord, yon muff come to my 
Lady &c. Thus, When he flew them, then they fought him : and they returned and p/-. g 
enquired carely after Godf Ncvertheleffc they did flatter him With their month, and 
lied unto him With their tongues. As the fox, when taken in a fnare, lookes pitci- 
' fully; but Tisonly that he may get out: as Ice melts in the day and hardeneth 
againe in the night; or as Iron is very fofc and malleable whiles in the fire, but foon 
after returneth to its former hardnefTe. 

after the manner of Egypt^ In the way to Egypt ( fo fome readeit ) as you were 
trudging down to Egypt for help again ft enemies, or for corn in time of famine 
( for Egypt was the worlds granary ) 1 haveftretcht my net over you : Egypt hath 
gathered you up, Memphis hath buried 'you, Hof. 9. 6. But taking the words as we 
tranftate them. After the manner of Egypt, i. e. fo as I plagued the Egyptians, 
when you were amongft them ( Sec Exod. 12. 29. ) with mortality otmen and Exod. 15. 
murraine of cattel. The plague of Athens is graphically deferibed by Thucydides : 
whence Ovid and Virgil are thought to have borrowed their deferiptionsof the Jib. 2. bell. 
peftilence. The plague of Italy is fet forth in lively colours by Dionyf: Ha/ycarnajf; Pdopon. 
lib. 1 1. Antiq. That of Conftantinople, by Nicephorus and Sigebertus *. Gm”**’/* 7 

your young men have I flaine with the fworeQ Juvenes d juvando faith Varro :, m£ * ’ 
becaufe they are able and apt by armes to defend the commonwealth, and to help 
it at a dead lift. In Hebrew they have their name d deleElu : becaufe they are cho- 
fen tofightand dobufinelfe, as fitted for the purpofeiTxW. 17. 9. 2 Sam. 6. t. 

Thefe God had flaine with the fword which cutteth its way thorough a wood of 
men, and heweth down the youngeft and ftrongeft; fpareth neither Lord nor 
lofcll, as they fay : isdifpatched with confufed noife, and garments rolled in blood 
W a J- 9 - 5 * 

and I have made the ftinJ^ of your campesj by meanes of the flaine, both men and 
horfes that lye unburied, and poyfon the ayre ; See Joel. 2.20. Efay 34. 3. 

and yet have ye not returned^ Nec fretamen: Vide contumaciam, faith Mercer 
here. Obftinate men will fooner break, then bend. Monoceros interimi potefi , v 
non capi. 


Verfe 11. I have overthrown fome of you} Some and not all: thus, in the midft 
of judgement he remembred mercy, he did notftirup all his wrath P fal. 78. 38. 
he let fall fome drops, but would uot fried the wholefhowreofit: for lie remem¬ 
bredthat they Were but flefh &.o. Some he bang’d up in gibbets, as it were, for ex¬ 
ample to the reft: as Sf. Jude faith he dealt by Sodomeand Gomorrah, and the 
cities about them, thrownforth for an inftance of divine vengeanceco all fucceeding , 
ages Jude. 7, and as Herodotus telleth us, that the fparkles and afhes of burnt Troy /=r £ ?Jtwl ' 7W s 
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ferved for a lafting monument of Gods great difpleafure againft 
the like threatened to Babylon Efay 13.19.20. S & lnncrs * Se ® 

as God overthrew Sodom] As Jehovah from Jehovah rained hell out of heaven 
themfffw. 14. 24 that is, God the don from God the Father: and foFw/ls^ 0 
obfervetl. that the Father here faith of the Son, that he overthrew Sodomf and 
Gomorrah: he condemned them with an overthrow 2. Pet 2 6 he overrh 

V. t h h 3 e n ^“ d J epe "“ d T ?V« overthrew them in a moment , Z'Z 
hand frayed on them Lam. 4. 6. And yet worfe (hall be the condition of thofr ri°! 
defpfre the graceofche Gofpell,which is the great fin ofthefelaft times Mat ntl 

ttoo e wn 7 oul «:^ lkKf W ^ asitwcre > ioIld, . i "«rpea o f fuchfinnersagaS 

and,e were as a f re brand] Ambnfias&famigans titio finutchy and finoakv' 
and fcarcely efcapmg with the skin of your teeth I oh. 19. 20. as Lotout of Sodom 
as the man of Ben)amme out of the army 1 Sam. 2.12. as the young man thatliS 
naked away;atrChrifls attachment Mar. 14. 52. or as Hnnniides narrowlyefca. 
ping with his fife from the battel of Varna- wherehehad like to have lifien whh 
fGoKlfT^ TK g ’ as S 00c * ^thofapbat had for joyning with Ahab. fcfcj 
if God fliould fay. There are not many of you that are left, and have your lives 
for a prey: howbeit they are ill oeftowed upon you, for any good ufe you have 
made of my forbearance, let favour be fliewed to the wicked, yet will he not 
Iearnerighteoufnefle Efay 26. ,0 andifthou deliver him onc^, yet thoumuft 
do itagame: and when all’s done that canbedone. Aman of great wrath ihall 
fuffer pun,ament Pteo. 19. , 9 . and fo(to be fure of,t) (hall aLn of great ftj. * 

lTere coniplamed° tnntffC ’ ^ refilftth t0 return 85 thcfc of whom the fifth time it is 

and yet ye have not returned cFc.j O prorfus obfiinati [ faith Tarnovitet here- 
Prorjut indurate etcontmnacet faith Mercer. Ye ftifnecked and uncircumcifed 
in heart and eares, do ye thus alwayesrefift the holy Ghoft: will ye needs be like 
horfe and mule uncounfellable, untraflable? will ye, after conviftion, needestun 
ar/ay with the bit in your mouths and take your fwingein fin&c. If fo refolved 
yet fray faith the Pfalmift, and take this along with you. Many jornwes Jhatt be to the 
weekfd: your prefervation from one evill (hall be but a refervation to feven 
worfe Lev. 26. as it fared with Pharaoh , Senaehertb and others: God will furelv 
fubdue, or fubvert you. y 

rerfi 12. Thereforethtet willldo ante theeol/raeb] Thtet i how? Honnomwi 

rat mala at ommat,meant faith Ribera. He tells them not how, that they may 
feare the word: evenall that is written and unwritten. It was the very policy 
® f far never to eatenuate or deny to his fouldiers the danger of an enemy 

but rather to rmle up thoughts of valour by aggravating the contrary forces : and' 
this way he did ( not feldome) hyperbolieally rhetoric ate, faith the (lory. Now 
the Lord neednotdo fo: fith his judgements areagreat deep, neither canany 
man know the power of his anger: let a man feare it nevetfo much, he is fare to 
fcelicagreatdealemorc, ifheonce fall into his fingers. Is it nothing to drink the ' 
dregs of Gods difpleafure, when it is eternity unto the bottome ? Is it nothing to 
launch into an infinite Ocean of fealding leade, andtofwim naked in it forever* 

Oh do any thing rather then be damned, and as Lewis King of France call the 
Popes bulls into the fire faying, he had rather they lhould burn then himfelf fryin 
hell for obeying them: Or as Mary of England reftored againe all the Eccfe- 
fiafticall livings afTumed to thecrown, faying that (he fet more by the falvauon of 
her own foule, then (he did by ten kingdomes: So let the wicked forfake his wayes, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him return to the Lord tha/he 
may have mercy upon him, and to our God, that he may multiply pardon. Efay 

andbecaafelvtiudo this unto rfee] which (had I not wifbed thee well) I would 
never have told thee. But God loves to fore-fignifie.- and therefore threatened! 

foumoWm^ndT lnSl<a ' t: "'would gladly be prevented by our humble addtef- 
les unco him, and by our entreaties of peace. Heare him elfe 

prepare to meet thy GU O Ifrael} Turn and try; thou canft not likelv lofe thy 
labour; or if thou Ihould'ft, yet thou haft loft many a worfe. Let Ephraim but , 

bemoane 


Chap. 4.. tbeTrophee ie of. Amos. 

bemoane himfelf, and God will foon melt over him ler. 31. 20. Let Gods prodigals 
return to their merciful! father, and he will meet them halfe-way and receive 
them with ail fwcetneffe. TantHtH veils , & Dc«s tibi praocciirret. Do aschof* 
yr. 3. 17 - Alexanders Macedenonians being fenfible of his difpleafure laid bv ' 
their armes put on their mourning attire, came trooping to his tent where for al PIhu ia 
moft three dayes they remained with ioud cryes and abundance of ceares teftifvin* A!cxandro ‘ 
their remorfe for offending him, befceching his pardon which at laft they sained* 

And Gnicciaratn tells us, that Lewis 12. of France ( when he entred Genoa in his 
triumphant charrct with htsfword naked ) refolved to make a prey of their riches 
and an example of-manyof the chief amongft them, and to leave the reft to his Guke ' nb ‘ 7a 
fouldiers mercies. But beeingmet firft by the chief, afterward by the multitude 
making great lamentation for their folly, with abundant of tearesand erves his ' 

wrath was appeafed toward them. The like we read - of Henry 7 . Emperour to- 
ward the citizens of Cremona; of our Ed»mrd the third, toward the Inhabitants Daniel, bifi. 
ot CAlice. And in C ades confpiracy here, after that 16. of the chief rebels were 24 °- 
executed, the multitude naked[in their fhirts met the king on BUc^-hcatb, humbly Speed 8 yi. 
praying mercy; which they obtained. . ’ y 

Verje iy Eorlo He thatfirmeththemottntaines&c.^ q. d. If my mercy move 
. thee not to an humbl e fubmiffion, let my Majefly : an d lor that end confider and 
tremWe ac my Wms«s Mnjeflanvam my tranfeendent excellencies, as they are here 
dlfplayed, de.cned, and defcribed ( for tby learning) with a great deale of folcm-. 

He that formetb themountain .At firft ( doubtlefTe ) with the reft of the Uni- 
verfe : (though feme held they were caftupby Noahs flood J fee P fal 90 1 2 
by his mere Fua without toole or toyle Efay. 40. 28. This the blind Lf 

and thus hieroglyphically fet forth: In Thebe a town of Egypt they worlhilped $ 2 *?'or' 
a God whom they acknowledged to beimmortall: . And hoj/ painted they him } & 

tlmroun^wc^^by hl^word^ 111 ^ ^ C ^ C ° Ut m ® ut ^ ; to Uglify thathemade 
andocrcatcth the wind ] The worlds beefome ( as Bupertus calleth it) wherewith • ' 

Cod fweepeth his great houfe, and whereby he fetteth forth his incxpreflible now- 
er.Seefor this Pfal. 18.11. and 148.8.1 ob. 28. 25. i er . 10. 12. Senec^i lib. 5. Nat • 
qH 4 .cap. 18. And akhougli_we cannot tell whence it commeth, or whither it co- 
eth lob. 3.8. yet can we ( with Cruciger) contemplate the foot fteos-of God in rhic - 

a-t. 

Pharifees thoughts: yea thou underftandeft my thoughts afarr off faith David 1 cogttet ' Dr,l f' 
& even before I conceive them. HicVom and Theodotion referre the 

affix to God, and renders it thus, Who detlaretb untoman His and will there 
m revealed. .The Seventy reade thus, Vhe declare,h unto man his clift /en% fZ^do. 
pio et (grewto faith Mercer, fed a lie no : for Ma-ficho they reade Methicht • 
perperam. 5 r ctv- 

that maksth the morning darknefej As he did at Sodorte whereon the Sun Ihon ™* 
bright m the morning; but ere mghe there wasadifmall change: So in Ecype 
^ fo tn * Chrifts death Mau 27. 45.. Let this - learne d 
bleffe God for the light both naturalise-*. 1. 4. and lupernaturall 2 Cor. % 4. 5 
and to pray; that our Gofpell-fun ffiaynotfet at noon-tide, nor our light be nut 
Up ° bfC ? re dark ? ef]fe ; J b i lt gather that he would make W darknef, mo%i (foj 
fo the words may be read- here ) by clearing up thofe truthes to us that ^t fve in : 
part undifcovcred : Oh cry aler Chrift, ^ thq^oor man in the Gofpell Lord that 

. sun ° f ' 
andtreadeth «po» thehighUapps of iCi.farihf^Pii;\iim Hirher^eifho tithe* fS 

fZfr'W **?%?, wm 8. 'terrible to " 

yen iorh,s thror ^™earth for his foot-ftodkr; yea thofe higheft places^ 

tw y 



mountains. 


rocJts 


giorji - v 

Tb, Lord, th, G,d.fHfs u hit «»*. ] Gh, ,kr,f m u m ,k Lerdfo 
n»gh'} ) g.v, „nu the L,,d gl.rj and fi r „g,h : Give unto th, l.rd /fo ,/L Z 

c a”“T' "! J t""7 ° f ^ Jtctht Urd Z 

God, and worfbip at bn footftool : for be ts holy. J 0Hr 


CHAP. V. 

Verfe i. TJTEar yethisMrdl^ A new Term on, as appeared by this new Om- 
xl not unlike that of S. Paul, AH. . 3 . X 6 .M,„,f ifr«l.Z,L 
fear God, g.vc and K nc ,: or rather, that of Diogenes, who m/d out at A,he" 
HearO ye men. And when as( thereupon) agreat fort of 
pie refortedtohim, eapefling fome great matter, he looked about him and lad" 
IWll ' 1 calM “<• "O' varlets. They „e”’ no b« eJ 

■ - 4 - furcly that our Prophet had to deal with ; Ah finfnll nation,a people laden withil 
<lmtj a feed of ml-docrs, children that were corrupters: they had forfaken the 

k»s rz&mprjxxrt 

Thc word of God is adverfary to none, but fuch as are adverfaricstov 
themfelves '-neither doth it condemne any, but thofe thatfhall be afluredJy con- 
demned by the Lord, except they repent. But we have in a read mete to revenge all 

fdh^ftnetes’ th d*f K Ap 0 ftJC, f , 2 - C T 1 6 ’ and if any man wil1 hurc Gods lith- 
’ f ° r d,fchar g ln § fj? e,r duties, fire proceeded out of their mouth and 

kW ll n T C T €S f/ & d h W !i H hurt them ’ be muft in this manner be 

killed, Rev ii. 5. for Ehfoa hath his fword as well as Jehu and Ha^ael, 1 Kin?, 

19- 1 7 - And when unfheatheth and brand iftieth his fword, it is a fair war-> 

mng that the fword of Jehu and Hax^el are at hand. Sec Hof. 6 . %.?er 1 18 
even a lamentation, ] Hcb. a very bitter lamentation, E<ak. I o 14. like thofe 
of Jeremy for Judah, or of the mourners in Jcrufalem, E*ecb. 9 A tt of Chrfft 

SefX^rS f: kC IP 4 A 4a - ° r 0f?a * 1 filing h 1 s 4 wretchedco“ 
e 9i ' d % orofthc two witnetes clothed in fackloth Kevin 
a h rh h a a ffv;nfw Ur T S: ° f ° f who by his tears fas by the bleeding of 

Jl Heu beu 2 * ** T**’ Z ™™ thc mifery of thac tainted 

age. tieu, heu, Domtne Dens, was the cry of the ancient Chriftians. Flete ntfat 

tart*. Mb' 7nd!ZrTwt till*fi, T ! ,eir , books are like [I >« in E^ki'l written on Ml 

* i?. cn _ er ^ was written therein, lamentations, and mouminr and Wo E^ele 2 

chutreT dclfe W “ a c 1 , fong ' L a dolefu “ ditt V- a lamcntabfc prophefie ofjfral 

Sggaea^aaia&jKeaa: 

and taken up ioud^entfco^a^n^^^ have denounced heavie judgements, 

and 


C'HAP.5. 


the I^Amos. 


and called a virgin ftill: as Sardis, fhe hath a narne to live-, but is dead : as the Ro- 
mifh crew cry themfelves up the onely Church Catholike , and therein ( like Oyfter- 
vvives) do much out-crie us. But.wl^uiaith the Lord by his Propliec Jeremy, chap. 

18.13? Ask ye how among the Heathen; who hath heard fuch things ? The Vir¬ 
gin of lfrael hath done a v&y horrible thing. And the Virgin of Rome may well 
lay as fhtarti/la the ftrumpet in Petronjus doth, Iunonemmeam iratam habeam , ft 
unejuam' me meminerim virginem fusjje .. I can hardly remember my felfa maid. Femn ' Si ''Po 
lfrael may alfo be called .a virgin, becaufe fhe yet fubfifted and flourilhed in her 
firR liberty and fplendoiir, till taken ,an$i defloured, as it were, by th c.ssf (Tyrian. 

Ar.d i 1 -: this fence we read of the virgin of Babylon, Efay 47.1. of Egypt, Jer 46.1 i. 

or ' Zidon, Efay 23 .12., and now oP Venice i whofe Motto is, Intacta mamo, I am 

ftill a maid .- as having never yet fallen-i$to the enemies power. Tournay, a town 

in France, was ever counted fo invincible, that this fentence was engraven over one 

of the gates, lames ton me perdu ton ppctlUge, • Thou haft never loft thy maiden- * ' 

head. Yet v/as it yecldedup to our^ing Henry 8.. with icooo. pound fterling for Speedfol, 

the citizens redemption. The Virgin of lfrael fped notfo well. 1001. 

Shee u falUn f\ Thatjs, flieelhall fall, fureiy,. fuddenly, utterly. 

Jbe (hall no more rife, 3 i. e. return otit ofcaptivity, andlic reftored to her priftine 

fplendour: yet fome think otherwife. 

Jbe is forfakin upon her land, 3 Proje&a eft, proftrapa facet, fhe is thrown hard 
upon her ground, and as it were dafhed againft it, like an earthen pot againft a rock: 
and all this, becaufe fhe had [eft off righteoufnete in die earth, Verfe 7. Thofe that 
forfake God, fhajl Be forfaken of him, 2 Chron. 15.' 2. 

there is none to raife her up. ] God will not • and then, man cannot. Behold, 
faith Bildad, God will not caft a^ay a, perfect man - neither will he take the ungodly 
by the band. Job 8.20. he will bring them into trouble,, and there feave thim, E*g%+ 

2z.zo.8i 2 9. 5. His own he will no i,leave .: or if he ido, yet forfake them he will 
not; Heb. 13.5. and if pnen do, he wiU relieve them the rather. Becaufe they called 
thee an out-caft faytng, This is Zion., \ whom no man feeketh after • therefore. 

I wtU reftore health unto thee, and I Mil heal thee of .thy wounds, faith the Lord 
Jtr. 3.0. 17. * 

Verfe 3. The city that went oup by ft.thoufand ,]f t.e. that had a thoufand in¬ 
habitants pafting to and fro thorow the gates C See Gen.. 34. .24. and jj. 
jo. for men love not to bee cooped up, pr confined to a place, as. the Duke of - 

Venice is, but to be travelling and tracing ) Or, that can fond out a thoufand fit 
to bear arms. \ \ , * 

Shall leave an hundred, J Herd’s a wofull decimation, purporting a very great : 
paucity of people : fuch as was th^eatned/X>f^. 28 • 62. a tenth mfn onely fhallbe 
left, if that. Behold the, feverity of Cfd, and (betray^not the lives of others, by 
an impenitent continuance in flnnc. Turn to Gocf, if but for your poor bretbrens 
fake, that arc in danger, or insurance, foettkjab’sxetfonto repent is very remark- 
able, 2 Chron. 30.9. . For if ye turn .again to the Lord, ypur brethren and your 
children Ihall finde compaffion before them that lead them captive, fo that they 
ftiall come agati into this land : for the Lord your "God is gracious apd merciful! 
and will not turn away his face from you, if ye return unto him. 

shall leave ten. 3 Not take ten in an hundred and' leave the reft, as the Roman. 

Generals ufed to do in the Army, in cafe of a .mutiny. This was fulfilled in that 
three yeers fiege of Samaria, 2 King. Y8.10. as afterwards the like fell out at :/<?- 
rufaletn, which could hardly be repeopled in Nehemiatis time, and at this day. js'but 
thinly inhabited : there being not ah hundred houiholds of Jews to be found ther^. 

In our Countries, of the abundance of people ccnpmeth dearth, which maketh ma¬ 
ny male-contents to mutter: but in manypartsofjT' urkej, for want of men to ma- 
nure the ground s moft of the poor being enforcccj^wkh viftuali and otherpece0a 7 
ries to follow their gteat Armies, in their Jpng.eiphdit^dS ’* pf whom fcarce ohe'oif’ 
ten (faith mine Authour) ever return home MaWtherebytheway if Tltll A;/f 

derate psfinsTakino^ 0 ^ 5 yct the wants, mtein^kfe^tep^^ air,’or imnao- 11 53. ^ 

'VerfeFor thus faith the Lord^OTy Trjdythusfoiththe Zop/: fe w iih- 
itanaing the former terrible fcntcnce, which the Prophet could not denounce with 
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<b£n Expfitm on Chap,?. 

dry eyes: but cakes up a lamentation, though lefle concerned in it, and might well 
fay, as One did in another cafe: 

Tuquibusifta legid, infertim'eft, letter oceBis, 

Jpfc quidem ficcitdiperc non potui. 

AH Godsthreatnings (for tooft part) arc condiciohall, Ier, 18.7.and 26. a. fc. if 
men repent not. As if they do, they may live in his fight, and be accounted worthy 
( fuch is Gods great goodneffe ) to cfcape all tbofe things, that fliall befall the im¬ 
penitent, Luke 21. 36. The Gofpel is poft naufragium tabula, and hath its reward 
too, Heb. 11 .6. fc. of grace and mercy. Vo this and live, faith the Law. Seek, 
the Lord, and live, faith the Gofpel. Hc.is d rewarder of them that diligently 
him, ( and that is the force of the Hebrew word here ufed, which (ignificth to en¬ 
quire, to make ferious fearch, and frrutiny, to feek him out, ( as the Seventy have it) 
when he is with-drawn • to feek him as a Student doth fciences, a worldling gold, a 
hungry man meat,&c. as a man ftudioufly turns over a Commentary,tofinde out die 
fence of a Text, Eftj 34. 1 6. Do this, faith God, and ye (hall live : not onely 
have your lives for a prey,but live merrily,happily. Now voe Eve, faith the Apoftle: 
that is, werejoyce; and 7 hus fhall ye fay to him that liveth : that is, hath a com¬ 
fortable life, and'* confluence of blefiings. But befides all this, yee (hall live for 
ever : and attrha vha, vers vita, etemall life is the onely life properly fo called. 
Life (in what fence foever taken) is afweet mercy: A living dog is better then* 
dead Lion, faith Solomon', and Jefepb is yet alive, faith lacob, ( he doth not fay, 
Jofeph is Lord of Egypt) I will get down, and fee him before I die. But etemall 
life ir (by a fpecialty and with an accent) the gift of God through lefts Chrift our 
Lord : and this gift he will freely bellow on allthat fo feek him as not to be fatisfied 
without him: as Mofes, who would not be put off with an Angel, butfaid, Jfthj 
prefence g» not with me, carry m not up hence, £xod. 3 3 . 15. and as Luther, who 
When great gifts werefenthim, refufed them, and faid, Valde proteftatus fom,'m\ 
nolle Jic fatiari aVto. I deeply protefted, that I would not be fatisfied with thefc 
low things; but that I would have God, or nothing. This was one of thofe brave 
Apophthegmes of his, concerning which One weUjfaith; A man would fetch them 
upon his knees from Rome, or Jerufalem, rather then be without them. 

Verfe 5. But feek. *•* Bethel, &c. 3 Make not lies your refuge, idols your Ora¬ 
cles; they that obferve lying vanities, do ( by their own elcftion) forfake their own 
mercies ( J on. 2. 8-) But I (laith the Prophet, who had now paid for his learning, 
and was yet under the lafh) will facrifice to thee alone, will feek thy face and fa¬ 
vour, not at Bethel, or Gilgat, but in the place where thine honour dwelleth: not 
at Hull, Sichem, or Loretto, but in thfe true Reformed Churches, in the beauties 
of holinefft, in the midft of thofe feven golden candlefticks, in the hearts and 
bonfes of his faithfull people • concerning whom He hath faid, I will dwell in them, 
and walk in them,See, 2 Cor>6.1 6. and when they walk within {heir houfes with a 
perfeft heart, I will come unto them, Pfal. soi. 2. I will there command my blef- 
fing, even life for evermore, Pfal. 133.3. See chap. 4.4. and Hof. 4.15. with the 
Notes. * 

For Gilgal fhall furely go into captivity , ] An elegant agnomination in the O 
riginal, fuchas the Prophets arc fuUof, and thisplain Prophet, among the reft. See 
chap. 8.2. Miniftcrsmay fometimes rhetoricite: and it had need to be an elaborate 
fpeecb, that (hall work upon the confcience. 

and Bethel/bad come to nought. 2 Heb. fball be Aven, as elfewhere it is called 
Beth-avcn, Hof. 4. it. and 10.5. Againft Beerjheba he faith nothing: becaufe 
that name afforded him not the like elegancy, as Mercer thinketh: or becaufe 
that city belonged to Judah, and fo was ndt deftroyed with the ten tribes, as Hierom 
holdcth. Seek not thele places faith the Prophet^r help and fuccour indiftrefte: but 
fay as Jer.3 .a 3. Trudy in Vain isfalvation hoped for from thefc hills : truely in the 
Lord our God is the falvatmof ffrad .. ’ 

Verfe 6 See\ ye. the Lard,and ye frail live, ] - See verfe 4. Sic eadem ftp' for- 
dis & obftinatis inculcantur. The O& prciTi ng of a duty imports; 1. The excellency. 
2. The neeefiity. 3. The di$cu!ty of doing it: elle what need fo many words? 

' . " Pcrquam 
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Perquam durum eft,fid ita lex feriptd eft ;faith theGirilian. Hard or not bfcrdjit muft 
he done, or men are undone, left bebreake.out like fir Left he go.tfcrough you and 
burn you together Efoy. 27. .4. left ,ye be utterly burnt Vtithfire, in the fame place 2 
Sam. 23.7. that is in hell (a$ forae expound it) which the Prophet calleth torment¬ 
ing Tophpt, E fay. .30,3 3. and Plato calleth 7nenphsyexdv a. fiery lake : (9 terrible, faith 
Bedarmne ,that one glimpfe of it were enough to make a man not onely turn Chrifti- 
an and fober, but Anchorite and Monks to live after the ftri&eft rule that may be. 

Verfe 7. Te who turn judgement to wormWoedJ Ye Grandees and govetnoursof 
, the people., thac .turne the fweeteft thing into the fowreft, ( as corruptio eptimi 
veffim*) right into wrong-dealing; that follow the adminiftration of Juftice as a 
trade only, with an unquenchable,.and unconfcionable defire of gaine ; notca- 
ring what beepmes of righteooftieffej but leaving it oft in-, the earth, or rather * not 
leaving it at. all uppn earth ( Terrqt Aftraa reliquit ) but chafing it out of the wprld 
as much as in you lyeth: whiles you caft it down to the ground, and tread it under 
foot I 'tan 8. 12. wbileftjouopprefte tibe juft, cru(h the needy &c. chap. 4. x.. 

See the Note there. Some read the, text by way pf exclamation, thus; 0 .ye that, 
turn judgement &c. q. d. -What ftrangq creatures are you ? what, monitors of • ■ 

men? what publike fcourges ? wha tfcabs t Efay. 5,7 ,God lookedfor.judgement, 
but behold opprefiion (In the Originall it is, behold a/cab ) for righteoufneffe, but be- fiabrei melefti 
hold a cry: fuch a cry, as entreth into the eares of the Lord of fabbath. fi™ °PP re f ts 

Verfe 8. Seekhim that maketh the feven JharresJ Once againe, feek. him-, that f 1 y ctftflr,n ■ 4 
is, Returfte to him by true repentance: anjl by faith take hold of hisftrength, thac 
yc may make peace, and ye (hall make peace with ,bim Efay. 27. 5. To ftand.out 
it bootes notfi.th it is He chat made Booths and, Oripn &c. that is, ofinfinite pow¬ 
er,:, and doth whatfoeverhe will in heaven, and earth} who only doth wondrput 
. things,F/rf/. 72. 18. See chap. 4. 12. 13. Chimah and Che ft l, that is Pleiades and 
Orion art twice mentioned together in Job. Noted ftarrs they are, and, known to 
(hepiieards and fuch like; Amos, likely, wav but fuch an Aftronomer, as heardfmrti 
ufc to be. Thofe that writ of theft ftarrs tell us,-. tkatChimab comes of Of am ah, 
to love ardently ; becaufe ;of the fellowftnp, and working together that appeares 
in them. They, be feveq ftarres that have ,*U. one name: bacaufe they all help 
one anoth.er.in their work, which is to bring, the fpring ; and like feven fiftersor 
lovers, fo are they joyned together in one conftellation, and in one company. 

We fee ( faith One ) that God will have the fweeteft works in nature to be per for-, 
tned by mutual! help. The heft fipoe of theyeare commeth with, thefc feven ftarrs 
( hence we read of their fwecc influence Job. 3,1.) a^d. the Jbeft time of our life- 

con?meth, when we enter into true love and fellowship. for Orion, it is the 
ftarr ( faith the fame Author ) chat brings winter: and his bonds cannot be loofed. 

It binds the earth with froft and cold,*that the.fnait^ thereof might be feafoned and. 
made kindly againft the Spring: neither can the SprJflg zom&uWprion ■ have prej 
pared the way. God will have us before we rjdgne. The word Chefil Ijere 
ufed fignifies in the Chaldee , to perfcd: becaufe.by fpjfe|dng and offering violence; 
to our felyes we.enter into perfection. Luk. 13.-32-.Tfwe would have .a pleaftnt 
. Spring of gtaces in our hearts, we muft Jirft, haye *«ippjmg, winters, v ^e Jftirft of 
mortification muft be like the cold ftarr, Qrion to *ip,oqr .quick mori^rfo the head, 
and to bind all out undeane defircs, and biirningjljiAs that they, ftifr not imu*:. *nd 
unlelfe we do thus, the feven ftarrs of Comfort appe^re tou?. , j , ■ /. ' \ 

and turnetht.be fhadoVo of death \ tbp{ the tbiriteftdarkneflfc,.^ timk?:W<>rd*Z 2 

into the (hining 1 igh t,, that Jhinetb mre andmore ufttoshe perfe& d+pfyov.; 14.18. pcaf35.4. 
This fevering of night frpjn day3and.d3y.from night,,,this mutu?lit*nd orderly ftcr 
ceftiort and courfe of the .nigfet after the day, and the; day. aftetyiebe nigh^he 
lengthening and (hortening of the dayes in fummer and winter, .cho wonderfull 
ecl\pfes, and other occurrcntspf phat r nature, are works of Gods ppvypr, and provi¬ 
dence, .not to be flighted buc : improved to true repentance: We *i¥ tomark the 
countenance of the skie,and to difternethe f*ce,of heaven: that every day andfnighp 
winketh^us^ andbeckneth cousj and, 

mercy of God lined out unto us in the ^rowqs of; the Jjrmameqt^jrJT^ heavens de r ' . • *> 
dare the glory of God :, and the firmament fteWeth^.handy^t^) The creatures 9 ‘ 
are Regij profefores, ftith One^ Caifyiife.preathtiitiiih ^jAnpther; rpal g.qftijts.ef 
the Divinity, faith a third. Clemens Alexandrians faith, that the World i? Dei 

Y feripturaf 
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fcriptttra, the fitft Bible that God made for the infhu&ion of man. Antonins 
d acu mita told a Phil&fopher ( who objefted to him his want of bookes ) that the Uni' 
.’ verfe was to him inftead of a well-furniKht library, every where ready at hand 
i 8. Hugo affirmeth, that every thing nttereth thefe three words, Accipe , Redde, F nlt 

.Ltb.2. Receive mercy, Return duty. Shun fin, together with that hell that it haks at fi,’ 
Lap ‘ heeles of it. Much a man may learn out of the book of Nature, with its three 
leaves Heaven, Earthy and Sea : but' there he muft not reft. For, as where the 
Naturalift ends, the Phyfician begins : fo where Nature failes and can go no fur- 
ther, there Scripture fucceeds and gives more grace lam. 4. 6. Pftl. 19. 1, 2,7 g 
The Caldee Paraphraft takes this text allegorically : as if the fenfe were/God 
changcth his hand towards the Tons of men at his pleafure, profperin g them one 
while, croiling them another : fothat they walk in darknefle and have no light 
Efay. 50.10. yea they walk through the vale of the Khadow of death Pfdl. 23.4. 
Not through a dark entry or church-yard in the night time,but a vally, a lar«e low 
vaft place: not of darknefle onely but of death-, and not bare death, but the 
Shadow of death, that is the darkeft and moft difmall fide of death, in its moft hi¬ 
deous and horrid reprefentations. And yet if God be with his Davids in this fad 
condition, no hurt Khali befall them, butmuch good. 

Tlcbilc principinm melior forttma feqnetur: 

That caRcth far the Waters of thefedj that is, for great armyes, faith the Chal¬ 
dee. But better take it litterally, of the generation of raine, the chief author 
whereof is God : the materialJ caufe is the fea fending up vapours: The Inftru- 
mentall caufe is the Sun, by the beames whereof God drawesthe vapours upwards 
fends for them, as it were, into the middle region of the ayre* there rhickeneth 
them into clouds, and then refolveth them into raine This Kimchi illuftrateth by 
tfie (smile of a boyling pot whereout vapours and fumes afeending to the colder pot- 
lid are turned into drops of water .See Gen. 2.6 . 

T he Waters ofthefeaj i Kigg. 18.44. A little cloud arofe out of the fea like a mans 
hand. And prefently the Prophet faid to Ahab, Prepare thj charet and get thee 
dawn, that the raine fiop thee not. And it came to pdjfe in the meane while that the 
heaven woe blaek^mth cloadcs &c. 

Hnmorem magno tolhtnt & aqttore ponti 
'ib. 6. Ntabes, qui in toto terrarttm JpargituY or be. 

Cum piuit in t err is -- 

The Naturalifb obferve that it fnowes notin the fea, becaufe it fends up hot va¬ 
pours, which prefently diflblvc the fnow. m 

the Lordis his namej Hismemoriall Hof. 12.5. See theNote there: He is not an 
idol to be dallied with and deluded. * 

. f er f e ?: ^hat(trengtheneththefioyledagainfi thefirongj Vittorem kvitto fupera- 
rtfap evident**. God can quickly change the feene, turn the feales hr. 37. 10. 
though ye had fmitten the whole army of the Chaldeans, and there remained but 
wounded men among them, yet Khould they rife up every man in his tent, and 
burn this city with fire. In a Woody fight -between Amttfath the third King of 
Turks, and Lawses Defpot of Servia many thoufands fell bn both Tides. In con- 
clufion the Turks had the vidory, and Lawuswa.s flaine. Amttratb, after that 
sreat vtCTory -with fome few of his chief captaines, taking view of the dead bo- 
dyes, which without number lay On heapes in the field like mountaines, a Chriftian 
foiiwier fore wounded and all blood feeing him, in ftaggering manner arofe ( as 
if it had been from death ) outofan heape offlaine men, and making toward him, 
for want of ftrength fell down diverfe times by the way ks he came, as if he had 
been a drunken man. Ac length drawing nigh unto him,’ when they which guar¬ 
ded the kings perfon would haveffayed him, he was by Amnrath himfelf comman¬ 
ded to come ncerer, Kuppofing that he would have braved his life of him. Thus 
this half-dead Chriftian prefling ncerer unto him, as if he would, for honour fake, 
have kiKfed his feet, fuddenly ftabbed him in the bottome of his belly with a Khort 
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. dagger which he had under his coat; of which wound that great king and con- 
> queror prefently died. The name of this man was Miles Cobe/ire, who, before 
fore wounded, was KhortJy after in the prefence of Baja^et fAmuratbsfon ) cut 
into 1 'mali peeces : So in that memorable fight between the SWiJfers and the Bol- 
ptfbi neare to B a file, when Bttrcardus monk, anoble-man and a great fonldier, 
grew proud of the vidory, and put up his helmet that he might behold what a 
daughter they had made : one of the half-dead Swijfers riling up upon his knees, 
threwaftone at him, which hitting right gave him his deaths-wound. At the 
battle of Agincourt, where our Henry 5. won the day, the French were fo con¬ 
fident of a vidory, that they fent to king- Henry, to know what ranfome he would 
give, and See. Henry comforting his army with a fpeecb, refolved to open his way 
over the enemies bofome, or elfe to die. After which, fuch was the courage of the 
Engliih, noewithftanding their great wants, as he that ere while could fcarcely 
bend his bow, is able now to draw his yard-long arrow to the very head. 

fothat the fno] led ( or fpojle ) fhall come againfi the fortrpjfej And take it by 
affault. Betts loca, quant umv is valida, vafiafdcit. There is no firength againfi the 
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Verfe 10. They hate him that rebuketh in the gate^J Jn domo judieij , faith the 
ChaLlc : for the gate was the place of judgement, verfe 12. j 5. Bent. 17. 5, 

12, 15. Thofe then that did not approve and applaud the oppreilions and wrong- 

dealings of the Judges, and rich bribers, butcryedout againfi: fuch, . and took the 

fame liberty to rebuke them that they did to commit them, thefe were bated cane 

pejus & angtte, worfe then any toad. Thus Ahab hated Micaiah, the JodOmites 

Lot, the Jewcs Jeremy, their fucceflors Chrift, the Baptifi Steven, Paul, See. Mekhm AMn ' 

Thus thofe.of Geneva hated Farelltts their faithfullminiftcr, tryed him for his life, 

banifhedhim out of their territories : Thus afterwards fome of them hated Calvin, 

calling him Cain: yea calling their dogs Calvin, in derifion and deteftation of 

him. And thus BiKhopRidly lamenting the ftate of England, even.ofthy greateft 

Magiftrates faith He, fome (the Kings highnefle excepted) evermore unkindly 1 

and ungently againft thofe that went about mOft . bufily an£ j vvholefomely to cure 

their fore backs, fpurned privily, and would not fpare to fpeak evill of them, even 

to the Prince himlelf: and yet would they toward the fame preachers outwardly 

beare a jolly countenance, and faire face. As for Latimer, Lever, Bradford, 

Knox, their tongues were fo (harp, they ripped in fo deep in their galled backs to 
have purged them, no doubt, of their filthy matter, that was feftered in their SSi*"' 
hearts, of infatiablecovetoufnefle, of filthy carnaility and voluptuoufnefle, of in- 
tollerable ambition and pride, ofungodly lothiomeneflefohcare poore mens cafes, 
and to hearc Gods word. And thefe .mien, of all others, thefe Magiftrates then’ 
could neverjabide &c. Thus He, and much-more to chefame purpofe. They were 
then Kick of a Noli me tangere , and Kb ( alafle ) they are ftilL How few Vefpafians 
' to be found, of whom fltuntilian teftifieth.that hewxspatientijpmus veri,One that 
would patiently heare the naked truth of things : nottoothlefle truths onely, but 
fuch as couched to the quick ?. • How feW Davids that loved Nathan the better ever 
after ( for dealing fo plainly and faithfully with.him.) and made him of his cabbi- 
nct-councell ? How few C i^Elifabeths, who called,oft for her Dcering by whom 
Khe was barely told of her faults: though the BiKhops( thofe Gourt-parafites ) 
would never fuffer him to preach, more before her?, The Q^of Navarre would 
not harken to fuch minifters as difliked that fatall French match (that gave oppor¬ 
tunity afterwards to the ParifianMaflacr.e) in regard of the diyerfity of religions : f 
but inclined rather to thofe that fmoothed her up, and told her that it. would-Jay C ‘ 

the foundation of a laftingand moft happy peace. And generally pfThofe French 
' Reformed churches it Was obferved, that for fomeycares before that bloody mafla- 
cre, they affeiftcd a frothy flaKhy kind of Preaching : and cared not for th’at that 
came h ome to the confcience. See my common place of Admonition.. 

and they abkorr him that fpeakgth uprightly~\, Auget orationem, faith Drufins : 

The Prophet groweth in his expreiBon of their -wickednefle: for to abhorr is more 
then to hate j See Prov . 6. 16. Hatred .( as they fay of die CroeodiJe ) groweth as Serpens ft fer- 
long a sit liveth •* Sin is of an encroaching nature. If a Serpepc dpyoure a Serpent 
( faiththeProverbejlhebecommechaDragon. Hatred of the truth, as runner the. J 

Y 2 elder 
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cider it istheftronger: the Pharifees for inftance ; who did notonelv intJI^T 
IweU and boil with leilifli hatred of Chrift, his works, and doftrine : bucalfo^ 
warily belched out againft him the bafeft blafphemies: and in their pertinadl 
worian& cooftantly perlecqted him, even to the moll reproachful! death of 2 
croffe. Ihisi smmcsmmdi, the worlds wages to Gods faithfull witnelles. Tbfc 
V k T *T‘* rfor , “ mrd > f0r Rightly ) and lay a f°Z 

fir him that reproveth mthc gate, and tarn ajidc the jufi for a thing of uoughtSZ 

' Ar'J'n a 'T ? «nnur i faid He: Doll thoiTchinlc tEat plain- 

. deal ng SnmuUan fliouid be loved ? It isnot likely. To preach ,faith Luther 1 
truth Which u according to godlmeffe, u nothing clfe but to derive the rage of the whole 
■ tvorId upon a mans felf. s 1 me 

, V j rd a r 1 V rorafinuch therefore as your treading is upon the poor, J Pantingaft„ 
the dttji of the earthen the head of the poor, Chap. 2.7. See there, and Pfal.lZ 
KayamPa- h : Som ® r™“ er » r ‘fro the poor others, ye plunder them : fo the Chaldee and 
«'&? H Z° m ' rb f TV ’^vich fip. But better. To foot it Z 

on them, and make them fell then commodities under-foot ( as we phrafe it 1 to pav 
your heavy taxes, and fatisfie your greedy covetoufneile. 1 P y 

and ye take from him hardens of Wheat, 3 Heb. the fine/! Wheat, and bed win 
-o«a ( frrfc S-theSfofr' ehimton, » kenio '» e y of *feyo u ‘- gM to feed upon the 

Demirep,,,, Te have built honfet .f heWenfioneJ fqnared and polilhed, thinking to flourilh 

***** a " d fr * k! butthe fa «*t-owlsof worrying aloud from the Hones, out oftbofe 
walls, (hall marre your mirth. Hah. 2. u. 

Ca.tr ULtf th ™>1 For either ye fhali be prevented by death, and 

n^tSgsT’KaidO.^^ CCa "‘ ed CaptiVe ’ anda drsn S cr pofTdTcyour 

c/Lt aVe fUm l d ™'l a f ds ' 3 As He in the Hiftory, that having a cup 

of new-winein hishand, exprefled out of the grapes of his new-planted vineyart 
Rt ,r m a, u P° n flame by a wild-boar, before he could drink it, and gave ocelli on 

S ‘ ',° t iaC Proverb, Mult* cad H nt inter calicem fupremaque labra • Many things fall 
Burr.on Hof t. ^ be ^« t^mand the chalice. Hereunto afreet” 

79. "Z a Bur ?^Pon Hofea. I had, faith he, certain information, from 

a everend Mimfter, that in his own town there was a wretched worldling, who had 
a great crop of corn. A good honed neighbour of his walking by his field faith 

a attdrZ /7 iT 4 veryfine cro P°f corn *fG* bhffe it : yea,faith he, / will have 
h£n d -l h JP^^grootemptuouny : and before he could come to get it into the' 
rnJfilrr aSfobkfted ’ th . ac i hec L orn of the whole crop was not worth fixe pence, 
? TV C ° dcfeaC thc w,cked mans expedition, and the hope of un- 

juftmen perifhecb, Prov. 11,7. Etiam-fes valent tffima perit, fo-fome render that 
thC ° f h °P— d expedadot 

rerje 12. tor I k»oW your manifold tranforc(Hens and your mitrhtv 1 r 

isa 

ftS. Auot SSSi. c ,r £°™fVt!‘ r TV m ’ I*” »»” /««•> ”tfii«m, 

oftta h ’"P fZ ^ ch “"i “W'him by their oppreffions, which are 
sfcct> 2 6 h dlfl ’’ “ “ domination to the Lord? for l.e h merciful!, 

C ‘ ,tn - tion o/t^eir Zelindt *> lin <!' their eycs, as I Sam. 12.3. or a pacifica- 

oTmdidil JZe i d d,rpll!ar T a g amft h « no “ crimes brought before them. 
heZd!tZT‘ d i”‘ mUm T faida wort(, yman. Once 1 have Carned long fince, 

-.1 r/iuflTh 3 tbm T <S f ° r , *? enln P lac£ “ meddle with gifts. Apublike perfon 
or fJh &t have notlung t0 lofe > r » nothing to get: he Ihould be above all price. 


they 
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- they turn ajide the poor in the gate. J that is, in the place of Judicature : This 
makes many that go to law, to be at length of Tbemiftocles hisminde; whopro- 
fefled chat if two wayes were (hewed him,one to hell,and the other to the barre, he 
would chufe that which went to hell, and forfake the ocher. Another faid, that hee 
wondered much at two forts of men : viz., thofe that go to fea,and thofe that go to 
law : not fo much that they did fo at firft, but that, after triall, they would ever go a 
fecond time. 

Verfe 13 • Therefore the prudent Jhail keep ftlence , J According to that old and » 

, good rule. Either keep ftlence , or fpeak. that Which is better then filence . There is a a * 

time to keep ftlence , and a time to /peak., EccleJ. 3. 7. and it is a Angular skill to 
time a Word , Efay 50.4. to fet it upon its circumferences, Prov. 25.11. foto fpeak, 
and fo to do, as thofe that (hall be judged by the law of liberty, lam. 2.12. Be that 
would be able to fpeak right and^ forcible Words , mud firft learn how and when to 
keep filence. It is not good calling pearls before fwine: nor pulling a Bear, or mad 
dog by the ear. ’Tis the true ambition of a Chriftian, to (ludy to be quiet, to meddle x Tfieff, 4. u, 
■with his own bufineffe , to affeft rather quietne(Te from the wicked world, then ac- ^ 

, quaintancc with it, ancf to paffe thorow it with as little noife and notice as he can. v ™‘ 

Not but chat Gods faithfull fervants muft cry aloud, and not fpare; lifting up their 
voyceslike a trumpet, &c. Efay 58. 1. andcafting away the inverfe trumpets of 
. Eurins Euivus 9 which founded a retrait, when they (hould have founded an alarme. 

But this mud be done with godly diferetion. Zeal (hould eat us up, but not eat 
up our wifdome, ( faith One ) nor (hould policie eat up our zeal. TheApoftles 
profe(Ted that they could not but fpeak the things that they had heard and feen : 
they mud cither vent or burft. And yet holy Paul, ( who was full of the jpirit of 
judgement and of burning, Efay 4. 4. ) though he preached at Ephefus ( where hee 
lived two yeersand more together ) that they be no gods that are made with hands : 
yet he made no particular invedtive agiinft their great goddelfe Diana, whereon 
they fo impotently doated. All. 19. *6,3 7. He that hath a good mixture of zeal 
and prudence, is like a (hip well balladed, that fails with a prolperous gale: but 
zeal without diferetion, is like fire on the chimney-top ; or like mettle in a blinde 
horfe j or the devil in the demoniack, that call him fometimes into the fire, and 
fometimes into the watei^ What a ftorm of perfection raifed Bilhop Abdias in 
Perfepolii , by his intemperate zea/, not bridled with diferetion; as the Poets fa¬ 
ble that Minerva put a golden bridle upon Pegafut, left he (hould (lie coo fall ? 

And it was fome difadvantage to P aul, when in the Councel ( though provoked 
and unjuftly fmitten } he called the high-prieft Whited wall : he was glad to ex- 
cufe it by his ignorance. We may not be too bold, or too forward to fpeak in a good 
matter, to fuch as hate him thatrebuketh in the gate .• and abhor him that fpeaketh 
uprightly, verfe 10. 

for it is an evil time. 2 by reafon of an evil and adulterous generation, that make 
it fo. It is a day of evil, as Pfal. 41.1. that is s of difficulty and danger, to thofe 
that dare fpeak out: Such as were Tiberius his times. That Tyger kid hold with 
his teeth on all the brave fpirits that could fpeak their minds fitly, anddurftdoit 
freely. He put to death a certain Poet, which in a Tragedie had inveighed againft 
Agamemnon; fufpefting himfelf to be intended. Freedom of (peech ufed by the . Senec. 
tValdenfcs in blaming and reproving the vices, difiblute mannei^ life, and aftions 
of great ones, made them looked upon and perfected as heretickj , and enemies to Girardus. 
the Sea Apoftolike, as Manichees, Catharifts, what not ? . 

Verfe 14. Seel^good, and not evil\ that ye may live, 2 See verfe 4. and 6. Oh 
Seek, feek, fak., kith bur Prophet; as fome of the Martyrs cryed out, P ray, pray, 

Hay, Mr. Sanders, and Mrs. Askew, repeated thofe words two feverall times toge¬ 
ther, Mr. Marfh once, addings Never more need. To fcek God, isco feelgood, 
and to finde life : for with him is thc fountain of life^: Pfal. 36. 9. To feek, evil, is 
to feek the devil, who is that evil one : it is as Solomon faith in a like cafe, a vanity 5 voufijt < - 
toffed to and fro of them that feek death, Prov. 21.6. 

and fo the Lord the God of Hofis fhali be rvith you, ^. to affifi: and. accept you in 
feeking good : to proteft and provide for you in (hunning evil. Deal couragioufly 
therefore,and God (hall be with the good, 2 Ghron. 1 yulc.as your fiven-fold (hield, 
and exceeding great reward, Gen. 1 5.1. See the note there; 

Y 3 as ye 


cJfnExpofition on 


Chap.j. 


«,eb*V'J, ? ks »,:I V, jaaitau,, as ye boa (1 anT^^T 

bold upon faying as Mtc. 2.11. /, not the LordemongSt hi ? none tSlZ. 
tifon us. Bat that s as yon mate it: for ye are upon yoSr behaviour Th ZL T* 
not in God,but wholly in your fclves, ifye live not happily, reigne not wtrUftt^iy! 

»«'• '!•=• - M vi ~ M rignettjm teem Cogi poffi neget __ 

God is far from mens hearts; and therefore far from their help: for 

together. except they he agreed ? Chap. 3.3. P ‘ 

Vcrfi I S Hate the nil, audlove the good, ] God doth fo: youmuftalfo or elf. 
never look for his gracious prefence with you: for idem vclle, idem mU, ,, 
Ctttrt. d'm K mventtflAm,c,u*. True friends do both will and nill the fame things M, „ 

Corporibus geminU fpiritus unus erat. 

All Gods people, as they partake of the Divine nature, fo they live the life of God 
Ephef 4. and have the fame both fympathies and antipathies ( as I may fo freak i 
abhorring that which is evil, cleaving tothat which is good, Rm.iz™ G°d *2 
know, hateth evil worfe then he hateth the devil.- forliehateth the devil for finns 
fake and not linne for the devils fake: fodothey, lookingupon finneasthemoft 
loathfome thing in the world, the very vomit of the devil, which ( fo farreasthev 
are regenerate) they do infinitely loath to lick up. And for that which is mo 7 
whether things orperfons, theft they heartily love: not onely with a love of Deft 
a5 P fal. 42. 1,2. but alfo of Complacencie as Vfal. nr. 2.K 26. herein * 

fo!ine 8 doth G h° d / rh° C “ imag ® aj aman ’ in outvvard lineaments onely, but as f 
fonne doth his father, in nature and difpofition; being daily more and more cm 

^T****? P “"’* “ d tranSf0 ™ ed ““ /«- gZ, 

and tftehlijh judgement in the gate.2 which hitherto ye have not done verCio 12 
Perform the duties of your own particular places: begood luSlicer, is w/ll 
men. It is faidof Gttlbn andofourAri that thZ ZS Liu Z c g0 1 
Wnces: but I hardly think it. Some good parts they might have andfome' oood 

tuln7Z ig ,l d0: j uc r d r thcycouldnotbe " «W dfd hJtA 

evil and. love the good : but fo doth not any bad man for want • 

pies. Make the tree good and the fruits will te good : and th^contrarvE 
may be fome way ufefuJI to the Publike, and do good offices for the Church and 
yet pcnlb, becauft not in a good manner, upon a good motive and for a nnnA . a 
Ato : 2.16. the earth helfld the Woman: P ,„d y S et“ & i thc ZlfZ G “di 
wrath were poured out upon the earth. A good Magiflrate as he fos in Pod! 
place, ( the judgement-feat is called the Holy place Erelef 8 10 1 V 1 , , ■ * 

foaI C D G m b IO fo‘ h ’- ft hat “ g " here Go/ 

cf goSf' h ’ h “ “ faid t0 b ” wm “ n 0ver the Tribunal1 >•> 2a«, in letters 

Hie loctu edit, amat, punit, covfervat , honor at. 

Nequittam, pacem, crimina, jura, bonos» 

2t be that the Lord. ] Or, tut of doubt , the Lord God of Hoffs will be rrari- 
ous &c. He is furelyready, were men but ripe, and right formercy * iiffticks 
onely on their part, and not on his: hewaiteth to be graciols, Ji o 
tknr . unworthy we, that caufe himfo to do. C*™ patnLtU^ pl/Jrat Lent! 

^ * hhl K UC YTT? tb l C 1 bave mei;c y ; a few thac ftall finde favour; Oh 

labour to be of thofr few that (hall enter into life, Luke i j. 24. 

\ l L ° rd G r° d the Lor < f* ith th «*> D Therefore ? 

2? bccaufe neither promjfes of mercy, nor menaces of mife^, will work 
Allsfir Mon hpn.nnS ftand forth and hear your doom, your fentence of condemnation, and it 
& . begmneth, as is ufuall, In nomine Dei', neither can you fay, as that Martyr did, 

when 


, when wrongfully fentenced, ye begin in a wrong name. To affiire the matter tlii> 
Prophet here heapeth up three Majefticall names of God : that they might trem 
ble and turn, confidenng the greatnefle of Him with whom they here have to do" 
being glorious in hohnefle, fearefull in prayfes,doing wonders Exod 15 n 1 

. ^ling (hall be in all fireets&c.J A general I outcry, as once in Egypt when 
m every houfe there was a dead corps; or, as at the taking and fackingof Trov 
there was & y 

Luthu ubicpHe, pavor, & plurima mortis imago. { 

. And they MU faj in att the high-wayes, Alas, AlasJ Man is a creature apt to over- 
grieve for crofles : and to fill the ayre with moanes and complaints of his mifery 
Ihelatincword ^erforafickperfon, is judged to come from ’A/, thedoiefull 

, expreffionof his grief. The Greek word is as much as ** «« Not ever. We 

are foon weary of luffering, and would faine fee an end of it: and therefore erv 
out for help. The Hebrew word here ufed Ho % Ho. , is the fame with our Oh Oh- 
it is dolcntis particular ,s ejulantis, the broken fpeech of one in great dolour and dul 
ranee. Nature need not to be taught to tell her own tale, when in diftrefle, then 
, men are apt to be eloquent, even beyond truth; they add, they multiply they rife 
in their difeourfe like him m the Poet, I ™ thrice mifirable, nay ten times ,, nay an T 
Sr whereas they fhould correft their exceflive complaint- ? 

wirh that other 0/^77^ Alas, Alasi but why 4 las l Nothing hath be fain & 
us but what ts humane, common to men, and our betters. ^ ft* 

andthej Jhall call the hujbandman to mourning] For the marring of his corn bv 1 

?hYc?hTjr? r X ,YJ mine ' _ 0t hcrs read it tmis, The hujbandmfn fhall fend fl 9 
tkoje that are skjlfnll in lamentation, to mourning, and way ling, * X 

and fuc h as are sky If»H of lamentation 1 An ordinary pra’dife in thofe Eafterne 
n< T? Ifo l . n ^ t0 hire artificial! mourners at funerals to fine dole- 

S! ^ V^uiconduMplorantinfuncre . Seefer. 9 . Mat o Z2 wi th h 
the Note. Of the lawfulnefle of this cuftome the Prophet fpeaketh not 3 Many F 
thing, are mentioned in fcripture and made uftof, but not approved a, Ufurl ” 

li, r: f A * 7- y °*y li "£l Where ufed to be great jol- 

mln Ifo.r eVe ° f Vm ? ge V aL 4 ‘ 8 - The «lamity fl,all be com- 

mon^thefcourge over-flowing : and all forts Ihall have their ftare See Util. 

•j lr °“£ h ‘ ht , e f‘ i,h th ‘ as a fire in a thick wood I am. 

or dry lfobble /«/.2.5 Nab. i. to. I will go thorough them, I will burn them ioge- 
fhet- cl 7 ' 4 ,' ma ^ e a fhort work with them Rom. 9. jg. So fearefujl a thmg 
it is to fall into the pumfhing hands of the living God Heb . 10. 31. to ftand in bis 

laid 7 U h t e ofF 1S rW0 ^A ln a and He faith to it. Sword go thorough the 

l ;* d ' Q '”*»«»* b'*ftfimitE*.ekt 14. 17. Let this be thought onbythofe 
fecure ones that live, as if they were out of the reach of Gods rod : forwhatifthe Ez 
wtfiibZT™ eV ‘ n,hCr ° i! arldbe drenched in the gall of thefe flurdy rebels? 

when he JL ZZ ""“l** ‘ Ut ^ ° f,ht Lord ^ The da y of bi « vifitation - 

nrZ,rZf h S h 0Ughu . 9 ’ “V 011 Pro P hets would makebeleeve. Whereisthe ■' 
fte h r /r l- Let “ m I? 31 " fpeed and haften his work, that we may Era 

fo,. !' I him , ,ncrca fe army and come down J»dg. 9 . a 9 . Such iearing and to 
thZi r ^Zrt t hcnL a >T? ilUbCOad , »“ d »*«yP r «voketheLord toangZf art J 
to tbe r l ft fo h ? J hc great 1 “ d ternblc da y of the Lord will come time enough T , 

thunder of his pow/r" n<>t Qn th ' y tond t0 his trial1 ? or aWdc the 

r wl ‘«i God fhall anfwer you,- as hedid afar better man, 
bttm/edre > Gird no ff. ‘^“ c ^“rkneth cotmfel hj words without Job 

and the wicked an li ^ aman Where then fhall the ungodly i P< 
elemenre fhall f are • w h ac hils will they call upon to fallon them, when the 
dements fhall fall upon them like fealding lead, or burning bell-mectall - and yet < 

^ c -.. all 
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all this be but the beginning of theii? forrowes ? Now therefore be not ye mockers 
left your bands be made ftrong, Efay. 28. 21. God can eafily hamper you, if he once 
take you in hand. 

the day of the Lord is darkneffle and not light J No interchange of light: ctnevill 
an onely cvill, without mixture of mercy Ez.ech. 7.5. a black and difmal day of one 
mifehiefupon another, in a continued feries. Affliction ft ail not rift up the fecond. 
time N ah. i. 9. but ye (hall totally arid finally be deftroyed : wrath (hall come 
upon you to the utmoft, 2 The/. 2. Thisisilluftrated in the next verfe by an apt 
Similitude. 11 

Verfe 19. As if a man did fly from a lion And fo by running from his death, 
(hould run to it; by feeking to (hun the (helves (hould fplit againft a rock, hid- 
Aljled. Chro - die in Scyllam See. as Nicodemtis Frifcbiine ( that famous Poet, Orator, and Phi- 
rml.pag. 480. lofopher ) endevouring toefcape out of clofe prifon, by cafting himfelf out at a 
window, the rope broke, and he periflied by falling headlong upon a rock: So 
farcth it with tkofe that feare not God. A Hud ex alio malum , One mifehief trea- 
deth on the heeles of another, as lobs meffengers. The clouds returne after the 
raine Eccle. 12. 2. as in April-weather, one fhowre is unburthened, another is 
brewed: and deep calleth upon deep at the noife of the water-fyouts Pfal. 4a. 7. 

Evill (hall hunt the violent man to deftroy him Pfal. 140. 11. your fins (hall find 
. out, out as a blood-hound, Num. 32. 23. as it did that Popi(h Prieftin London, 
who having efcaped the fall of Elacfl- friers Anno. 1623. ( where Drury had his 
braincs knockt out of his head, together with his fermon ) and taking water, with 
a purpofe to fade into Flanders, was caft away (together with fome others ) un- 
Jac.Reviusde der London-bridge ; the boat being overturned. And as Philip the fecond King 
vit. Pont if. ofSpaine, who going from the Low-countries into Spaine by fea, fell into aftorme 

3 12 * in which almoftall the Fleet was wracked, bis houfhold fluff of very great valve loft 

Jiift.ofCounc. and himfelf hardly efcaped : He faid he was delivered by the fingular providence 
of Trent. 417- of God to root out Lutheranifme, which he prefently began to do. But the hand 
Carof.Scribon . God was upon him in an extraordinary manner: for befide the invincible Arma - 
de injiit.Frinc • do here defeated, to his great heart-break ( for his pretended patience was but as 
cap. 20. , the fever called Epialis wherein men are cold without, but hot as fire within) he 

fell into that moft lochfome lowfy difeafe, called Pbthiriafls, whereof at length he 
dyed. J J 

and a Beare met hinT\ A Beare robbed of her whclpcsf" which (he licketh into 
forme, and loveth above mcafure ) is a very fierce and fell creature. To meet her 
in fuch a rage is to meet death in the very face: and yet that danger may be fooner 
(hifted and (hunned, then the heavy wrath of God avoyded or averted, without 
true and timely repentance : there is no way to run from him but by running pe¬ 
nitently to him : as in a tempeft at Sea, it is very dangerous to ftrike to the (hore: 
the fafeft way is to have fea-room, and to keep in the Maine fi: ill. 

or'toentintothe houfe~\ To (helter himfelf from the Beare : as every creature in 
danger runneth to its harbour P rov. ;o. 2 6. Pfal. 104. 18. 

and leaned his hand on the n>alles~\ As being breathlefle in running, and glad to 
fray himfelf on what he can next lay hold on. Man, like the vine, mult have fome-1 
what to leaneon: if it be but a broken reed, or bulging wall Pfal. 62. 3 - he ihifes 
and (harks in every by-corner for comfort, as the Papifts ( (lung by the Friers fer- 
Prov. *3. 32. mons ) do by pardons and pennances, which are but palliate cures. 

for a ferpent bites them] ] the guilt of fin abiding, biteth like a ferpent , and flingeth 
like an adder. 

Verfe 30. Shall not the day of the Lord be darkneffle q. d. How fay ye now : 

when thus befet with mifehief on ail hands, fuch as ye can neither avoyd nor abide, 
mufl ye not needes fubfertbe to the truth of what I faid verfe 18. and do here 
againecepeate (that you may the better obfervent) with greater emphafis , and 
earneftneffe r* you (hall not have the leaft glimmering of comfort, eafe, diredion 
or good counfel. To what end then (hould you defire this dreadfull day of the 

Lord ? Are youin haft to be undone. - 

Verfe 21. I hate , 1 defpife your fe<ifi-d*yes~\ wherewith ye think to flop my 
mouth, and to make me your debter ; faying as that llomanc Emperour when his 
f enemy came againft him, Non pc Deot coluimus nt tile nos vinceret , we have not 

fo 


Chap.5._ tbefr ophecie of Amos. 

fo ferved the Gods, that they (hould fe^Tus no better, thou to give the-' 

cnoray the better of us The feaft-dayes, and folemue affemblies you fo much *W- 

bmd upon arc your, and not mine : Icommanded them ( via. as you now ufe yll fZ 
[hem ) ne,ther came they ever Monty m.nd. So fart am I therefore from acceptino iZdfo 
your facrifices as that I hate, Idefptfe i mill not fmell: an elegant Afynlemn, c#». ' 

importing Gods utter d.frafte of what they did ( The facrifice of the wicked is abo Jet. 3=.JSi 
ruination: bow much mote when he bringeth it with a wicked mind f Vrov a, 

27. ) and alluring a hidden vengeance, asm that quick and fmart paffage Go 
preach, baptife , He that beleeveth not jhall be damned, Mark. 16 16 VilL 
worflnpand oucTideneflc in religion is rety odious to the Almighty:' and ftinks 
worfc m his noftrils then any ill vapour from the vileft dunghill doth in ours- 
or as thofe poifonous fmels that afeended uponce from the five efties of the plaine' 
and brought down from him a counterpoyfon office andbrimftone. Rome alfo 
(that fpmtuaU Sodom) (hall be deftroyed in like fore with a terrible fire Rev • 17 
16. and 18 S,y. for her de tellable will-worihips, fuperftitions and Idolatries' 
wh.chno other nitre can poftib y.purge. Rev. tj. ,8. the whole number iflle 
1 Bcajl, whatsoever is ntunbred to belong unto him, is but the number of a man hu- 
mane inventions and will-wifdome; men will have itfo: and thisisthefumm 
all Popilh religion. When the witofman will be over-pleafing God with better 
dcrpi " him With ^ eem ' n Shonours, it turner to 

Verfe 11 Thoughjt-offer me burnt offerings So long as ye ftick in the bark 

pleafe your felves 111 the eictcrnall performance, reftintheworkdonc think to ex’ 
place your fins by your duties, and to fett off with God for your bad deedcs bv 
your good, and to get a hrtnfe thereby to live as you lift: though^ o ffer me bZnl 

fepmbk) WL ' r ' ^ “ C ” C ° G ° d ' a “ dfo o^inarilymoft 

IMInooacccf, them ] Nor (hail you he a button the better for them butthe 
worfe. Efy. 66 3. y ea though ye added mine, eyle, aiid incenfe, that there micht 
be a favour of reft in it The very Heathens could fay, that God/favourTs nol 

Ihem. §a ' n y ° f raCr, * CeS> b “ C by the intc S ric f of thofe that offer 

neither mill l regard ( or hck.*e),he feuce-efferingt ef yonr fat beaffn whether 
Aecp or oxen, oranother diftinft creature, bigger chen an ore called in the Ara- 
bick dial gamut, x, Aben-B^ra affirmeth, the French call it Baffle, and we the 

flZh 1 M W ° Uld n0t d0i G ° d W0U,d ndcl ’“ hor heare asit 

Verfe 23. Take thou axeayfiemmethe noife ofthyfing^ Nomore pleafingtome 
then the grunting of an hog, or the braying of an afle, becaufe hateleffe, heartlefle- 

rid Th 7 ° Und f - n , 0C mu 5 ck - fo neicher is ever mnficall found melodious to 
1 The voice which is made in the mouth is nothing fo fwcec to our eares as 
that which comes from the depth ofthebreft. Sieg Jith grace in yZhcIrts t 
16 WhT 6 tQ f 1 K hC PfaIm ?. 1 . Wh,ch are therefore cailed ffliri'tuall fongs CoL 3. 

1 Cor il by ^ e r Sp ‘ riC ll tha ^^obcfang withfhe Spirit, 

of them ^ e caufechey being (o (Ung, domakysmore fpirituall in the ufe 

ofehem. whileft we ling Davids Pfalmes with Davids heart. 

for I vnllnot heare the melody of thy v/o/J Or of thine oroane, hare, eitterne, 
Nebei ag ThTr forfo ^ mer endcric, wkh refpeft to the Etymologie of the word 
ffl,;J f ?/ e h rendcr , eCh IC °f the : What need we trouble our felves 

nmfir th> c S$ we can neither have proof nor profit: at leaft not 

God will not heare either their voyceorin" 
S'£ 5 becaufe the heart was wanting. ’No* vox fed votum, nonMuflca 
'SfnSr J i ee Pf 1 follower the belly of the lute o^ioll is, the 

thinktheVameofCnH 8 ^ T’ thc T re S ratin S a "d har(h in our eares: 

h,s veryfoulel^po'crify ** fenfe > yea M 

t"r^d°;id ,ct iuds? — a " d ^- iy ^ co " fta "" y 

(Veil 
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and rightcoufncffe as a mighty firearm'} that comes with a force, and beares down 
all before it. Fiatjufiitia , mat erbis t Let juftice be done what ever come of it 
The Sun might as foon be turned out of his courfe, as Fabricius out of the track of 
Truth and Juftice, faith the Hiftorian. How much better might this have been 
faidof Job, Mofes, Phineas , Nchcmias , &c. famous in their generations for bfan- 
diftiing the fword of juftice againft the friends of Baal, Balaam , and Bacchus f 0 p 
turning the wheel over all fuch roaring monfters, fuch lewd and lawlefle Belialifts 
as, hardened with impunity, dare oppofe withered and breft whofoeveror what! 
foevcr ftandeth in the way of their wicked lufts and prafti fes. Oh this was better 
then burnt-offerings without this: this was that A&uall, Magifteriall, and Ma- 
jcfticall kind of devotion, that plcafcd God farr better then an oxe that hathhornts 
and hoofes. 

Verfe 25. Have ye offered unto me facrifices &c.} i. e. To me only, and not 
to other Gods alfo ? did ye not begin betime topjay the idolaters? and do ye 
not fill up the meafureof your fathers ? Mat. 23.32. They fojourned in Egypt 
and brought thence a golden calfe: Jeroboam fojourned there, and brought home 
twoj which were no fooner up but you were down upon your knees, where ftill 
you continue at your mawmet-worftiip. Is it not even fo , o houfe of ifrael ? And 
ir^-Tcae- was’it not even fo in the wildernefTe, where and when I bore with your evill man- - 
ners about the time of forty yeares ASl. 13. 18. ( for full forty it was not, but 38. 
onely and fome few moncths )and was provoked by you ten times Num. 14.22. 
when I had but newly brought you out of Egyptrc£«/>. 3. 1,2. So that your Idola! 
try is hereditary ■ and therefore the more ingrained and to be abhorred. God 
alone is to be worfhipped Exod. 20.2, 3. 1 King. 18. ai. iruely that there be no 
halting , and totally that there be no halving. Be the Gods of the heathen good- 
fellowes, faith One: the true God is a jealous God, and will not fliare his glory 
with another. For indeed he is the One Deut. 6. 4. and Onely God , pfal? 8 6. 
10. befides whom Pfal. 18. 32. Without whom 1 Sam. 2.2. and beyond whom 1 King 
8. 6 . there is none other Deut. 4. 39. nor any like him 2 Sam. 7. 22. nor any 
■trtth htm Efay. 44. 24. he is the onely Lord, and befides Him there is none other 
Joel. 2. 27. 

Vtrfe 26. But ye have born the tabernacle of your Moloch ] That Idols were wont 
to be carried upon mens fhoulders we may fee E fay. 4 6. 7. B aruc. 6. 3. and 2. 5. 
That Moloch or Malcom was the abomination of the Ammonites, ( who called him 
their ki»gi as the ifraelites called the true God El. 44. 6. and 33 22. )See 

1 King. 11. 5. that the Ifraelites foould do thus in the wilderneffe (where they 
Rom. 1.23. had Gods tabernacle ereded) carrying about them privily fome portable chap- 

2 ThdT. 2. pels or piftures of thde Idols ( as fome hold they did, and Jofephus feemes to fay 

s 1 '* ^much ) was monftrous wickednefle, and the guife ofmen given up to a reprobate 

and Chinn your images} that is, your notable image , the plural! for the Angular, 
as oft; efpeeialiy in names of dignity. Hierom here for Chian hath Repban ; confer 
All. 7. 43. and the Commentatours thereon. Aben-E*ra thinks that by Chi H n 
is meant the planet Saturn, called chivaninthe Arabick. And other Hebrews by 
the ftarr of your God (that is, the ftarr which is your God. See Efay. 21.0.) under- 
ftand Mercury. J J 

Krfifi 7 - Therefore will caufcjou ] Idolatry is a land-defolating fin. 

beyond Damafcus} and not only fo, but alfo beyond Babylon AH. 7 by the way 
of Damafcusi by Tiglath Pile for m fent for by Aha*, for that purpofe Ef. 8. 4 - 
King. 15. 29. * * ■ 


CHAP. VI. 

wmS. Ver f* 1 * that are at eafe in Zion} that lye fleeping on both fides, 

V V and flighting the former menaces, as Leviathan doth the iron- 
weapons lob. 41. 27. that Jive as if ye were out of the reach of Gods rod : and as 
or all your enemies, ye puff at them, faying: Wefhall not be moved, wefhall 

never 
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never be in adverfity, PjjfSffc 1 d. 5, 6 * • To thefe fleepers in Zion, God here lends 
forth his fummons (the rifotd 1 mi fignifieth as well Heus as Va, Ho, as Wo^ Efay 
55. 1. Zach.i.6. HP, ho, cojne forth; that were quiet and ftill, Zach. U it. lulled 
afleep by Satan,,or rather caft irito a dead lethargy: Sampfon-like their enemies are 
upon them, and they fall afleep the while : IJhbofieth-Wkc they ftretch themfelves 
upon their beds of ivory, till they lofe, not their precious lives onely, but their im¬ 
mortal! fouls.. Security ufhereth in deftru&ion thofe that are at eafe in Zion, 
fhall be raifed by a dreadfuU Woe rung in their ears, thatlhall make their hearts fall 
down, and their hairs Hand upright. In the froth of carnal! fecurity and fenfuall 
delights is bred that worm of confidence that never dietb, Mar. 9. and here begins 
to grub and gnaw: like as while the Crocodile fleepeth with open mouth, the 
Ichneumon , of Indian Rat fhoots himfelf into his bowels: after which he never is at 
eafe, as having his entrails daily devoured *. fo that one while he will be in the wa¬ 
ter, and anon'driter bn the land, till life fails him. 

(ind truft -in the mountain of Samaria , } Are carnally confident and fecure, as 
good David alfo was, when gotten upon his ftrong mountain, Pfal. 30; 6, 7. but moroiSvap; 
was foon confuted : Tfjou didfi hide thy face and 1 Was troubled. The beft are apt Se ! tua £- 
by refi , to contra ftrufi: and being full-fed to wax Wanton, Deut. 32.15.T0 affed: 
more mundi delicias sjuam Chrifii divitiab, as One faith, the worlds dainties then 
Chrifts comforts : to truft in uncertain riches, then to rely upon the living God , who 
giveth them all things richly to enjoy. This muft be lookt to.* for it hath a 5 woe 1 Tim.<5.17.' 
hanging at the heels of it, Jer. 17. 5,6. Pfal. 52.7, 9. 

Which are named chief of the Nations, ] Hfeb. txprcffely named, declared, notified 
celebrated, chief, 3 the head, or firft fruits* the head ana height, Principium. , id eft, 
pracipuum gentium : So Arnalcc is called the firft of the Nations, Numb. 24. 20! 
haply they held themfelves fo: as‘the Egyptians afterwardsboaftedmuch of their %a in !il>3 
Antiquity, and the Chinois at this day do of their excellency, and perfpicuicy 3 J * 
above other Nations. Many wicked ones ate'of great tenbwh in this world, Vfal.y 3. 

4,6. and ftand much upon their titles dnd'tetmes bf honour: who yet in the next 
generation fliall be utterly forgotterij Pfal. ' ib 9 . 13. for that their names are not 
written in heaven. Rev. 17.8. and look hoW touch they have glorified themfelves, 
and lived delicioufly,fo much torment and ignominy (hall be given them, Rev. 18.7. * 

To whom the houfe of Ifrael same. ] The whole houfe of Ifracl, vi*. the two 
tribes to Zion , the ten to Samaria, VeTfactotum causk\ vel judiciorum, faith Dru- 
ftus, as to places of worfhip, and befides, ebbtts of Juftice. Others fence it thus 
The houfe of Ifrael came unto them , that is, the Ifraelites invaded thofe nations that 
once held Zion and Samaria, and fucceededthem therein : not by any ftrength of 
their own, but by Gods mighty hand and’PUt-ftretchid atmj which they ( ungrate- — 
full wretches ) acknowledge fiot: but came in for thtmfitoet, fo Ribeta rendreth it 
guafi fibt tantum natt, Je /bias efft ahqmdf^ as if they were the orteiy proprietaries 
the foie owners of all j and owed np fervied to any chieTLord. Such infolency grows 

from fecurity. See^ 21.2j. . - J ' ' . 

Verfe 2. Pafie yeuntoCdlneh andfee^} Tdke a voyage to, and a view of thofe 
moft famous, bordering cities, Calnefr; dr Stleucia iw'Mefopotamia on the Eaft, 

( whereof fee Gen. 10.10. the beginning of Nimrods Kingdom) Hamath the great, 
or Antioehia, , ( now Aleppt, a famous Mart-town ) on the North. Then go down 
Southward tp Gatbof the Philifiines, which Wai of dll the" five fatrapies potijfima 
& p0tenti£ima r .and iS*tfid:efpt6 called flftfQtg-Ammak, 2 Sam. 8.1. with 1 Chron. 

18.1. becaufe, being a town oif great ftirtrngtb, it Was, is it were, th ebridle^ where¬ 
by the whole countrey kbout was kept ift aWe: It was afterwards known by the 
name of Diocaffarea. Awa!y to thefe neighbouring cities|and fee in them 1 , as in fo 
m any Optici-g/affes, how much more God hathdone for you then for them in every 
relbettj thesreater is your guilt, afad the deepei* will'be your judgementin the 
end, for abufe of thefe rich mercies ( of a fertile foil, a large Empire, «rci) to fecu- 
rity.oppreliion, and otherdeteftable vices'ind villanies* : - 

be they better then thefe kingdoms ?}fe?of fuda^and Ifrael ? which wtrecer- ■ • 
tainly multU uominibut laudatijfima, vety fimitfoH arid pleafent Countti«W, Deut. 8. - 

7,8,9. Numb. 14.7,8. whatsoever Sfrabo fpitefuily rdririrtcfo to the contrary, Hh. 
being therein worfe then Rabfiaktb, Efay 3 6.17! 


Or 
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Or their border greater then your border, ?~]fc. till the Babylonians , SyrianJ^L 
Syrians took part of your countrey from'you, and copped ybu up, cut youfhort 
And now that you are fo ftraitnedfor room, doth not the Lord reconipenfeyouii 
multitudes of people ? f udea was not above 200.. miles long, and jo. miles broad 
fay Geographers: and yet what huge armies brought they into the field ? Oblerve 
then faith the Prophet, the great things that God hath done for you above other 
Nations, and walk accordingly: or elfe take leflbiis out of their Ioffes, and damages 
and know that the cafe wili be your Own, Aliorum ferdit'io veftra fit cant to : Lcarii 
by other mens harms; to beware. 

Verfe 3. Te that put farre array the . evil day , ] Wo to you that would do fo if 
you could; that fondly perfwade your felvcs there is no fuch danger in eVil-doiiig, 
as the Prophets pretend : but that allfhali behailand well with you, though y§ 
walk in the imagination of your hearts, to adde drunkenneffe to thirft, Dm.f9.i9. 
tins. Jongtnqun and to heap up fin as high as heaven, Rev. 1 8. 5. This curfed fecurity and hoi of 
funt ? non mtu- impunity, is the fourceof much wickednefTc in the world. Sec Prov. 7. ip 20 
Tbit'i T 2 J} < Matth ' 2 4 * 48. with the Notes. It is a fad thing when men (hall fay, as E^.n. 

‘ 1 ,c,5 ‘ 27. The vifion that he feeth is for many dayes to come: and he propbefieth of the 
times that are farre off. This AtheifticaJl conceit accelerates the judgement verf. 
28. Therefore fay unto them. Thus faith.the Lord God, there fhall none of my 
words be prolonged any more: but the word wnich I have fpoken fhall be done, 
VaL Max. faith the Lord God . Tarditatemque fupplicij , gravitate c'ompenfabo. 

and caufe the feat of violence to come near. 3 Am eta fuftitia fella : fetting a- 
fidc the care of juflice, together with the fear of God, for whoih yee ought to 
have referved the chief room in all your publike pieetings, as the Ethiopian Judges 
are faid to do. Atqne vi an gtritur res, might overcomes right: and robberies are 
daily done by authority. See Pfal. 94.20. The throne of iniquity fhall not have 
fellowship with God: neither will he take the wicked by the hand, whatever thofc 
r corrupt Vice-gods do, (as we may in the worfl fence, beft terme them ) whofe judge- 

2rcr.2.3. ment riow of a long-time Jingreth not, and their damnation flumbreth not. The 

evil day that they put farre away, willfuddenlyfurprize them, and thenwhytwill 
they do when God rifeth up? and whcnhevifitcch, what will they anfiverfiitn A 
fob 31.14. 


Chadian.1.2. Sed quant cacus ineft vitijs amor ?. omne fat nr urn, 

in Eutrop. Defpicitnr, Juadentqtte brevem prafentia frutlum, (fit. 

Verfe 4. That lie upon beds of iv,ory, J which was a commodity far fef ( even 
Sack. 27.15. out of India) and dear bought; precious, and fumptuous. The wealthier fort 
ufed to deck their houfes with fuch kind of beds deckr with ivory (Icftis iburdiis., as 
Plant us- phrafeth it) as Eftk 1. 6. with gold and filver: hence their houfes arc 
called houfhs of ivory , chap. 3. 15. and 1 King. 22. 39. See Pi in. lib. 33. cap. u. 
Horat. 1.2. Sat.6. Here then is condemned their luxury, artd abufe of Gods good 
gifts, with negleft of the weal-publike, and contempt of judgements threatned. 
Ka.Tttcaa.7tf. and ftretcb themfelves upon their couches, 3 Vandiculantur in fats cubilibus, fo 
bains. Rabbi Solomon. Others render it, redundqntibus ac diffluentibus'. W 6 to them that 
delight in over-long and large coverlets, curtains, Sec, fuperfluoufly hanging down 
on all fides upon the very ground; fo Ydmcbi. The Seventy and Vrilgar renderit. 
Wo to tbofie that mantonni^e upon their couches, melting in fenfuall pleasures. Com- 
LnfitMftiid parc 1 Ttm ' 5 * 6 * $ 4m - StS* God grudgeth hot his people an hohefiraffluenre,Pyi/. 

Vtlhiantts '. 23 : 4 - but granteth them allthings richly to enjoy, 1 Tim. 6. 17. Howbeithere- 

quireth them to befoberand -natch .* not making provision for the flefb, to live af¬ 
ter the lulls thereof, but walking decently as in the day ; not in riotitig and drun- 
kennefle, not in chambering and wantonneffe, &c. Rom.13 .1 3, 14. 

and eat the lambs out of the flock., J £ g re &, *d eft, egregios ac optima , the very 
befland fatted morfels, pampering their paunches ; fwinifh belly-gods. 
y«nx de_ and the calves out of the middeft of the flail. T The French call them' high-grajfe- 
ttpaife. V tals. Nothing would down with them but tidbits, xowejtxj dainty and 

goodly. Rev. 18. 9. Thofc Abbey-lubbers of the Romifh Synagogue are compared 
tofedhorfes, pampered in their cloyfters ( aewar-horfes in thair flails or ftables) 

and 


KttTttCBtLTtt- 

KaiTti, 


Lafchnentes. 

Dtliciantts. 


Ytaux de 
kmt paijfe, 
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and prepared unto battell, Rev. 9.7. Lawfull it is, I grant, at fome times to cat of N . 8 . 

the tat, and drink of the fweet, and to pleafe the appetite. Dent. 4. a 6. togratifie 

it with what it liketh and lufteth after. But yet it muft dill be remembred,that it is a 

finne to feed without fegr; and a fhame for a fervant of.God, to be a Have to his 

palate. Eat fuch things as are fet before you, faith Chrifi: to his difciples, be it 

never fo homely, if wholefome, Luke 10. 8. AndGen..^. 3 . z&cc. Every moving 

thing that liveth fhall be meat for you, it is added, et/cn as the green herb have I pi- 

-vcn yoH all things, that is, foberly and without ciurioftty, to take and make ufe of 

fuch meats as are at hand; as Dr/ Willet interprets it. And this, NatureTeems to ^ 

teach man, in giving him fo narrow a mouth, throat, and belly: whereas to fwine Hexap. in loti 

fhe hath given a wide mouth; a" very thick neck; a large belly, and. but a very little. 

brains: that they might the fooner grow fat, and take no other thought but for the Ch />W- 

kdly faith Boiine. 7 . , . , V. . . Th'tr.mu. 

Verfe 5. That chant ( or quaver) to the found of the viol, ]] That fing divifldn 
with much variation of their voyces, and many diftinftions of diverfe tones; modu- partjpilari- 
latious fractions. The Hebrew root-word fignificth the fingle grains of grapes, iant,thtj fag 
that remain after the vintage: or the particular-berries. Lev. .19.10. Our word their pern in 
farting, anfwereth to the Hebrew peret. It is their wanton and uofeofonable mufick c ® n T ert * 

( emafculaEing, diffolving, and drawing out their fpirits ) . that they are here threat¬ 
ned for. This abufe of Mufick-( given to men for better purpofes ) is elfewhere 
condemned, chap. $. 23. Efay 5.12. Exod. 32.18. Ecclefi.fl, .Godmade not 
man more avium minurire to fport on earth, as Leviathan doth iq the iea: to fpend 
his whole time ( as the people of Tombutum in Africk, are faid to clq ) in finging 
and dancing: and, when he is caft out of one paradlfe, to make himfelf another. 

It is charged as a foul fault upon thofe fenfualifls iri St. fames^ that thcyW lived in 
fleajurc on the earth, and been Canton, Jam, 5.5. . .* 

and invent to themfelves infiruments of mufick., like David. 3 Whofe example, 
likely they pleaded, to patronize their fidlings; and chaunting. of ribald fongs. 

But his mufic^and theirs agreed like harf^and harrow^ as the proyerb is. Two may 
do the fame thing,and yet it not be the fame; becaufenoc from the fame principles; 
and for the fame purpofes: as we fee in Cain and Abel, the Pharifee and chelPub- 
lican, David and thefe fingfters, who did nothing leffe then help forward their de¬ 
votion by Mufick,as did|D<»^^ : and as did our late holy Efiy, who when he fat and 
heard a fwett confort of Mufick, feemed upon this occafion carried up for the time V. Halls An 
before-hand, to the place of his reft, faying very pafiionately What mufickjnay °f Audit, 
Ws think, there is in heaven ? . ' ‘ 

Verfe 6. That drlhk Wine in bor*Ies,“] Non in feypbit, cyathis, aut calicibus, not 
in cups, pots, or chalices, but in vdfels of price, and of largeft receipt, that they 
may bee counted and called ( as young Cicero was^ Tricongii,f\icp. as can drink 
whole-ones, and no fmall-ones neither. ( The Seventy and |h iychalfiee, render it, 

Jnphials, others in goblets) Diotimus of Athens,, forJhisejdreiltvedrinking, was 
, termed Tun-di/h. Alexander the Great gloried that he cpuld drink down Ailianiiib,*^ 
any man: and one time inviting many to fupperjhe pfoyided a crown of 186 po^todt 
to be given to thofe that drank moft: and fourty one of the' comply killed t^qn- • 
felves with drinking to get that crown. Darius king of Perfia, caufed this to bee 
ingravennpon his tomb; I was able to drink much wine, and cobcarit bravely’, . - 

Was not this to glory in his fhame ? had he no way elfe to fhew his valour ? Did Athensmf- 
he never take notice of that Perfian law; thatit fhould hot bee/ lawful!Tor their 
King to be drunk but onely once a yeer, when they facriftced to the Sunne, whom ldtni ' 
they took to be the greateft of the gods > How much better Batbfheka, in her Le¬ 
muels-leJJ on. . It is not for Kings, Lemuel, it is not for Kings to drink. Vt/ine, nor for 
Princes, flrong-drink. : left they drink. *»d forget the layp, c ire. Prov. 3 1.4. And if 
not for king$,much lefie is it for others to be drunkyoith nine wherein u excejfe, Epb. 

5.18; left with Nabal, and the rich glutton, they drink deep of the wine of Gods 
wrath: and have the full vials of his vengeance poured upon them for.eyer. 

and anoint themfelves ."frith the chief ointments, J Aft^r the manner: of the fetoifb 
Nation, whereof fee 2 Sam. 12.20. Ecclef 9.8. Luk.. 7. 38, 4 6- Pfal. 23. 5. and 
104. 15, Mat. 6. 17. They fpare for nocoft, or pains to pleafe all their fenfes. 

And fuch a prodigall pleafurc-tnonger ivas that rich citizens fonne, mentioned in the 
Z fecond 
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fecond part of the Theatre oFGods judgments: who to pleafe all his five fenfes^ 
f r . once, allowed to the delight of every feverallfenfe a feverall hundred pound. Fbr' 
Judgments which end i. He befpake a curious faire room richly hangd, and furnifhed wirluhfc 

part. 9. tag. moftexquifite puftures, to pleafe the eye. 2. He had all the choyfeft Muficktb^ 
i io. i 1 1. could be heard of, to give content to the eare. 3. He had all the Aromatickes m 
odoriferous perfumes, to delight hiseentmfmeffihg, 4. All the Gandies, Prefers 
Junkets, even to the firetching of*the Apothecaries or Confedionaries art* 
to pleafe his taft. 5. Andlaftly, a bcautifull and faire ftrumpet lodg'd with him m 
a foft bed, and the daintieft linnen that could he compared to accommodate his 
touch : and all thefexhis Epicure ( more then ever Sardanapalus did ) enjoy'd at 
one inftant. He fpcnt thirty thoufend pounds in three yeares, and fworc after ail 
that if he had ten times more then ever be had, be would fpend it all to live oftc 
week like a God, though he were fure to be damn'd in bell the next day after. 

they are net grieved for the affliction of fofeph^ i. e. of the Jfraelitcs Pfal. 80. 2. 
and 77. 16. Amos. 5. 6. Jofeph is mentioned and put for all the red, becaufe he 
Aug.de don. was famous amongft hisbrethren, vel ob mala quapendit ., velobbon* qua rependit 
A cf 7 both for the evils that he fuffered, and for the good turns that he returned. Tinic 
was when poor fofepb was ill handled by his mcrcilefle brethren; and could not be 
heard, though he ufed many intreaties, Gen. 3 7.23, any 42,21. They when they 
had call him into the pit, thereto pine and perifh with hunger, fat down to eat, 
andfotoeafethemfelvesofany remorfe of confcience, that might be wroughtin 
See 1 Sam. them. They fhould have been fief^ at heart ( as the word here fignifietb ) for the 
affliction ( the con fact ion, the breaking to fbivers ) of Jofeph : poor Reuben was fo, 
asfarras he durft fhew it: and Jofeph forgat not his kiridheffe, when he came to 
his greatjnene. God (who is all bowels) will never forget thole that forget not 
hisafflided j but conunifcrate and relieve them, as they have opportunity and 
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Verje 7. Therefore now {ball they go captive with the frfiJJ Heb. in the bead*f 
rH ca f tive: 35 thc V have been firft in the degrees of honour, and offia, 
fo (hall they be now of punifhraent, according to that faying of the Cenrarifts 
hjnefeta ingentia flagitia , ingentia fupplicia. This they fhall have of 
Gods hand, they fhall he down inforrow: yea many forrowes Khali beto.-thefe 
wicked ones, Pfal. 32. 1 o. thefe mercilefle men fhall not have the leaf! mercy fiiew- 
ed them,/aw. 2. 13. God willlurely fee off all hearts fromfuch ( as he did from 
Human, for whom in his mifery not one man openeth his mouth once to intercede.) 
and he will pumfh magnum luxum mag no luctu. as One faith, great luxury with 
great neceffity. • J 

and the banquet oft hem that fret ched themfelves’^ They fhall neither have mind 
nor mony to make feafts, that were wont to lay on in all lorts of fuperflaities. That 
prodigall above-mentioned was by a juft hand of God reduced to extreame penury, 
and eaft off by all hisfonner acquaintance. That luxurious Roman Apicius ( the 
expences of whofe kitchin amounted to more then two millions of gold,;)-having 
eatra up his eftate, add fearing poverty poyfoned himfelf: leaving behind him 
ten bookes ofdiredion how to furnifh and fet forth a feaft with all manner of va¬ 
rieties, which now he could fooner talk of then take of. The word here rendted 
hanrjuetistAkcn for a funcrali feaft Jer. 16. 5. andfofome think the feufe hereof 
they fhall be earned captive into a farr country, and there be deprived' of the ho¬ 
nour of burialls; which is a judgement elfewhere threatened Jet. 22. r8, 19, .Ahn~ 
jl r ”u d l 5» f ace f et tic urn the fong of the wanton fhall be fet packing: 

and for this he alledgeth, that in the Arabick dialed, the root-word; base ufed, 
figmfieth to lift up the voyce, either for joy or grief ; . The Seventy render it, the 

knkRjbera comm endeth 1 *^ ^ Cl,r immo ^ crate Iuft according to Jer. 5.8, And this 

f iff r r k God h **\f»*rnbj himfelf 1 Heb/ by hisfoul, which is him- 

* ^j-kwhaicfoeveris in God, is God. So chap. 4. 3. Gen 22.1 6. Heb. 6. id. 17. 
Or, He hath fwornby hit foule, that is Serie jfr eit animo Serioufiy and heartily. 
Among the Heathens ex animifui fententia was inftead of an oath. 

Jattkrthe Lord God of hofisj who hath power enough in his hand to performe whit 


I ab- 


_- . 


Occiderepotefti 
non Udtre. 


I abhorr the excellency ( or, the pomp and pride ) ofjacobj So Bafil fpeaking of ~~ 

the Weftern Churchy OdifafiumiJHus Ecclefia faith He, 1 hate their pride. This 
he elfewhere calleth •«»> Butikov the fVeftern broyp (from the fore-head that feat 
of pride and arrogancy ) which at length occafioned that lamentable reparation of 
the Eafterne or Greek church from communion with the Latine: the other foure f' u r r - 
Patriarks dividing themfelves from the bifhop of Rome. Pride is an odious cvill • eJdton* 
fitly compared by One to a great fwelling in the body, which unfits it for any good 
lervicc: and is apt to putrify, and break, and run with loathfome and foule mat¬ 
ter: fo doth Pride difable the foule from doing.duty, and atlaft breaks forth into 
odious deeds, abominable to God and Man. There are that by Excellency or 
Glory here underftand their glorious Temple, and other priviledges, wherein they 
fo_much gloried. See Pfal. 47. 5. But Mercer thinks it rather meant of the ten 
tribes then of the two, whofecrown of pride is elfewhere taxed Efay. 28. r. Hof 
7. lO^Tht pride of Jfracltcftifietb to his face, , it breaketh out in his forehead as a 
great mafier-pockj • * 

therefore will I deliver up the city with all that'is therein] Heb. with thefulneffe 
thereof : both perfons and things are all forfeited, and fhall be feized by the enemy* 
be the city of Samaria never fo rich a Cargaz.on^ fo full a Magazine of Men and 
meanes, I will fbut them up ( fo the word fignifieth ) after a ftrait fiege, into the ene¬ 
mies hand, who fhall make a fpoyle of them. 

Verfe 9. And it {ball come topaffe , if there remaine J ten men crc. [J that is many' 
as - Zech. 8. 23. Levit. 26. 26. becaufe ten is the utmoft of fingle number q.'d; 

Though a confiderable company cfcape the enemy, yet peftilence orfome other 
deftruftion fhall put an end to them. 

thyMUdjQ See this fulfilled a ring. 17. j. In which common calamity what 
anhappyaeffehad they, thaf belonging to the eleftion of grace could confidently 

* 1Z ; 4 “”°! *?“ fi°”> Mmy G,^ mine holjOmf OaiimM 

IVclbMmt i JC ( or if we do, death may kiliut but canhot hurt us )0 Lordthw mnUdcrt. 
h*Jtord M * c djtem/or j K d i <mm andOnight) G.d tbm h.ft 'ShtbUfiedthm for 
correction. The wicked are killed Ctith di.th Rev. 2. 23. undone bv it; to them ir is Hof 2 ,s' 
noother but a trapdore to heil; as to the Saints ic is as the vail,. If Ac her adoorc ' 

of hope, the very day-break of eternall brightnefle. 

Verfe to. And a mans uncle {ball take him upj Him , that is every one of the 
ten a forc-menuoned, being now dead of the plague, fhall his uncle or deareft 
friend take up on his own (houlders, for want of the ordinary mercenary officers 
^called by the latines Vrfpillones , Libitinarii ., Vollinctores) their beft friends fhall 
be forced to bury or burn their dead corpfes. So Seneca in Oedipo. 

-. — -portat hunc ager parens 
Supremum ad ignem , mater hunc amensgerif 
Properatque ut alium regerat in emdem reguiH. 

To brtng m the hones out of the houfe ] for buriail as i Sam. 31.' 15. the flefti 
Demg nrit burnt. Bones are a part of a nians body • and therefore to be commic- 
tea to the earth, or laid up in a fafe place as Iofephs were Exod, 13*19. lo{b. 24. 32. 
and with his, the reft of the Patriarks doubtleffe Act. 7. i<5 This is. one of the 
utsof the dead 1. In honour of God who made mans body with admirable art rd 
jtLau??’ 5 * and asit wereby the book. verfe 14. 15, 16. 2. Nex,t bpcaufe the *’*•. 

Was fometime a Temple of the Holy Ghoft, and an inftrumehtof many 
oy actions 1 Cor. 3. 16, 17.* and 2 Cor. 6. 16. 3. becaufe it fhall be raifed one 
S 3 ? conformed to Chrifts glorious body the Standard Philip. 2.21. We know, 

• ^ Af>0 ? le ’ that when Chrifi y our Ufa {Ball appear We Jhall appears 

& : like as in the transfiguration, that body of Mofes which was hid 

in the valley of Afoab, appcareci with Chrift in the hill of Tabor. 
j u ”l 6 ** h the fdes of the houfe 3 To him that burneth the 

. fc r f’ chat aftiftech a mans uncle to interrhira. The Jewes did not ufu- 
u : yet fometimes they did Jer. 34. and 1 Kings. 31. andatthi* 1 

for Ae freySing C ofJ^nclTaS^iha jnftSfioh? ^ ^ ** - ierme * ,ete ) 

23 is 
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Is there j,t «gnW >4 the ’ 3 /c. left alive: br hath death made a clea^f 
fo“ he biSalI*” 1 ^ ChCW yK My m ° rC ^ “ rpfo ’ Wh ‘ Ch 1 may carl 'y foorch 

and biMlfaj No: 3 Or And he ihall fay An end, a totall confumption : thev 
are all dead, and gone. A fad verditft. 1 tne y 

ffu,SU , thenfisallhefay Hold thy tongnq fc. beare it patiently, fret not, murmure not 
tis Gods doing P fal. 39. 9. Hold thy peace at the prefence of the Lord God 
Zeph. !• 7. 

ferwemaynotmttkemention of tbe VUmt oftheLortQ This is vox defpernntU the 
voice of dcfpaire and defpondenfy: and itisas if he hadfaid: itisbootfcffera 
pray; tor Cod is fee to plague us, and will not be pacified ; Surely there is nn 
hope 1 but we are all Free emengehe dead Uke the flaine that lie in ,he grave rrhZ 
Cod nmemhreth nemore Vfal. 88. 5 . neither hclpeth it us to remember ortnention 
him any more. Men under fliarp affliftions are apt to think that there is leftthem 
neither hope of better nor place ofworfe.as the Church in the Lamentations. Others 
lenle it orherwife: but to me this feemech the Jikelicft. • 

Vcrfc n. For behold the Lord commanded Calamities, and they come: the 
Chaldean, and they axe at hand with their battel-axes,' but it is he that gives them 
their commifiion, and biddeth them Fall on. 5 

Jffg? ** d he the great houfe With breaches <*c] \. e . he will deftroy rich and 

poor together ; pale death will knock at both their houfes with an even foot as in 
time of plague, earthquake or the like Epidemicall evill. The grave is the cW«. 
gdiion houfe of all living \ob. 30. 23. whereinto men chop oft before they think • 
as a man that walks in the fnow may into a marle-pit. The mortall feyth is mailer of 
the royall feepter: and it mowes down the lillies of the crown, as well as the crafs^ 
ot the held. Death is the onely king againfi whom there is no riling H v, as Amur 
phrafech the moft abfolute predominance Prov. 30. 31. it levelled Lords tr\6. 
utsr and - ) ayCS a11 waft : brcakin g d °wn the greater houfes and cleaving 
the lefler, with an utter extermination of all. Search" you therefore, fearch you 
O nation not defired - before the decree come forth &c. Zeph. 2. 1 2. After-wit 
here helps not; repentance, though true may come too late in refpeft of temDorall 
judgements, as mMofesTteUt. 1. 37. and David2 Sant. 12. 10 • 

Shallherfej me upon the reck.? □ Is it poiiiblc they ftouid do fo, and 
not firft break their hoofs, and then their necks ? will the rider therefore venture 
there ? were it not matchleffe madnefle in him ? 

^iU one plan there with oxen ? J Sure he will conceive it too hard a tug and too 
*?"? fJ^° Ur ' i Hierem ™ dmhk i B ? baUs > with wild’Oxen : which, noE accufto- 
t0 KT hc are lkc £o make but wi,de worJi where-ever they are plowed 
rn h A, N0W ^ there,S ;°S ood horfe-racingupon a rock, nor fit plowing there: 
fo neither muft you ever hope to efcape unpunifhed, or to keep up your Common- 

TW :h iT?r t<Z Th ’/ 0 p 0 ^ a v ye deal thus P re P° ft eroufly, perverily, and abfurdly, 
rrov. 14.14. That of Vtrgtl is not much unlike: 3 

Zcfy. 3 , . Atque idem jungat wipes, & mulgeat hircos. 


for Je have turned judgement into gall, &c. 3 ’ Or, into pejfoa : the Chaldee ren- 

° f u h V fU J l f er P e ?! s ; Thew °rd feemeth to fignifie the poyfon 
of Serpents, which is in the head. See Hof. 1 o. 4. with the Note. / 

and the fiuit of righteoufnejfe into hemlock.Pi Or. Wormwood as if ve were a kin 

BeJkrmhbl: would make^rh 11 ^ thaC * ftdcd that great Antichnfr, who 

de Pnntif. * ex „:L:i 0 r ,f. word beleeve, that he hath power dc injujlitia facert jhftitUm, 
■Rcmam. eX ex virtute vittum, that is, of injuftice Co make jufiice, of nothing 

° f r rtl ?, Vice ’ t0 dlf > encc with any of theten Commande- 
Jn Exirav. » new art icles of the Creed, to difpofc of all kingdoms at his pleafure, 

Caran^i Sum. kn, ftftiT' Pope John 23 faith, that he may grant a dffpenfation againfi the 
Ccncfeff: I3 . ® f ^ atur T e , and of Nations, againft St. Paul, and Sc. Peter, againfl'the Tour 
vjOlpels,&c. The Councel of Con fiance comes in with a Non-ebJlantez^iaO: Chrifis ■ 
n inftitution, wnh-holdmg the cup from the Sacrament: and the like for priefts 
marriages, prayers in a known tongue, Tinging of PfaJms, Sic. When the Car- 

di nails 
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dinails meet tochufea Pope, they make a vow, whofoever is chofen, he fhall fwear 
to fucli Articles as they make. And Sleydan celleth us, thac'the Pope is no fooner 
thofen, but he breaks them all, and checks their infolcncies, as if chey went about 
ro limit his power, to whom all power is given-both in heaven and earth, both in 
fpirituals and temporals. An 4 indeed, he is called the Bcafl, in refpeft of his civil 
powpr, and the faffc-prophet in.refped of his fpiritual; and the Sfarre. Wormwood, 
becaufe being himfelf ip the gall of bitternefle; and bond of perdition, he turneth 
all judgement into gall, and the fruit of righteoufneffe into wormwood...Sec 
Chap. 5. 7 - . , 

Verfe 13. Tc rchich rejoyce in a thing of nought ] In the creature, faith a Lapide, 
which is a meer Nothing : in your wealth and ftrength ( called hornes in the next 
claufe) which are an uncertainty, .an, obfeurity, as the Apoftl? deemed them i Tim. 

6.17. and have nofolidfubfiftence, faith Solomon, V,rov. 23.5. tjiough the foolifh ’AJW^s. 
world call them fubjtaxce, and goods : Indeed it is onely opinipn that fees the Pficp 
upon them,as when gold is raifed from twenty (hillings to two and. twenty, the gold 
is the fame : eiliraation only raifefh it. It is faid of the people.of thd Eaft-Indics 
in the Ifle Zeiilon that having an apes tooth got from them, wbiph was a confd- 
crated thingbythem, they offered an incredible maffe of treafure to recover it-. M ~ 
Such things of nought, are highly prj^ed.and purfued by the worlds ivjkvoi by 
worthleffe perfons, fuch as Anthiocus was in all his ftate Dan. 11.21. afid Agrippa Aft. 35.23. 
in all his pomp ( or as the Greek hath it, in all his phantafy or vaine fhew ) and as 
thefe voluptuaries in the text, who had their wine and their mufick, fat calves, and 
ch oyceft oyntments wherein they held themfelves happy verfe. 4. 5,6. but the Pro¬ 
phet celleth then) that in rejoycing in.phefp Ipw. things, they rejoyced ia a thing of 
nought : they fed altogether upon apses, a deceived heart had turned them a fide, 
fo that they could not deliver theptfelves from thefe empty vanitiesnor fay ( as wife 
men would Have done, ) 1/ thtre not 0 lie fn mj right hand. Efay 44.20* 

Which fay , Have we not taken tp us horns , ] yec, no doubt: but fuch as God.by 
his Carpenters can foon cut off, %ecb- 1, 20, 21, or without them, by his own 
bare hand, Vfal. 75.11. But what an arrogant brag is here ? Have we not taken ? 
and to us? an ^jhoraps? apd our own firength ? Hie Deus nihil fecit. Here God 
did nothing j they were all the doers; fo final! a-windc blowcs up a bubble, 

Sic lev'c fic parvum efi, animum quod laud is avarun/t 
Submit , aut refieft.' -— : - 

Jc is a notable witty exprefiion of father ; By mens boafong of what they have . 
done, faith He, Has ego feci , hac ego feci. This and that I have done, they become l2? f 9n 
nothing elfe but faces, that is dregs-, if themfelves were any thing, they would not 
thus rejoyce in a thing of nothing: they woujd not prack in this fort. ■ 

Verfe 14. But behold, I will raife up againfi you a nation, which, (hall be 2 

copier to your .courage, a rebater to your fweltb, a meanestotakeyou a link lower, 
and to ftain the glory of your pride. I tell you npt what a nation it is, that you 
may imagine the w.orjt: but you will finde their quiver is an open fepulchre, they 
are all mighty men, and no Leffe mercileffe, Jer. 5.16 ,j 7, • ,i 

- and theyfhall affiitt you ( or crufi you ) from t.he. entering, in of Hamath yntothe. 
river of the wild ernejfej from one end of your land to the ocher ; that as ye have 
filled it from corner to corner with your uncleanneffes F$ra. 9.. 11. fo therp may •- 
paffe over it an overflowing fcourge to wa(h the foul face of it,as opce the old world. 

Hamath was before noted to be Antiochia, which was one of the bounds of the land 
of Ifrael to the North-Eaft. 

the river of the XVildfrnefe J is elfe where called the river of Egypt, as fome wijj 
havcit, SeeN urn. 34. 5, 8. Dent. 3. ij.lofb. 13. 3. and 15. 47.1 Chron.is. 35.. 
where the wildcrneflc was Joel. 1. 2,p. I cannot but concurr with Kimchi , who fey 
the river ff the valleys here, underftandeth the dead fea , comparing tfii^ text with 
2 King. 14.25. & Dent. 3.17. It being common in Scripture to caUjakcs and great 
rivers by the name of Seas^ Luke 5.1. with ^^.'34. 11.' The dead fea alfo is in Jofybv. 
Humane Authours called the lab Afphaltitcs the lake of Paleftina, of Sodom, &c. & 

It liech to the South-weft: and isplfrwhc.re made the bound of the Promifed land;. 
Wtm.i+i.fofh. 15.a, ‘ 

Z 3 " ;.CHA'P. 





<iAn Expo/ttion on 


zjo 



CHAP. VII. 


Verfe : 


rfe I. >r'Hus hath the Lord God Shewed unto me, 1 fs. i n a Proohetirafl v ;r 
_ 1 *bis being thefirftofthofe five that follow,'to the end ofthePrfT 5 

fie: all foretelling the evils that fhould befall this people to whom ; c Pe ‘ 
fent, as was to Jeroboams wife with heavie tidings, and as *«**/?!! 

afterwards to his rebellious countreyracn, with a rout Written full of lamenLl « 
Ezech.2,10. rfwi mourning, W »w. J 

behold h'formed zr.flcty,, ] Or, iocujls^ fere-runners of famine ?„( 
j- 4 - (Seethe Note there) or (as feme will) of the jlffjritm whom the divine 
juft.ee made a ft or p, on to Ifrael, aslfraelhad been a ftourge to Judah. When* 
Ifraelites were m their flounfli as the graffe or wheat is in the beginning of h 
flooring up of the latter groweth they had been firft mowed by togof 

$7* s tat, growing up again under /W M „ their king, they were devourelbv 
P«/ and his Army, as by fo many greedy Jocufts y urea by 

ferde'counKcyt'theyufed "* P-*.l For in thofe fat and 

Viri.deort. I, Luxuriem fegetum tentr’i defafiere in herbs. 

h “ Cr Sr0Wth wereeaten n P t00 > «*“«» oould follow but eaten* 

rea^bmc^ 

. thekingsdid.take the feftcrop, 

horfes, andfor other fervicea: leaving the latter mowings for othcrcatt e S 
weretaught tofay, Mer jourMa]eftie, ie mdmmuers. S cattle, who 

rerje 2 . fVhen they had made an end of eatinc *1 Nor fh#»Vr»fn i t 

fhfh- 1 d O d t n heV ,? yr00,I rf b f dci *P'<W«>tfenchieft^ehinde them wL Ifay 
they had done their worft. Prayer is thebeft lever at a dead lift: as is"o beefeenx 

forth^er^fruft^afeer ^feee^eaw^and a^halfs^rougfu ^ whe^^michc^ 

Lib.i.cep. 27 , But what (hall wc think of Jamblicus , a Heathen^ AwhLr C who 
mendatioHof prayer, whicUight 

Guntur th^Jdc^ndlZh^fA- C0 P? lam * *** homines cum Deo conjure 

ff a \T andl, g ht d »vine duties: the band whereby men are united to 
God. Nayheproceedeth and faith, thatprayeris 

/« u;er.»»«r,mfteadof akey, wherewith Gods cabinet isopenedf and mah mom 

Sml BrThZTl/ rT P ri e f " owthatttlou baft'forgivenm7Lt^* W/ " W ’ 

thy Confederate • Mdheifj ' f orhet * f™ a J L D Here is much in few. It is Jacob, 
and r as femerender^ % 7 Ta all /° Ur: and he is blJt f»< low an/little, 
loh n , Behold, He whom thou loveft is fick, 

Cthe buk of Lf* aC th,ne ^by covenant, are at a very great under : trodden on 
imoortspVdi/ fnCVizf °°i the wilderncfTe, fo the word 

P > / • 02.17, **^7 fbouldeft thou be as a man aflenied, ( r/W k*owes not 

Whether 
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Vbethe r he had heft help or not?) or as a mighty man that cannot fave ? Tetthou O T r T . _ 
Z<W, art in the midjl of us • and We are called by thy Name : leave ttt not. Thus J 4 * 9 ‘ 
the Prophets indeed prayed for their unkind countreymcn: fo did P*#/ Jithana- 
fim, Luther. I have obtained of God,faidHe, that never whileft Ilivc fhallthe 
rope prevail againft my countrey: when I am gone, let thofe pray that can pray 
And indeed he was nofooner gone but all Germsnj was on a flame as when Afl.irM,. 
Attfims head was laid. Hippo was foon furprized by the enemy; and when Vareufs 
Heidelberg. 1 

Verfe 3. The Lord repented for this : it Shall not be, faith the Lord. Here was 
mutatiorei , non Dei : fatii , confiliji a change not of Gods will but of his 

work; therefore (byway of explication ; it followed], it Shall not lee faith the 
Lord. To fpeak properly, there can be no repentance in God, 1 Sam. 15. ao. but 
this is fpoken after the manner of men ; and it notably fetteth forth .the power of 
faithfull pray enable after a fort, to alter Gods minde, and to transfiife a dead Palfie 
into the hands of Omnipotencie, Exod. 32. 10. where God is fain to be-fpeak his 
own freedom: and Mofes is reprefented as the great Chancellor of heaven. 

Verfe ± And behold the Lord God, J whofe AJlerisk, or ftarryNotc this behold 
is, faith Tarnovins ftirrmg up to attention. Another coinparech it to an hand in 
themargentof a book, pointing to fome notable thing. Another to the founding 
of a trumpet before fome proclamation : or to the ringing of a bell before the fer- 
mon of fome famous Preacher. 

the Lord God called to contend by fire ,that is, by parching heat and drought,’ 
caufing dearth, as Joel 1.19. For which purpofe, God called his Angels, thofe mi- 
niftring fpints that execute his judgements upon the wicked ( as they did once upon 
Sodom ) to contend for him ( a metaphor from civil courts) to plead for him by 
fire, todeftroy theperverfe Ifraelites by fire and brimftone, as they had donesi Efay^.r* 
dom and Gomorrah (fo fome interpret it according to the letter ) or by the woe Ezeth. 33,22; 

C T P f t cd “ fi r< b 2 Ki ”Z- 14. *6. Efuj 26. ,1. ,s bring a miftry 
which all words ( how wide foever) want compafie to exprefle: Or by immo- 
h 5 ac a ° d drought, os afore: fo great, that it devoured the great deep 1 
as W 5 t Bre of the Lord in Eliah’sti me licked up the water that was in the trench, 
i Ktng. 18.38. See Efay 51.10. * 

ana did eat up a part. 3 Or, it devoured alfio the field-. Notonely thewaters,iri 
and under the earth, that ferve to make it fruitful!, but a part of the earth it felf; 
which was altogether above and againft the common courfe of nature. Some render 
\i and did eat up that part, or that field, fc. that mentioned verfe i. the Kings Klmcbu 
fi e *“i that as the King had chiefly offended, fohe fhould be principally punifhed. Dm/Fiu, 
Other, interpret it by chap. 4.7. One piece was rained upon, and the piece where¬ 
on it rained not, withered. • 

Verfe 5. Then fatd I, O Lord God, ceafe I befeech thee. J See verfe a. and perfe- 
veringin prayer for the publike, remember to plead j not merit but mifery, Pfal. j 9 , 

8,9,and with all humility to acknowledge that it is of the Lords mercies that we are 
not conlumed :becaufe his companions fail not, Lam* 3.22. 

. 6 ‘ The L ”d repented for this, ] As he is gracious, Exod. 22. 27. and 

quickly repenteth himof the evil, Joel 2.13. Redire nos, non perire defider.it. I faid, t , 

I would fcatter them into corners, &c. Deut . 32. 26,27. Mercy could not behold Gbr) ^ kg '' 
iuen ltrange wrath and cruelty, and not weep her felf even fiek, as it were. 

by the Cults of hi s ferva ^ *** ^ S ° ^ y€Cld himfelf overcome 

Fie flit ur iratus voce reg ante Deus, 1 

See verfe 3.' 

trLr’j This he Shewed me > and beholdfH See verfe 4.’ 

The Lord Stood upon a wall made by a plumb-line, &c. J Here be wdS fit t or ftood 
firmc, ( astne word fignifieth ) as not to be removed from his purpofe, by any in- 
treaties: he was folly tefoWed upon their ruine, and it fhould be doncexadly, ad 
a ’v* b y hne and by rule, asitwere,and with fo much juftice, and moftexqui- 
utediligence, chat againft it feouldlie no manner of cation. |c is faid of the 

Arcopagites 





Areopagites in Athens , that their fentence was fo upright, that none could ever fay 
he wasunjufHy condemned of them. How much more true is this of the righteous 
judgement of God, who mqft needes therefore be juftified and every mouth ftop. 
ped? Mat. 22. i a. And he was fpeechleffe, bccaufe [elf -condemned Tit. 3. i, t 
and had hot what to requeft. 

Veitb a plumb-line in his hand ] To fhew that he would accurately examine their 
a&ions, and punifh their pravities. ( See Lam. 2. 8. and 2 King. 21. 13.) not 
fparing them as heretofore. A heavy fentence lurely Pfal. 1 3 o. 3 • 

Verfc 8. Behold I wiS fet a plumb-line'] I will call them toaftrift account and 
fheVvthem no favour Jer z6 . 13. I will now actually execute my jultice which I 
have hitherto fufpended; and pay them home for the new and the old ; bring¬ 
ing upon them an evill, an onely cvill, without mixture of mercy Ezech. 7. 5. 

I will not againe pafs bj them any more"} A metaphor from men that paffe by 
fuch things as they flight and count inconlidcrable: winking at fmall faults as not 
worthy to be reckoned upon. Hence Mic. 7. 18, God is (aid to pardotKiniquity 
and paffe by tranfgrtjfton : as elfewhcre he is {aid to bind them up in a bundle, to 
fcale them up in a bag, to caft them behind bis back, to remove them as far as the 
pfal, 103. Eafi is from the Weft, fothat he beholdeth no fin in Jacob , nor perverfeneffe in 

IfraelN/w#. 23.21. The Church, privy to her own infirmities, calleth her {tXfblack^ 
Cant. 1. 5. but Chrift calleth her faire all ever chap. 4. 7. She faith, God hath 
puniftit us lefle then our fins, Ezra 9.13. He faith, She hath .received double for 
her fins Ifa. 40. 1. Too much faith God ; too little, faith She. O beautifull con¬ 
tention? But this isapriviledge proper to the communion of Saints, with whom 
God will nor dcale according to the rigour of his law (as he doth with the wicked) 
butaccordingto his prerogative. 

Verfc 9. And the high ^places of Jfaac Jball be deflate} The Edomites alio came 
of Jfaac : but by a Synechdochethe Israelites only are here and ver. 16. to beun- 
derftood. Like as clfewhere Heberh put for the Ifraclites only Nam. 24. 24. and 
Jofeph , for Ephraim Rev. 7.8. Some think that the high places of Jfaac are here 
mentioned, to fiiew that they were erefted by the people in an apifh inflation 
either of Beerfheba where Jfaac wor(hipped, or of mount Moriah whereTfdic 
fhouldhave been offered: And that Jfaac is here written with SinanA not ijadi 
to fhew that God held himfclf not adored, but derided by thofe high-places 


Aug. 

Mat. 6. 30. 


Grand Sigt 
Strag . 


i ipfirt* 


3 S erm. bef, 

*.£<*.*. 


of irrifion , or thofe ridiculous altars, which therefore he threateneth to defolate, 
and lay waft. 

and mill rife againfi the honfe of Jeroboam Veitb the fword} as a prelude to the 
utter extermination of all by the Affjrians. See this fulfilled 2 King. 15. 1 o. and 
chap. 17. Jeroboam was very profperous and viftorious: yet defigned to definiti¬ 
on. It is {aid of wicked men, that foened quadam felicitate tempera/iter jioreant, 
they flourifh to day as grafs, and to morrow are caft into the oven : and as the 
mettle wheseofmen make glafs is neareft melting when it ftimeth brighteft, fo \ 
are gracelefie perfons neareft deftruAion, when at greateft luftre. The Turks ob- 
fervingthat few of their Vifters die in their beds, have this proverbe amongft them, 
tbit the greateft man is but as afiatue of gIoffe, 

Verfc 10. Then Amaziah the Vrteft of Beth-el 3 Obferving that the prophet 
had foretold a dcfolation, and not prayed as before that it might be averted: be- 
caufe he law God was fully refolved, and their deftruftion determined. 

■ Amos hath conjpired againfi thee in the land'] Thus Eliah was the Troublerof 
Jfrael, Jeremy a leedfman of fedition, Chrifizn enemy to Cafar, Luther a trumpet 
of rebellion, all Contra-remonfirants , antimagiftraticall- As Atbaliah cryed Trea~ 
fon , Treafon , when her felf was the greateft tray tour: and as in Nerd a dayes Sedi¬ 
tion was unicum crimen corum qui crimine vacabunt , laid ordinarily to the charge 
of thofe that were moft free from it, fo was it here. Amos hath conjpired &c* 
u whereas Amos might well bavefaidas Latimer did, As for fedition, for ought 
“ that I know, methinks I fhould not need Chrift, if I might fo fay. Religion 
is an utter enemy to rebellion: and as there are few confcionable Chriftians, ( Pro¬ 
phets efpecially ) that have not pafled under this calumniation : fo he cannot be 
rightly efteemed fuch an one, that deferveth it. But Amazing honour and in¬ 
comes were now at flake: as he well perceived when he heard A*» w fey* Go not 
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Up to Bethe-el &c. the high-places of Ifaac/Ball be dcftrojed and hence his zcale ' 

againft. the Prophet, like as Erafmus told the Eleftour of Saxony, that’the Pope 
and his fhavclings were therefore fo fliarp fee againft Luther , becaufe he lifted at the 
triple crown; and fought to bring down the monks fat paunches. l ' 
the land is not able to beare all his words'} his burdenfoihe prophefies ( See Mai 
1. 1. with the Note ) much Idle can I endure them, or any faithfull fervant of 
thine, true to his truft. Sucha lyingaccufation weread of Efih. 3. 8. made by 
haughty Human agatnft the innocent Jewes, that they kept not the kings lawc- 
and that therefore it were good policy to weed them out, as not to be longer en¬ 
dured. So Francis King of France, defiring to excufe to the Proteflant-Princes of 
Germany his cruell perforation of the Lutherans in his Kingdome, wrot to them 
that he looked upon them ail as Knabaptifis, and as enemies to civil government - 
and therefore uledfuch feverity againft them. This gave occafion to Calvin to 
write his admirable Infiitutions to vindicate our religion from that foule afperfion : Sauhet. An - 
The like diveliih policy was afterwards nfed to blanch over that horrid French ™/. 4 Si* 
maffacre. For it was given out, that the Proteftants had confpired againft the 
King,_ the Qirccn-mother, the kings brethren, the king of Navarre , and the Prin- 
ces ofthe blood. There was alfo coyneilamped in memory of the matter in the 
forepart whereof with the kings pidure was this infeription, Virtus in rebelles : cmbd.ElU 
and on the other fide, Tietas cxcitavit Jufiitiam: Piety hath ftirred iip juftice fab- 163* 
Here was a faire glove drawn upon a foule hand : and this they learned ofthe 
devill, who was firfl a flanderer and then a iniirthcrcr: as thofe that have a mind 
to kill another mans dog, make the world bclecve he was mad firft, that they mav 
do it with the better pretext, * j. 

Verfc Ii. For thus Amo s faith 9 fereboam fall die by the fword &c 1 When did 
Amos fay fo ? he find indeed thatthehoufeof fhould be fmitten with the 

fword ver. 9. and this Amaziah malicioufly transferred to the perfonof Jeroboam 
the more to enragehim againft the Prophet: whom therefore he nameth once and’ 
agame, to create him the .more difpleafure. That Jeroboam died by the fword 
we read nor,but that his fon Zechary was flaiie, arid his lioufe deftroyed in the next 
generation wc find 2 King. ij. accprding to Amos his Prophecy. But to colour 
this calumny, fome truth fhall be admingled; * 

and Ifraelfhell furclj be led away captive} This indeed the Prophet had oft 
affirmed, (though notin any of thofe three laft vifions-) and it proved too true : 
but becaufc Amos feith fo, he muft.pafle for a traytour againft the majefty both of 
the kingand ofthe people. What an impudent fycopharit was this? The king and 
people arc pretended: and what good fubjed can endure it ? but that which ir¬ 
ked him was, that his own authority was by this plain-dealing Prophet impaired 
arid his gaine like to be l eflened, if the fuperftition of Bethel were thus decried. It 
is fiid of P hi ugitts and Sidonius ( authours ofthe Interim in Germany ) that: among 
other points of Popery therein defended, they fpalcc much for Chrtfme and ex- 
treame unftion, ut ipfidifferent unclores, that thereby they rriighthold'fat biffio- \ 

pricks. Such arguments pre\/aile much with all felf-feekers, whdfe covetouf- 
neffeand ambition ufually ride without reines, and over whofe neck it mattereth 
not. . - 

Veefe it. Alfo hmaziahfaid unto Amos} After he had malicioufly mifinformed 
the king, but prevailed not ; fo God would haV-e it, ii? whofe heart is the kings 
hand & who rebuketh even kings for their fakes, faying,^ my Prophets no harms. 

O thou Seer} Faire words ; the better to infinuate. 

Mel in ore , verba laElis : 

Fclincorde t frausinfactii . 

Sometthink'hc calleth the Prophet thus by way of jeare, quaffatidicumautfam 2 
ZT& a f n a /? rtunc -f cUcr . ordift wded. Others, tfait he giveth the Prophet good . , , 
Words, and feemeth to give him good counfel, as fearing the people, with whom v 

L a r d J hc J cfore the kin S was told oFaconfpu-acy againft hg<imftctt ' 
him m the middefi of the houfe of Ifrael, verfe. l oT 

Flee-thee <ftoay into th e land offttdah} Age. fuge : as a friend wrote to Brcntius, 

when 
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t when he was in danger to be furprized by the Empcrours Agent Fu<r e f 
Bnnti cito, citius, citijfimeflic for thy life, haft, haft, haft.. So the Pharifees (8? 
no great love, before, but only tobefairelyrid of him ) came and faid to Chrift ‘ 
Get thee out and depart hence : for Herod widkillthee Luk- 13. -31. rur » 

into the land of Judah} This hefpeaketh fcornfully, <3. d. we arc not good eftonoh 
for you ? you are ib ftrift &c. ° l 

and there eat bread, and prophefie there] Invidiose omnia dr contemptim dicif' If 
you flay hearc, you may hap to ftarve For it. Away therefore into your own 
country : and there make theea living by prophelying. He feemes tomeafure 
Amoi by himfelf: as if he were of thole that prophefied, for ** handfull ofbarh 
and amorfell of bread, E*ek„ 13 ,9. Mic. 3. and as a certainc Popifh Prieft 
confeffed concerning himfelf and bisfjmmifts, We preach the gofpelliaid he ul 
turn ut nos pafrat dr veftiat, only to pick a living out of it, ’ 

Vcrfe 13. But prop hefe not any more at Bethel'} Take heed of that: left 
diffufing too much light atnongft us, thou marre our markets, and hinder the fale 
ofourfalfe wares This was the naked truth of the bufmeffc: though fomethiup 

clfe was pretended, and the kings intereft pleaded. • ™ 

for it lathe kings Chappell and the kings courQ Touch theft mountnines and they\ 
tv tilJmsakst Truth is a good miftreffe, but fuch of her fervants as follow her tooclofe 
at heeles, may hap to have their teeth ftruck out- *Ahab hateth Michaiah • and 
Herod, Iohn Baptifr >d the Pope SavanaroU , for their plainc dealing, laying them 
faft enough for it. Great ones love it S J>s» a iTwsa they muft heare plcafing things: 

U f au tSj lt mu ^ done with frlken words, as She laid. They are 

ufually befet with their Atones and Negones as One hath it, that will lay as they lav: 
& mrifica eftfympathia inter magnates & parafitos, and there is a wooderiuU fyml 
pathy betwixt kings and court-parafites, as was betwixt Ahab and the falfe pro. 
phets. Few Veftafrant are to be found ( of whom as it was faid, that he was the 
only One who was made the better man by being made Emperour, fo ) Quintilian 
cororaendcth him for this, that he was patientijjfimus vert moll patient of truth 
though never fo (harp. Jeroboam was none fuch : or at kaft Amaziah the Prieft 
of Bethel would make, the Prophet fo beleeve, when he tells him it is the kings 
Z/^^ l iayref0rtrUth 10 brWth mil verit * te & r * vi "*t ”ihilaffentati^ 

1. Vcrfe 14. Then angered Amos and faid to Amaziah] With no leffe courage, I 
fuppofc, then Paul ^and Barnabas ufed to the ftubbornc Jewcs AH, 12. 46. or 
ya i en f } the Em^rour, or Johannes Sarisburienfis to the Pope Anno 154. 

or Bifiiop^/ 7 when offering to preach before the Lady Mary, and receivinga 
repulfc hewas broughcbySr. Thomas Wharton her fervant to the dining place 
and defired to drink. Which after he had done, he paufed a whille looking very 
fadly : and fodainely brake out into thefe words. Sbrely I have done amifl'c: why 

^J^f km8 ?V/° rIbavedrunk ’ faidHe > in that P lacc whereGcd-sword 
ottered hath been refufed: whereas if I had remembred my duty, I had departed 
imtnediacely and ftaken off the daft of my (hoots, fora teftimony agaiaftdus 

rWroJ h 5 e .l, WO J Were r b 5 ' thc . flid ?if°p *P ok ™ With luch a vehemency, 
header °* tbe kcarCrs a ^ tc £Wards confeffed the haires to ftand upright on their 

neither have Prophets fin} Neither born, nor bred a Prophet: 

rail therern y or ambitioufly put my felf upon this tremerid employment: 
XS 2 [ ,S ! xt ^ ord > nai ’y- The Prophets fcholars were calicd P their fins 
lTi 3 ’ 5 * 7 l^' E f a - 8 - 1 8. Mar. lo. 24. 1 Cor. 4. 14,17. 
and hardl!Thiw( r" and a gatherer of Sicomorc fruit] Ofmeane condition, 
nhet ^ L L^ t ? at J I r C ,° Uld IfVc with a little, and needed not to turn Pro! 
but deafe BionlrL * * f °° d *J ke9 n ° ne faid to tilc Philofopher, If you will. 
Andif unu ^ ounee ^ ” ot / ee ^ upon green herbs, he presently relied, 

'* a UP ° n S re ? n , ^es, you need not pleafe Dionyfrus. VTureis 

s=:^ys^.Si.s.\-ssr 6 ™ , ” ,M 

Chriftu s 


Chriflus idiotas, fid'ecM&Vii in f rudebt'es : Jfrnul^ue dona dedit , & minifreria 
Tie called theln to tht office,and Withall heglftetl them. He called alfo learned Ndl 
thantel, and Nicodemus, a Mafter in lftael: left, if he had called none but fuch as 
were frttiplc, -( ftich M. de ’f utVeCremdia ) it Should have been thought, they had 
been deceived, through Aeit fitnplicity. But it is Gods way to chufe the fbolifh 
tilings of the world, to confound the Wife - and things that are .not, to bring to 
nought things that are, that no flefh fhould glory in his prefence, 1 Cor. 1. 27, 

28, 29* f ' .. ’ • ■ • ■ - ■ 

and the Loind faid. uiito me , ] He often inculcatesthe'Nhme of the Lord, to fhew 
that there was a neceftity of his prophefying : for who can fafely difobey fuch a 
commander. See chap. j. 8. Aut faciendum, ditt patiehdum. The Philofbpher 
could tell the Emperour, who challenged Kim to difpfice, that there was no conteft- 
ing with Him that had twchty Legions at hft tothtiiahd. ^ , 

fo prophefie unto my people Ifrael. ] Keep within my precin&s, and thou (halt bee 
fure of my protcBion : be true to. thy tiruft , and I. Will fee to thy fafcty. If thou 
l have not fine manchct (as ^ccr faid to Bhidford ^encouraging him tobeftow his ta¬ 
lent in preaching ) yet give the poor peoplebmrley-bttad, or what ever elfe the Lord 
hath committed unto thee. Having therefbre flicb a call from heaven to this work, Mon, 
with what face canft thou hinder me therein ? with whathoupter^nce will ye appear , 454 - 
beforethe judgement-feat of Chrift ( fajd Dr. Tajldur Martyr to Stephen Gardiner, 

Lord Chaticcliour, who had thus faluted him, Art thbu coinc, tbouviHain ? how 
dareft thou look rae in the face for fhame ? knowpft thou not who I am,&c ? ) How 
dare ye for fhame look any Chriftian man in the J&te,'Ifeeihg, you have forfaken the 
truth, denied our Saviour Chrift and his wprdj^aifd done contrary to your own 1387; , 
oath and writing. And, if I fhould be afraid of your Lordly looks, why fear you 
not God, the Lord of us.all ? who hath fent us oq hjs errand, wfiich we muft deli¬ 
ver, and truth he fpoken, however it be taktfn, 1 Cor. 9.16. 

Vrrfe 1 6. Now therefore hear thou the Word of the Lord, ] Hear,* thou defpifec 
and wonder, and perifh: for I work a work in thy dayes, a work which thou wilt in 
no wife beleeve,though a,njandeclare it untojhee, Atts 13.41. But whether thou 
wilt hear, or forbeaif, beleeve or othertvifr, thy doom is determined, and fliall beo 
pronounced. Hear, therefore, and give ear : be not proud, for the Lord hath fpokin ^* Zc ^ , 3 * 2 7 * 
it. Oh that thou would ft give glory to the Lord , and confeffc thy firinc 1 Oh 
that thou wouldft fubmitto Divine juftice, implore his mercy, and putting thy 
mouth in the duft, fay as once that good man did. Venial,-vcfiiat, verbuM Domini, . 

fubmittemus., ti Jexcentn fi nobts ejfent eolla. Let the Lord fpeak, for his fervant Mek ‘ • 
heareth l But becaufe there is little hopes of that, ftand forth and hear thy fentence 
and the evil that fhall befall thee,as ifureas the coat is oft thy backet die hSjfrt ip thy 
body. For hath the Lord fpoken, and mall he not do it } ‘ "5 " 

Thou fajefr prophefie not , l By a bold countermand to that of Gbdiifthfc for¬ 
mer verf. Gotfrophcfie^c. But tnoe to him tbatjtriveth 'frith his mak$r': ‘fit life pdt- E % 45 . 9 . 
frerd frrive with the potfherds of the cartk,}tf.mcn meddle with thei? tnitcKe^ and Kcdeftfio 
not with him ^that is mightier then they. ; * 9 

and drop not thj Voord^. which isas foarp as’ vul^,.aii.d.»Strd. ;^,;th6dhfe 
it were as fweec as honey, yet ft would Caufe pain to cxulceratC parts, ^h^n drdpped • 

upon them. , . . . $ ' . 

againfr the houfe of Jfaac; J though commanded' td$&6vierji;$. 
truths would be better diigefted. . • .1-. : ’-iX ' ■ , ■ ' . • I ' : V 

Verfe 17. Therefore thus'faith the 'Lord, Ytty Thou foait'^Ce flirt of ... 

thy (hare ip the common calaqitty, which tftou wilt not, hear of - buit thbh (halt] 
hear and be ajbamed , &c? Efayp.6.11. So littkis gotrtn.^y cliwarfing w 7 f h Gd(L. 
f n “ /^ n g tofruftratc bis conn fell. With .thefe frbWard pieces, God Will fhcW, : 
himfelf froward : and if they walk, contrary to him, fie wfll’alfo ■ wa/ffy ci:ojfe to) 
them: he will tame fuckfowdy rebels, as he did Pharaoh, and jtbaf wa^raifr h'iih a 9 '^ Ley.W" ' 

name: all they fhall get by-hirrr is but more weight of ^unjiftifoedt j ;a$Vhtn ' 
hotaktm had burnt ftremkt roul of curfes, all chat he gained, was thdftjh^r'oql fya«. 
renewed, and there wire added befidesthereunto, many like words, 1 Jer. 3^; 32.' Scd^ 
S 6 ^*^ 20 * 2 ; 1 ^ 1 3’4* and 22.25. Ath 5-jS, 39 - fbecounfel of Dumdevitd 
tjod (lattb Gregory) whiles fhunned, is executed .• the wildoih of man may wriggle, turimplitur, 
but cannot eftape. Thy 
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Kimcbi. 


Rev. 2.20. 
Per vim flu¬ 
ff abitur. 


Thy wife (hall be an harlot in tie city, ] a common ftrumpet, for a punifim^I 
of thy fpirituall harlotry - together with thy fedsicing my Servants to commit fi 
mention, and to eat things Sacrificed unto idols. * r ~ 

Or, thy wife frail be an harlot,] that is, {he fliallberavifliedby the enemy be 
fore thy face; fog beodoret,, Calvin, Mercer, Sec. See Efay 13.16- Lam. / lr 
The Jrifh rebels bound the husband to the bed-poft, whiles they abufed his wife be* 
fore his face. * ' . ■ : * 

And thy fehnes and thy daughters frail fall by the fword,] becaufe thou haft ta¬ 
ken my Tonnes and my daughters, and thefe haft thou facrificcd unto devils to be 
devoured. Is this of thy whoredoms a fmall matter, that thou haft (lain my chil¬ 
dren, and brought them forth to the murtherer ? E*^. 16. 20, ai. that thou halt 
fent To many fouls to hell, and nuzled up thine own Tons and daughters in ignorance 
and luperftition, being therein, rather a parricide then a parent ? . 

Thy land frail be divided by line,] thy purchafes (hall be parted among the en*. 
Virg.Echg. m,cs: thine ill-gotten riches (hall be made a fpoil to thefouldier. Impius hac &c# 
and thou fr alt die in a polluted land,] i.e. In Ajfyria, filled with the unclear 
nejfe of the inhabitants , from comer to corner, is Canaan was, a tj.it.Ley.16 38 

Here thou (halt die for thine abominable idolatries, to thy great regret. Seldom do 
fuch efcape the vifible vengeance of God, as by virulent tongues, or violent han^ 
perfccute his true Prophets. Whether Amos for his boldncffe was firll fcourged by 
Amaziah, and then wounded to death byhisfo nVniah (as fome will Jisun- 


Peremptores 
potius qu<tm 
par tales. Bern. 


and Ifracl frail furcly, ] though thou, wouldft not believe it, verfe 1 


CHAP, -vni . 

Verfe 1. *T*tfus hath the Lord God freWed unto we,] vU. in this fourth vifion, 
1 whereby ( for better affurance, and tofhake them out of their defpc- 
rate fecurity ) Ifraels utter ruinc is again foretold, by a lively type, which is here, 
3 • propounded ; 2. expounded, verfe 3 ,5. that he may run that readeth it,and none 
Hab. 2.9.’ may fell, but with open eyes. 

And behold a bask£t ] made up haply in the form of a dog , as the word Caleb 
feemeth to import. 

of Summer-fruits, ] Heb. of Summer ; that is, of that which the fummer afFor- : 
deth: toward the end of it efpccially, when fruits ripen, and even fall into the 
w a hand of the gatherer. The fummer it felf hath its denomination from a root that 

yZl fi gnifieth to*Wak$n : becaufe then the fruits and flowers, that feemed to be afleep\ 

all winter-long, do awake, as it were, and (hew themfclves. 

Verfe 2. Amos, what feeftthoui ] This the Lordasketh, toftir up attention 
■ and affection in the Prophet; who might haply need as much to be aixoufed, as 
Zachary in like cafe did, chap. 4.1. with whom it fared as with a drowfie perfon, 

. ^ho though awaked and fet.to work, is ready to fleep at it. 

and 1 faid, A basketof Summer-fruit ,] Apples,faith Jerome, figs,favothers: 
Hev.14.20; and why not as well grapes ripened in the Summer-fun-fliine ? Whereby the Holy 
fe *S- is. Ghoft in the Revelation, deferibeth fuch as are ready' ripe foiyhe wine-preffe of 
^ Gods wrath ? Nahum comp^reth them to ftubble,laid out in the Sun a-drying, that 
it may burn the better, Nah. 1.10. 

- ^eend ** come upon my people,"] An elegancy in the Originall beyond Englilh- 
ihg: the Latine Interpreters have (fome of them ) affayed- the like, but they fall 
ferre rnort of it. The Old Teftamcnt is fell of fifth Agnominations*, and God 
feemeth delighted with them. See Jw*. 1,11,12. 47.43,44. Lam.^q. 

1 Amos $.$.Mic.i.io^i/p.Zepb.2ap. Exod. 2.10. Gen. 3.20. & 4.1^ 25. & 5.29 & 17. 
5. & 2i.5 9 6,&c. There is a pedantique ftile, and a majeftick : an effeminate eloq- 
quence, and a manly. This latter is lawfully aiid may very well become the man of. 
God; who yet muft not wit-wanton ic in weightieft matters; but (hun thofe more 
gay and lighter flallies, and fiouridies, wherewith the emptieft Cellcs affeft to bee 


Chap.8. the Prophetic gf Amos. 

moft fraught:. as they, who for want of wares intfftir (hops, fetup painted blocks 
1 to fill up vacant (helves, as One well exprefleth it. 

The end is come upon my people, ] Exitus & exitium. As the fummer is the end 
of the yeer, and the time of ripening, fruits: fd,*now that this people are ripe for 
ruine, An end is come , ts comc,tseomt, it watchcth for them, behold it is tome E^ek 
7. 6, 7. even the precife time and terme of their finall overthrow. 5 

/ will not again paffe.by them anymore. ] See chap. 7. 8. God can paffe bj that 
is, pardon his people better then any other, Mic. 7.18. (like as they that are born Ephef.e. 
of God, and partake of the Divine nature, can bear wrongs beft of any compell 
them to go a mile, they’l be content, if it may do*'good, to go two: yea as ferre 
as the frees of the preparation cflbeGofrel of peace will carry them.,) But as the 
Saints of God may not be therefore injured ( which was Julians jearing crueJtv ) 
becaufe they arc meek: To muft not God be prefuraed upon and provoked: becaufe 
he is mercifull. There is mercy with him, that he may be feared, faith the Pfalmift- 
for abufed mercy turneth into fury : and opportunities of grace are oft fo head¬ 
long,, that if oncepaft, they are irrecoverable. Wo be to that people, or perfon; 
to whom God (hall fay , I will not again, paffe by you any more. 

Verfe 3 And the fangs of the temple frail be bowlings ,] Heb. frail hoWle, fliali 
be turned into the black^fantis, as they call it, ( cantnsin planftum Utitia in la¬ 
chrymal ) fuch as I hate, cb*p.$. 23, and [feel it grating mine ears, as an harmo- 
ma difeors. 

there (ball bee many dead bodies in every place.] Either through peftilencfr 
or fword. Others read it thus. In every place it frail bet faid ,Vroijce, fi¬ 
le, Out with them;. Make no words.- an earned Apofiopefis (See chap. 6. 10. 
with the Npte.) q. d. Patiently acquiefce in the j*uft judgement of Jo mighty a 
God. Or, throw thefe dead bodies into pits, and fay nothing: left we be fequeftred 
as unclean by the law. It is no fmall mifery to be underjbardand heavy croffes, and 
yet to be forced to dififemble and (upprfcffe them; to bite in pain andtodifgeft 
grief, as horfes do their choler, by bking oh the bridle. / W/ps dumb With filence, 
iaith David, I held my'peace even from good, that is,from juftdefcnce,^ my for- 
row was fhrred thereby ; my fore was exulcerate,Tf«W, (as the Greek there faith) 
and, increafed, Pfal. 39. z. <Giveforrow a vent, and it will wear away. 

Verfe 4 - Hear this, ye that fWaUoW up the needy, ] that foop them up, as drink' 

(our word foop, feems to come of the Hebrew Shaaph) that would make but a 
breakfaft, nay but a bit of them: that would fwajlow them at onpe down their 
wide gullets, and do, for that purpofe, pant and even feint, as well-nigh wiiidlefle 
after them, to devour them. Hence they are called. Man-eaters, Cannibals Vfal. 

14.4* See chap. 2. 7. with the Note. 

even to make the poor of the land to fail. ] Hek the meek, of the land. Poverty 
Ihould meeken and tame mens fpirits : howbeit fome are humbled, but not humble : 
low, but not lowly. Thofe that are both, are'oft opprefled by theGreat Ones of • 
the earth: and even devoured, as the lelfer fiflj arciy j:hc bigger. Te have con¬ 
demned and killed the juft , faith St. Iambs to the wicked rich men of his time, and he 
doth not refift yon, chap. 5 i6. He onely committeth his caufe to him that judgeth- • 
righteoufly, 1 Pft. 2. 23. and indeed he need do no more then fo: fofGodisrhe 
poor-mans king, as James the fifth of Scotland was termed for his charity: yejj .he 
is the worlds refuge, Awlen Venaugh, as the great Turk vainghprioufly ftileth him- 
felf, and would have the world to take notice, that fuch poor people as lament to 
him, (hall be relieved by him, although his minifteri: feil them, or abufe them, 
through their injuftice, to make the foor cf the land fail. For the ppprefiion of the 
poor, for the lighing of the needy, now will I arife, faith the Lord. .1 will fet him 
in iafety from him that puffeth at him, Pfal. 11.5. Neither doth God fay it onely; 

( though that were fufficient) but fwear it too in'this chapter i yea in this text (the 
two next following verfes are put in as by a parenthefis ) and thefe Cormorants are 
called upon to hear it, and not to pafle it by with a deaf, ear, tdnquam monftra ma- 
as fuch kind of creatures ufe to dol 

Verfe $» laying, when will the N ew-moon be gone, 8cc. j O, what a wearinejfe it is I 
and yehavefnujfedatit, Mal.x. 13. Seethe Note there. ThisycW/W, or 
thought at leaft: and God knoweth the language of your hearts. He preflerh upon 

A a no 
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no man; neither will he accept of that fer vice that is preffed, out of people as 
n Cbb h ver i uice out of a crab. All his feints arc free-hearted V(al. no. 3. all his fouldiers 
tbey callDeft- volunteer's : they welcome the fabbath, as that holy man did, who went forth to 
demm die- meet and falute it with Vent fponfa mea, Gome my fweet fponfe, I have dearely 

rum. longed for thee. They alfo pafle it over with /insular delight, E fay. 5 8,13. wal¬ 

king into Chrifts garden of fpirituall duties, whereof there is To great variety for 
Cafit. 2. the good foule to breath it (elfin and not be fated: andthen are takeminto Chrifts 
, Cor. 2. wine-cellar, and ( after an holy manner ) inebriated with divine coafolations: fuch 
as the cockjn thedunghil knowesnot, fuch arpafsall carnall mens underftandine 
They find no more rellifh in holy dayes and duties, then they do in the white of an 
eggeor in adry chip: the work they dost fuel! times, for faQiion-fake or feare 
of law &c. is dead work , as the Apoftle caiieth'ir: they fit in the docks when they 
arc at prayers, and come out of the Ghiirch when the tedious fermon runs fome- 
what beyond the houre, as prifoners do out ofa jayle &c. they cannot tell how to 
weareoutthe fabbath, which therefore they with over, and con dandy violate 
either by eorporall labour, or elfe (which is as bad, or worfe ) by fpirimall idle- 
nefle. Full ill would thefe man addere de prbfano ad facrum, ( as the Jewcs&y we 
Buxtorf. fhould do,) pronouncing thofe happy, that begin the fabbath with thofc of Tibe^ 

Jnag ' J rias, and end it with thofe'of *Tfepphore ( the former began it fooner then-others ' 

the later continued it longer. Full ill would they have liked our King Edgars law* 
All. & Mon. that Sunday fhould be folemnized from Saturday nine of the clock till Mundtir 
morning. Full loth would thefe men be to beg Davids office out of his hand ef 
, being a doore»k"per in Gods houfe : that is^to be firft in and laft out. And what 
would they do to keep an everlaftingfabbath in heaven, that arefo troubled, and 
even tired out withfo fhort an attendance on the Lords-day : not without a world 
of wilfull diftraftions, fuch as fpoyleand fly-blow their performances, fo that they 
(link inthenoftrilsofthe Almighty. J 

and the fabbath ] Not the fabbath of the fcventh yearc (called Shemittah Re- 
miffion Levit. 25. ; as fome wpuld *ave it meant: but the weekly fabbath 
which the unrighteous Mammonifts ; hen; cry. out of, as if on that day the Sun 
, proceeded a flower pace then 6n others 5- and they greatly grutcht luccllutnfuum 
De* cultui cedere that God fhould be ferved, to their disadvantage. Their fingers 
therefore itch to be fetting cut com : and' they as dearely defire it as David did 
Onu , qunndt once to come and appeare before the Lord. As He had his, when fall I come, by 

te afpiciami way of mttiPfal, 42; 3. fo they had their When fhall we fell corn ? when (hall 

Herat. we fet forth wheat ? Surely as Davids foule longed fore to go forth unto A bfalem 

2 Sam. 13. 39 - fo that he could, have found-in his heart, but for dark fliame. to 
have gone himfelf and fetched him home: fo was it with thefe gripple com-ma- 
Fvn ., e8fe fters thefi tfrtmenticorraforer&veluti corrofores Prov . n. 26. They had a good 
34, 2 ..Uv on the New-moones and fabbaths; bue that they were 

23.S. Nth. ^tly forbidden by the law, made on pur pofe for thefe lawleffe and difbedient, 1 
io. 3 2.&i 3 . Tim. 1. 9. thefemafterlefs monfters, theft yokel ef$ Belialilts, to be to them as 
I chaines and fliackIes > to confix them (as Solomons command did Shimei drat they 

icm. aam. may not leape over the pale after profit and pleafure, or 'if they do, they maydye 
font,) Efaj 66. 23. it is prophecy ed that, in the reftitution of the church from 
on t mo-moon to another , and from one fabbath to another (a$ oft as they come) with- 
out tire-iomeneffe, all flefh fhall Come to worfhip before the Lord, they (hall call 
th <2 fabbath a delight, the half of the Lord, honourable, Efay . 58. 13 . be rapt and* 
_ ‘ ravilhed in fpirit (lev. 1. 10. b^inthefear^ofthe Lord andfn the comfort of the 

Epjl. 3. ad holy Ghof-allthe day long, Uvzv^arimtmGUTt^Hv 3 (uhsm rfa x^esvra; faTritatias 
■"**' *?, thit - Sabbatiiefttotuslly, rejoycingin divine medjtatidns. This’wcll prafti- 
fed would take men offfrom the worlds tafteleffe fooleries (as his mouth will not 
water after homely provifions, that hath lately tafted of delicate fufiepancc ) It 
would alfo blefledly free them from thofe many foolifh atid hurtfull Iufts i Ti'm.6.9. 
thofe heavy forrowes and felf-ereatedmiftries, wherewith covetous caytiffes 
pierce them felves thorough, gall and gore-their' own heard and trouble their 
own houfes verfe. 10. taking no more reft,’'then if upon a rack, or bed of 
thornes. . 

making the Ephahfmall and thefiekel greatj Selling byfmall mealurcr/butfoc 

great 
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great rates: which was direftly againft the law Deut. 25. 15, 14. and that gol¬ 
den Rule of right, the ftandard of equity, the royall law of liberty Mat. 7. 12. 

Whatfsever ye would that men fhould do to you, do je even fo to them’ for this is the 
Law and the prophets : this is the fum of what they have faid, for duties of the 
fccond table.. ■< 

and fa/ffying the balances by deceit] Heb. preverting the ballances ofdcceit, that 
is ( by a metonymic as fob. 22. 6 . ) making thofe that were right, deceitfull. 

See Prov. 20. 10, 23. with the Notes there. Such falfifiers are counted no betr 
ter then Canaanites Hof. 12. 7. and fhall have fmall/oy of their curfedhoards of 
evill gotten gopds, 

Verfe 6. That We may buy the poore for fiver &c. J Thus the poorc alwayes 
pay for it: the modeft and mild poore, especially as ver. 4. Hence Poore andajjli «, 

Sled are put for one and the^fame Zeph. 3. 12. and to want, and to be abafid Philip. 

4.12. they that want fhall be fure to be abafed and abufed by the wretched rich, 
who will ever go over the hedge where it is lowed, and catch the poorc by draw¬ 
ing him into the nets Vfal. 10.9. that is into their debts, bonds, and mortgages, and 
at length making fuch their bendmen, by abufc of that pcrmillion Lev. 25 1 39. 
Sccchap.2.$. 

yea and fell the refufe \ of the Wheai] guifcjuiUof, the husks, more fit for pigs or 
poulrrey ; hardly mans meate, and yet held good enough for the poore: al- deciduum prat 
though their fiefh was as the fiefs of their brethren, and their children, as their chil- £ a ™nta.jhc 
dren Neh. 5. 5. however they ufed them. How farr were thefe rich wretches ' 
f orri mnf dering-the poore as Davids blefled man P fal. 41. 1. and as Dr. Taylonr. 
the Martyr did; whole cuftomc was once in a fortnight at lead to go to poore mens 
houfes, look into their cupbords, fee how they fared, and what they lacked: A ®' 
that he might either make or procure them a fupply from fuch as were better 
able? 

• Verfe 7. The Lord hath fworn by the excellency of Jacob] i. c. by himfelf the 
matter of Jacobs chief boading, there being no God like unto their God (their 
enemies themfelve^ being judges Dent. 32. 31. ) neither any nationfo greatasto 
have God fo nigh unto them as Hrael had, in all things that they called upon him 
for. Dent. 4.7. Jo that this oath of God grates upon their Ingraticude for fuch 
imparallelpriviledges,and it is uttered in great wrath, asappearethby the follow¬ 
ing angry Apofoptfs ( wherein the Apodofs is not fet down but underdood.) 

Jf 1 ever forget any of their workes ] forget to punifh them. Thefe oaths, cum 
reticentia are very dreadfull. Take heed led by ftubbornneffe we provoke God to Pfal* 
ffteare in his wrath that we Jh all not enter into his ref. Take heed led a promife of 
enrring being left us, andaprofcr made'us, we fhould feem to come Ihorcofit, 9 eb * 4 ; r - 
to come lag or late, a day after the faire, an houre after the fead. God is now more v * ftix * mh 
quick and peremptory then ever in rejc&ing men that negleid fo great falvation 
Heb. 2. 3. the time is Ihorter, he will not wait fo long as he was wont to do. He 
that beleeveth and is baptized fall be fsved : ■ he that beleeveth not, fiafl be dam* Mar. itf. itf. 
ned. Surely God will finiflj the work, and cut it fbort in. righteoufneffe : becaufe a Rom. p. a8. 
fhort work will he make in the earth. The time is forty faith the Apoftlc 1 Cor . 

7*. 29. a metaphor ( fay fome ) from a piece of cloth rolled up, only a little lefc at 

the end. Lotus thereforefeare (as the lame Apoftle infcrrech upon the confide? 

ration of Gods oath Heb. 3. 18. with4. !•) and let our feare not weaken but 

waken our dilig nee in well-doing, left hefwcareand repent not, left he come tq 

a relblution and decree ( Gods oath is nothing elfe but his inviolable and irtyariable 

decree ) to caft us off, as he did Saul, for his wilfull dilobedience 1 Sam. 15. Saul 

lived long after his uccer rejeftion, and men conld lee no alteration in his outward 

condition : bucGod had fworn, as hcrc 5 never to forget any' of his works. Now 

faith Samuel to him ( and it is fearcfull) the Eternity of Ifrael ( the Excellency of 1 Sara, r $,»$«, 

Jacob 1 ) will not lie, nor repent 1 for he is not. a man that he fottld repent. Do not 

think tiiisa cafe that feldome comes : it is done every day upon fome or other, 

faith a great Divine: but woe be to that man upon whom it is done ; it bad been 

much berter for himtha the had not been born, Mat. 2 6 . 24. Oh confider this all 

ye that forget God, left he fwear by his excellency} Straef) I will never forget any of 

your works. 
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y cr r e g, shall not the land trembleforthie q. d. So great arc the oppreffioos 
here exe cifed, that the very axletrcc ofthc earth is even ready to crack under them. 
Amaz.UK that hedge-prieft of Bethel, had faid of our Prophet that the land was 
not able ro beareall his words, chap. 7. 10. but Amo*. more truely alhrmetb, that 

the land trembled under their many and mighty fins, and could beare them no Ion- 

cer: the earth-quake fell out about this time Am. 1. 1. anditwasajut wonder, 
that the earth had not opened her wide mouth, and fwallowcd them all up qu.ck 
into hell as Numb. 16. 31, ja. and as it did a great part of the city ofAmoch 
Anno. 5 Z7. foe their horrible hcrefies and blalphcmies there held and broached by 

hC ^£m»rw]. i. e. finart, tillthey mourn.. Nitionali fins bring nationall 
ola^ues The Htbrcwcs hold that there is not a worfe fin then Opprelhon: St. James , 
la lt h that it cryes to heaven, and entretb into the cares of the Lord of fabbath Jam. 

<. 4.V ho will not fa. le to beare, for he is gracious Exod. 22. 

? and itfral/rije uo ivkoly as a jlood] i,e. The land fhall rife up, fiiallfcem to do 
fo when it is floated and over-covered with water: as the (haggards held is laid 
to’rjfe up or afcerrl with thorns, that is to be overgrown therewith. Here then is 
threatened an overflowing fcourge, an univerfall deftruftion covering the face 
of the countrey, as N Urn doth a great part of the land of Egypt every .yeaie lea¬ 
ving much mud behind it: whereof fee Pliny and other Authours. Mercer thinks 
the words would be belt read by interrogation, as the former, thus, and frailtt not 
rife up wholy as a flood ? q. Q. Hull it not be turned into a large lake, as once Sodom 
and her fillers were for like cruelties to thepoorc ? E&cb. 1 6. 

Verfe 9. And it frail come to pa ffe in that day &c. ] Here the Lord threateneth 
/ faith M". Viod.ite ) to encumber the land with horrible and mournfull calami¬ 
ties, when it Ihall be leaft thought of. Earthquakes, inundations, fuddame and 
drcadfull darknefles are fure effetfs and fignes of Gods heavy difpleafurc againit 
mens fins Pfal. 18.8,12. Mat. 24.-Z.vk, »!• 10. as Another noteth. Seea 

like text, W. is-8,9. and promife contrary to this threat 5,6. 

caufc the (unto go down at noon] A fuddain change, as was at Sodom . the 
Sun was fabe rifen upon it that very day that it was dellroyed in, Gen. 19* 2,3,14. 
as at Babylon, when furpmed by Cyrus, they could not at firft beleevc their own 
calamity: as it was with Jerufafcm often, and ihall be with Rome Rev. 18. 7* ®- 
Shc faith in her heart , 1 frail fee no for row. Therefore frail her plagues come tnm 
day, death and mourning and famine Crc. to confute their fond conceit of an ctcrnall 

Empire. For when they (hall fay Peace and fafety , then fhall fudden definition 
come upon them, as travaile upon a woman with child, and they fhall not cfcape 
iThif. y. 3. Philolophers'fay, that before a fiiovv, the weather will be warraiih : \ 
when the wind lies, the great raine falles: and the ayreis moll quiet whenfud- 
dainly there will be an earthquake. Pharaoh had all faire weather made before 
him, till the inflant that he was drowned in the fea. Nebuchadnezzar, Herod, 
and other tyrants were fmitten in the height of their pride, and ruffe of their lollity. 
Terufalem had three yeares great plenty before her laft deftruftion, of which tome 
interpret this Text. Thofe feven once flonrifiiing Churches of Afia, how glori¬ 
ous and refplendent were they tillthey had finned away their light? The lame 
might be faid of many others : and who knowes how foon it may be faid alfo oY 
us ? who knowes whether we be not even now, upon the very Troptkps and tur¬ 
ning-points of time ? Surely Gods patience towards us quo diutttrnior co rrnnmor 
the longer it laflech the more cvillis toward us, if wc abufc ir. ifinalan o 
light we love darkneffe better then light, wc may foon have enough of it. *tierr, 
;ol. in Britannia non occidcre nec refurgere retyjit Tacitus. Tacitus telleth us that at 
fome time of they care, the Sun feemeth neither to rife nor fall in this country: 
but fo lightly to pafs from us in the night, that you can fcarce difeern day from 
night. Of England for this many yeares it may b? faid, as Solinus doth or me 
Rhodes, that it i sfemper in Sole fit a ever in the Sun. How long it fhall be fo, He 
alone knowes that knowes all. Walk whiles ye have the light: and pray that 
God would difcloud thefe gloomy dayes with the beames of bis mercy, and not 
caufe our Sun to go down at noon, nor our land to be darkened in the clear day; 
Oh flop this Sun of rightcoufneffe polling ( as it may feem ) from us( when we 
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blind man cried luflily, Jefus though journying ftood Hill) toy him by your impor- 
tunitics, as thofe two did at Emaus and fay, 

Vejperajam venit; nobifeutn, Chrifte nrancto , 

E xtingui l(teem nec patiare tuam.' 

Verfe jo And I tv ill turn your feafts into mourning] Whether your idolatrous 
fcafts and tcmple-mufick whereby you vaincly conceit to bcTecured from danger, 
favinff Js not the Lord among ft us ? what eviU can comeunto us. Or your common 
fcafts,"whereat you hive fongs to cheer you np, andfoto put (arrow from your 
hearts, and evillfrom your flcfli, nourifhing your felves asm a day of (laughter, 
or good cheer jam , 5. 5. All fhall b c turned into mourning, funerall mourning, 

and I Veillbring up faek~cloth upon all loynes] for a token of your great griefi as 
the cuftome then was, and is ftill for mourning-wcedcs. The Hebe w word lack 
is the fame in almoft all languages ; which fheweth that the Hebrew is the mother 

ofall the reft, faith Mercer. . _ 

and baldneffe upon every head] you fhall pull off your haire for grief; Or, becanfe 
they had learned of the Heathens their neighbours, m token of lamentation, to 
fhavc their heades E *ech. 7. i«. J*- 43- 37* bc f ds *°° £ 2 * which yet 

was forbidden them to do,2^. 29, 27* and 21,9. unleffeit were to frew their ior- 

rowfor GxxEfa. aj. 12. . - ^ T , 

and I Veill make it as the mourning of an only fond which was very bitter Jer. 6.26. 
lech. i 2 J 10. The Ioffe of a loving yokefellow is more grievous then that of a 
fon : but to father and mother together nothing more bitter then lutiuofafaecundt - 
tas( Lata s cafe in Hicromc ) to bury many children, and efpecially co bury all 

m ^nd the end thereof as a bitter dayj Thereof, that is, either of that land, or of 
that lamentation, there fhall be bitterneffe in the end. So the Poet 

Nunc & amara dies, & no Elis amarior umbra eft ^ ^ ^ = 

Omnia Jam trifti temp ora felle madent. 

How could it be otherwife then extream bitter with this people, when heaven and 

earth confpired to punifh them ? neither had they the good word of God (called 

the word of his patience, written on purpofc that wc through patience and com- Rev. 3. 10. 

fort of the fcripturcs might have hope Rom. 15. 4.-that out of thole breaflsot 

confolation we might fuck and be fiitisficd. E/a. 66 . r 1. ) to fuccour them^nd keep 

from fwooning Pfal. 119. 92. And this was the greateft .plague of aUthcrefl.andis 

therefore referved to the laft place, detemma tanqitam colophon, a? a molt 

"“vlTii. Behold the dalej cornel Bcholdit; for it is a juft wonder : the Ion) | 

crcatcthanewthingintheearth, when lfr«l ' (hould want the word ; J^.o 

whom were committed the oracles ofGod, J/««/ to whom God had fp*enby 

the mouth ofhis holy Prophets, which had been fince the world b o£n>na(wect Lee.Jc. 

ficceffion: See my Trie treafure pag. 3.4. He made known hts wayes toyUc/cr, , 

his arts and monuments to the children of Ifrael. Yet even ' 

corm-copiA of Gods word (hall now fuffer a famine of it: they fhall ha v c c aufef o^ 

-rv our m lie not our fries, there is m more in] P ref bet, nether »there imengf 
u^thffZh hJllgivfil 74- P. the word of God 

they (hall he hard put toT to come by it; Ama&ab and his complices foa t J 
need to pack away the Prophets, as chap. 7 - *2. and to bid them go preach clfe- 
where: for God will, fora fingular plague to an ^worthyr people wuhdraw 
them: the law fliallbeno more, the Prophets alfo (hall find no vifion from the 

L< that I Veill fend a famine in the land] Hob. I will let it out (fc. out of my_trc^fiiry ^ 
of plagues where 1 havc it ready, and defirous to be a broad ) an tun 1 
which before I kept up, asawitf bcaft, that it might not hurt no dcftroyin^ S«mg- 
mine holy mountainc: nowit fhall out amongft you, and^thcdcvi. V , ^ 

12,12. with hell at thchceles of it. Aa 3 
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me a famine of trend.-} though that’s very grievous, Lam. i. 

30. and 4. 4 9. and 5. 16. and puts people to many hard (halts ’and eatrem'' 2 ’ 
(as were eafie to tnftance) even to the eating of one another 

mra ihirft for water} a torment more intolerable then the former Zy/imaA 
to fave his life parted with Ins kingdom for a draught of water ^JPWchiu 

But of heating the word of the Lord,] which ii tpaiulum anima the fouls nro„ 
food, fuch as (he cannot live without: but when God feerh hi. „‘",1 po f * 
. and lying under the table, 'tis juft w,th him to calko the enemv 
was lo with thof. feven churches of Afin among many other ■ JSFt ? 

1 of Africa that vaft Continent (thrice as large as Enron A in u , W tb tbofc 

i any region intirely pofTe/Ted by Chriftians, but the kingdom of % ,Sn0t 

for the large region of Nubia which had from rfi*. A „ihi • 1 for as 

profefted die Chriftian faith ‘t^iath^agafn^bove'a^hundr^'yeer^fince^oifak^ 
it, and embraced inftead of it, partly Mahumetanilme nr,A n St u f r° J faken 
> time by the moft miferable occafionriiac might bJ vL ; ? nd 

1 God, for Jack of Minifters. For, as A/vareTLrh ZnJS " f ® word of 

j king of Habajjias court, there were AmbafladonVc m r pa j b &t ” S bcin S ac the 
| a fupply of minifters toinftruft left““dto ! ' im f0t 

ruine amongft them ; but they were rejetted. P hriftianity, gone to 

P<>(f^akepf7(‘fE^'adiiforv/ai(on^ e butloU’iis T \abff m ^ Ve \l “ n ° ^ 

quarters to feek the word of theLori bUtloftlm Iabour ) ™" to all coafls and 

Jerabie by their own election : as Saul was who *c y ai< f f ,ieiefore m, “ 

live, and would have been full glad of hiscounftwhiles he was a- 
would not once worfhip God in Samuel worlhips ac length S r™ 1 * He tlia j 
no marvel. Satan wasnow become hisrefuge,and preachlth it fnnml 
now was darknelTe, his Prophet a ghoft: O wofuUonditinn p = Ii S 

now and then after this timc°Afat 2. ^j°\oh ^ Cbc ^ bad 

of Mofes ,and the Prophets interpreted after a fort hv rh ?£“1 aif ° 
whom (whiles they fat clofe in Mofes chair and L Pn r beS( : nbesand Phanfees, 
to hear. Mat. 33.2 3. which becaufeS^r/ P f "FS* menwere boundto 
in hell for ever, Luk. 16.24. And had he been^-anr^ hun § er andtl,irl * 

gain upon earth but one more fermon, how farre would not he ^* 3 ?^ i° f hearin S/“ 
it ? and how, as for life, would he have liftned to it > Pnr S u y have g one for 
for out of hell there is no redemption Si 8 0 ?nA C ° U l d not po/lib, y be > 
once comes, men can work no more N^'t is^ tim; noL^Z 
ceiving wages ; up therefore and be doin| whiles it is yet Lv Job Tf’ ff *' 

ye the Lord while he may be found Ef aJ < < 6 fl? £ r y V J \\ 2< 3 S, 3 *- fcek 
rioufly: Then (hall ve feek me and fin'd 5 £‘ , feekb,r " feafonably, feck him le- 
your heart, J er. 29. i*. That was a difmaIWi W en 7 C fearch for me with ail 
thofeftiffc-neckedjewes and uncircumrifd f°° m C ? C our Saviour paffed upon 
ly ftiles them ASt V?t \ rh T ^ fcd ^ hcarCand e ars,( as Saint Steven right- 

their fathers had been before them^Te/^f^^^ the Holy-Ghoft as ever 

whither l go ye cannot come Joh 8*21 ^ mjourfn^cs \ 

king a notfe like an hungry doe and 1 wandcr U P and down for meat, ma- 

Do not the miferable JcvJes doVo^lPthe^vorld 1 ^ nocP ? t *^ ed5 ^^ 59 - 1 4 > 1 5 * 
Meffias? quern tantisMatZ cj ,IW d 1 ^ C ° tIl [ S day ’. C f peAin S tbcir 
him, and praying for the rebuilding their tS.° ff n ^ w, , ndows t0 behoIJ 
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ry quickly, vpry quickly, very quickly, even in our dayes, now, this day befb^T^ ~ 

next, &c. Ah poor creatures 1 they would not, when time was, know in that their 
day the things which belonged to their peace ; therefore to this day they are hid 
from their eyes, and wrath is come upon them to the utmoft. Alterim perJitio ttta i v . 
fc cautio. Let their harmes be our warning, not to ftand out the day of «race not v ^ 
to furfeit of the word,Ieft we fuflfer a famine of itnot to retain the fnufe of our 5 
finnes, left tliey dim our candleftick : a removal whereof, except we repent mav ^ <7 
be as certainly iorefeen and foretold, as if vifions and letters were fent us from 1^ J ^ 
ven, as once to Ephefus celling them fo. Rev.z.$. And indeed it hath been the oni 
mon, and lsfhll the fear of fome not unconfiderable Divines, that Antichrift before 
his abolition, (hall once again overflow the whole face of the Weft and fuDDreffe % 
the whole proteftant Churches. Now if ever this come to paffe, (as’iuftly we mav 
fear it will) what may we thank but ourdeteftable JukewarmnefTe and loathing of 
the heavenly Manna, our not receiving the love of the truth, that we might be fa- 
ved for which caufe if God (hall fend us ftrong delofions, even the efficacy of er- = Thcfif. 
rour, that welhould believe a lie, that being infatuated we fhould be feduced 2,I ° 3 ,r * 
fork? ° S feduCed be damned > as Ati fi in gloffeth that text, whom can we blame 

Vcrfe 1 3- In that day (baH the fair virgins and yonna men faint for third "1 When 
God deprived! a people of his Ordinances, and fo withdraweth hisgradouspre- 
fence from them, whatwonder though temporal judgements come rufhmg in as by 
a (luce ? Perfecuce and take him, (faid Davids enemies; for God hath forfaken 
him and diere is none to deliver him, PfaL 71.11. The Philiftins are upon me, 
faith Saul, for God hath forfaken me. Behold , lam cafi out from thy preC/nce, faid 
Cam (that is, from my Others houfc where chine ordinances are adminiftred) and z 
tha-efore every onet.hntfindeth meJhnUfla, me.Gm. ^ 14. I n of the wane * 

of the word m the day of fpiritual famine and thrift, behold nliudex alio malum 
another tlurft ihall feife upon thechoyceft and faireft ; as flies fettle upon the Tweet- 
eft perfumes, when they are cold, and corrupt them. 1 

j h f ,hc ?"/;?{! w , hom f men favour for their comelineffe, % r V y.Vv 

o-ri, beauty.: of,tfelf lovely and attraftive, it needethno letters of clmendati- 

b f , God 15 "TiS efter of P crr ° ns > and bcauc y » b “fed is like a fair houfe with 
an ill inhabitant, faid Diogenes : like a jewel of gold in a fwines fnout, faid Solomon , 
rrov.ii.u. Some are He Una; without, but Hrr^aVwithin. paimed fepulchres. 
tgyptian temples; like AureliaOrefhUa, ofwhom S aluft faith, that the had nothing 
inhet praife-worthy but her beauty: Fair Ihe was and/W^.not ^ 
nful and Wife, as lt is rcpoited of Afpafia Cyrus his concubine. Now thefe fair Athin ^> 
ma!ds together with the choice young men, beft able toendure thirft a long feafon, 
f ^f r ^Heb .Jhall be over-covered with grief \ (hall be troubled and 

perplexed (hall faint and1 fwoon, (halj find by experience that all fle(h is grafle, and 
the glory thereof as the flowei of the field, that even the youths (hall faint and be 
wearer and the young men (hall utterly fall. But they that Waitupontbe Lordjball 
renew their ftrength they /bail mount up with wings as Eagles , they Jhall run and not 
be weary,and they {ball walhjind not faint. Efa.40.30,3 1. 

lerfe 14. They that [Wear by the fin of SamariaJ i. e. by theealfe fet up at Be- 
the 1 , not farre from Samaria. This c alfe is cal led the fin or guilt of Samaria to (hew ED. 40. 
the abomination of it- for which caufc aifo Paul cals it finful fin, Rom. 7. 13. as 
not finding tor it a worfe Epithite : and Antichrift #>r like caufe he calleth That 
nianof fin a Theff. 2, 3 to note him Merum foetus, faith Be**, meerly made up 
fin. Now to Jwear by this of Samaria , was to deifie it: to fwear by any thin* 
befides the true God, is to forfake him, fer. 5 . 7. which .is an hateful wickednelTet 
A 1 } * 2 r 13 ", aS ,n Pa P‘ fts wbo familiarly fwear by their Hee-Saints^nd She-Saints- 
alone lacnIle 8 loufl y trans f«re upon the creature that which percaineth to God 

^r^v]God onely liveth, to fpeak properly, 1 Tim. 6 . 
iZviv., a s p ctincu l*tt lived, (being no better then a dumb and dead 

Monirchv b^tU*rf ^ of K ( as the Spaniards do now in the pride of their Spee.Eurcp. 
Monarchy, by the hfe of their king) this is horrible impiety. As for that of Abigail 
to David, 1 Sam. 25.26. Now therefore my Lord, as the Lord liveth, and aft by 

- foul 
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foul livctb, the former was an oath, the latter was not an oath, but atiafTeveration 
or obtcftation onely, con joyned with an oath. 

and the manner of Beerfbeba /iz/c^chatis, the formes and rites of worfhippino 
in Beerfbeba (another neft of idolatry. Chap. 5. 5. and Hof. 10. 13.) as the Chat 
dee paraphrafeth it. Durandus hath written the Romifti Ritual, the way of worfliip 
ufed in that Synagogue of Satan": Mercer rendreth it, Vivet peregrinatio Beerfeba 
the way or palfage of Beerfeba liveth. Beerfeba had an idol, and was the way to 
Dan and Bethel : hence this fuperftitious oath drawn out to the full length, By the 
fin of Samaria , by the god of Dan, and by the manner of BeerJljeba : like as the great 
Turk Mahomet promifing his fouldiers the fpoyle of Conjlantinople for three dayes 
together, if they could win it, for confirmation of his oath folemnly fwore by the 
immortal God, and by the four hundred Prophets, by Mahomet, by his fathers foul, 
Tar^. hijl. by hi s own children, and by the fword wherewith he was girt, faithfully to perform 
s45 ‘ whatfoever he had to them in his proclamation promifed. 

even they Jb allfall and never rife up again] Yz\\, fat ally, ferally, irrecoverably, as 
old Eli did when h is neck was broken, but firft his heart. The ten tribes for their i- 
dolatry and contempt of the word never returned out of captivity.Prora the famine 
foretold what could follow but irreparable ruine, though for a time they might 
flourifh. See Prov. 29.1. with the note. Of that fpiritual famine let us be molt im¬ 
patient, and fay as Lather did, I would not live in Paradife without the word : but 
ivith it I could make a fhift to live in hell it felf. 


CHAP. IX. 

Verfe I. T faw the Lord~\ This Seer , Chap. 7. 12. faw the Lord In a vifion ; for o- 
itherwife God is too fubtile for finew or fight to feize upon him. We can¬ 
not look upon the body of the Sun, neither can we fee at all without the beams of 
it: fo here, 

{landing upon the Altar] Or, firmly fet fc : to do execution upon that Alta fc: 
that idolatrous Altar at Bethel fore-mentioned, and formerly threatned by another 
Prophet, 1 Kin. 15.1. 2. The Rabbines fay, God was feen Handing upon that Al¬ 
tar, as ready to facrifice and flay the men of that age, whpfe idolatries and other 
impieties he could no longer bear with- And hence it is haply, that he is brought in 
Jlanding j like as /lit. 7 - 55 * l e f ifS at Stevens death was feen Jlanding at the right 
band of God, where he is ufually faid to fit. Stat tttvindex, fedet tit judex. 

And he {aid] fc: to the Angel that Hood by, Zccf. 3. 7. or to the enemy commif- 
■fionated by him, or to fome other creature, for they arc all his fervants, Pfal, 119. 
91 • neither can he want a weapon to tame his rebels with. 

finite the lintel of the door, that the pojls may fbake] Smite with a courage, as 
Ezecks 9. Angels give no light blowes. Behold, the Lord, the Lord ofHofls Jball lop 
the bough with terrour : and the high ones of flat we Jball be heVoen down, and the 
haughty fball be humbled : And he Jbal cut down the thickpfl of the for re(Is with iron, 
and Lebanon Jbal fal by a Mighty one : that is, by an Angel friail he finite to the 
ground that mighty army which was like a thick wood, fee EJai. 37.3^. Pfal.j 8.25. 
and 89. 6 . So at our Saviours Refurredion, an Angel, in defpite of the fouldiers 
fet to watch, rolled away the grave-ftone, and fat upon it. And as a mighty man. 
When he fitteth down, fihaketh the bench under him, fo did He (hake the earth : and 
for fear of him the Keepers did {hake, and became as dead men , Mat. 28. 2,4. 
Down with this Idol-Temple, down with it, faith God here, even to the ground. 

and cut them in the head, ail of them ] cleave them down the middle, fo that every 
poll may be fure to fall, being divided from the top to the bottom : and let this 
ad be a figne to them all of what I intend to do to their perfons 3 as many of them 
as by this gate have entred into this Idol-Temple and Altar. A deep cut in the 
head is dangerous and deadly, Gen. 3.15, Pfal. 68 . 22. 

and Jwiljlay the lajl of them j J, by mine agents and inflruments, as afore: for, 
it is but one hand and many executioners, that God flayes men with, fob could 
difeern Gods arrowes in Satans hand, and Gods hand on the armes of the Sab.uin 
robbers. The fword is bathed in heaven , before it isembrewed in mens blood, IUu 
34.5. The Lord kilhth and maketh alive, faith holy Hannah, 1 Sam. 2.6. 


Chap. 9. _ j the Trophecie of Amos. 


He that fieethof them {ball not fleeatyay. 1 c-TT/TI —---- 

fay. Behold the feverity of God. . 7 J h P ' 2 ‘ ** Wlth theNo *> and Rom<1J |a 

Verfez. Though they dig into hell, &c. 1 No ftartino W- su 1. r 
from the wrath of God, and rage of the creature far* i l ^ ecure them 

ftruftion are before the Lord, isrxvcaheM.T^ WT , HelU “ ddc - 

ftradtion hath no covering, job 25.6. He both a <w„ bcd before him, and de- 
pull men out of their lurking-holes ; as he dui'ffoj 

from among the tliornes, ?Wfrom the lidesofthefhip theBu ktafhJt f‘ h *<airo. 35 .u 
in Rich, the thirds time, &c. Be fure, faith Mcfes ^Buckingham 

N “”. 3 2 3 - and Gods hand will hale you to punifltmen/ 3 “ s f' fi 

Though they climb up to heaven, 1 That is ( bv m JW it \ . • '» 

places : as the Babel-builders, the Bcnjamites that fl e d^ ^ andftron g 
there abode four moneths, fudg. 20 47 the «ibina 1 / r R °i k Rmmon > a nd 
fidentof their Hrong-hold of Zion, thacchcv flou. thaC r vvcrefo con * 

5-8. the proud PrinPe of Tyre, and others!" 7 ZW3nd his forces ' 2 s *”- 

c ? n ^ ence which God loves toconfirtc 1 am? dcLat'^as^ ^ntieht 1 '*^ " eaturc ' 

cW„, AW, Hamm, Sejanus, ***», ’that ter^urof''tto’woSdfand 


( as he thought ) fiiperior to fortune, yecin an inllanr urit-h u- /1 
overthrown into the bottome ofmiferv and drfnair * W ftatC * ,n onc battlc 
his great ftrengrh. Thefameend awaits theu^his hf" t 

culmme Romashzt \upitcr CaoitolinutihoU u j ^ hts h ici arc hy-raet alto a 

cth the wicked £7 day “ nr0C ' aed by him - who « ft - 

JjfL « Shtb £2 ° f c Carm u ;i u ** 6*"* 

»d/&», and Chr'ifl, X 7 “c“, tf?„H af “ h,dcs n*®Wdidoft, 
Saints. Tertulfian wa? too rigid in cond .J;JL an j ■dfbanaji/fs mil diverlc other 
But to hide from God who fcarchetb'lcrufal ^ 3 hiding in evill times. 

darknefle and the light are both alike pa/ tT aad to whom the 

muta reffondent , filemium confifetr ? L whom ‘^feura clarent, 

not cover them, nor any other Hartirg-hole fcciirc boo ^. e ‘T e - f^mcl fhall 
poore jewes were pulled by the Romanes out T»Zl i°A * i * w *>' 1 ®*- The 

- w "Asa 


Turk- hift. 207 . 


Lib. de fuga 
on perfecHtm, 


He (like the in the'e fa 0 T™ ■* = ^ 

is to God a 

body, fuel, as he Acs thorow, and hath the foie commandof ^ tranf P i,rcnc ' 1- 

elements and?reatur« T/iJ d d § , them d r °wn to.the bottom of hell. All ' 

b.'ownbow.l,,id, ,I,S, 

«», noj, 1 • tne Ark and the Mercy-feat were never fundred. 


thence 




<tA'n Expoftion on 


Einpbatic*te- 
10il l‘ft >)MU1 ft 
clixrjfet Oculos 
phirahteu 
Mercer. 


Lib.demirabil 


Ai 


" thc.ce villi cemm*»dlh 7 f»°rd] See Efay i 3 -iS. it-]er. 9 .,o. and 4 3 .n. 

E “*J tllil fit mine eyes * f >» them, 1 Heb. ye, *«. the eye of my providence, 
that ee'to >/rerer t *e, whereby 1 will 1 -k.tkm <° doth and take coarfe that no. 
rhino ihall go well with then.: fee a little below, verf. 8.Jer. 21 . J W- 34 . »6. 
in ■T.m.rtnc, eyes fat fuel, a Ma efty, as a man could hardly endure to behold 
and many in talking with him became dumb. He held the Eaft m ftch™e 

Iwilo was rommonlv called The wrath of God, and terrour of the world Augnftus 
^frowne'l'w deach, Cornelius Callus : and fodid Queen 
flopher Hatton, Lord Chanceilour. Gods enemies are lure to perifh at the rebuke 
{/his countenance, Vfal. 8a 16. and, if he but fee his eyes upon them for evil, and 
not for good., all occurrences (ball certainly work together for the worft unto 

th Tcrrc * And the LordGodof Hofls is be, Here the Prophet proveth what 

he had faid in the foregoing ver/es, by an argument drawn fromi the wonderful! 
power of God, which profane perfons arc apt to jjueft.on, that they may h^den 
their hearts againlf his fear.Confider faith He,fcrft,that he is the Lord Cod of Hofts, 
and ( as the Rahbincs well obferve) he hath the upper and lower troops ready preft 
as hisborfe and foot, to march again ft his enemies. Next, that he toncbcih 
as it were with his little finger, and it Shall melt, like the fat of Iambs before the 
fire - it {hall crumble to crattle, moulder away, and be moved, becaufe he ts wroth, 
Phil 18 7 and (hall men be unmoved? (hail they bee more infenfible then the 
fenfcleffc earth ? T he people of Antioch, though many of them gave their hands 
for Chrjfofioms banifnment, yet terrified by an earthquake (which wrought in them 
an heart-quake, as it had done in the Gaoler, ASls 16 ) they immediately font for 
him a^ain. Put thirdly, the tremend power of God appeals in this, that 
The land Shall rife up wholly like a flood , and it ft all be drowned , as by the pod 
of Hew 1 God can flote it, and flood it at his pleafurc. See chap 8^8. Water 
is naturally above the earth, as the garment above the body faith Daydi and 
would ( but for the power and providence of God ) prove as the fhirt made for the 
murdering of Agafnemnon, where the head had no lffue out. Let God be feen 
herein and mens hearts poffefled with his holy fear: who can fo eafily pud up the 
fluces let in the Sea upon them, and bury them allm one univerfail grave or waters* 
Fear \e not me, faith the Lord? Villye not tremble at my prejcnce , which have 
placed the [and for the bound of the 5 ea, by a perpetuall decree, that it cannot pajje 
it; and thouoh the waves thereof toffe themfclvcs, jet can they not prevail ; though 
l t b e y roar , yet can they not paffe over it ? This Arifiotle admires, and DW cele¬ 
brates in his P hypks, 'as One calleth that 104 Pfalm) verfe 6.9. and all men fhould 
improve to affright their confciences from provoking to anger fo great a God. 

VerSe 6. It is he that buildeth his forks ( or fphtres ) in the heaven, J Surgithtc 
oratia. The Prophet here rifeth in his difeourfe: and as Chryfofom faid of St. Paul, 
Tricubit alls eft, & ccclos tranjeendit ; Low, though he were, and little, yet he gat 
up into the third heaven: fomay we of Amos, though but a plain-fpoken and il¬ 
literate heardfman, yet in fetcing forth the power of God, hee mounts from earth 
to heaven and (hewshimfclf to bee Virumbonum, dicendi pentum an exquiilte 
Oratour/according to Quintilians character* God this Great Architect, and 
tubli ke-workni.\ n, (as the Apoftle after Plato, whom he feemech to have read, cal- 
feth Him, Heb. 11. 10) hath without too! or toil, Efty 40. 28. budded lus ftones 
in the heaven ( which is three ftories high, 2 Cor. 12. z .) wherein ( as in a theatre, 
or molten looking-glaffe. Job 37-18- ) his Majefty moft clearly ^ineth r^ 4.i 3- 
and 5. 8. See P/kL 104.3. every (phere and ftarre twinckiingat us, and as it were, 
beekning to us, to remember his omnipotency ( whereof that rare Fabnck is a no¬ 
table work and witnefTe ) and not to think to efcape his judgements, if we goon in 
finne. For although he be higher then the heavens, Job. $.11. yet his eyes behold 
his eye-lids try the children of men, P fal. 11.4. and verfe 6 . Upon the wicked He 
ihall rain down fnares, fire and brimftone,&c. . , 

and hath founded his troop ( or bundle ) in the earth, 1 that is, the Other three 
elements fay feme: the Sea, which together with the earth maketh one Globe lay 
others: the Vniverfe (faith Mr. Biodate) which is like tne fabnck of a building ; 
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of which the earth being the lower part, and onely unmoveable, hath fome refem- ’ 

blance of a foundation. 

He that calleth for the Waters of the Sea, and poureth them out, &c. "J See tlfe 
Note on chap. 5. 8. 

Verfe 7. Are ye not as children of the. Ethiopians unto me, ] The bmphafis lieth 
m this laft word, 'Untome, who am no refpeder of perfons, but in every nation Aft - IO - 3 -* 
he that fearethGod, and worketh rightepufneffe, is-accepted with him.) Unto your 
felves indeed you feem fomc great bufinefle, bccaufelfraelites; fo *bompertaineth 
the Adoption, and the glory , and the covenants , Chr.. Rom, 9. 4. To others alfo you 
feem a great nation, yea a wife and undemanding people, as having God fo nigh 
unto you, and fofet for you, Hern. 4. 6 , 7. and 33. 29. .But tell me, Quis te 
diferevit ? Who made you to differ ? and what have ye more then othefs That ye 
have not me to thankfor ? You look upon the Ethiopians with fcorn, as*art igno¬ 
ble and fervilepeople: aslikewife upon the uncircumcifed Vhilifliws, and unhal¬ 
lowed Syrians. But wherein are you beyond them, ■ if you look back to -your Ori¬ 
ginal, and confidcr my dealings with them and you ? It is nothing elfe but felf-love 
that maketh you thusinfolent; and teacheth you to turn the glafle to fee your felves 
bigger. Others lefler then they are. You foolifhly fet up your Counter for a thou- 
fand pound ; and are in fome fence iike thofe Ethiopians, or Negroes s fo much Vejl.Oeogr, 
flighted by you; of whom it is faid that they paint the devil! white, as being a co¬ 
lour contrary to their own. But much more to blame are you, that being Gods 
peculiar people, and partakers of fo great priviledgcs,ybu 4b no more change your 
cvill manners, then the Ethiopians do their black-hue Jer. 13. 23. yon are no 
where white but in your teeth, as they : good a little from the teethoutward I 
am neertnyourwHthes, b»t f*rrfrmjoxrhi*es, Jer . 12. .2. Such an one was that 
fligraaticall Cup the fon of I emun mentioned in the title of the feventh Pfalme 
( perhaps Saul the ion of Kifb the Beniamite isintended ) non tarn cute qudm corde 
^Ethiopian, of black and ill conditions: and therefore to God no better then an 
Ethiopian, or any other Pagan people. ,- t . 

have not I brought up ifrael out of the land, of Egypt} q. d. I grant I have: and 
you glory very much in it: whereas you fhould rather glorify me much for it, and 
walk worthy ofiuch a deliverance; for every bleffing is a binder, and every new 
deliverance a new tie to obedience. But what Angular thing have I herein done for 
you more then forP hiliflines and Syrians, whom yet you look upon as dogs and ouc- 

have not \alfo brought up 4 he Philijlines from Caphtor,} x, e. from Cappadocia , 

( called an Ifland hr. 47. becaufe it bordered upon the Tea) or, as fame will have Turk-hid 84?’ 
it from Cyprus, a rich Ifland. called therefore Macaridh, that is, B lejfed. 

and the Syrians from Kir} Syro.s e Kho, from Cytene a countrey oP A fa, as 
heroaldus thinketh. It is mentioned Efa. 2*. 6. asfuhjca to the Umg.ol Affyriax ebron.lib.a; 
and thither the Syrians were rranflated by Tiglatb-Pilefer 2 King. 16. 9. bat ^.6. 
when either thefe or the Philiftines were brought back againe to their owncoun- 
treys, we read not in feripture, or elfe where atthis day.. Thefe are ancient things, . 

(as it is laid In another cafe) and are here alledged as well known to-the Ifraelites, ia,ron4 ' 22, 
who are nipt on the crown aa they fay, ,and .pulled from that perilous pinaelc of 
Self-exaltation, whereupon they had uohappfly peirked themfclves. 1 

Verfe 8. behold the eyes of the Lord God are upon thcfinfull kjngdome] Be it 
Ethiopia, Valejftina, Syria, or Ifrael, but efpeciaOy Ifrael Amos 3. 2. not bis eye 
only his his jeatoju e y* ( as ver. 4. far evill, and not for good : but 

vWnhueyes, yea his feven eyes, for heis All eye, to look through and 

through the finfull kingdom^ to judge 2nd punifla, to inflid tribulation and an - 
guiSb upon every foul of man that doth evill , of the Jew firjk, becaufe ^ of his privi- 
ledges, and alfo of the Gentile Rem. 2. 9. The fin)of Jndabis written with a pen of 
uron, with the point of a diamond Jer. 17. 1. and Ifrael is therefore worfe then 
othersbecaufehe ought to have been better. His whole kingdomcds a kingdoms 
* w L * a v ^ r y P oneropehs, as that place in Thracia was called, W 

wither Philip had affembled all the infamous perfons and men of evill demeanour, 

at is the tranfgrejjjon of Jacob ? Is it not Samaria ? Mic. 1. 5. their capital! 
ms were molt in their capitall cities; and thence overflowed the whole kingdoms.- 

called 
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called therefore here a y 7 »/»^ 4 *»^owe, wholly given to Idolatry ( as Athens was 
AEl. 17. 16 .) which is that fin with an Accent, that wickednefle with a wit- 
iTf/JW.©-. £ X cd. 22.21. 1 King, ia. 30. and 15, 3,30. thatland-defolatingfin. Jer^. 

7,8^9. PfiEjS.qti, 59, 6a. 

and I will deftroy if-] Seehere the venomous nature of fin, and fhun It, elfe we 
lhall prove tray tours to the ftatc, and have ©ur hands if not upon the great cart- 
, ropes, yet upon the lefTer cords, that draw down vengance upon the land. Apd 
here fome one {inner may. deftroy much good Eccle, 9. 17. how much more a rab¬ 
ble of rebbels, confpiring to provoke the eyes of Gods glory ? 

?ee ler 3c. faying that I will not utterly deftroy the boufe of Jacob} A remnant lhall be leftfor 
u. royall ufe, reliquas faciam reliquiae, and fo make a manifeft difference, remembring’ 

my promife Lev. 26. 40. which is a fpeciall text touching the re jedlion and con- 
verfion of the Je wes, as is alfo this in fome mens judgments. For here ( fay they ) 
is a threatening ofextream deflation with fome comfort cnterlaced of a remnant 
to be referved : aroongft whom it is further promifed 1. that the kingdomeof 
David thorough Chrift lhall be fet up as glorious as ever it was before, In the molt 
ilourifhing timr s of David or Solomon ver. 11. a. Next, other nations lhall joync 
with them and be made partakers of one common inheritance ver. 12. So doth 
jamet Alt. 1 5. 16,17. expound it. 3. Thirdly there is promiled the fruitfolneffc of 
their land ver., 13. the inhabiting in their own countrey, ver. 14. and the perpetuity 
of their abode there, •ver. 15. But all this others think to be, optabile magic qudm 
cpinabile , little better then a golden dreame. 

Verfe 9. For lo 1 will command , and I will fift the .heufe of Ifrael} It is not 
without Gods command and good leave that cvill fpirits and men can fift the faints, 
as Satan defired to have done Veter. He defired it, as a challenger defireth one of 
the other fide to combate with: fo he beg'd leave to fift Job, and fo he tempted 
David to number the people, but it was by Gods permilfion. lip therefore and 
pray that ye.enter not into temptation Luk 22. 31,46* or that ye may come cleer 
Rom. 1 6. 20. out of it, and more then conquerours, even Triumphers : the enemy is feinted: yea 
Chrift will tread him under your feet Ihortly: 

and 1 will fift the houfe of Ifrael among all nations} The ten tribes among the 
A Syrians ( who were Emperours of the wtroleEaft) and whither fince they are 
fcattered, whether into Shina , Tartary , Weft-Indies , or other countries, is not 
known. The whole twelve-tribes (thofealfo that once inftantly ferved God day 
and night Act. 26. 7.) are now wofully difjefted and dilfipated: being caftout 
A in pftl of the world, as it were, by a common confent of Nations, and generally flighted 
s s. ' and hated. The Romanes permitted other nations to call themfelves Romanes, after 
they had conquered them : but fo they would not luffer the Iewes upon any terme* 
to do: left tnerelhould be fome blot ftick to.the glory of the Romanes by that 
odious and fordid people. The Pope ufeth them as fpqngcs, the Turk, as flaves, 
&c. ■ 

like as corne is Jifted inafteve ] Or, bj a fann ■ to the fame fenfea'sthat Zach. 

3 3. 9. for as here 2 fieve, fo there jirefervech to denote Affliction with the nfeof 
it; fc. to purge Gods people, fpcdally of thofe two troublefome choke-weeds, 
High-mindednejfe and Earthly mindednejf’,Cribrationt Dei non perditurfedpurgatur 
frumentum , faith Zanchy , Gods good corne is not loft, but made cleane by the. 
lifting they fuflfer. . 

Jar. 23. , yet/ball not the lea ft. grain (Heb: ft one ) fall upon the earthy Asthechafand 

Aupiftin. duft fliall; for What is the chaf to the wheate ? with the. lord, I mprobi nobifeum ejfe 
Mat.3..i a. p 0 jf fi „ t , n borreo , fed non in area. Chrift hath his fan in his hand, and will furely 
diferiminate: he will rake out the fretious from the vile , he will drive the chaffe 
one way and the wheat another> and take care that not the lcaft grain of weighty, 
wheat, that had good tack in it, ( as a ft one hath, though but a little ft one ) lhall 
beloft. He will turn his hand upon the little ones, and fecure them Zee h. 13.7. , 

Dcut.20.10. Verfe 10. All the finners of my people flail die by the ftvord} The flagitious, pre-' 

* fumptuous perfons, that blefle themfelues when I curfe them, laying. We fool*' 
have peace though we Walk, every man in the imagination of his heart y and take ms 
full fwingein fin. Such finners in Zion Eft. 33. 14. fuch facrificing Sodomite^ 
Eft. 1. 10. fuch profligate Profeficurs fliall die by the fword \ either by thehand 


vajtl-Sk?.®-. 


Aug. in Pfal. 
5». 


AugujUn. 
Mat.3..12. 
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of the enemy, ot which is worfe, gladio fpiritaU faith Mercer, by the fbiriculi- 

fword, being blinded and rejefted by God; fo that their prefer vation isbuta 
refervation to a greater imfchief. Whereat, on the other fide fome of Gods eleft 
might in a common calamity perifh by the fword, but then ( Jofiah-like ) thev 
died m peace, though they fell m battle: their death was right pretious in the fight 
of the Lord, and a plencifull amends made them in heaven. 

Which far, the evil fhaUrot overtake » prevent «] Or, for oeerfitk.es b, oar 
default. Jt affliction do fint( us out, yet we have not defected it: common or 
currences we cannot be againft. Thus the wicked man flattereth himfelf in hi* own Be Z nsden * 
eyes, untill his iniquity be found to behatefuJl Pfa. 36. 2. InaUmj labours dZ iT ° iternou 
jbalftnd none iniquity tnme ; that were fin Hof 12. 8. Yet thou favft, BecauCe t 
am innocent (wrely his anger flat turn from me , behold iWil plead with thee ., becaJc 
thou fay eft , / have notfinnedjer. 2. 35. > uje 

Ver. II. \n that dap Will raife up the Tabernacle of David] Amoft fweer mn 
clufion of the Prophefie by fundry Evangelical! promifes after lbrnTvSTw 
and (harp menaces: the Sun of righteoufneffe liketh not to fee in a cloud J„ 
that da 7 that happy day whenfoever it (hall dawn, that Chrift (hall come ’- for 
the Prophets knew not the certaine time when, but made diligent enquiry isfar 
as they might with fobnety i Pet. u. and well kna^ffiat the law which 
they preached and explained, was an introduflion to a better hope Heb 7 ,, 
which they law afar off and faluted Heb. n.i 3. '* y * 

t, '‘’Vc'-tV'rL id l thac is - thc kingdome of the houfe of 

\ r ' ara Pl'«ft • meaning, of the Mefiiah, whom the founder r , . 
fort oflUbbines fromthis text call Be* Niphlei, the repairer of the breach the " ! ‘ m - 
reftorer of pathes to dwell in: Now the Church is here called the Tabervacle lf 
Vtavtd, becaufe that once ftately Palace of David was by many deflations 
r«l„ced to a tent, ant were, and thatready to drop too. The Brlch grew out 
ot the root of Jr/c when that goodly family was funk fo low, as from D avid the 

S k mfe,wh J elll,-ft“ r r n ' Cr ’ MdCt - a “ ““ « ° f ° td “ b <> cl > -Church and 

u a “ d . ci f u P thel ’r™^'s thereof^ Heb. Wall up: by unwalling ( as the Hebrew 
hath itNum 24. 17 ) all the children of S eth : by fubduing the Tons of men 

he0bed,enCC °/ ff ? ith : ^ brin g* n g into captivity evei y haughty 
thought &c. 2 Cor. 10. 4, 5 (thatat the name of \efus every knee may bow 
Phihp. 2 . 10.) and getting a full conqueft by the preaching of the gofpell, which 
fliall quickly clofe up►allIrupturci; and raifeup all mines, by chafing away terrours 
and fahe-worfhips, doftrmes of devils, and traditions of men, whereby the Scribes 
and I hari fees had made the commandement of God of none effed. 

and l will build it as in the dopes of old J in thofe purer times of David and the 
other holy patnarches, who made up but one and the fame Church with us, and 
were faved by the fame faith in Chrift Jefus, thac Lamb of God flam from the 
foundation of the world, Rev , 13. 8. Mine antiquity ujefts Cbritt faid Irna- 
S Anodier tyr ' preferr the neweftPhi!ofophy,fo the ancient Divimty, 

Verfe 12. That they may pofejfe the remnant of EdemJ That they which are 
called by my name, which arc called Chriftians, vU. the Apoftles and their fuccef- 
fours co the end of the world, may poffcflc together with Chrift (to whom the Fa- 
Mrrh h fn H ^ a ^ en for his inhcritance > and the uctermoft parts of the 

fair? f ! 1,S p0 / re fion ^ tflc rcTHHant of Fdom • thofe fe«r of them that receive the 
pj but as a remn ant to the whole peece, an handful to a houfeful. And 
^ he ^ ? ” ,f "? nely,Eh<>feinveCer ^ ce and hereditary enemies to the Ifrael of pfaI -2.8. 
Zedinto^Cbriftf ^^henwhich'are called by name, whobefeech andSapl 

c bemg COnten , C E0 receive Il,s mark > and to profefTe his Reli¬ 

ef the cSperaTd PI Ky WCEe P erfe f ftran S ers Eo - Thefc.and thofe firft Preachers 
Me by inherit* and , 1 Churches (bemg Ifraelites by birch j are faid to pof- 

ufc of their niiniftcry j and 
upon chefe his to ride abroad the world, conquering, and to conquer, 

colTe^ IhZ ?n r ‘ ke fenfe / C 15 P romifed > E f a ‘ r 4- 2. that the houfe of Ifrael (ha\[ 

P profelytes m the land of the Lord for fervant? and for handmaids, and 

® b 
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take them captives whofe captives they were, and rule over their oppreffours. Such 
a change lhali the Gofpel make. 

faith the Lord that doth this ] For indeed none elfe could have done it. Effectual 
convcrlion is his work alone, God perftoadc fapket, &c. Noah may fpcak perfnaftve- 
/7,but Codonelycan perftoade. Rebecca may cook the venifon, but Ifaac oncly 
can give the bleiii ng. Raul may plant, &c. Letts poteft facere, necfolet fa Here. 

f'crfc 13. behold, the day :S come, faith the Lord, that the plowman, &c.f The 
Gofpel of peace brings with it the peace of the Gofpel, and with peace, plenty, 
with the horn of falvation the horn of plenty, a confluence of outward comforts 
and contentments, as in Solomons dayes, and Conftantincs, (whom God profpered 
and bielTed beyond all that he could have wifhed, faith Attftin) and Q^JUUa- 
Oeths , whom,' for her care to propagate the Gofpel, He made to be the happieft 
woman that ever fwayed feepter, as her very enemies were forced to acknowledge: 
fo liberal a pay-matter is the Lord, that all his retributions are more then bountiful; 
and this his fervants have not#* largitate, fed ex protniffo, out of his gcncrall pro¬ 
vidences, but by vertue of a promife, which is farre Tweeter. The HWaforites have 
obferved, that in this verfe are found all the letters of the Hebrew Alphabet (as alfo 
in 2 6 more verfes of che Old Teftament)to note,fay the Calviniffis , that in the king, 
dome of the Meffiah , there fhall be great abundance of all things, & plenum copit. 
cornu : or, ifthatfhould fail, yec plenty of all fpiritual benedictions in heavenly 
things, Eph. i, 3. and contentedgodlinejfe, 1 Tim. 6. 6. which hath an autarkic^ 
fel f-fEfficiency ; fo that having nothing a man poflelfeth all things, 2 Cor. 6. 10, 
This the Prophet exprefleth in the following words by many excellent hyperboles 
though (to lay iooth) Chrifltts q? regnant ejus non patiuntur hyperbo/en. All words 
are too weak to fet forth the worth of Chrift and his kingdom. 

the plowman Jha/i overtake the reaper ] In Jignis hyperbole, faith Mercer : no fooner 
fhall harveft be ended, but feeding fhall fucceed, and that promife fulfilled, Levit. 
26.5. all bufineftts belonging to the tillage of the ground, and the inning of the 
fruit, fhall have their fit and finable feafons; where, under the name of corporal 
bleiii aj!s fpiritual alfo are to be underftood : and indeed tho fcblrjftngs out of Zion 
are farre beyond any other that come out of heaven and earth, Pf 134.3. 

and the tre eider of grapes, him that foweth feedf] precious fed, Pf 126.5. fiteire¬ 
fer d ( asoneenglifhech it) drawn out of the feed basket, and caft all along upon 
the land : the meaning is, that the vintage fhall iaft fo long,that the feeds-man fhall 
Scarce have time to do his bufineffe, for waiting upon che winr-prefle. . 

and the mountains fhall drop fweet wincj Or juice of pomegranates, more delici¬ 
ous liquor then that which the'Italians profanely call Lachrym* Chrifti, or that 
which at Pans and Lovaine is called Vin urn Theologicum, or Vintim Cos, that is, co¬ 
lors, odorisjaporis optimi , the bell in the countrey for colour, favour and taftc, to 
pleafc the palate. 

and althe hils JJjal mclffk. with milk, honey, oyl, as foel. 3. 18. the fame al- 
moft with this. And the heathen Poet hath the like, 

—- -Sub it is meffor gaudebit drift is 

Rorabunt quercetafavu ftagnantia paftim • 

Vina fluent oleique Incut _- 

Ver. 1 4. And I will bring againe the captivity of my people'] There is an elegancy 
in the original that cannot be englilhed, and God feemes delighted with fuch Ag- 
nominations, as hath been before obferved ; to fhew the lawfull ufe of Khecorike 
in divine difeourfes, fo it be not affefted, abufed, Idolized. This promife is ful¬ 
filled when beleevers are by the gofpel brought from darknette to light, and from 
the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgivendle of fins, and be fet 
free from the tyranny of corruption, and terrour of death Pleb. 2. u;. 13. Ceiof. 1. 
13. Lukz i*74* Zach.9. 11. Pfa. 68.19. . .. r 

and they fhall build the waft cities ] Rcftore thefincere fervice of v_>od, as thole 
noble Reformers did in all ages ; fetching the Church, asitv.cie, out of thewil- 
dernefle, where (lie had long laine hid Rev . 12. 6. and whence fhc is faid at length 
to come leaning upon her Beloved C ant. 8 ' Anl 



CuAP.y. theTrophecie of Amos. 


and 1heyP1s.ilplant vineyards] That is, particular churches. -- 

and dr.nl; the trine thereof] Have the fruit and comfort of their labours in the 
Lord, winch they lhali fee not to be in vaine 1 Cor. 15. 

they fl,al alfo make gardens, and eat of the fruit] while theylhall feetheir peo- 
pie to be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of Jefus Chrift 2 Pet 18 
but far offflourifhing, Pful.91. 13. aPhtofi & fruttuoft £f a . 51.3 *The Popilh 
Commencatours (as it is the manner of many of them to marre and bemirc the text 
with their abfurd glolfes) by cities here would have men to underftand the ftatc 
of married people, by vineyards their Prelates, and by gankns Monkes. Is not this 
to wreft the fcriptures, and fo to fet them on the rack, as tdmake them fpeak more 
then ever they intended ? Is it not to compel them c&go two miles when they are 
, willing to go but one ? Is it not to taw them, and gnaw them, as TertulliJt, kith 
r.hat Marcion the here tick (that Mus Ponticus as lie therefore cals him) did to 
make them ferviceable to his vile purpofes ? 

Icrf IJ. And J toil plant them upon Airland] as trees of righteoufeitlfe, the planC 

^ 6I ' 3 > «- c *I rooted and 

and they fb.ilno more bepulledupf None fhall pull them out of thrifts hand ■ for 
X ™} h r c l athcr t are , on 5 : None fhall feparate them from the love of God in 
v..hnft Jefus, tvom. 8. they lhali be fure of continual fupplics of fap and fafety be- Jok.ru 
mg kept by the power of God thoroW faitlr unto falvation zPet.i 3 The para 29 >3°h 
J,fc of God whs fo planted, that it was watered on all fides with mod noble rivers’ 
to keep ,c Bound:,ng: how much more will the Lord do this in his heavenly garden 
the Church ? See P/«/. pr. 13,14 whenitcomcscobetranfplantedefpecially. 

fa,th the Lend thy C.UJ Thy God, o Prophet,who will ratifie and verifie wl.ai pro : 
mifes foever thou haft uttered m his name. Or thy God , O people, now reconciled 

L n ed 7 dfo; n |,fefnd goln1ffe. 7 ' ^ “ h “ PUp0 “ thee aU *** 
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Verfe 


e i. 


Jer. 49 , 

Ezech.25. 

Pfal. 137 . 7 , 



I HE vifion of Obadiah , ] The fame, fay fome, that 
I hid the Lords Prophets and fed them by fifty in a 
jjeave, when fought for to the Daughter, by wicked 
ft Jezabel, r King. 18. 4. whereupon himfelf alfore- 
■ ceived a Prophets reward. That is ( faith Lyra ) 
| was endued with the fpiric of prophefie. Hierom ad- 
■ ■■ ■■ ' ■i -n# deth, that he was buried at Samaria, ( called after¬ 
wards Sebafte by Herod, in honour of Auguftus ) and that there his Sepulchre was 
yet to be feen. The Rabbines fay, that this Obadiah was that widows husband, 
whom EUJfja relieved, by multiplying her oyl, 2 King. 4. Others (with more (hew 
conjedure that this was chat Obadiah mentioned 2 Chron.34. 12. a 
faithfull Levite, fet by Jofiak to overfee the Artificers, who repaired the Temple in 
the eighteenth yeere of hisreigne: and fo was contemporary to Ezjtchiel and^e- 
rerny, with whom alfo he confenteth in many paflages: and befides,he maketh men¬ 
tion of the Babylonijh captivity, aad the Edomites cruelty to the Jews at that time. 
But let him be who he will, (for where the Scripture hath no tongue, we need not 
finde ears: but may well content ourfelves with a learned ignorance) hisdodrine 
he entituleth not a Burden, becaufe he concludeth it comfortably, but a Vifion 
which is more gcnerall: it being hisfeope to comfort the people of God, that were 
under great affli&ion. 

Thus faith the Lord God concerning Edom, ] If Obadiah were himfelf an Edo¬ 
mite, but a Profelyte to the Church ( as fome ’'Rabbines have reported him ) his vi- 
fion fhould have taken the better with his cruell countrey-men, to bring them to 
repentance. But whether he were or not, they (hould have’obferved his authority: 
and that his dodrine came Cum privilegio , and that it was the Lord God, the 
Tremend Trinunns that fpakc by him ; and chat hee was according to his name, a 

firvant 


the T rophecie of Obadiah. 


Servant of the mojl higb-God t which {betted H „to ,he m ,h e T~. --- 

16. 17. Sed furdo fabulam : the Edomites were fo fleihed^hft a 
inveterate enemies to the Church, that there was little o„„ 5 , l , ood > and fnch 
Howfoever, to leave them without excufe, and if no/fihl* b ° do " c , u P on them, 
their fecurity. He faith, * P e > to roufethem out of 

We have heard a rumour from the Lard 1 We rhii-ic 
( who are d fecretU to the Lord, Amos 3.7. ) have heard fo? my fel]ow - pro Phets 

“Zgly a«omp«(h d ed“ WU no ^"iS; but‘ ac! 

rent byfiVe- 

Anfcyc, faith lie, and let „s rife up \ainfi her in bJteY 7 J^° r0 “ fly * 
and do out utmoft againft Idnmct. After this fort alfo fl Jil Cod '° yn ° Ur fo I CeS - 
up themfelvcs one day, and one another i 1 f Gods warn oursLirre 
Pfeudo-chtifiihns Antichriftians when ie Komi Hi Edomites, thofe 

that old withered whore of Babylon- to m-the kTrddlNt pUt V lt0 tbc J r Iiearts > t0 bate 
and burn her with fire. Rev. J 7 % 17 t! ^ eat her fiefs, 

( not unlike this in the Text; by f« Petrarch in thrfelord’s"® BtlTf™ 
nempe propmqutor atque recent tor a dhuc flat ■ rhh rl / B *V /on nltera y 
i here yet Landeth a nearer and’newer Pahvlnn rf, ’ \ mca Jf r(i > f l e f c fs viri. 
not Land Jong, were you but Aden. Arife ye and It 77 s ° f ° Id ic fhoultl 

tell. ] he Jews at this day call the Hierarchic nf o ™\ her in bat- < 

Edom ; and for Dumah, Efay 21.11. thevrnd R J * OD } e » t le ^ ic ^ed ki»gdome of 

7 Q 7 ehTd yl jT s fcr ™ on ’ cal,ed rfcjc^^^^ earie ^ ucwilIin fi> 

fpicable, ‘and ab/ed, as am*ft2 llndi'fPd T ‘ m is > vile > de ' 

ordinary then to defhtfe the day of fma/l thinos * ~ , and def P 1,bd - nothing is more 
faid to be Aiagnus tntnagnis, t /nd where?* God is 

theie profane Edomites, flatting them up in mount ^ ahva ^ e , Ue P c d <>wn 
trey ( not unlike A fere Hefiods count rev or Landaff*¥ n £ , . barren coun " 

a place, neither pleafant , fertile nor fife ) and nJc ff ™ luch ,s (a| d to be 

fame, or almoft name among other Nations Were l ° aCCain to an V 

,n cIlc B, ^ lc ( and never there for any goodncire^eTtherT t ^ “JS T nti ? ned 
known that there ever had been fuch a Deoole w would hardly have been 

intolerabiv infolent, as verfe 7 > fwell tn^ 1 Cr . ePor ^ r ^ en Should Edom befo 

r»r.U, as he is *V M blood, 

him yet lcffer and lower then vet he is bv rhofe -n- *° d r a courfe to make 

on him, to Lain the pride of all his glory hofc arm,es of h ‘ s ^ are comming up- J 

thy (elf in thy ftrong-holds from thv ftrontei? ™ ' ; , ' 1 ? d ‘ ,at tl,01 ‘dccurc 
befooled thee and due the fam* ; u n& i e . neni, f s; ^ t,r ^ iei ‘ein thy pride hath 
fuL woman, Gen. 3^13. / the fame word 7A fei ‘P encdid once upon the 

when (he Was in the 38 ^ wbo complained, 

Kinff u{ all the rh;u t? • 1 * *” e J er ? em hath deceived me y &c. He is Lill rhe 1 

him into W hath turned him afide ,W 

dreams, ^ (ayX'&' T '? his foltl > § ec ouc of his golden 

mans, who lying faft afleep unon r % ht ^ ■ His cafe is not unlike that E( 
happinefle andiafecy: bu ? c uuon^!he ffd a °*7 ^ dream s merrily of much 

y bUC Upon the hidden Larcmg for joy, breaks his neck, and 

? tumbles 


De rent, utri - 
ufque fort. 


Augufiin. ~ 
Awtfi) yfiiuec 
Kpx-ii 

dpy ASl), ith* 

5 reT*«An. 

Hefiod. 

Oodip.CataL 
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tumbles headlong into, the bottome of the Tea. 

the* that d* A* the clefts of the rockS} In a rocky mountainous countrey (as 
the Highlander in Scotland , outof the reach of my rod, as thou fondly ianch 
c/l ■ in Arabia Petraa , where thine enemies cannot come at thee ; and where 
thou thinkeft thy felfnoleffefafe and out of harmes-way, then Mofts was, when 
God had put him into the cleft of the rock, and covered him with his hand Exod. 
,, 22. ox Elias when he flood in the mouth of the cave i King. i9.13. 

\hofe habitation ts high-} Heb : Inhabitation is high ; by a change of the perfon 
out of an holy difdainc ot Edoms pride and creature-confidence, as it he were extra 

]atlum. out of gun-fhot,above danger. 

that faith in his heart , Who frail bring me down ?} 


Atrtus in 
Thicjie apiid 
Senec. 


Ben : Jonf. 


Squalls aftris gradior^ & cunctosfuper 
Ahum fuperbo vertice attingens polum y 
Demitt0 fuperos i ftitnmavotorum attigi drc. 

My roof receives me nor, tis ay re I tread : 
At every ftep l fcelc my advanced head 
Knock out a ftarr in heaven 


Such <Treat fweUhu* words of vanity fpeakes the proud man, fuch big bubbles of 
aPct * 2 ' lZ ‘ of ^eords, fcfquivedalia verba, W ho fhall bring me down ? who is the Lord ? who 
is lord ovc&us ? &c. Such haughty cxprcilions inch lofty language is a forerunner, 
a prefage of imminent dtftruftion, as here. A bulging wall is not farr from a down¬ 
fall. W bile the word ( Is not this great Babel C re ) was. yet m Ncbuchadncz, 
*ars mouth, he was deprived of his kingdome, and drivenifrom men See. Dan. 4. 
31. Mecaft hexes the Perfian ( an ancient writer ) reporteth that the Chaldeans re¬ 
late, that Nebuchadnezzar returning home laden with victories fell mad ; and 
being in afanatick veine, foretold the dcftru&ion of Babel, whether he foretold 
irornotisfurchc occafionedit, bv confiding in it, and by robbing both Godot 
his glory and hisanccitorS (the firft founders ) of their honour : for he only en. 
larged it, and built the palace entirely: and now he faith? Who (hall bring me 
Pfol. iap. 1. do * n ? &c That wilI j faich God, i n the next words. *s£fop being asked by 
Chilo ( one of thefeveo wife men of Greece ) what God was doing ? aniwered, 
He bnngcth down the proud, and lifteth up the lowly. See the like Efal. 147. 6. 

Vcrfe 4, Though thou exalt thy fclf as the Eagle} Or, as the Arabick text hath 
it, ad acjuilam hard by the Eagle; Couldfl: thou fly as high a pitch as that bird, 
which isfaid to fore out of fight, and build thy neft aloft, as He doth, on the 
higheft mountaines, and talleffc trees, that the ferpentmay not come at bis young. 

and though thou fet thy neft among the ftarrs} i. e. upon fuch high hills as reach 
to the upper region of the ayre. Of Ithaca, ( Vlyjfes his country ) the Oratour 
faitb,that it was in Jcopulis quafi nidus affixafe c as a neft among the rocks.And Pan- 
lus z/Emylius the Ilomane Generali pulled down the caftlcs at Athens, laying that 
they were tyrannorum nidi : and our Henry 8- commanded the Abbeys here to 
to be demolifhed , faying, thatthofe crowes-nefts were to be deftroyed, neite- 
rum ad cobabitandum convolent that they might never breed agame amongtt us. 
Lucifer and his Antitype Nebuchadnezzar fpakc of afeending into heaven, a ove 
the heights of the clouds, and of the fetting their thrones above the iwrrcs °* 0 

Efa . 14.13,14. See the like language, or bigger from the l'iince ot Tyre tz^K* 
28. 2. with the iflue, much like this that here followcth. 

thence will 1 bring thee down} Down with a vengeance - : as he did lNo? 

buchadnezzar , Herod , Edom , Attilas , Genfericus , Bajazet Sec. The Phili nes 
flouted Jonathan and his armour-bearer and faid ,Come up to us, and wee will Jsewyou 
a thing’, thatis, we will give you your payment before we part with you: they 
held it impotfible to get up that fha* p fteep craggy rock where they kept garnio 1 * 
But Jonathan clambred over that rock on his hands, and feet; and put them 
. the root 1 Sam*. 14. 13 An exploit of as great or rather of greater valour, 

jLh^Jni that of Alexander the great, for which he is fo crowned and Chronicle y - 

Cun. 1.7. torch, and Qurtius : the flory is this. Arimazs: having garrifoneda very 


Cicero. 1. dt 
Oratore. 


tbeTropbecie o/Obadiah. 295 ' 

rock, ( held almoft itiacccflible, and to which there was but one only paflage ) in 
the Sogdian countrey, with thirty thoufand men : and being lent unto by Alexan¬ 
der to ycelduphis hold, derided him and asked whether Alexander could flie? 
whereunto Alexander returned this anfwer, I will make thee know ere thou art a 
night elder, that the Macedonians can flie. Hereupon he pickt out three hundred 
of the boldeft men he had; and by great promifes prevailed with them the next 
night, to climbe up the backfideofthe rock to the top of it; which accordingly 
they did: and killing the guardes, took the garrifon, letting in Alexander , who 
nailed Arimaz.cs to a crofle. 

faith the. Lord} who will furely doit: how improbable, or impoffible foever 
you may Judge it. 

Verfe 5. If thceves came to thee, if robbers by night J Or, what? have theeves 
come to thee? have robbers been here ? O, fure’tis worfe then fo with thee: they 
would never have made fuch clean work, as they fay, but have left iomewhat be¬ 
hind them, they would never have plaid the Harpyes in this fort, and taken all 
before them, &c. Thus the neighbour nations Rand v/ondring at this wofull 
deflation, and farcaftically infulting : Now to be mocked in mifery is no fmall 
grief to the party. Thus the Prophet prickes them by a Rhetorical Addubitation 
the better to alfed their minds with an cflfeftual feareofno ordinary or cafy cala¬ 
mity, but fuch as will b<? vvonderfull, and incredible: fo that they that hearc ofic 
will fay, 

how art thou cut of ? 3 Or, how filent art thou ? what? did thine enemies fet 
upon thee per arnica filentia Luna ? did they rake thee napping, that they flired 
thee thus ? Have they dealt by thee, as Sr. Francis Drake (in his travels ) did by 
the Spaniard whom he found fleeping on the bank of a river with many wedges 
of gold lying by him. He never waked the man, but eafed him of his charge; 

, Or rath , r as Epaminondas did by the watchman, whom he found faftafleep.* he 
thru fl- him through with his fword ; and being chid for fo {evere a fad, replied. 

Talent cum nliqui, qualem invent , 1 left him but as I found him. 

If the grape-gatherers came to thee, Vtmld they not leave fome grapes: 3 Surely 
they would : Deut » 24. 21. there would likely be a gleaning of grapes after the 
vintage is done lfa. 24. 13. two or three berries in the top of the uppermoft 
bough ; foureorfivcintheoutmoft fruitfull branches Efa. 17.(5. It is hard but 
fomc make efcape out of the battle to bring the ill newes, Edoms mine therefore 
and dcfolacion was moft deplorable and irreparable s fith none was left alone: but 
all botl) men and meanes raked and racemated. 

Verfe 6. How are the things of Efau fearched out ?} Or ( as Drujtus reades it) 

Ho\X> are the pofterity of Efau fearcbed out ? the men to the daughter, the wealth 
to the Ipoile ? what cunning and daring fouldiers were thefe to pry into every cor-? 
ncr for prey, and to pall them out of every lurking hole, where they might have 
been circumvented and butchered, in thofe dark and ftraic places ; This fhewes 
furely that they were both armed and animated by God himfelf. Confer Joel. 2. 

6, 7, 8,9, but efpecially Jer. 49.1 o, 11. where you have the full of that, which is 
here but abridged: and therefore this verfe hath not lo much as an Athnach in if, 
fordiftinftion. 

how are his hid things fought out}'] i, c. his treafures and Jewels which have 
i their name in Hebrew from hiding z becaufe men ufe to fecret and fecure them 
With utmnft care and diligence. See Mat, 13. 44. hence they are called treafures 
of darknejfe Efa. 45. 3. See lob 3. 21. Abundance of this was found at Conjtan- 
tinople , taken by the Turks : fo that the fouldiers divided it among themfelvcs by biHA 
hat-fuls, wondring at their wealth, and deriding their folly, that pofleffing fa 345 . 347 . 
much, they would bellow fo little in defence of themfelves and their countrey, 

Jofl: by their tenacity and nigardice: And the fame is reported of Heidelberg, This 
that is here threatened againft Edom , was accordingly executed in thefiftyeare Jofpheont. 
after the deftru&ion of Jerufalem, faith fofephus ; Nebuchadnezzar in the 23. '** 

yearcol hi> raigne invading and wafting Idumea. Ill-gotten goodes profpernot. 

Men rake together riches, and know not who jfhall gather them Pfa. 39. 7. But, 

* et man goe beyond and defraud another: for God is the avenger of all fuch 1 Thef 2 Cor. 4. z, 
4. 6 . They do beft that renounce with St. Pauf thole hidden things of difronefiy * Prov.ro. 

not 
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not walking in craftinefle, nor making haft to be rich; for treafurcs of wicked- 
nefl'e profit not: and when God conies by his judgement to turn the b'ottomc of 
the bag upwards, as Jofephs ftewardonee did, all our fecret thefts will out. See 
jEcclc. 12. 16, 

Verfe 7. AH the men of thy confederacy J which therefore fhould be true to thee 
but prove trecherous : fo vaine it is to cruft to that broken reed of carnal! combi¬ 
nations, Many friends are like deep ponds, deare at the top, and all muddy at the 
bottom : the cautcs they will be, but not the companions of calamity. Like they ' 
are faith One, to crovves which flock to a dead carcaflc, not to defend iebutto 
devour it: and no fooner have they bared the bones, but they are gone. David' 
complaineth offtich Vftl. 55. 13, 14, 15. and Jeremy of his unkind reuntreyrnen 
of Anathoth chap. 11. But for Edom, it was no great pitty, confidering their 
perfidy both to God ( becaufe they had trunfgrefted the lawes moral! and munici¬ 
pal!, changed the ordinances, that is, the law, of nations and broken the ever Lfinr 
covenant, that is, the law of Naturc,vvhich is that light that lightened! every man 
that commeth into the world I oh. 1.9.) and alio to their brethren the Jfiaclites 
their extreame inhumanity, as it followeth ver. 10. 11. They had therefore bit 
their own meafure rneted againc to them : as they had forgotten the brothnl) rc. 
venant. Am. 1.9, 11. fo they met with thofe that paidthem home in their’own 
coync : neither were they any morepittyed, then Haman when the kins frowned 
upon him, or Sejanus when he fell into the difplcafure o ^Tiberius- his friend-: fli 
owing thcmfelvesmoft paflionate againft him, faying that if CefarhiA clemency, 
he ought to referve itfor men, and not caft.it away upon thonfters. 

al brought thee even to the border} And there left thee at the worft : pretending 
to heJpthee, butbcc: aying thee indeed to the enemy : and helping to caft ifccc out 
of thy countrey, under a Ihew of cou.tefy. 

the men that were at peace with thee} Heb : the men of thy peace , the Ammonites, 
Moabites and other neighbour-nations from whom thou fearedft no hurt: thc/e, ro 
ingratiate with the king of the Chaldeans. 

Ovid. ^ have deceived thee} Tutafreepuenfcjue via efi per andcifallere nomen k This made 
tpihotftftii a certaine Heathen cry out, Friends, there is no friend to be found: and Another, to 
Soct. f pray God to deliver him from his friends; for, as for his enemies he could better 
beware of them. 

they that eat thy bread} Heb. thy Bread-men , thy fellow-commoners, conviSlores 
& confaianet , others amici, that are feldome either fatisfied, or fure. 

have laid a Wound under thee} The Hebrew word fignifieth both a wound and a 
plaifiet : they would fecrctly wound them, lay a wound under them ; and yet 
feeme willing to bind up their Wounds, and healc them, by applying a plafler: Inch 
dawbing there is in the world. Fide, deffide. Cavebis nut cmft pave'bis. 

there is none underfunding in him\ that is, in E dom . and this feemeth fpcikcn 
by way of Apoftrophe to the Ifiaelites, whofe comfort is intended in this whole 
Prophefie. Itis as if it bad been faid, Edom holds himfclf wife, but will ftiew 
, himfclf a very fot, deftitute of common fenfe : liich as taketh not notice that theft 
are the wounds with which he Was wounded in the houfe of his friends : the Win A i- 
eithcr infenfiblc of it: or elfe well content with it, till he hath bought his wir, and 
begins to open his eyes; but not till the paines of death arc upon him, as it is faid 
of the Mole. 

Verfe S. Shal I not in that day faith the Lord chc.} Edom 1 was famous for tv if- ^ 
dome, as appeareth by Eliphaz. the Temanite, and other of lobs friends who were 
Idttmrans : and Rabfbakeh could fay, that counfcl and ftrength arc for was r Vfa. 
36. 5. what a price did Agamemnon fat upon Neftor ? and Darius upon Znphirns? 
Scipio did nothing without his Polybius , and aferibed moft of his victories to his 
Prov. 20. 18. advife. Every purpof? is eftablifhed by counfcl • and with food advice make warr, 
faith Salomon. RomaniJedendo vinennt pafled foraproverbe of old. The Romanes* 
conquered by fitting in counfel .• and Gyreas got more cities by his wisdome, then> 
Vyrebus by his puiflance. But where no counfel is the people fall Vrov, 11. T4. and 
this was Edoms cafe in that day, that is, at that rime when their confederates be¬ 
tray cd them to their enemie. anddefolationwasatnextdooreby. God deftroyed 
theirWife men he cither cut them off, or infatuated them. Dciss, quern deft r nit, % 

dementat 
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dementat. When God intends to undo a man ( fay the Dutch ) he firfl puts out his 
rtc-, and befools him, f titty faith of the Eagle, that fetting upon the Hart, hee 
lights upon his homes, and there flutters up and down, filling his eyes with duft, 
, born in her feathers: that at lafthemay caft himfclf from a rock, and become a 
prey. God blinderh the underftanding, and expeftorateth the wifdome of thofe 
whom he defignech to deftrudion- Surely the Princes of go an are fools , the Wife 

counfeilours of Vharaoharc become bruitifh, they have alfo feduced Egypt - The 

Lord hath mingled a fpirit of perverfities in the middefl thereof ,, See. E fay 19.11, 


12, 13, *4* 

Verfe 9. And thy mighty men, O Teman,J thy Gy ants, thy Champions , that 
durft look death in the face upon great adventures in the field .• thefc were now 
difniayed, and dijpirited; their courage was quailed, and even broken with fear, as 
the word fignifieth : fo that as Saul, when the Devil had preached his funeral), 
made haft c and fell With the fulnefteof his future all along on the earth, as being 
fore afraid, 1 Sam. 28.20, fo fhall it be with the mighttes ofTeman , that is, of 
Edom\ for Teman was nephew to Efau, and fonne to Eliphaz, Gen. 36. and of him, 
fome city, or part of thecountrey took its denomination. The Chaldee and the 
Vulgar Latine cake the word Tman appellativcly, and render it thus. Thy mighty 
men fhall perifb from the South : or, thofe chat dwell to the Southward of thy coun¬ 
trey, and fo are more remote from the Northern Chaldees; yet they (hall no fooner 
hear of their coming, but they fhall tremble, and forget their proweffe. 

to the end that every one of the mount of Efau may be cut off by flaughter. ] Heb.' 
every man , be he never fo manly, and magnanimous. Of the mount of Efau~] of 
Idumea, which wasmountaneous, and therefore fitly called Seir, that is, rough and 
rugged, nay be cm oft by (laughter. ] fo that they fhall live by fame onely, and 
hardly that. 

Virfe 10. For thy violence againft thy brother facob, ] For thine open violence, 
thine iniquity, rapine, injury done by force, and in publike view, fet upon the top of Htnctmhms 
«rcc^, that all m.ghc behold it, 24. 7. JBSjL 

againft thy brother ,3 dune own mothers fonne, Pfal. 50. 20. Thisisnofmall rapine,Levit. 
aggravation of thy fianc, that it is in germanum laeob , thy neareft Allies. Edom n.io, 
had other finnes nor a lew : but this was the chief, and is therefore here and elfe- 
where chiefly alledged, as the caufe of their utter ruine, Ezech. 25. and 3 5. ArHos 1. 

Mai. i. Nothing is more hatefull to God then unnaturalneffe. A brother is born 
for adverfity, Vrov. 17.17. his birth bindes him to it: and lice muft firft offer vio¬ 
lence to himfelf, that is unkind to his diftreffed brother : he muft tear the dilates 
of nature out of his own heart. And however at other times brethren may jarre 
and jangle: yet at a ftrait, and in a ftreffe, goodnature (if there be any remains 
of it) will work*, and good blood'will not belie it felf : Ifrael was charged for this 
caufe not to abhor an Edomite, becaufeh? was his brother, Deut. 23.7. and yet the 
Edomites ufed them as difcourteoufly in their paflage to Canaan, as the Moabites 
and Ammonites did, Num. 20. 20,21. they were alfo their perpetuall enemies, and 
of a devilifh vindidive fpirit toward them, to the very laft: hence their enfuing 
doom. 

ftsame fhall cover thee,} for thy violence covering thee as a garment, and for thy 
pride compajfing thee as a chain , Vfal. 73. 6. The face of fuchas are afhamed is 
wont to be covered with blufhing, the blood flufhing to the outward parts to 
relieve them, and, as it were, to hide their fhame. Hence the Hebrews fay, that 
thofe that blufh for fhame, are covered with fhame, Mic.6.10. Pfal. 69. 8. and 
35.26. and 109.17,29. lob 18.22. Thofe that fhame the ceunfelef the poor , be - 
caufe the Lord is his refuge , Vfal. 14. 6. fhall themfelves be Covered with confufion 
here, and be raifed up at laft day to fhame and evtrfafiing contempt, Dan. 12.2. 

And thou Jhalt be cut oft for ever. ■ 

*Aitcruum, cxima decifns ftirpe, peribtS' 

Efaj propheieth the fame irreparable mine to Edom, chap. 34. ro. and fo doth 
E SLCchiel, rh*p. 35. 9. That which l ere my fpeaketh of feventy years continuance 
only of their lerving the king of Babel, chap* 25. n. it is not meant of an end of 
their captivity, but of the Rc.byiqnijh Monarchy. 

Verfe II. 
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Verfc II. In the day that thou ftoodeft on the other fide , j Over-anent • cur' 
eying, and malicioufly promoting, by thy virulent tongue, and violent hands^V 
downfall of Ifrael. Nemocuriofus qu in ma levelus , faith an Angcnt. Thefe Ed 
mites fed their eyes with their brethrens miferies , as with a pleafant fpeift f 
At firft perhaps", they were oncly lookers on: but afterwards they food ao/infr 
in battel (when they law them worfted ) and took part with their cnemi * c 
Efih. 8 . 2. Pfal. 9. 6. Eph. 6. ii. The Samaritans afterward ferved them ’ 
like fort, as J ofephus reporteth: efpecially when Antiochw tormented the | ln 
they wrote to him to excufe themfelves as no Jews - and Coffering him their wS 
bafely ftiledhim, Antiochus the mighty God. . & uc,rJ( *vtce) 

In the day that the ftrangers carried away captive. Sec.'] Edcms malice is hero 
aggravated by the circumftancc of time they took to exprelfe it: viz. w h en God 
people were at worft, and when their extreme mifery fhouid have moved nitv I W 
was a Dog-like, Dcvil-like pra&ife, to fall upon thofe tliac are down before -to add 
.ijjlittioH to the r.jjlitted, Pfal. 69.26. _to pufli the wounded out of the Heard" as tliev 
fay Deer do. Of fuch barbarous and favage ufage David oft complained* and 
Job, and Jeremy, and Jefus, Pfal.22. fuch (hall one day cry out at Gods barrels 
fephs brethren did, Gen. 42. 21. and finde no mercy, jam. 2. 21. no mo-then 
crucll K^did, Efth. 7. it being juft with God to fet off all hearts from him 
who had been fo unreafonably mercilefTe. This job well knew, and therefore lo 
findioully purgeth himfelf of this hainous wickednefTe, chap. 51.29. Autonhu aifo 
out of Pttaccus Mytelenaus affirmeth him to bee a beaft and worfe, that makctli 
lumfelf merry in another mans mifery. The beaftlieft among bruit creatures even 
/ fwine, feem to be arfe&ed with the out-cries of their kind. Men onely more brui 
tifh then they, triumph in the calamities each of other, and are not moved with 
their out-cries, albeit as bitter as that of Hezekiah, Efay 38. 14. () Lord \ am op- 
prefed, help me. This Solomon calleth opprejjion of an high nature Eiclef 4. 1 
Pjal. 142.4. ‘ " 

and forreiners entred into his gates, ] having taken the city: then did the Edo¬ 
mites fet fire to the Temple, 2 EJdr. chap. 4 . verf. 45. Citizens in a liege fortiffe 
their gates, and defend them ro the utmoft ; for if the gates bee gained the citv is 
loft: as it was at jerufalem, and as it had like to have been at the city o fCoccinlm 
in the Ifland of Lemnos, which the Turks had furprized on the fudden but that thev 
were happily prevented by the courage of one Manilla , a maiden of’that city who 
feeing her father flam in the gate, took up the weapons that lay by him - and like 
a fierce Amazon, notably revenged his death, defperatly fighting in defence ofher 
TurLhil} Ai2 countrey ? II w 1 lch t n ho f f e w.that were in the gate at the firft. and fo kept the Turks 
out, unttll the reft of the citizens, moved with the alarm, came to the gate 
and caft lots upon jerufalem,] i.e. upon the plunder of Jerufalem : according 
to the cuftome of old fouldiers, AW. 26. 56. See this fulfilled, 2 K»>. ->4 and ■> j. 
Sec allfo more of this praftife, Nab. 3.10. J^/3.3. and how grievous it is to the 
ingenious, hear Andromache , 

Virg. sEneiii ' O fcclix nna ante alias Vriameia vinje, 

3 * JHoftilemad tumulum,Troiee fubmosnibus a It is 

Juffa mori, qua fortitus non pertulit ullos, 

Necvitteris heri tetigit captiva cubile. 

veti thoKwafi as oneof them. . } The entphafts \ieth in the word Thou : as in that 
1 Kcu ‘ )c ”°^' n § Brutus among the Confpiratours that took away his life: 

Vic Caff**' tr* ? { onne . Brutus ? Even T hou, brother Edom, whom we fpared in our 

paflage thorowthewilderneffc; when we deftroyed other Nations, Dent. 2. Thou, 
who halt from David's dayes ( for moil part) been our vaffall and tributary. Hie- 
rom applteth this to Heretikes ; Mercer to that Arch-hcretike Antichrift, an utter 
oppolice to Chrift, yet a pretended friend ( as was Didos ) a lervant of Gods 
ervants (lfyoule beleeve him) but a rnoft bloody perfecutour of the Church, 
in whole ruines he yet revelleth, and will do, till Chrift fhall pimifh him, with bis 
Jore,^and great, and (bong (word Efay 27.1. and dung his vineyard with theflefh 

of that wild-bore. 1 * 


, Kcu trj 7**- 
VOV Ilf ?T«/. 

Die Caff, 
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yerfciz. But thou fheuldcft not have looked on the day,] Unleffeit were with ' 

weeping eyes. Ijfdem quibus videmus oculis flemus. Men have the fame organ of 
feeing and of Weeping : that when they behold a dolefull objed, they might weep 
over it: not as the Crocodile doth over the dead body which fhe had (lain before 
and afterward devoureth : but with true tears of compafiion, weeping with thofe ~ 
that Weep. God takes it ill here, that any fhouid once look upon his afflided peo- Gen,4,5 ‘ 
pie, unleffe it be to pity and relieve them. He obferved Cains lowring upon hi 
brother : and the Jewes wagging their heads, Mat.i 7 .^ 9 . Rabftjakehs lofty looks s Gcimi s. 
Efay 37 * 2 3 * L **** s change of countenance, &c. Men may not loo^ at liberty 
and as they lift - Vultu fepe Uditur charitas. It was not for nothing therefore that 
in Queen Elizabeths dayes, at a meeting of the borderers in the Marches, betwixt 
England and Scotland, about goods unjuftly taken, fecurity was given andconfir- CmEUfab, 
med on both fides by oath, ( according to cuftome ) and proclamation made that 3 ‘ 2 - 
no man fhouid barme other, by word, deed, or look. 

when he became a firanger,] and fell under a ft range punifbment , as Job (1 peak- 
eth, chap. 31.3. that is, a rare and unheard of mifery, monftrofum exihum, Trcmel- 
lim rendrethit. This was threatened, iChron. 7. 21. and accordingly fulfilled 
Lam. i. 9- Ifrael became the worlds wonderment, a famous inftance of Godsfc- 
verity againft a people of his Wrath, and of his ettrfe. Aben-Ezra rendreth it. In 
his ft range day, fuch as he had never feen the like before. Others, when he Was ba- 
tlifted his own borders, and became a Stranger at home : when God feemed fo look 
ftrange upon him, and to ftand aloof, or as a»i» aftonied, that knows not whe¬ 
ther lie had belt help or no, as a mighty man that cannot fave , Jer. 14.8, 9. John AV-foMr* 
Baptist was beheaded in prifon without any law,right, or reafoti, as though God had 1423. 3 

knoWn nothing at all of him , laid that Martyr. 0 

neither fbotildcft thon have njoyced over the children, 8cc. ] For this is to bee Tick 
of the devils difeafe, and fuch are allured, that they fhall not go un- 

punifhed, Prov. 17.5 God will foon fee it, and be difpleafed, and turn the Silent 
of his wrath, upon fuch an offendour, Prov. 24. 18. as he did here upon Edom, 
for looking with hking on the calamity of his brother, for rejoycing at the down¬ 
fall of his enemy. p 

Neither fhouldft thou have [foken proudly.] Heb. Magnified thy mouth, blufterin" 
and breathing out big threats, fetting up thine home on high and faying, RafeiT 

rafe it, even to the foundation thereof ^ Pfal. 137. 7. ’ “ > 

Diripite, ex imis evertite fundamentis. Euchnan. 


Such a Pyrgopolynicas was Nebuchadnezzar , Efay. 10.T 3. and Alexander the «reat 
and Antiocbus, that little Antichrift, Dan.y. 8. and that great Antichrift of Rom/ 
bellowing with his bulls, and menacing hell to all that adhere not to him. Sec Rev. 
13- S, < 5 . and a like phrafe to this, Ezeki 3 5-. 13. 

Perfc 13.2 hou ftouldeft not have entered into the gate, &c.J But have looked 


upon them as my people, though under a cloud of calamity ; which will foon blow 
oyer, fo enter therefore into their gates for prey, and fpoil, is to burden your felvcs 
with that burdenfome ftone, that fhall break you: to drink of that poifonous cup that 
fhall bane you : to lay your hands upon that barth of fire, that will burn you,.Z>c6, 
12.2,3,6 Look to it, hands off, keep you farrefrom foevil a matter, left it prove as 
that gold of Tholoufc , a mi.chief to all that meddle with it. 1 

tiioH fbouldeft not have looked f\ See Verfe 12. The repetition fhews thehainouf- / 
neffeof the finne. The Holy Ghoft doth not open his mouth in vain (whatever lob 
did, chap. 36.16. ) nor multiply Words Without reafon. 

la the day of their calamity, j This is thrice mentioned : to fhew how fenfible 
God was of this favage dealing of theirs with his poor people, who now lay under 
the ftrokes and ftnpes of a difpleafed mercy. The Hebrew word here rendred caU « 
mitie, fignifiech a fog^ vapour , or miSUe cloud , Gen. 2. 6. lob 36.27. and by 4 Me* 
taphor, it is put for aftfi&ion and mifery, as it is alfo in Latine. 


Temper a ft fuerint nubila, folus eris. 

Nubecula eft,tiro tranftbit faid that Father. 


Atbtnfi 


Verfc 14. 



Verfe 14. Neither fouldefi thou have flood in the crofs-way] Tointerceptthor 
poore fugitives, who fought to fave themfelves by flight, fith they could not bS 
fight. Butalafle, ' * 

Virg. Vnct fains vittis, mllamJperare falutem. 

Seeking to {him the ftielves, they ran upon a rock. Mifcheivous Edomites way¬ 
laid thorn: and cither flew them,or drew them back to prilon,as in the next words 
neither fouldefi thou have delivered up\ Or fut up clofe prif oners the Rcftdue 
Heb: Serido ( the lame almoft with the Englijh , the letters only tranl'pofcd ) 
thofc poore tew that were yet undevoured by the fword. This was greateft cru¬ 
elty of all: And lee the Edomires progrefle in it, and what Proficients they prove* 
Nemo repentefit deterrimus. Sin proccedcs by degrees: neither is any man at his 
worftat firlt. Firft they looked at the churches calamity, and then they laughed 
and chen they inftilted and fpokc big words, and then they plundered , and laftlythey 
butchered lome, and imprifoned other fome. Did not Gods enemies do all this 
amongft us, in our lare unnaturall commotions ? wherein, befidesthemanv mafla- 
cres made every where, it was a like difficult thing, in thofe parts where they 
prevailed, to find a wicked man in their prifons, ora good man out of them. 1 
Verfe 15. For the day of the Lord is near &c. ] The Voiced plotteth again(l the 
andgnafbeth upon him Vvith his teeth. The Lord fal laugh at him : for he/ceth 
that his day is coming P fa. 37. 12, 13. the particular day of his lore puniftunent 
a type and pledge of the gencrall judgement, that great day of the Lord , akin's 
called Rev, 6. 17. and i< 5 . 14. bccaufe the great God will on that day do great 
workes, and determine great matters, Jud. 19. But-as lome mens fins go before to 
judgement, (as it were, byafpeciall lelTions preceding and anteverting the great 
rlJJifes) fo Ihould Edom, and his neighbour Nations taft all of Ntbuchadnelzars 
cup and whip >r. 25. and this day is faidtobe neere upon them , though it came 
not of above an hundred ycares after: fois thecomming of Ch ift to judgement 
neere, though we prefume not to fet the time as fomc have done, deceiving and 

being deceived. 6 

as thou hafi dene, it fall be done to thee 1 God loves to retaliate, and to oppofe 
frowardncflc to frowardnefle P fal. 18. 26. contrariety to contrariety Lcvit 26 
iS 21. feverity to cruelty,as he did to AdonibeAgag ., 2 eba and Zalmunn* 
Jud. 8.19. and Edom here, and E*ech. y 5. And the heathens held this but meet as 
appeareth by their fables and ftories of P ■founts * 

fluid fodis immeritisnatis fua lamina, Vhiueu? 

Ovid. Poena reverfura efi in caput ip fa tutim. 


Juflumeftah So of Tiiomedcs king of Thrace, call by Hercules to be devoured by his own dogs 
Ahadaman- which he had lo oft fed with mans flclh. The like might be laid of P erillus and 
f u 'JTi qlt,s hls brazcn bull, whereof himfelf had the handfell. Herein they laid noother thing, 
inluiitidem Jen what God had in the old law decreed Levit. 24. 19. and Chrift in the New 

fubeatfrpati- hath confirmed Mat. 7. 2. for a terrour to evill-doers, who fhall have like fop 

mr.Aiiji. like returned unto them, and be filled vrith their wajes P rov. 14. 14* See Lam. 

*mc. 4.2i.The Rabbbines conceive all this to be fpoken of the Romanes( whom they call 

Edomites ) Sure we are God will be even with that Romif Antichrift, and render 
hirrHns own mkind,whenhe oncctakeshiminhand,as^ez/.i8,b.&c. Rev. 13: 10. 

7 erfe i6. For as jehave drunk^upon mine holy mountainej As you O Edomites, 
have rejoyccd and revelled in the ruiues of Zion, caroufir.g and carolling in her ca¬ 
lamity, lo lhall many nations, and you among, yea above the reft (for yourex- 
cellivc perfidy and cruelty ) drink deeply ot the cup of Gods fury, which hath eter¬ 
nity to the bottom. 

and they fal be as though they had not been ] This claufe makes againft that other 
lenlc that fome let upon the text,viz.The Heathen fhall diink,feaft,and triumph over 
thee, O Edom, whom they have fubdued .• yea they fhall drink fo Hourly that 
they fhall fwallow thee up, and all thy fubftance, leaving thee nothing P rater 
caelum & coemtm, as that Roman prodigall boafted he had done to himfelf. Their 

expofition 


expofitiwfemnh more 'prtbable, wBo-bcrt begin,;,heConfolatory. part of the " 

Prophetic S- and make this-wr/emi irf^Kj>tetb thea!mdwHe W sthu^ Likeasve Men-tvs, 
my people have drpnfc your ptoc of tbeJcHptrf:affliftio fl : f , an ordinary M<taph > Trmdl., 
ootmScriptoreoney, as ire*. .23. butalfomHea- £& 

then Writers, in allufion perhaps to the cop of poyfoh given at Athens to Male. iS. 
fiiftours, or ( as fome t hink .) ro the manner of their Rails whereat the S,ntp.fi.rch 
or raler of the featt ( M. a.) gave order what, and how much, every one foould 
) ft* fhall all the Heathen drink, and that continually: yea they fhall not on- 
y fip i f 'lif',??' ^ la f which is fweeteft and deareftj but the dregs and Pediment: 
too, they fliall both drink and fwallow down j till fuch time as it hath wholly fwalv 
lowed them up fo that they fhall be as though they bad not been. See for confir¬ 
mation of this fence, let. 25. ay. and 49.12. And pray for the ruin of Rome, fo 
long frnce: foretold by Sthpll.. Torn min dunes, tjn.fi nmqu.tn Rem. fhitter. 

The Prophetic is fulfilled already in Edom; whofe very name is loll more then 
what the Scripture: reported, of them. The Chaldees cut off abundance of them 
together w| th the Moabites, Ammonites, and other neighbour nations. After that 
‘7 an , d h ‘ s nephew Hirc.nttj flew a greaefort of them: and then. 

JaltJy, the Romans and other Princes rooted them utterly out. See Jofeph Lib i* 

Amui-cap. 19. iMaccab. 5. 6?. 2 Mac.10. 16, 32. 

Verfe 17. But upon Mount Zion fall be deliverance , 1 God will turne againe 
sheer captivity as thejlreames in the South. He flirted up the fpiritof Cyrus to fend 
them home: he reftored unto them both Religion and Liberty .- he did all that 
could be done for them, by fending Ins Son amongft them in the ffilnefTe of time . 
made of a woman, err, made alfo unto all hir people, wifdome, righteioufne(ft fan- 
7 dredem ? n .°”> * C . or ’ K J^fus hath delivered us ftom the wrath ta 

artU there Jl,.ll be hdimp, ] Holineffe to the Lord, 'is Zttch. 14. 20. Sec tile 
Notes there. All the Lords people Ihallbean holy nation, 1 Pet.z.g. Every inha. 

) J th e' lb 7 m y°L Coi fl’f 111be ptoWof holinelTe, both imfHtedini Iff 
I gj “ at > for being mhei-hnt in Chrill, imputed to us , this, lot fate, 

f Rification, imparted by Chrift, inherent in us, - ? 

hvlon mil? hc ° b y. ,Mr 1 The y returning from Ba, 

bylon fhall not onely recover their own polT e ffion S ,out of the hands of the Edomites, 

Samaritans, tmd Syrians, byvertueof an EdiAfrom WhgD^x- but they (half 
^^"JemfeJves, and their territories f when converted to the 
? bring their wealth unto the Church, and (as it is faid of 

23.!8. ) feed and clothe therewith the Saints of God. * 

Verfe j8. And the houfe of Jacob fall be a fire , &c; J The houfe of Jacob are 
ficl X f p j, U ^ h a - B , eni ? mi !l : the bo,t f e °f arc the ten tribes of If^ 

her Sfi r c ? m WaS - hC The fcnce is this > thofe two tribes, toge- 

canLTrv ^ C !i° fthe /Tf J°y n ^themfelves to them, either before, pr after the 
faptivity fhall mvade Idumea, burn it, and fubdue it, as fire doth Hubble fully 
T/' . ] hi s Was done by Hircanus , and Judas Macchabeus , who compelled the 
Womues tobeecircumcifed: and fo wholly pofleffed thofe parts, that there were t 
P any teliques of them remaining ; no not fo much as one 7rj&<pb s ©- ( as the Sep - 
camo* f f ° r * ( as fofno read them ,) ^ny to carry corn after the " ’ “ ■ 

, f u bef ° re lCj acc0rdin g to the cuftomc of the Greeks and Eaflerlinos x 
E h , J rcb “bearer might 9s 4 ictle bee violated, as an Effibafladour ? but here, bee 

ovmhrow ”Til th - ^ \ nd n0t fo much as a mcfren S er ief t to relate the 
uveitnrow. 1 he Edomites were fo utterly rooted out by Hircanus . that thev „a a, 

mnve'ted ’bv and J««- Thofe of them that were f, ** 

and beramp r^ h ft- prGaC ^M g ^ ie GoP P e, » ccafed to be either Edomites or Jewes, 
ovetom^f ia ; ,S * lh 5 Apoftles burning with the zeal of Gods gkJ, and 

wherieve S, rhV tV0Ur and thc infidelit y> idois » and vices of the Gen- 
In i ? ,?.? camc P r « ach,n g- Hence Chryfofiom faith, Peter was a man 

liable ferifanr^frj ' l ?f ai a 01Ptubb * e: ^ aul was ™fatiabilis Dei enttar aninfa T 

ZSt J tbc like purpofc i t was, that to one that deffred ^ 
lOlj 9vy wl ; at kind of pjan Bafil was, it is faid. there was prefentedip a 



^01 t&f»>Expofitiw on 

- DlUaro f fire with this Motto, Tails eftfiafilius, Such an one hZaftl. And old v 

J iatimr when he was demanded the reafonwhy fo little powerful! preaching ? an- 
• fiwered ’ Dec ft ignis, the fpaxk of the fpirit is wanting. Howbeit thisfrophecy, as 
it began to be fulfilled at firft by theApoftles, and the Apoftolica f perfons that 
came after them 5 fo it is daily, and fhall be continually to the worlds epdfulfillcd 
bv the faithfull preachers of Gods holy word, who are clothed with a fpirit *f judge- 
rnent and of burning , Efay.4 4 - and out of whofe mouth proceedeth fire./fr*. 1i.j. 

to purge the gold, and to confume the ftubble. 

Verfe 19. And they of the South /bad pojfefe the mount of Efau, J Thofe of the 
South that is, the tribe of Judah. For ludaa was divided into five parti i,J*A 15. 
whereof one was Southward, toward the coaft of Edom, tier. 21. Another was ia 
the vale or plain, near unto the Philiftines, ver. 33. Here then Obadtah fheweth, 
that the Jews fhall notonely recover their ancient inheritances, but alfo much en* 
large the fame: whereby he fignifieth, that the Church of Chrift fhall grow fo very 
great, that Jewry fhall be too narrow for them (feeZach: 10. 10) the ancient 
bounders fhall not receive them. See Num. 24. 17. Efay 11.14* The Gofpelwas 
foonfpread, notonely to the neighbour nations, but to all the ends of the earth: 
the Edomites, Philiftines are onely mentioned, as being better known and more 
gdverfe to the Jews, then other nations were. ' ,. . . 

and they of the plain, the Philiftinesi. e. thofe five Lordfhips^^fnnwt,^ 
calon Ekron. and Azotus, all which countrey (called Sarona, Arts9 -) Augustus gave 
to Herod the AJcalonite ; and, after his death, to his fons; dividing it into Tetrar- 
chicsAxkt $.1* 

and they fballpof jfe the fields of Ephraim , and the fields of Samaria, J All which 
H ircanus fubdued, and deftroyed their Temple built in mount GarUim. 

and Benjamin fhall poffeffc Gilead, ] that is, fhall propagate and extend his ha- 
bitation beyond Iordan: arid in refpeft of bis exceeding great multitude, fhall be 
compelled to hold and poffefie Gilead, all the countrey betwixt Iordan and mount 
\ Libanus. Thus Hierom with the Hebrew Scholiafts, and many others : who do alfo 

' note, that under tbefe earthly felicities heavenly are deferibed : and that all this is 

chiefly accomplifhed under Cbrift, when as the faithfull are made heirs and iordsof 
all things by Him, who is their Head. SeeE*r£. 37. i6,&c. 

Verfe 20. And the captivity of this hofi of the children of Ifirad, &c. J i.t. the 
multitude of the Jews carried captive to Babylon, returning at length-into their 
own countrey, fhall pofTefTe all the places of the Canaanites, all the Maritine cities, 
all the trad of ground asfarre as Sarepta, which is betwixt Tyre and Zidon, there¬ 
fore called Sarepta of Zidon, 1 King. 17.19- Here dwelt the Canaanites, whoa 
Afher could not expell, Judg. 1. 31,3 z, See Mat.i 5.22. 

and the captivity of Jerufalem which is in Scpharad, \ that is, either in fomect- 
tie of Ajfyria, or in the utmoft bounds of the Babylonifh dominion, ( as fome in¬ 
terpret the word Sepharad , by taking it afunder ) or as farre as Aphardd, ( fo the 
Septuagint) that is, Euphrates. The Hebrew Dortors, as by Canaanites here, they 
underhand the Dutch, and by Zarephath, France, fo by Sepharad they will needs 
have Spain to be meant, fubdued fay they by Nebuchadnezzar, after other his great 
conquefts, and by him planted with lews, carried captive from lerufalem. With 
fuch bold and frivolous fancies do thefe poor deluded creatures fondly feed them- 
felves. They are generally light, aeriall, and fanaticall brains, faith One: apt to 
work themfelves into the fools-paradifc of a fublime dotage. They not onely expert 
BIowns vyagt. a corporal 1 reftitution to their own countrey, but alGp a foveraignty over all other 
nations, andpoffcfiion of their Provinces, faith Another : they beleeve that the 
Baxter f Meflias is not yet come, becaufe the Chriftian Empire is not yet deftroyed: and 

fynagJ.. j. therefore they pray daily for the overthrow of the Roman Empire. Out of the Ealt 

it is that they exped their Meffiah, whither the Spanifh lews fled, ( when they 
were banifhed ) and are exceedingly multiplied: for thofe do they hold to be this 
captivity of lerufalem here mentioned, viz., of the tribe of Iudali ♦ and the other 
Sfte.Euref. j n (joe-many, and Italy, to be of the tribe of Benjamin: who in honour Of the more 
noble tribe, and to correfpond with them the better, do learn the Spanilh Tongue: 
which thole Hill retain, in hope, belike, to be one day Lords of that large and nen 
countrey. a,. 


tbeTrophecie of Qha.dia.h~ ^ 

. ShMl «'«>' f Of Sc,„h- 2 J. 7 . ftTTreturn to their own Sontherh;-~ 

cities and provinces. And tins Prophefie of recovering the holy land, istobe u- 
ken in a fpintuall fence: and it imporceth, that all thofe that arl - a 5 

lews inwardly, (hall flee to the Chufch of Chrift, Jfe* 9! ? ^ S lndced » 

Vcrjc aii And Saviours Shall come np on momi Zi.n'l „„j 

Uircanncm the hfiory : as in the myjPni, the Apoftlesandoth^ IhnftsM, 

mfters, who are here and clfewhere called Saviours T* l [ 7- 

God maketh ufe of their Miniftery ( as he 

of them that are heirs of falvation, Heb. 1.14. and'by their help^ kfcWhfub are 
faved. Hence thofe enpreffions , Tim. 4. 16. thou (halt fave thy felf and thofe 

but mod difficult Prophet, the kingdom Jhall be the Lords) He to fpeak orooerlv Brev W™’ 
is the foie both Soveraign and Saviour of his body the Church \ed dl ^ edd, fl icnim * s 

^tiSiStsstzzA^ 

alfo, and Athcifts, condemned here by Chrift and his faithfiill Minin-.. k t 

againfl; God, and fmners agaioft their own fouls, wilt thou iud<r e th' EzcI{ ' 2< Mi 

man’ 'ftilt thou iudoe thern ’ caufe them tn y*inr»tU.: l ^ ftnne of 

themfelves worthy to bee deftroyed - that judging them MvTth* ^ t0 Jlldge 
judged, 1 Cor. 11. 3i. but of thc mfelves they may not bee 

nature an Ijmaelitc i Chron. 7. i 7 j s for ^is faiSfan?” 6 ' aS Jcther > b Y 

Sam. r 7. 25. Lo thus to * W,«««! an I fraeltn, 2 

ChriftsMinifters for to oaiT&mw Chrift C ? bee dle ambit ‘on of 

righteoufneffe, Jtdof thVmSS?' ^ 

juftification by Chrifts merit, and of fortification bv hfs'Wi^V- nec f fih y of 
Judges and Saviours ; as thofe Iudgesof old were l,u Sp This ls to be both 

ieemeth toallude. This is to/jf/ople ^IIITar ^ Pr °f heC herC 

I^ f 23. This is to proclaim Chrift King and to 'feltbfr S the fire, -j oh> s6 ^, 

Cant. 3.11. with that glorious acclamation, The Lord U 3S 

lawgiver, the Lord u our King, and He Kill fave us F fa Lord “ 

The Kingdom [bullbe the Lords.l Not onelv the’ Kinc^ : ^ n ' - 
creatures, 1 Chron. 29 n. and of G’racein thehLrrc 3 ^ f , Power , over all 

the kingdom of heaven in the Gofpel ) but alfo of ft ^ caiJe d ofc 

“;,T b I- th,efl / CKrc '? d ^ andof 


Cc : 


Acorn. 






comment 

EXPOSITION 

Upon the Prophefie of 

JONAH. 


Ow the word of the Lord came'] Heb. Andthc'toord\ 
For with that particle And, the Hebrews fometimes 
begin a difcourfe, as£^£. 1,1. Levit. r. i, an ele¬ 
gancy proper to that tongue. Howbeit Hugo Car- 
dinalu maketh this And, not an inceptive particle, 
but a copulative to many other things that were in 
the Prophets mind. Others conceive it to be conti - 
• , - . - ,. ,. nuattve °f fonne other hiftory not now extant: or 

at leaf* connextve of this hiftory with the courfe of his ordinary calling, and 
Prophetike employment among the ten tribes, to whom he prophefied together 
iKing.14.25. Amos and others, but with little good fuccefte, in the reigne o ffero- 

team the fecond a Prince more profperous then pious.' lonah prophefied of his 
prosperity,and victories: whereof when no good ufe was made by the houfe of If- 
rael; their calamity and captivity was likewife foretold by Hofca, Amos, and Efaj : 
and hence force conclude, that J oBas was the firft of all the Prophets, whofe writings 
are extant: For he lived, fay they, before the battell of joa'h King of ifrael with 
and ab ° Ut thC Cnd ° f thc life and P ro P Ilef ‘ e of 2 dCtng. 13.14, &c. 

unto Jonah the fonne of Amittai,^ lonah fi; ufieth a Dove, but lotah had too 
... httle of th edovc in him: plenusenim fuit effrar.atis monbus, faith One, aspaflio- 

V HvrU 3 “? f man o( u an .T® 80 * 3S y , 0U have hMrd of, faith Another, Whe> 

ther he was that mad felloe ( as thofe much more mad Captains called him, 2 King* 
?’ tcV- V ✓ VV L aS CO anointr . orelfe the widow of Sarepta’s fonne, raifed 
by bitab (as the Hebrewes wfllfbave him to be,) 1 have ndt to fay. But that he was a 
Jervantof the Lord, we finde, 2 King. 14. 25. and a type of thrift, Mat. 12.40. 
Aupjlw,. concerning whom he prophefied, non tam fermone quam fua quadam pajftose, far 




more plainely, then ifhc had by voice foretold his death and reforreftion. And 
whereas the Grandees and Potentates of the world get them a great name by the 
death and danger of many others; Jonas his omnibusSuperior eft , faith an Inter pre¬ 
ter, Jonah furpaOeth them all in this, that by his fermonat Ninivch he preferred 
that great city, wherein Wc fo many thoufand perfons, and fo much cattle chap 
4. ij. That he was called and fent thither by God, itappeareth by this text, and Oecol. ink 
Oecolampadms obfervethit. He was not, faith he, of them that run before thev 
arc lent; hutbeingfenr, herefufedtorun, becaufeofthehardneffebfthe task laid 
upon him. as did I ike wife Mofes and Jeremy., till better tucourcd. There is leff- 
, danger in refining to run when fenr, then in running unfent. But tvhen God cal- 
r i leth a man to the tniniftciy, let hins notdouhtor defpond, though at firft he find 
not fo much incouragement. Magnafemper fecerint, qui Deo vocame doc norms 
faith Luther. They have alwayes done great things that have followed Gods call’ 
as did Jonas at Ninivch, and doth ftill in the Church of God: for among others' 

Cyprian that famous Martyr confeTetb, that he was converted from idolatry and' 
Necromancy, by hearing the hiltory of thc Prophet Jonas read and expounded to 
him by Cccilitts , whom he thenceforth called nova vita parent cm, the faih^r of Ifs 
chriftian life. “ " - 

Verfe 2. Arife, go to NiniveJS] Mac eft vocatio Prophets: faith Oecolampadius ■ 

This was the Prophets call, which he fhould have obeyed without huckin^ or 
finicking, delayes or difputes, conferring, or confolting with ficlh and blood 
1 Gal. 1. 1 6. True it is, that in humane governments, where rcafon is fiuic our 
there tyranny is thruft in. As in thc Papacy ( where thc whore fttteth upon them 
Rev. 17. 1. that is, ulech them vilely andbalely ; fttteth upon their confeiences 
as Rachel did upon her fathers images ) though their fuperiours command the 
Friars a voyage to China or Peru, without difpute or delay they muft prefentlv fet c„ „ r 
forward : to detraft or difobey in this cafe is held breach of vow, equall to facri- ^ 
ledge : This is intolerable tyranny. But where God callech or commandcth f as 
1 to 3slca rcafon, is prefumption; to oppofe rcafon, is rebellion Paul 

dir ft not but be obedient to the hcavcnLy vifton Ail. 26. ip. Jonah declined his J 
Apoftlefbip C as a Father calleth it) but it had like to have colt him a chocking • 
whereof when in danger, he could confefTc that They that obferuc lying vanityes ( aJ <0 

he bad done to his coft ) forfak§ their o^n mercy , aremifcrable by their own clc&i- Z ' 

on. As for the expreffion here ufed, Arifego , it is hortantis particuU &ft ti di» m 
notat: it is an encouraging and exciting particle. Up and be doing. Be fervent in 
fpiritjferving the Lord, Rom. 12.12. 

Surge, age , fumme Pater -- 

Said Mantuan to the Pope, exciting him to take up armes againft the Turk. There 
isa curfe to him that doeth thc work of thc Lord negligently Jer. 48. 10. auda 
Command to do it with all our might E eclef. p. 10. 

Nineveh that great city'] Built by Minus, and by him fo named: as Adrianopie,. 
Conftantinople, Charlcs-town &c. A great city it was indeed, never any fo great: 
as confifting of three cities/ and having more people within thc wallcs, then arc 
now in fomc one kingdomc, faith an Author. It was fixty miles about, faith Di- 
°t> rt - S r SlC * tHS ^ Bttncin & tait h Alcaire at this day is no lefTe : Paulas Venetas faith 
Qynnfay In Tartary is an hundred miles in circuitc, but we are not bound to be- 
Iceve him. It is enough that Cambalu thc chief city there is 28. miles in compafs ) 

Nineveh was three dajtcs journy in Jonahs dayes, fortified with a wall of an 100. 
foothigh : and that alfo beautified, and befet with 1500. towers, each of them fj $' 
crefted to the height of 200. foot. Thus farr Diodorus : who aJ|o tells us that 75 ‘ 
this great city received one ruine by the river Tigris , which at an innundaoion * * 

brah'out upon the wall, and threw down twenty furlongs thereof. See Nah.i^p. 

Ks lait deftruftion was undertaken and ended by Nebuchadnezzar, as the JcwesTn 
l Jl cir Chronologic teftify. Herodotus faith, by Cyaxares, not by Aft)ages, as 
wrome miltakcth him. If Sardanapalus were king of Nineveh, when Jonas H eT °dinCiie. 
cried againft it ( as Com. d Lapide contendeth ) it was much that (uch an egregious 
voluptuary fhouidfofoonbc wrought upon, as chap. 3-. But He and his people 

Cc 5 foon 




Lib. dt loc. 
Ebraic. 

Ifa. Si. i. 

Hbtn - Ezra. 


fooa rclapled to their former impiety ; and were therefore deftroyed, as N ihu m 
had foretold: So that it may now be faid of Nineveh as once it was of another 
great city in Strabo, magna civitas, magna folitudo. That great city is become a 
greaedefert. SeeZ eph. 2. 15, It is nothing now but a fepulcher of it felf, a little 
town of fmall Trade, where Neftorius his feftaries have taken their flicker, at the 
devotion of the Turk. It is become like that other Niniveh mentioned by Eufebiut 
qua eftparvumcjuoddam’in angulo Arabico oppidum, which is a certain little town 
iu a corner of Arabia . * ' . 

and cn againlt it] Cry aloud with open mouth, and fall throat , fic clames ; ut 
Stent ora'vinccre pojfis. The voyce faid Cry : but what fliould he cry ? Cry that 
their wickedneffe is come up before me ( fo fome ) but that’s nofall: Cry, as 
chap. 3. 5. Tet forty dayes and Niniveh {hall be deftroyed , for their-wicked- 
neffeiscome &c. their iniquity will be their ruine : tell them fofrom me Ufa, 31. 


Am. 5.12. their wickedneffe is come up before me] Their pride, cruelty and other many and 
bony fins, as Amos hath it. Of their idolatry we read not, and yet we doubtnot: 
they declared their fins as Sodom Ef. 10. 9- theyfet them upon the cliffs of 
Jer. 3- 4j 5. the roc ^ £«<?£. 24. 7, 8. they did wickedly as they could , and filled not only the 
earth with their abominations, but the heaven alfo with the noife and flench there¬ 
of/ to the annoying of Gods fenfes, and the vexing of his fonle j more then any 
filthy drunkard doth thole thatare fober, with his hooting and fpewing. See Gen . 
4.10,and 18,20. Rev. 18. 5. with the Notes. 

Verfe 3. But Jonah rofe up to flee <&-c.] i. e. He made , haft ( more haft then 
good fpeed ) to dilobey God. Nemo eft inverfut decalogus. The naturall man 
ftandeth acroffctothe will of God : being abominable, difobedient , and to every 
good work reprobate Tit. 1. 16. Jonas was a fpirituall man ; and fhould havedi- 
lccrncd all things 1 Cor. 2. 15. But this Jpiritual man was mad Hof 9. 7. (as 
they that arc cured of a frenfy, willyet have their freakes, and frantick tricks fomc- 
times ) be caft off the yoke, and turned, for the time, runnagate from the Lord* 
who met him at half-turn, and brought him back againe, though by weeping - 
crofte. Of the black-birds dung is made the lime whereby he is taken: fo here. 
They that would excufc Jonas, and fay that he finned not, Dei feriptis injuriam 
factum, faith Luther, they wrong the feriptures. The beft have their infirmities: 
as the Inowlike fwan hath black legs: add as no pomegranate is without fome 
rotten graines. David law fuch volumes of corruptions, andfo many Errata s in 
all that ne did,that he cries out yvhocan underftand huerrours ? Cleanfe tbou me from 
Jofeph. Anitq. f ecrct faults, Pfal.19 12. 

lib. 9, cap. 11. t o ft.ee unto Tarjhijb] Tarfus in Cilicia, St. Faults countrey Aft. 21. 39* and 
23'. 3. rather then the city Tunis in' Afrikty as Vatablus will have it, or the Eaft- 
Indies, as others. Tarjhijb fometimes fignifieth the maine Ocean, as Vfal- 48. 8. 
( whence fome take it here for the fca ) but that may be by a metonymic of the ad¬ 
junct-. becaufc Tarfus flood upon the Occan-fliore, and was a fit haven whence to 
hoife up faile into fundry countries. _ 

from the prefence of the LoreTJ Ab ante Domini from the fpcciall and fpirituall 
prefence of God wherein he had hitherto flood and miniftred. For from Gods 
generall prefence ( whereby he filleth all places) and is not farr from any one of ut 
ASt. 17. 27. ( not fo farr furely, as the bark is from the tree, the skin from the 
fleflij or the fleflffrom the bones) Jonas knew he could not flee. Blind Nature faw 
and could fay, 


>(juafcunque accefferis or as, 
w Sub Jove femper eris. ' 


1 God is a circle, (aid Empedocles , whofe center is every where, whole circumfe¬ 
rence is no where. Why the Prophet fled/ many caufes are afligned by Interpre¬ 
ters: as Amor patria, timor hnmanms &c. hisfeate of the Ninevites, his love to 
his Ifraelites, his conceit that it would be to. little purpofe to preach to heathens, 
fith he had prevailed fo little at home &c. The very caufe was that which we find 
chap. 4. 2. I fled to Tarjhijb : for 1 knew that thou artagratious God &c. and ! 


Chap.i. 


the Trophecie of Jonah. 


feared, left I fliould thereupon be counted a faile Prophet. So much there is of 
Self found in the beft: who when oncethey are got out of Gods way, they may 
run they know not whither, and return they know not when. * 

and Went doWn to Joppa] Heb. Iapho i afea-town in the tribe of Dan. left, 19.- 
46. diftant about 50. miles from Geth-Hepher ( Jonas his town 2 King. 14. ) 

which was in the tribe of Zabulon toward the lake of Tiberias. Sinners are no 
fmall paines-takers. Therais the lame Hebrew and Greek word for wickedneffe and 
toilefomeneffe. Would finners be at the fame paines for heaven, that thevare at for 
bell, they could not lightly mifs of it. 

and he found aftjipgoing toTarjhiftj-] They that have a mind to commit fig, fhall 
cafily meet with an occafion: the Tempter, who feeleth their pulfes and knowefh 
which way they beat, will foon fit them a penniworth: He hath a wedge of gold 
to fet before Achan, a CozJsi before Zimri. Indeed it is the [uft mans happineffe, 
that no evill fhall happen to him P rov, 12. 21. that is ( as Mercer interpreted 
it) nonparabitur ei» & dabitur occaftoiniquitatis, God fhall cut off from him the 
occafions of fin, remove ftumbling-blocks out of his way 5 either not lead him into 
temptation, or not leave him in it. 

fobs paid the fare thereof] Forfan ut citius navie folveret : perhaps to make* the 
marriners haften the more, Jonas might better have obeyed 6od and gone to 
Nineveh on free-coft. But wit is beft when ’tis. bought, they fay. How many 
f be there, whoperilh at their own charge j as P hocion the Athenian payd for the 
poy ion that difpatched him. 


Non caufabr- 
iur, aptabitur. 


to go with them to Tarjhijb from the prefence &c. ] i. e. out of Gods blelfing 
into the worlds warme Sun. All wilful! finners are runnagates from the Lord* 
fattifjttc funt a cordefuo fugitivi , faith TertuHian : fainc they would alfo run ( if 
they knew how, or whither ) from their own confciences. But if they belong to 
God, Confcicncc fhall be awakened to do its office: and they fhall one day fay 
with her, J went out full, and the Lord hath brought me home againe empty, why 
then call ye we Naomi ; call me Marah : for the Almighty hath dealt very bitterly with 
m^Ruth 1.20,21. # y 9 

Verfe 4. But the Lordfent ouQ Heb. caft forth, fc. out of his treafurics Pfal. 

1 3 7. 7- where-hencc he fendeth at his plcafure mighty great winds which he (the 
only zAZolus ) holdeth in his fill, hideth in his repofitories, checketh them as he 
feeth good, weighs them in his hand lob 28. 25. fends them out as his Polls, 
makes them pace orderly, appoints them their motion, whether as meffengers of 
mercy Num. rr.13. Gen. 8. 1. Exod. 14.21. or as executioners of jaftic«£W. 10. 

13. Job 1. 29. hurting mens houfes, cattle, corn,perfons : yea hurrying and hurling 
the wicked into hell lob 27.21. 

a great Kind into the fed] whither they that go down in Chips fee Gods great 
wonders in the deep. For he commandeth and raifeth the ftormy wind, which lifteth 
up the. Waves thereof &c. Vfa. 107. *3, 24> 2*. &c. Did it not foina marve* 

Ions manner here in 88. and againe in that other 88. fome fewyeares fince ? Had 
not Jchofaphat his fhips broken at, E Aon-gcber 1 King. 22. 48. and Charles the 
fifth at Algeire by two terrible tempefts, which deftroyed almoft all that goodly Val. Max. 
Fleet ? The very marriners acknowledged this wind to be an effed of Gods juftice, 
and therefore thought fit to implore his mercy: for 132 ‘ 

there was a mighty tempeft in the feafj which is troublcfome of it felf and never 
ftill; though fometimes it feems fo: but by bluftering and big winds is made 
out ofmealure troublefome, fuch as was that *01*0.4 Luk. 8. 23. and that Eu- 1 nbomitmart 
roclydon Act. 27. 14. which Pliny calleth Navigantium } P eftem, the marriners Vhg. 
milery. 

fo that the Jbip was like to be broken] Heb. thought to be broken. Gr. was in dan- 
gerto he broken : the marriners made no other reckoning: they looked upon all as 
, loft. God referveth his holy hand for a dead liftnfually: andloveth tohelpthofc 
that are forfaken of their hopes. 

Verfe 5. Then the marriners were afraid, and cryed every man to his God] Forced 
by the prefent nceeffity, firft thefe ftoutfellowes were furprixed with feare; neither 
could they looke pale death in the face with blood ia their cheeks. Death is the 
’ terrottrs Job 18.14. Natures flaughter-man, Gods curfc and hels purvey our. 

Next 
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Georg.hb. i. 
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dAh Expojition on Chap.i. 

Nextthey cryed every man to his God. This was a leflbn of Dame Natures teaching, 
fc that there is a God, and that this God is to be called upon, and cfpcciallyj n 
diftrefle. Thole fooles ofthe pcoplethat faid there was no God, could not (when 
hardly beftead) but look up to heaven and cry out for help. All people iviU 
every one in the name of his God Mic. 4. 5* Thcfe mariners or felt-men ( Co called, 
either becaufc they dealt in that commodity, or elfe becaufe they rowed in the file 
fea ) had their fevcratl gods, according to their fevcrall .countries, and theft they 
now called upon, whom dll now perhaps they little enough cared for; lea-m.cn 
aac not over-pious, for ir.oft part. And yet of the Turkifh mariners I have read, 
that every morning thev falute the Sun with their gcnerail (hours; and a Pried 
laying a kind of Lcrany, every prayer ending with Macrce Kichoon that is, be 
Angels pi'elent .- the people anlwer in manner of a thout Homing that is Amen. Cut 
it is remarkable, that theft in the text, though they crycd every man to his God, 
yet, left they might all miftake the true God, they awaken Jonah to call upon his 
God. This uncertainty, attending idolatry, cauled the Heathens to dole their 
petitions with chat generall Dijque Dcaqu* omnes. lint (thirdly) ar they cried to 
their god~, ib (according to that rule Ora & labor a.) 

they c aft forth the Wares that ire re in the flnp\ Not doubting to facrifice their 
goods to the iervicc of their lives. Skin for flfin, and all that a man hath &c. fo Act. 
27. 18 19, 58. Let us lofe any thing for ccernall life Luk. \6. 8.. and 9. 2?. 

> Mat. 18.8 lufifcr any hardfhip for heaven : we cannot buy it too deare. A (tone 
* will fail down to come to its own place, though it break itfclf in pecces by the way: 
(owe, that we may get to our center, which is upward &c. 

but Jonah was (tone down into the [ides of the fijip\ Into the bottomc of it, hither 
he had betaken himfelf before the (form ; not confidcring that God had long hands 
to pull him out of hi •> lurking-holes, and bring him to judgement. 

and he lay and was faft afleep] It’s likely, that he had notfleptc many nights 
before ( through care, fcareand grief, thole three vultures that had been gnawing 
upon his inwards) and therefore now fleepes the more foundly. Or rather it was 
carnall fecurity : his heart being hardened by thcdcceitfulnefle of fin Hcb. .3. xj. 
He had hardened his heart agamft Gods fcare, and wilfully withdrawn from his 
obedience: hence this fpirituall lethargy, this deep fteep in fin; not unhke that 
ofthe Smiths dog, whom neither the hammers above him, nor the fparks of fire 
falling round about him can awake : though the water-pot and fpeare be taken 
from the bolfter, thefccurc perfon ftirrs not: though the lioufc be on fire over 
his cares,lit ftarts not. 1 heir fenlelcfneffe God will cure in his T onafs, by lharp affli- 
/ aions.Cold dileafes muft have hot and (harp remedies. The lethargy is bed cured by 
a burning aguc-.God will let his prefumptuous people fee what it is to make wounds 
in their confidences, to trie the prccioufnefle of his balmC : fuch may go mourning 
to their graves. And though with much adoc they get afiiirancc of pardon, yet 
their consciences will be ft i'll trembling as Davids Pfa. 51. till God fpcake further 
peace, even as the water of the fea after a ftorm is dot prefcntly ft ill: but moves 
and trembles a good while after the ftorme is over. _ _ ., 

Verfe 6. So the fhip-maj ■ came unto him 1 God might have come himfelf with 
his drawn fword, ( as B aa f ,ah and Rechab did upon flecping Ifrbofljetb ) and taken 
offhis head : or have lent an evill Angel to aroufe him in a fright:' or have thrown 
him into the burning lake, as Agrippa did his dormoufc into the boyling caldron. 
But fuch is not Gods manner of dealing with his people, though he be deeply dif- 
pleafed. Correct them he will, but With judgement not.in his anger , left they be 
burnt to nothing. Inftruft them alfo he will ( Corrections of inftructioh are the . Way 
, of life Pro. 6. 23.) by one mcancs or other; as he did here Jonasby a rude mariner: 
and as long before he had done Abraham and Sarah by Abimelech ah Heathen Prince, 
tofhamethem 

what meaneft thou OJlceperJ Heb. what's come to thee? what a fcnfeleflc lui- 
pidity hathfeifed thee. Are we all in danger, and dott thou fleep ? as the Philofo- 
pher (in danger likewife of fhipwrack ) laid to one that made light of it. Do we 
. all ftand upon our lives, anddoft thou play the foole? Tbe Ipiiituall deeper in 
’. like fore, may he be but warme in his own feathers, regards not the danger ot the 
houle. He is,faith One,a mere mute and ciphcr,a nuHity in the world, a lupcrtimty 


the Trophicre of Jbnah. 


m the earth/ Jeremies rotten girdle, good fornothing, or like the branches of a 
vine, Ezech. 15. 3. 

arije, callup on thy GodJ For our gods will do nothing Torus. The gods of the 
heathen are ifiiver and gold, the work of mens hands; they have mbuthes but fpeak 
not, &c. Pfal. 115. 4. But if Gods Ifrael troft in the Lord, he will be their help 
and their fhield^.p. Forafmuchas there is none like unto him, Ier.io.6. neither 
is their Rochas our Rocl^, our enemies themfelves being judges* Deut. $z. 31. 

if fo be that God will think, upon usj The Chaldee hath it. Will be merciful unto 
us \ The Hebrew word fignlfieth, will clear up, and behold us with a. ferene counte¬ 
nance • granting us a calme, and taking care that we perijh not So lhall we acknow¬ 
ledge him to be Haelohtm , that God by an excellency. Elizabeth (that Retina 
Serenijftma ) for her merciful returning home certain Italians that were taken pri- 
foners in tbe 88 In vaiion, was termed Saint Elizabeth by forne at Venice : who alfo 
affirmed to the Englifh Embafladour there, that though they were Papifts, yet they 
would never pray to any other Saint, but that Saint Elizabeth. » 1 

Verf. 7. And they faid every one to his fellowfj when linos had now prayed and 
yet the tempeft continued (Tor we know that God hearethnot finners, Joh. 9. 31. no 
not a D avid or a Jonah, if he regard iniquity in his heartfvfal. 66. 18. bow lhould 
the plaiftcr prevaile whiles the weapohremains in the wound ? ) theyrefolve to try 
another ccurfe for the fefcgata of thc#lives. Man a creature chat 

would fain live; faid Efop - and what man is he that defirTfhhfe, and loveth many dares 
that be may fee good, faith Daz/i^whereunto A uft in anfwereth.J?** vitam non visit t „ - 
who would HOt be matter of fuch an happinefle ? Hm ' 4 

Come and let us caft lots] And fo put the matter into Gods hands Pro. 16 23 
He difpofeth of lottery,, fbk be rightly undertaken, not fupcrititioufly, curtoufly* 

ralhly : but as truftmg in God, and not tempting him. 

; tha * we f° r ? h f e c * H f e tU evil * »P on »] Some extraordinary caufe 

they knew there was of this extraordinary tempeft. Sinful men ftrike not their 
dogs, much lefte their children, without a caufe. A Beeftingsnot, till provoked- 
neither doth Godpumlh his creatures, till chSre be no other remedy , 2 Chron *6 
16. Good therefore is thecounfelof the Prophet, Lam. 3. 39,40. Why is ikin'? 
man forrowfnf a man for the punijbmem of hts fin ? Let us fearch and trie Our 
wayes (find out the fin that God ftrikes at) and turn again to tbe Lord • turn and 
live- * 

fo they cafi lotsj They fhould have alfo prayed,as All. i.& 6. faying as Saul 
l Sam. 14. Give a perfeSl lot : wicked men alfo are bound to pray, Pfal. 14.4. but- 
although they do not, God can get himfelfglory by their propliane lottery ■ as he 
did by Nebuchadnezzars, Ezek. n. 20, 21. 33 

. the lot fell upon JonahfJ Secret fins will out St length, and be brought into 

t judgement, Eeclef. li. 14. Saculi l&titia eft impunity ncquitta. Surely the hitter- Aug'. 
neffe of death is paft,faid Agag, but hefourid it otherwife. Jonah thought himfelf 1 S*nu 
out of the reach of Gods rod, &c. Wicked mens faults fiiall be written in theic 
foreheads; and they forced to anfwer for all at laft with flames about their ears. V 

V'rfc 8. Tell us, we pray thee , for Whofe caufe , &c.f\ He corifefled not till urged 
and neceflirated. Sinne ^^ex people, and prompts chem to hide their faults, as 
Adam ; or at leaft to mince, extenuate, ihift them upon other perfonsand things, 
as Eve. Sinne and (hifting came into the world together.; and Satan, that old 
tnanflayer, knowing that there fs no way to purge the foul but upwards,’ holds the 
lips clofe, that the heart may not disburden it felf, God by this means is oft put to 
his'proof, and muft bring the malefaftour to trial * who refufing ordinary triaL 
muft therefore be preft,Jer. 2. 35. 

what is thme occupation ? ~f For that thou haft one, wc take it for granted. At A- 
then* every man was once a year, at leaft, to give account to the Judges by what art 
1 or trade he maintained himfelf. By Mahomets law, the Grand Signior himfelf muft 
.uleiome manual trade; Solyman the Magnificent made arrow-heads; Mahomet. 
the great, horn-rings for archers, err. That which the manners here enquire after 
li!- wtl ^ ther J onas occupation be honeft and lawful? whethef he.laboured the 
t ing that wasgoodyEph. 4. 28. For if any man over-reach or oppreffe his brother iri 
any matter, by the ufe of any ill arts, he fhall be fure to find, that rife Lord is the 



vcnger of al fuch, i Theff. 4. 6. though haply they lie out of the walJ^of humane 
juftice, or comes not under mans cognizance. 

and Whence commeft thou ? j Art thou not of an accurfcd countrey ? and is not 
thy people a people of Gods wrath, as England was in the time of thefweating- 
ficknerte, purfuing the Englilh where-ever they came ; which made them like ty¬ 
rants both feared and avoyded of ail nations ? How the J ewes are at this day hated 
and ftiunned as an execrable people, is known to all. 

what is thy countny, and of what people art thou ? 3 Not undo, brevitas , faith Hie- 
rome here. Note the brevity of theic queftions, nothing Ihorc of thofe in Virgil fo 
much admired. 

-- juvenes qua caufa fubegit 

■ Ignotat tentare vias ? quo tenditis ? inquit , ' 

fhtadgenus ? unde domo > pacemne hucfertis,an arma? £ 

Note alfo hcre,how thefe Pagans proceed not to execution, til| they have fully in¬ 
quired into the matter. This was farre better then that ugly cufiome of fame peo- 
, pie in Europe , mentioned by Eneas Sylvius that if any one amongft them be fuf- 
peded of theft, or the like crime, he is prefently taken and hanged up. Then, three 
dayes after they examine the bufinefle ; andjjf the party be found guilty; they fuf- 
fer his body there to hang till it rot down : or if otherwife, they bury him in the 
3 ft*. Sjf. £»■ Church-yard, and keep a funeral-fcaft at the publike charge. 

rop.cap.30. Verf. 9. And he jaiet unto them , I am an HebrewJ i. c. a true Beleever, as was 1 

He her the Patriarch, Gen. 10. 21. and, after him, Abram the Hebrew, as he is cal¬ 
led, Gen. 14. 13. This name of Hebrews, as it was the firft title given to Abraham 
and his feed, fo it indureth one of the laft, 2 Cor. 11.22. Philip.'■z 5 Epiftle to the 
Hebrews, title. 

and l fear the Lord God of heavenfj That’s mine occupation : I ferve God with 
my [pint, in theGofpel of hu Sonne, as Paul hath it, Korn. 1. 9. every faithful Mi- 
nifter is fervant to the King of heaven, A8.2'j.z$, (this the devil could not deny, 
Att.,i6. 16,17. ) neither is he of his meaner or inferiour fervants, ofhisllnder- 
ling.sbut of the nobleft employment-.Mimfters arehis Stewards, EmbalTddours, Para- 
nymphs, or Spokefmen, &c. and this is their occupation, or their work; farre be¬ 
yond that of Solomons fervants. 

which hath made the fea,and the drie land,] This troublefomc fea that nowfo threat- 
nethyou : and that drie land which you would fo fain recover. Thefe, with all 
their contents, are his creatures *. neither did he make them, and then leave them 
to Fate or Fortune; as a carpenter leaves thehoufe he hath built to others, or a 
fhip-wright the (hip: but he ordcreth and ruleth them at his plea.ure, and will un¬ 
make all again', rather then his fhall want help in one feaion, Pjal. 124,8. and 
134.3. This was part of Jonah"* confeflion, and but part of it: for he told them 
(no doubt) how ill he had dealt with this great and good God, running away by 
^ealth from his mailers fervice, and decrefting his yoak ; and that therefore he was 
juftly apprehended, and adjudged to death. To this purpofe was Jonas his confefli¬ 
on, qu<£ ei falutis fuit exordium , faith Mercer , which was.the beginning of hisfafe- 
ry and falvation. Now his hard heart is broken, and his dumb mouth 1 Opened, noc 
only to confefle his offence,but to aggravate it: in that being not only an Hebrew of 
the HebreWes, a member of the true Church, but a Prophet, a Do&our in Jfrael, he 
fhould deal fo perverfely and perfidioufly. J t is a iweet happinefle when fin fwels as’ 
a toad in a mans eyes,and he can freely confelTe it in the particulars,and with utmoft 
aggravation ; laying open al his tranjgrefftons in all his ft tines, as Mofes phrafeth it. 
Lev. 16. 2i* Afflidion fandified will bring a foul to.this, as here it did the Pro-* 
phec: like herein to that helve Elijha call into the water, that fetcht up the iron 
that was in the bottom. 

Verfe 10. Then Were the men exceedingly afraid J Heb. with great fear ; when once' 
they had heard the bufinelfe, and weighed the particulars of his menage to Nini- 
veh, of his mifearriage, and of his prefent mifery, together with the danger that 
themfelves were in for hts fake: how much more for their own, us being confcious 
tothemfclvesof farre more and greater finnes then lonas had to anlwerfbr, cHv 

This 


Lifcvf Edw. 
t.bjS.J.H. 




the TifpberirKof^Qtiiah. 


This put the Marripers into a great fright. And as all fear hath tom$ot,they could 
not be at quiet, till they had further qiiclHoncd him* laying; ir 

Why haft thou done this ?.]. Lo, he that would oEipt he fubjeift to Gods command, 
isnow liable to the cenfures, convidion, and condemnation of rude barbarous mens 
which, being humbled in the fenfe of his .finne, hee doth patiently endure without 
grudging- Danaus his Note here is, that concerning themlelyes and tbreir own 
finnes againll God, thefe good fellowes fpake nothing what ever they think * but 
demand of the Prophet, why haft thou done this? as if he were the onclymif- 


uoer. 

beeaufe he had told them 3 As willing now to give glory to God, and takefhame 
to himfelf: this is the property of a true penitentiary. See P fal. 52. Title ( where 
David Hands to do penance in a white Iheetasit were ) and Auguftines Confcfii- 
ons.Hypocrites deal with their fouls,as fomc do with their bodies: when their beau- 
. ty is decayed, they defire to hide it from themfelves by falfe glafles, and from others 
I by painting; fo do they their fins from themfelves by falfe glofles, and from others 
•by excufes. But as the prifoner on the rack tells all; and as things written with the 
- juice of Jimmons, when held to the fire are made legible; fo when God brings 
men into ftraits, when he roafteth them in the fire of his wrath, then if ever, they 
will confefle againft themfelves, and fo give glory to God, fojh.y. 19. by putting 
themfelves into the hand of juftice, in hope of mercy, 

Verfe 1 f. Then faid they unto him. What JbaU We do unto thee ? 3 Thou 
art a Prophet of the Lord, and knoweft how he may be pacified. Thou art alfo the 
party whom He purfueth: fay what we fhall do to thee to fave our felves from thy 
death, that even gapech for us? from this Sea, which elfe will foon fwaflow us up ? 
for the Sea worketh and is tempefiuouj j fo YLimcbi readeth the Text; making thefe 
laft aljfo to be the words of the Marriners. Thou feeft that there is no hope, if thine 
angry God be not appeafed. Wo unto us , who Jhall deliver us out of the bands pf 
thefe mighty Gods ? 1 Sam* 4- 8- If the Sea be thus ragefull and dreadful!, as verfe 
1 $. if it thus work apd fwell more and more, as we fee it doth, thereby teftifyipg 
that it can now no longer defer to execute Gods anger, tell us what we fhall do iiy 
thiscafeandftrait. Wbat? 


Verfe i». And he faid unto them,J More by Gods inward revelation then by 
difeourfe of reafop j not as rafhly offering himfelf to death, but as freely fubmit- 
ing to the mind of God, fignified by tbe Lot that fell upon him, calling for him 
punilhment; 

Take me up , andcafl me forth into the Sea , 3 E ximia fides , faith Mercer , 
fore, we had his repentance, certified by his confeflion with aggravation. Here we 
havebi.f faith, whereby he triumpheth over death in his moft dreadfull reprefenta- 
tions, ( Take me up, faith he, with a prefent minde and good coui^ge ) as alfo his 
charity, whereby he chofe rather to die, as a piacular perfon, then to caufe the 
death of fo many men far his fault. Like unto this was chat of NazdanKen, who 
defired, Jonah-like, to be call into the Sea himfelf, fo be it all might be calme in che 
Publike : that of Athanafim, who by bis fweat and tears, as by the bleeding of a 
chart vine, cured the leprofle of that tainted age; that of Ambrofe, who was farre 
more follicitous of the Ghnrches welfare then of his own; that of Cbryfo(tome, who fn * Com 1. 

( faith. That tofeekthe pubiick good of the Church, and to preferre the falvation 
of others, before a mans private profit, is the moft perfed Canon of Chriftianifme, 
the very cop-gallant of Religion, the higheft point and pitch of Piety, v 

fo Jhall the Sea be calme unto you, 1 Noc elfe; for I have forfeited my lift by my & c , * 

difobedience; and my repentance (though true, and fo, to falvation never to be re¬ 
pented of ) comes too late, in regard of temporall punUfrmencs: asdidlikewife that aCor.7-19. 
of Mofes, Deut. 3.2 6, and of David , 2 Sam. 12. i q. >fuch is the venemous nature 
pf finne in the faints ('tis' treachery ? beeaufe againft covenant) apd fuch is the djf- 
pleafure of God upon it, that he chaftifeth his here, more then any other finners; 

Lam. 4.6. Dan. 9.12. and whoever elfe fcape, they (hall be fure of it. Am « 3 /^- 
The word hererendred calme, fignifieth filent ; for the Sea,when troubled, rpafeth 
hideoufly ; fo that the roaring of che devils aE the painfull preconceit of; their laft 1 

doom of damnation Js fet forth by a word chat is taken from the toiling of the Sea, ftacb. in Hom 
and the noife thereon, 2. j 9. The devils keleev.f wd tremble, op Jhivtr, and 
fiteddsr s .yfiil)kwf\h\cyellings. for 





3 IZ ^ <aAri Expofititin" oh CSAp.h 

>' <9 /%> *«> «»?</ » *?»» /»*;] If 

Chriflr, m that being caftmto the Sea, acalme followed: yet herein hee diB 
i Pec.2.24. that Chrift fuffered not for his own offences, but bore our finnes in his own body c h 2 

and 3.1 8 . tree * and died, the ]uft for the unjttft. ‘ : . ■ ■. 

„. » P* liNn'cnhcltf the men Heb. MggeJ, for fo they that row f«J 

t0 do Wltb their oars, as with fpades Hence alfo the Latino Poets fay, that Boa" 
mrncut, plow, furrow the waters. parlto- /«&«,_ The Severn,^. 

* der it they did their utmoft mdeavour Vfith violence, to brine the fll 

to (hore,and to favc Jonah : and not as rhofe bloody Fmperours,r;£ f r/W CditruU 
and Claudius, * who took delight in the punifhmentof offenders, andufed rotorJ 
early in the morning into the . market-place, to behold their executions. Non nil 
™f^M AatbOT M EmpeOT ’ when he was to fubferibe a fentenceoF death* 

; and^ Oh that 1 could not write mine own .name, faid Another upon the like oci 

but they could nos, | They did but ftrivc againft the ftream,for the Lord had other, 
wife determined it: and Voluntas Dei nesefitas re, : who hath refifted his will ? v * 
for the Sea wrought and Was ttmptfuous again# them.] As verfe 11. Prafentemo, 
vires intent ant omnia mortem. J 

Verfe 14. Wherefore they cried nntothe Lord, ] Not unto their faffegods but 
unto the true Jehovah: of whom they had learned lomething by what they bad feen 
and heard from Jonah. V<t torpori noflro. y 1 

We befeech thee, O Lord,we befeech thee, ] A moft ardent and affeftionate prayer 
A natural! man may pray from the bottome of his heart, out of a deep fenfe of his 
wants: but he cannot give thanks from the bottom of his heart - becaufe void of 
the love of God, and joy of faith- Danaus noteth from thefc words, that Iudse* 
ought to pray before they paffe fentence of death upon any. * 

Let us not peri/h for this mans life ,] which we take away, but full fore againft 
our wills. Wilful! murther was ever accounted an heinous crime among the Heathens 
alio. Abels innocent blood had as many tongues as drops, to crie to heaven againft 
Cam. Gen. 4. 10. The voice of thy brothers bloods. And 1 King. 9.26. Surely' 
l have feen yefterday the blood of Naboth. Murder ever bleeds frelh in the eve of 
God: andtohim many years yea, that eternity that is part, is but yefterday. 
FuU well then did thefe men fo earneftly deprecate the guilt of innocent blood 
which they knew would he and light hcavie. ’ 

and lay not upon us innocent blood, ] innocent as to us; for hee hath done us no 

hurt, but much good by his piety and patience: whence it is that we arc fo loth to 
part with him, alter this fort efpecially. 

,h f l r, rh a ’ °a pleafetb rh».J Thou haft appointed him to 
this death, and now calleft for him, as we eafily colled by the circumftancesj 

Gvid.Mtt*- Sic qtticqwd fuperi voluere, peratlum eft. 


r,IF f S J ‘°t “ f ?°”d ’ 1 Not a S ainfl: bis will > but in a offering him- 

felf to condigne pumflimenc. The Martinets had tried all waves’ tofavehim: till 
thcy riwthey muftc'therdefttoy him, or be deftroyed with him. So deal many 
EpS AwSt- ^ f bt V e, f b '' ove „ d fin J whlcb ?>'y are loth to mortifie, they fee they muft either 
or be hilled, Rom. 8.13. either turn from them to God, or burn for ever in hell. 
? 0 ”"^ b ar.ty ,sexemplary,whoyeeldedtoperifhalone, rather then to have o- 
E> A ‘,, ;L P r,„ w,th b, . m * f nd !>'■»: the Devil and his imps defire to draw coropa- 
-r&^Dixit cbeearthbe afi fired h tiemfcves: ind as tbat wretch of old. When Tdie, may 

andcAftb,mfor t hio:o the Sea,] Thus dealeth God by hisfervant Iomh- for- 
merly faithfull in his office, and able thereunto, and therefore fent to Nineveh. Be¬ 
hold the righteous (hall be recompenced in the earth, Prov: 11/31*- l}cretheyare 
L« r f ° fT t ieir " ei ! her can a *l tbeir g ood deeds bear out one prepenfed wic-» 

OvilMttm. keanelle or a letter fault chat lies unrepented of: as wereeafie to inftance in Mofes, 
irZum^e ' oth 5 « : And aI1 Ms proceeds from love difpleafed. 

HoTAt.lib.cped a r*” • cea ^ fi ont ra & n g : ] Heb. flood from its Wrath, or indignation. 

Nec marts tra manct. The Sea having found what it fought for^ and now poffeft of 

the 
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the priioner it purfued, refteth quiet and content: Vuh. Uc mare & dtfee fopm 
faith One, See the fea here, and learn obedience to thy Creator, fith winds, waves 
and all are at his £f>r£and check. See Mat. 8.23. 

Ver. 1 6. Then the men feared the Lord exceedingly ] Heb: With a great feare 
They feared before, ver. 10. withanaturallfearc : but now they feared Jehovah, 
they began to beare an awfull refpedt to the divine Ma/efty, of whofe power and 
goodneffe they were by this miracle clearely convinced, and as it may feem to the 
true faith effe&nally converted. ’ 

For They offered afacrifice to the Z 0 ^]They facrificed Ipirituall facrificcs prefentlv 
( that holocauft of thcmfelves Item. 12.1. that broken heart that lieth low and hea- 
rcth all that God faith,giving thanks to his name Heb. 13.15.) and refolvcd to co¬ 
ver Gods altar at Jerulalem upon their fife arrivalfas the Chaldee here paraphrafeth. 

*** mdde , vo ^ s l TE at the true God fhould be their God (as lacob the father of 
vows promifed Gen. 28. 21.) and that they would beftow coft on the Temple 
on the poor Saints, to feed and cloach them, as Ifa t 23. 18. &c. ’ 

Verfe 17. iVoiv the Lord had prepared a great fiflf] A whale Mat. iz. 40. 
wmch is a great filh indeed. Pliny tells of one taken that was fix hundred foot in 
length and 3do. m bredth, when they fwim and fhew themfdvcs above water PHnJibJ$ a. 
annareinfulasputes, faith the lame Authour, youivould think them to be fo many c4 ** K 
Illands : fomany mountaincs, iaith Another ; who alfo addeth, that when they Lib. 9. cap. 2. 
grow old, they grow to that bigneffc and fatneffe, that they keep long inaplace 
j nfom uchase collect is & cohdenfatis pttlveribus frutices erumpere eemantur, the c thin* pMH 

duft and filth gathered upon their backs feemes tobe anlfland, which whiles fliip- sphmPblM - 

men miltake, and think to land at, they incurr a great deale of danger. 

Such z great fijh God prepared] ^Either at firft,whenin creating of whales, creavit 

^Ptatc&Jhfores, as One faith: Or He now commanded this great fill, to be 

ready to fliip Jonas to the ffiore: and to afford him an Oratory in themeane while. 

thefe f ourirarl pc ^ ^ Inter P retcrs note a concurrence of 

thefe foure miracles. 1. That he was not there confumed, but that the concodivc 
faculty of the fillies maw was fo long time kept from doing its office. 2. That he 
could in fuch a clofe prifon breath and live ; withoutthe common ufe ofaire and 

J 8 Th/Zt? u T* n ? C kl e , d With intoIerablc ftenchinfo lothfome a jakes. 

: p c °“ ldc ^ cr c fuch an excellent prayer, or rather fong of thankf- 

f g a. ? tui T S tfUe Arl0n whom the Pocts fai ne to have been a min- 
Itrcll calt into the fea by the mariners, and faved by a dolphin. 

three dayes and three nights] Part of them at leaft : as Chrift was in the crave 

l ,* 2 : .j 0 '. Wh r r '’ ]«««', he delcrieth the mjficry of his own Umiif. 

death,buriall and refurreftion: teaching us thereby to fearch the feriptures. to fearch P 

firftwfernhd 0 " 0 ^* ^r 0r§o1 ^ contencnoc the mfelves with the 
firft or fecotid oarc that offers it felf, but fearch on till they have all. The Rabbines 

worVofC^ tbat , tberc 18 a mountaine offenfe hangs upon every Apex of the Epifi., t d 
Jhar TrnnW nr And S rea * IS , th e depth of the holy icripturcs, faith Augufiine, VoLfm. 
f 1 profic da,1 y in tbe knowledge thereof, though I fliould fet my^felf to 

nudy audTfer°bmerwiffc 0d to decre f it old ^ acbeft w« b “™°ft 


. CHAP. II. 

Verfe . 1 .*T +H e n Jonah prayed unto tbe Lord his God J i. e.. Praifed God with this 
That he thi sgratulatory fongasTremellius callethit. 

hechkflliL^?^^ m the fea, in the whales belly,wc donbt not; butthat 
fweetfuDDorrh r’i . to ^ ev f EiS thankfulneffe For the return of prayers, and the 
h< " in whales belly, we do as little doubt; sJ ver. 2, <5, 7. 
Praied an^n 8 the , fubftance ( thou g h now better methodized ) of what he 
verv verl P ^faifed m the bowels of thefifh, wc havc caufe to beleeve from this 
doxolopii> ’ Th the J e . forc aIfo bls deliverance is fet down ver. 10. after his 
aoxologie. The word here rendredpr^Vfignifiethalfo fometimes,to give thanks, 
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as i Sam 2. 2. and wI;o knowcs not thatthankfgiving is a fpeciaflpart ofmZT; 
This therefore: Jonah having prayed, and perceiving that he was beard and K 
the goodncflc of God prefcrvcd fate in body, and founci in mind, he growes /ho 
in faith, giving glory to God 1 and being fully perfwaded that he fliould yet wait 
before him againe in the land of the living. K 

out of the fifties beby] where though he might feem buried alive, and free am™ 
the dead, yet he enjoyed Gods gracious prelence, and thofe ftrong confolation? 
that made him live in the very mouth of death. and fav in'cfFeCt as blefled Bradf!*; 
did, I thank God more of this prifon and of this dark dungeon then of any parW 
yea then of any pleafurc that ever I had. For in it I find God my raoft facet Gnrf 
alwayes. 

J e lf e cried by re afon of mine afflittion] His lips did not move in 

affli&icn, like a creaking doorc or a new cart-whcele, with murmuring and m7 
tmyingagainft God and men: hefetnot his month againft heaven ( as the how* 
ling wolf when hunger-bit ) neither did his tongue wall^ through the earth curZl 
the day of his birth, and cutting deep into thefides offuchas were meanesofhb 
mUery. But putting his mouth in the dufl, iff, bee there might be hope be cried by 
reafon of his affliction. The time of affliction is the time of Application: no time 
likethatforgrantmgoffuires Zech n 3 . 9. Gods afflicted may have what they 
will of him thcn,fuch arc his fatherly companions to his fick children: he referveth 
his belt comforts for the word times,and thenfpeaketh to the hearts of his people 
when he hath brought them into the wildemefle Hof. 2. 13. lh\s Jonah expert 
ted, and therefore faid, I cried out of mine affliction unto the Lord. * 

Ad Dominum afflicto de pectore fufpirando. 

And he heard How dfe am I alive amidft fo many deaths ? here’s a vifible 
anfwer, a reall return: Oh blefled be God who hath not turned away my prayer 
nor his mercy from me Vfal. 66 . 20. Purely as the cloud, which riieth outofrhe 
earth many times in them and infenfible vapours, (alleth down in great and abun- 
dantlhowcrs: fo our prayers, which afeend weak and narrow, return witha 
full and enlarged anfwer. This was butapittifnll poore prayer that lo,m here 
made as appeares ver 4. and fo was that of David Pfut, 31. 12 . T.rJfeiiii* 
minehafll ametefffromhefere tkinceye, : Never,k,left, thou heard,ft the voice of 
my fyfplecauom, when I cried um, thee. It would be wide with us, if God (hould 
anlwer the belt of us according to our prayers, yea though well watered with 
teares. fith Jpfa lacryma fir.t lacrymabiles &c. we had need to weep over our 

T: r" ° l ' r / 0 , bl - ™ ur " c °, v ' r , our gri'fs &c. Jeneeh was lb taken with 
this^kmdneflc from the Lord his God, that herepeates it and celebrates it a fecond 

ef , hel1 c c ri l d \f nd th ° H fcardeft my voice J The whales belly he 
calleth bccaufe hornd and hideous, deep and dilmall. Thence he cri¬ 

ed as David did De prof undts ,and was heard and delivered. Yea had hell* it feif do¬ 
led her mouth upon a praying Jonah , it could not long have held him: but imift 
have vomited him up. A Mandamus from God will do it at any time, Pfa. 44.4. 
t^lcr Pra,crhave ofG °d ? thercisaccrtaine ^r^init, 

"'I th l deC ^ ^ graphicall defeription of his wo- 
fn f ^ remembreth now as waters that are paft and is thank- 

S DdlvCrc , r - the like in David Pfa. 116 3. and learn 
nfi-cr nl , a i- ier 'f mts » to acknowledge the uttermoft extremity of a calamity, 
,Vcrcdoutof . IC - For hereby thy judgement will be the better il 
ftruaedandthe more convinced : thine heart alfo will be the.more inlargcdto 
Widcr celebrate the power, wifdomc, and 

• . y • fl-A u * VCrance . As if this be not done, God will be provoked 
n • r to r ,n , 1 , 1103 V1 «r judgements,or elle to ccafe to fmite thee any more with the 
itripes of a father, and to give thee up for a left child. 

fir** 9 * batfft caft me into tl.e deep-] Not the mariners, but Thou didft it: and 
t ercforc there was no averting or avoydingir. Thou had’ft cafi me with a force. 


asaftoneout of a fling, or as that mighty Angel Rev. 18. 21. that took up a 
ftonc like a great milftone, and caft it into the fea, faying. Thus with violence &c.‘. 

In the middeft of the feat] Heb : in the heart of the Jem*si fo Mat. 12. 40. So 
pjali the Son of man be three dajes and three nights in the heart of the earth. And 
Dent. 4.11. we read of the heart of heaven that is, the middle of it,%s the Jieart 
v flttcth in the middeft of the body as king of chat Ifle of Man. Now if it were fo 
grievous to be caft into the main Sea, what lhall it be to be hurled into bell, by fuch 
an hand, and with fuch a force into that bottomcleffe gulf, whence nothing, was 
ever yet boyed up againe f 

and the floods compaffled me about] Aquarumeonflagcs The Sea, whence all floods 
orriversiflue, and whereto they return ( Homer calleth the Ocean 7TDT ttiuv a river 
by the figure Mibfis ) Danaus here notech that out of that gulf of the Sea, which n 
of Plato is called Tartarus is, hell, the waters do flow into the veinesof the 
earth (as it is Ecclef t.7. ) lofing their filtnefie in the paflage. Here Jonah cried 
out as P fa. 69. x. 2. Save me, O Gad : for the waters are come in unto my foule*, 1 
fnkin deep mire, where there is no ftanding : lam come into the deep waters, where’ 
the floods everfiow me. It was onely his faith that held him up by the chin: and,Iike 
blown bleathers, bore him aloft all waters. 

all thy billowes and thy Waves paffled over me] All: foitfeemed to Jonah, that 
God hadpowred out all his difpleature upon him : but he fuftercch not bis whole 
Wrath to arife againft his people: neither remembreth iniquity for ever l Thy bi/loWes 
or/urges, not the feas but thine. God leaned to fight againft Jonah with his own 
hand. David like wife in adefertion complaines that all Gods waves and floods were 
. gone over hini Pf. 42. 7. In this cafe (for it may be any ones cafe ) let us do as 
'Paul and his company did ( in that difmall tempeft 27. when they faw nei¬ 
ther fun nor ftar for diverfe dayes and nights together) cart anchor of hope, even 
beyond hope : and th :n wait and wilh for day. God will appearc at length, and 
all lhall clear up: he will deliver our foules from the nethermoft hell. ° 

fr Then f am ca ft out °f th J fhus thofe ftraits brought him 

to there difputes of defpair, as they did likewife David, Pfal. 31.22. the Church 
in the Lamentations Chap, 4. 22. and others, apt enough in affliction to have hard 
conceits of God, and heavy conceits of thcmlelvcs. Whiles men look at things pre- 
fent, whiles they live by fenfe onely, it muft needs be with them as with an houfc 
without pillars, tottering with every blaft ; or as a Ihip without anchor, tofled 
with every wave. They muft therefore thruft Hagar out of doors, and fet up Sa¬ 
rah-, filence their reafon, and exalt Faith, as did Jcw^here; Then 1 faid , l urn caft 
out of thy fight : Here you may take him up for a dead man ; here he inclineth fome- 
what to that of Cain, Gen. 4.13,14. and furely they that go down to this pit (of 
defpair, as He^echiah fpezkcth of the grave) cannot hope for Gods truth, as long Eft ’ 
as there they flay. 

yet I willook, again toward thine holy Temple] Here he recollects and recovers him- 
felf: as the fame foul may fucceffively doubt and believe; not flmultaneoufly and 
faith, where it is right, will at length outwraftle diffidence, and make a man more 
then a conquerour, even a Triumpher. When fenfe faith fuch a thing will not.be y 
Keafdn faith,ft cannot be. Faith gets above and faith. Tea, but itjballbe : what talk 
you to me of ImpofiSbilities, T lhall yet (as low as I am, and as forlorn) loot ,*_ again 
towards Gods holy Temple of heaven • yea, that here on earth, where God is fincerc- 
lyferved, and Whereto the precious are annexed. Faith is by one fitly compared to 
the cork upon the qet: though the lead on the one finks it dowh, yet the cork oa 
the other keeps it up in the water. The faithful foon check themfelves'for their 
doublings and defpondency, as Jonah here ; as David chides David, Pfal. 43. 5 and. 
as faith of himfelfandhis fellowes, that they were ft angering, but not wholly 
jMiiigr, i Cor. 4.8. " 7 

VerJ, 5. The waters compaffled me about even to the foul] that is, ufqueadamma 
deltquium, till! laboured for life; and was as good as gone. 

Ihe dept he lofed me round about] feetl\e Note on verf. 3. and further obferve, : 
j o^ 0ds ^ ear C ‘ 1 ^d re n may fall into defperate and deadly dangers, fee Pfal. 18.3, 
ana 88. 3 . & 116. 3. And this for 1. prevention, 2. purgation, 3. probation, , 

4. preparations to further both mercies and duties. Let us not therefore cenfure our 
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felves or others as hated of God, bccaufe greatly diftrefled ; but incourage our 
felves in them, as did David zaZiklag, i Sack 30.' 6. The right of the Lordihall 
change all this. 


Flebile principium rndior fortuna fequetur. 


The meeds Were wrapt about mine beacTj Alga as Alligando.. The weeds which the 
filh had devoured, or whereunto the filh, wherein I was, had dived and lain down 
amongft them. Or this might befal Jonah in the bottom of the fea, before the fifli 
had fwallowedhim: for weeds ealily wrap about thofe that fwim, or are drowned. 

Verf. 6. I toe at down to the bottomes of the montains ] that is, of the promonto¬ 
ries, or rocks of the fea, where the waters are deep eft. Thus Mercer after Kimchi. 
The channels of waters were feert , and the foundations of the World were difeovered 
Pfal. 18.15. The mountains are faid co be under water, Pm/. 8,25. becaufe their 
foundations are there placed. 

• the earth with her barres was about me forever 1 , As if refolved thereto keep the 
dole prifoner; that though the lifti had dilgorged me, yet I fhould never have °ot 
to land. The Ihores are fet by God as barres to keep the fea within his bounds, Ji A 
38.8, 1 o, 1 x. J er. 5. 22. Here then all the creatures feemed to fet againft poor Je- 
nas } and (which was more then all) the Creatour too : fo that he might figh and 
fay, as in the Poet, 

Ifarfai In me omr.is terr&qy aviumq^marifq- raping eft : 

‘ ‘' For fit an & cceli _ ’ 

Tet haft thou brought up my life from corruption ] i. e. from the place wher^l 
7 vs my*- WaS likely to have laine an< * rotte ^' Ctim duplicantur Uteres , vemt Mofes : when 1 
viiy. ' things are at the worft God appeareth, as it were our of an engine. In the mount 
will the Lord be fecn Ez,ekj 37 - *i- &c. 2 King. 19 3. he ftaycsfolong fome- 
timesthathe hardly fadesfaith on earth Luk. 18, and yet comes atlaft to the re¬ 
lief of his poor people : viz*, when they are ripe and ready for it. He is a God tf 
judgement , he knowes how and when to deale forth his favours: and even wai- 
ceth to be gracious Efay 30. 22. See Eft. 28.24,25,27,28. 

O Lord my GodJ lie. by the meane and merit of thy fon, in whom aloneitis, 
that thou Lord art my God , and that I can call thee Abba Father. It is well obferved 
by an Interpreter, that in this Ihort hiftory of Jonah arc all things contained, which 
may make to the found and faying knowledge of God and his will* of our felves 
alfo and our duties. 

Vtrfe 7. When my foul fainted within me, I remembred the Lord j And couldfay 
Efa«d3. 16. as the Church in EJay whenatlowcft, Doabtlejfe thou art our Father , our Redee¬ 
mer ^ thy Name is from ever Lifting. As there is in the creatures an inftind of nature 
to do their kind : fo there is ct grace in the Saints, to run to God. Tea in the 
way of thy judgements, O Lord , have We waited for thee : the deftre of ourfoulc is to 
thy JStawe, and to the remembrance of thee: With mj foule have l defired thee in the 
nightx yea with my fpirit within me Will I feek. thee early Crc. E/a. 2 6. 8, 9. 
Oh Lord, faith Habacuc, art not thou from- cverlafting my God and mine holy One . 
It was a bold queftion, hut God approves and afients to it in a gracious anfwcr* 

* 12 - ere they went further; We Shall not die ( fay they obruptly ) O Lord thou haft or¬ 
dained them ( the Caldeans ) for judgement: but us onely for chaftilcment. Here 
was the triumph of their faith, and this was that which held up Jonas his hope 
though with wonderfull difficulty, held head above water. He remembred the 
yeeres of the right hand of the moft High Pfal. 77. 10. he called to mind his fortgs in 
the night feafonver. 6. his former experience, a juft ground of his prefent confi¬ 
dence. He remembred the Lord, his Power and Goodncfle, thofe two pillars, the 
Jackin and the I?«w-c.that fupport Faith ; and this fctcbchim againc when ready to 
faint. I had even fainted, unlcfle 1 had belccved to fee the goodnefle of the Lord iti 
the land of the living, Pfal. 2 7.13. 

and my prayer came in unto thee ] q. d. Though 1 was fo faint I could fcarce utter 
a prayer, yet thou harknedft and heardeft, as MaL 3. 16 . thou madeft hard 
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fhift to hear, ( as I may fay ) thine ears were in my prayers , as S. Peter hath it, r 
Pet, 3. 12. thoufclft nty breathing, when no voice cduld bee heard, Lam, 3. 56. 
thou heldeft not thy peace at my tears, Pfal. 39.12. quando fletu agerem non afjUtu, 
yea thou heardeft the voice of mine afflidfon, Gen. 16. ii.. 

Inf thine holy Temple . ] Whether we take it of theTempIc at J erufalem (a type of 
chrijt) Jonahs prayer was accepted for Chrifts-fake: and proved to no lcffe purpofe, 
though made in the Whalls belly, then if he had been pouring it out in Gods holy 
Temple. Or, if we underftand it of Heaven , the habitation of Gods holinej[e,and of bis 
glory,his orifons were come up thither,fora memorial before the Almighty, All, 10.4. 
and like pillars ofincenfe pierced into his pteieucc,Can.$,6. neither would they away 
without their efrand,butlay at Gods feet,til he fhould comand deliverance out of Zion 
Verfe 8 . They that obferve lying vanities ] That liften to fenfe arid reafon in mat¬ 
ters of |God, and make provifion fojthc flefh, to fulfill the lufts thereof, as Ionah 
had done to his coft, till, having payed for his learning, he deferied them all to bee 
but lying vanities-, or moft vain vanities, emptie Nothings. 

forfake their-oWnmercy.'] Are miferable by tficir own cle&ion, becaufe fmers 
(in a fpeciall manner ) againft their awn fouls, as were Corah and his complices, 

, Num. 16. 38. as was Pope Silvefter, who gave his foul to the Devil for -ievSri years 
enjoyment of the Poped ome: and as are all thofe wilful! wicked perfons, thit refii- 
fingco be reformed; and bating to be healed, chufe to fpend the fpan'oTthis life 
after the wayes of their own hearts, though they thereby perilh for ever. Thefe 
are thofe fools of the people , that preferre an apple before Paradife, a mefle of pot¬ 
tage before the inheritance of heaven; their fwine before their Saviour, turning 
their backs upon thofe blefTed and bleeding embracements of his, and cnielly cut¬ 
ting the throats of their own poor fouls, by an impenitentcontinuance in finne : fo 
lofing, fora fewbitter-fwcetploafures, or paltry profftsinthis vale of tears, for an 
inch of time, that fulneffe of felicity at Gods right hand,tWough a U eternity. It is 
written of them who tame the Tyger, tfiat when they have taken away the young 
one, knowing that prcfently they fhall be purfued bythp old TygrefTe, they fet loo- 
king-gla£fcs in thie wiy by which they flee: wheriunto when fhe cometh and feeth 
fome reprefentatiori of herfelf; fhclingreth about them a good fpace, deceived by 
the fhadow, and detained in a vain hope to recover the young againe * Mean-while 
the hunter moft fpeedily pofteth away with his prey. Scmblably dealeth Satan with 
the men of this world ( faidr mine Authour ) He calls before therii the deteitfull 
f lufts of profit, plcafure, and preferttent (the worldlings Tr^*‘f; )' th6fc lying vani¬ 
ties, being none other them lhadtiw* and. fdodblanccs of good: yet are irienfo de¬ 
lighted with thefe, that they ddte about th^m, having ho care to puriiie the enemy, 
for recovery of that image.of God, the Divine natur^ rfiat Safari hath beguiled 
them of. Ht fetteth them to the tree of .knowledge; that tpey may not tafte of the 
tree of fife. He putteth opt their eyes,with the dull ofcovetoufnefle, arid Ihutteth 
their ears againft the inftru^ions of life,, left at any time they Ihriuld fee with their 
eyes, and hear with their can, and fhould rinderftand with their hearts, and Ihould 
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6.31. beaftive in their own utter jiridfting; Hof. 13. 9," wittingly arid willingly 
forfake God the fountain of living waters (their own mercies >, as fie is here called, 
and elfewhere, Pfal. 144. 2.) and hew themfelves opt cifternes , brokencif ernes 
that can hold no Water., j■ 

V:rfe 9. But / Will Jacrtfice unto thee "with the voice of thankfgtvtng. ]] q. 4 , Let 
others do as they think good: let them mate a match with mifchief tfll they have 
enough of it. Let them walk till they hav^ wearied themfelves,, in the wayes of 
their hearts, and in the. light of thdr eyes.: but let them kn f ow (Ifoeakitby wo- 
full experience) that for all thefe things, God will bring them to judgement; Ecclef. 
it. 9. The belt that can come of linne is Repentance / and that's riot in mans 
power, but in Gods gift, 2 Tim. 2.25.If he had optm^ted mine. hii;diieart, 
and brought me back to bimfelf.with a ftrong hand, I had fined dvray in mine ini- 
and perilhed for ever. (But now having been fo raftaculoully delivered 
ftom fo great a death, I will facrifice unto the Lord with the voice oj thankjgiving. 
I will let up my potc and ling aloud qpto God my Saviour, who hath thus beyond 
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all deferc, delivered fuch a nnferablewrerchV i ebell, and runagate as myTelf. " cTT^ 

J will facrijice ] Heb. I Will flay, fc. thofe Birdsandbeafts ihuft : foi'fraft9 an( j- 
focrifices at Jerufalem. With the voice of thanksgiving.J Heb. of do)ife'fpbh\ that is*: 

3 will confefle and acknowledge God to be what he is; 'tb'do what fit-doth, and tO' 
give what he’giveth. Now to offer a facriffce, at fucli aftonfeffiori^of tharikfgmng,' 
added much to the folemnity thereof j and made it more honourable in it'fclf; atid> 
more acceptable to God. To theft gratulatory facrifices the word flaying is dttflb 
buted, as here: to ftiew, that even in gratulation, expiation muft bee made ■ and 
that by the blood andfacrifice of Chrift all our offerings art accepted in hfcavten. Lv 
J will paythat I have vowedf\ Not 7 my 1 general! vowbnely asa : COVepamer, -to 
devote my felf to his fear and ftrvice all my dayes ■ but vhofe particufcuy perfonali ? 
voluntary vowes made in my diftreffe: fuch as was that of Jacobj Gen.- 28. 20! 
Hannah, 1 Sam. !• il. David, Pfal. 15,2.1,2.&c.‘ , lp affftdfion'nfori lire Wondrous 
apeto promife great matters, ifthey may but be delivered. See Pfal: 78,3 6 : Plihf 
in an Epiftle to one of his friends, that defired rules from him how to Order his' lift! 
aright; I will, faith he, give you one rule, that ftiall be inftead of a thonfand. Vt 
talcs effe per fever emus fans, quale s nos futures effe profitemur inftrmi. That you be 
fure to be the fame when well, that you vowed to be whenyou were fick. r But this 
is few mens care. S cejer. 34.10, n. Sonnes of Belial break theft bonds ( as 
Sampfon did the green withds ) and call away thofe cords from them ; ifthey' could 
at leaf!:; being worfe herein then thofe Mariners, chap. 1, then Saul, that- made 
great confcience of violating his vow, 1 Sam. 14. then Turks and Papifts, who are 
iuperftitioufly ftridf this way- : Jonah knew it to be as had, if not worfe, then peri 
jury, to vow and not to performe, Nttm. 30.5. and that God is the avenger of all 
fuch, Dent. 23.21* He therefore, riot merely for fear of punifliment, but chiefly 1 
for hatred of that finnefartfr, / will pay that I have vowed , ] The Hebrew word 
AjhaUcmab feemethto imply two things, firft, that his Vow, till paid, was income, 
pleat, it was an imperfeft thing ; the better part of it was yet wanting.' Next', that ; 
till that chare were done, hecould not be at peace within himfelf, tic could notbe 
quietfor vowes are debts: and debts, till they be payed, are a burden to an ho- 
neft minde, and do much difeafe it. 

7 Ih / th h Salvation U of the Lord. ] Sains optnimoda, as the Hebrew word ( having one 
JWW* letter more then ordinary in it)imporfofir: all manner rif.falvation, full, andplen- 
tifulL deliverance, u of the Lord- y whoi's therefore Called/ the God offalvutien, un¬ 
to whom belong the ifluesfrom death, Pfaf. 6%~ ±o. 'A‘quo vent fain 's non aliunde 
venit. This lonah fpeaketh, as he doth alielft in this Holy Cantide, not'by rea¬ 
ding, or by rote, but put of his own feelings and‘good^experience : "his whole di- 
fcourfe was digg'd out of hisown brdaft, as'itislaid of'.that riiofr CxCelieiH 119: 
Pfalme , that it is made up altogether of experiments • arid it therefore hath verba > 
non legendafed vivenda , Words not fo Ttyich to Bereadi ’as lived, as One fakl once '5 
of it. Dives thought that if one went froorthe dead to warne his wicked brethreit, 
they would never be able to refill: fuch . powerfull Rhetdrick. Behold, ftere is lonah 
railed from the dead, as it were, and warning people to arife, and ftkhdup from 
dead courfcs and companies, that Chrifr may give them light : why do they not 
then get up and be doing at it, that the Lord'may be with them ? Shalt not the men- 
of iVtwy'cfcrifeup in judgement with thiseyH generation, and condemn'them, bd- 
Mtu.12.41. caufe they repented at the preaching of Jonas : but thefe’do not, thdugh they have 
many Jonas's, that both preach and praftife, non.verbis- folnm prxdieantes fid & 
exemplis , as Enfebins faith Origen did ? that live ftnhons and noE teach them 
onely? • 


Dri dietretft 
ftccre, Au£. 
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Verfc 10. And the Loyd ffake unto thefffS He ffhlgithe Word and it Was donei 
He is the great Centurion of the world, that faith-tbhl^ creature, \*Do this,’and hee 
doth it. Yea, he is the great, great Jnduperator , to whoiri every filing' (m\).luffa 
feqiti tarn vclle mihi qudm poffe necejfe effe. I am'w^dliy‘ afthy’beck, Und check.,. 
Jonah fpake to God, and God to the jfilh. It may fee fald of faithful! prayer, chtfc 
it can do whatfoever God himfclf can do : lith he is phflfed to yeeld himfelf over¬ 
come by the prayers of his people, and to fay'unto firehr cordially,' as Zedekiak 
did to his, Courtiers colloguingly. The king is not lie that can deny you any thin*. 
Prayer is of that power, that it can open the doors of ‘Leviathan, as wee fee here, 
* (which 


1 


Cha? .3* 


th ic^Jonah. 


/ w ^j c h yet is reckoned as a thing not: feifible 3 ' ^4: ?) .-yea of the alfdevou: 

ring grave, Heb. 11. If' the Lord,- prickedbn-hy the pfayers of his people, fet 
in hand-to* favc them, and (hall 'fay; tithe Worthy Give up- and to the South, 
Keep not back 0 bring fnj fonnes from farre , ,and* inj daughters from the ends of the 
earthy Efay 43 .6. they ftiall come amain, and nonefhall be able tb hinder them: 
Come therefore ( with diofeigood fouIs in>Ho/ert, vvho had frffarted for their folly, 
as well as Jonah) and let its returnuntpthp Lord i fochehathjornfaudhe will heal 1 
us\ he hath fmitten, and he-will hind usup. After tWo dayes: will he.revive us : in 
the third day he Will raife ns up , and We fhalL Ivvtdn.his fights A• time w'c mult 
have to be in the fire, in the fifties belly; as tn'Gods Nurturing-houfe • hut hee 
will take care that wee be not there.overlong: what's two or three day esto cterni- x 
ty? Holdout faith and patience: Teta very-little, little while, and hee that frail 
come, will come\ and Will not tarry. ■' - ' 

- ^and it vomited up lonah upon the dry land. ] And here Death was defeated and 
wiped : it was much more fo, when it had fwallowed'up Chrift ; and little dreamt \ 
rhat it felf ftiould have been thereby fwullowcd jtp in viElory. But then was ful- i 
filled that of the Prophet, 0 death, l Will be thy death.- And as there fo here in a < 
proportion, and as a type, omnia jam inverfa, faith Mercer, all things are turned 1 
t'other way. Before the fifli was an inftrument of death; how, of life, and ferves 1 
Jonah for a fhipto bring him to dry land. This fifh ufeth not to come neer the 
fhore, but to fport in the great waters: howbeit how he.muft, by fpeciall command, 
•vomit up lonah upon the. dry laud. Why then ftiould it be thought a thing incredi¬ 
ble with any, that God Jhould raife the dead ? The .Sea Thall furely give up the dead 
thdt were in it: and death and hell deliver up the dead that weire in them: and they j 
(hallbe judgedevery man according to his works, Jlev* 20* 13.. Tfeis,fome of the j 
Heathens beleeved : as Zoroafires^Tbeopompus, and Plato. AndtheStoikes opini- [ 
on: was, that the worldlhosuld otfe day. be diffolvcd by fire or water.: and all things 
brought to a better Hate, or to the firft golden age again* But w.e have a more’ fure 
word of.Prophefie and. this that.is here reqordcd may ferve as an image and type 
of our prefervation in the grave, and our refurreftion from the dead, by orie and the 
fame Almighty power of God. 
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CHAP. III. 

Verfc 1. \ ND the Word of the Lord came unto Jonah the feednd tiW. J Jonah 

JLx. is a finncr y but not a; caft-away. God layes him not by as a broken 
veffel, treads him not to the dung-hill,, as unfavoury fait; but receives hint upon 
his return by repentance, tend reftbres him to his former employment, gives him 
yet a name, and a nail in hishoufe $ yea fends him aTecond time on hismelfage. to 
Nineveh ; . and counting .him faithfull puts him again into the minifrery * who was 
before a runagate, a rebel, &c. But he obtained mercy , &c. 1 Tim. 1. 13. as did 
likewife the Apoftles, after that they had bafely deforced our Saviour at his paflionj 
and Peter after he had denied him. See /<>/>.. 20.22,. 23. and 21. 117. The pctn ' Ue . 
posnitent are as good innocent. Return ye backsliding children ( faith the Father ptecaffejeeui 
of mercies) and J Will-heal your backzflidings, Ier. 3.2-2. The Shvlamife retur- tjl innocent. 
ning, is as. lovely inChriftseye as before: and all is as well as c^er betwixt them, . Scn 
Cant. 6; 4, There is a. natural! Novatianifme in the timerous eonlcience of copyjn- 
ced fituiers, to doubt and queftion pardon for finnes of Apoftafie and falling 
ter repentance: But had they known the gift of God* and who it is that faith to 
them. Be of good cheer , thy francs, are forgiven, thee , they would have conceived 
ftrong confolation. 

Verfe 2. Arife go unto Nineveh,"] Begin again, and take better heed.* as the 
Nazaritc was to do, that had defiled the head of his tonfecration. Numb. 6. 

9, 12 ' 

unto Niniveh that-great fityl See-the Note on Chap. 1 .a. There wasnocity fince, . 
by the eftimation of Diodorus, had the like compafle-of grouncl'or ftatelinelfc of 
wals.; the height thereof being an hundred foot, the fereadch able to receive three 

carts 
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carts a-row,adorned with fiftcen hundrcditurrcts. Some think (a» Annins^cBtr«F'\ 
that thofc three.citics. fpokeo of, Gen. iq. Rehobeth, CM and Refen were air * 
eluded in Niniveh , and they conceive it thus:, that when. Nimrod had built B*h 
ton, Nimu, difdaining his governnjent, went into the fields of AJhur, and there ? 
reded a city after his own name. Raphael VoUttrranutfathfit was eight years 
building, ten thoufaifd men wording at it., Quintilian faith,, that great Milan ai” 
cient Ravenna , br2ve £mmm 4 noble Napjes, and other great cities of Italy are hue 
towers to Rome: but what was Rome to Niniveh ? and yet Lipfiw hath written* 
treatife of Romes greatneffe* and when the Emperour Confiamine came to Home 
and beheld the companies that entertained him, he repeated a faying of Cineas the 
Epirote* that he had feen fo many kings as citizens: but viewing the building of 
the city, he thought naturam vires omnes in urban mam tjfndijfe, that nature had 
(hewed the urmoft of what (he could do,in that one great city. See more on verf* 

and preach unto it the preaching } Heb. Proclaim unto it (or, againfi it) the v*^ 
clamatton that l Jay to thee , that! have formerly put into thy mouth, and donowfo 
again,/c: that their wickedneiTc is come up before me, and I am even upon the wav 
*°"f d *° ?“■«> jt £ r«von( & jU S 'll» m fun' fw \'l 

Who era wixed fierce agamft God and proffered ? J.k j, 4. This wicked 
me n mert be bold! yroldi;/.. 3. n.howevcrtbey rakeif:; neither may Gods mi- 
ma« s ft,aU*,ji,hcMrJ, fer.iz. 30. or keep back ftom the people any part of 
Gods counfel. Aft. 20. zj. handling the tytrd of God deceitfully, but by m*n ife fa. 
non of the truth commend themfelves to every mans confcience in the fight of God 
a Cor. 4. 2. asbecomcch his Embafladours. 1 f 

Vcrf. 3. So Jonaharofr,and wentxntoNinivehJ H e went not home firft, totid 
tnemiarewel* as Luk. 9. 61. neither went he another way, sconce.* it was enough 
of that once, and he had learned obedience by the things that he had fuffcrcdTlJ 
Ntmvoh be goes, though a mere and a mean ftrangcr, unknown, unregarded aad 
with an harfh meffagc;fuch as he might fear would coft him his life from that fienfc 
and furious people. But Jmm* fcarcth ncthingnow but difobedience: and feemsta 
fay, as afterwards Lather 'did. Inventor fane fuperbus, excors&ntodb impij filtntii 
non arguar Lctme be called and counted proud, mad, anything, every thing that 
naught is fo that I be not found guilty of finfui filence, and of betraying dwtnift 
commuted unto me by a daftardly deferring the caufe of God. J blah ms now 
of another jptrttf and fulfilled after God, as Caleb, Num. 14. a* for why > Tic had 
now received not a fpirit of fear and of bondage, bat of power, and of live, and of 
4/^d^zTim.i 7. his fpirit of grace had fanftified tohim his affliftions, 
which elfc would have been but as hammers to cold iron, ar they w&e to PW& 
Aha*, the rayling thief, Abcn-E*ra faith that affoon arever the whaJe had vo¬ 
mited up jonah, he got up and took the direft way to Niniveh -: that if God (hould 

v^c^r? th 'f Cragiin h< T'? hc bercad V» and fiiewhjs forwardneffe. It is a 
very good ligne when men are the better for what they fuffer: when thereby the 

Efayzyt^^h * ****** "* ,Air “* iith *fr»it the taking away of their }nnt, 

* C *t?u£!t'u ke His call and command which Jonah had fonner- 

MWcttorMus fapit, There Jhallbe only fear tomabeyounn- 
dcTfla»dtheheanng,&zyi%. 19. Efay flood off rill frighted ; but then'hc offers 
his fervice .* Here I am, fend me. Chap. 6 . 8. • • 

"‘t**** great cMUcb. a great city of God, or to God- 

wh ch feme interpreted God, and fuch as he would not deftrjy., Others a 
city not Matrons though otherwife vitious: Others, a city which God himftlf ac- 

une great, and looked upon as fuch. But if to a great mind nothing is great, as 
Seneca faith^,what can be great to him who is great, Pf-77.13. greater. Job. 33. iz. 

L gY L Atne ^ %tfd f’ Pr - * 45 - 3 * whom all nations are 

but as the drop of a bucket, or dnfl of the balance? behold,he takftb upthc Jflesasa 
very httle thong, Efty 40. 15. OecoUmpadim applieth it to the Church of the Gen¬ 
tiles, that etty of the hymg God . They do bed that take it, as we read it, for an 
exceeding great city : like as elfewhere tall mountains and cedars, are called wow#- 
tamsofGod, Plal.36. 7. and cedars of God, Pfa!.8o.*c. and excellent wreftlingsy 
arewrefthngs of God, Gen. 30.8. See Gen. 23. < 5 . So the Greeks and Latines call 



great things divine: God being the mealureof all true greacneffe: Niniveh as it 
was a very great city (of fifty miles compaffe as Herodotus and Diodorus) fo Jonah 
is often told fo ; that he might come to it well prepared and refolved : fith he was 
to have a great task, and an hard tug of it. See Verf. 2. and Chap, r. 2. 

Of their dayes journey ] Not fuch a journey as a traveller could difpatch in no n £od . 
leffc time; but full as a Preacher pedetentim obambulando by leafurely walking, ' '° ’ 
jnight’in three dayes go thorow : See Verf. 4. This is added to fet forth further 
the greacneffe of the city. 

y er f 4. And Unas began to enter into the city ] Having feen God, he now 
fearsno colours, dreads no danger; as neither did Mojcs, jVtichaUb, Efay, Chap. 6. 

Paul, All. 21. Luther going to fVormes, &c. Knowing therefore the terrourof the 
Lord, we perfwademen, 2 Cor. 5. 18. we fqrewarne them to fleefrom the wrath 
to come. Mat. 3.7. we pull them out of the fire of hell, as firebrands, lade 23. 

a dayes journey \ One of the three dayes, Verf. 3. Not all the three in one day, 
for hafte? as Hierome would have it, 

and he cried andfaid,\ Not fearfully muttering his meffage, but delivering it with 
a courage, Boanerges like, able almoft to make his hearers hearts fall down, and hairs t,f ro 
Hand upright, as One faith of Mafter Perkins- 

Tet fourty dayes and Niniveh JhaU be overthrown^ The word properly noteth a 
fudden, inevitable, and perpetual definition, fuch as was that of Sodom and her 
Sifters, Gen 19. 25. hr. 20. 16. Ef. 13. 19. Am. 4.11. Now we muft not think 
that Jonah faid no more then is here fee down ; that he expreffed no condition,fuch 
as was that. Rev. 2. 5. Except ye repent, or chat like a mad man he ran up and down 
thecity (as one did once about J enifalem, and another lately about London) repea¬ 
ting and thundering out thele words onely, imonditu & inept is clamoribus. , with Air.. 3.7, 
harlh and hoarfe outcries. God therefore threatneth that he iqay not punifti, and 
. all histbreats are conditional, ler. 18.8. if they repent, he wili alfo. This, if lonah 
expreffed not, yec the Niuivites underftood ; for elfe they would never have re¬ 
pented but defpaired (as I udas^ with his poenitentia Ifcariotica) and defied lonah as an 
pvil meffenger fentagainft them. They might well enqugh think that if God had not 
meant them mercy, he would never have forewarned them, never have given them 
fourty dayes refpite : the Scptuagint cannot be refufed forrendring it three dayes 
(though fome have attempted it) It is probable that Jonah omitted nothing that 
pertained to the preaching of repentance, though here we have it fee down in fome 
onely. The Hebrews tell us, that the Mariners alfo went to Niniveh ; and telling 
what had befallen Jonah at fea, confirmed his do&rine,and fentence againfi: the Ni- 
nivites , who thereupon repented. But thefe, as they affirm without reafon, fo they 
may be difmiffed without refutation. 

Verf 5. So the people of Niniveh belecvpd God ] See the mighty power of Gods 
holy word. The Weapons of our warfare are not carnal , but mighty through God, to 
the pulling doVtn of ftrong holds, 2 Cor. 10. 4. to the laying flat tlipfe wals of Jeri¬ 
cho, making the devil fall as lightning from the heaven of rriens hearts, Luk. 10.18. 

Thefe Ninivitcs though rich, great,-peaceable, proiperous, profane above meafure, 

(as great cities ufetobe) &c. yet, at the preaching of lonah they believed God,' 
and repented of their evil wayes : whether truly and ferioufiy I have not to fay. 

There is an hiftorical faith, an affent to the truth of what Qod fpcaketh, and trem¬ 
bling thereat, Jam. 2. 19. there is alfo a natural and moral repentance wrought by 
natural confcience: fuch as was chat of Pharaohs, Saul, Ahab , Alexander the 
Great; when, having killed Clitus, he was troubled in confcience, and fent to all 
kind of Philofophers (as it were to fo many Minifters) to know what he might do 3 
to appeafe his confcience, and fatisfie for his finne. There are very good Authqurs 
that hold this converfioti of the Ninivitcs to have been found and ferious (and foe 
this they alledge chat of our Saviour, Mat. 12.41. ) flowing from a lively faith in 
God, which is the root of all the red of the graces, the very womb wherein they 
are received; the fountain alfo and foundation of all good works, as the Apoftie 
Peter hinceth when he faith, 2 P et. 1.5. adde to jour faith vertucy which is nothing 
clfe but faith exercifed. 

and proclaimed a fafi, and put on fackclofh 1 Thefe were the fruits oF their faith, 

2nd, though but bodily exerdfes and external performance?, yep they might ferve 

’ ’ both 





■pi (t/fn expoftion on Chap.}, 

fejunium & both to evidence, and to increafe their inward humiliation- True it is, chatty^ 
fttccuiarm* critas and heathens may do all this and more, as Ahab, thofe P/tf.78.34,36.^ 
lamentict. 7/4 58.3* The Romanes in A ftrait ad Deospopular* d- vota convert unt, commanded 

ler0n ’ the whole people with their wives and little ones to pray and pacify thegods, to 

Liv. l. 3. fid a Il the temples, and the women to fvveepandriib the pavements thereof with the 

haires of their heads &c. 


from the great eft &c.^\ See the Note on loci. 2.16. 

Y’.rfe 6. For word came unto the k.»g of Nineveh 3 I can hardly beleeve that this 
OuiatUian. vvas S*rd*nap*ltts ( as feme will carry it) but fome other better Prince, that 
( Vcfpafan-likt ) was patient ijfimus verh one that had thofe about him that would 
tell him the truth of things, and he was content to bcare it, and fubmit to it. Like 
enofigh it is, that this was but harfhnewes to him at firft hearing : but when he 
had well confidered it, and taken advife upon it, he let upon a reformation.. Our 
Chroniclers tell us of a poore Hermite that came to Richard the firft Anno u 9 y. 
^nd, preaching to him the words of eternal! life, bad him be mindful! of the fub- 
verfion of Sodom, and to abftaine from things unliwtull. Otherwife, faid He 
the deferved vengance of God will come upon thee. The Hermite being gone* 
the king at firft feemed to fi ght his words. But afterwards falling fick, he more 
ferioufly bethought himfelf: and waxing found in loule as well as body, he grew 
Sltvtion 42?. more devout and charitable to the poore, rifing early and not departing from the 
Speeds 43. * church till divine fcrvicc were finiftied &c. If the king of Nineveh bad ever heard 
of Jonah his being in the wh 4 es belly, it might well be lome inducement to him 
to beleeve his preaching, it might do him no lefle go~d then iobn Friths book 
called A preparation to the crofe, brought in a fifh's-belly 10 the Univerficy of Cam - 
bridge a little before the Commencement, did to fome good people here, that bad 
hearts to make ufe of it. One grave Divine gave this Note upon it in a fermon be- 
r bJkf ,n1J f° rc the Parliament, above twenty yeares fince, That fuch a book, fhouJd be 
brought in fuch a manner, and to fuch a place, and at fuch a time, when by reafon 
of peoples confluence out of all parts notice might be given to all places of the land, 
inmineapprehenfionitcan beconftrued for no lefle then a divine warning, and to 
have this voice with it, England prepare for the crojfe. 

he arofe from his throne] Laid afide his ftate, as the great Turk.a\lo doth, at this 
day, when he entreth into his temple to pray. Jer . 13. iB Say unto the King 
and to the Queen Humble jour fclues, fit doVttt ; forjotsr principalities JbaScome 
down, even to the crown of your glory. This great king could not but know himfelf 
to be a great (inner: and that his fins had done much hurt. 1. by Imputation; for 
Htrai, fie Hunt Hr Achivi, the people oft pay for their Rulers folly es, as in Davids dayei, 

2 Sam. 24, 2. by Imitation ; for Magnates are Magnetcs , they draw many by 
their example: and as bad humours flow from the head to the body ; fo do bad. 
Rulers corrupt the reft. This confront , and ( as lome think ) confeuncious King 
Jud. *, 29 , therefore rifeth up from his throne, ( as Eglon thatunweildy king of Moab had 

Tarns». once done to heaie Gods meffage by Ehud ) & qui paulo ante fedebat fuperbutin 

folio, nunc jacet humilie in folo, he licth low,and putteth his mouth in the duft Lam. 
3. 29. laying afide all cogitation and pride ofhis kingly majefty .• together with 
all foft and lumptuous rayment (that nefi of pride, as On^calleth it .) 

he laid his robe from him'] Pal udamentum fuum, faith Tremclius ; butthat'sa 
cloak which the Routine Emperours ufed to put on when they went forth to bat¬ 
tle, and therefore not fo proper here ( as Pif cator thinkes ) fich there was no vifi- 
ble enemy, whith makes the Ninevitcs repentance the more remarkable. Mercer 
rendreth it Chlamydem fuam, his imperial cloake j the Chaldee his precious gar¬ 
ments. The word figmfieth his fumptuous and gorgeous attire,his cloake of State, 
no lefle coftly ( perhaps) then that of Alcifbents the Sybarite , fold to the Car- 
Athtnsu. thagians by D ionyfius for 1 10. talents : or that of Demetrius of M acedon, which 
none of his fucceffors would weare propter invidiofam tmpendij magnipcentiam foe 
the exceeding great cofilinefle thereof. This robe or purple and other ornaments 
the King of Nineveh laid afide, as was fit, in this day of reftraim, asafaft-dayis 
fitly called. So the children of Ifrael ftript therafelves of their ornaments by the 
mount Horcb, where they had made a golden calf Exod. 33. 6. For the Lord had 
(lid to M ofisy Say unto the children of If rati, ye are a fi if necked people : I wil come 
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up into the middefi of thee, and confume thee ; therefore no put off thy ornaments 

from thee, that J may k>mv what to do unto thee ver. 5. that I may determine how 
to difpole of thcc : and this is fpoken after the masher of men, who judge bv 
the outward aftions as Gen. 18. 21. and 22, 13. for otherwife God knoweth 
all his works from the beginning of the world AEl. 15. 18. Buthe fpeakeththis 
here as if he would hereby judge of their repentance, whether it were true or falfe 
The Prophet Efay objefts it to thofe of bis time for a foulc fault. Behold in the day 
of your fafi, ye find your p leaf are chap. 58. 3. ' 

and covered him With jack-cloth^ Andfo, as Cbryfojlomc hathir, quednonpote- 
rat dtadema, tdfaccus obtinuit: ftcut ferrum potefi quod aurum non potefi Sack 
cloth could prevaile more then filk: as iron can do what gold cannot. 

and fat in afhes\ In cinere Uo, fo Vatablus rendreth it: in that allies wherein he 
ufed to fir, when he moft mourned. Our forrow for fin foould be the deepeft of 
all fonowesZech. 12.11,12,13. See the Note there, 

Perfe 7. *s 4 nd he caufed it to be proclaimed | by found of trumpet as I cel 2 12 
or otherwife as 2 Chron. 20. 3 4,18, 1a 20. and 22, 6, ?t at which times he that 
obeyeth not, is culpable before God and man Lev: 23. 29. 

by the decree of the King and his Nobles'} who all unanimouflv- confentingto fo 
good a work, ns quibuspraeram, praibant became a prclident to their inferiours - 
who looked upon them (no doubt) as their looking-glaffes, by which moft men 
drefled themfelves. When Crifius the chief Ruler of the Synagogue beleeved 
many Corinthians beleeved alfo Act. 18. 8. The Primitive Chriftians were went Trrwfc 
to pray that their emperours might have good counfellours. Ofacertaine Prince 
, so Germany it was faid that Effet alius, fiefict ap„d alios. He would havs beena Bucholc. 
tarr better man, had hehad better fervants and officers about him. 

h, neither man mr bee ft, herd mr fioek_t.fi any ehingl The whole aftion of 
Fading bath it s name both in Hebrew and Greek, from abfiinence and forbearance ■—"if 
of meates and drinks: 4 toto if it may be, at leaft k tamo & d tali, as Dan 1022 nfAt * 
“ d “ “ ™ ! B htb , e h “f’ t t “ 1 . thc fMtydayeswere expired ; befides, that one or more 

.folemnedayesoftotall fading, wh „ jstheb< . aft 

abridged of fcftemnce ? both to tedifyand increafe the peoples humiliation by 
then lotvmga and bellowmgs. Alexander the great, at the death ofhis favourite 
Vphefiton, clipped his horlcs and mnlcs hairc, and cut them Ihort, in colccnof rimateh 
hisgreatgnef : he pulled down alfo the battlements of the walks that they 
nmghtfeemmmournwithhim. So Virgil fpeaking of the generall grief for Ca- 

Non vllipafios illis egere diebus 

Frigida Daphni boves ad fiumina, nulla nec amnem Mclog. $. 

Libavit qiiadrupcs,mc graminis attigit herbam. 

Let them not feed, nor drink. water~\ But what they get of themfelves without 
mans care, who js to be wholy intent and taken up in Gods fervice; andfotobe- 
gtn the heavenly life here, the fwcetneflc whereof makes him forbeare both meate 
and thirft. Befidcs, they took pride in their palfryes, covering them with pur¬ 
ple and rich trappings. See ]udg. 8. 26, they catercdforthe flefb by fatting cattle 
and other creatures to pleafe their palate. This they were now forbidden to do by 
an edict from the king, who intcreflcth himfelf in matters of religion • as did alfo 
ArtexerxesEzra. 7. 26. ( for which Ez.ra feeth caule to blefle God ) and Nebu^ 
of his r^nJnce 3 * 29 ’ WhicH ^ fcripture commende th, and rccordeth as a work 

ufeAfnr l' /c * man f^eafi be covered with facl^loth 1 Let all beft meanes be 
bnr a rHiV humbJm S ^ the heart: without which, what is an humbling day 
(lailh ° nc ^ andavcr V hi s h provocation: likeZ/Ws 
heC j ngr< i ?3tionwere wee P in S before the doorc of the Tabernacle ? 
covc, td with lack-cloth were as an houfc hangd with blacks, to move 
*"° moUrm ' r n. e m ? r ?' Cbryfoftome tellcs us of a cuftome in his time, ( and it is 
rhrkn, e ar r> on >ft us J that when great men were buried, their horfes followed 
ncarfe cloathed in black; as feeming to mourne for their mailers. The cour- 

feft 
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feft weeds are fitted for fafting-daycs: to {hew that bat for fhame, we "would 
have none, as having forfeited all: and that we look upon our better apparell but 
as finer covers of the fouleft fhame. ; 

and cry mightily unto God ] Cry with a courage j Let the beafts roareluftift 
and rend the clouds as it were with their clamours : want of food will make them 
do fo. And as God can fo fpcak, as that the bruit beafts {hall underftand hi m 
loci. 2. ii. Am. 5. 8. and 9. 4. I ohn. 2. ult. fo can they, after a fort, fofpeak 
ormoanc, that he can underftand them I oel. 1. 20. Hof. 2. 21. Pf 147. p, 
he heareth the young ravens that cry unto him, though but with a hoarfe and 
harfh note : whence alfo they have their name in Hebrew. Much more will He 
hearemen that cry-unto him, if they cry mightily with intention offpirit, and 
extention or rather contention offpeech: if they fet up their note, as the noife of 
many waters Rev. 19. 6. if they thunder and threaten heaven, as Naz.ianz.tn 
iaith his filter Gorgonia did: if they bounce hard at heaven gates, and refolveto 
wring mercy from God by an holy violence, as TcrtttMan faith the good people of 
his time did. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much-, but 
then it muft be the working , fiirring, labourfull prayer, as the word fignifieth j 
that drives and ftruggles, and ftraines every vcinc in the heart ( as Elias feemed 
to do by thatpofture in prayer of putting his head betwixt his leggj 1 King. 1 8. 42.) 
that lets awork all the faculties of the foule, and all the graces of the fpirit: that 
ftirrs up duft as Jacob did: makethaman fwcat, as our Saviour; who being in 
an agonie prayed the more earnefily Luk. 22. 44. not without itrong crying and 
tearcs, and was heard in that he feared Heb. 5. 7. for fuch a prayer when a man 
cryes to God ^ mightily or with all his ftrength, it availeth 

much, it can do any things as P aul ufing the fame words faith, l can do all things 
through Chriftwho ftrengtheneth me Philip. 4.13. 

Tea let them turn every one from his evill 'fray &c. ] For elfe Prayer profits not, 
Humiliation is to no purpofe without Reformation; Repentance/or fin , without 
repentance from fin : there muft be fruits meet for repentance, anfwerable to amend¬ 
ment Gf life, tantamount as repentance, and that weigh juft as much as it: for. 
Optima & aptijfima pcenitentia efi nova vita , faith Luther, thebeft and trueft repen- 
tance is a new life: and if gods people will humble themfelves,and pray andfeele hit 
face, and withall turn from their evill wayes, then he will do much for them 2 Chron . 
7. 14- 

and from the violence that is in their hands ] Heb ; In the holloa of their hands 
where it lay bid as it were, but not from God, who here bids them turn from 
their wrong-dealing and rapacity. This was their fpeciall fin,f ut in magnis imperijs 
Or emporiis magnajunt rapina ) therefore are they charged to relinquifh it. It is a 
lpcech, faith Mercer , like to that of our Saviour, Go tell my Difespies and Peter &c. 

ell them all, but fcc furc you tell P tter. So here : turn from all your evill wayes: 
bnt efpecially from the violence that is in your hands. See E/* $9.6. Ezech. 23.27. 
Pfal. 7. 4. The Hcbrewes underftand this text of reftitution to be made of evill- 
gotten goods, or wrongfully deteined from the right owners. This fay they, 
muft be done: or the party can be no more renewed by repentance, then a man 
could be legally purified by the wafhing of water, when he continued to hold in 
his hand an unclean thing. That of Aufim is well known, The fin is not remitted, 
tm that which hath bin ill-gotten fi om another be reftored. And that of Father 
Latimer, Reftore, or elfc you will cough in hell, and the Devils will laugh at you. 
gravel! m the kidneys will not grate fo upon you, as a little guiltineffe in this 
kind wiH do upon your confcienccs. The fame Latimer tells us in a fermon of his 
atorc K. Edw ; 6 . that the firft day that he preached about Reftitution, there 
came one and gave him twenty pounds to reftore: the next time another, and 
Drought him mthirty pounds: another time another gave him two hundred 
pounds ten fhillings. The Law for reftitution fee N um. 5. 6 , 7. the party muft 
not only ccnfcfTe but reftore, or he is not a true convert. And this will well ap- 
peate when death comes to draw the curtaine, and looke in upon a man. Hence 
ourf/r^they. in his laft will and teftament, after the difpofition of his foul and 
body, he willed reftitution (hould be made of all fuch monies as had un/uftly been 
levied by nis officers. And the like we read of Selymus the grand Signiour in the 
Turkifhhiftory. 53 Verfe?. 
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Verfe 9. Who can tell If God will turn and repehtl Th.Vc r-■- 1 -- 

that doubted, and yet deflsairhb not: like that of David praying fortiis fok^chikT 
Who can tell whether God Kill be gratia, fS to me that the child Jay five 2 Sam 7 2 if* 

Wc arc faith &tinr 7W, but not wholy • 

that go down to the pit ( of defpaire, as well as of the grave Ef a R it V Y 
U F 'fir , h r l, ; but are Cried *,dloug into hf? * & Gerg^ter 'ZZl 
were into the fca. 1 he Prophet loach was nerpmnmrv \.w u r rf V? 100 

' ^“bedeftroyedt.lUCnthS 

of their fins, yet or the raving of theft city. All theft hope is that 
this that Jonah denounced was not Gods abfolutc decree, but oncly his threaten^ 

Wf}kfT d,t r nat0O | V1 u cxccpcthc y rc P ent ed. This if they could do, and 
heartily they knew not bnt that mercy might beyet had. Keep hope in heart o t * 
the work will go on heavily ’Pfal. 43. ult. Hope is the daughter of Faith : but ft,fh 

i:CX“^e ni '' ther - OfcC^ 

, Or V he fawfiem ^Honored and noticed them toothers. 
wT I ’ that^ he approved of them. Videre Dei , efi approbate. Let 
God but fee Repentance (as a rainbow) appearing in our hearts an/livcs and he 
US ,nd ^ ruftion< Kutunlcfre God fees turning he fees no woi k 

Another ~ T ? r ; , God ^ % ri> ^P^nt fafters, faith 
0 "’ f/^ cdld to his father, Behold the fire and Wood, but where is the lamb ? 

behind /ir ?'t r nC T In " Here’s the coat,but where's the, child ? Get thee 

behind, laid Jehu to themeffengers, what baft thou to do with peace ? Confeffions 

butif the heart be not broken, ifthclifcbc 
“ d f^ll P ^ n? C n0te hcrc ’ that God *■ not raid to nave 

^cirfaith - tmthm the mward parts, ’ 

Wdl ' d0ing: and fre ^ c0 without 

Asps&ssessi £i±ssss!ssrss 

T tI,Ch , and a° fhcav "' The co 9«rfion ofafinner from 
tne evill otTns way is Gods own handy-work Jer. 31. 18. 2 Tips 2 •» < E -ech 

L nn ^ We . nCthrcc n t ' mcs iliCo / ici j 7 to convert Dionyfins the tyrant^ and could 

h?vTlf d n '?f Bolemo of a drunkard, by hearing Xenocrates, is faid to 

have become a Ph'lofophcr : But what faith Ambrofe to him? Si refipuit d vino 

&c. If he repented of his drunkenneffe, yet he continued an Infidel • he was (till — Eha & 

temulentusfacrdegio drunk with fuperftition : He recovered of one difeafe and }Cmn ' cap ' 12 ' 

died of another, as^W^did: hegave but the half turn arid the^ 

fomeSeofooftT'^^h^ 0 hel1 ' Wcconccive bct ™ °f^efe Ninivitcs :though S7< 

of HZJhJS m i thacthcirrc pentance was butfained and forced, as was that 

^ th ° bythc ird ^ 

and God repented J This Was mutatio Rei non Dei, a s is above noted. 


CHAP. IIII. 


perfie I. T^Vt tt difileafed Jonah exceedingly] MWah'dis homo profeBofuit }on.ts, 
as von lhail ^ as Pangea man was Jonas of an honeftman, 

3 ^% l?hca ; re f Well might D^^caudon Pf*. 57 .:* Ceafcfhm 

'cafilv drawn^ '' J**”!* th ) ( cl f tn rife to do evill. A fretful I map is 
whrW^n Tf’c £ Vtd was C or, ce at lead) difpleafed at Gods dealing: 

Was noTa rod >° r his / rcdit ’ cr comfort = sJ <?■ S. Difcontented he 
Was, not at Gods lenity, but at Gods feveritv, bgainft V^iahv and 

E c thft 
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that all the peoples joy fhould be dafhed and damped, with fucha fad andiuddcn- 
diiafter. How much better minded was he, when dumb, not once opening hu mont h 
becauie God did it, Pfat. 39. 9 ? The Greeks give this Rule, Either Jay nothin* 0 l 
fay that which u better then nothing. O that you would altogether hold your peace 
and it fhould be your wifdome, faid fob to his friends, M i3,5. Silence fome- 
times comes to be a venue j and never more then when aman is caufelefly t difpl ea ! . 
fed. Prima femper irarum tela maleditta funt, faith S.iluft : Angry people are apt 
to let flie, to mutter, and mutiny againfl God and man j as here. Reafon fhould ' 
fay to choler, that which the Nurfe faith to the childe‘ Weep not, and you ihali 
have it. But either it doth not: or if it do, yet the car f which tafteth words, as the 
mouth doth meat) is oft fo filled with gall (fomc creatures have fel.in awe ) 
that nothing can relifh with it. See Exod. 6.9. if Mofes bis anger was pure free 
from guile, and gall,H.\W. 32. 19. yet Jonah’ r was notfo. Jc is furely verydiffi ' 
cult to kindle and keep quick this fire, without all fmokeoffinne. Be angrv and 
finne nor, is, faith One, the eafieft charge, under the hardeft condition that can be 
Men, for moft part, know not what they do in their anger; this railed) TucTi a fmoke* 
Put fire to wet draw and filthy fluffe, and it will fmokc'and fmutch you ouickiv' ' 
yea fcorch you and feald you, when once it breaksout. Levit. 13.5. we read oi'a 
leprofie breaking out of a burning: feldome do pafiions burn but there is a lepfofic , 
breaking out of that burning. Jt bliftcreth out at the lips : hence the Hebrews 
have but one and the fame word for Anger and foaming at the mouth, Efth 1 i$ 
Zach.1.7. They have alfo a Proverb, that a mans difpofition is much dil'cov.cred 
iBechof, bechu , becagmib ; by his cup, by his purfe, and by his pafiion: at which 
time, and in which cafes. A fool uttereth all his mind, Prov. 29. 11 (allbn 
wrath, fay the Seventy ) and that fuddenly , rafhly , as the Hebrew intimateth : hut 
a Wife man keepeth it in till afterwards, Prov. 29. 11. Ahaf tier oflj when hee felt 
himfelf enraged againfl Human, walked into his garden ,E(lb. 7.7. And Plutarch 
tels of one Archytas i that, difpleafcd with his fervants for their floch, he fluno fi-dm' 
them .faying, Valete tpuoniamvobisirafcor, \ will leave you ; for that] am aftorv 
with you. The very firfl infurreeftions of inordinate Pafiions are to bee crufhr 
the firfl fmoke of them to be fmothered, which elfe will fume up into the head and 
gather into fo thick a cloud, as wee (hall lofe the fight of our lelvcs, and what is 
befi: to be done: Ceafe therefore from rafti anger, and flint flrife becime. The be¬ 
ginning of it, laid) Solomon , is as when one Uttcih out Water: therefore/; -2/- off 
contention before it bee medled With. Prov. 17. 14. Storms rile out of little mV- 
and the highcfl ivindes are, at firfl, but a fmail vapour. Had'Jonab floor o' fienf 
back, when he felt himfelf firfl flirfed, he had not fo fhamefiilly ovcr-fl!ot lumfelV 
nor lieapt up fo many finnes, as he did in the following entercourfe with Almidity 
God. He was naturally hot/ and batty : and fo were chofc two brethren the fames 
of thunder j they had quick and hot fpirirs, Lake 9. 55 * Now, where there is 
much untewardnefie of nature, there Grace is the- more cafily overborn ■ fowre 
wines need much fweetning. Gods bell children, though ingrafted into the true 
vine, yet carry they about them a relifh of the old flock ftili. J t is thought by very 
good Divines, that Jonah feeling his own weaknefle in giving place to an«er • 
thought to flrive againflit, and ioaddrefTed himfelf to prayer, °>fe Z .- but tr?nf- 
ported by his pafiions of grief and rafh anger, while by prayer hee thought to 
have overcome them, they overcame him, and his prayer coo: fotrue isthat ofclic 
Apoflle; The wrath of man Workerh not the righteoufneffe of God Jam. 1.20. 

, ‘ Ve ff e f' h> e prayed unto the'Lord, \ i. e . He thought to have done lo • hut. 
by the deceitfulnefle of his own heart, he quarrel’d with God ; and infiead of 
wrafllmg withjmn, is, Jacob, he wrangled with him. The words feem to be rather 
a brawlet hen a prayer ; which fhould ever proceed from a fedate and feded f'pirit, 
and hold conformity with the will of God. Could J onah-bc in cafe to pray, when 
he had neither right conceptions of God, nor bowdW mercy to men • 'but chat 
millions of people muft penfh rather then he be held a falfe Prophet,? • Hay there 
were fomething in it of peace for Godsglory, which he thought would differ j as if 
God were either mutable, or impotent. 1 Say that there were in this outburfl, forae- 
thing of affe&ion to Gods people, who had then no greater enemy to fear, then 
thefe Ninevttes ; whom therefore Jonah would have had dellroyed according to 

his 
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his predidion: yet cannot he be excufed for falling fo foul upon God, and upbray- * 

ding Him with that which is his greateft glory, Exod. 33. a8, 19. with Exod. 34. 

6,7. The truth is, nothing makes a man eccentric^ in his motions, fo much as 
head-ftrong pafiions, and private refpeds. He that brings thefe into Gods pre- 
, fence, fhali do him but little good fervice. The foul is then onely well carried, 
when neither fo becalmed that it moves not when it fhould, nor yettofled with 
tempefts to move diforderly, as did Jonah here, and Job , in that peevifh prayer of 
his, chap. 6.$,& See alfo Jfr.20.7,8. 

I pray thce,0 Lord, was not this my faying, &c. ] that is, my thought : for vvhe- 
ther he worded it thus with God till now, it appeared) not: but God heareth the 
language of mens hearts: and their filence to him is a j(peaking evidence. 

when I was yet in my countrey. ] And had Jonah fo foon forgotten what God had 
done for him, fince he came thence ? Oh what a grave is oblivion I and what a 
ftrange paflage is that (and yet how common ?) Then beleeved they his Words, they 
fang his praife. They foon forgat his works, ihey Waited not for his counfel, Pfal. 1 o6v 
12,13. Jonah did not furely wait for Gods connftl, but anteverted it. Idcircoan- 
teverti^ faith he in the next words, ( Therefore I fled before ) and thought hee had 
faid wclljfpoke very good reafon. It is the property of luft and pafiion, fo to blear 
the undemanding of aman, thathefhall think he hath reafon to be mad, and that 
there is great fence in finning. Dogs in a chafe bark at their owne matters: fo do 
1 people in their pafiions let flie at their befl friends. 7 hey ft their month againfl the 
heavens, and their tongue walketh thoroWthe earth, Pfal. 73. 9. ]enah in his heat 
here, juftifieth his former flight, which he had fo forely fmartedfor, Et quaft qui- 
dam Arifiarchus, he taketh upon him to cenfure God for his fuperabundant good- 
nefle, which is above all praife. 

For I kjtew that thou art a gracious God , and mercifull, &c. ] This He knew to be 
Gods name, Exod. 34. 6,7. but wichall he fhould have remembred, what was the 
laft letter in that Name; viz. that he will by no means clear the gaily. See Nahum 
1. 2, 3. The fame fire hath burning heat and chearfull light. Gracious is the Lord, 
but yet righteous, faith David, Pf*l. 116.5. his mercy goes ever bounded by his 
truth. This Jonah fhould have confideredj and therefore trembled thus to have 
upbraided God with that mercy by which himfelf fubfifted : and but for which he 
had been long fince in hell, for his tergiverfation and peevifimeffe. But mercy re- 
joyceth againfl judgement, and runneth as a iprmg, without ceafing. It is not like J ani 27 
thofe pools about Jerufalem that might be dried up with the tramplings of horle 
and horfe-men. The grace of God was exceeding abundant, 1 Tim* 1.14. it hath 
abounded to floWing-over, as the Sea doth above the hugefi rocks. See this in the 
prefent inflance. Jonah addeth finne to finne, and doth enough to undo himfelf i-tmo. 
for ever: fo that a man would wonder how God could forbear killing him, as hee van. 
had like to- have done Mofcs , when he met him in the Inne. But He is God, and 
not man: he contents himfelf to admonifh Jonah of his fault, as a friend and fa¬ 
miliar, velut cum co colludens , jefting* with him, as it were, and by an outward 
figne, fhewing him how grievoufiy be had offended. Concerning thefe Attributes Mercal 
°f God here recited, fee the Note on Joel 2.13. and fay with Auflin , Laudent 
alij pietatem : Dei ego mifcricordipm. Let no fpider fuck poifon out of this fweeteft 
flower: nor out of a blind zeal make ill ufe of it, as Jonah doth, for a cloke of his 
rebellion: left abufed mercy turn into fury. " 

Verfe 3. T href ore now, O Lord, take I bcfecch thee my life from me,J A pitifull 
peevifh prayer, fuch as was that of Job, anc( that of Jeremy above noted: to which 
may be added Sarah’s hafty wifh for God to arbitrate betwixt her and her husband: 

Mofcs his <y tabling with God, till at length he was angry, Exod. 4.10,14. J El tab’s 
defire to die out of difeontent, &c. What a deal of filth, and of flelh, clogs and 
cleaves co our beft performances ? Hence David *fo prayes for his prayers, 
and Nehemiah for pardon of his reformations. Anger is ever an evil counfellour; 
but when it creeps into our prayes, it corrupts them worfe then vinegar doth the 
veflcl wherin it (landed). Submit your (elves therefore to God ( as Jonah fhould have 
done) rcfifl this devil (of pride and pafiion) and he will flee from you: as by giving J 3 ”*" 
place to impatiency ye give place to the Devil, Eph. 4. 26. whoelfc (by his vile in- 
jectionsj or at leaft by his vain impertinencies) will fo flic-blow and marre our du¬ 
ll e 2 ties 
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tics that wc may well wonder, they are not callback as dirt into our faces. SureUfe 
that if the holy Ghoft had not his hand in our prayers, there would not be the 
leaft goodneffc in them; no not uprightnefle and truth , without whichChrift 
would never prefent them, or the father accept them. 

for it is better for me to die then to livcjfc. in chat difgracc that I fhall now un¬ 
dergo of being a falfe prophet, not henceforth to be believed. Lo, this was it that 
troubled the man fo much, as it did likcwile Mofes, Ex'od. 4. 1 . They will not be¬ 
lieve me• for they will fay ,The Lord lyth not appeared unto thee. But God fhould 
have been trufted by them for that, and his call obeyed liowfoever, without con- 
fults or difpuces ; carelefle of their own credit, fo that God mighc be exalted. True 
it is, that a man had better die with honour, then live in disgrace. truly fo called, 
s Cor.?. 1 5 . Jt v ’ cre better for me to die , faith holy P auf then that any man fhould make my glL 

rying void. Provident we muff be ( but not over-tender ) to preferve our reputation; 
learning of the unjuft fteward by Jawfuil (though he did by unlawfull) means to 
do it : lor our Saviour noted this defed in the children of light, that herein 
they were not oft fo wife as they fhould be, Luke 16.8. But Jonah was too heady 
and hafly in this wifh of his death j becaufe his credit, as he thought, was crackt, 
and he fhoulld be lookt upon as a lyar. But was the Eugc of a good conlcicnce 
nothing to him ? was Gods approbation of no value, nor the good efteem of his 
faithful people? It was enough for Dcmetritts^ that he had a good report of the truth 
3 John. 12. what ever the world held or faid of him. What is the honour of the 
world but a puffe of ftinking breath ? and why fhould any J onah be fo ambitious of 
it, as that without it he cannot find in his heart to live. Life is better then honour. 
r> Hiilr™ i^feph ts yet alive, faith jacob. To have heard that J ofeph lived a fervant would 
have joyed him, more then to hcarc that he died honourably. The greater blef- 
ling oblcureth thelels. He is not worthy of honour, that is not thankfull for life. 
St. Pauls defirc to be diflolved chat fie might be with Chrift, which is fare farr tbs 
better Phil. 1 . 3. was much different from this o i Jonah 
Verf 4- Doejl thou doWdlto be angry Or 'what ? art t host very angry} Nun- 

quid rette ? Summon the fobriety ot thy fenfes before thine own judgement: and 
ice whether there be a caufe. Is it not lawful for me to do vvliat I will with mine 
own ? Is thine eye evil bccaufe I am good ? Shall I not fliew mercy on whom J will 
ftiew mercy ? Or envieft thou thefe poor Ninivitcs their prefervation, for my fake ? 
Cannot 1 provide for mine own glory, and for thine authority by other means and 
wayes then thou imagined ? Have patience Jonah, and reft better lacisfied with my 
difpcnlation. B efwift to hear , flow to jpeak,, flow to wrath. For, I wot well, the 
Wrath of man worketh not the right eoufnefjc of God, This thou wilt fee and fay as 
much, when come to thy felf^ for now thou art quite off; and being cranfportedas 
thou art, r 

HotN ilaudire voles, nil difcere , quod levet a gram. 

Hterome Teeks toexcufe Jonah's anger: but God here condemned it, as not well: 
and Jonah himfelf, partly by not anfwering again, and partly by recording thefto- 
ry, feems to fay of himfelf as Father Latimer dotliPin another cafe; I haveufed in 
Sem.$.Snnd. mine earned matters to fay, Tea 1 by Saint Mary , which indeed is not well. Anger \ 
in Advent. is not altogether unlawful, fo it be well carried ; It is, faith one, * tender vert tie : and 
as it is not evilto marry,but good to be wary, fo here. Let a man ask himfelf this 
quefhon,Do I .will to he thus angry ? and is mine indignation rightly regulated 
for principle, objed, meafure, end ? If it be not, the fpiritof God^will be grieved, 
in the good foul, and fenfibly ftirre, Epb. 4. 30, 31. yea, thou (halt hear the cor¬ 
recting voice thereof within thee, faying, Doft thou well to be thus angry ? Should 
not ailbitternefe and wrath , and anger , and clamour , and evil-freak ™ be put aWay, 
with all malice ? And fhould ye not be kind, one to another 3 and to. hearted, for¬ 
givingone another , even as God for Chrifts fake hath forgiven you ? Eph .4. 31,32. 

Verf 5. So Jonah Went out of the city ,"2 As not yet knowing what God might do, 
though he found him inclinable to ftiew them mercy upon their repentance. Or he 
might think haply, that thefe Ninivitcs were onely fcrmdn-fick ., penitent indeed for 
the prefent, but it was too good to hold long: thefe feemingly righteous men would 

u ' .Coon 
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toon fell from their righteoulheniTand then beTeitoycd, though for prc( —- 

what favoured of God. Mercer reads the text in the preterplup'rfr U nh ™ n d 
makes it an hyfleron preteron thus, exterat autem Jonas . but Jonas had f 

the city Jc. before he had Shewed himfelf fo hoc and hafty againft God S and bra w 
led with htm as above. Others think, that when he faw whicLay thefouai ivere 
l,ke to go, heflung out of the cty m a great pelt •• and if God had fe?cht him a- 
gam with a /Z«r« on the ear (as Queen EU^bnh did the Earl of her ““on- 
rite, when being crofled by her ofhiswilkj^e uncivilly turned his back aiit were .n 
contempt) he had done him no wrong: B?t God is long-fuffering, &c. He c0 !fi 
dercchwhereofwe are made, and with what ftrong coemptions we are befe Hr" 
knowes that finne hath a ftrong heart, and will not eafilybe done to death that 
noching cleaves more pcrcmaciouUy, or is more inexpugnable then a ftrong luft 
whether it beworldlmeCTe, wantonneffc, paflionatenefe pride ambit on reLni ' 
orthe like : thefe JrY-Win not ear,iy P be driven _<£ f ttre fti dr.VKa 
hardly be fubdued; thefe ftick dofert, as a (hire doth to a leprous body • amfcao 

“5 of a cholerick conftieution 

and foon kind ed ; if this evil of his nature have been confirmed by cuftome ( l 
fecond nature; if Satan ftirre up the coals, and fay to him as the people did to Pi . 
titles evftm 094 S racioun y conSderech a" this, and heated, 

!h e f-I Ue r i che c!, ?3 Quite out of the precinfts. where hemighi 
fee thur mine, and not fuffer with them. Faux after he had laid- his train and fer 
“ “ *>« t!,c Pr Je f at lud > “ hour was to have retired himfe f fnto 

nets againft their own fouls, was well and wifely done of him. See£6 ^8 ao Zi 

iiscVmphc^s^ol'wand^Iiirdifdplesftom'ori^f^i^lm^ererick^he^ihrnn^ontH'f 

stijr.tsisn , 

and there m*de him n boerhj A ferry frmething, wherein to repofe himfelf till ^ * 

the indignation were over-paft. Mimfters as good fouldiers of TefuJ Chrift m S 
fuffer liardfhip, be content to dwell in tents, or to lie in huts, till they come to the 
heavenly palace, where- they fhall have a better building, z Cor. S ,? 
in that cty of pearl, whole matter builder is God, Heb. nil Mean while let 

ly f^r thei^own^r^va^uf ^°h C ^ em ^ e ^ VCS ^ ut . as che r ^ks never build fumptuouf- 
iy ror their own private ufes.. but content themiclves with fimple cottaces how me™ 

mnrp 0 g °S1?°^ th ^ ** chc ^ ^mc of our pilgrimage hire fo much 
Z C - r f ians,& clpecially Mini fters; whole reward fhowlittle foever unon 
Koi ^ s great in heaven. Let them live upon reverfions : andchonoh thtir dwellinr 

^ ave ^ ate IymanfionsabovTf and ■ 

co^oh how happy are they in that behalf,even above the great Turk with his Ser-j 

[, 1 ( W1 ‘ C11S tv/( f mi ' cs ,n c om pa fie) yea, with his whole Empire which f frith /f” turi biff 

i^^'gy aaggxs'a-. srsas 

ino d i fcon tented I v C 1° fie ? C ' S ^ they may go home to their houies; be- 
coverniXS^^? 4 . 111 A h , ern f n whiIet * ^ouid w« 5 , glad to hover and - 
t K he 1 AIm l , S hc y L b y grace of faith, pu/lafirum 

lather, ^ ' fj wb,cIi n l aJkes Gbrift the hen, and thee the chicken fajfll 

till he might fee \\hat Wo H ld heme of the cityj whether God would not ratific 
E e ?' • hi* 


aAn Expojition on Chap .4,. 

his word by raining down hell from heaven upon it, as once he did upon finfull 
Sodom : or'overwhelme it with the river Tigris,®* once he did fome part of it, faith 
Viod.lib. 2. Diodorus Siculus y fo that twenty furlongs of the town-wall were thrown down by 
it. And the Prophet Nahum threatened!, that with an over-flowing flood God 
would make an end of the place thereof, chap. 1.8. 

Verfe 6. And the Lord God prepared a gourd j fc. after that his booth was dried 
up, and the leaves withered, God by his providence, and not withouc a miracle 
( becaufe without feed, and fo hidden}*) furnifhcd lonah with this gourd or ivy- 
bufli, or white vine, or the plant call ca' Palma Chrifti y or PentadaElyIon, becaufe 
itrelembleth a mans hand with five fingers: fomcthing it was, buc what, is not 
certainely known. Kimchi thus defcribeth it: Efl her bn tongis & a It is frondibus 
umbrofa. It is an herb or plant that yeeldeth good fhade wich its long and iar«e 
leaves. And many yearcs before him, one Rabba fon of Hanna faid, that it growes 
by the waters fide, is commonly fet for (hade-fake, before tavern doores: and chat 
oyle is made of the feeds ofit.° 

and made it to come up overlonahj Not only to refrefh him, ( who having been 
fo lacely in the whales-belly was haply more tender-skinned then before, and not fo 
well able toendure the heate of the Sun ) but alfo to make way to that reproof he 
afterwards gave him ver. 1 o. Hoc tnim txierr.o flgr.o , laith Mercer , for by this out¬ 
ward figne,God fporting with him, as it were, clearly convinceth him ofhisimpari- 
cncy ,& admonifheth him of his duty:& this He chinketh was not done till the forty 
dayes wore over. . 

to deliver him from bis grief f from his head-ach, can fed by the heat of the Sun; 
vvhicli yet he curfed not as* the fcorched AtLantes are faid to doe. Or to exhilarate 
and refrefh his fpirits after his felf-vcxing: for the hafty man never wants woe, and 
r the envious perfon, becaufe he cannot come at another mans heart, feedeth upon his 
Efa. 5 * 7 . own. Now though God chide him for his fault, yet as a father he tendcreth his in¬ 
firmity, and takech care that the fpiritfaile not before him undthefoule that he had 
made. And it is as if he fhould fay .- Jonah goeth on frowardly in the way of his 
heart > I have feen his Waycs and will heale him : L will leade him alfo , and reft ore com¬ 
forts unto him Efay 57.16,17,18 As itisarule in Phyfick,frill to raaintaine nature. 

fo Ionah was exceedinggladf] Heb. rejoyced with great joy , that 1 s,jupr* mod am , 
he was excefiivein all hispafiions, which fpeakes him a weake man. Some think he 
rejoyced the more in tire gourd, as conceiving that God thereby voted with him, 
and for him. This wa&alfo Leahs errour, when rcjoycing in that whereof the fhould 
have repented rather, flie faid Gen. 30. 18. God hath given me my hire , becaufe 1 
have given my maiden to mj husband , and Jbe hath borne me% fift fon. So much mis¬ 
taken are the bdt fometimesand fo bladder-like, is mans foule ; that filled with 
earthly vanityes though but wind, and gone with a wind, it growes great, and fwels 
in pride'and folly : but if prickc with the leaft pin of piercing grief, it fhriveleth to 
nothing. 

Verfe 7. But God prepared a worm\ All occurrences are to be aferibed not to Na¬ 
ture, Pate, or Fortune, but to God : who as he is Great in great things , fo is he not 

mTnis'nec tn the Icaft. He prepared firit the gourd, and then the worm, and then the 

w,n< ** He was the great doer in all. He fo attempereth all, that his people fhall 
nimis. have their times and their turns of joy and forrow. Thefe two are tyed together, 
laid the Heathen, with chaines of Adamant: hence alfo AgeronU’s altar in the tem- 
Tlnt. pie of Volnpia. See the circle God ufually goes in with his, Pfal. 30. 5, 6, 7. &c. 

to teach them that all outward c-omforts are butasgrafs or flower of the field, which 
he can foone blaft or corrode by fome worme of his providing. Monro te iterrmque 
iterume^i moneboftdth LaEiantiusfi warn thee therefore,& will do it againe & againe, 
D« tpificio ^at ^ lou l°°k noC u P on £ hofe earthly delights as either great or true to thole that 

Da.adDem. trull them : but as things that are not onely deceitfull, becaufe doubtfull but alfo 

deadly, becaufe delicious. 1 here is a worm lies couchanc in every gourd to fmite 
it, a teredo to waft it, befides the Worm of confcience bred in time froath and filth, 
for a perpetuall torment. 

Lib si ci and it fmot the gourd that it withered] Plants have alfo their wounds, d ilea fes and 
’ * death, faith Pliny. The gourd being gnawed at the root, and robbed of its moift- 

nefs withered. Sir tranfit gloria mundt. But the righteous fhall flourifh like a palm- 

tree 


Chap.^.. 
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tree ( not like this palm-crift) pfal, 92. 12. Now the palm-tree though it have ma¬ 
ny waights at the top, and many inakes or wormes at the root, yet it frill faycs,ATec 
p-emomec per/mor , i am neither born down, nor dried up: but as Noahs olive 
drown'd, kept its verdure; andas Mofes bufli fired but not confimjed; fo fareth 
it with the righteous, perfccuted but notforfaken ere. 2 Cor. 4. 8, 9. and at death a 
crown oflifeawaites him, JVuanta perennis erit. ail immafcdcible crown, an inheri¬ 
tance undefiled and that withcreth not, Pet. 1. 4. thatfuflereth no Marafmus ; but 
is referved frefli and green for you inheaven ; like the palm-tree which Pliny faith 
never lofeth his icafe nor fruit: or like chat Perfian fee, whereof Theophraflus faith, 
that at the fame t.mc it doth bud, bloftomc and bcare fruit. 

Verfe 8. God prepared a vehement E afl-Wind) f he windes theu blow not where 
they lift, at random e 1 mean,and without rule.- but are both raifed and lay cd againe 
by God at his pleafute. He prepared , and fent out of his treafures, this 
violent Eafl-wind \ Hcb : jilent : fo called either becaufe it filenceth all other 
winds with its vchcmency : or becaufe when itblowes, men are made filentor 
deaf with its d;nn, fo that their talc cannot be heard. There are that by ftlent 
here underftand a frill, low, gentle Eaft-wind, that cooled ncft tbc heate of the 
ayrc inflamed by thf 1 Sun, but rather added to it, and fetiton: rJ.ojuya, the Greeks 
interpret it: and thisluitcs well with that which followed!. 

and the Sun beat upon the head of Jonah j ZJjfit& Ufit Pfal. 121. So the Poet, 

-- feriente cacumina Sole. 

Chryfoftome cannot but wonder, that whereas all fire naturally tendeth upwards, 
the Sun fhould fhoothis beames downwards, and affedt thefe lower bodyes wich 
his light and heat. Whereby if he be troublefome to any ]onah y it is becaufe God 
will have itfo ( for he is a fervant , as his name in Hebrew itnporteth ) without 
whom neither Sun fliineth nor rainc falleth Mat. %. 45. and who by affli&ions 1 
( fet forth in.Scripture by the heate of the Sun) bringeth back his ftraglers Pfal. \ 
II 9 - 97 - ‘ 

that be fainted] Though the head of man hath a manifold guard upon it, as be¬ 
ing overlaid firft wich hairc,skm and flefh, like the three-fold covering of the Ta¬ 
bernacle ; and then encompafled with a skull of bones like boards of Cedar; and 
after wards with div eric skins like fitken curtaines : and laltly enciofed with the c 
yellow skin which Solomon calleth the golden ewer Eccle. 12. 6. 

yet J onab fainted and Wijbed in himfelf to die] It a ut ab animo fuo peteret mori t he 0 
required of hislouieto go out of his body, E gredere m 6 anima mea ) as Hilarion laid, 
but in a better fenfe he called for death, as his duo: being, belike, of Seneca’s 
mind, that Nature hath befto\ved this benefit on men, that they may bereave 
themfelvesoflife, whenfoever they pleafe; not confidering -that God is Lord of 
life and death, neither may any one lay down his life buc when He calleth for 
it: as a fouldicr may not leave his ftation, but at the command of his capraine. 

it is better for me to die then to live 1 Notfo J onnb, unleffed you were in a better 
mind. You fliould rather fay as Martinus on his fick-beddid, Domine fi adhuc $ 
populotuo fum necejfarius , Lord if I may yet beferviceabletothee, and ufefull to E 
thy people, I refufc not life and labour. Or as Mr: B alter, on his death bed defi- 
rous to be diflolved, when he was told by fome ftanders by, that though it was r* 
better for him to die then to live. Yet the Church of God would mils him : He * 
thus fweetly replied with David 2 Sam. 15. 25, 16. If J fbail find favour in tbc 
eyes of the Lord , he will bring me again ore. but, if otherWife, loc here I am , let 
him do what feemethgood in his eyes . A good man is born for the benefit of many, 
as ifoccrjphyfitiansfaidtohim: neither may he defire to die out of dilconcent, A 
as Jonah did for a trifle, wherein he was crofted ; and rather then which to have p 
been deprived of, Niniveh that great city, by his content, fhould have beende- u 
ftroyed. That he never after this would return to his own countrey, but was fo q 
lick of the fret that he died of the fullens, as feme Hebrewcs fay, I cannot bclceve. £ 
See the Note on ver. 3. 

Ver. 9. Doefithouwed to be angry for the gourd?] What? fo foon blown up for 
a thing nothing ? Tantane animis cceleflibusira, ? 
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Knew not Jonah that to be angry without a caufc, was to be in danger of the judec* 
ment t Mat. y. 22. that it was a mortal! fin, and not venial!, as Papiils falfly con 
elude from that text.; which lets not forth a different punifhment of mfti ancer" 
but a diverfe degree of punifliment ? that it is the murther of the heart, as eu? 
Saviour there fhewes, and the fountainc.of the murther both ofthe tongue, and of 
the hand? will he be like the foolifh bee, who loftth her life to gee revenge? 
See the Note on ver. 4. 5 

and be faid] Before he faid nothing when reproved for his rafh an^er ver. 4 
and that was beft. Now lie chats agamft God, laying the rcincs in the neck of his 
• nnruly paflions and running riot. Who can underftand his eriours ? and who can 
' tell how oft a fervant of God may fall into a foul fin, if ftrongly inclined thereto bv 
nature, or violently tempted by latan and his inftrumenrs ? Of Judah indeed it is 
cxprcfly noted, that he {new bn daughter-in law Tamar ugaine no mote Gcn.z* 
26. But what fliall wc fay to Lots double inceft ? * to Samp font going down a«ain<* 
to Cm Iudg. 16? to Abrahams twice denying his wife? to lohns twice adoring 
the Angell Lev. 19. to. and 22. 8 ? Let him that ftandeth, take heed left he fall- 
and let Gods people fee that there be no way ofwickednejfe found in them, that' they 
allow not, wallow not u this guzzle: fith hereby they loofe not their jus hareditl 
rmm, but yet thcr j*w aptttudinale, not their ride but yet their fitnefle to God; 
kingdome: and perhaps, theirfulnefle of reward there 2 John 8. 

and he faid I doveil to be angry , even unto death] Afcarcfull out-burft : refill 
pallion at the nrft riling up : elle who knowes whither it inay tranlport us ? Palii- 
ons, faith One, like heavy bodies down fteep hils, once in motion move them, 
lelves s and know no ground but the bottome. lonah ( faith Another upon this 
CX.) flights admonition, nleth up in an animefity againftittoadefperate degree 
of anger : fuch wild bcaft. arc furioui puffions when wc give ihem the rcincs. 
Thus He, Sorely as the Lion bcateth himfelfwith his own taile: and as fuilen birds 
sn a cage bcate thcmfelycs to death fo could I omb in th,s rage find in his heart to 
do : and he fhames not to tell God as much. It was therefore no ill wifli ofhim 
Vomne libera thatdefired God to deliver him from that naughty man Himfelf , from headlong 

Znerntfi.' ° 0t “J? diflweeten a mans life but fhorcen it g 

The Emperor Nerva died of a fever contracted by anger. Valentinian by an irrut* 

nrrWf> 0 fi 5 °? d ’ ° f in a ra 5 e againft his cupbearer kll 

prelently into a palfey, whereof he died. What difeafe Jonah died of I know 
ftot: but this 1 know, that ,n lus neat he did and faid enough here in this text, to 
have made Almighty God relolveashe did once*againft thole muttering Mm l 
14 28 ncercs in wilderneffe, As truly as {live, faith the Lord, as ye have fbokrlin m l 

{T ll l d °l° y0 l : ; , h T L fllalc lurel ^y e W * out of thine own mouth 
willl judge thee &c. But God chofc rather to glorifie himfelf in Jonah's falvaciom 
en inhisdefcrved deffrudion. Dat igitur poeuitentiam, & pojted indulgentiam 
(as that father prayed) He therefore firft giveth him repentance, and then par. 
as it wer^Fn^M^ y hl , s / cco ‘^g fthefe paffages, and fo foaming himfelf, 
^irh^ln 3 , b f A hc wo, ! d /* and Mo by his doling up his Prophefie 
^d wn t L nPPr? 0tftnV1 * ng W .; th L God for thc laft word, as Peter did with CJhrift, 

fepk a rnnv-r r CS U tke evcnc ^“lgs confuted him, and he was glad to 

leek a corner to cry m Mat, 26. 35. with 75. 

withdrawn ^ ^ ^ ^ nOC r ° arC U P 0tl n ° r rUn l, P^» him 

t 'T f i? rd ’ l Ven i° n hlS netk ’ U P° n the thil t H es of h “ bucklers ; but 
lob u. EES' faidunto him that he mightthe moreadmire his own impotency and Gods 

oV n ^ioSrp““^ 

° nthe Hcrc is thc cnd fco P c and application of the 

eafe3id ; n^ h f- r T by ? a r^ ethth r C God P rc P arcd notche gourd fo much for thc 
?ninn^ d ^ fJ /r Sbody ’ ? fo £ ame dicine to hisfonle, convincing him of the 
iniquity both of his wayes and wifhes, by an argument drawn from the lefle to thc 
greater; and confuting him by a comparifon. Thou, a {infull and wretched man, 

haft 
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lull had pitcy Or flared, and art forry it perilhed. The gc-urd a lorry llirub a * 

mcane mufluome, and none of thine neither, but as lent thee : Alaffc mailer faid 
they it was but borrowed; “ J 

for theVehichtbouhafi not laboured] And focanft not be fo faft-affc<fled to it - » • 

For ail men love their own works rather then other mens, as parents and poets’ 
faith Arifiotle : proving thereby, that thofe which have received cheirriches from "-?***> 
their parents are more liberall, then they which have gotten them by their own T f^' 
labour. Ethtc.l .4. 

neither madefi it grow] Thou baft neither planted nor watered it, or any wav 
added to it, by thine induftry: for thatalfo was no part of thy paines but mine 
Not that God labourcth about his creatures; for he doth all his work without tcolc 
or toileE fa. 40. 28 but this, as many other things in Scripture, are fpoken after 
thc manner of men, and fo mull be taken. 

Which came up in a night J Hcb: the [on of 4 night, not without a miracle > 

though Plmy fpcak of thc quick and wondeifull grouth of this fhrub. 

and perifijed in a night J Ctto orient, citb itidem moriens, quickly come and as 
quickly gone; a fit embleme of earths happincfTe. Surely man Walkcth in a vaine 
JbcW- 3 fane a yuadamffelicitate temporaliter florens : they fhail foon be cut down 
like the graft, and wither as the green herb. They arc but Hemcrobiji their life is 
butaday f and filch a day too, as no man is fure to have twelve houres to it) as■' 
this gourd was but of one dayes continuance, a^itcameup in a-nighr, foitperifh- 
ed thc next; cub crevit , citb decrevit, repente prolatus, repem'e jab lat ns, of verv 
fmall continuance. 1 T 4r rm: 

Verjeii. And (bouli not I (j,are Ninivchj I who am ail-bowcls: I who am a 
fin-pardoning God Nch. 9. 31. none like me for that Mic.- 7 18. I, who am the Ego emphaas 
J-ntber of mercies, anduod of ad comfort % Cor. 1.4. whofe property and pra dlifc it cum. Mercer. 
is to comfort thofl that are eafi down 2 Cor. 7 . I, wfco am fo tranfccndently gra- 
nous, that thou halt even hit me in the teeth with it ver. 2. £hould Hoc I be afFecfted 
With thedcftruftion otNiniveh ? 

• that great city] See Notes on chap. 1. 2. and chap. 3. 3,4. y Ca I will fpare it, fith 
it is ten chouland times more worth then that gourd of thine fo much pittied. 

wherein are more then fixfcorc tboufand Verfons] more then twelve myriads of 
innocent infants that cannot difcerne&c. but live a kind of feufitivc life, as not yet 
come to the life ofreafon, and are therefore matched and mentioned with beads. 

And alfo much cattle (a part of my care) which have had their (hare, a? they could 
in the common humiliation ; and fhail therefore fihace in the common prefervati- 
on. And haft thou an heart to repine at this,and not to be fet down with fo good 
reafon? Jonah is now fad and filenccd: and although we hearc no further of him, 
yeemethinks I fee himf I ob-Jil^) laying hK hand upon his mouth in an humble 
yeeldancc: yea putting his mouth in thc duft, and faying Once have I fpoken, but I I c '> 4 °- 5 . 
will not anfwer : yea twice, but I will proceed no further. Teach me, andj Will 
hold my tongue : for thou bafi caufed me to underfiand wherein I have erred . HqW 
forcible are right words &c» 


Acatti. 




m 



comment 

EXPOSITION 

Upon the Prophefie of 

MICAH. 


Chap. I. 

He word of the Lord &c. ] See the Note on Hofi.t 
to Micah the Morafihite to diftinguifli hi cn fiom 
Micaiah the (on of J mlah, who propnetied in A- 
habs dayes, above an hundred ycarcs before this. 
Micah the Morafihite, fo called from the place of 
his birth or abode which is made famous by him 
(as Abdera was by Df mocritus, Hippo by Attfiin ) 
and not He by it • Ambrofe faith hi. name fignifi- 
eth, £luu ifie ? who's this ? who ? ( faith that Father inanfvver ) Not one of- 
the common fort, but an eledl veflfell to carry Gods name to his people. Hieromc 
from his title Morafihite interpreted, callcth him Coharedem Chrifii C'oheirewith 
Chrift, of whom and his kingdomc he fwcctly Prophecieth; and may therefore 
bccaUedthc Evangclicall Prophet; as was Efay, his contemporary with whom 
/1 th . in S s common : and this one thing above Ivm, chat he nameth Brf/> 

/^ Chnfts birth-place chap. 5. 2. for the which (as well as for his boldncfle Ier, 
26. 18.) he was famous in the Church M*r. 2. 6.1 oh. 7. 42. 

dayes of lot ham, Ahaz.Hezekiah'S Ahaz ft andeth between Jot ha wand He- 
zekiah, astbiftle or thorn between two lillyes. or roles. M anajfeh comes after, 
and degenerates into his grandfather Ahaz. To his time Micah attained not, much 
idle to J ofiahs, as \ftdore hath it: : for betwixt \othamm& lofiah were an hundred 
and twenty y cares at leaft. It is probable that Micah Propbcfkd forty yeares, if 
not more: wherein he favv many changes, and met with many molcllations : had 
caule enoogh to cry outf with his Colleague , JVho hath be/eeved our report f 
W7 leanenejfe, my leanenejfe &c. Ycthcldhcon his courle ; as being of Latimtrr 
mind, who (peaking in one of his fermons ofa-mimftcr that gave thh anftver 
vvhy he left off preaching ? viz. bccaufc he law he did no good ; this faith 

Latimer, 


Verfei .] 



Chap .4. the Trophecje of Micah. ". '33.5 

» Latimer , is a naughty, a very naughty anfwer. .~~~ ~ 

which hefaw 1 fc. with the eyes of Ins mind, for the ufc oftbe Church: whereto 
this piophefic comes cogi^ended, fiiftas the woMofthe Lord, and (ccoadlv, asex-, 
traordinarily rcvcaled.to tfiis Prophet. "■ ■■ 

concerning Satgaria find lertifaiemj Samaria kernel to be firft n,med becaufe 
moft g u,hy before C .°<3 They arc yoked together, becaufe there was feraee ever 
a better ( Aholah and Ahohbah fillers in fin ) and one the much worfe for the others 
neighbourhood. Jcrafa/em would take it in highfeorn (likely) to be matched 
with Samaria (lo much flighted and fhunned by her Ion. .4.0. ) as Papiftsnow 
dotobefetby Proteftants, Turk,by Chriftians ( the wordt/a 
down all other tdhmony amongft them ) But this Prophet is very bold ( as it is laid 
of 1M7 his so at ancus Rom.t 0.20 ) binds them both up in one bundle.and Ipareth not 
to Ihew ]ndah their tranfgreffions, and the hbtsfe of J acob their fins. ' * 

Verfe 2. He arc, all ye people, j He beginneth as Efay, in a lofty and (lately 
itile, povyring bimfelfout in a golden flood of words ( as Tally fpeakeeb of Ariflo ~ 
j/fx Politicks j and calling for utmofl attention and a ffedion: as knowing that: he 
had to do with men more deaf then fea-rppnfters, and more dull then theory earth 
they trod on j which is therefore here commanded to hearken, fich men ( that ha¬ 
bitable part of Gads earth Pro. 8. 31 ) will not heareand give care: wherein they are 
worfc then the infenfible creatures Vfd. 119. 91. y 

and let the Lord God be witnejfc against you J Here he turnetb his fpeech to the 
retractary Jewes: fpeakmg to God as a righteous judge and fivift witneffc index 
]ndcx\ vindex , agaiqft them if they hearkened non tohismeffage, nifi pare ant idea- 
£jtm percant. r *■ 

the Lord from his holy temple^ that is, let him teftifie from heaven Pfal. n. 4 
that he is dilplcafed with you, and that 1 have carefully fought your fqules-health! 
v r a l tim . ?e ** Ierii P-lem wherein ye glory, and where ye think ye have 
1 him as fall bpund to you, as the Tyrians had their idol Apollo whom they chained 
and nailed to a poll, that he miglit not forfake them, when Alexander belieged ^ 
their town, and Eookit. The Heathens had a trick when they belieged a city to 
1 call the Tutelar gods out of it by a certain charme, as beleeving that it could not Virg.' i£a. * 
verfe^hef^ 6 ^ & ^ fCflfe wllereunt0 r ° mehave interpreted the following. 

} erfe 3 For behold the Lord agrptyctb oift of hia place'] that is, fay they QUC Of 
Jtidaa and his temple there, leaving it to the Chaldaean&and Affyrians. See Ezech. 

3.12. and chapters 9. jo, and 11. .where God make:, divers removes from the 
^-.nerubins tp the threfhold, from thence to the Haft-gate, from thence to mounc • 

Olivet, quite out of the city chap. ? 1. 23 and when Gqd was gone^ thenfoliowed 
£ , ^ a . LaI1 palamtcy, in. the ruine of the city. But by Gods caroming forth out of his 
place here, f conceive is meant his defending from heaven to do juftice on this hv- 
pocrmcall nation, EJay 26. 21 , and becaule hypocritis nihilshtpidins hypocrites 
retting on their external) performances and pririiedges will hartfly.be perfwaded of 
any cvijl toward them M/r. 3. 11, Is not the Lord, (ay they among# us ? none 
evtflcan come upon us • therefore we have he,re an emphaticall Ecce, Beheld the 
■Urdcomuteta i he is even upon the way already, and will be here with the firft. 

He will come down as once at Sodom, when their fin was very grievous Gen. j §. 20. 
when they were overcharged with the fuperfiuify of naughein^flt - God came from 
neifven to give their land a vomit - And fo he would dq here: for Unregenerate 
morraJrJ /^? 0 ^ 5 Etbio ? U /lw ‘ 9 ' 7 ‘ as the Ruierp of Sodom, and people of Gp? 
and tread tip on the high-places of the carfh^ the High and mighty Oqe s , that 
g 0 “ Gn j °r - che top ofthc,r hilIor:ksas fo many Ants,think themfelves fo much 
‘/ and fafC , r ’, rc I ,ofo confidence in their high places and ftrong-holds. as 
W E(lomin h »s Clifts of the rocks, munitions of 
ft 3 * - r ' ch , 1 ' 001 ,n h,s ile apes end hoards Ittk, 1». tliefe, with, their 

AS rh^ mirp 0 fV W 1 l crea ^ i? ow ^ ir? ^ is an S er > a ”d trample them in his fury.. 

• th^honow*** *°**••»'*. inil ^ 

firfi 4 vtmi the mwwtiMl h mitm *«4‘r WwlThw I* to tttc felf-fame f e# fe 

Though 



oAn Expofttion on 


Though men fwell in their own eyes, to the hugenefl'e of fomany mountains?^ 
though gotten upon their bill of ice, they think they (hall never be moved, p tfa 
30.6,7. ytet when God with his devouring fire, and everlafting burnings co’mesTn 
prefence, thefecraggie mountains (hall fooh diffolve andmelt as wax, they (hall be 
as waters, poured down a defeent, they (hall flow as a landrilodlf, &c. By which 
fimilitudes, and familiar comparifonsc is notably fet forth the irrefiftible wrath .of 
God for the affrighting of hard-hearted finders, that they may take hold of his 
ftrength, and makepeace with bim 3 Efay 27.?. ^ . 

The valleys alfi flail be cleft.'] The poorer fort alf> (hall have their (hare in 
the common calamity. God Will neither fpare the high for their might,'nor the 
bafe for their raeanneffc, but Lords and lofcls together, (hall be as \\5x 'before the 
ftrc^&c.] Wax is a poor fence againft fire, flicks and Hubble againfta ftitn* tor¬ 
rent .- fo humane force, again ft divine judgements. u " 

Verfe 5. For the tran!griffon of Ucob is all this f] Left* hey fhouIJ think, either 
that thefe things were threatned in urrorem onely, and would never be inflated; 
orelfe that they had not deferved f«ch fcvericy, but that God fliould pour out his 
wrath rather upon the Heathen that knew him not, and upon the families that cal¬ 
led not on his name* The Prophet here (heweth that J acob was become a juft ob- 
jeftof Gods indignation, by bis tranfgrefiions or rebellions, and the whole houft 
of Ifracl by their finnes: there was a generall defection, arid therefore they mu ft 
exped a generall deftrudion. 1 or why ? the juft Lord is in the npiddeft thereof: he 
will net do iniquity , he will not acquit the guilty : morping by Mamin* doth he bring 
his judgements to light , he fail ah not: but theunjfitt knoWcth no ft j awe, will taken® 
warning, which is a juft both prefage and defert of his mine. 

What is the tr.-.r.fgnffion of Ucob ? ] fay they in a chatting way ; like thefe mif- 
creants in AiaLieby, that fo worded ic with God, c/wp. i 4 and 3-. 

is it not Samaria ? ] faith the Prophct,in anfwer to that daring demand of theirs. 
So, what are the high-places of Tudah l \ vi*. the fit perditions and carnall confiden¬ 
ces thereof? Is it not Jeru/alem? faith the Prophet. Arc not their capitall cities 
become their capitall finnes ? Read we not of the calf of Samaria, Ho/. 8 , 5 . and 
did not her kings fee up idols at £>*»and Bethel , and Gilgal. and Bterflcba ? As 
for J craftier*, had (lie not turned the very Temple into an bigh-place, byrefting 
in her ceremonial! fervices, and facrifices ? Did notfome of her beft kings wink at 
the high-places ? And Aha^tbnt ftigmaticall Belydift^ftiutup Gods*Temple and fee 
up ftrange worihips? How then could thefe frontleffe fellowes vskjvhat is the tranft 
grejfton, &c ? and What are the high-places &e ? The Prophet goes not behind the 
door to cell them, that the beft of them were no better then a rabble ®f rebels a- 
gainft heaven: and their chieftains were moil in fault, though they leaf! liked to 
hear of it. Samaria is a very Pencropolis, and J erufalem is little better : they both 
are even transformed into finnes image: the Prophet here fpeaksof them, as if they 
were notoncly finfull,but fin ic felf; as Tally faith of one Tubulin a Roman Error 
Haraparmurn, that he was fo defperately wicked, ut ejus nomen non hominij fed z-itij cfc videm t - r ' 
raiidorumca- thatbc P a( [ ed ; ot / or a bm for « f ° flagitious were his prafttfe: or as 

num.Aug. Ati fi tn f aich of th,s prefent evil world, That it is nothing die but a ftic of filthy 
hog*^ or a kenneII of mad dogs. . 

Verfe 6. Therefore I Will make Samari/i as an heap of the feld, ] i. e . like as when 
(tones <re gatheredrout of a field, they are laid together on heaps: fo I will take 
courfethat where famaria now is, there (hall be nothing to be leen, but heaps of 
(tones and rubbifh.God is the true : for thou haft made of a city an hi\r t 

of a defence d city a mine, a palace of ftrartgers to be no city, it fliall ne ver be. built 
Efay 15.2. Of Rome it was long fiqce prophefied: 

Tota eris in cineres , qua ft nunquam Roma faiffes. 

O that God would haften that day : Scipio forefaw ir, and wept, fc. when he faw 
. C arthage fee all on a light fire by hire felf. j n th| greatnefle of the Turkifl Empire 
are fwallowed up many kingdomes and countreys: befides all chofc Churches arid 
places fo much fpoken ofin Scripture, the Romans onely excepted : yet no doubt 
for their many and mighty finnes, Time (hall triumph over this fogrea^a Monar¬ 
chy, 
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diy, when it fliall but then live by feme, as others now do. Op,, eft Zhirym. 

{?■ V’ 0Ug !l c ^ ou build thy walls as high as heaven ( fai/theXle rotStd 
M««* ) yet finne that licth at the foundation, will one day over-turn them 

and as flaming* ./a vineyard, ] that is, it fliall be made a place fit for the 
planting of vines: it fliall be utterly rafed and harafed. A Lapide obferveththe 
ntnefle of the eapreflion here ufed, in that Samaria was feituace on an hill that 
bore vines: and before it was a city, it had been a vineyard: God threatneth to 
make it fo again, and fo to flam the pride of ail its glory: fee what a trouble-town 
finneSurely did people but know what it will once coft them.and caufe to them 
they durft not but be innocent. » 

and J Hill pear d.wn th, flam, thereof ini, the valley, 1 that is. into a by corner 
Elap.dat.on is neceffaryto a vine-yard. Efay y. 2 . there being no poffeflion thai 
requireth more pains and care, as Cato hath obferved. 

andl willdijeover phe foundation thereof.] I willnoc leave a done upon aftone 
nor any foot-ftep of fo (lately a city, that hath fo long time been a cage of unclean 
birds, an Augean ftableot abominable idolatries. God, as he hath loving refpefts 
to the places of his fervants birth and abode, Pfal. 87.6. Efay 49. 1 6. f 0 he fees the 
marks of his wrath upon thofe places where foul finnes have been perpetrated as up- 
°n our Abbeys and Monaftcries, whole very foundations are laid naked. 

Verfe 7. And all the graven images thereof ] Upon thefe the jealous God will 
execute vengeance: fo to (hew his hatred of idolatry. The ftonesof the altars hee 
ml Aj M c "*jW ones -> that * re keate * in funder : the groves and the images flail 
not ftand up Efay 27. 9. As for thofe that Worflip th fm , and repent not of the works 
*f thetr hands. Rev. 9. 2o. they (hall fmart furely for their idolatries, as did thofe 
of old in the wildernefle: and the more ingenuous of their pofterity acknowledge , 
at this day, that there is no pumlhment befalleth them, in which there is not (fill J 

ZdfCmlfdt‘r S,/ i e c C “‘t 7 r !! eiti! ’ that thefnperftition which was 
grofler atfirft ( and for which they were carried captive by the AJfyrian ) was af¬ 
terwards refined by Manajf'h a Jew-prieft, that in Akxand'm time made a defe- 
ttion to him, and brought many Jews with him : but chat faved them not from ut- 
ter deltruction. 

_ and all the hires thmof J!,all h, harm with fire, ] Her regards given her by her 
firm-hearts, Hof. 2.5,1*. and 9.1. her vowed prefents and memories, (asPapifts 
now call them) her monies and donanes (ball be fet on a light fire. .Godwilicon- 
fute their vain confidences, as he did thofe Popifti rebels of Norfolk in Edward 
the fixths time, who brought into the battell the Pix under hiscanopie, and with ail 
his tnn^ts erodes, banners, candlefticks, memories, &c. which in the end could 
neithef help themfelves, nor fave their friends from the hands of their enemies. 

for fle gathered it of the hire of an harlot , &c. ] Ill gotten goods thrive not. 

1 W ii? r ari ^ ound c . obe r * cb - Indeed we read of Phryne, a notable ftrumpet 
that (he offered to rebuild the walls of Thebes, on condition that this might be en¬ 
graven on them ; o & ^7 int* 4 *y 3 &c. Alexander pulled them dovvn,and . 

Fhrynt let them up again, but it would not be accepted. Flora alfo the Roman harlot 
was very rich: and fo is the whore [of Babylon at this day, by her trading with 
die merchants of the earth : but this will not hold long, i^t/.i8?io. In one hour 
JhaH her judgement come : and in one hour fo great riches (hall come to nothin* 
ver/e 17. England was wont to be counted and called the Popes Affe- for bearing 
his burdens : and his puteus inexhauftus , his pit Of treafure, whence hee drew at 
pleafure. Poly dor Virgd was fometirneColletfour of his Petcr-pencc here &c. 

But Henry 8. caftiecred and caft him out hence; depriving him of his harlot-hire . 
And well he had done, had he not given occafion to thofe that came after* to com¬ 
plain. Ptjftdebant Papifta, poftidentjam Rapifta^ &c. * 

Ferfe 8. Therefore I will wail and howle,] Good men are ufually more deeply 
affefted with the wretched eftate of wicked perfons, then they themfelves are. 
Thus Samuel mourned for Sauls rejeftion ; Daniels aftonied and troubled at the 
import of Ntbuchadne^ars dream, chap. 4. t 9 . H abal&uks belly trembled, 'and . 

is ipsqtnvered at the confideration of the judgements that were to come upon the Hx 
Chaldeans. Do we foffaith Mr. Perkins )at other mens fmartings. 

I will go ftript, ] tammente quam vefte, renting off my garments, and cafting 
E f them 
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<tA'n Expofition on Chap.i. 

them from me, as if bereft of- my wits : Pro demente vel infano cj U id«m accipi unt 
faith Calvin here, See EJay 59. 15. with the margenc, and Efay 20. 2. * 

I will make'a Wailing like the dragons, J which fucking the Elephants blood 
till he fall down dead upon them, and oppretfe them with his huge bulk, make an 
horrible howling : fo horrible ( faith P niacins out of P liny and Soiinus ) that they 
r amaze, yea kill thofc that hear it. Fides fit penes autores. 

and mourning m the owls,] Heb. as the daughters of the owl, or of the eftrich: 
young oftrichescall off by their dammes, Job 39 14. Lam. 4. 3. and hungerbic 
howl pitifully, as doalfo the young ravens for luce cauie, Pfal. 147. 9. Of the ra¬ 
vens of Arabia it is recorded, that full gorged, they have a tuneable fweet record: 
but empty, fereech horribly. By thefe fimihtudes here ufed, the Prophet would ex- 
prefie his griefe to be unexpreifible. 

Verfe 9. For her -wound is incurable , J Or, (be is grievoufly fick. of her Wounds ; 
Or, her Wounds are full of anguijb , neither is there any to pour in balm of Gilead, 
to allay it: any to lick it who!e,as the Lady Elinor did her husband Prince Edwards. 
wound, craiteroufly given him in the holy land, by an Ajfajfine , with a poifoned 
knife. 

for it is come unto Judah, 7 ] viz. Samaria’s wound and Plague is come, i. e. (hall 
Ihortly come, though now they live,as if out of the reach of Gods rod, or as if they 
had a protection. 

he is come unto the gate of my people. ] Sennacherib ( flelhed with former fuccefies 
at Samaria , which had been carried captive by his father ) came up to the very gate 
ofjerufalem, as an over-flowing fcourge: and thought to have cut off all the Jews 
at once : as if they had had all but one neck. He came up over all his channels, 
and Went over all his banks • Hf pa fed thoroW Judah, and over-flowed, reaching 
even to the neckj and the ft) etching out of his.wings filled the breadth of thy land , 0 
Immanuel, Efay 8.8. But Immanuel Loan took a courfe with him, Efay 37. 33. 
fo that though he came to the gates, yet heeritered not into the city : nor fhotan 
arrow there, nor caft a bank againft it. Look, upon Zion, faith that Prophet, the 
city of our folcmnities , and fee if Jerufalem be not ft ill a quiet habitation 3 3.20. 

fValk.about Zion, faith the Pfalmift, and go round about her, tell the toWers thereof . 
See if any be miffing fince Sennacherib came upagainft them. Mark^yee Well her 
bulwarks : are they diminifhed > confidcr her palaces : are they at all defaced ? 
Pfal. 48. 12,13. What if Jerufalem be wicked? yet Sennacherib is infoUnt. If 
therefore Jerusalem (hall be fmitten with the rod of Sennacheribs fear, Sennacherib 
fhall be fmitten with the fword of Gods revenges, who of all things cannot eri' 
dure a prefumptuous and felf-confident vaunter: but will deal with his people, not 
according to his ordinary rule, but according to his Prerogative. Surely ijrncl 
hath not been forfaken , nor Judah of his God,, of the Lord of hofts , though their land 
was filled With finne againft the Holy One of Ifrael, Ier. 51.5. 

Verfe 10. Declare ye it not at Gath, weep ye not at all,] fc. in their fight and 
hearing, (though at home, weep your fill, verfe 8.) left the daughters of thofe un- 
circumcifed triumph, 2 Sam. 1.20. left out of your tragedies they compofe co¬ 
medies; and ye become their mufick, whileft they revel in your ruincs, and make 
themfelves merry in your mifery. 

I» the houfe of Aphrah, roll thy felf in the duft . ] An elegant Agnomination in the 
original: q.d. Duft thy felf in the houfe of duft. Aphrah had its name from its 
duftineffc ; as Paris is called Lutetia a Into , from its dirtineffe *: and as FJiram cal¬ 
led the twenty cities of Galilee given him by Solomon, Cabul, that is dirty, or 
difpleafing, 1 King. 9. 13. fitly was this city called Aphrah , or Dufiy, faith the 
Prophet: for it fhall be reduced to duft, and the inhabitants oceafioned to roll 
themfelvesintheduft, in token pf extreme forrow- See Lam. 2- 10. Some think 
Aphrah is put for Ephraim : others, better underfland it for a particular city; 
cither that in the tribe of Manaffeb, Gideons city, J ttfg, 6, 11. or that other in the 
tribe of Benjamin, Jofh. 18.23. not far from Jerusalem, 

Verfe 11. P a fie ye away, thou inhabitant of Saphir, J Or, thou that dwelleft 
fairly, as it were in a city fee with Sap hires, fee E/ay 54. 11. fuchaswa* Sufain 
Perfia, and Antioch in Syria , a city fo fweet and fpecious, that Jldahomet never 
durft come into it, left he fhould be there detained by the pleafure of the place. 

Saphir 


Chap.i. the Prophecie/jf Micah. 

f/ur here (fay fome) may allude to Sant.rU. that infteadof her fti^kftST 
be expofed to .gnotnmyand nakodnefle = they Jba'l ie carried array, roSld /d 
naked and bare-feot, even With their buttocks uncovered to the lame ahnlLt 
Efay 20.4. So the Popes champions dealt by the •ZdeUtmFraZ ft'iT ’ 
ent Proteftants. One great city* of thei« ,ly took”tXV^fiaty' 

to be as a gate^to the kmgdomc of judali. Thefe came not forth of their^ceTn^the 

Vcrje 12 For the Mi,art of March traded carefally for rood 1 Or halt 
yrteve to, the pod,*,*., that he hath loft in the common caimity- grieverillh» 

tintfk:: i7f 6 r?i mic ti " 

.„g^^ 

' V, V- I W - 1 dlc ,, ou ?" : 10 ,lare waited upon, Ihe hath loft the »ood of Pro/be 
* rlm‘(ZoMge( 7 t the hftdeftmftion'of wj/l^thlu'' 

;^Sh x r f *^ 

uOW body Dromedary, per A»tiphrafi») 0 v to the polt-Urhs Anwii, LaZ i 

Sa r ria - “"dWcJjSbe 

halUaft, haih ' } "aemhal ad fmat, begone with ailpoflibleipeed: 

She i.r rip beginning of fin to the daughter of Zion ,,1 Not partner onelv but Au 
• ,l0 ;' r ’ Sf ? l ^ g " e . ader ; Such arc , al i h'^tefiarchs and in venters of evil thi' n g s ,Rom a 

• -r“ d r •‘•'i*." 1 w r h ,,cr -"- a,,d bt «»»«»« 

fu' ■ a\ Some app!y the words to the confederacy of Lachilh with 7er^ 

uUem againft king_dma*.iab x 2 icing. ,.p i o. (lain at this city. J 

,>■■■ tanraafyreffMt'f ]f rA elWfrefotndit,tUe-l Theoften-chaneeof perfon in 
O S verfe ,s remarkable. The chief linne that. U Hand, charged „ tlH td t 
t in - r t0 flu ' l,ad a:a,„:er, Amos 8 . ,4.XtTher rites 

nerftirion S b V 7 erot, MM, and rranfruiitcd them to Jerufalem. Su- 

- t; ,4 , 38 - alVaid "[ tl ' e Turks, fentand fubje^ed themfe^ 

Ut fhor IvnLr* % ' tha F<J e V have the help of theLatine Churches, 

W nt ’ they were dclboyed, their Empire fubdued, and fwallowed up 
U r mUCh be ^ Wereit tofcndalamBte l 
Pf,| S , r ? h ' Efa y 1 J* 1 ? to bring prefents unto Him that ought to be feared, 
J t r n t0 . 9°V Vh ° (Pints of Princes ., \»d is terrible A 

(bared indeed from l Z \^ ^ f ° C ° Seiwachsrib whon i Lachijh here 

lifted over ? to NcbuchAdns*.zar, Btljbazzar, Xerxes, who after lie had 

bi-idee of h IOnS ° f “‘f Gre ? ce -> ancl beaten the Hclleftont ( for batter- 

fit wT° VW ,l} thrcC hu,ldred ftli P es > was defeated, routed, «<’* 
M hnicrs boaC ’ £0 favc his ° wn life? 

. ooujfs of Achztb (that is Of a lie ) fhall be a lie to the kings of ifrael. J Or 
F f 2 have 
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^ have been a lie to the kings of Tfrael: never true to thofe that trufted them: And 
wilt chou confederate with them, and confide in them ? 

P'erfe 1 5. Tet will I bring an heir unto thee , ] Or, a Poffejfour , who {hall lay 
chum to thee, as by right of inheritance. This heir was the Affyrian, and thofe 
Colonies brought by him into the cities of Ifrael, 2 -King- 17-34* Thefe tookupon 
them as heirs and owners of the countrey, till turned out afterwards by lofiah King 
of Judah, 2 lCmg. 23.4,8. Here is another elegant allufion, ( as this Chapter is 
full of them ) for Marefbah fignifieth an Inheritance, or PolTeflion. And ific 
were /litsab’s own countrey, ( as many think ) we may fee the Prophets integrity,^ 
not bearing with his bell friends: but taking the fame liberty to tell them of their 
fins, and dangers, that they did to commit the one, and toincurrc the other. Phy. 
fieian healthy feif laid they to our Saviour, Luke 4-23. that is, thine ovvncoun- 
trey,as it is there explained. 

He flail come H-ito AdtilUm , the glory of Ifrael. 1 Haply fo called, becaufe David 
was once there hid and harboured : and the place thereby renowned.. Or, becaufe 
it was a tlrong-huld, wherein Ifrael gloried and milled, but in vain: fith theene- 
mie fhould come to it, and furprize it. Some think poor Ad til Urn is called the glo¬ 
ry tf If'del ironically , and by way of fcorn. Some read it thus, O glory of Jfratl 
( to wit, then loll and overthrown ) and they make it to be a deep figh of the Pro¬ 
phet, fee from the bottomeof his heart; whereby he wicnelTcth chat he is greatly 
Dar.cus. furry for the ruine of the ifraelites: thathee might move them aSfo co mourn in 
like manner. This he further prefleth them to in the next words. 

Verjf 16. A Like thicbald and poll thee *■ e. Make mod bitter lamentation; 
he alludes toacufrom among the Eaftcrlings, of tearing off the hair of their heads 
and beards, in times of great heavinefle. See lob 1.20. Efay 15.2 Jer. 7.29. Ev. 
9 3. in other cafes haldneffe was forbidden Ifrael, (left they {hould JymbolUc with 
Heathens , but in cale of forrow for fin, they were called to it, Efay 22. 12. 

for thy delicate children , ' To whom thou haft been rather a parricide then a 
L. Flor. parent : dealing by them, as that fallC School-mafter in Italy , that brought forth his 
fchollers ro Hannibal. 0 

as the Eagle , 3 when he is old, and lofeth his feathers; ar.d with them, notone- 
ly his beauty, but alfo his fwiftneffe and courage. 


CHAP. II. 

Vcrfcu \7\J° fo them that devife iniquity,'] Or, labour, afjVFHou, vanity, a lie. 

V V The Hebrew word Aiei, is of large ufe ; applied to all kindc of 
finne, which caufcch pain, forrow, andmifery: and herein particular to coi ctouf. 
nelfe, that root of all evil to a mans felf, and others, 1 Tow.6.0, to. Our Prophet 
flings a Wo at it, as doth Iikewife Habal^ki chap. 2. 9. calling it an evil covcionf- 
™{]' e ■> as the Prophet Ef.ty tells us, that for the miquiiy of his covet on fne{fe y God 
was wroth with Ifrael and fmot him, Ef.ty 57.17. The world counts it a light of¬ 
fence : and calls a clo.il ^of good husbandry over it, 1 7 hef. 2. 5. jjut thisdifguife 
will ferve fuch, no better, then that which csthab once put on and perifticd. I->ct 
Ha fats Ho- rom ’ n dcccive 7 °* wi:Ij VW1 words * ( thofe plaifiered words , 2 Per. 2. 3. u fed by hels 
yoti. Promoters') for becaufe of thefe things (ft-, fornication, covecoufnefle, See. thofe 

peccadillo *j as they are counted ) comcth the wrath of God upon the children ofdifobc- 
evence, Ephef. 5.6. lor why ? T hey devtfc iniquity, cog; taut quaft coagitant , they 

plot ana plow mifehief, being men of wicked devices, Prov . 14. 2* talking efclbons 
to themfelves, as that covetous caitif did, Luf. 12.17. beating their brains about 
their worldly proje&s, and reftingno more, no not upon their beds by night ( a 
time and place appointed for reft, when men {hould together with their dochesput 
off their cares, andcompofe themfelves to fleep ; that nurle of nature, and fwcec 
■parenthefis ) then one doth upon a rack, or bed of thorns. 

Urns they wo h evil upon their bedsf \ They work hard at it, having the devil for 
their eask-mafier, who {ball therefore alfo be their pay-mafter. He hath their fouls 
here as ma (ling , * Sam. 25.29. violently tolled about and reftlefle: they are his 

drudges 
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drudges and dromedaries, driven about by him at his pleafure 2 Tint. 2. 26 
wholly a&ed and agitated by him Eph. 2.2. having as many Lords as lulls* wherel r - 
with their hearts are night and day exercifed, 2 Pet. 2, 14. without intermiflion * 8 ’ 2 *' 4 * 

See this in Felix, who at the fame inftant trembled and coveted a bribe: in Ahab 
who lick of Naboths vineyard, laid him down upon his bed, but relied "not His 
heart did moreafflift and vex it felfwith greedy longing for that bit of earth then 
the vaft and fpacious compafle of a kingdome could counter-comfort. * 

when the morning is light they prattife it] And fo thfey lofe no time, being up and 
at it by peep of day; when others are fall afleep, and fo more eafily furprifed and 
circumvented by them- The morning is the moll precious part of the day- and 
Ihould be employed to better purpo/e. But wickedneffc proceeded from the Kicked 
as faith the proverb of the Ancients r <W,2 4 . 13- and as they like not to have 
God in their heads Pfal.10.4. nor fcearrs Pfa 1.14.1. foneither in their word sPfal. 

12.4. nor vvayes Tit. j.i6. but the contrary: Surely fatan is rightly called the God of 
thisKorld ; becaufe as God at firft did but fpeakthe word and it was done, fo if the 
devill do but hold up his finger, give the leaft hint,they are ready preft to pradifey. 

becaufe it ts in the power of their hand] The Vulgar hath it, Becaufe their hand is 
againfi God : and indeed the fame word El fignifieth God and Power. The Seven¬ 
ty render it, Becaufe they have not lifted up their hands to God ( an exercife proper 
and fit for the morning Vfal. 5. 4. ) The Tigurine, ffluia viribut pollent. Thev 
have ftrength enough to do it. Their hand is to poKer ( fo the Originall hath it ) mn cr & hant 
that is, faith Calvin, quantum pojfunt, tantumaudent they dare do their utmoft < P l9 ^ non Mem 
they will cry what they can do.- their hand is ever ready co rake and ferapetone- oTm/Ahir 
ther commodity ; neither can they be hindred either by the feare of God or any i«iW. 
refpeCt to righteoufnefie. * * 

Vcr. 7. And they covet fields, and take them by violence ] ^cc here the feverall de¬ 
grees of fin; and what delcents covetous men dig co hell, and beware betimes. Sure- 
ty as the p ot of all difeafeslies in the humours of the body; fo of all fin in the lull 
of the foule. The Heathen could fay. 


UdvTzov y.iy erfowsa y&wv imSvfdA oZiy. 


taenia*. 


Juvenal. 


Covetonfneire is called the lull of the eyes ! I oh. i. ig. becaufe from looking conies 
lulling fiom lulling, adling, ( hence lulls of the foule are called deedes of the body 
Korn. 8-13. ; yea afting with violence, they covet and take, they rob and ravilh 
PI A. 1 o. there is neither equity nor honelly to be had at their hands: but as they 
1 j r S ’ “ 0U ^ CS > heritages Ihamelclly; fo they beare them away boldly, 

and think to fcape fcotfree; becaufe it is facinus major is abolU , the fa ft of a creat 
one, whole hand is to power, as ver. t. & 

andhoufes, and take them aKaff though a mans houfe be his callle ( as we fay > 
yet it cannot fccure him from thefe cormorants. Scribes and Pharifes devoured 
mddowes homes Afat. 23. 17 where was a concurrence of covetoufnelfe and cru¬ 
elty ( tor thele feldome go fundred ) befides the putid hypocrifie of doing this under 
a pretence of long prayers. A poor man in his houfe,is like a fnaile in his Ihelhcrulh 
that, and you kill him. 

fo they opprcjfe ( or defraud ) a man and his houfe(\ Either by fraud or force by 
cratt or cruelty they ruine a man, ( a well-fet man vinm validum ) and his family 
ms whole progeny ; which might not be done to the unreaforiable creatures Dent’. 
r _ * ?/ ThK i s \ 0 be lik eyiadus that cruel Prince of Valachia : whofe manner was, 

' kindred Wlt ^ C16 °^ en ^ our to execute c he whole family ; yea fometimes the whole 

tv ver'x\^A h0ld do 1 Aevife an evi/l] They had devifed iniqui- Tur t bj * f s 

ons nrnvrtr-.^ n ° W < ^ evi ^ 1 c h eitr mifery. God ufually retaliates, and proporti- 353 
18 m ,on t< > provocation Deut. 32. .21. frowardnefle to frowardnelfe Pfal. 

H P ’lnvp C r« ^ n r ty C0C , 0ntr ^ iet y Lcv ’ 26 ’ l8 » 2t - and device Co device, as here, 
cxneripnrp 1 leir own co y ne i and to make them know by fad 

Ter ■? rr> \at that it is an evill thing and bitter to forfake the Lord and his feare 
an evill • n,rK° e C t0 i „ !? an a g a ‘ n ^ whom the Almighty fets himfelf to devile 
an one lhall find, that thought is not free ( as that pellilent,proverb 
F f 3 would 
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would make it) either from the notice of Gods holy eye* the cenfure of his mouth; 
or the llroak of his hand. See \er. 4,14. and 6. 39. Rev. 2. 33, Dent. 29. i 9 . 
And this. Nature it ielfhad fome notion of, as appeareth by his ccnfure who judg¬ 
ed that A at io chus did therefore die loathfomely, becaufe he had but an intent to 
burn D*anus temple. Fecit qutfque quantum volutt, faith Seneca : and 1 ncefta. efi. 
Or fine ftttpro, qua fiuprum cnpit faith the fame Authour. Vaine thoughts are ve¬ 
ry fins, and expofe men to punifhmenc: thefc (hail cither excufe or accufeatthe 
laflrday Rom. 2. 15. Meane-while, God is devifing what to do to them: heis 
preparing his bow and making ready his arrowes upon the firing, even a Topbet 
of the molt tormenting temper willihortly fwallow them up, without true and time¬ 
ly Repentance. 

Erom'Afhich ye fiall not remove your neckj } It fliallfo halter and hamper you, 1 
that like fifties taken in anevilL net, and as birds caught in a/nan, Jo fhallye be fm- 
red in an evill time, when it falleth fuddcnlyupon Jon Ecclef. 9. 17. ye {hall ne- 
' ver be able either to avoide it, or to abide it. But as the bird in a gin, the fi(h on 
> the hook, the more it firives, the more it fiicks; and as the bullock under the 
yoke, the more he wriggles, the more he galles: fofhall it be here. Vour faire 
necks, that would not beare the eafy yoke of Gods obedience, (hall be ridden on 
by the enemy and bound to your two furrowes HoJ. 10. 10, 11. yea a yoke of iron 
fbcillbe pstt upon thee, untill thou be deflroyedDetit.2%. 48. 

neither Jha/l ye go haughtily} Heb. Romah ; and hence haply Roma had its name, 
from its height and haughtinefte : according to that of the Poet 

. - atque tilt a mcenia Rortia. 

The meaning here is, God would dejeft and darken them, fo as that they (hall 
utterly lole their former renown and fplendour. He will thruft them down, as it 
were \\'ith a thump on the back_j and there hold them. See Ezeck m 21. 26,27. the 
fccne (hall be changed, and the haughty abafed. 

for this time u e: t/Q Both finfully and penally evill The Apofile femeth to al¬ 
lude to this text, when he faith, Redume the time, becaufe thedajts are evill : and 
Sufficient to the d^y is the evill thtnof, that is, ttyemifery of it, faith Chrift Mat. 6. 
34. Andagaine, Thofe very dayes / hall be afjUttion ( fo the Greek, text hath it) 
Mark 13- 19- asifthe time were turned intoaifliftion : becaufe of that evill, that 
onely evill without mixture of mercy Ezech. 7. 5. here foretold, and therefore 
foretold, that it might have been prevented. 

Vcrje 4. In that day /ball one take up a parable &c.} In that day, that doiefull, 
and difmalday of rheir'ealamity. 

fhall One ( Any one that is moved at your mifery? and would work you to a fenfe 
of your fin the mother of your mifery ; 

/ball take up a parable ] trifiem & querulam fad and forrowfull. 
and lament with a doleful lamentation ] Heb. with a lamentation of lamentations, 
or with heigh-ho upon heigh-ho , as the word feemes to fignify. 

we be uttterly {foiled \ Plundered to the life, laid naked to the very foundation, 
chap. 1 . 6. put into fuch a condition, as that there is neither hope of better, nor 
place of worfe. . 

be hath changed the portion of my people"} that is God, or the Afjyrian by Gods 
appointment, hath taken away our countrey, and given it to ftrangers. The 
Pope tookupon him in Henry the 8. dayes to give England Primo occupant™ to mm 
that could firft win it This brutum fnlmen came to nothing: But when Gods 
people changed their glory for that which profited not, hr. 2 11 . he loon chang¬ 
ed their portion; he caufed that good land to fpew them out, he turned their wcale 
into woe, and brought wrath upon them to the utmofi. Neither profited it them 
any more to have been called Gods people, then it didDivw in flames, that Abt a- 
ham called him Son ; or J udas, that Chrifi called him Friend. , 

how hath he removed it from me? } This is Lamentation-like indeed. See atn. 
1.1. and 2. z. and 4.1. all beginning with the fame word. How- I he fpeech is con- 
cife and abrupt, meet for mourners. There is an elegancy in the o iginal not to 
Englilhed. How uncertaine arc all things here ! God fits upon the ctrc c 
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earth, and /hakes out the inhabitants qt pleafure, as by a canvas, Pcrfons and things 
are (aid to he in heaven, but on earth : on the outfide of it only, where they have ^ 4 °* 
no firm footing. Dionyfius was driven out of his kingdomc : which yet he thought ait*' /.-a 
was tied to him with chaincs of adamant, faith the Hiftorian. ' ’ 1 

turning away ( from us as a Iothfomc objeft, being fo incorrigibly.flagitious) 
he hath divided our fields] fc. to the enemy for a reward: like as he'gave Egypt 
to Nebuchadnezzar for his paincs at Tyre. Or thus, Injlead of refioring ( which 
now we are hopeleffe of) he hath divided our fields, our fertile and fat countrey to 
thofe that will be fure to hold their own in it; as the Gaules and Gothes didin 
Italy, after they had once tailed the (wcetnefle of it. Vatablm rendrcch the text 
thus: How hath he takenfiom me thofe fields of ours which he feemed ready to re- 
ftore ? be hath even divided them, fc. to others. 

Verfc%a -Therefore tbo H /bale have none that {hall caft a cord by lot ] Fields were 
divided with cord* of old, and inheritances alfo, See PJul. 1 6. 5. and 105. n.and 
78. 5 5. 2 Sam. 8. 2. This hope is henceforth cut offfrom revolted Ifrael: the ten 
tribes never returned, the other two did, and fome few of the ten amongft them. 

Whether upon their converfioh to Chnft they (hall be reftored to the promifed 
land, Time (the mother of Truch) will make manifeft. 

lw the congregation of the Lord | So you were once, but now nothing leffe. A 
Congregation ycare ftill, but of malignants : a rabble of rebels confpiring againft 
heaven. A name ye have to live, but ye are dead : yc cry out Templum Domini , 

The Temple of the Lord are Wf: but in truth ye are no better then thofe Egyptian 
temples, bcautifull without, but within nothing to be fecn but a cat, rat, or fome 
iuchdelpicable creature. Here they are called the Congregation of the Lord by an 
irony, as the Cardinall of Ravenna is fo called by way of derifion. 

Verfe 6. Prophefieje not, fay they , to them that prophefie J Prodigious impuden- 
cy, thus to filence the Prophets, or clfe to prescribe to them, according to the other 
reading of the text, P ropkefie not, as they prophefie , for they are too tart: therefore 
Drop not ye who thus drop vinegcr and nitre, who vex our galled confidences, no 
leflc then the cruel Spaniards do the poor Indians naked bodies, which, for a 5 r.Fr. VrakC 
fport they do day by day drop with burning bacon : Buclet thefe drop that can 
fmooth us up, that can utter toothle/fe truths^ that wiil drop oy I e‘into our cares, b } {fin a vtrba; 
and give us filken words; thele be Prophets for our turns G d cannot pleafe 
fome hearers, unlcffe he fpeak tinkling and tickling words. Now, thefe muft 
get their eares healed ( as Dcmofihcnes advfled his countreymen of Greece )erc 
they can be in cafe to hear with profit. They muft learn of Bers, to pafl.vby rofes 
and violets, and fit upon Time ; to heed, I meane, found rebukes rather then 
fmooth fupparafitarions. There arc that note a jeare it the tcarm Drop. It is well 
known that the word Preached is oft compared to raine Deut. 32. 2. Efay. yy. 

10. 11. The Pi ophets therefore are herein derifion called Droppers or Difi tilers^ 
and forbidden to do their office; oratleaft, to drop in that tort. Thu theirfuc- Luk - J 4 - 
ceflors in evill the Pharilees ( who were likcwifc covetous) derided Chrifi • And 
thus their predeceflburs alfo in E fay's time puta fcofiupoH him, and his preaching, 

cap. 28. 10. where the (bund of the words in the Origin/caries a taunt as lcoin- 
full people, by the tone of their voice, and riming words, gibe and jearcac thofe 
whom they vilfy. 

they fijallnot prophefie to them} q. di You (hall have your wilh; tny droppers 
(hall give over dropping, and be no further troublelome, nor take fhame any more 
by prophefying to fuch a perverfe people,fo (hamelefly lo lawlefly wicked. 

that they fhall not take fh amt} Or, fhall they not take fhame} q. d. though they 
will not hcare of it, that ftiame (ball be their promotion and confufion their portion: 
yea they (hall furely feel and find it fo. 

O thou that art named the hottfe of Jacob] That haft a name to live but 
ifn. ReV ' x - that arc called a Jew, and makeft thy boaft of God Rom. 2.17. 
that baft a form of knowledge Rom. 2 • 20. and a form ofgodlinefie 2 Tim. 3. 5. a 
femblance of fanftinfony Luk e 8. 18. afting religion, playing devotion, as if it 
Were a name onely ; or as if it were enough to be named the hottfe of Jacob, or to 
have his voice, though the hands are the hands of Efau, the praftife nothing 
itutable to the profeffion.... Thus many.amongft us content thcmfelves with the 
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bare name of Chriftians: as if many a (hip. hath not been called S 
Goodfpecd , which yet hath fallen into the hands of Pirates. The devil will f ure i« 
(weep, and helifwallow all fuch Nominaliffs : fuch (hall find that an empty title 
yeelds but an empty comfort at the laft. What was Dives the better for this that 
Abraham called him fonne, or ludat that Chrift‘called him friend, or the rebellious 
Jcwes that God ftileth them his people ? Doth he not elfewhere difclaim them and 
call them a fitful nation , a people laden with iniquity • the people of his wrath and 
of his curfe ? May not all Formalifls fear Jacobs fear } Gen. 27.12. My father-per- 
adventure will feel me, and I Jhall feem to him as a deceiver : and I fhall bring a curfe 
upon me , and not a bleffing. Our heavenly Father will furely feel ys in our addrefli 
and if he find us but complementing, and contenting our felves to be called the 
houfe of Jacob , lie will confute our vain confidences, and cut us out of the roll • as 
he did Dan and Ephraim , who were named the houfe of Jacob , and yet for their 
wickedneffe are pafled by in the reckoning up of the twelve tribes Rev. 7. as if 
they were fouldiers put out of pay, and cafhiered. ’ 

Is thefpirit of the Lord ftraitned | or fhortned ? Is he a penny-father ? hath he 
but one blefling ? Is there not with him the refidue of the Jpirit ? plenteous redem 
prion, an exceeding abundant goodnette even to a fuperpleonafme ? Where then is 
the fault that you are no more Jacob-f\ke, plain-hearted and perfwafibfe - that ve 
refufe to be reformed, hate to be healed,faying to me,Deparc, and to my Prophets 
Drop not, & c. Neither curfe ye nor bleffe ye, as he faid to Balaam} wherein if they 
(houH hearken to you, and be ruled by you, yea, fhould you ftraitly threaten them 
with bonds to fpeak henceforth to no man in my name, as Act. 4. 17. yet my word 
is not bound 2 Tim. 2.9. but runs and is glorified : my fpirit is not ftraitned 
but is free and not fettered. I tell you, that if thefe ( Prophets ) fhould hold the* 
peace, and not drop, the ftones would immediatly cry out: which againft change of 
weather do ftand with great drops of water to confute your unyeeldingnefte. Turn 
ye therefore now at my reproof • behold , I will turn out my Jpirit unto you 1 Will make 
known my Words unto you, Prov.1.23. I will do it howfoever; yea in defpite of 
you I will do it,as fome fenfe the foregoing verfe, reading it thus (and the original 
will bear it ) Drop ye not , but they Jljall drop. ° 

Arc thefe his doings} J i. e . Such as God dpth approve of, or rather, are thefe 
Jacobs doings ? tread you in the ftepsof your father Jacob ? did he ever (Hence the 
Prophets, and withftand tHofe that were fent unto him ? Did he not rather lie lotv 
put his mouth in the duft and cric out, fpeak, Lord, for thy fervant hearetb. Good is 
the word of the Lord which ye have fpoken, &c. And whereas yc will be apt e- 
nough to replie that Jacob had no other caufe : for the Prophets never fpake but 
good and comfortable things to him, it is anfwered in the next words. 

Do not my words do good to him that walketh uprightly ? '] Heb. upright ; that pon- 
dereth his paths by the weights of my word, and turneth not to the right hand nor 
to the left, Pro. 4. 26,27. but walketh exaftly, accurately, and precifely Eph . s.k. 
keeping within my precinAs,&c. Do not my words do good to fuch,’and fpeak 
they not peace to him ? David felt it as fweet as honey. If. 1 19. 103. But as ho¬ 
ney caufeth pain to exulcerate parts, though of it felf it be fweet and medicinal: fo 
doth the word of God to exulcerate confciences. Children, though they love to 
lick in honey, yet they will not endure to have it come neer their lips, when they 
have fore mouths: fo is it here. Excellently faith Saint Auftin, Adverfarius Hlno- 
bts,quamdtHfumus&ipJi nobis, &c. ThewordofGod is adverfary to none, but 
fuch as are their own greateft adverfaries, &c. It may well be compared to Mofcs 
rod, which whiles he held it in his hand, it flourifhed and brought forth almonds; 
but being caft on the ground it turned into a ferpent. Did it not take hold of thofe 
refractaries, Lech. 1.6 . that would not take hold of Gods covenant , and chufe the 
things that pleafed him , Efay. 56.4? Doth it not (fill fting wicked people with un- 
quefhonable conviftion and horrour ; when as great peace have they which love Gods 
law, and nothing/ball offend them} 

Verf 8. Even of late my people is rifen up as an enemy j Heb. yeflerday , no longer 
ago; to all their former flagitious praftifes they have now newly added this of ex¬ 
ecrable rapine and robbery, which isftill frelh, and'as it were flagrant in mineeyea. 
Although the truth is, that God looketh upon former fins as prefently committed : 

. for 
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for as there is no beginning of eternity, fo nether is there any fuccefllon. But let 
men take heed how they heap up fin,left they heap up wrathrfor although God may 
bear with people for one t>r two out-ftrayes, yet when once it comes to three tranf- 
grejpons and to four, he Will not turn aWay the punifhment, Am. 1 . 2 . and one new 
fin may fet many old awork in the confidence; making it like Ezekiels fcrouljwherein 
was written lamentations, and mourning, and woe. Surely I have feen yeflerday the 
blood of Naboth, and the blood ofhisfons, faith the Lord, 2 K*s. 9.26, The 
word fignificth lafi night, though it were done fome while before. See the'word 
yejhrday fo ufed by the Apoftle Hebraizing with his Hebrews, Chap. 15, 8 . Some 
read the text thus, He that was yeflerday my people is rifen up on the other fide as a- 
gainfl an enemy, viz. raging againft God, and ranging againft all men, biting all 
they come aneer as mad dogs. See Efay. 9. 21. 1 Theff. 2. 15. they pleafe not Goff. 
bur rife up in rebellion againft him ; and are contrary to all men , being rather If* 
machtesthen Ifraelites, Gen. 16.12. and therefore not rightly named the houfe of 
f j.:ri b (that plain man, Gen. 25.27. without welt or gard, guile or gall) nor could 
• h-v word of the Lord do good unto them, fo long as their deeds were evil, and they 
Lc cU. rknfffe rather then light. 3 Joh.5.1^ 

Te pAl off the robe With the garment ] Robbing and pillaging patten gel's with 
givcccft inhumanity.: not leaving them a rag to cover them, ora croffe to bleffe 
it:,.'* as die proverb is. This was common in Scotland and Africa , faith Da- 

here. It was in England alfo, till thedayes of king Alfred, who firft divi¬ 
ded tiic land into (hires, and then the fubjc&s into tenths or Tubings . every of 
which fevcrally fhould givc bond for the good abcaring of each other, tfirc, By this H ie/LGe^ 
cour.c men were not careful onely of their own aftions, but had an eye toalj the 47 -}- 
nine, fov which they flood bound; as the nine had ovefi each. Infomuch that a poor 
gi'.'le might travel lafely with a bag of gold in her hand, and jione durft meddle 
with her. 

f rom men that pajfe by feeurely , at menavtrfe from war] There are a fort of fuch 
as delight in warre, Pfal. 6 S. 30. that make a fport of it, as Abner , 2 Sam. 2. 14. 

■hat take more pleafure in it then in an Empire, as Iuflin laith of Pyrrhus king qf 

> ots. David was none fuch ; and yet he wanted not for courage. His motto was, BAlim-hre* 
Vn: for peace, or (as the Hebrew hath it) / am peace. He had feen the wo C of imperio^L!* 
v. irre, and knew well the lawlcfnefle of it. The law is no more, faith the Churqh in * lr !' x bti k 
Indentations,Chap. 2. 9. Inter arma (ilent leges, faith the Heathen, Thenoife fotwltiptai, 
»•. vii-res drowns the voice of lawes. A reverend man hath well obferved, that as 
ilioie 1 luce commandments, T hots/bait not kill , Than jbait not commit adultery. Thou 
, ;i a jt. al are ranked together in the law : fo they are commonly violated to- 
genher by unrul ’ louldicrs, Efay. 13. 16. Their children alfo fhall be dafbed in 
ptecis b;ju :■ their ej'cs , thiir houfes fljall be fpoyled, and their wives raviflsed. Thefe 
are the mifieries of wane. But what meant thefe mifereants to filed the blood fif 
warre in peace, 1 Kin. i. y. toftripthe innocent and therefore fearlette paflengcr 
or his raiment, as thofe thieves did him, that went down from Ierufalcm to Jeri- ^*10.30. 
cho, dreading no fuch danger ? neither to rob him onely, but to rayifii him too, Pf. 

10. that they might find all precious fubflar.ee, and fill their houfes With fpoyl} *' r07 ‘ 1,1 3 ? 
And what meant the corrupt Rulers to fuflfer it fo to be, and not to brandifii the 
fword of juftice againft fuch ftigmatical B elialifis. 

Verf. 0. The women of my people 1 Or, the Wives ; once wives, but now widdows 
and therefore calamitous,, friendiette, com fore lefle'; as a'vine whoferoot isuneq- 
vered, as a wandring bird, or a neft forfaken, Jfai. \6. 2. 


have ye cafl out from their plcafant houfes ! where they had long lived with their 
husbands in love, peace, and much fweetnette, as good Naboths wife had : This wa? 
barbarous cruelty. God had taken order in the law, that none Ihould harm a bird 
fitting upon her own neft, how much lefie a daughter of Abraham } Widdows an 4 
Orphans ai e his clients, Pf. 146. 9. 

from their children hveyc taken away mj glory] 1 . q. My maintenance and that 
livelihood that 1 had allowed them for their better education, which might have re¬ 
dounded to my great glory. Whereas now, being by you bereftbothof friends and 
meancs, gt nu:>:t, fremunt , vobis maledicant, clamantque vindittam in ccclpm , faith 
Montanas, they gi'Gan, they moan, they curfe you> tficy crie to me for ven¬ 
geance, (fir, " Verfe \ o. 
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Ver(. io. Arifeye and depart] Veteres migrate colons, makeup your farces and 
1 Jr S- prepare for a deportation ; here's no longer being for you, unleflc ye were better 
Behold the land is defiled * therefore I do vifit the iniquity thereof upon it, and the 
land it felfvomiteth out her inhabitants Zez/. 18.25. ^ 

ThU if not jourreftl As you falfly fancy, and vainly vaunt: binding upon the 
promife, but net performing the condition. It is the guife of gracclcfle men to ftuffe 
/ themfelves with promifes, till they have made them a pillow for finne : Et ftc m-. f _ 
Byrn. fumendo jjjerant,& frerando pereunt, they prefume till they perifh, as he did who di¬ 
ed with this defperatefaying in his mouth, Spes & fmuna f'alcte, Farewell life ami 
hope together. 

Bccaufe it is poll H tcd~\ fc. by your finne, which is of fo fullying a nature that it 
defileth alfo the very vifible heavens, which arc therefore to be purged by the fire 
of the laft day: like as thofe veflels that held the fin-offering were either to be bro¬ 
ken if earthen, or to pafle the fire ifof better mcttal: they muft not think to reft 
that let fin lie unrepented of in the confcience. But as a man that hath ufed hitnfdf 
to drink poifon,at the i- & 2. time he may do wel, but the laft it overcomes and de- 
ftroyes himfelf. fo the next fin, though lcfle,may fet all the former aworkin" And as 
two poifons met in the ftomack make a man rcftlefle ? fo fin and wrath met in the 
confcience, raife a great garboile there.. Neither muft they think to dwelt in Gods 
, good land, that will not live by Gods good laws, Efa. 1.19. l>f 107. 3 c> 40 rbev 
ZilcJS walk upon fireworks every moment ready to be blownup: brmftone alto U '[caul 

lib 'i. red upon their habitations, that if the fire of Gods wrath do but lightly touch it 

they arc fuddcnly confumed. Eufebius tclleth us of D iocleftan, that bloodv'perfect 
tour of the Church, that giving over the Empire, he decreed to lead the reft of his 
life quietly : but he efcaped-not fo. For after that, his houfe was wholly confumed 
with lightning, and a flame of fire that fell from heaven, he hiding h'imfcif for feat 
of the lightning died within a little after. 

it Jball deftroyyou even ''frith afore dr ft ruction] Dijftpatione roborath, faith Calvin 
Ptrdittoncpr*cisd,h\\\\ Tremelhus. The land longs for a vomit to fpuc you out and 
it fhalMo it effcdually. Poyfon given in wine works more furioufly then in waV 
Woe be to that people or perfon whom God will deftroj with a violent deflrrEHon 
This be doth not > oiUixgl), or from hi, heart, Lam. 3.3 s. but mens limes compel 
him to it. Surely as many a fowl is fliot with an arrow feathered from her own bo- 
yo,: and as of the blackbirds flitne is made the lime whereby he is taken : fo out of 
thedungof mens finnes doth God make his Iimetwigs (bis judgements I mean) to 
take them withal. Long they might reft, would they but let him reft: but po¬ 
tion is the forerunner of perdition. 1 ’ 

Verfe 11. If a man diking in the jjsirit, Si vir ventofus, ( Q Unites rendreth 

1 tyf a Windy and falfe man he, faying, o-c. Let a man buf feed them with vain 
hopes and frothy fancies, let him but make fair weather before them;when the ftorm 
of Gods wrath is ready to break out upon them ; let him promife them plenty of all 
things, and prophefie to them of wine and ftrong drink.- as thePopifh Priefts in 
Ger/ons time publikcly preached to the people, that if any one would hear a Malfr 
he fhould not on that day be ftruck blind, nor die fuddcnly, nor want fuftkienr fu-’ 
ftenance, &c. I helc call themfelves the Spirituality, ox men of the Spirit, (as Hofe* 
hath it) as if all others to them were carnal, and deftitute of the fpirit. They .alfo 
(after the manner of thofe falfc prophets of old; take to themfelves big-fwojn titles 
c h 2 nda ‘ t| , y ! ncreafe 10 their P rec ™ded holineffe, fo they proceed in their titles 

Sptcul.Europ. from Padre bene dill* to Padre Angelo , then Archangelo, Cherubim, and laftly Cere- 
phino which is the top of perteftjon. But what is all this more then a light flask, or 
a pillar of fmoak, which the higher it mounteth, the foonqr it vanifherii ? And 
what are all fuch vain boafters hut gloria animalia , popularis aura mancipia villa ac 
Htww cals Crates the Philofopher ? may it not fitly be Laid of them as Hof a. 7. 
The Prophet ts a fool theftirttual man is mad; and as Ezek. 15.3. Surely theft 
are foolift prophets that folio*, their own (firit, and have feen nothing. O \ftael thy 
Prophets are Ifte the foxes m the defers, &c. A wonderful and horrible thing is 
committed in the land. The Prophpts prophefie fajfely, and the Priefts beare rule 
by their means, and my people love to have it fo : and what will ye do in the end 
thereof? J er, 5,31. All will be naught no doubt- There is not a more dangerous 
creature then a parafitical Prophet- B takiel calfcth them the devils dirt-dawbers. 


Chap.z. the Propbecie of Micali. 

plague of God upon the men of this world,- w!u> deferveto bedlcefv^d a f fin ^ la 5 

they have defired it, and it beft pleafeth their vitiaLd paLts ^ S 

v.ng firft flattered themfelves, are well content to be footed up and*1 

thrift! wbogatbereth'tfis^ge- 

ther, as the hen doth her chickens : and died not for that Nation of ?eWs onelr 
bjjt that alfo he might gather together into one, the childrenof God that here Mattered 

exploits and fubdumg foul l\o tbedbXfce rf thf tohf'X tlftZ 

where Cefar himfelf could not break thorow, but ’ “ Britain, 

Territa quafttis oftcudit terga Britasmis , 

Xrs;“' 5“S intoth 1 » 

trv h T n 7 Pr r'°-"- He ;Z 

hel ^T s leTeHer; m ";f CW t faith allfZ - 

fmbZtm fiUT n 3 C , 0nrin “ at ^ n .°T"h“ “°af * 

a rkh pafture^countreu^ 1 i ap ?? n '“^ or theHaughtee. Sec Efa, H . 6 : sLah wa El 
wereferuwche 0 lhambles. ^ r0m e moft fat^eep, andmect for meat 

So will God.^firft Auc you up bv ffrait 

r r 8 £^ 6t T' nUm | b h ryOU ° 0t “ = and V e ,h?M- 

Z' in / Vi d h e 1S a memorablc ftor y ob (He buffer,ng of certain nood neo 
fo t ofr^T’- hands of the bloody fSpilb there 8 A^r 

oner clmes i„ b ! S H t >rUailp !" one houle together, as in a fiieep-fold, theexecuti- 
abouth”ey“'a„dfXd!,h^T ‘f' 1°”’ a , nd bllndf oldeth him with a muffler 
hTto kned down . Jst d s l blra , V° a Ur g«P' a “, where he commandeth 

hdf-dcad a n d t ^„„ u b r S T’Z W Z Cb hls chroac . living him A! , 

taking his. butchers knife, and muffler all of gore-blood, cometh to 

nnS c e re ? iandf< ? leadln g c h em one after another,he difpatched them all to the * ' 
k f ei i gh ^ u !§ht ' In lreland man y ,ikc ba rbarous butcheries have been com 
cS a y rhofe breathing devils the Romifh Rebels, thofe flZZ Zxv^ 

vtllv R )£ lnChe mid ? ? fthe iand ’ Buc M they thus efcape by iniquity ^No » 
erily, tnihtnc anger, caft down r hat people , O God, Pfal. %6 i-G\ve rLmMnnfl a* 

the common ffwerffrti/nf' , 3 m" that tb ^hurch ofW AouH bee 

■Rnr rkic *n ec P-fold of the fheep of Chnft , under one chief fhepherd the Pooe 

SfS VZ ^ Ae naugbter-houfe tffthc faintfj^s no* 

rcadTjj ! andV in r- at ( c be Rabbins for ^ . 

her buts as theV. L Courtof the wicked kingdomeof Edom) ^and,that 

«h, j rf3 ;.,o.) ftiZiril 0 ™;.'£< Sfr?*' bl00d (to the Htbrcw found * ““ 

They {hall make a great noife. J Heb. a humming noife. By rcafon of the multi- 

ritiide 
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n Expojttion on Chap.^ 

tudc of mea, or rather wolves,., Lycanthropi, wherewith they arc invironed, to their 
no fmall heart-break- 

Verfe 13. 77 >r breaker up is come up before them ] The *-AnTi5 f> 

breach-maker (hail handle them hardly and cruelly, as Gally-flaves, or men condem¬ 
ned to the mine-pics. 

Vna fains viCtis nullam fperarc falutem. 

They have broken up"] Made havock, and laid heaps upon heaps. 

And.their king frail paffc beforethem~\ Not onely fex popuh, but Tjx ipfe 3 (hall 
bee carried captive, as were Hofrea, and Zedekjah, thecity being broken up, Jer. 
52 . 7 - 

And the Lord on the head of them] Jehovah, that man of warre, Exod. 15.3. going 
before them, as Captain of the enemies forces, to avenge the quarrell of his cove¬ 
nant, Levit. 26.25. 


CHAP. III. 

Verfe i. A ND / faid,’] viz,, at another time, and in a new difeourfe: the 
X\. heads whereof we have here recorded. A flinging Sermon 

it is, preached to the Princes, and Prophets, .thofe great Heteroclttes in the houfe of 
Ifrael. For as in a fifh, fo in a Church and State, corruption begins at the head: 1 
and as rheumc falling from the head upon the lights, breeds a confumption of the 
whole body,fo is it here.To the chieftains therefore,and Capitanei,our Prophet appli- 
cth himfelf: And as it is faid of Suetonius , that ea libertate , feripfit Jmperatorum vitas \ 
qua ipft vixermt, that hec wrote the Emperours lives with as much liberty, as they 
lived them: fo did Micah as boldly reprove the Princes finnes, as they committed 
them. Such another Preacher amongft us was Latimer, and after him Dccring ; who 
in his Sermon afore Queen Elizabeth , fpeaking of the diforders of the times j Thefe 
things are fc faith He, and you fit fill and do nothing. And again, May roe not well 
fay with the Prophet, faith He, IPs the Lords mercy that we are not confumed, [can? 
there is fo much di[obedience, both in f *b]cBs and Prince. Once it was 7 dptjuam ovts\ 
Ad. fy Men. as a (heep before the (fceerer : but now it is Tanquam 'uvenca petulca, as an un¬ 
tamed heifer,&c. In our dayes, Reverend Mr. Stocky had this commendation given 
him by a faithfull witneffe; that heecould fpeak his minde fitly, and that he durft 
fpeak it freely. I will go to the Bifhop ( Steven Gardiner, then Lord Chancellour) 
and tell him to his beard, that he doth naught, laid Dr. Taylour Martyr; and hee 
didfo, though his friends difTwaded him. Truth muft be fpoken, however in bee 
taken . And if Gods MefTengers muft be mannerly in the forme, yet in the matter 1 
of their meflage, they muft be refolute, and plain-dealing. ] t is probable that Jo - 
feph ufed fome kind of preface to Pharaohs Baker, in reading him that hard deftiny, 
Gen. 40. 19. fuch haply as was that of Daniel to Nebuchadnezzar, chap. 4. 1 9. or as 
Philo brings him in with a Dunam tale [omnium non vidijfes, &c. But for the mat¬ 
ter, he gives him a found, though a fharp interpretation. So dealeth Micah by thefe 
corrupt Princes, to whom neverthelefle hegiveth their due Titles.- and of whom 
hee fairly begs audience. Hear I pray you, yee heads of Jacob f&c. Or, hear yee 
now, who formerly have refufed to hearken. It was in Hezekiah’s day&j that this 
Sermon was preached, asappearetb, JerA6.i8. not long before,Sennacherib inv'a- 
ded the land, Mic. 5. And although the King himfelf were religious, and righte¬ 
ous, yet many of his Princes and Courtiers, who in the reigneof his father Ahaz, 
had been habituate^ in rapine, and wrong-dealing, ftill played their pranks, and 
are here as barely told their own. ' 

Is it not for you to know judgement ? 1 To know it, and do it ? as it is faid of our 
> Saviour, that he knew no frnne, that is, he did none. And have the workers of ini¬ 
quity no knowledge ? they eat up my people as they eat bread, and call not upon God, 
Pfal. 14.4. Of all men Magiftratesfhould be knowing men, fearing Goa, hating 
covetoufnefle, and cruelty, Exod. 18; 21. They are the eyes of their Countrey, 

and 
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and if they be dark, how great is that darkneffe ?~They are the common "-’ 

, glnircs, by which other men ufe to dreffe themfelves. Judges they are to dfern' 
anddec.de controverfies: fit it is therefore and necefikry, that they X 
, how elfe (hall they execute ,c ? Tally cbmplaineth of the Roman Pridfs 
,n his dayes, that there were many things in their own lawes that themfelves un! 
derftood not. I will get me to the greatmen, faith (when hee found 

things farre amifle among the vulgar ) fliktoS 

r m r f ‘ j° f ,he,y a,d •• a n.L /xr 

the yoke, a?, d burjt the bonds, Jer. $ . 5 . ^ 0K S A 

Verfe 2. Who hate the good and love the ev)l,~\. q.d. That you know not iud*o 
ment, but are men ignorant of the truth, which is according to godlinefie appear- 
eth by your w.cked pradifes For you ftand acroffe to what God* equireth hatmg „ . . 

wliat you fhould love, and loving where, you Ihould hate. GoodnefTe is in it fell veZfcT 
amiable and attractive: but you are perfeit ftrangersto it, and therefore hate i/ /rf. ‘ 
and thofe that profeffeit. Evil is of the Devil: andfnuft therefore needs be loath’ 


fome: and yet you love it, allow ^ 

that which is evil ( hate it as hell) and cleave ( or bee faft clued ) to -Tit JlJU 'a . -. 

good, 'K»m. 1 1. 9. You are direct Antipodes to the godly, Pfal. 15.4 and have no- -rUf****' 
thing in you of the divine nature, 2 Pct.i.q. or of the froc 0 f Gods lldrcn, butare 
A f erverje and crooked generation, Dcffr.32.3. 

Mo pluck. 4 tb'ir'tty from 4 them, W thtir fif, fiomtf their foerr.1 Like 
fo mtaty cttrnrvorottf (anibats, or truculent wild-hearts. As the Ofh or SreJ 
W purfueth the prey, tenrsofftheflelh, breaks the bones, and licks out the mar" 


row : fuel, were thefe griping tyrants: their furious rapacity furmonnted all bounds 
of humanity, inch an one was Perm among the Romans, as lull, deferibeth 
him: that r.gre r/fcmo, thofe Romilh Ufurers in King ji. time here, called 
tjtupc.n,in.!s Off ( quoth Puns) devouring Rears: who left notfo much 
money in the whole Kingdom,as they hither carried with them, or fent to Rome be- 
fore chem. Money, and lands are here called mens skin, flefh, and bPncs : and a 


poor niansfubftanceis his life. See M.trk.iz.t,k. and L«ks 8.45. Henceoonrelfit 
on IS called a bonyJ,n,, ,yt„m Mr, 15. and Opprefiburs Mn-caers, pfli4.4. 
and murtherers H.tb. a. , 2. (ypri m cries ouc, Pert. p.*r«« DmM, Amtp£- 2 t 
Eh.tm, htmtnet fruitizt; Lions fparc Daniel, ravens feed E/u, ; but men rage and 
are worfc then both. Md.tnakon maketli mention of a certain Prince, fome few 
years be ore his time, who, to get money out of his fubjefts, would fen'd for them: 
and by knocking outfirft one tooth, and then another ( threatning to leave them 
toothlcfle elfe) would extort from them what furomes foever he pleaied Our Kino 
JvMcxaftours received from his fubjefts no lelfe ihmmes of curies, then of coin“ 7 , „ ,, 
faith the Chronuler: And fo did Cardinal Wolfey, under Horn 8 bv his im ■' olj -* r ‘ ,n J l C(J 
portable subfidies: which caulcd S&*. to rife/,/in arm^ making fsvLy tS ZXt 
Captain. y MJ.ioiz 

Verfe y. Whoalfo eat the flcfr of my people, and fay the r skin, &c.~\ He ftills 
proceeds in the Allegory, the better to argue, and aggravate their extreme cruelty/ 

Money, iaith the Heathen, is a mans fldb, blood, life, all. Of this when the 
people ivere^ pilled, and polled, by their cruel princes, who are here compared rtf 
butchers and cooks, they are looked upon as not onely excoriated, but excansAdd- 
and even exofued, and laid for dead ; for mortis h rbet vices qua trahiiwc'dWre- 
mmbtts. It is a lifelefTe life that many poor people live for want of neccffaries. Such 
ravage Shepherds inveighes againft, that not onely (heer their (heep, but Ezek.34. 

held them,and fuck the.r blood. Atqtti pafioris efi peats tondcrc , non devl.bere, non J ‘ btT - a t- 
carnem& o(ja concidcre, C 7 c. ^ Sntton. 

Chon them in peaces, as for the pot, &c ] Making no more bones of undoing them 
and their families, then to eat a meals-meat, when hungry': yea nouri(hin« their 
hearts therewith, as in a dtp of Jlmghtcr, or good cheer. Jam.’).-',. 

Verfe 4. Then fhaU they cry unfo the Lord , but he Will not hear them] Thenfc. 
when God (hall have changed meir cheer, pulled the fat morfell from betweert 
their teeth, and fed them with the bread o^atfliclion, and water of affli&ion, with 
prif oners pittance as they call ir, \Miich will neither keep them alive, nor luffer ,, , 7 
cm to die ; Then fhallth-ey cry, and whine as hogs when hungry, as dogs when 15 
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tied up from their mcare; but God will not hear them. He will even caft ourthd 
prayers wtth contempt, asbeeing the prayers of the flclhfor eafe, and not of the 
ipirit for grace. They cry unto the Lord aloud, but it is only to be rid of his rod 
they roarc when upon the wrack.buc’tis only to get off,they look rufully as the fov 
doth when taken m a gin, but it is only to be fet at liberty,they chatter out a charme 
when Godschaftening « upon them,yea they may be With child(as it were)of a prayer 
and yet bring forth nohing but wind Efa. 2 6 . 16,17,18. For either God anfwereth 
them not at all,which was Sauls cafe & curfe 1 ^>0.28.1.5.& Uoabs //*. 16.12. and 
Davids enemies Pfal. 18.41. Or die he gives them bitter anfwcrs Ezek. 144 judo 
10.13, 14.Gr ii better ; itis but foraftirthcr mikhief, that he may curfe their 
bleffings 1 and confume them after that he kith done them-good Jojb. 24. 20 . Their 
prefervation from one evill is but a reftrvation to ieven woife ; as we fee in Ha 
oh, St nacherib, Ahab, and others. Le, this is the portion of a wicked man With God 
and the heritage of oppreflows which they (halt receive of the almighty lob 27. 1/ 
14, 1 5. &c. Sec the plate. Remedilcffe milery (hall befall them, calamities that 
tliall wring from them clamours but to no purpofe, or profit See Prov. 1.28. 

he will even hide hu face from them i that i, withdraw his favour ca:c. provi¬ 
dence, help, prefence, and benefits, of all which the face is the fvmbol • that like 
as they have turned upon God the backhand not the face, and have been mcrcileffc 
to men, hiding their eyes from their own fi ej b : fo lhall itbe done to them in the 
day of their dntrcHc, God will award them judgement without mercy who (hew¬ 
ed no mercy Jam. 2. 13. He will fet eff all hearts from them, as he did from 
Wicked Human, when the king frowned upon him. Laflly, he w.Ucu.n their 
• own confidences fide upon them ( as once hed^d upon lofephs brethren Gen . 42. 
21.) to ring that doleiull knell m their cares 1 fa. 3 5 1. Woe to thee that fboihfi, 
&c. when thou Shalt ceafe to fpoi/e,thou (halt be fpoiledftic. Ta Hems lege mu/clabere 
as Adonibe^k-, Phocas , Charles 9. &c. * 

Verfe 5. Thus faith the Lord concerning the Prophets! Falfe prophets who 
pretended divineauthoricy, when a<; God never fentthem, but exprefly ’decla- 
reth here againft them, and threatenech them. Thofc prophane PrinJes had their 
flelh-flies thole court-parafites , to footh and fmocth them up in their fins: to 
Pr °xl r 5 th f 1 pc J cc * a, ^ ei 5 the y walked in the imagination of their own hearts, 

. to add drunkenruffe to thirft, and to live as they lifted. Minfica eft fympathia inter 
Magnates v par*fit os, fe,th One. There is a ftrangc fymparhy betwixt Great 
men and claw-backs: nothing lo croublelomc ro fuch, as truth ; nothing fo tooth- 
fome, as flattery : this is th, fruit of fmrnll filf-love : andthc end thereof arethc 
Wayes of death Prov. 16.25. 

that make my people to m*} ThatUd;.* them and carry them cue of the right 
way into by-path, and bind thicket* U-^rromy where they are loft for ever.- 
Deut. t 3 . 13..Seducers arc faid to draw**:* violently or to thruft them onward. 

■ ft” 11 I d Jv ha ' ,e i r v,n lfrAel lrm Ihr Lord! and the falfe 

Apoftlcs to dr.gd,ln f Us after them Act. 20. compelling them by their pcifwa- 
fions to embrace thole AfoW doftrmcs, that caufe convulfions ofconlcience. 

’ Mt vt’chZ T he-logs of bite through they bark not, faith 
onle wfth ftrki™ 3 °" of 5 U ; <1 8 s ’ fa,th A ”°‘her. that luck a mans blood, 

» l ^ i » 8 ; i duC "u aK . (ach > Beware.f falfe Prophets: for thtycom: 

fcnft mriKSlnV m u ardly thcy are And in this 

of « cake this testthey devoure thofe they make prize 

and gomandile is’nmed ! ‘ ®‘ Gthers think theit eovetoulitefli 

0 Monacht, Vcjlri ftomachi funt amphora Bacchi: 

Vos eft is, Dcm eft teftis, certiffima p eft is. 

»d h uZdXnefl y e r ” PatlCmB ’ andmak<! cIcan0 work ’ fuchisthl * voraiity 

I ngluvies, <& temneft ts, bamthrumq', macelii. 

And cry. Peace] n<tfT<t wkSs All lhall be as well as heart can wifti? or need 

require- 
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Chap. 4. the Trophecie e/Micah. 

require. Letthefe Ccrberuffesbutbe morfellcd, and yonfhall heare no worfe of 
them. Like they arc to the ravens of Arabia that full gorged have a tuneable (weet 
record: but empty, fcrecch horribly. Si ventri bene ft Uteri as Epicurus faith in 
Horace, Let their bellyes be filled and their backs fitted, and they will prophecy 
all good to you: as chofe falfe Prophets nourifhed by Jezebel did.to Ahab ; as 
the Pharifees cryed up the Centurion, who had built them a fynagogue Luk.. 7. 
asthePopifh Clergy canonize their benefaftours, and extoll them to the skies. 
iVvlfm Bifiiop of S her born difplaced fecular’Priefts and put in Monks, Hence the 
Monkifh writers make him a very holy man; andreportof him, that when he lay 

a dying he erved out fuddenly, I fee the heavens open, and Jefus Chrift (landing at the Godw Csialoe 
right hand of God, and fo died. Yea, they had a trick to make their Images 535. 
fpeak their minds this way. As the rode of grace here in England had a man with¬ 
in it inclofed, with an hundred wires to make the image goggle with the eyes, 
nod with the head, hang the lip: move and fhake his iat^es according as the value 
was of the. gift that was offered. If it wereafmall peece of filver, he would 
hang a frowning lip- if a peece of gold, then flhould his jawesgo merrily. This 
idolatrous forgery was atlaft, by Cromwels meanes, difclofcd: and the image with & Mon. 
all his engines fliewed openly at Pauls croffe, and there torn in peeccs by the people, f° l - 
who had been fo feduced. 


and he that putteth not into their mouthes, they even prepare warr againft him ] 

Hcb. fandifie a warr, id eft , excomunicatis aqua & igni interdicunt , crucem Gualtb. 
adverfus eospradicant c Ire. they thunder againft them, and throw them out of the 
Church : publifh their Cray fades, as they did againft the Waldenfes in France, the 
Hufncs in Bohemia, and Luther in Germany : whom the pope excommunicated, 
the Emperour proferibed, diverfe divines wrot againft: the reafon whereof when 
Erafmus was asked by the Eledotir of Saxony, he rightly anfwered, B ecaufe he 
meddleth with the Popes tripple croWn, and with the Friars fat paunches. 

Verfe 9. Therefore night (hall be untoyouf Yc Lhall be benighted,your gifts blaftcd, 
and your perfons baffled: your lamp (ball be put out inobfeure darkneffe : thefword 
(ball be upon your arms , and upon your right eyes : your arms (ball be clean dried up, z e ch r r 
andyour right eyes Utterly darkened. Thofe illuminations and infpirations that yc 1 

feemed to have, lhall be taken from you: and God lhall paffe that. dreadfull fen- 
tencc. Take the talent from him, even here in this life: let him not have the 
leaft dram or drop of a prophetick Spirit, of minifteriall abilities; and then, 
in the next world, caft ye the unprofitable fervant into outer darknefft &c. Mat 
25. 28. 30. 

and it fliall be dark^unto you, that ye (ball not divine] Tenebra vobis ddivinatio- 
ue, velpropter divinationem, fo Galvin. All the reward ye lhall have for your di¬ 
vination lhall be. difgrace and confufion : your folly lhall bemanifeft unto all men, 
as was that of James and Jambrcs 2 Tim. 3.9, 

And the Sun (ball goc doWn ever the Prophets The lame thing islet forth by 
fundry Metaphors, for more aflurance: for Hypecritis nihil fiupidim, it is hard to 
perfwade an hypocritejthat evill is toward him : fee ver. 11. 

Verfe 7. Then (ball the Seers be ajbamed , and the diviners confounded] They 
lhall be hiffed and hooted at for Impoftour, and falfaries: lhame lhall be the pro¬ 
motion of thefe feoles, as it is at this day of the Heathen Philofophers, of the Icwilh 
Rabbins, of the Popilh Do&ours and Schoole-men: who once caricd thebdifor 
moft acute and accurate Divines, but now appear to be great triflers, a rotten gene¬ 
ration of dunghil-divines as oneftileth them : in deteftation of whofe vain jang- 
lingand doting about queftions 1 Tim. 6. 4. Lmther faith, Trope eft-ut jurem &c. tom. t. 
I could fwearalmoft, that there was not a Schoolman that underftood one chapter op^.lut.ep. ^, 
oftheGofpel. Latimer profeffed that by hearing Bilneys confeffion, he learned 
more, then afore in many ycares. So from that time forward, faith He, I began & M ° rt • 

to fmell the word of God, and forfakc the School-doftours,and fuch fooleries. 917 

yea they (ball at 7 cover their lips'] And ftand aloof; as lepers. See Lev. 1 3. 45. 
-E^f 4 ; 24 .i 7 , 22 . 0 rthcy lhall leave offtVeirlyingjfor 1 will flop their mouthcs,tliat 
t ” C ^/r ia ^ n0t ^ erea ^ tcr ft> much as mute any more. The Septuagint render it. All 
men fliall abhorre them, fliall open their lips againft them.^AontanusJnvolucnt my ft a 
ccmfuam } they lhall wrap up their muftachoes, which ('faith dLapidc ) the falfe 

G g 2 Prophets 


Egnillisos ' 
claudm. Calvi 


aAn Expojition on 


Chap.j. 


Prophets wore upon their upper-lip, & incedcbant comptuli, and went neatly trim¬ 
med, as do now the Calvinijtical Mindters. But if iomedo io, yet this is better 
then the Popilh priefts (having, which is a ceremony lo bald, that fome Priefts in 
Trance arc afliamed of the txuuk: and few of them have it, that can handiomly 
avoid it. . « 

for there is no attfwer of God] He comes not at them, as fometimes he did to 
zAbimelech, Laban, Balaam ; neither fpeake they according to his word, for 
why? there is no light in them £/• 8* 20. The- Philofopbcrs prof effing themjelves 
to be wife ( but wanting the vvbdome from above ) became fooles Rom. i. 22.-The 
Pharifees had they known any thing aright and as they ought, they would not have 
crucified the Lord of glory 1 Cor. 2. 8. Oracles they had and miracles enow: 
but they re jetted the counfel of God againfi themfelves being not baptized Luke* 7. 
30- or if they were, yet remained they a viperous brood Mat. 3. and never attain¬ 
ed to that anlwer of a good confcience toward God I Pff. 3. 2i< The Schoolmen 
Lombard often cite the Philofophers, feldome the Apoftlcs; they count the authority of 
rajfrn. fathers as good as that of Scriptures: neither doubt they to call the writings or the 
Eathers by the name of Scripture. Was not this to fee mens threflMd by Gods 
thrcfbold ; and their pofis by hispofis Ezek. 43. 8. what marvel therefore though 
they became vain in their imaginations, and their foolilh heart was darkened, 
while they taught for doctrines mens traditions ? what marvell though Popifli 
fopperies once fo admired be now io much flighted, fince the world iecth tui cher 
into them, then formerly ? Notable is that palfage jn K. Henry the eights prote- 
ftarion againft the Pope; England is no more a babe j there is no man here, but now 
he knowes that they do foolifhly, chat part with gold for lead &c. Surely except 
God take away our right wits, not only the Popes authority fliall be driveu 
„ , out for ever, but his name aifo ihortly fhallbe forgotten in England. We will 

fr om * henceforth ask counfeil of him and his, when wc lift to be deceived, when 
we covet to be in errour, when we defire to offend God, Truth, and honefty 
&c. 

Ver. 8. Buttruely I am fall of power] But doth it become the Prophet thus to 
praife himfelf? Laus proprio fordefcit in ore : and thofe u ho vaunt moft;, have \ 
oft the leaft counge; as thofe creatures who have thegreateft hearts of fftfh, arc 
the moft timerous ; as the Stag, Panther, Hare&c. For anl wer, ltmultbecon- 
fidered, that the Prophet fpeaketh not here of his own good parc^, out ofa vain 
Ffal.45.13. glorious humour (it was enough for him that he was**// glorious within* virtufque 
fuo con tent a theatroefi ) but to fepaiate bimtclf from thofc falfe prophets afore¬ 
mentioned, and to affert his calling by his qualifications, as doth iikewile Sr. 
P attl z Cor . 12. to thofc who lought a proof of Chrift fpeaking in him. The 
word rendered But truly fignifies. All \\>hich notwit branding : d. Albeit there 

is fuch a generall defection lrom God, and luch unfaithfulncfic in the Prophets 
of thele time'jyet l am full of power, lively and lufty, vigorous and vivacious* 

P ( a | by the fpirit of the Lord] That noble Spirit , as David calleth him, that fpirit 

3 Tim. 1. 7* of power, of love, and of a found mind ( as Paul , that putteth fpirituall mettle into 
theloule, and fteeleth it againft ail oppofition. And rruely if the fpirit put not 
vigour into us, how dead and flat are our duties and all ordinances like liquor that 
hath loft its fpints ? there is as much difference many times as betwixt cold water 
and Aquavit a. 

Efa. 50.4. and of judgment'] todifeern of things that differ, to time a word as the Prophet 

Efay hath it, and to teach things profitable and proper to my auditours ( not. as He 
m the Emblem that gave ftraw to the dog, and a bone to the Afie ; or a* thofc 
falfe Prophets,whofpake good of cvill,and evill of good ) and wifely to diftmguifh 
Gutias agai betwixt law and Gofpel in pruxi j which who fo can do, let him thank God, laith 
Dco.&fciatfe Luther* and let him know,that he is a Divine indeed. 

t$e iheolo- and of might] Or, of manhood, virtue, prevalency againft an idverfary, pati- 

* Hm Ht * enceunder whatloevcr crcffe occurrences for the truths fake, and tor my p.ain-dea- 
. . ling. A minifter had need be a man, every inch of him; and to play the man 1 C or. 

* V ‘ I 6 . 13. yea, as the good fouldierof Jefus Chrift, tofuffer hardfjip; being jirortg 
in the Lord, and in the power of his might. He mult be like the diamond in the 
High-pricfts breftplate for hardneffe and hardinejfe , as of Athanafius Naz.uv.*zen 

ccftifictb. 
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. eftificth, that he was Magnes & Adamas, both a loadftone for his Joveliheffe and 
humility, and an Adamant for his refolute ftoutneffeand magnanimity againft thofc 
that were evil. 

to declare unto Jacob his tranfgreffon* and to Ifrael his finne] to tell them of their 
wickedneffc with the fame liberty that they commit it. See here the true pifture of 
a Preacher, both how hemuft be gifted , and how deeded ; A thankleffe office ie is 
with the world to be thus bold and bufie; and very many minifters affeft to be coun¬ 
ted no rncdlers : they think it enough to preach toothleffe truths, and not to incurrc the 
difpleafure of people,by telling them of their tranfgreffions, and Gods jud gements. 

But this is not the garb and guife of chofe chat are fent and gifted by God.fee E*e£. 

3. and 33. ' 

Terf 9. Hear this, I pray you, ye heads,&c.~\ He had had a bout with them be¬ 
fore: but becaufe little good was thereby done, he is at them again; according to 
that counfel of the wifeman, In themorning fow thy feed,in the evening withhold not Ecclef.ii % 
thy hand ; for thou knowefl » u r. Sec. Preach the word faith the Apoftlc, be infant 
(01 f and over the work) in fa/on, out of fcafon. Sec. z Cm. 4. 2. Chryfofiome told 
his Antioehians, that he would never give over preaching againft that fmne of 
fwcaring, till they gave over their fwearing: which becaufe he could not get them to 
do,he breaks out into theft words. Jc will be an hard fpeech untoyou,but 1 will fpeak 
it; Though there be fo many thoufandsof you, yet there cannot be found an hun 
dred that fliall be faved and J tell you true, J doubt of them too. 

Te heads of the hotsfc of Jacob, and Princes of the boufe of Jfraelj As bad as they 
were he gives them their titles. The devil alfo is to have his due : he is called by the 
holy Ghoft Prince of the ayr* and his Angels are ftiJed Principalities , powers, 
lers of the darkneffe of this world, Eph. 6 . 1 2. See the Note on verf r. 

that abhor re judgement] They were not onely ignorant of it, verf. 1. but abhor* 

red ic 5 and therefore abhorred it, becaufe they knew it not. Plato coOld fay, thae 
ft morall vercue could be beheld with mortal eyes, it would attradfall hearts to it 
felf. Lut theft, as natural bruit beafts made to bt taken and defrayed, Jbake evil of 
thofe things that they under(toad not, 2 Pet. 2.12. and What they knew naturally a$ 
bruit beafis, in thofe things they corrupted thcmfelves, Jude 10. being carried away 
by their impetuous and imperious lufts, they not onely did that which was evil, bur 
alfo hated the light of the law that reproved and fentenced them : licenflng o* 
thers by their pradtife at leaft, to do the like. Such Centaures and Cyclopes were 
tbefe princes of Ifrael grown; fuch Heteroclitcs chefe heads of the houft of 
The Me head was feig, J fat. 1. 5. the Rulers were a fcab , Chap. 5. 7. The Lord 
looked for judgement, but behold oppreffon : for rjghteoufneffc, but behold aerie . ,, 

They had made the age not unlike that under Hero^ wherein nothing almoft vyasui)-.- 
lawful; but villany was adted by authority. 

and pervert all equit y] Heb. they pervert, Sec. It is fpoken to others, {n token of a- 
bomination ; See the like, Gen. 49.4. with the Note, Now equity or re&itude is 
perverted, when the guilty are acquitted and the innocent condemned, (See Efay. 

5 * 2 pj *3 • when there is accepting of perfons, and receiving of gifts. ‘ 

ferf. 10. They buildup Zion with blood] Heb. bloods, that is, with goods gotten* 
by rapine and robbery, to the utter undoing of many poor oppreffed, whole live- 
‘ 10 , is their life, Alar. rz. ult. Z-^8. 43, How much better Selymtts the great 
1 urk, who being upon his death-bed moved by Pyrrhus the Baffa to beftow the 
great wealth, taken by him from the Pcrfian Merchants, upon fome notable hofnital fttrhM.iH 
or reheiof the poor, took order that thofe evil-gotten goods Ihould be forthwith 
reitored again to the right owners, to thelhamfe of many Chriftians who will not 
be drawn to do fo. Our Henry the feventh indeed in his iaft will and Teftament, d 
viicaandwinedreftitutionfliouldbemadeof aflfuch moneys at had un/uftly been „ h 
levied by his officers. Buc how few fuch princes arc to be found ? It is held a good- ^ 

Jy thing to build Zion* though it be with blood, and J erufalem with iniquity. But 
boa M hewi nnothzveex rapinaholocaufiumfo he infinitely abhorrerh all thofc, 
naer P reccx f of religion in building fome poor hofpital with the fragments of 
d to make him a party, a partaker of their cruelty, as tlipfc 

A vit' ^ ? M * r ' 7 ;. lu 14- Our Henry the third, wheq fie had 

{ . c U)S great exaftionc) fent the friar .Minors a load of fteefe to clothe 
^ 8 ? • thorp.p 



them, had the fame fent back again with this meflage, That he ought not to give 
Dan.biJl.i6S, a i mes 0 f w hat he had rent from the poor, neither would they accept of that abomi¬ 
nable gift. Zion is not to be builded or beautified with bloods, &c . 


VerJ. xi. The heads thereof judge for reward ,3 Being fo many locufis, & latra, 
ms cum privilegio , as one faith. Well might Saint Paul fay that covetoufnefie is the 
root of all evil, i Tim. 6. 10. It is here afligned as onecaufe (and carnal fecurity 
as another) of that Regiment without righteoufneffe, here Juftly complained of 
And it wastheworfe,becaufe it had over-run all forts of fuch as were in place of 
power, whether Civil or Ecclefiaftical. The Princes and Judges took gifts, which 
they fhould not only not have takcn,but have hated, Prov.15,27. they fhould have 
fliaken their hands from holding of bribes, Efay. 3 3. 15. fith there is a curfe to inch 
Magi fixates with an Amen to it, T>eut. 27. 25. and Vfal. 15, y.cxclufion out of 
Strykion. heaven : Olim didici quid fint munera, laid one once, Raine is good (laid ano¬ 
ther) and ground is good, fed ex e or urn conj/sttbliouc fir latum, of the mixture of v 
thele two is made dirt: So, Giving is kind, and taking is courteous : yet the mix¬ 
ing of them maketh the fmooth paths of juftitefoule and uneven. Nec prece me 4 
precio, fhould be the M agiftrates Motto. And htftice lattice fas Mofes phrafeth 
it. Dear. 16. 20.) that is, cleer fheer juftice without mud fhould run down as wa¬ 
ters, and rightcouf nejfe as a mighty torrent , Am. 5. 24. 

and the Pr lefts thereof teach for hire , and the Prophets thereof divine for money] 
They weremeerly mercenary : and as Apollo s Oracles, corrupted by Philips gold, 
were faid qtKnr to fpeak as he would have them, fo was it here. Both Priefts 
and Prophets were ignava ventris mancipia, (fee verf. 5. with the Note,) greedy 
InMar.io.i5 dogs, flow-bellies, they all looked to their own way, every one for his gain from 
his quarter, Efay. 56. 11. Albertos Magnus complained of the covetoufncfle of 
Paftours in his time : Bernard for this caufccalleth them Impofiours , and By-feers, 
Hugo Cardinalis faid that the devil had two daughters. Avarice and Luxury : the 
former whereof he had married to the Iewes, the latter to the Gentiles: but now, 
faith he, the Priefts have taken away both of them from theirright husbands, and 
make ufc of them for their own. Sipofui aurum in conjugium meum, So the Septua - 
gint read that text. Job. 31.24. fignifying the covetous mans great love to money : 
whence Saint lames callcth fuch, adulterers, and adutterefes , Chap. 4.4. Saint Paul 
2 P«.2, faith they minde onely earthly things (fc. their purfes and paunches) Phil. 3.19. and 

and uncefiancly wooe this Mundus immundus, this vile ftrumpet the world: having 
eyes full of the adult ereJfe, and that cannot ceafe to finne. But their money Jhall pc- 
rifh with them that teach for hire, chat follow the miniftery onely as a trade to pick 
.a living out of, qui plus fifeo quam Chrifio vacant , plus attenfioni quam attentioni 
gregis, & ubi non vident quafium, rident Chriftum , &c. All feek their own, not 
the things which are Jefus Chrifts, Vfal. 2.21. 

yet will they lean upon the Lord] Or, lay their Weight upon him , as upon a fiaffe or 
crutch, velut firmijfimo feipione. Thus their forefathers {Vfal. 78. 32, 35.;though 
they finned ftill, and believed not for his wondrous works, yet they would needs be¬ 
lieve that God was their Rockland the high God their Redeemer. So their fucceffours, 

* J er *3*3,4» 5’ when they had fpoken and done evil as they could, yet, having a 
whores forehead they could give goodly words. Wilt thou not from this time crie 
unto me y My father , thou art the guide of my youth ? Will he reftrve his anger for e- 
ver ? Will he keep it to the end ? Here were good words ( for they are good cheap, as 
we fay) but nothing more. The Lord was much in their mouthes, but farre from 
their reins, Jer. 12.2. Selfe-deceivers think they lean upon the Lord, when it is no 
fuch matter : Their faith is a mock-faith, a ftrong phanfie, a blind preemption, 
which will prove but a broken reed, and was never true to tbofethac trufted it. 
Surely as he that maketh a bridge of his own fhadow cannot but fall into the brook; t 
fo neither can he efcape the burning lake, that had rather be carnally fecured, then 
foundly comforccdfGood gold is a cordial; fo is not Alchymy gold : neither will it 
paffethe feventh fire, as the other will. Security isthe forerunner of calamity: nei¬ 
ther mifearry any fo fure or fo foon, as the over-confident. 

and fay , Is not the Lord amongfi us] And hath he not promifed fo to be for ever? 
True, but upon condition that you be with him, and no otherwife, 2 Chron. 15. 2. 
He is not fo tied to you, but that he can go away from you. See Ins many removes, 
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9’ ,0 » an i 1 , 1 Cha f‘f rs 5. and oWerve,thatftill ashegoM out, feme iud^T- 

rnentcomes m . They ^‘ffehes „/ the M} citJ a „ d n 
God tf lirad, the Lord of htjh K hu name, Jcr. 48.2. but all this Was but' court, 
holy-water, as they call it, empty words; fuch as our profligate profeffours are full 
of. But wilt thou know, O natit man, (or, O empt, man) that words without works 
are bootlcfic ? Jam. z. 2o.-'thac external! priviledges. alone profit not Ter n. a. iiiv ^ 
Jtt. 6.14. that forma profe/fion and performances are difaccepted,’and thofe 
that pleafe thcmfclvcs therewith are but as women travelling with a falfe birth I Cat 
26.,S. Men are wont to do with thefe, as thofe Conjurers did with the name of 
Jefus ; they thought if theyufed that name, it was enough. They hears therefore. Aft.?.,. 
Jefus 1 know, and Paul 1 know but who are ye ? So (hall it fare with fuch as glorv in 
this, that they were born in the bofome of the Church, live under the means of 
grace, &c. Gshezs toolt the Prophets ftaffe: but there was fomething more elfe 
the childe had not been ra.fed. Thofe tell but an ill tale for themfelvesjhat ha^e no 
more to fay but this. Is not the Lordamongttus ? Men are the worfe for his prefence 
with them, if they walk no tworthy of the Lord in all wel-pleafing, if t hey have Col - v, 
not grace to ferve htmjvith reverence and 'godly fear ; for even our God is a can fa ' 
mi»g fire, Heb. 12. 20, 29. J 

None evil can come upon «/] Let Prophets fay what they pleafe, we fhall have 
peace, Deut. 29.19. all fhall be well with us, whiles God is with us and for u? T , 

But God will not tak, tricked by the hand, faith Job, neitherwill he at all acquit ? 
the guilty, faith Mofes. The foolijb fial not fi and in his fight, faith Dai id- for he Jr? 34 ' 
hateth al the workers of iniquity, Pfal.5.5. Beware of him and obey his voice'- pro. 
vote him net ; for he will not pardon your tranfgreffio» Sy Exod. 23. 21. or if he do 
yet’tistwo to one, that he will take vengeance ‘of your inventions Pfal. 90 g’ 

Shake off therefore carnal fecurity : fear the Lord, and depart from evil. * 
r ! k 1 ' l ' T ^I r f oreIh i iZ jf n f*h be plowed as a field] even for your 

fakes O wicked Princes, Pnefts and Prophets, you are the traytours that have be¬ 
trayed us all into the hands of divine juftice : to be angry with us for faying fo 
and telung you what to craft to, is as if fome fond people fhould be angry witR the 
herald, or the trumpet, asthecaufeof their warres. * 

Zion/lal b, Mwd ^ a jiUd) Shall be utterly laid warte and levelled. Conqne- 
fours ufed to plow up thofe places that they would not have re-edified : and to fow 
them with fait, JWfj. 9.45 Ic muft: needs be a difmal deftruftion. that is deferibed 
m fuch exquifite tearms. Alterius perditio tua fit cautia. This threading of the 
Prophet cook fo well, mat the judgement was refpited for above an hundred years 
Jer, 16. 19. But now mens hearts arc more hardned, and therefore their defirutfion 
more haftened. u 

and Jcrufalemfial become heaps] Rapes ruder urn. This they once thought as pof- 
air j S t0 P J verc ‘ irovv ^Gods own throne: the very difei pies had a conceit that the 

World could not outlaft the Temple, as may be gathered from Mat. 24. 3. Bur 
they (lome of them) lived to fee themfelves confuted, and our Saviours words ye- 
down le f* herc om ft 0tte *P on a ”°thcr y that fhall not be thrown 

and the mountain of the houfe] that famous houfe that was worthily reckoned one 
of the feven wonders of the world, and Rood upon mount Moriah. 

As the high places of the ferreft] As wooddy and deferc places, fit onely for wild 
beafts, Lege <p Luge, faith one, fpeakingof ]erufalems defolation. 4 


CHAP. IV. 

f er f* 1 ’ in la fi dayes it jljallcome to pajfe] God referveth his beft com* 

, , forCs C1 ^ clie as that Ruler of the feaft did his beR wine lob. 2. ic* 
and as the tweeted of the honey lieth at the bottome. Thefe lift dayes are GofpeL 
dayes, HcL 1.2 times of Reformation, Heb. 9. 19. of Reflitution, Act. 3. 21, 
called the W or Id to come, Heb. 2. 5. that new heaven and earth wherein dwellecfi 
lighfeoufnelTc, * Pet 3, that new Jerufalem that is all of gold. Rev. 21. £- 
-^newlemplc, bigger then all the old J ervfalem- and his new Jerufalem 

bigger 
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bigger then all the land of Canaan, chap. 40.41-42, &c. Let Popifli buxzars blaf- 
Vanti.Argitni. pheme that defeription of the Temple and City: calling it,(as Sandlins doth, once 
Lid again ) infuljam deferiptionem , a fcnfclefle defeription : fo fpeaking evil of the 
things that they know not, Jude 10. Webcleeve and are fur e,foh. 6. 69. that 
God hath provided fome better thing for us, then for thofe under the law, Heb. 1 1. 
40. viz-* that great mjftery of godlincjfe, God manifeftedin the flejb, 1 Tim. 3. 16. 
who fhould again reftore the kingdom to lfracl, thefpiritual kingdom to thejfrael 
of God: as is here foretold in the felf-fame words with thofe of Efay chap. 2.1,2. 
whence he is not aihamed to take it. 

That the mountain of the houfe of the Lord"\ The Church, 1 Tim. 3. *5* ca “ ca 
clfewhere, the mountain of the Lord , and hi s holy hill, Pfal- 15- 1 * an d 24- 3- a nd 
48. 2. Efay 30.17. both for its fublimity. Gal. 4. 26. and firmneffe, Pfal. 46.3. 
and 125. 1. windeand ftormes move it notno more can all the power and policy 
of hell combin’d prevail againlt the Church, Mat. 16. 18. She is 
vhtQ-, a 'kingdom that cannot he fbaken : and may, better then the city of Venice, 
take for her Pofie, Immota manet. 

Shall he epablijbed in the top of the mountains] Conftiturtur firmtter , (hall bee 
ftrongly fet upon a furc bottom, upon munitions of Rocks: yea upon the Rock 
of Ages, Mat. 16.18. jer 31.35- E f*J 3 3 - 20. Some, by the houje of the Lord , 
here underhand the Church : and by the mountain of this houfe , Clin ft, whereon 
it is built, and whom Daniel deferibeth by that great mountain that filed, the whole 
earth , Chap. 2. 35. that ft one cut out without hands , that fmot in pieces the four 
Monarchies, ibid. And hence it is, that this mountain of the Lords houfe is exal¬ 
ted above the hi/s: the Church muft needs be above all earthly eminences whatso¬ 
ever, becaufc founded upon Cbrift: who therefore cannot be exalted, but fhec 
muft be lifted up aloft together with him. God who is rich in mercy faith, that 
«reat Apoftle, hath quickened us together with Chrift, and hath raifed us up toge¬ 
ther and made us Jit together in heavenly places in Chrift fefus , Ephef. 2.5,6. 
The Church is myfticall Chrift, 1 Cor. 12.12. (he is his wife, and wherefoever hec 
is Cains,(he is Cstia : (he ftiineth with his beams, andpartakethoi his honours; 
union being the ground of communion. 

and people frail flow unto it . ] As waters roul and run toward the Sea: but that 
thefe waters fhould flow upward, flow to the mountain, as here, is as wonderful); 
as that the Sun fhould fend his beams downward to the earth, when as it is the pro¬ 
perty of all fire to afpire and flie upwards. This is the Lords own work, and it is 
Chryfift. Horn marvellous j n oureyes. The metaphor of flowing, importeth the coming of peo- 
pie to Chrift, by the preaching of the Goipel. 1. Freely, Pfal. 110.3. 
as the waters of the river Tigris , fwift as an arrow out ot a bowe, See EJay 60.8. 
2 Plentifully , by who|e Nations turned to the faith, and giving up their names to 
Chrift. 4. hyntly, as verfe 2. and Zach. 8.21. 5- Zealoujly , bearing down 

all obftacles that would damme uptbeir way. 6. Conftantly , and continually , as 
rivers run perpetually, by reafon of the perennity of their fountains; and are ne¬ 
ver dried up, though fometimes fuller then fome: quin ut ftuvij repentinis iwbn- 
bus augentur , faith Gualther. as rivers fwcil oft with ludden (howres, and over¬ 
flow the banks, fo beyond all expedition, mauy times,doth God cake away tyrants, 
and propagates his truth,enlarging the bounds of his Church, with new confluxes or 

Q0X Ver[c z. And many nations ft)all come and fay The converfion of the Gen¬ 
tiles is here foretold, a piece of that myftery of godlinefle, 1 Tim. 3* !<*• lue 
Jews ufually callChriftiailsin contempt Goz,in, ( the word here ufed ) and Marnier 
Goi Baftard-Gentilcs. But, either they muft come under this name themlelves, or 
deny that they are the pofterity of Abraham, Gen. 12.2. Where God faith, / wilt 


deny that they are the pofterity of Abraham,Gen. 12.2. Where uotuann, 
make of thee a great Nation. . , , , .u - ^ . 

Come and let tss go up to the mountain of the Lord ] The wicked have their Gome, 
Prov. 1.11. and would not go to hell alone. Should not five Saints have theirs. 
fhrmld rhev not sec what company they can toward.heaven > 1 he Greeks ca 
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Prov. 1.11. and would not go to hell alone. Should not five Saints have tneirs. 
fhould they not get what company they can towardffieaven > Ihe Greeks ca 
goodneffe, from wA«ri and Ay*^, from A ytrsdw, becaufe it doth as it 

were, invite and call others to it; and every man is willingly to ton after it. 

„„d „ the benfe of the Goi of Jacob ] to the publike ordinances, where weemay 


fear, and belceve, and be fealed with that holy fpirit of promife, as thofe E phefim ~ 

were, cfep. We rad that MmtUbuee, Secuniam, and fome others, were 

converted to Chriftiamty by reading Sibylla", oracles of Chriffs.birth: and that by 
Cfe«ccwl5ook,lonie were brotigh t to the knowledge of the troth. But either this was 
notfo, or not ordinary ; for faith come, by hearing, andhf.riag hy the Word prea- 
ched which therefore the peopleof God do fo prize, as £„rf r/d.d, who Laid, He „„ „ „ 
would not take all the world for one leaf of the Bible: and that without the prea- Fj & ’ 

ching of the word, he could not live comforcably in Paradife: as with it, hce could 
live and enjoy himfelf, though it were in hell. 

an^ be Ml teach u, of h U way,,-} Catheiramin eatlUhabe, quierda faith 
A 4 ,«. Mi true Converts are taught of God, Job. 6 . and then qaim cith difei- 
,arqa.dd.ee,art faith the fame Father ; howfoon are men difcipled ? howfoon 
learn they the waves ofGod, whereby to ferve him here, and be faved by him here- 
after For ic is falfe that fome contend for fc. that every man may be faved in his 
own faith be it right or wrong: For none can come to the Father but by the Son 
Job. >4- 6 Neither is there any other name but His under heaven whereby men 
muft bee ftved, AH, 4. 12. See Job. , 7 . 3. and 6. 40. Heb- n. 6. whatfo- 
ever the Haber,am aflirme of Univerfall Flection; or the Pueciam of a natu- 
rail faith. 

and we will wal\ in his paths ] which are all paved with mercy and love: fo that 
the faints run therein and faint not; walk, and ard not weary Efay 40 a i They 
arc all \ Penpateticks ever in aftion, G™. 17.1. they are Currifts, not guarifts, 
faith Luther elegantly; they do not reafon, but run thepathesof Gods precepts Amkro f 
Nejctt tarda molimsna Spiritus Sanlli gratia. r 

Strike lae> fia/l go forth of Zion J The law, or doftrine, as Prov. I,. 14. 

Underftand here the M,,/, that Law of God, Pfal. i 9 . 7 ; that Law of Chrift, 

Gal 6 . 2, that perfect law of liberty. Jam. 1. 35. a counter-pane whereof God 
puttech into the hearts of his people, Jer. 31. whereby they become (as it was 
oncefaid of the Thracians) a law to themfdves ; as being transformed Hmd 

into the fame image with the GofpeJ, like as the pearl, by the often-beatin* of the 

Sun-beams upon it, becommeth radiant as the Sun. 

i A l d th ' e ? a f d °fthe Lord from feruj.lem.J Not from Africa at firft fas the 
brethren of the rofy-croflfe would have it) though *cis thought the Gofpel was re¬ 
ceived, and the Chnftian laith profefled even from the Apoftles time in that large 
region ot Nubia in Ajrick. But repentance and remiftion of finnes was preached 
among all nations beginning at Jeruftdem, Luke 24. 4 t. The Jews were Gods 
Library-keepers, and the Apoftles fent and went from Jerufalem to plant Churches 
abroad the world, and to gather into one, the children of God that were difper- 
fed, l oh. 11.52. r 

l l c P** 11 }ttd & e man y P eo P le >3 We had before, Chrifts Pro- . ' 
phcticall Office : here we have his Pnncely.andelfewherehis Prieftly, (wherein both JLveSen 
the former are founded ) for he is the true Trifmcg.Ji, and Mdchifedecb was a ertcft of ih« 
right type of him. He is the onely judge, and needs no Vicar upon earth, fuch as prophecy 
the Pope claims to bee, EJay 33.22, no fuch Officers to fee his lawes executed, as “V hc ‘ 
the Ephort 1 were among the Greeks, and the Cenfores among the Romans. The Sc S’ 
ord that fent the rod of his ftrength out of Zion , as verfe 2. doth alfo give him to profelfj rerum 
rule in the middeft of his enemies , whiles his people are willing in the day of his P^irentur, 
power, in the beauties of holinefle, Pfal. 110.3 • willing that Chrift ftiould fend ,on,ethac 
forth judgement to vidory. Mat. 13.20. that is, perfed his own work of grace be- ju'^/hould' 
gun in their hearts. To which end, as ic here followeth, conquer a!) 

c - He ^i l {or convince ) ft ro»g nations J Convince them, I fay, ( by his Sueto.'in 

bpmt) of ftnne, of rightceufneffe, and of judgement, toh. 16.8. Of the lothefom- 
nefleof fin, of theneceflicy of getting righteoufneffie by Chrift, and repentance aaU,b ' 2u 
livepeaceaWy^ti C fl at ma ^ ^ erVC C ^ e ^ v * n S God, and as much as in them is, AEsij.^oi 

~ J f. nd the yfi*llbeat their ftoords into plo\\>(bares ] i. e. their fierce and fell natures 
mail be manluefied, as Efay 11. <s, 7,8, 9* and if they wage warre, ic (hall be non 
nijt coach, either for the juft puniftiment of Delinquents, whom they cannot other- 
wile come at: or for their own neceflfary defence, and chat they may eftablifli peace 

with 
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with truth. But if men would live by the lawes of the Gofpel, they need not 
wagewarre, or want peace, either of countrey or of conference: but they might 
take for their Motto, chat of David, Ani fballom, lam peace: and have for theic 
portion that peace, peace, Efay 26. 3. even a perfeft, fhecr, pure-peace, a mul¬ 
tiplied peace with God; with thcmlelyes, and with others: this is a main piece of 
Flow. Chrifts kingdom upon earth, who is the Prince of peace , and came in a time of 
peace: vU. in the raigne of Auguftus, when as there was Iotim orbit nut pax ant 
pallia, faith Flows, a generall peace, or truce tborowout the whole world. 

neither Jhall they learn wane any more J To make a trade or a gain of it, and fo 
to earn a curfcZ)<r*f.27,2 5. to delight in' it, Pfal. 68- 30. and make a fport of it (as 
Abner did, 2 Sam. 2. 14. and Pyrrhus king of E pirots) to wage :t without weighty 
reafon rafhly. If we Princes(faid our He».7-)lhould cake every occafion that's offer¬ 
ed the world fhould never be quiet, but wearied by continuall warres. We may 
alfo here take Warring ( as St. James doth, chap. 4. 1.) lor jarring, and jangling, 
for private difeords, and diflentions. Now theic the people or God are fo farre 
from learning, that they utterly lay them afide, and are kinde one ro anocher, 
tender-hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Chrifts lake forgave them, 
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Verfe 4, Bat they /ball Jit every man under his vine j Ceding upon the fruit 
that (hall even fall into his mouth, faith d Lapidc. Sit they fliali under Chrift, the 
true Vine, faith Huge, and under the holy Ghoft, as a fig-tree, whofe fruit is farre 
Tweeter then any honey. But thefc are coynt interpretations faith Gwither. I 
fhould rather expound this Text by chat 91. Pfalm ; wherein the fafe and happy 
condition of the godly is at large deferibed. Vineyards and fig-yards were ordina¬ 
ry in thofe countreys: and hence this proverbiall expreffion, to fee forth doubt- 
lefTe, the fpirituall fecUrity, and thaE peace of conference chiefly; that is granted to 
Chrifts fubje&s: a peace, farre beyond that under Solomon , which is here pointed 
at: or that under our Queen Elizabeth, not to be pafled over without one touch 
at leaft upon that firing, which fo many years together fouqded fo fweetly in the 
ears of our Fathers. Then it was, if ever, that the mountains brought forth peace, 
and the little hills righteoufnefle, PfaU 72.5, The great ones defended their inferi- 
ours, and the inferiours bleffcd their fuperiours j the Magiftratc righted the fubjett, 
and the fubjeft reverenced the Magiftrate. 

and none fiallmake them afraid J God, they know, will not hurt them, man can¬ 
not : he may take away their heads, but not their crowns; their lives, but not their 
hopes : for the righteous hath hope in his death : his Pofie is not onely, Dam J pm 
(hero, but Duns expiro. Let the wicked have a trembling heart, and failing eyes 
while he lives, Dent. 28.65. and when he dies crie out, as a great man vvas heard 
to do, S pcs & fortuna valete , Farewell life and hope together. The fervantof 
Chrift, as he fits mediis tranquiUus in units all his life Jong: fo when he dies, he can 
call his foul to reft : and fing old Simeons Nunc dimittas, Lord, noW let thy fervaxt 


depart in peace, &c. 

for the mouth of the Lord of hofts And what better aflurance can we defire, 
fith God can neither die, lie, nor denic himfelf: Sith, fccondly, he isth c Lord of 
Hofls , and fo armed with power to makegood what he hath fpoken. Pe/rrhada 
yvill to deliver Chrift from the Jews, but wanted power. Pilate had power to have 
done it, but wanted will. God wanteth neither of theic to do for his people, and 
to deliver them out of danger. Courage therefore. 

Verfe 5. For all people Will Walk, every one in the name of his god, ^ They will do 
fo, they are refolved not to alter their religion .* as Tally faid, Me ex eaopinione 
ejuam a major tins accept de cultit deorum , nullius untjuam movebit oratio : I will 
never be diflwaded by any one from that way of divine worlhip, which I have re¬ 
ceived from my forefathers. How wilfull at this day are Jews, Papifts, Pagans, He- 
retikes? And how much eafier a matter dowefindeit, to deal with twenty mens 
reafons, then with one mans will ? A wilfull man Bands as a ftake in the middeft 
of aftream, lets all pafle by him, but hee ftands where he was* Nay but Wee mil 
have a king fay they, when they had nothing elfe to fay. Nay, but I will curie 
howfoever, though againft my confciencc, faid Balaam', and do notthe Popiln 
Balaamites as much as this, many of them ? As for the Vulgar fort of them. 
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diey are headlong and headftrong, refolved toreraine contra gentes the fenfddlT 
foperft.uonscranlm.ttcd unto them by their Progenitors. But what faith the 
Oracle Rev. 14. 7 - Feare God, and give glory te him* for the hwre of judg¬ 
ment u come : and (what ever yoUr aricettours d.d ) Worjhip J0 » himthatmade 

heaven and earth, and the fea, and the fountaines of waters % 

and We will walkin'the name of the Lord our God ] This was well refolved and* 
f “ lveU ,P " fh ‘ ed b y a11 ( a«hfu|[ people, who dare not follow, multicndt 

todoeviIlE*W. 23 2. dare not walk by their fathers praftife Io(h. 24. 2 14 
15. for they confider that no commandement doth fo exprefly threaten Gods 
judgement upon poftcr.ty as the fecond. They therefore refolve to walk in the 
name that is, by the Iawes and under the view of the Lord their God, who is 
Godof-Gods and Lord of Lords, a great God, amighty and a terrible, as Mofes 
Dent 10 17 : * 111 °PP°^ tion t° Mother deities, whether fo reputed or deputed 

for ever and ever] We will not only take a turn or two in his wayes, as tempo¬ 
raries; who are hot at hand but foon tire, and give in: but we will hold on a 
conftant cou.fo ofhohnefle, and notfcile to follow the Lamb whitherfoever he 
goerh PM r. 2. hh 8. 12 andI 10. 4. 14. Rev. 7. 17. As for thole Apo- 
ftatesthax. change their God, that change their glory for that which doth pot pfo- 
nr, a> they therein commit an horrible wickcdnefle, fuch as the heavens have 
caufc to be afton.lhed at ler. 2. ir, 12, 13. fo they could not ahufe out for 
tbemfelvesa worfe condition Heb. 10. 37, 38. for why? they put the Ton of 
God to 4» open fhame chap. 6. 6. like ( as thofe that are carted amongftus arc 

took him fo/ 00111 ^ ^ ^ that they haVC not found fuch as tlle y 

. In f c - of grace and of the Gofpel: Itia called a day and 

fhatdaj, by an excellency 111 regard of Revelation, Adoration, Confobdon, Di- 
irmdhon, Ipeedy Preterition. . 

faith the Lord.-} Whofe word cannot be broken lob. A. 35.and is therefore the 
belt lecunty 2 Cor. 1.20. 

. i afemble her that halteth^ Heb. that goeth fideling, that is maimed, dif- 
loyneed, lamed, Efa.3 5. 3. tomPfal 35. 15. and tired* out with long journeys 
!^ 0 .n apClVIty ‘ as the J evvcs wcrc b y £ be Babylonians, Greek* and Romanes before 
Chrifts comming .• that they might breath after thofe dayes of refrcfhing from the 
prefence or the Lord Mai. 3.1. 

and l w//gather her that is driven out~\ Or, re jelled, thrufi away With a force 
that is, the G ntles, iuflered to walk in their own wayes All. 14. 16. and carried 
away unco dumb idols, even as they wcrc led 1 Cor . 12.2. 

and her that J have afliHed] Both Jewes and Gentiles, the whole community 

people: for God fhooke all nations then,when the defire ofial j natrons ( Chrift 
tUb. 12.25.) was to come Hag. 2.7. See verfes 22, 23. Junius, after the Sep- 
tuagixt, rendivth it ttt veniant defiderati omnium gentium , that the Saints, 
tnolcdehrable ones,out of all nations may come: for unto Shiloh in a»moft afflifted 
time ( when the feepter was departed from Judah &c. ) was the gathering of all 
people to be Gen. 49.1 0 . Efa. 26. 8,9. See E fay. 66. 20. rather in litters as lame 
people are carried) fhould they come, then not at all .* richer on one leg with lacob, 
ihouldthey wreftlc, then not prevaile* 1 

Verfe 7. And J will make her that halted a remnant'] Yea a renowned'remnant 
Zcph. 3. 19. Not many Jewes were converted' in companion of the Gentiles: 
hence they are called a remnant. They both killed the Lord Ielus- and their own 
T^phets: they have alfoperfecuted us, faith the Apoftleoc cajl'us out, as by an 
OJtractfmCi Znd they pleafe not God , and are contrary to all men, forbidding- us to {beak » T 
to the Gentiles Stc. Thus the generality of them then: and lo to this day they conti- 1 
nuccroflc, and curling Qirift and his followers:, thricewday in their* lynagogucs: m e\ 
How belt at this prelenc time alfo there is a remnant according to the eleBion of l : l ‘ 

Church™' 11 5 * and thac rertnant became the feminary of the ChrilHan bJx 

and her that Was cajl far of, a flrong nation ] Numerous and valorous. Vide R- 
em cr pafioncm martyrum Ce de gente robnjla nonambiges, faith Higrome here: 

Confider 
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Confider the faith and patience of the Martyrs, and you Will eafily yeeld them to 
bea ftrong nation indeed: Chriftians lave (hewedas glorious power mtbefa,* 
ofMartyrdome, as in the faith of miracles. They can do that which others can. 
not turn their hand, to: they can lnfter wrongs bell of any: Cowpell them to 
eoamile, they'le be content to go two: yea astarasthc (huoe, ot the pitpatatt- 
onoftheGolpelof peace will carry them. There is nothing that they dare not 
undertake and undergo for the glory ot their God. Thi courigein Chr.ftans, 
Heathens counted obfitnacj ; but they knew not the power ot the: lpmt, nor the 
privy armour of proof that the Saints have about their heart, which make* them 
infuperable, more then Conquerours. . 

and the Lard frail raigne oxer them in mount ZioT\ i. c. In the Chi lftwn Church, 
out of which went the UVe, that is, the CoIjkI v«v 2. El a. 40. 9 - * n 5 Z - 7 j 
Heb. i2» 1 1. There fhall Chrift raigne, and iohe did ever ; ^nt now hi fhall 
declare himfelf to be Mtffiah the Pn»,. e Dan. 9 - *S L-rdand b tL Jttt. % 36. 
Saviour and Soveraigne. A* king he 1. of rebels make* them fuKjefts, w.Ibng 
to be ruled by him. 2. He preferves them in that pr.vnedgv by hi . lpirir 3. He 

gives them lawes far better then thofeot the twelv: tables..1 R«t*. which yet fat 

exceeded (faith Cicero ) all the learn- d libraries A the Philof ph rs in worth and 
weight. 4 - Hcfwectlyindineththcir wih toye« <3 umv.-ilal obedience thereun¬ 
to, and to croffe thcmlelves fo they may pleaii bm. 5 tbcm 

comfort and peace here, and with hfe eternall Hceafter. 6. He delhoyesail the- 
enemies of his Church, and then at lad delivers up the kingdome to hi- Kth.r 
1 Cor. 15. 24. not his effentiall kingdome as God buthis w»«®»wr4/kinguoirie, 

8S ^rfr^And thou O totter of the flockf\ ^ is, O Chuich of Chrift, whois 
oft compared to a fhepherdefle in the Canticles: here to a Mipul-eur o rt.-wet 
of the flock (that flock of Chnft which hath golden fleeces ivectous foule J in 
reference either to that tower, Gen. 35. 21. built f>r the fafety sana ic V,U °J 
fliepherds : orelletothefheep-gate in lerufalemf whereof.read Nth. 3. 1. and 
12 39. ) fo called from the fheep-market, which for the convemcncy of the 
Temple was neare to it; as was alfo tho free p. pool called Btthtfda Uh 5. 2. where 
the lacnfices were wafKed. The wo Id is a field, the Church a told, m that 
field ; andaftrong fold ( ftrong as - tower ) yeaa Itrong-hold Opbclzs it h- itiUd 
in the next words; and rhat of the daughter of Z.<o«,rhat is ot the Chnltian t.hurcb, 
the inviolable fccurity where-.f is here nored. . „ , . , 

unto thee frail it come, even the-flrfl dominion^ fuch as was in 7 >W. oayesand 
Solomons: la-ge, rich, peaceable, proiperous, terrible to i.-thcr nations &c. 
This was carnally unde; flood by the Jcwes, who therefore drameto tb> day ot 
an earthly kingdomc, and have in the.r f ynagogues a crown ready to fct upon the 
head of their Meffiah whenever he fhah come: neither were Chnfts ddciplcs 
without a tinfture of this Pharifaicall leaven: whence their oftcn-enquiries when 
the kingdome of God (hall come ? and their frivol ms coatefts among themfelves 
who fhould be the greateft in Chrift* kingdome ? who fhould fit at his right band 
and at his left &c. as if there flv mid have been in Chnft* kingdome (as:u *Seto 
mom ) a diftribution here of honours and offices. And this groundldie con 
hung as bullets of lead at their eye-lids; that they could not look up to fee that 
Chrifts kingdome was fpirituall and not of this prefent world. 

the kingdome frail com* to the daughter ojjerufalrm' Thi> thr Jewcs ( miltaking 
n ‘ it as before )pray earncftly that it may come citb,eitins,citifiime frimhera ** 3 **?”” j 
withfpeed, and even in our daycs ; oft throwing thei- wmdowes 
their King, and to receive their long-lookcd-for preferment, in his earthly mo* 

h *Ver,9. Norr why doe ft thou cry out aloud ?'] Hout and houle ? q.d. baft thou any fuch 
caufetobe fo unreafonably and outragioufly impatient jo longas Chn, is y 
king and counfellour? Whar if there now be no king mrfve? w {? ant “J. . 

fcllour he penfhed ? A wo-cafe I confeffr, and great confufion muft needcs fee the 
iffucofit; as it fell out in hrufahr* after hfiah w:*s fljme: Confer 3 - 4 * 
with vhc Note there. But yet the> e is hope tnUrael concerning t. is th g » 
therneed the Saints be fo cxceifively dejefted with outward crolks, 
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ChriftiTwith them, and for them. If Seneca could fay to his friend Polybius , 

Pas tibi nonefifah’O Caftrc, defortuna tua queri. Be thy cafe never lomifcrablc, Sen. ad Polfr. 
thou haft no caufe to complaine, lo long as Cafar is in fafety: How rnuchlefle Confol. 
ground of mourning or murmuring have Chrifts (ubjefts, fo long as He liveth and 
raiencth ? Gaudco quod Chrifltts Dominos eft, alioqui tot us defreraffem writech - Calvin. Epift. 
Aliccnius to Calvin , of the Churches enemies: I am glad that Chrift is Lord of 
all for otherwife I fhould have had no hope of help at all. David, m deep diltrefs 
comforteth himfelf in the Lord his God i Sam. 30. 6 . and Pfal. 119. 94. lam 
thine fave me , faith He: q. d. my profefled fubjeftion to thee calleth for thy 
care and protection of me: and here he ftayes himfelf. Kings and Councellours 
arc great ftayes to a ftacc: but Chrift is not tied to them. Thefe are but pa: titu¬ 
lar good things, as is health againft ficknefle, wealth againft poverty &c. but 
Chrift is an Zl niverfall good y all futficiirnt and fatisfaftory ; everyway proporti¬ 
onable and fitting to our foules, and feverall necefficies. Why then do we cry 
aloud as utterly undone? why ling we not rather with David when at greateft 
trJcr The Lord Itvcth , and bleffcd be the God of my falvation. It is God that avert- P&k * 8. 46. 
eethnic, and dvlivereth me fiom the violent man &c. He is King of all the earth. 

He is wonder full in counftl , and excellent in working &c. ]t was a learned mans 
Motto, Bit fid be God , that he is God • and blcffed be Chrift that hereignesfor 
ever • * that Counfclishis, and found rv if dome : that he hath underfianding, he hath 
flrcugth Prov. 8.14. 

far pangs have taken thee as a Vooman in travel ] They have, but they needed not, 
hadft thou but turned into thy connting-boufe, and confidered thy manifold privi- 
ledges in Chrift, thy King and Counfcllour. We oft pumfh our felvcsby our 
, piiliions, as the lion that beates himfelf with his own tailc. Sed 6 bene ( faith an 
Interpreter here ) quod fini hidolores faltem fimilcs parturlentium. It is yet an hap- 
pinefle, that the Churches pangs, though bitter, yet are noworfe then asthofe ™7 s«k. 
of a woman in travel!. For 1. The paines of travcll fcldome bring death j but 
life both to mother and child : fo do afHiftions to the Saints 2 Cor « 4. 17. Heb. 

12.9. 2. Travcll comes not by chance, nor for long continuance : neither doth 
afHiddion loh. 7. 30. Luk.22. 53. 3. Travcll is unavoidable, and muft be pati¬ 
ently born: fo muftaffiiftion ; orclfc we lofe the fruit of it: Act. 1412. 2 
Plim. 3.12. 4. Sharp though it be, yet it is. fhort: fo mourning lafteth but till 
morning Pfal. 30. 6. and 73. 24. and 13J- * 4 - d*h. 16. 15. Jer. to. *3. 

5. A9 the travelling woman hath the help of other women: fo hath the aftliAed, 
of God, Angels and men. 6. Laftly, as fhe rcmembrethchc forrow no more 
foe joy of a manchild born into the world: fo is it here l oh. 16.20. Rom. 8. 17,18. 

Verfe io. Be in pain and labour to bringforth &cfr\ Be fenfiole of thine coining 
captivity, andtakeon: but yet with hope of a gracious deliverance indue time. 

•See the Note on ver. 9. It is no lefleafaultto defpife the cbajtemngof the Lord, 
then to faint When thou art rebuked Heb. 12. 5. The-hypocrite ill heart heapeth 
up wrath faith Elihu , and why ? he crieth not when God bindeth him lob. 3 1 |i 

The wicked faith Hannah , ztcflent in darfaefe, and fliall therefore lie do tin in r ^ 
forrow. This is not patience but pertinaev, the ftrength of ftoncs and flefti of 
brafle/o£< 5 . 12. It is not valour but a pat hie, ftupidity and1 indolency, much com¬ 
plained of in feripture, and threat ned with a fucceffion of forrowes Lev. z6. 18, 

28. fcv«n more, and {even more, and feven to that. Three times in chat chapter 
God raifeth his note of threatening, and he raifeth it by lcvens, and thofe aredif* 
cords inmufick. Such layings will be heavy fongs; and their execution heavy 
pangs: worfe then thofe of a woman in travel. • 

fomowfralt thou go forth out of the city^ This Now fell not out of an hundred 
yearesafter. Foulcweatherfcldomc rottethin the ayre. Time weareth not out 
Gods threatenings. Nullum tempus occurrit Regi, nedum Deo, Time can be no 
prejudice to the "Ancient of dayes : fooncr or later his word fhall be accomplifhcd. 

When the fins of the Amoritcs are full, they fhall be fure of their payment. 1 he 
bottle of wickednefle, when once filled with thofe bitter waters, will fink to the 
bottom. 

and thou fralt dwell in the field 3 Sub dio , having no canopie over thee, but the 
azured skie : fo little account is made of poore captives: It they may have the 
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openayre to breath in, though they lie without dorcs, ’its better then a ftinkine 
dungeon, or to be fhut up clofe under hatches among the excrements of nature as 
Turk hijt. Barham fa Chriftian prifoners taken in Greece were : fo that all the way as*he 

75o. went home with them to Conftantinople , every houre almoft fome of them were 

caft dead over-board. 

and thou Jbalt go even to Babylon] there to dwell among plants and hedges ma-’ 
king flower-pots for a forreine prince. There they dwelt with the King for his work] 
I Chron. 4.23. 

there fbalt thou be delivered , there the Lord Jball redeem thcej This There is 
asEmphaticallasthatTV/fo oft repeated Zech. 1. 17. Sec the Note there, ’it 
feemed improbable to many, and to fome impoffible, that ever they fliould return 
out of Babylon . But God cffe&ed it to the great aftonifhment of his poore people 
who were like them that dream Pfal. 126. 1. and could fcarce belceve their own 
eyes. God loves to deliver thole that are forfaken of their hopes. Ad nos ergo 
transferamns promijftonemiftam, faith Gwither upon the text. Let us apply this 
promife to our felvesand as oft as we are pincht with poverty, or tormented 
with difeafes^or caft out into banifhmcnt, or are in any great danger by water or 
land, or under terrours of confcience, let us think we heare God thus fpeaking to 
us. There fljalt thott be delivered : there I will redeem thee &c. 

Verfe 11. Now alfo many nations are gathered 0 ref] that is, they fhallbeonce 
gathered, when the Babylonians, who arc Lords of the world, fhall mufter many 
nations againfl thee. Would any man take the Churches pi<flurc faith Lather ? 
then let him paint a filly poor maid, fitting in a wood or vvildernefTe, compaflcd 
about with hungry lions, wolves, bores and bcarcs, and with all manner of cruel 
ioc.cem.de and hurtfull beafts > and in the middeft of a great many furious men aflaulting her 
per fee ver. e very moment and minute, for this is her condit ion in the world. 

£cclef. that fay, Let her be defiled'] l'c .• with blood and flaughtcr. Or, Let her be coni 

demned as an hypocrite. Let her be fioned as an adultercfa , -fo the Trent tranflation. 
Thus they pretend, as Rabjbakehdid, that they were fent by God againft an hypo- 
criticall nation, that had broken their faith with God and men. The like craft 
and cruelty was ufed in the Varifian mafacre, and Gunpowder-plot-. God and man 
faid they (in that blind letter, that brought all to light) have agreed to pnnijb the 
Wickedncjfc of this age. Thofe that would kill a dog, give out that he was mad firft 
faith the French Proverb, fvhtm no man looksth “fur fer . 30.17. 

and let our eyes leok^upon Zion ] Let us feed our eyes with fuch a deligbtfull 
fpedacle: and fay as that cruel Charles the 9. of France did, when he faw the 
ftreetes ftrawed with the bodies of the maflacred Proteftants, and the rivers dyed 
With their blood, O pulebrum fpectaculum 1 O brave fight. Or, as the Another 
of Scotland, when fhc beheld the dead carcaflcs of her Lutheran fubje&s, faid, 
that (he never faw a goodlier pcccc of Arraz in all her dayes. See the accornplifh- 
ment of this prophecy in the Lamentations , Pfalm. 137. and in the book of 
Nehemtah. 

Verfe 12. But they know not the thoughts of the Lord} Nothing like their thoughts 
Lf 55. 8. Confer EJ . 10.7,8.2 ach. 11. 15,16. crc. His thoughts are fatherly, 
whiles theirs are butcherly: the Phyfitian in fetting leeches to his patient, feckes 
hisgoqd; he aymes not at filling the leeches gorges: neither will he fet more on 
him, then will make for his health. God by his wisdomc, and according to bis 
eternall counfcll( which the wicked underftand not) ordercth and draweth the 
D Reyn kl in< 3 an< ^ k ru,t motions the worft creatures to his own honour, and his church* 
7 ‘ €s good ; %s the huntsman doth the rage of the dog to his pleafure, or the marri- 
ncr the blowing of the wind to his voyage, or the Artift the h^ate of the fire to 
his work, or the Phyfitian the blood-thirftinclTe of the leech to a cure. Surely, 
( faith the Pfalmift fpeaking of Senacheribs cruelty in the fiege of Jcrufalem ) tha 
wrath of man Jball praife thee ( eventually, though not intentionally ) the remainder 
of wrath fhalt thou refiraine Pfal. 7 C. 10. Let the enemies think and pro/ed as 
\t. they pleafe, let them rage and rcfolve upon your utter riiine. I know the Thoughts 
6,1. that 1 think toward you, faith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evill, to 
give you an expeded end : to recompcnfc tribulation to them that trouble you, and 
loyou Who are troubled ref tfre. For thus faith the Lord God the Holy One of Jfrael , 
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In returning and reft Jball yebe footed, in quietnefe and in confidence Jball be your 
firength Efay. 30. 15. And I Will ftrengthen the houfe ofludah, and I willfave the 
houfe of Iofeph, and I will bring them again to place them , for l have mercy upon 
them , and they fhall be as though I had not caft them of: for I am the Lord their God 
and I will heare them , Zech. y 10. 6. Surely as it was faid of old, Neither fhall 
Rome fall while Scipio ftandethmeither fhall S cipio live when Rome faileth:fo mav it 
more truely be affirmed ofChrift, that he and his people fhall Hand and fall toge¬ 
ther. But he fhall ftand at the later day upon the earth Ub 1 9. 25. yea he fhall fee 
his right foot upon the fea, and his left foot upon the earth Rev. x o. 2. as Lord of 
fea and land, maugre the malice of all, that fought to fupplant him, who fhall therc- 
hencc fall, and never rife up againc Am. 8* 14. 

Verfe 13. Arife and threfb, 0 daughterof Zion] Go in this thy might ( where¬ 
with thou fo Iuflily threlheft out thy wheat by the wine-prefe faid the Angellto 
Gideon fndg. 6. 14) and threfh the Midianites another while, thou /halt[mite 
them as one man vet. 16. threfh them.as thefheaves ofthe floorethat lie ready for 
the flaile, or ( as the cuftome of thofe countries was D^f.25.4.1 Cor.9.9. 1 Tim. 5, 

18. ) for oxen to tread out, or the wheel to turn over E fa * 2.28. * 

fori will make thine home iron &c.] So that thou fhalt do great explores, by 
mine atfifhnce, againfl: Sennacherib, Antiochus and other enemies fubdued and 
threfhed down to ftraw by the valiant Macchabees. Spiritua liter etiam hoc intelli - 
gendnm , faith Sa. here j this is alfo fpiritually to be underftood of converting 
people to the faith feparata palea infidelttaiis. This the Apoftles did vigoroufly 
and effedually, being furnifhed by Ghrift with homes of iron, and hoofes of brafs- 
withfpirituall courage and metall, whereby they did foon beat in peeces many 
peopk, and brought them to Chriftbythe obedience of faith, together with all 
their wealth and fubftancc, which they cheerfully confecrate unto the Lord of the 
Whole earth. This was typified of old by the Tabernacle built with the fpoils of 
the Egyptiansand by Davids dedicating to the Krd the gold and filver which 
m great abundance he had taken from the enemies 2 Sam. 8. It is prophecied of 
Tyrus, that: being converted fhe fhould find another manner of merchand-fethen 
formerly, viz; to feed and cloth Gods poore with durable cloathing. The Centurion, £fa 22 18 

when once he became a Profelyte, built the Jewifh Synagogues, that had been Luke 7. 
thrown down by Antiochus. Conftantine the Great was bountifull to the Church 
above meafure, infomuchaethathewasby the heathens in fco n called Pupillus 
as if he had wanted a guardian to over-rule and order his expences. Sed refriguil 
hoc ftud turn hodie in magiftratibur plcrifaue, as Gualthef^ce compIaiuetb,and not 
without caufe. The Church is not only fcanted, but fpOTed of her revenues: and 
that which was pioufly confecrated, isimpioufly converted to other ufcs&c 
Thus He. • 


CHAP. V. 

^ er - Igather thy felf in troopes, Odaughter of troopes] Here the Virgin, 

XN the daughter of Zion dejpifeth her adverfdries of Ajfjria and Pmbylon, 
and laughes them to fcorn: the daughter of If rufalem fhakech her head at them 
Jjk.37. 22. andbearing her felf bold upon the foregoing pro mife'( 4. 13.) 
that fhe fhould beat in peeces many people, fhe taketh liberty to taunt the Afyrian 
Monarch with all his troopes beleaguering her, and bafely abufing her Judges: 
telling him, that the Babe of Bethlehem would (hortly take an order with him. 

And although fhe were but a Virgin , yet, having fuch a Champion as Chrifl, who 
is in love with her, that will take her part and fight her quarrell, fhe doubteth 
not to fay. Now gather thy felf in troopes &c. Nunc turmatim ceito , b turmaria, 

Incrcafe thine army and come forth. Gather your felves and ye fhall be broken in 
peeces, gird your felves, and ye Jball be broken in peeces t Take counfel together, and I&'. 8 - 9 ,to, 
it Jball come to naught: Jpcak.rhe word and it flsall not ftand, for God is with us, Ifai.33.22. 
Jehovah is our fuge, Jehovah is our Champion, Jehovah is our king , he will fave tu. 

Lo, this is the Churches confident boafting in Chrift, this is the triumph of her, 

H h 2 truft 
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l'fc, a2 7 trU P in him i 7! ,c th ° 0 S ht of his birth fwallowech up all her fears and difcont^I 

’ 32 ‘ 7 ' and compalfeth her about with fongs of deliverance- c? » 

He hath laid Jiege.agAnfi us,J And already devoured us in his hopes:, but if 

we do but turne us to Chrift, and fay, Behold Ihe whom thou lovefi is diftreffed * 
the Ajfyrian as a firong river is come up over all his channels, and teasheth even to 
the neck,', yea the firetching out of hfs Kings jUletb the breadth of thy land, O \ m 
manuel,Efay 8.7,8. he will foon beftir himfelf, he will betfege our befiegers* he will 
Pfal.?. 7 . finite them upon t(ie cheek-bone, and break the teeth of thole ungodly that foot 
the Judge of Jfrael with a rod upon the cheek, for a reproach to the whole people 

ESI H “ g °' b 5 [. th !f ‘“M °f ooderftandeth Cbrift,who was indeed at his pallid 

dUu>./««. contumehoufly buffetted, and fmitcen with rods upon thecheek, AUt.-zi 6 7 
But this, though it be true, yet cannot Be the fence’of this text. * 

Verfe 2. But thou Bethlehem Ephratah J Not fo called from Ephratah, Calebs 
wife, iChron 2. *9, $0 51 but from its fruitfulne/fe: whence alfo it had the 
Joh. 5. name Bethlehem, , that is, the houfe of bread , where Jdu*, (that bread of life that 
came down from heaven ) was born in the fuhetfe of time , as is here firft foretold bv 
this Prophet: that great myftery of godlinefle being revealed to the world bv de¬ 
grees, in. fevcrall Ages. Here was Chrift born by meer accident; in regard of his 
parents, who were brought hither by a tyrannicall Editf of Auguflus Ub a 2 but 

faTthlnCfoiftVetkd 4 " 06 ^ ^ thaUhis Scri P ture mi g ht be MUcd, and our 
Though thou be little among the thoufands of Judah J Or, An thou little &c* a t 
No fuch matter: and four agreeth with Mat. 2.6. Or thus: And thou Bethlehem 
Ephrata, it u a fmall thing to be among the Princes of Judah : Out of thee (hall 
come a Ruler &c. <j. d thou haft a dignity above this, and above them ail, in that 
out of thee (hall come a Ruler, &c. Take t/agnir in the Neuter gender ( as Seal, 
iwv’wnt. tetus after Ofrander, and Forfter doth ) and then the leaning difference betwixt the 
Prophet and Evangehft is take-away. Some make St. Matthew to relate the words 
of the Scribes to Herod, as they had varied the Text before him- But we findenot 
that they are any where taxed for altering or corrupting the Text j but for mifin- 
terpreting it onely, Mat . 5. Befides that, they were by their office Text-men , to 
lookfo the letter of the Scripture, and to keep it pure, 1 Cor. 1 20. where thev 
are diftinguilhcd from teachers of traditions, and teachers of Allegories. 

yet out of thee flail become forth unto me J that is, to God the father: that we 
may know that checomipgof Chrift in the flefh, was a plot of Gods own eon tri- 
ving. He came not by eijee, but by counfcl: him hath God the Father feslcd an- 
Joh.tf.27; ointed and appointed to nw work. This is comfortable to cdnficler of. 

* JfrAe { ] ^«^«ndereih it, a Captain that flail feed my 

people Jfratl, Mat.2^. See the Note there. J J 

whofe goings forth have been from of old ] Thisisfpoken of Ch rifts eternal gene¬ 
ration, which none can declare, Efay 53.8. What is Gods name, and. what u his 
Son *?*™' ^oucanfiuU fProv. 30.4. The Scripture ufually fpeaketh of this 
grand Myftery by way of circumlocution. It is here fpoken of in the Plurall num- 
Admpl ni. ber for the excellency of it. In this Text then we have a defeription of Chrift 

ftSX i n crip t u«r S?ndoffiCeS ' S « thelte >^ «• 3,4- and adore the fidnefle of the 

• 3 ■ ttrnfm Vrill bt give them up J As a little before the day fpringetb, 
it is darker then ordinary : fo before the day-Jpring from on high vijited Gods people 
they were under very hard and heavy preflbres and miferies: whereby their defires 
after him were increafcd and ineagered. The enemy oppreffed them, by Gods per- 
nujiion, yea by his aftivc providence: that they might pant after a Saviour, and 

fanatic™^ ° d ^ aC ° h lhC,r fathCr ’ Gen> 49 ‘ l8 ‘ ° Urd ' lkAV ‘ ^ Uited f or tl >J 
untill the time that Jlje which travelleth hath brought forth 1 She that is the Vir* 
gin ary, fay fome; Or, that is, fay others, the afflitfted Church, according to 
ebap. 4.9,1 o. See the Notes there, shee muft have a time of travell, of rrouble, 
before Ihe can bring forth, and be delivered. Luther faith well, that the ChuFch 
is hares cruets , and that every Chriftian is a Crucian : we muft luffer before we can 
reigne, and bear the croiTe, or ere we wear the crown. 

Then 


Chap.?. 
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Th V :‘ m *‘‘Vi t cbe converted Gentiles, whom Cl,rift ,s -“ 

not afltamrf to call h,s brethren H.A a. I2 . fi.U rc^n„mo,h, child n „le 
Ifra'll (haI be proftiyttd, and conjoyned to the eleft Tews, that there may bed 
one (heep-fold under one (hepherd And the Lord Ml L king over <11 tkooLi ' 
to that day there Ihall be one Lord, and his name one, Zech:%. 9 . See the Note 

U V ZK\ A f h ‘J h ‘ M fKd C° r > rut ‘ ) { ” ,h ‘ fireogth ,f the Lord! 

He ftall ftaod and none (hall be able to (litre him: there (hall be liftine at his 
government, but it Hands firm and Baed. Earthly Monarchies have their times and 
them turn«: them mine, as well as their rife. The Roman Empirefetl under the 
weight of its own greatneffe. The Turk,(h, although ic be indeed very (Irons vet 
is it by many probably thought to be on the declining hand. But Chrift (hall 
ftand, wtien all earthly greatnefte (hall lie in the du(t And He (hall feed hU Hock 
lathe ftrengthoftbelord, neither Ihall any ravenous Lion, or grievous Wolf 
pluck them out of h,s hand; becaufe He and the father are one, fob. 10. 39. w i 
God hath laid help on one that is mighty , Pfal. 89 19. 

and in the majefiy of the name of the Lord his God, 1 that is, by tBe power of 
Gods word, called his name, sJtls 9 15 . and dfewherc. This word hath a fingu- 
. IP 'f*. ^ ! ercb y ‘ c awctb an ^ affrdech mens confciences, to the propaga- 

tingof Ch rifts kingdom .• when it is accompanied with the Spirit of God cal- 

Icdhu fifngthm the former dau/e. And that t heft ever go together, in all the 
fubjedsof Chrifts kingdom, fee E/ay 59 21. As for me, this is my Covenant with 
them, Fatth the Lord, My Spirit that is upon than, and my word which I have put in 
thy mouth, flail not depart our of thy mouth , out of the mouth of thy feed, nor out 
of the mouth of tby feeds f ed, faith the Lord, from henceforth and for ever. 

for no* flail he be great unto the ends of the earth. 1 No*, that is, erelong: in 
Gods due time, which oft feems long, becaufe we areftiort; apt to antedate the 
promifes, in regard of the accompliftimenc, to limit the Holy One of lfrael, and to 
fee him atime, to fethis bun by ourdiall, fir. 8 20. help they would have that 
Summer *, furtheft. But as God never foils m his own time, fo he feldom comes at 
lours: We muft live by faith. Hub. 2. 2. and ftay Gods leifure, as David did for 
the kingdome, and thofe in Efiber, for deliverance. Gods promifes will at length 
take their way over all Alpes of oppofition: but we have need of patience &c for 
yet a little while, and he that flail come, will come, and will not tarry , Hcb. 10 
3 $, 37 - 

Verfe And this man flail be the*peace f The man Chrift Jefus, , Tim 2 <r 
that man ., that ftiall be as «n hiding place from the*inde, and a covert from tie 
ttmpefi: as rivers of *ater m a dry place , m the fladow of a great rode ina Kcarj 
land, Efay 32.2. VVinds and tempefts will arife, and that u,^on theChurch • Ai- 
fyrians, and Babylonians, ( Nimrods ^ brats; will invade, .and infeft her : butthac 
famous He afore-mentioned {hall bee her peace, her Prince of peace, Efn 9 6. 

Who giveth her pacem ommmedam, peace internal, external, eternal, called bv the 
Ap<'ftie life and peace, Rom. 8.7. J his peace, peace, as E/ay calleth it, chap.26 3. 
tnatis, a mrltiplied, renued, continued peace: this peace Region* & Ri adonis of 
Countrey and of C.onicivnce, as God hath promifed, and Chrift hath purchafed. 

He merited, and made it through the blood of his CroflTe,. Col. 1. 20. Efay 53.3. 
l6 ‘ hence iewas, that as he was brought from heaven, with that 

peace 2.14. fo he returned up again, with that farewell of peace, ’ 

Irt JiT 7 ' lekt ? Che worIdthc d^ru.eot peace, Ephtf.z. i 7 . whofeMinifters , 
are meftengers of peaces R,m. 10 15, whofe followers are the children of 
°- 6 whofe unity is in the bond of peace, Ephrf. 4. 3. and whofe du- 
j is the ftudj of peace, Rom. 12.18 and to whom God hath promifed I Kill l 

gnt pen, jw/w, &c. And y e Shall cb.fi ,, ur , &c. If anv ask Ur -- S - S >? • 

|‘°"-’P" c , e : and P“ rfult “f cnc ™« «n confift ? It is eafily angered i^You (hall aw 

have civil peace amongft yo r felve , and befides an ability Co quell, and quiet for- g&L,/ 7 . _ , 

raigne enemies. Or, you (hal have peace : and if it hap that war ari(e, you (hall ^ 3 ZftJi 

have the better in batted if the c me i„„ ;et! r W, helhall be aWet by ^ ^ i 

befclf Se«mcbmiJ 0W ^ and defeatment, as it „ 

Hh? rh ‘ n 

i_ _ 





. <tAn Exfofitton on Ghap.^ 

Then (hall we raife Againft him [even Jhepherds 1 that is, a competent nu^berof 
Chieftains and Champions, with their vidorious forces, which (hail rcpell the ene¬ 
mies, and fccure the Church,- Chrijlo dues &■ aujpice Ch*i(h, under Chrift the 
Arch (hepherd. Thisfomeunderftand of the Apoftlcs, thole Anointed, or author 
ri^edOnes, (as the word here (ignifieth ) the weapons of whofe warfare were we 
carnt.ll, but mighty through God , to the pulling dotyn of ftrong-holds, 2 Cor, IO 4 
and bringing in, not the heads, but hearts of thofe whom they had fubdued • as 
Paul did of Sergius Paulw, the Proconful, AZls 13.9. where alfo he is firft called 
Paul, in memory ( belike ) of thofe firft fpoils hee brought into the Church. By 
fitepberds here, are meant ( faith Gault her ) the Miniftersand Preachers of the word* 
who feed, defend, and watch over the flock. By principal men, Magiftrates endu! 
edwich that fee, (or, as the Chaldee hath it) kingly fpirit, PJal. 51. 1 a. to decree; 
and ad for the good of the Church. Such Jhepherds , in the time of the Aflyrian 
warre, were Efaj, Micha ., joel, & c . fuch principal/ men, were and Elia* 

kim. If a. 23. &c. Such after the captivity were, Hugger , Zachariah, Mala- 

chi, Zorobabel, Nehemiab., judas Macchabeus, &c. ftfui nutamem remp. e r*Ecclt r i+ 
am f»is conftlijs, & Jortihus geflis fulfcrunt, who under-propped and kept up the 
tottering Church, and Common-wealth by their prayers, coi.nlels, and valiant ac¬ 
hievements, both before and fince the dayes of Chrift upon earth. 

Verfe6. *And they fhall waft the land of Affyria, j Heb ■ 7 hey fhall eat it down 
as (hepherds do paftures with their flocks, pafeere is put for ptrdere, faith Cali 
vin\ they (hall leave nothing there fate or found, but either bend, 01! breaK the 
Churches enemies, bring them to Chrift, bythefwordof Gods word, or utterly 
ruine them by temporall (laughters. Aut poemttndum, aut pereundum. 

T hus ft all he deliver us from the Affjrian J J c is Chrift that delivereth his what 
inftruments foever he pieafe to make ufe of,£*^ 1.71. 1 Cor. 15.24. an. lie muft 
have the praifeof it. The Grecians thankfully acknowledged to jupite/thcw deli- 


^66 


verancefrom thePerfians, wrought by '7 hemijtotles ; and therehence called turn 
as the Romans for like caufe Sojp tator. preienting a Palme to him and 
.; . . .3. iacrificing a white Ox : ;o acknowledging, it was his power, whereby the conqueii 
was atchieved. Our Edw. 3. after his viftory at I- outers, ( where hee took the 
French king Anno 13 56.) took fpeedy order, by S.mo» Archbifliop of Canterbury 
„ , that eight dayes together (hould be fpent in giving God the thanks and glory Mow 

Kbfo S ' mucbniore fhould wee praife him for fpiritual deliverances, from finne, v atan the 

. * world. Sc c. and confccrace our felves wholly to his lervice, fich bervati jim.i, ntjer- 

vtamtu, Lti\e 1.74. deliverance commands obedience, t^ru 9. 14. 

} erfe 7. And the remnant of Jacob | The remnant according to the eltJHon of 
grace, Rom. 11. 5 thefe are but afew in comparifon, as a remnant to the whole 
peece or an hand-full to an houfe-full: but they fliall increafe and multiply, by 
Gods blefimg upon them, as is here fee forth by two fimiiitudes. Firft, for their 
propagation and multiplication, the Prophet compareth them to the dew, which is 
ingendred and diftilled from heaven immediatly. Therefore alfo Pftl. 110.3. new 
Set M tint c ° nvert * are compared to dew, and Gods begetting them, to the womb of tht mor- 
Goodw. fajf 1 T ngy whCn cbe ear£l > was dry. Secondly, for their growth and increafe, 

ferm. Apr.27. * ie com pareth it to the fprouting up of herbs and grade in the wilderneftes, where 
1642. man cometh not, and fo their fpringing tarrieth not for man, nor waiteth for the 
Jonnes of men, for them to come with their watering-pots t<*nourifh them (as 
herbs in gardensdo ) but thefe have (bowers from heaven, that give the inti eafe. I 
the Lord do keep my vineyard, l will water it ever) moment, hfiy 27. 3.. The c is 
° 1 ^n ir ^ Ue ? M ' n ^ers, 1 Theft 513. but the word onely muft be - 'i- 

Jted, Alt .13*48. and Chrift earneftly increated, that as of old the ‘ lanm .,rne 
down with thedewj which covered the Manna (whence that expreiiion uidden 
Manna, Rev. 2.17. ) (o He himfelf who is the bread of life, would defeend into us, 
by the word or his grace, and fill us with the fruits of righteoulhefte : that lie would 
v rtgare eft recreare, refrelb and cherifh our hearcs as the dew from heaven doth the 
dry and fady fields. 

Ve f(' 8 - A *d rhe remnant of Jacob—as a Lion among the lefts of the forreft 3 
The faints (hall profper and do great exploits, as being indued with an invincible 
force of the fpirit, making them as iomany Cucr-de-lions'. or as Chry/oftom laich 

of 


Chap.?. _ the Prvp hecie of Micah. 

f P “Z' tbathe was “ k 5 a “ an " 1 * de ■^Tfi^valking among dibble. Wte-~ 

Lion-hkc men were all the Apoftles, thofe white horfes upon which the Lord C hnft 
rode about the world conquering and to conquer l Rev * ^ 11 , ^ 

pucupon them of his own fpiritT and of he fulnelfe 
bellowed upon them grace fo; grace: hence their nanfeendent zeale and com a"e Ioh ‘ 
for the truth, bteven was amongft his country-men the Tewo^ as at inn 0 & 

t he o, [h = forrelt: Sow/e in their 

Ambrofe Anther Latimer ■, Farel & c . that noble army of Martyrs: One of 
them told the Perlecutours that they might pluck the heart out of his body - but 

Mr r rl^ UC K hCt u ° Ut0 i h L sh i art * Anothcr > that the heavens (hould foone" Mir Mm 
fall thenhewouW turn A third, that if every haireofhis head wereaman he 
t would it ffer death m the opinion and faith that he was now in. A fourth laid 
Can I die but once for Chr,ft? And generally, the valour of the patient and the 
(avageneflfe of the perfecutom-s drove together; till both exceeding nature and 
beleefe, bred wonder and aftomlhment in beholders and readers ; lad in fome 
efflftualconveifion, asmJuJhnM^tjr, in Calberius, i n rho(c4oo. faid robe 
converted at the Marty rdome of Cecilia, andlaftly in Silvefter the executioner at 
the martyrdome o£Simon Laloe at Dyson in France : where feeing the creaXth 
andconftancyofthat heavenly Martyr, he was focompunfted with rfpentancc 
and felhnto fuch defpair of himfelf, that, after much adoe, being comforted and 
converted, he removed with all his family to the church'of't t hat M 82? * 
afilv concerns that ofthe lewesat rhis day. that when Meffias comes, they (hall 
be thefe L ions among the Gentiles in the middeft of all other people to tread them 
down, and to ccare in pcects without refeue > and what a true charafter hath a 
late writer given of them, that they are a light, aeriall and fanaticall-brain’d s - H - B,mM - 
Egi and cafi.y aptto work themielvea intone fooIes pratlue of a rublLne 

l h "‘ h4 i "P >hi« d Adverlarics 

Tt n. l tl f ° f ’ °„T ? ur ' h: but tboufhal. have the better^of them 
Thou fh.lt keep footing itill under the flan atd of the eroffe a. d prevaile The 

Zet a ^e 0f 4 h8 . h °H 1 h i ;h eLOr r i " ° VCrtOpall0rh<;r motmtaines ol worldl, SuimilMa 
“ 11 bc thlt ' noun ' a,n ‘at from drbrU ( where the “*“■ c ‘ lv - 
Empne of the world wa- won a,,d loll ino.,e day ) called N,cerium b TJll lZ 
der the great, asaconflanttt. phec of that famous v.fto y he the eeat over n M v 
Aslheubighdlfa the favour of God, fo (he flaaii be UaStbSSu. 
and her enemies fhall he found lia-s unto her. Her hand (hall be lied up and fall 
very heavily upon her advcrfarics: if not fooner, yet at utmoft at the Relnrrert . 
on: the upright fhall have dominion over them in that mormon p/,/ 

ria eC th lrC ^fi'r l (H m 'h S theSunin , l " sft,cn S th > when hercnemicflhall bein'that 

^ace that «, fitted for them, even the lowed place, th .fchr.fi. Mc ane 

wh-| fheconqueteth then when (he is conquered, f as CHtid overcame as well 

oCS i lr ! 'r J a‘“ l V“'. Cn ? tobc fi ^ nd th o“gh nottobe 
drown*l though dowfed over head aad earcs in the waters of aiH lftion. 

Niter is incaffum Chrift ifubmergere navem ; 

F luEiuat, at nunquam mergitur ilia ratts. 


tVftri,IlnweThef™ d °" e ) " 0t .'h'Pwrackt whereof Chrift is the Pilot, 

bftpe the Anchour, faith 

tnc cable, the holy Ghoft the wind', and holy aff -ftions the lailes filled with hea- 

t>rcfi^mT CS ' 5uc ^ a J ouJ J j iles fafely : and will neither tall upon the foit lands of 
preemption, nor hard rocks of di lpaire. V 

Vi< ~ ofChrifts power^nd 

, l ] V' The w? rd ft here fign,fios non diurrL. & 

tirneiTetcertainandfeTby^od! 1 ^ nulcbe * paccop e4*hourcs, butalong 

f ° r Che which t, ’ oa ha(l becn Mding 

7 Jr gyp , and,n o tvh,cbt houtrufteft more then in me. Some truflin horfee. 

rWrt. &C. I will therefore cut off both,I will take away thiue earthly 

i dol - 



idol; and that in much mercy to thee: that in quiemcffe and confidence may 
be thy ftrength Efoy 30. 15. and ver. 7. yom ftrength ts to ftt ft il^ or yo H r Egypt' 
istofttftil , q. d. by fitting (till you lnallbavcan Egypt (the lame word Rabat 
fignificth ftrength and Egypt ) by being without their horfes, you fhaii do better 
then when you had them, and thought your felvcs fimply the better or fafer for 
them. See Zacb. 9. 10. 

and I will deftroy thy charets ] That other prop and fuppofed help I will pull 
from thee: that thou mailt not truft to luch uncertainties that cannot favc: but 
in thcliving God who giveth us all things richly to enioj 1 Tim, 6. 17. Truft is Gods 
jewel: and of all thing;', he cannot endure to be lobbed of it, or wronged in it by 
creature-confidence: for it giveth huu the foveraignty J udg, 9. ij. and fets the 
crown on bis head : and the contrary* 

Verfe n, *sfnd I will cm off the cities of thy land] thy fenced cities, and pla¬ 
ces of ftrength, for like reafon as before, that thou maift look upon my name 
alone as a ftrorig tower, and thereto run and be fafe P rov. 18. io. that thou 
maift hover and cover under my wings Pfo. 91. 1, 2* and there hold thee as fc- 
curc as in a tower of bratTe, or town of warre. Blcffcd be the Lord ( faith Dd- 
vid, who could not be fate in Keilah that had gates and barres )for he hath /hewed 
me hU m-trvtlloHs loving hindm ffe as in a ftrong city , Pfai. 31. 21. The tower of 
Sbechem fared not thoU that ran to it J»dg. 9. the ftrong-hold of Zion could not 
fecure the Jebufites, that in the height of their pride fenrned David and his boft, 
that laid fiege to it 2 S«m. 5. 6, 7. Belfltax^ir and his Babylonians baxcxSacui- 
fcives fo bold upon the ftrength of their city, and provifion laid in for 20. yeares, 
if need were, ( as Xenophon teftifierh J that they reproached the Per fans thatbe- 
fieged them, and deiidcd their attempts as to no purpofe: yet were (bortly after 
made a prey to the enemy. Arimaves having gaiifonM a very ftrong and ft?ep 
Pint: in Alex , rock in thcSogdian countrey with 30000. men, lent to Alexander the great (who 
c*Tt> lib. 7. demanded it) to know whether he could fly or not? But r he next day he was 
taken together with his ftrong hold, and nailed to a erode. God delights to con¬ 
fute men in their confix fences ; that thole that ai e bis, may run to the Rock, of ages 
lfa. 26. 4. to that Arx roboru of his holy Name, which alone is impregnable, 
inexpugnable. The Spaniards called their Navy in £8. the invincible Armada : 
but it proved otherwile : and that upon Saint James his day, whom they count 
their Patrone, their Tutelary-Saint. It is not unlawfull to have cityes and ftrong- 
holds&c. but to confide in them, by rifingup to a corky frothy hope when wc 
have them : or to fit down in a faithkfle fullcn dilcontent and defpondency 
when we want them; rhis is to make flejb om arme , and fo to incurr that heavy 
curfelrr. 17. 5. God will cutoffnll occafions offo doing from thofe whom he 
Iovctb, as here he promifeth: and as accordingly he performed to this people, 
after their return from Babylon , and efpecially a little before the comraing of Chrift: 
inthefhfh, when they were reduced by P ompey into a province of the Roman 
Empire. 

Verfe 12. And l will cut off Stitch-crafts &c. 1 As before God had paomifed 
to take away fuch things a= in themfelves are not cvill, but only by our abufe: (o 
here he w.11 alfo remove tiom his people things fimply evill, and unlawfull, fuch 
as are witch-crafts, idolar. y &c. that he may make way for mercy which he is ready 
, to give, were they but fit to receive it. The word here rendred witchcrafts hath 
vfrfcho**' ^S nificati °n °* c h*"gi*g or turning : and isufed for unlawful divelifh arts and 
apt {a no. Artilans. It is alfo apply ed to falfe teachers and their juglings Gal. 3. 1. Rev, 
18. 23. See a like promile Zech. 13, 2. with the Note there. See Mai. 3. 5. 
with the Note. ■ 

... and thou (halt have no more froth-foyers'] Or ftarr-gazers, diviners; fortunc- 
lib 1 co/.i 6 . rc ^‘ rs * One derivation of the word clepeth th'.m Nebulones or Knaves: as thofe 
‘ 1 that undertake to foretell future things ex nebnlts by the clouds; planets, ftarrs, by 
calculating nativities, and the like unlawfull prsftifes of judiciary Aftrologie, 
Necromancie, Pyromancie, Oneiromancie, Arufpicie, Sortilcgie, and other dia- 
bolicall Arts of that nature. The Epheftans were much addifted to fuch wicked 
p r a<ftiles: hence the proverb for the black arc. Th e Samaritans 

alfo, API, 8. And hence that malicious flander of the Jciv«, Say wc not well that 

‘ thou 


Ghap.5. the Trophecie o/Micah. ffo 

thou art a Samaritan, that is, one thatdcaieth with the devil: for otberwifethev 

knew, that Chrift was no Samaritan but* Galilean, as they called him inftom Joh.3. 4 8. 

in truth a Betblebemtte, as verfe a. The Jpws themfelves are taxed Efaj -> 6 th,.’ 

they were Sootbfayers, like the VbiUfiim,. and told, that God had therefore forfa 

ken them, or feat them away into captivity. See more againft this fort of finne and 

finners fc fay 44 . 24 .aj, 26. and 4.7. 12,13, r 4 . J„. IO , 2> t< Da „ 2> and 

&c. Butefpecia lv Beat. 18. ,0, it. where we have thefe five Arguments’fa. 

One well obferveth ) againft Aftroiogicall, and other unlawfull predi&ions pirft 
that all fuchare abomination tothe Lord, verfe 2. Secondly that for fijchwW 
the Canaanites were driven out, verfe 12. Thirdly, that nnlefle men caft away 
the ufe of the fatd Arts they cannot be yerfeS, that is, upright and fincere with 
God,«rr/r 13 Fourthly that godly men muft differ, from Canaanites and Hea¬ 
thens, in the abandoning fuch arts, «r/e ,4. Laftly, that inftead of fuch waves 
of prediction, the Lord raifeth up Chrift, the great Prophet, to foretell unto them 
what is meet for them to foreknow, .vnj. t S . with Aff. } .a,. To feek to know more 
is condemned for cunofity andraftneffe, by Chrift himfelf, in bis own difei Dies 
All. 1.7. it derogate* from the glory of Chnft, in whom are hid all the treaiures 
of wifdome and knowledge: itistogoa whoring from Chrift, Ltv.zoc andi. 
therefore in this Text fitly yoked with idolatry: It is here alfo reckon^’-tm!. 
thofe things that muft be cut off,if Chrifts kingdom (hall be fet up amongft us So tha? 
if there were no other text of Scripture againft that wickedne/Te but this alone ir 
were fufficient. . v iC » ,c 

y ‘rf‘ ‘ 1 3 ' Th l ft™* im %“ *‘[° 1 '»< »/l Sorcery and Idolatry are fitly 

coupled here andelfewhere: for they commonly go together, as in the Pope and 
h.s clergy. See Rev. 9. 2t. and 2,. 8. as alfoinfh t PhiliLl /A 

other Heathrm. True it is,that the Temples at Rome were without images for 170 
years after it was built: that the La.cJn.onUn, would not endure piftures or ima- 
ges, left by them chey foonld bediftraiffed: that the Turks and Jews both, at this 
day do abhorre Chnftian Religion, for the abominable idolatry they fte amom. 

Papifts. For fince the captivity of Babylon, the graven images and fl.,t M , h . v ° 
beenfi cu, of from the Jews that thcyvrould never he drawn to rrorjbi.the worb 
of their band.. They have a faying amongft them to this day. That no pmiifliment We. a, rand 
befalleth them, wherein there is not an ounce of that golden calf, tbey oncemade ^ 
in the wilderneffe. Having paid therefore for their learning, they abhorre Me. 
f "?- 2 -“• ff. count it lamledge, as Via, arch did,'to worfoip by images. The 
Papifts (houldI do fohkewife: and not fay as their Valuer, (unable to anfwer out 
arguments doth ) that the fecond Commandement belonged to the Jews onely: or 
bring fuch proofs for their idolatry, that the images themfelves (if they were fen. 
fible ) would blulh to hear repeated. y 1 

Verfe 14. And I Kill f inely up thy groves,&c.J wherein tbou.placeft a part of 
thy bapptneffe, ( as the Hebrew word importeth) and haft an over-high opinion of 
them beeaufe anciently frequented by the Fathers, before the Law. But it fhouU 
^ e fl b ^ en /^ fi , dercd > th , ac ic ™ but a will-worfhip at Left; yea, that God 
had flatly forbidden the planting of groves, Deut. 16.21. as things in ufc among 
Pagans, for honour, either of fomeGod, or foma great mans ghoft, which was 
thought to dwell there. 0 * 

Nulli certa domw, lucia habitamus opacts. Tirg. Rnad. 

The worfhippers of Priapus, ( that fhame) when they had ended their facrifice ftept 
into a grove hard by the altar, and there like bruit heafts, promifeuduflv fatisfied 
their lulls: thereby as they conceived, beft pleafing. their god. ' 

So-willl deftroy thy cities.] Or, thine enemies: and this will be the end, pr fruit 
or that rorementioned reformation. Mr. Fox obferveth, that in K. Edft. the fixts 

P u 5 t0 . flight their enemies in Mufoleborongh fett, inthcfelf- AHs& Mom 
fame day and hour wherein the Reformation, enjoyned by Parliament, was pot in 
execution at London , by burning of idolatrous images. 

Verfe And 1 will execute vengeance in anger] uport thofe that refufe to bee 
wormed, that know nQt God, and obey not the Gofpelof our Lords Jefus Chrift, 

2 2 be/. 


n Expojition on 


2 The /. 1.8. Such as were the Jews enemies, the * primitive perfecutours, the fbb- 
borne Papills, fomeof whom have profeffcd, that they would rather take pare 
with the Turks then with the Luthertins : as Tome rigid Lutherans again have pro- 
tefted openly, that they would return to the Papacy, rather therf to admit ever of 
that Sacramentary and Predcflinary peftilence ( as they call it) of the Calvinifis. 
But what afadflory is that related by Mr. Burroughs, w ho had it from a worthy 
Minifterof thofeparts; that at Hamborough was not long fince held a confulta- 
iSun.cn Hof. cion by.fome learned Lutherans, concerning the caufeand cure of Germaniesci\a.- 
1 mitift: and where it was concluded, that Germany fuffered fo much inthefelate 

warres, becaufe their images in Churches were not adorned enough, which there¬ 
fore they Would prefently procure done. Had they confulted this 1'ext, they might 
foon have feen their miflake, and bethought them of better. But Lord, -when thine 
Efay 25.li. hand is lifted up , they tyi/l vet fee : howbeit they [hall Jee, and be afbamed for their 
envy toward thy people : yea, their ears (hall be opened, and their inftrudion fca- 
Ied, fob 1 3.1 6 . that they may be accounted worthy to efcape chat vengeance, that 
(hall be executed in anger and fury upon the Heathen, that have not heard the joy- 
full found, but, as fo many fea-monflers, have with a deaf ear parted by the do* 
drine of falvation, the Gofpel of peace. 


CHAP. VI. 

Verfe i. T~T Ear ye now Mat the Lord faith , ] Exordium breve eft, fed plane 
11 patheticum , faith Gualther . This is a fhort, but pithy and patheticall 
preface ; wherein he wooes their attention : Auiite tjuejo, Hear, 1 pray you. Mini- 
fters ar ejpokefmen forChrift, and muff therefore give good words: and yet re* 
membring on whofe errand they come, it is required that they be found fauhfull , 
i Cor. 4. 2. 

A rife, contend thouj Surge, age, O Micah\ Debate thou Godscaufe againft 
this rebellious and ingratefull people, as it were in judgement : caliing all, even the 
infenfible creatures to be judges. See the like, Deut. 32.1. £[uy\.i. Mtc.1.2. 

( for thefc two Prophets have many things common ) and be fenfible, that fome fit 
as fenfelefle before a Preacher ftill, as the feats they fit on, pillars they lean to, dead 
bodies they tread upon: lo that we have need (as One did once in my hearing) to 
call to the walls and windows to hear the word of the Lord. This heavy car is 
noted for a fingular judgement. Mat. 13. 13,14. Efay 30. 8,9. The Philofopher 
. was angry with his Boeotians : telling them that they had not their name for nought, 
fith their ears were Ox-ears, and that they were dull creatures, and uncapableof 
counfel. pemefthenes alfo for like caufe, called upon his countrey-men of Athens, 

. to get their ears healed: and Diogenes ufed to tell his tale to the flatues and imagts, 
that he might inure hirafelf to lofe his labour, as he had fo often done, infpeaking 
Fag.xB. to the people. Let us, to the wearing of our tongues to the flumps, preach and 
pray never fo much, men will on in finne, faid blefled Bradford , in that excellent 
Sermon of his of Repentance. We cry till we are hoarfe ( faith another rare Prea¬ 
cher ) wefpeak till we fpit forth our lungs: but all to as little purpofe as Bede did, 
when he preached to Jan heap of ftones. Afina cjuifpiam narrabat fabulam: at ille mo- 
vebat awes. But Ihall people thus carry it away,and God lofe his fwcet words?Ncver 
think it. Thofe that will not hear the word, (hall hear the rod, verje 9. of this chap¬ 
ter : and if they could but fee their mifery, they would do as the Prophet requires, 4 
cut their hair and cafi it atoajy under the fenfe of the horror of Gods indignation; 
fer. 7. 27, $9. they would beg of God a hearing ear, ( which is as an earning of 
gold, Prov.25.12. )and befeech him to make the bore bigger , that his word might 
enter: yea to draW* up the ears of their fouls to the cars of their bodies, that one 
laving found might.piefce both at once. Let him that hath an ear to hear, hear: or 
if yet any chink good to forbear, let him forbear, Ezsksi-i 7 . but he wiil certainly 
repent it. He that now gives God occafion to call to the hills,&c. fhall one day tire 
the deaf mountains, faying. Fall on me, hide me, dafh and qi^tfh me in a thoufand * 
peeces. O chat I might trot dircdly to hell, and not flay to hear that dreadful! 
Difccdite , Go yc curfed ! 


Chav. 6. theTrophecie of Micah~ 

VerfcZ- Hear O ye mountains the Lords controverfiel AirU„ n i, -7-- 

would neither hear nor obey God, the Prophet doth: and.accotdiL to command ho 
fumraoneth the mountains to hear and teftifie: the Lord feeming ?o fay unto him 
as once he did to E^ksel. But thou fonne of man., be not thou rebell Jxs lib • thtl 
rebellious houfe : but hear Mat I fay unto thee, and do it. It might feem to him\ 
fenfelefle thing to cite the mountains, &c. But hee knew that if God command a 
thing, to argue or debate upon it were bold preemption; tofearch thereafonof 
it, proud cunofity, to detreft or difobey it, flat rebellion. To the mountain] 
foundations of the earth he applies himfelf: happly „ ith like mind and ,^“ 
manner as the Hoft of Nola did to the Church-yard: and there called ar the mvcf a , a 
of the dead; Oh ye good men of Nola, come away ; for the Roman Cenfor ialls cT^rf 
for your appearance: for he knew not where tocall for a good man alive. 

Jtrong foundation, of the earth J Thofewsr, of the nountainr %„ . 7 
yetnotfoftrong, but God can fhake them, Job 9. y,6. Nab. i. s, d.’and that bv 
10 weak a creature as air, gotten under ground, and feeking a vent. Hee can lift 
them off their foundations , Deut. 32.aa. and carry them to another place to hear 
hiscontroverfie, as he did the hill in Hereford?,ire, Aumiyii. and that other in 
the termor,es of Bern that removing out of his place in an earth-quake, covered fil'Z 
a whole village that had 90 families in it. Sec the Note on 1.1/ 

fir the Lord hatha controverfieM hi. people J See the Note on Hof. 4. ,. and 
learn to tremble before this great God, who fit, c ,b.upon ,be circle of the earth and 
,the,uhabuaut, thereof area, grafiopper,, Efay 40. aa. which he can (hake out of 
their place at pleafure, and fend them packing to hell. O confiderwhat afearfull 
thing it is to be at controverfie with God: and to have him both our Accufer wit- 
nefle and Judge. O the terrour of ,u Lord at that great and laft day of the 
world! Vnnam ub^uede bocjudv,. dtfferetur 1 Then ft,all,be, beginto fiyeethe 
mountatns, rattenm (but they fhall reply, we are witnefTes againft you for your de- lake s 3 
reliable umhankMneire>ud the h,d,. Cover «, but they (hall ecclo out Cover 
for who can dwell with this devouring fire? who can abide thefe everiaftino burl 
rungs? 

•,“i h l ? U p,t “ d * i,h lfr c A,L1 A , c " hich time the y <h>" find, that an empty 
title, hath but an empty comfort; and that tribulation and anguifh fhall be on e ve¬ 
ry foul of man that doth evil: but of the Jem firfl, becaufe of his priviledge, and Rom. o. s . 
then of the Gene,l,. None fo deep. m utter darkneffe, as thofe that once wire An- 
, gels of light. Let us all pray with holy David, Enter me into judgement u mb ti , 
Jervant.OLordStc. And with M If thou Jbouldjl contend mith „e, Iceu/dnoe PUI.,,,.,. 
anfieerthee one of a thoufand And with Daniel, O Lord, righteoufnefe belong, mto W> slV 
thee : but to us confufion of face, becaufe we have finned againfi thee ^r,.g.7,8. 

Verfii. O mj people, vrhat have I done mtothee’l Or rather, what have I not 
done, to do thee good? O generation, fee jee the Peordof the Lord, andnothearir i„ 
onely : was ever any thing more evidencing and evincing then what I now allege 0 " 3 ' 

' Hm ‘ 1 o'a j *«• f*‘ l , 1 lend of darkpeff, ! May 1 not well fay unto 

you, as He did to hu ungrateful! countreymen ; What ? Arc yc weary of receivinc 
fo many benefits from one man? But fay ; What hurt have I ever done you 0 and 
wherein have I wearied you,or been troublefome to you ? unlefle it be by daily load rhm] ^ odii * 
ing you with loving-kindnefles, Pfil. < 18 .19. and bearing with your provocations?" 
Forgivemcthannjury, 2 Cor. 12.13. ' 

Teftifie agatnfi me, 2 Put me in remembrance , let us plead together declare thou 
ugainfi me, that thou may eft be jnjhfied, E fay 43 ■ 26. See here, firfl, with what 
meekneffe, and nuldnerte God proceeded) againfi Tinners, foEfay 5.3. J udicate 
*Ju*Jo See,next, that God is content, tor our better convidion, to fubmit his 

fp U ? t0 lcann , in S> , and . Ko . bi ; m B ^ proceedings with us to a triall, before hee 

* A 5 JT 5 Chat bl he fP e *& h > *nd cleared Men hee 

S i' Hcrc hee . wdl5 tIlcm c <> P^ad the caufe with him, as it were 
at even hand ; offering to make anfwer to whatfoever they could ob/ed, or lay to 
his charge. Setpfwn ^fi reU m fifth. He maketh himfelf the Defendant, and bids Gualther ’ 
them put in their Bill of complaint againft him, freely and without fear! This is 
Stupenda fane dignatto, a wonderfuil condefcention indeed. Should he ufe martiall 
law againft: us, and affoonas ever we offend (like Draco ) write his lawes in blood ^h.Ro S . 

upon 
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upon us ( as One well faith ) it were but juft and right. But for him to reafon 
and plead with us about the jufticcof his caufe before he proceedcs to judgment, 
this deferves admiration and acknowledgement in the higheft degree. O the 
depth l 

f/erfe 4. Fori brought thee up out of the/and of Egypt] Here God twits them 
w hh his Former favours: which he never doth, but in cafe of brutifh unthankful- 
nclTe. Now there was brutifh, and worfe. To render good for evil! is divine: 
good for good is humane: evill for evill is brutifh : but evill for good devilifh.- 
This makes God, contrary to his cuftomc, upbraid people with what he hath 
done for them: and angrily call for his love-tokens back againe, as Hof. 2. 9. 
For their deliverance out of the Egyptian' fervitude how great a mercy it was, lee 
the Note on Hof 11. r. fuch as they were againe a»d againe charged never to for¬ 
get T>eut. 6. 12. and 5. 15. and26. 5. to 12. How much more bound arc we 
to God for our Redemption by Chrift? for what’s P haraoh to Satan? Egyptto 
this prefent evill world ? Egyptian bondage to fins fiavery ? Seeing then that our 
God hath given us fuch deliverance as this, fhouid we againe break his commande- 
ments See. Well might the hills and mountaincs teftify againft fuch a monftrous un- 
thankfullneffe, and difingenuity. 

and redeemed thee out of the houfe offervants 1 Gradatim progreditur, faith Calvin'. 
It was fomthing to be brought out of the land of Egypt, a molt luperftitiou? place: 
where they turned the glory of the incorruptible God to the (imilitude of the image of 
it corruptible man (for they defiled their king O fir is ) and of birds (for they wor- 
Rom. i. 23. flapped the hawk and Ibis ) and of foure f ooted beafis ( for they worfhippod an ox, 
a dog, a eat, a fwine ) and of creeping things, for they worshipped the Crocodile, 
Ichneumon Sec. yea they worshipped plants and pot-herbs. Hence the Poet 
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Felices gentes, q nib us h<ec nafeuntur in hortit 
Numina 1 ’ 


To be brought out therefore from amongft fuch hatcfull Idolaters was ho fmall fa¬ 
vour, left they fhouid imcllof their fupcrftitions, as Mica's- mother did after all 
thatayring fin in the delcrt Judg. 17. 3. and Jeroboam, by being there awhile, 
had learned calf-worfhip : hence that ftrickt charge never to make league with 
them. But to be redeemed out of t he houfe of fervants, Was more : out of the iron 
furnace Deut. 4. 20. If r. 11. 4» where they wrought night and day in late re & 
lutoExod . 1. in fetting up thole famous pyramids, and trcalure-citics for Pharaoh, 
where they ferved With rigour, Exod. 1. 13. their lives were made bitter with 
hard bondage ver. 14. till God withdrew their fhoulders from the burden, and 
their hands did leave the pots Pfal. 81. 6. till they faw the God of If me l : and 
there nos under his feet as it were a paved~workj>f a Saphire-Jlone Exod. 24. 10. 
tolhew, that God had now changed their condition, their bricks made in their 
bondage to Saphirs. Confer E fay 54. n« and confider what God hath done 
for us, by bringing us into the glorious liberty of bis own children, who were 
once the devils drudges and dromedaries, ferving diverfe lufisand pie a fares Tit. 
3. 3. which gave lawesto our members Rom. 7. and held us under inabrutilh 
bondage, much-worfe then the Heathens mil-houfe, the Turks gallics, Bajazets 
iron-cage, the Indian mines, or Egyptian furnace. For there, if they did their 
task they efcaped ftripes j but here, let men do the devill never fuch doughty fer- 
vice, they arc fare of fcourges and Icorpions after all, armies and changes ol for- 
rowes and fuflferings: terrours and torments, without any theleaft hope of ever 
either mending or ending. This fhouid make us liftup many an humble, joy full, 
and thankful! heart to our moll powerfull Redeemer: faying with St. Paul, NoW 
to the King eternal , immortal, invifible, the only wife God, be honour and glory for 
ever and ever , Amen. 1 Tim. i.iy. 

and lfent before thee, Mofes, Aaron and Miriam ] As three principall guides, 
and Miriam for one : who did her part among the women Exod. 15. 20. and, 
having a prophetick fpirir, became a Angular inftrument in the hand of God who 
fpake by her Num. 12. *. But her weak head was notable to bear fuch acupor 
honour, without being intoxicated: which caufcd her father to fptt tn her face 

Num, 
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Num. 12. 2, 14. Her death is recorded in feripture Num: 20. 1. butnothcr 
age, asis Sarahs Gen. 23. i. Some have obferved that God thought notfitto 
tell us of the length of the life of any woman ini’.cripture but Sarah, to humble 
that lex. But as foules have no fexes, fo of fome women ( fuch as were Miriam , 

Deborah , the Virgin Mary, P rife ilia, Blandina, the Lady Jane Gray , Eli¬ 
zabeth &c.) it maybe faid,thatin them, betides their fex, there was nothing wo- 
man-likc or weak: as if ( what Philofophy faith ) the foules of thefc noble crea¬ 
tures had followed the temperament of their bodies, which confift of a frame of 
rarer roomes,of a more exaft compo(ition,then mans doth. It is poffiblc that Mi¬ 
riam might (till that matter of emulation betwixt her and Mofes his wife fell out) 
beashclpfull to Mofesznd Aaron, as Nazi aniens mother was to his father • nota Non film ad- 
help-fellow only, but a doftreffe and govern cITc. _ .. ’TTfJJL 

Verfe 5. O my people remember what Balat^J There mult be a Recognition delhicem & 

of Gods mercies, or elfc there will neither follow Efiimation, nor Retribution : gubernatricem. 
1 Elfewc that fhouid be as temples of bis praifes, fhall beasgraves of his benefits. 

Our foules are naturally like filthy ponds, wherein fifh die foon, and frogs live ta P-P* u 
long ; rotten fluff is remembred, memorable mercies are forgotten; whereas the 
foul fhouid be as an holy Ark, the memory like the pot of Manna preferving ho- 
• ly truths as the Law; and fpeciall blcffings, as Aarons rod, frefh and flourifhing. 

This Ifrael did not, and are therefore juftly blamed Pfal. 106. 7, 13, 21. and 
here againe reminded of one fignall mercy among many, that they might take 
notice of the enemies malignity, Gods benignity, and their own indignity and in¬ 
gratitude, .that parching wind, that dricth up the fountaine of divine favours. Vemus mufti 

What Balack king of Moab confultecCJ foftua faith, that he arofe and fought & exficcans. 
againft Ifrael chap. 24. 9. that is, he had a good mind to have fought, but he 
did not becaufe he durft not. So Efth. 8. 7. Haman isfaidto have laid his hand 
upon the Jetyes, becaufe he intended and attempted fuch a matter. They, that is 
the Sortilegi or Lot-forcerers, with whom, Balack*like, he confulted, caft Pur, 
that is, the lot before Haman from day to day, and from month to month: viz,, to find £fth. 3. ji 
out what month or day would be lucky for the accomplifhment of his intended 
maflacreof thelewes: hut before that black-day came, Mordecai was advanced, 
and Haman hanged* Now, as there, by the fpeciall providence of God over¬ 
ruling the fuperftition of that wicked wretch, way was made for the prefeivation 
of Gods people : So was it here. Balack. confulted, and Balaam anfwered him .* 
that is, he was as willing to curfe as the other would have had him, but might 
not: for God would not harken unto him, but blefied his people ftill, and delive¬ 
red them out of his hand loft . 24. 10. Yea though at length he was refolved to 
curfe howfoever, and therefore went not forth as at other times to feck for inchant- 
ments, but fet his face toward the wildernefle, as if he would do the deed, what¬ 
ever came of it Num. 24. 1. Yet his indevour was fruitlefle and fruftrate. So 
fhall the malicious attempts of Rome and Hell be againft the Reformed religion and 
the Profeffors thereof (whom the Romifh Balaam banns and curfes with bell 
book and candle Cat the inftigation of the Spanifh Balak^, with his favours the 
Jefuitsjfo longasthey adhere to him and pray as Pfal. 109. i6, 27, 28, 29. 

Help me O Lord my God : O fave me according to thy mercy. That they may k»ow i 
that this is thy handthat thou Lord haft done it. Let them curfe , but blejfe thou : 

When they arifie, let them be aftamed, but let thy fervants rejoyce See. Salvation is of 
the Lord : his blejfing is upon his people. 

from Shittim unto Gilga!} Oratio elliptica : <7. d. Remember what I did for . 
you at Shittim iathe wilderneffc, and fo all the way until! you came into the pro- 
mifcdland, evento Gilgal, where youfirft pitched tent Iofbi 5. 8, 9, 10. At 
Shittim it was, where, by the peftilent counfel of Balaam ( the devils fpclman ) 
the Midianites out-witted them, by fetting faire women before them as a ftum- 1 
bling-block Num. 15, 1, 18. to draw them to thofe two fiftcr-fins, adultery 
and idolatry. Then and there, the heades of. the people were hanged up before the Digniqui fit. 
Lord againft the Sun, and fome others; when as God might juftly have cut them dj,HS ™jr 
all off, and call them away ftom being a people before him. Nonne idle reful- tHr ' 1 5 
fit admirabilit Dei gratia ? faith Calvin : was not this a miracle of Gods 
mercy? 

13 that 


374 <tAn Expofiim on CHArf 

thttje may know the right ou fa ffe of the Lord] 1 c. the faithfulneflbaiide^T 
nefle of God in keeping promife with your fathers,-notwiehftanding your provo¬ 
cations. Or my righteous dealings with thofe fornica tours'and adulcerers, whom 
I there judged.- preferving the innocent, or penitent, till they came to Gi/gal and 
onwards. Or that thou maift know how j'uftmy complaint is of thee, and mi ac 
aftion againft thee. So Vatablus expounds it. 

Verft6. Wherewith fhaU. 1 erne before the Lord] This is vox populi the voice 
of the people nt>w convinced in part ; or at leaft of fome one for them. Fraftat her - 
Bam dare qudm turpiter fugnare. Better yeeld then difgracefully hold out the con- 
teft. God, fay they hath the better of us: neither need he now call upon heaven 
and earth to arbitrate, nor on the mountaines and ftrong foundations to hearc the 
quarrel!, for we arefelf-condemned Tit. 3. ir. Our own confciences rcadethe 
fentcnce againft us, we have deferved to be deflroyed: but oh what may we do 
to avert and avoid his wrath ? what {hall we do that we might work the works 
of God? Ioh. 6. 284 Loe thisistheguife of graceleffe.men : faine they would 
pacific God, and work thcmfelvcs into his grace and favour by ceremonies and 
frivolous bufmeffca: yea they offer largely foradifpenfation to live in their fins, 
which they had as liefe be knockt o' th* head, as part with. Jnteredper fiexuofes 
In Ioc. circtutusfngnnt fe ad Deum accedere , d quo tamen femper cupiant effe remoti, faith 

Calvin , they fetch a compaffe about God, but care not to come near him. Heaven 
they would either fteale if they could, or buy at any hand, if they might: faine 
they would pafle e canto ad ccelum , d deliciis ad delicias from Dalilab’s lap to Abra¬ 
hams bofornc : faine they would ( as One faith ) dance with the dcvill all day, and 
then fup with Chrift at night. They feem here very inquifitive and felicitous about 
thejr foules health: they give the half-turn fed ad Deum nfqjte non revertnntssr 
but they return not even to God: likeahorfeina mill they move much, but re¬ 
move not at all *. like thofe filly women 2 Tim. 3.6,7. or as ants chat run to and fro 
about a mole-hill, but grow not greater. 

and bow my felf before the high God] Or, fliall I bow my felf &c. will that, or 
any like bodily exercifepleife him, or pacify him ? if cringing or crouching will 
doit, if fack-cloth and afhes, ifhanging down the head and going fofrly, ifpen- 
nances and pilgrimages &c. hypocrites do ufaally herein ouc-do the upright. Doth 
the P ublican look with his eyes on the ground ? the hypocritical! Jewes will hang 
down their heads like bulrufhcs. Doth Timothy weaken his conftitution by,ab- 
iunence ? the Pharifecs will never give over till his complexion be wholy withe- 
red and wan zed. DothP*iw/corrc<ft his body with milder, correction, as it were 
a blow on the cheek ? the jefuite will martyr his fides with the fevere difeipline 
of fcorpions. But although God muft be glorified with our bodies alfo 1 Cor. 6 . 
20. and extemall fervice is required ( what ever the Swenkfeldians fay to the con¬ 
trary ) yet Bodily exercife of itfelf profiteth little 1 Tim. 4. 8. and let thofe that 
brag offor bind upon their outward worfhip of Chrift confider, that the devil! 
hirafelf in the demomack of Gadara fell down and worshipped him. What com¬ 
fort can there be in that which is common to us with devils ? who as they belecve 
and tremble, fo they tremble and worfhip. The outward bowing is the body ofthe 
i action ; the difpofition of the foule, is the foule of it. 

. MI before him with burnt-offerings {hall I prevent him, and pro- 
piciatehim with holocaufts ? fhali I meet him marching againft me, and thus male# 
my peace with him ? The were much in facrificcs, till they wearied Gods 
foule therewith, and all his fenfes Efay 1. 13, 14, , 5 . but they were facrificing 
Sodomites ver. 10. they ftuck in the bark, they pleafed thcmfelvcs in the work 
done, not attending the manner, which either makes or marres every a&ion, and 
is mamely eyed by God : their devotions were placed more in the mafly materia¬ 
lly* a- ”/j inW . P urit y 5 ^ hence rejected David could tell ( through thefe 
guefhomfls could not) that God defired not facrifice, further then as thereby men 
were led to Chrift ; and that the Jacrifees of God are a contrite jbirit Pf.il. 51. 16, 
17. that noburnt offering is acceptable, nor calf of ay care old, unleflc laid on the 
low altar of a broken heart, which fanHifieth the facrifice. 

jfcu' Verfe7. Will the Lord be pleafed With thoufands of ramms~\ It was taken fora 
maxime among all nations, that no man was to come before God empty-handed: 

nor 
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nor eo ferve him of firce-coft. And although Xjc*^^ the L aC ed,mo„Un 
law, that no man fliould bn nt very greac charge for a facrifice, left be (hoold grow 
weary of Gods fervice.- yet when the famous carver advifcd the A%em- 

ans to make the ftatue bf Minerva rather of Marble, then of Ivdry. 1 becaufe 
more durable (this paffed with allowance.) 2. becaufe leffe chargeable: at the 
mention hereof, with infinite indignation they commanded him filence. p/;* 7 te I| s 
ns, of Alexander the Great, that when, as being yet a youth, he caft great ftore 
of frankincenfe upon the altar , and his School-mafter told him, hemoftnot bee Jo 
Iiberall, till he had fubdued the frankincenfe-countrevs: when Once he had conque¬ 
red Arabia, he fent his fchool-mafter a fhip full o’f frankincenfe, largely exhorting 
him to worfhip the gods therewith. Superftition ’is, for moft part, not Iiberall 
onely, hut prodigall; and no wonder, when as good works are by Bellarmine faid 
to be mtreatur* .regni ccelcfiis the price and purchafe of heaven. Hence their 
• Churches are fo fluffed with vowed prefents, and memories, as at Loretto and elfe- 
wherc,they are fain to hahg their Cloyfters, and Church-yards with them. What 
would not men give, what will they not fuffer, that they may be faved > I would 
j fwimthorowa feaof brimftone, faid One, that I might come to heaven atlaft 
But thofe that would buy heaven* and do offer as thefe here , a bribe for a 
pardon, fhali hear , Thy money perifb Kith thee : And thofe that feek to bee 
faved by their works, Luther fitly calls, the Devils martyrs : They fuffer much 
and take much pains to go to hell, they buy their damnation, as One faith 
the Pharifees did, when they gave Judas thofe thirty pieces, for which he fold 
hisfalvation. 

Shall I give my firfi-born for m) tranfgrefion , &c ?] The fuperftitious lefts ufed, 
we know, to offer up their children in facrifice to Moloch, or Saturn , 2 King. 1 y.and 
21. and 23. and that, in an apifh imitation of Abrahams offering his fonne Ifaac. Eufeb.prap ; 
To the fame Saturn the Phoenicians are faid to have facrificed the beft of chei fonne*. ^mg.lib. 4. 
So did the Carthaginians , as Diodorus Siculus teftifieth. And when-as they had for Diod - SuJ - 20i 
awhile left off fo to do, and were overcomp, by Agathocles , they ( fuppofing that 
the gods were therefore angry witffthem, becaufe they had not done as formerly) 
flew 200. at once, at the altar, of their young Nobility, to pacifie the offended 
deity. Of like fort were Anammelech , and Adrammelech , the ‘gods of Scpharva'tm 
unto whom that people burnt their children in the fire , 2 King. 17. 13. And little 
better were our Anceftours, the old Brhtones , who not onely faeri ficed their ftran- 
gfcrs, but their children too, non ad honor cm fed ad injuriam religionis. Here then Camd Britans 
the Prophet feemeth to fpeak by way of Concejfion, that he may fliew thefe Quefti- 
onifts, how little it would avail them to facrifice their children, if fuch a thiSgwerc 
lawfull to be done. ° 

Verfe 8. 'Bee hath Jbewed thee, O man, what is good ] i.e. What is right, juft 
and acceptable to himfelf. Hee fhewed it by tholight of Nature: for Arift otic 
( Natures fecretary ) faith. It is not likely that God it fo fte/l pleafed with the 
cojrlinefje of the facrificcs , as with the godlineffe of the facrificers. He hath flietved 
it much more by the light of Scripture: there he hatfi told thee, what is the un/sm ArifUnRbetot 
necefiarium. One thing ncceffary; in com pari fon whereof all other things are but 
by-bufinefles: what is the Totum homiuis , the whole duty of man, fc. to fear God t 
sand kfep bis commandements, Ecclef. 12. 13. What is the Bonttm hominis ., as here* 
yea, the Summum Bonum , or chiefeft good of man,attainable in this life • vix. Ctml 
' rnunton with God, and Conformity to God. 

And what doth the Lord require of thee ] But thee t Jguia inomvi creatura tet- 
rena nihil melius fecitte,ipf, quarit te d tu, quia in per did eras te,inte, asAujtufiine Aua r 0rm ^c 
elegantly paraphrafeth this Text. In as much, as God hath among all earthly crea- deftwp 
tures, made nothing better then thee, fherefore ht requireth thee, of thee, &c. 

, But to do Juft ly , and to love mercy] This is the fumme of the fecond Table: as 

that which followeth, is of thefirft, to walk hunfbly with thy God. Here then is 
a brief of the whole Bible, a little Bible, as the eleventh to the Hebrews, is by One 
not unfitly called, A little Bookof Martyrs. Dq this and live: Do this here en- 
joyned, and thou (halt never fall: yea,thou (halt go gallantly into heaven, as Saint 
Peter hath it, 2 Epifi. 1. 10, 11. Certa femper funt in paticis , faith Tertulliati. 

Things amply necefiary, whether to be bdeeved or praft’ifcd, are few in number, , 
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but many in vertue; in fight fmall, but great in weight: like gold, which being f 0 - 
Iid, is contracted into a narrow room ? but may be drawn into fo large an ex^nt 
t that one angel may cover.an acre of ground, as the Naturalifts have oblerved. To 
do )uftlj, is the duty; not onely of Magiftraces,. whom God hath entrufted with 
the admuaiftracion of his "earthly kingdom, by the due execution of vindicative 
and remunerative juflice, but alfo of all other perfons, in their feverall places and 
ftations,Whofe rule mull be that golden faying of our Saviour, fVhatJ'oeverye would 
that men fbould do unto you, do ye even Jo to them : for thisis thefdto and the pro¬ 
phets, Mat. 7. 1 2. See the Note there. 

And to love mercy ] This is more then to fhew mercy : for that a man may do 
and yet, for want of love, lofe all, 1 Cor. 13. He muft not onely draw out his fheaf’ 
but his foul to the hungry , Efay 58.10. nor diftribute fpirituall alms, but do if out of 
deep ajfefiion, as Titus, 2 Cor. 7. he muft be ready to di(tribute, willing to commu¬ 
nicate, 1 Tim. 6. 18-. his mercy muft flow from him, as water doth from the fomf. 
tain, or light from the Sun: it muft not be wrung from him, asverjuyce from a 
crab, or as diftilled water is forced out by the heat of the fire. Let the love of 
Chrift conftrain us to look out fome of his receivers, (as David did Jonathans ftock) 
to whom we may ftiew mercy for his fake. VV^iat though we be weak, yet if willing 
a Cor.8. to ^ ew mercy, God acceptech according to that a man hath, and not according to 
that he hath not. The widows mite is beyond the rich mans magnificence: becaufe 
it.came out of a richer minde .• TheApoftle bids, Put on, as the eUa of God, holy 
and beloved, bowels of mercies, kfndnejfe. Col. 3. 12. fuch as the Gaoler had to- 
ward Paul and Silas : filch as the Samaritan had toward the wounded man by the 
way-fide: fuchasthofe primitive Chriftians had, who came to the Church, with 
ftrong affeCtions, wich large contributions, ABs 4. 34.. The like is foretold of Ty- 
rttt when converted, Efay 23. 18. and of 'Ethiopia, Pfal. 68. 31. that ftieefliall 
baftily ftretch her hands unto God, Heb. (he fhallmake them run , noting her readi¬ 
ng and fpeedinefle, in giving her goods unto the faints. The tender mercies of 
the Almighty, filed forth abundantly ypon His, leave a compafiionate frame upon 
their hearts, and do dye their thoughts, as 4ie die-fat doth the cloth. 

And to Walt humbly with thy God J Or, bafi,fully, with an holy fhamefacedneffe, 
and folltcitoufnefle'of doing any thing that may offend the eyes of Gods glory. 
Tea, what care , faith the Apoftlc, 2 Cor . 7.11. fc. of talking worthy of the Lord, 
unto all-pleajing Colof. i. 10. as proving your hearts and lives to him in every 
part and point of obedience. This the Lord in a myftery taught his people, Deut. 
*3- w hen commanding them to cover their excrements with a paddle hee 
giveth this reafon thereof. Forthe Lord thy God tv alketh intht middeft of thy camp , 
&c. therefore fhall thy camp be holy, that he fee' no unclean thing in thee , and turn 
away from thee. They that ftand in the prefence of Prince^mufl be every way exaCt: 
and give them all due refped. Now a good man, like a good. Angel, is ever in 
Gods prefence : and muft therefore walk worthy of the vocation whwewith he is 
called, with all lowlineffe and mceknefTe, Ephef 4. 1, 2. with all modefty, and 
demifiion of mind, and of demeanour, ( as the word here fignifieth ) and efpecially, 
r . o when be drawetb nigh tp God in holy duties. Then it muft be his care to exercife a 
11.nro.a9.14. three-fold humility. Firft, precedent , before he fets upon Godsfervice, he muft in 
heart devote, and dedicate all that he is, and hath, as a due debt to the Almighty, 
Jufitman. , faying with -David, It is of thine o^n. Lord, that I give thee : •»' i* wVw, as 
that good Emperour faid. The fecond is concomitant : when in the performance of 
good duties, he hath grace, (this lovely grace of humility efpecially) whereby hee 
may f er y* God acceptably ftith reverence and godly fear • which is nothing elfe but 
Kcb.ia.a 9 . • an awfrll refpect to the divine Mjtjefty, with whom wee have to do, Heb. 4. 13^ 
The thirdis fubfequent ; when after hee hdth done his beft, he fs dejefted in the 
fenfe of his many failings in the manner; and looking on his plumes, he lookech al- 
fo on his black feet,and is abafhtd, and abafed bofore thefeord. Lo, this is to humble 
himfelf to Walk, Veith his God. And as many as Walk, according to this rule, peace be 
on them, and mercy, and upon the Ifrael of God. 

JFer/e 9. The Lords voice crieth unto the city ] Or, Jball cry, viz. by his Prophets. 
Htrsdot. pt^modthvoniutipotrt faid the Heathen. God loves to fore-fignifie, to warn before 
he woundeth, to foretell a Judgement, before be infli&etb it. He had fhewed his 
. people 
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people what was good,and what he required of them: but to little purpofc, through 
their unteachableneflc, and ftubbornneffe. He thercatneth. therefore here to take 
another courfc with them. 

/Ind themanxf • Wifdome fhall fee thy name'] Gualther rendreth it, And the man 
rf H fence, fcc. that is, qui revera vir eft, non caudex aui t rune us , hee that is a man 
indeed, or not a ftock, or trunck ( fuch an one as was that fdplejfe fellow Nabal, iii 
whom all true rcafon was decayed and faded ) will eafily fee Gods name, that is, the 
divine majefty of the word, working powerfiilly upon his heart, as the Sun-beams 
beat upon Jonas his head, and difquieted him. Danaus rendreth it, 'And wifdom 
feeth thy n«ms, that is, Wifdoms children, as Luke .7. 35. which will Juftifieher, 
When others are either fo froward, that nothing can pleafe them, ( neither John fall¬ 
ing, nor Chrift eating, Mat. 11.16, &c.) or To dull, that nothing can affeCt them, 
as thefc.here: the word of God was worfe then fpilt upon them. Sure it is, that 
wifdoms children are not many. IV ho is wife, and he fhallunderfland thefe things ? 
faith Hofea chap. 14. 9. the very queftion imports a paucity. See the Note there* 
Though a gunne be difeharged at a whole flight of birds, there are but a few killed: 
though the net be fpread over the whole pond, but a few fifties are taken. Rari 
funt cjui philofophantur , faith TJlpian. It is wifh our hearers, as it was with Jona¬ 
thans fignal arrows, two fell fhort, and but one beyond the mark: So where one 
fihoQts home to the mark of the high-calling in Chrift Jefus, many fall fhort. Three 
forts of four of thole chat heard our Saviour, were naught. Mat . 13. And of thofe 
that heard Paul at Athens, fome derided, others doubted, and but a very few b’eiee- 
ved ; as Dennis, and D amaris, and fome others with them, AU. 17.34. 

tiear ye the rod J Sith ye would not hear the word, and fo redeem your own 
forrows. All Gods rods arevoeall, they are fpeaking as well as fmiting : they are 
not mute, but mingled with inftruftions. They are his Frce-fcbool-mafter j curft, 
and crabbed, but fuch as whereby he openeth mens ears (till then, uncircumcifed, 
and ftopt with the fuperfluity of naughtinefe ) to difcipline, arid commandeth them 
to return from iniquity. Job 3 6. 8,9. By chaftening men, God teacheth them out 
r of his Law, Pfal. 64.12. Hence Luther calleth Affliction JTheologiam Chrijlianorum , 
the Chrift ian mans Divinity: and Another faith, that Schola crucis efl fchola 
lucis. There fhall be onely fear, to make you understand the hearing, Efay 38.19* 
As God is faid to hold hispeace, when he puniffieth not, Pfal. 50.21. Efay 42.14. 
fo, to preach and teach, when he doth. And lookfhow Gideon, by threfhing the 
men of Succoth with thorns and briars of the wilderneffe, taught them, Judg.tt. 
7,16. fo here. / have a meffage from God unto tbec, O King , faid Ehud, Judg.i .20. 
Lo, his ponyard was Gods meftage. Whence, One well obferveth, that not onely 
the’vocall admonitions, but the reall judgements of God, are his errands and in¬ 
fractions to the world. For when thy judgements are in the earth, the inhabitants 
of the world will learn righteoufnefie, Efay 26.9. Smart makes wit j and Vexation 
giveth underftanding. . 

and Who hath appointed it 3 God, who hath not oriely a permifiive, but an aCtive 
hand in all our affliCtionSr. Others render the text, guis fit, qui accerfatijhtd, who 
it is that hath procured'^, or fent for it. Who, but your felves ? according to 
I Hof 13.9. Seethe Note there. Nemo Uditur nifi d feipfo. Men may thank them- 
felves for all their fufferings : for GodaffliCleth not willingly, Lam* 3.35. He co- 
meth forth of his place to do it, Efay 16.21. and counteth it his work, , hisfirange 
work,, Efay 28. 21. He doth jujlicc, (when there is no other remedy ) but hee 
loveth mercy , and fo requireth us to do in the verfe next afore-going. 

Verf 10. Are there yet the treafures of 'toickedneffe~J What yet ? for all that 
ever I can fay or do to the contrary ? Though I cry out unto you by-my word ( and 
have fet it on with my rod, that it might flick the better ) Oh do not this abomi¬ 
nable thing ! Is there yet unto every man an houfe of the wicked , and treafures of 
Veickfdnejfe l ( fo fome read it) fee chap. 2.2. with the Note. The Vulgar read9 
it, ( and Gualther difliketh it not) Is there yet fire in the houfe of the wicked ? fc. 
the fire of Gods wrath ? and treafures of wickcdneffe, asfuellcaft upon it, to‘con- 
fume all? Sec Jam. 5.1,2, 3, Treafures of wickedneffe profit not, Trot;. 10.2. 
fith toheap upfinne, is to heap up wrath, Rom. 2. and to rake together ill-gotten 
goods, is to carry home afardle of plaguy-clothes, and death with them. Ephraim 
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faid 7<rf I am become rich, l have found me out fubfiance Hof. 12. S. BuTliT^T" 
ing, Ephraim fed upon the wind ver. 1. yea upon pcfliknriaU ayre: he daily fo 
creafed lies and deflation, that is, fuch lying vanities as bring dclolucion and nor 
confolation : as hale hell at the heeles of them, ( as we fee in the parable of th,l 
Wretched rich man Luk. 16. ) Ammam ipfam incendiogcbettnamancipant the fir* 
. that is in them lEall feed upon their foules, and flefh thoroughout all «erniw 
Out of dotes therefore with thefe treafures ofwickednejfe , by reftoring them to th* 
right owners, as Zacheus did 5 and as Juflinian the Emperour, who would nor 
put the vcflels of the Temple taken by Titus, and recovered from Genferieus into 
the treafury, but reftored them. ’ 

/ r a'JTt ”**[“■' tbat ? J Hcb: the Ephah of leaneneffe 

- (fo called, both becaufc it wante of its due proportion, and makes men lean c)fui 
of wrath: q. d. you fcanc it to thofc you trade with, but God fills it up with his 
fierce wrath and indignation. See Am. 8. 5. with the Note. 

i, 1 * ShaU l count them pure Kith the Kicked balances'] Shall I clearc and 
acguic fuch } I that am the righteous Judge of heaven and earth, I abhorr all 
injuftice ? / that have named myfclfaGod that will by no meanes deare the 
guilty, nor take the wicked by the hand? Doe they think to draw meinasapar- 
ty ? or that I will beare with their falfe and fraudulent dealings, which I have fo 
oft declared agamft, and doomed both in the law, and by my fervants Solomon 
Amos, and others. No : allure your felves, your fins (hall find you out, and I 

r,ll U rl y > U V fm T ,Ce y ou >V ]i S u fy° a > add fo fet it on, as no creature fhall be 
abL to take it off Let earthly Judges warp, as they will, and wink at fin, I nei- 
ther can nor will: but as men have fo W cd,fo they fhall reape ■ as they have fow- 
ed m hardnefle of heart, fo they fhall reape in horrour of copfcience, dr quorum 
' poena aperiet, as they have lived unconfcionably, fo they fhall 

d* e uncpmfotfaWy : at which times, their treafures of wickedneffe fhall leave them 
in the lurch: as the devill leaves witches, when they come to prifon. 

Verfeix. Tor the richmen thereof arefuti of violence J After that they have once 
enriched themfelves by fraud, and fatfe-dealing, they take the boldneffe oLnly to 
opprefle, and to exercife regiment without righteoufnefle, which is no better 
then robbery wuhauthority: of which before chap. 2. and 3. Thus wicked 

"° rfe2 ‘ Tim - 'W tiU wrath “P™ them to the utmojl 

and the inhabitants thereof have frozen liesj Not the rich men only are in fault .* 
but as the Cretans, fo thefe ar calwayes liars, loud and lewd liars : their tonerue is 
deceirfHll wtbesr mouth; fo chat they no fooncr open their mouthes, butfwarmes 
of lies lffuc out : they are mendactorum loquaciffimi, they have taught their 

^ XK \ ler 'o 9 ' S V th *y arc now become artifts at if: Yea they 
ta^faf hold of deceit Ur. 8. 5. 10 that they cannot be got off without ftnvine. 

l? COmm ° n : ef P 5 cia,l y in f^ing and traffiquing. But 
oh when fhall that golden age return, that the argument may agairie proceed, 
Sacerdo efi t n.n fallety Chrifiianus efi, nounsentietmC He fea^iqifter, and 
willnot deceive you : He is a Chriftian, and will not lie 1 Sec Efa. 63.8. 
nffhvl* l ?v Tbere f or ' al f° ' *>*k' thee fict in fating thee] This is one twig 

to Gods^word 9 * t J ,at n . ow ^ he y he * r ' and fed cod, that would not harken 

Uods word, aernard telleth us concerning a brother of his • that when he 
gave him many good infau&ions and he, being a fouldier minded them not- he 

S?hie‘ S for taftmaiom md a "d & ‘ d? ° n ' d ay a fpeare 01111 inake "ay to this heart of 
tnine, tor mitfuaions andadmomtions,to enter. God can ( and where he inten- 

b W - y f ° r hi 'a'• T rd by bk rod! “ d ** “P 'nftraaions 

,hti r t is > *** ‘fi feir W m,b 

ffS H 'l‘l’ IS> j; He can fata, them to their'beds, ashe did Ahim: 
11 >nd ^7 * 9 * th<Mn > them a link lower Id 

wkhfuch&knciT^^ - *" d "“if rhm defile as it is here 

dare look a^rhem^ b dlall make thclr beft friends afraid of them, and that none 
offr 1 r stbr g>6)>» grates and allthis tvith a fling too in the fade 
ot lt , Becanfe of thjjm Fclcs, bcc.uf' tf their rra*rr*s» M d heufe tf 
tht,r tm^tHttn affixed. Their fait Mmtth *« menlfr cf miete ( fo fickthey 


arcana icoa.ac.cc.eiic, u™ w«s ...cm ,*« ,„e, dr.tw „rr.re,» 

thegatetef deatbVfal. io 7 . 17, 18 Th,s was the cafe of that rich and wretched 
Qurdmall Henry Bedford Blfh : of V'inhfi'r and Chanceilour of England in the F« M,„ - 
raigne of HyC. who toffing upon h^ fick-bed,-and pcrceiv^g t 'cnuft L “ 
murmured at fickneffe and death, that his riches could neither relfevc him imdS 
ihe one, nor reprieve him from the other. This Was alfo the cafe of that r?re a r 
Emperour Charles 5. of whom Dm-plejfy reporteth, that when he was old and 
crazy, he curfcd his honours, his viflories, trophic#, , riches, faying y Abiie hi nc 
abite longe , Away, be gone, mifcrable comforters are ye all. Mention is made 
before ot a great man that wrot this a little before his death, Spes & fortuna Valete 
And furcly there arc not a few rich Cormorants, who may well fay to their wealth 
when they are fick, as Cornelias Agrippa did to his familiar fpirit, AH perditn 
be(ha qua me predtdifh. Be gone thou wicked beaft, that haft been mine undoing 
See. A promile contrary to this threatening in the text is that EJai 3 3. 24. And the 
inhabitant Jbatl not faj 1 am fickj the people that dwell therein, fhall be forgiven their 

terfe 14. Thou fait eat, but not be fat is fed] Either as not having cnounhto 
toy; but prtfbntrs pittance, fomuch only as will keep life and (oulc together* 

°r . > troubled with a bulimy, an *,petit** caninus, a weakenefie of thedif- 

geftive faculty, fo that thy meate feeds thee not: the ftafteof it being aho bro¬ 
ken by God, the nutritive property of it being taken away. See the Note on 
Hag. 1.6. 

and thy cafiingdownfall be in the middeft oft heel Thou (halt be laid low enoueh 
by civill and intclhne dilcords, which as a f refeedeth upon the people Ef. o. 10 no 
man fhall {pare his brother. Or, like as an hungry man fnatcheth on the right hand 
and eateth on the left hand, and yet is not fatisfed ver. 20. till thine uniiaturall con- 
vulfions end in a deadly confumption. 

and thou fait take hold, but fait not deliver} Thou flialt catch up thy chil¬ 
dren, thy jewels &c. and think tofecuretbem from the enemy, but lhalt not be 
able. Of this mifej'y we had over-wofuU experience in our late unnatural! rrar- 
boiles. ° 

and that which thou delivsref; will I give up to the fwordl Other iudzemenfc 
forerun thefword: which, when they vvill not do, thefwordwill thin contemne 
therod E^eke 21. «<> that is, it will fee at naught whatever the rod hath done, and 
cometurbilli-rd and tharpenedfor the flaughcer. 

Verfe 1 5.. Thou fait fow,but thou fait not reape} This had been long fincc threa¬ 
tened by Mofes Dent. 28. 38, 40. and was now above 700. ycares after 

to receive its accompliflimcnt in this people. There isan infallibility ih all the 
menaces of Gods mouth. Men are ape to think that they were uttered in terrorem 
only • and to put them off, as thofe in the Gofpcl did, with a God forbid who 
knoKts if the Lord will deale with us according to all his Kondroftswork.es that this 
tyilmay paffefrom m Ier.21.2? But whai faith the Prophet Z ephany} The juft Lord 
isin the middeft thereof : he will not do iniquity: every morning doth he bring bisjudre- Zep * 1, 
ment to light; be faileth not : but the unjuft knoKeth no fame : fin hath woaded fuch 
an impudency in bis face, that he fhuns no firi, dreads rio danger. 

Virfe 16. For theftatutes of Omn are kept | Subeft verbis hifee farcxfmtss. Here 
the Prophet taunteth them for their Idolatry: and ttllcth them plainely what 
Will be the iflue of it. q. d. You think you deale Wifely and take a lafe courfc for 
your felves, that together with Ephraim you ar t joyned jo idols , an<j have fuch great 
names as Omri and Ahab to countenance you therein. Cmrh ftatutes tan be obfer- 
ved, when miitc lie neglcded. ! • 

Hac tibi pro vili, fub pedibufque jacent. Ovid 

The workrs of the houfe of Ahab that No»-fuch can be imitated, and’ their counfels 
embraced, when my work lies undone, and my counfell is fcj'cfted Luk. 7- 30. *«*“*■&»* 
the c **» m * n{ie ’»ent of God ( being ingraft gratia Dei as Ambrofe 
peaketb ) that yc may keep your own tradition Mar. 7. 9. And do not the Papifls 
even the very lame at this day. The Popes Canons arc kept exadly, and all the. 



rices of the Church of Rome : they walk in the track of the Trent-conventicle, 
and hold it wor fe to deface an Idoll, then to kill a man: to eate flefh or egges on 
a fading day, then to commit inceftto work on a holy day, then to break the 
fabbath. Ther's no command of the morall law but they can difpenfe with it: but 
none of their cercmoniall lawes. Let God (Tay they, profanely) look to the breach 
of his otvn law; we will look to ours. 

that I Jhonld make thee a deflation] Luther here obferverfi, that oppreffion and 
other violations of the fecond table, God ufiially punifheth with war, famine, and 
pcftilence: but breaches of the firft table, and efpccially idolatry, with utter defo- 
lation. This is a iand-deftroying fin I er. zt. 7, 8,9. 

therefore ye fhalbeare the reproach of mj people^] that iff, offuch as had been my 
people, if you could have held you fo; but you are now, loammi, difpriviledged. 
Or, that which I threatened in the law long fincc to bring upon you, if ye carried 
not your fclves as my people; or that which you deferved for having profaned 
the'name and title of being my people E*ek. 36. ao, 23. Rom. 2. 24. with 
L»k. 12. 47. 

CHAP. VII. 

Ferfe 1. ^ Y J0e is me , for lamas when they have gathered the JUmmer-fruits ] 
VV Altai li Alaffc for me. This laft fermon of his, the Prophet be¬ 
gins with a patheticall quiritation : bewailing his own unhappinefle in the litde 
good fuccefle of his miniltery. Mirific'e autem noftris temporibus hie fermo convenit, 
faith Gualther : This difeourfe fuites well with tbefc times ; wherein we may j'uftly 
cry out with the Prophet Efay, fVhehatb belceved our report? And againe, Omy 
lexnenejfc, mj leanenefe ! woe is me, for there is only as the /bakingof an olive-tree, 
Tteimihiquim M the gleaning grapes When the vintage is done Efai. 24. 13, 16. Though he 
Slbnlwus had worne himfelt to a very fee letcn in the Lords work ; yet had he laboured in 
1 inarvo. vaine, Ifraelwas not gathered chap. 49. 4, 5. and hence his wofull complaint 
The like we read of Elias 1 King. 19. 10. where he bitterly bewailes his alone- 
nefle : So did Aihanafius in his age, and Bafil iq his. Eafciculus temporum Anno , 
884. cryesout, for the paucity of good people, Heu, heu,Domine T>chs 3 Alafle, Lord, 
how few appearc to be on thy fide. 

Virgil, Apparent rari nantes ingurgite vaflo. 

And Gttalthcr complaines, that the Anabaptifts in Germany urged this as a chief ar- 
inkc. gument to draw people froth communion with our churches, that there wasfo 
little good done by preaching, and fo few foules converted. Hence fome mini- 
fters defpond, and are ready to kick up all. Latimer tells of one who gave this 
anfwer why he left off preaching, becaufe he faw he did no good. This, faith 
Latmer , is a naughty, a very naughty anlwer. A grief ifwill be, and fit it fhould 
be: piety to God and pitty to men calls for it. Chrift wept over Ierufaletn: 
’o<A/Vh. Pant had great heavinefie and continuall forrow in his heart ( not inferiour to that 
Rom. 9. 2. D f a woman fo travel) for his contumacious countreymen: neither could he fpeak 
ofthofclewd lofels at Philippi with dry eyes Philipp. 18. But an utter difeou- 
ragement it fhould not be, fith our reward is with God howfbever Efay 49. 
and perhaps a larger, becaufe we have wrought with fo little encouragement; we 
Hof. to. 91. i have plowed when others have only trod out the corn : they trod and fed toge¬ 
ther, when as thofe that plow have no rcfrcfhing till the work be done. Certaine 
k<*t*>wW it is that God will reward his faithfull fervants feemdum laborem , nonfecundum 
i x? ws^v. proventum, according to their paines taken in the miniflery, and not according to 
their peoples profiting. 

There is no clufier to eate ] None to fpeak of: hedge-fruit there is great flore: 
wild-grapes not a few: grapes of Sodom, cluflers of Gomorrah : But for good 
grapes, pleafent fruit, godly people, there is a wondrous fcarcity offuch. D*c- 
, genes lighted a candle at noon-day to look for a man : the Hoft of Nola went to the 
graves to call for the good men of the town. Tully faith, that if there be one good 

Poet 
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Poet in an age, it is well. Chrift wondred at one good Nathaniel, and tells us in ~~ 

the feme chapter, that they are but few that receive binary and with him the adop¬ 
tion of fons I oh. 1. 12. C Infers we muft not look for: bufrif there be found two 
or three berries in the top of the uppermeft_ hough: feur’er five in the outmoft fruitfull Ila. 17 . i, 
branches, it’s well. Sufficit mihi auditor unus, fufficit nullus. Taut when he 
came firft to Philippi had a poore audience; only a fewffivomea Att. 16. 1-3. and 
one convert: neither had he much better foccefftf at Athens ; and no Church could 
be planted there Abb. 17. • 

myfoule defired the fir ft ripe fruit is'] pracocem fru^um ) the rath-ripe fruit, as a 
great dainty, a precious rarity. We highly prize nettle-buds, when they firft 
bud: fo doth God our young fervices. * I er. 1. .it. he made choice of the 
almond tree becaufe it bloffometh firft: foof leremy fromhis infancy. He called 
for firfl-fruites of trees, and of the earth, inthefheafe s itt.thc threlhing-floore, in 
the dough, in the loaves. He would have earesof come, dried by the fire; and 
wheat beaten out of the green eares Lev. 2, 14. He would have the primirofeof 
our child-hood. There were three forts of firft-fruites : 1. Of earesof come 
offered about the Paffeover. 2. Ofthe lotvcs, offered about Pentecoft. 3. About 
thecndoftheyearc, in Autumne. Now of the two firft God had a part, not of 
the laft. He likes not of thofe Arbores autumnales fade 13. that btid at later end ^9 m-mwA. 
of harveft. Converfion ( as Divines obferve) ufually falleth out between eighteen 
l ycares of age, and eight and twenty: ^elides ^Abraham in the old Tcftament, and 
Nicodemus in the New, we have not many inflances of men converted in old age. 

When people grow croked and rooted in cvill praftifes, they arc hardly ever let 
ftraight againe. Remembtr therefore thy Creator in the d*jes t of thy youth : his foule P . r . . .. 

delighteth in the firft ripe fruites. Remember that Jefus Chrift fhed his blood for Ecdcf * “* *' 
thee, when he was but 8. dayes oldzand took thee into his family by baptifine,when 
thou didft hang on thy mothers breft. 

Verfe 2. The good man it perifhed out of the earth ] Heb : The Saint , or graci¬ 
ous man, that out of mercy obtained of God* can extend mercy to men. Rari 
sjuippe btni. Of fuch it may be feid, as One doth of faithfuIHrieiids in this age, 
that they are all (for moft part) gone on pilgrimage : and their return is uh- 
ccrcaine. 

and then is none upright among men] None (to fpeak of) that tnaketh ftraight 
pathes for his feet Heb. 12. 13. that foots it aright j according to the truth of ^ 

the Gofpell Gal, 2. 14, that walketh evenly Gen. 17.1. and accurately, as it were 
by line and by rule Eph, 5. 15. and that halts not between two opinions, as thofe 
Ifraclites $ but is right in his judgement, and undefiled in his way P fal. 119* 1, 
rather defiring to be good, then to feemto befo: few fuch to be found furely 
blackfwans you may’count and call them. . 

Sed nec Brutus erit 3 Bruti nec avunculus stfijuam. 

They all lie in wait for blood] A company of fangtrinaries, blood-flickers* hun¬ 
ting for the precious lives of men; but efpecially of fuch as reprove them in the 
gate. If you touch them in their lulls, they will feekto touch you in your life, 
as loafb did Zachary , and as the Pricfts and people faid of Jeremy This.**# is wor¬ 
thy to die. All malice is bloody, and wifheth him out of the world, whom it 
fpiteth. * 

they bunt every man his brother With a net] They add fratid to their force#and; 
craft to their cruelty : thefe feldome goe fundered ; as fome Write of the afp,’ he 
never wanders alone without his companion with him; and as tbeferipture fpeakes 
ofthofcbi*dsofprey and defolation, none of them Jhall Want their mate. Efa . 34. 

16. The matter is made the worfe, becaufe it is a*brother whom they hunt; 
whether he be fo by race , place , or grace , a brother fhould bff better dealt with. 

Verfe 3. That they may do evill with both hands earneftlyj Heb x. for'good and 
all, or, for adoe: that they may fpeak and do evil! as they can I or. 3. 5. and 
leekto onc-fin one another ; like unhappy boyes that ftrive wboi fhalh go furtheft 
in the dirt. Nolum folita peccare , faith Seneca : Et pudet non e]fe impudentes, faith 
Auftin. Luther peftifieth of the Monkcs in Germany t thatthey were fo defperately 

wicked/ 
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wicked, Ht nihil cogitent quod non idem patrare anfint, that they couidnoTdevifrX'». 
wickednefle, which they dflrft not do. coae 

The Prince as^eth g A beggerly prattifc for a Prince, but fo bafe thev wtr* 
grown, and fo greedy of filthy lucre. The P rince asketb , and, by asking onelv com 
pelleth for who dare deny him? If fome do, he fhall die for it. There' 
a memorable flory of a poor,man in Spain,to whom when the Lords Inquifitours fent 
for fome of his pears, which they had call their eye upon : he for fear of offenHi™ 
ffeyl. Geog. brought them his pears, tree and all by the roots. & 

and the Judge asketh for a reward] Heb. The Judge for a reward, fc. willgra 
Fim. tifie that Jordtdum Pofcinummium , the Prince: who when he giveth him his Com 
Vio. millions hinteth to him haply, as Nerd did to his publike Officers, Scis quid nobis 
opus eft. Thou knoweft what I want, and muft have: fee then that thou help me to 
it. Such trading there was likewife betwixt our Rich. 2. and Judge Belknap with 
his fellows. To this purpofe, the Chaldee paraphraft here: The Prince faith He 
requireth fupplies of the Judge, and this befpeaketh him, Fae pro me &retribuam 
tibij Negotiate for me, and I will be thy pay-mailer; favour me, help mee at mv 
need, and I will requite thy curtefie, tfhenfoever thou wilt. Thus mult mutuh 
fcabunt, one hand claws another: and. betwixt the opprefiive Prince, and uncon- 
fcionable Judge, the laW ts (lacked, and judgement doth never go forth: for the 
Hob 1 4 C ° mpa * e * b ° Ht thc ri & ht£0HS ‘ therefore Wrong judgement proceeded, 

and the great man, hee uttereth his mifehieveus deftrcJJ Heb. he (beahth out the 
corruption of hu Ml. He doth it. Emphaticum eft pronomen Ip/e, faith Calvin. 

* . This lame He,hath a. (peciall Emphalis in it, q. d. This impudent man being now 

CjtWHi. pall all grace ( for Ilium ego peritffe dico , cut perit pudor) boalleth of his vilianv: 

and thinks to bear it out bravely, bccaufe it is facinus majores aboil a, the fad of a 
great One- But who is this He, this great man in the Text, that dares thus obtrude 
and juftihe to the world his moll malapert mildemeanour ? The rich Client faith 
Ibifambi Calvin, that hath his money to plead for him : for in fuics both of love and of 
maximomcT- buy, money ( moftly ) maketh maftery: and Angels trouble the current of iuftice 
O"* ° ne ) af. certain leafons. Others Underlland it of Counfellours Pleaders 
Advocates, Sollicitours, and other Officers of Juflice : who when as thev ought to 
reprove the iniquity of the Judges, do rather help it forward, by juftifyL the 
Wicked for * reward, and taking away the righteoufneffe of the righteous from him 
5 -J° • by making the law a nofe of wax, and by quirks and devices, varnilhing 
fallhood and wrong-dealing. ^ 

fothey wrap it uprj Contorcuplicant : they wreath their wrong-dealings together 
Spud. ¥ a r0pe twl , ft f d of many threeds, till their iniquity be found to be hatefull l till 
there wanteth but an hurdle, anhorfe, and a halter (as Belknap faid of himfelf) 
to do them right. They make a league together, they joyn and ftrengthen their 
evil counfels, and frauds, &c, foMr. Diodate. Thefe men agree among themfelves 
and conlpire with one confent to do evil: fo the Genevifts. * 

Verfe 4. The be ft of them ts as a brier] which ,a man cannot handle without hurt. 


381 


c _o , ~r, . ' J --^ vniiuv. UBUUK WUI1UUI11UU. 

Sec z Sam. 23.6. Vfal. 5y. 21. and58.ro. £*^.2.6. Mat. 7. 16. and 13 722. 
io, you cannot deal with them without danger: guilt, or grief you flrali be fure of. 
Lot felt it fo at Sodom, 2 Pet. 2. 7, 8. and fo did tho.e that fet up that bramble A- 
htmelech, for their king, ^fudg . 9. . 

. The moft uprightu {harper then a thorn-hedge^ Vt ibi invtniatur dolor, ubifbe- 
rabatur auxihum faith Hierom here: fo that a man lhall have grief, where he ho- 
ped for help and fuccour: as a man that taking hold of a thorn-hedge to get over, 
' ba ‘ h . m 5 "f rs P. mkt ^ it, and is glad to fet go: Or/as a (heap, that flying to the 
, bufh tor detente in weather, lofetb part of her fleece. Now if the belt and rnoft 
■ J’ pnghl: am u 0n u S thc ” we , ren0 betKr •• what can be imagined of.the many ? and what 

better can be hoped for by us ( for one egge is not more like another, then thefe 
times are thofe here deferibed: it is but tne fame fable aded over again,onely every 
thing is now worfe then ever) then 4 day of vifuation, a time of perplexity, as it 
followeth here ? For while they befolden together as thorns, and while they bee 
drunken as drunkards, they (hall be devoured as ftubblc fully dry Nah. 1,10. a s 
fear thorns under the pot ,EccIef. 7 . 6 . I will go thoroWthefe briers, faith God, I 
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will burn them together, Efay 27.4. theylhall he mefiy farm with fire in thefime-- 

place, 2 Sam. 23.7- that is, irp hell. , as fome interpret it. 

The day of thy voaich-mcn, and thy mfitation cometh 1 Where flnne is in rh. 

I laddie, pnniihmentw.il be upon the crupper. God will haveavifitation-day: and 
that for his Watch-mens Prophets, andGovetnonrs, aswell as for the common 
forn Thy vtfitsmoncomabTboa lhalt (hare in punifliment with them, as thou half 
donemfinne: nettherlhall itlejp theetofay, Our Watch-men wtre in fault: foe 
God will vifit you aU: and his Vification-Artides will bee very ftnftandcri- 

, iv ?’ r ^ WipUn 3 They fhall be fo intrieated.and intahgled ■ fo en- 

foared and enfnarled, as that they lhall not know which way to turn them. Thev 
lhall be in as great a diftrefle as Ifrael was at the red-fca Exod. 14 , orasrh. 

Jews at shafhan were, when the decree was gone out for their utt* deftruftion 
£fih IJ. orzsMaaafhms, when taken by the Afjriae, among die thorfs he’ 
was bound with fetters, and carried to Babylon, 2 Chron. 3 3.11. ’ 

a • A^c'- S '? r ^l e ^ 4 P iend ^ f riends ( faid ^ates )‘thereis no friend: 

And a friend is a changeable creature, faith Another: all in changeable colours as , - , ■ „,' 

eu Z r’tr 1 cl,ange ? as , raoved - l many friends are not more rXMmZ 

, fickle then falfe, like deep ponds cleer at the top, and all muddy at thebottome. 

Fedeeeg.i fedem-mde. Try before you truft: andwhenyon have tried your ut- 
moft, truft not over-ffirre, left you cry out at length, as Queen Elizabeth did In 
,r f J have found treafoa-. or as Julia. Caf.r, when ftabb'd by Brutus among 
others. What thou my fonne Brutus f Hewasflainin the Senate-houfe, with 23. 

1 wounds, given (moft part) by them whofe lives he bad preferred 

Vue ye not eonfidenee ina guide] Poeenei & folleuti eonfililauxilio. Be he *mm. 
never fo potent or politick, beyond thoufand others, as the word importeth: and 
as the people faid to Davtd But now then art north ten thnfandofut, 2 Sam 1*3 
thou art the light of Ifrael, thou art thc breath of our noftrils: fo that if thou mi f. 

” 7 ’ r r 0UC ° , r la ?' t A " notwithftanding, Princes are”ot 

to be crafted, Vfal. 62. 7. andi.8. 8,9. and ,46. 3. for either they may^or 
their a*a.ons may die; all their golden thoughts may perilh. Great mens words, 
them ° ’ arC ‘ kC d ” d mi:nS ftl00es: hie ma y g? hare-foot that waiteth for 

Kerr, the *"••{*>. mouth from her that litth in thy bofim] from thy wife 
thine ammo, called the wsfeef thy bofomo, becaufe Ihe Ihould beis dear umoThee 
as the heart in thy bofom. Be not too open-hearted to her, left ftie tell all, as S.tm- 

R / Zr f Wr°flM^"l‘’ < ‘ n ”, ho 1 d,:c ‘ ar ! d allthe lecretsof Cneiur, a noble ieU.Cetb 

Roman her foolilh lover. A fool telleth all, faith Solomon, Vrov.za.it he is as “nor.. 
little able to keep, as to give counfel. He is full of chinks, and leaks every way : the 
doors of his mouth are fe d«me kept Ihut: you may know him by hisgapino- 
fools are called by Artftofhanes, and Lucian, Gapers. But a wile P man 

' ke ^P etb m m till afterwards, P rots. 29.11. Tacitus he holds to be the beft Hiftorian- 

Br^? ! thatTr U h h J' t ' 3 ia rid 1 did l P/'f 39- andasthe Poets fain of 

wffdome h rod . H a g° lden bridle put upon him by Minerva, their goddeffe of 
Wtfdome. God and Nature have taught us by thefite of the tongue in a mans 
mouth to mke heed to tt, and to keep the doors of if: and when all’s done to prav 
God to keep that door, PfaLi^i.^. The tongue isever in udo i n a moifture -^buc 
yet tied by the roots that it may not ftirre out of place ; It is alfo guarded with a 

holTtto°for an'bracle a , CW0 ' 1CaVCd ° f lipS ’ wllich we carefully keep, and 
Sifapis, arcane vinarecondc cado. 

vilifiethhim Thic ‘ l comes Nebulo) turpttudwc ajfcit befpatles him, 

S r This is monftrous wickednefle, Mai. i. 6. and a furefigoethedevil 
miSS h‘s limbs in aman that is thus unnatural!, fierce, traiteroul h^dy high 
^ “Retold °f thefe dregs of times, thefe laft andworftdaye 
both by our Savour, Mat. io. 21, and likewife by St. Paul, 1 ! Tim i ff... 

Such 
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Such a Tonne was He, who when his father complained, that never father had lb 
PhUMIjS tate undutifull a child as he had : Tes, faid his Tonne, ( with leffe grace rhen wit) my 
grandfather had. Such a fonne was Ham , and Abfalom , and Amid a, fon of Mx- 
Turk.bift.74S. l'*§ es King of Tmes, who call bis father out of his Kingdom, and put out his eyes: 

and Henry, eldeft fonne to our Henry 2. who rebelled againft his father, and died 
Speed. before him of a fever, and a flux, with excoriatiation of the bowels: And laftly 

Coalmans. Adolphus Egmcfndanus, who imprifoned his own father fix yeers, for no Other 

caufe but for living To long; and keeping him from the Dukedome of Gelder - \ 
land. 

The daughterrifeth up againft her her mother ] As Mr. Fox mentioned], fome that 
witnefled againft their own parents here in Maries dayes: and were a means of 
their Martyrdome. 

A mans enemies are the men of his oWn houfe ] ' See Mat. 10. 36. with the Note 
and take our Saviours counfel there ; Be ye wife as ferpents, innocent as doves-, but 
beWare of men, yea of the men of your own houfe. 

Fide Deo foli: mortali fidito nulls : v 
Fallunt merit ales: fallere Java necjuir. 

Vcrfe 7. 7 herefore will I lool^ unto the Lord ] Therefore : inafmuch as there is no 
faith nor fair-dealing amongft men, I Vaill loot unto the Lord ; look wifhlyand in¬ 
tently, as a watch-man in his watch-tower doth look as farre as ever he can fee on 
every fide. I alfowill lift up mine eyes unto thofe hills of heaven, from whence 
cometh my help, Pfal. 121.1. I will, pray and loot up, Pfal.5.3. I will keep dofe 
. communion with the Lord, and by faith commit the keeping of my foul to him in 
well-doing, as unto a faithfull Creatour, 1 Pet. 4.19. This I will do: and yet more 
then this. 

3 will wait for the God of my falvation] If he tarry, I will wait for him: be- 
Re 10 caufe he will furelycome, he will not tarry, Hah. 2. 3. This is the voice of faith: 

& 14.12. ’ an£ * h ere is the f aith p at *cnce of the Saints. God fomecimes lies off and ftayes 
VfaJ.119. long • even till our eyes even fail with looking for his falvation ; and all to try 
what we will do : as Samuel tried Saul, who becaufe he ftayed not out his juft time, 
loft his kingdom. D avid waited for for the kingdom ; anthhad it not, till he had 
. learned to quiet and behave himfelf as a child weaned of hu mother, Pfal. 151.x. 
Thofe in Efther waited for deliverance : and had it not, till almoft. forfaken of their 
hopes. I have waited for thy falvation, O Lord , faith dying Jacob : and I Will wait 
C«n.4 9 * for the God of my falvation, faith our Prophet here, fora prcfidenttoallthegobd 
fouls of his time. Let us but confider our diftance from God in worth and degree; 
together with our dependance upon him, our undone condition without him, how 
long he waited for us, how he hath hitherto helped, us, as 1 Sam. 7.12. and now 
Joh.13.7. f eems co unto us, as he did once to Peter, fVhat / do, thou knoWeft not now, but 
thoujhalt know hereafter • and we (hall be content to wait, as here, and to fay. 

My God will hear me ] According to my faith, and his own faithfulnefle. ’ The 
whole force of faith confifteth in this, faith Luther, ZJt t/uu bene appliret prontb 
Luth.in Cali, mina, that a man will apply pronounes: that he can fiducially fay. My God : and, 
will hear me. Were it not for this word of pofleffion mine, the devil mightfay the 
Creed to as good purpofe as we. He beleeveth there is a God, and a Chrift , and 
fuch a Chrift, as is there deferibed: but that which torments him is, he can fay my, 
to never an Article of the Faith. Time was, when Clin ft heard the devil bagging 
that he might enter into the fwine: but he could not fay. My God hath heardme. 
Let us fecurc our intereft in God: let us individuate Chrift, and appropriate him to 
our feives, by a particular faith, and then all (hall be well with us. 

Verfe 8. Rejoyce not againft me, O mine enemy ] Here's the triumph of frith, in 
the fail of outward comforts, in the middeft of the worlds infultations and irrifions. 
JVe Uteris de me. O daughter of Babylon that art to be deftroyed, thou that art 
•vittrix gentiumeaptiva vitiorum ( as Auftin faid of Rome in her pride ) thou that 
for prefent carrieft the ball upon the foot, and none can come neer thee : Rejoyce not 
againft me, as forlorn and hopelefle: fay not. This is Zion the ontcaft , whom no man 
Jcr.30.17. feeketh after , For affure thy felf,The right hand of the Lord will change all this,and 

tlebile 
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Flebileprincipium meliorfortuna fequetur. - - 

- ivhenl fall, Ifhall arifej Becaufe fall I never folow, Xcannot.fall below the 
fupporting hand of God, which will help me up againeP/a. 37. 24. The wick¬ 
ed fall and never rife 8. 14, they (hall drink of the cup of Gods wrath and 
be drunken, and Jpue, and fall, and rife no more Jer. ay. 27. their carcaflW fhall 
fall as dung upon the opeu field, and as the handfull after the harveft-man, and * 
none fhall gather them Jer. 9. 22. This is fearfall. If Human fall before Morde- 
■caithe Jew, he fhall not eafily flop, or ftep back. Efth. 6. 13. A.Jew may fall 
beforea Perftan and get up and .prevaile. But if a fyrfian or other perfccutor 
begin to* fall before a Jew, he can neither flay, nor rife. There is an invifible 
hand of Omnipotency that ftrikes in for his own, and confounds their oppofites. 

When l fit in darknefe , the Lord /hall be a light unto me] He can lighten the grea- 
teft darknefle: as he did the dungeons to the Martyrs. From the delectable Or- AlisH mu 
chard of the Leonine dungeons fo Algerius an ItalianMartyr dated his heavenly 857! 
Epiftle. Iam now in the Bifhop of Londons Colc-houfc ( faith Mr. PhiLpot) a 
dark and ugly prifon as any is about London : but my dark body of fin hath well 
deferved the fame: and the Lord now hath brought me into outer darknefle, that 
I might be the more lightned by him: as he is moft prefent with his children in 
the middeft of darknefle. And in his letter to the Lady Fane, I thank the Lord 
faith He, Iam not alone,but have fix other faithfull companions, who in our Ikl66 
darknefle do cheerfully fing hymnes and praifes to God for his great goodnefR 
Wc are fo joy full, thatlwifh you part, of my joy & c. The pofy of the city of 
Geneva ftampfid round about their mony was formerly out of lob,Poft tenebras fbero 
lucem. After darknefle I look for light. But, the Reformation once fettled'amongft 
them, they changed it into Voft tenebras lux. Light after darknefle. Like as the SeuItet - Aana h- 
Saxon Princes, before they became Ghriftians, gave for' their armes a black horfc • r 
but being once baptized, a white. 3 

. Verfe 9. I will beare the Indignation of the Lord, becaufe I have finned againft “** * 
him] The Church had finned, and God was angry with her. So Zech. r. 12. 

Efay 57. 17. Whatmeane then the Antinomians to tell us that Godisneveran- 

gry with bis people, for their foule and flagitious praaifes, no not with a fatherly . . 

angcrPnor chaftifeth them for the fame, no not, fo much as with a fatherly cliaftize- Virg '^ md ' 
menc? Is not this? contra Solem mingereP Godlinefle is on target againft aflliftion. 

Blind Nature fa wthis. 

- nec te tua plurima, Pentheu, 

Labentem texit pietas -- 

Onelyithelpes to patient the heart under afflidion by eonfidering 1. That it is the 
Lord. 2. Thar, a man fuff,ers for his fin j as the penitent theef alfo oonfcfled Luk. 

23. 41.^ 3. Thattherodof thewicked fhall not lie long upon the lot of the rightc- 
r ous. to onxgfy Say we then, every one with David, I know that thy judge* 

ipcnts are right, and thou haftaiHifted me juftly, Pfal. 119. 75. yea in very 
faithfulneffe haft thou done it, that thou mighteft be true to my foule. And with 
that Noble pu-pleffy, who when he had loft his onelyfon, a gentleman of great 
hopes ( which was the breaking of his mothers heart) quieted himfelf with theftf 
Words of David, I was ftlentand fatd no word,becaufe thou Lord diddeftit. See pr 1 
my Love-tokens pag. 145.145. & c . It fhall be our wis dome in aft! i&ion to look ° 

to God, and to reflect upon our fins, taking his part againft our feives .* as a Phyfi- 
cian obferves which way nature workes, and hclpes it. 

until he plead my caufe~\ A6 a faithfull Patron, and powerfull Avenger : for 
though it be juft in God that IfufFcr, yet it is unjuft in mine enemies, who fhall 
Ihortly be foundly paid for their infolencies, and cruelties. 

he Will bring me forth to the light 1 He will difcloud thefe gloomy dayes, and in his 
light Ifhall fee light. b 3 ■ 

1 fhall behold his righteoufnefie] that is, his faithfulnefle in fulfilling his Prbmifc 
of deliverance in due time, Meane-whilc I will five upon reverfions, live by faith 
and think to make a good living of it too. All the wayes of God to his people arc 
- mercy and truth Pfa. 25. 10. this is a foul-fatisfying place offeripture indeed. All 

K k * they 






aAn Expofetion on 


Chap * 


Pfil.5i.i8. 


the paflages of his providence to them, are not onely mercy but truth and righteouf- 
nefle: they come to them in a way of a promife: and by vertue of the Covenant 
wherein God hath made himfelf a voluntary debter to them* i Job. 1.9. 5 

Verfe 10. Then {be that is mine enemy flialt fee it &c. ] Not onely (hall I behold 
his righteoufneffe (asbefore) but mine enemy (hall fee it, and feel it too, to her fmall 
comfort. They fhali fee ft when *tis too late to remedy it: as they fay* the Mole 
never opens her eyes, till pangs of death are upon her. 

And fame psall cover her , ] when lhe (hall fee that thou haft /hewed me a token 
for good ; that thou haft holpen me, and comforted me, F fa/. 86.17. 

Vehicb faid unto me, Where is the Lord thy God.? ] So laying her religion in her 
difli, whereby God became interefted in her caufe, and concerned in point of honor 
to appear for her. The Church is no lefle beholden to her enemies infolencies for 
help, then to her own devotions: for God will right himfelf, and her together. See 
Joel. 2,17. with the Note. - M 

Mine eyes {ball behold her'] 'and feed upon her mifery, no^as mine enemy, but as 
Gods: nor out of private revenge, but out of zeal for his glory. 

Noty {hall {be be trodden down, as the mjre oftbe ftreets J Erie infra omnes iffimos*. 
(he (hall be as mean as may be. Nineveh that great city,- is now a little town of 
fmall trade; Babylon is nothing elfe but a fcpulcure of her felf. Thofc four Monar¬ 
chies that lb heavily oppreffed the Church, are now laid in the duft, and live by 
fame onely.- fo (hall the Romilh Hierarchy, and Turkifh Empire. All Chrifts 
■ enemies (hall (hortly be in that place that is fitted: for them - fc. under his feet 
as was before noted: he will dung his Church with the carcaftes of all thofe wilde 
boars, and buls of Ba(han,that have trod it down. 

Verfe 11. I» the day that thy W alls are to be built ^ In the type , by Nchemiah 
chap. 3. who did the Work with all his might: and having a ready heart, made rid¬ 
dance, and good difpatch of it. In the truth, and fpiritually, when the Gofpehvas 
to be preached to every creature , and a Church colluded of Jews and Gentiles. The 
Church is in the Canticles faid to be a. garden enclofed : (uch as hath a wall about 
it, and a well within it. Cant. 4.12. See the Note there. God will be favourable 
in his good pleafure unto Zion, and build the walls of Jerufalem. His fpiric alfo will 
fetup a ftandard, in his Saints, againft ftrong corruptions and temptations: and 
make them more then eonquerours, even Triumphers , Efay 59. 19. Horn. 8.37. 
2 Cor. 2. 14. 

In that day {ball the decree be farre removed ] That decree of the Babylonian/, 
forbidding the building of the Temple and City, fhali bereverfed : and thofe fia- 
tutes that were not good, ( given them by Gods permifiion, bccaufe they had defpifed 
his ftatutes, Enek.. 20. 24,25. ) fhali be annulled, and removed farre away. Some 
read it, In that day {hall the decree go farre abroad, and interpret it, by PJ.il.2.7 8.' 
of the dodrine of the Gofpel. ■ 

Verfe 12. In that day alfo be fhali come even to thee from A{fyria ] To thee^ Teru- 
falem, in the Type,i hall recourse be had from all parts,as if thou wertthe chief city 
of the. world. ( Pliny faith, that in his time (he was the moft famous of all the cities 
of theEaft: and Titus himfelf is faid to have wept at the laft dcftru&ion of it by 
his fouldiers, whom he could not reftrain from firing the Temple) Tjo the nc\\> Je- 
rufalem,the Church of the New Teftament, in the Amity pet from whence the Gofpel 
was fent out to every creature which is under heaven , Col. 1 .2 3. and whereunto people 
of ail forts flowed, and many nations came, Mtc. 4.1^2. with higheft acclamations, 
moft vigorous affections, and utmoft indeavours beftowing themlelves upon the Lord 
^Chrift, ASI.z.q.&cc^ Jerufalem, in the Hebrew tongue, is of the dttdll number • in re¬ 
gard of the two parts of the city, the upper and the nether town'. Or, ( as the Cab* 
lifis give the reafon) in regard of a twofold Jerufalem, the heavenly and the earthly: 
and the taking away of the earthly, they lay, was dignified, by .the taking away of 
' £ be letter jod out ojjerufalajim, 2 Sam. 5.13. But Jerufalem which is above is free, 
firme, and full; the aefolatc (once fo) having many more children then fie that hdfhan 
husband , Gal- 4. 26,27. the Lord of Hops alfo doth b/e{fe, faying, fas a Father 

to them all) Bleffedbe Egypt my people, and A/fyria the ivcrfofm) hands, and I fad 
mine inheritance, Efay 19.23,24,25. 

and from the fortrejfc) even to the river] i. e. from all bounds and borders of the 
. land 
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land, yea of the world (P (al. 89. 12. Tabor and Hermon are put for the Eaftand 
Weft parts of the World ) (hall people come in to the New Jerufalem, which hath 
twelve gates : On the Eaft three gates, on the North three gates, on the South three 
gates, and on the Wefl three gates,Kev.zi .12,13. See the Note there. 

Verfe 13- Nottyithftandwg the land {hall be deflate ] Underftand it, not of the 
land of Caldea, as A lapide doth ; but of J udea, which muft be defolated before the 
coming of Chrift in the flefti. And this is here foretold. 1. Left the impenitent 
by mifapplying the former promifes, (hould dream of impunity, ( ftculi latitia ed 
impunita neyaitia ) and 2. Left the godly, becaufe of this deflation (hortly to en- A* 
fue, (hould defpair of the former promifes. 

Becaufe of them that dwell therein , for the fruit of their doings'] What their do¬ 
ings were, and what the fruit thereof, fee Ier. 9. 3, 4, 5,&c. & 12,13, 14,15, i6. 

This Prophet could not but tell them of both, though hee had fmall thank for his 
love and labour .- even as little as Mofes had of that perverfe people in the wilder- 
nefie. His fervice among the Jews was in fome fenfc like that of ManliusToryuatus 
among the Romans : who gave it over, faying Neither can I bear their manners nor 
they my government, leremy once thought to have done fo, chap. 20.9. hut might 
not. He lived to fee this prophecy of Micah fulfilled: and was afterwards carried 
down to Egypt by his ungratefull countreypien ; where alfo(for a reward of his 41. 

1 years uncefiant pains in the Miniftery as a Prophet) they ftoned him to death, who Bncbolc. 
had been a brazen wall to his countrey, ejufyue commodis adaugtndis status and a cbrono1 ' 
common blefling. 

Verfe 14. Feed thy people with thy rod ] Rule them with thy Scepter or feed 
them with thy pedum paftorale, thy (hepherds-rod, or ftaffe, PfaL 23.4. This 
fay fome, is the fpeech of God the Father, to God the Son. Or,(as othersjof God 
to the Minifters and Paftours, charging them to take heed to his flock, and to feed 
his Church. But it feemeth rather to be a prayer of the Chriftian Church ( feeing 
the ruine of thejewilh Synagogue) that Chrift (the chief Shepherd ) would do 
all good offices for his poor people, feeding them Voith his rod, that is, with his word 
and Spirit,guiding them with his eye, Pfal. 32.8. leading them in the way everlaft- 
ing, Pfal. 139.24. left, fcduced by their own lufts, or other mens evil lives they 
(hould any way mifearry. * 3 

the fiock_of thine heritage'] Thofe poor of the flock. , Zach. it. 7. that hear his 
voice and followhim, John 10. 3,4-5,27- being holy, harmlefTe, tradable, fociable 
patient, profitable as (hcep ; which have wooll for raiment, skin for parchment fle(h 
for meat, guts for mufick, &c. Such (hall go in and out, and find pafrure , Joh. i 0.9. 
pafture that will breed life, and life in more abundance, verfe 10. See Pfal. 23! 

1,2,3, &c. Davids Paftorall: where he aflurech himfelf, as a (licep of Chrifts he¬ 
ritage , that hee (hall have all things needfull for life and godline fie : And fo 
may every poor Chriftian, grounding his faith upon the Covenant, Ezekiel 
34.25,28. 

Vohich dweUeth flitarily in the wood'] Sleepeth in the woods, Ezek.. 34.25, 
where they meet with many a brulh, yea many a bruife, verfe 28. where they walk 
in dark and dangerous paths, even in the valley of the Jhadew of death, P(hl. 23. 4, 
of the darkeft fide of death, of death in its moft horrid and hideous reprefentations. 

Feed them therefore ; fence them with thine omnipotent arm, bear ihem in thv bo- 
fom, fee to their fafety. } 

Let them feed in Ba{han and Gilead] Not bite upon the bare ground,but feed plea- 
fantly, plentifully : feed among the lillies , frequent alfo the foddering places, turn to 
theunder-ftiepherds, the Minifters, and fo return to the Arch-(hepherd and Bi(hop 
of their fouls,followmg the Lamb wherefoever he goeth ; who will teach them many 
things, and that out of deepeft compaflion. Mar. 6. 34. who will alfo fiew them 
great ana. mtghty things, that they kneVo not, Jer. 33.3. ' 

as tnthe dayes of old ] As thou waft with the Church of the Old Teftament 
io be not wanting to that of the New: but feed them according to the integrity of 
thine heart and guide them by the skilf nine(fc of thine hands, Pfal. 78. 72? pull 
them out of the Lions mouth, feek them up when loft, tend them, handle them, 
heal them, warn them, drive them as they can go, beating the lambs in thy bo- 
lome, Efay 40^ Do for them, a$ thou haft ever done for thy people informer 
K k 2 ages. 
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ages. So we thy people, and (heep of thy pafture will give thee thanks for ever * 
we will fhew forth thy praife to all generations Pfa. 79. 13. 

VerJ f 15. According to the dayes of thy camming out of the land of Eryptl Here’s 
a prelent and full anfwer to the churches prayer : fo ready is the Lord ro fulfil) c fi e 
defires of the righteous. It is but Ashland Have : and they are worthily miiera- 
, bl?, that will not make themfeives happy by asking. The lunirn of Chrifts anfwer 
is this: As I led J ofeph like a flock out of Egypt thorough the wiiderneffc ; and 
fed them there daily and daintily, with Angels food ( never was Prince U> ferved 
in his greateft pomp ) fo will IJhcW thee marvelous things at Babylon, and brin^ thee 
thence with a mighty hand E^ek, 20. 34. to make mec a glorious Name £/a. Cx 
I4.and both thefe deliverancesfhall be amoft cei taine type of thy ipirituall redempl 
tion by Chrift. Loe thus will I do for thee as ituhe d^yesof old ver. 14. and 
jf Confc minC anl '' ver Cilre ti»em defiderif give thee riot only the drjtre of thine 

lib 5 dp. 8 hcart > buc thegc^nefi of thy /ipps Vfi. 2 1. 2. letit be to thee even as thou wilt Mar 
J 5- r *9, 

ferfe 16. The nations /ballfee and be confounded j Confidcnng how I have de- 
feated and befooled them; how I have made all their might to inelr, and moulder- 
they Hull Hand amazed, and be ma;ie a common table-talk ; as Heljba^nr and the 
Babylonians were, when Cyrus ( Gods fci var.t) fiiddflnly hi ake in upon them and 
fur prized their city, which they held infupcrablc: and as the Hc,.rh.:n Emperours 
of Rome were, when the Chriftians, under the conduct of Cor (famine, carried it 
againft them. 

they Oj all lay their hand upon their mouth} Be ffj tick dumb, as if they had (ecn 
Mcdufa’s head : ^ they fhall not be able to contrsdkft the G .fpdl, or to hinder the 
p: ogrefle of it. Vale ns the Arrian Emperou comming upon B ,;7/ } while he was 
in holy duties, with an intent to do him hurt, was not only fiicnad, but fo tern¬ 
s’ Bafil , jj ed ’ thathc reeled and had fallen, had he not been upheld by thole that wee with 

their cares psall be deaf] With the fudden burfting forth of Gods wonderful! 
and terrible works, faith Mr. Diodate. 

. •. t' et f c 1 7 - They ptall lick, the dufi like a firpent] that is, t>c reduced not only 
• to extreme hunger and penury, but to utmoft viiity and bafenefle of condition, fo 
as to lick the very duft. And whereas it is added hke a f, - pent , he puts them in 
mind of that old malcdiftion Gen. 3. and gives them to know, that as, like that 
old for pent, they have lifted thcmfclvcs up againft God, fo will God calf them 
down again to the condition ofl'erpents, and abafe them to the very duft. Sec Pfi. 

. 22. 30 and 72. 9. E/. 49. 23. 

they pjall move out of their holes like formes ( or creeping things ) of the earth’] 
They fhall tumultuate, and beallonan huddle, as ants arc when their molehill is 
thrown up with a fpade. The Hebrew word imports great commotion and buflle . 

they ptall be afraid of the Lord our God , and Oj all fare bccaufc of thee 1 O God, 
or O Church, terrible as an army with banners. Impiety triumpheth in profpericy, 

, trcmblcth in adverfity : and contrarily, faith holy Greenham Since the fall, wc 
tremble before God, Angels, and good men. What have I to do with thee, 
thou man of God (laid She ) Arc thou come to call to mind my fin and to kill my 
fon? At the fiegeof Mountabove in France, the people of God within the wals, 
ever before a fally lang a Pfalme: with which holy praftife of theirs, the enemy 
comming acquainted, when they heard them finging would fo quake and tremble, 
Spte. belli faV cr y mg they come, they come, as though the wrath of God had been breaking out 
28a, upon them. 

Verfe 18. Who isaGod like unto thee ? ] No God furely ( whether fo reputed 
or deputed', whether heathen deities, heavenly Angels, or earthly Rulers ) can 
compare with our God, or come neare him, for pardoning of fin. Indeed none 
can do it at all but He • as the blind Pharifees l a wand could fay. Men may par¬ 
don the trefpafle, but God alone the tranfgrcflion. But lay, they'could do fomc- 
thing that way : yet nothing like our God: who maketh his power appear to 
be great Num . 14. iy in pardoning fuch offences as no God orman befides would 
pardon. Sec Jer. 3. 1. Neh. 9. 31. he forgiveth iniquity, tranfgreffion and 
fin EaW. 34. <5, y s thacisi all fores of fins, to all forts of finners without excep¬ 
tion, 
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tion. Mat. it. 31. This is the expreffe letter of Gods covenant, which we 
ought not either to obliterate, or to interline; but to'fceleeve it in the full lati¬ 
tude and extent. We arc apt to caft Gods pardoning-grace into a mould of our 
own; and to meafure it.by our modell. But againft this we are cautioned 
Jfai. 55. 8. God muft be magnified in our thoughts, his quarters there enlarged, 
h gh and honourable conceptions are to be had of him: or clfe w e wrong him 
no leffethen we fhould do a King, by refpefting and receiving.htm no other wife 
then we would do another ordinary man: He is fet forth here, as a God imparal- 
lell, and that nor without an interrogation of gdmirarion, OI who is a God 
like unto thee ? Thy mcijcy is matchleffe, thy grace aboundeth even to an over¬ 
flow. 1 Tim. 1. 14. it is more then exceeding, it hath a fuperpleonafme , faith 
thcApoftle there. Surely as the Sea fwallowes up hugeft rocks, andasthcSun Vctn - 
fcattereth greateft mifts : fo doth He pardon enormities as well as infirmities, and 1 
blottcth out the thick cloud as well as the- cloud I fa. 44. 22. His mercy re joyceth j 

againft, ox glorieth over judgment: and is ready to fay of a great (inner indeed am ' 

r- Jamdignus vinditc nodus: 

The more defperate the difeafe is, the greater glory redoundeth to him that cureth 
it. Our Saviour gat him a glorious name by curing incurable difeafes: and gained 
grcateftloveby franckly forgiving Mary Magdaleus and others fins, which were' Luk. 7.42,47^ 
many and mighty, ox bony as the Prophets word fignifies Amos y. 12. Adams 
Apoftacie, Noahs drunkenneflc, Lots toceff Davids blood-guilcineffc, Manaffeh 
his idolatry and witch-craft, Peters thrice denying and abjuring his matter, Pauls 
blafphcmy and perfecution : All thefe fins and blafphemies have been forgiven to 
the ions of men : neither can they commit more then he both can and will remit 
to the penitent. Note this againft Novatus that proud heretick: and ftrive againft 
that natural! Novatianifme , that is in thetimerous conlcienceof convinced finners, 
to doubt and queftion pardon for fins of Apoftafie, and falling aftdr repentance, f 
and to fay as thofe tlribcleevers of old, Can the Lord prepare a table for us in the 
wilderneffe? So, Can he forgive fuch and fuch iniquities fo oft reiterated ? This 
is a queftion, no queftion: what cannot our God do in this kind, who pardoneth 
fin naturally E xod. 34. 6. ( and therefore freely as the Sun fhineth, or as the 
> Fountaine caftcth out waters ) who doth it alfo abundantly Ifai. 55. 7. multiply¬ 
ing pardon? as faft as we multiply fins; and laftly, Conftantly, Pfal. 130. 4. lob. 

1. 27. Inch. 13.1. It is hisper petuall aift: and it fliould be as a perpetual pifture 
in our hearts- We fhould go on our way toward heaven, as Sampf m did toward his 
, parents, feeding on this hony-comb. 

that pardoneth iniquity] Hcb : that taketh are ay ^ ftieere away, non ne ft, fed 
1 ueobpt, not ftnitftlf, but the guilt of it; the damning and domineering power 
of it: this David callcth the iniquity of his fn : and faith that this God forgave 
him Pfal . 32. 5. pronouncing himfelf and all fuch happy as are fo dealt with 
•verfe 1.2. 

andpafethby the tranfgreffion] Heb: Pajfeth over it , taketh no notice of it, 
as a man in a deep mufe, or as one that hath haft of bufinefle, feeth not things afore 
him: his mind being upon another mattes:, he negletts all elfe befides that. As 
,David when he faw mMephiboP>cth the feature of his friend Jonathan, took no no¬ 
tice of his Iameneffc, or any other defeftor deformity: foGod beholding in his 
people the image of his fon, winks at all faults, that he might foon find in them. 

That which Cicero faid flatteringly otCafar, is truly affirmed of God, Nihil obli- 
vifei folet prater injurias , He forgetteth nothing but the wrongs that are daily 
done him by his • and as ft is faid of our Henry 6 . that he was of that happy memo- 
ry,that he nevetforgat any thing but. injury &c. Cohere. 

of the remnant of hie heritage] Not of all, but of thofe poor few that confefle 
andforfake their fins Pro. 28. 13 • and in whofe (pirit there is no guile Pfa . 32. 2. that 
are mortified perfons jRoot. 11. 26. with.E/ty 59. ao. Icisa priviledge proper to 
the Communion of Saints. , 

ht 
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he retatneth no, hu angtr for m] Angry he may be, andte^ThU^r 
A / 57 ; I 7 -, ycahc 0 ras V ^Stance of,he invonttonsoi thofe wbomhS 

pardoned, Efal. 99 .8. Kmporall vengeance I mean-: buck foon repenteth 

far /-«•«»«; and a little pnnifliment ferveth cum for a great offtnre Z" 
31 .10,10,2,1. David, ao fooner faid, / have finned, but he heard. The Lord L,h 
taken aftay thy fin, i Saniaii. ^anatts 

to«/r he de Ugh,ethin mercy] And hence he pardoneth iniquity of free-urace 
mremo,», eut of his pure and unexcited love, out of his Philanthropy, and unl 
ferved favour the foie impBlfivecaufe of pardon. What a man delighKth to do,he 
will do howfoever. If the Sun delight „ run hie race, who Ihall ftophim ? ifGoJ 
fo delight in mercy, that he Will faye for his Names fake, and comein wich his Z, 
ebflante, as he doth, P/«/. lo6.8. who, or what Ihall hinder him 3 

her/e 1 9 . He mill turne again, he mill have comp.ffien upon » ] Here’s the pith 
and powci of filth, particularly applying promifes to a mans felf. Say that fin hah 
feparared betwixt us and our God, Efay 59.1. and madehim fend us farre away b- 
to captivity r, yet he will turn again and yern toward us,he will turn again our capti- 
:S e V r T/ mt ’ 1CS r h u Hw companions are more then fatherly, f/al. 103. 
13. mothetly, Efay 49 ry. brotheriy,Hri.2.i2. This the Church knows and there- 
fore cries after tnm. Make haftmjbeloved; and he ,houlife ,0a Roe orteaZn, 
w, . ,cl : . whe " , J behind it, faith the Chaldee Paraphraft therf 

And this that he wi Ido, (he ,s bold to beleeve. He will, he Ml, and that to ,"S 
2 1 *' 1 ”'' Lo ‘ h,s 15 ‘hat work offaith.to wrapit felf in the promifes.asmade 
to us in particular, 1 Tim. i.ij. and unleffe faith be on this fort aftuated iris asto 
comfort, as good as no faith. Compare Mat. 8.26. with Mark. 4.40 * ’ 

He Mlfubdueeur in,y„i,i r ej By force and violence ( as the word fienifiethl 
fubjugabtt peffundabit., conculcabit. Sin is fturdy, and will rehell, whereif cannot 
hath a ftrong heart, and will noteafily yeeld. But yccld it fliall, for God 
wtll fubdue tt. And this is a further favour, ( as every former is a pledge of a 
future J To pardon of finne, God willadde power againft finne : to unification 
by Chnfts merit, fand.fication by his Spirit : he will let out the life-b ood ofTn 

• M Zr ly 12*7To 2 t Wm n Md Sat r With 311 his b “ 

ject jbortiy, Korn. 1 6. 20, He will not onely turn us againe, but turne his 
hand uponus and;^ purge away our drojfe, and tafe *»*, all our time, 
EJay I. 25. In fine, hec will fo mortifie the deeds of the bodv bv his 
Spirit, that finne Ihall no t have dominion over us, Rom 6 . 14. fhall no/plav 

biTfpSteth. he trave " <ha ln0t become the man of ‘be lioufe, « Nathan, fj. 

Andthoumiltcafi an their finne, into the bottom of the foal Where-!, euce they 

SrtX V hLfefe r?d aga dV T !;\ the 1 pro P het 4 an inflating Apofle, 
turneth himfelf to God, and fpeaketh with much confidence. Such is the nature 

dd^^^riTzr 6 ^- and ’ as 1 *** to 

Z**r 33 ‘ I2 ’ I3 > o chap. 34. 10 , and as Dab id did, 1 Cbron. 17 ix, 
tkJeo • m FOvcs Gods promife, and works upon it, ver. 24 25 he S o« 

! -°y ag Ti and J et encroacheth : and the effed was good thap 18 We 
S*!??,® ? U lu W u $ ° f m ? ch ha PP mefl " e by a finfull fhamefacednefle. Let us^ come 
dead on°the fhore. 116 ° SraCC 5 f ° ^ feC ° Ur fins * as lfraei did the Egyptians 

ThwtifT'rZTcZTf 'tT the c Hth t0 « nd the t0 Abraham^ Heh. 
NuTstoCtae 3 ' 1 :!^ “ S ‘o^tooved God to promife, hi^truth 
thine <rt»n hn^yt Ur, a *l j W l 2I / ^ or Words fake, and according to 

debter to his oeoJe he* C thefe things. Having made himfelf a voluntary 
his word but better 5 „ W1 ^ilcome off fairly with them: and not bee worfe.then 
head' to fliew h urV 0 * 1 * C * Yr '^ 1S Paid to have a rainboWe upon his 

fhould blow over tb C ? ccinftant in his promifes, and that tempefts 

S the I oS for S T kie K beC i Cared ‘ p or this is as the waters of Noah unto lee, 
over the earth •* fo hav \ r 3VC ^ w . orn tbat c ^ e waters of Noah fhould no more go 
^ ^ - 1 TTj th3t Iwou,d n0t bc wroth with thee, nor rebuke 

thee. For the mountains /ball depart,^ Efay 54 . 9> 10 . God hath hitlierto kept 

promilc 
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promife with nights and dayes, fer. 3 3 .20,2?. that one Ihall fucceed the other 

therefore much more will he keep promife with his people. 

Which thou haft frrarn unto vj ur fatfarsQ And, in. them 4 to us, by virtue of the 
covenant. So he jpake *ith ns, when he fpake with facob at Bethel* Hof 12.4 and 
that the promifes fworfa to the Fathers of die old Tcftafceiit, belong aifo to us of 
the New. SzcLukf 1.55,73,74. Now, that God fwore at any-time to them, or 
us, hee did jit for our fakes doubtleffe : that by. tWo ymtumahie things , in \ Wich 
tt Was tmpojftble for Cod to lie, wee might have a Jt>cn£ xonfoUtion : who have fled 
for refuge to lay hold upok the hope fet hefote us, Hefi 8. See the Note 
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J^eyfe B burden of Nineveh ~| i.e. The bur demits pro - 

phefie. Seethe Note on Alulae, i.i. It is a burden 
to wicked men to be told of their finnes, and fore¬ 
told of their puniflimencs. To whom we may not 
unfitly apply that of the Civilian, Perqndm durum 
e fis W ft* lex feripta eft. If it be fo tedious to 
hear of it, what will they do to bear it ? Nineveh 
. had fair warning before by arid for prefent, 

the unclean fpint feemed to be cart: out of her : but he returned foon after, with 
[even morfe, as appears by this Prophefie; and.fo their laft ft ate was worfe then the 
former, Mat. 12.45. Their bile half-healed, breaking out again, proved to bethei 
plague of leprofie, Lev. 13. 18, 19, 20. fuch asfliut them out of heaven. God will 
do good to thofe that tire good , and continue fo. But as for thofe that turn a fide un¬ 
to their crooked wayes, ( as all Apoftates do) the Lordjhall lead them forth with the 
workers of iniquity, (as cattle are led to the flaughter, or malefadours to execution) 
but peace fhaU be upon Ifrael. , Pfal. 125 5. 

The book of the Vifion J Or the Epftleofthe Vifton. Hence fome coiled, that 
Nabum went not to Nineveh as Jonah had done ; but fent this prophetical Epiftle 
thither,to let them know what (hould fhortly befall tfem. So Jenny fent an Epiftle 
to Babylon, chap. 29. and Eliab wrote a threatning letter to L-f-orum king of Judah, 
2 C»rc». 2i .i2* before his tranflation to heaven ; and leit it to be fent to him by 
MUfba, or the other Prophets, who durft not fliew themfclves in his prefence • fuch 
was his inlolent cruelty, as J tis conceived. * . 

of Nahum the Elko/bite "] Elkoflj was 9. fmall town in Gui/ee bevond Vethabara, 
as fay Hierom and Darotheus. Here was our Prophet born and'named .'V buw 9 
non fine numine , faith GttMcr ; for Nahum (as Noah) fignificth a Comforter . and 

fo 


Chap. i. the Trophecie of Nahum. ^ 

fo he proved, by this Book of his, both to the ten Tribes now newly carried captive 
by the A {Tyrian Monarch • and alfo to the other two Tribes, who were fhortly after 
befieged by the fame Aftyrian, in the reign of Hevekiah- under whom Nahum 
prophecied. See the Note on Exod. 3.1. 

k erf.. 2. God is jealous [] See the Note on lech. 1. 14. 

and the Lord revengetb, the Lord rcvengeth~] Ashe is Pater miferat ionum, to his 
people, a father of mercies^ and God of confolation: fo to his and their enemies he 
is a mod lure and fevere revenger. Dens ultionum, as David callethiiira, Pfal. 94.1. 

A God of rccompenfes , as Jeremy , chap. 51.56. And when He comes againft a people, 
he ufually takes them to do, when they are at the ftrongeft, and moft confidentas 
Nineveh now was, in the dayes of proud Sennacherib. 

and is furious Heb. and is Mafter of hot wrath : he is all on a light fire, as 
it were, with fierce indignation againft the enemies of his Church : Yet hot fo, 
but that he is Mafter of his anger too - } and doth nothing in it, but what is juft and- 
cquall. Hence the vials of his wrath are faidto be golden vials, Rev.i^. 7. his an- ; 
gcr is holy, his fire is pure, and without fmoak. And this is further declared in the 
following words. -• * - 

The Lord -will take vengeance on bis adverfaries'] Such as feek to thruft him be- 
fidc his throne, that oppofe his worfhip, contemn his word, perfccute his peoplc,fend 
proud meffages after him, laying. We will not have this man to reigne over us: 

Bring hither thofe mine enemies, iaith He, and flay them before me, Luk. 19. 27. As 
for fuch as fin of infirmity, and return to him by repentance, they fhaU not find him 
furious , bi.t gracious, 

and he refervah wrath for his enemies'] Their prefervation for a time, is but a re- 
fervation to that wrath to come. As h'ee precipitateth not his anger, but defers, 
the execution of it, giving menfpace to repent, as he did Jezabel, Rev. 2. fothey 
fttall find that his foi oearance is no quittance j and that 

\ Poena venit gruvior, quo mage tarda venit. 

Verfe 3. The Lord is (loW to anger Slacks he is not, as fime men count JlackneJfe, 
faith St. Peter , but long-f jferring to us-Ward, &c. 2 Epift. 3.9, The devil ftirred 
up the Heathen Poets, to perfwade people, that God either knew not, or cared not 
what was done here below : that he was oft from home, fealfing with the Ethiopi - ^ e 
ans,&c. The Epicures alfo taught the like dodrine : and the Sadduces among the 
Jews, the Manichces among the primitive Chriftians,the Libertines amongft us. But 
they fhaU one day find that God isllow, butfure; that the higher helifteth his 
hand, the harder he will ftrike; the further he draweth his bowe,the deeper will bee 
the wound* 

and great in power ] Keb. Great of power, able to knock down finners in the 
very ad of their rebellion, and to fend them packing to their place in hell. So that 
it is not for want of power that he is fo patient.Lor the Lord our God is God of %ods, 
and Lord of Lords, a great God, a mighty and a terrible ,L>’>t. 10.17. But what need 
we go further then the T^ext, where he is called, they^-sirg God, great in power. And 
that will not at all acquit the Wicked. ] This is the laft letter in his name (that nomen 
majefiativum, as Tcrtullian calleth it, ) Exod. 34. 7. which he will in no wife for-' 
get: as neither muft we. He will not take the wicked by the hand , faith Job , nor wink J°h 8.20. 
at the workers of iniquity, faith David, Pfal. 50.21. but will render a juftrecom- 
pence to every tranfgreliion and difobcdience, faith Paul, Heb. 2.2, A Gad of truth, 
and without iniquity, juft and right is he, Deut. 32 4. 

the Lord hath his Way in the whirlwind, and in the ftorm ~\ The word Suphah here 
rendred whirlwind , begins with a fmall Samech, ad minuendum timorem pits, ne pro- Buxttrf. 
pterea terreantnr, to take off the Saints from their inordinate fears, andtoaflure Tiberias, \6y • 
the wicked, that when the Lord cometli, imminet inde Soph finis & exitium : there 
lhall be an end of them, and an utter deitrudion. As the whirlwind paflfeth, fo is the 
wicked no more : but the righteous is an everlafting foundation,f>oz/.io.25. Or, as 
fome read it. The righteous is the foundation of the World , as firm as the worlds foun¬ 
dation, jc. the earth, which is unmoveable. 

and the clouds are the duft of his feet ]] He walketh upon them as men do upon the 
duft of the earth: he maketh the clouds his charet, and rideth upon the wings of the 

wind. 



zJn Expofetion on Chap.i~ 

VJin&Pfal. 104. 3. See Jfa.6o . 8. and 19. 1. The wickeds happinefle (halltake its 
end furely and fwiftly, as Ezekiel tells them in hisfevench chapter. An end is COme 
is come, is come. s 

Ver. 4. He rebuketh the fen and maketh it dry'] He had (hewed what wonders 
God can do in the ayre. Now he tclleth, what he doeth in the water and in 
the earth. And it is well obferved by an Interpreter, that when the Prophets 
Tamn. fpeak of God, they do for raoft part imitate the exprdlions of M ofes that moft 
fevere law-giver* and allude to his hiftory ; to (hew,that by the law is the know¬ 
ledge of fin, Rom. 3. 20. without which the ftony hearts of men melt not, that 
the promife of the gofpell may relifh fweetly with them Pfal. 19. 10, n. The 
word here rendreth He rebdketh importeth, that God ratcch and rattleth the Sea 
verborum pedumque ftrepitu with fuch a voice and other noife, as caufeth fright 
and flight. The Sea faw it and fled, Jordan was driven back., what ailed thee O 
thou Sea that thou fleddejt &c. Pfal. 114. 3, 5. The waters fate thee, O God * the 
Waters fare thee, they were afraid ; the depths alfo were troubled Pfal. 77. id $ ec 
Exod. 14. ai. Pfal. 78. 14. and 66 . 6. and 136. 1 6. and ic6. 9. This is 
not in the power of any man to do ; though Xerxes vainely attempted fomtfcing 
when he wafted two millions of men oyer the He lie front , and, for battering his 
bridge of boates, caufed it to be beater, with 300. (tripes, aud caft a pair of b fet- 
ters into it, to make it his prifoncr. - Bntto how fowll purpofe all this, together 
with his digging through Jfthmus , his drinking up rivers with his army and the 
like, it well appeared, when he was forced to fly bacK cut of Greece in a poor 
fifhersboat, which being overburdened bad funk all, if the Per/F^wj by thecafling 
away themfelves, had not faved the life of their king, The fiery of Cannua the 
Dane, ( fomtimes king of England ) is well known* He was told by a Court-Pa- 
rafite that all things in his dominions were at his bccl: and command. Canutus 
(to confute him ) caufed a chair to be fet on the fca-fhorc ; wherein being fet he 
faid to the fea flowing faft toward him. Thou belonged to me, and the iand upon 
which I now fit is mine own, neither is there any whofoever that ob-yes me not 
(hall cfcape unpunilhed. I command thee therefore thou lea, that thou come up 
no higher into my land ; nor prefumeft once to wet thy matters or garments. 
But the Sea, keeping his ordinary courfe, without duty or reverence v/aficd 
both his legs and gown. He then leaping back faid. Let ak the inhabitants of the 
Mem timing- world know, that the power of kings is frivolous and vainc ; neither is there 
t»n. any mortall man worthy the name of a king, but he to v/oofe beck heaven earth 

and fea by his lawes, eternally are obedient. Neither did Canutus after this time 
weare a crown; but fet it upon the Crucifix according to the fuperftition of 
therfe times; thereby acknowledging it to be a royalty proper to Chrift alone 
to rebuke the (urges of the fea, and to fay unto th em Peace, and be ft ill, Luk. 4 24. 
Afar* 4.39. 

and drierh up all the rivers ] As he did Jordan I of 4 2 King. 2. Clrreth 1 King; 

17.7. the great river Euphrates Rev. 16 .12. See the Note there. See allb Plm not . 
bifl. 1. 2. cap. 85. and 103. * 

Bafban languifttcih and Carmel , and the flower of Lebanon lamuifheth~\ all the 
beauty ofthoie fertile and pfeafant places fadeth. When the earth bearethfruit 
and flowers, (he is (aid to yccld her ftrengtb, to bring forth her increafc: as when 
through drought or othervftfe (he doth rot, (he is iaid to languifh and hang the 
head. See lot. 1.1 o. 22. If the Eclipfi of the Sun caufe a drooping in the whole 
frame of nature, how much more the wrath and vengeance of G od ? 

Ver. The mtuntames qua\c at him, and the hills melt] Though vallies andlow 

places are alfo liable to earthquakes: as Antioch often, Ferrara in Italy An. Don., 
gjm.j r i_,„ }^J^‘ an ^ 1 S 7 J* yet hiil-countreys much more : be caufe there are more 
ml. holes and cavernes. See Pfal. 29. c. and 144. 4. Zach. 14. 4, 5. Inthcyeere 

1018. Aug. 25. Pletirs a town in Rhetia was overwhelmed by a hill, which, 
with a moft fwift motion oppreft 1500* men. So that village aforementioned in 
Pehn f [mi. ? c ^® ut1Cr y of Bern, that was oyer- covered by a hill in an earthquake : to the de- 
ftruction ot 50. families. All this and that which followethis allcdgcd here,to (hew 
how eafily God can overturn the AJfyrian greatnefle. 

and the earth is bum at his preface] Viz. by his fire from heaven, as Sodom, 

and 
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ahdby other his lan^derolatmg judgments, ( that once fertile no^T 

barren country ) Greece , Afm {p nee to flouriftiing) Germdnf, Ireland &c. do at this 
day grpne under G*d tiirnethttfruitful land into barrenrtfe, fa the WickcdnefTe of 
them that dwell therein. Pfdl. 1O7.34. . . " J 

yet the World and all thtt dwcll therein] gua ynidcrh fat mira, fed tahtenvera 
diftrik potenna effetta. Wreked men, Btfidcs what thriy here ftffer fhall one . Tarf,sn > 
day give an adebunt of what tniy.have done in the bbdyywith the world all on 
a* light fire about their eares: The trial! 6f their wofkes fhall be by fird t Cor '? 

13. the tribunal of fir6 £&k- i. 27. the judge aconfommg fire Heb. 'fa 
His a'ttcndaVits Seraphins flaming creatures \fai. 6l 2. his pleading, with finnerefri * 
flaPiesoffireanfJ. 1. 7. the place of punifomcnc, a lake offirc fed ? with tor¬ 
menting temper Jfai, 30: 3 ;. Sodoms (ite and brimftdne as but a toy to it. And 
(hall the Ninivitcs think to mbit up thetrifclVcs Sgainft this formidable fire : which 
the moft folid parts of the World cannot avoid or abide ? _ 

Ver. 6: tvh'at can ft and btfae his indignation ?] A glade bottle may as Well (land 
before a cannon-(hot. Theres no {landing before a lion, much leffe before a de¬ 
vouring fire, lea ft of all before an angry God. When our Saviour did but put forth 
a bcame of his Deity, and (aid I am he, theftorit fourdiersfell to the grounds 
18. 6. and there they hadlafne, if he had riot licenfed them to rife agame. faid AuPu(ih 
aurem jttdicat strut facie t, qsHjadicandus hoc fecit ? The Wicked Jhall not (land in J ** 
judgmeut, (aithD./z/id p/rt/. t. 7. . • • 

Who can abide in the jiercettejfeof bis anger?] Heb : in the inflammation of his c ^ s ^que 
noftrils. Thus the Prophet deferibeth Gods terrible executions of /ufticc on the 
Churches cncmicsjiiltberrimisnietaphoru/hypotypSflevidentifima, & diftributiohis * ignlm! 
art 1 fid0 mfigniffimo by moft elegant Metaphors, evident demonftrations, andartifi- 
c:a!ldiftributions. • Croeiutin lor. 

his fury ispoWred out like fire]] A metaphor either frbnVrrretalls melted, or from ' 
fhow es of raine, fuch as God powred down upon Scdem (whereunto proba¬ 
bly the Prophet here alludcth, . as verfe 8 . to Noahs, flood ) flaming (hoWcrs ter. 

7. 20. and 44. 6. ■ J 

and the rocks are thrown down by him ] that is, by his fierce wrath, when it is at 
the fiill height: as the fire which at firft burns a little within, upon a few boards 
and rafters ; but when it prevailed, burtteth out in a moft terrible flame .• as 
thunder which we heare at firft, a little roaring noife afart off: but flay awhile, 
and it i< a dicadfull crack, cleavingthe very rocks. See ter. 4. 23, 24. Mar. 27. 51. 

Verfe 7. The Lord is good ] To tfrael (though terfible to the Afryrians\ as 
hath been plainly and plentifully let forth ) to the pure in heart Pfal. 73. 1. and 
he doth good P/ir/, 119. 68. to thofe that«afc good, that are upright in their 
hearts P fal. 125.4. Thefe (liall taft and fee that the Lord is good : thelb fliall fee¬ 
lingly fay,’Oh blefled is the man that'trufteth in him, Pfal. 34. 8. Oh pHife the Lord 
for he is good &c. 

aftrono hold in the day ofjf cable] Praftdium, aut fortalitittm, A flrorig fort or 
fortification, better thenJWbwer of bra (To, or town of vvarr : the righteous run 
thereunto and are fafe-. HVgekiah (for whofe lake this is fpofcen ) had the expe- Prov. 18.10. 
ritnee of it. He had a day of trouble and of rebuke, and of blafrhcmy : the children 
Were come to the births and there was not ftrength to bring ferth Efai. 37. 3.. To 
God therefore he runs in this dolefull day of his, and had prefent help. Arid what 
though the Gods of the nations had not delivered them : yet Flezckiab’s God in 
whom he trufted did not deceive him as Senacherib faid hri would ver. 10. 12. 


He is the ebampion-ef bis church, and will be the ftrong holdoF his people, when 
the heathens Tutelar Gods, and the Papifts Patrone-faints will leave them in'the 
lurch. England was fometime faid to have a war-like George , but the Papifts be¬ 
ing offended withuj (to do us, as they fuppofej a naifehief) have robbed us of 
our George, and left us God alone to be our Chainpton.':' for which honour and 
favour all true r.ngl : (h hearts are bound to thank them, arid can mcrrilv fingasHc 
did once, Contcmno minutulos iftos deos, modo fo vcm propitisryn habta'm. We Care riot 
for their Hofaints,or She-fainR to fhclter us : fo that the great God. Hvill btgood 
to us 5 a ftrvng-hoid in the’day of trouble, 
and he knows th them that truft in him’} that hover and edver under his wings, as 

the 


■\<)6 <AnExpojition on Chap.i. 

the chickens do under the hens: for that’s the forcefcf the Hebrew word here 
ufed. Such as thefe God khoweth for his 2 Tim. 2. 19. fie kno’weth their 
foule in adverfity c Pf xl, 119. he knoweth. how to deliver them , as he did the righte¬ 
ous Lot 2 Pet. 2. 9. then, when they knew not what to do , as fehofaphat 2 Chron 
20. 12. yet if their eyes be toward him, their affiance in him, he will extricate 
. and deliver them. So well pleafed is he with thofe that truft in him, ( for that’s 
meant here by his knowing of them PfaL 1. 6 . confer 10^9. 29. 1 Thefe I2 \ 
he taketh fuch complacency and delight in them Pfal. 147. u. and 33. 18 and 
fuch continuall care of them, ( as hath been )P rovcd by an univerfall experience nor 
one inftance can be given to the contrary ) that they (hall be fure to have whatfoe- 
ver hcait can wfth, or need require 2 S am. 22.2, 3. even miraculous loving kind 
nefTe from God inaftrong cityP fal. 17. 7 . and 31. 21* fo great ascannotbc 
uttered Pfal. 31. 19. This is for the comfort of Gods Ifrael. Bnt left the wicked 
( as they arc apt J foould meddle with childrens meat, which was never meant for 
them : left Nmiveh (hould pleafe her fclf in a fond conceit of Gods goodneffe to 
heralfo, and fp turn it into wantonne/Te, the Prophet brings in a flinging Butin 
the next words. 0 b * 

Ver. 8. Jim with an over-running flood be will make an end of the place thereof] 
’• *• ofNiniveht^zt great but bloody city chap. 3. 1. Her ftate fhall be utterly 
ruinated as the da world, by the gcnerall deluge. But bccaufe the word here 
rendrtd flood is ufed of rivers that overflow the bankcs2 Chron. 32. 4. and the 
zdjun& wer-running rifo implies as much (See Efai 8. 8. Dan. it. 10 40.) 

I fuppofc the Holy Ghoft here, foretbreateneth that ruinc of this city by the river 
Tigru, which at an inundation broke out upon the wall, and threw down twenty 
furlongs thereof. This was a fad foretoken to them of their enfuing deflation 
by the enemy (as that raine was that fell in Egypt) where it ufed not to raine ( a 
little before Cambyfes with his Pcrfians fubdued it) for it fell out in the time of the 
Siege, as Diodorus teftifieth, according to an oracle that the Ninivitcs had rccci- 
ycd by tradition from their progenitors, fc. that their city fhould then be taken 
Dtod.Stc. by the enemy, when the river took part againft them: and it fell outaccor- 
dmgly* 

and darkpeffe fhallpurfue hie enemies'] i. e. terrible and inextricable calamities 
fliall overtake them1: their ruinc fhall be irreparable. And indeed it may now be 
faid o \Ntmvth, which once was of a gjeat city in Strabo, Magna xivitas , warn* 
Jolitudo ScsZeph.2 .13 14, 15. Urufntt rendrcth it thus. Holies fttosperfectui facie t 
tehebras. He fhall caufe darkneffe to purfue his enemies, Or, He fhall make his 
enemies to purfue darkneffe, according to that noted faying of the Ancients Dent 
quern deftruit , dement at, whom God intends Co deftroy, him He firft infatuateth. 
But the former fence is the better. 

9. What do ye imagine againft the Lord. becaufe againft his people. So 
3 ‘ til ye tmagtne mi/chief againft a man ? ye all be Paine 

all of you : as a bowing wall fhall ye be , and as a tottering fence . The blind and 
bloody Ntmvttes looked no further then the Jewesihom they invaded: they 
confidercd not that God was ingaged in the quarrel oflSis people. This made the 
Virgin daughter of Zion, confident of Gods help, fhake her head in fcorn and 
pitty at them, faying, Whom haft thou reproached and blafphemed ? ani againft whom 
haft thou exalted thy voice, and lifted up thine eyes on high ? even a min ft the hoh 
One of Ifrael. Ifzi. 37. 22, 23. She knew well/ though her enemies knewnot) 
that as an unskilful! archer in fhootingatabeaft hittethaman fometime's: fothe 
Churches adverfaries, in troubling of her, trouble Almighty God, who will not 
ratio to be even with them : for he that toucheth Gods people, touchcth the 
apple of his eye Zach. 2. 8. Saul, Saul, why perfecutcft thou inc i Aft.' 9. 4. 
qut- It wasafimple queflion of Satan to our Saviour, what have I to do with t«ee} 
p A<cn<w<wt. whilefthe vexed a lervant of his. Hath he his name from knowledge, and yet 
C °^ji a ^ e w ^ oni c°nfeffed to be the fob of the living God ? It is 

l *P r *“ on ^ 0 *^ cvcr thefenfe of an injury done to any of the members, from; 
the head. Drufius reades the text thus, guid cogitatis de Domino ? what think 
yeofthe Lord? what conceit or opinion have ye of hyn ? Doe ye imagine that 
ne cannot performe what he threatened! by his Prophets? or that he cannor, 

when 


when he pleafeth , deliver his people out of your hand ? 

he will make an utter end ] Not a confumption only, but a confummation :This 
he is even doing, as the Hebrew hath it: hcisbufy about it, and will not fade 
lofinifhit: for he ufeth not to do his work to the halves. Surely a fljort work, 
will the Lord make in your land , now that he taketh you to do, certo, cito , 

^ alHiftionJba/l not rife up the fecond time ' God will difpatch you at one blow. 

Sec a like exprefiion 1 Sam. 26. 8. Niniveh had many bruflics before, by 
phraortes king of Medes and his fon Ciaxares , and afterwards by the Scythians, 
whereof See hr. 49. 34. and by AftyagcsScc. Now Nibnchadne^ar was ap¬ 
pointed by God to make an utter end of it &c. The wicked (hall totally and finally 
be confumtd at once. Not fo the Saints: thefe he corrcfts with a rod, thefe with 
a grounded ftaffc Efa. 32. 32. Thefe in mercy and inmeafure, inth z bunches only, 
heftajeth hisrough wind in the day of the E aji-wixd Efa. 27. 8. he fhyeth fucll 
aJHi&ions as would fliakc his plants too much, or quite blow them down. Auc 
to the wicked he hath no fuch tender j efped : hcfmitcs them at the root, and, 
after many blovvcs, lie re'olves to have chcm down, for inllancc : compare 
Clods different dealing with jVtw&and the old world, with l.ot and the Sodomites, 

Ifrael and the Canaanices, Mofcs and Pharaoh, David and Sat;! &c. Fret not there¬ 
fore thy fclf bccaufe of evill-docrs Pfal. 57. 1. vvh.n the wicked fpringasthc 
graffe, and when all the workers of iniquity do flourilh : it is that they fhall be 
Scllroycd for ever. Pfal. 91. 7. Pharaoh had faire way made him till he came 
tothemidftof thefea: not one wave may rife up againft him to wet lo much as 
the hoof of his horfe. It was a faire Sun-fliinc-day when Lot went out ofbo- 
dome : but crc night there fill out a difmall change. It was in the Spring that 
the flood came, then when every thing was in its prime and pride : bcfidcs that, 
the world never more fiourifhed in wealth, peace, arts, and all magnificence : yet 
fudden deftrudiou came upon them, they were all at once buried in one univerfall 
grave of waters. 

Ver. 1 o. For while they be folden together as themes] And lo can hardly be hand¬ 
led without hurt: God will burn them together in the fame place 2 Sam. 2.3 - 7. 
as a man puts thorns foldcn, and that cannot cafily be fundred all together inco the 
fire, where they make a fudden blaze and are extinft. So will God dealc with the 
Ninivitcs , not withihnding their carnall combinations and confederacies. JuVm 

and while they are drunken as drunkards] who are very quarrclfomc, bragging Cmint. 
and braving : but may be cafily d:alc with, and pufhtdown with one finger. 

asfinbblefully dry' that hath long laine a funning, and fo is very combuftible. 

The wicked are oft compared to {bubble, bccauie good for nothing but the fire : 
and when fully dry, when ripe for mine, they Ihail be fully devoured, as fame 
read the woids. Ecqvem vero mibi dabis Rhetor cm See. as One faith of another 
text. Bnt what gallant Khccorick is here? well might God fay Hef. 12. to, I 
have fpokfn alfo by the Prophets and ufed fmi l it tides &c. ( Seethe Note there) 
here vve have three in a'breaih; and all little enough to work on the hearts of the 
wicked, who are loth to belceve the truth and certainty of Gods threats : but ra¬ 
ther blcffe thcmlclvcs when God curfeth Dent. 29. > 9 - 

J er. 1 x. 'There is one come out of thee that imagine tb evill againft the Lord j Ma¬ 
ny there are, but one among and above the reft : fc. Sennacherib , that bold 
Briareus , chat lifteth up his hundred hands at once againft heaven;an d threateneth 
to cut oft at a blow Gods people, as if they had all but one neck. See verfe 9. He 
is come up over all his chattels, and gone over all his banks, Ifa- 8 * 7• but God fliall 
foon put a ftop to him : and with an over-running flood (that he may be even with 
him) make an utter end of his place , as it is here ver. 8. 

a wicked C.ounfvlloitr ] Hcb. a couxfellour of Belial, or of the devill, wholen- 
deth him his levcn heades to plot, and his ten horns to pufli Gods people. What 
pernicious counfel he gave them fee x King. 18. 2 Chron. 32 .Ejai. 36. fc. to 
caftoft’Godas not able to deliver them out of his hands: and to make an agree¬ 
ment with him by a prelent &c, This peftilent counfcil he gave them by Rabfhakeh. t , 
who was, lay the Rabbincs, a Rexegado-f e\v. Every Viper and Baflia ofSatc among 
the Tnrkj nlcthto keep rt.ll a jew of his private counfcil : whole malice, wit, and 
\ experience; 
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experier.eeof Chrillendome, with their continual! intelligence, isthoughtto^ifc 
Voyage into the moil of that milihief, which the Turk at this day puts in execution againft us Vfiith 
* mine Authour ) the Jews being found the moll nimble and Mercuriall wits in tU 

world, but coiir.fvHours of 11 l Lull. In all the (hop of hell there is no anvilefo well 

fet, -.X £V.-~ - r ~ -— 1 - L - - ’ 

chie 
fail 

Cardinal! Pool to England, Cardinal S.idoletus to Geneva ‘ and the /t/uitei 
rally, great Politicians and favours for Rome : They fay, Satan lent Luthr'zni 
Clod lent th.em to withlland him. They dellroy many louls, as the Dragon deth die 
Elephant 3 by biting his ear, and fucking his blood 3 becaule he knows that to be the 
oncly place which the Elephant cannot reach with his crunk to defend. They tube 
crafty counftl againft the Church. 

Verfeix. Thus faith the Lord] To thee, O Jerufalem, and for thy comfort. 
The Lord will fpeal^ peace to his people, and Mimliers are charged to lpeax to their 
hearts, Mfy 40 1. 

though they be ejrtict ] Or, fill, well difeiplined ( as the Turkifh Army is, to the 
wonder of all that palfe thorow it:) there was no falling out, nor com pining 
in the Affyri.tr. boils: therefore, and by this means, did their king march on p,$ 
thorow. ’ ‘ - J 

axd HkcWifi many 1 How great an Army they were, may bee gathered from the 
many thoufands of them that were (lain by the Angel, E/ay 37. 36. it :s all 
one with God, whether it be done againft a nation, or a gainf a man owl* J,V 
? 4 - 2 9 - he lianas not upon multitudes, who taketh up the lp.es, as a very little time, 
Efaj 40. 15* jgfci . 

yet thus frail . tJ cy be cut doWn ] Heb. /horn ; with ns little adb as one would (hear 
a fheep, mow down a meddow, or (have off hair with a (harp raior. The prophet 
feemeth to allude to that Text in Efay ( with whom, as his contemporary, hehath 
many things common ) chap.j. 20. and to threaten the Affyrian, chat hefliall bee 
payd home in his own coyn : and that as he had done to Jfracl, fo fliould it bee done 
again to him. God loveth to retaliate. 

When he frail paffc thorow] Heb, and he pajfeth, or aVsay he goeth, ft, 60 his own 
countrey, after the Ioffe of his Army, (lain by the Angel, fo Hi ir 0 m. Othcrs,they 
floall be cut down, fc. by the hand of a mighty One, as Efay 10. 34. or of an Ah*el 
when he , that is Sennacherib, and every one of his Army hath pajfcd thorow , fc. ‘the 
land without reflraint, or controul, and now maketh account that hee is maftcr 
of all. 

Though I have afjliEled thee , yet I will afflitt thee no more J fc. by thefe Ninevitcs', 
r.o, nor by any other enemies, unleffc there be very great need, 1 lYr. 7. 6. The 
Church hath ever had her Halcyons , her interchanges of profperitvand ad verity, 
f God will noc alwayes chide, P/i/.i 03. 9. he deligbteth in the proiperity of his fcr- 
vants, Vfal.s 5.27. and wifheth, Oh that this people Were Wife, &c. O that my •'topic 
had hearkened , &c Pfal. 81. 13, 14, 1 3. There is another reading or the words/as 
may be fecn in the margent. This is Unius. The Chaldee para lira f-tl. thus • Al¬ 
though the Ntne7.ites enjoy great peace,and by peace are fo mi I JpkJ,chat they are 
very numerous, yet fhall chey be (horn and cut down. 

Verfc 13 For now will 1 breaths yoke from off thee] I.cH the promifed deli¬ 
verance (lionId be any whit doubted of v the time when, and the mifery whence 
they (hould be delivered is here laid open. God hath let rhe time oflus peoples fnf- 
ferings, which (hall be neither fo little a while as they would ; ror fo Jon« as die ene¬ 
my would. Hold out faith and patience; deliverance is at next dcore by. 

and will burfi thy bonds in funder \ By yoke and bonds here , underftand tbofe 
- 1 ributes which the Affyrians, called out by Aha*., impof 1 upon the kingdonie of 
Judah, z King. 18. God promifech them here their ancient liberty; which was, 
loon aftci this, lecovered under He^tkinh^ who trufHn^ in God, and reforming re- 
ligion, rebelled again(l the king of Ajfyria, and ferve J him no longer, shortly af¬ 
ter alfo,che Perfians deftroyed Nineveh,dealt more gently with else captive Jews,and 
gave them good leave to return home again, as many as had a mind to it, Mas. 1 .4. 

2 Chron. 3 6 . 


Vcrfe 14. 


Chap.i. the T rophecie gfNahum. _ 399 

Verfc 14 And the Lord hath given a commandetnentf] fc. to his upper and lower * 
forcesffor he is Lord of Hofis, Commander in Chief of ail creatures.) 

aeainfthee] O Sennacherib devoted to deftru&ion, for thiiic intolerable pride 
and cruelty. God retiftcch the proud, lam. 4 - 6. hefetteth himfelf inbattell- Ta 

array againft him, as the word fignifieth, commanding«ll his creatures to fall on: 
and no wonder. For whereas all ocher vices flee from God, pride alone fleeth in his 


face: cafteth down the gauntlet of defiance, aad, maketh head againft him. Hence 
his hatred of d proud perfon. : .... ,, . r 

that no more of thy name be foWx ] i. r. that no more children be born to thee; fo 
Lyra expounds it: that thy pofterity peri(h, fo Gualther. This muft needs bee 
Grievous to proud aod ambitious perfons, who promife themfelvcs a kind of immor¬ 
tality here in their pofterity : and that there fhall be a perpetuall fucceflion of their 
name in this world. Their inward thought is, that their boufesfralbcontiwtefor ever , 
they call their lands after their own names, P(al. 49 * 11 • But their lamp frail be put 
out in obfetire dark»efje i Vrov. 20.20. there (hall be —Nullus, c H i lampada tradant . 

Others fenfe the Text thus. Thou (halt no more be talked of ; but the memory of 
thy name (hall bee utterly extind. The face of the Lord is againft them that do 
evil to cut off the remembrance of them from the earth, Pfal. 34.16. See Efay 
10.12, 13, &c. ler. 49. 34. Sennacherib had done great exploits, till he lifted up 
his hand againft heaven, he had been very victorious and famous ; but now lies 
wrapt up in the (heet of (hame, and is made an inftance of divine vengeance, even - 
among the Heathen : For fo Herodotus telleth us, that in Egypt there was Senna- 
, cheribs ftatuc erefted, with thisinferipcion; Let Whofoevcr looketh upon me, learn to , £5 
fear God. He lifted up himfelf againft bis Creatour and Father : hee is therefore 
•lain by his own children. He thought to overturn the true fervicc of God ; he is t&.Hero.l 2. 
therefore (lain at his idoll-worlhip. He went about to deftroy the houfe of God; 
he is therefore deftroyed in the houfe of his god, Efay 37- 38- * 

Out of the houfe of thy gods will I cut oft the graven image J This, thofe fuper- 
ftitious Heathens held a great Ioffe, a fore affliction. It is reported of the people 
. of the Eaft-Indies, in the lfle Zeylon , chat having an Apes tooth got from them, 
which was a cojnfecrated thing by them, they offered an incredible maffe of treafure 
to recover it. What a npife made Micah after his Ephod and images, J udg. 18.24 ?• 
and Laban after his Teraphimt Gen. 31. and the men of Op hr ah, for their altar , , • 

and grove ? And what“a price fee Papifts on their pictures and trinkets. J 3 * . 

I Will make thy grave I fc. Of thine idoll-templc, polluted by thy flaughter 
therein, and fo converted into a fepulchre for thee. There is aftory (but of no 
great authority ) that Sennacherib, alter his (hamefuU return out of Judea, deman¬ 
ding of fomc about him, what might bee the reafon that the unrefutable God of 
heaven fo favoured the Jewifh nation, as he had found by fad experience ? An- 
fwer was given him, that Abraham from whom they defeended, facrificed unto him 
his onely'tonne, which purchafed this protection to his progeny. If that will win 
him, faith he, 1 will fpare him two of my fonnes, to procure him to be on my fide. 

Which Share^ztr and eyddrammelech his fonnes hearing of, prevented their own 

deaths by Haying him. It is more likely that they laid wicked hands upon their fa- CajfaUnnot. 

thcr, either out of ambition, or difeontent for the Ioffe of the Army . Howfocver, 

God made ufe of their cruelty, for the juft punilhment of Sennacherib ; and is here 
therefore faid to have commanded it. After this, crucll warre arofe; among Seuna- 
cheribs fonnes, which were the utter overthrow of that nation, and laid them open inCyropad . 
as a prey to the kings of Babylou, as Xenophon writeth. 

for thou art vile J Worthlefte, and weightleffe.. All wicked men are fo, be they 
never fo great, Pfal. 15.4. Dan . 11. 21. In his eftate (hall (land up a vile perfon, 
that isj Antiochus Epiphanety the great king of Syria , whom the Samaritans ini 
flattery Riled, The mighty god. ’Tis vercue onely that enobles. Them that honour 
God, he will honour : but they that dejpife him> frail be lightly eftcemed, i Sam. 2 * 3 °- 
Contempt (hall be their portion, and with ignominy, reproach, Prov. 18. 3. Here 
then the Prophet threatened the fame that J oel had done, chap. 2^20. pnu ftuik 
frail come up, and the ill favour frail came up, becaufebe hath done great things , 
i.c he hath attempted fo do them, but was hindered from heaven- God P uta 
hookinhis nofe, and a bridle in his lips, and turned him hack jo Nineveh; where* 

L 1 a, vvithirt 


Expofition on 


Ghap.2 


within lefic then fifty dayes after, he was (lain by his two fonnes.rrf. x.ia. a ^dIT. . 
though his thud fofipe AJar-huddon reigned in his ftead,: yet hee foon after (oft 
both his life and his kingdoroe, which was devolved to tEe Babylonians, and all 
the royallraceof Affyria was rooted out. 

Verje 15; Behold upon the mountains the feet of him , &c. J This Behold is as the 


found of a trumpet before fome Proclamation, tobefpeak attention. Jerufalemis ' 
furrounded with mountains, Pfal. 125. 2. and on the mountains a voice may bee 


Sw£~ h ari , af T 0ff ' Or, OfuuEouugc 

Vilg. ' h/?,tliat brings news of Sennacherib mine: butefpeciallyof Satan fubduedbv 
Uiriit, which is the fummeof all the good news in the world, Luke 2.10. 

that publifleth peace 1 Pacem omnimodam ; external!, inceraall, eternal!, peace 
of countrey, and of confciencc, by Chrift who is our peace : It is ufuall with the 
Prophets to rile from earthly things to .heavenly, from corporalls to fpiritualls. See 
Rom. 10.15. Efay*’) 2. 7. r 

OlssAab keep thj folcmn fcafts, &c. ] which hitherto hindered by the enemy, 

m - 6lI th 7 haftl " term ' tted * ( made in the day of thy diftrefle JT brim 

2 So 32« frefentsto btm that ought to be feared. . ■ ’ ' * 

for the wicked | Heb. Belial, that ftigmaticall Belialift Sennacherib , that law- 
lefle yokelefle, mafterleffe raonfter, that merum jcelus, that is fo portentouflv, fo 

nperleflv virmnc r 1 


peerlefiy vicious. 

Ho to utterly cut off j His Army by the Angel, himfelf by his fonnes, his Monar- 
chy by the Babylonians. Sec Efay 27. 1, 2. 


C H A P. II. 

Ver f e u TT & that dafleth in pieces is come up before thy face ] Nebuchadnezzar 

a c r a u vT t l - C eWer ’ t iat !**"* °f thc ole eart{j y J erv 5 °- that brake and 
difperfed the Nations, as a Maul or great Hammer doth the hardeft'ftones. See how 
like a right Pyrgopolymcts heyaunteth of his valour, and victories, Efay 10.80 
ll j-' 1 J to ; O/mtriut was firnamed Polioro/otos, the O,fro,or of cuts ; AtiilZ ' 

MHed himfelf Orbti flagtlum the fcourge of the World. ?./;*, ctfur was T.l. 
rum Mt, The thunderbolt of warre: he had taken in his time a thoufan'd Towns., 
conquered three hundred Nations took prifoner one million of men, and (lain as 
many. Thcfe were DtJJipumej indeed, and dalhers in pieces, rods of Cods wrath- 
and this they took to bea main piece of tlieit filly glory. How much morehonour 
M. Cottons wa j 11 t0 be J' 1 ? 11 Hmttantm iwl/ne, the hammer of Heretikes ? 

H'l Hi/dor. and J°'Mr. Htldorjnm to bee Sdufitaticorum mullcus, the maul of Schifinatikes ? - 
0 njoh.4. and Jaftly, to Luther , that he could thus fay of himfelf: 

, Peftis eram wvuSf moriens era mors tua Papa? 

1 living, ftopt Romes breath, 

And dead,, will be Romes death ? 

Is come up before thy face ] Nineveh lay high ; and thofe that went thither were 

fori h° ftw H °W Nebu f h *? n f^ Ar is faid here, to be come up to it long be- 
Aft. 1 S.18. h f ? d f’ f which fets forth Gods omnifcience: K»»a.« to him dre ndhu, locks 

Jfal.US.a. , pre f ent t0 him are all things, both part and 

d 1° C ?T C Up b f f °r e Nimveh s facc ; who thought none durft have been 
h a fcorn =° T "V' 1 '! B “ ltsu Sh ““ been a terrour, yet now fhee 
Note there 1,kew,fe E P hr ‘" m , when he offended in Bad, Hof. 13. i. See the 

Xeop tho mmiti,»,wutchtbc» v ,Stc.] Ironic', omnut, u.d. Do all this if vou 
think it will doany good. But 'tis all tono purpofe; you are an undone’people 
. your enemies are above fear, and you below hope ; you have hitherto deLhteS S 

a ™ ;, d ; f now y° a . "> al1 ™ a with your match, .1 m u terrible from tit 

tegmmug. Up therefore and do your utmoft: Ncgleft nothing that mav ferve for 

IZbZfZf TV but or'i 1 notbe = f0r '*"P’ ' h ' ^Tep'llX Z 

•watch-man waketh but tn vaw t Pfal. i z 7.1 . r 2 _ 


Chap-z. tht Tropbecie of. JSIahum. 

Verfe 2. For the Lord hath turned away the excellency of Jacob, m the excellency 
of IfracQ Both the ten tribes ( carried captive already ) and the other two ( vexed 
by S ennacheribs invafion ) have taken their turnes^and have bad their part of 
bitter afflidion : and (halt thou O Niniveh altogether efcape unpunifhed ? Never 
think it. Efpccially fith thou haft exceeded thy commitfion, and exercifed an un¬ 
heard of cruelty upon Gods people : for he was butfa A'tt/r difpleafed i hut ye have 
helped forward the afflittion Zach. 1. 15. Sec the Note there. 

for the emptiers have emptied them out] The Ajfyrians have fpoyled and pillaged 
till they have left neither men nor mtanes behind them ; fuch clean work they have 
made, fweepingall before them, like a fwceping raine that leaveth no food Pm\ 

28. 3. Omnia corradunt & converrunt. 

and marred their vine-branches] that is their fons and their daughters faith Lyra : 
their cities and villages, lay others : like a malicious vinedreffer, that not only 
cuts off the luxurious or barren branches, but pulls up the yong fprouts by the 
rootes, andfo marrs thc vineyard. The « Affyrtans endeavoured utterly tode- 
ftroy the whole feed of Abraham without any mercy or companion: and this 
undid them. The jealous and juft God cannot bcare with fuch boaresout of the 
wood, that waft his vine9 Pfal. 80.13. 

Vtr. 3 ^ Thejhield of his mighty men is made red J Vamp Ha terrorem auget. All 
was red ; a colour much affefted by the Medes , Per fans and Caldees ) to 
fhew that they were afanguinary nation, and not more gold -thirjiy, Efai. 13. then Herodot: 
blood-thii fty. Diod.Sic. 

the valiant men are in fear let] A colour affefted by martiall men, that would emLs^ 
feem to fearc no colours. The Lacedemonians ufed it much, when they went to 
fight: that, if they fbould be wounded, their blood might not appeare upon 
their apparrell, for thc dilcouragemcnt of themidves, and encouragement of thc 
enemy by fuch alight. The Romilh Cardinals are clothed in Icarlet, and are crea¬ 
ted by a red hat which the Pope giveth them, in a token that they Ihould be ready 
*to (hed their blood for the Catholike faith: whichifthey Ihould do (as never 
any of them vet did ) they would be no better then the Devils Martyrs : fith it is 
the caufc, and not the punifliment, that maketh a true martyr. A Tibum-tippet , 

(a* plain Mr. Latimer was wont to fpcake ) would well become thofe fcarlet- 
l Fathers: who, like bels will be never well tuned , till well hanged ; for their 
blood-guiltineffe, and foule-rnurther efpccially. In the kingdome of there 

were two notable theevcs( the one named Pater-nufier , thc other Ave-Maria ) , 

who at feverall times had murthered one hundred and fixteen men, and were there- jdoiRtm. 
fore dcfervedly put to a cruel death. But nothing lo cruel as the Pope and his Con- prafet. 
clave deferve, for their fending of fo many foules daily to that great red dragon ; . 

red with the blood of foules which he hath fwallowed,as St.Pr/er- hath it, r Pet. 5. 

8. Rev.iz. 3. 

the charrets fhatt be with flaming torches^ Thofe ettrrus falcati charrcts armed 
W * C *\^ tb - S an< ^ t)°°k es » with, and in which, they were wont to fight: thefc 
fhall Be with flaming torches carried along in thcm rf either to light them fighting by 
nighty or eife to fire the enemies houfes, and to terrify their hearts. 

and the firr trees fiaH.be terribly Jbaken} with the rattling of the charrets, and 
clattering of thc armour. In a bloody fight between Amurath the third king of 
Turks and Lazarus Dejpct of Servia , the noife of warlike weapons, the neigh¬ 
ing of horfes and outcries of men were fo terrible, and great, that the wild beafis 
in the woods ftood aftonied therewith, the trees feemed to be lhaken, and the 
Turkifh hiftories to exprClfe the terrour of the day, vainelyfay, that the Angels in 
heaven, amazed with that hideous noile, for that time forgat the heavenly hymnes * 

&c. Thc word here rendred terribly flaken is rather Chaldee , then Hebrew: as 
fpoken of thc Chaldees , comming againft Niniveh. 

Verfe Of. The charrets flail rage in the fireets~\ fhall run fo faft, as if they were 
mad that drove them. * 

1 onc a gatnfi another ] Coxabunt they fhall finite fide to fide,through 

haft and heatc of fighting. 

they flail focm like torches^ Heb : their afpeB is as of torches : fire fparklcth 
out oftheir eyes that are in them: they look upon the Affyrtans , as if they would 
look through them. LI 3 they 
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tbaC 4 with incredible iwifaeflel w^^niog^to™ 

Ea(t, andfiineth even to the Weft Mat. 27 £*v. io iT ° f tbe 

Verfe 5. Heftsall recount his Worthies Or Gallants, MarniBcoer TW, 
baddon the king ofNiniveh feeing himielf ftraiehted fail mutter 
of the ir duties: bidding them now or never pty the men, fith the empirf^J 

tfotjfeep : and none of the men of might have foand their hands i, 

When as they came m armesto befiege Niniveh gllt &y thc A & ri «” s > 

Mr taking advantage 

for his own defence. Or, 

fainting and failing legs will carry^them - CO trv whar rh^ Wa l as as their 
theenemy. So the Emperour of LZtiJSf? Znlt * 2 '“"i 0 ! k «P°ut 

**■»*■ pnrpoiefortbegeneralTaf&ult Oionly tobe given SttaTh? h i rfther "V 
H 545 . with teares requefted to have borrowed monv nfVi! that he bad “ an y t,mcs 
been employedfor defence of the"cTty h e firft to ha « 

to the Almighty by generall faffing and 7 prayer: and - f “? thcm 

captamc and commander to fomc certaineplace of the wJfrh r 1ppo,I ? ted cveT ? 
but all in vaine, as here at N iniveh P WalI > for defence thereof &c. 

< 4 £taffi£'s:sr^s?s h s?s; iE "-r^' 

ver Tigris, flew open either by meanes of that inunda..;™ u C fto d ? eare the n * 
the enemies irruption; or the trechery of fomethatwerewkhTn''“’ en " 0ntd ' or b / 

Princes to have their houfes ncare to the tern Die* a* th Was r Q ? t j Unu ^ ual *° r 
22. i 4 . The Trojans had their P^^iwTrhfr h ^ ° f J udah bad J ‘ r - 
pie of Jupiter Capitolinas in the Capitoli • Cnntt 0 ^' ? e Romctni their T em- 
teran Church in L laterane Dalacf ^/ L C °nftancine the great, built the La- 
the Minfter. are «ne palace . williamRufus, his Weflminftcr-hall, neare 

caufet^Snd '***' 1 ° 't*’ ^ 

render it, cjuafirmaftabat, du£la e(l in exiliuJ feu was tJl °ught, ^ome 
the kings right hand ( as P fal. 45.*; w hich is a dace ™. won t »*> ^nd at 

Triumphers, a Cer.z. 14. ^ gun flaot, more then Conqucrours, even 

espial ri eh ^ eorc ° acht ° g ° in '° 

• Aare lianas the Emperour. gbt ,n trium Pb to Rome in golden fetters, by 

Ho (hall falUnt^the 4 ds tf m^e^foddle^^ b °?£ l,r j; T ? e G J n ' cium or S ***Z- 
a far country. Neither is it without dettr^ f 3nd by them , be b “ rr x Ied away into 
Women are many times meanes n f m u‘ P ru-°? W *1*1 urn. fere ex Gyn&cio- 
men fall by the [word and the m '*htv mU f b mi ^bicf: and for their mifearriages, 
«*dmouri Efayl tl fc th, c War ^ the ^ f the city lament 

have here an inventory. What a deal^nf if? 6 i^ cs S aI,ttntr y> whereof we 

^ a deale of trouble brcdje^bel in Ifra^, Athaliah 


CHAgq. ^T r opbecie 0 fU 7 hdd 7 . - ~ 7 ~ 

in Judah, thofe 2. late turbulent OneencMnttm.. . , • ^ - - ----;_ T 7 

rvh,ch l«cr and her Cardinal! Z^, 2 t One ? <>f 

fZ W»t° ^ au d n 

Effr«, U Attach*;, T^^ frlidi JZ. 

.y^oo^iy 
Try did, and is thereforef 4 lad ,nl h f, °!, h ra "P t,ve - ( 33 Queen of fc** 

complaints of their hard Fortunes, as the^cail k^or to'eaf °b fil - ^ e!lir with "“ffi'ait. 
men ations; bntforced to fmother jtLd 'te uallcf.c r , £nrf ^ loud 5?^ 8 <4& 
fmajl aggravation of it: For EwU'trUiZL ;o thl : mfelv «. whicii is no Wu ' 

Their tongues and their tears are L Uchr )"> u 'gertturqae dolor. 

& libidinis fi„ueft, faith Gaalth^he re ^ hk f ere la f ci vU y laxus 

v.oufneffe,luxury, and luft. letwomen be wamed"” ^ isthe “ d °fl»fci- 
Ladies, l once:* but m^ing.^nd^g ^ io ^ afflfail infl P 1 ?'? IB aftertheir 

*^-»«-uj 5 s^waa«a^ 

and ‘^aw'hapf^Thdtt^ji&r.irf"/ 1E "' r 1 Uke a of 

W‘"g. The Pope was wont tofay of ttlgi Ibi'd" ^ fi g nifeh alf o a’ 
his pit that conid not be drawn dry Such an?’ * ! C Wa * fK “ m *»**!#». 
wealthy,potent, &c. Efaj 8 7 rh^’^tr p0 ° Was -^w^. Populous 

anAnot unlike the ManSj anctX^M E ^* arith C 4“- 

fJenty, profperity, and pkXe thereabjlLdinn ’ fuS"*’ for the r “'WiU.8 <3 . 

due it. as the pearls ufually caft out at the flood * » m ™ed the Romans to fub- 
Cfars affeftion for the conqueft nf x^v - * ^ nd § athered aC the ebbe, drew %?*•**/- 

Chaldean fiihermen. The greater weaih t’hen^? fin, ‘P° o1 did the 

jPrcv - t-ip. As if a^ree hath thick -.nfl [ p01 ? waiteth a people, or 

to be japping of it. Nineveh's antiquity^ sVerf b °^ hes A evei T man defires 

T ha ,c h bcen °f ° ld > or, ofato** . , 

which (he alfo held iongeft of any evrr’Ji T the *“ 0< the hrft Monarchy? 
this ffiall be now noprlteftion^heT^ but ^an yeets ' H «wbJjc 
that (he isanold (inner, and hath bren article, oranargumentagainfther 

TMmmon of mri g htco«fn e ff e . “ “ long “ me hcl P ln g “P, and hoarding the 
down'andfs'fiffido.when thewatreisdrawn'“d“n ° f a pond arebrok ™ 

z&r** ^-‘o-Sthr, a„ 7 r k f^e d tr± ; r s^ 

hearts mMmZtotheH hreVand thevh*f"””"/“(’'"'•re: their 
^ flight, then by fight. ’ d hey have n>uch n,ore ™nd to fave themfelves 

» f God to tlreai^at This is the voice 

booty, plenty of plunder which hlhe^f? | t °i. f n. 0a V fiCI tley are fore of good 

^•s^sril^fasss.'^ 

*C. Now the We of tnoney^is^SrfJW the Turks S™ oath, 345 

*lperate. y “ A "’" w faith a Father, daring and 

Wealth whereof the 7 '«°f//tliemf] Pat plunder, as was at Conftantinoplc: the 
phed, that-tisa prov 7 ba™' 0 hl wondtr , ed «i and were therewith fo en- 
r, r. H e*«tbW»«,4 e g 5 *™atthisday .fanygrowfuddenlytich.to' 

J«'*}»gof Covfitm.nofU. Neither did they more wonder 3(7.' 
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at their wealth, then derided their folly: for that poffeffing fo much they would 
part with fo little to their Emperour, for the defence of themfelves and their Coun¬ 
trey. And the like is reported of Heidelberg, 

*„d alory out of all the pleafant furniture J Heb. wj ffels, or Men ft Is of defire x 
which are faid to yeeld glory ,becaufe with men one hath fo much glory andrefpeft, 
as he hath wealth, and rich houftiold-ftuff. See Gen. 31.1« with the Note. 1 King. 
10.23. 2 Chron. 3 2. 27. See here alfo the juft judgement of God upon fuch, as 
fet their affedions upon that copy vanity, rich furniture. (Hexachiab fmarted for it, 
Efaj 39. 2 , 6. 2 Chron. 32.27.) or rich attire, which is fuperbia nidus, theneft of 
pridejfaith One. The worft apparell is natures garment j the beft, but follies gamijb, x 

laitli Another. , • A . . .... 

Verfe 10. She is empty, and void, and wafte] An elegant Agnomination in the 
Originall beyond Engliftiing: whereby the utter deftruftion, and confternation 
0 f t he City and Monarchy is graphically depainted, and fet forth to the life. See a 
like elegancy, Jer. 16.15. The laft word rendred *™/^,fignifieth burft up, or, void of 
all verdure / a place where nothing green groweth. Such an horrible devaftation 
foJloweth upon Gods word of command to the Caldees, verfe 9. like as when Chrift 
curfed the barren fig-tree, it withered away immediately, though it be the moft fuc- 
culent of any tree, and beareth the brunt of winter-blafts unwithcred. Gods wordsj 
however flighted, are n6twind,but fire, Jer. 5.13,14. 

and the heart melteth ] The heart ( in quo fortitudo ftabulum habet , the feat of 
courage) fell afander in their bofomes like drops of water: they were cowed out. 
See Jofi 2.11. & 5 *i* & 7 * 5 * W*y j $ 7 ' E*e^.2i.i2. 

and the knees finite together ) Genua labant, as is ufuall in extreme fear: the blood 
retreating to the heart, to releeve it. See Dan. 5 6. fob 4.4. E fay 35. 3. • 

and much pain is in all loins ] Such pain as befalleth women in travell, Efay* 1.3. 
and 13 8 Joel 2.6. Mic. 4.9, 10. the doubled form of the Hebrew word impheth 
the extremity of it. The loins are the feat of ftrength: whence theLatines caU 
weak men, Loinlejfe wen. . ■ ^ . 

and the faces of them alt gather blackncffe] Heb. Lpot, i.e. fuch blacknefle as is 

on the Tides of a pot. Sec Joel 2. 6. loy and forrow will fliew themfelves m 
the face, as in a glafle. Now if for a temporall mifehief, there is fo great a con¬ 
fternation in wicked men, what (hall we think there is in hell ? 

Verfe 11. Where « the dwelling of the Lions, &c. Where IS Nineveh, oncelO 
terrible now fo defpicable ? Leonimortuovelmus ihfultat. Once none durft look at 
it or mute againft it, now each paffenger can infult over it, enquire where it flood, 
and not be afraid to take this Lion by the beard. God powretb contempt upon princes , 
and Weakened the ftrength of the mighty , Job 12. 21. when once they turn tyrants, 
and exercife regiment without righteoufnefTe, as Mic. 3.2,3. Such a mighty hun¬ 
ter or devourqt of men and nations was Nimrod (the firft founder of this Ajjynan 
Monarchy ) and became a proverb againft all tyrants, and perfecutours, Gen. 10. 9. 
Such a Lion was Nero,2Tim. 4 - 17 - Such a Tiger Tiberius, ( of whom One faith, 
that he laid hold with his teeth on all the excellent fpirits of his time) Dcmttutn 
( w ho not content with the blood of Chriftians, commanded all Jews that wereof 
the ftock of David, to be fought out, arid put to death) Dioclefan, and the rett 
of the Primitive perfecutours : As alfo that man of finne, the whole pack of Popes, 
fucceffoursto Boniface the eighth (who came in like a fox, reigned like a lion, died 
like a dog ) and to Beneditt the twelfth, who when he died, had this Epitaph made 
of him: 

Hie fituseft Nero , laicisleo , vipera cleroz 
f ddla Devias d vtro , turba repleta mero. 

and the feeding place of the young hens ] Where the old ones provided prey 
for them, till they could skill to do it for themfelves; that which they would foon 
learn and praftife, when once grown up. The Affyrian young-princcs were ac- 
cuftomed to rapine, and cruelty from the firft: being no better then young Ttbe 
tfietv r i MS} w hom his Tutour Theedorus Gadareus rightly charadfcerized, when he faid, n 
W as Dirt kned 'frith blood : Or, then Nero the lion • of whom his fatherDcw^ 


C "' p ’- Nahum . 1 ; - ~~ 

%idtm rclmwndH,, faid the Romans! when they flew onenf cat “ ,u ‘ i« Ham 

WIth , h « y° u "g fo ” ne - It was if I miftate no f t h tyrantS toge ' 

Where the lion, even the old Hon Walked 1 The courtn' ° C ‘, 

of Leo an heart ) walked and ftalked with hilwhelr* T n T ^ ***¥ *L°* ( named r 
But now, his heart melteth, his knees knock topether^ f one made afraid. Labu 

verfe , o. his city Nineveh ( that Was no 7 onelv £l 1^ and faln ^effe, as 
leonum) is now no where: it (hall live by fan e o^elv hut JP eltt ™* Catv. 

God will ftain the pride of all glory, and brine into J ! V ( 1 » 1 I tnninph over it. 

earth, Efay 23 *9. So ^ ^ contempt all the honourable of the 

rHeJdum Spaneeft, alt a cecidsre Mycen*. ‘ Ovid.AfeUm. 

Vcdipodiom* quid funt nifinomina Theb* ? & c . lib ' 1 

and ravenous, that their Pofie might haveLen Tmanll' th ^. w j re 

(ire ot more, was enlarged as hell • rreedv orb a : their de- 

, enough, Efay 56. 11. Asa fhin nriv^p 2 , ?”! ^ erC ’ cou ^ d never * iavc 
(inking, and yet have comDafle P 'in/rH over ‘ Iaden lv,th S old a "d filver, even unto 
cormorants an'd covctoin «,les of M r, “ ^ “>< & the 
tllcm ; y et ncver have they enough to fatisfie them.' ^ ' ’ aVe cnou S h t0 flnJi 

were camniandcd^ 'bthg Tjti 2 rum' fair** W ‘ VC * a - n<1 conc “hines, by whom they 
kings. Haves to th?irXn"« «;PWeHaith of the P,l 

fpoils of the fubdued nations ciciro in 7 !°fir f ' e 7 xf nnc icii and aclorn cd with the 
the kings of Perfia and 3 fthtak he fa™ ^ 1 ^°" 
fo they would beftow upon them whole cities as . the y had ma "y wives, 

king of Syria, gave two fair ririrc i • n maintenance. Antiochus 

gave .HI Hgypt to Z% a of fZ ' + 5 °' Am »r 

confifcsition of goods made in the r S av ^ toD^^ Valentina all the 

cauftd the burling of ^many tod fc*^ - 554-which 
Calvin here. It were to bewrflied rb? Vitmm hodl * »»» effent lean*, faith 

of themfelves ftrangleanddeTOur^ ,.^7 that can Wfc.«,, 

cced all men in impudcncy and cruelty TV o h ' ler , e a - r ? fome womcn 'hat ex- ‘ f Trmt - 

hood, as Bez,* did her cruell fonnJri / ^^n-mother he meant, in all likely- 3 7 ‘ 

Verfe of his, made upon^the that nevv^ftaive in CaJ/?!pei!st t Maflacre, in that 


Tu vero IIerodes [anguinolente time. 


Cami. Eikytfo. 


in.,,,. • £Jkz/6 

lure” i/s coffers with" together"^ ’"'V""" 1 pal “ es witH W»- 

.Whateife wasthe whole %,rL.Em g Di* ht? " "“i and ®PP™flive praftifes. 
my flS.ih&yo 7£~ Jl rt\ E T™ MlM A 

•hec faith the Lord of Hoftss.’who have^ci-eatum J2 I j - / am amvmh 
as Auxiliaries: and can arm vonr mien . 3 C eaCaie ac c °mpiand if need were, fedperterre. 
in your own bowels. Wo be to rhofe ag ^ nyou> Awath your own fwords 

rendreth it, En me tibifoftcm^&c.^ E ^ 1RVC G °)^ a S ain ^ them. The 

their munitioa, TnVfurntm^for^^ l That ‘ S ’ falth Dayt * us -> 1 will burn all 
*ay be thcdiegricW and themn'; r * fitter and foft fire, thatthey 
S ievea, and the more tormented thereby. Others, by fmoke un- 

derftand 


<J[n Expojition on 


Chap.j. 


derftand the fuddennefle of the judgement, q. d. No fooner {hall my wrathtegin 
to kindle', but I will confume them: prim* impetu , fo foonas ever the flame* 
beginneth to break forth, or rather, before. By chare ts may be alfo meant, thoM 
that were carried in them. The Hebrew glo'fle here is, By funks, c h a * a fir^ 
whofe fmoke is feen afarre off. See fudg. 20.40. Such {ball be the file of the laft 
day as A Lapide here notetli out of HierSm : when all the lions, and lions whelps, 
that is, all tyrants and opprefTours (hall be burnt, together with all their charrets, 
pompes, and meflengers, ac imprimis eorum dux & princeps A»ttchrt£ns, ind. efpe- 
cially Antichrift their Captain, and Chieftain. He and his fefuitesi hall doubtlefle 
then be caft alive into a lake of fire, burning With brimfione , Revel, 19. 20. Let 
A Lapide note that. . _ ... 

and the [word Shall devour thy young lions » Thou ftialt bring forth children to 
the muptherer : and thofe that have taken the fword (though never fft young) 
{hall perifli by the fword. Mat. 2 6. 52. As a Nettle flings betime, an Urchin is, 
rough whiles young, and. a Crab foon goes backward: fo fanguinary difpofitions 
will foon difeover themfelves. , , _ . ... 

And / will cut off thy prey from the earth "| Thou (halt be no further terrible, 
and troublefome to the nations, whom thou haft vexed and fpoiled. Of Baldwin 
that Apoftate, One faith,' that when hedied, deftit fmul maledicere &vtvere,hc^ 
cealed at once to live and to vail. And of our Henry 2, the C hronicletwriteth,that 
in a great diftemperature againft his rebellious fonnes,he departed the world, which 
fo often himfelf had diftempered. Nineveh the great huntrefle was now under 

that wo, Efa*-z$.i. . . n , . , 

and the voice of thjmeffengers 3 thy Heralds, by whom thou haft proclaimed war 
or made unreafonable demands, or laid hard lawes upon other nations, orexafted 
grievous tributes, or publifhed thy new victories, to keep people in awe, or laftly, 
blafphemed my great Name, as Rabfhakeh one of thy meflengers will do, 2 King. 

18.19. Thefe (hall all be filenced, an end (hall be put to them and thee. 


Jacob. Kev 
devita Pentif. 


Aug.mPfal. 
fa Libera, me 
de SangHin. 


CHAP. III. 

Vcrfc I. X \7 Oe to the bloody city 3 Nineveh, that de light eth in Vrarre, which 
\ \r One well calletb, the flaugbter-houfe of mankinde, and Hedof 
this prefent world, Efity 95; the Greek word Vearre, fignifieth mush bled 

Befidcs that, many mufthers were committed in her, and connived at, if notcoun 
tenanccd by a pretence of juftice. Such a fanguinary city is Rome : not onely drunk 
with the blood of faints* but alfo of her own children. Brazutus , fet on by nil 
debrand , was the death of fix Popes fuccefiively, within the fpace of thirteen yeers 
Pope John the 22. (who fat Anno Bom. 13 16) flead a Biftiop, who.had lome 
way offended hfm, and afterwards burned him. Ffbpe Paul the third, poyfoned two 
Cardinalls, Fulgojus , and Contarebus, a Bifhop alfo, Johannes Bapt ifta Verge- 
rius , becaufe he fufpeded them of Lutheranifme. The Italians generally, as they 
blafpheme oftener then fwear, fo they murther-more then revile or fiander. Sued 
another citie of bloods is Paris fux France : witnefle that barbarous .Maflacrc, 
wherein they poyfoned the Qeen of Navarre , murthered the moft nattof the 
peerlelfc Nobility of Prance, with their wives and children, with a gre^»oftbc 
common people, an hundred thoufand in one year, in divers parts or^^Realm* 
Befides dooo. Gentlemen, flain there in private quarrels, within the fpace of ten 
years, as it appears by the Kings pardons. Now if the blopd of one Abel hadio 
, many tongues as drops, Gen. 4. 8. the voice of thy brothers bloods_znc\h unto me 
what (ball we think will be the woe of fuch bloody Cities and States ? Luther ren 
dreth this Text. Woe to the murtherous State. AujHn interpreted^it of all hamous 
; offences, wherewith Nineveh was polluted. But furely if other finnes have a woe 
hanging at their heels, accordiig to that of fob, chap. 10-15. If I be rucked, woe 
unto me • bloody men {hall have a woe with a witnefle, as thofe that walk in the rv*j 
of Cain, Jude 11. See Ezech. 24. 6 . Hab. 3- 12. and remember that it wastW 
ruin of that great city Nineveh. • • 


It is all full of lies 1 ?, Oau -hvHs. fkTkTT-- - 

up of fraud and folfliood, m,nd,c,o' um reader fte , 15 wholly made 

traiSs, no cruft in iier publik: iranfaftfor S Zf ' , notrath >" her private con- 

be they never foftrongly concluded, or nera-fo fo£' atlons c wit!l other nations ; 
no longer force with them, then flood withtheftowTnr i° nfir ™ d ’ 5’«had they 
as It was afterwards Pa„/ ra „ T P fit ' Th,s was M' -M- 

prove their downfall • as ,t befell Nineveh jLTLa' 9 ™' '' W,,ich wil1 « length 
robbery J Or, . f , CV ‘”' and 

theeves: fraudulency is no better then 'robberv*” 1 ]? ff arc cornra on!y 

^nrir/n, I reftorc him foure-fold L„t; ° ]' 1 have b e£< oM ,- f 

then if I had robbed him. Hence’thev™ L “ Wron S cd no lefli- 
di ed from conning contrivance - in thofe r n T' P i J ' v iolenceis feldomc fun- 
tV-r. Lyl^ier ( wl,o!b coS' V ' hac, ™nt after Monarchy, as 

lions hide, witii the foxes skin, if need were ) h rd,, ‘" . was to eek out the 

^C.Jar Herod, cilac /o.v, Jrr/i- , 

them, that Juftice it felffoould not bfftmght,fo hM. P r r T n i'° 1Wncts i nu-IJins. ' 

caule die credit ,s a help, the ufc a cumber ^Tb,^ T Y ^ a PP ra ranre : be- 
f f though ftlfelyfocalled, imleftl- , be tallcd Krafon of 

io tranfmutacivea faculty, as to niakecopne, fornix ^f' tCan<1 lrath J hath 
right: yea, when all pleas fail, , t wi |, fiw wrong, and wrong 

hriport ir. anj ft> r good, whiles dicre arc forces to 

The ptej departeth not} Tiicv ferrli i 

upon others without end or meiiftirc. OneetUv^'li-eme'f 1 '’ ^ anJ P«7 
and cruelty, at the preaching of u, r ' y , f mcd t,! ' Y ‘P«itol their luxury 

then ever. Ihcy tear in pieces r our In mn r 'hey are a- bad again, orworfe 
here ; and greedily feed upon thofe murtherino'"In 'r } K %1‘T e ° f tl,c Hctrcw 
di.gcft in hell, without better repentance th»n ^, rcsof which they muft A 
ceo with. ] encance, then they were ever yet acquain- 

elegant and live!dlrfp [ fo“'f 0 ^|'fV ,hc . ^ 1 A moft 
J th > { P^chrajaith Chuldces c °ming to take Nine 

fo gallant and p.dure-like a repreP ruation I ° mKts ™ cm J er ™° fitvilior ., 

o miner can conic neer it. Etrlil is f d r anCmg 1( A, m y’ thilt »o words’ 

n!e to the martcr lie treateth of fo J 115 exceJlej »t cxpre/lions, Puts- 

by in, •£; fifth the enrei^down 

r-? a 1 ; c 8'Wtog of his boat, by ^ ’] V &»** 

is out mill lluffe to the divine i<hcrari) ,.’i P* Vadt/S ajtCs > -But all this 

hear Gods fivect words, fear left rhev k c*™ i° b( ; read * Lct tbofe that refufe to 
ra,ling Of the wheels, nci PfJl ? ^ ^e forced to hear the noife of the \\>hip the 

jJf ,hc '!=' 

wiiereby they killed him alive as wuhVtuc^ or ’ m “ r,heri ’‘&-»™P™ in hSbooe,, 
throats thole gaping graves, open /cp^lbrff P ' Cl ' 5 and buried hrn in their 

and the Flittering /bear i *1, r i . 

and Iwi ft motion. 1 hus the Proph n ^ beCaufc oF its ^r»ghc 

( as ()ne faith of ApuLius) ibonn,!^./ ? s *x meta P horti & periphr.ifibns luxsHat 
nicr.iplicrs. K 4 J e: tC continued 

Ci/d'rum, or4Lc«^> HSVaj0Urand n handling his arms, 

ferrotir, a bare fright ondy! fool« d™™ 1$ CX vitr °' an em P c y 

without an edge. • tde bis (if, ■Hum w i, ‘ ^ i r, r c J iac racleth andinappeth, but 
prdenred , behold a multitude of flain ^ C . t le lad efi ^d, loe the tragedy re- 
Inischc i^ropliet lpake, noc with mv t) r ^ r ^l* eat numb cr of carkafles,' Sic. 
v;od, and rhe Churches deliverance • hnr^!^ ^ rC ier £llen made for the glory of 
wiiac they muff look for that imflaL* ,V ^ he<? ^ ay kt fonh b Y ^ Sample, 
imitate Nmevites in their pradifes j for fmne evef 

ends : 


Pellem vulpi. 
nam leoninst 
aJpHcre % 


oAn Expofition on 


Chaf.j. 


jiiiror te quo- , ends tragically ; and God is ftill the fame, as He jsfet forth Chap. ii.I wonder, 
mn mores imi- j ult h Cicero to Eerres, that thou fhunneft not their vices whole tearfuU ends thou 
uriseorum ex- artmuc h afraid of. And St. Amhrofe, doling up the fad ftory of Ahab and leza- 
Z’JcZcU W, whom Cod deftroied for their wickcdncffc. Fug' ergUy-e. ejnfmdi 
DeXabotb * faith he Tremble at Inch di'mall ends,and be carefull to avoid them : furh ends ye 
Cap. fliall avoyd, if ye carefully flie from liith flagitious pradifes. 

and a great number oj car ha ff Heb. the heavineffc of dead im’jfjcs which 
lie fo thick . that the earth feemeth to groane under the burthen of them. 

there is none end of their corpfcs] that lie on heapes like io many mountames s 
as they did alter the fight betweene Amur at h king of furks,and La^r,-t:s Delpot 
Turk.hift. 200 olServia. which whiles Amtirath took a view of, lie wasluddcnly fuDSed to 
daath by a half-dead louidier, ftarting up from among the carkafles. 

they (tumble upon their corpfes] And afterward^, perhaps, uf'e them inftead 
Lanquet: Chro. of ftooles and tables, as the Supers did the Thurianfes their advcrlarics An>.o 
1443. banquetting in the place where they won the victory. 

Verfc 4. Buaufe of the multitude of the whoredomes of the Well-favoreu harlot j 
Specious, and therefore gracious with her paramours: of a faire countenance, 
but foulc condition : like Aurelia Orefiilla, that had beauty, but no good p' o- 
cujus prater chrjjippu* called beauty the (lower of vertue; but th at is not generally true. 

Inquam "bonus Diogenes law cauleto lay to i'ome faire women in his time, O epu.m bona domus 
faudautt. Sa- fed mahts hofpes- Here’s a faire heufe, but an ill inhabitant. Niniveh is the vved- 
!u ft* favored harlot here fpokenof; her very namefignifieth a faire habit anon. Hie« 

romc and ochers intciprct it, file was indeed Vrbs formoja et famof-, faire and, 
famous , but foolifh an t filthy, A'/crcrrixmcretriciJfima - flic multiplied her whor«- 
domes both corporall and ipir ituall; for thefe aic leldomc liindred: as we 
iee m that once well-favored, but now withered whore of Rome, Rev. 17.1. 
lioma inverted is Amor, preposterous love, unnaturall filthmeffe is there as coin- 
motily piatfiled, as Idolatry. And as a common harlot paints and dcckcs 
her It If to pleafe her lovers ; fodid Niniveh , fodoth Rome in her pompous and 
men-pleating woifhips: I have read of a I.ady in Paris, that when flie Rw the 
bravery of a Procellion to a Saint, flic cried out. Oh how fine is our religion bc- 
pond that of the Huguenots. And Sir Walter Raxvlcigh was wont fay. that were 
he to ebufe a religion for fleflily liberty, and lafcivioufuefie, he would thufe Pope¬ 
ry : which is indeed an alluring, tempting,, bewitching religion, none like ir. 

the mijheffe of witch-crafts] Harlots arc many of them enchant! efles; and have 
their philtra, their love potions, wherewith to enfnare men, and to draw them 
onto lewdnefle, and to take away their hearts. Hof 4. xi. Athena us brings 
in Plato bewailing himfelf, that he wa^ taken fo much with a filthy harlot. And 
Elian tclles of a whore that boafted to Socrates , that flie could cafily get followers 
from him; not he from her. Of Sampfon and Hercules (whom fome think to 
have been the fameJ thofe two verfes verified. 


Nam potuit lenam, potuit fuperart lestrum : 

Jdjtem ftra non potuit vine ere ; vie it herd. 

Think the fame of idolatry alfojand if thole forccrics,whereby the purple whore 
hath deceived all nations, as d'r. John (in allufion to this place) faith of her 
Rev. 18. 23. For in that book of the Revelation the holy Ghoil borrowes all 
the elegancies and flowers in the flory of the old Teftamentthereby to fee out 
the ftory of the New in fucceeding age?. 

That felleth nations through hir 1 vhord$ms~\ maketh pri’/.c of them, as thofe 
impoftours did, 2 Tim • 3. 6. and then make falcof them as her flaves 2, Vet t 2. 3. 
or otherwife ufc them at her pleafurc, as homely as the whore of Babylon now 
doth thofe her Haves, and foulcs of men Rev. 18.13. whom flic fits upon, even 
upon peoples, nations, multitudes and tongues. Rev . 17 - 1 5 • tyrannizing over 
their consciences, and appointing them to very meane offices: aj that pollute 
of hers, in fitting uponthem , leemeth to import. 

Terfe 5 * B ehold 1 am again ft thee faith the Lord}] And I need fay no more; 
Wert thou but fcnfiblc of thy mifery herein. Be not thou a terronr to me O Z-iW, 


Chap.3. 


the Trophecie of Nahum. 


faith Jeremiah , and then let what will elfc befall me: I fhall the better bcarc it 

Doe not you fall upon me your [elves, faid Sampfon to his country men, that came Tuck 

to bind him -. and then for the Fhiliftincs I fliall order them well enough: fo **' ‘ "* 

faith the good foul. Let not God fet againft me &c. Tyrants and Oppreffours fliai be 

fure to have him their enemy .* and this he tclles them here againe and againe : 

to beatdownerheirvaine confidence in their greacnefle.- whereby they think to 

beare down all before them. " 

And J willdifeover thyfkirts upon thy face] i. e. I will turne up thy clothesabout 
thy eares: and fo fhew all to, thine utter difgracc; a fit punifhment forfo filthy 
a harlot. Efa./spy. 3. Jer. 13, 22. Exje. x6. 37. 3 

And 1 Willftjew the nations thy nakednejfe 1 which nature tcacheth to cover:therefore 
when a man hath committed a finne,.hc bluflieth: the bloud as it were would cover 
thefinne, that mother of fliamc Rev. 3. 18. that the fliamc of thy nakednefle *?* &/***•. 
may notappcarc. ThcwhoreofBabylcnis,and more and more fliall be ferved on buT* aHT: " 

this fort: Rev. 17. 16. Afore God, ye are all bare-ton id faid Mr. Philpot 
Martyr to the Popifti Synod, before whom be was convented. 1 he kings of the 
earth fliall make Rome defolate and naked. Luther and many ocher Proteftant writers 
have done it already, by laying her open in her colours to the world: taking the 
the lame boldneffe and liberty to dilcover her lewdnefTe, that flie did to com¬ 
mit it. 

And the kingdoms, thy Jhami] who {hall cherehcnce flight thee and hate thee 
together with all thy policies and fuperftitions, wherby thou haft enflaved them. * 

Verfe 6. And I-mil caft abominable filth upon thee] As they do chamber-pots 
and worfc, upon harlots that are carted. I have read ofa heathen people that put 
the adulterers and adulterefles heads into the paunch ofa beafl, where all the 
futh lieth ; and loftiflcd them to death- 

, And maki thee vile'} Confpurcabo,dcturp*bo tc, I will befpattlc thee and make 
thee flunk above ground, as lothfome carrion doth ; fo the word fignifieth. it 
was long fince complained of by ona of her own formes, that the flench of the 
Church of: Rome was gone up to heaven. And by another, that of gold flie was Mat.Paru. 
become filver, of filver iron, of iron earth, fupereffe ut in fterem abiret. and 
now there remained no more, but that fliefhould be looked upon as dung. Ac- 7hf °dorrcus 
cordingly icfolloweth. " VriasA U gnfli, 

And I Wilt fet thee as a g a z,ixg-ftocb[\ The Septuagint renders it for an example, c- ™ ams ' 
theis a loofyng-glaJfe,but Calvin (after R. Salomon and Abcr.-Ez.ra ) ponam tc auaf 4 / f 
ftcrcus, I will let thee as dung, which men gladly look befide. Luther rcndcreth m- * 
it Vonam tc in terric filament urn , I will make thee a bug-beare. All this was done 
to Niniveh that great city : and all was done by God, not by Fate, or Fortune, or 
any necefl’ity of Nature, that ftates and kingdoms mult have their'times and their 
tunics, their rife and their ruine, as Politicians dote. oformde 

Vtr. 7, And it [ball come top afs that all they shat look, upon thee (hall flee fiom z. 

f^OThou (halt be a very Magor-miffabib aterrourto all that are round about 
thee: fo that they fliall decline thee and (land a loof off. Refilient ate , they fhall 
leape back from thee ( faith th ^Vulgar tranflation ) as if they had trod upon a 
fnakc. Vbi fimul horninum mores exprimit faith Gualtber. This is the manner of 
moll people: they ineafure friendfliip by profit, and fliamcfully forfakc thofe in 
adverficy, whom they were wont to follow and fawneupon inprofperity. David 
complaints of luch dealing, and Ovid, and many others. 

And jay, Niniveh is laid waft] which molt men held impoffiblc, and never Tempera fu e - 
looked to have feen luch a day. So Rome was called Aurca, and zrEterna and ™it mbila f Q - 
the Romans once thought < as it is faid D ionyftus did) that the monarchy of the l ft seris - c,im 
Wodd had been tied unto them with ebaines ot adamant. But God confuted their SuTamSs 
golden dreamesby break lug their Empire, and giving up their city fixfeverall trh. 
times in1 one hundred thirty nine yearcs, into the hands of the Barbarians: who 
exert j fed the: email kind of cruelty. Bcfidesthat,iti$ obfervedufiat Rome fince 
it became Papall was never befieged by any enemy, but it wastaken. The finall 
rume of it is daily expe&ed, according to that prophecy of St. fohn , .Babylon is rS. 2, : 
fallen,is fallen : and that other of Sibylla afore recited. 

* Lib. Z. 


4.10 <iAn Expofition on Chap.3. 

Tot a cris i» cinereS} quafi nunquam Rom* fuijfes. 

Who will bemoane hcr?^\ Heb. Who will move ( his lips ) for her. Some perhaps 
will {hake his head, or {hoot his bolt at her: but none open his mouth to bemone 
her. It was the juft hand of God to fet off all hearts, and (hut up all mouthes 
from her, that had been fo unreafonably mercileffe and hard-hearted, lam. z. x « 

Whence fh all 1 feek. comforters for thee~\ q. d. So odious thou art, that none 
will do thee that good office: or if they would, fo calamitous thou art that no 
comfort will fallen; For as to fore eyes the gcntleft medicine is troublcfome: 
fois comfort miniftred to fuch as are in an hopelcffe condition. The earc that 
tafteth words, as the mouth doth meat, is at fuch a time imbittred, and oat 
of taft. 

Ver. 8. Art thou better then populous No ? ] Heb. No Amon a great corn- 
Amoni.e. Nu. countrey, and therefore populous: for where viduall and good trading is to 
trim Alma be had, thither people will repaire apace. JVo( that is Alexandria ) was the nur- 

maxa fing mother of Egypt: and Egypt was called the worlds barn or ftorehoufe, hor - 

ream undebattriatttr Gen. 42. 1. It is called Icr. 46. 25, Amon de No , and Eze^ 
30. II. Hamon No y and Verfc 14. 1 6. No, without any addition. This was 
the old name of this city, before it was deftroyed by Nebuchadnezzar: to whom 
God had given Egypt as his pay for his paines in taking Tyre. It was reedified 
by Alexander the great, and he called it after his own name Alexandria. Amn 
it was called, for the rcafons above-given. Though there be thatfech that name 
of it from Ham the fun of Noah. Theodoret will have it fd called from Jupiter Ham- 
Paufan: Lib 3. mort> whofe fonne, Alexander defired to be held: and from whom the Egyptian 
Lib.de I fid. ' husbandmen were called Ammonii, and their arable Ammonia, as Herodotus writ- 
*t oftrid cth. Plutarch alfo telleth us, that the Africans worfhip an unkno wne God by the 
name of Amon, that is (in their language ) Hcus> tu quis es ? This city therefore 
is called r Ho Amon y probably to diltinguifh it from other cities of the fame name; 
as Alexandria Egypt's, Ca fare a Philippi, Augufla Vindelicorum ♦ &c. Iofepbut 
Lib. 2. de bell. that it abounded in people, and wealth: being little lcfie then Hierufilem in 

lnd.Cap.16. compafle. Thinkeft thou now O Niniveh , (faith God here) that thou 
ait in a better or lafcr condition, then this city once was ? but 

lam magnum infeelix nil niji nomtn habet. 

Succurrat illud Let Niniveh go to Icrufalem, to Shiloh Ier. 7. 12. and do as Scipio did, when, he¬ 
ro*™ 0 nomine holding the downfall of Carthage, he fore-faw and bewailed the like fiiturc deftinv 
m? F m HU of Rome his own countrey. J 

ha.ta,,ir, That was fituate amnng the rivers ] which is held the beft fituation for profir,. 

Lib 17. plcafurc, and ftrength. 

That had the waters round about it[_ The river "Hjlus begirt it, (faith Strabo ,) 
but could not mott it up from Gods fire. Sec Tj r al. 33. 17. Prov 21. 20. 
with the Note. 4 

Whofe rampart Wasjhc fea,and her wall was from the fed ] She had the Egyptian 
fea on one fide,and the lake of Martotis on the other, which the Hebrews called 
the Sea. 

V°.rfe 9. Ethiopia and Egypt were her ftrength ^ No was the Metropolis of 
Egypt,and knew no end of her power, as bearing rule over Ethiopia the ftrong, 
Chut Valida « and Egjpt the infinite ( fome read this text) and as having all the reft of the peoples 
Effptij infinite inhabiting Afrike and Lybia for her confederates. See Ier , 4 6. 9. where the 
rum Prophet fpeaketh of fuch People as brought aide to Egypt againftthc Ca/dees, but 

were foiled and worfted : Of the huge armies that Ethiopia was able to raife,fee 
2 Chron. 14. 9. and 16. 8. Egypt for her ftrength was called Rahab Pfal. 87. 
4. and 89. II* that is mighty and proud. 

Put and Ltibim wtrt thy helpers'] By Put, Hierome underftandeth Africa (which 
Was over anent Alexandria , the fea between) a waft continent, thrice as big as 
Europe: and by Lubim Lybia a confiderablc part of that continent, fomtimes 
put for the whole. Thefe would have been helpers to Nj>, but could not: becaufe 

oyer-powred 
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over-poWrcd by Nebuchadnezzar , feric againft them by God. Leagues encred 
into with wicked men, profit not thofe whom God will punifli. The Grecian 
Churches Anno 1438. being afraid of the Turks, fent and fubjefted themfelves to 
the Bifhop of Rome; that they might have the help of the Lacinc Churches: but 
fhortly after, chey were deftroyed, and their Empire fubdued, and fwallowed up in 
the Turkifh grea’cncffe. It is gathered by fome out of Revel. i,6. 14, 15 16. that 
.the Pope and his adherents fhall, cowards the end of the world, for the relloriiw 
of his decayed authority, call in the help- not onely of Popifh Princes, but of for” 
raign States, out of Afia, Africa, and America<■ to fupprefle the heretikes ( as they 
callus) and to root out Religion ; but with evil fuccefle: for they (hall affociJc 
thcmfelvcs onely to be broken in pieces , Efay8. 9. thefe Auxiliaries (halllpeedno 
becter then thofe fubfidiarie Syrians did, 2 Sam. 10.18,19. they fhall receive a fa¬ 
mous foil at Armageddon ■ fuch as Sifer.t did, at the waters of Megiddo, fudg. 5. 

19. and a voice from the throne fhall fay; It is done, verf. 1 6, 1 7. 

. Verfe lb- let wm Jhc carried aWay, Jbe Went into captivity 3 Whereof though 
there be no other record, yet wc ought not to doubt of the truth, fith it is here al- 
lodged by the holy Ghoft, as a thing either done before, or fhortly after to bee 
done, asmay be probably gathered from Jerem. 46. 25. Ezel ^ 30.19,21. com¬ 
pared with jer.20.28. aiid 44.49. To God ( by reafon of the vaftneffe of his be- 
ing)all things are prefent. As he that ftandson an high mouncain,and looks down, 
though to the paflengcr that goes by, fome arc before, fome behinde ■ yet to hitn 
they are all prefent: So here. 

her young children alfo. Were da/bed in pieces, at the top of all the fireets ] A ter¬ 
rible fpeftacle to thofe that paffed by.- who wereEO look for little mercy, when 
children, in whom there is fo little guile, or gall, and who are ufually favoured for 
their innocency, and ignofcency , met with fuch hard meafure. Sec the Note on Hof. 

13. 16. Warreisan evil; Efay 45.7. fuch as no words (how wide foever) can 
fufficiently fet forth. Bellum a belluis. 

and they cafi lots for her honourable me*] whether fo, for age or authority; 
the dice were caft on them for flavcs,asO^. 11. A great alteration on the fuden. 

\Taniberlams coach-horfes were conquered kings. AdonUcze^s doggs, fevency 
kings, gatherings crumbs under his cable. Saporcs'ukd the Emperour Valerian for a 
footftool. C ref us carried captive by Syms, cries out, O Solon, O Salon.G'tlimir led p impUl 
in triumph by BeHifarius, Vanity of vanities, all is vanity: and calls to him for a de titU 
cruft to relieve him, a cittern to folace him, and a fpungccodry his eyes with. Vandal 

Omnia ftnt hominum tenui psndcntia filo : 

El fttbiio cefit , qua valuere y rttuht. 


Henry the fourth Emperour of Germanic, after ten years reigne, wasdepofed ; and 
by his epemies driven to that exigent, that he defired onely a elerkfhip in an houfe 
at Spire, of his own founding; which was barbaroufiy, by the Bifhop of that place, 
denied him. Our Henry the fixth, that had been the mod potent Monarch for 
dominions that ever England had, was, whendepofed, not die mailer of a Mole- D 
hill, nor of his own liberty, but beaten, and. wounded, '&c. to lhcw that mortality J ' j 
is but the fiage of mutability • when they that were brought up in fear let embrace 
the dung-bifs, Lam. 4. 5 . 

bound in chains J not of gold, as 2 cnobia was; but of iron, as the word fig- 
nifieth, 

Verfe 11. Thou alfo fhalt be drunken] fc. with the cup of the wine of Gods 
wrath, Jer. 25.27. thou (halt drink, and be drunk.-, and jpae, and fall , and rife 
no more, becaufe of the f\\ord which 1 Will fend amongslyou. This is chat 
dry drunkennejfe of them that are drnnbut not With Wine, Efay. 51. 21. of 
them that remember their affliction and their miftry, the wormWood and the gall, 

Lam. 3.19. If the faints fip fometimes of the top of Gods cup, the wicked (hall 
drink deep of it, yea though it be eternity to the bottom. 

thou fhalt be hid [] Or, thou fhalt lurk ; either for fear of the enemy ( who waft 
once above fear, and thine enemies below hope ) or, for fhame of thine undone 
condition. See Rev, 6. 16. Luke 13. 30. Hof. 10. 8. Or, thou fiialt vanifb, and 
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be brought to nothing; as if there never had been any fuch. Confer Obad \ 6 
Nineveh is nothing elfe now, faith One who had been there, but a fepulturc of 
shcr feif, a little town of fmall trade, where the Patriarch of the Nefronans keens 
his feat at the devotion of the Turk. J * 

thou fts.lt alfo freely flrcngtb becaufe of the enemy'] Or, from the rncmie: ben b el 
of them, to whom thou wouided once have fcorned to be‘beholden : or of than 
againft whom thou haft profefled, and praiftifed open hoftilicy. * 

t'crfe 12. AH thy (irono-.boldsfr.xiU be like fro-trees J i c. tam infirm* ac fa 
ficttlne.t cjfcnt 4 Look how the fig-tree cafreth her .untimely ( or green) figges, when 
(he is fhaken of a mighty wine. Rev. 6.13. yea, though it be but of a <?ent!e\vind 
if the tigs be ripe, as here, they fail with little ado : fo fnall thy munitions, wherein 
thou truilcft. 

they frjall even fall itito the month of the enter that is, of the Chaldean who 
gape for thy deftru&ion , and defircs nothing more then to reve!! in thy l’uines. 
They (hall take thy fortrelfes as eafily, as Tmothers s did towncs; which were fa id to 
come into his toyls,whiles he dept. Or,as Charles 5 - who in 28. battels in America 
waged by his Generalls Cortez, and Piznrro, wan 28. kingdoms. 

farfeis. Behold thy people in the rr.iddcft of tbee are \\omca I i. r. jfenrfriil and 
faint-hearted: 'Ayfite< Sxfl*’Afee F fay 3. 12. frr. 51. - 0 . and 4^.41. 
And this in the mid deft of thee, where they fhould be mo ft valiant, like cocks on 
their own dung-hill, as they fay. Lo, thofe that formerly faced the heavens, and 
by a Cyslopical-kind of impiety, flighted God, and dared the devil to a dueli how 
eyejl-fain they are and couragelcilb, when the enemy is upon them: rhenoiJcnfa 
driven leaf, affrights thcm,_ Lev. 26. a ptnick terrour fti/.eth upon them, as it did 
once upon the Syrians^ 2 King. 7. and upon the Jmperialifts, in the warre againft 
the Hujfrte. t, fo that they could not ftrikea frrnke: and upon the Burr Alum' 
who expefting a battle, thought long thirties were launccs, and turned their backs 
with thole Ephraimites, Pfal . 73.9. Jr is God that puts mettle into men tbac 
ftrengthens or weakens the arm of either party, Tf^r^.3 0.24. Thcfr linns, as they 
arc called chap . 2.12. that formerly rufhing out of Nineveh their den f]!^d it with 
ravine, tearing and fpoiling all they met with, are now become Harrs’and Stages, 
that have great horns, but do nothing with them, quia detft animus, hecaufeYhe'’ 
want courage: or as thofe nretrians, of whom Th c mi(locles faid, that they wer» 
like the fword-fifti, that had a fword indeed , but not an heart to make ufc 
of it. 

the gates_ of thy land /ball fe fet relic open ] Thy frontier towncs and cinque- 
ports, thole keyes of the kingdom ; apenendo aperientnr ill n It open to give the ene- 
, mie entrance; as at the fiege of Jerufalem, the iron-gate opencd°of it own 
accord. 

the fire frj<t11 devoure thy barrcs\ Becaufe God, who is a confumin-. fire frail 
removcoutof the enemies way, all obftacles and impediments: fo that all fivT 
pervious, and patent to them. Fire God had threatened once befor- Ac. 
2. t 3. and it may very well be, that the gates were tired without a metaphor. See 
verfc 15. 

Verfc 14. Draw the waters, for the frege , See. A moft hitter and fcifrm taunt nr 
mock: whereby the Prophet laughech to fcorn the frrrfications of "the Nine- 
vttes, and their diligence and providence in defending themlclvcs, which (hall 
nothing avail them, becaufe God will curfe their enterprifes, Vfal. 127. i, 2. 
Seethe like Sarcafmc chap.' 2. 1. In thofe Eaftern countries there was great fear- 
city of water. Draw thee good ftorc for the better holding cut the liege ; for if 
water fail thee, thou muft needs yeeld. 

fort if e thy ftreng-holds ] Bur they (hall foon fail thee, verfc 12. as the tower 
of Shcchem did thofe that fled to it, and as the ftrong-hold of Zion did the’ 
braving febufttc. r , 2 Sam. 5. 7. if (, 0( J bee againft us, no other help can 
i ^ e * ,cvc us - Brafle and iron can fence a man againft a fword, but not againft 
fire. D 

go into clay and tread the morter~] */*. t o make brick of. For in maritine and 
tnoonln places, wh.ere ftones arc not to be had, they ufed to wall their cities’ and 
make their munitions with brick. This, proud Nineveh is cpmmanded here to do, 

by 
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by an Irony, zsTbeophylaEl nottthi but (he (hall but labour in the very fire take * 

pains to no purpofe: for God will deftroy the works of her hands Ecclef. % 6 

makefrrongthe bric^kilnej Or, repair it, that all may be ready. And thefe 
things they did no doubt very diligently : neither were they for that to be blamed. 

But this was their fault; as it was alfo the fault of the Jews in like cafe Efay -2 
that they looted not to the Maker.f all, neither bad re fell unto him that fUioned 
f S ec - ver f e ?»10,11. This, if they had doneferioufly, chouoh they 

had made leffe preparation, the enemy might have been daunted, and difnTayed as 
much, as that Duke of Saxony was; who having proclaimed warre againft the Bi- 
fliop of Magdeburg, and undemanding by his intelligencers, that the Bilhop le- 
.v.cdnoirmy, made no preparation . but onely gave out, that he would commit his 
caufc to God, who would not fail to take up arms for him; Iwfimat Mm, faid Bmhlar 
iheDuke, It were a mad prank rn me to make warre upon fueh an one as tmfteth chrmK 
.n God to right and revenge him. Let who will meddle with fuch a man- I 
will not. 

f crfe i$. There frja/l the fire devour thee ] There, that is, in thy ftrong-holds 
where thou flunked thy fell moft fafe. Thefe (hall be to thee pro carcere & viftrino 
for n pnfon, or little-eafe; when the fire of Gods wrath (hall kindle up!m thee' 
wcfjrcoi warre (hall confume thee. Sec Amos 1.4. foeh.19. and 2 3,30. Amos 
7.4 with the Notes. Evil (hall hunt the violent man to deftroy him Vfal.140.1 1. 
neir.icr muft bethink to be fafe any where from divine vengeance, 'Amos 9. 2 3. 

Pf,d. 1 *9. 7, 8, 9,1 o. Obad 4. which will not fuffer them to live, as thofe Barbal 
rians could tell, Alls 28.4. The Heathens, called Nemefis, or Vengeance AJWkt; , 
to (new that no guilty perfon could fhun it. Sliufle he may for a feafon’from fide 
, to fine, as Balaams arte did, to avoid the Angels fwcftd ; but at length lay down Num. 2a 27 
undei a, and fo condemned her mafters madneffe, 2 P&.z. 1 6. Running in to 
C 3 od is the onely beft way to efcape him : as to clofe 'and get in with him that 
wouid (trike you, doth avoid the blow. 

.. ctit thee off \ Eft bac vebemens plane comminatio, faith Gualther. 

ibis is truely a very vehement threat. See how thick it falls like hail-fhot upon 
ti.em, that they can hardly take breach : and all too little to work upon their hard 
f earcs, which could not repent. Thefe uncounfellable JTinevites were like the Smiths 
dog. whom neichcr the-hammers above him, nor the fparks of fire falling round 
about him can awake. Like Leviathan, they efteemed iron as ft raw, and braffe as 
ro.tcn wood. Darts were counted by them as frubble, they lUugbed at the ftjakinoof 
ijx U’rur, job 41. 27,29. It is proper to Gods people to tremble at his word to 
ftaiunn awe of his judgements, win left they yet hang in the threatnings. Wicked 
men dear, when they (hould fear ; and fay in their hearts when God threateneth 
toem, as rrcdertckthz lecond, Emperour of Germany was wont to fay openly, in 
tnegreaieu threatning of his enemies, Minarttm ftrepitits, Afinorum crepitus. \ 

It shall rat thee up as the can^r-worm] Which ufech to make quick difpatch, 
ar:-d clean work. See foci 1. Sc 2. to (hear all afore it. 

make thy pelf many] Heb. mighty with multitude: fo that the axle-tree of the 
L- 1 !*". ’ ”™y. ieem . Co 8 roan under thy grandeur and nlafiinelfe. Do this thou, O 
kuigoi JAr.ieveh ( for the Hebrew Verb here is Mafculine. ) Do the like thou, O 
City or Nineveh. 

* as 1 which hath its name in Hebrew from multi - 

A'.\ . in - c r au ^ e > as that Z-e^ioM in the Gofpel, they are many : and here the Hebrew 
u ". ■at'tiKf. . linifters muft lay about them on allhands; and bee ready to’ 
turn themidves, as it were, into all fhapes and faihions, both of fpeech and of fpi- 
i . :i; to ,jnn S P co P ie t0 the knowledge of God, and his will, of themfelves,and their 

r. A 1 -. '•?* T ! }0}i milti ? lied th y mercl >*nts above the far res of heaven^ And 
r>l ; r!K ' 11 to hfive a fake m ft ore, hoWfoever the dice chance to turn. For thefe 
1 -e: - ■ ;.ur i ; were very rich, and could furniftt her with money, which is the finewes 
*[. j - A'...] trai ^ c ^ ^ arre a nd near; and fo could give intelligence. 

way-lay and intercept the enemies contributions that it came not 
:jll ‘ wou ‘d you know, faith the Prophet, how thefe merchants will ferve 
s '••your greateftneed? 

The 
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The canfor-Worm Jpoileth and fieetb aWay ] q.d. They will fervc themfelves up¬ 
on you and then leave you in the lurch, to make as good fliift as you can. They 
are mere canker-worms^ which firft eat up all, 3n<4 then haft away. Thelb falfe 
friends well they may be the caufes, but companions they will not be of your cala¬ 
mity-*like crowes that flock to a deadcarcafle, not to defend it, but to devour ic: 
and no fooner have they bared the bones but they are gone. Such falfe merchants 
as thefe hath this land been much peftered with from Rome , in former ages. 
Matthew Parts teileihusof one florentinus, the Popes Legate here, in King Johns 
re irtnc Ferentinus the wifer fort called him, for bearing away fo much money. And 
of another named Otto ( one of the Popes merchants, or rather micc-catchers , as he 
calleth them ) who after three years raking together of money, by moft dcteftablc 
arts atlaft departing hence, to avoid a ftorm, he left not fo much money in the 
whole kmgdomc, as‘hc either carried with him, or fenc to Rome before him.- Jn 
the year 1235. there were fpread thorow England certain Roman canker-worms, 
called Caurflm ( quafi capientes urfl , devouring Bears quoth Paris ) who had in- 
tangled the King, Nobles, and all others chat had to deal with the Court of Rm Cy 
in their cunning fnarcs, and ufurious praftifes, under colour of fupplying with mo¬ 
ney lucli as wanted prefent pay to the Pope. Thefe were called the Popes merchants , 

Verfe 17. Thy crowned are as the locufls 3 i. e. thy Barons (faith Diodatc') and 
oreat Lords, wearing diadems and wreaths, in token of dignity: fuch a N*za- 
rite ( that's the Hebrew word he^eJ^yajs fifepb^Gen. 49.26. bccaufe feparateand 
exempt from other men, dsfWhie&iiff. Calvin Iikewife rendrech it, thy Prince* 
the Vulgar Latin, thy Keepers. Some others, thy Na^aritcs, or, thy religions per- 
fons, fee aparc from the cpmmon fort, to pray for the cities iafety. Such were 
thofe Chemarims, or Chimney-chaplains among the Jews, Hof. 10. 5. Zeph 1.4. 
Such are the Mailers among the Turks, who call them, the religious brothers of 
love ; and the /haveling-Mendicants among the Papifts. Thefe locufls are, Rev.9. 

7 * 7. fa’idto have on their heads^ as it were croWns like gold. 

and thy Captains as the great grajhoppers^ Heb. as the graftoppers of graflop - 
pers, by an Hebraifme, like that, King of kings , fong of fongs , &c. The word ren- 
dred Captains, is foraigne* R.„ David and others render it, Imperator, Dnx,Vrtn- 
ceps. It feemeth to be a name of dignity among the Adrians, as Z aphnath-paaneah 
was among the Egyptians , Gen. 41.45. Thefe are called grajboppers, and locnfls, for 
their ufelefneffe, and fearfulnefife. A . , r ., 

Which camp in the hedges' | fc. Of the gardens or vineyards. And they are laid 
to camp , in regard of their multitudes, as if they were an army of them. See W 
2. The* Prophet taxeth here Nineveh’s vain confidence in her confederates, and 
filch other hanger-on, as might truly fay. 

Nos nrnneri fumus, fruges confumerc nati. 

We are men of no great moment, fuch as Ariflophanes in Plutarch prettily played 
upon, when he faid, mficu i. e. guafloras flub ones. 

but when the Sun arifeth , they flee away J So thefe trencher-flics, when they 
have ferved their own turns upon thee, and now fee the tempeft of warre growing 
on amain, they worfhip the rifingSun, keep themfelves on the warm fide of the 
hedge, leave thee to (hiftasthou canft, and feck out for themfelves a better for¬ 
tune. _ . 

Verfe 18- Thy fbepherds flumber , O King of Affyria 3 This ylpoflrophc to the 
king is emphaticall. He is given to know, that his Nobles, and Officers, Muhy. 
4, 5,6.„and 7,14. his Councellours of State, and greateft Politicians, fhouldbce 
benighted, and not know what counfell to give, or courfe to take- Or, they flant- 
ber , that is, they are dead, as Pfal. 76.6. And this is more agreeable to chat which 
followcth: . 

thy Nobles fhall dwell in the dufi 3 The Vulgar hath it fepelientur , fhall be buried. 
Others, jacebunt , fhall lie on the ground, like beafis, through fear and conflerna- 
tion of mind, 1 Sam. 28.20* Then Saul fell firaigktWay all along on the earth^and 
Was fore afraid. 

thy 


Chap.}. the Trophecie of Nahum. 

thy people is fiat tered upon the mountains 3 Diffufed and difperfed abundantly.- 
as fheep without a fhepherd, whereof none being wifer then other, no man gat he- 
rcth them y into the fheep-coats of better order. * 0 

, Verfe 19- There is no healing of thy bruife 3 Clades & ftrages tux irreparabilis efl. 
Thy difeafe is defperate, thy condition comfortlcfle: thou art utterly to be deftroy- 
ed. When God fmitech his own people, ic may well be asked as Efij 27.7. Hath 
he Jmitten him , as he fmot thofe that fmot him ? Or, is he Jlain according to the 
flaughter of them that are flain by him ? Surety no : there is a manifeft difference. 
Hee hath torn , faith the Church, and he Will heal us : hee hath fmitten , and bee will 
bind us up, Hof. 6. 1. Hence that diflinftion of punilhmenc, or pain, in condem - 
mintern, & corrigentem , in patnant vindi&e, & pocnam medeU. Afflictions and 
ctemporall evils arc in the nature, to the wicked of a curfe, to the godly of a cure - 
to the former, mortall ; to the latter, medicinally When the Wicked faring as grafle, 
and when at! the workers of iniquity do {lo it rifl y it is not for any good wifi that God 
beareth to them : but it is, that they fliall be defiroyed for ever, Pfal.92.7. See the 
Note on chap. 1.9. 

thy Wound is grievous J Not onejy incurable, but full of anguifh intolerable. 
Thus, many farrows flail be to the wicked , pfal. 32.10. and yet all that they fuffer 
here, is but as drops of ivrath, fore-running the great ftorme inhell: or as a crack 
preceding the fall of the whole houfc upon them: The leaves only fall on them here* 
there, the whole tree. 

all that hear the bruit of thee flail clap the hands , &c. J As rejoycing at thy ruine, 
and fubferibing to Gods juft: judgement upon thee: they fhall take up this taunting 
fpcech againft thee, and fay. How hath the oppreflour ceafid ? the golden city ceafid? 
The Lord hath broken the (lafle of the Wicked , and the fiepterof the rulers , &c. 
Efiy 14 -4,SA7- 

For upon whom hath not thy Wickedncflc pafled continually ? 3 Thy wickednefle, 
that is, thy wicked counfels, edifts, enterprizes, have they not extended farre and 
near for mifehief to many Nations? and this not fora little while, but jugiter, 
continually ? It hath been thy conflant trade from thy youth up ( mque enim mva 
eft nut wipera luc tua crude litas ) to waft and weary out other nations, with thine 
inrodes and hoflilities. Thy deftrneftion therefore is of thy felf, O Nineveh : the 
indications, and complofions of others at thy mifery, is no more then thou haft 
, merited. Os quod in forte tua ceciderit, illud rodas , as the Arabian proverb hath it. 
Bear the reward of thy wickedndfe,which is now come home to thee; Thy wicked- 
nefls is the root of thy Wretchednefle : this the Prophet here repeateth, and incul- 
cateth in the perclofe; that he may leave it as a fling in the minds of his hearers, as 
Gualtberv/cW obferveth. 






comment 

• EXPOSITION 

Up on the Prophefie of 

HABAKKUK. 


Chap. I. 

H E burden ] The Vropheticall burden , faith the 
Chaldee Paraphraft : the burdenom prophefie ft aich 
T rente Him, See the Note upon Mai. i. i. 

which Habakfuk^ the prophet did fee ] simplex- 
ator iHey That Embracer, ( fo fome interpret his 
name ) yea, Optimus Amplexator ( as they gather 
from the la ft lladicall emphatically doubled ) That 
left Embracer . Et cert'c omen habet nomcn, He hath 
not his name for nought: for ( as Luther writeth ) in this Prophefie he loveth, 
and huggeth his aftfiftedcountrey-mcn: he fuccoureth and folacefrh them, as the 
mother doth her crying babe, to Hill it. Hitrom and Others, make Habakpak. to 
fignifie Luttatorcm amp lex ftringentem, a Wraftler, that by clofing ftrives to pre¬ 
vail • that by might, and flight fceks to get the better. Such a One was faceb, 
Hof.12.4.® whole wraftling was by weeping, and his prevailing by praying. Such another 
was Habakkufy who argueth earneflly with God about the ftace of his people, 
amd prayeth ardently for them ; not doubting but chat the Lord would preferve the 
Pfal r'2? faithfully and plentifully reVcard the proud doer. A Proper lie is here Ailed, and a 
a * 3 ‘ 23 ‘ Seer } and that’s all is faid of him: nothing of his pedegree, or time of prophefy- 
ing; chat the Word ( and not the man ) might be glorified , Ad. 13. 47. Regis epi- 
Jlolis accept is, faith Gregory ; When a kings letters arc brought to his fubjeds,^ it 
is a ridiculous thing for them to enquire with what Pen they were written; *tis 
the matter mud be minded. So here. A Prophet, Habalfituk. was; and is therefore 
to be received into our hearts, if we look for a Prophets reward. He received hea¬ 
venly viftonSy whereunco therefore we muft not be difobedient, Aft. 26.19. That 
memorable fcntence of his, The juft {ball live by faith , is more then once made ufe 
of bySt.Prf#/, in that weighty bufineffeof Juftification, Rom. 1*17- Gal. 3. 11. 




the Tropbccie of HabakkuL 


which proves the Canonical! authority of this prophefie. The precife time when 
it was uttered, is not known. Jn the dayes of Munafcky moft think : but fome are 
of opinion, in 'fofiah's time rather, or not long before : becaufe he foreccllcch the 
liabylonifli captivity, and feemeth to agree with jeremy in many things. Sure it is 
roar this Prophet lived not after the captivity ( fee verfe 6. 7. of th '^chapter ) as 
l-piphauifu and Hierom would have it: grounding upon thofe Apocryphal ad did- J f et , cw '™ 
ons to Daniely which either are falfe, or clie there were two Habakfuh. *ro>eg. 

1W(. 2.0 Lordy how long ftjail J cry ? and thou wilt not hear ? | Lo, this is the 
confidence of a good confcience towards Cod, 1 Pet. ?. 21. when iris parlino with 
him by prayers, and odd intercefiions, 1 Tim.z.i. it dare plead, as fers r» 1 f* 

and interrogate, as Rom. 8. 33, 34, 35. Efay 63.15- and expoftuktc, as David 

often: when Godfecmsto be alleep, he wakes him: when to delay, he quickens 
him : when to have loll his wonted kindnefle, he finds it for him / fo doth Ha- 
here : for he knew he might do it. Sec his holy boldnefle beneath," verfe 1 2 
r and learn to continue inflant in prayer, AW 12.12. crying, fhtotfquc Domine Bc-dh vm ' 

How long Lord ? This was Mr. Calvin Motto ; ever in his mouth, as Deo «ra- ^ ' 

ti.u was, in sluftins. ** 

even cry out unto thee, of violence f i.c. Of all forts of hamous finnes, which I 
have long crycd out upon, and fought by preaching and prayer to redrefle, but can¬ 
not ; fo incorrigibly flagitious arc they grown, that I have now no ocher way left 
but ro turn them over co thee, with a Non convertentur. They will not be converted! 

-Shall they Hill efcape by iniquity ? Jn thine anger caft down the proplCy O God : and 

let them feel the power of thy wrath, that will not fubmic to the feepter of thy P&I.Srf.;. 

jtingdnm. Thus the holy Prophet ( Elias- like, Rom. 11. 2.) mnketh jnterceilion 

God againll ifracl (when once incorrigible, uncurable) for whofe fouls health he Im P endam & 
would have fpent, and been fpent. 1 cxjmdar. 

' Verfe 3. Why doft thou ftjcw me iniquity ? &c. ~| Thcfe were Hazsiits to Habab. 
bkl eyes, he could not fee them with dry eyes, he could not but vex his riditeous 
ioul from day to day, as Lot did at Sodom, with their unlawfull deeds, 2 Pet. 2.8. 
privately committed, ( as here in their common commerce) and publikely as in 
the next words, in Courts and Confifiories: for all was out of order. * 

find cuttle me to behold grievance ) Moleftation and mifehief done to thofe that 
would Jive peaceably in the land ( Confer Pfal. 7. 74, 16. and 94. 20. and 55. j 1.) 
to the poor that are fallen into their nets, debts, bonds, and morgages, Pfal. 1 c.p. 

It is as if the Prophet fliould fay ; Why dofi: thou not punifh thefe enormous pra- 
eiil'es, but fufifer evil-doers toabulethy long-liilferance, co thy diftionour ? si v er¬ 
rors the Philofopher, drew an argument from Gods patience to deny his pro¬ 
vidence. flat what faith Auftine ? Some wicked. Cod punifheth here, JcA his T " P ^ 3 °. 
providence; and but fome, left his patience, and promife of judgement Ihould be 
called in queftion. 

for (foiling and violence are before me~\ E regicne m:i vaft.it io & violent it fo 
that I cannot look befides them, I cannot but complain of them. Ellu.tmd Jeremy 
were morepafiionate, 1 King. 19. 4, 10, 14. fer. 1 5. 10. and 20. 14. J 

and there are that raife up (lrife and contention^ Thefe are Sataps feeds-men and 
kindle-coals. He is an unquiet fpirit, and ftrives to make others fo ; loves to fifti in 
troubled waters, doth all he can to fet one man again A another, that hee may prey Cr<£. 
upon both : as the MaAer of the pit fuppeth upon the bodies of thofe cocks whom 
he hath fet to kill one another. Be not make-bates, feeds-men of fedicion. 

Verfe 4. Therefore the law is flacked 1 Defluit lex. An elegant Metaphor from 
the pulfe, which in a dying man beaceth faintly. The law is the pulfc of the Com- 
* mon-wealth. If it ftirre not at all, the Common-wealth is dead. If it have but 
flow motion, the Common-wealth is weak. But if it keep an equall courfe, the 
Common-wealth is in good conftitution. 'Lexlnxythe law is a light, faith Solomon: 
but the deluge of fin had well-nigh put out this light in Ifrael; who was now grown 
in a manner lawielfe, through long impunity. 

and judgement doth never go forth \ Or, it goeth not forth to the utmoft, to vi- 
tlory : it is not carried on to a right upfhot, as the Septuagint, and Latine ren- 7lA * f * 
der it. 

for the wkkrd doth compajfe about the righteous 3 As a crown com pa (fet h the 

head: 






aAn Expojition on Ghap.^. 

Siad: Hcfurroundeth and circumvcntcth him to his hurt. The children of this 
world are Wifcr in their generation &c. The Midianitcs out Kitted the Ifraelites 
25. 18. The l'harifees hemmed in our Saviourto enfnare him : but were 

^^herefore wrong judgement proceeded'} D ifiorted judgement. So E^ek- 9. 9. 
the city was full oiMutteh that is of (mifbpat dinmitteh, as Kimchi expoundeth 
yy aficr* it x if.^cnient turned from the biajfc : the ballance of jufticc was tilted on the one 
j j- im ^ 21. A judge istorctaine the decency and gravity of the law : to 
do nothing of partiality or popularity; to proceed, not according to opinion or 
appearance; butas a juft law is an heart without afFetfion, an eye without luft, a 
ininde without paflion &c. To fhould he. Elfe wrong and Wrcftcd judgement will 
foon proceed, to the prejudice of the righteous. , , , 

Verfe ). Behold yc among the heathen, and regard , and Wonder marvcloujly] 
Heb : Wonder, Wonder. This is Gods anfwer to the former cxpoftulation, which 
he difliketh not, but incouragcth the reft of his people to the like holy boldneffe. 
jt contaiucth a promife to the Prophet and the reft that were like affeded, that he 
would fhortly vindicate his glory and be avenged of the wicked, though he bore 
long with them. This that he may the better affure. He proceeded by an elegant 
climax ; wherein his fpeech getteth ground and arifeth higher and higher, that 
the Differs might be the more afleded. Behold ye defpifers So St. Paul after the 
Septuagint ( whofc tranflation, he here followcth as moft received, and moft ma- 
king f«>r his purpofe) Aft. 13.41* thcfcnlc being one and the lame. 

fori will Workjt work-in your day es’] This phrale noteth the ftrong intention Qf 
God uporf it, as ler t 18. 18. to dtvifl devifes noteth ftrong plotting to mifthief 
the Prophet! SoChiiftis faidto wo>\a wor^oh. 5. 36. many do rather pl^ 
their woiks, then work them. This is not God-Ike. He is ferious and through 


in hi'-workes . r 

which jc will not beleeve , though it be toldyo *! But put eft all,as thole in the Uoi- 
pc! did, with a God-forbid : and fo go on in fin, till wrath come upon you to the 
utmoftl To this day, we cannot get men to bclecve the truth of Gods judgments, 
whilefl: they hang in the threatening 1 .: but one put-off or another they get, 
through felF-delufion, or olfl inary of heart Law. 3.65. next unto which followed), 
Thy curfe upon them. . _ 

Verfe 6. Tor loe, Iruife up the Chaldeans, that bitter , and bafty nation] ihe 
Chaldaans were anciently the Pliilofopheis of the Babylonians: Babylon was 
a Province of the Affyrian Empire; but not the fame with Niniveby only walled 
about by Semiram'u and by her called Babylon ) as Sit id.us noteth. Ninhch was 
the Metropolis, Babylon ruled by Prefects. One of whom, vU Mcrodach Bala- 
dan ) rebelling againft Ejar-baddon King of Niniveh, tranflated the whole king- 
Qualtb. dome to the Babylonians ufing the help and connfcll of the Chaldaans, famous 

for their wifdome and authority : which yet was nor done without the Lord who 
then ftirred them up, and now fent them againftthc Jcwcs, to averge thequar- 
rcllofhis covenant. In like manner God hath in chefe laft times raifcd up the 
Turkes that bitter and hafty nation , bitter and bloody, hafty and headlong, 
wJiv£vctC<tteonivw purfuing their viftoriesand fubduingin a fliortfpace many nati¬ 
ons, and kingdomes to their Empire. Hence the Jews arcyi the former verfe 
called upon to view among the heathen what havock the Chaldaans had made; 
that is, fhould fhortly make by overrunning Syria , the greater part of all Afut, 
and fome parr alfo of Africa. In the greatnelfe of theTurkifh Empire is (wal¬ 
lowed up at this day both the name and Empire of the Saraccnes, the moft glo¬ 
rious Empire of the Greckcs, the renowned kingdomes of Macedonia, T cleponne - 
fits, Epirus, Bulgaria, Serbia, Bofina, Armenia, Cyprus, Syria, Egypt, J*~ 
dan. Tunes , Argeirs , Media , Chaldaa , with a great pait of Hungary ; as alfo 
of the Pcrfian kingdome, and all the Churches and places fo much fpoken of in 
Tmk- Wifi £ cr jpcure (the Roman only excepted, which yet he daily threateneth ) and in briefe 

Reader*. * fo much in Chriftcndome, as far excecdeth that which is thereof at this day left. 

In fine, no part of the world is left untouched by the Othoman monarchy, but 
Turk. bifl. America on\y *, not more happy in her rich mines, then in that flic is fo far from 
132. fo great and dangerous an enemy. The King of Spainc, of all other Princes Maho¬ 
metan 


Chap, i. the Trop hecie of Habakkuk. 4.19 

mean or Chriftian that border upon the Turk, isbeft able to -‘- 

hm. How tar and with what brtterneffe and haft hchath carried on his Cathohke 
Monarchy, is better known then that it need here to be related O Eli l,.I 
put a flop to him. Captaine Drake and his fouldiers when they ' took Saufro Tin 
mingoAnno. 1585. ( where his arms were to belecninthe town-hall with this Cambi * l W- 
inscription, Nonfuffictt orb is ) derided his avarice and ambitions: bu*- the poor ***'* 

Indres groancheavily under his cruelty: and -Crjaans commenting upon chefe 
words that bmor a»d hafy ran,,- TrihsMur Oils duo, faith he. Two things are 
here attributed to the Chaldees bitterneffe, and fwiftnelfe in undcrakinf and 
difpatching eonquefts: r „bus dotibus \bcr,s «oftra *,<uc p^di„ s , pn h dou" e^e 

SpTnSrdt 15 ^ W ° fU CXpCriCncewcfilld now ada y cs too much verified of the 

V Tl r Th,J T. tmible d ™ d f«n Or, horrible Such as were thofeev- 

ants calledLE f «wIk«. a ir.Cnr. , 4 . 3 . and far more formidable then that l!d 

pntant at Paris, who would needes be ftiled Herribili* Sophifta, the Horrible c„. 

P. . r, non mimnm com appettattonim rntm ( faith Vices ) ™, Im African, ay.t AT,- De “*J- “ r - 
aw, taking it for as great an honour, as to be a Conquerour ' art.lih.%. 

as they ldt; their lull fliall be the.t law, PeUtnr h mdiofipiemu, ■oiLifrrc?. 

Sc . ./*' J 2 - 4 > 5 ■ Exl “l. S- 2. Thcfe Chaldaans will be i heir own carvers- 
rnrnrftnng law according to their own pleafures. The honour alio and dinnitvof 
this nation (now bafe and obfeure) fhall grow up and appe»rt. ° ^ cubit, et decre - 

Verfe 8. Their,horfes alfo are fwifter then the leopards j Or Panthers famous tum ^ ume f e ~ 

JS'lTfhe p^rrt 1 p rr bi sxzz 

Tele" ■ *?V-f n ( eanfama, bach it) dedicated him to their sod 
the Sun; as the fwifteft creature to the fwifteft god. See Io£. 4 r. 2o . Prov n Symtmcbus 
ana are more fierce then the evening wolves! Heb: more fharn for icZr'X.l Vide r tin. hb. 

they have been held hunger bit, and empty all the day long. Se ?L* [l£id 

hlrflVH; 59 , f &C - ° lf . U V, »• *: 3- 1*%,, One rnan flefcco Lit 

neftfurnM na y adevi11 to another. The Metaphor is here taken from fliar- 

peit Iwords, which quickly cut. Jf.sot T <p 

- and 'heir horfemen JhatlJpread thcnifelvcsy with incredible fwiftneffe which In IT"" 

rmmoTol nCCCffaryandUfcfu11 - ^* lU ‘ -P". and we mtrtre ' 

and their horfemen fall come from far] The Jews wercfecure of the ChaLUms 
as being far remote: but that fhall be no hindei ance. * 

they fall flee as the Eagle that bafteth to eat J Inflngulis verbis trondus efl faith 
Druflus, Here cach word hath its waight: for he that liaftcth on hL wav is The * 

Jhc hafter’h r nd the Ea S lc “ of flight then any bird, and cfpecially when * 

nJat- f EaS ' eS fwiftnc , fli Wh * and whence. See Umbrjfe 

Como all for -violence^ that by force and violence they mav 
wfl 7 havei[ 0 fo! th<:m ' “ They are let upori'c and 

" P " ‘ he 'hat ventus urens & exiccans, they 

and fo gather the captivity as the fand] So many (hall be their captives 

^ httle accounted of, as the duft or fand they tread upon. Thus the Turks 
boodeTSnd^”^ 7 aQd ° ther Ch . riftism countries necr unto them, innumerable 
Z i ^ 1 $ , 0O °-u itaC J imC - An ^othc Spaniards, when they had 
ofthe ^inhaK^^ Htfpamola in the Indies, within a few raoncths they ridiccleane 
Oaves 1 antS an< * nanves > whileft they gathered unto themfelves captives and 

neH r £ n?olt An ** h 2 the kings] He b. He fall faff, i.ye.. Nebuchad- . 

and that not once only, but often : fhall make a praiftife of it as f 

. c ebrew word fignifieth. Thus Adonibe^ dealt by the kings he took: ’the 

Philiftinca 





Turk,- hifi.fol. 
JI7. 


zjTn Expojition on Chap.i. 

"phUiftmcs by Saul 1 Sam. 31. Nebuchadnezzar by Zedekiah Ier. 25. and 29. 
Kina. 25. as alfo by the kings of Egypt, Tyre , Arabia, and others whom he 
had taken, andufedthem haply, aiTamerlan did Bajazet, or thofe other captive 
kin^s whom hecaufcd as horfes, to draw his charret. How much better Evil- 
mendach, who, (hroindfull of the inftability of all humane affaires) lifted up the 
head and fpakc to the heart of his prifoner Jehcjakjn king of Judah hr. 52. 31. 
Cyrus who honoured his c aptivc Crafts, artd m2dehim of hisCounccll ? ( neither 
was he leffc inriched by the good counfcll Craf us gave him, then by all the wealth 
he had from him ) Our Edward the third,who having the king of Scotland and the 
French kin" his prifoners here in England both together at one time, gave them 
ftateiy entertainment, and made them princely paftime, by holding royall jufts in 
Smith fie Id for their delight ? , 

and the princes ft all be a f corn unto them J Through the juft judgement of God, 
rohofeometh the [corners Pro. 3. 34. that is, faith Rabbi Levi, fen m alia fine l ft - 
dibriohe maketh ethers mock them in their mifery, who in proipenty lcofkdat 
thofe that were better then they. Now therefore be not ye mockers , left your hands 
be made ftrong Cftc. Efa. 28. 22. 

they ft all deride every ftrong-bold ] as that which cannot long hold out againit 
their aflaulcs, how fhouldthey, when God breaketh the barrs andfetteth open the 
sates to them yhf/.i.y.and 9.3. {V0.21.30. ' 

for they ft all heap duft and take it ] i. e. by calling up mounts and ramparts, take 
’ it with as much eafe, as if they were in fport. The Turks have their AJapi or, 
commonfouldiers, of whom they make no great reckoning, but to blunt the 1 words 
of their enemies, and to fill up ditches with their dead bodyes, that they may the 
better come at the town or forr, which they would take. f 

Verfe 11. Then ft.ill his mind change] For the worfc : in pefts profetet, his 
. good and his blood fliall rife together, as the proverb hath it: he (hall be puff up 
with his viftorics. 

Luxuriant animt rebus pleruncfue fecundis. 

, Pridecompaffeth profperous perfons as a chain Vfal. 73, 5, 6 . lob 1$. 25,2^,27. 
their hearts are lifted up with their fucceffes, as a boat that rifeth with the rifing ot 
the water. Evagrius noteth it for a fpcciall commendation of Mauritius rue 
Empcrour, that notwithftanding his great profperity, he retained his ancient 

P1C *L he ft all p«jfe over] Or tranfgrejfe all the bounds of modefly. Pride was an¬ 
ciently pourtraited with threecrownes on her head. Upon the firftwas written 
Tranfcendo , upon the fecond Non obedio, upon the third Pcrtnrbo. Havid callcth 
wicked men Effrations breach-makers. 

and offend imputing this his power to his godf] Bel, or lupiter Belns. This Was a 
wickednefle with a witneffe ; thus to transferr the glory ofviftory due to God 
alone, upon an Idol. When Nebuchadnezzar offended in this iorr, God turned 
him a grafing, till he had learned better, Dan. 4. 3 7 - Fog be the gods of the 
heathen goodfellowes faith One: the true God is a jealous God, and will not 
{hare his glory with another Efay 42. 8. _ 

Verfe 12. <tArt not thou from everlafttng , O Lord my God l ] Art thou not Je- 
hovah the unchangable, and (halt we poor fins of Jacob be utterly confumed by 
G thefe Chaldees > Art not thou my God, my Judex cr Vindex, who halt hitherto 
. judeed and revenged my caufe ? and wilt thou now abandon incto the F iry 01 
fuch an enemy ? Art not thou mine Hoi) One, whom I have hitherto fan&ified in 
mine heart and life E/47. 5. 16. and whom I have avouched for mine Dent. 26. 
17. denoting my felf wholyto thy feare and fcrvicc ? Art thou not all this and 
more then this, faith the Prophet, in the name and behalf of the Churc.ihere? 
Well then: , , . 

we [ball not die~\ I am confident, and dare be bold to fay it. Loe here the tri¬ 
umph'of faith, and’ithc top-gallant of it, We (ball not die, ( faith fhe) abruptly 
but fwcetly that's fore enough. She drinkesto the difconfolate ibulein a cup oi 
Nepenthes , and faith. Courage my heart ; Why arc thou call: down, O my loule^ 
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and why arc thou difijuieccd within me ? hope in God. Jf lice be everiaftinefo 
{halt thou. If he be thy God and chine Holy One, thine in an inviolable covenant 
in a league defend ve, and offeniive, {halt thou die ? Lo tamuth , Thou fhalc not 
eie, (lolomeiay, tins text was anciently read ) Lo Namuth, We will not die So 
:hc Church proniileth her felf upon the former promifes : and fuch an anfwer fli-e 
rcceivcdi in her own heart to her forwer prayers. And whereas it might b~ obie 
cted, that they were likely to be little better then dead in the Kabylomfh captivity 
.( for Morns hubet vices qua trahunr vita gemitibus, an afflicted ]jf e is a lifelefff- 
life) the Prophet anfwercth; 

O Lord tbon kft ordained them for judgement j L c . the Chaldeans fouron 
preflours ) for punifihmcnt, iordeftrudion, to burn thy rod, when thou h-.fi- there 
with whipped thy c hildren. See Exod.cy. 16. “* ‘ ~ 

and O mighty God, (Hcb. O rockj thou haft eft abided them for corrrtlion T Hcb 
thou haft founded them ft. thy people ifrac!: thou halt thereunto appointed them' 

* 1 Tbe J' 3 * 3 * thou haft both founded and fitted them for thy fatherly chafiifenicnO' 
who are therefore chaftened of the Lord, that they may not be condtmned with tZ 
world. See here the different kinds, and ends of good and bad mens fufferines r r 
hath been noted before, that Almighty God as lie is Riorum mpes, a rock of refuse 
to the cruely religious, fo he is lieorum [copulas, a rock of revenge, to dafh Tn 
pieces the impenitent: as Voter. Max. faith of L. Caffius his rribunali. 

, Verfe 13 .Then art of purer eyes then to behold. tvil\ Jc. with patience and 
wit.iout piiniftnng it. 1 Ills i am right Cure of: and therefore cannot but conclude 
that til on Wilt take an order with our oppreffours, thou wilt one dav pay them home’ 
% cue new and the old, thougl, fora time they raffle, and resell in our mines’ 
Cod, as lie is . AU-vyc, neither can we be at any time from under his 

view: io .*/.«»•« w* He hath an Holy r,,, that cannot behold evil, and 

bcarwithit. Hence that otjofinch to the people, re.,,,.24. 19. To camm ferv, 
foi.rd./c. unlene ye hrll throw all your lute out of fcrvicc : for hoc i, m iot, 

toe,, he tt'L 1 eoloMtiod: he Will ;,at jorgivt your tr.onfgrcjf,,,,, jonr fmes. 

, Now therefore, ,i C.ito, ftccUt Cmo, 'wasiuth a forcible watch-word an,on» the 
womans, anu a Rerentne from evil; Take heed, Cmo feet!, vou, and w'li punifii 
you; How much more (bould this prevail with Ciiriliians, C.nv, -,U,t Do«,i»„, 
l ai;e heed, die J.ord beholdcth > 1 

Ne pccccs , Detts ipfc videt, bonus ±sfngelus aflat, eftc. 

Siirdy, as they were wont to fay at Rome concerning cowards,that they had nothin? 
Roman in them : fo may it be faid of fuel, as Hand not in awe of Gods pure eves 
and dread hill prefence, that they have nothing Chrilrian in them, whatever rhev 
pretend ; fith it is every godly mans care, and comfort to be in die fear of the Lord 
all the day, to walk evermore in the fenfe of his prefence , and light 0 f his coon 
tenancc. h "" 

and can ft not look on iniquity ! Hcb. And to look on iniquity thou can ft not doit. 
Lo, this is one of thofe things that God cannot do: as he cannot lie: hec cannot 
die , he cannot deny lnmfelf: 1b here, he cannot look on iniquitv fc. with inoro 
bation or delight He cannot but hate it: and (as the next thing to hatred, is re¬ 
venge) he cannot but punifh it, fuch is the holincfle of his nature,!^/ % 1 < 6 
He hateth finne naturally, as we hate poifon for it l’elf: and therefore let it be in a* 
toad, or in a Princes cabbin, we hate it Hill. Nevertheleffe, it muff be remembred ■ 
for our comfort that like as we hate poifon in a toad, but pitv it in a man, becau e • 
m the one it is them nature, in the other their dileale: So finne, maketh wicked men 

° f u°* S i latrC i d ’ i buC \ he lainCSj ° F 1,is P ll y • iltld accordingly he chaffi- 
leth the one, but plagueth the other. b J 

Wherefore lookeft then upon them that deal trencher on fly T And yet fuch is thy to- 
-erance, feemeft to take no notice of their crefpaflcs, and treacheries ■ which I am 
. thou fiateft with a perfeft hatred. Here then the Prophet dijcept.it potius Jccttm 
juam eum tpfo Deo iaith Calvin , contefteth, rather with himfelf then with God a- 
boutthe ordering of thingshere below. He doth not tjueftion the divineiprovidcnce 
becauic good men fuffer, bad men profper, as Ariftotle did. Hee doch not lay 
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with Pompey, when difeomfited by C*far y that there was a mitt, at leaft 

eye of providence : fo blaming the Sunbecaufe of the foreneffeof his own blr r 

eyes. Hee doth not impatiently cry our with Brunts defeated, 

Wretched V?rt*e, or, Ohard fortune. But he modeftjy expoftulatech with the 1 ord 
about his proceedings, having before juftified him : and now dareth not reprehend 
what he cannot yet fo fully comprehend : but putting his mouth in the duft conch, 
deth with David, after fomeconflid with his own doubtings, 1 kyow^ o Lord th ~t 
thy judgements are right , and that thou in faitbfulnejfe ( tion ad exitittm fed Id 
exerettsum , and that thou mighteft be true no my foul ) baft afflicted me pfal 

and ho/deft thy tongue ] And fo, by filence, feemeft to confent fas the Civili 
r ansrulc is) but thou feemeft foonely, Pfal. 50.21. Or, Art thou deaf? Norfo 
neither, Pfal. 50,3. ' u 

when the wicked dcvottrtth the man that is more righteous then hce~] i e Tfir 
Chaldees deftroy the Jewes, which were fome of them better then they and the 
rclt were therefore the worfe, becaufe they ought to have been better The truth is 
none are fo bad as they that either have been good and are not ; or that might have 
been better, but would not. h 

Verfe 24. Ar.dmakifl menasshefijlses of the fea } that arc eafily drawn out with 
hook or ncc. So doth Nebuchadnezzar with little adoe, bring whole Nations 
under l„s power, and plcafure. Here therefore, faith Drsefiu,, NebuchadneUari, 
the nfher, the world is the fea, men arc the fifties, the armies and arts of the dial- 
decs, are called the net, drag, hook, to the which Nebuchadnezzar aferibed his vi- 
ftoncs, and not to God. Whereas he fhonld have written upon them as the An.' 
■cients did upon their greateft exploits, 0 sS f , 0 sas, and have (aid, as Tim, did when 
feme cried him up for his racking the cuy of Jerufalem ; I oneh lent mine Undo 
God , Who did the rvorkfy me. 

*1 the creeping things | Or, the leffer filhes: for in the fea alfo are creeping things 
innumerable, Pfal. 104. 25. See Levit. 1 1. 46. 1 b b 

that have no ruler over them ] to right and revenge them : and are therefore de¬ 
voured, the leffer by the greater, without remedy. And what will men imagine 
but that thy people have no ruler over them, no God to take care of their com 
fort, or to protect them from their enemies ? How will they conclude them to be 
in as bad condition, as thofc of Braf/c, who are faid to be. Sine reee, (hie le<r c 
fine fide, &c. Or, the old Nomades y fub regno Cyclopico ? ' * ’ 

Verfe 15. They take up all of them with the angle ] No lefte then all will ferve their 
turns or fatisfie their ambition: as weread at Alexander, who wept that there 
was but one world for him to conquer : Julius Cafar, who would be ant C*far 
nullus: this Nebuchadne^ar in the text, fitly compared to a greedy fitter-man 
who could witt to enclofe , and catch ail the fittes in the rive?, Covctoufndle \'s 
boundleffe; and ambition ndeth without reins. The curfe of unfiitisfiableneffe, 
the difeafe of a fpirituH dropfie, is upon all carnall hearts: fo chat though one man 
ttould ingrofTe a Monopoly of all the wealth in the world, and heap up his hoards, 
and his honours to the ftarres: yet would his heart be as hungry after more, as if he 
had nothing. J 

therefore they rcjoyce and are glad ] This is worfe then all the reft, that they pleafe 

tb, d lfil P J aUd C , heir wicked “ ff *» that they hug and ftrokethcmfelmon 

the head, as D oeg did, Pfal.52. 2. and thofe Sodomites, E/ay 3.9. This ttews that 
men are arrived at that dead and dedolent difpoficion fpoken of, Ephtf 4. 10. and 
are even ftradling over hell-mouth, which gapech for them 

Verfe 16. Therefore they facrifee to their net ] Thus wicked men groWworfeand 
Worfe: their finne isinfinite what marvailthcn , if their puniflfment bee alfo 
^ a ^ other their iniquities thefc Caldeans adde this of abomina¬ 
ble idolatry, they facnfice to themfelves, as Sejanus did, to their net drag, &c that 
, is, to their weapons, as Ajax called his fword, his god ; and thanked it for ail his 
braveatchicvments. And as Me*enttuj (another Atheift)is brought in, faying j 

DextramihiDeus , & telum quod miffllc libro. 
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So Seffris, king of Egypt (in Sampfins dayes ) wrold needes be called » 
Lordotths whole world: and when he had conquered any countrey hecaufed 
thefe words to be engraven there upon marble pillars. This countrey i gained by 
' °wn ftrength &c. So Antmkus, (-/bat little Antichrift ) is iaid to worilrip 
his God Mau^im, that is, his forces and armies Dan. 11.38. It was Ncbuchad 
that was here pointed at: and howhcdeiSedhitnfclf and his own doin»s 

fee E if. 10.13. Dan.4. 26. 

md bmn ineettfe to their draggsj whiles phey aferibe to the inftrument, that 

which is due to God alone, the chief Agent. Holdout vet. faid they - ell doie 

draggeere.Hoc egoprtmutmidi, faid Z share U, Hoc ego feci l iith Another. But 
what faith Luther > By mens boafting in this fort. Hoc ego feci, hoc ego feci, they 
become nothing better then mere Faces, dreggs and lees. 6 J * y 

becaufe bjt them theirportion it fat2 by them, that is, by their nctand dragee 
they think that therr condition is well mended, andcheir meat ttfat, opimtts&To’ 
ttrnnt. God (tile giver of all this) is not in all their thoughts : but as the moon the . 
fuller it is oi light, the further legates from the Sun the fountain of het light’ fo 
deale men wich God. b 
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v erfc 17 Shall they therefore empty their net? ] That they may fill ft againe 
anew, and fo draw to themfelves as to a pond or pool,the wealth and power of the 
Whole Eaft? Interrogans precationis (peciem habet, faith Gualther. Thisquefti- 
on is an eftcftuali prayer: and it is as it the Prophet ttould thus fay, If as hither 
to, thou go on to wink at their witkedneffe, O God, will they not crow more 
audacious every day, and mifehievous to mankind ? Arife therefor a O Lord of re- 
compcnces to the he p ot thy people. S« up and fflew thy/elf abovt the heathen that 
they may know tbemfelves to be but men. 

and notfpare continually to flay the nations ? ] 7. d. This cannot hold lone : and 
that it may notr is mine earneft fuitc and Explication. Lord when thou makeft 
wquifition for blood, remember their blood-guiltineflc, and forget not the cry of PfaJ ’?- 12 ’ 
the humble. Thete cruell Chaldeans do not only fubjugate, but flay notafew 
but whole nations and that continually. , and that without mercy'. Is it not hieh 
time for thee to fet to thy hand, O prefewer of men &c. Note the Prophets arden¬ 
cy in prayer : and learn of him to get upon the battlements, and lookup to fee 
what comes of it, chap. 2. 1. This was alfo Davids praftife, Pfal. 5. 3 where 
heufeththc felt-fame military word atfappeh: importing that he would be as a 
Spy upon a tower, to fee whether he prevailed with God, whether he got the 


day. 


CHAP. II. 

Verfe 1. T will ftand' upon my Watch] To fee what becomes of my prayer, and 
.. 1 what will be the iffue of my doubts and temptations about Gods’pro¬ 

vidence, ruling the affaires of the world. Seethe Note on chap. 1 17 There 
arc (paces betwixt our prayers, and Gods anfwers. God harkens what Habacuc 
f peakes : and Habacuc muft harken another while what God fpeakes. This he 
had learned of David Pfal. 85. 8. Prayer is.a Chriftians angel, feed, dove mef- 
fenger : and muft be looked after. Who ttootesan arrow, or caftsa boule and 
takes not notice where it lights ? They that obferve not the anfwer of their pray- 
' J rSj do * c °fhng Pilate, who asked in fcorn of Chrift What's truth ? but ftald not 
xorananlwer. 

Up ° n tmer \ Heb: f et me fi rme fas a Champion that 

wbI keep his ground ) upon the tower or fortreffe of divine meditation, upon 
^odsword, which alone hzfavirtutem pacativamz fettling property tocompofe wr . 

Z C £ u n^'? Cm J er f, d ’ and t0 lod g ca bleffed calme,Vfabbathof reft in it, SZS 
far above all Philofophicall Confolations: whereunto when- Cicero had aferibed eftmdic,L 
very much, yet he is forced to conclude, that, the difeafe was too hard for the me- l^mmorbus. 
dicine. And this well appeared both in Socrates who died doubtingly ; and Catoi 
who defperately flew himfelf, after he had firft read Platos difeourfe concerning 

N n 2 the 
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the immortality if the foule. So foolifha thing it is, to flie in diftrefle of mind ad 
confoi.itiunculas treaturuU , as Luther fpeaketh ; and not to run to the Name of 
the l ord, thatftrong tower Pro. 18. io. R. Kimchi reades the textthus, I havefet 
me in h circle q. d. I will not out, till I have an anfwer, why thou deferreft to pu- 
nilh the wicked. 

and will Watch to fee what he will fay unto me] Or, in we, viz,, by a Prophetick 
fpirit by internail revelation. 2 Sam. 23. 1. 2 acb. 1. 9. and.2. 2. Preachers 
muftftill hearken what the Lord God faith onto them, and in them ; fpeaking 
as the oracles of God 2 Pet. 4. 11. andableto fay with St. Paul, I have received 
of the Lord that which alfo I deliver unto you 1 Cor. 1 1. 23, For, tit drachmam 
aurs fine imagine Principis , (ic verba Pradicantis fine authoritate Dei, contemnunt 
homines laith Lipfius. Bring feripture, or cife you do but throw forth words 
without wifdotnc, and to little purpofc, becaufe they come not Cumprivilegio. 

and what 1 fijall anfwer, When I am reprooved] Hcb : upon m) reproof or argu¬ 
ing. Increpationts nomine temationes intelligit, faith Gualther. Under the name 
of reproof, he utiderftandeth thole temptations whereby his faith was affaultcd, 
when he faw bad men profper, good men luff'er* Satan and the world do ufually 
fet upon Gods fervants with this weapon to unfettle their faith, and to make them 
fall from their own ftedfaftnefie. Dofi thou ftill retain thine integrity ? laid Jobs 
wife to him. Secft thou not bow little good there is to be got by Gods fervicefr 
that all things are in a huddle here below, that they run on whecles, and have no 
certain courle ? Thus thedevillaud his imps luggeft to the godly, and thereby 
greatly dilquiet them ; fetting their thoughts all on an hurricomb. It was the cafe 
of;David pfit. 73. of Jeremy chap. 12. 1. 5. Of Bafil under the heat of the 
Arrian perfi cation, An Ec clef at fuas prorfus dercliquit Dominus ? faith He ; what ? 
hath the Lord caft offall care of his churches ? Is it now the laft hom e ? &c. Of 
many good people in Salvians time, for whole fatisfadion he was forced to write 
thole eight excellent bookes De Gnbematione Dei ; as likewile Aufiin( upon a like 
occafion ) did thole two and twenty elaborate bookes De Civitate D«: and as 
the Prophet Habacuc here doth the following vifion which he bad for fome time 
waited for, and now rcceivcth as a gracious anfwer to his prayer chap. 1. for his 
own and others lettlement, in the dodrine of Divine Providence. 

Jam. 1.5. Verfe 2. And the Lord anfWired me and faid J Wildouie he had fought of God, 
who giveth libcially ; and wifdome is granted him without hitring him in the 
teeth with his bold cxpoftulations, and conteftations about providence. Faithfull 
prayer never milcarrieth, but is lure cf an anfwer, either before , as the prodigal ; 
See £ fa. d<f. 24* Or in the ad, as Dan. 10. 12. I am come for thy woids, with 
an anlwer thereunto. Orfoon cafter, ashere. If it come not all out fo loon as 
we would have it, know that thcr’s water enough in the fpring, but the pipes are 
flopped or broken. 

write the vifion] that is, the following admonition : write itfor the ufcofall 
poftcrity. Note this againft thofc Opinionifis, that fay that the Word of God 
Bell. lib. 4. de was not written by his command : Or that it was written only for the ufe of 
V. D.cap.4. the prefent ages, and of thole particular Churches, to whom it was direded or 
declared. 

and make it plaine upon tables] Boxen tables ( as the Seventy render it) for 
on box, forthe firmenefleof the matter, were the ancients wont to write. 

that he may run that readeth it] That though he be no great CJer or in ne¬ 
ver fo great haft of bulineffe, yet he may read it, being written in great letters and 
very legible. See Dent. 27. 8. Eft. 8.1. and 30. 8. Gal. 6. 11. you fee how large 
•xn*ix.ot( A letter I have written unto you with mine oWn hand , the Greek fignificth With what 
yestlipamr. good great text-letters I have written &c. God hath written for us the great 
things of his law Hof. 8. 12. and with much perfpicuity and plainneffe in things 
needfull to be known: he hath written them as it were with the beames of the 
Sun: chat none may plead difficulty or obfeurity: See Pfal. 19.9.& 119.10 f.Pro.6. 
23*2 Vet. 1.19. Ofthelcripture it may be faid, & latet & luceti the knowledge 
' thereof doth even bow down to us as trees do that are laden with fruits, fo that a 
child may gather them. 

Verfe Far the vifion is yet for an appointed time ] This he is commanded to 

write 
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write, that Gods people may learn to Wait. He that belceveth maketh not haft 
he can both wait ( as knowing that many ofGods promifes beare a long date ) and 
alfo Want ; go without the good he defiretli: being well content that God is 
glorified, though himfclf be not gratified. And this is the work ofcffeifluall 
faith, which is herein like unto Chriftall , of which it is reported, that the very 
touihing of it quickens other ftones.and puts a luftre and lovelinelfe upon them. 

but at the tad ttfisall (peake ] Efubit/ir, It fliall fpcak confidently, boldly and 
freely, tothc'grcat comfort of thofc that antedate not Gods promifes, but'paci- 
cncly abide the accomphfhmcnt thereof. If any ask when this fhall be ? it is an¬ 
swered, In the ini, chat is, in Gods good tinte. Shall he lofe his right, becaufe 
he hath it not by rhe day fet down in our Kalender l Po/Iibiy the Kalcnder of 
heaven hath a poft-date to oiJrs. Stirc it is, that as God ieldome comes atour 
time: lo he never failcs at his own. Gods Experts fliall fhortly clap their 
, hands for Joy : and cry out with that holy Martyr, Hee’s come , Auftin t Het's come Mr ' Glover - 
Hi e s come. 3 All. iff Mar., 

and not lie] that is, not difappoint : as the earth is faid to lie when ic yeelds 
not her expected incrcafe. God is faithful!, and cannot lie. Chrift hath a rain¬ 
bow on his head Rev.' 10. 1. to fhew that he is faithfull and conftant in his 
promifes, and that teinpefts lhall blow over the skie be cleared. He hath hither¬ 
to kept promile with nights and dayes, that the one fliall fucceedthe other, ler. 

33. 20, 25. and fliall he break with his people ? How then (hould he be Amen, 
the faithfull and true wit ncfie Rev, 3. 14 f &c. Every man « a liar either by im- 
pofture , and fo in purpofc, or by impotcncy and fo ill the event deceiving thofc that 
tely upon him Pfal. 61. 9. But God is a God of truth, and without iniquity full 
and right is he Dent. 32.4. 

though it tarry Wait for it] This is the duty, wait: and becaufc it is a very 
difficult duty ( the Hebrews found ic edfier to bearc evill, then to wait for the pro- 
mifedgood Heb. 10.36. ) therefore is the prorriife beerc not delivered only, but 
doubled, and trebled. It fhall fpeake, it will come, it will furely come : nay doubled 
againe for more iurety ; It (hall not lie , it will not tarry. Itis as if God had faid. 

Do but wait,- and you fhall be delivered, you fhall be delivered, you fliall be de»’ 

Jivcrcd, you fhall, you fhall. Oh the Rhetoricke of God I and oh the certaintic 
of the promifes ! 

It Will not tarry] fc. beyond the time appointed of God. 

Infenon tardat, carni tardare videtur. 

Gods help feemes long, becaufe wc are fhort. A fliort walk is a long journey to 
feeble knees. But that God tarries not beyond his appointed time, See Exod. 12. 

40,41. at midnight were the firft-born flaine, becaule then cxaftly the 400 yeers 
were up. AndDan. 5. 30. In that night was Beljbaz.z.*rf\mc - bccaufc then ex¬ 
actly the 70. yeeres were ended. 

Verfe 4. Behold his foule which is lifted up] Ebulat , protuberat , which fwcllcth 
like a bubble, and breaketh thorough its own weaknefle: he that by unbeliefe » , 

or carnalLfccurity witbdraWcth from God, and confidethin the creature • leeking rub^io.™ 
to fhife and fave himfclf fome other way, as he is a proud prefumptuous perfon, lo &ce quifemu. 
let him know that, nit. Gualth. 

hu foule is not upright in him] that is, it is very corrupt andtrooked, ftark 
naught.- and Gods foule can take nop leaf,ure in him j but he will pnnifh him as a 
run-aWay , as one that hath fled from his colours, forlaken his captaiue, revolted 
enemy Heb. lo. 37, 38. Transfugas ubiennque invents fucrint , ejttafi 
hofies interficerc licet , was the old law ofarmes. What God will do to fuch Sec 
Vfal. 125. 5. 

but thejufi fhall live by his faith] This is an anfwer to thofe that would ask what 
fliall we do till the vifion fpeakc ? how fliall we hold out till it come ? till the 
feventy yeers of captivity be expired ? The juft fhall live by faith laith He, and 
fhall make a good living of it top: He fhall live and be fafe by the f ame faith, 
whereby he is juft. He (hill feed upon faith, as fome read that Pfal. 37. 3. And. 
whereas we find in thofc Apocryphal additions to D4«V/,that Habakkuk brough t a 
N n f mefle 
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mefle of pottage to that Prophet in the Lions den; as it feems to be but a JeVei/b 
fable, fo the Jew chat invented it, grounding his conceit upon this text, would ex- 
prefle thus much,that as pottage(that f uccus benig n**, as Keckerman calleth it) pre~ 
ferveth this nacurall life from perifhingTfo doth faiths aiding upon the promifes" 
and excradling nouriftiment from the fame, maintain life fpirituall: and thereby 
it was that Daniel flopped the mouthes of the Lions, Heb. 11. How Habakbtkxl- 
keth out this his own lefion of living by faith, and not by fenfe, fee chap. 3 
Although the fig-tree fhall not blojfome , tfr. j See here the life of faith, in the fail 
of outward comforts, fo true is that of Solomon , Prov. 2. 7. The Lordlayeth up 
found. Wifdom for the righteous : When he is in greateft ftraits, then he hath fuch 
quietnelfe, foundnefle, and prefence of minde, as bears him up above all troubles¬ 
like as blown bladders do the body aloft all waters. Faith furnifheth him with ftronc^ 
efl and moft fatisfying joyes; fuch as the flames cannot dry up, nor rivers of blood 
drown : faith aftuaced upon the promifes makech the beleever walk above the mid 
die region of the air ( as it were ) in a continuall ferenity, as Henoch did : and feal" 
cth him a double charter of privative, and poficive priviledges. See it fet down 
1 Cor. 3. 2T, 22,23. Faith makes him Jivein the mouth of death, by drenotheninr? 
himagainft the horrours of it Pfal. 23. 4. Jtom 4 %. 38. Heb. 11. 31. \*Cor 
55,$<>, 57 - and by (hewing him heaven beyond it, Heb. 11. 13. and therein free', 
dome from all cv\), fruition of all good. J 

Verfe 5. Teaaljo becanfe he tranfgreffeth by trine ] Or, How. Much more became 
he is a a wine-bibber, perfidious, proud, neither keepeth at home, &c. Thcfe four 
faults the Prophet here layech to the charge of the Babylonian, and there-hence in- 
ferreth tor the comfort of the diftrefTed captives, that his deftrudion cannot be farre 
off: and therefore the juft fnould mean-while, live by faith, and bear up under a f 
fndion. For if thofe chat beleeve not the promifes, but fhife and (hark for hclo 
and comfort elfewhere, fliall fmart for their unbelief, asverf. 4. where (hall thole 
appear that are here deferibed ? (hall thefe bipedum neytiffimi ,, word of men efcane 
by iniquity ? Never think it. Firfl, their drunkennefTe alone would undo them - as 
\ icdld Amnon > F.lah,Nabal, Beljha^ar, Bonofut , &c. Ariflotle faith, that double 
pumfhmencs are due to drunkards: firfl, for their drunkennefTe, and then for other 
. - finnes committed in and by their drunkennefTe. Nebuchadne^ar ( or as fome will 
have it Bclfha^ar)is here called W,or( by an ordinary ellipfi s ) amanofwinez 
not onely Meribtbulus , but a deep and defperatc drunkard, a very tundtfb ( as 
Dionmus of Athens was called,) a hogfhead, as young Cicero. No wonder there¬ 
fore though he were all the reft that followeth. 1. Perfidious, to thofe that com¬ 
mitted them (elves to his trufl, or made leagues with him, which he kept no lon«er 
then flood with his profit. 2. Proud, or Arrogant, Prov. 2 1. 24. See Dan 4 ?o 
how he fpreads his peacocks tail, and prides himYeJfin it.- his great wealth tumoured 
him up with great fwealch. 3. He kcepethnot at borne'] Nonhabitabit, hismvn 
countrcy will not contain him, but he enclofeth all nations in his draw-net chap. 

At He ' nl Z g ' thhu *fi**‘l*IQ which hath its name in Hebrew from 
' itsunfattablenefle, Prov 30.15,16. and in Latine it is called Infcrnus ab inferendo 
fay fome, from the devils continuall carrying in fouls thither,, and yet it is not filled! 

andu as deaths which is the end of all men, E cclef 7.2. the way of all Lfh 1 
ICtng.z. 2. of all the earth, ?o/b. 23. 14. the houfe appointed for all livin'" ’the 
gieat Congregation-houfc , Job 30. 23. to1 

Luftis unfatisfiable, and wimfoever it gteteth, isbutas 
’ l Ambi'ion groweth as the CracaaV/a doth, as long^as helivetb. It 

ndcth without reins, and there is no hoe with it. 

but gathtmh Hat. him all arc. ] All that be could comeat- All Afta, 

and a great part of ; and could never have enough, till his mouth was filled 
, mthafpade.-ftll of mould. Therefore, he /Mi me keep ’heme, ( ft,fo™r«dthe 

m ; l ” S 7 rfi } } J “ "• T mhit *«**«•* Hiskingdome (hall not 
S n ’- b / ? few years be over-turned by the Perfians: this golden 

head (as Da we/calleth the Babylonifh Monarchy) held not up above i70:years, 
if we reckon from Merodacb-BAadan the firft founder, to Beljha^ar, (lain by 
Cjrus, who tranflated the kingdome to the Periiaqs, Dan. 5. 

Verfe 6. Shall net all theft take up a parable againfi him ? J Shall not the Baby¬ 
lonian, 
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Ionian, who is now a terroitr, be ere long a (torn? (hall henot inherit with MU*. : 

wt, reproach ? . . ’ ■. , 

and a taunting proverb againfi him]. Heb. An interpretation M riddles- 
For example, tyoetofnm that onereafeth that rtbich uuk hU, chat* both a proverb 
(becaufem many mens mouthes) and an interpretation, becaufeit is plain and 
perfpicuous. But that which followeth is a riddle. That Udeth himfelf litb thick 
clay. Ihis Mut mufl be broken up,ere-the kernell can become at. Skefudir 7 . t « - ' 

tvoe to him that uertafeth that which u not his] Heb. U, h. * Sihfe rendirif Vefitbbro. 
Hoe, he that multtpheth not for himfelf, but for another, fc. for th^Medcs and Per’ 
fians, not tVor but Hoe a note of infulting, and upbraiding, anfiyerable to the 
Latin cr*b,rab, tunetlh es,&c. Ah firrahy are you-he that inCrcafech that w-hich 

is notyoursj &c. Eugc, £t/?s &tc(riyd^iT^pv. 1 

hew hug? | This is the common complaint of the opprelTed riitiSns; f roah£ ; 
ont their grievances, and longing for deli verance from rhofe trouble* of the world. 

Neither is this vfejuecjuo in vain ; for God is gracious: and may bfctcerrrftile him* 
felf then the great Turk, Awlem Penawh 3 that is, The worlds refuge- : i the -pobr mans 
A fag, as pames 4* of Scotland was called. ' . f . 

and to him that ladeth himfelf with thick, clay] With gold and filver, that guts and 
garbage of the earth; fitly called clay, becaufe of the-clogging and polluting pro¬ 
perty : andfaid to load people, as a fumpter-horfe laden with treafure all day but 
at night turned into a (linking (table, with his back full of gauls, ^tn(i:bruifes. , He* * 
that firfl called Riches, Bona, Goods , was miftaken; the Scripture calleth them. 

Thorns fnares, thick, clay, &c. a great burden to the owner, according to the 
proverb, Magna navts, magna cur a, A great (hip is a great care: and the lading 
oft proves no better then that which Captain Forbiflser broughr back with him, 
after his Voyage to difeover the Straits, vt*. a greatquantity’of (tones, which he „ . . 

thought to be Minerals: from which, when there could be drawn'neither gold nor C T d ' EUgai ' 
filver, nor any other mettall, they were call forth to mend the high-wayes. This *' 

was labour in vain, preffure to no purpofe : and no lefte is theirs that heap up riches 
without right, Jcr .17.11 or, if by right means, yet fet their hearts upo^ them, 

V/A. 62. 1 o. dill driving ( as they fay the toad doth ) to die with as much earth 
m mouthes as maybe; rill at length their Nevtr-enough be quit with fire- ) 
enough in the bottom of hell. Neneffnn the Lawyer was wont to fay. He that will * 
not venture his body, ft all never be valiant', he that will not venture his foul n°ver . 
rich. O curva in terras anima, & coelefiium inanes. Js it nothing to lofe an immo- - ' 
tail foul ? to purchafe an everlafting death ? to fink into the bottomlefle lake under 
this chick clay. 

Verfe 7. Shall they not rife up fuddenly that JbAl bite thee ? T Rent and tear thee 
as hunting-dogs do the bead they purfue. See E fay 13. 14, 21. }er. 58’. 
and 51* The interrogation hcreufed, importeth both the cercainty of the thing 
and their fecunty.- as if no fuch thing could poflibly befall them : Suddenly 
therefore, faith the Prophet, (halt thou be furprized, and fpoyled by the Perfians 
when thy city Babylon is held impregnable, and boadeth of provifion enough laid* 
in for twenty years fiege. Security is the certain Ufhcr of dedruftion .; as we fee , 
m Fenhadads army, and thofe Midianites, Judg.y. and the Amalekites, 1 Sam.20. 
and Pomptyes marching againft Cafar - and the French at the battle of Agincourtx 
fo confident they were of a vidory, that they fent to our King Henry 5. who was Spted.n^. 
then in the field againd them, and gat the day, to know what ranfom hea would 
givc,&c. 

Se f a **f e thou bafifiojled many nations |] God loves to retaliate ( as hath 
before been oft obferved ) to fpoil the fpoilers, by a remnant of the people , bv fuch 
as were of no notp, and much unlikely to do fuch exploits. Thus he fpoiled thefe 
Babylonians by C;r«/, and his Medes; the Perfians, Alexander and his Macedo¬ 
nian^ whom they fo flighted, tliacD^ in his proud Embaflie to.him, called him 
his feryant, but himfelf the King of kings, and Coufin of the gods.) So the Ro¬ 
man Empire was miferably rent and torn by the Goches, Vandals, Hunnes, Lom¬ 
bards, people not before heard of;, and the Greek Empire, by Turks, Tartars, Sa¬ 
racens, Scythians, &c. that it might the better appear,, h&c non fine numine fieri , 
that it was the Lords own doing: who often differs his enemies, like Adoniah's 

gueds. 
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gucfts, to feaft and frollick in a jocund fccurity and promifcof continued profperi- 
ty: But aclafty when they are at the height of their joyes andhopes, he confounds 
all their deviles, and layes them open to the fcor'ne of the world, and the fpoyle of 
the remnant of the people whom they vilified. 

; becaufe of mens blood 3 Heb. bloods, every drop whereof had a tongue to cry to 
Rev. 1 6- 6. God for vengeance faying, Give them blood to drink, for they are worthy. Oh 
tfal. 55.23. let not bloody and deceitfull men live out half their dayes. That fouUher can ne- 
veranfwer it to God that hath not a good caufe, and ftriketh not rather as a Jufti- 
cer, thenas afouldisr. 

. and for the violence of the Und\ Heb. of the earthy though principally of that 
land of defires the ptomikd land, and the inhabitants thereof whom he that touch- 
,, ed, touched the apple of Gods eye , that little man in the eye that may not be medlcd 
with Zach.z. 8,- 

1) of the city 1- Jcrufalem, called the city by an excellency, and by a better right then 
ever Rdme was. See Lam. 1. 1. and Jeremies elegie there over it, when captivated 
by thefe Chaldees. 

Verfe 9. Wee to him that covetethan evill covetottfnejfe] For there is a good 
'■covetoufneffe (which few are guilty of) I Cor. is. 31. Covet earneftly the be ft 
gttiftsAnd jet JheW J unto you a more excellent way : Covet earneftly the beft 
grace?. Inch as are faith, hope and charity, thelc arc better then gifts. A ftiop full 
ot'barrells enrich not, unidfethey be full of commodities. Gifts ( as to heaven ) 
are but ithe lumber of a Chriftian: ’cis grace makes him rich toward God^ and of 
that he cannot be too covetous. But the covctoufncfle of the Caldcans here threa¬ 
tened and thundered againft, was of another nature. iusczMz&zn evill covetouf- 
neffe, andhach its namcrin the Originall of piercing or wounding,as foci 2. S, and 
fitly, both in refpefrof a mans felt 1 Tim. 6. 10. and others Prov, r. 19. Am. 
9 - 1 . and here. Woe to fuch, and deftruftiontoo, as Hof. 7 . 13 . The Lord to 
fiiew his juft indignation againft Covetous perfons fmiteth his fifts at them, as 
Balac did at Balaam Num, 24.10. See 22. 1 3, Behold , I have fmitten mine 
hand at thy difttoneft gain? which thou haft made, and at thy blood Which hath been in. 
the middft of thee. Now left people fhould ob/eft or conceive that thole were 
but great words: and that the Lord would not do fo as he faid 5 or that they 
fhould dcale well enough with Him : therefore it followcth verfe 14, Can thine 
heart endure, or can thine hands be ftrong in the dayes that I {ball deale with thee ? I 
the Lord have fpokjtn , and will do it, 

to hishoufe ] i. e. to his family and poftcrity, which he intends to advance, 
but indeed undoes them, by leaving them a curled hoard of ill-gotten goods: 
wherein they do them a greater difpleafurc then J oab, and Gehe^i, did in leaving 
their children the leprofy for a legacy. Io^lpcaketh chap. 15. 34. as though tlje 
wicked, when they fet up their houfes by pilling and polling, by getting riches 
without right, did but make a ftack of wood, and then comes a fpark of Gods 
Wrath, and makes an end of all. As in another place, Brimftone i faith He, {ballbe 
. r feat ter ed upon his habitation chap. 18. 1 5. fo that if the fire of Gods difpleafure do 

Gant-Ub^. hut light upon it, &c. Thus Dioclefian that crucll pcrfecutour hadhishoufe wholy 
confumed with lightening, and a flame of fire that fell from heaven upon it, as 
E ufebins tells us. Add hereunto,that many times there comes a lonthatisas good 
l with a fork, ashis father was with a rake: as great a fpend-all, as his father was a 
1 get-all. 

that he may fet his neft on high] and there feather it at his pleafure (fee Obad 4.) 
and fecure his children, like as the Eagle builds on high, to lave her yong from the 
ferpent that feekes to deftroy them. 

shat be may be delivered from the poWer of evill ] which he hath caufe to fcare 
from others,to whom heh^h been fo injurious and opprelfive. But how will he be 
hid or freed from the terrours of his own guilty conlciencc .- well he may build 
cities with Cain y and fet up high towers with PIjocm, but what faid the oraelp 
tohim? Though thou fet up thy ftrong-holds as high as heaven, yet fin at the 
i foundation thereof, will foon overturn all, and lay ir levell with the ground. 

Vtrfe 10. Thou haft confuted frame to thy houfe &c. J Thou haft taken a wrong 
courfe both for tby honfeofthe kingdom: ( fothc Perfians called the kings palace 

Dan. 
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4. 27.) which (hall be'blown up": and for thine own - 

poftcrity : it is not all thy care, paints, plotting and praftifing/thatcanTrefe^ 

u from ignominy and utter ruine. God wilt turn th v elorv into * 

thy name to rot and (link as putrified flelh 7W A f an ““r o ' 

T*?*' k r*^ And wh « fXd up fn the duft" 

C a s dungin the faces of thofe whom he leaveth behmd 
him. What fooles then are Extortioners, Muckwormes and Cormorants that 
lwe mifetably and dealt: unfitly, opening the mouthes ofalltocry out upon theft 
ci- .Joeflj covetoufneffe and cruelty, and yet chink to raifeup their houies and 
advance the,r names, and adorne them children with gloiy and eftimation ? 

merciieilhmalCcre at Athens A f°d° 1 8 ‘°!7 “ W “u W* to have madefucha 
merciieite mallacre at Athens. and after that, to have proferibed and flainc 4700 

citizens ofllome as he caufedit to be publikely recorded, videlicet m 
um prtclara ret dtlueretur, faith mine Authour. bo for J ulitte Cefar to hive 
been the death of a million of men Mahomet th* m-rir Turk r b C ° ha J e 3 ohn $- de 
for b.fhop of London to boaft upon hTs" eathlcd tLche bl i?hT; ° ^ C " A 
htought to the fire fifty herctikes, as healed 

&ue ttftifieT." 1 r ' dfi ^ m, “ i0nS ° f ‘ DdianS in +J - >' ccrs . as alojf the Je' 

. fimed againft thy foule 1 The worth whereof is incomparable thelnfT. 

irreparable, as Chrilt ( who only went to the price of fouleu ) tcHeth us Mat 16 r 
26. It was therefore no ill counfell that Francis Javerius gave lohn l Kin fJ 
Portugall to meditateevery day a quarter of an houre on that dMne fcntcnce K 
/ball it profit a man to win the world, and lofe his foul* ? M-ioL ^licence, trtut 

M r 7 !iz (K ‘ a s of nohcl?“{;^ a rdfEmb r r r ; t ^ c t v , 

fit?, d h f P' tfwadcd . hl ” to b « a good Catholikc with inanypromifef of n-o- 
fitsandpreferments: thek ng anfwered. I thankyour bolinelT? b?,nv foules 

wlb h faidthat r i t t 0 ™'a h Le,h the ^ings in the world. This pleafed not th^e Pope, 

wno laid tnat it was a Luiheran form of fpeech i and yet that of Lewd kin/j of Trent. 439 . 

r nee a ° utt he yeer 1152. pleafed him much worfe,who caft his Bullcsfwherebv Sj>eed W*- 
S “T'of all Cathedrall O^rftaSySSS 
ftionldfryinhell? P “ bdleS ft '°“ Id r0aft in t) " : fire . then that my ioule 

Per felt. Forp,e fieri p,all cry out of the ro«U, and the hcame out of the timber 
Herc ara wofu11 Sutiplomei fcreech-owles of woe cry aloud from 
the beames of theoppreffours chambers, and make moft hideous noifes in the ln? s 
of their coufcenccs. So that although none other fiiould dare to mute aeaftft 

andbioodibaHKft'fi m0f "n n |, 8 ‘ de: ' l ' D8 fi. yet thcir vcry boufo built b P «P>ne 
and blood (hall teifrfie againft them : io ihall other creatures that crone under rh? 

They feeme all Co lay unto us thofe 3 ?*words^ iaitli , 

.P ’ A r pe,Redde, Fuge; Accipe benefctrtm, liedde Ojficium.Fupe Supplicinm Ljb - 2 - de A r- 

but d “ L —y 4 A*.! be^one dayasS » 5 

finiulldShc 11 th God b> f ° b h" lUXUr i. L" keCpi " 8 Qi ’ irifers and Muficians for theft 
d "k §hc ’ G ° dyfaithhe > will fit you with other fingfters fhortlv* tharfball 
twit you by turns With your murthers and ravages: for the (lone fhaftm !„f 
thewall tohintthothuildethutorou M bloods-, and the b ameoutbfL t!^ 
her Oull anfwer it ,.*™!«him thut flMiflethachybj iuiuuit,. 9 ” “ 
fi.nl let' 2 ' Wo t0 , h , m , ,h *’ kui,d ‘’ h “ »•»* Dith b/oodl Thisieemeth to he the 
e^bv CJod reatUrCS ^ (as they call it) chaunted out agaioftThewroug-do- 


Cut fervi ut taceant 3 jumenta loquentur, Juvenal. 

P1,re UP ? ? pre,roUr5! asthc dumb Affedid 
F yea the Ilfeleire creatures fhall ring a dolefull knell of Woe and 

alalfc 
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alalTe in their eares, and cry them guilty: as the earth did Cain , and the heav en did 
Phocas ; -and as the tignum e ligno doth here Nebuchadnezzar. His town of Ba¬ 
bylon was built in blood by Semiramis who flew her husband, fo was Rome by 
Romulus , lo was Alexandria in Egypt by Alexander that great man-flayer, the 
founder of populous No, of whole Woe reade Nab. 3. 8, 10. with the Note. 
Speed. And for Alexander himielf, he lay unburied thirty dayes together, neither did his 
bloody conqucft above ground purthafe him any title for an habitation under 
ground. The like befell our Conquerour William, who laid his foundation here 
upon fire-works: and was punilhed in his poftcrity for his depopulations at New- 
forreft, and elfe where. 

and flablifljctb acity by iniquity] That thinketh lo to ftablifli it, but it proveth 
other wife. Jofcphus telleth us that Nebuchadnezzar let three fcverall wallcs ofbrick 
Jofepb.lib. 10. about his Babylon, one within another: but all would not do, when once God 
ebf. 11. tookit todo. Opprcfiionis Am. 5.12,13. 

Verfe 13. Behold i±it rot of the Lord of hofts, that the people Jball labour in the 
fire] Labour in vaiuc to quench the fire, wherewith Babylon (hall be burnt, fir¬ 
st. 58. Or have laboured to no purpofe in building that city, and enlarging that 
Empire, which now God will have down. Isitnot evident, that they baveloft 
© oleum & operam, yea hazarded their own lives, as thofe do that ft ivc againfta 

flame. What profit hath he that laboureth for the wind Ecclef. 5. 1 6. much lefTc 
ti he that laboureth ini he fire, that devouring element. Sec Efay 33. PofJi- 
bly he may befaved himfelf, yet fo as by fire, but his work fhall be burnt, that lojfc 
he fljall fuffer i Cor. 3. 15. As they that feek after the Philofophers Hone labour 
in the very fin to as little purpofe as may be: for they mull ufc lb much gold, and 
fpend fo much gold, and then perhaps they can turn as much into gold by it, as 
they have {pent in making of it. Hence One callcs Alchymy A multiplying of fo me- 
thing by nothing; Another, an Omne, A liquid. Nihil. Another an art without 
art,never taught by Mofes and Miriam ,as fome have dotcd,and delivered,ihat this 
was a peece of their Egyptian learning. But it is certain that thole holy foules, ne¬ 
ver eicher learned or taught any luch laborious Ioffe of time and money. Demetrius 
P haler e us complaineth of thefe Alchymifts long agone not without indignation 
Alhtnxtu quod ccrtis confumpti* incertorum gratia, qua fe capturos fperabant, non ceperunt , 
quod vero babe bant abjecerint , that they call: away certainties for uncertainties, that 
they attained not what they hoped for, but call away what they had. Julius 
Ad Car dan.ex. Scaligcr alfo Fomaculas ijtas odi, faith He, odio plus quam Vatiniano. Sunt enim 
erc.ii, p. too. uothua ad aucupia crumenarum. I cannot abide thofe fornaces : indeed they arc 
pick-purfes&c. know there is a true Alchymy called by fome the Spagiricl^art , 
being in great nfe in phyfick. This I condemne not, loit be warily and wifely 
dealt in. Butthis by the way only. It feemed to fome an impoffible thing that 
Babylon Ihouldfofuddenly be deflroyed as was foretold verfe. 7. It will be done 
certo , cito, peniths, luddenly, furcly, feverely, faith the Prophet, for the Lord of 
Hofts hath undertaken the doing of it. Annan ecce d Domino cxercituum ? ( fo the 
Hebrew hath it by an cmphaticall Apofiopefis ) Is it nor, ( look, you ) of the Lord 
of Hofts? The people fliall labour in the very fire, 

the nations alfojball^earj tbemfelvet for very vanity~] Viz, in feeking to lave 
Babylon, which by a divine decree is to bedeftroyed without remedy, P/a. 1 37.8. 
Dertm. ut. ^ois Rome that other Babylon Rev. 18. 2. cit'o itidemcafura , fivos effetis viri, 
fort.dial. 118.1faid Petrarch long fince. It would foon be down, would you but ftanb up as men. 

Neither lhall the Jcfuites (that ultimus diaboli crepitus ) be able to uphold it: there 
is a cold fweat upon all the limbes of Antichrift already. 

Verfe 14. For the earth fhall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord 
Crc. ] He fhall make himfelf a glorious name amongthe nations of the earth, by exe¬ 
cuting vengeance upon Babylon, and fo pleading the caufeofhis opprelTcd people 
( whomhefeemed, during their captivity there to negleft Jth.it men fliall have 
, caufetofay, Vsrily there is a reward for the righteous : verily there is a God thatjudg- 
eth in the earth, Pfal. y8. II. 

as the waters cover thefea\ the chatiell of the fea: that is plentifully, and abun- 
_ dantly, Seeaiikepromife, J fay n. 9. but to another purpofe. Thar’safamous 
promife of the comming and kingdomc of Chrift: and fo fome Interpreters apply 

this. 


Chap.z. ~JhVlfophecie If Haba ldulc. ,,, 

Ancients rightly liiTC-henL^ue^ the context: yet the 

judgement, becaufe many wicked men efcanein rhi* U ^ u ftai ? y come again to 
nilhmenc, whicli then they fhall be fure of Tbef "lit 0 ” condi g ne pu- 

to riglit, though now they may feem leffe equally carrfrH ’ 9 ' j T l! Cn al J. ftaI1 be fet 
proceedings with men lhall be cleared up which ' a " d reafon of Gods 

to be ( fometimes fecrer, but J everAt tobelecvc 
an excellent harmony in this difeord of rh.noc ay of judgement we lhall fee 
mule as plain to 

upon a wall of Chryftall. Then lhall this fweer i J r S ? g]“ tcr,n g Sun-beam, 

The earth fhall be filled the knowledge of the Tl^onllVd * CCOt ?P ll{hmc ™- 

ver the fea, in greaceft abundance, and redundancy ’ f * ^ * the waters co- 

Verfe \ 5. Wo unto him thatgivetb his neiahbour drink 1 Thr p k I « , 

niong other their flagitious pradifes afore-™nr 1 nlTc J Thc Babylonians (a- 
drunkenneffe, as is recorded by Herodotus C, r d J W u fe mucb ^ ddi <^ed to 
fick of drink, and would therefore fpew them o^^Thelfp^^' The,r iand was ' 
ver f e ’>• ( bee the Note) and fliould therefore drink A Cm f e ^ cs ™ cre men of wine, 
wrath. They drank to their neighbours or comnanm °^ thcw f lnc op Gods fierce 
curtelie, or charity, but purpofely to intoxicateXm T* m u aw ^ either of 
they might cither deride them, or abufc them to fiUfn drunk > thac 

buckt tucm with drink, and then laid them out to be ° r b 1 oth: thc y 

lvas ty Ins graccieffe fonne. Therefore as he rnrf^T ^ fc ° L rned > asNo « h 
cufe him ) and it ftuck to his pJfttky ^ Z* 

the bottle is fee to the mouth, and muft be emptied !•! perfwa [ l0ns ^ or threats, 
fober, and temperate man is urged and it mav hr f ' 5° me r c ^ C M Ce ' Tbec iv>J, 
and needldTe draughts (as a horle doth a drenc^bv^'^‘° fwa ! ow down lo "g 
At} »j; fcc triumph over him domineering drunkards, that 

/fTheir vile courfo are he« grapSlv Za • P ’r ° r , (1S , tl,e new » ) 
the holy Choftj to fet forth thehatefulnefle thereof '!| C l y co our! defetibed by 
fne. There are that read the word, thus W ° fuU wil1 ">e 

fervottr^ and thy fury, -jU. if be pledge thee not ' W 1”T fr ••Um, thy 

°“ ,s ’I sthc v them. C.n,;„„,, P t hefatherof AVra iCi’/" drin \ nocaJ ‘ the 
man, bccaufe be refufed to drink fo much as he^7ommi„d^^ai booeft Ro- s*,* 

That pmefi thy foyfonI. him: and indeed, EbruJJJ,TbuJjl'T ° ch " 7 eaJ ir . 
vnm, fuave pcccatum, &c. DrunkennpRp - r • r , daman dulce vene- 

. afweet fin/e, which hfthat hatMnSfbath^fe^nd’ a h P, h a |f nC r' ,bn ’ 
into runs not into a fingle finne but is whollv ^ h,ch hecha truns 1 

(faith a grave Divine) have I feen verminefuckL rhn ™ o{ ] nnc - H o^ often, 
he, that ofthe grape, or mault, yet would heLdefve^ishlfld^* 1^°°^ f faftas 
Gather reads it, Conj H ngen s fervorem tuu m ll;:' ! 1 ? r ,ofe his draught? 
felf, that thou mayeft drink him under the bolrd Thk^ ,nflamin g th y 
Anne, andruine: foitwas M. Anthonies fwhr. This was great Alexanders r ua hit ,a 

drmkdownothets) and before them both DfirL^a^l^°° k ° f iv hi l a t bi,il:ies Co ****Rbnm 
p ed - P ow much better his fuccelTour Ahafbuerofb ’ ^ then *f ts hath leftrecor- ^firipfitfeu 
feaft, that every man fliould drink accordingm h^ f wfiomadea law at his great 
k»gof Crect ordered, that his “bieTSld ^ot P J ^ Efik '' 8 ‘ So ' 

unto drunkenneffe. J Id not dunk one to another, titfUSur, 

s r/ ,ru r n “fi uMui, m e 

VtM«t.rb,tri,f, C Hta qu{ fa„ y OT- 

Tact J , * m U*»m, (»ith 

t. to drink night and day together. It i» (till the finne 

of 
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of that nation, t\sG wither upon this text heavily compiaineth ; *~and it is grownto 
a proverb, the Drunken Dutch-man. Of them, theEnglifh, much commended f or 
their fobricty, learned in the Nethcrland-warres, to drown their,fcives by immode 
CatHiti. Elif. race dr,nk,n g ■ and b Y drinking to others healths, to impair their own : J'o that in 
:*5i. ovx dayes came forth the firft reftraint thereof by leverity of laves, faith Camden * 

who yet, being fo great an Antiquary, could not but know, that in’the year cko.' 
Edgar king of this land, made an Ordinance for putting pinnes in cups that none 
fhould quatfe whole ones. ' 

Andmakefl him drunl^aIf jJ Robbcft him of himfelfe, and laycfl a beaft in his 
roome. The fame Hebrew word Zotel fignifieth a drunkard and a vile perfon • fil- * 
tliy venemous creatures breed in thofe fennifh grounds Jth 40.21 .Behemoth lietb 
iit tf.itn ; which G Akinins P.trijicnfts applyetli to the Devil in drunken hearts - 
, whereas in dry places , fober fouls, he wafath about fecking reft but find ah none Alar 
Xx: , rnwfS Ia - 4 .’* . 1 he very Heathen in hatred of this finnefained that Cobali (an hurtful! 

andpcrniciouskindof Dcvils)accompanyed 2 ?.icc/w: and that Atratus or the in 
mnmcihiiMs ^operate Devil was their Captain. Sente,, called) it a voluntary madneffe ano¬ 
ther a noon-day Devill, no more a night-walker ,as once 1 The/. 5 7 Tf ie / , ce 
dcTKonians punifhed it fcvercly • fo do the Turks at this day, powring j a dlc-fit« s 
1 ofboylmg lead down their throats fometimes: and atleaft baftinadoinc of them on 
the bare feet, till they aredifabled for walking in hade again to their conventicles of 
Heyl. Gcng. g ood -lellewfhip. Marat Waff* command ed a pipe to be thruft thorow the nofe of 
793. a Turk., which was found taking Tobacco : and fo in derifion to be led about Ctn- 

sUuttncple Let men fhun this fhamefull finnc ; and be farre from drawing others 
to it; for have they not fins enough of their own to anfwer for ? Mud they needs 
go to hell in company ? Dives defired that his brethren and companions in finne 
Luke 16. irn S ,lC not comc co that place of torment. This he did, not one of any good will to 
them, but becaufe he knew, if they were ever damned, he frould be doable-damned. 

Ti:at ikon main look on their nafedneffc'] Thofe parts that nature would have co- 
vered are called nakedneffe per Antiphrdfm. To look on them with delight is by 
iome held a iinne agalnft Nature : the ground ot their opinion is Gen. ? 7 To 
men drunk for that purpofe, is worfe. But it for further abufe of their bodies 
to untricannefle, (as Attains the Macedonian dealt by Paufama* a young Cour- 
Pffa’um f- who afterwards flew King Philip , becaufe he would not punifli Attains , for fo 
.cuir.mixo At- uOingJ that’s word of all: and hath a woe, Vtor woe .hanging at the hecles ofir 
ZZnZ-Z 1 trlt l 6 Thou art filled with fame for glory \ Or, With fame then with 

faemvivanun f /or - y ' 1 hat is thou fhalc be filled Ihortly with ignominy for that glory wherein 
faihu x-ifut thou prefently prided thy felfc; thy drunkeneffe lhall redound to thine utter dif- 
jcr.riurr. Vile :r.;ce,-as it was to Dartu$ t Alexander, Antoninus, Bcnofas, Trajan ( a good Fmnc- 
iX™:,:"*;. xo f ochervvile, but a drunkard, and a pedcrad, as Dio Caffins reporteth him.) ' Yea 
c fV °» ]tbac m°ft fevere cenfurer of other mens manners • to whom it was fometime 
• r re'JUit objected ( how defcrvedly J know not) quod mtturnis potation,bus iud u lreret that 
- ’ * : ' v> 7 n, Sht lie would drink foundly. This is a blurre to him, if true, and confutes that 

• H >uti *faium given him by Paterculus , that he was omnibus human is vitiis 1 mm unis free 
fainim,. & jrom ail vices and as like vertue her felfe as might be. in Scripture, the drunkards 
SK A'!e begins in lawlefnelTc, proceeds in unprofitablencITc, ends in niferyj and all 
fhut up in that denomination of his pedigree, Afonne of Belial. 

prints thou «lfo | Sith thou art fo able at it (fish thou haft fo well deferved that 
infamous Epitaph of a certain drunkard. 

fahnii. dt Na- ****** > fittts eft Offellitts Buratitts Mb ulus, 

tar. fiijUnt. / Jz**i dum vixit^aut bibit aut minxit. abiprsteeps) 

Brink another while of the cup offtiamc and forrow: take thy part of all man- 
TfrkT 9 ? TP ° had -' 6 - S ""“‘ ‘'“KW - horrible 

,2'i rtrh l: k‘TT° S t JCKf " F" *'*&*"« UrdUvcth right,- 

\ZlJI,A l tr 7 ' Y f , be r ° L VCth C0 retahatc a,ld will therefore make thefe 
Tn r drinpalfo ; and thofe that made others drunk that they might loot on their 
nakednefa to lie with their foreskins uncovered to their perpetual reproach, Uncif- 
cumcifion was a fhameful fpedacle indeed among that people. 

The 
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The cup of the Lords right hand/hall be turned to thee ] Heb. turned about or fiial 1 
turn it felfe , quia rerum omnium vici/fnudo ; thy turn is now come to take off the 
dregs of Cods cup of calamity hr. 25. iy. that hath eternity to the bottomc 
Aid farm-fall fpewing fall be on thy glory \ Kifalon a compound word the vomit 
of ignominy ; a fit puiufhment for filthy drunkards, who break their heads as fivinc’ 
do their bellies, over-charge their ftomacks as dogges do their gorges and then dif- 
gorge themfclves in a fhamefull fort, as Antonius did at Nay bon amidft his «ueifsac 
afealf: and as Eccius, Luthers great adverfary, whom he merrily called'' Jeccius , 
from his cafting: as Tiberius was nicknamed Biberius. 

fall be on thy glory j The Hebrew word for glory 9 properly fignifieth WcinhE- 
ntfci as the word twice here ufed for fame, fignifieth lightnejfe: an elegant op¬ 
position, flicwing that whatfoever the Babylonians gloried in, and held thcmfelves 
honourable for, fliould be lightly accounted of, and lie buried in the Sheet of fame 
as in a dung-hill of filthy vomit. ; ? 

Verfe 17. For the violence .of Lebanon fall cover thee ] Here, for the comfort 
of Cods people ( which is the main fcope of this prophefie ) he repeateth the 
chief caufcs of Babylons calamity: viz., her cruelty to Lebanon , that is to all iu 
dza ( a part being put for the whole.) Or elfe he fpeakech of die violence done to 
the Temple, which was built of the cedars of Lebanon; as was likewife the Temple 
of Diana at Kphcfus made of Cedar-wood. The devil loves to be Cods ape ThL- 
violence in firing the Temple, and defolating the countrey, fhall cover thee all over 
as a garment doth the body: yea, it fliall.be as the (hire, made for the murtherin« 
of Agamcmnort, where the head had no iftuc out. * 

andthc foil ofbeafts which made themafraid] Men are here called beads as the 
lan Lebanon, thefe were fpoi led and terrified, thefe were murthered and mafia - 
cred by the Chaldeans, who fhall therefore be feverely punifhed, and this written 
as it were over their heads to fignifie for what they fuffer. Becaufe of mens blood\ 
and far the violence of the land, of the city, and of all that dwell therein, bee the 
Note on verfe 8. 

V ; r [- I I8 - rhpprofttcththegrfvcnimagel The Chaldees promifed chemfdves 
much help againft their enemies from their idols: and were ready to lav, as that 
Roman Empcrour Antoninus the Philofopher did, when he was to meet his enemie 
tNonfic deos colmmus . tit tUc nos vinceret. We have not fo ferved the gods as tint 
he fliould overcome us. The Prophet here rejedech their confidence; and lavcth 
open their folly, bee the like, fa. 10. 8, 14, iy. Zcch. 10.2. Efay 44. 10 17 
See. Confer fa. 51.47, 52. 20.30,32.. ? 

that the maker thereof hath graven it] And can he hope for help from the work 
of Ihs own hands ? can the image give that to others, which it hath not for it fejf ? 

In Henry the eights time, one Mr. Cotifmorc was a ecu fed of liercfic for layinr 
thadmages were but Carpenters chips ; and that when men goto offer to them’ 
they dtditto few their new gear . The men of Cody-am , not pleafed witli their 
new Rood, quarrelled with the joyner, and refufed to pay him: he complained to 
the Major of Doncaftcr , who gave them this eounfell’; Pay the poor man his mo¬ 
ney, and go yourwayes home, and look on it, and if it will not ferve for a god 
make no more ado, but clap a pair of horns on his head, and fo he will make an 
excellent devil. Tins the Parifhioncrs took well in worth : the poor man had his 
money and diverfe laughed weU thereat: bur fodid not the Babylonifli priefts, 
laitii Mr. Fox. Horace brings in Priapw , that ridiculous garden god fay- 


Im refer.- 
Vulcal Gallic, 
in Avid.Caff. 


Acl fa jlf'i,. 


Ibid. 1340 , 


Olim t rune us eram ficulnus, tire. 

He thought nootlicrwife of the Images of Jupiter, and the reft: but durft not fay 
s’ Z f , f thc P c °P lc , lumic might be faid, as A«g.,JH«. dotl.of 

book againft fuperftitions, but ^.d rcprchMm, D.civ.Vri. 

them ar C md,itt > ¥"d culpxbat , .tdor.b.r. he reproved them, but yet uled Ht.s.c.io. 

th, moUmmw.Md* teacher,f Ik,] Wur* f»lf» vtritas.'fi, faith One It 
ubutalhadowof the perfon thatit reprefepteth. God cannot be piftured, ores-. 

O 0 preffec! 



Afl.fyMon. 

99o. 


e^T» expojition on Chap.2, 

prefled by any image. Images of chrifttre not onclj Jcfills, boa alfo ties ikkiTiv 
Homily agamft perill of idolatry, fee forth m Queen Js/i^bosbs dayes’ Jn/ls 
reptovetli the Onofticks for carrying about the images of Chriff, made in ViUtts 
.time, after bis own proportion LoUamisss faith, that there is no religion wlicrc 
there isan image. Varro had faid the fame long before him, as Assjlin redteth hi“ 
P/*«rch faith, it isfacnledge to worfliip by images,&c. and teliethus, thatiV*- 
mst l ? , ^ ad the Aorn ' ,tls t ic ufc of -images in temples; neither liad they any for 
the firft i 7 o. years together, no more had the Perfiar.s, faith Strabo, nor the old 
Germanes, faith Tsscs, ns The old Britones indeed had their idols, i’ m J?dZ 
, , ' Io C,Um callech them ) pent nstmero esEgpptiocn mneemia, ugly for IhaDe 
and almoft as many as the Egyptians for number. Thefe all fell down JS' 
when Cl,rift was hrft known here ( as they fay the Egyptian idols did, when cS 
with Ins parents fled thither for fear of Herod) but Antichrift foon Vet up ot“ 
in their Head and taught the people that they were U, mns books. But if they 
be Ipng soothers, k as here they are called) they mull be lyin' books too • and there 
fore not to be read by any that would receive the love of tire truth that they nay 
be faved. Bern in Swiflerland, was the firft town, that Berthe Reformation* 
was purged of images; making a bone-fire of them, on an Alhwednefday The 
like was done herein England, m King £dto Jr d 6 . his raigne, on that very day 
wherein they,dory was gotten at Muicleborough in Scotland and now 1 hon! 
we are r,d of them for ever. The Turks will not endure them, no not upon ffi 
;°> neS ; becaufc chc fecon J Commandement; for they alfo do fo honour M+. 
/whis writings, that they kifii any piece of Paper, whereiJ. any thing ofhisis 

the’]c'ves d0 cxceedln 2 ^ hacc Pa P' nstor their abominable idolatry: as do likewifc 

shot she mabsr of bisVorksn,flesh therein^ Which he would never do if not 
bewitcht, and bereft of his right mind. To cruft in a god of a mans own making 
is a prodigious errour, a lhipendious ftupidity. 

to makg dumbUolQ In the Hebrew rhere is an elegant Agnomination, Eldlm 
illcmm, fpeechleffc, No-gods, chat give no nnfwer to their fuitours, and 

-- quorum [ant numina nominatantum . 

Ire&hVnY ”°'«»‘°hi<»ih*tfs,i,h,o,bo >W, It is wood ft ill, and vet 

dlftlf Whfn H’ ffV &C ', aS 'c V dm >' hiS 0W " rCafon . and «m-man 
mmfelf. V\ hen Hezekiah faw that fuch was the venome of the liraelitifli idola¬ 
try, that the brazen-Serpenc ftung worfe then the fiery, ho pulled it down, .and in 
contempt called it Nehufljtan y that is, a piece of braffe, 2 King 18. 4. Vesnins 
rendreth it, anufum Marinas, amentum, that is, parum quid aris, n little piece of 
s fe^fn^rh^' ^ be Jewes . at C , hlS , day fay ’ thaC as lon 2 as they fee the Preacher direft 
? ! irJ ? tha ^ ]l c ttIe wooden crucifix, that ftandeth in the pulpit by 
n callahls Lord > a j? d Sav ' our ’ t0 kneel t0 ir > £ ° embrace it, to k.ffek, to 
weep upon it (as is thefafluon of Italy) this is preaching fufficicnt for them • and 

WTOfm thSt^e ““u 1 '* 1 tl n I Cry fi F ht ° f iC C ° hate8 CIiriftian region, then 
HTf? l r i he / 0rld can aI,ed 8 e co Iovc ic * Woe therefore to thofe Popifh-Ido- 

* r l tilt °S e ” CeS : / e fn U ^ en *° them ’ thatcInts % to the wood, f, 

^ ^ A u^, A prayer > ficto be preferrM to God onely, (* 

imTPes 35 He Hlnrvl S ‘ VG , tl n o tb «s glory to any other, nor his honour to graven 

SomS 1 bc omn T en ft 4r r 

: r nnr ■ u , “ COVCna ot with us, &c. Is any wood or ftone fo ? Is 

feemsto come of the Hebrew.^ 0 ^ ? ^ 1 dUmb °“ r En £ lifll 

an , d J Ct: teAC *° ? Others read it queft ion wife. Ip/e doceat? 
What better leflon can ye learn from it then a lie, as vtr/f iS? bid 
too U i^» aS J K ‘?? Hc , n ' , 8 .‘ dld t0 thc Po P c (*f he had done fo to Popery 
hahp h l 1 A e -J. 10 lis pr °teftation againft him.England is no more 

a babe, to be led and fed with lies-- Surely exceot God take away our right 

Ton\v°{h?UhV be Po P es ™ tbo / h y (ha,i be driven out for ever, but his name alfo 
fhortly fhali be forgotten in England. We will from hencefdrth ask counfe! 1 of him 

and 
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and his when wc lift to be deceived, when we cove* to bc in errour whenwedc- 
fire to offend God, truth and honefty&c. * 

behold it is laid over With gold nnd Jilver] q. d. Come and fee, beleevc your 
own c> es at loaft, behold the matter, form, workmanfhip of this new-made Pod. ... 
and grow wilcr. The Rood of Grace with all its trinkets, the blood of Hales (that ioS4 ‘ 1 

notable impoftor ) was laid open at Pauls croffe by Cromwell t and there viewed 
and torn in .peeccs by the people. 

there « no breath at all in. the middeft of />*] No foule, not fo much as that of a xr 
tea ft’. O pule hr urn caput , fed cerebrum non ineji, faid the ape (in the fable ) com- ° P ‘ 
ming once into a ca vers (hop. The beft thing that an image can teach a man is 
that it felfis dumb and dead : and that thc maker thereof cannot give life and breath 
to it, much lcffe a deity. . 

Verfezo. But the Lord is in his holy Temple'] It is not enough to condemne fu- 
.perftitions : but we rauft know and lerve the true God in a true manner. Tully 
wilhed that he could as eafily find out the true religion, as difprove thc fajfe ones. De nat " deaT ‘ 
Cambyfes deftroyed the Egyptian idols, rather in fcorne of all religion, then hatred 
of idolatry. Lucian ieared the heathen-gods: and yet was an enemy to Chriftia- 
nity. / Erafmm was no Papift, nor yet good Proteftant. Henry the 8’. defpifed 
the old religion, and yet envied the new. There arc many (laid He in Parlia¬ 
ment; that are too bufy with their new Sumpfmm : and others that dote too 
much upon their old Mumpfimus &c. Hence it is that the Prophet here to thofe 
dunghill-deities of the heathen's, thofe dead idols, o^pofeth the living and onelv 
true God, Jehovah, faith he, is in his holy Temple : that Efemiator who' hath 
his being of himfclf, and gives beeing to all things elfe mi uyo>h as St Paul 
elegantly expreffeth it Ail. 17. 25. Heisinhis hely Templejc. inheavenbyhh 
power and glory,and in his Church on earth by his grace and goodneffe. The ufe of 
which doftrine followeih. # 

UtaU the earth keep (Hence before him ] Heb. fc. orbe ftill, all the earth & c ‘ v. 

Reverenttsg caufa filete , Tremble at his judgements, truft in his promifes, wait 
upon him in his ordinances, walk before him in obedience, fpcake not of him or 
to him, but as knowing your diftance, your infancie. In fpejikingofGod our 
, beft eloquence is filence ? faith Mr. Hooker, in fpeaking to him, quanta cum re- 
verentia, quanto timore , quanta humilitate, accedere debet e palude fua procedens Bem.dedi • 

& repens vilis ranuncuU , faith Bernard ? with what reverence and godly feare ver f- 2 5 * 
with, what humility, fiiouldappor fmall frog, creeping out of his mud, draw 
necrunto this great God, before whom Angels appearc with greateft felf-abafe- 
ments ? what abhorrency then and felf-annihilation can be‘ fufficicnt to accompany 
ourapproaches to thisgreat God of heaven? And how fhould thc enemies of the 
Church ftandin aw, and even quake before him, wriggling into their holes, as 
wormesdo, whenitthundreth, and beeing all huiht, as Ihcep are before the wolfe 
birds before the hawk,all the beafts of the field before the lion when he roareeb. * 


CHAP- III. 


Verfei. A prayer of Habbak/uk^the Prophet/ Habakkuk fignifieth a IVrafiler^ 
HL that by clofing flriveth to get the better , as hath been before noted on 
chap.i.i. Todofewithchcadvcrfaryisthebeft way toftippknthim, ortoavoid 
the blow: fo is running in to God, the way to elcape him. The Prophet had 
heard Gods fpeech and was afraid verfe 2. He faw his wrath ready to break forth- 
and therefore gets in with him by this prayer. He knew that, 

Flettitur iratus voce rogante D eus, 

God fuffereth himfelf oft to be overcome by the prayers of his people: and yeel- 
deth much unto them, when moft bitterly bent Aflat. 24. 20. he therefore fees 
ihoulders and fides to work, and wreftle Iuftily in' this chapter. He knew it 
Pro P bcCS work, to pray as well as preach : and between thefe two,, 
to divide his time. God forbid ( faith Samuel , who is reckoned the firft of Pro- 
O o z * pijet’s) 


Ovid. 
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phets ) tbktljhould ftn againfi the Lord, in ccafing to pray for jcui l will alfo teach 
you the good and right May i Sam. I2« 23. So doth this Prophet: he both pre¬ 
ferred a prayer (the word, fay fome, fignifieth fuch a prayer as is made by a Me- 
diatonr before a jtsdge ; we have an advocate with the Father 1 loh. 2. i. ) and 
dedicated the fame to the people, to be ufed by them in the time of the captivity: 
which yet they (hamefully neglefted to do, as Daniel acknowledged chap. 9. 13. 
or if they did any thing towards it, they merely fought themleive* jn it, andfo 
loft their labour, Zech. 7. 5. whereas had they prayed as here is prefedbed, con- 
feffing their fins, and befeeching God not to deale with them after their defertj, 
but according to his ancient loving kjndnejfes that never faile, they might have 
found mercy. The Altar of inccnle ftood againft the Mercy-feat: and liev. 9.13. 
the prayers of the Saints from the foure corners of the earth found and do great 
things in the world, make it ring. It was the fpeech of a learned man : If there be 
but one figh come from a gracious heart, it fills the eares of God, fo that God hears 
nothing clfc. 

upon Sigionoth] Vocabuium Mufcum eft, ettjus ratio Hebrais ignota, faith Bh.x- 
torf : it is a Mufical terme, the reafon whereof is unknown to the Hebrcw-Doc- 
tours at this day. Yet Rabbi Salomon (and with him the moft Interpreters) 
rendrethit pro igmrantns, for ignorances, or as touching his own and his peoples 
trrours ; which the prophet here ( ccnvincjd by Gods former anfwer to his cx- 
poftulation ) confeffeth with confuficJn of face. Ignorance iurely is a blufhfull fin; 
cfpecially ifaffefted and delighted inf as the Hebrew word feemeth to imply, 
confer Prov. 5. 19. ah$2o. 1.) Privative ignorance, though it do fomwbates- 
Wym'mdla.. cufca man (/c. d tanto, not* toto, L*^ 12. 47.) yet is ita lin to be confelTcH and 
• . bewailed: for Chrift died for the not-kno^oing of the people Heb. 9. 7. and de- 

ftrudlion is threatened/) no non-feientia, or lack of knowledge Hof. 4.-7. B uiCaL 
wellobferveth here, that the Prophet by begging pardon for ignorance*, doth 
not omit his own and the peoples more grievous fins: but fheweth, that men 
muftalfpbe fenfible of their lefler lapfes, and cry out with David ( after whofc 
example this whole fong is framed ) Who can underfund his err ours ( or ignoran¬ 
ces unwitting and inconfiderate fins ? ) O clenfe thou me from Jecrct faults. Ffal. 


Aft. 3.24. 


Lam. 3. 


Verft a. O Lard I have heard thy fetch audios afraid 3 Audivi audit ionemtu- 
am. I have heard ( not thy/wwe, or thy report, as fome render it, uni c fie it he 
in the Prophet E fays fefffe, chap. 53. 1. but) thy preceding dilcoui fe, in anfwer 
to my difeeptation. I have heard that the Babylonians will come, and that ray 
peoplemuftinto captivity. This was no plcafant hearing: for wc all naturally 
( lhrink in the (houlder, when call’d to carry the crofTc*: but thofe that do what 
they fhould not, muft look to hear and feel too, what they would not. 

and was afraid] Fear is conftriflio cordis exfenfu wall inftantis , a paffion of the 
foule (blinking in it felf from fome imminent evil!. The wicked heare and jeere .* 
or their fearedriveth them from God, as itdid guilty Adam. Contratily, the god¬ 
ly tremble at Gods judgements, whiles they hang in the tbreatenings: and draw 
nigh to him with intreatics of peace. In this feare of the Lord is ftrong confidence, 

• and his children have a place of refuge, Trov, 14. 16. 

, OLord ferine thy Workjn the middeft of the y eares] i. e. Preferve alive thine If- 
rael, that work^ of thine hands Efay. 45. 11. together with thy work of grace in 
their hearts: keep that fpark alive upon the fea of tribulations and temptations. 
The Angels (faith a Reverend man )arc kept with much leffe care, charge, and 
power, then we: becaufe they have no biafle, no weights of fin hung upon 
them &c. There isnot fo much of the glory ofGod( faith Another) in a'lhis 
works of Creation and Providence, as in one gracious aftion that a Chriftuo 
performeth. 

in the middefl of they eares make known] fc. thy power in pcrfefHng thyglcry, 
and not forfaking the work ofthise own hands Pfal. 138. 8- It was Luthers ufa- 
AR & Mon aI1 P ra y er > Confirm, O God, in us, that thou haft wrought; and perfeft the 
’ *- work that thou haft begun in us, to thy glory. So be it. So Elifabeth , when 

prifoner at Woodftock,pray’d thus: Look Lord upon the wounds of thine hands: 
and defpife not the work of thine hands. Thou haft written me down in thy 

book 


CHAP.3. the Tro phecie of HabakkuL 

fVf' = which white Ribera to defence tells os a tale olth^bfolifh 
Ithem, born in a ftable, and laid in a manger betwixt two beafts anos.anH rr 
It may very well be. tlmt tbe Church here prayeth for GoSa« and t a f fc 
ring the time of her captivity. F f ror grace and favour, du- 

InwrabnmemhrwartjS In commotion ir*: whenthouart moft moved ana,nit 
us, and haft as much adoe to forbear killing of ui as thou hadft to fork., S r 
when thou metteft him in the Inne; then remember ^fliov mercy'°cd(tomin^thv 
companions which fail not. Look then upon us, and be mercifhU unto “ 
ufcft to doe unto thofe that Iovethy name, Pfal. 119. 132. The wicked are rh.Wr 
ned with aneviU, an oncly evil, without any mixture of mercy: this the Pronher f u 
here deprecatech, andbeggeth mercy. Per miferere mei,to!lituriradci. P t Ezck - 7 -' 

„ Fcrje 3. Cod came from Tcman] The Prophet alludech to char of A,rr • l- 
Swan-like fong Lent. 3 3 . 2. and allcdgeth Gods benefits of old for his^w^and 
he,r prefent confirmation of faith: without which prayer would be to no mrlfe 
hence cffeduall prayer is called the prayer of faith lam. ic. Fairh fc rb/f j 
, tion of prayer, and prayer js the fervency of Faith, wh Ifoevcr ye ash be/ f ° Unda ‘ 
M™™, faith our Saviour. Cafi ,hj blr,he„ (ov thy rfcfi) l t ,„ ht Wfafth 
Duz-td. To help us fo to doc, it is of Lingular ufe toconftdcr what God haTh d ' 

S'sfT ■' for l hou r ”'*• “ an Ordinary of Scripture Loiick lie 

PJaL 85.1, 2, 3,4. There be fix Hafis drawing in the next Tm* m 

ver. 4. See alfo 2 Cor. 1. 1 o. Gods Ma/efty & might when he gave the Lawfn S C ’ 

is here fee forth, to (hew how eafily he can, if he pleafe turn again rhe Jl J; 

his people, as the Streams in the fouth. P , turn again t e captivity of pf ^ f • 

And the holy One from mount Paran. Selah] He that is Holinefte it felfA ^ tr 

an aflevera non of a thing fo to be, and an admiral thereat The W ffi 
D f e c ^ e,r prayers for Legnolam i. e. Forever or Amen IricnmLMJ L* y 
the Singers ot the Temple came to a Selah (which word is ufed 92 tinfes in vcriDtur^ 
and onely in Pfalmes and Songs) thev made a nanfr “ y*P^ ure , 

their thoughts awhile upon the preceding matter worthv ofmnrf^ 1 "^ 5 ^ 1C 

fervation. Hence Tremcllutt and luniuf* ^prefle*^/I^ l^^h^adverbs^^'^ 
imc. Vehementifsime, Excellcnter. It was doubtiefte a fingular mercy Q f God to hk 
p ople oflfratl, chat he came from Tcman &c. to fpeak with them from hfovr* 

man dements. Nth. 9. 1 3 • 1 4 - This when he did. ' 5r " 

His glory covered the Heavens ., and the Earth was full of his praifel The Laivi^.c 
given in a moft majeftick manner (fee Exod. t 9 .) partly to procure reverence toS ’ 

tdT 01 - P f tly t0 , fCC f ° rCh Ehe naCUre and of it, P wl,ieh soZtfyOf 

fenders, and to drive them to Chrift: and partly alfo to (hew that God hath now 

d Weap P ns en ™’ Co defend thofe keep his Law, and to punifh fuch as 
would draw them off from their obedience thereunto. That’s a pious meditation 

wfrr V rb rC p d ^ r,tCr ’ lf ^ Law were thus given, how(haI! ic be required ? If fuch ^ mu 

whac ft,a " the Seffions b " e ? 

voSm tr^rU S t rigk c”f C ™ as the ilghQ The glory of the Lord was as a de- 
InhS denorh hCt0 P,? ft1,e Exod. 24.17. thenoon-day light, the Sun ^ 
or J^c Sun b TI" 0 § ? ,nCom P arabIc ^rightneffe, which was ^ the light, ™ 

1 1 31 ‘ 2 ?; and 3 7 r°* Hence Heathens called or the 

H UAL ^ chlsdiewordhereufed ^ H e nce alfo the Greek '*&> tofL 

hath • The '- r fT r f ou f °f htS h,md ^ V r ’ hright heams 0Ht °f ht$ f' de > as the Sun 

him is ill u -ord are in every place Trov. 15.3. and every man before p / 

all W, a ; ; j.. 2 2. the whole world is.to him as .a Sea of glajfc, a clear Rc7 ' 4> €m 

5 tranfparenc 
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transparent body, he ftiines and fees throw it. Gods hand or fids is faid to be bar - 
ned in the fenfe, that Mofes his face was. Exod. 3 4. 5 o. 

And there was the hiding of his power] Not the revealing of it, but velamen, fwi- 
bolum, mtegumentum, the veil,the cover, fuch as God put over him when he’{hew¬ 
ed Mofes his glory. He couid :ee but his back parts, and live .• we need fee no more 
that we may live. God is invifible, incomprehenfible, and dwelieth in light unap¬ 
proachable. How little a thing doch man here underftand of God, Job 26. 14. 
the greateft part of that he knoweth, is but the leaft part of that he kn >weth not. 
Surely as a weak eye is not able to behold the Sun, no nor the ftrongeft eye with¬ 
out being dazlcd .• we cannot look upon it in rota, but only in radii*: fo here we 
cannot fee God in his EfTence,but onely in his-effeds, in his works and in his Word 
where alfo we have but a (hew, but a (hadow of him, we fee but his train in the 
Temple as Efay: the holy Angels cover their faces with their wings as with a dou¬ 
ble fcarfe before Godsbrightnerte, which would put out their eyes elfe ft 6 . 2. fee 
Pfal. 104. 2. i Tim. 6. 16. 

Perfect Before him went the peft Hence)' D ever the word lignificth fuch a difeafe 
9 as cometh by a divine decree. So Hypocrits call the peftilence OZoy, bccaufe J'ext 
by God in a fpiritual manner, a ftroke of his own bare hand as it were. Here it is 
made one of his Apparitours or purfivants, fent before him to deftroy the Cmm- 
nites , as it had done the Egyptians. 

And burning coals went out at his feet) Or, the carbuncle burning bile Dent. 32.24 
The Vulgar tranflateth it the devil , Others , 'Aj»9£5t£ a deadly inflammation, where¬ 
of good Oecolampadius died, and was lamented by Melancthm. But Luther very 
Lib . dtJHiffit uncharitably (the beft have their failings) wrote chat he beleeved Octal,dmpadium 
f rival. ignitis Sat ana telis & hajhs confojfum,jubitanea morte perijfe , that Oecolampadius di¬ 

ed fuddenly, being ftabb’d to death with the fiery darts of the devil]. 

Verfe 6. He flood and meafured the earth] Not Jojhuah but God brought his peo¬ 
ple into thepromifed land, and divided it amongfl them, Pfal. 78. ? 5. Likeasalfo 
he had divided the whole earth by bounds an‘d borders to the feveral Nations 
Pfal. 74. 17. and doth ftill appoint men the bounds of their habitations Act. 
17. 26. 

He beheld and drove afunder the Nations^ He did it with his looks, as it were : 
that is, with very little adoe. Let the Lordbutartf* onely. , and his enemies fhall be 
cmd. Elif. fcattered, let him but frown, and they fall before him : If Augufttu could frown to 
death AftnimPollio: and Queen Elizabeth her chancellour Flatton, what fhall we 
think of Gods bended browes > 

And the everlafting mountains were fcattered] i. e. thofe kingdomes of the Can ta- 
ttites that were held firm and unmoveable as the mountains, yea rivetted as it were 
upon eternity, fee Num. 13.21. 31,22. Thefe were fcattered, d’fihemnt fell in 
peeces, and leapt this way and that way, as ftones broken with a great hammer. 
God threfhed thfc mountains , and beat them fmall, he made the hills as chafe 1fay 41. 
15. No worldly height could (land before him. By mountains here fome underftand. 
Kings and Princes, as by hills, thofe of inferiou? rank. 

1 Hts tv ayes are everlafting) Heb. his walks or journies, that is, his government of 
the world by his power and wifedome is perpetual, he never cafteth off the care 
*t»7 itfom thereof: There are th at referre the word his to the fanaannes, who had of old pof- 

fefied the land without difturbance; But the former fenfe is the better. 

Verfe 7. / Jaw the Tents of C'ufhan) King of Afefopotamia, who tyranniz’d over If- 
'racl eight years, after Jo[huds death : God felling his people to him for naught, and 
not increaftng his wealth by their price , Pf.il. 44.12. Judg. 3. 8. But delivering them 
in the end by that valiant Othniel. , who brought the tents o {Cuff.in under affliction or 
vanity. Some render it propter iniquitatem, becaufe of iniquity, and fen this fenfe 
upon it: It was for finne that God fold his people into the hands of Cufhin Riska- 
thaiim , and yet afterwards fent them a Saviour: why then fhould they now defpair 
of a feafonable return out of captivity, though by their finnes they have provoked 
the Lord to wrath .• fith if they returne unto him and feek his favour, there is yet 
mercy with the Lord that he may be feared ? Loe, this is the right ufe of hiftories: 
and this is our duty to make obfervations to our {elves, as did the Prophet here, I 
fm the tents of Cufhan : I confidered the thing that hath been, it is the fame which 

{hall 
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fhall be, and that which is done, is that which {hall be done &c. Ecc/ef. 1.9. Htfto- 
ri.ifdte wonitriccs. Dicunt ttr'dfcft'ri isdvetrmo $hv. 

A>.d the curtains of the land of Midi an did tremble']’Cortina vel pelles 6cc. When 
by the fword of the Lord and of Gideon they were cut off and difcomfited Jtidg. 7. 

7. &c. 

Verfe 8. Was the Lord dfpleafed againft the %Jvers ? J As Xerxes , that brutifh 
man, was againft the Hellefpont, for battering his bridge of boates }j beating it and 
catling a pair of fetters into it > Was God thus angry againft Jordan, and againft 
the rcd-Sea ? No fuch matter. If God feem angry at any time againft the reafon- 
JefTe, or livelcfTe creatures, it is for a punifhment of mans fin. But here his end and 
purpofe was co {hew j that he did ride upon thofe horfes and charecs ( the rivers, 
and fea ) for the falvation of his people. He did fo when time was : and that he will 
do fo again, when time {hallferve, thisqueftion in the text {hews, that there is no 
queftion to be made of ic. 

Verfe 9. Thy bowe was made quite naked J fc. Out of the cafe. He meaneth, thy 
power was clearly manifefted,and powerfully exerted againft the nations above men- 
tioned: fo that all men might fee plainly, that thou wert that man ofwarre^ Exod. 

15.3* which fhooteft thine arrowes at a certainty, and never mifteft thine enemies, 
thy but-mark. See fob 16. 12. 

according to the oat he s of the tribes , even thy Word ] i. e . according to thy promi- 
fes to thy people, confirmed with oaches, even thofe fure mercies of David , or 
aftured to David . Some render it, according to the oathes, thofe props of thy word. 

His word is fure and fufficientof it felf: but, for our f better fettlement, and as a 
prop to our faith. He hath bound it with oathes: that by two immutable \things , in 
Which it was impojjtble for God to lie, We might have ft rang conflation, Heb. 6.18. 

For now we may fay with Solomon, For thy Wordsfake, nay more. For thine oathes 
fake, and according to thine own heart haft ihou done all this , 2 Sat*. 7. 18, 21. Thy 
love moved thee to make promife, yea, to give oath : and now thy truth bindeth 
thee to performe. All thy pathes to thy people now are mercy and truth, Pfal. 25. 

1 o. not mercy onely, but mercy and truth : not by a providence onely, but by ver- 
tue of a promife, ratified with an oath : This is fweet indeed ; this deforces a Selah] 
tobefetcoit. r J 

thou didft cleave the earth with rivers ] Exod. ij,6.Vfal. 78. 15,16. Deut.S.l y. 

Neh. 9.15. This cleaving the hard Rock, and fetting it abroach, this turning ofthe 
flint into a fountain, P fat. 114. 8. was a work of Oihnipotency, and is therefore fo 
much celebrated. Icmakcth much to the miracle, that the earth was cleft with ri¬ 
vers: this importeth both the plenty and the perenhity thereof: for thtRoch, that 
is, the river out of the rock followed them, 1 Cor. 10.4. left in that dry and bar¬ 
ren wildernefTe they ftiould perilh for want of water. The fame God alfo who had 
given his people petram aquatilem, gave them plttviam efcatilim. , ( as Tertnllian Vtrtul. dcpaii- 
phrafeth it) Manna from heaven, Quails in great abundance, and never was tnUa ' 

Prince better fervedin his greateft pomp. He alfo defended them from the fiery 
ferpents, and delivered them from a thouland other deaths, and dangers: all which 
mercies are here implied, though one onely be inftanced : and all to afeertain the 
Saints how much God fetteth by them, and what he will yet do for them, as oc- 
cafion requirerh. As he made the world at firft, that he mighfr communicate and 
impart himfelf to his Eleft: fo for their fakes doth he ftill preferve and govern it, 
ordering the worlds diforders by an over-ruling power, for his own glory, and their 
eternallgood. 

Verfe 10. The mountains fawthee, and they trembled’] fc. At the promulgation 
of the Law, E rod. 19. 17. Pfal. 114. 4, 6. when Gdd came with ten thoufand 
of his Saints, Dent. 33.2. andfo terrible was the earth-quake, that it wrought an 
heart-quake, even in Mofes himfelf, Heb. 12. 21. It is the Office of the Law to do 
fo: and happy is he, who terrified, and thunder-ftruck by the threats thereof, 
runnes to Chrift for refuge, as to One who is able to fave to the ucrlioft them that 
come unco God by him, Heb. 9.25* Some take mountains metaphorically, for the 
.Mighties of the earth, and read it thus. The mountains faVo thee , and they graved. 

See Num. 22. 3. fojh. 2. 9,10,11. 

The over-fto^ing of the Water pafedby'] the inundation of Jordan parted into 
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Gha 


p.j. 


*' dea H ca ’ th ® lower part of it I mean alike as the upper;ftood, a.nd rofe up unonTn 

Gmhh. j'! ng hounded and barred up by the Almighty p^were/cSd. 

the deep altered hu voice ^ and lifted up hie hand, cn high ] i.e. {ammo cenfenia 
o? UV ° iKi ’ andV0tCdf0rG ° dS helping forward 


ca er / e f V 36 Sun ff* Moon flood ft ill in their habitation] vi*. In the daves 
nlf S, UP ° n h “ P™y' r * cha P‘ io. 12, 13. whereupon One cried, on 
Bucbol. O admtrabtlcnt piarum precum vim ac potentiam cyttibus ctuim c a leftia cedant &c 
O the admirable power of prayer, that worketh wonders in heaven/ and oh the 
heaven ° f the tropIiecs wIiercof bee fet in the very orbes of 

at thought of thine arrows, thc^ent'] By thefe fhining arrowes, and g!itterin« 
fpears, fome understand that terrible lightening, mixt with that horrible hail, ?o£ 
o. 11. with Exod. 9. 2 3. and then it is figura plane poetica a Poeticall expreili- 

Asthe fword TJ rVtl°U% *&***$ *'*<*«&> 1 ™arrow. See the like Pfat. ,8. 
of the Lord , The hugehail ftones were Gods glittering fpears, wherewith he flauchtered 
and of Gideon. Il,s Others fuppofe, that thefe things are meant of the arms and weapons 

Judg.7.18. of the Ifraelites, wiled [Gods arrows and ft ears, becaufe ufed at his command ^nd 
ordered by him. Thisr fence Gualther iikech better, as moft comfortable to Chriftf- 
an warnours, who fight the Lords battels. 

Verfe 12. Thou dtdft march thoroW the land in indignation'] Heb. Thou did/l 
walk, in pomp, as a Concjucrour, thorow the land, fc. of Canaan, in contempt of the 
oppofitc forces, treading upon the necks of thine enemies, fojh. 10. 24. 

thou did ft thrtfo the heathen in anger } See Amos l. 3. Afic. 4.13. God,b V the 
hands of did_all this. The moll of the old inhabitants were deftroyed. 

Some few fled into Afr.ck, and left written upon a pillar for a monument to pc- 
fieri ty- We are Phoenicians that fled from the face of jo flu ah the fan of Nave 
r Ver ^rr wente ft f 0rtb f or the faction of thy people 1 a. d. \ hou waft 

Cf»fw/^wo m \our expeditions, in the dayes of the Judges, who therefore were 

r , frt o ‘ F r° VT d C !f y Y ? th f rwifc > whcn came with them into the 

CamJ. Eh fab. field? If Elizabeth could take for her Motto, Cui adharee, praeft He to whom 
I adhere, prevailcth, how much more may Almighty God fay as much ? 

even for Jalvation with {hine anointed j i.e. with David, 1 Sam. 16.. 12 13. 

2 5* 3, and 19.; 22. and 22. 51. pfal. 20. 7. a lively type of Chrift 
that Mcfliah the'Pr.nee, thejnyftery of which promifed Saviour, the ancient Tcw- 
Doetours confefled to-be confined in this text. It is not altogether unlikely W 
the Prophet might intend here to point ac Jefus Chrift, when he faith, for faiv*- 
tion ( Jelhang, whence Jefus ) for thine anointed , or thy Chrift. There are that 
read the words in the Futurc-tenfe, thus; Thou Jbalt go forth j or the falvation of 
Prf',’ [C \ whcn MeHiah that great Senator cometh: thou /halt wound the 
head of the wicked fc. of the Devil, Rom. 16. a o. Tboujlalt make naked the fem- 

da Tun h A kingd ?“’,^^ SeUh: ^ou flialt utterly deftroy fin death 
and hell. A remarkable mercy indeed, a myftery of grenteft concernment, and 
moft worthy to be confidered. Gualther carncs the fence this way : and yet addeth. 
that if any pleafe to refer the words to the hiftory of the old Teftament, they moft 

TcT a perfeC ? Ced th " ccue Church and whom God for 
Chrilts lake lubdued and fubverted, together with their kingdomes. 

. Ver J A l 4 ‘- * thorew ^ ith hu ft fives, the heads of his villages f Heb- 

tZfztl"?’ 0r h "l th ° rm Z M *? ,h m “^ er > with his ( a Metaphor 
,, , from (hepl. e rdy nccorcl,ng totha t> PA/. 2 ;. 3 . t hyr«dnrd,h r W&c.)or witfe 

Atn !S -7- hl ?< the that entred the land of promife: w.tl, thefe men « 

with thefe weapons though never fo unlikely, thou diddeft by ,the hand of David 
■wound the hairy Jcalp of thine enemies, thofe Pagans and perfecutoursV and much 
more wtit, dv the Son of David, fubdue Satan and his Complices. 

they came out as a whirl-winde to fcatter me ] Heb. they tempered, theyraifedasi 
hurly-burly, being turbulent fpmts, as the devil is,to difpcrfe me, as the duft of the 
mountains is fcattered before a whirle-wiridc. 

their rejoycinf rrat as fa devour ,h peer] f.e. Poor me, . they, devoured in fitret,. 
m ifOod had beennotlnng aware of their doings: and this wastheir exultation, 

or 
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orrqoyeingt they took pleafure in thetr erndty, and promifed themfeleesim- 

Verfe 1 $. Thou diddeft^al!^ thorough thefea &c. 1 n. d Shall «.U 
vM'by imjHi,,} and d,d they carry thcballupon the loot tm they hajgo^ 
the goale ? Hath ever any waxed fierce againft God and 1 ? g 

I trow, not. Thou that of old diddft Walk through the red feu SJfh 4 ‘ 
fast it, andthac moft fwiftly, as if thou had’ft hadfhycLng/of htfe. "’ ° r ' 

tharow the heap of great which thou uy-ft on 5 hc s f . 

lake, fo that mftead of beu,g iwallowed up, they were preferred 
Thou1 Lord, I fay, haft many times fince, (when all hope failed JonencdaSrc 
way for tby fervants to efcape. out of greateft dangers - and ihT rZ P alu * 1 
againe, when they moft ftand in need of :hine heavenly help ^urn ^ 

novacuU dec. God will be feen of his in the Monnt!™^ P ‘ "'#**«* 

Verfe 16. when I heard, my belly trembled &c. 1 Heard ? T Wr. u 
of thine, verfe. 3. whercunto the Prophet now rcturneth ( after a wj fp ? 
on for the peoples fupport and comfort; Digreffions in divine difcou^f« ISfeffi " 
alwayes and abfolutely unlawfull. God^^fome^imes^ 
to fatisfie fome foule which the preacher 

qutekeneth attention.) O Lord I have heard thy jpeech (touchine ifraeht caorivitu 1 
chap. 1. and after that, the Chaldeans calamity chap. 2 1 and m, ad. a ^ 

Neither was th,s a flight or hidden pang, andfoonput over: but fi^h as folked 
!o l V 0yr00tS ’ f ° kel ' 7, ° rmy heart “ m y bcll y trembled ; See Prov. , 

my lipptyuivered'i through want of natural! heate, which in this frieht was 
fr t he”aftt Kart: as frstaldiers .upon the approach of an enemy^r^ 

dt the voice} at the dreadfull denunciations of judgements 

rottenneffe entred into my bones~\ Poetico more ex Urnis dcfcriU;* A;* i.t 

tm ‘ ^ b °i r % C< V ? nd ^ ^ £00k with him in thofe P io us praftifes of fen' 
foules^to re^i^the ev^rday! WkH God ^be able to call their 

when he commtth up &c. ~\ i. e*The Chaldean fpoiler. 

he will invade them With hU troops'] Or, them in peeves. And that this was 
done, Sec 2 King. 27. and the book of Lamentations thorowout. Howbeitin 
judgement God remembreth mercy, as the Prophet had pray’d: forbefidcsthe 
favour thit the Jews found at Babylon by meanes ot Daniel find othei s, Cyrus ha¬ 
ving taken that city gave commandment,that no Jews, or any that fpake the Svri- 

kav:rremtnhom b : hUIt ’ as ^ ^-h^ndafterthiheg^ve themte 

‘be fytret jbaR net blafem] Here the Prophet lhewctha 
Well fettled and a fedate mind indeed: that he had attained, and by prayer waded 
hil!° a ^!f d co ™P ofe ' inl: f rc a 1 r “ 1 f M ‘ l,h of fpirir, fuch as the cock on the dm^ 
anH ^ 0t - W “ h .’ f'h'fknoweth the worth of: it being themoft precioui 
b!»n?ffc effe Je 7' 1 . that L cvcr thc heart of man came acquainted with. It hath 
faith feSe'fTf r hat the Prophet here taketh.out his own letfon of living by 
Hl*»“ °A?Vf a f d comf ° rts - 0 ri Z‘*‘ teaching and living were laid to , 
th.w th ? ke : H **T^ ! *j w , crc fo - Divinity is praAirall: if ye know thefe 
things, happy are yeif ye do them: As lellbns of Mufitk mil be praftifcd and 
but ' m,tated :fois it here. iris a blulhfuf thing <,’ua*d, 
tolh/btfla v’ % Tcr ‘“ Uu,n hath it; when mens hvesput theft words 

m 0 rehe v2;iv!| h „A S '" ,a ‘.' ,r,! J‘‘ nt ‘’“ft,plebi, crdafaccrdecam, there are 
heart ln the peoples cares, then ever were in the preachers 

heart ps Hilary hath it: when (as One raid of E rafmut hit Enchiridibh) there is 
more holmefle in an Anthoars book, then in his bofom • J r * “ 


P lus ftnfiimg. 
ni<e ctnfpicitur 
mipfo Itbello, 
quint in libeOi 
Attihore. 


Exemplis 
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dA'n Expedition on 


Ghap.2 


Exemplisfane qui docet } We docet. 


AriftKkeur. Ariftotlc rccplretb in a Teacher, thathefhew himfelfa patern of his own rules .*♦ 
Epift.ad Epbef. and it is a good thing to teach ( lakh Ignatius j 4«V o hkyue wins if thou pra&ifc „ 
the lame that thou teacheft. That is an excellent commendation indeed that i* 
given to a late eminent Divine amongft us, that his life was but one continu¬ 
ed Commentary upon his dottrinc : and an exemplary fermon confiding of 
living words, or of words tranflated into works. The juftftsaU live by his faith, 
faith Habakjfj*K.: and that I do fo, it flnll w.cll appear by my living upon 
God, when I have nothing elfc to fubfift with ; by beleeving him upon bis 
bare word, and that againft fenfe in things invifible, and again ft reafon in things 
incredible. 

Although the figtree &c. .q d. Let warr come on, and with warr famine; 
as it befell Ierufalem at the laft fiegc in the dayes of ZedekWh , 2 King. 25. 3. 
Jer. 52. 6 . Lam . 2. 11, 12. there was no relief left for the people, the enc* 
my had eaten up all, as Joel 2. and made cleane work, lo tha& faithlede men 
were woe-begone, and ready to run mad for the fight of their eyes Dent. 28. 24. 
with 51. and to devour their own fingers, as Pope Boniface 8. did, whenfhut 
up dole priloner in St- Angelo and forely ftraitened. 

• Verfe 18. Tet I Will rejoy ce in the Lord y / will joy in the God of myfalvation] 
Nch.8. jo. This joy of the Lord was the Prophet sftrengtb, and kept his head above all water* 
of aftfiftien. So it was Davids at the lack of Ziglag 1 Sam. . 30. 6. when 
Saul at the fame time for want of it ran firft to the witch, and thence to the 
fwords point. A Good man hath God for his portion .* and if any occafion 
of difeontent or trouble befall him, he retire* into his Couuting-houfe , and 
there fee* himfelffo well ftored with unloofablc graces and invaluable privi- 
ledges, that he cannot be greatly moved Pfal. 62. 2. Hu fortle in greareft 
ftraights can magnifie the Lord , and huf'pirit rejoyce in God his Saviour. Dis¬ 
quieted he may be fometimes forafeafon,- till he hath rccollefted and better be¬ 
thought himleif , we arc ftaggering faith the ApolUc, but not wholy flicking 
’2 Cor . 4. 8. for not the evened waights but at their firft putting into the 
ballance do fomwhat fway both parts thereof, not without fome fhew of 
inequality, which yet after fome little motion do fettle themfclves in a meet poife 
and pofture; 

Verfe 19. The Lord God is my ftrengtf] And hence his joy of faith, and 
ability to bcarc up under prelfures of afflictions as a man that is well lined with- 
in, and hath abundance of good blood and frefli fpirits, can endure to go with lefle 
cloths then another &c. 

rsfnd he will make my feet liJ^e hindes feeQ As thefe do fwiftly and fuddcnly 
run upto the top of inacceffible rocks, fo fhall I quickly efcape out of trouble, 
and walk upon mine high places againe in the holy land: Yea as Jacob after he 
Gen. 29.1. had convcrfcd with God at Bethel, lift up his feet and went luttily on his way 
tti Pxdan-Aram, fo {ball I go lightly on my long journey to heaven; and, havasg 
*my foule fuppled with the oyle of fpirituall joy,I {hall find it made morelitb,nim¬ 
ble and ready to every good work. 

to the chitf-mufitian on mj ft ringed inftntments ] This is David-like indeed, 
as in the whole prayer or fong he referable* that fweet finger of Ilracl: and 
the verfe hath caufcd a cloud. Euthymius faith of David y that he was Prim 
regis & lingu* & ear & calamus , the tongue, hart, and pen of almighty God¬ 
in the primitive times, happy was he held that could repeate a liquid Davidi- 
cum, any thing of Davids doings. Our king Alured tranflated the Pfaltcr him- 
fdf into his own Saxon tongue. Andromicus the Greek Empcrour made it hi* 
manual), his Vade-mcum. It appeareth by the contexture of this whole chap¬ 
ter, that the Prophet Habak^nk. was well verled in the Plalms, which is* 
fweet field and Rofary of promifes, a Summary of the old Tcftamenc Xaich £#- 
ther : the good fouies Soliloquie, faith Another; wherein are Amulets of couj- 


rort more pieaiant men tne pooies of Hclhbon, more glorious then the tower 
of Lebanon, more redolent then the oyle of Aaron, more fruftifying then the 
dewofHermon&c Moft worthy to be laid up in that Perfian casket embroi¬ 
dered with gold and pcarle which Alexander referved for Homers Iliads. Our 
Prophet as he partly imitated, and partly tranferibed them in this Canticle yea 
in this verfe ( Confer P/alm 18. 33 , 34- ) So he conclude* as David many 
times beginnetb. To the chef-chaunter or Muftckjnafter, or To Joim that ex 
celleth, fc .• in the art of finging and playing on Inftrumcnts, thofe holy Levices 
whofe charge it was 1 Chren. 9. 33, and for whom he doubted not but God 
would afford and provide new matter of Pfalmody, by comparing his people 
about mth fangs of deliverance, SelahPfaf 32. 7. r * r p 
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~~yk 7 e 2. I will utterly confunte all thing, from of the W] Exordium plane cragicum - 
A traeical beginning of a terrible fcrmon. Hard knots rauft have hard wedges.; 
hard hear s heavy menaces: yea handfuls of hell-fire mull be call into the faces of 
S thatthey may awake out of the fnare of the dev,11, by whom they are held 
captive at his pteafure. 2 Tim. 2, a< 5 . It is in d* Hebrew, tmttgtthe, 

M,bines Sc c I will eack.u P , X take mine owne, and begone. Come, ram 

&cmvaUo emmet, I will fsveep away all by the beefome of ipy wrath; and leave a 
clean land behind me, for the finnes of thole that dwell therein. The doubling of 
ri,is.denunciation CoUigendo Colligam imported, the certainty, verity and veliemen- 

Cy sMe Lord-} DiOum JOmut. You may beleeye it therefore = for every word 
of his is fure, and cannot be broken I,hn , o. 3 5 • may not be flighted or jhtfied off 

confunit men end beafl ] Heb. Iwiligather (as verfe 2.) them.and 
call them away as they do the (weepings of the lioufe. See the word ufed in chis 
ftnfe HA.J. 9. G.ukr not my foul with Jinuers &c. God gathered, h,s people for 
a better purpofe: both while they are alive, Tf., 1 . 27. to and when they dye bitty 
S 7 .1 The righteous is taken <mw/ (HA. gathered) from tlx evtlte come : as a Shep- 
heard sathercth hislheepwhena ftorm is coming : or as a mailer of a family doth 
h,s S when his houfe is on fire. But as for the wicked, they- are gathered too 
but it is for (laughter, as beafts in a pound, malefaftours m a pnfon .-and at thelaft 
day the tares (hall be gathered and bundled up together for hels furnace, Mat. 

1 / Till Tnlnme tlx foals oftht heave,,) Made for mans ufe, tobeto him for food. 

Gem 9. a. for phyfick and for delight; as companions of his lifer hence it is threat- 
ned as a judgement to him to loofe them Ier 4. 25. and 10. and here. 

„yt„ ,be fa,,, of the Sea ] Made likewife for mans ufetofeed 1 him,W»».it. 5 —■ 

Luke 24.42 hence the latine j^SfofET" to feed, and the Hebrew torccbab for a 
Till: & word fignifieth Zb\'(Tmg Gen. 12. 2. with Nth. 2.14. NowtheLord ■ 
here threateneth deftruftion to beafts, birds, and fifties, not by vny of Hyperbole,u 
the Rabbines dreams: but becauie in common calamities, in warlike tumults, and 
when God will deftroy a people indeed, the beafts alfo are killed up, the foules hun- 
redatvay the fifh-pooles wafted, &c. Let thofe that will not bcleeve this, look.into 
rL,e: 2 ' 7 hracia, Macedonia, Greece , and divers parts of Turk, y, laid utterly dec¬ 
lare and empty both of men and other creatures. Htcrome upon this text, and 
likewife upon lief. 4. affirmed, the fame of his native countrey, wafted fo with 
Waree ut crater chum & ctenum,& crefeentes vipres condenJafgharumcunSiafe- 

^ion^n^m^defoIat^onTasThiM^i?* "oftaltZs Note here is very good^ here- 
in we may obferve, faith he, the judgement of God and bis wonderiull providence. 
that whereas wc fee in populous places, rivers and poolcs to abound with fifli, 
woods and fields, with birds and beafts, though they bee f continually caught, and 

God^h^ndTe^^^acknowledgcd^and'his anger ^pp^fedbyTai'rh^Chrift Jefus 

and repentance from dead works, that our .land may he feme ire,th the feed 0, men and 

’^M.heffambling-tlockswith ,lx wicked! Thofe Balaams blocks, thofe moments 
and monuments ofidolatry, that fo much ejfend God, and caufe offence and ruine to 
thofe that worlhip them, (as Eucherittt interpreteth it) who arc here called rocked. 

W ' t Id»d /wlftcwr vjf ^nan from off the land] Even the ^ eEte j ^ ^^.5 

be wraDt uo together with the w eked in the common calamity. IM gooa ngges 
as wdl P as the bad arepackt to Babylon , but with this difference that God will there 
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Verfe i. 


Hebm Eri- 
pbetarttm p<t- 
trts,quotquot 
mminaiimre- 
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quoq\ propketas 
fuifft dicunt. 


Chap. I. 

HE Word ofthe Lord which came unto Zephaniah'} 
which is ( by interpretation ) Gods Secretary, or 
Hidden-one, Pf/tl. 27. 5. and 83. 3. Or, as Hie- 
reme and fome others will have it, Gods Watchman 
Ezck.. 3. 2. and 3 3‘7* A fit name fora Prophet. 

the [on of Cufi>i y the fin ofGedaliah dr c. j Thefe 
were, ifnot Prophets,(asthc Jew-Doftoms make 
them) yet men famous in the Church : as were 
Alexander and Rufus , though they be but mentioned and no more, Mark. 1 ?• 11 • 
in the dayes offofiah' | who rained one and thirty years, but being in his mino¬ 
rity, began not to reform religion, much corrupted in the dayes of his idolatrous 
father Amon> till the eighteenth yeer of his raigne, 2 King. 22. 1. and 23. 22. 

1 whether before or after the Reformation, the word of the Lord came unto Zepha- 
niah t Interpreters agree not. Jeremiah ( his contemporary ) began not to prophe¬ 
cy till the thirteenth yeer of Jojiatis raigne hr. r. r, 2. at what time, ( viz. in 
his twelfth yeer ) he had begun to reform with a great deale of zcalc., 2 Chron. 
34. 3. but with all he met with a great dcale of oppofition from the Princes and 
people who had been wofully hardened and habituated in their idolatry under 
Manajfehaud Amon , and therefore with much difficulty drawn off. Z.cphany and 
Jeremy were fingular helps nd doubt, to that pecrclefTe king in his zealous under¬ 
takings for God. But why fie ffiould fend to Huldab ihc Prophetcffe, rather then 
to either of them 2 King, 23. 13. what other reafon can be given but that fhc 
dwelt in the Colledge at Jerufalem t and fo was ncxrat hand? And why He went 
up againd Pharaoh Necho , and fent not firft to any Prophet to adc their advife, 
what can we fay but this, that fometimes both grace and wit arc aficcpinthe 
holieft and waricfl breads? and that the bed of Gods Saints may be fometimes 
mifcarried by their paflion, to their cofl? ' :r ‘ 2 ■ 



An Expojition on 


Chap.i. 


fet his eyes upon the good for good. Ier. 24. 6. as the corne is cut down as well as 
the weeds; but for better purpofe. 

Sartb the Lord\ who hath fpoke it twice that you may once well obferve it, and 
lay it to heart. 

. Verfe 4. / will alfo ftrctch out mine band upon Judah^ To whom I have fo Ions 
ftrctch tout my hand in vain to reclaime them. Efay 65.2. ‘Prov . 1.25. if God 
do but put forth his hand to afflift, as Satan follicited him to doe againft Job chap. 
1.11. and 2.5. who can abide itbut if he ftrctch it out as here, woe be to thole 
that muft feele the waight of it. His hand is a mighty hard. 1 . Pet. 1 . 6. the fame 
that fpannes the heavens; and holds the earth as a very little thing Efay. 40. Lord 
faith David ( who had felt it in part) who knoweth the power of thine anger ? Even ac- 
co rding to thy fear, fo is thy wrath. 4. d. Let a man fear thee never fo much, he is fure 
to feele thee much more who falleth under the ftroke of thine heavy hand. Oh keep 
out of his fingers, who can cruft us to death before the moth , Job. 4.19. r 

And Upon all the inhabitants of Jerufalem ] who are therefore worfe then others 
becaufe they fhould be better: and Ihall fare the worfe for their external priviledges 
wherein they glory. 

And I will cut ojfthe remnant of Baal from this place'] That which remained fincc 
Jnfa's reformation 2 King. 13.5.4.5. faith Diodate (hall a Nation be born at once 
Efy 66. 8? 

And the name of the Chemarims) Baals chimncy-chaplaines, They are tranflated 
idoLttrous priefts, 1 Chron. 23.5. But becaufe we find them here mentioned as di- 
ftind from the Priefts, therefore many Expofitores hold that they were certain Mi¬ 
ni tiers of their idolatry different from the priefts; fuch as the Monks are amon<* the 
Tapi (Is. The vulgar rendereth it AEdituos Underlings to the other Priefts: EUas in 
rfly faith they were fuch as were (hut up in cloifters, Chcmarim Atrati thy are cal¬ 
led, either from their black garments, or becaufe they werefmutched with burning 
mcenfe, or from the brand-markes they had fuperftitioufly fet upon their bodies or 
becaufe ofeheir pretended fiery zeal and fervency in their religion, fuch as are'the 
ifid Seraphtci among the Papifts,who falfly and foolifhly call them, the Lights 
of the mrld • fc. to light them into utter darkneffe* * 

r Irfe 5 . And them that worfhip the hoft of heaven upon the houfe tops ] Called elfe- 
where the Queen of heaven, the conftellations and heavenly bodies; whom they 
Thought to worfhip fo much the more acceptably, ifin an open place, and on high in 
the very fight of the ftarres. Obfervent ift a qni hodie Aftrolo^iam judiciariam pro- 
ft cutter , faith Gualtber, Let thofeamongft us obferve this, who profcfle judiciary 
Aftrologie : for thefe worfhip the ftarres no Iefie then did the heathens of old and 
doc openly bring in Heathenifme again ; whiles (firft) they call the ftarres by the 
names of thofe hcathenifh deities, that ought to be abolifhed ; and next they fub- 
jeft to thofe ftarres aJJ events of things, yea man himfelfe as touching all his man¬ 
ners and fortunes, which the Scripture affirmeth to depend upon the eternal provi¬ 
dence of God alone. This is intolerable impiety and they that fall into it, (hall not 
efcape the juft judgement of God. 

And them that worftip, and that fwcar by the Lord (or to the Lord confecratinij 
tnemfelves as by oath to hisfervice) and that fwcar by Malcbam] that is by their 
A inp as the Egyptians did of old, Gen. 42.15. The Spaniards at this day in the 
pride of their Monarchy are grown alfo to fwear by the life of their King. There 
are a fort of mongrel) Chriftians in the Eaft called Melchitcs, as one would fay Of the 
Kings Religion, becaufe they refolved to doe as Mdech the King commanded them, 
though it were to make a mixture of religions, as thefe in the text would, and as our 
late Modelatours SanBa Clara, and others, ofwhom one faid well, that they had 
made a pretty fhew, had there been no Bible, to tell us, that the jealous and juft 
, v . . and Plagueth halting betwixt two, lukewarmneffe and neutrality in re- 

nf h r frT k 1? dutlC9 ’ fpCck I ed birds ’ P lovvin S with an Oxe and an Affe,min- 
gled feeds linfey-wolfey garments Lev. 19. 19. Upon which text the IWDo¬ 
rtours note is, Here all participation with hcretiksand fchifmatiksis forbidden. But 
byplMcb.mmob underftaud here an Idoll of the Ammonites, otherwife called 
vv.ft 'fr/'xerved in Tophet near to lemfalcrn, and in the mount of Olives, called 
I?”? 1 '? 1 °f c ? rrii P ti0 " 2 Kt »&- 23 .13. Which God could not but fee, as 
" 7 '- * 7 l)Q ‘ 00Ked out of the SanAuary. Thefe worlhigpers of Malcbam would not 

utterly 
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utterly renounce the true God, but they would fet up others with him as partners: 
this would not be endured. Sucb were of old the Samaritanes among the Jewes, 
the Ebionites among the Chriftians, the Papifts at this day, who fwear by God and 
Saints, and pray to God and his Saints, and commit chemfelves co them ( together 
with God ) as their Tutelars and Patrons. 

Verfe 6. And. them that are turned baeffrom the Lord J Not groffe idolaters, 
but yet treacherous backfliders, that fall off from their former forwardneffe, chat 
turn from the holy Commandemcnt, 2 Pet. 2.21. that depart a poft Dominant, from 
after the Lord,as the Hebrew here hath ir ,Apoftates, thofe worfi: of men, chat do not 
onely not fulfil after the Lord, as Caleb, but utterly forfakehim. An hcavie 
judgement awaiceth fuch. God fball lead them forth with the workers of ini- Pfai.125 
quity,8c c. 

and thofe that have not fought the Lord, nor enquired after him'] diligently fought 
' him Beb. 11. 6. zealoufly enquired after him, as after a loft jewel, J er. 29. 13. 

God will vifit for unzealoufne/Te; and curfe thofe that do his work carelefly, curfo- 
rily, in a perfur.ftory, formall, bedulling way. 

Verfe 7. Bold thy peace at the prefence of the Lord Gdd 1 When his hand is upon 
f thy back, let thy hand be on thy mouth. Chat not againft him, murmur riot at his 
menaces* but (land mute before him. He is the Lord God, Three in One, and One 
in Three: thou art alfo alwayes in his prefence, which thou canft not flee from 
them, Pfal. 139. therefore fee Hab. 2. 20. with the Note and the rather becaufe 
God ftands over thee with his judgements. 

for the day ef the Lord is at hand ] wherein he will powerfully declare himfelf to 
be a God that cannot lie, and that his wrath is quo diuturnior eo minacidr, the long¬ 
er in comming the heavier it lights. This was foon after fulfilled in the death of 
rheir good king Jofiab, with whom dicd'all the peace and profperityof that peo¬ 
ple : and Judea often changed her mafters, but not her miferics, till at length ftiee 
was carried captive to Babylon. 

For the Lord hath prepared a facriftce ] That is, a bloody fiaughter of you, by 
the cruel Chaldees , who (hall facrifice you, that have fo much gloried in the mul¬ 
titude of your facrifices: and God fhai! glorifie himfelf as much now in your juft 
deftruftion, as ever he did in your forefathers commendable devotion. 

he hath bid his guefts ) The Babylonians, and ( after they have filled themfelvcs) 
the birds, and beafts, as Rev. 19.17,18. fo that ye fhalljiave fepulturam infepultam , 
a grave leffe bur tail. 

Verfe 8. And it fball come to pajfe in the day of the Lords facrifice J Or,' good 
chear : for at their facrifices they ufed tofeaft their friends: and here the Lord is 
providing dainties for his guefts ; vbc. the flelh of Princes, gallants, courtiers,^ 9} 
merchants, 11. who ufe to eat the fat, and drink the fweet, nouri/hing their hearts 
as in a day of fiaughter : and now alfo for a day of (laughter: when the beafts fhall J am - * 
tear their flelh, and the birds bare their bones. 

that l will punift the Princes and the Kings children^ Who might feem to bee 
fafeft of any, and fartheft off from danger: but Gods hand can eafily reach them, 
and (hall do with the firft, becaufe their faults file faft abroad upon thofe two wings 
of Example and Scandal. See this threatening fulfilled in Jofiah’s fonnes ( thofe 
degenerate plants, Hcroum filii noxa.) fehoabasi, ambitioufiy fteptinto his fa¬ 
thers throne before his elder brother, and was foon after carried down to Egypr, 
and there (iain.jehoiakim the elder brother facceeded him: but rebelling againft the 
king of Babylon, he was carried captive, and dying by the way, was buried Kith 
the buriall of an affe , being call out to be torn by birds and beafts, according t'0 a? 
this prophefie. feeboniab came after, and was likewife carried into captivity : but 
becaufe he hearkened to Jeremiah, perfwading him to yeeld, and to go into volun¬ 
tary banifhment, he had fome good dayes toward his latter end, Jtr.<$z. 3 C 32 * 

Laftly Zedekiah, another fonne of Joftah, was made king; who ashee was worfe 
then the former, fohe fped worfe. Sec Ier. 39, 6,-7. potentes pot enter torque - 

and, ad fuch as are clothed Veitb ftrange appareB ] Thofe gallants; that imitated 
in their raiment thofe whom they moft inclined to; fome the Egyptians, others 
the Babylonians. A vanity not known in England, they fay,-till the warres iri 

P p 2 Holland 



? Holland. And ( as ex malts moribrn bon*, leges) then firft were great ruffes, with 
Camd. Eltf. huge wide fees, and cloaks reaching almoft to the ancles, no Icfle uncomely thea 
21 5 - coftly, reftrained by Proclamation* Now, what fo common with our fafhion- 

c\h mongers ( againft whom this is a flinging and a flaming text) then to bee cloathed 

my of thine 6 ” with ft r * n g c *pp*reH, ala mode de Trance efpecially, and other Popifli countries, 
hath taught But wl ! at ° ne > Borrow not ( faftiions) of the Egyptians: if you do, you may 
thee fo much get their biles and botches: of the Polonians, left you get the plica Polonica in your 
vanity ? faid hairy fealps : of the French, left the lues Gallica befall you. Thofe that affeded 
tohiffonjc* the Babylonian habit, were fent captives to Babylon, E**k- 23- and thofe 
turning from P roud Dames ( whofe wardrobe is inventoried, Efay 3. 16. &c.) were a caufc that 
his rravds, the mighty men fell in battle, ver. 25. 26. Seneca complained], that many in his 
and attired time were more folicitous of their attire, then of their good behaviour ; and that 
irodifa 1 fShi- they had rather thc Coramon -wealth (hould be troubled, then their locks, and fet 
on. t/ifi. of loojiS - And docl1 noc our age abound with fuch fantaftical! Cincinnatuli. 

Modern Divj. Verfe 9. In the fame day alfo will I punifb aU thofe that leap on the threfrold] 
t*g' 2 V 9 ' i‘ e. Great mens officers, who by an abfolute power went into other mens houfes 
and to whom no doors were fhut, faith Mr. T>iodate. Thefe leap upon the threfrold 
that is, with great impudency, and infolency, they invade and fpoil other mens 
houfes, and do what they lift,, like fo many Lurdaines , or Lord-danes : neither 
dare any queftion, orcontroul them. Loe fuch things were done in good JofrJIs 
dayes, without his confent, or fo much as knowledge; for none might be fuffered to 
come to him with a complaint; all wayes being {hut up by thofe great Ones about 
lym, whofe houfes were by that means filled \\>ith violence and deceit] that is, with 
thofe ill-gotten goods, got by wrench and wile from the right, but unrelieved pof- 
feffours, through the might^and flight of thofe unconfcionable under-Officers. 

Verfe 10. There fh all be the noife of aery from the fifr-gate j called alfo thc fit fl- 
gfrte , Zach. 14.10. whereat thc Caldeansencred, and caufed a great hubbub, as in 
fuch a cafe is ufuall. 

and an howling from thefecond J Called by the Chaldee Paraph raft, the bird-gat r. 
ftrufialaijm. th / re was aIfo one called the W'-g**, fer. 31.4o. Some underftand the text, net 
of any gate, but of the feeond part of tlie city : for there was the upper town, 
and the lower town, (whence Jerufalem is of the dttall number ) and the tower of 
Davids on the hill of Z\ on. Others, of the Colledge where Httldad dwelt, 2 King, 
22. 14. a fchool of learning, as the Chaldee interpreted! it, and called Mifrnth, 
as you would fay, a place of repetition , or of catechifing the younger fort; with 
whom nothing flicks but what is repeated to them over and over, as the.knife goeth 
over the whetflone, Shanan & Shanah repetire , ficut in acuendo. See Dent 
6 . 7- 

and a great crafhing ( or fhivering, Heb. fhebhtr ) from the hills'] Garcb and 
Goath, Jer. 31. 39. and the reft that were round about Jerufalem, Pfal. nj. 2. 
The Prophets fcope is to fhew that all places {hall be full of tumult and out-cry’ 
upon the approach of the enemy. They that would not liften to the fweet voice of 
God inciting and inticing them to repentance, have now their ears filled with hide¬ 
ous and horrid notes, and noifes. 

Verfe 11. Howl ye inhabitants ’of Mahiejb ] Or, of the mortar , or of the loti> 
and hollow place y of the bafertoVen, where corn was brayed in mortars, before 
Mills were in ufe. Thefe are here called upon to turn their laughter to mourning, 
and their joy into heavineffe , to weep and howl for the evils that frail come upon 
thetn^Jam^fr. 9. and 5.1. but efpecially for their finnes, thecaufe pf thofe miferies: 
for Gods judgements upon Tinners are feathered from themfclves : as a fowl (hot 
with an arrow feathered from her own body. 

for all the merchant-people are cut doVen J The merchant-men were wont to fur- 
nifh the mortar-men, fuch as dealt in corn, fpicery, and the like. Thefe frail be eta 
down, as being more like Canoanites( a people devoted to deftrudion)then Ifraelites. ■, 
a people faved by the Lord, tbejhield of their help , and the [word. of their excellency, 

. Dent* 33.29. See He/ 1 12.8. with the Note. He is a merchant, the balances of 
PatchJnLat deeeit , are V* hU hand > he Uveth t0 6 PP re P- See Amos 8,5,6. Mic. 6. 10, u, 12. 
wp.7^24. * Merchandife well managed, is of great ufe to Kingdoms and States, for many rea- 
Ions, i. For deferying the counfels and ftrengch of otlier Nations. 2. Foe 

procuring 


Chap.z. thefProphecie o/Zephaniah. 449 j 

procuring the love and friendfliip of forreine Princes and people. 3. for exchange j 

ing of commodities : for non omnis fert omnia teRus. 4. for gaining experience oF . '•] 

many and great matters ; this caufed Thales , Hippocrates , and Solon to exercife ; 

mcrchandile. 5. It occafioned the building of many famous cities. Mafftlia for 

one* as Plutarch writeth. Nevertheleffc this honourable profeffion ..is much a- 

bufedby. thofe whom Nahum calleth cankerworms chap. 3. 16. for their coye- 

toufhes luxury, oppreltion, bringing in unneceflary wares (that emafculare and 

diffolve mensfpicits ) and hereticall books that undoe their foules ; and laftly for 

their carrying out thc wealth of their country to ftrangers, yea to enemies fome- 

times. Hence they arc Juftly cut down by God, and are to be ordered by the Ma- 

gift;ateaccordingto Lev. 19. 35, 25 .Eaxkt 45 * 9 i ttfi2. 

all they that bearfilver are cut off ] The rich traders that bad marfupia plenaj 
and carried money in great burthens, thefe fhall be alio cut off or file need, have no¬ 
thing to lay for thcmfelves why they Ihould not be deftroyed With the reft, as 
thole that hare been involuti argento as the vulgar tranflation hath it Here, fo 
Wrapped up in their money, and affefted to it, as that it hath rather polfelTed them, 

, then they it. Cor habent in are non in atbere , their heart goeth after their cove- 
toufneffe E<ekz 33* 3 1 - Here they are called P ortatores argent's filver-carriers, 
fbmpter-horics laden with thicks clay . Silver is that which the bafeft clement 
yceldech, the moftfavage Indians get, fervilc apprentifes work, Midianififli Ca¬ 
mels carry, miferable cnuck-worms admire, covetous Jewcs fwallow, unthrifty 
Ruffians fpend &c. It is to be wondred (faith One )that treading upon chele 
minerals, we cannot contemn them. They lye furtheft from heaven : and the 
beft of them arc in India furtheft from the Church : and yet how many doth mo. 
ny make po run quick to the devil! on an errand, and payes them home for their 
paines ? J ^ 

Verfe 13. J will fearch Jerufalem with candles'] which yet he needs not do, 
fith the darknejfc hideth not from him , but the night fbinetb as the day : the dark? 
neffs and the light are to him alike, ‘Pfal, 139. 11. Confer lob 34. 22. Per. 23. 

24. Xteoobfcura lucenti muta rejpondent,ftlcntium con fire cur. Night will convert it 
fdfinronoonbeforeGodi andfilcncc become a fpcaking evidence. His eyes alfo 
arc a framing fire, that needs no outward light, but fees by fending out a ray &c. 
but when Jerufalem is threatened to befearched with tig is, the meaning is* that 
it fhall be fet all upon a light fire, and the inhabitants (erretted out of their Itii- 
king-holes, their Princes and potentates pulled out of privies and fepulchers by 
the purfuing enemy, as Hierome out of Jofephus here affirmeth they once were. 

Befidesthat, they {hall be brought to a particular and punttuall account for their 
(ins .• God will be very exa& and accurate with them that way; Acting all their 
evilldeeds in order before their eyes Pfal . jo. x i. and bringing wrath upoii them 
to the utmoft 1 Thef. 2. 1 6. This is feardull rffal. 130. 3. and {hall be fulfilled 
efpecially at the laft day, when wicked men {hall give an account mihutatim of all 
their AthcifticaU thoughts Pfal. 14. 1. ungodly deeds which they have ungodly 
committed, and of all their hard Ipeeches which ungodly (inners hive fpokena- 
gainft him Jude 15. with the whole world flaming about their cares 2 Pet. 3• 7 > 

12. 1 Ccr 4. 5.2 Thef 1 ♦ 8. 

and punifr the men that are fettled on their lees] CoaguUti curded or thickened, 
congealed and condenfed: that arc habituated and hardned in their evill praeftifes, 
that have got a fward,nay a hoof upon their hearts; that have brawny breads, anfl 
homy heart-ftrings; that flick ftifly in the mire of their fins as Moab Jer. 48.11. 
and, being deeply drowned in the world, are defperarely divorced from God, 
whom they bafely fancy to be a God of clouts , one that ho Were he fpeak big words, 
yet will do neither good nor hurt. 

- - mi hi hac mortalU curat , 

that [ay in their hearts ] As that lapletle fellow doth Vfal. 14. r. Some fet 
their mouths again fr heaven, andlhamenot to utter their rea (finings and refoluti- 
ons of this kind. Thefe are Epicuri de gregiporci : fuefias was Lucretius, Diagi- 
ras. Horace with his 


P p j 


credat 



<±An Expofition on 


Karat, firm. • - credat ludaus ape Ha. 

Non ego , namq j dpos didici fecurnm agere <tvnm &c. 

Let the Jews beleeve a Providence: notl&c. faith that profane Poet. But be¬ 
hold here were jews yea and that in good Iopah* s dayes, that laid in their hearts 
(thofe feculent hearts of theirs, full of dregs and drofle.) 
the Lord Will not do good y neither will he do evill~\ 

Nee bene pro meritis capitur, nec tangitur ira. 

Of fuch prafticail Athiefts that fay in their hearts there is no God, and live there¬ 
after, there are great ftorc even atnongft us : of fuch duft-heaps we may find 
in every corner. And when men are once arrived at this Term delFmgo this 
defperate degree pf Athcifme, what wonder though they run riot in all finfujj U- 
centioufnelfe. 

Verfe 13. Therefore their goods [hall become a booty] Their evill-gotten goods 
&CC. 4*ij2i3* ver. 9. 11. ( fora proof of my providence which they bluflied not to deny) 
fhall be carried away by the Chaldees, to their unmcdicinable forrow and heart- 
breake. 

and their ho a/e j a dcfolatiori\ becaufc built in blood. Sec Nab. 2. 11 , 12. 

they fhall alfo build houfes but not inhabite them ore. ] Ex lege mutuatur minus. 
That they might the more regard his words. The Pophct makes ufe of the menaces 
ofthe Law Dent. 28. 30. r $p. whereof the Prophets were Interpreters; apply¬ 
ing, as here, thd' generall doftrine thereof to the people of their times. To re¬ 
buke or exhort men in good words, in Gods own words, is the rcadieft way to 
prevaile with them : unleffe they be Lucifug* feripturarum ( as TertullUn faith 
of the Marcionites and Valentinians ) which yet will take hold of them ho wfoever 
Zecb. i. 6. 

DeRtfur. Verfe 14. The great day of the Lord is neert it is neerj Iris the day of the 
cam. Lord i that fatallday appoirited by him to ruine the nation: for with him it is all 
one whether it be done againfi a nation, or againfi a man only Job 34. 19. Nexr, 
it is his great day ; becaufe therein the great God will fet himfclf to do great mat¬ 
ters: How much more at the day of Judgment called alfb a great day Rev. 6. 17. 
and 16. 14. 

This great day is neer, yea very neer, it hafleth greatly \ it hath wings and 
wind under thofe wings, asZ ech. 5. 9. it will be upon men ere they are aware: 
neither will any thing more haften it then their fccurity, and fcarelcfiietle. Think 
the fame ofthe laft day which cannot but be at hand, and then the tranfgrctTburs 
fhall be deftroyed together: the end ofthe wicked fhall be cut off Pfiil, 37. 3S. 

even the voice ofthe day ofthe Lord] Mcthinks I hearc it. 


Qvii.il Fafi. 


Fallot ? an arma fonat^ ? nonfallimur, arma fenabant. 
Mars venit, & veniens bellicafigna dedit. 


Hierome fpeaketh thus of himfclf, whether I eat, or drink, orfleep, mcthinks l 
hfiare that laft trump founding thefe words in mine cares, Arifc ye dead and come 
SmrgiH mmi to judgment. A very neccflary meditation. 

the mighty man [hall cry there bitterly How much more th cturbaimbcllis, 
the weak and cowardly ? they fhall take up a loud lamentation, and cry with the 
breaking of their loines. 

Vcrje I y. That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble, and dfirefft c Ire. 3 By 
this Synathroifmos or heape of words, the Prophet would affray and arroufc thefe 
dead and dedolent finners, fettled upon their lees, fo wedded and wedg’d to their 
wicked pra&ifes, that nothing can funder them, but an extraordinary touch from 
the hand of heaven. See Joel z. 1,2, 3. and Amos 5. 18,19. 10. with the Notes, 
and confider what the terrour ofthe Lords laft day will be. 

Verfe 16. A day of the trumpet^ with its horrid Taratantara and alarmed not 
of thofe that fhout and praife God,-neither with a noife o* joy and trumpb as 


Chap.2. the Trophecie of Zephaniah. 

Nnm. ~Pj*d. 47- 5* £jz,ra 3* IJ - 12. but of thofe that fhouc with 

broken founds in the day of battel, at Amos i. 14. inclajfico witha vociferation, 
and horrible howling, fuch as the Turks at this day make, when they florma. 

^aaainft the fenced cit'tes^tnd againfi the high-towers'] wherein yctruft.butin 
vaine. Theft high-towers were built at the corners of the walls. Hence the He¬ 
brew'text here hath it, Againfi the high-corners. Great men and fuchasbcare 
uo the weight of the common-wealth arc fometimes called by this name 1 Sam. 

14. 3 8. Draw ye neer hich er all ye chief of the people : Hcb. All ye corners. Sec 
the like Z ach. 10. 4. ptdg. 20. 2. Neither men nor meanes were ever tructo 
r thofe that trufted them. Our help is in the Name of the Lord, that ftrong tower 
whereto the righteous run and arc fafe P*ov. 18.10. 

Verfe 17. And 1 Will bring diftrejfe upon men that they pall walk. Hk* blind 
mtn y The Dutch havea Proverb, God puts out the eyes of him whomheincen- , 
dethtodertroy : i- e- he befotts and infatuates them, they fhall be confilijdr 
auxi/ij mopes : in rebus liquidis aqua harebit, they grope for the wall like the blind , 
they (rrope \u if they had none eyes , they fumble at noon-day as in the night, they are 
in deflate places as dead men , Efa)\ 5 p. 10. This was long before threatened 

C \lecaufe they have fmned againfi the LordJ Sin is the mother of mifery. S ce my 
Love- tokens pa*. 111,112. &c. .. . , 

and their blood pallbcpowred out as dttfl 3 Then which nothing is more vile and 
abjed, the enemy fhall make no more of lpiliing their blood, then of fprinkiinga c 

little duft. , u « 

and their fiefis as dung] fpread upon the land to manure it. The Hebrew word 
for^ here may feem to fignific wbrmcs-meat. Our bodyesare no better, why 
thendo we pamper and prink them up? . . 

Verfe 18 . Neither their filver nor their gold pall be able to deliver them in the day 
ofthe Lords wrath ] Wc were not redeemed with co ruptible things as filver and 
cold 1 Pet. 1. 18. Money hath drowned many a foule 1 Tim. 6. delivered none. 
Sec Prov. 11. 4. with the Note, E fay 13, 17. 1 7 ♦ * 9 - It is righteouf- 

tit-ffe and not riches that deliverethpom death Prov. 10. 2. Money can neither pa¬ 
cific God, nor ftill the confciencc, nor flop the enemies mouth, but inflame them 
rather with an unfatisfiable defire of enjoying all, as Rome did the Gaules. and 
Cyprus the Romanes : and a* the pcarles, ufuallycaft out with the flood, and ga- ^ 
thered at the ebbe, drew Cafars afteftion for the conqueft of Brittame. 

but the whole land Pall be devoured by the fire of his jealoupe ] The fins of God; 
people are not onclydifobedienccs but treacheries^ becaufe of the covenant. G®d 
is thereby provoked to jealoufic which is cruel as the grave, or bard as bell ■ the 
coales thereof are coales ofpre which hath a mofi vehement flame. Cant . 8 6. the wore 
fignifies the conf,uming fame of God. 

for he pall make even afpeedy riddance of dll them that dwell in the land | Swept 
clcanc by God with the beefom of deftrudion : fothac the land vyas dcfolateafcer 
thcm^Te^. 7.14. Afflidion rofc not up the fec.ondtime, N*b. 1.9. See the Notes 
there, and learn to give God the glory of his feverity againft fin. 


CHAP- II. ‘ 

Verfe 1. Z ^ 1 Ather yottrfehs together,yea together ) Excutitevos, t ter unique excUiue. 

VJ Fanne your felves, yea fanne your felves. 7 he precept is doubled, as 
it is likewife Nnm.$. 40. and z Cor. 13. 5 - co ^ ew theneceffity of our doing it, as 
alfo the utility if well done, and laftly our croffneffe and averlnefle thereunto, 
together with Gods exceeding great defire that it fhould bothroughly done for our 
greateft good. Grievous things he had threatened in the former chapter : all winch 
co prevent, he here prefcribeththemacourfeof felfe-examination, and thereupon 
found converfion .- fo true is that of an ancient Ideo muatueDeusut non puniat , 
Goddoth therefore threaten that he may not'punifh. It is as if God fliould thus fay. 


Copioffiwl fa 
abjetfiffime. 
Tarnou. 


Sextus Rufus. 


iAn Expofitim on 


Cha^.j 


Behold thou arc in danger of deftrudion; is it not therefore high time to fearch 
yea to be fcrious and exad in the fcrutiny ? to gather thy difperfed wits together* 
to fummon the fobriety of thy fenfes before the barre of thy beift judgement? to 
confider and confult what is fit to be done in this cafe ? to have thine eyes in thine 
head, with Solomons wife man Ecclef.z. 14 i Yea to have thine eyes like the win- 
dowes in Solomons Temple, broad inward 1 King . 6.4. Mens minds are naturally as 
ill fet as their eyes: they turne neither of them inward. Lamia- like they are iharp 

fighted abroad to difeern other mens faults: butblindeathometo take notice of their 
own. Nature fhewes no finne : what is our iniquity or onr fin, faid thofein Jeremy 
when wrath was even breaking out upon them Jer.i6.io? fo Ho] , 12.8. Men deal 
f with their fouls as fome doe with their bodies ; who, when theft beauty is decayed, 
they defire to hide it from themfelves by falfe glaffes, and from others by painting * 
fo their finnes, from themfelves by falfe gloffes, and from others by excufcs. But he 
that thus hideth his finnes cannot profper, Frov.28. 13. hernufl not look for gains 
his profperity 3 Job. 2. but for further hardneffe of heart, Prov. 28. 14. and hor- 
rourofconfcience Pp/.3 1.3. For God will not fcarfe mens bones before they are 
fet, nor lap up their fores before they are fearcht. Wherefore Search you, fearch 
yon O Nation ,&c. Search your felves to the quick, fife you to the branne, lay your 
hands upon your hearts, rhruft them deep into your bofomes with Mofes, fo fhali 
, you take them out again leprous as fnow Exod. 4. 6. Commune with your confcien- 
ecs and be fill, or makp a pastfe. Pj'al. 4.4. lay a peremptory charge upon them to 
be true to you, and to doe their office impartially, in laying open how many tranf- 
greflions are wrape up in your finnes. Lev it. 16. 21. in bringing them all forth to 
you, as they in Ezra brought forth the vcflelsofthe Sanduary, by number and' by 
Ezras. 34. in their circumftances and aggravations. Why fhould God fay unto thee of 

thy finnes,, as once Samuel did to Jefj'e of his fonnee, Are thefe allthy children? 
Coafcience, if not charged to the contrary, and well watched,will either lye to thee* 
as Gehczci did to his Mailer : or at leafl fubftrad a part of thy finnes, as An anils 
and Sapbiradid a part of the price. Search therefore, and follow yocr work dofe 
that yc may fay with Ephraim Jer. 31. 19. After that I was made known to my 
felfe, J repented, and with David, I examined my wayes, and finding all out of order 
1 turned my feet to my tefiimonies , Pfal. 119. 59. ’ 

O nation not deftred [] As not definable : having notliing of worth in thee wherefore 
any fhould be found of thee, or feek any further after thee, Daniel was a m of de¬ 
nt venUnt de- fi res > c ^ a P' 9 ’ a ?* David a man after Gods own heart . Mofcs fair to God, A Els 7.2c. 
fiderati omni- The Saints are the defJred ones of all Nations , as fome read that text Plan. 2. 7. The 
um gentium precious fonnes of Zion comparable (not to filver onely, as the word here uftd import- 
eth, but) to fine gild, Lam. 4.2. As for the wicked, they are all dro/e, £5,^22, t 8, 
19. and God doth fo little defire them, as that he putt eth them away, or make tb them 
toccafe as drofle, Pfal. 119.119. and commandeth others to doc the like by them, 
Prov. 25.4,5. Some take the words in the adive fenfe,and render them, On.tion 
not defirous : viz. to fearch thy wayes and turne again to me. Thou chat haft no 
minde to be dealing with thy felfe, or to draw nigh to me, but hadft as leife bee 
knockt on the head, as doe cither .* Gens vacua defiderio . O nation void of any good 
Augufl. defires. Whereas tota Chrifhani hominis vita fanBum deftdcriumeft, the whole life 
ofagood Chriftianis one continuate defire after God, his kingdome, and the 
righteoufneffe thereof. Mat. 6. 33. he followeth after ic Prov. 21. 21. as an Ap¬ 
prentice followeth his trade, though he be not his crafrsmafter. Some faint de¬ 
fires, luskifh longings, fhort-winded wifhes may be found in a wicked man; but 
they rife not up to the full height of well-knit refolution for God. Like they are to 
Meteors that are carried above the earth, but not united to the Element of fire: 
therefore they fall and return to their firft principles: like ice which melteth in the 
day, and hardeneth again in the night: like the fiuggard in his bed, that puts out 
his arme to rife, and then pulls it in again. See Pfal.7 8. 34. 38. 

Verfe 2. Before the decree bring forth] The decree is great-bellied , and will fhort- 
ly bring forth, if not prevented. There is an execution towards: and ifeourfe bee 
not cimoufiy taken,ye are like to pay,noc the debt onejy, but charges and damma- 
ges: Look to it quickly before the decree Lx. Here are three cautionary Befores, 
as there are four comfortable Tets to be read Zach. 1.17. God yet offers them’mer¬ 
cy 
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cv as Alexander did thofe he warred againft, whiles the lamp burnedand as 74- 
merlane, whiles the white flag was hanged out. See her 18. 7. 8. 

Before the day pafe as the chafe] Before that day of the Lord that is near , very 
near chap.1. Verfe ^ 15. Paffe upon you, and ye become as chaffe before the 
wind as the duftofthe mountains before the whirlewind- O fan you, fan you: or elfe 
God will fan you after another fafhion : fearchyou, pr he will foone fearch you 
with candles, chap I* 12. gather your felves together, or he will gather vour fouls 
■with (inr.ers and your lives with bloudy men, Pfal. 26. 9. would men but judge 
, themfelves, God would not judge them, 1 Cor. 1 1.31. did they but fee their finnes 
to confekon, they fhould never fee them to their confufion prov, 28.13. would they 
but meet God, as Abigail did David, they might dii'arm his indignation. Saving a 
little pains in this cafe, doubleth it: and the beft that can come of negligence is 
repcntance.lc is better that we {hould try our felves, then that he fhould cry us in his 
furnace of temptation, or other afflidion. Do it therefore before the dty pafe as the 
chafe,or before the chaffe or ftubble paffe in chat day, paffe before the wind where - 
with God {hall winnow you, who would not winnow your felves. The fchoJer that 
will not fcan his own veries, fhali find that his mafter will fcan them to his coft. And 

th* tradefman that will not caft up his books, fhali have his books to call up him at 

Before the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you] As a mighty torrent of fire, 

fuch as you are never able to avoid or abide. Abufed mercy turnech into fury: nei¬ 
ther will God fuffer his patience to (land ftill for a finning flock. Twice in a breath 
thefe hypocrites are here told what to cruft unto, for morefuretie. 

Verfe 3, feekjye the Lord all ye meeh^ofthe earth \ Here the prophet turneth himfelfe 
to the better fort: for upon thofe hypocritical halters afore mentioned he had but 
loft his fweet words; he did but wafh a blackmore. We read not in Scripture of a- 
nv hypocrites converfion , and what wonder ? for whereas after finne, converfi- 
on is left as a means to cure all other finners, what means to recover him who hath 
converted converfion ic felfe into finne ? This made our Saviour fay to his Difciples 
concerning the Pharifees thofe cankered hypocrites. Let them alone , M:t. 15.14 
and himfelfe weary of wafting words upon them called to the multitude and faid. 
here ye and underfiand,verfe 1 o. In like fort this Prophet here, Seckje the Lord 
for it is paft time of day with them to feek him.- therefore they fhali goe with 
their flocks, and their herds to feek the Lord, but they ftial.l not find him: he Irani 
withdrawn himfelfe from them. Hof. 5 . 6. Concerning feek>ng the Lord fee the 
Noteon^?»- 5 .6.8. r . 

All ye meefofthe earth] This is the character, the dtftindive note of a true Chrt- 
flian : who as he is fure to be afflided ( affUBion and meeknefe grow both upon the , 
fame root in the holy tongue) fo by afflidion hce is meekened and mortified, his 
flelh is crucified with the affctHons ar.d luffs ; 'and fo he is fitted to feek the Lord, to 
lie at his feet and fay, fpcak Lord, for thy fervant heareth. 1 he e meek and lowly •wthvJ 
ones are they whom God will teach Pfal. 25.9. beautifie TfiU+g. 4. »olace Jfai septuag. 

29.19. and 61.1. fa ve, God will fave the humble per [on. Job. zi. 29. Now meek- 

neffe and humility are a pair of twin-fifters, never afimder. See how they goe Somes coll*. 

coupled, Mat. 11. 29. and the Seventy render this text, all t he lowly of the earth, chat 

are as low as th earth, in your own eyes and efteeme. T o.thvI< 

Which have wrought his judgement 'i.e.have been doing at i fcafhs pracepta ety 
non perfecifiis who aime at perfedion though ye cannot attain to it, who thinks upon 
his Commandements to doe them , having refped to them all, and withing well to the j fob warns. # 
worke, Pfal. 118. 5,6 . which God gracioufly accepteth as a working his judgement 103. 
and yet would have you to abound more and more. Wherefore, _ » 

Seeke righteoufneffe , feef meeknefe] i. e. further meafures ofholineffe, and de¬ 
grees of grace. Let him that is holy be holy fill, let him perfevere, grow, flP.4 ad¬ 
vance forward toward the high prize propofed unto him;,tftkingfor bis motto.thac 
of Charles %. Plus ultra furtheryet, perfedingholineffe in Che fear of Gpd ,2 C°Jf 7 - 
«. So uTtpu6.il. But thou O man of God, (that is,C godlyman, 
is put for a godly life, Eph. 4-18. fee 2 Kings 4. 9.) fly thefe thvtgs .(what things ? 
heterodoxies, ver. 3,4,5. and love of money ver. 9,1 o* ) Am 'folbye .dfior ( y r * 

persecute 
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pcrfutttc,yur{ue alacritcr & acriter) righteoufneffe , this is the tot urn hominis Eclcf. 12. 
j 3. the bonum hominis Mic . 7. 8. ana by way of diftribution comprehendeth (as to 
God) godlsneffc and faith, (as to men) love, patience, ntcehncfj'e . 

It may be ye fhall be kid in the day of the Lords wrath J pofli bly ye may, proba bly ye 
(hallbc; pardon offinne ye (hall before of; mitigation alfo of forrow, if not pre¬ 
vention : faved ye (hall be,or more gently handled, or lo inwardly calmed, that ye 
fhall be able to call your fouls to reft, when others are at their wits ends. You (hall 
be fafe under the covert of Gods wings, and in the hollow of his hand.- when o- 
thers that are without God in the world, (hall be as a naked man in a dorm, an un¬ 
armed man in the field, or as a (hip at Sea without anchor, fubjeft to dalh and 
fplit againft rocks, and quick.fands. 

Verfe 4. ForGaz-ajhadbeforfaken and Afkelon &c.) Here is dainty Rhetoricke 
in the Originall. This Prophet was (as Quintilian faith a good Oratour ought to 
be) bonus,dicendi per it us, a good man, and a maftcr of fpeech. The Hebrew 

tongue feemeth to have bin in the prime and flourifh when Efay , Mtcah, and Zc- 
phany prophecied, like as the Latine was about TulUes time. The Philiflmes are 
here threatened, for a terrour to the impenitent Jews, who (hould taft of the fame 
whip, and for the comfort of the Godly,who (hould be hid when thefe their enemies 
(hould be utterly deftroyed. Gaz.a was fo forfaken, according to this Propliefie, that 
it was thcrehence called Gaz,a the defart : Askelon according to its name became tg- 
nis ignominia the reproach of the fire that wafted it, and (as a mercilefle element) 
A<t. 8 ,25. laid it defolate. Afhdod (called in the New Teftament Az,otus AEt. 8.) (hail alfo 
(according to its Etymon ) be wafted with fire, and her inhabitants driven into a far 
country as Captives at high noon, when the Sun (in thofe hot climates efpecially) is 
moft parching and fcorching : they (hall be driven out with all the difadvantage that 
may be. 

And Ehron fhall be rooted out ] Efron was the place where Beelzebub the Prince of 
Virg. Devils had bis throne. The Poets put it for hell: FlcEiere fi nequeo fuperos ,Acheron- 

tamovebo. Threatened it is therefore here (not without an elegancy that cannot 
be englilhed ) with utter extirpation The grand-devill had nefted and neftled inm- 
fclfe as near the holy land as might be: but he (hall not long reft there, the Hebrew 
«iVfj8ot 7 ©- child will difquiet the great Pan: &e. 

Verfe 5. Woe to the Inhabitants of the[eacoafi\ Thefe were the Philiftines : they 
lay between the Jewes and the Sea : God having fo difpofed of it, that his people 
might not have much commerce with forreign nations nor learn their manners. Into 
havens and maritime towns there is ufually a conflux of vices,like as there is of waters 
into the Sea : witnefle Tyre and Sydon , Corinth , Carthage, Capernaum, die. Hence 
that proverb mdritimi mores : and that ccnfore of foch people littorales dart, horridi, 
immancsflurociniis dedicit omnium demcjtte peffimt, Thofe that dwell by the Sea-iide 
are ufually ill-conditioned, fierce, crnpU,theevi(h, and the worft of men. Thefe Phi- 
liftincs were no better, and are therefore here put under a woe, and threatened with 
utter deftruftion. 

The natten of the Cherethttes] i.e. Defrayers : fo the Philiftines had (filed rhem- 
felves, as glorying to have conquered and cut off many people. The old Latine 
tranflation rendreth it Gensperditorum The nation ofDeftroyers: fo doth Aqitilt, 
Theodotion , and Symmachus , Now it comes to their turn to be deftroyed, accor¬ 
ding to Efay 33. 1. That thefe Cherethttes were a fort of Philiftines See 1 Sam- $c. 
14, 16. Ez,ef 25. j 6. That they were valiant men appears by that legion of 
them that guarded David 2 Sam. 9. 4. and 1 5. 18. and were highly efteemed 
by him, becaufe they (hack to him in his affliftion at Gath, and alfo when Abfolom 
was up in arms 2 Sam. 15.18. 

the word of the Lord u againfi you J And not onely againft Ifrael. This was 
fpoken, as for the terrour ot thofe Philiftines, who thought themfelves out of the 
reach of Gods rod, and (lighted his word, fo for the comfort of the people of 
God, who thought much that themfelves (hould be fo feverely dealt with, and the 
tincircumcifcd Philiftines fcape fcot-free. 

O Canaan the land oft he Philiftines ] Indeed of the Ifraelites, Jofh.i 3.3. buc 
held by force by the Philiftines, who were of the ftock of the Canaanices, but not 
v fubdued 


fubdued; and had detained part of the land from the right owners for 8co. years 
and upwards; and now they come to be reckoned with. Subitb tollitur quidiu v 

I 'frill even defray thee , that there fhall be no inhabitant J No fetled inhabitant 
that (hall fix there, as the word fignifierh. Thus P cena venit gravior , quo mage 
fera venit , the longer God ftayes, the heavier he (trikes. * 

Verfe6. And the fea-coafts fhall be dwellings and cottages for fhepherds'] It (hall 

be waft and untilled, and therefore unfrequented by any but (hepherds, who pitch 
their tents up and down, where they may beft feed their flocks in deferc places. 

and folds for flocks] God may do thus in his juft judgement upon his ene¬ 
mies, that live in his good land, and. not by his good iawes: but wo be to our De~ 
poptilatours , that drive out men, and put in cattle: that betray townes, as Rome 
did Carthage, with a diftinftion, We will fave the city, but deftroy the towne. How 
dangerous it is to prove Abaddons,uppe&reth by Gods puniftiinghand upon William 
the Conquerours, i(Tue in New-forreft, wherein 36. Parifli Churches had been de- 
jnolifiied by him, with the removing of all the inhabitants, to make room for beafts, 
or dogs-game. There his fecond ionne Richard was gored in hunting by a Deer; 

Rufus his other fonne, miftaken for a Deer, was by chance (hot thorow with an Speed. 

arrow. Henry likewife his Nephew, whileft he hotly purfued the chafe, was ftruck 
by a bough into the jawes : and, as Abfxlom, left hanging until! he died. 

Verfe 7. And the coafi fhall be for the remnant of the boufeef Judah] Who had 
not onely their owne countrey kept empty for them all the 70. yeers of captivity, 
and not any difplaced to make room at their return, ( fee the Note on Zack.y. 1 4!) 
but liberty to make ufe of the Philiftines countrey: which was alfo further fubdued 
by the Maccabees, but efpecially by the Apoftles, who preached the Gofpel, and 
planted Churches in thofe parts, as we read in the All $ chap . 8. 2 6 , 40. and 'chap. 

9-3 *,3 5 , 56 . r 

they fhall feed thereupon J They (hall go in and out, and find pa flare, under 
the great Shepherd and Bifliop of their fouls, who (hall feed them daily, and dain- J oh - 10 > 
tily among the lillies by the powerfull preaching of the Gofpel among them, 1 FcM ' 

In the houfes of Afhkelon fhall they lie dofrn in the evening J Vbi temper is ci r ~ 
cumflantia fecuritatem not at, faith Gualther , The circumftance of time noteth 
their fpirituall fecurity: evenings are oft dark and dangerous. They (hall lie 
down as cattle do, that take no care; they know whom they have trufted, and 
are fearlefle. 

for the Lord their God. fhall vifit them ] Vifit and redeem his people, railing up 
an horn of falvation for them, Luke 1.68,69. His vifits are not empty vifits, p/*/« 

8. 5. his favours are not like the wintcr-Sun, that Jightetb, but freateth not, &c. 

andturn away their captivity] to their unexprefii ble comfort,>/*/. 126.1. But 
efpecially when Chrift afeending up on high leadeth captivity Captive, &c. Col. 2. 

14,15. Lphef^.S. 

Verfe 8. I have heard the reproach of Moab] How can he but hear who is all 
ear? who is both above us, and within us, in whom we fubfift, CoR t. 17, And 
what will he fooner be fenfible of then the reproachings of his people ? See : Efay 
37. 23. and 57. 3,4. But drafr near hither ye fonne s of the forcereffe, the feed of 
the adulterer, and the whore. (See how hebccalls them) Againft frhim dope flirt 
your felves ? againft whom make ye a fride mouth , and draw out the tongue. ? are ye 
not children of tranfgrefion, a feed of falfbood? The Moabites ahd Ammonites 
were great jearers of the Jews, and revilers of their religion. Thefe reproaches 
lenittr volant, non leniter violant, cfuellmockings the Apoftle calletb them, Heb. 
ii. 36. JD/iz/td felt them as a murtheringweaponin his bones, 10. God 

will call fuch men to an heavie reckoning one day as deride the power*of godlmc/Te, 
and the profefTours thereof* Bede faith,that this was the great finne of the ancient 
Bricanes, immediately bcfoie their delirttAiow by tlfe^Saxons: knd it is at this day 
both a prefageand defertofour ruine, that as the Turks count allfboh to be fairits] v 
fo men with us account all faints to be fools. ~ / 

and the revilings of the children of nAmmon J How good they Were at it, we"may 1 
fee in thofe words of Sanballat , and his copefmate Tobiah the Ammonite, Neh. 4. 

2, 3. -words as full of pride and fcorne, as profane wit, or rimeoured malice.could 

make 
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make them : and they lay fo heavy upon Nekmiahs fpirit, that hee could not cafe 
hifiifelf but by breathing heavenward, verfe 4. Hear, O our God, for we are dejpi- 
fed, and turn their reproach upon their oven head., and give them for a prey in the 
land of captivity, &c. Hear* faith Nehcmiab : I have heard it, faith God. Thou 
hafl feen it, faith the Pfalmift, for thou beholdeft mifch'tef andjpite to requite it with 
thine hand,Vfa\. 10.14* 

and magnified themfelves J by fpeaking big and bluftring Wordsftubbles of Words, 
great fuelling Words, full of wind, 3 Per. 2.18. thefe fhall finde, thatfuch words 
are not winde, but will be required in fire, Jude 15. God is an utter enemy to 
boafting and threatning Bragadochios. 

Verfe 9. Therefore as 1 live [ This is Gods oath: fo, As true as / live. 
Nun*- 14.21. with Pfal. 95* 10. therefore they are to blame that wife it in their 
common talk. ! 

Surely Moab Jbal be as Sodom, &c. 1 Whereas they think that I either hear 
not their revilings, or regard them not, I fhall make Moab and Ammon fmartand 
fmoak for them. 

even the breeding of nettles and fate-pies'] They (hall not indeed be confumed 
with fire from heaven: but their land ftiall lie waftefora long feafon. Nettles 
grow in barren places, and are good for nothing, unleffeit be the buds at firft co¬ 
ming. Pliny writeth, that where fait is digged, little good elfe groweth. S eefudg. 
9. 45. Pfal. 107. 34. 

fora perpetuall defolation] Certain it is, that thofe nations carried captive by 
Nebuchadnezzar were never reftored: but that in after-timesa mixt multitude of 
vagrants, out of many nations met there, taking upon them the old title of Ara¬ 
bians, and living by rapine and robbery. Out of thefe came Mahomet, founder of 
the Turkifh Empire and Superftition, who overturned the Chriftian Churches, 
there planted by the Apoftles,( as was here fore-prophecied, The refidue of my peo¬ 
ple /ball(boil them , &c. See verfe 7 .) Confer Gal. 1.17. and foon over-run all the 
Eaft and South, as Popery did all the Weft and North, at the fame time. 

Verfe to. This fball they have for their pride] Moabites were as much noted 
for their pride, as now the Spaniards are: and are therefore here devoted to de¬ 
finition. Pride goeth before a fall, &c. A bulging wall hands not long: a joynt 
luxated and fwelled, all that be down, cannot be fet. God refifteththe proud, 1 
Pet. 5. 5. he bringeth thofe ungodly down to the ground, Pfal. 147. '6. 

becaufe they have reproached , &c. J And all this out of the pride of their hearts, 
which breaketh out, as a mafter-pock, in their carriage: fo that the pride of Moab 
tefiificth to his face, and it ftiall be to him an abomination of defolation. 

Verfe x 1. The Lord will be terrible unto them] iFor he ftiall march forth in battle- 
array againft proud perfons, rPet. 5.5. andftainthe pride of all their glory: he 
will pull them downfrom their pinacle of felf-exaltation, and make them know 
themfelvts to be but men. Attilas, king of the Hunnes, proudly gave our, that the 
1 fiarres fell before him, the earth trembled at his prefence, and that hee would bee 
the fcourgeof all nations. But what became of him ? He died fuddenly by a flux 
of blood, breaking out at his mouth and choking him, on his wedding-day at night. 
It were eafie to infiance further, in Pharaoh , Ncbuchadnczar , Antiochus, Herod 
the king of Tyre,&c. With God is terrible Majefty , Job 37.22. he is terrible to the 
kings of the earth, whiles he cut teth of their fpirit s. Heb. he (lippeth them of as 
one (hould flip off a flower betwixt ones fingers * or a bunch of grapes off the vine; 
fo foon is thebufineffe done. 

For he Will famity all the gods of the earthy He will caft them into an atrophy, 
into a confumption. This wasfulfiiled, partly when Nriucf adntzar deftroyed the 
Nations, and proclaimed the true God to be the onely God, but principally when 
Chriftcamein the flefh, andTent out his Apoftlesto decry thofe Heathen deities, 
and to preach the evcrlafiing' Gofpel, faying with a loud voice. Fear God, and give 
glory to him, &c: and wortyip him that made heaven, earth, fca , and fountains of 
Waters, Rev. 14. 7. Now ic was, that Satan fell like lightening from heaven, the 
oracles were filcnced, the Heathen Emperours amazed at the prevailing power of 
the Gofpel in defpite of them, the very names of moft of the gods of the earth 
were abolifhed, the Temple of Apollo at Delphos fired from heaven j and at that 

very 
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very time when Julians einbaffadours were there to enquire what fhould be the 
iffuc of the Perfian warr. Thus the Heathen fupetftition fell fiat to the ground, 
their gods were famillied for want of worihippers dnd facrificcs &c. And the fame 
wc hope and wait for to befall the Antichriftfan rout and religion. That Idol is 
groWn very leane, and hath loft a collop as we fay. Bedarmine is very fenfiblc, 
and bewailes the bufinefle, that ever fiiice we began to count and call the Pope 
Antichrift, he hath fuffered no fmall ddcayes and Ioffes in the chriftian churches. 
He hath indeed, and more and more (hall do till he be left as lcarie as a rake, and all 
his plumes pulled,his credit crackr, his honour laid in the duft. 

and men fhall Worfhip him] Heb. bow doWn to him. He is thy Lord, and bow 
.thou down uhto him, Pfal. 45. 11. Body and foule both mull: ftoop to God: 
and both at once 2 Cor. 6. 2 6. Swenckjfeldians. (Stinkfeldiahs Luther called them 
from their ill favour) take away all externall fervice : fo do the Nicodcmites. 
Hypocrites draw nigh to God with their lipps only, when their hearts are clfe- 
wherc : their bodies are in face Ills, their hearts in facculu as Ez*k. 33. $1. But 
the true Ifraelites give God both inward and outward worfhip he doth ponerc 
dextram in pettore, as Perfius phrafeth it.- being fhod with the preparation of the 
Gofpel, he treads it not awry, neither too much outward as the formalift, nor 
too much inward as the Swcnckfeldian.Hc looks upon our late Worflnp-fcorners,owx. 
higb-.fittainers as the laft brood of Beelzebub : and reckons that to call off ordinan¬ 
ces is to caft away the remedy 2 Chron. 36. 15, 16. Prbv. 19. 1. 

every one from his placed Not at Jerufalcm only as once, 1 oh. 4. 21. but in all 
places, pure hands and hearts fhall be lift up, without wrath, without doubting: 
both in church and chamber: any place whatfoever ftiall be a fufficient orato¬ 
ry, fothat God be worshipped in (pirit and in truth, and the publike not neg- 
lefted. 

even all the Ifles of the Heathen] that is, all countries; though not encompaffed 
with the fca; for the Jews called all lands Iflands which they could not come 
at but by water. That God ftiall be worfhipped in the fourc corners of the earth, 
fee the Note on Dent. 6 . 4. It Was the laft fpeech of dying Chryfofiem, Glory be 
to God from all creatures : Let the Jefuitcs at the end of their book's fubfcribe Laus 
Deo & beat a Virgin *, Let this be the badge of the Beaflt: let os cry To God alone be 
glory all the world over. 

Verfe iz. Te Ethiopians alfo, ye fhall be fiaineby myfwofd~] which is long enough 
to reach you, though far remote. The Poets faine chat Jupiter was wont to be 
feafted by the Ethiopians: but that (hall not fave them froin Gods lore and great 
ftrong fword. 'Hpbuchadnex.zar, to whom God had given Ethiopia , and Egypt and 
Saba as a ranfome For bis people Efa. 43. f Sc cPfov. li. 8 . with the Note. 
The Ethiopians and Egyptians were fubdued togcchcr Ur. 46. 2. Efny 18. 1, 2. 
It is now inhabited by the Abyfi»es{ a kind of raongrcll-chnftians ) and called' 
Treflcr-lohns countrey ; where they fay they have this cpftonk amongft others: 
In their great folemnities they have a cup of gold born before them, filled within, 
and befmeared without with dirt, yet fo as the gold’ appearcth: and next to this 
cup is carried a crucifix. Hereby they would (hew. that man fhould be pure as 
gold: but being within and without defiled by fib,‘ he is reftored by Chrift crucifi¬ 
ed, fo as that the gold of Gods graces appeareth iii him here in part, and fhall do 
hereafter in all perfedioh. ... , 

Verfe 13. And he willftretch out his hand againft the North] i. e. againft Aff\ - 
ria (which lay North from Judea ) as is prelently added by way of expofition. 
The feripture fbmetimes hath its own interpretation annexed as lob. 2. 19, 21. 
and 7. 39. Howfocver, the Rabbines have this faying among it them. Nulla eft 
^ *b\ehio inloge qua non habet f olutionem in latere ;». e. there is not any doubt in the 
taw, but may be refolvdd by the context. . 

and deftrey Afyriajcaft this rod of his wrath into tfie fire, after that he had worn 
it to the ftump (as that Martyr faid J upon other nations. . 

and willmake'Ntniveha defolation] See Nab. 2. with^ the Notes. . 

Verfe 14. And flocksfall lie down in the middeftof her &c. ] Here are various, 
and Vehement expre (lions of the dreadfull ficc ofner deflations. Omnia congerit 
qua vaftitatem htrtihiltfn denature foltnt, faith Gualther, bccaulc it was held a thing 
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ajjnoft unpollible that Ninivch fliould be deftroy ed. Hence that admiration of by. 
fianders and beholders ver. 1 5. But what can be impolfible to the Almightyand 
what will not He do for his churches caufe and comfort ? See ver. 6. 

all the be aft s of the nations'} which /hall come from farr to haunt this new-defert, 
beau-defert . Sec Ifai* 13. 2T, 22. and obferve that Parallell texts, like glaflcs 
fi t one againft another, do caft a mutual! light. The lapidary brighteneth his hard 
diamond with the duft fhaved from it Cclf: fo muft we dear hard kripeures* 

both the Cormorant ( or P ellican) and the Bi tern} Thqfe inaulpicatc birds of 
prey that are fignes both of Gods curfc and mans mifery Efi- 34. 11. the former 
hath its name in Hebrew from vomiting, and /ecmeth, laith One, to be the fame 
that we call the Shove lard, which fwailowcth /helfifhes, and after vomiteth them 
to "et the fifli. The later liveth about lakes, faith Pliny, and with her bcake hea¬ 
lth the fifh out of the /hell with g eat vehcmency. 

ft all lodge in the upper-lintels of it beautified with pomegranates, flow¬ 

er;. and other curious garni/hes, a. are wont to be feen at the porches of palaces. 

their voice ft all ftng in rhe wntdowes ] the blacl^Saims,- as they fay ; where was 
wont to be heard all manner of mufick and melodious noifes, Lux as cedet inlutlum, 
their merry dances /"ball end in a miferable downfall. 

defolationftalLbe in the threftolds} which werewonttobe worn out with the 
abundance of clients and parafires, tracing over them. 

for he {ball uncover the cedar-work^ j i. e. God, or the enemy by Godsap- 
pointmenr, /ball uncover 'he roof made of C edar, for better continuance. Cedar 
ib fti ong and durable : and by rcafon of the d; ynefle of it the timber chawnc th not, 
rottethnoe: yea, it hath a property to pre/erve other things from purrcfaft.on, 
iaith Scribonius. The Ninivitcs raftered their houfes with it, as they fay the 
Africanes do with whale-bones. But now that God /hall barr them and expofe 
them to the injury of wind and weather, how can they /land ? and w hat can be in 
the threfliolds but delolation ? 

Verfe 15. Thu is the redyeing city} Exultabunia, that could Itand on no 
ground* but was ready to leape out of her skin as it were: her inhabitants were 
meer mirth mongers altogether fet upon the merry pin; like the people of Tom-. 

, btuum in Africke, who tpend their whole time in. finging and dancing. Now the' 
cafe is altered, and the Church, out ofzeale for Gods glory, thus in/ulteth over 

that dwelt carelejlyf] As if feituate in the douds, above all fearc ; and altogether 
info per able. Security ufhereth in definition. See ler. 49. 31, 32. 

that faid in her heart lam, and there is none be,Ides mej This was a proud word 
indeed. 1 -nwisone of God Almighties names Exod. 3. 14. auAThercisnone\ 
befides me, is one of his titles Bfst. 45. 5. 21. and 48. 12. Thus empty man Would 
be fomething (the toad would (well to the bignefle of an oxe ) though man be born 
like a wild-affes colt lob 11. 12. and man being in honour underftandeth not, that he 
is, or (hortly /ball be, like the beafts that penft : that die of the murraine, andfo 
- become carrion good for nothing. 

Vnde fuperbit homo cujus conceptio turpis, 

Naft i poena , labor vita, neceffe meri ? 

How is fte become a de[elation 1 } Here the Prophet Niniven in Theatre ftatuit, 
Cr traducit apud fudaos ( faith Calvin ) fettetli Ninivch upon the ftage, and Jhew- 
eth his Jewes the tragicall end of her : how fhc fhould wonderfully be brought 
down beyond all expectation- God delighteth to make himfelf marvelous: he is 
the oncly true Thaumaturgus. 

every one that pafteth by her ftall hifs and wagg his hand} In fcorn, horrouraud 
di/daine ; and why. See Nah.$. 19. with the Note. Ldm.'i. 15,17. 1 King. 9• 
Eajek- 27. 3 6. Mic. d. 16. Surely God fcorneth thefcoiners Prov. 3. 34 * an d 
maketh that the mercileire find no mercy, lam. 2.13. 
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CHAP. III. 

Verfe i.WJOe to her that is filthy and polluted} Meaning Jerufalcro, once a Ifay u 2r _ 

J ’ \\ faithfull city, now an harlot, f&diftimum proftibulum, of the kind 
ofthofe fordid men who are called Bcrborit* , of their miry filthyneffe, whom 
Epiphanius and Oecumenius fpeak of. The word here rendred filthy comes from a W 
word that fignifieth dung, or that fignifieth an example : and fo it is a metaphor 
taken from light women that are carted in a difgracefull way and madeapubltkc 77a 
example, an infamous inftance. It is rendred alfo gluttonous , or all craw as 
Ltvit. 1. 16 - 

Ingluvies & tempeftas , barathrumq ; mac elli. 

To the opprcjftng city} Pradatrici , that maketh a prey of others ( either by force 
or fraud ) as the filly dove is made a prey to the hawk and other ravenous birds. 

Verfe 2. She obeyed not the voice} fc. of her teachers, nor enc lined her ear to them 
that inputted her, as Prov. 5. 13. Hence /he was fo filthy and oppreffive : who 
if/he had harkened to wholfome counfell, and hidden the word of Gods grace 
in her heart, would have purified her felf even as He is pure, 1 I oh. 3. 3. and not 
have ex ailed money and corn, but have left oft that ufury Neb. 5.10. 

fte received not correclion} or difcipl ne , as being incurable or incorrigible, 
pining away in her iniquity Lev. 26. 39. and not accepting the chaftifemcnt of 

^fhetrufted not in the Lord} but knockt at the creatures doorc for help in her 
diftrefle, and made flefh her arme, herheart departed from the Lordly. 17., 

This God taketh very ill ler. 2. 12. 13. as he hath very great reafon ^ Confi¬ 
dence being the lcaft and yet the beft we can render to him for all his benefits. 

fte drew not neer to her God} Th ough he were her God, yet fhe gat as far from 
him as fhc could: and, like a wild bcaft, . would not be tamed nor managed by 
him. Now if tbefe be undoubted arguments of a filthy and polluted State, as 
furcly they are, what fhall we think of our felves, who are as deeply guilty as ever 
icruialem was in the pramifes ? what /hall the Lord, do, or what (hall he not do 
rather to a nation fo incorrigibly flagitious, fo obliged, fo warned, fofhamekfly, 

fo lawlcfly wicked ? . , r . 

Verfe 3. Her Princes within her are roaring lions 1 Roaring over the meaner iort, 
and tearing them with their claws. See the Notes on Mtc.v 1,2,3. 

her Judges are evening-wolves &c.} See Hub. t. 8. This rapacity and bnb:rv 

they had learned (likely) under Manaftts and Amor 1: and cxcrcifcd under good 
lofiah, who either knew knot, or could not rcdrelTe it. Eft ergo pencult plena 
reip. forma qua ah uno defender, faith Gualther here. And Tertulltan telleth us, ten. Jtpoi 
that one fpeciall thing the Primitive Chriftians pray’d for the Emperour was, that 
God wonld rend him Senatumfidelem a faithfull Senate, pvous Councellours good 
under-officcrs. Of Aurelfans Counccll it was faid, that by them the good 
rour who might know nothing but as they informed him, was even bought and 
fold’ Alphonfus King of Arragon faid, that Princes were for this, in a worlc con¬ 
dition then other people: becaufe they could feldome hc.arc the truth of things- 
Anguftus bitterly bewailed the death of Varus : becaufc now, faid he, I have Gfand sfgnh 
none about me that will deal truly with me. TbeGrand Sigmor goes oft, abroad Se rag. lA %. 
that he may receive poor mens petitions, and right them upon the greateit Ba- 
fhawes, who, bewitebt by bribery, have denied them jufhcc. And hence it 
hath been ever obferved, that few of his chief officers diem their beds. Thcfc 
evening-wolves many times have nota morrow left them to£#**> the bones *n. AwhUw 
Verfe 4. Her Prophets are lighft} Raffi, headlong, futilcus,dcbauchcd ( as the Arc 
Frenchtrlnflatethit)aeriall, fantafticall, waigbtleffe, worthleffc men fuchasm 
who/edodfrinc there is no authority, in whole life no gravity, uaicdnclle,l - p HTname dNu- 
verity, conftancy: like tbe planct Mercury, they can be good in contortion 
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i with good, and bad with bad: like that French Apoftate, of whom Be^a faith 
that he had rcligionem epbemeram, for every day a new religion, ab hisadillos, a l 
illis ad hos levitcr tens & levins tranfiens, double-minded and unftable in all’his 
wayes, Jam. i . 

and treacherous perfons] Yiri perfidiamm, moft perfidious perfons. This is their 
true title, whom the world countcth,and calieth facile, facetious, fair-conditioned 
comporting, condefcending, people-pleafing preachers. Can there be a tvorfe trea- 
* chery then to betray mens fouls, as your Atones zn&Negoncs do, that cry peace, 
peace, and fo cozen men to hell. 

her prieftshave polluted the fanttuary ] Or holy fervices. 

Cum ceelum terra commifcent Jacra profanis. 

Cod looks to be fanftified in all thofe that draw nigh unto him, Lcvit. io. 3. that 
they fhould be Angularly holy, handling the word fantte magis quant fcite (as 
One once told the wanton Veftall) and living fo, that malice it felf may befilen- 
, ced. God of old appointed both the weights and meafurcs of the fandiuarie, to 
be twice as large as thofe of the Comrnon-weaJth : to (hew, that hee expe&s much 
more of thofe that ferve him there, then he doth of others. See 1 King .7.15. with 
2 Chron. 3. 1 5. * 

they have done violence to the law] fc. by their crafty and per verfe gIoffes, let¬ 
ting it on the rack as it were, and fo making it fpcak more then it would : taw’ingit 
with their teeth, as Ihoomakers do their upper-leather, forcing it two miles, when 
rt would.'go but one, yea murthering it, as Tertullian faith of fome, quod cadent 
feripturarum faciant, that they (laughter the feriptures, to ferve their own purpo- 
fes: for which caufealfo he calieth Marcion the heretike, Murem Pomicum, the 
Rat of P ontus, for his arroding and gnawing the text. 

Verfe 5. The \ufi Lord is tn the middefi thereof ] The unjuft Princes werefaid to 
be in the middefi of Jerufalem tu roaring Hons, verf 3. Here the juft Lord is alfo 
faid to be in the middefi of her, as a (in-revenging Judge. He fitteth as God in 
the middefi: of thofe uncircumcifed vice-gods, (as I may in theworft fence beft 
terme them ) he fets a jealous eye upon all their unrighteous proceedings, and is with 
them in the judgement. Neither eyeth he them onely, but all others’in like fort: 
as the king in the Gofpel came in to fee his guefts. His eye, like a well-drawn pidure, 
taketh view of all that come into the room. O thac we could be in his fear all the 
day! O that we would ever walk in the fenfe of his prefence, and light of his 
countenance 1 

Ne pecces , Dew ip/e videt,bonus Angelas aflat, &c. 

Sinnc not: for God feeth thee, the good Angels ftand about thee, Satan willaccule 
Mlipeccare 9 thce > C °nf c > c . n ce will give in evidence againft thee. Hell will torment thee: A te¬ 
nant Deusvi - verend and religious man had this written before his eyes in his ftudy. 
defy Attgeli he Veill not do iniquity ] i. e. He will not Jet enormities go unpunished, nor 
Tc?uWh*ctn- S pafl " e by the infirmities of his without a fenfibje check, Pfal. 99.8. See 

feientia tefia- ^ A ' 1 * 1 3 - .......... 

bitur. Infer ms Every morningdoth he bring his judgement to light J Daily and diligently doth 

cruetabit. He both threaten by his Prophets, and execute with his hand, the menaces of hit 
mouth upon thofe that will not be warned, that refufc to be reformed. He hath 
in a readinefTe to revenge all difobedience, 2 Cor. 10. 6. Maturely he will do ir, 
and accurately: It is his mornings work, Pfal. 101. 8. like as it is theirs to rife early, 
and corrupt all their doings, verf. 7. He will be up and at it as foon as they. 

he faileth not ] Ashemayfeem to do, when he forbearerh. Non dee(l. He will 
not be wanting to his office, to proceed againft the uncounfellablc. 

but the unjufi kyowethno fbame ] He can blulh no more then a hackbut, as die 
proverb is. Such an impudency hath finne woaded in his face, thac he bafheth no¬ 
thing. Et pudet noneffe impudentem, he is paft all grace, as we fay, ahd as good at 
refilling the Holy Ghoft, as ever thofe Jews were that had a whores fore-head, Jer. 
3. 3 * finews of iron, and brows of brafle, Efay 48.49. When neither fear of 
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Cod, nor lhame of the world will rein men in, what hope is there of fuch? Ilium 
tgo pertiffe dica cm periit pudor , faith an Heathen. He is an undone man that know- Curtin. 
eth no lhame. prevent it in time: for the modeft beginnings of finne at firft will 
make way for immddeft proceedings. The thickeft ice that will bear a cart, begin- 
neth with a thin trembling cover, chat will not a pibble. • 

Verfe 6- / have cut off the nations | And hang’d them up in gibbets, as it were, 
before your e y cs > f° r y our admonition, ut ruina majorum fit cauteU minorum, Q rf g % j^ stm 
chat their deftrudfon might be your inftruftion: thac feeing your neighbours houfc 
on fire you might look to yoiir own : chat obferving other to fufFer Ihip-wrack, 
you might fee to your tackling. This is the ufe God experts we Ihould make of his 
judgements upon others, Luke 13. 3,5. and 17. 26,29. Matt . 12. 13, 41. 42.. 
x Cor. 10. 1,2, See. and furely he de.erveth to be rtiadc an example, chat will not 

take example by others. . 

their toners are defolate ] Or , their corners, fc. of them munitions, whereon 
towers were fee. Or their extremities , q. d. 1 have over-turned them from onceud 
to another. Drufius and Ribera iriterpreteth it of their Princes. Sec the Note on 
chap. 1. 16. 

I made their fireets wafl,Zic. See chap. 2. verf. 5 , A M, 1 5 - To the end, that 
when my judgements were thus on the earth, the inhabitants of the world ( but ciV 
pecially of the Church ) might learn righteoufneffe, Efay 26. 9. thac the righteous 
feeing the vengeance, might wafb his feet in the blood of the wicked, Pfal. 59.10. 
cakin« warning by his harmes. Obferve here by the way, what great account God 
makes of his people, fich for their inftance and inftrudion, hee thus wafteth the 
• wicked: like as the Perfian kings, when their fonnes had’committed a fault, made 

their fervants to be beaten before them. / 

Verf 7. 1 faid furely thou wilt fear mej As in a fchoole, when one boy is 
whipt,"the reft tremble; and as in the Common-wealth, pama ad paucos , met wad. 
tmnes\ fo it Ihould be in the Church. Other mens woes Ihould be our warnings: 
others fufferings our fermons; others lalhes our leffons: Godshoufe of correftion, 
a fchool of inftrudion, where we Ihould hear and fear, and do no more fo, Deut. 

17. 13. He that trembleth not in hearing, lhall be crulht to pieces in feeling, faid 

that Martyr. . _ , *' , , . 

and receive infiruWon] This I promifed my felf of thee, but am difappomted, 

Jer. 5.3. See verfe 2. thou art therefore ripe for deftrudion. 

So their dwelling fhould not he cut off 1 They Ihould have redeemed their forrows, 
and faved tbeir citie. And this God fpeaks to others, as weary of fpeaking any 

longer to them, to fo little purpofe* , A , 

but they rofe early and corrupted, &c.^ Mamcabar.t, they made haft, that no 
time might be loft: they wofully wafted that bell part of the day, the morning, 

(which furthereth every bufinclTe) in corrupting theirpraftifes, 

doing evil as they could. Once (faith a Reverend man) Peters argument was more 
then probable; The fe men are not drunk, for it is but the third hour, of the day. Dmhaip.b 
Now, men are growen fuch husbands, as that by .that time, they will return their * " * 

flocks, and have their brains crowing before day. < . , 

Verfe 8. Therefore wait ye upon me, faith the Lord, &c. ] Stand forth, and hear, 
your doom; which that ye may know, thac I do not precipitate, or ralhly palTe up¬ 
on you. Wait ye upon me, &c. and yet that ye may not prefume upon my pati¬ 
ence , know that there is a day fet, a determination fetled for your full pay¬ 
ment. 

Naff r a Detts fab it is non damnat crimina pxttis : 

Cmpenfat longas fed gravitate moras. 

to gather the nations ] To put them up asit were (heep,. into a pound for/laugh¬ 
ter. See more of this Jer. 25. _ _ .. 

to pour dp*n them mine indignation] Here’s mention made of Gods prey, or Ins 
indignation,, fierce anger, fire of jealoufie againft nations and kingdoms : the better 
to perfwade people to thac which they are fo hardly drawn to bejeevc, viz., thac 
God is ndt made all of mercy : but, though fury be net in him ., to fpcak properly, 
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E^od.34. 7. if ay 17.4. Yet chat he will not by any means Clear the guilty , but punifh them fe¬ 
ver ely, taking vengeance of their inventions , P/rf/. 99*8. 

per/f 9. For then will / to the people a pure language ] Then, when my fword 

hath rid circuit, Ecclef. 14. 17. and bin bathed in the blood of all nations, for their 
many and mighty finnes ; / will turn to the people, I will turn mine hand upon the lit¬ 
tle ones- mine cleft, that remnant referved for royal ufe. Tliefc I will bring, not 
into the fire onely,but through it, and will refine them as fiver is refined &c. Zach.i 3. 

7 o.fo that their tongue (hall be as choice fiver,Pro. 1 0.20. their lip (hall be a pure lip, 
as it is here, a lip of excellency, Trov. 17.7. fo that they (hall fcatter pearls. Mat.- 7.6. 
throw abroad treafure, Mat. 12. 35. even apples of Gold in Jhrines officer, Prov. 
25.11- they f hull purifiethewfelves, as God is pure. Old things lhall be paft with 

1 Job.3 3. t hem alUhingslhall become new: new conftitution, new communication, new 
converfation- Look how the Conquerour fought to bring the French tongue into 
England commanding it to be taught in fcbooles, fpoke in courts &c. fo doth the 
Lowl Chrift, whorideth about the world upon his white horfes,the Apoftles and o» 
thcr Minifters, conquering, and to conquer, 'Rev. 6. 2. where-ever he prevails, hee 
turncth to fuch a pure language , even the language of Canaan : not the Hebrew 
tongue (as R. Abraham fenfes this text) which ail nations (hall fpeak, fai th he, in the 
kingdome of Chrift (what they doe in heaven, I have not to fay, fome are confi¬ 
dent) but words of grace. Col. 4. 6. words of truth and fobernefie, AH. 26. 25. 
right words, Job. 6.25. fpiritual fpeeches, Epbcf.y. 29. Scripture language, 1 Pet. 
4. 11. 

That they may call upon the name of the Lord] As all Gods people doe, 'cis their 
charafter iCor'.i. 2. lie hath no dumb children, they no fooner breath but pray A%.. 
9. 11. for prayer is the breath of the fpirit, 7 {om.$. 26 . and the fruit of faith : 
henccit is called the prayer of faith, and under the phrafe of calling upon then-me of the 
Lord here is meant bcleeving in his name, and repofing upon Chrift for fafety here, 
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and falvation hereafter. 

, Lofe. ve him with one confent] Heb- with one (boulder ,that is, unanimoufiy, and 
with con joyned endeavours. A metaphor from oxen yoked & Jetting their (houlders 
together to the work : or cl(e from porters, whofet their feveral (houlders to the 
fame burden. The Saints may the better doe fo, becaufe they have the Spirit to lift 
with them and over anent them, as the Apoftles word importeth Rom.8.26. Let 
them therefore endeavour by ail good means, to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace, Eph. 4. 3- that they may fay as holy Mconius did of himfelfe and 
his colleagues At Gotha in Thuringia, Cucurrimm, certavimtts, laboravimus, pugnivi- 
mus vicimiu, & viximtu fern per conjunShJfimi. We ever ran together, ftrove, labou- 
red,fought, vanquifhed and did altogether, in much peace and concord. This is 
Chriftian-like indeed, See Abb. 1.14. and 3.1.45. and 4. 32. ammo animaque inter 
fe mifeeban tur, faith 7ertudia»,they were all of one hearr, and of one minde. The 
very Heathens acknowledged that no people in the world did hold together and 
love one another, fo as Chriftians did. To fee their travcls,(faith Mafter Fox con¬ 
cerning the Saints here in times of perfection) their earneft feeking, burning zeal* 
leadings, watchings, fweet aftemblics, love, concord, godly living, faichfoll marry- 
ing with the faichfullc^v* may make us now in thefeour dayes of free profeffion 
(but lamentabledivifions) to blu(h for fhame. They ferved the Lord with onejhoul- 
der, we (houlder one another : they kept unity with purity without fchifme, much 
lefie herefy, glorifying the God and Father of ovr Lord Jcfus Chrift with one mind 
and with one mouth ‘Rom. 15 .6. with a pure lip, as it is here: we are quot homines, 
tot fententia ; fo many men, fo many mindes. How many religions are there now 
amongft us, faith one ? Oldherefiesnew vampt ? Our Saviour Chrift faith, if the 
Son of man come, (hall he find faith &c} Yesfure he may find many faiths: fo 
many men,fo many faiths. Tudet opprobria nobis &c. It is not peace but party that 
13 fome men mind, faith another: their chief ftudies arc fiudium part turn, & Jtudium 
5 novarum rerum, part-taking, and novelling. But what faith the Appftle? If ye 
fpeak with feveral tongues,will not he that comes in think ye are mad ? fo when 
the world hears of fo many diftonant opinions; will they not think wee are runne 
wild ? Is it not a (hamejous, that the Turks (hould foy, we may fooner look that 
the fingers on our hands (hould be all of one length, then iliac the Chriftians (hould 
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be all of one judgement ? why (hould amy Julian jeare us for our divifions?. why 
(hould any Campion hit us in the teeth with our fhany fefts and fchifoies? Pardon may 
be got for our other finnes by faith in Chrifts blood; difeordiam ncqut fi fanguinem 
ftmdamus expiabiwus (faith Oecolampddius to the Lutherans of his time) our fcan- 
dalous difeords God will judge. 

Vcrfe 10. From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia ] Heb. of Chuff ; that is of Arabia Chu- 
feta which lay betwixt Judea and Egypt . Confer Efay 18.1,7. Some underftand it of 
Ethiopia which is beyond the river Nil us, and hath two very great rivers. See this in 
part fulfilled by chat Ethiopian Eunuch Alt. 8. neither may we think that he was 
alone in chat countrey. Matthias the Apoftle is faid fo have preached the Gofpel to 
the Ethiopians. The large region of Nubia there had from the. Apoftles time (gs 
S ris thought) profeffed the Chriftian faith, till about 200 years fince it fdrfook the 
fame. The kingdome of Habaflia held by Presbyter John, .are yet Chrifti¬ 
ans differing from us in a few ceremonies onely. Sec the Note on Chap. 
3,12. 

My fupplyants~] My praying people , that ply the throne Of grace, and multiply 
ftrong fuits pouring out a flood of words in humble fupplication (as the Hebrew lig- 
nifieth) continuing inftant in prayer. Is knowing that their fafety here and falvct oh 
hereafter is of me alone. 1 

Even the d wgbter of my difperfed j Jews and Gentiles, cleft of both fortsjoh.i 1 #53 j 
fcattered here and tli'ere as the fait of the earth upon-the face thereof, to keep it 
from putrifying, Danaus chinkcch that there is mention made of the daughter of the 
difperfed affeftionacely: nameIy,both to deferibe tbf earneftnefle of the Saints in 
ferving God (for women quicquid volunt,valde volant) and that this fo goodly and 
and joyfull a fpeftacle or fight of womenworftiipping ^nd ferving God, ftid of Vir¬ 
gins efpecially, might ftirre up and move affeftions. . it is cafy to obferve, that the 
New Teftament affordeth more (lore of good women then the old, who can make 
mafeuline prayers, mingled with tears : And as Mufick upon tne waters founds 
fiircber and more harmonioufly then upon the land, fo dpe prayers well 
watered. 
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Shall bring mine offering J Heb. my meat-offering, or rather jny wheat-offerings their ,, •, 
bodies and fouls, Rom. 12. j . that beft of facrificesj for a reafonable for vice, a fo- Mtnchdtbi 
Jcmn prefenc .• fuch that the Chaldee paraphraft migWexprefTe; He tranftaceth it 
thus: They fhatl bring as prefents unto me the banifhed of my people, who were carried ■ 
captive, and (hall return by my mercies. Some think that; here is foretold the return 
of the Jewcs to their own land, toward the end of the, world, to foe up the fpiritija!! 
worftiip of God there : the famous Church that (hall be among them, full offarifti- 
ty and ridde of all wicked ones, verfe 11,12,13. the joy and gfodneffe that (hall 
poflefie their Joules verfe i4.chrough Gods removing of all eaufeof fear from them 
verfe 15. the encouragement they (hall receive from others, verfe t6. and (which is 
thecaufe of all this) the apparent arguments of Gods great love and favour, verf.ry. 
the quality of thofc chat fliall be received to be citizens of this New Jerufalem, vefe 
18. the utcerrooting out of all their enemies,wr/t* 19 the fame and dignity that tin's 
Church of the lews (hall be of among all nations,w/.t 9 >' o-Thus they': quam r/tfe 
indicium ft penes Lefiorem. 

Verfe 11 .In that day fhalt thou not be afhamed ] There is an holy fhame for finpe, 
fuch as was that 0 fE^ra, chap. 9. 6. of the penitent Publican, 13. and' of 

thofe good fouls in Ezekiel, who blulhing and bleeding loathed tbemfolves for their 
abominations. To be alhamed on this fort is no (hame, but a figne of that godly Ezek.16. 
forrow that worketh repentance never to be repented of, and not to know fhame,'to 
be frontlefle, and impudent is the note of a naughty man, Verfe 5. But that vvbfoh 
God promifeth here is, that he will cover their finnes, not impute rhern Pfal. pf1 , 

2. and that he will by his grace preforve them from fcandalous and reproachfull 
praftifes that might render them ignominious and defpicable, fee Ffal. ip\ 39. (hir¬ 
ing upon them himfelfe, and giving them honour in the hearts of othefs^as he did 
Solomon. 


Them that rejoyce in thypride\ Or, irt.thine excellency-as ffA. 6%. 35. that is in thine 
external priviledges,wherein thouhaft hitherto fo prid&d thy felfo^as the onely peo¬ 
ple of God, holy and beloved. 

And 
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~ ani tbo« Jha.lt no more be haughty] Stand upcn thy tip-tees, upon thy panto fie, as 

if there were none fuch. 

becaufe of mine holy mountain 3 Ter, 7. 4. The Temple of .the Lord, the Temple 
of the Lord &c. cryed they aloud that nothing cared for the Lord of the Temple, 
So the Jcfuitcs and their Romifli crew cry, the Churchy the Church, the Cat hoi ike 
church, ad ravim ufquc like fo many ojfter-wivcs: but this is not theguifeof 
Gods people. He will pu:ge his church of fuch Fcrmalifts. 

Fcrfe 1 Z, 1 will alfo leave in the middcjl of thee anajflifled and poor people] Poor 
and therein ajfliftcd, therefore defpifed. Foveity is an affii&ion, and makes a 
man trodden upon. Men will be fute to go over the hedge where it is Ioweft. 

' , . Hence St. Paul ioyncs them together, I have learned to fta»t and to be abafed. 

feelix pauper- They that ^ant mult look to be abafed. Tf is t byfinfaith He 30. not, this 

usdmusin my brother: he would not once own him, bccaufc in poverty. But though men 
/<s fiuam quod w i|i Qot,yet God will I am. 2. %. Rev. 2.9.1 kno'to thy poverty, but that's nothing, thou 
ndiculos hem- art r i c jj ; poor in fpirit, rich to God-ward, glorying in nothing but tins, that thou 
nes jaat. un d 2r ftand e fta n dknoweftrncand my will, thy Iclf and thy duty Irr. 9. 23. and art 
therefore a rich Carga^on, a full Magazine, fuch as the world is not worthy of. 

and they Jhall truft in the name of the Lord ] As having nothing dfc to truftto. 
So St. Pauls widdow indeed, being deflate and left alone, trufleth in God, who 
whiles ihe had an husband trufted too much in him. \Tim. y. 5. A not Ie-woman 
of Savoy, mother to lohn G'dlear Duke of MslUine after her hu : Lands deceale, 
c an fed a coync to be made, upon the one fide whereof fhc drew tbefe words, SoU 
facia folmt Veum fequor, luring leftalone, I truft in God alone. 

Verfe 13. The remnant of }J’rael Jhall not do iniquity] San&ity and fecudtyare 
here premifed to all the citiz-ns of the Church. Being juftified by Chrift they 
fiiali doiightcoufncfie and'truth : there fhall no way of witkednefie be found in 
them Pfal. 1 39/24. they fhall be kept from foule fiagitic us praftifes, neither fiiall 
they wa'.low or allow themfelves in any known fin unrepented of. Their fpor, if 
any, fiiall be the Jpot of Gods children D eut. 32. 5. unvoluntary and unavoidable 
infertility, fuch as there is a pardon of couife for : onely they muft luc it out by 
praying daily, Forgive us otlr trejpafes. 

■ Ntrfbeak^lUs ] For that’s a foule fault, and ra cly found in a Saint Efiy £3. S. 
F trhejaid, Surely they are my people, children that will not lie : So he was tleir 
7 ho. Walftrgh. Saviour .4 it was wont to be as,currant an argument, Chriflianus ejl, non mcvtictur. 
He is a chriftian, he will hotrlic, as afterwards it was, Hie eft [rater, ergo mend.ix , 
7his is a friar, and therefore a liar. Sopbronius teftifieth of Chryfofiome, nunquam 
cum mentitum fuijfr, that he was never beard to tell a lie. Whereas of Pi/at Ege- 
Jippus fcllcch us, that he was Vir nequam & p arvi facie ns mend actum , a naughty 
man, and one that made little confcicnce of a lie. It may feem fo indeed by that 
fcornfull queftionofhi% truth f loh. 18. 38 

neither Jhall a deccitfuU tongue be found in their mouth] Their pure lip ver. 9. is 
not ufed to the language of hell, their fpirit without guile Pfal. 32.2. produceth 
fpeech without deceit: for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth fpcaketb. 
Mat. 11. 34. See the Note there. 

for they (hallfeed and lie down] fiiall have all that heart can wifb, or need require; 
plenty, fafety, fccurity &c, 

and none (ball make them afraid ] So as to make them dee iniquity or [peak, lies: 
as very good men when frighted have dared to do: witncfTe Abraham , I faac, 
Jacob y but efpecially David , deeply guilty of this fin 1 Sam. 21.2, 8. and 1 Sam. 
27. 8, 10. In the fenfc of which fin he prayetb, Remove from me the way of 
lying Pfal. 119. 29. we alfo fliould pray. Lead us not into temptation , but diliver 
usfrom.that evill one , the father oflies. And having the fiiepheard of 1 fi ad to feed 
us and tend ub ; we ftiould not feare Pfal. 23: 2, 3. bur chufing rather to dye then 
to ly£,to fuflfer then to fhift, commit the keeping of ourlouL to him in well-doing, 
as unto afaithful Greatour i Pet. 4.19. 

Verfe 14.. Sing O daughter of Zion , (bout 0 If rad : ] Ioy is the juft mans por¬ 
tion, which the wicked may not meddle with Hof 9. 1. In the tranfgrefpon of 
an evtllman there is a fnare or a cord to ftrangle bis joy with, to check and choke 
all his comforts, but the righteous fng andrejoyce Prov, 29. 6 . they ate comman¬ 
ded 
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d-d lo to do: yea the command is doubled and trebbled here and elfewhcre in 
both Teftamcnts: and it is a fin for fuch not to rejoyce, as well as not to repent. 

be a Ud and rejoyce with all the heart j which no wicked man can do : bis mirth 
is but the hypocrijy of mirth : like a little counterfeit complexion. It may fmooth 
the face, never cheer up the heart: like a flight dafh of raine that .loakerh not to 
the root: ora handfull of brufti wood or ieare thorns under the pocE cclef. y. 6. 

As their humiliations are but skin-deep, they rent their garments and not their 
hearts, they grieve in the face, and not in the heart Mat. 6. 16. fo do they re¬ 
joy ce in the face, and not with all their heart 2 Cor. y. 12. 

Verfe 15. The Lord hath taken uSvay thy judgments] i. e. He hath remitted 
thy fins, removed thy punifiimcnts, turned againe thy captivity as the (h camesiu 
the touch, commanded his Prophets faying, Comfort ye, comfort ye my people crc. 

Eft 40. 1. 2»*tell her that all accufations and atftions laid againft her in the court 
of heaven are non-fuced, and Gods wrath appeafed. This is the fumme ofall the 
good news in the world: this is a fliort gofpell. 

he hath cajl out thine enemy] As rubbifh and fweepings of the houfe arc cart out : 
fo hath God dealt by thine enemies corporall and fpiricuall: that tliou being deli- TiZforepuTge. 
vcrcd out of the hands of both, might ferve him without feare, in holinefle and re tve ” ere }C' 
rigb teoufneffe b e fore h i m all thy dayes L ok . 1 • 74,7 5 • 
the king of If rue l even the Lord is in lhe middejt of thee] In the many teftimonies 
of his powcrfull and gracious prefence : yea, he hath fethim up a mercy-fear, a 
throne of grace, and bidden thee come boldly thereunto Heb. 4. 1 6 . 

thou fb alt not fee evill anymore] fc. fo long as thou retained God with thee, 
who is both a fun and a ftucld Pjal. 84. 11. and children have a place of refuge 
Prov. 14.26. 

Verfe id. Feare thou not] why flioiHdeft thou whileft the king of Ifrael is in 
the middeft of thee? Be of good cheer (aid Csfar to the ferriman ihaflorm, 
thou canft not mifearry : Cafarem enimfers (Jr fortunam Cafarts, fo long as Cafar t 
is in the lame boctome with thee. May not the church much more gather comfort-, 
having God in her company ; and lo many of his fervants to fay to her, Feare 
thou not? True faith quellcth and kiilcth diftruftfull feare: but awfull dread it 
breedeth, feedech, foftereth and cherifheth. 

and to Zion, let not thine hands be flack 1 Remollefcant. Let not thy fcarcs weaken, 
but rather waken thy diligcnccin well-doing’: lifrup the hands which hang down, 
and the feeble knees Heb. 12. 1 2. Up and be adivc ; pluck up your good hearts,. 
and buckle dole to your bufineffe : your task is long, your time ftiprr, your 
mafter urgent, your wages unconeeiveable. It troubled a martyr at the flake, 
that he (hould then go to a place where he fliould ever be receiving wages, and 
do no more work. Up therefore and be doing. Be not fiothftill, but followers of 

them Who through faith and patience inherit the promifes Heb. 6.12. Spontanea luff- H ippot. 
tudinesmorbos loquttntur, faithleflcncfTea'gucch a dUeafcd foule. Apborif. 

Verfe 17. The Lord thy Godintbe middcjl of thee is mighty] Even, the mighty 
Jlrong God Efay 9. 6. the Giant , as the word fignifics, the champion of his church. 

He being in the middeft of thee cannot but fee how thou art fetuptm ; and how ma¬ 
ny dangers and difficulties thou encountered with, and will fend thee in new ap¬ 
plies Eph. 1.19. ieafonable fuccour. 

He will fave ] This propctly fignifieth the privative part 6F mans happinefic: 
but includeth alfo the pofitive. fefus will do all for his people. ... 

He will rejoyce over thee with joy] Asa bridegroomc doth over his bride Efa. Oefiiftiperts 
62. 5, He will take fpeciall complacency and contcntin thee, being made accepted in UtitiH. 
the beloved Eph. 1.6. 

He will re(l in his love] And feek no further* Heb . He will be flcnt in his love,^ 
parting by fmall faults without any the leaft fignification of his difpleafurc : as it 
he were even fond over his churcb,and did err in his love cowards her, as husbands 
are licenfed to do toward their wives Prov. 5. 19, Some render it obmutefeet m 
amore fuo he (hall be dumb in his love, fb as he cannot (peak through cxcclle of 
love. Lovers are fo tranfported fometimes, that theyeannptutter their minds. 

He will joy over thee with finging] Asa father doth over his child whom he befc- 
rcthinhisbofome, ordandkth on his knee. 

t Verfe 18. 




Verfe 18. 1 will gather them that areforrowfull for the Jolemnc afftmblf] which 
flow they cannot celebrate, as being in captivity ; and are therefore in great hca- 
vinefle - 3 as was David Pfal. 42. 2, 3, 5. Nothing goes nearer to a good heart 
then to be debarred the bentfit of Gods holy ordinances, then to hcarc the fab - 
baths mocked, at by the enemies as thefe good foules did Lam. 2. 7. and to be 
asked as David was. Where is now thy God Pfal. 4 2. 3. All outward comforts in 
this cafe arc meer lchabods. When the Ark was taken, Eli could live no longer: 
that word ftruck him down backward, and killed him in the fall. No 1 word of 

a Philiftine could have flaine him more painefully: neither is it eafic to fay whether 
1 his neck or heart were firft broken. 

T*ho are of thee'] True children of the church, as appearcth by their ftrong affefti- 
ons to the ordinances 1 Pet. 2. 2. Luther faid he would not live iaParadilc with¬ 
out the word : as with it he could cafily live in hell. An infant cannot be quieted 
, withgawdesor fine cloaths without the dugg.- fo neither can a true chriftian with 
any thing, but the publike fcrvices, the lolemne aflemblies. 

to whom the ref roach of it Voas a burden] It lay heavy upon their fpii its, and made 
them fend up many a deep figh to God, who bearcth the breathings of his people 
r Chr. 1 $.26. Lam. 3. 56. and will reftore comfort to fuch his mourners Eft. 57. 18. He 
that helped his Levites to bear the Ark, will help thofc that grieve at the want of 
it, and gronc under the reproach call upon it, which they ever honoured as the face 
ofGodPfal. 105.4-Yca as God himfelf Pfal. 132. y. J 

Verfe 19. Behold at that time / W;7/ mdoe all that affiiEt thee ] Hcb. Behold Aie : 
look not to thy felfas unworthy or unlikely to inherit fuch precious premifes! 
for, not for jour fakes do J this faith the Lord God, be it known unto you, but for mine 
own holy Names fake E^k, 36. 22, 52. your unworthineffe (hall ferve fora 
foile to fet forth the freenefle of my love: your unlikelineffe, the greatnefieof 
my power: my grace is Efficient for thee, my ftrength is perfeded in thy weak - 
nefie 2 Cor. 12. 9. Againe, look not to thine enemies, how many and mighty 
they are, how witty and wealthy, how adive and combined {loricaritsinccdn 
Satan & cataphraftus, laid Luther ) let thine eyes be upon me, as fehefaphats were 
When he knew not whither clfc to look 2 Chron. 20. 12. let thine heart be lift 
up in my wayes, as his was 2 Chron. 17. c. behold me , behold me Efay 65. 1 
look not downward on the rulhing and roaring ftreames of rPifcrics and troubles 
Which run fo iwiftly under thee,' for then thou wilt be giddy: but look upward 
and ftedfaftly fatten on my power and promife ; bclecve in the Lord thy God fo 
{halt thou be eftablilhcd: belceve his Prophets, fo foalt thou profper c Clsr. ’20 
20. thine enemies alfo (hall be found liars unto thee,and thou fhalc tread uprn their 
high places Vent. 33. 29. I will undo them, faith God here Heb. IwtUdo them 
(per Antiphrapn*. ) or I will bruife them and break them in pepces, as R David 
rendrethit, by comparing Ezek, 23. 3, 21. I will not only repreffe them but 
rootthemout Thofe that offer violence tothc Church like b\ipASampfon,\h™ 
lay hands upon their pillars, to pluck the houfeupon their own heads. 

and I willfave her that halteth] As enemies Ihall not hinder the Churches happi- 
nefle, fo neither fhall her own infirmities. Grant (he be lame and luxated mai¬ 
med and difjoynted, fo that fhe goeth lidding and halteth down right Pfal . 3817 
Say fhe be driven out of her countrey as an exile, out of all companies, as an outcaft 
(whom no man fecketh after ler. 30. 17. ) and out of all good conceit other felf 
as an abject, vile inhere wncyes.not fit for the communion of Saints, or kingdome 
of heaven: Jet I will fave her, l will gather hen like as the gathering hoftinthc 
WilderncffcC fee 1 ^. 6. 9.) took up the lame, feeble, and thole that were left 
behind. See Mxc 4. 6 with the Note, and E 32.16. I willlcckthat which 
Was loir, and reduce that which was driven away &c. 

MdlrviUget them praife And. feme in every land &c. ] So that glorious tilings 

fa th i'’ P at l of God : As *y fin flail be remitted, fo thy 
name lhall be healed, thy fame fpread, per era hominttm volitabis\ will fafiiion 
* mens opmionsofthec. fo that thofc that formerly foamed and founned thee, foall 

highly efteem thee, and ftand for thee. 

Verfe 20. At that time wtd I bring you againe] And thii I tell you againe, that 
you may the better belecveit: only you mutt wait my time, for in time will l 

bring 
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bring you againe, and intime will l gather you, and in time will I make youanam. - 

and a praife among all peopleof theearth, as before I promifed: but you mutt give 
me time to do all this. He that belcemh maketh not haft. The vdion is veffor 

c 2 ‘ 3 ' ‘hei^otethere. A «»*notcbe HeUolVf 

drt’f H r^’f h j n0t NoW , or neTCC ‘ wste not your beloved till he 
plcafe. Hets a God of judgement, and waiteth to be gracious £faj 30. 18 Have 
patience therefore, yea et patience have her perfett %'rk.Um. 1/4 that yemlv 

recc.veafull reward 2 W, 8. For behold I Come, and my reWard fa with m™o 
give you an expected end ler. 29. i t. * J J ° 

thatis i “U fourecaptivities 
1 5 “ hcr -J°“heJcvirew«e carried captive to Babylon i .under Ma'naffeh lchron. 

■No.t, Under PeVrW* chron. 36. 6 . 3. under JeehLae a K.nr 
If , A ,f"? i C d r ‘”; 3 f • 1 °’ *•. Laft 'y. under Zedekfab 2 Chron. 3 6 . 17. 2 Kit 
-j.6. All thefe ihall be broughtback together by an eminentand fignal deliverance 
before jour eye f | Thofe eyes of yours that failed almoft for my fflvation and for 
thewordofmyrighteouihefre Pfal. try. ,23. foall ice the accompl,(hment,hcre 

’fMet Tid 7 ; a , nd V- ”• Vexternlipre 

fJrtfd r j“t! Th ™J h t {c t k £ M - ant iiecurityfufficient, for De, dixiffeeli 
™t(fhi S °pp S W p/W 0 89 U fT,34, C t0faik ’ nor alter the thing thatisfo^ 
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haggai. 

Chap. L 



Cart. ch „■ Verfei.^^^^N,h^d, K rof^^ thcKUgi Not of Djfiiu 
not. 4 th QMedc, as Genebrard doteth. for he was pre- 

hstZtfc 1 »V deceffour to CyrusT)*n. 5. 3,. And H.„oal p ro . 

phccicd after Cyrus and Cambyfes, Ez.ra% c.and 
5. 1. Neither of Dar«W Noihio- osSco/igcriatm 
book De Emc.d : umforum ( the duflrinc whereof 
isalmoftwholy fiftitious, faith One* and Founded 
fnn «f j -T.n. r , /. ? P P n the confincs of Nothing: ) but of Dariuf 

chofen &\ Wh ° fuccwdcd C f^/" in the kingdome of Pbrlia • bang 
ft[fi th S w y b th K C UP0 " tle nci g*>>ng ofhis horfcfirft, a 

Whether thuD,»-uu were the husband of Queen £ flier asfomeaf- 

de^ke err ° D ’ J SSOthcrs ^ and was favourablerothe TewsTTun- 

dettakenct to determine: Onely take notice, that by Heathen Hiftodans k J 

life HMtfU W £ t ° fOll0ds “ P lrc foi ™ i ' at 

and After 15 yPHL 1 * c ” a P‘ 2 ‘ 7- Hadajfab Was her own Hebrew name: 

S/ as ifhe Ae WaS 1 Ca,,cd £ J> her - - H <^ cMDariusthe 

Pm il(T f h fy J hc 0nc| y K,n s on earth * His fucceffour Darius in his croud 
andfo C ,f' Cd,,im ‘ elf 5 , ' c andC.*;r./,ie?r 

i hcca i lcdhlm his ^rvanc: But Alexander Coon after became 
For the Kingdom c of Pcrfia was loft by chat Darius as ft had been re- 

XXSti* amol ihervde t ^ 0 Th r| ; 1Cn<!OUr / ?'' 1 the havock ^^by cl^r vtho 

„ “l j f h,S ( proceed',kfr m ,hc rick'd,«cc\rdi, £ 

the . 


Her dot. in 
tbdit. 


Herod. 


•prisdV ttri 
Att^WS' 
J$v 


Cha p, i. i loeFrophecurof Hagga,. ^ 

*.*•>'**- 

pie,fwho were foon after their return fromSion af.du ' C ° * ,,ck “ the P eo * 
and fo bleifed their Miniftery that the Houfe Jhatif i a S am an ^ carelefs) 

of Holies, was finiftied in four vear fLe or rh/A Sanduary, and the Holy 
ward Court, and fo the. whofe Tempfe ^ Zr^ ^ E * ra 6 ’ T 4 - The out- 
nelfeth. P s three years afcer as Jofephus wit- ^W-H-c .4 

Jn the fxth moncth ] In the 3444. year of the umrfd r • 
it, in the Calends of September ( confer eh*t> T world, as Fanccsus computeth 
thering their harveft, and fonts and fnim5\ A 9 u wben j bc J ewes were inga- Fmc - chro}ltl ~ 
makes ufe of, prefling ir uponX'p^™^ a ! u^andT'r ^ Pr °P bet 

flighting and flacljjng the rebuilding of lUoufc Itkgood for f “' 
fetin with him, to ftrike while the iron k hnt * zts S 0 °°™i Gods Mimftcrs to 
bath appointed it: for as iron is vervfoft and m He **J e the rod y and mho 
as molten metak ar fit for the Lu7j y . fo , l „ben ™ ^ ’/ the fire ’ and 

more eafily wrought upon - they will hearken to^^nftrSn^that', the y are • 

it, as the wild affe doth.at the horfe and his rider ^ bef ? re ,au S hc ac 

isufed to the wildcrncife, though (he kick unher’l/Lf 39 ac a ^ e 7 that - 

her pleafure, fo Tu'r „U,Z ZnlLZ W ” d at 

i * h ' rinm ' ,h ' h 'j M A^t/jer"’ l'l there,satime 

Prophecy (as of others, l/a.i.t. fer 1 2 •> & c )l nrZ/i ' 1 Corr6 * 2 ' 1 he El meof this 

count wefhould make of Gods Oracles and inf P 5 y n °t ed 7 t0 teach us what ac- 

eckon with us for the helps we have had’ and thc P ftme°w S ^ h °- W G ,° d wiIj one da Y 

down all-.how much more (hould we and hve iln T™ ^ f JOyed thetn - He 

bur thankfulnfle into our praftife ? * ?crcmv nZZ™ ac*™ & nierc,es 5 P ro P a g a ting 

cefl-e: it was his unhappinetfe to be ZS f 0 ? ycars ’ L but with ill fuc" 

fets a fpeciall mark ap Z thefe fourty 1 ^“0; hi ***m. 

bidding the Prophet lye fourty dares upon husrilht fid/ 7 / g > f'V 1 ‘ 6 ’ by dolir, plus la- 

houfeof Judah fourty dayes^ a day for a year ^ ^ ’ H ”d bear tnctntquitysf the let arte malum. 

came the word of the Lord "lie bn * . 

fent and fet awork by God, whofe alone irf^ P r0 P becy > f 1 * Ez.ra %. i. being Prophetarum 

a z.i b.s^r ftcrsof c,thMTe « !iM 

‘se C[ ,r;t; r e ] outi 7 is - by hh means - and 

the Lord Cbrift ? Let w L ee p the fead w >h nY? 13Ve We ? t0 be t0 bc merry in 
flth Chrifour Pajfeover is (aJrifi JfoL i C^ s^Tlet this 

USSR :ft d K„tdtmfto°^ 

on their heads, &e. £/« 35 10 The sanfu^ ^ ^ everhfti "S W up.. 

Hoggai, and ZachJf 3 £ h c gS,'*?'?* 1 ' ** co 

Hollelujoh-Pfalmej (astheyareeaed) heLfr^l r 0 “ 8 '’ J ( ° m f think that *e 
or. Pratfe ve Lord were Zt M, ,k. -l becau,e the y be g'n and end with HoUdnjoh 
Prophets bfgiujng r u g orV.ufe v^feV^h”' ^ 

the Prophet ?e„*r might have an efe Zo ( " ' 5 ° And ^ounzo 

oC f :1 ] - alfo called HeiscaHel 

Born in Babel or Far from confute ^ubbabel fignifieth,' either 

isR-s.tcisyas. 1 tsi'sr 

R r . 

AV r ntsm 


<iAn expojition on 


. Chap.* 


'Afu.Qfjt.wli/ 

t* Ci a. 


:.«m Cycl.picum was at Rome in Nero', dayes, Snando potent T~T~ 

V, .mv,t. enpernpouti negate licebat ncmini t Tam [ervas cun, Demina, prlfentel w” 

Z lad ‘ M0 ' «* *W* nobiii itijprttante pane tern habnit, &c t m.T? 
be God tor better times. * Jjjcnea 

i C 7 TT r , ° f J ° f > Duke - Ca P tlin . Provinciail, Prefident. Tlien-an,, 
i»... * kg. ’'“ dcd , Mult ‘“ de h “ h f' d a Guide, who may bo dVfoC& 5£ / Wl «©!, 

able and prudent ( faith W«. ) to keep and care for the welhfare of his fubfcflt 
Aug. tpijl.n9 -'Uch an one was ZcrMabcl.NMu genre, mbili.r [.militate. Noble bv birth b. t 
more noble by his piety: drained from the dregs, and fifted from the hr „ >b c 
1 In J oc ‘, c abater for: of people. In the feventeenth year of his a^e he led hart- eso £ 
' lle Pwple Babylon to Jerufalem; where he continued Governour tbr‘the 
fpace of fifty eight years, iaith Grjnttnt. Tl.ofe that make D*l„, in thc 
be Darin No, bn, muft needs allow him a much longer life and government • which 
Go d fay they, granted, to fame, becaufe hce hath fomething to bee done bv rhrm 

1 ,e Revolution of States may I,ere alfo be remarked. This people was firft 20 v« 

nod by Judges or Captains : then by Kings, and now by Captains aminw Z 
Principality of Edom, as it began with Dukes, and rofctoKinos lb if ren Ao , t le 

W, , 'Vfr. ^-^e death If f/^.in ^ bis ttat 

T SCiS. mhtl eft m -vita firmum aut flabile. So uncertain are all thinL 

f<? fonxcof jofcdech 2 A brand p/uefr out of the fire Zccb 3 , 

Bernard. and therefore the fitter for fuch a preferment, tit in alto pojUttsJol al'rrt fan in 
t-ZWcame not to the kingdom, till his foul was even Li weaned 
i^.J. QiicenA/^/vr/ifwam to her crown, thorowa fcaof forrows. AiattbL 
, ... King of Hungary, was taken from the prifon to the throne. Hut to rlip Kt.r cc 

Turk.bifi. jofittab the Hjgh-piieft was a type of thrift, in regard r Ofhisn.m 

fignificth a Saviour. 2 . Of his Office of Hi fi h-pri?fthood 7 " 

Afls 3.15. K«{V "j* in reducing the people home to their own counSv 

Hcb.4. &7. 1C °rd Chriff, is both our c/ life, and our mereijull and faith{ mV EiX 

pruft, ever Uvtng to make nqueft for ttt. J 1 * 1 

the.high-prieft, faying,} Zerubbabel and Jebofbuah were the Chieftains of the 
people: and though not themfelvcs in fault, or at leaft nothing fo much Tfor rh™ 
were both very religious ) yet they were not fo forward and forth-puttingas 
fhould have been info excellent a work. Howfocver if the XXrf , y 
Task-maftersarc beaten, Exod. 5.14- It is the m^ry of thoft th^are°trufted 
f with authority, that their inferiours faults are beaten upon theirUK? ™ fted 

Calvin in lac. ^ ^^ tar. ftSS 

rejhje je to tycp my commandements ? Exod. 16. 28. Jt is Mr r*u, ? ~ ^ 

that Haggai therefore addreffed himfelf to thefe two principal! n fr fnn. 
end that they might joyne their forces with him, in reprehendm "andexcidnn be 
people to the Lords work. When the word and the fword on * F 8 

great likelihood of much good to be done. Upon the fword of C^hTth^C* “ 

*** 

Zachary, that againft the Edift of King Art*xerXes (or S \* g Fl ^ 

then they (hall experiment that l, tbeir^l 




Calvin in he. 


Chap.i. 


the Tropbecie of Haggai. 


they Jball be jujtifed, and by their words condemned , Mat. it, 37. How EOodlTk * 

therefore to carry a pair of ballance betwixt the lips? Nefcit pcemterJaloquiaHi 
proferenda pruts fro tradedtt cxamtni, faith Cajftodore . He that weighs his words 
» before he utters them, (hall prevent an after reckoning for them. , 

the time is not come, thetime,&c J He repeated, their frivolous and frigid eicu- ^ . 

fes, in their own very words ; that he may the better confute them, and^he foo Vfiu * tJi 
ner bring them to a fight of their finne. Sinne and lifting came into the world to- 
gecher, Gen. 3.12. And this is ftill the vile poifon of our hearts, that they will ompltfitijet. 
needs be naught, and yet never yeeld, but that fhere is reafon to bee made and 
great fenfe in finning. Thefe Jewes (likely) had both Scripture and Realon to 
plead for their backwardneffe (as there is no wooll fo courfe, but will take fome 
colour, and the fluggardts wiferinhuown eyes , then feven menthat canrender a Vrov 2616 
reafon:) Tor Scripture: To every thing there in an appointed time , a fet feafon * ‘ 
fuch as we can neither alter nor order, EccleJ. 3.1, and verfe 3. 7 here is a time to 

break, down, and a time to bui/d up. And that this time to rebuild the Temple was 
not yet come, fome might pretend, that the feventy years foretold, were not vet 
fully expired: others ( with more (hew of reafon) that they had been too hafty in dST‘ *' 
laying the foundation long fince, as appears by their ill fucceffe, and many adverfa- 
rics: that, God who had dwelt fo long in a Tabernacle, and was now worfhipped 
at his new-created Altar, would bear with them, if they firft built them own houfes 
and then be more free to build his Houfe, which they intended to do hereafter’ 
with great care and coft. This is ftili the guife of graceleffe procraflinatonrs to 
future and fool away their own falvation. Hereafter, fay they may bee time 
enough, and what need fuch haft to build the fpirituall Temple ? In fpace comts 
grace, God is more mercilull then fo : and at what timefoever a firmer rep-nts 
from the bottom of his heart &c. Fools and blind men (as our Saviour calhthe Mat.a3.17. 
Pharifees ) that thusftand trifling, and baffling with God, and their fouls, being 
ftmper viSluri, as Seneca faith, alwayes about to do that, which if not well done 6 
they are utterly undone for ever: for upon this little point of time hangs the crown 
of eternity. The gales of grace are uncertain, the day of grace, (which is very clear 
and bright) is ufually a ftiort one. Non licet in bello bis peccare, faid Lamachus to a 
fouldier of his brought before him, and pleading he would doc fo no more: So God 
will not fuffer men twice to neglefr the day of grace, which, if once paft, will never 
dawn again. Let none therefore when preft to the prefent AW of meeting God by 
repentance, anfwcr as shtipa'er King of Macedony did, when one, prefented him a 
book treating of happinefTc « I am not at leifure :JOr as Archias the Theban 

wh^i forewarned of a confpiracy againft him, call the letters by, with Tn crafiinum 1 
ferid, and was (lain ere the morrow came. Or as thefe CunEtators in the Text, that 
had oft in their mouth, The timr is not come, the time &c. left the very next minute 
they be cut off by death from all further time of repentance, acceptation and grace 
for ever. Men may purpofe, proraife,expeft a time of healing and happineffe, when 
they fhall be deceived, and find a time of terrour and torment, Jar. 14.19. Some, 
when a dying, would have given a world for time. : as I have heard (faith a Reve¬ 
rend man) one crying day and night call time again: but that could not be. As in p 0 flb« tee aRo 
warre, fo here, none are permitted to erre twice. Time muft be taken by the fore- «&*. P 
lock, as being bald behind. 

Verfe 3. Then came thc.Word of the Lord &c.~\ TWafter a (hort filence, as it were Ribera • 

prefertur Domwiquafi cognatarefonfo followesthe Lords elaborate and deliberate, 
anfwer, not without fome touch of holy tartneffe, at their ingratitude: for, of all 
things, God can leaft endure to be flighted, where he hath better deferred. He 
looks upon fuch with anger, being grieved at the hardnefe of their hearts. Mar ^3. 5. 

He complains of fuch with a figh; Ah [mfull nation, I fa. 1.4. he is ready to rid his 
ftomack of them, verfe 24. Ah, Twill eafeme&c. 

Verfe Is it time for you, O yc, to dwell in yo* deled houfes, &c. ] Not co¬ 
vered onely butcteled with cedar, ( as the Chaldee here hath it) arched and gar- ... 
nilhed, as the Greek, carved and trimmed, as Ambrofe rendreth it. Sure, either 
your beds are very foft, or your hearts very hard, that you can, not onely come 
tnto the tabernacles of your houfes, but give fltep to your eyes, or:/lumber to jour eye- P6LlJ ... 
ltds. Before ye have found a place for the Lord, an habitation for the mighty Cod 
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of J acob. Good David, could not finde in his heart to dwell in an houfe of Cedar* 
when the Ark of God dwelt within curtains, z Saw. 7. 2. Valiant Uriah, deemed 
it altogether unfit and unreafonable, that when the Ark, and Jfrael, and Judah a- 
bode in tents, he fhould goe to his houfe to eat, and drink, and to cake his eafe and 
pleafure, 2 Sam. n. it. Solomon firft built an houfe for God, and then for hknfelf. 
The Chriftian Emperours, (fonftantiney Theodofius, Honor ins, &c. exceeded in build¬ 
ing Churches, which, from their ftatelinefTe.were ftiled Bafilica, or places foF a King. 
t»rK htfl. m The ycry Turki at this day ^ though content to dwell in mean and homely houfes,yet 
T'tZ-ne* their Mofchees or Mceting-houfeS, are very fumptuoufly builr, and fee forth. It is 
» n£ wv a principle in Nature, that the things of God are elder, and more to bee refpe&ed 
VwflfaW. then the things of men. A profeffor of the Turks law proclaims, before they at- 

fierodti. tempt an y thing, that nothing be done againft religion. This is better then that 
which was written over the gate of the Senate-houle in %ome (which yet is not to 
be dill iked,in its place and order J Ne quid detriment! Bejp. capiat . Give unto Cafar 
the things that areCafars : but with all and above all, Give untoGodthe things that are 
t* *r? 0 s? Gods: The Greek article is twice repeated by our Saviour, when he fpeakerh for 
0«a>. (jot 1 , more then when for Caefar; to (hew, that our fpecial care fhould be, to give 
at. 22.21. God his due, to feel^firfi the kingdoms of God and his righteoufnejfe i and then alio- 
~ ther things (hzWfeek^ us. Cater a aut aderrnt, aut cater a non oberunt. But moft peo- 

‘pie are fo bulled about their own houfes, their cottages of clay, the body, that Gods 
a Cor. $. t. houfe, the foul lies waft and neglefted: The lean kmecat up the fat: the ftrength 

of the ground is fpent in neurifhing weeds. Earthly mindednefle fucketh the fap of 
grace from the heart, as the Ivy doth from the Oakc> and maketh it unfruitful!. 
Men are fo taken up about the world, that they think not on Gods kingdome: as 
run Hifi. the Duke of Alva told the French king, who asked him whether he had obferved the 
late great Eclipfe ? No, faidhe, I have fo much to doe upon earth, that I have no lei- 
fure to look, toward heaven. But is not one thingnecejfary, and all other but by-bufi- 
neffes ? And have we not in our dayly prayer, five'petitions for fpirituals, and but 
one for temporals ? Are we not taught to make it our firft requeft, that Gods name 
4 may be hallowed, though our turnes fhould not be ferved? Is not Sfau ftigmatized 

for felling his birth-right, for a meffe of broth ? And is not Shemei chronicled for 
Hcb.i2.ifc a f°°l e » who, by feeking afterhis fervants, loft his life ? Pope Sixtus for a mad man, 
^ V * that fold his foul to the devil, to enjoy the Popedome for feven years ? what /haft 
it profit a man to wtn the world and lofe his own foul ? to win Venice, and then be hang¬ 
ed at the^tes thereof, as the Italian proverb hath it ? Surely fuch a mans lofle will 
Mat. idT * be 1. Incomparable , 2. Irreparable : for what (hall a man give in exchange of his 
foul? It was no evill counfel, that was given to John the third. King of Portugal, 
to meditate every day a quarter of an hour on that divine fentenee. It would be 
time well fpent to ponder as oft and as long together on this Text, Is it time for you, 
Oje, that are fofharp fee upon the world, fo wholly taken up about your private 
profits, your pleafuresand preferments, to fit in your ceiled hottfes, as Hhab once did 
in his ivory Palace,or Nebuchadnezzar in his houfe of the kingdome (as he vain-glori- 
oufly calleth it. Dam. 4. 30.) and Gods houfe lie wafte, and his fervice negleded, 
to whom we owe our (elves, 1 Cor. 6. 19. our lives Mat. 16.25. our parents, chil¬ 
dren, friends, means Mat. 19. 29. our gifts and abilities, t Cor. 4.7. our honours 
and offices, <r P[al. 2. io, 11,12. all that we are, and have ? How juftly may God 
Job 16.15 . 1 6. curfeour blejftngs , (as he threatened thefe felfe-feeking, God-neglefting Jews both 
18,2i. . here, and Mai. 2. 2.) fcattcr brimfione upon our houfes , dry up our roots beneath, and 

1 Cor. 12.21. ftb 0 ve,cut jff our branches, drive us from light into darkneffe , and chafe us out of the 

Col 3 2. world with his terr.ours. Surely fuch are the (ceiled) dwellings of the wicked, and this 

Phil, \\ ai. is the place of him that knowethnot God, that inverteth the order appointed ofhim, by 
coveting, not the beft guifts, but an evil cevetpujneffe. Hob* 2.9. by fettin$* his af- 
fedions, not on things above, but on things on the earth, by feeking their own 
things, every man, and not the things ofjefns Chrifl. 

Verfe $. Now therefore thus faith the Lord ofhofisj} HaggaiWUS but a yong man, 
faith Epiphanius : Now therefore, left any one that heard him, fhould defpife his 
youth , and flight his dodrine, he Chews his authority, he comes to them cumprivh 
Ugio, he delivers opt the conceptions of his own brain, but the Word and mind of 


Chap.3. the ‘Prophetic of Haggai. 4.73 

God.for zsChryfofiom faith of St. Paul fo may we fay of all the reft of die pen men of — 

the Holy Scripture/ or Vault efi cor C hnfti, their heart is Chrifts own fieart: and their 

words are to be received, reverenced and ruminated, not as the words of mortal 

men, but (as they are indeed) the words of the ever living God, iThcf. 2.13. Excel- r o . 

lently fpake he who called the Scripture ( or & ant mam Da, the heart and foul of 

God. ] t is,every whit of it, divinely infpired, or breathed by God faith the Apoftle, and 

is pro (it able both for reproof y and for mfhpiLlionin right coufnejfe. See an inftancc here- 2 Tim. 3.15. 

of in this Text, together with the Prophets rhetorical artifice in firft chiding, and 

now direding them to reprove, and not withal to inftrud, is to fnuffe the lamp, 

but not povvrein oyle/hat may feed it. 

confider your wayes] Heb. let your hearts upon them,diligently recogicate,and re¬ 
cognize your evil doings ; and fo fhall yc foon find out the caule of your calamity, 
f udgeyour Jelves, fo fliall ycnoi be judged ofthe Lord, accept of the pnnt-hment of your J c ? rl1 * 3 °* 
iniquity, fo iniquity (hall not bey our mine : your rtith, but nor your iv/.-t?/. Capitecon- , g 5 

(ilium ex rebus ipfis, ve l experiment is Learn at leaft by the things yc have fu ffered : 
j.et experience the miftrifle of foolcsj reduce you to aright mind. Lay to heart 
your manifold miferics, thofc apiSm as one calleth them. Free School- 

wafers, curft enough and crabbed, but fuch as whereby God openeth mens ears todij - ^ ? 
upline, and eyes tt> obftxvation of his works, and their own wayes; according to that 8 * 

Of Ez,cchiclj chap. 40. 4. Son of man behold with thine eye , and hear with thine ears, 
a idfet 1 by heart upon all that J (hall (hew 1 hcc Gf c. the fen fes mull: be exercifed tha t til e 
heart may be affeded with the word, and works of Cod ; according to that mme 
eye ajfecleth my heart, Lam. 3. $ 1. and Solomon gat much of his wifedotn by obferva- 
tion, as appeareth by his Kcdcfiaftes which feme have not unfitly called Solomons 
Soliloquy. J t is but little that can be learn d in this life, without'due and deep Confi- 
dcration: which is nothing elle but an all (f the 'Pradtcjl under t (landing, whereby 
i: rtjicclsiVtd (hues upon its own intentions-, and, comparing thc.mvit b the rule, a pro¬ 
ceeds to lay a command upon the will arid Hjfcil ions to put them in execution. 7 hits Da¬ 
vid ccnp Acred his wayes, and finding all out of order, he turned h:s feet to Gods tefii- 
mcKies , Tfd. 1 19. 59- And, to ftill Gods enemies, Pfi!. 4.4. he bids them commune 
with 1 heir own hearts and be fill, or make a paufe,viz>. till they have brought their con- 
lidcratlon to fomc good upflioc and conclufion. 1 or when conlideration hath 
foundly enlightened a mans mind, informed his judgement according to that light 
(that candle held to his mind) and determined bis will according to that judgement, 
it muft needs bring forth found refolutions, purpofes and pra&ifes ; as it did in thf 
Ninivitcs, Ephraim , Icr . 31. 19. lofiah, 2 ( hr on. 34. 27. the Prodigal, Luke 15. the 
Church in ILofea , chap. 2.6. 7. Sheconfidered fhe was croffcd and hedg'd in with 
affliftions, and refolveth to return to her firft husband. The contrary inconfide- 
ratenefle is complained of as a publique mtfehief. Icr. 6.8. and H. 6. and 12. 11. 

They have laid it wafte : and being ivajle it mourneth unto me: The whole land fifth 
wajle, becaufe no man layetb it to heart, that is, confidereth deeply of the caufe of 
its defolation. Without this, though a man had all po/liblc knowledge loekt up in 
his brain and breaft, it would be but as rain in the middle region, where it doth no 
good; as the horn in the Unicorns head, where it helps no difeafe ; or as fire in a 
flintftoneinfenfible and unprofitable, till beaten out by found conlideration: This 
makes knowledge to become experimental, as "Tfd. it 6.6 . and Rom. &. 1,2, this 
is to follow on to know the Lord. Hof. 6.3. as without this, mens knowledge is 
but a 8afh, and may end in ignorance and profanenefie: becaufe never formed and 
feated in their hearts, never difgefted by due meditation and application to their 
own confciences. 

Verfe 6. Te have fown much and bring in little"} This was vifible to them : and 
they are called upon to confider it. The Philofophcr affimes that man is therefore 
the wifeft of creatures, because he alone can compute and confider. And yet 
how little doth manrefped chi* priviledge, without which he were to be forced 
Withbeafts, or mad men? God barkened and heard, but no man {fake advifedly, no _ 
man repented of his wick^dneffe faying,what have I done ? no man humbled bicnfclf J • ■ ‘ 
under the mighty hand of God, though God thruft him down, as it were, with a 
thump upon the back. Moft mens minds are as ill let as their eyes are ; neither of 
them look inwards. Lord, faith the Prophet, when thy hand is lifted up, they 
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W'ilL nor fee, but they fi.mll fee Grc. F.fay 26. u. So, when Gods rods call for 
reformation, they will not heart it and who hath appointed tr t but they iliall hcare 
lob 33. 15. Confidence, their domcftkall Chaptair.c, iliall ring this pcalc in their 
cares. Confide? your wayes • Ye haw (owed much bet brought in Hide ‘See. Omnia 
fuiflis <*r nihil prof ait, you havc’tricd all waves to live, and ’twill not he, laboured 
all night, and taken not!.dug, laboured in the viry fire, and Wearii.l Tour frizes for 
very vanity Hab. 2. i*. as thofc that feck after the Philofopbers Hone, the molt 
they can look for is their labour for their paines. Hither vanity or violence hath 
exhaufted you, as Zach. 8. 10. and Gods vengeance is vifiljle enough in thofc 
fence iflues and draines of expence at vvhic h your cltates run cur, becaulc he put? 
not his holy finger on the hole in the bottomc of the bag. lor it is his bitiling alone 
that maketh rich Prov. 10 2 3 . and except he build the houfe, they labour in vaine 
that build it Pfal. 12 7. 1 . Thcrcis a curie upon unlawful! piaftiies, though men 
be never fo induftrious, as in Uhoyichim. hr. 22. And all their policies without 
dependancc upon him for direction and fucccfle, arc but Arena fine calve land with¬ 
out lime; they will not hold together, when we have molt need of them, but 
fall alunder, like untempered mortcr. Hence the Rilmift aflureth us, chat Promo- 
rfjl. 7 5. 6. tion comes neither from the Eafi, nor from the Wejl\ nor yet from the South where the 
Warmc funlhineis, but from tlx Lord : he putt ah down one, and fetteih up another. 
So Hannah, The Lord, faith flic, maketh peer, and maktth rnh: he bringuh 
low, and lifeeth up 1 Sam. 2. 7. And albeit no man knmves ei.hei love 01 ha¬ 
tred by all that is before them, bccaule all tilings come alike to all litv/r/. 9. i, 2. 
(God maketh a fcattcr as it were, of thcle outward commodities: good men 
gather them, bad men fc amble for them) yet if he blow upon a mans dlatc, and 
by lolfcs and croffes fo beat him down with his own bare hand (as here in the text) 
that either be hath not to cat, or dare not eat his fill, for fearc of wanting another 
day, cr if he do cat, yet the fluff of bread being broken, and for want of Gods 
concurrence, he eats and is net latisficd &c. he hath but pi boners pittance, which 
will neither keephimalive, nor yet fufler him to dye, he is to be very fenliblc of 
it, to confider his wayc-, and looking upon his penury ( as a peece of the curie for 
ncgloft of Gods fervicc lavit. 26. 14. &c.) to deprecate that laft and word of 
miferies, the judgement of pining away in their inhibit its- I\rft 3 9. This 1 , work 
then any llarcity, then any bulimy or doegifi; appetite, a dileafe common in 
times of famine. The righteous cateth to the f.ttisfying of h:s foule: but the bellj of 
tfic rricked (ball want Vtv\. 14. 25. yl s his in fly preparetb deceit lob I 5.35. lb it 
fuffers deceit ; impofturam facinm cr patiumu v y as the Emperour laid of them, 
that fold glafle for peai les. fnmos vendidi,, fttmo pcrcat, as Another. Ye looked 
for much and loe it came to little, as it followeth verjc 9. and why? but becaufc 
they thought every little too much for God, and all well faved that was kcptlrooi 
him, Alai. 3. 9, 10, 11. See the Notes there. The Topifli Commentators 
upon this text call upon the people, ( if ever they mcane to thrive) to keep holy- 
dayes; to heare Mattes &c. yea fome Priefts in Gerfons time publiqucly preached 
Non rriteccus , to the people, that wholoever would hear a Mafic, he fhould not fall blind on that 
mefubho rn- day, nor be taken away by fuddain death, nor want fufficicnt fuflrcnance c re. This 
"ebftfuficicnti was more then they had good warrant to promile ; and yet they are bclceved. 
fufientctiione. Shall not wc learn to live by faith, to trull in the Lord and doc good ? fo fhalt thott 
dwelt in the land, and verily thoufhalt be fed, Pfal. 37.3. The wicked in the faint fie of 
their fufit cicncy are in fir aits. Jeb. 20. 22. Contrarily, the godly, in the fuliufic 
of their ftraits are in a fufficiency : and this is the gain ofgodlinefie. 1 Tim. 6 . 6 . Pi¬ 
ety is never without a well-contenting fufficiency, it hath treafure that faileth not, 
bags that wax not old, Luke 12, 3 3. And fhall have hereafter riches without rnft, 
wealth without want, ft ore without fore, beauty without blcmilh, mirth with¬ 
out mixture &c- 

Verfcy. Confider your waycs~] See ver. 5 .Do it early, andcarncftly. Exert 
titevox, iterumque excutite, as Trcmtllius rendreth that in Zrph. 2. 1. Search you, 
fearch you, O Elation not worthy to be beloved. So Lam, 3. 40. Let us {earth 
and try our Wayts % Not fearch only but try, and as it were fift rbcm tE the crann 
So 2 C or. 13. 5. Examine y our felves whether yc be in the faith : prove your earn 
/elves, as it were with redoubled diligence, in a moll needfull but much neglc&cd 

duty. 


,.„ tv of dcalim^witlwour own hearts. But if yc will not, fee chat flaming place 
^ will nor fudge thonfclves, God will : as though Icho- 

las will not lean their verfes, their mafters will. Men are as loth to rcv.ew th 
aftions ind read the blurt'd writings of their own hearts, as School-boyes are to 
theirtelThnsandfalfc Latines they have made, hut as he who willnot caft 
L his bookes his bookes will caft up h im at length: 1 o thole that will not con- 
fider their wave, and take thcmfelves to task, 11*11 find that fpanng a little pa-.nes 
at fir ft will double it in the end : and chat che beft that can come of this fortune 
negligence, is the bitter pangs of repentance. Oh therefore that with 
wife man, we had our eyes in our heads , and not in the corners of the earth And 
that our eyes were, like the vvindowes in Solomons Temple, broad inward, tn,t 
vve mightfee our fins to confefficu, fo fhould we never fee them to cur wfu w. 
The Ifraelites confdTed their murmuring and ftubbornnefle, when God fent ^.,- 
^Angels amongft them, that is, fome metfengers of his wrath and dilpleJuic- 
The Prophet Hag?a, here would have their poftenty confider and better confide^ 
fith the hand of God was 1b heavy upon them and thathecanie agamft thema,.. 
were with a drawn fword, how they might difarme his juft indignation by a fptc- 
dv reformation. To which pnrpole he addeth , 

y Ver ft 8 . Go up to the mount aine, and bring wood &c. ] Sec upon the work and 
be ft: nous: build the Templewirh like zeate as repaired the wall Nc, 3. 

20. accnditfcipfum , he burft out into an heat, being angry with ^ownando- 
thersfloth: andlofinilht histask inalhorctime. lemuft beanearneft, uprighr, 
and conftant endeavout of reformation, that muft follow upon our ienfe of {in, 
and feare of wrath : or clfc all will be but mot us alines evamdus ( as Calvin on 
the text hath it ) a very flafh: It will be but as prints made on water; afioon as 
finger is off, all is out. It was certainly therefore an excellent fayiug oTLMtber 
( though condemned for hcrcticall by Pope Leo the tenth ) Optima Q? 
nitetttia eft nova vita. Amendment of life is the beft repentance: neither is the e 
any wifer way to break off our fins, then to pratfife the contrary duties. He hat 

mien. Thou repenteft and yet contimieft in thy fin. God w-U patdoa thee and 
yet (end thee to hell. Thofc that will have God to take pleafure in them, as in his 
Temple, to love them and come unto them, and make his abodewith them Job 
14 23 . to dwell in them, and Wallin them ( as they did in Solomons porch, and 
other walks jnd galleries about the Temple^. 3. 7 ; beglorified in them 
(accounting himfelftoreceive, as it were, anew being, by thofe inward con¬ 
ceptions of his glory, and thofc outward honours wc do to his name ) they mu 
<r?up to the Mountain, not of Lebanon (though that was a plcafant and P lentlful j 
place 3. 25. ) but of Heaven, that Hill from whence comes thetr help and 

bring wood, ( growing wood Cant. 1. 17. living ftonest TVf. 2. 5*) *2 ** 

theLfctCor. 3. 9 Efk. z. az. laying faith for a foundation, love for a co¬ 
vering, having hope for a pinacle, humility for a pavement &c. wa 1 g 
teares, fweeping it by repentance, beautifying it vvnh holinefle, perfuming it 
with prayers, hanging it with fincerity &c. S° fhall Chrift the h mg e * * ^ 

galleries Cant. 7 . V he ihall covet theirbeauty Pfal; 45-, I2 ‘ a .^. bc 
bound to them in the bands of pure affe&ion, and fpirituall vved o :. 
take pleafure. in them, as he did in thofc that prayed in or toward the I cmple 
Dcut.i2.li. 1 King. S. 29. as he did in Daniel that man of defires chap 1. 9. 
in David Gods coreulum or darling 1 Sam. 13- , 4* in j 11 ® WjF ? 3 ,. . 

heart the Church Efay. 62 . 4- caUed elfewhere the beloved o 

loved foule: And he Will be glorified tn them by their fpintuall facrificcs • 
2 . y. reafonableCervices Rom. 12. 1. performed in lpirit and 
24. by fome one of which God is more glorified then by all the adions of unrea 

■mambus, as Htcrome here. The hope of unjuftmen periftiet \ J 

fics valentiffima his likely eft hope, as fome render it: he thinks hwfelffurc, as 
V» did of the bleffing/but he only think* fo: God cuts off the ™«tefrombjs 
mouth loci 1. 16. takes away hw corn in the time thereof Hof. 9* 


£rclcf. 2. 14. 
I King. £. 4. 
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in his confidences, which prove like the brookes of Tema. lob. 6 . 17." "and five 
him, as Abfatoms mule did her maftcr: his high hopes hop beadlcffe, as One phra- 
feeh ir. J t falleth out with him as with thole perverfe liraelites in the wilderneffc 
made to tack about two and fo ; ty times, after chat they thought thcmfelves fare of 
the promifed land- 

I did. blow upon if\ i. c. I difpei fed it with cafe. By a like phrafe (Torfrnfe'i 
God is faid Efa. 25. 11. toffread forth his hands in the middr ft of his enemies ■ Is 
he that fwintmtthfpreadethforth his hands to fwim : and to bring down their pride 
together with the fpoiles of their hands , with great eft facility. The morion in 
fwimming is eafy, not ftrong : for ftroug violent ftrokes in the water would ra¬ 
ther fink then fapport. Jn like lore God blafted their treafare, or blew their 
hoards hither and thither, he confumed their fubftanceand curled their blcllinm. 3S 
Mai. 2.2. Sec the Note there. 3 

why faith the Lord of hvfts ? becaufe of mine hoift: that is waft &c. ] Their fin 

ofpreferring their own private interefis and felf-refpeas before Gods work and 
f'crviccis here repeated, and exaggerated, as the ground and caufc of all their cala¬ 
mities : And all little enough to bring them to a found and fem u = fight and hatred 
of their fins. Such a deep kind of diowfincfie hath farprizedus, for nioft part 
l iiat whereas every judgement of God fhould be a warning-peak- to repent, webe 
like the fmiths dog, who the harder the anvilc is beaten on, Jycth by and flecpeth 
the founder: Or like the filly hen, which loieth her chickens, one by one by 
the devouring kite, and yet as altogether infenfiblc of her lofie, continues to pick 
up whatlieth before her. This is to fwekcrand pine away in iniquity, as it no¬ 
thing could awaken men Lev. 26. 29. and it is threatened laft of all, as worfe 
then all their lodes, captivities &c. A lethargy is nolelTe deadly then the meft 
tormenting difeafe. Let minifters therefore, Vy fuch forcible and quick queftions 
as this in the Text, and otheuvife, arreuie their hearas (as they once did he:e 
their dearc friends in the fweating. fickneflc, who, iffuffered to deep, dyedeer- 
taincly ) that they may awake, and recover thcmfelves out of the fr.are of the devill 
€>-c, iris well obferved by One, that the devils particulai fin is not once mentio¬ 
ned ill Cenefis, becaufe he was not to bereftored bv repentance: But the fin of 
Man is enlarged in all the circumftances. And why "this? but that he mightbe 
fcnfzble, afhamed, and penitent for his fin. They fay in philofophy, that the 
foundation of naturall life is f eeling ; no feeling, no life. And that the more quick 
and nimble the fenie of feeling is in a man, the bci ter is his conftitution. Think 
the fame of life fpirituall, and of that hidden man of the heart, as St. Pe/rr<alles 
him. 

andye run every man unto his own houfe] Or, ye take p leaf arc every man in his own 
houfe. (j. d‘ Yc are all felf-feekers, privace-fpirited perlons, ye are allforytur 
own interefL : I.kethe fnaile that feldome Airis abroad, and never, without his 
houfe upon his back: or like the Eagle, which when he flies higbeft, hathftil! 
an eye downward to the prey, that he minds to feize. In parabola ovis caprasfuas 
Tom. J*. ^ssarunt. They ferve not the Lord Jefus Chrift but their own bellyes : or if they 
fcrveChrifl, it isforgaine, as Children will not fay their prayers, unleflc wepre- 
miiethem theirbreakfafls. Jnferving him, they do but ferve thcmfelves upon 
him ; as thofc carnallCapernaitesdid loh . 6. Well might the Apofile comphmc 
as Philip, 2. 21. And Another fince, that it is his Plcafures. his Profit, and his 
Preferment, that is the naturall mans Trinity : and his carnall fclf thatisthefe in 
Unity. May he be but warm in his own feathers, he little regards the dangers of die 
houfe. He is tot us in fe, wholy drawn up into himfelf, and infenfiblc of either 
the pubhke good, or common danger .• though the watcr-potand fpeare be taken 
from the bolfter, yet he flirts not. Fair enough from St. Pauls frame of fpirit or 
f'peecb. Who is offended^ and I burn not ? farr enough from his care and cumber, 

, anxiety and foliutude for the houfe of God, and profperity of his people 2 Cor. 

Nothin 8 Ilkc tIie y 3rc to Ambroff , who was more troubled for the flare 
ot the Church, then for his own dangers ? Nothing like ALtfanctkon , of whom it 
is faid, that the mines of Gods houfe, and the miferiesof his people made himal- 
moftncglcd the death of hisniofl beloved children. True goodneffe is publike- 
rpirited though to private difad vantage : as Natqrc will venture its own particular 
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good for the generall, fo will grace much more. Heavy things will afeend to 
keep out vacuity, and preferve the Univerfe. A ftone will fall down to come to 
its own place, though it break it felf in twenty pieces. It is the ingenuity of 
faints, in all their defires and defignes to ftudy Gods ends more then their own: to 
build Gods houfe with negleft of their own, as Solomon did; to drown all felf- 
refpeds in his glory, and the publike good, as Nehemiah did: of whom it might 
be more truely faid, then the Heathen Hiftorian did of Cato, that he did Du. 

t 3 whvIv, over-love the Common-wealth, and that he did — toti genitttm fe credere tHca * ' 
mnndo, beleevehimfelf born for the benefit of man-kind. 

Verfe io, II. Therefore the heaven over Jou is flayed from rttin, Ac. ] It’s ne¬ 
ver well with man ( whofc life, is ever in f H ga, as the Philofopher hath it, and muft 
be maintained by meat, as the fire is by fuell) till God hear the heaven, and the hea¬ 
ven hear the earth, and the earth hear the corn, the wine, and the oyl, and thefe hear 
Jezrtel, Hof. 2. 21, 22. where we may fee the genealogie of thefe good creatures 
refolved into God. The earth ( chough a kind mother ) cannot open her bowels, 
and yeeld feed to the fower, and bread to the eater , if not watered from above? 

The heaven (though the ftorc-houfe of Gods good treafure, which he openeth to 
our profit and nourifliment, Deut. 28. 12 .) cannot drop down fatnefleupon the 
earth, if God clofe it up, and with-hold the feafonablc fhowres. This the very 
Heathens acknowledged in their fidions of Jupiter and Juno : and the Metapon- Strain. 
tines, having had a good harveft, confecrated jtftW 0lf©-, an harveft cut in gold, 
to their God, in the Temple at Delphos. Now, when a rabble of Rebels fhallcon- 
fpire againft God, and fight againfl him with his own weapons, as Jehu did againfl: 

Jehoram with his own men, what can He do lefle then cut them fhort ? then make 
them know the worth of his benefits by the want of them ? then call for a 
drought, ( verfe 11.) and fofor a dearth, ( which inevitably followed in thofe hot 
countreys) and confcquently for peftilence and fword, the ufuall concomitants? 

The Septuagint for drought here ( by a miftake of points) tranflate a fword. 

And in the Originall there is an elegancy paft Englifhing. Becaufe nay houfe is * 
chartb, that is, waft, therefore I have called fora choreb, a drought, or for a che- 
reb , a fword, which fhall in like fort lay your land waft, and make your houfes 
defolate: according to that is threatened, Deut. 28. and Matth. 23. 38. And 
in the very next chap, verfe 7. Chrift telleth his Apoftles that thofe refra&ary 
Jewes, and others, that rejefted Him the true Temple, in whom the Godhead dwelt 
bodily, that isEflentially (and not in clouds and ceremonies, as once between the Col. a.?; 
Cherubims, which they ufed to call Shechinah ) becaufe they loathed the heavenly 
Manna, therefore they fliould be pined with famine. They that would have none 
of the Gofpel of peace, fhould taft deeply of the miferies of warre. They that 
defpifed the onely medicine of their fouls, fliould be vificed with peftilence. The 
black horfeis ever at the heels of the red ; and the pale, of the black. Rev. 6. 4. 

As there hath been aeon junfture of offences, fo there will be of miferies: A con¬ 
flux of them abideth the negleftersof Gods Houfe, the contemners of his Gofpel. 

Vrfine tells us, that thofe that fled our of England for Religion in Queen Maries 
dayes acknowledged that that great inundation of mifery came juftly upon them, 
for their unprofitableneffe under the means of grace, which they had enjoyed in 
King Edwards dayes. Zanchy likewife tells us, that when he firft came to be Pa- 
flour at Clavenna, there fell out a grievous peftilence in that Town, fo that in feven 
tnoneths fpace, there died 1200. perfons. Their former Paftour Mainardus, that 
man of God, as he calleth him, had often foretold fuch a calamity, for their pro- Z**dj.Mifcth 
faneneffc and Popery: But he could never be beleeved, till the plague had proved LaMt " - 
him a true prophet 5 add then they remembred his words, and wiftit they had been P * 
warned by him. Let us alfo fear, left for our many and bony finnes ( as the Prophets Ara 5 
expreflionis) butefpecially, for our hatcfull and horrible contempt of hisfervants Feccataojja 
and fervices ( never the like known ) we pull upon our land Amos his famine, not of *• *. finiiu 
bread, but ( which is a thoufand-fold worfe) of hearing the words of the Lord.. 

A famine long fince foretold and feared by our Martyrs and ConfeflTours; and Am, 8.1 to 
now, if ever( if God forefend not) in procinllu to fall upon us, as the moft un¬ 
worthy. and. unthankfull people that ever the Sun of heaven beheld, or the fun of 
Chrifts Gofpel fhone upon fo fair, and fo long together. The beft way of prevend- 
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otTis previfion, and reformation: beginning at our own, as Gidi on did at his fa¬ 
thers hoiifhold, Judg. 6. 27. And the beft Almanack we canlely upon for feafo- 
nablc weather, and the lengthening of our tranquillity is our obedience to God, 
love to our neighbours, care of our ielves, &c. 

y cr f e 12. Then Zerubbabel the fonne of Shealtiel,&c.] So mighty in operati¬ 
on fo and po^erfuU is the good word of God in the mouthes of his faithfull. 
Minifters, when feconded and fee on by his holy Spirit. See for this, Efay 55*10,11. 
Jer. 23 • 28, 29. AH. 19. 20. 1 Cor. 14.24,25. Heb. 4. ia. See that JcaU cceli, 
ladder of heaven, as One calletli it, Rom. 10. 14, 15. and confiderhow mightily 
the word of God grew and prevailed in thofe primitive times. It fpreadthorow 
the world like a Sun-beam, faith Eufebiusx it was carried about into all places as 
on Eagles, or rather as on Angels wings- Athanafius of old, and Luther alate 
were ftrangely upheld and'prolpered againft a world of Oppofites to the truth they 
Mlcb Ad m preached- Fardltu gained five great cities with their territories to Chrift. How 
in vit.Faref. admirably and effectually King* Edward the fixthwas wrought upon by afermon 
of Bifhop Ridleys, touching works of charity; fee his life written by Sir John Hey- 
wood, Pag. 169, 17o,&c- Jt is the fpirit that quickeneth the feed of the word, 
and maketh it prolificall, and generative. And as in the body there are veins to 
carry the blood, and arteries to carry the fpirits chat quicken the blood ; foisit * 
with the word and fpirit in the foul. If Gods Spirit open not mans heart, the word 
cannot enter. If he illighcen not both-Org** and ObjeH, Chrift,though never fd 
powerfully preacht, is both unbent, and unkift, as the Northern jProverb hath it: 
Thew'ord lieard profited them not, becaufe not mixt with faith in them chat heard 
it Heb. 4.2- They heard it onely with the hearing of the ear, with that griftle that 
grew on the outfide of the head : whereas they ftiould have drawn up the inward 
ear to the outward, that one and the fame found might have pierced both. But 
this all that hear cannot do, becaufe all are not of God , Joh. 8. 47. and fohave 
not his ear-mark, fpirituall fenfes habitually cxercifed to difeern good and evil, 
Heb. 5. ulr. they have an heavy ear, which is a fingular judgement, Efay 
6 . 10. * 

With all the remnant of the people J i. e. The generality of the returned captives, 
followed their leaders. A remnant they are called, becaufe but few in comparifon 
of thofe many hedge-rogues Mr. Dyke calleththem, potters they are called, | Chro . 

4. 25. men of bale and low fpirits, that dwelt Bill in Babylon among plants and 
hedges; being the bafe brood of thofe degenerated Jfraelites, who when liberty 
was proclaimed for their return to Jerufalem, chofe rather to get their living by 
making pots for the king of Babylon. Thefe are ancient, or rather obfolete things, 
as j unites rendreth it, worn out and forgotten : and indeed they deferve to be ut¬ 
terly forgotten, and not written, or reckoned among the living in Jerufalem, 
Efay 4, 3, 

Obeyed the veyce of the Lord their God J with the obedience of faith: and this 
they did by the good example of their Rulers. Thus, when Crifpus the chief Ru¬ 
ler of the Synagogue beleeved, many of the Corinthians belceved alfo, AHs 18.8. 
When the kings of Judah were good or evil, the people were fo likewife. Great 
men are the looking-glaffes of their countrey : according to which, raoft men dreffe 
themfelves. ffualu Rex, tails grex. VPhy competleft thou the Gentiles, faid Pattl to 
Peter, fc. by thine example, to Judaize, Gal. 2. 14. 

and the Words of Haggai the Prophet'] whofe mouth God was pleafed to make 
ufe of. And this is added for a confirmation of the Prophets calling to the work; 
becaufe of long time before, there had been no Prophet among the people, nor any 
to tell how long, as the Church complainetb, Pfal.y4.9- 

as the Lord their God had fent him^\ Heb. according as the Lord their God had 
jent him, after the fame manner they heard, and obeyed the Prophet, as the Lord 
had fent him : they did not wrefthis words to a wrong fence: nor did thcyque- 
ftion his Commifiion; but receiving it as the word, not of man, but of God, 
they fee forthwith upon the work, yeelding as prompt and prefent obedience, as 
if God with his own mouth had immediately fpoken to them from heaven. 

and the people did fear before the Lord J as if He himfelf had been vifibly pre¬ 
fent in his own perfon. So Saint Peters bearers, AHs 10. 55. Now therefore, 125 
. they, 
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they we ~are all here prefent before God, to hear all things commanded thee of God , 

If voun« Samuel had known that it was the Lord that called him once and again, 
he woulcfnot have returned to his bed to ficep. If men were well perfwaded that 
the God of heaven befpeaks them by his faithfull Mnifters, they would nor give 
way to wilfull wandrings,. but hear as for life, and fear to do any thing unworthy of 
fucha prefence: they would work out their faivation with fear and trembling, yea 
work hard at it, as afraid to be taken with their task undone. They that fear the pfM 
Lord will keep his covenant, faith David. Fear God and keep his command, ments, Ecc ‘j cf J 2 3 
faith Solomon. And, in every nation he that fearcth God and wori^th righteotsfKcjfc, 
ts accepted of him , faith Peter , A Els I o. 3 5. 

Verfe J 5. Then fpake Haggai the 'Lords me feager] Or, Angel. See the Note 
Oil Mai. I. 1. Then fpeaks ] Namely on the four and twentieth day cf the rsomth , 
asitisinthe la ft. verfe: untill which day they had been building, for three weeks 
together. But Governotir Tatnai and his complices came upon them, and difeou- 
ra«ed the people, and hindred the work, Ezra 5.3. Jt was but needful! therefore, 
that Gods command fhould be repeated, and a fpeciall promife added, I am with 
you, faith the Lord. Where we may well take up chat of Tally concerning Brutus 
his Laconicall Epiftlc, dm multa , cjudm panels ! I10W much in a little. 1 am 
with you, faith the Lord , you need not therefore fear, what man can do unto vou.^ 

God is Allf{efficient to thofe that arc Altogether his. See zCkron. 15. 2. The cant.2.15 
Church is called \eUvah Slammah, that “is, Tl’e Lord is there , Ez.cl^. 48. 35. 

God ts in the middeft of her . (bee lball not be moved, Pfal. 46. 5. Immot.i master, 
may better be her Motco, then Venice's. She is furely invincible, Zach. 12.5, 6,7. 
as havin« a mighty Champion, even the holy One of Traci: and this makes her 
\ though but a Virgin) to laugh to feornher proudeft enemies: yea, to her 
head, at them, Efay 37. 23, 23 as rather to be piried then envied. There Were they 
in great fear , ( faith David , of the Churches enemies ) for why ? God is in the gene¬ 
ration of the righteous , Pfal. 14. Hence thofe Philiftims were fo woc-hegone, 1 Sam. v 

4. 7. And the Egyptians no lefle, Exod. 14. 25. Let us flee, fay they, from the 
face of ifrael, for the Lord fighceth for them. What lball wee then (ay to thefe 
thincs ? faich Paul, ( who had often heard when he was in the enemies hand, Fear 
not lam with thee ) If God be for us, who can be againft us ? who dare be fo fool¬ 
hardy ? fo ambitious of his own deflrudion ? Hath ever any waxed fierce agaivtji 
God and profbered ? Job 9.4. Where is Pharaoh, Nero, Nebuchadnezzar, 3 ic ? 

Wasitfafe for thefe, or any any other to provoke the Lord to anger? were they 
ftronger then he ? Oh that men would ( according to Solomons c ounfeil J meddle 
with their match, and not contend with him that is mightier then they ! Can God ^ 
be with his people, and fee them abufed to his face? Will they force the Queen “■ 
alfo before him in the houfe? Willthey, Giant- like, fight againft God ? will they 
needstouchthe apple of his eye, that tend ereft piece of the tendcrcft part? Will 
they invade his portion, plunder him of his jewels, pull the fignet from his right 
hand ? Surely God is fo with his people, that as he takerh notice of the lead: cour- • 
tefie done to them to reward it, ( even to a cup of cold water) fo of the ieafi; a*- 
front or offence to revenge it, be it but a frown, ora frump, Gen. 4. 6. Num. 1 z. 
io.- 5 Better a mil ft one were bang'd, dec. Better anger all the witches in the coun¬ 
trey then one of Gods zealous witnefles, Rev. 1 1. 5. Death cannot hurt them, 

Pfal 23. 3. Hell could no more hold them (the pains of hell gat hold on David, 
but he was delivered, Pfal. 116.3-) then the Whale could hold 5W : It muft 
needs render them up*again, becaufe God is with them. Now I had rather be in 
hell ( faid Luther ) with God, then in heaven without him, and it were far fafer 

^Vcrfe 14. And the Lord ftirred up the fpirit of Zerubbabel, Src.l Here's the 
Appendix of the foregoing feirmon, whereof we have heard but the brief Notes. 

That one word, I am with you, feconded and fee on by Gods holy Spirit, fet them 
all awork. How forcible are right Words? One. feafonable truth falling on a j ob 6.25 
prepared heart, hath oft a ftrong and fweet operation, fc. when God is pleafed to 
work with it, and make it effeftuallthis, man cannot do, no more then the hul- 
band-man can make dnharveft. The Weapons of our warfare are mighty, through 2 cor.io.4 
God, to the pulling down of ftrong-holds. Luther having heard Staupictus lay, chat 
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that is kindly repentance which begins from the love of God, found from that 
time forward the praftife of repentance far fweecer to him then before. Galeae 's us 
Caracciolus, an Italian MarquefTe, was converted by an apt fimilitude ufed by 
Peter Martyr, reading on the firft Epiftleto the Corinthians. Dr. Tay lour. Mar¬ 
tyr, blefled God, that ever he became fellow-prifoner to that Angel of God, (as he ■ 
called him )fohn Bradford. Senarclasss (in his Epifile to Bsteer, prefixed before the 

hiftory of the death of John Diarists, flain by his own brother, as Abel was, for re¬ 
ligions fake) I remember, faith He, when he and I were together at' Nctoburg, the 
day before his (laughter, he gave me a great deal of grave and gracious counfell, 
£ go verb i Hitts oratione fie incendebar ■ Ht cum earn different cm audinvt, Spirit us 
Santti verba me audire exiftimarem, i.e. I was fo ftirredupwith his difcourfe,- as 
if I had heard the Holy Ghoft himfelf fpcaking unto me j fo fervent was he, and 
full of life • for he firft felt what he fpake, and then fpake what he felt. So (hould 
all do, that defire tofpeakto purpofe; and then pray to God, as for a door of 
utterance, fo for a door of entrance to be opened unto them fuch as St. P*#/had 
to the heart of Lydia, and as Bifhop Ridley had to the heart of good King Ed», 6 . 
whereof before. 

and they came and did jrork,] The Goverr.ours alfo, by overfeeing others, and 
ruling the bufineffe by their diferetion. Where Gods glory and the common good 
is concerned, all forts rauft fet to their helping hand. 

Verfe 15. In the four and twentieth day See the Note on verf. 13. The time 
is diligently noted, to teach us to take good note of the moments of time, wherein 
matters of moment have been, by Gods help, begun, continued, and perfeded’in 
the Church. This will be of Angular ufe, both for the increafe of faith, and of good 
affedion in our hearts. 
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Verfe 1. 'T N the feventh moneth, in the one and twentieth day of the moneth’] This 
1 is the Preface to the fourth fermon, as fome reckon it: noting the exaft 
time when it was delivered. See the Notes on chap. 1.1. and 15. 

came the word of the Lord~\ This he often incuicateth, to fee forth the truth of his 
calling, and validity of hiscommiffion. See the Note on chap.i.ver.^. 

by the Prophet Haggai J Heb. by the hand of the Prophet. See the Note on Mol. 

.1. z. 

Verfe 2. Speaks now to Zerubbabel , &c. ] The better to hearten them on in the 
work, the prophet is fent again to them, with a like mefiage as before. Note here. 

1. That there are none fo forward for God and his work, but may Hand in necd of 
continual! quickening: there being more fnares and back biaffes upon earth, then 
there are ftarres in heaven: and the good gift of God having fo much need of 
lighting up : For, like a dull fea-coal-fire, if it be not now and then blown, or ftir- 
red up, though there be no want of fuell, yet will of it felf at length dye and go 
out. Bcfides that, every inch, every artery of our bodies, if it could, would fwell 
withheiii(hvenomecothebigne(Teof the hugeft Giant, that <it might make refin¬ 
ance to the work of Gods fandifyirig Spirit. Let us therefore conftder one another , 
and ftudy every man his brothers cafe, to fibre up, or whet on to love and good 
work*. God will not forget this our labour of love, but abundantly both regard 
and reward it, MaLi. \6. See the Notes there. 2. That continuall preaching 
, makes men continue in well-doing. Therefore it was, that Barnabas was fent to 
Antioch, Alls 11. 22,23. who, when he came and had feen the grace of God was 
glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpofe of heart they would cleave unto 
the Lord. And lienee alfo it was, that Paul and Barnabas ( chap. 14. zi.) re¬ 
turned again to Lyftra, and to Iconium, and Antioch, confirming the fouls of 
the difciples, and exhorting them to continue in the faith, &c. And ordaining 
Preachers every where for that very purpofe, for the increafe of their knowledge, 
for che ftrengchcning of their faith, for the help of their memories, and for the 

quickening 


quickening of their affeftions. Gutta cavat lap idem ,. non vi fed [apt cadendo. Gods 
tender plants need be often watered, thac.they may fpring and fprout. . Plant as ttneU 

and to the refidue of the people] Non enim facris Eleafiniis, qua in vulgusfpargi l** frequent ms 
nefas erat fimilia frnt oracula Dei, faith an interpreter here- Gods oracles are a . da J uaT *k T °- 
not to be hid from the common fort, as Sibyllas were, and as the popifti Dodoiirs 
hold, left men (hould be made hereticks thereby, that is, right beleevers. It is 
herefy, faith One of them to read the feriptures. It was the invention of the de- GT > nM,t 

vill, faith Another. An husbandman reading the feriptures was poffeft, faith a 
third. It is not ncedfull for the common fort to know more of Gods mind then the 
Articles of the Creed,faith AquinasJ&ellarmine Scc.lohn Barclay in his Parcnefisyn.- 
cufingthc church of Rome foi taking away the feriptures from the Vulgar, faith 
thus, Sed de his quoque providit Ecclcfa concionibus, in quibus Evangelia referun- 
tur&c. Butforthis, the Church hath made fufficicnt provifion by appointing 
Sermons to be made upon the Gofpels for the day, and by permitting books of 
devotion wherein much ufe is made of che holy Scriptures. And for the hiftori- 
call part of the old Teftament, faith he, men may read Iofepbus his Antiquities, 
where it is fet down more plaincly and plentifully then* in the Bible &c. But I am 
weary of raking in this foule channel. 

Verfe 3. fVho is left among ftyou that / aw this houfe in her firfi glory ? ] Somcfuch 
there wereanaongft them ( as is here implyed ) and thefe muft needs be very old, 
fixfcorc atleaft, fome fay more. Zorobabel might well be one of thefc; for he 
wasa ebiefetaine in thefirftyecre of Cyrus, Ezra 2,. 2. And fehojhuah the high- 
Prieft might be another: for he came out of Babylon, with Zorobabel at the fame 
time Esjra 2. 22. We fee by experience, that mens lives are daily fhortened. Na- 
turall reafons whereof may be thefe. 1. Untimely marriages. 2. Cloying our bo- 
dyeswith variety ofmeates, and fo digging our owngraves with our own teeth. 

3. Much cafe and delicacy. The fupernatarall reafoqinay be, that fo the world 
may fooner come to an end. God maketh haft to have the number of hisEled 
fulfilled, and therefore difpatchcth away the generations, ftiorteoeth life for his 
Eleds fake, fetcheth home his pilgrims, makes their dayes few though evill ( Gen. 

49. ) takes them away from the evill to come &c. death being to them arumna^um Bern . x 

requies ( as Chaucers Motto was ) yea japua vita , porta edit, the day-break of eter- * 4 

nail brightnefi’e. ' • . . . , ■ 

and how do ye fee it nor* ? J It is a part of old mens prudence rightly to compare 
things long fincepaft with things prefent, and fo to conjedurc at things to come. 

Thus the prudent perfon,by difeourfe ofreafon, forefeetb <*n evill and hideth himfelf, 
when the yongfoolc pajfeth on and is punified. 

is it not in your eyes] that is in your thoughts; for God caketh notice ofthe 
inward workings of the heart 1 Sam. 16. 7. Pfal. 139. 2. 1 King, 8. 39. For 
he made the heart, and muft therefore know all that is in it: as a watch-maker 
knowesall the wheels and motions of the watch. He alfo will bring every fccrec 
thing into judgement Eel if. 12. 14. Therefore thought is not free ( as foolifti folk 
dote 1 cither from the notice of his eye ( he had foon found out thefe Jews, when 
they did but defpife the day of [mall things in their hearts Zach . 4. to. ) or from 
the ccnfurc of his mouth Heb. 4. 12, 13. Rom . 7. 14. (the law is fpiritualland 
meets with involuntary motions to fin, ver, 7.) Orlaftly, from the ftrokc of his 
hand which isamighry hand 1 Pet. 5. 6 . and falls very heavy Dent. 29. 19/ 
even for a root of bitterneffe, as it is there, for vainc thoughts ler. 4. 14. how 
much more for mikhievous, niurtberous, covetous, vainglorious and adulterous 
thoughts It were good therefore to write upon walles and windowes (yea 
would it were written upon the tables of our hearts) that (hort Motto , which as 
fhort as it is, yet our memories are (hotter, Cave , Dens 't/td«.Takcheed,God looks 
on: for he is omniprefentand omnifeienc.' 

is it r,ot its your eyes in com par if on as nothing ? 1 A meer Non-ens or nullity ? not 
fit to be named in the lame day with the former Temple ? For, firft Cyrus appoin¬ 
ted the full proportion ofthis fecond Houfe, the height thereof threcfcore cubites,. , ■ ' 

and the brtdduhercofthrecfcorecubices£*rrf. 6. 3. which was but one half (o 
bigas Solomons Temple, Herod indeed, to curry favour with the Jews ( which LibM.Ant. 
yet would never be ) built upon. Solomons foundation, and beftowed a great deale c*p. 14. 
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oAn Expoftion on Chap.z. 

of coft, if we maybelecve Iofephus. Butfo could not thefc Jews do, that retur¬ 
ned from Babylon: for they were ( fccondly ) but few, and thofe alfo poor, and 
though helped both by Cyrus and Darias , yet they were glad to build the Temple 
of common ftone, and unpolifhed, nothing like thofe precious carved ftonea 
wherewith Solomon built i King. 6. Thirdly, God hereby would draw theis 
minds from the legall ceremonies and lervices ; the Sun of righteoufnefle being 
now ready to arife upon them, the day-fpring from on high to vifit them. How- 
beit, becaufe they could not have fo glorious a Temple as the former, they flight¬ 
ed it in their thoughts,and would have negleded it: Lcarne hence, That men na¬ 
turally account as nothing of Gods fervice, if not accompanied with outward 
pompe and fplendour. The lfraelitesin the wilderneile would needs have a calf 
( as the Egyptians had ) made of their Jew els and ear- rings. Jeroboam would have 
two, and thofe of gold. Nebuckadne^kr dedicated a golden image with all man¬ 
ner of mufick Ban. 3. The people wept when the foundation ot this Temple was 
laid Ez.ra 3. rz. becaufe nochiog fo magnificent as the former. And chePaptfh 
explode our religion in comparifon of theirs, becaufe nothing fo pompous and 
plaufible to the rude people, whom they deceive with apifh toyes and trinkets, 
fliewes and pageants. In their petition to King James they pleaded for their reli¬ 
gion, that it was more pleafmg then ours, and more agreeable to nature. John 
Hunt a Roman Catholike in his humble appealc to King fames thus blafphemcth: 
The God of the Proteftantsis worfe then Pan God of the clownes, which can 
endure no ceremonies nor good manners at all. Many, like children, like that 
book bell, that hath moil baby cs in it: neither will they eate their milk, but in a 
golden difh. This proccedes from a blind undemanding and carnal! affedtion. 
The Church in its infancy was indeed with fhewej and fhadowes: but now God* 
requires a reafonable f?rvice, he calls for fpirit and truth. 

Verfe 4. Tet no\x> be ftrong® Zerubbabel &c.] Here he exhorteth all ranks, 
firft to good A jfecl ion. Be prong or of a good courage : Secondly to good A Elion, 
fVcrk^y or Be doing : for afte&ion without aftion is like Rachel, beautifull, but bar¬ 
ren. Be ftrong fo as to prevaile and carry on the fervice, all difeouragements not- 
withftanding. Thofe that will ferve God in the maintenance of good caufes muft 
be couragious and rcfolute 1 Cor. 16. ij. For other wife, they (hall never be 
able to withftand the oppolition that will be made either from carnall reafon with¬ 
in, or the World and Dcvill without, for want of this fpirituall mettle, this fu- 
pernaturall ftrength,this fpirit of power tfleve^nd of a found mind , a r <w . 4 . 7 .oppo- 
fed to the fpirit offearc that cowardly paflion that unmans us, and expeftoratcrh 
and expofeth us to fundry both fins and fnares: when he that trufteth in the Lord 
fhall be fafe Prov. 29. 2$. Here then that we faulter not, budge not, betray not 
the caufe of God, nor come under his heavie difpleafure, who equally hatethchc 
timerousand the treacherous ; Ut us 1. Be armed with true faith:for, Fidesfamem non 
formidat , faith quellcthand killeth diftruftfiillfearc. 2. Get the heart fraught with 
the truefeare of God : for as one fire, fo onefearc drives out another Mat. 10. 
28. 1 Pet. 5. 13, 14. 1. Get and keep a clearing, chearing confcience: for that 
fcareth no colours, as we fee in St. Paul, Athanafiusy Luther , Latimer, and 
other holy Martyrs and ConfcfTours. 4. Think on Gods prefence, as here. Be 
ftrong, and be doing, for J am with you. Though David walk thorough the vale 
of the fhadow of death, that is of death in its moft hideous and horrid reprefenta- 
tions, he will not feare : For why ? thou art with me, faith He Pfal 23. 3 4. 
Dogs and other creatures will fight ftoutly in their Matters prefence. 5. Confider 
your high and heavenly calling and lay, Shall fuch a man at I fly <frc ? Either change 
.thy name or be valiant , faith Alexander to a fouldier of his that was of his own 
name but a coward. Laftly look u Pi as St. Steven did, to the recompenceof 
reward, fteale a look from glory, as Mofes Heb. 11. help your felves over, 
the difficulty of fuffering together with Chrift, by confidering the happineffe of 
raigmng together. Thus be of good courage, or deale couragioufly and God Jhall be 
Kith the good, as Iebofapkat told bis Judges when to go their circuit. 

and work. ] Good affetftions muft end in good aftions, elfe they arc fcarce found, 
but much to be fufpeded. Good wifhes ( and no more ) may be found in hels 
mouth Num. 23. Orphah had good attentions, but they came to nothing. God 
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wasm than a fo there followed the jerfer mm cc A fcLg" 

rmmem cxopvcMMc^r'im, Good affeftionsareill bellowed noon fhe' 

fhould lie alwaiesat rode, but launch out into the deep. God likefnot q'ua^v 
Chnftians, good by fits, as Wfeemed to be when Davids hnocencyriuVohed 
m hiscoufcicncf, or as Ephraim, whofe duties were dough-baked and F a 

neJTc was as the morning-dew cJ'r. ^ ftedfaft J 

.* the workjf the Lord. Stick not at any part of it : difficulty doth but Let on H? 
ro,ck Spirits as a boule that runs down hill is not hugged, but quickened ftv a robin' 
theway. If this beto be vile. He be yet more vile, 1 S^. 6 

treat m o„n,«»> BeforeZernhUMthouthalt become Zach.4.7. A a d f e 

th "-- f-r^Prc, ff b 

for I om with yon [rtith the Lord. of heftt] By a twofold prefchce. 1. of helo 
and abidance, a. Of love and acceptance. Ofthefirft.fecrW i. w /ei,w,th 
the note there. Tbe fecond feems here intended. The Tews were noore v 4' rwi 
aflbreth them they had his love. Sohadthe Church 

thy poverty, but thats nothing, thou art rich, rich in reverfion rich in bils and hond<- 
yea rich in pofleljion,or All n theirs, they hold all in ctrp„e\ they hive rnlenfv' 
a . propriety m things of greateft price: for they have God All-faffidrat for S 
portion, for their proteftion, with,on, faith he, and that's enough tha* able 

iheTaXizt 3 " 5 ' f W ^ tr< ? e T’ J aSWefee often, bu! tfpeciallyc 

Wh , erewl " n he bad loft all, a nd his life alfo was in fufpeice.thc 
I ext faith, he comforted or encouraged himfelfe in the Lord his God i Sam an /?• 
whereas W in like cafe, goes^rft to the witch, and then to tim fwordiTofot A 
godly man,ifany occafion of difconcent befals him,retires himfelfe into his countinp- 
houfe, and there tells over his fpmtual treafure : he rnns to his cordials he reviws 
jus white ftone, his new name {better then that offonnes and of daughters If ay* 6.x ) 
he hath meat to eat that the world knoweth not of, the ftranger meddleth not with Rer ‘ ? * 
hisjoy rmsulecythoshabctinmalis. Tuaprofesaia, Dominc, LaurenZp^crl 

/ a,th a FaCherj Tb J P refence 0 L <*d made the very gridiron 
fweet to the mat tyr Laurence. It made the fiery furnace a gallery ofpteafure to the 
three worthies, the lions den an houfe of defence to Daniel, die whaJ belliA 6'dn 

wnhtrsTnm r C h° E P* t an harbour ’ a ^nftuary to the child Jefus&c. Hegofs 
with hts into the fire and water, as a tender father goeth with his child to the fur 
geon. Neverthclefle^ faith David, lam continually with thee, thou haft h^n 
ZITZfjn? Thou (bait guide me with thy cottnfcl: and tft^ards LZte 

, iT y x?A V,t A hj, ° H \ th atis,Iwzll accept your worfhfps, though in this 
meaner temple. If God may have the fubftance of worfhip, hee ftands not much 24 ‘ * 

her, t CirCuratonc '- Tbc ficl£ may F»y upon their beds, the perfecuced in chanf- 
bers, AEts 1. yea in dens and caves of tbe earth , Heb. 11.38. The Church in Queen 
^,«dayes met and prayed ofc tbgcthtrin a cellar in Bow-church-yard, ftwas 

iemo WS °f tbe cwdve m Rime. Ad. dives adttxto cafte, fia.trna aithi- M - & M‘i. 

obedience TsZTiAltl ^ ^r.^thoud,dfl dcl i rc{v ,l m’/omparifon of 

nMXhefuhft n fT°Tl u\ a ^ ea God ’ th ' : V the circumftlnce, 

sldn l^eD ^b^kthe^^flu ^ ftiek m the bark of religion,gnabblc on the ftiel offer the 
Tcf j \ God withIhewesj&Ihall befervedaccordingly. 

{ J' to the w>rd] Or, as rrcwc« w hath it better, C«»»r£ ABa 

wttbtb'ivo RD, in andfor whom 1 covmmcd withyou, 

Trirrira 'Vu™ ‘ ,mon V‘ K - And fo it is a gracious promife that the whole 

Trinity will be with them. The particle r,h feemeth*'put for \«ir, v and the Si* 
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He is emphatic*!, {hewing chat by Word is meant the fecond perfon, often called the 
Word both in the Old Teftamenc, 2 Sam. 7- 21. with 1 Chron. 17.19. and in the 
New. Luke i,2. Johm.i. i John 5. 7. The Caldeefcemeth to favour this in¬ 
terpretation, for he rendreth it. My Word [hall be your help. Hierome, Albertus,Nyf- 
fen, and IIay mo diflent riot. Haggai, and other Prophets and Pacriarches of old 
did well underftand the rfcyftery of the Sacred Trinity. See my note on Gen. j. 1. 
Eliha fpeaks of the Almighty his makers Job. 35.10. Solomon the fame Ecclrf. 12. 
Cant. i. 11. which Jarcht incerpreteth of the Trinity. Jfiy hath his Trifttgion , or. 
Holy, Holy, Holy, chap. 6. 3. and chap. 42. 5. 7 has faith God the Lord, He that 
treated the heavens, and they that ft retched them out. So Deut. 6 . 4. When Afojes be- 
ginnech to rehearfe the law, and to explain it, the firft thing lie tcacheth them is the 
Trinity in Unity and Unity in Trinity. Hear O Jfrael , the Lord our God, the Lord is 
One. Three words anfwering the three perfons .* and the middle word. Our God 
deciphering fitly the fecond, who affumed our nature as is well obferved by Ga.lati- 
nns : Others obferve that the laft letters in the Original both in the word Hear , and 
in the word One are bigger then ordinary ; as calling for utmoft heed and attention. 
The old Rabbines were no Grangers to this tremend myftery (as appeareth by R. 
Solomons notion Cant. i. 1 1. We will make See.) though their pofterity defperately 
deny it. The Greek Church was not fo found in this fundamental point: therefore 
their chief City C onftantinople was taken from them by the Jurkj (as Eft: us obfer- 
veth) on Whitfunday or (as others) on Trinity Sunday j which day (faith our 
Chronicler) the Black.Prince was ufed every year to celebrate with the greateil: 
Spetd. 723. honour that might be, in due veneration of fo divine a myftery. Now, Chrift is 
here and elfewhere called The Word either becaufeheeis fo often promifed in the 
Word. Or elfe, becaufe by him Gods will was manifefted and revealed to men, 
and that either mediately in the Prophets, whence ‘Teter Martyr chinketh chat 
plirafe came. Then came the Word of the Lord, that is, Urn ft. Or immediately, him- 
fclfe, Iieb. 1. 2. and 2. 3. 

That I covenanted with yotfl\ Or, in whom I covenanted and whence Chrift is called 
the Angel of the Covenant, Mai. 3.1. Chrift: then was a Saviour to thofe of the 
Rev. 13.8. Old Teftament alfo, the Lamb flam from the foundation of the World. Chrift under¬ 
took to pay his peoples debt in the fullneffe of time : and hereby they were laved. 
A man may let a prifoner loofenow, upon a promife to pay the debt a year after. 
Sec Heb. 915- and take notice of the unity of the faith in both Teftamcntsthey 
of old faw Chrift afarre off in the promifes, they faluted him, and wererefaluted by 
ds-mAu-.vtt, him, Heb. 11. 

When ye came out of Egypt'} 7 V,rhat is, your anceftours. Tilings done by the parents 
may be laid to be done by the children; becaufe of the near conjunction that is 
between them. Hence Levi is laid to pay tithes in 'Abraham, an d Adams linne is 
Heb. 7. imputed to us all. 

So my fpirit remaineth amcngfl youj Not thefubftance;. blit the gifts of the Spirit; 
not the tree, but the fruits. Thofe whom God receiveth into the covenant of 
grace, he endues them with the fpirit of grace. See 8.9. 11 . How elfe fliould 
they be able to perform their part of the Covenant, fith we cannot fo much asjhfpi- 
rare , unlefle he doe firft infpirare , breath out a figh for finne,ttli lie breath it in to us 
by bis Spirit ? Hereby then we may know whether or no we are in Covenant with 
God (the Devill will be fure to fweep all that are not) ft . if his fpirit remain in us 
Jer. 31.35, working illumination, 10.2.14.15. Mortification, %gm. 8. 13. 
Motion, %em. 8.14. Guifts, 1 Cor. 12.4,7,8.&c. FruitsGvz/. 5.2:. 23.(Length, 
Efay 11.2. Courages, as here. 

Fear yenot\ Cur timet hominem homo, in (inu Dei pofirus > why ftiould (uch fear 
man who have God in Chrift by his Spirit Handing with them and for them ? The 
righteousmay be bold as a lyon hehath the peace of God within him, and the 
power of God without him and fo goes ever under a double guard, what need he 
fear ? It is faid of Achilles that he was Stygc armatiu, and therefore could not bee 
wounded. But he that is in covenant with God is, Deo , (fhnfto. Spirits S.mclo ar- 
matus, and may therefore befearleffe of any creature. 

Verfe 6. For thus faith the Lord of hops} i. e. the three perfons in Trinity, as ap¬ 
peareth by the note on the former verfe. Howbeitthe Author to die Hebrews 
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chap- 12.25.26. applyeth the words to Chrift: whence obferve, that Chrift is 
Lord ofhofts, and God Almighty : even the fame fecond perfon chat is called had' 
dabhar the Word in the former verfe, is very God. Compare John 1 . 3. with Col. 

1. 14. 16. and John 1. 9. with John 8.12. and John 1. 11. with Acts 3. 13.14.&C. 

Sec thole cohxrencies offentcnces, John 9.3.4. and r i. 4.and 12.39.40. befidcs 
the A poftlcs argument Heb. 1.4. That one Gofpel written by St. John , who was 
therefore called the Divine by an excellency (as afterwards Naztanz^n alfo was) be¬ 
caufe be doth profeffedly aflert and vindicate the Divinity of Chrift (ever ftrongly 
impugned by the Devill and bis agents, thofe odious Apoftates and herecicks anci¬ 
ent and moderneAnd no wonder, for it is the Rock, Mat. 16.18.) fetting him 
forth, 1. as coeflcntial to the Father his onely begotten fonne.Jobn 1.T4. One 
with the Father in efience and power, John 10.30. 38. and 14.23. 2. As having 
the incommunicable names and attributes of God IohnS. 58, and 20.28. Etcrnicy 
John 1.1. and 17. 5. Infiniteneffe, John 3.13. Omnifcience, John 2. 24. and 21. 

27. 3. As doing the works of God, fuch as are Creation, John 1. 3. Confervatioh, 

John 5.17- 3. miracles &c. 4. As taking to himfelfe divine Worth ip, John 9. 38! 
and 20.28. and 14.1. This truth men mult hold faft, as their lives, and be rooted 
in it: getting ftrong reafons for what they beleeve. The fecond ground wanted 
depth of earth ; The feed was good, and the earth was good, but there was not e- 
noughofit; therefore the heat of the fun fcorcht it up. Chrift is here called the 
Lord of Elofts , and the Lord of glory, Jfay 6. 1. with John 12.41. Jam. 2. 1. 

Tet once it is a little while &c.J dime ttnum pstftllnm. This little little while, this 

inch of time, was the better part of five hundred years, via., till Chrift came in the Gaiatin. lii.4. 
flclh, Heb. 12. 26. the Jew-Dodours fay no leffe. A long time to us is but a cap 9,to. 
little while to God. A thoufand years is but as one day to the cMncien: of dayes. 

His Prophets alfo, being lifted up in fpirit to the confideration of eternity, count 
and call all times ( as indeed they arc in comparifon ) moments, and points of time, 

VtinSlum eft eyaod vivimtts, & pttntto minus, could the Poet fay ; What is that to D HaIi 
the Infinite ? faid a certain Noble-man of this Land to one, difeourfing of an in- Fear.in, ■ 
cident matter very conftderable, but was taken off with this quick Interrogation. 

So fay we to our felves, when under any aftfidion, we begin to think long of Gads 
coming to deliver us. What is this to Eternity of extremity, which yet we have 
deferved ? Tantillum , t ant ilium, adhuc puft/lnm. Yet a very little while, and lice 
that (hall come, will come, and will not tarry; as in the Interim , the juft muft 
live by faith, Heb. 10.37. Gods help feems long, becaufe wcarefriort. Wcare 
(horc-breathed, (hort-fighted, apt to antedate the promifes, in regard of the ac- 
complifhment. We alfo oft find it more eafie to bear evil, then to wait till the pro¬ 
mifed good be enjoyed. Thofe belecving Hebrews found by experience, that the 
fpoilingof their goods exercifed their patience: but flaying Gods levfure for the 
good things he had promifed them, required more then ordinary patience, or tar- 
riance, Heb. 1 o. 36. Take we heed of preferring to the Almighty, of limiting the 
Holy One of lfrael, of fetting him a time, with thofe Bechulians. 

and I will [hake the heavens J Not the earth onely , as at the giving of the 
Law, (topurchafe reverence to the Law-giver) but the heavens alfo-. vH x by the 
powerfull preaching of the Gofpel, whereby Satan was feen falling from heaven, 

Luke 10. 18. that is, from mens hearts; and the Saints Jet together in heavenly 
places, or priviledges in Chrift Jejus, Ephef. 2. 6. For he that hath the Son , hath 
life, hee hath heaven aforehand. 1. Jn pretio. 2* In promijfo. 3. In pri- «Joh5.i*. 
minis. Here then the Prophet encourageth thefe builderstelling them that un¬ 
der this fecond Temple, how mean foever it feemed, he would firft fend Chrift, 

( called the Defer.e of all Nations, verf. 7. and Peace, verf. 9. with Ephef. 2. 14.) 
to grace it with his. prefence. Secondly, he would caufe the Gofpel to.be preached 
in a pompous and powerfull manner. 1 will fljake, -Che. Shake them, to fettle 
them, not to ruine them, but to refine them, (hake their hearts with fenfeof fin, 
and fear of wrath, that they may truly feek Chrift. For the Law was given by Mo- 
fes, but grace and truth came, by Jefus Chrift , Job. 1. 17. And the end of this uni- 
verfall flake, was to (hew faith Chryfofttme, that the old la w was to be changed Hom.x 4. in 
into the New, Mofes into Mefftas, the Prophets into Evangelifts, Judaifme, and ^atth. 
Gentilifme into Chriftianifme. When Chrift was born, we know how Herod was 
S f 3 troubled. 



troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Matt. 2.3. What a quire of Angels was 
heard in die air at Bethlehem* and what wondering there was ac cbofe things 
which were told them by the (hepherds, Luke 2.18. Euftbius tells of three Suns 
feen in heaven not long before his birth. Orofius tels of many more prodigies. The 
Pfalmift foretelling our Saviours coming in the flefti, breaks out into this joyful! 
exclamation ; Let the heavens rrjoyce , and let the earth be g lad : Ic: 1 he fea roar and 
the julneffe thereof. Let the field be \ojfuil, and all that is therein : then fitaU all the 
trees of the Wood rrjoyce before the Lord , for he cometh, for he cometh to judee 
the earth : be fisall judge the World with r'ighteoufneffe, and the people With truth 
Lib.18.dcC. T fal.96. 11, 12, 13. and Pfal. 987,8,9. This 1 know is by fome (but not fo pro- 

D. cap. 48. perly ) underftood of Chrifts fecond coming to judgement. And both Auguftin 

and Rupertus conftrue this text alfo the fame way- But the whole fheam of In¬ 
terpreters, old and new, carry it againft them : and fome of them tell us of fuudry 
ftrange, and ftupendious commotions, that fell ouc even according to the letter, in 
heaven, earth,and fea,abouc the time of Chrifts birtb,deach, refurrc&ion, and foon 
after his Afcenfion, when he rode abbut the world up on his white horje, the Apo- 
ftles and their fuccelfours; with a crown on his head, as King of his Church, and 
Pfcl.45.4- a bowe in * lis hand, tilc of the Gofpe), whereby the people fall under 

him, and he went forth conquering and to conquer, Rev. 6. 2. 

h erf 7. And I will fhake all Nations j Fit ft, by the civil warres between the 
Triumviri , not long before Chrifts Incarnation. Secondly, by the generall taxe, 
Luke 2. 3. when all went to be taxed every one into his own city. Thirdly, by 
the preaching, and miraciesof Chriftand hisApoftles, whereby the Nations were 
fliakenout of their finfull condition, and brought to the obedience of faith by ef- 
fcduall converfion. Thus a Lapidc, 1 Will pjaky all Nations with wonder at io 
great a myftery, with joy and with ncwnclfe of life, faith Sa. The Gofpel ( faith 
. Forbes on Revet. 14. ) hath three degiccs of operation in the hearts of men. Firft, 
it falleth to mens ears, as the found of many waters, a confufed found, which 
commonly bringeth neither terrour nor joy : but yec a wonderipg and acknow¬ 
ledgement of a ftrange force, and more then humane power. Mar. 1. 22,23. Luke 
4.32. Job. 7.46. This may be in the.reprobate, Aft. 13.41. The fecond effect 
is the voice of diunder, which brings not onely wonder, but fear. This may alfo 
be in a reprobate, as Felix. The third effed, proper to the Eled, is the found of 
harping ; while the Gofpel, not onely ravifheth with admiration, and fliakech the 
conference with terrour, but alfo filleth ic with ftveet peace and joy. Hitherto He. 
Certain it is, that the Gofpel makech a ftirre where it cometh, and brings an earth¬ 
quake to mens fouls, as it did to the Gaolers, AEls 16. and Peters converts, A El. 2. 
And this partly through the frowardncfTe of our affections, and partly through the 
malice of Satan, fearing the ruine of his kingdome. For, asfo. the Gofpel this 
effed followes it, by accident. Sec Matth. 10. 34,55. with the Note there.’ See 
alfo Luke 12.49. Itisby accident to the Sun, rhacit maketh the dunghill ftink.Jc 
is by accident to the Sea, that it maketh the paflengcr Tick : the ill humours in his 
ftomack difeafe him, So here: And the Dcfire of all N*tion S 'p>all come 1 that is 
ClmJ* , fotfothcApoftk expounded) it, Hct>. \z. 15. And the Church faith ot’ 
lib. 14. epifl.2. fetus tpfe de/iderta. Cant. 5. 1 6. he is all-over defireabie. And again, E/ay 

ad uxor. & 26,9. fVith my foul have I defined thee in the night, jea With my fpirit within me 

film. will / feck, thee early. And unto Shiloh ft all the gathering of the people bee, faith 

Jacob, Gen. 49. 10. asunto the Standard-bearer, Cant . 5. 10. the carafe? Afar. 
24. 28. as the doves fcourto their columbaries, E fay 60. 8. tv hen lam lifted up > 
faith He, I wilt draw all men after me, Joh. 13. 32. that is, all mine Fdcd : thefc 
will follow the Lamb whitherfotver he goeth , as the hop and Heliotrope do the Sun. 
And becaufc the Nations had not heard of Chrift, till he came in the flefh; and 
this ccmmtng of the define of all Nations feemsto follow prefe.ntly upon the preach- 
iihaixir, 'n S of * llc Gofpe, ‘ therefore Junius renders it Defidcrati, the Delireable ones of 
JfiZwy. Nasons, and interprets it of the El, SI, ( the Septuagint alfo fay the fame) who 
should com* to the fecond lemple in a fpirkuall fence, worfhippmg the fame God 
that thefc good Jews did, and Ihould come with ftrength of affection, ( as the He¬ 
brew importcth ) fliould make hard fhift to come, Efay 66. IQ. They fijuli brintr ■ 
ytttr brethren at an offering to the Lord , upon borfis, in chariots, and in litters . rhac • 
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is, though fick-weakly and unfit for travcll, yet rather in litters then riot at all. Nei¬ 
ther (hall they come empty-handed, but With all their definable things (fo fome 
render this text) colligent omnes fuos thefauros, faith Calvin , they lhall come with 
ftrong affc&ions, with Iiberall contributions, as AEl. \. 34. and as Tyrus who, 
when once converted, leaves hoarding and heaping up wealth ( as formerly ) and 
finds another manner of employment for it, namely to Uphold Gods worfhip, and 
to feed and cloath his Saints Ifa. 23. 18. 

and / will fill this houfe with glory J This reedified Temple (hall be honoured _ 
with Chrifts bodily prefence: and^ the fpirituall Temple, which is the Church, 
fhall be honoured by my prefence in'fpirit, the abundance of my graces, the light 
of my word, and power of my fpirit, whofball reft upon my people as a fpirit of 
glory ,w hen the world loadeth tjiem with greateft ignominy. I Pee. 4.14. ref upon 
them , by a bluffed Shechinab . 

Fcrfe 8. The filver is mine, and the gold is mine, faith the Lord of Hofi /J Where¬ 
as the Jews might objeft, chat it was not likely the fecond Temple fhouldbc more 
glorious then the firft, fith they wanted that wealth wherewith Solomon abounded: 

God anfwcrcth in like fort, as once he did Mofes alledging the flowneffe of his 
fpeccb, fVho hath made mans mouth dre ? fobere, whofe is the filver and the gold} 

Am not I the true Proprietary, and chief Lord of all? cannot I furmfli you out of 

my great purfe the earth and the faint fie thereof Pfal. 24. 1 ? what is filver and ‘terra efinur- 

gold, but white and red earth, the guts and garbage of the earth as one phrafeth 

it ? things that I have no need of Pfal. 50. 13? They lye furtheft from heaven : 

thebeftofthem are in Ophyr ( perhaps the fame with Peru ) furtheft: from the 

church. Adam hadthem in the firft: Paradife Gen. 2. 11, 12. inthefecond, you 

fhall not need them lob. 26. 2, 3. & c. In defcd of other, I my felf Will beyour 

gold , and you fhall have plenty of filver lob 2 2. 25* Chrift girt about the paps . . 

( that feate oflove ) with a golden girdle fhall walkjn the middefi of his fevengolden Rev.i, 12.12, 
candleftick,s t with a golden confer m his hand perfuming and prefenting the prayers 
of his people upon the golden Altar, Rev. 8. 3. and mcafuring that city of pearle, 
his church, with a golden reed Rev . 2t. 15. Ribera and fome others think that 
God, asofoldhchad ftirred up Cyrus and Dsrius( both of them Heathens)to 
cont ibutc to the building of the Temple, fo afterwards he ftirred up Herod a weal¬ 
thy king, not long befort Chrift came, to beftovv abundance of coft upon the 
fame Temple; and that this wa3 here forc-propbcfied. But I fhould rather in¬ 
cline to Calvin , who doubteth not but that the dev ill ftirred up Herod to do as he 
did; that the Jews doting upon the fplendour of chat brave ftrtlfture (the difei- 
plesdid nolefTe^r. 24. 1, 2.) mightccafe looking for Chrift, or truftingin 
him. And who knowes ( faith He ) whether Herod himfelf might not have fuch 
afctchinhis head. Hovvfoever the devil was in it, doubtlede, to take oft their 
minds from the expeftation of Chrifts coming, which was now at hand, by 
thofe externall pompes : and to withdraw the fpirits of the godly from the furni¬ 
ture and gayer y of the fpirituall Temple ; We know how the difciples ( who 
leavened with the leaven of the Pharifees dreamt of an earthly kingdome ) were 
taken with the beauty and bravery of Herods Teiriplc, fhewing the fame to our 
Saviour, and fondly conceiting that by that goodly fight he -might be moved to. 
moderate the feverity of that former fentencc of bis, behold ydur houfe is left unto 
you defolate Mat. 23. 38. with 24.1. But his thoughts were not as their thoughts. 

The bramble reckoned it a great matter to raigne over the trees: So did not the 
Vine and Olive. The Papifts hold that God is delighted with golden and filver 
vcllcls in the adminiftration of the Eucharift, and offended with tfie contrary. 

But the primitive Chriftians celebrated the ficramerit of the Lords fupper in veffels. 
firft of woodj and afterwards of glatTe. That faying alfo of Ambrofe is well 
known, Aurum facramenta non cjuarunt, nec auro placent, qua auro non emun- 
tur. It was grown to a proverbe loon after Con famines time. Once we had golden 
Miniflers and Wooddenvcffels, now we have Woodden Minifters, and golden veffels. 

Religion brought forth wealth: and the mother devoured the daughter. 

Verfic 9. The glory of this later houfe fhall be greater then of the former] Becaule 
Chrift fhall appeare and preach in it ( as ver. 7.) who is the brightneffe of his fa¬ 
thers glory ac confequcntcr vrbis & orb is ; any relation to whom .heighteneth and 
“ ennobleth 
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enuoblcth both places and perfons. Bethlehem, though it be the leaft( Micah. 

6. ) isyctnotthcleaftamcngthe princes of Judah ( Mat. 2. 6. ) becaufe 
Chi ifl: was born there. The tribe of Nepthali is full reckoned of thofc by Rachels 
fide: bccanfe at Capernaum, in this tribe, Chrift inhabited Rev. 7. 6. in which 
Gen. 42. 4. refpeft alfo this town is faid to be lifted up to heaven Mat. 11. 2, 3. Benjamin 
is called the beloved of the Lord , Gods darling (as their father Ben amm was old 
Jacobs ) becaufe God dwelt between his fijouldcrsjc. in his Temple built upon thofe 
two mountaines, Moriath and Zion Dent. 33 * I2, The glory of that firft Tem¬ 
ple was, that the Majefty of God appeared in it, covering it fclf in a cloud. The 
glory of this later houfe was greater, becaufe therein the fame divine Majefty ap- 
pca ed, not covered with a cloud, but really incarnated. Far, the tVord was made 
flejb and dwelt amongft us , and we beheld hts gltry, the glory a* of the only begotten 
of ihe Father ^full of grace and truth, I oh. i. 14. Inthisflefli of ours, and under 
thisfecond Temple, Chrift not only uttered oracles, did miracles, and finifhed the 
great work of our redemption, but alfo laid the foundation of the Chriftian 
Jam. 1. Church. For the Law ( that perfett Law of liberty the Goipcll ) came out of Zie» y 
and the word ofth : Lard from Jerusalem , to all the ends of the earth , Efay 2. 3. 
Pfal. no. 1. from hence it was that the Lcrd of glory, whom the blind Jewes 
hadcmcified, lent out his Apoftle?, thofc meffetigers of the churches, and the glory 
of chrift as they arc called 2 Cor , 8. 23. to gather together unto him thofe dt\i. 
ruble ones his cleft ( verfe 7. See the Note there ) whom he calleth the glory Efa. 
4tf. 13. thehonfeof his glory Efaj 60. 7. a crown of glory Efay 6 2. 3. the 
throne of glory Icr. 4* 21. the ornament of God E<el^ 7. 20. the beamy of 
h'v ornament iib. and that fet in majefty ib. a royall diadem in the hand of Jehovah 


'end in this place win I give peace ] Even the Prince of peace , and with him all 
things alfo Rom. 8. 32. pactm Vedor/s or Timports, Peace of countrcy and of 
confeh nee: this later efpccially feemeth here to be meant. For the former ( vU. 
outward Peace) was not long enjoyed by thele Jtwes; and their lecond Temple 
was often fpoylcd by the enemies, and at length burnt and overturned. But the 
lob. 14. p €a ce of Godthat pafth all undemanding , is that Legacy which the world can 
neither give nor take from Gods people. And of this inward Peace the Scprua- 
cint( according to the Roman edition ) taketh the Text, and fo doth Ambrefe. 
7Uc efi pax fa per pacem, faith He- Chrift as he was brought fiom heaven, with 
that long of Peace X« 4 , 2 . *4. Onearth peace, good will toward men , (which is 
the fame with that falutation of St. Paul\who- learned it belike, of thofe Angels, 
Grace be to you, and Pr*ff)fohe returned up againe with that farewell of peace 
loh. 14. 27. and left to the world the doftrme of peace, the gofpell of peace Eph. 
2. 17. whofe Authour is the God of peace 1 Cor. 14. 33. whofe Miniftcrsaie 
minifters of peace Rom. 10. 15. whole followers are the children of peace Luig 
10. 6. whole unity is in the bond of peace Eph. 4. 3. whofe duty is the ftudy 
of peace Rom. iz- 18. and whofe end is, to enter into peace , toreftin their beds, 
their foules refting in heaven, their bodyes in the grave till the joyfull refurreftion, 
even every one Walking in his ufrightncffe Efay 57. 2. Pfal. 37. 33. 

Verfe 10. In the four and twentieth day of the ninth month inthefecondyeer of 
I)arius~\ This diligence of the Prophe ts in noting and noticing the precife time of 
Scultet.Aonal. Gods hand upon them, Ihould teach us to do the like. Sec the Note on chap, u 
... ver. 1. The churches in Switzerland kept chat day ycarcly as an holiday whereon 
in V it Bute™ the Reformation began amongft them. Bugenhagius kept a fcaft every yeer on that 
hg. day ofthe month wherein he and fome other Divines had finilhed the Dutch Bible, 

and called it The feafl ofthe Tran flat ion ofthe Bible. The Univci firy of Heidelberg 
ritllP i‘tit,T kept an Evangclicall Iubilcc three whole day es together Anno Dom. 1617. indie 
Val.Parti. Calends of November, in the remembrance of the renowned Reformation of idi- 
gion, begun by Luther a juft hundred yeers before. Hereby Gods name Thai! be 
fanftified, our faith {lengthened, and our good afteftion both evidenced and ex¬ 
cited. By the time here deferibed, it appeareth, that they had now been three 
moneths building, and the Prophet meane-while had givch them great incourage- 
menc thereunto. But forafmuch as he found that they ftuck irtthc bark, as they, 
fay, refted in the work done, thought they Ihould thcrdoie win upon God 

becaufe 
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becaufe they built him a Temple, the Prophet gives them to underftand, chat there 
is more required of them then a Temple, viz., that therein they worlhip the lord 
purely and holily, infpirit and in truth : that their divine worlhips bee right both 
quoad foment & quoad finem, for principle and end of intention; for clfe, they impure 
all that they touch, and are no whit better, but a great deal the worfe for all their 
performances. This the Prophet teacheth them in the two following oracles pro¬ 
pounded by way of demand to the Priefts. How apt are men to loft? chemfelves in 
a wildcrneffe of duties ? To dig for pearls in their own dunghiis ? to think to oblige 
God to themfelves by their good works ? to fpin a threed of their own to climbe up 
to heaven by ? to reft in their own righteoufnefle? to lave themlelves by riding 
on horfes, Hof 14. 3 ? The Prophets defigne is here to beat them offfrdm iuch fond 
conceits : telling them that the perfon muft be accepted efe the feirvice can bee re¬ 
garded, as Abels. To the pure all things are pure : but unto them that are defiled and 
mbeleeving is nothing pure , but even their mind and confcienac is defiled, faith the A- Tic,I,I 5 * 
poftle. Calvin upon this Text faith no more .• and yet Cor. a L.-rpide is very angry 
with him for faying fo much. There is in Peter Lumbard this golden fentenceei- Aug. de vtn 
ted outof Auguftine : The whole hfe of unbelco vers is finite ; neither is any thing good innocent, c. 56. 
without the chef efi good. Thisfentence Ambrofe Rybera a Popifh Poftiller, cenfur- 
eth for harlhand cruell: But doth not God here fay the fame thing? Certain itis ^uiclistfitlla 
that good aftions from bad men difpleafe: as a man may fpeak good words, but 
we cannot hear, becaufe of his ftinking breath. The facrifice of the wicked is abo¬ 
mination to the Lord, Prov. 1 y. 8. Charity is nothing, unlelTe it flow out of a pure 
heart, and of a good confidence , and offa'th unfatned , I dim. 1.5. 

Verfe II. Aslgnow the Pnefi concerning the Law) For who Ihould know the law 
better then the Priefts ? And who fo fit to refolve cafes of confcience as they ? it 
was their office, Levit. 10.10, n. Deut. 33. 10. Mai. 2.7. See the Note there. 

It was an evil time with Gods people, when he was put to complain, who is blind but . . 
ny fervam ? or deaf as my meffengcr, that Ifenr, Jfiy^z. 19? When the Prophet w ( is 
ajoole , the fpiritual man was mad for the multitude of their iniquity,, and the great ha - c 1. * 

tred, Hof9. 7. Vnrro upbraided the Roman Priefts of old with rheir grofte igno¬ 
rance of many things in point of their own rites and religions: and Cicero brake a 
jeft upon C. P opt Hus an ignorant Lawyer at Rome. For when Popilins , being called 
for a witneffc to fome controverfy, anfwered Nihil fefeire that hee knew nothing, 
Ocrroanfwered by way of jear iPuraffortaflctcde Sureinterrogan you mean(perhaps) 
that you know nothing in the law, which yet you profefTe to have skill in. What 
alhame wasitfor tb tPharifees who cook upon them fo be guides of the blind, 
teachers of babes &c. %om. 2. 19. 20. to be found, bind leaders ofthe blind. Mat. 

15 ? So is it for Divines being asked concerning the Law, or will of God in fuch e wks 
and fuch cafes, not to be able to anfwer difcreecly, andintelligently as he did Mark 
12.34. as egregie cordatushomo ? But fo bungler-like, and fo farre from the pur- 
pofe, that it my well be feene iliac defiring 10 be teachers ofthe L wyhey und.etfi.ind nei¬ 
ther what they fay, nor whereof they affirmc. 1 Tim. 1.7. How like the motion of a 
puppet, the language ofaParret is the difeourfe of fuch unlearned or uninterefled 
Cafuifts ? Every Miniftcr of Gods making can truly fay. The Lord God hath given 
me the tongue of the learned, that l fhould know to time a word to him that is wca y : he 
waheneth morningby morning, he waker.eth mine car to hear as the learned, Efay 50.4. 

See 1 Cor. 12. 8. Tit. 1. 9. Eph. 3.4,7. 1 For. 2. 13. 

Verfe 12. If one bear holy flefh in the skirt &c. 1 problemes and parables are notable 
helps to the bolting out of chc truth, and eonviftion oF the gainfayers. For pro¬ 
blemes, fee 21. 25. Mat 22.42. &c. For parables, feefudg. 9. that of Jo- Mat. zt. 
tham, of Nathan, 2 Sam. 12. ofthe woman of Tckgah, 2 Sam. 14. of our Saviour, 22 * 
concerning the two brethren fent into the Vineyard, the wedding ofthe Kings fon, 13 * 

thefower &c- See the Note on verfe 10. 

and the Pnefis anfwered and faid no] Roundly and readily : without hacking and 
hewing, without doubling and diflembling; as thofe perverfe priefts, thofe felfc- 
condemned Hierophants, Mat. 21.27. that againft their conkiences anfwered le- 
fm and faid. We cannot tell. The wit of gracelefte perfon* will better ferve them 
to faultcr and fumble, deny, ordevife a thoufarid fhifes to evade and elude the 

truth* 
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truth, then their malice will fuffer them to yeeIdtoit 3 or profeffe it. This is to 
detain the truth in unrighteouftieffe,%om. 1.18. as Thto i who had the knowledge 
of One God, yet he dared not to communicate it to the vulgar: and as Tome of the 
chief champions of Popery, who held juftification by faith alone, but refuled co fay 
fo, left their Dagon ftiould down, their Diana be defpifed. Let every fpintual mm 
(but efpeeially Minifters) be ready as to every good work, fo to this of comparing 
fpiritual things with fpirituall,th^t he may judge or dtfeerne of all things I Cor. 2.15. 
15. according to the analogy of faith, Rom. 12. 6. the tenouir of the Scriptures, his 
fure Cynofura : and laying up all in his heart, Luke a. 18. he may have a treafure 
there of new and old, a word of ivifclom and a word of knowledge ‘00, 1 Cor. 12. 8. both 
as a Teacher, and as a Paftour, to bring forth for common benefit. 

Ferfs 13. If one that is unclean by a dead body] with a ceremonial uncleannefle. 
The Hebrew hath it thus, If one that is unclear, in foul, that is, in his whole perfon, 
as every wicked man is tot us tot its pc Hut tts wholly covered with corruption, a loth- 
fome leper from head to foot,wholly fet upon fin as Exod. 31.22.lying down in wick- 
cdneffcor in 1 hat wicked one, 1 fobn 5.19. fickof fucli a difeafe as the Phyficians 
call corrupt town* t alius fubftaxtuz, nay dead in fins and crefpaffes Eph. 2. i. and can ’ 
therefore doe no better then dead work at beft, Heb. 9. 14. fuch as the living God 
will not be ferved with fibtd. See the note on Mai. > 16. dob'l. 4. Ufe 1. He is un¬ 
clean, unclean, and impureth all that hec toucheth, according to that which 
follovvedi. 

Ferfe 14. So is this people, and fo is this Nation before me\ Though pure in their 
own eyes c Prou; 30. 12. and to the world-ward unrebukeable, as c l > attl the Phariiees 
Phil. %. and thofe fclf-iuftitiaries, Luke t6. 14,1 5. Ye are thofe that juftifie your 
[elves (and have the worlds good word for you) but God ktmveth your hearts : for 
th-.t which is highly efteemed among ft men, is abomination in the ftght of God. Sordei 
Splendid* pec- in coy ^ 9C pp ;( y diets quodfulget in confpcEbu operant is . Wicked mens fervices are but 
Am" 6 13 &l*ftciing Jinxes, they rejoyce in a thing of naught, as zAmos hath it, like as Leah re- 
joyced in that whereof She had eaufe to repent, and laid God loath given me my hire , 
when fhe had more eaufe to fay, God I fear will give me my hire, my payment, 
becaufe I have given my. maiden to my husband, Gen. 3 o. r 8. But fhe was in the com¬ 
mon errour of meafuring and judging of things by the fuccefie: as if God were not 
many times angry with men, though they outwardly profper : or as if there were 
not here one event to the clean and co the unclean Ecclef 9. 2. Uutill the day chat 
God (hall feparatc the fheep from the goates, whoifi for the glory of his name, and 
the good of nis people he fuffers for prefenc to ‘goe one among another to make his 
own to ftick the fafter together, and to their principles, Shepheards fay, that it is 
< wholfome for a flock of fheep to have fome goats to feed amorigft: them : their bad 
’ feent being good Phyfick for the fheep, co keep them from the fbaki ngs. Onely let 
Gods fheep take heed that they contra# no corruption by eonverflng with goats: 
which is foori done, for finne is catching, and ill company is contagious. Nemoe- 
rat fibt ipfi: fed dementiam fpargitinproxbnos, faith Seneca, No man erres out of the 
right way alone, but drawes others along, And mult os follkitat foci etas refanda, 
faith Chryfoftom , evil company folliciteth many to finne, virtue is oft overcome by vice, 
Or<tt. 1 afpolcg f a jth Na~ianz.cn, as a little wormwood fooner imbittcreth a great deal of bony, 
then twice fo much honey can fweeten a fmall deal of wormwood : Or as one fpoon* 
fullofvineger willfoon tart a great deal of fweet milk : but a great deal of milk will 
not fo foon allay one fpoonfull of vineger. Remove but one flone, arid the whole 
river will rufh downward: but you can hardly ftop the Bream again with aftrong 
damme. Touch pitch and you fhall prefently be defiled, but touch fope and you 
fhall not prefently be made Clean, without much tabbing and rinfing. Mexantius 
v . .. tyrant ( orpora corporibus jungebat morlua vivis tyed living men to dead carealfes: 

!t & • t but the dead did n^trevive by the living, the living rather pucrified by reafon of the 

• dead. He that bore confeeracedytyfr in the skin of his garment, aU with his skirt 
touchedbread,or pottage , or wine , or oyle , or any meat, he made it not / hereby holy. But 
if an unclean perfon couched any of thefe, he made it unclean. The Donatifts abu- 
fed thisTexc,to prove that Bapriftne was defiled, and vacated, if adminiftrated by 
An unregenerace Minifter ; But Augufline again againft Fulgent ins the Donatift 

. Vin- 
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vindicated the Text from their falfe gloffes, and afferteth from it the contrary 
truth. May not clean com bee fowed with foul hands, and grow nevercheleffe ? Aqua baptif. 
Mav not a trumpet be well founded by an impure breath? And is not the water mans baptif 
in Baptifme, that clenfeth the cbilde, caft afterwards into the draught? faith 
Gregory. , , .bipfifoftta 

Jo is this people, <end fo is that nation before me, and fo is every werf^of their n ciotcm 
hands, and that which they offer, &c. 3 Note the order of the Induction, Firft dgwft. 
themfelves were unclean, both people and nation.; there was a gcnerall defe&ion ,7. 
and defilement ranne thorough all forts and fexes, as the woof runs thorow the 
warp: fo that they were all together but one continued web of toickedneffo, as it 
were, fpun out and made up by the hands of the devil, and the flefli, anevilfpin- 
ner, ’and a worfe weaver: both root and fruit were naught, as Efay 5. 4. both 
head’heart, and foot was out of order, Efay 3. 3, 6. and they arc barely and 
boldly told of it by the Prophets. Secondly, the works of their hands were un¬ 
clean : for not onely the praying, but the plowing of the wicked is finne, Prov. 

21.4. all their nacurall and civil adions alfo are abominable. Whether they plow, 

or play, or eat, or fleep; corruption is like copies, which will turn wine or milk 

into ink; or leaven, which turns a very PalTeover into pollution; or as the Sanies 

of a plague fore, which will render the richeft robe infedious. Thirdly, that which 

they offer there, their facrifices, and all their religious performances were likewife 

unclean : not in refped of God, who commanded them: nor of the matter, for 

they offered clean beafts ; but of the manner of offeringf which makes or marres the 

adion) and of the men, who were unregenerace, and refted in the work done, 

and drewneerto God with tbeir lips, chinking to put God off with an externall 

worlhip onely ; Ludcntcs cum Deo tanjuam pueri cum fuis puppit , as Calvin 

hath it, that is, playing with God, as children do with their babies. The Poets cdv.inlie. 

declaimed againft this foppery, as Perfius : and Another, Non bene ccelefles impia 

dextra colit. 

ferfe 15;* AndttoW / pray you confider 1 Heb. Lay it upon your heart, as chap. 

1. 5. See the Note there. The often repetition of this precept, fets forth: 1. The 
neceffity of the duty preffed. 2. Their fmgular flupidicy, that were no more 
affededwith fuchmaniftft marks of Gods wrath upon them : no, though hec had 
even fnatchedche meat out of tlieir mouthes, and kept them hunger-ftarved,which 
is the way of taming the moft untameable creatures. 

from this day and upward 3 To the end chat when I Hull have bleffed you 
with greater plenty, as verfi. 19, ye may recognize yourfinnes, the eaufe of your 
calamities, and remembring ( as Jacob did his baculinam paupertattm , Gen. 3*. 
io.) your former penury, you may thankfully cry out with that Noble Iphicrates ; E£« 7 a»>«* 
From how hungry to how plentifull ati eftate am I raifed ? Let a profane Demetrius tut. 
attribute fuch a chahgeas this to blinde Fortune faying/ E* ^ «a«.T*»H r 

But let all Saints fing with holy Hannah ; They that were full have hired 
themfelves out for bread : and they that were hungry ceafed. The Lord maketh 
poor and maketh rich ; he bringeth low , and lifteth up, &c. I Sam. 2.. J, 7. 

from before a ftone was laid upon a flone 3 i. e. before there was any hand fet to* 
the work of rebuilding the Temple, which was interrupted for many years, after 
the return from Babylon. See 2 j*r. 3.8. and 5. 2. 

Verf. 1 6 . Since thofe dayes were ] Or, as fome read it, Anteyuam tffent in to 
0 pere. Before they were about that work, minding Gods houfe more then their 
own. 

when one came to an heap of twenty meafares 3 that is, where you expeded twen¬ 
ty meafures ( and experienced good-husbands can partly gueffe aE harveft, how 
their corn will yeeld, when chrelhed out ) there toerc but ten. Gods hand was upon 
your increafe, not in the field onely, but alfo in the floor; -fo that you were de¬ 
feated, and your hopes fruftratedand not in the barn onely, but at the wine- 
preffetoo, God hath cut you (hort. This was that which was long before threat- 
ned, but little regarded, Deut. 28. 20. Carnall m^n read the threats of God* 

Law, as they do the old ftories of forraigne warres, or as they behold the wound* 
and blood in a pifture, or piece of Arras, which never makes them fmart or fear. 



<tsfn Expofitipn on 
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1 \ms haftenech their judgement, and (hews them ripe for wrath, even then when 

they think therufelves fan e enough out of the reach of Gods rod. 

yerj. 17. ■' / Jmote you Voith blaftirsg, and. Kith mildew, and withbaill V m »i< 
flw colaphts grandinavi, I have followed you clofe with one judgement upon 
another, and all to bring you back into mine own bofome: that as yehadrunne 
from me by your fumes fo ye might return to me by repentance: but behold 1 
have loft my labour, and ye have loft the fruit of your fufferings, which indeed is 
a very great loffe,werc ye but foundly fenfibie of it. Thefe Jcwes were fenfible of 
their calamities and difafters abroad and at home, but they did not wifely inquire 
into the caufe thereof; as ZW did into the caufe of the famine that fell out in 
his dayes, 1 Sam. 21 .1. God had not hitherto given them an heart to perceive and 
eyes to fee, and ears to hear, as it is Deut. 29. 4- And as Ef*y 9. , 3. The 'people 
turneth not unto him that fmiteth them ,, neither do they feek. the Lord of hefts. But 
after their hardnefte and impenitent heart, treafured up wrath, &c. Root. c 
I hey could not but iee themieives grievoufly crofted, and curfed in all the labours 
of thetr hands. Neither were they fo blind as not to fee God in that they fuffered 

h ?rod Car U Cd aCO u° f P ^ / * 7 ?; 47 , 4 B. Pfal.29. 3 Ac- Tully indeed thought 
thatGodmirids not jrildew, orha.l,&o Nee ft uredo aut grando quippiam melt 
id Ioyt animadvert endum fmt : neque emm in regnu reges omnia minima cur ant die. 
As kings take not notice of. fmaller bufineftes in their kingdoms, faith He fo nei- 
ther doth God of thefe ordinary occurrences. But the Jcwcs ( for the generality ) ' 
had learned better things. And the Apoftle tells thofe Heathens too, APIs ,4. that 
God had not left himfelf without wttne/fc amongst them, in that he did good and 
gave ram from heaven , and fruit full f ea f 0 ns, &c . Xciccro himfelf Wife, 
another .time could fay, Cww/w eft & pW uegotiiDem, God takethcare of 
all, and is fullot bufinefte. And oh that this truth were as fruitfully improved as 
it is generally acknowledged ! Oh that men would turn at Gods reproof his reall 
reproofs, his vocall rods, Mic. 6. 9. and not put him to his old complaint • why 
Jbould y e be fmuten any more? ye revolt more and more. This we may wifh but 
God alone«n effed. For till he plcafe to thruft his holy hand into mens bofomes, 
and pull off the fore-skin of their hearts; Affliftions (thofe hammers of his ) do 
tut beat cold iron. Seelrr. 2. 30,51. and 6 . 29, *0. Lev. 26. 41. PleUimur d 
Deo, nec fietttmur tamen : compimur fed non corrigimttr . We are put to pain, but 
to no profit, Jer, is. 13. as Aba*,, thaeftiffe ftigmatick, 2 Chron. 28.23. and A- 
hazaah, who fent a third Captain to fur prize the Prophet, after two before confu- 
med with fire from heaven : as if he would defpitefully fpic in the face of God and 
wreftle a hill with the Almighty. - * 

■ Ver [ e u 1 ^‘ A C l n ^ ,der ” ow f r ? m th “ da J a »d upward ] And fee how pundually the 
timeof benedidion anfwereth to the time of your converfion : fo that you no foo- 
ner begin to build, but I begin to blefte. It is faid of the men of lffachar that they 
were in great account with David , becaufe they had underfunding of the times 1 
CW 12.32. It is certainly a point of fpirituall prudence to confider the times 
and to compare things paft with prefent and future. Time isthewifeft of all 
things, faid Thales - the bed counfcliour faid Plutarch. Truth is the daughter of 
Time, faith Another Philolopher. Sec the Note on verfe 15. 

Verfe 19. Is the feed yet in the barne f~\ Hierom rendreth it. In gtrmine. In 
the fprouttng, or fpirting as they call it, and fofarre enough from the harveft; 
and yet further, if yet in the bam, , and not put into the ground. Nevertheffe for 
your diligence in building Gods houfe, I afture you in the word of truth, that you 
ihall have a very great increafe, a plentiful! harveft. y 

i?f iU • 1 ^ y ° U 1 Andit is the bleflin S of God that maketh 
rich, as to be feeni in the examples of the Patriarchs. Abraham, Ifaac, Jacob.' 
Others, whole godJmeffe was their gain, whofe piety was profitable to all 

? i°T^e O u h0 ^ , liveS ’ 1 Tim ' 4 * 8 - Now all that are 
wirh Sm 1 blefl « d with faithfull Abraham , Gal. 3. 9. are heirs of the world 
Thinn ’ r m ' 4,13 * an i have ri 2 ht t0 a11 thin & ™ Chrift, the heir of all 

from § rLm 3 ‘r 22, ^ eb \ 1 'r Z ' thou S h thefe thin g s on carth bc detained 
from them for prefent, by thofe of Gods hand , pfal, , 7 . i 4 . as Canaan 


---—-- — * ^ oa 

was from Iffael by the curfed Amorite*, till their finnes *>e,e fullT~^^ 7 C^ -— 

Ihortly have power over the Nations and f which k better) Chrift w^ll givettm 

the mormng-fiarre , that is himfelf, and with himfelf 4 Cornucopia of 

bleftings, Ephef. 1. 3. The Lord that made heaven and earth will bleffe them ojtof R "* 2 ’ 26> 2 ® 

Zun, that IS!,with better bleliings then heaven or earth afforded. We read oof 

here of any other bleffings hot increafe of corn, wine, oil, &e. becaufethis oemde 

was wholly atooft affixed to earthly things. The Pr.pbet cmld.o, fp tA p 

thinga were implied nnd afTu^ ro^rh^o ” ' 

13. 1. Sodid Cbrj/oJlome, as appeareth by his Note on i 7far. c r7 j:J fftrMti. 
Luther : which becaufe one Nicbcta, tyhin commended in him, he was Iccufed^f * 
herefie, in the ratgn of Hn -.8. It .s not fo long fince it was held here 
Puruamfmc. -Thc late Arch.prelate being fceduntoby a Noble-man topreferre 
a Chaplain of his, (whom he commended for an able Divine, and a twLudJ. S, m , 
preacher ) turned away in's great heat, faying. The mere ftol he. " ’ 

Verje 21. Speak.. “ Zerubbabel gevermur of Judah ] Governours are fure to 
meet mth many difficulties, and dilcouragements ( high-feats are never bnt un- 
eafte ) and had need therefore of Angular conlolarion, that they may hold on their 
courfe, like the Sun in the firmament, and (hew themfelves to he of an undaunt 
ed refolution. We may well fay to Governours, as that Prophet,call fa,„ 
fpoke co che pillars which he whipped before the earth-quake : Stand fa ft for iee 
fballbe Jbaken . J J iJ j 

I will /hake the heavens and the earth:fe. by abrogating and aholifhing both Jewini 
Ceremonies, and Hcathemfh fuperftitions, Heb. 12.27. As alfo by Natioaail com¬ 
motions, and tranflations of Monarchies: The Greeks fhall break the power of 
the Perfians, the Romans of the Greeks, the Goths and other barbarous nations 
of the Romans. But efpecially, by cafting the devil out of the heaven of mens 
hearts, Luke 10. 18. thofe ftrong-holds wherein he bad entrenched himfelf 2 Cor 
10. 4, 5. that the ranfomed of the Lord may receive akingdome, which* canm t Mat24 ^* 
bee moved, Heb . 12. 28. and partake of thofe new heavens, and new earth 
wherein dwelleth righteoufnefte, 2 Pet. 3. 13. even that toorld to come t as thefe 
dayes of the Gofpel are called, Heb. 2. 5. See the Note above on verf. 6. 7. 

Verfe 22. And I Kill overthrow the throne of fingdomes ] fc. by pouring contempt 
upon Princes, andcaufng them to wander in the wildernefe, where there *s no way 
PfaL 107.40. ( as he dealt with Darius the laft Perfian Monarch ) by putting down 
the mighty from their feat, and exalting them of low degree, Luke 1. 52. ( as hee 
dealt with Bajazet the great Turk, and Tamerlan the Scythian fliepherd) by 
changing the times and the feafons, removing kings, and Jetting up others in their 
/lead, Dan. 2. ai. All this God will do, and all that follows in the Text via., de - 
ftroy the firength of kingdoms, overthrow the charets and.their riders, &e. rather 
then.his Church (hall be unhelped, or his kingdome of grace hindered. Our help 
is in the Name of the Lord who made heaven and earth , and will rather unmake all 
i£ain, then-we (hall be unrelieved. Tet have I fet my ki»g upon mine holy hid of Pf a l «: 

Zion, Pfal. 2. 6. Yet, for all the forrow, for-all the mahetoos machinations, Jnd ’ * * 
attempts of his enemies to the contrary: who are therehence admonifhed to be wife 
for themfelves, and to kijfe the fonne, for he rauft raigne, and all his foes muft bed 
his foot-ftool. There is a Councill in heaven will da(h the mould of all contrary ' 
counfels upon earth. The ftone cut out of the mountains without hands (which is 
Chrift the Conquerour ) will break in pieces the iron, the brafte, the clay the 
filver, and the gold. And in the dayes of thofe kings (hall the God of heaven fee 
up a kingdome which (hall never bedeftroyed : and the kingdom (hall not be left 
to other people, but it (hall break in pieces and confume all thefe kingdomes, 'and 
it (hall ftand for ever, Dan. z. 44,45. So Dan. 7. after that the Prophet had de- 
fenbed the greacneffe and glory of all the four Monarchies, at length he comes to 
fpeak of akingdome which is thegreateftand mightiefl under the whole heaven 
and that is the xingdemt of the Saints of the moft High , tyho/e kingdome Dan ? ^ 

T t . u 




<$An Expojition on Chap.z. 

U an ever la (ting kingdoms : and all Rulers {ball ferveandobey hip. , 

Verfe 23. I will take thee, 0 Zerubbabel ] That is, O Chrift, or whom Zc- 
rubbabelw&s both a father and a figure, Luke 3.27. Zach. 4. 10. I tvtll take thee t 
that is I will advance and exalt thee. See this expounded, and applied by that great 


Apoftle, a. 5 - to the 12. . . . , _, 

and will make thet as a fignet 3 that is, I will highly efteem thee, inviolably 
keep thee, and entirely love thee, Cant. 8. 6. Jer. 22. 24. and all my people in 
thee, and for thee, Efay 49. 16. _ . ... . . f .. . 

for I have chofenthee 1 as Efay 42*1. guomam tnte mhi complaeut, faith the 
Chaldee. For in thee I am well pleafed, as Mat. 3.1% See the Note there. 

Saith the Lord of hop ] This is three feverall times fet down in this one verfe, for 
our greater afTurance, and confirmation of our faith. I fhallclofe up all with mat 
obfervation of Divines, that all the Prophets (except Jonah and Nahum ) ex preffely 
end in fome prophecy concerning Chrift. He being their mark at which all of them 
chiefly aimed. Indeed he is both mark, and matter , of both old and new Tefta- 
ment. And therefore if we will profit in teaching, hearing, reading, we rouft 
have the eye of our minde turned toward Chrift, as the faces of the Chcrubims were 
toward the Mercy- feat. Do this, if ever you will do well. 
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Vprfp T N the eighthmoneth , in thefecond year of Darius'} 

J pr Tp *? Two moneths after Haggai began to prophefie. 

See the Note on Hagg.1.1. Thefe two Prophets did 
j ointJ y , c °g ct her reprove the Jews, for their floth 
|§|wj|V iu reedifying the Temple, and incite them to fee 

tWsxx the work, Ezra 5.1. contributing their ut- 

moft help thereunto, verf 2. They were aifo a lin¬ 
gular help the one to the other, in the execution of 
their office. For two are better then one ; and why,fee Eccltf.^. with the Note. For 
which caufe alfo Chrift fentouefirft the twelve, and then the fevency, by two and 
two , Mar. 6.7. Luk. 10. 1. So Paul and Barnabas wereTent abroad ■ the two 
faithfull witnefles. Revel. 11.3. 2vVte J , 'ifygpUpu, as the Poet ip’eaks of Vlyfes, 
and Diomedes fent to fetch in the Palladium . One good man may be an Angel to 
another, ( as Bradford was to his fellow-Mar'tyr Dr. Tay lour) nay, a God to another, 
as Mofes was to Aaron. And for others 5 in the mouth of two or three witne fes a 
truth is better beleeved by them: arid a twifted cord noceafily broken. Hagqai 
layesdown the mind of God to the people more plainly in direft and down-rrghn 
termes: Zachary flies an higher pitch, abounding with types and vifions ; and 
is therefore worthily reckoned among the abftrufeft and profoundeft Pen-men of 
holy Scripture. Foritmuftbe underftood (and let it here be prefaced ) that al¬ 
beit all Scripture is given by *»(j>iration of God, and is profitable to infirutt, z Tim. 
3.16. pure, precious, and profitable, every leaf, line, and letter of it, P/a/. 12. 6. ' 
Vrov. 30.5. Yet, between feripture and feripture there isnofmall difference; fome 
pieces of Gods Book for their antiquity, and fome other for their obfeurity do 
juftly challenge our greater attention and induftry. Of the former fort famous 
for their antiquity, are the five Books of Mofes j whom Theodoret fitly tallcth 
* T t 2 the' 


Alh <&* Men, 
Exod.4.15 


Pt a cater is oh- 
[citrus eft pro- 
fufidus,variu{ t 
prblixus, j£r 
ahigmaticut , 
Cor. a Lapiti, 



<iAn Expoftion on Chap.i. 

T ojr-ra? 0 sa- tbc great Ocean of divinity t the fountaine of the following feriptures. Of the fe- 
Aoj/atf cljuft- condfort, noted for their difficulty, and that will not be acquainted with us but 
vor ' upon further fuit, forae are hard through their fulneffe of matter in feyvneffe of 

words, as the Poeticall bookes, wherein ( no doubt) the verfe alfo harh caufed 
feme cloud: And others againe, by the fublimity of the fubjeft they handle: fuch 
a? are the bookes dtEzechief and Darnel, and this of Zachary t who is tot us fere 
fjmbolicHs, and is much followed by St. John in his Revelation. Hence Hierome'm 
Huron. his prologue to this Prophet faith, Ab obfeuru ad obfeuriora tranfimus, & cum Mofe 
ingredimtir ad nubem & caliginem. Abyffus abyffnm invocat &c. Wcpaflefrom 
dark prophecy es to that which is much more dark : and with Moftt we areen- 
rring into the cloud and chick durkncfl'c. Here one deep callelh upon another ; and 
being in a Labyrinth, we hope to get out by Chrifts golden due: concerning 
whole PaiTidn, Refurre&ion and glory he fpeaketh more like an Evangeliil; then 
a Prophet, and may therefore be rightly ftiled, The Evangelic all Prophet. 

came the word of the Lord unto Zachariah the fon of Barachiah ] Therefore the 
fame that onr Saviour fpeaketh of Mat. 23. 35. Lai ^ u. 51. though 1 once 
thought other wife, after Hicrome, Luther , Calvin , Bez.t, GUflius , Grotius &c. 
But 1. the name of his Father Berechiah. 2. the manner of Chriffs account ( rec¬ 
koning from Abel the firft Martyr to this, penultimus Prophetarum lull five one of 
the Prophets, and laftofall that was flame by the Jewes, after the reedifyingc f 
Zach.11,1,13 the Temple, whither being afiaulted, he ran for fan&uai y ) eafily perl wades me 
to alter mine opinion, As for thofe that hold that our Saviour there lpcaketb of 
Zachary the Father of John Baptifi Luf 1. flaine by the Jewes,becaufe he preach¬ 
ed Virginis partum & Chrifii ortum y Chrift born of a Virgin, Baronius , Tolet 9 
and others, as they affirmeit without rcafon, fo they may be dUmiflcd without 
refutation. Hoc , quia deferipturis non habet authoritattm, eadem facilitate contem- 
nitur i qua probatur i faith Hierome. 

the fon of Jddo the Prophet^ Whether the word Prophet be to be referred to le- 
2Chr.22.15. chariah , ortol^e, is nncertaine. That there was a Prophet Udo we read, and 

Zechary might well be of his line, after many defeents. He is here mentioned 

(asalfo Ezr. 5.1.) ur nepoti fuo Zacharia nomen & deetts concilitt , for an ho¬ 
nour to his ab-nephew Zechary ; according to that of Solomon , The glory of 
Prov. 17. 5 . children are their fathers, to wit if they be godly and religious. What an honour 
was it to Jacoby that he could fweareby the fenre of hts father Ifaac ? to David t 
Pfal.u 5 .ii 5 . that he could lay. Truly , Lord y I am thy fervant t lam thy fervant, the Jon of 
2 Tim-1. 5. thine handmaid ? to Timothy , that he had fuch a mother as Lois, fuch a grandmo¬ 
ther as Eunice? to the children of the Elcth Lady , to the pofterity of Latimer .■ 
St a'p. 3 ’ Bra4 f 0r4 -> Ridley ^ and other of thole men of God, who fuffered for the truth ? 

I ’ If the degenerate Jewes lo boafted of Abraham their father, how much more 

fteiya might Zechary ( no degenerate plant, nobaftardly brood as they were Al'at. 12. 
39 * ) boaftand beare himlelf bold on his father Berechiah (the blclfmg of God ) 
and his grandfather Iddo (Gods Witneffe , Confeffour , or Ornament ) fithhetrod 
in their holy fteps, and was adorned with their gifts and virtues?. The Papifts 
brag much of Peter, and other Apoftles their founders and predecelTours: But 
this is but an empty title, to talk of perfonall fucceffion ( which yet cannot be pro¬ 
ved ) unlcffe they could alfo Ihew ua their gifts and graces, as all the world may 
fee they cannot. We read of a painter, who being blamed by a Cardinall, for colou¬ 
ring the vifages of Peter and Paul too red, tartly r eplyed, that he painted them fo, 
as blulhing at the lives of their fucceflours. 

Verfe 2. The Lord hath been fore dijpleafed with your fathers^ Heb. He hath 
boy led agamf yonr fathers with foaming anger , with height of heatc. There are 
degrees of anger, fee 5. 22. and Dcut. 29. *8. The Lord rooted them out 
of their land inAnger , and in )frrath 3 and in great Indignation. Stir git hie oratiox 
and the laft of thofe three words is the fame here ufed in the text: noting an 
higher degree then the two former, even fuch a fervour and ficrccncffc of Gods 
wrath, asmaketh him ready to kill and cut off (fee 2 King. 6 6. and note the 
affinity of that word with this) like as hehad much adoe to forbeare killing of 
Cxod. 4, Mofes , when he met him in the lnne; and as Nebuchadnezzar was not only angry, 

but very furious^ and commanded to deflroy all the wife men of Babylon Dan. 2• 12. 

Now 



Chap.!. 


the Prophecie o f Zachariah. 


lowcft hell, and fets on fire the foundations of rh?l d> Wb - JCh b ^ rnesunco the 
After which followed!, in the next vofe 715 a ® m °“" ta ‘ ns > De ^ 3 a. 22 . 
ffendmine arrpwes upon them &c. He had done lo^Uno^fff^ Up °n 7W;// beuc 22 
refradary Jewes, who had Ucnf*pil p Zt?& relm t?- An < CCft ° Urs thcfe 
feentiam compxntti) oftpunifiied but ronH n P u “ 5 minime ad refipi- 

flagitious, lo mamclcfly^ fo ldieio^r' .rr \ C rC L daimcd • fo 'ncomgiWy 
mra^.This their vile flubbornnciT’c madif hkri fere 'VT “ "° r ‘~ 

Itiiunder-bolts into his hands to deftroy them-Forrhnnil^ raCd-with them t and put 
5 . to fpeak properly, he is free from am> fnrh Lir 1 mt tn (j0e ^ V a J 2 7« 

arsandthoL/fetlga^ yet if 

hjs throne, faying ire will not have this man °f rtbels conl P Ir e to call him our of 
them, I would bum them together^ faith he in the 6 me bWh^h i *™ 14 &° tbrou Z h 
into fury. Nothing fo cold as lead & vetnothimr e Ab ? fcd [ nercy turneth 

blunt then iron: & yet nothing fo keen inharncn^T? g ’ lf m ° lc J n : Noth i n g mere , 
out ofit are ingende?cd thondS^S^&rSlJfa ^ 

if toSLd with tempefts, it is rough above tV t T’ falooth: buc 

titercies) fo he is God ofrecoZTs and ,>,W ^ as » F ^er of . 

nifhir.g hands. If his wrath be kindled U f e *J e f u M fbtng tt 0 fall into his pu- 

whom it lights: how much more whe/he iihremieM ^ th ? fc up0Q Hcb * 
fon as here ? .For who knoweth the oowrr aftl,' ’ 4, Jpleafed with a people or per- Pfal. 2 . 

ding to thy feare, foist hy fJb ■'* Zft‘JT\ decor- 

fa Cue to feel thccmuch more, if once he Vai inm .h‘ hee ' 1CV " f ° ff ’ uch < he 
urged by the Prophet as - here 

pie, they mightfee there was no way to efcao ■ the dinr of I • faC j C 5 S , cxam ' 
but to fubmit to Gods Tuftice and to imnlorfh int °^ tbe divine difpleafure, 
burn, either turn or 

fecn their fathers wickidi^ino/h^ ,9 n// > had neither 

Zachariae quaf padagoaus Zacharv therefore ic’f C ‘ llam ‘ rie '’ mittttur ergo ad cos 
orMonitour: that by confiderins what had h-n^h “ nC ° C , hem a ^fchooImaitcr 
wife would be: and redeem thefrown forfowes ^ B, « htprcvcnt what oth «- 

Wife. But, to the words offhfrw ' 7 vUgmt * t ' “ ndl ° be both ®eiry and 

Contrition is JpJiJi for f.fcJri 

fc fcaM^Dhot \\ Ha r t0 

Tt 3 then 



then (feeing my fclf farr wide ) / turned my feet to thy Teftimonies. Pfal. 119, 
f 59. Satiuseft recstrrerc, quant male currere, {aid that Emperour in his fymbol. 

It is better to ftep or ftep back, then run on, when out-of the way : for here he 
that bafteth with hit feet fimeth Prov, 19. a. the faftcr he runs, the farther he is 
out. But as the deceived traveller ( when once he finds his errour ) in his judge¬ 
ment he difliketh it, in his will he tumeth from it, in his affe&ions hegrievechat 
it, and is angry with his falfe guides, with his utmoft endeavour he hot only turns 
againe to the right way, but makes the more haft that he be not benighted : So 
isitbere, David not only turned hufeet to Godr teftimonies , from which he had 
fwarved, but he thenceforth made haft and delayed not to keep bis commandements 
Pfal. 119. 59, 60. For, this true converfion we are {peaking of, this repentance 
never to be repented of, is an upright, earneftandconihnt endeavour of an entire 
change of the whole man from all that is evill to all which is good. This is thfc 
docirincof theGofpell, Tit, 2. n. and this' is all the fruit /fay 27. 9. Toturn 
from one fin to another, is but to be •tofled from one hand of the devill to the 
, other .* it is but with Benhadad to recover of one difeafe, and dye of another ; 
it is but to take paincs to go to hell. See this in Saul, John± Herod , Agrippa, and 
others, who gave but the half turn: turned not from Haft to Weft, but from 
Eaft to North onely .* their change was not eflcntiall but only giaduall: it is not 
a through change for fubjeft and objecV, but partiall and temporall, as being but 
moral], orformail, or merely mental!. It proceedcs from conviction of judge¬ 
ment oncly, and not for averfion of will: from horrour of pmaifhmcnr, not 
from hatred of fin ; which they leave ( haply ) but loath not: leave it, I fay, for 
the inconveniences that follow it, for the fire that is in it, not for the filthinefie 
that is in it. Now all tbefc feeming Converts, bccaufe they cajl not away all thor 
tranfgrcfftons ( AH is a little word, but of large extent) are therefore to be recko¬ 
ned among thofe fooles of the people that pajfe on and are ptwjbed, thofe enemies 
Prov. 22. 3. of God that inftcad of turning againe (turning fhort againe upon thcmfelvcs with 
the prodigall, and returning to the Lord with Ephraim ) go on ftill in their trefpafc 
Pfal. <59.21. fes till their hairy fcalp be wounded, till evident and inevitable judgements be 
incurred, till iniquity prove to be their utter ruine Easels 18. 30. Wherefore now 
Turn ye unto met faith the Lord of Hofts, Add not to all your other fins that of 
Impenitcncy , for which there remaines no mere fact if ce ( as Herod added to all his 
former abominations the beheading of the Baptift ) but Turn you , Turn you, why 
Will je dye O hottfe of Ifrael. And for this, confider thefe enluing particulars. 1. 
who you arc that are required to return : wcakc and vvorthlcffc creatures, the flime 
ofyour fathers loynes, duft and afties, altogether unable to avert or avoid Gods 
judgements: beaten rebels you are: and have therefore no help left, but to fall 
down before God and implore his mercy. Turn and live , except ye repent ye {had 
all per if). 2. Next, foe who it is tp whom ye arc required to return : Not to 
fomc tyrant, or implacable enemy that having gotten us into his hands, will dealc 
cruelly with us, ( as the Duke of Alva rolled fomc to death, ftarved others, and 
Eift. 0/ Ne- that even after quarter) but to the Lord your God , who is gracious and mttcifull, 
thtrl. flow to anger, and of great kindneffe, and quick!) repeuteth him of the evill lee11. 

13. He will furely both ajflfl fuch as have but a mind to return ( whyclfe doth he 
bid us turn, which he kno wes wc cannot do without him ? and why doth he bid 
us pray to him to Turn us ? when we bid our children ask us for (his or that, it is 
becaufe we meanc to give it them. ) He will alfo accept us with all fwcctneffe, as 
he did Ephraim, Ur. 31. 19, 20. and the Prodigal! Luk 15. The father met 
him ver. 20. fohe will doc us I fay <55. 24. The Prod igall came, the Father ran 

Bsfil. ’ Tantum veils, & Dens tibi praoccurret ) he fell on his ntek^, as J acob did on his 

dearc fofephs, he kijfed him, when one would have thought.he fhould have kicked 
Amir of. him, or killed him rather for his former riotoulncfie. He calleth for the beft 

robe, and for the gold-ring, and for the fatted calf. Films timet convitium, Pater 
Pfal. 88 . j. adomat eonvivium , Let us eat and be merry faith He, F or this my fon Was dead 

( given up for dead, free among the dead, free of that company ) and ts alive againe'. 

He was loft and is found. Ofhimfclfhe left his father and ran riot: and yet he is 
called the loft Ion, in the beft fenfe. Hunger dr ove the wolf out of the wood: and 

. * y<* 


yet he is accepted, as if not ncceffitated. 3.Thirdly take notice from what youarc ~- 

required to turn. Turn fe, turn ye, from your evill'way es : for why will ye dye, ye 
bouf e of Ifrael? E^elg. 33. n. It is your fin only that youarc to part with, and 
why fliould yc be fo fond ofit ? if you look upon it, either in the Authour of it 
thedeviJI, loh. 8. 44. Or in the Nature of it, as it is an Offence againft God* 

( your rightfull Lord, your bountifull Benefaftour ) and a breach of his Law which 
teholy, andjuft, and good ■ Or in the horrid effects ofit (asupon other creatures ' 
for mans fake, fo cfpecially ) upon man himfclf, whom Sin hath excluded from the 
poffeftionof the lower paradife, and the potfibility of the higher, into an eternirv 
of all extremities, after many a little hell here afore-hand. Or (laftly)m 
ranfome ofit, Chrifts blood and bicterfuflferings, that foule offrtjfcr/nos which his 
foule then fuffered when God made our fins to meet upon him Efry c. Oh 
think on thefe things fadly, lerioufly, fixedly and copioufly, and you will fbon 
fee caufe enough to turn to him ftom'Whom thelc children of ifrael had deeply revol- if i7 6 -. 

ted y and were therefore grievoufly plagued, they-and their fathers, that they might * * 
return to him that fmote them. Which becaufe they did not, but flood ftoutin^ic 
out with God ( which was their m a ’ fin er from their youth ) therefore were the Sy¬ 
rians 6 ef ore, and the Philiftines behind to dev ourc - Ifrael with open mouth : and for 
all this his anger was not turned away, but his hand was flretched out ftill 
9. i2» 13* Bcfides the hinderance and hurt they did to others by ftandingout: 

For if ye turn again to the Lord , your brethren frail find compeijfton , faid Hekekiah 
to his people, moving them to repent 2 Chr. 30. 9. And fooutd not we lend them 
this friendly help. * ' 

and / will turn to you, faith the Lord of Hops'] And fhould not fuch a favour 
from fuch a Lord melt them and make them malleable ? Should nor the goodueffe Rom 
of God lead them to repentance ? Should they not rent their hearts becaufe God is loehz. 2 * 4 ’ 
gracious ? rctu.t&unto him bccaufe he will multiply pardon ? repent becaufe his If. 5^7, 

. kingdome is now at hand,? feare him the rather, becaufe with him there is mercy ? Mat - 3 ?- 
draw nigh cu him, who thus drawes ^nigh to them ? make haft home with the 
prodigall, where there is bread enough ? Surely nothing worketh fo much as lX% 4 ' 
fcindneffe upon thofe that are ingenuous. Thofe Jflaelites at Mizpeh drew water, 
and powred it forth before the Lord, upon the return ofche Ark. There is no 
mention of their lamenting after the Lord, while he was gone ; but when he was 1 Sdm * 7 * 
returned and fettled in Kiriath-jearim I Sam' 7. 6 . David argues from mercy to 
duty Pfal. 116. 8, 9. Ezra from deliverance to obedience chap , 9. 13, 14 r '‘ 

The love of Chrift conftraineth us fairh Paul, his grace that h ingeth falvation 
teacheihusto denyungodiineffe, aiid to live up to our principles. I befeecb jouby' Rom * 12. r. 
the mercies of God , faith the fame Apoftle, as not having any more prevailing, more 
heart-attaching, attracting argument in the world to prefle them with ; I have lo¬ 
ved thee with an evcrlafting love, therefore with mercy have I drawn thee Jr?-. 

3*. 3. And againe I drew them'with the cords of a man. With bands of love 
Hof. 11^4. that is, with reafons and motives of mercy befitting the nature of a 
man, with rationall motives: to negleft mercy is to fin againft humanity : not 
to convert by kindnefli*, is to receive the grace of Gad in vaine : nay, it is to heape 
up wrath againft the day of wrath. A Ion feeling his fathers love, creepes nearer 
under his wing. A Saul, feufible of Davids curtefy in fpanng him, when he might. 1 
have fpilt his blood, was ftrangely mollified and melted into tcares# Shall God 
offer to turn to us,and we refufc to turn to him ? Shall he befcech us to be reconci¬ 
led, and we go on in our animofities and hoftilitics? Doth he offer to powre 
out his fpirit even upon fcorners, and to make known his words unto them, and 
all this, thatthey may turn at his reproof Prov. 1. 23 ? And ftiall they yet turn * 
their backs upon fuch blcflcd and bleeding cmbracements ? Had God given us but, 
one Prophet, and forty dayes time only to turn unto him ( as he dealt by Niniveh 
diat great city) furely wcftiould have repented long agonein fackcloth andapies. 

But how juftly ( alaffe ) may he complainc ofus,as he did once of fezafol Rev. 2. 

21. I gave th cm fpace to repent, but they repenred not. I h avc fthveh With them 
by my fpirit, and wooed them by my word. I have heaped upon th em mercies 
without meafure: and all to bring them back into mine owti bofom. I have 
alfo fmitccn them with blafting and mildew, with judgements publike tfnd perfo- 

na\\; 
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-iSfTand yet they have not turned unto me iaith the Lor l Am. 4 - 9 - Ahfinful! 

nation See. if any ask. What can we do coward the turning oi our felvcs to God ? 

1 v*ou muft be fcnfiblc of your own utter inability to do any thing atallto- 
lrdit Iff io 22 . lob, 17. 5. Philip. 2. iz. ‘Np* difficile eft nohs veils 
K< * 'Zedte, quiim ’cadaver i volare. It is no lctib hard for us to be Willing to bclecve, 

thenforadeadcarcafc to fly upwards. , , _ r . r . 

Secondly, know that yet it is poffible, feifable, by the uic of thefe meanes that 
God hath appointed: who alio hath prbmifed to make it both pombic and cafie 
to us. He bad Mofes fetch bis people out of Egypt •_ but himielt ‘•hefted it. He 
bad the Ifraelites go and blow down the walls oi Jericho; they obeyed him, and 

ir was done 1 So here* , , .... 

Thirdly as our liberty in cxternall afts is hill fome, (as to come to the publike 
ordinances, to fet our lelvcs under the droppings of a powcrfull mimftery, and 
there to lie, as he did, at the pool of Bcthelda, waiting the good houre) to 
muft our indeavours be anfwerable. 1 he Bercans brought their bo dyes to 
the Afllmbly, took the heads of Sc. lW.rfermon, compared them with the ienp- 
tures Ail. 1 7 .\ 1, x2. and yec they were unconverted. 

Fourthly, make much of the leaft beginnings oi Grace, even thole they call Re- 
vrejfm r : fiice they prepare the heart fur convcrfion. Sec Luk. 11. 32* 
r pjftly Pray, Turn us O God and roe piall he turned, Draw us and we flail rtiu 
after thee. * And here remember to be carneft. Ask,, f ce k, as the impor¬ 

tunate neighbour that came to borrow two loaves, or as the widdow that came 
r.uke i 2 .i. for iuftice and would not away withoutit. He that heareth the young ra¬ 
vens that cry onclyby implication, will he be wanting to his wcake but willing 


Laftly wait for the firft aft of converfion,the infufiom-of the fap of Grace, which 
is w holy from God ; our will prevents it nor, but folio wes it: and whenfoever 
the ipiritimbreatheeb you, turnabout, like rhe mill ; when Goo hath tunedand* 
doth touch you, do you move and make melody: refigning up your lelvcs whoiy 
to him, and putting your felves our, God into pofleffion. 1 hns if you turn to 
him he will turn to you. The Lord is With you, whilesye be with him . If ye 
feekhim he Will be found of you : but if ye for fake him, he willforfakp you 2 Chron. 
i<. 2. See that ycrefufe not him that fpcaketh in this text with lomuch affection 
earneftneflefee that ye flight him not, that ye /lift him not oft ( a. the 
Heb. ia.-S* word (jgnifteth:) for if they efcaped not who retuled him that ipake on earth, 
much more {hall not we elcape, if wc turn away from -him that thus fpcaketh 
from heaven,/c. by his blood. Word, Sacraments, Mercycs, motions of his fpi- 
rit erodes &c. WhcnPhyfick, that fhould remove thedileafc, doth cooperate 
with ft, then death comes with the more painc and fpeed; 1 he ltrongcr the con- 
viftion of fin 1% the deeper will be the wrath againff it, if it be not by repentance 
avoyded. Nofurfetmore dangerous then that of bread: no judgment mor« terri¬ 
ble then that which growes out of mercy offered, and defpifed. 

Verfe 4. Be ye not as your fat hirs^ Man is a creature apt to imitate, to be led 
movebyhiseyesthenbyhis eares : and children think they may lawfully Be as 
their fathers. St. Teters converts had received their vaine converfation from their 
fathers, as it were ex traduce, or by tradition 1 Pet. 1. 18. And Steven tells 
his pcrvcrle hearers that they were as good at refilling the Holy Ghoft as their 
fathers had been before them Ad. 7* 51. They ufed to boalt much of their Ance- 
flours I oh. 8. 33 and to bind much upon their example and authority ler. 44. 

* 17. Mat. 5. 21. They thought they were not much to be blamed, becaufethcy 
did but as their fathers had done before them. The Prophet therefore dehorcs 
or rather deterrs them from that folly: feiting forth both the crime and doomc of 
their forefathers, whom they fo much admired, and ft) ffifly imitated, and this 
he oft repeateth that they might once confider it, and be wrought .upon by tholi 
domeftick examples. r 

Ef. 58.1. ’ have cry ed] Loudly and luftily j according to that. Cry aloud , /pare not, hjt*p 

thy voice like a trumpet: fie clamcs ut flentora vincas , A minifter fliould be a Simon 
. Zdotes, a fon of thunder: as Bafil was faid to thunder in his preaching, lighten irt 
b" ’ his 
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I)is life; as Hisrome for his vehemency was called Fulrnen Ecclcfiufhicum, the 
Churches light-bolt: as Harding, before his fhamcfull Apoftafy, wifhed he could \ 
cry out againff Popery, as loud as the belles of Ofancy : and as Far ell us (that notable ' 

French Preacher) wbofe voice when the envious Monks fought to drown by ring¬ 
ing the bells as he was preaching at Metis, he lifted up his voyce ad ravim ufaue : 
and would not fuffer himfelfe to be outroared. The Saints-bell (as they called it) 

* Pterins ufeth for an hieroglyphick of a preacher, who muff: not fpeaff the word ondy , 
but found it out into all the earth, Rom. 10. i8.not preach it onely, but £r>-ir,asthe 
Apofflcs word fignifieth, 2 Tim. 4.2. clangitc,clamate, Jcr. 4. 5. Bo ate, vociferate , £ 0 ~ 

Mat. 3. 3. Minifters have to doe with deafemen, dead men, living carcafles, walk- Boantk^ci. 
ing fepukhers ofthcmfclves. Now tlierefore as our Saviour lifted up his voice ftrantis. 
tvben he faid, Lazarus come forth : fo muft they ftand over men and cry aloud ,awakc 
thou that Jlcepsfi, and fiand up from the dead , chat Chrifi may give thee light, Eph. 

5. 14. 

turtle you now from your evil way c s &c.] This was the conftant cry of the Prophets 
as here, and Apoftlesas Ails 26. t 8. to open mens eyes (naturally doled up that 
they cannot fee the evill of their wayes, ler 2. 35. 'Rjv. 3. 1.5.) to turn them from 
dnrkncjfe to light, and front the power of Satan to God. 

and from your evill doings] Heb* Defignes,gefls, or cxcrcifes enterprized advifedly 
and profccuted ftudioufly, of natural difpofition aqd inclination as Prov. io.i r . and 
1 Sam. 25. 3. This St. lob: ufualfy calleth committing of finne. 1 Epifr. 3 . 4^8,9. 

Uhn 8. 34. this is to adde rebellion to flnne, lob 34. 37. impudence to impotence 
browes of brafle to iron finewes. If a. 48. 4. This is wickednejf with a wit»effe,vihkh 
if men could but fee in its native colours, and curfcd confequents, they would foon 
be perfwaded to turn from it. As the eye cannot but be offended with a lothfome 
objeftfo neither can the underftanding. Take rats-bane, it looketh not evil: buc 
when a man feelcs it boyle, burn, torture him, &c. he hates it extremely. So he 
fhould doe finne : he will doe elfe at length, when it is too late. For prevention: 

„take the counfell of a Martyr, get thee Gods law, as a glaffe to look in —- So fhal 

„you fee your faces foul-arrayed, and fo Ihamefull, mangy,pocky, and ftabbed, that B 

„you cannot but be Tory at the contemplation thereof, and feek out for cure * Efpe- fJrmlfRt,* 

,,dally if you look to the tag tied to Gods law, the malediftion : which is fuch, as p. 20.25/27* 

,,cannot but make us to caft our currifh tailes between our legs, if we bdeeve it. But 
„0 faithlefle hard hearts! O Iez,abels guefts, rocked and laid afleep in her bed 1 O 
„wicked wretches &c. 

but they did not hear] Though the Prophets crycd, and fpake loud enough to bee 
heard and heeded. A!n heavie earc is a lingular judgement, ffa.6. Io. An hearino 
rare, a precious mercy, T/rov. 20.12. God muft bee intreated to boare our eare 
Pfal. 40. 6. and to make the boare fo big that the word may enter ■ to fay as /ft. 

42.18. Hear ye deaf, and looke ye blind,that ye may fee. 

Verfe 5. Tour fathers where are they Is not the grave their houfe ? have they r 
not made their beds in the dark ? are not they gone down to the Congregation houfe 
ef all living lob 30. 23 ? Everyman Ihouid die the fame day he is born; as being 
born a child of death: the wages of finne is death, and this wages fhould bee paid 
him down prefently. But Chrifi: beggs their lives for a feafon 1 Tim. 4. 10. he is 
the Saviour of allmen, not of eternal prefervation, but of temporal refervatiom Buc 
what a fad thing is it for men to dye in their ftnnes as thefe in the Text, and their Ne¬ 
phews did Iohn 8.a 1,24. How may fuch men, on their death-beds, fay to their fins, 
as Charles the fifth did of his honours, viftorics, riches, Abitc binc^abtte longc y Go, Mtrnxus. 

S°>g ec you out ofmy fight: or as C afn diits Agrippa the conjurer did to his familiar \ 
that ufed to accompany him in the fhape of a dog,Abi d me perdita befiia, qua, me •Job. Atml.Uc, 
ferdidifii. Be gone thou wretched beaft that haft wrought my mine .• Petrus Stirori- cem - *55. 
us fpeaks of one that preaching a funeral fermon on a religious man(as he calles him) 
and giving him large corrrmendationsffieard at the fame time a voice in the Church, . m 
niontms film* judicatusfum, damnatusfum, I am dead, judged, and damned. The J 
Devill preached Sauls ftmeral, t Sam. 28. 19. though David made his Epitaph, 

2 Sam. 1 . 

And do the Prophets live for ever?] Thofe falfe Prophets (fo Hierome ienfeth it) 
that crycd peace, pteace to your fathers,and made all fair weather before them, when 

the 
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the tierce wrath of God was even ready to burft out upon them, as an overflowing 
fcourge. But they doe better that underftand it of Gods true Prophets, who are 
dead indeed (for wife men dye as well as fooles Pful. 4410. Good men dye as 
well as bad, Ez,ech. 21.4. yea good men oft, before the bad, Efty 57. 1.) but 
their words dyed not with them: the truth of their prophefies not onely lived tor 
ever (for ever O Lord thy word is ftablifhcd in heaven c Pfal. 119.89.; but ftruck in 
the hearts and flefh of their perverfe hearers, like the envenomed arrowes of the Al- 
U&n\ Uteri mighty throughout all eternity. Wicked men may, as the wounded Hart, frisk 
kihal'is arundo and skip up and down when the deadly arrow flicks in their ribbes, but not fo eafily 
lhake it off. J 

Kerft 6. Did they not take hold of your fathers ] Overtake and catch them (as Huntf- 
men their prey, or as one enemy doth another in flight 1 Kin 18. 27. 2 King. 25; 
5.) to drag them down to the bottome of hell. A godly man, as he hath peace with 
God, with hhnfelfe, and with the creaturesfo he hath alfo with the Ordinances 
and may fay as Heza^iah, Good is the Word of the Lord which thou h.tfi fpoken . Are 
not my words alwaies good faith God, to them that walpipright ly t Mic. 2.7 ? Excel¬ 
lently Auguftin C,Adverfarius eft nobis,quamdiu fttmtts & ipfi nobis : quant din tit tibi 
inimicus csjnimicttm habebis ftrmortem Dei. Gods word isadverfary to none but fucb 
as are adverfaries to themfelvcs: Neither doth it condemn any, but fuch as (hall be 
Dei %uTin affurcdl y condemned by the Lord ; for what is the Word, but the heart and foul of 
S-Jlrg. God -> as Gregory faith. And what faith the Effcntia] Word of God, who came out 
of the bofome of his father and knew all his counfell ? He that rejefteth me andre- 
ceiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have fpoken, 
the fome ftiall judge him in the laft day, John 12.48 ? Oh confider this ye that for¬ 
get God, that flight his word as if it were but wind, that bcly the Lordand fay, Jt it 
not he neitherfhallthe cw// (foretold) come upon iu, neither fh.dl we fee Jword nor fa¬ 
mine. And the ‘Prophets fhall become wind, andthe word is not in them , thusfhallit bee 
dote unto them, Wherefore thus faith the Lord God of hop, bccaufcye fpeaiI this word 
(and is there not fuch language of many mens hearts now-adayes?) Behold I will 
make my words ( not wind,but) fire and this people wood , and it pill devour them, ler. 
y.i 2,1 ?, i 4 .The Word of God in the mouths of hisMinifters may well be likened to 
Afofes his rod: which whiles he held it in his hand, it flouriftied, and brought forth 
almonds: but being caft upon the ground it became a fer pent. Semblably, Gods 
words and ftatutes, if laid to heart, they yeeld fruit and comfort: but if flighted 
or Inuffed at (as M*l. 1.13 .)ferpent-like they will fling the foul,and become a favour 
of death &c. This contempt will alfo call for a fword, to revenge the quarrel of the 
Covenant: as it did upon thefe mens fathers for their inftance, and admonition. It 
is reckoned by Daniel as a great aggravation of Bclfazzars finne Dan.^zi. that hee 
was not fenfible of his father Nebuchadnezzar* pride and fall. And thou his f me 
Bellhazzar, hafi not humbled thine heart, though thou knewejl all this. The finne of 
thefe Jewcs in the Text was the greater, becaufe their Fathers and Eiders(either out. 
of found converfion, or at lead: out of clear conviction ofconfcience) had confefled 
and remonftrated the truth and juftice of God in threatening and executing his 
judgements upon themfelves, faying as Lam.i .18. “The Lord is righteous, for we have 
rebelled againfi his commandements : and as chap. 2.17. The Lord hath done that which 
he had devifed, he hath fulfilled his word, he hath thrown down and hath not pi? tied &c. 
Hear them in their own words here % the Lord of hop (whofe power is irrefifti- 

Z<mm bIe ) ( devifcd > determined with himfelfe, and accordingly denounced by his 

Prophets) to doe unto us (who did not the words which he commanded usl/omi.S ) 
according to ourwayes (which were alwaies grievous, <P ftl.ro. 5.) and accords to our 
doings (that were not good, Ez^ef. 36. 31.) fo hath he dealt with us: for he loves to 
retaliate and to render to every tranfgreffion and, dfobedience, a 'ufi recompense of re¬ 
ward, Heb. 2.2. r J 

h'erfe 7. Upon the four and twentieth day of the eleventh month"] The third month 
after the former prophecy, when the Jewes probably had pradtifed the doftrineof 
Repentance foearneftly prefled upon them : and had humbled themfelvcs under the 
mighty hand of God, who was now ready to lift them up by this and the ftven fol¬ 
lowing moft comfortable Vifions touching the reftauration and reformation of the 
Church and State. 1 he Dcvill and his impes love to bring men into the briars, and 

there 
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there to leave them, as familiaw forfake’ theS^icches when ^- 

them once into fetters: as the Priefts left Judas thetLtour tolLkrnhSr 
Mat. *7.4. and as the Papifts caft off CrLmer after that bv fSl K* ^ 

Articles, he had caft himfelf into fuch a wretched cohditirm b,n S , tbeir 

hope of a better, nor place for a work * Tam t ^ .. . 

nefie Uceret But fuch is not Gods manner of dealing wffh thofelL llremltat 

foe feeble-minded, i JM, , + and note* thole 

Job 6.14. See the workings of his bowels, the rowlingsof hiscompdiWkindM 
into repentance toward his penitentiaries, Jer. 31. 20 Hof 1, R P ■ d notiT ' 

stT/r thEm ^ to ;“ ^ 

(moreover)the obfeurity of*thePropiiKyTwhcncealfoTl ^ D °f 
mei( low and ftiady) and that in a bottom, as Calvin conceiverh: and all thislhat 
he might give a tafteof good hope to the Jews by little and little ’ h 

and behold a man riding upon a red horfe 1 Not Alexander rv..* -j- 

upon hi, horfe Bnccphalm, and tranilating theEm^e from the PeSsro thf 
Grecians, as Anas Mont anus conceited it: But the Man Cbrifi lefus 1 Timz c 
the Captain of the Lord* Hoft, fojb. 4. i 4 . and of our 
Tiding upon a red horfe ] In the fame fenfe ( faith One ) that this colour is given 
to ^ garments, Efay 63 .1 2 3. and to the Angels horfe. Rev 7 . 4 TKid 
BullCfaith Another) of al! things, cannot abide any red colour. Thereforethl 
hunter for the nonce, ftanding before a tree outs' oii a red l l 

the Bull feeth, he runneth at him as hard as tecah drivJ BuHt ] 
afide, the bulls horns flick faftin the tree 

SU I han h “r “ cttft Hc hfe^upu^the^e 

of h.s crofle, had h.s garment dipt and died in his own blood, as one ihat cometh ’ 
with red garments from Eozra. Therefore the Devil and his Angds (1 ke wM 
hulls of Baftian) ran at him with all their force, (in that three-hours darkS 
efpecially ) but he delivering himfelf, as a mighty Conquerour, their horns flick 
faft, as it were in his crbffe: as Abraham, ramme, by his horns (luck faftin the 


brier, &c. 

render fr ’Tit*?* th " *' r 'V h ««*»! ^rltcro,, fome 

render it. Here Chrift, that horfeman and head of his Church keepeth himfelf 

as touched with the feeling of our infirmities, Heb. 4 15. as fuffering P and forrow- 
ing with his people, who are fitly compared to myrtles , that grow in a ftiady t 

a7watlrs V ffay Wflter , s fid «* Bl tf ed *reyc fhat fowe tefil -&m*ntes 

aters, Efay 32. 20. Myrtles alfo are odoriferous, and precious Efay at io . 
and 5S . 13. fo are the Saints, Efay 43. 4 . Colof. 4 6. thev caft a Poid fcen V,r£ ' Ge ^ 
ffaid‘to e do b y , b y tb< r S race God chat is in them : as ^W^tht Jreat 

with aS 8 I > t by rK he , e! ' Ce m [, t ™P"T' n ' : of his bod y- la %. Lcvit - *3- 40- 
with Nth: 8.15. the Jews at their joyfullfeaft of Tabernacles ufed mirth branch,t 

afelTono 5 ’ t0 J cftlfi ' the k ir 'hrnikfulnefle for a fettlement in the promifed lartd, 
enterfudes S a n7" dnnS ‘k ' h ' Wllderne<re ' The Gentil « “Ifo »theirfolemn feafts 
» l Tf'.TH m K“l T re § arlands m » de of Myrtle. L„ nr t .Om t t 

ZtA A l ‘ a k ,‘ f futh the Apoftle, i Cor. S . 8. who him- 

fe! f ft !>f ' r '“ l ’, amd ™' :e,d,n S , J m,h IV, had an exuberancy of it, at that conftant 
feaft of a good confcience Dio S , m could fay, chat a good man keep S ho“ v da T 

nuallfeCuhere- ho h 0Wn ” h Kakndar of hS peoples lives with conth SC " r7 - 4 - 
Tst-aSr.lL how much more m heaven? PI,n ,,tells us, thatr ^mfrt.faOa 

Romans X 1 ’ ^’ 'i : of Myrtle was made, atnohgthe 

frhimph’ h or garland, of thofe that dql fhout for vidory’of rife in * *' 

P rU horie-mcn: Nammmicraffnm.fi 

reh ^ ^ ^cmoicqn,! inch Calvinhctc. Thefe horfe. men are An¬ 

gelas verfi 10. deputed to feveraU offices, and executions, for judgement, fom 

. mcrcy^ 


Ghap.i 


5°4 


cAn expojition on 


•mercy, or both; (hadowcd by the divers colours of their horfcs. 

Calvin. Verfe 9. Then faid /, Omy Lord what are thefe Tfras the Prophets enqui¬ 
red and fearched diligently (as faith Saint? Peter , li Epift. 1. n.) for the 
truth of things, as hunters feek for game, and as men feek for gold, in the very 
mines of the earth : who not content with the firft oar that offerech it felf to 
their view, dig deeper, and deeper, till they are owners of the whole treafure. See 
Prov. 2. 4. and reft not, till ye fee that bliflefull fight, Ephef. 1.18,19. 

and the Angel that talked toith me, ] Or, in me, as the Vulgar rendreth it. This 
was fomc created Angel, who might reveal things to the Prophet hy working oa 
thephantafie, andfpirit, by way of information and inftm&ion, as Dan. 9. 21* 
Luk‘ I411. Apoc. 1.1. 

I will frew thee what thefe be ] How ready are the holy Angels to ferve the 
Saints, H eb. 1. 14. rejoycing more in their names of office then of honour, of 
employment, then preferment, to be called Angels (that is, Meffengers, or incer- 
nuntio's ) then Principalities, Thrones, Dominions, Ephef. 1.20. accountingit,bet- 
tcr to do good, then to be great, to difpenfe Gods benefits, then to enjoy them. 
Hence they are with, and about the Saints, as their companions, guides, protedours, 
monitours, and rulers of their aftions, as here. 

Verfe IO. And the man that food among the myrtle-trees J The man Chrifl 
Jefus, that is ever with his Church, and in the midft of his people, that fecdtth 
among the lillks , and walketh in the middeftof the feven golden candlcfticks. He 
being asked by the forefaid Angel, anfwered him ( in Zacharies hearing ) for he is 
- Palmoni hammedabber, that excellent Speaker, as Daniel calleth him, and there¬ 

fore asketh him of the vifion, Dan. 8.13. 

Thefe are the) whom the Lord hath fent ] As his Epoptai , or Overfeert and In¬ 
telligencers. Not that God needeth them, as Princes need the counfell and aid of 
their fnbjeds. The holy Angels receive mOre from God, then they performe,or 
bring to him. But he maketh ufe of their fcrvice about us. 1. For the honour of 
his Majefty, and comfort of our infirmity. 2. To make out his love unto us, by 
employing fuch noble creatures for our good. 3. To make and maintain love and 
correspondency between us and Angels, till we come to walk arm in arm with An* 
gels, as Zach. 3. 7. and to be like unto them, yea their equals, Luke 20. 3 6 . if not 
more, Ephef.1. 23. 

Verje 11. iVe have walked to and fro thereto the earth J Itavimut , we have 
courfedup and down with incredible fwiftneffe. Hence they are called thechar- 
retsof God, PJal. 68. 17. ( Web; Gods-charret , to note out their joynt-fervice, as 
of one ) as here, his horjfemen , ready preft to do his plcafurc. 

, and behold all the earth fitteth filland is at reft J excepting the Church alone, 
which like Noah's Ark, is ever tofied up and down, till it reft at lafton theever- 
lafting mountain: then (he fhall have her happy Halcyons: then (he fhall fee her 
enemies afar off as Lazarus did Dives , or as the Ifraelites at thered-fea did their 
perieeutours, dead upon the fhore. Mean-while, fhe muft not expeft to be calm, 
■Joh.16.33. and quiet for any continuance. In the world ye fhall have trouble, And ye (ball 
Joh!i6.*2oV weep and lament : but the world Jball rejojee : they (hall revel, and laugh them- 

Efth.3.15. fdves fat. The k}*g and Haman fat down to drinks : but the city Shufhdn toas 

perplexed. The Church is called Gods threfhing-fioor, becaufe threfhed withcon- 
1 r ' 3 * 9 ’ tinuallcroffes; and Gods-husbandry , becaufe he will be fure to plow his own ground, 

and to make long furrows upon their backs, whatfoever become of the wafte; and 
to weed his own garden, though the reft of the world be let alone, and grow wild. 
Ter 48 Moab is not poured from vtffell to vefeU, but fetlcth upon the lees : when the Ifrael 

job 10.10. * God is poured out as milk, and crudlcd like cheefe, as Job fpeaketh in an¬ 
other cafe. 

Verfe 17 . Then the Angel of the Lord’] That Advocate with the Father, Jcfus 
the Juft One, 1 John a. 2. who appearech for his affli&ed people, and feelingly 
pleads for them, as being afflitled in all their affliblions, even the Angel of his pre- 
fence that faveththem , Efay 6 s. 9. It much moved him, to hear that Gods ene¬ 
mies were in better cafe then his people: and this put him upon the following 


paffionate cxpoftulation. '% ■ 

mu O Lord of tiofts, How long wilt thou not have mercy on Jerufalem^Qcc. ] Vfqde- 
V quo 


Chap.i. the Trophecie of Zachariah. 59s 

quo Demine. Calvin had thefe words much in his mouth : thereby breathing out 
his holy defires in the behalf of the afflifted Churches, wichwhofe fufferingshee M etch Adam. 
was more affefted then with any thing that befell himfelf. It is faid of MeUnSthon, in vi, a. 
thac the miferies of the Church made him almoft negleft the death of his deareft . . 
’children*, and put him upon many prayers and tears- which, like mufick upon the 
water, made a moil melodious noife in the ears of God. When Luther in a certain 
Epiftle checked him, and chod him for his exceeding great care of the Churches 
welfare, calling him pertinaciffimam ettraram hirudinem, &c. he meekly replied, . 

Si nihil curarem, nihil orarem ; If 1 fliould not care fo, 1 fhould not pray fo.* God j 
feemeth fometimes to have loft his mercy, ( as here. How long wilt thou be un- 
mercifull to Jerufalem ) and then we muft find it for him. He feemsto have for¬ 
got his people: we muft remind him. He feems to Deep, delay: we muft waken, 
quicken him, with Hoto long Lord? Thou ftsalt arife, and have mercy upon Zion: 

Ur* the time to favour her, yea the f €t time is come, faith Daniel , who is ( proba- Pfal.ro 2. 
bly ) held to be the Pen-man of that excellent l*fal. 102. (Confer Dan. 9. 2.) and I 3» , 4 
he /peaks it with as much confidence, as if he had been in Gods bleffed bofom 
the while. This alfo hefpake, not now by a fpirit of prophecy, or fpeciall reve¬ 
lation ; but by way of argumentation, orneceflary demonftration: For thy fer-. 
vants take pleufurc in her fonts, and favour the drift thereof - 3 They pity her, and 
melt over her, therefore thou Lord much more: ficli all their tenderneffeis but a 
fpark of thy flame, a drop of thine Ocean. 

again ft which thou haft had indignation , thefe threefcore and ten yeersj There is 
much ado among Interpreters about Jeremies 70 and Zacharies 70, whether One 
and the fame: or different on^ from another. That of Scaliger is moft unlikely, 
who reckoneth thefe yeers of the captivity, from the firft year of Xerxes with his 
father D ariits, unto the fourth year of Darius Nothus. How much better our £™tnci y tm 
countreyman Lydiat ( whom yet Scaliger fo much fcorned, faying, ffluv eft ille ex > * 

ultima Britannia Cants, qui I of. Scaliger um audeat all at rare * ) who concludes it 3 
to be 70 years from the laft deftrudion of Jerufalem by the Chaldees, to this fe- Lyd.Emthd. 
cond year of Darius Hyftajpes , wherein Zachariah prophecyed ? That of A Lapide reit V- Anm 
upon this Text, I cannot paffe by, Moralitcr idipfumdicamus, idipfum oremtts& 3 * 5 * 
cbjecremus pro Anglia, &c. Let us fay the fame, pray the fame for England, Scot¬ 
land, &c. that the Angel here doth for Jerufalem; How long Lord, wilt thou not 
have mercy upon England, where Herefiehatb prevailed now thefe hundred years 
and upwards? The Englifh fugitives beyond-feas, write upon their Colledgeand 
Church-doors, in great golden letters, J efu, }efu, converte Angliam : Fiat , Fiat. 

Jefu convert England : Amen, Amen. Why, yet this is fomewhat better then that 
of P ererius the Jefuite, upon Genef. 15. 16. If any man marvell faith He, why 
England continueth to flourilh, notwithftanding the over-flow of herefie, and 
cruel perfecution of Catholikes, (juft execution of Catholikes, he (hould have faid) 
wee anfwer, becaufe their iniquity is not yet full, ( God grant it, ler. 28. 6.) 

Sed veniet tandem ini quit at is complementum . But the time is not far off: and for¬ 
bearance is no quittance, &c. 

Verf 13. And the Lord anftoered the Angel ] How (hould God do otberwife 
then anfwer his welbeloved Son, with good and comfortable words, fith he is all in 
all with the Father, and can do any thing with him ? Father , faith he, I know j 0 h. i 2 ,’ 
thou heareft me alwayes , Did God hear Abraham for Ifmael , nay for Sodom ? Did 
David hear Ioab, interceding for Abfolom ? Did Herod hearken to Blaftus making Afts 12.26. 
requeft for thofe of Tyre and Sidon, with whom he was highly difpleafed ? And 
(hall not God give ear to his Son, praying for his people, that arenas dear to him 
as the apple of his eye ? Good and comfortable words he doth furely anfwer him: 
fuch as were once thofe, Jolf. 12 27,28. when Chrift had thus prayed ; Now is my ^ 

foul troubled , and what frail I fay ? Father fave me fronithis hour ;. bjet for this 
caufecame 1 to’this hour. Father, glorifie thy Name. Then came then a voice from 
heaven ( Batb-chol the Rabbins call it) faying, I have both glorified it , and will 
glorifie it again. So, when he (hall fay in his daily interceflion ( for he ever livetfi 
to make requeft for us, at the right hand of the Majefty on high ) It irketh rne,^^ *• 
that the whole earth is at reft, and my Church at fo much unreft: Return , O Lord , f 
hoto long? and let it repent thee concerning thy fervants. Save now I bcfeech Ffahpo.ij. 

V v thee. 
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i. 


Ier. 30.17. 


Ef.27.4. 

Prov. 6 . 34 - 


Gen. 4. 6 . 
Efth. 7.8. 

Pfal. 40. 15 


Num. 12. 


Thce~oTcrd: O Lordlbefeech thee fend now profperity. How can God do 
lefs then anfwer as If a. 53. 10. 'Hfifr Will 1 arife , now will l be exalted, nofr 
wiUl lift »p mjfelf : Or as in the words next following here ( which indeed arc 
all along good words and comfortable words ) 1 am jealous for ferufalem&c. The 
Lord JhAUlet comfort Zion, andjballyet chufe Jerufalem j Jet for all the forrow 
he (hall do it, and for all that Others called her an outcaft faying, ThtstsZton, 
whom no manfeketh after : and (he her felt concluded her dolefall ditty With,7W 
haft utterly refilled us : thou art very wroth again]} us. Lam. 4. 

Ve'rfe 14. So the Angellthat communed with me~\ See the Note on ver. 10. 

cry thou faying] q. d. Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, faith your God, 
Speakc ye comfortably to Jerufalem, Jpeakeye to her heart and cry unto her faying, 
that her appointed time is accomplished, that her iniquity is pardoned, and fo the 
quarrell is ended : for (he hath received of the Lords hands double for her fins. 
Nothing fo much as I have deferved faith fhe E<ra 9. 13* twice fo much as lhe 
hath deferved, faith He. O fweet conrradi&ion \ O beantifull contention l The 
fame Hebrew word fignifiethro rfpfwandto comfort 1 Sam. 15. 35 *. Ef*} £° -1 / 
Gods care is to comfort thofe that are caft down- His command to his Prophet is 
to cry comfort to the penitent with an extraordiny carneftnefle, from the God of all 
confolation. . , _ - a 

I am jealous for lerufalcm and for Zion frith a great jealoufie\ Love is ftrong at 
death, zeal, or jealoufie (for the fame word fignifieth both ) is hard as hell. Cant. 

8. 6 . Non amat qui non z,elat iaith a Auguftine. He loves not that zealesnot* 
And Baftl venturing himfelf veryfarr for his friend, and by lome blamed for it, 
anfwered. Ego aliter aware non didici, I cannot love a man, but I mull do mine 
utmoftforhim. When one defired to know what manner of man Baftl was, it is 
faid there was prefented in adreame to him a pillar of fire with this motto Tali* 
e(l Bafilius, Lo, fuch an one is Bafil. It is certain® that our God is aconfuming 
fire } who wouldfet the briars and the thorns l, aith He, that is the churches enemies, 
again ft me in battel ? I would go through them, I would burn them together. And 
yet he faith in the fame place. Fury is not in me : What will he do then when jea- 
loufie is in him as here ? Icaloufie is the rage of a man, and hath thefe three pro- 

Firft it is exceeding watchfull, and quick-fighted: hardly (hall the Paramour 
efcape the husbands eye, a wanton glance is foon noted and noticed. God is no 
lefle fenfible and obfervant of the lead: indignity done to his deaye fpoufe, his 
Hephzibah,bc it but in a frown or a frump. Why u thy countenance caft down, faith 
God to that dog-bolt Cain ? Why doft lowre upon my righteous Abel t 
What will he force the Queen alfo before me in the houfe ? If Davids enemies 
mow and make mouths at him, if they ay Aha, Aha, fo would we have it, God 
will reckon with them for it. If Edom fay jcaringly to the Prophet, Watchman, 
what of the night ? watchman, what of the night ? If Ammon clap but his hands at 
Gods Ifrael, if he ftamp with the feer, and re/oyce in heart only, when it goes 
ill with the church, God will ftretch out his hand upon him, and cut him off out of 
his countrey, andhejhail know that he is Jehovah, Ezek. 25. 67. yea that the Lord 
God of Ifrael is a jealous God. He will be jealous for his land> and pitty his peo¬ 
ple leel 2. 18. 

Secondly jealoufie is violent: it is cruel as the grave , the coalcs thereof are 
coales of fire Cant. 8. 6. The lame word is elfewhere put for fiery thunderbolts* 
Pfal. 78. 48. alfo for a carbuncle or burning feaver Dent. ja. 24. Jealoufie puts 
a man into a feaver-fit of outrage: arms him with fiery darts, yea with light- 
bolts : makes him caft firebrands, be ready to take any revenge .* Think the lama 
of God in a way of juft ice. He will (pit in the fac& of a Miriam , that (hall but 
mutter againft his Mofesx what then will he do, ( or rather what will he not do) 
again ft Jezabel, Athaliah, Herodias &e 1 
: Thirdly jealoufie is irreconcilable, implacable, Prov. 6. 34, 35 - He will not 
fpstfe in the day of vengeance. He will not regard any ranfim, neither will he reft 
^ content though thou give many gifts, wbat would not Balaac have given to have 
V had his will upon Ifrael ? What large offers made Haman ? he would pay ten 
thoufaad talents of filver to thofe that had the charge of the bufinelfe to deftroy the 

Tcwcs. 


jChap.1. the Prophecie of Zachariah. pay 

..Jewes. Ahajbuerofb ycclded: but fo did not God. We are fold ( faid Eft her ) Efih. 3. 9. 

1 and my people, to be deftrojefi, to be fiain and to perijk : But God never cojpfcnted Eflh. 7. 4. 
t cp the bargain^.; * He had jwarr' with Amafec for ever, and laid his hand upon his 
own throne, as. .(wearing .tq.root him oixc Exod. 17. 16- And this proud Agagite 
Haman fhall fcpl the force ofhis curfc iriTiis very bowels. Let the labouring 
Church but^ry put* Help O.Kjng, h earqO h u sband, give eare O Jbepheard of Ifrael, Ifa 8.8. 
the enemy is come.into thy land 0 Immanuel, [and the, ft retching out of bis wings fl/eth iGu6$. 1$: 
the whole bredth of it. : f^hpre is thy *x*le ( or jealoufie ) and thy firength, s the 
founding of thy bofrels, and of thy mercies towards me ? are they refrained l Doubt - 
leffe thou art our Father, our Redeemer, or neer kinf man, nay, our husband. Thy 
church is uptojthee A fifter, a fpoufe : And canft thou hide thine eyes from thine Elay $8.7; 
own flelh?, from her thaj;is fiynedto the Lord, and is one fpirit? {hnjl Abraham * Cor. <5.17. 
venture fortherefeue of hiskinfmau, David of his two wives, and wilt thou do g 

nothing for theftearely beloved, of thy foule ? (hall (he be given up into the hand of i cr . ' 

her enemies ? (hall the [word reach unto the fmle. Let Chrift but hearc filch words Ier- 4.1 o. 
from the mouth ofhis Spoufc : and he will foon gird his {word upon his thigh, he 
will atft Phineas his part and execute judgement: he wi.liftnirehis enemies in the pf . g 
hinder parts ( whip them, as men ufe to do boyes ) and fo put them to a perpetuall 3 * 7 * • 
reproach 1 fhame them for ever, as a company of puny es ax Zanies. 

Verfe 1 y. And i am very fire difp/eafid frith the Heathen that are at eafe ] Heb. 
lam in fuch a heat e as caufeth fuming and foaming, Jam boy ling-hot, and. even 
ready to burft oiit upon them, to deftroy them; for. the word here ufed hath 
great affinity with another word that fignifieth to cut down, and to deftroy 2 King. 

6 . 6. and importetb an higher degree of difpleafure, a greater height ofheate, 
then either Anger or wrath, as may be, feen in .that fignall gradation 29. 

28. The Lord rooted them out of their land in Anger and in Wrath, and in great 
Indignation . The laft of thefe three is this word in the Text, - Fervort maxima 
fervee, lamas hot as may be againft thofe Heathens that are at eafe, at hearcs- 
eafe, that come not in trouble like other men, neither artyhej,plagued as better men, P/aI.73. S. 
and are therefore fecure and inlolent^aboye mcafure lob 21. 23; haughty and 
, haunty, fo that the Church cannot reft for them: they thruft with the fliouldejr, 
aud pu(h with the horn ( as afterwards verfe -18. 19. with Dan. 8. 4. ) yea they 
pu(h the difeafcd Exek* 34.21 -.( which is a fingular cruelty., ) 
they help forward the ajfiiElitn ] they fail like dogs upon the wounded Deere. 

This David complaincs of as an unfufferable grievance Pfal . 69, 20. For they 

perfecute him whom thou haffmittenand they talk, to the grief of thofewhom thou 27, 

baft wounded. God fmicctb his in mercy and in meafure, in the branches only } and Au , 

not at the root, neque ad exitiumfed ad exercit turn. Difpleafid he may be with his 

own, and'make bloody wails upon their backs, ifneed be : buttheo he lookes 

that others (houid pitty them, and not lay on more load and leek to bring them to 

utmoft extremity. God puts his people fometimes into the hands of his enemies* 

for corredion fake. Now they commonly being inraged with haughty, revenge 

full, and malicious defires, exceed their commiftion, and fo derive the mifehief 

upon tbemfelves ( See Prov. 24. 17, 18,) they cannot doe but they muft overdoe 

(vs Nebuchadnezzar thcrodin Gods hand Ifni 10. )and thereby utterly undoc 

themfelves forever. For their cruelty comes up to heaven 2 Chron. 28. 9. and 

God foon heareth the cry ofhis opprefled (for he is gracious ) and avengeth himfelf 

on their pittilefie enemies : ftanding over them and laying as Ifa. 47. 6 . I was 

Wroth with my people, I have polbted mine inheritance, and given them into . 

thine hand: thou didft fhew them no mercy: upon the ancient haft thou heavily 

laid the yoke. Andagaine; BccaSjfajhefe Philiftines have dealt by revenge,, and 

have takpn vengeancewith a dcccitfuufjcart, to defiroy it for the old hatred'. There - Ezek.25.x5, 

fore I wit execute great vengeances upfe them with furious rebukjes , and they/ball 1 7 -and 26.2. 

know that I am the Lord when l (hall laftyny vengeance upon them:. Joab never plea- 2Sam.13.30l 

fed David better, then when he made intcrccflion for bani(h :d Abfdlom.t for the 

foule ofking David longed to go forth unto Abfilom, whom yet he had'very juft 

caufc to be greatly difplcafed with. God in a heaths it wpre ? .againft Ifrael, offererh 

Mofts a great fortune Exod. 3 a. 10. but would have taken it very ill, that Moft A 

foouldfiaveakcnfiimathis wotd. ' 

V v i He 


\\ 
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He is hnt a little angry With his petplej axd foon repehteth him of the evilf- : But 
Wot be to thofG that help forward the indignation, that deale by Gods afHi&edas 
the Herd, of Deer do ; which, when any of the herd is Act, 1 theTeft' pulh him 
out of their companyItisfaidof QVE'iifab'eth, thifftic hated hplefle then did 
Camden. Mithridates, fuchas 'malidouffy periecutcd Y er h^' fifffakcri oflfortUfifc. Think 
the fame of God- He wcareth his rfcid to thfc ft umps/ and theri throwes it irico 
the fire. He fees his borle-leechcs to' his people^ when he findes them fick ot a 
plcthory tiff pride, when ful'nelle hath' bred fbrgcffylhctfc, laturity fecurity) attd 
ftffercth them to fuck till they burltY ahd then treads them under his fecr, and 
puts them away as drofle Pfai 119.118,11 9. 

Pfai 4a. 7. Verfe 16 . Therefore thus faith the Lord~\ Thus, Une deep cdltrth anothth. 

: the lower deep of our mifery, the higher deep of Gbcfemerty. ' As Crafui his 
dumb fon burfi: out into Kill not king prafus i '■ fo, when enemies arc ready to 
devoure the Church; Gods bowels work: hecanhibld no longer but in yes,' bavi 
iny child. Handle the yong man gently for riiy fakei See Icr, i‘ri ; 26. If a. 5 7; 

1 6. I will not contend for ever ; neithtef fyill 5 be alwayes wroth: for the fptrh 
frould fails before me &c. when thechildTWoons in the whipping, God lei taHi 
the rod, and falls a killing it, to fetich lift into it againe. A Phyfician, jn fume 
<ales purgeth his patient till nothing be' left almolt, but skin and bone:or blooddeth 
him ad deliejuium anim* % till he feint and link, but yet his care is Hill to maintain 
nature: fothis heavenly Father and Phylitian iscarefull to keep up thefpiiits ot hit 
fuffering Saints, by comforts and cordials, as here: r 

I am returned tolerufalem with mcnses\ Miferatfonib’us' vifserdlibiti with muH 
titudes offender mercies thac flow from the inwards, from the bowels, 1 irom th'e 
bofom and bottom of rh&hearf: and that of a Parerit, nay of a mother toward 
her child in an extremity as 1 King, i f 26. Ahd here ooferves how fully and 
fh g Con %f' fweetly the Angels prayer ( verfe izyfis anfwefcd'dven ad cardinem defiderif. 
Ub. 5. c. 5. God not only grants him according to his own heart', bat fulfills all hid counfelf as 

it is Pfrl. 26. 4. Lets it beto him even as he will, nay gives him an enlarged an- 
fwer, prefleth upon him ( as Naamah did upon Gcht<.i’s two talents when he deli- 
red but one. ) How long'wilt thou not be mere if all to je-ufalemfaith He} ■ 

behold.]am returned to ftrufalem with many mercies faith God.^ l went away 
and hid me from it in my.anger Hof. 5. 15. but am come again with many com¬ 
forts, to relieve it. As all light is from the Sun, arid all waters from the lea: 16 
js all comfort from God. In thy Itght frailwe fee light : but T hqudiddcfr hide thy 
faceandl'toastroubledPfal. 30. 7. as when the Sun is eclipled, all creatures 
here flag and hang the head, there is a drooping in the whole franfe of natarc • and 
as when the cxtra&ing force of the Sun leaves the vaponrs that arc drawn up, they 
fell down again to the earth ; So fares it with the Chutch: If God withdraw, fife 
lyes all amorr, yea, £he lieth open to all forts of evils .and enemies: for her fradeti 
it departedfrom her. But he cannot be long abient, fiich is bis love: he will rii 1 
pent for hie people when he feeth their power is gone Dent. 32. 3 6. when theteisa[ 
dignus vindice nodus , an extremity fit for divine power to incerpOfc: when mi** 
fery weigh* down,& nothing but mercy turns thefcale,then(”at furtheft)in the verV 
turning and criticall point. He will return to ? erufalem with mercies . He wifi 
tfeturn to her, not as the winter fun, that calls a goodly countenance whenit' 
fhines, but gives little comfort and heat: but with a Cornu-copia pf all roann& 
ofblcffings will he come. . ;i, ° 

my houfe frail be built in it faith the Lord of Hofis : and a line frail be frretchei 
forth upon ferufalem] that is both Church and State (hall flourilh. God will both! 
do good in his good pleafure unto Sion: he will a Ifo build the walls of ferufalem PfdlJ 
51. 18. but mark that he faith in his good pleafure , as here in tender mercies ; fa 
teach us, thac all the good we enjoy is merely of mercy, it is all of free grace s 
for otherwife, there fhould notbelo much as auy fete , of Church or cutmnqiW 
wealth, as we fee in the Jewes at this day '; a miferablc diYiefted people, becaufe 
Hot 1. Lo-ruhamahfach as have not obtained mercy. Their; Anceftours acknowledged* 
with all thankfulnefle for fo undeferved a favour, that Except thtf Lerd of 'Hafts 
Ifay I • 9‘ had left unto them a very fmall remnant , they fhould have been ^ ^dhm^ and tfre 
Mato Gomorrah. Had not the Angels laid hold upon Aefj'Kimid/ arid the gootf 
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Lord bee» merciful l unto him Gen. tp. 16. he alfo had perifihed a (non git thofc • • 

finnere againfl: their ownloules. Jchofrua was a brand pluckl out oft he. fire Zech\ i; - 
3 . 2. u And when OncfaidxoMr. Bradford the Martyr God hath done much - 
“for you fidee I fir ft knew you, and hath wrought wonderpufly.in you to bis 
“glory ; he thus anl wet ed. Truth it is, for He hath dealt favourably v/ith rile, ip 
«< tfat he hath not punifhed me according to my fins, but hath fudged; me to live M ° D ' 
“that l might feck repentance. Thou;haft puniftied us.iefie tbCa.PWj iniquities Ezra 9.13. 1 
deferve, faith B^ra. And it is of the Lords mercies that we are'not cpnfumed, 
faith the Church,becaulchiscompalfipns faile net Lam,. 3.,22: £.v scs ..ys: 1 

Kerfe ij. Cry Jttjaying y Thus faith the. Lord of H ofts my cities ] ; H<jre;are foufe 
Tm in this one verfe, and ailvery graciousones : to break their hard harts, and 
to rail'e their faith in bis pro mile cl mercies. For it is as if ..God Ihould lay. Though 
I was fore dilplealed with your Fathers, and yeare rifen up. in their ;ropmes.a very 
race of rebels, fo that 1 have had indignation againflt you full feventy yeers, ver. 

12. yet 1 do jlou to know, .and by my Prophet 1 prpclaitue with great earneftnefs 

and evidence of truth, that i do yecownyou my cities .( fo that ye are not difeor 

venanred ) and will yet profper you ( fo that it fliall no more be laid TbisvZw icr. 30.17. 

whom no man careth ior :. for you (hall have plentifull increafe of mm,; cattle and 

all manner fruits of the earth as chap. z. 4.) yea. you fliall haveafulnefTe of all 

things, not only reph tive but dtffufive, not only of abundance^ but of redundance 

too ; your cup frail overflow into the lelfer veffcls of others* . 

my cities through profpenty frail yet be fpread abroad] Diffundentur, diffluent, aut 
effluent. You fliali have not for neceflity only, but for lawfull delight,and honeft 
affluence. . . .. : , * . ... 

and the Lord fljall yet comfort Zion] fc. with fpjritiiail comforts, talcing her 
into his wine-cellar Cant. 2. yea into the wilderncfc,. ai)d there fpeakfng to her 
heart Hof 2.13* ■ r. 

and frail yet chufelerufalem] That is, fettle her in .the fqund afluranceof her, 

Eleftion and Adoption, whereof tbofe outward bltflings are both frufees and 
pledges. Hcncc David doubts not to conclude.his.^ritual good eftate, and hopes 

ofecernaUhappinefle from his externall enjoyments. Pfai. 23, y, 6 . Thou prepa- 
nfi a table before me , thou anointefi mine bead^ pty Cup^nnetl^ver. - Hcnce hc in-, 
ferrs. Surely goodaeffe and mercy frailfollow me aflxh(l 4 etyes ofnty life ; ancfl [ball 
dwell in the houfe of the Lord for ever. ; In- all that inhere ’laid, vyc tnay fee that 
feripture fully made good Itr. 51. 5 . If^pel hath not been forfaken, nor judah of 
his God, of the Lord of Hofts .■ though their land was filled with fin agaiiift the, 

Holy one of Jfracl. And herein God dealt with his people according .to hi pre-, 
rogativc, and not according to his ordinary c^urfe. W ; hen the cur fed Canaarvitcs 
had fi.led their land from comer to corner with their upcleannciics,. they >vere devo- Ezra 9 n. 
ted to deftrudion. W hen the Edomites; grew infolent arid ripe fp; ruinc, th.ey ; 

Were called the border of wickednejft, atfd the people againfl whom the. Lord had ing 
dignationfor ever. Mai. I. 4. See the Note there. 

Verfe iX. Then 1 lift up mine eyes and faw'] That is, I gave good heed to this, 
fecond vilion alfo: Which was added purpufely forconfirmation.pf thcformer 
promifes; which Ihould be certainly accomplilhed to the Church, notvyitjiltand- 
ing her many and mighty enemies. Horns they are called lor their might and mif- 
chicvoufnes: by a metaphor, a fetts cornupetu from fierce beafts, whofe fttength . 
and wrath lies intheirliorns; or die from warders, who wore iron horns upon 


cucir ncimcia. . ■ . . 

and behold four horns'] Not the foure Monarchies ( for the Grecians and Ro¬ 
manes were not yet: and this is fpoken here for the prelcnc comfort ot the afflift- 
ed Church >butttte enemies of Ifrael from all the four parts of the world f fee 
Pfai. 107.2,3. ) for they were (urrounded; On the North were the Syrians, AlTy- 
rians, and Babylonians. ( Ab Aqu lone nihil bonf fer. 4. 6 . and 6 . 1. ) On the 
Ealf,'the Ammonites and Moabites. On the South, the Edomites and^.Egypti¬ 
ans. Gn the Weft, the Philiftiues, as may be gathered out of lefemy and *JE-zekjel. 
Geneva is at thbday a fmall 'people, invironed with enemic?, French,. Spanifh.v 
Savoy, Pope ; and barred out from all aid of neighbours, cityes,, and cha^ches;.. 
yet, -by the mighty arm of God, ftrangely and ftrongly upheld and; 4efend83* 
V v 3 





yto &/#» expofition on Chapa, 1 

*• This Mr* Be*<t reprefented in a moft elegant emblem of a city depaintedas hanged 
Mtlch- Ad. in by a twined threed; futtainedand maintained by the mighiy hand of God alone. 
vit.Bci.227- Would any man take the Churches piduref faith Luthers then let him paint a 
a filly poor maid, fitting in a wood or wildernefle, compared about with hungry 
btc. cam. de wo lves, lions, bores, and hearts, and with all manner of cruel and hurtful! beaity 
ftrfcc.ver* an<1 irt t fc c of a great many lurious men aflaulting her every moment and mi- 
Ecdtp*. nut e, for this is her condition in the world. 

Verfe lp And If aid urn* the Angel that talked with me, What bethefe ? ] 
Though the vifion be dark and myfteriou^, yet thei Prophet dcfpaireth not of a 
right underftabding, neither doth he waywardly rejetf: it fcitha g*»d non vult 
intelligi, vult tteghgi. But, wanting wisdome he asketh it of God, as St. lames 
alfo advifetb us to do chap. i. 5. and as T>avtd paftiled. Teach megood judg* 
went and knowledge faith He, give me understanding and 1 Shall obferue thy law* 
Thus Daniel prayed, and had an Angel fent to informe him, not once but often m 
• friendly and familiar manner Ban, 9. 21. and 10. 11. andu. z\ 3. Sohadlo- 

foh, Cornelius , Paul, &c. And although Angels are not io ready now, or ap¬ 
pear not, at leaft, fo vifitly to tell ns the mind of God: yet He will not be wan¬ 
ting to his willing fcrVants; butin tbc ufe of mcancs they fhall be all taught of Cod: 
as David was by repayring to the JanAuary Pfal. 73. 13. and as the Launch was 
by Philip Alt. 8. 

thefeare the homes which have fcattered} Heb. to fed them up in the ayre, as 
Lud de D ieu furious beafts do with their homeland lord) bruited them. Nam not mode djptr-. 
in Mat. 22. 44 * fottem fignificat qua jit per modufn ventilations, fed etiam qua ft per modum alitfio- 
nu & contritions ♦ Sec Hof .10.14. and 13.16. 

Verfe >0. And the Lord /hewed me> foure carpenters ] He thit before was called 
an Angell, is here called Jehovah, this Ihcwes him to be t brill, who is God buffed 
forever. In refpeft of his etcrnall effence he is called the Lord: in rcipeft o. his 
office or Mediatourlhip, an Angell. 

foure carpenters} Or fmiths: fo many horns, fo many Artificers to batter 
and break them. God wants not wayes and mcancs to help his at a dead lift: he 
2 Pet. 2. 9. knotves how to deliver faith Peter, and herein uiually hegoetha way by himielf. 

Many times he fetteth the enemies together by the earcs among themfelvcs: whi - 
/eft that 1 wit hall efcape, faith David Pfal. 141. 10. Thus by Nebuchadnezzar, 
aa by a mall or beetle, he brake the reft of thofe horrible homes: as at thi.* day 
the Pope by the Turk, and Spaniard by tfce French, and that the Church may have 
her Halcions. N. marvelll flept foloundly feeing Antipater was by and watch¬ 
ed, faid Philip of Macedon. We may better fay of Antipattr, our gtacious Father 
and guardian, the keeper of his Hrael. 

Verfe 31. What come thefeto do ? 7 he asketh net what they were? for by 
their tooles or weapons he perceived they were Carpenters or fmiih,( as fotne 
think}with iron mftruroents tobreake theie iron homes: confer 1 King. 22.11. 
He inquired) therefore of their imployment only. Futilous and foohfti queftions 
fhould he avoided^Tit. 3. 9. 

fo that no man did lift up his head } Turn head, or lookc cheerfully as Luke 
21. 28. . 

but thefe are come to fray them } deterrere, faith the Vulgar: better deterrere, to 
fright them, now that they had pufht Ifrael to the Lord. 

tocaft out &c. ] Thus Omne fab regnograviore regnum'ji. See Ecclef. 5. 7* 
with the Note there. 


CHAP. II. 

Verfe f, It lift up mine tytsagaine and looked ] i. e. Ilookcd Wiftity, notflug- 
Jl giddy, as betwixt fieeping and waking as chap. 4. I law further by 
the fpirit then common fenfe could have carried me. I beheld lerufalcm in her 
future glory, I looked intently, I took aime, no 1 by the things which are fee*, 
but by tfr tiring* Vrhieh are Hot [ten 2 Car. 4.18. tub. 11. 27*' Gat- 4. 26. 


Chap.z. the Prophecie of Haggai. 511 

and behold a man.'] The-Man Chrift Jefus, ashis Mother is called a Virgin Jfa.y.x^ 
the Virgi»,that famous Virgin that conceived and bare c Son, that gat a man from 
the Lord Gen.4.1. This Man (called before and after an Angel, as appearing in 
humane fliape) is here feen and fet forth as an Atchired or Mafter-builder,going co 
take the plot of his Church (fee %ev. 21. 15. and obferve by the way, how in chat 
book the.holy Ghoft borrows the allegories and elegancies of the Old Teftament, 
to fee outtheftory of the New, infucceeding ages.) 1 ■ , ....... 

Verfe 2. Wljither gpeffthoul} This wasgrelt boidneffe ; Biit the Prophet un- 
derftood hirafelf well enough j and Chrift approves and afients to it in agraci- 
ousanfwer here, and efpecially verfe 4. Great is the confidence of a good confci- 
encetoward God.' See £fay 63. 16,17. Hab. 1.12. Wcmaycome boldly rathe 
throne of grace, Heb. 4. 16. •rPenjJi'j. 

to meafure Jerufalem. 3 This had been proinifcd before, Chap. 1.1 61 But for their 
further confirmation, who faw a little likely hood of frrch a reedifying and repeo¬ 
pling, it is repeated. Thus the Lord, tendering our infirmity, leak co us again 
and again in the holy Sacrament, what he had faid and fworn to-us in his 
word. 

Verfe 3. And behold the Angel} Zacharies Angel, as One called) him. Went 
forth} to take diredion from Chrift, and to give the prophet further information. 

See the Note on Chap. 1.9. . 

and another Angel went out teumeet him} So ready is Chrift to ahfwer prayers, 
and to fatisfie his weak but willing people, that draw near unto him with a trite 
heart. Heb. 10. 22. If any fuehask and raifle, it is becaufc they-ask amiffe. 

Jam. 4.3. 

Verfe 4. Run, fpeak^to this young man] Not go, but Run: yea, fly fwiftiy -with 
wearineffe of flight, as Dan: 9.21. Chrift thinks it long ere his praying people'hear 
from him. Onely he will be enquired of by them £^£3 6:37. Zachary feemes to 
have been a young Prophet, and Chrift remem bred thekindnefle of his youth, and 
became a wonderful counfelierto him *. He gave to this young manfor green- 
headed ftripHng^) knowledge and difcrctioh. Prov. 1.4. Epiphamus inth he was 
an old man: and that he is called a young man becaufc a client and diteiplc Of the 
Angel that communed with him. Where Angels arecalled men, it was no dif. 
paragement to Zachary to call himtelf a lad, or fervatov confidering his diftance. 

Thus Abrahams fervant, though old, is called his boy Gen. 24.52. by a Catachrefis. 

That’s a good Note that One gives here. That the Angel tel.'sche prophet ,-but Afr.Pmllt. 
the prophet muft tell the people: Godufing not the Miniftery of Angels but men 
(earthen veflelj) to bear his Name co his people Afts < &.£6. and 9.6. and 16.9 
Jerufalem (hal be inhabited as towns without wa/s] Or- (hall dwelt in toft*s without 
walls, viz,, in the foburbs or villages, there being not room enough withirt the wails 
to receive them. This teemed an incredible thing to this poor remnant now re-* 
turned from Babylon. But it is the property and duty of belcevers to truft God 
upon his bare word: and that againft fenfe in things invifible, and againftreafon, 
in things improbable. * f 

for the multitude of men and cattel therein ] That is, faith t-Augufiine, offpiritual 
and carnal perfons in the Chuch Catholike. 

Verfe 5. For I, faith the Lord, will be unto her a wall offire~\ The Church (Chrifts j gM wtcm fy 
garden) may teem to lie open to all incurfions and difadvantages: but as ic hath cemhwarccat 
a well within it Cant 4. So it hath a Veall without ic, yea round about it, better and 6r emihitt ter T 
ftronger then that about Babylon, or Sufa in Ter ft a; the ftones whereof were joy- r ^ at -. rheod ^- 
ned together with gold,as Csjfiodorus ceftifieth. The Lacedemonians were forbid- Dbyj. Vttr. 
den to wail in their city of Sparta: as being fufficiently fortified by the valour of E ^* 
the inhabitants. The Hollanders will not wSll the Hague y though if have* 20oohouf- 
holds in it : as defirous to have it counted rather the principal villa ge of Europe, 
then afeflercity. China is faid to befurrounded wichaftrong wallofftone: and 
England, with walls of wood, fc. A puiflant Navy. But what’s all this (either for 
defence, or offence) to a wall of fire ? who dare venture to fcale fuch a wall ? Ic is 
*ot valour but madnefle to fight with a flame. Fire is terrible to the fiereeft crea¬ 
tures, as Lions, Leopards &c. Shepheards and travellers were ufed to guard rhem - 
telves by making great fires round about their night-lodgings,to keep of wild beafts. 

Some 



5*1 <An Expofition on Chap.i. 

Some think the proph'eE alludcth to that cuftomc : others , to the Angel 
Intel: Lib. 2. guarding of Paradife with a flaming fword, that is, faith La&axtitts, with a wall 

Cap 13- of (ire. TheChurch may fit and fing , roe have a ftrongcity : falvation will Godap- 

Heb i . 7 , point for walls and bulwarks. Efay 2 6 . i . He maketh his Angels fpirits, his minifters 

Gen. 32.1. a flame of fire. Thefe met and miriiftred unto Jacob at Mahanaim makings lane for 

_ , ’ htm > as the.word importeth. Thefe fiery charecs and horfmen appeared, for Eli- 

watchmen over by wbole lc S ions 2 ^w^.iy.and do ftill pitch their camp round about the godlv 
the walls of Pfal : H&. -Who therefore cannot but be fafe, as being guarded by the peace of God 
the new lew. within them,, and by the power of OW widiout them, through faith unto fal 
ftlem, and of vatiOn. 

^boMtbefam , the - m ***■ mid ft °f ^ er 3 G °d « the Churches both bulwark and 

IfaL<52. ' beauty - her muniment and ornament. His prefence,his worlhip, his Grace, his pro* 
tedion is that tower in the midjl of her Efay.%. that golden head of the piAurc 
j Sam. 4.20. 5 hat t0 ^pf the flock and. ftrong hold of. the daughter of Gods people 

Hence the . Ark is called the glory Rom.p. 4.5. and all comforts without it but Ica- 
bods. Henc e-Judea is called 1 he glorious land :• and Heathens are brought in fayin<* 
Surely this great nation is a wife and underfianding people. For what nation is there 
fo great that hath God fo nighunto them as the Lord our God is, in all things that we 
cut. 4 - 5 , 5,7 call upon hint for} And whatnation is there fo great that hath ftatutes and udgmcnts 
fo righteous as all.this law Oar. Surely as Samfons ftrength and glory lay in his 
hair, fo doth the ftrength and glory of our land, confi ft in the true religion and 
Gods fincere fervice: which ifit (hould be fhaved and deprived of, though every 
(hower wereaftiower of gold (faith a Divine) every.done in the land a pearl 
every begger an honourable Senatour, every fool as wife as Solomon, every 
weakling as ftrong as Samfon ; yet our wealth, honour, ftrength, wifdom, and glo¬ 
ry are gone, and we (hall fing a doleful Mifererc with Phineas his wife Ichabod.) 
The glory of England is gone; for Religion is gone. 

Verfe 6. Ho,ho, come forth, and flee from the l tnd of the North~] A proclamation 
to thofe in Babylon to make haft home, and come away for (harne now they had 
fo fair a way made, and fuch free liberty given them to return. A man would 
fonder they mould be fo backward to a bufinefle of this nature. But they that were 
born mhell, know no other heaven, as the proverb is. There they had lived a long 
featonm peace and fafety in a rich and fat though aforreine Coantrcy. Tlftrethey 
, were at quiet, enjoyed their religion andcuftoms, got wealth, had favourites at 
Court; and what (hould they trouble themfelves to remove into a Countrey 
where they were fure to meet with many bitter enemies* the Samaritans and o- 
thers? And who can tell whetherthis Proclamation of King Darius be nocade- 
figne to try their affedion to their countrey, andfoto fall upon fuch as did offer 
Antiqr Ub.it tor J Cnrn tbltber ?Thu 9 by calling of perils, diftrufting of promifes, andliftening 
Cap.4. that Improba Siren Defidia, they (laid half of them, at lead behinde : whate¬ 

ver ffephus hath falfly ftoried of 462 8000. that returned : the contrary whereto 
. Ice EziT.2, >64. 

1 t r al/road int0 the far windes] - And do now of&r to recol- 

H,b 12 25 a nd reduce you to your own countrey. See that ye jhft not of Me thatfpeafc 
and 2.3. b: ? m he aven.f See that ye negled not fo great falvation. How oft is the Lord even 
tain toimoakus, and fo force us out of our clayie cottages, toward our heavenly 
Florin r atuj. whaC afhar ? c is ic E0US Ehac a Heathen (hould fay Fugicndumefi 

Ang ^ c.D ad cUrt f lm fns patriam: tbt pater , ibi omnia. We Ihould even flee apace to our own 
lib. 9 .cap.i6 eountrey that is above: full there is our Father, there is Ajl that heart can wilh or 
need require. 

nrfe 7. Deliver thy [elf. O Zion that dwelleft with the domher of JAW q . i, 
Is Babylon afitplacefortheetoabide#in ? what comfort canft thou take in liirii 
lewd company ? Save thy felf from this untoward generation Aft. 2.40. Flee out of 
t e midft of Babylon,and deliver every man his foul: be not cut off in her in iquky? 
tor this is the tune of the Lords vengeance: he will render untobeta repompon/e. 
Tallin - lib »• Shortly after this exhortation to the fons of Z ton, Babylon reyoitoj 

Herod, lib. 3. 0rn P cr ^ ans > and was taken and, fackt by Darius in the fourth- yeer of his 
reign (that is two yeers after this Prophecy was uttered) by the help of his friend 
Lopyrus. Two thing (hould prevail with the people of God to ftiun the fociety of 

the 


^®s , ss.tasgair~ 

arid fay, if at any time forced to be in bdd company: ^that I had MM* of* , ; 

1 Or' if*« Oh will 

flUcI’slc' “ P lat “ prefli fhy ma * r ? s <r> •»*■*<*i Jfuhem Mei 

. V c"lA f "a * be L r J /f h °fi ! 1 Sdteehez. leferrith dhife Wtfrdj to 

thofe thy felf; &c. forfo the Lord cormfitodeth. But 

heremhdflaiids alont.j_therarrent of Interpretera carrying it agafriri him. Thir 
preface Teema prefixed ftr ptocunns more authority to the enftiidd pfoniife which 
“ the If Ichovafi tP' ik ' th to* he that ha th 

defpairf lnte 1,and . t ? , * fleft "hat he fpeaketh, why (hould any one doubt. -or 

. Sfierghi sterf J LaV thefe glteimeriitga of gtdry, thefeout-gSinga of gracd 

Begun aitiorigft you, and by degrees tabe firii(hed. • & & S 

hath he fern rise unto the Nations »bich foiled ft* J Or, againft the Nation* 
for it is d fending in judgement: and perhaps againft either the Caldeans dertrov^ 
ed by the Perfians (fei theNote on verfe ‘7. > Or, the Perfians, afterwards deft rov¬ 
ed by the Grecians, arid by Alexander t lie' Great. Set Efay 33 . r . Now where¬ 
as fan* object, that Gbfift is here faid t6.be fent of his Father: arid this feems ro' 
itnpbrt an mfenonty: It is anfwered Firft, that tWo equals by mUtuall coriferic 
may ferid orie ariother: Miftion doth not alwayes import inequality. SecondWi ' 

One may be infenorir to another, either by nature, and fo Chrift is not: or bv 
'condition; as he is the Mediatour, atid as he did voluntarily abaft hicfifelf • and fo 

. ffhe thattOHcheth you, toucheth the *p?le of h* ef<r\ The Unit man that iV r/ L nn er/h 
m the eye. (as Mb Or. the Mack of thd eye. C 5 od, Who at firft 

drew light out of darkneffe, doth by an admirable mtk, draw the fight of the' led Bath, the 
body out of the black apple of the eye. Philofophers call it, the ChrjftAline to daughrer of 
mottr. It is the tendered"piece of the tendered part i to expreffe thOmexDreftibft thc N': be - 
tendernefle of Gods fove, faith S*Ivi*». The ey t is kept mod diligently, and d«?ro a mJn 
ftrongly guarded by nature with tun.des. A man cafi better beift a Chultch on" as an ondy 
the back5 then a touch on the eye. Si<ft*is digt turn meH n* mordent, foais pungat datighrer. . 
irachhem & crura, fejuk etiam dustier Vulneret; •&*. fak)SC*tvw\ifiif>. If one 
bite my firiger, prick my leg or arm, yea flafli and wound hie, J can better bear 
it, then tf he thruft his finger iff mine eyes, zsfmid* fonne ofMuleafes king of 
Tunis, cruelly put out his fathers eyes, by holding-hot burning'bafons befote’therii. Turkhifl. 
Robert de Behafme, Earl of Shrewesburf Anno 11,1 f. playing with li is oWncHilde, Speed 473 
for a pailirtie, put his thutnbe in the boyes^ eyes, and- 1 thruft out" the balls thebedf. 

Weufeto fay, Oculm-& fama Hon panurttur jooos[ the eye arid tHe:good narilA \ 
will endure no jefts. Let perfecutours take hedd liow they meddle'with Grid* ' 
eyes. He is wife in heart, and mighty in flrengih : who hath hardened hbufelf aguin/i 
Ged amt proffered ! Job ^4. Some read thetextthus. Hethaf touchethpw, tohrfk 
eth the apple of his own eye, that is, he very.grievOufly hriffttH hiriifelf, as-pfoti^. 
nngand pulling down upon his own head, the (harp Wrath and Vengeance of God. 

But tfie former^ the better. •. 

9 - P” behold, l prill Jh*ks mine hand upti* than } Kiri^ they fay,: 
long, bauds; arid can eafily reachthofethatare fafbtfdifthrit; Thfei^muchrtiore 
true of the Kinginmnrtall whoean quickly crumble, to craoWetheirifeKtieftcjcroi 
nardisr; he cuts off the fpirit of Princek, Pfai.. 76: I2v h * JlipY fhewrif, ( fo'ftie 
Hebrew there imports) asone would'flip off a-floure-betwettti dries fihgfeY of as 
one (hould-flip off a-bunch of grapesl' If the Lord' do' no- riiwe JrifilMs> en^ 

tries flraii be fcatteredi, Pfali 68vi. ff he do-But (h¥W Bimftlf iri'the ^eld (>& 

Xerxes ufed' to pitch his Tent on high, and ftsmd looWhg 1 6ri his‘Army'when-itv 
fight)‘the Philiftines will be heard to cryout.; God issom^int^the'Oatup'z-'f^tfu^fd 

**; who fhall deliver us out-'of th? - of- e£&Ui<$dW} 4.-8* 

But if he.once (hake his hand; (that mighty hand- dfrSaiittt* feffl# cttUtthfit^ tmt 

fpanneth 




£*+ * ^An.expoftion on Crap.4. 

fc ■ fpanheth tire heavens, and Ihiketh die foundations of thecarth ) how much more 

Ezek. 5 .ir. if be (mu nuh tk bnnd and flam, Kith. tb. feat, ( as the Prophet in jJUfa 

Wav,, „ ij and as P, W vainly vaunted, thatwitha ftampon the ground o£ Italy, he 
E**V 4 ' c ? u * d ralfc an Arm y ) tl,e flnners agamft Zion are foon afraid ; ftarfulnelfe fjpri 

Jer.4.‘3. « t h the hypocrites. »T. ante m fa, thc h f. t wc arc floilcd. Thevery flS. 

of his hand at them; frail make their hearts ake, ftiake and fall afunder in their bo® 
fomes, as drops of water. DO “ 

and they {hall be a {{oil to their Servants J i.e. To the Jews, whom thevlatelv 
fpoiled and enflaved. This was fulfilled in E fibers dayes: and afterwards 7 in the 
time of the Maccabees* Befides,whac is yet expeded to be done by the nation of 
the Jews; when, at their glorious converfion, Chrift fliall dwell among them ver'' 
io. and the multitude of Nations {hall Joyn themfeives to Chrift": ver i i' r hJ 
Jewes inhabiting in their own land verf. 12. to the filencing, amufin& anda- 
mazing of all flcfh, verf. 13. whileft the enemies of the Church bv them fub- 
dued, Zach. 10. n. and poflefled, Efaj 14. 2. Obad.i 7 ,i 9 . (hallwiilinglv or 
perforce come under Chnfts obedience. The cohverfion of the Gentiles^ fiith 
The calling ? Earned Authour ) is many times intimated by the Ifraelites maffering of them 
of the Jews foiling them, poffefiing them for ferVants, and for hand-maids, as Elay 14. 

%S t Sf 11 • ? ba i'- 19 - ?, n( ? hcrc » whi ‘ h I s noc meant {o much ofa temporail fu£ 

k a a ^ piri j U n J°y nin g witli them in fecking of the Lord ; yet fo as the 

nKi/° Vera,Sn rh a "i? ^°n € ° f kCCping mCn within the lifts of their ftbjedion and 
obedience unto Chrift (hall remain among the Jews. And fo Saint fames teacherh 

• T P T dt ° fe phrafe *> **' where that which Lh, that they 

(th Ifraehtes) may pojfeffe the remnant of Edom, James rendreth, that the ret 
due of men may feek after the Lord. The enemy, whom indeed, the Jews (hall 

aftcr L thc y have g roan<?d long under his hard yoke* 
and bondage^ is Gog and Magog, that is to fay, theTurk, Ewh. 3 8.and 30 with 
whom they (hall havea marvellous confiift, asit may feemin their own countrey 
1 *•. 44 , 45 - and over whom they (hall obtain a noble vid^ 
ry ( God from heaven miraculoufly fighting for them, E*ech. 3 8 18 10 &c 
Zach. 14.3,4, 5. ) atornear Jerufalem, Joel 3.2. Ezach. 39 . t6 . This* enemy is’ 
no alwayes represented by one and the Tame name: but fometimes he is Sd 
^u ah - } AJh ? r '} avan f haply becaufe thofe that inhabit the feat 
of thefe people (hall joyne hands with the Turk, and fall in the fame definition 
I*M8.a Sometimes he is called Leviathan from his quality ; fometimes Gog and M^og, 
Dan.11.40*. h J s countre V i fometimes the king of the North, from his territory. Bm by 

ah an . d thefameenemy is underfiood : which marvellouflyclear- 
cth the place in Ezahel, chap. 38.17. where the Lord by. his Prophet fpeakech to 
Gog in this wife; Art thou he of whom I have (poken in ancient time by my fervahts 

Himfelf^nor ^J Z)4a/^/ , Jh h ^ citdin thtJt a ” d 7 '*”- ^ cannot mean 
Htmlelt, nor Damef which was but his contemporary, much lefle Zachary that 

came after: but hemeaneth, the ancient Prophets long before who fpakeof the 
fame perfon, though not by the fame name. S ’ paKe °* tbe 

and ye {ball know that the Lord of Hofts hath font me l You (hall fubferibe ro 
the truth ofthefe promifes, which now you can very hardly be brouoht tobeleeve* 

mou n rh ^^ a11 ha ^fo m . lled with his hand that which he had fpoken with his 
mouth, as Solomons phrafeis, 1 Ktng. 8. 1 y. ‘ • . 

dhhl£r l0 ': Sini T d r V ct ! 0 d ‘"‘l h ' rr •/ z >‘«> fan lo, / come ] After a long 
hu['m f^ll , m ^ yfe t m ^ and c Er I a ^“ , ^ aation ’ 1 c ° mt > not to lodge for a nigh! 
“ d £ l '““draakenuneabode in the midft of thee; partly in ray neiv-built 

my b ° dy ’ y for tic fTordwai 

7 Z M M- • u *""&"* 14 - Lohere-s habitat!. Dci.camcarnt, 

for ?htThi'?| W ‘l! " h,ch L the Magicians held impoffible, Dan. a. n. Anil 
no«i hft,n2rl % thOUgh ^ agreaC mi,r ' “ commanded .ofe and f,.at, 
difoourfoi S h Z,%f° C r ffur “- ™ 5 Ihighc Jeem toher annnfeafo^ble 
Ecclus.22.tf. y* : : w ^. cb > [ a,tb ^tractdes 1 is as mufick in mourning. But when is ohyfick 

cTeSi^un^ th h CD T mC ° f flC J n /? C? At * When had £he 

wh en they are prelied down with heavieft q-olTcs ? And what grea- 
' f0 C t0 a S ood foul then Chriftjcfus our joy ? Chrifiut lecjthes habtt in mdlu : 

tlis 


51* 


Chap.2,. _ thefP ropbecie o/Zachariah. 

his comforts are (itch as the world can neither give, nor takeaway.- fnchasno 
good thing can match ; no cvill thing overmatch. 3 

Verfe 11. And many nations (ball be joy ned to the Lord in that day &c. J Seethe 

Note on ver. 9 And further obferve: that albeit the thorough comming in of 
the Gentiles, for all Nations with one conlent to receive Chrift be put offuli the 
Jews famous converfion: yet that nothing hindercth, but that this and fuch like 
places that fpeak of the fame may well ferve to warrantee firft inceptions of their 
calling. And io doth St. fames cite them Alt. 15. 16,17. out of AmosS. n I2 
and Paul Rom. 9. 2 5, z6. out of Hof. 1.1 o. * 

and / Vo HI dwell in the middejl of thee 1 See the Note on ver. 1 o, 

and thou(halt know &c.~\ See the Note on ver. 9. 

Verfe 12. And the Lord (ball inherit Judah hts portion ] Or his one lo fare, his feve- 
raU, divided from the reft of the world by a wonderfull reparation, as’ the He¬ 
brew word fignifieth Exod. 33 - 16. And though there were i'ome interruption 
mihewing favour for a time : yet was there no imercifion , and utter breach of 
covenant: nor is to this time, asthcApoftle iheweth Rom. 11. 28, 29. About 
the time when the Turkilh tyranny fliall have lafted 350. yeeres ( faith my former 
Authour out of Dan. 7. 25. and 12. 7, 11. Rev. 9. j 5 , ) the Jews fliall re* 
paire toward their own countrey Efay 11. iy, it. andyi. 10. ii. Ier. 3, 18. 

Hof. 1. 11. where they fliall have a great conflift with the Turk Ezech. 38.' 
and be In great diftrefle for a time Dan. 12. 1. but at length prevaile, tothe uttec 
ruine of the Grand Signior himfelf, and the overthrow of his Army ; perhaps not 
far from the fea of Gennczarct, otherwife called the lake of Tiberias E**k: 39* *i- 
After which they ihall dwell in their owncountrey Ier. 3. 18. and 23. 8. E*ech 
37. 21, 22. Am. 9. 14, 15. They fliall inhabit all the parts of the land as be- 
forc ij. 19 20. Ier. 31. 38, 39 , 49. Efay 27. 12. and 6 S . 10. The 
land fhdl be more fertile then ever it was E^ech. 3 y ; Hof. 221, 22. Ioel 3. 18. 

Am. 9.13 . Zach. 14.10. The countrey more populous then befo’re Efay 49. 19* 

20, 21. Ezaech. 34. 31. and 36. 37, 38. There fliall be no reparation of the ten 
tribes from the other two: but all make one entire kingdome E^ech. 37. 22,24. 

Hof. 1. 11. and a moft flourifliing Commonwealth Dan. 7. 27. together with a 
Church moft glorious, both for outward beauty Zech. 14. 6^j.Efayco. 20. and 
62. 1, 2, 3.and inward purity indoftrinc E<ccb. 37. 23. Zach. 13. 2,3. indifei- 
pline, all prophane purged out I del. 3. 17. 2 ach.a^. 8. abundance of fpirituali 
graces£/4725. 6. &c. t afety Zar&.io.^.and 14.11. profperity Efa. 2y.8.and 51. 

13. and liability Efay 26. 1. and 33. 16. Ier. 30.20. (#*£•, perpetuity Efay 60. zi. 

Ioel. 3. zo. 

Verfe 13. Be ftlent , O all fiefb , before the L ordj Heb. Has, St. Peace and be 
ftill, as our Saviour once faid to the raging Sea Mar. 4, 39. whereupon the wind 
ceafed( which before had bio wed and bluftered till it was weary againc, as the 
Greek word there importeth ) and there was a great calme, all was fuddenly hulhr wajrjtnv* 
andfilent. The enemies of the Church are no lefle brutifh and ’boiftcrous then 
the fierce windsand waves Pfal. 107. 25,2tf, 27, But God who fetsaboundto 
the mighty waters which they may not paffe Pfal. 104. 9. hcalfo refraineth the WJ{Aa ' TA 
remainder of mans wrath Pfal. 7 & . 10. If he do but ( as the Roman Tribune was 
Wont to do ) interpofc his Veto . If he do but fay (fi.) Be fi lent O all flejb^ aiy* A*d f 
plot not, prate not, praftife not agaiuft my people, who dare quatch in his pre- 
fence, or gainefiand his commands ? Who art thou O man that chat re ft againft God ? Y>ov ^ il 
Aith Paul. Whose this that darkeneth counfell by words without wisdome ? faith Rom. 9. 20. 
God to lob : how now ? Let all flefli be filent: Let God be juftified, and eve- Iob 3 8 - 2* 
ry mouth flopped. Talk no more fo exceeding proudly, let not arroga’ncy come 
out of your mouth: for the Lord is a God ofknowledge, and by him adfions arc 
Weighed. He will keep the feet of his Saints, and the wicked ( whether they 
wiU or no)(hall be filent in darkneffe : for by ftrength fliall no man prevaile* 

Ine adverfariesof the Lord fliall be broken to peeces: out of heaven (hall he lCam , ^ 
thunder upon them ( faith holy Hannah. ) And then they fliall be glad to be quiet, JfiT 
and to fave themfeives as they can : like as the wormes, when it thunders, wrig- 
g ; e into the corners of the earth; and as Caligula (that bold mifcrcant that dared 
nis Jove to a duel} when ic thundered, covered his eyes with Ms cap, running un- Sutton. 
der the bed, or any bench-hole. q a n 



Oall fie(h~} fraileandfoolifh, weak and wortbleffe men, who may not com¬ 
pare their wisdomc, or oppofe their ftrength to Gods: before whom they can 
no more {land, then a glafs-bottle can before a Cannon-fhot.. They fhould tbere- 
Kcdcf.tf.io fore wel1 to meddIe with their match; and not contend with him that is 
■Mightier then they. The Church is called Jehovah Jbammah, or the Lord is chere 
Ef „ 22 „. f 8 - 35 - and although fhe be but* Virgin, yet fhe hath a chnce-pmflant 

11.37.22,2? Champion, even the Holy One of Ifrael. 

who 16MW alfo already raifed up j Or arroufed awaked as a man out of fleep 
VJal. 44.23. or as a giant that fhouteth by reafon of wine Pful. 78. oy. r 

out of hu holy habitation ] That is, out of Heaven Dent. 26. 15. where he hath 
bathed his fword Ifa. 34.5. and bent his bow and made it ready P 'fal. 1. X2 . o r 
out of his Temple, which was likewife Gods habitation 1 Sam. 2. 20. and thence 
God would help his people, as they once faid to David at Mabannim 2 Sam. 18 
3. Therefore now it is better that thou help us, or caufe H s to be helped, out of the 
city : Remarkable is that of the Pfalmift, \n Salem is Gods Tabernacle , and his 


Pfal. 7< 5 .2, 3. 


dwelling place in Zion . There brake he the arrows of the bow, the fine Id* and the 
ftyord and the band. Selah. There ? where ? In the Tabernacle, in the Affem- 


... cr- , „ - uauit, in cne rvnem- 

blies of Gods Saints. ByaUfleJh, here may alfo be meant the unbclecvinz Tews 
who arc enjoyned lilence and fbbmiffion, they are ftiled here, as the Lcvites 
Neh.S.i,. filled the people laying , Hold your peace : dilputc not, doubt not diftrurtnot 
Gods promiles, icem they never fo improbable, or unpollible to be effeded • 
harken not to the murmuring* of your own milgiving hearts, but faience vour 
reafon, exalt your faith &c. 3 


CHAP. in. 

Verfe 1. A Nd he/hewed me Jcholhuah the High-Prieft ] In a vifion doubtleffe * 

1 ,r 2 u L d , for ‘ h,s cnd > that both thc P^phet, and by him the peo- 
plealjo, might be advertifed, that they wreftled not againft flefh and blood, men 
like thcmfelvcs, but again hfpirttuallwickedne/fes, or Wicked fpirits, whod.daft 
them and agitate them againft thc Chuich; ride them and fpur them todomif- 
ScitoperfecH - 5 hlet *. as hc dld tliac bloody famefus one of the Popes Champions, who com- 
torem tmmab mg with an army into Germany, fwore that he would ride his horfe up to the 
t:/Zt ^''“h^loodofp.otoftam. It was the devill that itiircd up chefpiricof 
ttri.Birn. T\C/Pd£i, h 'p r \ B ° < ‘ m Z Sa, ’ Ul ' M Z c - to hinder the good work now inland: 

like a1 he did Ecktus, Caftan, CochUus, Cathartnus and many other great fchol- 
lars ( befides the two kings of England and Hungary ) to write againft the Refor¬ 
mation begun by Luther, and Charles the fifth with all the ftrength of the Empire 
to vvithftand and hinder it. But all m vainc. Here he bends his acculation chiefly 
agamft the chief Prieft: but thorough his fides, he ftrikesatthc welfare of the 
whole Church. Minifters are thc mainc ob/ed of his malice; a fpeciall fpite he 
beares tofuch : Tingling them out and fifting them to the. bran, asbedefiredto 
d V ) etC V ^ ,r 5. in S “P unrealonable and wicked men againft them, as he dealt by 

witbbrcathin g d,vcls where ever he 
came being in deaths often. When the viper hung upon his hand Alt. 28. the 
devill doubtleffe thought to have difpatcht him : but hc was deceived. So he is 
ever when he attem pts as an Accu/er of the Brethren : hc is furc to be non-fiired, 
andhis pka to becaft out of the court by our Advocate with the Father Jefus 
Chrift the righteous, who appears for us (as he did here for fehojbua) to puta- 
things 0 * ' 9 24> * 6 ‘ and t0 Mke aWay tbe ini( l uities of their mod holy 

/landing before the Angelof the Lord] i. e. before Chrift, his beft friend, and 
doing his office as an High-Pneft. Such is Satans malice and impudency ( faith 
an Interpreter here ) to hurt and hinder us moft in our beft imploymcnts : and to 
accufethe Saints even to their beft Friend Chrift Jefus. He knowes well, that as 
Samp/ons ftrength lay in his hair, fo doth a Chriftians ftrength lie in his holyper- 
tormonces, perfumed and prefented by Chrift. Hence his reftlcfneffe in feeking 

to 


Chap.j-. the Trophecie tf .; Zachariah. '$\y 

to fet a difference, and to breed bate. Hence alio, as thc foules feifed upon rlbra- 
hams facrifice, and as the Pythoniffe,interrupted Patti. and his company when they 
were praying and well-doing Att. 16-16, 17. fodeales hcltill by Gods beft fo- 
vants: and.that fometimes fo, that if after duty, they ;:fhould put- that quejftipn to 
their own heart, as God did to Satan,, Vnde verifa-l whence comcft thou^ it 
would return Satans anfwer, fkom compa/ftng the earth.- ... 

and Satan] That Adverfa^fiht deviU,,^ St. Peter, callcth him; the A ecu fee 
ofthe brethren Rev. 12. 9. that trots betwixt heaven and earth asatcafer,.,an.d 
makes a trade of it. Once this nartae Satan is applycd to an ho y Angel going 
forth as an adverfary to wicked Salaam, Satans fpelman as One callcth him. 

/landing at his right hand] why there > Becaule, lay fomc, the Acculation was 
as true as vehement: and fo Satan had thc upper hand. For Io!hua was cloathed 
with filthy garments verfe 3. and there was caufe enough why his own cloaths 
fhould abhorr him, as lob hathitHwp. 9. 3r. what his particular fin objeded to 
him by Satan, was, is hard to fey. Some will have it to be one thing, lome ano^ 
thcr. It is plain by Ez,ra 10.18. that fome of his ions and allies had taken ftrange 
wives which he might have hindered; but that hirofelf had taken a harlot to wife, nialog. coni. 
zsfufiin Martyr aftirmetb, is no way likely. I fhould fooner beleevc with Theo- trypbon. 
doret and Sanches, that the fins here alledged by Satan aga mft Jofl/uab and laid to 
his charge were, not fo much his own pcrfonall fins, as the fins of the whole peo¬ 
ple : ejHodammodoenim totus popitlusefl in Jacerdote, & in facerdotc peccat : fur 
the whole people is, after a fort, in thc Prieft &c. 

to refifi him] Heb. To Hat an yet againft him, to do his kind, by fruftratinghis 
prayers andmterccffions for the people, by laying his and their fins mhis difh, and 
by laying claime to them for his. Carried on ftill by like hellifii hatred of Gocf 
and his people, he fins that fin againft the holy Ghoft, every moment: As Pliny 
fpeaks of the fcorpion, that there is not one minute wherein it doth not put forth v 
thefting. Onr corofty't is, that 1. We have an Advocate with the Eat her See. and 
he is the propitiation for our fins, the Patron as well as Judge of his Saints. 2. that 
as Satan ftands at our right hand to moleft us in holy duties, fo do the holy Angels 
Hand there to withftand him Lttke 1. ji. whence it was that the Curtains ofthe 
Tabernacle were wrougbt^^full of^ Cher.ubins within and without. 3. That if we re¬ 
fill the devill. ftedfaftmthe faith, and ftrongin the Lord, hc will fly from u>, 
lam. 4. 7. For this, old ferpent, having his head already bruifedan.d crtlChed by 
Chrift, cannot fo eafily thruft in his. RjOi tall. fting, unleflc we dally with him.: 
and fo lay open our fclves unto him :. He (hall .iirvaine ftrikefire^ if we deny 
tinder. He may knock ( at the dor e, hut if we anfwer him not at the window hc 
cannot get in. . .!-• 

Verfe 1- 1 And thc Lord [aid unto Satan] The Lord Chrift: that dyed, yea rather 
that is rifen againe, VehQ-is even at the fight hand of God, who alfo makctbintercejjie.it g 
for us, Whothenfha 11 cDndernneus / ! who fhalHay-oughc to ourcha ge? why 34 , j 5 ‘ 
fiiall feparateus.frooa.th 4 Jove of Chrift ? Satan may attempt it, .but can never 
effeft it,. Wc knoWithar«’/??/tff r- « hern of God ftuneth not, fc-. unto deal h ■' but 
he thap. is begotten ofGoid^kacpeth hiyjfalf ( fc. in the.loye of God, looking for thc 
mercy of our Lord Jefus Chrift: unco/.eternat life Tndzt^) and thatWicked oneor 1 Ioh. s. iff. 
that Troubler of the.5aints, touchlth'him not, viz*, with a deadly touch, fo as to 
poyfon him and undoe him.. ChriftujMbifcnm , ft ate. The Prince of Pcrfia cannot Da*. 1®. 
ftfJffdbcfi^e^c/MHtheiRingofSaincsvT - * 3 , 2 «* 

' ihftlfird rebuke :tbee, 0 Satan,. .tVeti the Lord J Chrift argucth not the cafe 
with Satan,, but cuts’him off fhorowith a vehem.enc check and reproof; turns 
him oyer,to his father to^ive him his due, Inhonefttiw- ynim efl ( faith Chryfoft om ) 
honeftammatronam. cum mere trice lit,igare^\ It is not htfQra macrpn.q.tq fcold with a 
ftrunjpet,.. Adtnitthc.accufetioawsfcQt’oej. yetit ; wa^ malicioufly aBd unreafona- 
bly urged, c D«eg {poke nothing but. truth againft \L>Av'td and /ibirqeleeb; yet tic 
hearethj What JhalUx given stnto thee ?- or, Vohatfta/ibe done ut^o-thee, thoufalfe 
tongue? Sharp arrowes of the mighty ,^ that,pi6rce/deep;.WPnO‘d,>deadly 
c °Aes.'of Sniper- that fiiall burn fierce ib. refpeft of thy fclf, and fweec, itj regard 
bf others.jv for mm arc woudrousv W.cll picaled.i^hen fuchi'dl nterobers arepu- 
fli£hcd»:; b.f: !; t !/arfta;; 'f: fr'^o r: yfi •. rnmnu ... : ad; :• .r * .. 


An Expojition on Chap. 


Ad. & Mon. 
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Saeei Jbluto 

f?*>; "it ar¬ 
gentum 
Ambr. 


even the Lord that hath chofen Jerufalem j He chofe her for his loves : and now 
loves her for hischoile. He loveth her and wafheth her with his blood, chat he 
mayprefent her to himfelf holy and without blemifh. Epb.5.i6,zj. The Per- 
fian maids were firft purified and perfumed,bcfbre Akfluerus made his choife Efih 2 
Not fo here: A fountain of free grace is opened for fin and for uncleanndfc to 
the houfe of David and to the inhabitant of Jerufalem Zach* 13.1. And Uranoplc 
or the new Jerufalem hath its foundation garnifhed with all manner of precious 
ftones. Rest. 21. Now zhefundation of God jh&id&bJure, , fo that the gates of hell 
cannot prevail againft it. Satan muft Know that God hath chofen Jerufalem and 
will not cafi away hit people which he foreknew. 

is not this a brand plackt our of the firef] Titio ex igne creptm ? newly fnatcht out 
of the Babylonifh furnace: where they have l:ng lain among the pots, where thev 
have been not only lullied, but fcorched and half burnt: (hould they then be cruel¬ 
ly caft again into the flames, which they have ftrangely fcaped like as the barbarous 
Perfecutours ran Polycarp through the bowels wich a fword, when the beafts 
would not devour him, nor the fire burn him. Or as the bloody Papifts in Queen 
Maries dayes, cafl: the woman of Garnefeys babe again into the fire, that fens 
and fprawled out of his mothers womb, as Ihe was in burning. This was dean 
contrary to that A political precept. Of fame have compaflion , pulling them out of 
the fire. And far (hort of Ncbtuhadncvutrs pra&ifes, who taking the three wor¬ 
thies out of the burning fiery furnace promoted them to great honour and 
offices. 

Y MC J. othedwit h.filthy garments] The tottered rags of the 
old Adam, the natty filthynefle and fupcrfhtity of naughtinepe that yet remained in 
him (though in part regenerate; and intermingled with his beft works. Sin is 
the Devils excremenc; it defiles the foul worfe then any Jakes can do the body fas 
the Hebrew word here fignifieth, and as our Saviour (hews Mar. 7. 20. or then 
the San.es of a pi iguc-fore doth a garment. Hence chat of the Church mare all 
Man unclean thing, and all our righteoufnefes are as filthy rags. And that of Job, 
If I wafh my.je f withjnow water, and make my hands never Jo clean , yet (halt thou 
plunge me m the ditch, and mine own chat hes (hall make me to be abhorred. Job. 9 
3 °*V T , che / a ™m effed with that of 7 W, I know nothin, by my-felfyit 

am I not hereby y uflified : but he that jadgeth me is the I,ord , who when he corns to 
turn up the bottom ofthebag, at the fteward did Bwamins, he will mmiM ,h 
hidden things of dzrkyejfe, findeouc our thefts that we dreamt not of, open ail fer- 
dies on that great fair-day, the day of Judgement. As in the meanwhile, (hould 
lord but break open that filthy fink of lin that is in thevery beft of us wefhouk 
not onely be lothfome to God Zach. 11.8. and to good men Prov.19.tn, bute-'- 
ven to our own felves alfo, as Job was C/.v^.42. 6. Judas wm not able to abide his 
own french A^r.27.4,5. Yeaandfome holy men (as Mr. Lever, for one) when 
they have defired to fee their utmoft uncleannefle, their corruptions in the moft 
ugly colours Codhath heard them. But yet his hand therewith was fo heavy 
upon them, that they went alwayes mourning to their graves- and thought it 
fitter to leave it to Gods wifdom to give them a fight of theirfins, and to mingle the 
the potion of forrow, then to be their own choofefs; :Sc4 that excellent text 
7 , 5.14,1 5 ,t6 . And theh frand aloof with the Leper and ; fay, lam Mm' lam 
unclean', yet, Lord, if thouwilt thou canfi make me clean. . . - 

and flood before the ^A„gel\ His filthy garments notwkbftandingThough we 
cannot fay our hearts are pure, and our performances perfect: verifwe'vrallow 
not m fin allow «t not, if with the daughters of Zion, we look upon out:Turner 

frornrh? ™ be inany mea ^purged 

from the loveand hkmg of fin by the ffirit of indent, jnd d tkefvnAfbln- 

w oor n<* waob && -a*** 

And?hn h rh'*'i?' llty rf ' h ' ,oly ? ffenn § s Ex0d.aS.3S. Cbrift is this Aaron Sic. 

T a "'“S»«l«yof raprefllons in duty ms in at? j* there 

is a conftancy of interceffion by Chrift propter nos, for us/v-V. . . 7.^ 

, 4 *, ^heanfweredandfpake to nhofe that flood tefSte’hM 

hC^’ :lt 'r rte ?‘ Up0n hoc humtanitus di&tm feich sfttis'Ts 

“ alter the manner of men .for properly men are walhed, Jufrified aiid dkti- 

dified 
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lifted by the Merit and Spirit of Chrift a!one.~i Cor. 6 . 11. But the Lord Chrift 
fpeaketh thus to the created Angels his Minifters ; to fhew |hat He who onely hath 
power to forgive fins, doth yet therein imploy the holy miniftcry for an inftru- 
ment. See 2 Cor.9.1%. and Job 33.33,24. 

take away the §hhy garments] Thofe fymbolsofhis finfolneftc, {Tee the Noteon 
verfe 3. fo his fins were pardoned in hea ven. But becaufe it is fmall comfort co a 
condemned perfon to have a pardon granted him, unleffe he know it, and be-af. 
fured of it: therefore it followeth. 1 


and unto him he faid behold J By what, thou haft feenin the Angels ftripping 
of thee. ^ o rr t, 

I have Caufcd thine iniquities to .pafle f r<m thee] Tranftuli peccatum as he once 
faid to David, f have taken away thy fin , I have tranferred it upon my felffpeaking 
to my Father for thee, as once c Paul did to Philemon for his fon Onefimm, if be hath i 3 , 

wronged thee, or oweth thee ought, put that on mine account , I will repay it. TfilVis l9 ‘ 
the greateft liappinefle that can befal a man in this world Pfal. 32.1,2, and could 
not but be a lingular comfort to thefe poor Jews, prieft and people amidft their ma¬ 
nifold aftiidions. A man that hath got his pardon is not troubled though he lofe 
Jiis glove, or hankercheife, nor though it (hould prove a rainy day. Being -unifi¬ 
ed by faith we glory in tribulation ‘Aom.'j.i.s.Fcrt domino, cri:namapcccatisabboLn-t 
tusfum, faith Luther: Strike Lord, ftrike, while thou wilt .my fins are pardoned. 

I thank thee, O Lord (faid Another in his great extremity) for all my pain: and > 

I befeech thee, if thou think good, to adde to it an hundred-fold. But behold a 
further honour ; as mercies feldotn come fingle. 

and I will c loath thee with change of raiment]] t.e. \ will change thy rags into robes 
thy ftained clouts into clean cloathing. Thou (halt be-arraied with the riyflnconf 
ruffe of the famts ‘2^-y.ip.8. that twofold righteoufnefle, imputed and imparted: 
that of Juftification,and this other of (an&ifkation that as an undercoat, this as an 
upper: that clean and pure, this white and bright : both muft be had from Chrift, who 
is made unto us of God not onely wifdom, but righteoufnefle, fan&ificatiop, and re¬ 
demption 1 (for,\.30., 2 ip. Surely as our apparrel is not bred of us, neither 
grows out of our bodies; fo neither doth this change of raiment in the Text. But 
the Hefted Lamb of God doatheth us with his own fleece, which is long enough 
and large enough to cover all our defeSs and deformities, and to fet us forth to the 
admiration of Angels. As he taketh upon him our fins, fo he putceth upon us his 
righteoufnefte. This is a blelfed exchange indeed, a fore pledge of our peace with 
him, and with God by him. We read in our own Chronicles, that Edmund forna- 
med Ironfide (in whom England was loft) and Knute the firft D.mifti King, af- D(t ■ h]P 
ter many incounters and equal fights, at length imbraced aprefent agreement: lib.u 
which was made by parting England between them two, and confirmed by oach 
and Sacrament, putting On each others apparel and Arms, as a ceremony to ex- 
prefiethe Atonement of their minds, as if they had made cranfatfion of their per- 
fonseach toother ; Knute became Edmund, and Edmund, Knute. Even foch an 
exchange I may fay of apparrel » betwixt Chrift and the pardoned (inner &c. 

Chrift puts upon his Church his own comlinefte, decks his fpoufc with his own Jew¬ 
els, as Ifaac did %ebecca : cloath her with needle-work, and makes her more glori¬ 
ous within then Eflher ever was in all her beauty and bravery : rejoyceth over .her,, 
as the bridegroom over his bride, yea is ravi(ht in his love to her, with one of her 
eyes lifted up to him in prayer or meditation, with one chain of Iyer ned that chain 
of his own gratis in her Cant .4. 

'Verfe 5. And I faid, let them fet a fair mitre u$on his head] Who faid this ? The 
Prophet, grounding nis fpeecb on thelaft gracious words of the Angel,taketh the 
boldnefte to enterpofe this his requeft for the beftowing of theprieftly ornaments 
u P on Jofhua, and accordingly it is.doqc. This the prophet knew would be a comfort 
to the whole people, and a confirmation to Jojhuas faith,- for tfie pardon of his fins : 
like as it wasto/Vm- and the reft of the Apoftlcs, that Chrift after his refor- Mat.28.19. 
reetion reftored them to their office, after they had all (hamefully forfaken J0h.2o.2r. 
him. 


ht them fet a fair mitre upon his head Tj Not a. diadem,, gs the old Tranflation hath it 
(that’s for a kings head) much Idle a triple crown with the word My flay (Baby- 
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Ions motto ^,17.5. ) engraven in it, as Brocard and many other eye-witneffes 
affirm of the Popes crown but a Mitre or tiar. 4 It hath its name from compa/lim* 
about, becaufe it invironed the High-priefts head. It had a holy crown with-it 
JLxod.^ 6. iigmfying the Deity and dignity of Chrift. Jt had alio upon the 
tore-front ot it a plate of pure gol^ with this cadature, Ihlhteffe to the Lord . Hence 
it was not lawful for the High prieft, (fay the Jews; to put qffhi* mitre to whom-- 
loeverhemetjwere he neverio great a man: left the name and glory of God 
fwhofe perlonhe. fuftamed) fhould feem to fubmit to any living: With this 
Myrtenous mitre upon his head, with other primly Ornaments and veftmentsit 
was that Alexander the greatmet the High-prieft*?,idd«r (Nephew and fucceffour 
to Jchojhaah in the text) ashewastnaaching againftjcruialem with hoftile intent- 
and adoring that Godwhofe name was feen written on the golden plate of his 
Mitre,-he entered the city peaceably, offered facrifice in the Temple, as the 
1 riefts duefted him, and having feen there the prophefie of Daniel concerning 
nimlelr, he granted the Jews many immunities and priviledges, and'fo departed’ 
larmrnw, one of his favorites, asked him thereafon of his friendly dealing with the 
Jews who by denying him help and tribute had highly difpleafed him : He an- 
Iwered, that while he was yet in Macedonia, Und But thinking of the •connuell 
of Alia a certain man appeared unto him inthe habit of that High-prieft encou 
raging urn to fee upon the work, and affuring him of good fucreffe therein. 

fe^/thia^o^ that ‘ S Chrlft ’ ***** * ** 

rcrfc6. And the Angel of the Lord protefled^ Either with an oath or fome deep 
alteration,or both ; as 1 Sam.^.%6.Asthe Lord livcsh ,, and as thy foul tiveih&c 
1 lie former .san oath, the latter an afTeveracion or obteftation only, conjoyncd 
with that oath. Among tfie Heathens Ex animi feu fentemia was inftead of an 
oath; And rather then fwcar or fay more, in a matter of no great moment,. Ginas 
the Pythagorean would undergoe a multt of three talents. Others render it 7?/?/- 
fted 3 or called wttxcfe upon his words, the Angels and the propliec there prefenr 
^ he r; a ^ ranCC - T i 1U x’ tho “8 h , Ch f lfts word be fufficienc (for he is Awn, 

hk tnnlri Zi tme mt l eJ}e) ye t for j 115 fffrvants bctccr fct ^ment, he hath bound 
his promifes to them with an oath, and taken heaven and earth to witnefle- which 
is dignatiofinpenda 1 a wonderlul Condefcenfion. * 1 

Me 7. Ifthenwiltwalkinm, wayes, andkiepmy chartf That is, if thou wilt- 
walh_,«alhhe Ummandemems (moral) and ordinances (Levitical) bl.meMe as 
T^y ; f^W^,» n dfoapprove thy feif ripens before GW, by taking i!ced„ 
til ,” r“rn’j' ch “ th y Charge,the Holy Gliofis depoftnm, 
ell W" ° f i, Chr i! ft V°l ° bl00d \ Godli neffe is the high-way to happineffe 
the good o d way that hath been ever beaten by all thofe faints, that now linde 
reft to their fouls. The very fell fteps in this way are ‘Repentance from dead 
works, and ba,th toward God in Chrift Jefus. By theft, men return to God 
from whom they have departed: are brought neate to him, and fee in the wav 

rl?lf rT 7 ^' 85 / 3 ' (faith the Apoftle) created l 

Cbrtfi Iefm nmogood works, which God hath before ordained that we Ihon/dwalk in 
them, hph.i. 10. not without good advice, and due direftien. Eph. 5.1 y. Walk 

circumfpeftly, walk by rule and by line, G./.6.I5. I,ft not up one foot till you 

t m n ftmWe 7 tin £l 0 / the0 A'k’^ 5 th< ’, fe7 ’/f 35 . 6 . Chriftians, (and efpeeially Mi- 

l :,fthey tradbUt ^ • 4» 

J’Z mm h ° ufe ' * l f° ^ c. Thou (halt 

rule in my Temple, and wait at mine altar. The Pope and his Prelates catch at 
the former, but let go the later : where Chrift faith Fecdmytheep , Marmhe ' 
™f W F‘$ ^ron, m ,Tafe ,0 thyfelf thefnpream cvern- 

Z ft l tT - ® ut * ptcaclung Bi(hopisajuft wonder amin S them*.a Y,r 
portent/, as thofe priefts in the next verfe are called. 

A’‘ dI , V ’ i ll ii ?Vt Cfl u‘s,.e. Amour the Sera- 

fW (as the Chaldee here interprets it,) thou Ihalt walk arm in arm (as it were) 

fe g k Heb-li.tz. He feems to allude to the walksand Calle- 

ries that were about the Temple. Heaven is the reward ofwalking in the way 

that 
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that is called Holy: the end of mens faith, chefalvatioh of their fouls. Chrift 
tells us that in his Fathers houfe are many manfions for us, Joh. 14.2. (fuch as 
have farre better gardens' and Galleries then Mahombt fondly promifeth hisfword- 
meninhis fools-paradife) And it is a part of his joy, that we (hall one day bee 
where he is, attended with innumerable Angels, John 17. 24. who will L>e 
'glad of our company. How much better caufe have we then that Heathen to cry 
out, 0 prAcUrttmdiem, cum ad Hind animomm concilittm catmti^ue pmficifcnr: 

& cum cx hac turbo. & eolluvione difeedom , &c. O what a bra!Ve and. bright Cic : d: ^ 
day will that be, when wee fhallgo to thac Congregation-houfe of blefted Ipi- 
nts: and walk no longer in the way of this world, which is ( like the land of 
Chabul ) dirty and dangerous, like the vale of Siddim , flimy , and flippery, 1 Sam 2. 
full of lime-pits, and pitfalk, fnares and ftumbling-blocks, laid by Satan to 
maime, or mifehieve us ! O happy they that walk humbly wirh God, who keep- 
cththe feet of his Saints, and hatli charged his Angels to bear them’up in their 
hands, left they dafti their feet againftaftone/ This whiles they are here: and pfalooia 
whim they go hence, to convey them thorow the air (whereof the devil is the 
prince) as thorow the enemiescouncrey, into the heavenly habitations: and there 
to entertain and welcome them with fweeteft varieties, felicities, eternities, fitter to 
be beleeved then poflible to be exprefTed. 

Verfe 8. Bear now , O Jojbua the high Vritfi ] Hear a fermon of Chrift, the 
Fountain of all this mercy beftowed upon thee, and yet further promifed unto 
thee. Hear for thy felf, hear for thy whole Society. Thou ond thy fellows , thy 
fellow-friends, the reft of the priefts, thy fellows in fervice, though inferiour in 
Office (for there was a fubordination of priefts, both before the Temple, Num 3. 
and 1 Chron.. 23. 4, 5. and under the Temple, 2 Chron. 35. 8, 9. ) Types alfo of 
Chrift, and partakers of the benefit, 1 Tim. 6 . 2. 1 

for they arc men wondered at J Brant omnibus probrofi, faith Calvin, They de¬ 
parted from evil, and thereby made thertifelves a prey, Efay 59. 15. they were 
for fignes and for wonders in Ifrael, Efay 8. 18. hifled and hooted at, Pfai. 71.7. 
as thofe that affefted to be fingular, and feraphicall, They think it ftrange, faith 
Saint Peter to his holy converts, that j on run not With them to the fame exceffe of pe 
riot : fpeaking evill of you, as if you were no betrer then mnd-men, Efay 5,9. 15. 1 
robb J d of your right minds,as the word fignifieth. it is a French proverb; He that > 
would have his neighbours dog bang'd, gives out that be is mad. The primitive per -5 
fccutours ufedto put Chriftians into bears and dogs skins, or ugly creatures, and 
then bait them: fo graceleffe perfons put the faints of God into ugly conceits, 
look upon them as ftrange creatures, and then fpeakand aft: againft them. In our 
wretched d ayes (as the Turks count all fools to be faints, fo) people account all 
faints to be fools j and the more zealous among them tnonfters and milcreants. As HolySmt. 
for Athanafius, and Marcellus who have impiouily blafpherned againft God, and 
have lived as wicked mifcrcants, and are thereupon call out of the Church, and ton- ( 
demned, we cannot receive them to the honour of Epifcopacy, faid thole fourlcore ) 

BKhops in the mock-Synod of Sardis. Aiid Bede teftrfieth of the ancient Brk, 
tains immediatly before their deftruftionby the Saxons, that they were come to 
that height of wickednefle, as to caft reproach upon the profeflburs of religion, 
asupon the worft of men. Doth not Saint Paul fay as much, 1 Cor . 4. 9. Weard 
made 4 theatre, or are fet upon the fta«e for a laughing-ftock unto the world, and 
to Angels, and to men, &c ? 

For behold, I will bring forth mj fervant the BRANCH. The fame that grew 
out of the root of J effe, when that goodly family was funk 10 low,- as from David 
the King, to J ofeph the Carpenter. See Efay 4-2. and n. 1. . and 45. 8:.-and 
S 3 -1. ler. 33.15* where the Chaldee for Branch rendreth'it Mefftah, as here al? 
fo he doth: And fome have obferved that themagb, a Branch^Why tranfpofition 
of letters, the fame with Mafciachy Mefii as: Samtchand tfade s being neerakin; 
and of the fame found almoft. A fervant Chrift is called by reafon of bisMedia.- 
torfhip, taking upon him the form of a fervant \ yea, of a faulcy, fervant that was 
to be beaten: yea, that being cruelly beaten was brought forth to the people, 
with an Ecce Behold the man. Behold, faith God here, 1 will bring forth Joh.rp.$. 
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my fervant the Branch : bring him forth, out of the bofotn of his Father, out of 
the womb of his Mother, out of the types of the Law, See. 

Verfc 9.. For behold the ft one, See. J Another title given to Chrift, who is the 
foundation and chief corner-ftone of his Church ; and another Behold, prefixed as 
a Harry Note, or as a hand pointing to a remarkable matter. All the Prophets 
pointed to Chrift, who is therefore called, the Branch, the S tone. See. that in thefe 
creatures ( every where obvious) as in fo many optici1 glajfes , wee may fee him 
and be putin eontinuall remembrance of him ; It being as necefiary to remember 
Chrift, as to breathe, faith a lather, See Pjal. 118. 22. Efay 28.16. 1 Pet. •> 
6,7,8. 

that 1 have laid, and that I 'frill engrave 1 The Church is Gods building, and we 
are his workmanjljip, his artificiall manufacture, created in Chrift Jefus unto good 
works: there being not fo much of the glory of God in all his works of creation 
and providence, as in one gracious aftion that a Chriftian performeth. As for the 
glorious work of our redemption iby Chrift, it was a plot of Gods own contri¬ 
ving, a fabrick of Gods own erefting : it was the Lords own doing, and it is tuftJv * 
marvellous in our eyes. 3 

'Upon one ftonefbaUbe [even eyes ] That is, Chrift (hall draw all eyes and hearts 
to him: as the ftones of the Temple did the Difciples eyes, Mat. 24.2. and Mar. 
13. 1. Matter, fay they to Chrift, fee what manner of ftones, and what buildings 
are here. Thus fome fence it. 1 fhould rather by thefe ftven eyes underftand the 
Spirit in his feveralloperations upon Chrift, as Efay 1 1.2. for he received not the 
Spirit by meafure, as others ; but had as much of it as a creature could pofiibly 
have. See the Note on Rev. 1. 4. where the holy Ghoft, for his manifold good gifts 
and perfed givings, is called The feven Spirits ; like as he isalfoftfied the (even 
golden pipes, Zech. 4. 2, 3, There are that by thefe feven eyes upon one fronc 
underftand the Providence and Wifdome of Chrift in the Government of his 
Church. Hee is indeed, as One faith All-Eye , Sic fftPlat univerfos 

ynaft jingulos : ftc fingulos qaafi folos ; like a well-drawn pidure hee eyeth all 
Chrift as he is a living, foheisalfoa looking ftone: he looketh ac the miferies and 
matters of his Church, and faith as once, I have feen , I have /ten the affliblions of 
my people in Egypt, &c. J 

Behold, / will engrave the graving thereof^ Ha ccelatura dona & ftigmata 
Chrifti reprafentant, faith A Lapide. Thefe gravings reprefent the gifts and.'wounds 
of Chrift, in allufion to the polifhed corners of the Temple. Codum dljlum eft 
quod c a latum, id eft ftgnatum.fideribus, faith Varro .- Heaven hath its name in La- 
tine from its being enameled and befpangled with gliftering ftarres. as with cuii- 
ous workmanfhip, or coftly furniture. Of the third heaven, the habitation of 
Saints and Angels, God is laid to be by a fpeciaky the builder and maker Qr 
the Greek hath it) thecunntng Artificer, and publike Archited. A great deal of 
skill and workmanfhip belaid out upon it: but nothing fo much as upon the Hu¬ 
mane nature of Chrift, wherein, as in a Temple, dwelt ail the fulnefteof the God¬ 
head bodily, that is,, perfonaily, by vertue of the Hypoftaticall Union* for the 
IVord was made ftejh, and dwelt amongst us, and We beheld his glory (the glory as 
of the onely begotten of the Father ) full of grace and truth , full, full to tht very 
brimme, full with a double fulnefle. Vafis & Eor.tis , of the Veftell, and of the 
Fountain. Hence, He was fairer ( much fairer, double fairer ( as the Original! im¬ 
ported) ) then the Jonnes of men , fc. with the beauty of wifdome and holittejfr. 
grace Was poured into bis lips , God had anointed him with the oil vf gl«dne(fe above his 
fellows, Pjal. 45. 2,-7. ThePrieftsin the Law were conlbcrated firft with oil 
compounded and confeded of diverfe precious Tpices: fo was Chrift with gifts and 
graces of the Spirit, API. 10.38. and 4.27. Ejay 61.1. not by meafure, as we are, 
Ephef. 4.7. but without meafure, as much as a finite nature was capable of: par¬ 
ticularly, he was furmfhed and'polifhed with, wifdome, as a-Prophet, againft our 
ignorance ; with holincfle, as.a prieft, againft our guilt; and with power, as a King, 
againft our corruptions: i hefe and all other endowments, he had well hea.pt, pref- 
fed down, and running over, poured into his;hofome. Next, as the Priefts under 
the Law were alfo confccrated with blood, .fo was the Lord .Chrift with his own 

blood. 
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blood when his Father engraved him with graving ; or, as the Hebrew hath it here- 

him with optmig in his bloody pailion, baptized him in his own blood’ 
ftewed him mi his own broth, as it were; when in a cold winters-night lice fweai 
c ad \ ° f Y ’"; h thprowdothes and all fell to the very ground When 

after this they digged his hands and his feet, V{al. 22. 16. and made I is heirr 
melt in the middeft of his bowels, verfe 14. Wounded he was in the head ‘to, 
cure our vile imaginations: In the hands, to expiate our evil adions: in the heart 
and feet for Out bale affections, and unworthy walkings. Tormented he was tor 
ourtranfgreflions, broiled for our iniquities, the chartifement of our peace was 
upon him, pulcb'rrima corpora ctUtura, and by his ftripcs or bloodv 

wails, wewere healed. Ad.m lignifieth M.n, red-t.nh, or Bloody . Chrift was EC,.,, 4 
Man in his Incarnation, and bloody all over in his pailion. “ This death of Chrift 
“therefore look on (faith Mate Bedford Martyr) as the very pledge of Gods 
‘ dear love towards thee: fee the very bowels of it as in an Anatomie. See Gods 
hands ate nailed, they cannot ftrike theo : his feet aifo, he cannot runne from l 
thee: his arms are wide open to embrace thee .-his head hangs down tokiffe > 
thee: his very heart is open, lb that therein look, nay even fpie, and thou flialt 
fee nothing therein but love, love, Jove to thee. See. 


\ 

Cernis m in toto corpore fculptus amor. 


and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day ] / will remove i. e. 
remit and pardon, the iniquity, both guilt and punishment. Of that* land 
i.e Of the Church, that pleafant land, more dear to God then all the earth 
befides. In one day, i. e. together and at once, fuddcnly and in an inftant. Sec 
Efaj 66. 8b 

Jtrfe 10. In that day, faith the Lord'of hefts, jhall jee call, & e ,l i. e. Yee 

(hall have peace, Regtbms & Re ligionis. of countrey find of confcience. C hr if us 

tuferet imquitatem , afferet pacem . Chrift, as he faveth his people from their 

fmnes ; fo froth the hands of them that hate them. When this Prince of peace 

was born, inthedayesof Auguftut, Univerfa gentium erat nut pax, atitpaPlio-. 

there was a generall either peace, or truce among all Nations. And this man flail Lkc ’.F!otJ.£. 

be the peace, when the Affyrian jhall come into the land—thus flail he deliver ns 

from the Adrian, &c. Mic. 5. 5, 6. But behold a better thing; This Shiloh 

this TranquUlator, Pacificator, by removing iniquity, creaceth peace of confci- ’ 

ence: like as after fonah was caft over-board, the fea became calme. Of the 

enereafe of his government and peace there fhallbe no end, Efay 9. 7’ Where 

Chrift rulech there is peace, peace, Efay 2 6. 3. chaeis, perfeft, fheer, pure peace, 

with God, our felves, and others : and the more Chrifts government increafeth in 

the foul, the more is peace renued, continued, multiplied. Great peace have all pf a i dorge 

they that love thy Law c and nothing jhall offend them , faith David. And thou ’ 

haft been a ftrength to the poor, a refuge from the ftorm, a (badoW from the heat , 

&c. ( Efay 25.4. ) better then that of the broad-leaved Vine; and*fig-tree very 
cooling and comfortable in thofe hot countreys. See this in righteous Noah l who 
being juftified by faith, had peace with God, and therefore was medijs tranquillm 
in undis. How fecurely doth he ride out that uproar of heaven, earth, and waters l 
He hears the pouring down of rain above his head, the fhrieking of men, the bel¬ 
lowing of bcafts on both fides him, the raging and threats of the waves under him. 

He law the miferable fhifts of diftrefled unbeleevcrs,& in the mean t'fiie fits quietly 
in his dry cabbin, not feeling, nor fearing evil. How happy a thing is pardon of 
mne, and peace with God/ what a quiet fafety, what an heavenly calme doth it 
lodge m the foul! what earned: pantings, and*ftrong affeiftions to the falvation of 
others. T e jhall call, &c. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. IUI. 

Verfe I* A Nd the Angell that talked With me} See the Note on chap. i. ver . p 
X\ came again} After fome abfence, as it may fcem : and a new vifi- 
on or revelation received from God to be imparted to the Prophet. 

and waked me as a man that is wakened &c. } It fared with the Prophet ( not- 
withftanding the former vifions ) as with a drowfie perfon: who though awa¬ 
kened and fet to work, is ready to fall afleep at it. So Peter, )amcs, and John 
(thofe pillars as they are called Gal. 2. ) fell afleep at their very prayers Mat. 26. 
40. fuch dull metal arc the beft men made of: and fo weak is the flefli, be the 
fpirit never io willing ; foill-difpoledis our moft noble and immortal part the 
foule, to fu per nail and fupcrnaturall employments. Meditation and prayer arc 
the creatures of the holy Ghoft Jude 20. and that we may not run out into extra- 
vagancies^ or put up yawning petitions, we muft watch and pray Mat. 26. 41. 
yea watch while we are praying, meditating &c. againft corruption within (the 
fin that doth focafily belet us Heb. 12. 1. )and temptations without, whether 
from the world ( the things whereof are fo neer us and fo natural to u sj or from 
the devill who is ever bufieft with the beft ( as flies are- with fweet-meats) and 
with the beft part of their beft performances, as in the end of their prayers, when 
the heart fhould clofe up it felf with moft comfort. ' 5 

Verfe 2. W hat fee (i thou ? } The fight was already in fight; but the Prophet 
had not feen it,- or noted it, if the Angel had not flirt'd him up to it. Ifthe Lord 
give us not fight as well as light, if he heighten not both Organ and Objeft roo ; 
ifhefhinenot into our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of himfelfin 
2 cor 4.5. the face of Jefus Chrift; feeing we fhalifee, but not perceive 5 with Hagar we 

fhall not be able to difeern the fountain that is juft before us. ^ * 

J have looked J Carefully viewed the fight. It is expeded m acti agamus : that 
having a talent of grace wc trade with it, that our will, which at firft converfion 
was mecrly paflive fhould be afterward aftive : that we which once were dark- 
nefle, but now are light in the Lord, (hould walk as children of light Eph. 5.9. 
behold a candleftick'} chat is the Church, as Rev. 1.10. D 
all of Gold] pure gold as the Candleftick in the Tabernacle Exod. z$. 31. which 
is therefore called the pure Candlcliick Lev. 34. .4. Exod. 31. 8. noting out 
the Churches purity in do&rine and manners. Chry/oftome that golden Treacher 
y tefiificth of fome Saints in his time, that they were puritrrs carlo, purer then the 
^vifible heaven. Her Na barites were purer then the driven fnoW , whiter then milk,, 
ruddier then rubies , their polijhing was ofSaphire &c. Lam. 4.7. ' * 

with a bowle ] Hcb. gullah an ojle-glafs , or ojle-crufe ; a hollow round vcflel 
quodpariter latine retie gulam appellas faith a Lapide ; which you may not unfitly 
call a gullet or throat: for as the throat receiveth the food and tranfmitteth it to 
the ftomach : fo did this vcflel receive the oyle to be tranfmitted to the lamps. It 
figured Chrift in whom it pleafed the Father that all fulnefl'e fhould dwell Col.i. 19. 
for the Churches ufe I oh. 1.16. and 3.34. 

and his feven lamps thereon] fignifying the manifold graces and diverfiry of gifts 
in the Church by the fame fpirit of Chrifi 1 Cor. 1 1 .4, 6. For ol his fulnclle we all 
receive grace for grace loh. 1.16. 

and/even pipes to the feven lamps} Hcb. feven and feven , that is, feven I faj 
fiven y by the figure Anadiplofts faith Sancliw. This is a better glofle then that of 
thofe that fay the Hebrew text is.corruptcd; as having two fevens for one. Thefe 
fe ven pipes you muft imagine to be an the bottome of the bowle, to diftributethc 
oyle to each lamp; the grace of Jefus Chrift to each Chriftian, that hemayfhine 
Phil. a.i?.x£» asa lamp or luminary in the world, hold.ngforth the word of life, as the hand 
doth the, torch, or the watch-tower the light, and fo the haven to weather¬ 
beaten Mariners. 

Verfe}. And two Olive-trees by it} The two chief branches whereof through 
the two golden pipes empty the golden oyle out of themfelves vcr. 1 a. that is,, the 

fp 


Chap.^L the < Proptecie of Zacliariah. 52? 

fpirit of grace infuleth all precious graces ( much more precious then gold th*c 
pcrilhctb, though it be tried in the fire ) into the Church. Hence grace is called 
the fruits of the Spirit * Gal. 5. 22. yea Spirits- Danaus his Note .here is, 
though from thefe tlvo olive trees there was conrtnuall oyk powred into th.it bur¬ 
ning candleftick that it fhould never dry up or be put out, yet are not thefe olives 
laid tq be preffed by any man. which notwithftanding arqongft us, muft needs 
after an ordinary manner be doft, that the oyle may flow or run from them. Nei¬ 
ther is this oylefaid to flow, nor' with toyle and labour to be earned from one 
part or place into another, that there may be alwayes oyle for the candleftick :• but 
there ftand thefe olive trees grflWing, and dropping down oyje into the Bowle, 
and this of themfelves, without the help or fervice of any men or Oyle-mills: to M r# j>ttr.by.. 
fhew, faith Another Interpreter, that Gods grace only is fufficichc for his Church, 
to repairc and maintaine the fame without ail other meanes, againft alloppofition 
of man: and this is the Scope of this vifion. 

Verfe 4. What are thefe, my Lord} Or, Sir; which Englifh word comrs from 
Cyrus, the Terfian word for a Lord <?r great Prir cc, as H. Stepkanus will have it 
Others fetch it from authority, or wex<Q- a Lord, and fo the word Adoni in 
the text is ufually rendred. Others think our word Sir e omes from the French 
Sicur, whence Mon ft cur my Lord: as the word Lord from the old Saxon Lafird 
which commcth of Laef to fuftairie: like as the Hebrew Adonai from Eden a foun¬ 
dation or pillar, that fuftaincth the whole building. Ic is written, fometimes with 


to the Angell: Hinc Hi/panorum Don^ faithDrnfius. 4 . 

what are the/e^, The Prophet had been before'warned by the Angell to behold 
and heed the vifion. This he had done, and yet was to feek of the fenfc and mea¬ 
ning of it: as a man may look on a trade and netferfee the myftcry of it: or look * 
on the hand-dial!, and never underftand the curious clock-work within. None 
can underftand the myftcric of Chrift, but fuch as have the mind of Chrift iCor. 

2. 7, 11, 16. fuch as arc fpiritually rational!, and rationally fpirituall: fuch as 
arc taught of God, and conduced by his fpirit into all truth loh. 16. 13. No un- 
derftandirig of Gods riddles, but by plowing with his heifer, as I may fay. This 
the Prophet here knew: at)dther?foreapplieshimfclftothc Angell for informati¬ 
on : fo did Daviekchap. 8.1 5. fee chap. 9.2a. • : 

Verfe 5. K noweft thou not What, thefe be* 1 Thus preparation is made to the 
enfuing interpretation of the vifion by this dialogue; that wc might give better 
heed to that manifold wifdome of God made known to and by the Church : 
wherein the very Angels themfelves are great ftudents, and daily proficients. ‘ 

Docent proficiendo, & doccrido profici/int. The'beft of .men know not lo much as 
they might have known. Are ye al/o ignorant of thefe things l (faith our Saviour 
to the twelve) are ye alfo without under/landing} Mat. 15. 16. what? know 
you not <&. feven feveral times in one chapter I Cbr. <5.. And how doththcApo- 

ftlefhent and fhapic his Hcbrewcs for their dulneiTe and dolcilhnc{Te,He£. y. 12. . . 

It was expe&cfl, it fieems, by the Angel here, that Zachary a Mailer in Ifrael 
fhould have known more then he did, of the meaning of this candleftick, by Mo- 
fes his ancient candleftick. -For the godly of thofe times did not beleeve thole 
rites and ceremonies ofthe law did of themfelves plcafe God, or that they were 
dumb flicwcs and inlignificant Heb. 9. But they acknowledged them to be figures: 
the truth and fignification whereof was to be loughc in Chrift. The ceremomaU 
law was indeed their Gofpcll. • . . 

dhd 1 faid. No my Lorct} An ingenious confeflionof his ignorance ; and this 
was far better then to plead for it ( as many now-adayes ) or to pretend more skill 
then he had: that he might at leaft fcem to be fome body. Ignorantiam mcam 
non igr.oro , faith Origen. Though I knoiV little elfc, yet this I know, that it is . 
but little that I know. Andnotonly in innumerable other things am ignorant, ■ | nj 
faith Auflin ; but even in the very Scriptures alfo, my diief ftiidy,^ mttltb plnra^ ^ ’ • 

nefcio quatn fcio , lam to feek of many more things then t underftand. ^ Surely , 
faith Agur, I am more brat i/b then any man, and yet be had commerce with Ithiel 

aid 
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ar^i Veal ver. i. andh/ive not the underfiandtng of a mdnjfc. of a man in Chrift. 
J neither learned wifdome (though caught it) nor have'the knowledge of the holy , 
that is of che Angels, as Dan. 4, 13, 17* and 8. 13. Zachary here faw himfclf 
farr fhort of the holy angel that talked with him; and therefore dcOreth to be 


Caught by him.' • 

Verfe % 6. This is the Word of the Lord"] that is, this Hieroglyphicue containcs 
the mind of God in it. ‘ This is the interpretation ofehc vifion, neither fo concifc, 
nor obfeure, ut Oedipo fit opus (as a Lapide after Ribera here faith ) that it can 
hardly be underftood. F.or who feeth not by the.oppoficion here made between 
humane help and divine, that in building and beautifying his Church with fafety 
and (alvation God will make bare his own holy arme ; and do the work alone^ 
or by the weakeft meancs againft the ftrongeftrefiftance ? Thus then have we 
(faith an Interpreter)1 in three words the fcope of this whole vifion. That as the 
m.rrn te. an< j maintaining of this Candleftick and his Lamps, was without the arc 

and cunning of man by means fupernatijrall; fo Gods fpirit without and above all 
humane helps, (hould fuffice for the rccdification and prdfervation of the matcriall 
Templv, and true Church. 

’ unto Zorobabcl ] The Tirjbata or chief magiftratc Ez.ra 2.. 63. called alfo(as 
it is thought Shesbazxjir, E^ra I. 8. He wasatype of Chrift: towhomalfo 
God the Father here fpeaketh concerning his church to be gathered by the preach¬ 
ing of the Gofpell. 

not by mighty 'nor by firength, ] as Mahomet in the Eaft, and the Spaniard in the 
Indies: but by the power of his fpirit that great Wonder-worker, whereby the 
people fall undfcr him Pfal. 45. 5. and ftrong holds are caft down before him 
2 Cor. 1 o. 4. as once the miles of lericho. Thus he unwalled all the children of 
SethTdjtm. 24. 17. vU. by the foolifhncffc of preaching : and thus heftill rideth 
upon his white horfesfois Minifters, conquering and to conquer. Rev. 6. 2. Bri . 
fertull taniorum inacccfia Rontanis loca Chrifiofubdita funt. The Romanes could never 
fubdue this Nation .* but Chrift could. The Germans and ocher Wcflernpeo- - 
pie embraced the Chriftian religion in the yqer 772. when the Mahcmitan impiety 
wafted the Eaft. Gods fpirit is irrefiftible, compared to the wind Job, to a migh¬ 
ty rufhing wind API. 2. that beares all before it, therefore called a fpirit of pow¬ 
er 2 Tim. 1. 7. ofcounfcl and of might Efay n. 2. and therefore here fitly op¬ 
posed to an army, and to the arme of flefh,'to all humane power and pohcy vvhatfo- 
ev.er, though the gates of hell come to their help; • * 

not by might nor by firength &c-. 3 Thefe two words fdme take to b cSynonymas; 
Mercer faith that the former fignifietfrftoutand noble afts : the later importeth 
power and faculty of doing thofe ads; and is the lame that in Greek. 

By the Spirit of God we aic to underftand his power, providence, and Grace 
2 Tbef. 2. 8. Jf. 11. 4. &c. whereby he helpeth his people with a little‘help 
Dan. 11. 34. that through weaker gieancs, they may fee his greater ftrength. 
Thus he helped David againft Goliath, and che Iftaehtes againft the Philiftfoes of¬ 
ten : but elpccially then, when unarmed they marched with their flings, and 
plovv-ftaves, and hooks, and forks, and other inftrumencs of their husbandry, 
againft a mighty and well-furniflied enemy, and returned laden footh with arms 
and vidory. . Sometimes againe, God helpeth his without any vifiblc help, as 
when he deftroyed Senacherib’s army by an Angel, fwepc away Siferas army by the 
Anno. 394 river and the Saracens and Pcrfiansby che river Euphrates, in the dayes of 

Alfttd. chro.,Theodofitu y ( fmitten with a Panick terrour, they ran headlong into the river, and 
nol.p. 300. jjvere drowned, to the number ofan hundred thouland ) for whom alio the winds 
Aug. dt civ. f° u g^i n ^at famous battle againft Maximal as both winds and waves did for 
Dei lib. 5. us againft the invincible navy. The £hurch alone deferveth to be filled invinefile, 
caf.ad. that hath the Lord of Hofts to be her Champion, who hath armies above , and 
armies beneath ( as the Rabbincs well obfcrve)2. gencrall troopcs, as his horfc 
nh g f* be ~i andfoot » read y P rc ft > Legions of Angels, Millions of other creatures. The cur- 
fbeiotb. taines of *e Tabernacle embroidered with Cherubims fignified the fervice and pro¬ 
tection of the Church by the Angels. Let-the Pope be the Sun, and the Empe- 
rour the Moon (as the Canonifts ftile them ) yet the Sun muft not fmitc the 
Church by day, nor the Moon by night r but the ftarrs in their conrfcs muft fight 


againft 


CHAP.4. the Pnsphecie of Zachariah. jt~J 

againft and both the Popes bull, and the Empcrours thunderbolt tend ex¬ 
ceedingly to the furtherance of the Reformation begun by Luther. Whereupon 
Scultetus makes this observation, Ecce tibi adimpletunt Pfalnticum illud Pfal. 54. 3. 

Behold that of the Pfalmift made good. He (hall fend from heaven and five us 
from the reproach of him t hat would f wallow ns up. Sclah • God (hall f *-nd forth his^ mer¬ 
cy and his truth. He fhall: but when will he, may fome fay? Firft when his people in 
diftreffe cry aloud, I came for thy word Dan 10.1 2. He will come, but he will have 
his peoples prayers lead him. Secondly, when his enemies blafpheme and infult, 
faying. Where is now their God ? when Rab(hakeh ( a Rencgado Jew , as the Rab¬ 
bins report him) fhall jear at He^ahs prayers as an empty buftneffe, an airy 
Nothing, as words of the lips onely. whereas counfel and (Irength are for the war (thus 
fome read that text Efay 36.5.) Thirdly when che the Church is at loweft, and all 
feems loft and defperate; when the enemy is above fear, and the Church below 
hope; when fhe is talking ofher grave, like Ifrael at the red fea: then is Gods fea- 
fon to fet in ; it is his glory to help at a dead lift,to begin where we have given over, 
to relieve thofe chac are forfaken of their hopes, to come when we can icarce finde 
faith .fl'pon the earth : God fees when the mercy will be in fcafon.When his people 
arefow enough, and the enemy high enough, then ufually appears the Churches 
morning-ftar . then Chrift came leaping and skipping over the mountains of Bethcn 
all impediments that might feem to hinder, (as fins of his people, oppofitions of his 
encmies)and make the Churches mountain to be exalted above all mountains, tnole- 
hi Is i n compari fon of her. 

Yerfe 7. y/ho art thou O great mountain ?"] So the enemies feemed tothem- 
felves, fee aloft, and overtopping the low and poor eftate of thofe feeble Jews, as 
they called them Neh.^. 2. But the Virgin daughter of Zion defpifeth them here, E fo y37 
and laimheth them to fcorn : fhe fhaketh her head at them, and faith, whom haft 
thou reproached and blafphemed &e ? It is good for thee to meddle with thy 
match, and not to exalt thy felf againft the holy One of Ifrael, who is more glon- 
riousand excellent then thofe mountains of prey. The fioUt-hsarted are/ polled, they 
have p.ept ihe.tr fieep (fuch as Sifera did) and none of the rtten of might have found ca'ldadc- 
their hands when once they fell into che punifhing hands of the living Cod. He flroymg m>un- 
will foon level thefe lofty mountains. tain/ated 

they (hallbecome a plain ' A champiagne that before feerticd unpoflibie/hacceffiblc- (****Jf** 
Chrifts enemies fhall b? in that place thacisfitteft for them,the loweft; that is, the uZ t l,andlay 
footflool ofC hrijh when the Church, as it is the higheft in Gods love and favour, fo u low . nougb; 
fhall it be higheft in it felf Gaudco quod C hr iff us‘DominUs efi : aliosjui totetsdef- 26. 
pcr.<jfem t writes Miconius to Calvin upon the view of the Churchs enemies* GJad I Melch.Ad.] 
am that’Chrift reignes : forelfe I had been utterly hopelefTe. 0 pray., pray ’faith 
another Saint .-for the Pope of Rome, and his Conventicle of Trent are hatching 
ftrangebufinefifes. The comfort is that he that fitcetli in heaven feeth them f the 
Lord above hath them in de'rifion. For in the thing wberHv they deal, proudly, God 
is above them : and his will fhall ftand when fhey fhall dung the earth with their 
dead car caffes. Sciat Celfitudo Tua &c. Let your Highneffe know (fajth Luther in 
a letter to the Duke of Saxpny ) that things are ochcrwife ordered in heaven then 
they are at Aiisborough • where the Emperour Char Is the fife had maaeadecree 
to root out the Reformed religion out of Germany. But foon after, the Turk 
broke into Hungary, and the borders of Germany: fo that Cefar had fomewhat 
elfetodo then to perfecute the Proteftantsl So the primitive perfecutours fondly 
inferibed upon the publike pillars Ddeto Chriflianorum nomine &c. that they had 
blotted out the name of Chrift and his religion fromunder heaven : but this they 
could never effeS with all the power oifthe whole .Empire. They found and 
complained^ that the Church might be fjiaken and notfoivered : cancuti non excu- 
ti as 2 Gr.4.8,9. Facuhkt funt Martyrtim pineres, the very afhes of the Martyrs 
were fruitful, and their blood prolifical.The Church conquers even when fhe is con-, 
quered : as thrift .overcame as well by patience as by power. The people of 
Rome (faith' ( 5 oe) jCepe pralio vitbus, njmytdm tretloy, they Joft,many bdttels, but ui; 
were.never overcome in,a fet.iyar : atthe long run they crufhed aft their one- * li! - , ' r ' • 

mies. Beilarmine fomewh^t b6af|eth the like : of the Chiirch 6f Rom^. that fhe ar -' 

Was never worfted fo any fet battel by the Proceftants. But if he had lived till 

theft 
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thcfe lateyeers, he would have known it othcrwife: And indeed he could not be 
ignorant of that famous Bellum Hufiticum as they called it in Germany, and the 
many fields fought and won by the Huguenots in France &c. And if at’anv time 
the Church lofe the day, Vttta tauten vincct. Chrift hath his ftratagems as Jofhmh 
had at Ai: he feems fometimes to retire, chat he may return with greater advan- 
tagelCertain it is, he will threfti the mountains and beat them fmal before his Zoro- 
babels: he will make the hills as chaff,£^41.15. 

and he fhall bring forth the hcad-fione thereof with fhoutings fay ing,Grace, Grace 
unto it] i.e. He (hall hold out to lay the very laftftonc of this new building with 
joy, and with general acclamations and wel-wifhes. There was a promife for it 
long before Efiy 44.28. This Zorobabel was not ignorant of: as neither of that 
which followeth C/j.'?/j.^5.i,i.that,for the effefting of that promife, God would go 
before him to make the crocked place freight, to bnakjn pieces the gates of braffe and 
cut in funder the bars of iron,/, e. to take away all rubs and impediments. There it 
the like promife in the New Tefiament, and it may be a lingular incouragement to 
thofe that go on to build che tower of Godlinefte, to prepare a tabernacle intheir 
hearts for the holy One of lfrael, that he may dwell in them and walkjnthem &c. the 
gates, of be# fhall never prevail againfi them, fith Chrift, as another Sampfon, hath 
flung them off their hinges, hath deftroyed the Devils works, and laid the top- 
ftone of l«s fpiritual temple with fhouting fayingjC^fcfj ^c^untoit. Themca- 
ningis, faith an interpreter, that the Angels, the faithful, and all creatures, rc- 
joycing at Chrifts kingdom eftablifhed in the world, fhall defire God the Father 
to heape all manner of blelling and liappineffe upon it: See Tfl.nS.26. Or,they 
fhall. acknowledge and preach, that the Father hath laid up in himallthe’trea- 
furesofhis.graceand gifts ofhisfpiric. It is the obfervation of another Reverend 
man, preaching upon this text, that when we preach of humane wifdom and fore- 
fight, we fhouid fid! down, and cry (as we are here taught) GrJcc, Grace, unto 
it » we are not to cry up Z embbabel, Zcrubbabel, any man or means, whatever: 
but to exalt the free grace of God the work of which alone it is and hath been. 
2 .erubbabel fhouid bring forth ? the head-ftone (as mafter-builders ufed to do 
the firft and., la ft i|ogc;.,and'che'people fhouid magnifie Gods meer free-grace: 
and acknowledge tliatne was marvellous in their eyes'. Thus that learned Preach¬ 
er : who alfo hy the lighted Candleftick here, underftandeth full perfecting, and 
fipifhing ofthe Temple, andreftoringthe worfhip of God within it unto its full 
Wrfecftron.qfbeauty and brightnefte. By ■ the two Oliv'e-trees. Zerubbabcl with 
‘ the cldchftnd.Iojhua High-prieft with tjie'otber priefts chiat fat before him, as Chap; 

. 3*8. wute'£^>72.6.14. confer.. Pfal. 5»*S.V.Thefe are faid to empty gotten oy l, thai 
is, their effaces and pairis for the fini.fhing of coftly work : and likewile be¬ 
came it was done in fincerity of lieart^thereforeit is called 'golden or -pure cyf. . Fur; 
ther, thefe e.miuent ranks and' forts of per Ions that fhouid give their afiiftance 
to this work are called "(phs of oylverfc 15. As being fruitful and affording plenty 
ofitCJlmsFfay 5 1. a fruitful hill and fertile fovl, is in'the Original (as here) cal¬ 
led afon dfoj'l cfr. ; ' ’ 1 - . • , a v ' ' ■ 

Jffffe 'S.^ jl'/oreover the word of the Lord came unto me,faying, , ] This is a confor¬ 
mation off:K^former comfort, and a feal-.ofthe former promife /all. which was but 
l|fdl^ enough by reafon of tlie peoples'c^firuft and iiifidelify. Again# Which did 
^ophef hjare producctli.his warrant, GpdsWn word i fd.This is dfaithful fy\ 
ing r and worthy of all acceptation . This is a pillar arid”around of truth. See the Note 

£d ;i i ’’ •' ; ■’ 

tends of Zerubbabel have' laid the foundation of thishoufek his hr.nfi 
Hcjj oie Tcope of tlils '{lately vifion h phunlyjyrld forth, and without a pai 
table. Vvhat the(cripture fpeaketh darkty 'in one piqt'G itfpeaks pfa\nly in ano- 
Jljc. I^bhins.^c^^aying, diat'tliere is a mouftain of fenfe ; Hanging uf£ 
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lawfbut may> be refold (?ht ofthe tow/' TZ^#/^’b6th foiind^ahd'fiHlfhcif 
Of the Tdjrlble (thofe thkiWillhaye it not, to be MW-till aboutWfixth’ yeer 
bo be very l^ifgrliveT^d tellusthatCl’od granted/ 
f ing to btidbnc'b theW-^ 


Chap-4. the Trophecie 0 /^Zachariah. jzp 


The diftruftful jews began todefpife thofe fmall beginnings of a building : and to 
tic [pair of ever feeing it perfected, by reafon of thofe mountains of oppoficion they 
itiec with, and thought they fliould never dig down or get over. -The work fhall be 
done faith God, and Zerubbabcl , how unlikely foever, fhall do it. Be lave the 
1 prophets, and ye fall prof per. It fhall never be faid of Zorobabel, as ofthe fooliih 
builder ‘Thism n began f tit could not finish: Or as an out-lander feeing Chrift- Luke 14. 30. 
t {lurch in Oxford,faid of it t Egrcgtum opus : Cardihalis ifie inflituit Collegium, Cr ab- RolI - G,,a!tl ’ e - 
iylvit ail mam. A pretty piece ot Work ! A colledgc begun, and a kitchin finifhed. 

\i was God that let Zcrr.bbabd awork : and He doth not ufe do chings to halves.He 
Alpha and Omega, the beginner and Ender, the Author and Finifher.//cZ».i2.i. 

] am confident of this very thing , faith "Paul, that he that hath begun a good worf 
uiyjuwilperform it Pfal.1.6. And faithful is he that callcth you, who alfo w lido it 
j j hrfy.lj- And, the Lord will perfect that which conccrncthme (faith David) for- 
ffc net the ivorl-jf thine own hands i ‘Pfal.i^i.S. I.cok upon the wounds of thine 
hands and defpile not the works of thine hands, faid Queen Elizabeth. Thus if 
men pray in the holy Ghofl Jiccp then/fives in the love of God, and look,for the mercy of 
our Lord JefisChrifunto eternal life,they fall be builded up in their mof holy faith, 
whereby Chrift (hall dwell in their hearts, as in his holy Temple. 

and thou (bah kno iVl Thou Zachary fhalt know, that the Lord of llof s hath fens 
me’] FSis Angelas his Jnternuncio. See Luf 1.19. Or thou ZcrubbabelChttk know, 
that 1 Tachucy come not to thee of mine own minde, but on Gods meftage, and 
am therefore to be beleevcd. When Ehud told Eglou he had a meftage from God, 
though he were an heathen and a fat unweildy man, he ftood up to receive it Judg. 
q.20. tliou^h that meftage was a meflenger of death, a ponyard in his bowels. 

Should not^e harken to the Father of fptrits and hvc ? fhouid the Confolaticns of Heb.12, 

God be fmall with us ? fob. 15.x 1. Should we inftead of wrcfLug with God by pray¬ 
er, (l’o putting his promifes in fuitj wrangle wich him, by cavelling objedi ons? 

If dixit among Tythagoras his fchollers went currant .• if t: eir mafter faid ir, 

’twas enough: And fhaH we that are taught of God not give the like credit to our 
Mafter in heaven ? fliall we not yecld him the obcduncc of faith ? 

yerfe 10 .Cor who hath dfpifd the day of fmall things > 1 Nay, who had not ? The 
generality of the lews were clearly guilty Ez,ra 3 . 13. and are therefore here juft- 
ly reproved. As Nauruan once looked on Gods Iordan with Syrian eyes, and fo 
flighted the motion of walking therein fo thefe diftruftful Jews defpifed the 
fmall beginnings of this great work; and the little likelyhood of ever bringing it to 
any «ood upfhot. Is it not in your eyes as nothings faith Haggle, ( hap. 2. 3 ? They fee- 
med & onely to grieve at it: but God conftrueth it for a downright contem pt: 
for he judgeth otherwife of our carnall atfedions then we our felves, and will have 
us to know that his thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are his wayes our 
wayes Efay 55.S. Out of meancit principles he many times raifeth matters 
of greateft moment : that his own immediate hand may the more appear. The 
kingdom of heaven was at firft but as a grain of mufa. d-feed Mat. 13. 32. The 
ftone cutout of the mountain without hands, as if it had dropt out, or been blown 
downthnece, became a mountain and filled the whole earth Han. 1. 34 ' 3 ) • The cloud 
that rofe as little as a mans hand, foon after mulfiedthe whole heaven. God put 
little thoughts into the heart of Zhafbucroty concerning Mordecai, but for great pur- 
pofes. Who would ever have thought, that out of Abraham now as good as dead 
fhouid have come the Meftiah ? orthat out ofthe dry root of Jcfle ihould come 
the Branch fpokenof in theformcr Chapter ? who would have imagined that going 
forth onely with his bow 'Rgv.6.z. and arrows Tfd.^. 5. the fooh{hncffe of preach¬ 
ing, he could conquer in three hundred yeers the whole Roman Empire ? that by 
Husagook, and Luther afwan, iuch ftrange things fhouid have been done in 
Bohemiaand GermanyPthat by a fcruple caft into Hen. the 8. his minde about Ins 
marriage with Katharine of Spain by the Trench Embafiadotv(who came to confult 
with him of a marriage between theLady Mary and the Duke of Orleans fccond ion 
to the King of France) whether Mary were legitimate &c? the Pope fhouid be caft _ 
off here, and reformation wrought by fo weak and fimple means, yea by cafual and * 
croffe means ? this faith one, is that miracle which we are in thefe times to took for. 

y y For 
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thcfe lateyeers, he would have known it ocherwife: And indeed he could not be 
ignorant orthat famous Vellum Huffiticum as they called it in Germany, and the 
many fields fought and won by the Huguenots in France &c. And if abany time 
the Church lofe the day, Villa tamcn vincct. Chrift hath his ftratagems as jofhudh 
had at Ai: he feems fometimes to retire, that he may return with greater advan¬ 
tage*. Certain it is, he will threfh the mountains and beat them fmal before his Zoro- 
babels: he will make the hills as chaff, EJay 41 .15. 

and he fhall hr big forth the bcad-fione thereof with fhott tings fay ing,Grace, Grace 
nr.to ii\ i. e. He fhall hold out to lay the very laft ftone of this new building with 
joy, and with general acclamations and wel-wifhes. There was a promife for it 
long before Efay 44.28. This Zorobabel was not ignorant of: as neither of that 
which followed! 5.1,1. that,for the effecting of that promife, God would go 

before hi m to make the crocks d face freight , to bn-akjft pieces the gates of brajfe and. 
cut in finder the bars ofirony, e. to take away all rubs and impediments. There it 
the like promife in the New Tefiament, and it may be a fingular incouragcment to 
thofe that go 011 to build the tower of Godlineffe, to prepare a tabernacle intheir 
hearts for the holy One of lfrael, that he may dwell in them and walkjnthem &c. the 
gates, of hell.(hall never prevail againfi them ,fith Chrift, as another Sampfon, hath 
flung them off their hinges, hath deftroyed the Devils works, and laid the top- 
ftone of Ins fpiritual temple with fhouting faying,G’r/r<re, ^n7£r ;( untoit. Themea- 
ning is, faith an interpreter, that the Angels, the faithful, and all creatures, re- 
joycing at Chrifts kingdom eftablifhed in the world, {hall defire God the Father 
to heape all manner of blefling and happineife upon it: See Tfil.i 18.26. Or,they 
fhalL acknowledge and preach, that the Father hath laid up in him all the’trea- 
fures of his,grace and gifts ofhisfpirit. It is the obfervation of another Reverend 
man, preaching upon this text, that when we preach ofhumanc wifdom and fore¬ 
fight, we fiiould fail down and cry (as we are here taught) Orrice,Grace, unto 
it, we are not to cry up Z erubbabel, Zerubbabel, any man or means whatever ; 
but to exalt the free grace of God the work of which alone it is and hath been. 
Zerubbabel fhouid bring forth ..the head-ftone (as mafter-builders ufed to do 
thefirft and., la ft f|oqc; and the people Ihould magnifie Gods meer free-grace: 
and acknowledge thatlie was marvellous in their eyes. Thus that learned Preach¬ 
er : who.allQ by the lighted Candleftick here, underftandeth full perfecting, and 
fiqifhmg ofthe Temple, and reftoring the worfhip of God within j t lint0 its full 
wrfeftfon.qfbeaup- and brightnefle. By the two Olive-trees. Zerubbabel with 
the elders and, 7 ^ 7 ?;/.'! High-prieft with die other priefts that fat before him, as Chap; 
3.8. wite'T^/vz.b. 14. confer. Pfal .52. 8. /.Thefe are faid to empty golden off that 
is, their .effaces and painsfor the fini.ftiing of coftly work : and like wife be- 
caufe it was done in fincerityof heart/therefore it is called 'golden or -pure cyt ., Fur¬ 
ther; thefy ejhipent ranks and forts of pprfons that fhould give their afliftance 
to this wqrR are called ' fpns.pfoyl verfe 15. As being fruit fill and affording plenty 
of iti.Thus.T/:-; 5 1. a fruitful hill and fertile fovl, is in'the Original (as here) cal- 

Jfjf ilftforeover the word ofthe Lord'came unto me, faying, ] This is a confor¬ 
mation of comfort, and a feakofthe former promife /all. which was but 

Ijftlcj enough by reafon ofthe peoples djjftnitt and iufideiity. Again#' Which did 
pfophefhfte produceth, his warrant, Gods'own word : fd.This is afaithful fy~ 
ingfandwonfy of all acceptation. This is}ipillar and' found of truth. See the Note 
f/ r ipf.J.r^. ... .... . \ ' V' - ' ; 

« hands of Zerubbabel have laid iff foundation of thisHoufeh his 'kin# 

Tcopeoftjiis ftately vifioti \ plain lyj&ld, forth, and without a [>a : i 
bat theferiptureTneaketh darkly ‘in one plac'd, itfpeaks plainly in and- 
W-, IfavehTayitig, tliartufcre is a mountain of fen ft hanging uj?- 

Sy^tXr!T* Thetfhiavealfo another faying. Nulla 
‘.cflio.inlege^ x cfux non habtrfolutioncm in latere, LcMhidfe: i$ ndt afly : d(6Ub‘t in' the 
IdWVbut^a.^berefoIvied^pht oftlie law/ ^^dc/'is’bdth 'foiiii'(3'e^a'fid:'fililih^ 
^Jhc.T^ble (thofe tliat'wjH have it pot.'tp be' ffniltiecf till abeutW fixth yeer 
r ffothm, maW Jiim to be very ldrrg 7 live r d ‘Viand tell us thaidGod grantetH 
f to bejdone'by thentf? 


CHAP.4. the Propbecie of Zacliariah. 

The diftruftful jews began todefpife thofe final 1 beginnings of a building : and to 

del pair of ever feeing it perfected, by reafon of thofe mountains of oppofition they 

.net with, and thought they fhould never dig down or get over. -The work ftiall be 

done faith God, and Zerubbabel , how unlikely lo ever, ftiall do it. Be lave the 

* prophets, arid ycjhill prof per. it fhall never be faid of Zorobabel, as ofthe foolifh 

builder m n began , but could not Jinifi : Or as an out-lander feeing Chrift- Luke 14. 30. 

i [lurch in Oxford,faid of ic, Egrcgtum opus: Cardinally ifie inflituit C°lffum, Cr ub- 

hivii ctilinatn. A pretty piece oi Work I A colledge begun, and akitchinfinifhcd. 

It was God that fee Zerubbabsl awork: and He doth not ufe do things to halves.He 
1$ Alpha and Omega, th c Beginner and Ender, the Author and Finilher.//^.i2.i. 

1 am confident of (his very thing , faith 'Paul, tliat he that hath begun a good work, 

•ftj on veil perform it Pfal.i .6. And faithful is he that callcth yon , who alfo wll do is 
1 ’ihef 5.24- And, the Lord will perfect that which conccrnethme (faith David) for- 
fke net the worljf thine own hands , c Pf:l. 138.8. Look upon the wounds of thine 
hands and defpiie not the works of thine hands, faid Queen Elizabeth. Thus if 
men pray in the holy GhoJ},hecp thenfives in the love of God, and 100!^ for the mercy of 
our Lord f efts Cbr if un;o eternal life,they full be b Aided up in their moft holy faith, J u c '~° 
whereby Chrift ftiall dwell in their hearts, as in his holy Temple. 

and thou (bah kuo\\i) Thou Zachary (halt know, that the Lord of ILfls hath fern 
MC J His Angel as his Internuncio. See Luk^ 1J9. Or thou Zcrnbbalel (halt know, 
that 1 7 ,aeijary come not to thee of mine own minde, but on Gods meflage, and 
am therefore to be beieeved. When Ekud told Eglou he had a mertage from God, 
chough he were an heathen and a fat unweildy man, he ftood up to receive it Judg. 
v20° though that meflage was a meffenger of death, a ponyard in his bowels. 

Should not we harken to the Father of fptrits and live.} fhould the Confolations of Hcb.12, 

God be finall with us ? Job. 1511. Should we inftead of xvrcjLng with God by pray¬ 
er, (lb putting his promifes in fuitj wrangle with him, by cavelling obje&i onsf 
Lfe dixit among ‘ Pythagoras his fchollers went currant . if their mafter faid it, 

’ewas enough : Anti ftiall we that are taught of God not give the like credit to our 
Mafter in heaven ? ftiall we not yecld him the obedience of faith ? 

Fcrfe 1 o .Cor who hath d fptfcd the day effntall things } 1 Nay, who had not > The 
generality of the lews were clearly guilty Ez.ra 3 . 13. and are therefore here juft- 
ly reproved. As Numaa once looked on Gods Iordan with Syrian eyes, and fo 
flighted the motion of wafhing therein ; fo thefc diftruftful Jews defpifed the 
fmall beginnings of.this great work; and the little likelyltood of ever bringing it to 
?ny good upfliot. Is it not in your eyes as nothiug-i aith Haggce, C hap. 2. 3 ? They fee- 
meif onely to grieve at it: but Cod conftrueth ic for a downright contem pt: 
for he judgeth otherwife of our carnall affeftions then we our felves, and will have 
us to know that his thoughts are not our thoughts, neither are his wayes our 
ivayes £f. y 55.8. Out of meaneft principles he many times raifeth matters 
of greateft moment : that his own immediate hand may the more appear.'I he 
kingdom of heaven was at firft but as a gram of mafia, d-feed Mat. \ 3. 32 .1 he 
ftone cut out of the mountain without hands, as if it had dropt out, or been blown 
downthnece, became a mountain and filled the whole earth Dan. r. S 4'3 5 • The cloud 
thatrofe as little as a mans hand, foon after muffled the whole heaven. God put 
little thoughts into the heart of Ahafhttero'h concerning Mor dec ad, but for great pur- 
pofes. Who would ever have thought, that out of Abraham now as good as dead 
fhould have come theMefliah ? or that out ofthe dry root of Jcfte ihould come 
the Branch fpoken of in the former Chapter ? who would have imagined that going 
forth onely with his bow B^v.6.2. and arrows TfiLtf. 5. the fooliihucjfc of preach¬ 
ing, he could conquer in three hundred ycersthe whole Roman Empire ? that by 
Hits dgoofc, and Luther afwan, luch ftrange things fhould have been done in 
Bohemiaand Germany?that by a fcruple caft into Hen. the S. his minde about his 
marriage with Katharine of Spain by the Trench Embaflador(who came to confuk 
with him of a marriage between theLady Mary and the Duke of Orleans fecond Ion 
to the King of France ) whether Mary were legitimate &c? the Pope fhould be call: _ 

offhere, and reformation wrought by fo weak and Ample means, yea by cafual and f • *' 

crofje means ? this faith one, is that miracle which we are in thefe times to look for. 

Y y For 








For they (hall re]oyce\ Or, But they fhall re'oycc, or. Nay, they (hall rcjoyce, nay they 
{hall Jce,vi*. that which they defpaired of ever feeing, and were therefore much 
cafi: down about the perfection of the work, and its glorious accomplishment. And 
this fhall be furely effeded by Gods powerful and watchful providence, called here 
tho fefeveneyes of the Lord Which run to and fro thororo the whole earthy called elfc- 
where the fevenfptrits of God Rcv.$.6. and 1.4. and Gods fpint here Verfe 6. f 0 
guiding and managing all affaires and occurrences, that all the rayes and beames 
of providence ifiuing from thofeeyes might be feen to meet in the accomplifhment 
of this, as their ultimate ay me, and fcope. See the Note on Chap.3.9. 

Verfe 1 1. Thenaufvered /, andfaid unto him] No mean meafure of undemand¬ 
ing would content the prophet: but he is ftill enquiring and incroaching upon the 
Angel, fodoth Mofes upon God, Exod.33. He had not been long out of the 
Mount, but he is asking God to fhew him his glory : which when he had feen, yet 
he refteth not fatisfied, but muft have more, and yet more; So David, though 
deep-learned, is ever and anon at it, teach n.e thy fiat utes. Spiritual learning is infti- 
fed by degrees: our hearts are as narrow-mourh’d ve(Tels,and God delights oft to 
hear of us. Whither I go thou canfi: not come now : but thou (halt afterwards. Then 
fhall ye know, if ye follow on to know : provided that ye beg and di« Prov. 2? 
4,y, and beat, as the foul doth thefhelltoget out thefifh .-and be difcontenteV 
ly contented-, till ye come to fee as ye are feen, a fpe ad fpedem &c. What arc 
theftc tw olives &c. And. 

Vtrfe iz. JVhat be thefc t\\o olive-branches, &c.'] See the Notes on verfe 3. and 
verfe 7. 

Verfe 13. Knowcfi thou not what. See. ] See the Note on ver. 5. 

Verf. 14. Thefe are the two anointed ones | Hcb. formes of oyl. Sec the Noteon 
verfe 7. 

thatfiand by the Lord of the whole earth } bccaufe by the candleftick and utenfils 
of the Temple and Type of the Church, which is at Chrifts right hand, Pfal 45. 
as he at his l athers right hand, Rom. 8. He is with all his to the end of the world: 
and it is a part of his joy that we fhall be one day where he is. Thu Lord of the 
whole earth, foveraigne over all: but takes delight onely in fuch as ( Efiber 1% ) 
he purifies and perfumes for royallufe: and thefe he loveth fo affedionately as ne¬ 
ver any Lord did his fubjeds, Zech. 3.17. He loves the gates of Zion more then all 
the dwellings of ‘Jacob, Pfal. 87. 2. 


CHAP. V. 

Verfe I. * ¥ H Hen I turned trie, and lifted up mine eyes] i. e. I prepared me to the 
1 receiving of anewvifion.- nothing fo comfortable as the former, but 
no lefle necefTary; that the people, by fenfe of finne, and fear of wrath, mioht be 
taken off their wicked pradifes, redeem their own forrows, and be accounted wor¬ 
thy to efcape all thofe things that fhould ( otherwife ) come to paffe, as verje 11. 
and to ftand before the Son of man, at that dreadful! day. This feemethtobcc 
Luke 21.3$. the mind of the Holy Ghoft, in thefe two vifions here recorded: which while 
fome Interpreters attend not, in toto vaticinio r.eyue ccelum, ncaue terram attingunt, 
faith Calvin, they are utterly out. 

and behold a flying rott~^ Or, volume , as F fal. 40. 10. or fcrollof paper, or 
parchment, ufually rolled up, like the web upon the pin, mi convohmtut nofira 
Mappa Geographica, as our Mappes arc rolled up, faith A Lapide : and as in the 
publlke library at Oxford the Book or Roll of Efiher ( an Hebrew Manufcript) 
Antibarb.hb .3. is ac day tobec feen : but here firing'] Not onely becaufe fpread 
Volant veheif- wide open, as RabfhAksns letter, iKing. 19. 14. and as that Book of the Prophet 
fimm-aiuonn Efaias, Luke 4. 17. but alfo as fleeting along fwiftly, like a bird ready to feixon 
SchryW ~' h€l ' prCy ‘ NeW ° f CditS Z erit in l>e£iore » W non idem Nome fin in tergo. The Hea- 

thens 


Chap.5. 


the Trophecie of Zachariah. 


thtns named Ncmefi,(ihot Goddefle of Revenge to take punilhment of offendours) 

A*®” - ? oecanfe no man can poilibly efcape her. They tell ns alfo that their ?«- • • . 

piter writeth down aU the finnes of all men in a book, orfcroll, made ofa goats- 
Jf pelt, which they call ^ftsuht very word.whereby A^uiU and Th t od.,iJ( two 
■ . Greek Tranfiatours ) do render the Hebrew of this Text. ( See Dan 7 ,S « ev 
20.12.) S,mm.cbH S ^ turner it K i*w t , a Chapter, or Abftrad of a larger Book' 
foil of finnes, and Woes: and yet it is of an unheard of hugenefTe, vSfi . and 
of very fad contents, like that book of EuMel, chip. 2.9, To. lamentation, and 
mourning, and woe ; or the firft leaf of Bifhop Babingrons book (which he turned 
, over every morning) all black: to inmind him of hell, and Gods judgements 
due unto him for his finnes. ° 

Verf. 2. fVbat feefi thou ] <j. d. Mark it well, and let thine eye aflfett thine heart- 
let thefe things be oentu commiffa fde/ibtts. * 

1 fee a flying HI See the Noteon verfe i. Some read it, A double book , 

( according to the Chaldaick fignificacion of the word ) as containing double that 
is, manifold menaces and puntfhments of finne. But the Chaldee Paraphrafi ’ Sep- 
tuagint, and others, render it flying, as halting, and hovering over the heads of 
wicked perfons. 

the length thereof u twenty cubits , &c. ] Ten yards long, and five broad. Nei¬ 
ther let men fay, that words are but wind, as they did ^er.5.13. For, 1. Even 
wind, when gotten into the bowels of the earth, may caufe an earth-quake- as 
when into the bowels of the body, an heart-quake. 2. God threateneth thofe 
fcoffers verfe 14- that he will make that word which they teamed wind, to become 
fire, and themfelvcs fuel to feed it. And as fire flycth upon fuell fully dried, Nah. 

1.10. andconfumeth it in an infiant: fo Gods flying roll will lick up the evil-doers 
no otherwife then the fire from heaven after it had confumed the facrifice the 
wood, the ftones, and the duff, licked up alfo the water that was in the trench, 1 
King. 18.38. The threatnings of Gods Law (the fame with this Roll) are fas 
Erafmns faith of E*ek . 3 -18.) fttlmina non verba, lightbolts rather then words: ? 
or if words, yet they are ( as One faith ) Verba non legenda fed vivenda. Words 
not to be read onely, but lived : at leaft, not to be read as men do the old ftories of 
forraigne warres ; wherein they are nothing concerned ( but as threatening them- 
felves in every threat, curfing themfelvcs in every curfe, &c. ) nor as they read the 
predidions of an Almanack for wind and weather: which they think may come to 
pafle, and itjnay be not: but be confident of this very thing, that God who hath 
denounced it will furely do it, and that he will execute the judgement written in 
this roll, Pfal. 149. 9. yea every iicknefle and every plague which is not written in 
the book of this Law, them will the Lord caufc to defeend upon the difobedient, 
untill they be deftroyed, Dent. 28. 61. 

Verfe 3. Thu is the curfe ^ Or oath, with execration and curfing. Curfing KT 
men are curfed men, and God hath fworn that fwearers fhall not enter into JlvIS 5 ' 2 // 
his red:. • 

that goetb forth ] yea flyeth, verfe 1. more fwifethen an eagle, an arrow, a flafh fraitentum et 
of lightening. Or, if not, yet - execratjonem 

fignificat. 

n ■ v r Mercer. 

Poena vemt gravtor, cjuomagc feraventt. 


ever the face of the whole earth ] Tribulation and anguifh upon every foul of 
man that doth evil: but of the Jew fi r fl , ( I ngentia beneficia flafitia, fupplicta ) 
who is therefore theworfe, bccaufe he oughfto have been better ; and thcn,of the R 0ni , 9 
Gentile Alfo . Thtodoret, Lyra, and Varakins think that Iudara.is hinted in the mea- y 
lure of the book (twenty cubites long, and ten broad ) as being twice fo long (and / 
omewhat more ) as it is broad : witnefie Hicrom in his Epiftle co Dardanus. But Epift.129. 
let the whole earth here be taken in its utmoft latitude, fith the Gentiles that finne 
without the Law, are yet liable to the punifiiments of the Law. And fome of 
them by the light of Nacurc faw the evil of fwearing: but all generally of fteal- 
»ng ; but efpeciallyofperjury and facriledge, here principally meant. Confer MaI. 

3 -o- Neb. 13.10. 

for every one that fiealcth fhall be cm off By fiealing underftand all fins againft 
Y y a the 
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the fccond Table: as by [wearing, all againft the firft: and fothe fenfeis the 
fame with that of the Apoftle, Every iranfgrejftttn and difobedience receiveth ajufi 
recompcncc of reward Beb: 2. 2. And curled is every one, that continucth notin 
all things which are written in the book of the law, to do them, Gal. 3. 10. 
Howbeitbecaufcthefe two fins were more frequently and more impudently com- 
mitted in thofc dayes, therefore are they.( by a Ipecialcy ) inftanced. The Jewes 
comming poor out of Babylon, held it no great fin to fteal for lupply of their ne- 
ceffities: and then to forfwcar themfclves for the better hiding of their theft. 
Give me not poverty , laid holy Agttr, left being poore I fteale and( as one fin 
drawes onanothcr ) I take the name of my God in vaine Trov. 3 o. 9. See the Note 
there. Hunger is an evill counlellour , ncceffity an hard weapon, a lore temp¬ 
tation: when it comes to this, Eirherlmuft fteale or ftarve. But then to this 
muft beoppofed that of the law. Thou- (bait in to cafe fteale. Thou muft rather 
dye then do wickedly. Aut faciendum attt patiendum, Either obey the law, or 
fuffer the curie. 

as on this fide according to it ] i. e. According to the curfe, deferibed in the 
rowlc, the theef fhall be cut off as well as the fwearer ; they (hall fpeed alike. The 
tares fhall be bound up in bundles, theeves with theeves, and iwcarers wirh fwea- 
rers, and burnt in the fire Mat. 13. 30, 40. According to the predidion (hall be 
the execution. Whether on this fide , that is in Judea ( io fome fenfe it ) or on that 
fide, in other parts of the world, fuch perlons appearc, they ihall have their 
payment. 

and every one that fweareth' Not only falfcly as verfe 4. but lightly, vainely, 
caufelcfly, injeftandnot in judgement: whether by God, or by cie«tti;res and 
qualities; Jude.is & Fharifois vttlgare vitmm , faith ‘ Paraus on lam . 5. 12. a 
common fault among the Jewes and Pharifccs Mat. 5. 34, 55. and 23. 16. 18. 
See the Notes there . Among the Chdftians in ChrjJoftomcs time, as appeares by 
his many fermons againft it at Antioch. And in thefe dayes, if ever, been, fe of 
oaths the land moumeth , Gcd hath a controverfie Hof. 4. 1, 2. We have lived 
ro fee iniquity in the fulncffe of oaths and blafphemies unparaleled darted with 
hcllifh mouths againft God and our Saviour fo ordinarily and openly, that iome of 
them are become very interjeftions of ipeech to the vulgar, and other iome ineer 
phrafes of gallantry to the braver. I knew a great fwearer (faith a great Divine ) 
BoJm. who comming to his death-bed Satan fo filled his heart with a madded and enraged 
greedinefie alter that moft gaineleflc, and plcafurcleffe fin : that though himfelf 
fworeasfaft andasfunoufty as he could,.yet(as though he had bin already among 
the bannings and blafphemies of hell) he defpcratly defired the ftanders by to help 
him with oaths and to fwear lor him. 

Verfe 4. 1 will bring it forth ]] fc. out of my treafuries or ftorc-houfes of plagues 
and punifhments Dent. 32. 34. Or, That which thott haft feen in vifion , I will 
put in aElion : I will produce it into the open light, into the theatre of the world: 
their faults fhall be written in their foreheads, their fins ilrall go before to judge¬ 
ment, my vifrblc vengeance fhall overtake them. 

and it ft)all enter into the houfc of the theef (] which he callcth his caftle: and 
where bethinks himlelf moft tecurc, as out of the reach of Gods rod: as i: he 
could mot uphimfelf againft Gods fire. But what faith Bildad? His confidence 
fijall be rooted out of his tabernacle , and it fhall bring him to the king of terrours. it 
fhall dwell in his tabernacle , bccaufc it is none of his : brim ft one /ball be fcattered upon 
his habitation? lob 18. 14, 1$. io, that if the fire of Gods wrath do but touch it, 
all’s on a light flame. He will unkennel thefe loxes : and drag C acus out ot bis 
A.Gell. denn, to hisdeierved punifhmcnc. Dioclefian the Perfecutour ( one of thofe 
Eufub: de vit. trones publici, as Cato called them ) giving .over his Empire, after that he bad 
Ctnft.iiV 5* \ fufficicntly feathered his neft ; decreed to lead the reft of his life quietly. But he 
] elcaped not fo : for after that, his houfc was wholy confirmed with lightening 
( and a flame of fire that fell from heaven, he hiding himfelf, tor icar of the lighte¬ 
ning, died within a while after. 

and into the hottfe ofhtm that f weareth falfcly by my name~\ Hence Ribera g<i T he¬ 
re th that by the Whole earth in the former verfe is meant Judaa only *• because 
none but Jewes fwore by the name of the true God, who is indeed the proper ob¬ 
ject 
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j:ft ofan oath Efay 65.16. Jer. 12. 6. Howbeit in lawfull contracts with an 
Infidel or Idolater, oaths by falfc gods may be admitted, and are binding. As 
for per jury,it is a provoking fin ; as containing three great c v ils. 1 , The uttering 
or upholding ofa lie. X The calling upon God to tefhfie and juftific a lie. 3. The 
praying for a curfe upon a mans felf: and bcfccching God to be a fwift witnefle 
againft him, Mai. 3. as he was indeed againft Zedekjak, Narcifus in the eccle- 
fialtkall hiftory, Earle Godwin in Polydor Virgil , Rodulphus Duke of Suevia 
Ladiftatts king of Hungary, Dr. London ( AElf and Mon. fol. H14. ) Richard 
Long a fouldicr at Callice in K. Henry the 8. dayes: whodepofing falfcly againft 
Will : Smith Curat of Callice ^ fliortly after, upon a difplcafure of bis wife, defpe- 
rately drowned himfelf. And within the memory of man Feb. ir. An. Dom. 
1574. Anne Averies forfwore,hcr felf at a fhop in woodftreec London - prayin" 
God fhe might fink where fhe flood if flic had .not paid for the wares (he 
took. Hereupon fhe fell down p.cfently fpeechleffc, and with horrible ftench 
died. 

and it fhall remains in the middeft of his hottfe] And be a troublcfome inmate 
with him, fuch as he cannot rid his hands of though never fo fain: there it fhall 
rooftand iclt,.in defpite ofnim. Jfit diftaft not his dough or empty his basket 
yet will it fill his ftorc with ftrife, or mix the wrath of God with his fweet mor- 
fels: hismeate fhall be fauced, his drink Ipiccd , as Job 20, 23. It is a moth in 
his wardrobe, murrainc among his cattle, mildavjin his field, roc amoiFft his 
Ihcep, and oft-times maketh the fruit of his loines his greateft heart-break. ° 

with the timber thereof and the ftones thereof ] As m cafe of treafon or other hor¬ 
rible crimes, the very houfes of the ofifendouis; were puled down and made a 
jakes, Dan. 2. 5. and 3. 2 9. The Popifh Counccll of Iholofe gathered together 
againft thofe Ancient Protcftants the Afyigenfes, made a decree, that the very 
houfc wherein an heretick was found, fhbuld be pulled down. The Mannour-houfe 
of MUcot in Warwick-fbire, built by Lodovikc Grcevill deeply guilcy of thefe two 
grand evils mentioned in the text, and lately burnt to the ground, is commonly 
loekt upon asa fpeaking monument of Gods juft judgement againft Sacriledgeand 
Perjury: whether men perlonaily commit thefe fins or love them in others Izach, 
1.17. Rev. 22. 15. 

Verfe 5. Lift up now thine eyes and fee]] No doubt, faith Calvin here, but the 
Prophet was frighted at the fight of the flying rowle, full of curfcs. ’ My flefh 
trembleth for teare of thee, faith David , andri am afraid of thy judgements. 
And Habakfinl^, when he confidercd the curfed condition of the Churches cne-" 
mics, my belly trembled, Laid he, when I heard it: my lips ejuivered at the voice, 
nttenneffe entred into my bones chap. 3. 6. Daniel was more a.'hiftedand troubled 
for Nebtichadne^ars calamity, then himfelf was , chap. 4. io. Here therefore the 
AngcII encourageih the Prophet, and biddeth him look up andfec a further vifion ; 
and not through dulncfle or dejeftednefle, to let palle without due obfervation the 
notable works and witnelfes of Gods providence and power. Curious Arrilan; 
when they fet forth fome fpcciall pecce to publik view, they talcs it ill. when notice 
is not taken of it: So here. Seethe Note on vcr. 1. 

Verfe 6. And I f aid , what is it? ] i. e. what mcancth itrfor the vifion is very hard 
and myfterious; left (faith One) the plainc denunciation of the lbcond overthrow of 
temple and ftate might difeourage them too much, to go forward in the prefenc 
reftauration of both. Hugh Broughton on Dan. 2. 4. obferveth, thir while the 
vifions arc generall, andcaufethc Jewes no danger,'fo far Daniel writethinthe 
Syriack tongue, generall over the Eaft. But when the oppreffoursbe named, and 
the jewes plainely deferibed the people whom God defendeth, then the eighth 
chapter and all after, he writes in Hebrew ( a tongue lelTe known and itudied ) and 
hath a comcnandcment to keep clofc the plainc expofition chap. 12. 4. There is a. 
great dealc of witdome required of thofe, that are inemfk-d with the difpenfation* 
of divine truths. Our Saviour fpakeas^^e people could heare, and not as he could 
havefpoken. See Heb. 5.11,12. 

this is an Ephah thatgoeth forth] The Ephah was the greateft and moft common 
mcafure among the Jewes: and is therefore generall v put for any meafurc whatfo- 
ever Deut. 25. 14. By falfe mcafures ( ouc kind oftheft ) they had finned (whence 1 
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the Chaldee here, Jjti funt popuit cjtsi accipiebant^ & dabant msnfura filfa, Theft 
arc the people that bought and lold by falle meaiurcsjby the fame therefore, their 
punilhment is fee forth and fignified • A peccc of their puniftimenc it was that 
they were bounded and limited: that wickedneffe was confined and kept within 
her Ephah. The Vulgar tranflatcs it Amphora, a pitcher : which when itis once 
filled with the bitter waters oi wickedneflc, will loon fink to the bottom. Sin¬ 
ners as they are ftiated, fo when they have filled up their mcafurc, they are furetd 
bepunifhed : when they aie ripe in the field, God will come with his fickle; 
when their grapes of Sodom are lull ready, he will call them into the winepreffe of 
his wrath Rev. i 5. 16. Gen. 15. 1 6. Mat. 23. 32. 

this is their refcmblance thorough all the earth | Hcb. their eye , their afpetft, their 
colour. This, that is, this Ephah, is their refcmblance: fc. that when they 
have filled up their fins, they fhall have their fill of punifhmcnt. Or This , mea¬ 
ning fbmc apparition reprefenting Gods providence (hewed by the Angel to the 
, Prophet 5 is their eje , that is, the eye ofthe three perfons in Trinity, Gods univer- 

moSi fall providence, whichprefideth over his judgements- Or thus- This Ephah or 
‘- 1 ’ ' ' ' mcafure of their punilhment, proportionate to their fin, in killing Chuff cfpcci- 

ajly Alati 23. 32. Ihall be their eye thorough all the earthy i, c. fi-.all be conipi- 
cuous and apparent to all fo: ts: fo that all men Ihall hate them, and hoot at them 
1 for a company of Kill-Chrifts, fhall look upon them as a people of Gods curie 
L Sic. Thus the Chaldee here. Behold they arc made wan:ft jh before all the inha¬ 
lants of the earth : for ail men fhall be wicncfics of their horrible both finns and 
plagues. 

hvrfe 7. And behold there was lift up a talent cf lead} A lump of lead, the 
weightieft mcrall: noting the immoveable and immutable dccice oi God tor the 
Eky 3. n. puohlunent of the wicked. hay to the wiqkftf tell him fofiom rue, it [hall go ill 
with him-. Iniquity Ihall be his ruinc. This lump of lead is full lifted up, and 
tlien let down upon the Bphah as an adequate covering .- and betokeneth thegric- 
voufnelfc and long continuance of the Jewes punilhment and banifhment for their 
parricide, or rather deicide, in crucifying the Lord of glory. A day ol grace they 
rThef.°2.i6. but thc y knew it not; therefo:c« \hrath come upon tlum to the ntmofl , or, 
until/ the end , or finally, fo as it ihall never be removed : fo lome interpret it. 
and this is a woman that fitteth in the middeft of the Ephah j In medio modi' : and 

fo flic went forth or moved forward with an open face, and upper parts appea¬ 
ring, as not afhanied : the flrew of her countenance witnefled againft her, flic 
dccla. cd her fin as Sodom Efay 3.9. and as Lots daughters who favoured too much 
of Sodom, when, glorying in their Jhamc, they called their inccftuous brats Afr- 
ab t that is the begotten of my father, and Benammi which founds to the lame 
fenle. 1 his woman is alio laid to (it , as refulvcd of her courle. Confer PJal. 1.1. 
and 5o. 20. the Jewes are flill a ftubborn and refrattarv people. Antiquum obti- 
nent: O that the falvation of Ilrael were come out of Zion &c. Pfal . 14. 7. Z>r- 
usnos dignabitur clariffimk vifione cum reducct Zion , faith Jachiadcs one of their 
Rabbines. I add, Fiat, Fiat. 

Ferji^ 8. And he faid^ this is Wiekvdnefe} viz,, this woman, a figure of the 
whole finfull nation of the Jewes : as were Aholah, and Aholibah Es>ecb. 23. and 
33 aby Ion the great, the mother of fornications and abominations Rev. 17. 5. to 
whom I may add that grand-daughter of hers Katherine dc Mrdices Queen-mo¬ 
ther *^who by her wickednclfe wonderfully troubled all 1 ranee for thirty yeers 

and he caft it into the midjl of the Ephah} The Angel, as an executioner of di¬ 
vine juftice, throwes her down who before fit perking and pridin'* her lelf: and 
claps her upclofc prifoncr as it were in the Ephah. 

cajling the weight of lead into the month thereof ! that is of the Ephah, or. of 
the woman, according to thac Pfal. 107. 42. the righteous Ihall tee it and re- 
joyce and all iniquity fhall flop her mouth. Montand one of the Talmud a.ldeih, 
that this woman is compet'd to take this lead into her mouth: that molten lead 
was powred down her throat, for a punifli.nencsof her frauds and thefts 3. 
But the wicked fhall not be fo ext tiled lor upon them God Ihall rainc {nates, 
nrc, orimuonc, and a burning tempefl: this fliail be the portion of their cup, 
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Pfal. n.5. and this is fiirr worle then molten lead, or burning bell-mettle. 

Compare with this text Icr. 51. 54. and Rev. 18, 21. with 20. 1. An Angel 
'* P‘o»g singe f for better alfurancc of Romes irrepairable ruinc, taketh a ft one 
a great [tone, which lie throweth, and with force thrufteth into the bottom of the 
fca whence it cannot be boy id up, whence nothing ordinarily is recovered, much 
Idle a milltone thruft from luch a hand with fuch a force. What do ye imagine 
againft the Lord ? faith Nahitm : he W'iil make an utter end : ajfliclien fall not rife 
up the fecond time chap, 1. 9. that is, the wicked fhall be totally and finally confu- 
med at once : neither will God make another doing of it. 1 have overthrown 
lome of you, as God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah : Am. 4. 11. wickcd- 
neffe is here cruflicd together as it were in a narrow vcflell, covered with lead, and 
earned into a ftrangc countrcy. 

I erfc 9. Behold there came out two women' Winged women, and carried through 
thcayre with a pleafant wind, to note their ready and fpeedy obedience, prompt 
andprclcnt. Women they are faid to be, to keep proportion with the prclent 
vilion; left the meeting and mixing together of men and women in the fame 
matter might miniller occafion to fomc impure furrailings, but that they were 

men and not women, that arc here meant, is agreed upon by all. Thelc were 
Ezra and Nchcmiah } ( faith W/llet on Levit. n. after Junitts and Pifeator on the 
text) thofe great Reformers of the Jewifh Church. But this ftaixh not with the 
laftverft. I rather fubferibe to th Tethae expound the text of the Romanes, who 
with great celerity and violencedeftroyed the Jewes ftatc and fo,that which they 
feared befell th :m ioh. 11. 48, The Romanes, faid they, (hall come to takeaway 
both our place and our nation: and within a few yeers it proved accordingly : 
as if God had taken them at their word, as he did thofe murmuring mifcrcants 
Nttm. 14. 28. As truly as I live, faith the Lord, as ye have fpoken in mine cares, 
fo will I do unto yo u Hereunto the Chaldee Paraphraft couleurcth, when by 
thefe two women thus deferibed he underftandeth, populos lews fr expedites, null 
Agents and Inftniinenrs, as God would imploy in the fpeedy execution of his senutn- 
wrath upon the Jewifh Nation : fuch as were Tit ns, l / cfpafi,i» i ancj z^E litis Adri- tr ZjUre cha 
ak. Dtodatc maketh thefe two women a figure of Gods two properties, namely 7 .[ell. 2. 
Mercy towards his Elcift, and Juftice towards his Enemies, wherewith he tranf- 
ports upon thefe laft the judgements by which he had punillicd his own people.- 
which is done with admirable celerity. Thus He. Danxm maUw thofe two 
women to be the Anger and Juftice of God, which do alwayes follow and wait 
upon one another, and take vengeance on mens wicked; icifr . Indu ium iifvcwt 
ItBorcm. * 

and the wind wru in their wings'} A mafenliue Affix rcfci red to a feminine Noune: 
toincimatethat thefe women were indeed typesof iricn, faith MV. Pcr.wlc. l .he 
Romanes were men every inch of them, as the proverb is: and therefore of 
cowards they were wont to fay that they had nothing Roman it; them : and of Rnr 
tits, that he was the Lift of the Romans. 

and they lift up the Ephah between the Earth,fad the heaven} l hi-: botokrm’tli a 
deportation and difiettion of the Jewifh Nation : being tolled as a tennis-ball into 
all nations, and ftattcrcd into the fourc winds, as Icr. 48. 32. Rupert us hence 
concluded! them rcj'c&ed of both earth and heaven. Out of the eat th they are as i 
itwercbaniftved, by a common confent of Nations: and heaven admittccn them } 
n °r, as thofe that pleafe not God, and are contrary to all men t Lheff. z. iy. 

And as their guide Judas, when they took Jefus, was bang’d betwixt heaven and 
earth, being c<tlo terracjttc perofus ; fo fares it with that wretched people, and will ^ 
do till God fhall call them a people which were not a people, and her beloved, 
which was not beloved Rom. 9. 2 y. 

Ferfe io Whither do thefe be are the Ephah? J that i«, faith Ribera, fhtam- 
din duratura eft populi hujus impietas ? How long fhall this peoples wickedneffe 
laft? like as T/^r. 6 . 10, 11, vvhen the Prophet had heard, make the heart of thi. 
people fat y and [hut their eyes tire, hecrycsout, How long Lord i the anfwcr \v here¬ 
unto is the fame in effect with this of the Angel: untill the cities be wafted with¬ 
out inhabitant, and the houfes without man, and the land be utterly defolate ; 

And the Lord have removed men farraway, and there be a great forfakingia 
the midft of the land. Verfb 11. 



<iAn Expofition on 


Chap.6. 


Chap. 6 . 


the Trophecie of Zachariah. 


2 King.2.11 
2 King.6.17 
So Hdb.3-8 


Dcut.33.26 
• Godridcth 
upon the hea¬ 
vens for lira, 
els help, i.e. 
upon the An¬ 
gels. Hcb. 


Verfe 11 .To build it an houfe in the land of Shinar ] That is, of Babylon, Gen. 
10.10. and 11.2. where diverfe of the Jews ftill remained in wilfull exile, as loth 
to leave their houfes ahd gardens, which they had builded and planted there, Jer. 
29 5. preferring captivity before liberty. See 1 Chron. 4. 22, 23. Hence, upon 
their final! difperfion by the Romans, diverfe of theip reforted thither for enter¬ 
tainment. There Peter, the Apoftlc of the circumcifion, had collected an eleded 
Church, 1 Epift. 5. 13. and thence hewriteth his Epiftle to the fojourning Jews 
. fcattcred thorow thofe Eaftcrn parts chap. 1. 10. from whence alfo thofe kings of 
the Haft, Rev. 16. 12. the converted Jews (as fomeexpound it) are expe&ed. 
And who can tell whether this land of Shinar be not the fame with that land of 
Sinim, Efiy^j.iz. Confer Efay 11.16. Zach. 10. 11. Or, by the land of Shinar 
here, may be meant ext Hum totius orbis, their gencrall reje&ion by all nations; the 
whole world being to them a Shinar , chat is, a land of excttjfion, 

and it Jball be e flab lips ed,cdrc. ] This denoteth the diuturnity, or perpetuity of 
their punifiiment. 


CHAP. VI. 

Vtrfe 1 . \dSld I turned, and l,ft up mine eyes'] i.e. I parted on to another 
jfjL vifion.- and 1 lifted up the eyes of my mind, higher ro heaven, faith 
Hierom , to receive a further revelation from God. And whereas he faith, I turned , 
he declareth, that God from on every fide giveth his Church clear teftimonicsof 
his care of her, fo that fhe will give heed uiito them, and lift up her eyes. 

there came four chariots out ]] i, e. four fquadroiis of Angels, Gods YVarriours, 
and Minifters of his manifold decrees, which are here fet forth by the name of 
brazen mountains. See chap. 1.8. with the Note. Chariots the Angels are called 
in many places: but efpecially Pfal. 68. 17. The chariots of God ( in the Hebrew 
it is chariot , in the fingular, to note the joynt fervice of all the Angels) are 
twenty thoufand, even thoufands of aZhgels. ( of chearfull ones, fo the Septuagint, 
of fuch as ferve the Lord readily, and freely, with joy and tranquillity, andiodo 
quiet his fpirit, as it is faid here vtrfe 8 : give him full fatisfuftion ) The Lord is a - 
mong them .« in Sinai , in the holy place : that is, the Angels by their fwiftnefle 
and warlike proweffe make Sion ( the Church) asdreadfull to all her enemies ( did 
not one of them lo to Sennacherib ? ) as thofe Angels made Sinai, at the delivery 
of the Law, which was given in fire. Dent. 35. 2. The word rendred Angels , in 
the above-cited Pfal. 68.17. ( and fo the Chaldee plainly exprelfeth it) is by fome 
(who derive it of Shaun, to fharpen ) referred to chariots: to note a kindeof 
chariots, armed with fharp hooks, ufed in warres, as many humane Writers record. 
And lb it maketh fomething to the confirmation of this Interpretation, concern¬ 
ing Angels, rather then the four Monarchies. But the Angel himfelf is our belt 
Interpreter, verfe 5. where, being asked by Zachary, what thefe chariots were ? he 
anfwereth, Thefe are the four fpirits of the heavens , whish go forth from {landing 
before the Lord of all the earth, a plain periphrafis of the Angels, chap. 1.10. See 
the Note there, 

pom betivecn two mountains J tanquam e carceribtu , as defigned by Gods all 
difpofing providence, and power, and ready preft at his appointment and plea- 
fure to run their race, do their office, execute Gods judgements, which are both 
unfearchable, and inevitable : and this the Poets hammer'd at in their ineluU.ibile 
Eat ton, as they called it. Gods decrees lie hid under mountains cfbraffc , as it were, 
till they come to execution: they run as a river under ground, till they break out 
anu fhew themfelvcs. When he hath once fignified his will, then wc underhand it; 
which before lay hid from us: that.is, when thefe chariots come out from between 
the mountains of braffe, when the event dedarcth what was the immutable decree 
of God. Hence the Pfalmift, Thy rightcoufricffe is like the great mountains $ thy 
judgements are a great deep : this for the decree. And for the execution. Thou 
prefervefi man andbeafi,{ Pfal. 36.6.) but by Inch means, and in fuch manner as 
to thee feemeth beft. It is our part to fay Amen to Ids Amen, and to put our Fi'at 

and 


and P lacct to his. The Will of the Lord be done, ( aid thofe primitive Chriftians^ 
AEl. 21.14. Here am /, fend me, Efay 6. 8. 

' Verfe z- In the firfi chariot were red horfes, &c."] Thefe feverall colours feem to'- 
fet forth the diverfe miniftrations of the Angels, deputed co feverall employments. 
The black colour betokeneth forrowful! occurrences and revolutions. Thewhite* 
jovfdll- The red, bloody. The grilled, fundry and mixt matters, partly joyful), 
and partly forrowfull. But I cafily fubferibe *to Him that faid. We muft be con¬ 
tent to be ignorant of the full meaning of this vifion. Tanta t(l profnndtuas Chrifti- 
anarum literartm , faith Aujlin, fo great is chedepch of divine learning that there 
is no fathoming of it. Prophecy is pi&ured like a Matrone, with her eyes covered, 
for the difficulty. Tor which caufe Paulinas Nolamts would never be drawn to 
write Commentaries: and Pfcllus in Theodoret asketh pardon for expounding the 
Canticles of Solomon. . 

Verfe 4. what are thefe my Lord ?]’Difficulty doth but whet defire in He- 
roick Spirits: the harder the vifion,thc more earneft was the Prophets inquifition. 
he was reftlefle, till becier. relolved ; and therefore applied! himfelf again to his 
Anrel-r^owr/rather then Tutelar, whom, for honour fake, he callcth My Lord. 
Seethe Note on chap. 4. 5. and take notice of the truth of Saint Peters Affection 
concerning the Prophetick ferutiny ( i Pet. 1. 11.) with greateft fagacity and 

Verfe $. Thefe arc the four (firsts of t be heavens Angels are fpirits, Heb. 1.7,14. 
and jpirits of heaven , Mat. 24- 36 . Gal. 1. 8. refcmbling their Creatour, as chil¬ 
dren do their father, both in their fubftance which is incorporeall, and in their ex¬ 
cellent properties, Life, and Immortality, Bleffedncffe, and Glory : a part where¬ 
of is their juft Lordfhip and command over inferiour creatures, for like as mini¬ 
fying fpirits they ftand before the Lord of the whole earth, who fends them out 
at his pleafure, to ferve his providence: fo, they have, ( as his Agents and Inftru- 
ments, no fmatl ftroke, in the ordering and managing of naturall and civill affairs, 
as may befecninthe firft of Ezechiel. The wheels, that is, the events of things, 
have eyes , that is, fomething that might (hew thereafon of their turnings, if we 
could fee it. And they are Jlirredbtstas the Irving creatures, that is the Angels 
fiirrcd them : And both the wheels and living creatures were a&ed and guided by 
Gods fpirit as the principall and lupream Caufe of all, the Lord of the whole earth , 
as he is here called. 

that Jl and before, &c. ] As waiting his commands, and ready to runne on his 
errand Mat. 18. in. D.?». 7.10. Jacob at Bethelfaw them. i. afeending, fc. 
to contemplate and praifcGod, and to mmifter to him. 2. defending, fc. to ex¬ 
ecute Gods will upon men, for mercy, or for judgement, Pfal. 103. 20. F6r 
which purpofc, Ezekiel tells us that they have four faces, to lookevery way, when 
as Gods watch-men they ftand fentinell in heavens turret. And that the foie of 
their feet is like the foie of Calves feer, round, and ready to go either forward or 
backward with greatert facility : that as they fee every way, fo they are apt to go 
everyway for the difpenfing of Gods benefits, and executing of his chaftifements 
toward the Eleft, and vengeance on the reprobates. All this they do juftly, dili¬ 
gently and purely, with faith in receiving Gods commands, Rev. 15 .6. clothed in 
pure white linen, and having their breafts girded with golden girdles. Let us la¬ 
bour to obey God, as Angels do: clfe we may be Angels for gifts, and yet go 
to hell. . 

V rfe 6. The. black horfes which are therein, c hr. Thefe-Angels are appointed to 
feverall Countries. The black horfes to Babylon, ( which lay North from Judaea) 
to inflift vengeance. The white horfes are fent with them, to deliver the Church 
out of Babylon: and to bring their brethren for an offering unto the Lord , upon 
horfes , and in chariots, and in litters, and upon mules, and upon fwift beafls to Gods 
holy /Mountain Jcrufalvir, Efay 66, 20. 

And the griflcd to forth toward the South countrey ] To fhew that the puniftl- 
ments of Egypt, and Arabia ( which lay South-ward from Judaea /fhould b‘e fome- 
what mixed, and mitigated: they ftiould be in better cafe then Babylon: yet not 
fo good, as that the Jews fhould dream of a happy eftate in thofe countries: but 
rather repair to Juda a, and there keep them ; fich thofe that are out of Godspre- 

cintts, 


Hence they 
are called 
fons of God, 
Job i.6.and 
38-7 
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cinfts, are out of his protcftion, VfaL 91, 9, 10, 11,12. 

Verfe 7. And the bay Kent forth. Sic.'} Junius reads it, Andthfftrong, or con¬ 
firmed ones : that is,the Angels, armed with power, and authority from God for the 
execution of his will, Efay 10. 34. Lebanon /hall fall by a mighty One , that is, 
by an Angel. zTheJf. 1.7. they are called the Angels of Gods power: and elfe- 
where principalities , and powers. 

and fought to go, that they might-walk, to and fro thorow the earth'] Notonely 
toward the^outh, as vcrfe 6. This doth not teach, that the Angels are more care- 
full of this world then God is, of whom they dcfired. it. But firft, that they can 
do nothing without commifllon from Him. Secondly, that they are ever ready to 
offer their fervice and- to yeeld obedience, upon the leaft intimation of the Divine 
pleafure* 

Verfe 8. Then cried he upon me ]] That I might the better obferveit: fith he fpake 
it with fo great vehemency. 

Have pacified my fpirit 1 i. e. perfecerunt volantatem meam , as the Chaldee 
here hath it, they have done my work thoroughly, to my great content. When the 
Churches enemies are flaughtered, God inviteth the birds and beads to a feaft, as it 
, were for joy.- and taketh as much delight in their juft punifhment, as any man 
can do in a cup of generous wine : whence it is called the wine of Gods Wrath, Rev. 
14.10. Sec Dent. 28.63. 


V:rfe 9. And the word of the Lord came unto me faying , ] This fecond part of 
the Chapter, is not a vifion, but a Sermon, or an hiftoricall predidtion of what 
was really to be done. Tor as Gods Spirit was quieted, and as it were comforted by 
the Angels faithfull execution of their offices: lb He fceks by this Prophecy, to qui¬ 
et and comfort the fpiritsof his people the lews, that were returned out of Baby¬ 
lon. For thefe finding themfelves befet with enemies, and exigencies, might pofii- 
bly defpair of ever feeing the accomplifhment of thofe promifes and prophecies of 
the kingdome reftored to the houfe of David , and of the great glory of the fecond 
Temple above the firft. To keep up their hearts therefore, is this declaration made 
them of the kingdome and prieftood ofChrift, under the typicall coronation of 7e - 
hojbuah the High-prieft. 


Verf 10. Take of them of the captivity"] i. e. Of the returned captives, even 
Num.i£. 2. 6 f H'ldai, of Tobijah , and of Jedaiah] Men famous in the Congregation, men 
of renown. That thefe four mentioned here (taking in Jofiah, who is alfo called 
Hen, vcrfe 14. ) were Embaffadours from the godly Jews in Babylon, and brought 
their gifts, as Junius thinketh, I cannot affirm. But that they were the fame with 
Daniel , Shadrach , Mejhacb, and Abednego , as the Jews and Hierom tell us, I do 
not beleevc. J oftah feemeth to be the Hofte to the other three: as Gains was to St. 
Pault and other good people. Though fome think rather, he was either tieafurcr 
for the Temple, or clfe a gold-fmith, and one that could make crowns. Calvin con¬ 
jectures from the fourteenth vcrfe ■ ( where it is faid, that the crowns {ball be to thefe 
men for a memoriall) that being men of authority, they were deeply guilty of 
infidelity and impatiency, becaufc they law not a prefent performance of the pro- 
mifes • they were difeontented themfelves, and difeouraged others. Te have need 
of patience , faith the Apoftle to thofe fhort fpirited Hebrews chap. 10. 36. who 
found it more eafie to fuffer evil, thento wait for the promifed good. 

and come thou the fame day] Either the fame day thefe men came from Baby¬ 
lon: Or, thefelf-fame day that the Lord fpake to the Prophet, is hee commanded 
to go, not to put it off a day longer: for the people needed a fpcedy andhafty com¬ 
fort. No fooner had God prepared the people, but the thing was done Hiddenly, 
as 2 Chron. 29. 36. No fooner were they ripe, but he was ready. He is a God of 
judgement, a wife God, that knowes when to deal forth his favours: As till then 
he waits to be gracious, Efay 30. 18. His fingers itch to be doing good in his good 
pleafure to Sion: as the mothers breafts ake, when now it is time the child had fuck. 
He exalteth the loWly e he filleth the hungry with good things. When once David is 
poor and needy, ’God will make no tarriance, PJal. 40. 17. when his foul is even as 
a weaned child, then he lhall have the kingdom, Pftl. 131.2. 

Verfe 11. Make crowns] Two , faith P if cat or : one of gold, for the Kingly 
dignity, another of filvcr for the Priefthood. Three, faith A Lapide, who makes 


it 


* 


Chap.6. the Prophecie of Zachariah. 539 

it a type as of Chrifts threefold office, foot the Popes triple crown: which later ~ 

relateth rather to Prides pifture drawn by the old Romanes, with three crowns 
on her head; On the firft whereof was inferibed Tranf:endo on the fecond Wj>n 

obedio : on the third Perturbo. Danstus thinks it likely by the 14. verfe, that 
here were foure crowns made according to the number of the foure perfons here 
mentioned, that brought in the gold and filver. Ribera will have it to be all but 
one crown made of both metalls, and called crowns for the greatneffe of it ; as vertit 
tVif domes for Angular wifdome. Pro. 1. Behemoth Beajrs,fox an hugebeaft Job 40. Fades corornn 
The Verb Angular tihieh ver. 14. feemes moft to favour this conceit of his. But ma &nam. 
in Hebrew the fingular is oft put for the plurill. 

Verfe 12. And Jpake unto him faying. Thus Jpeaketh the Lord ef Ho fix faying] 
that is. Confidently and Conftantly affirmc and averr it: that notv/ithftandmg all 
unlikely hood,and unbeliefe on the peoples part. Almighty God will furely bring 
it to paffe.* This heape of words importeth fo much : for do ye think, the ferip , 
ture fpeaketh in vaine ? faith St. fames, not without fomc holy indignation, 
chap. 4, 5. 

behold the man whofe name it the Branch] 7 he man Chrift Jefus, who was made Rom. 1.3. 
of the feed of David according to the flefh: and as a Branch grew out of his roots 
Efay 11. 1. See the Note above on chap, 3. 4. Je hofbuah, thathc might not be 2Cor.j 2 .7. 
exalted above mcafure with the abundance of this new honour, or think of him- Rom. 12.3. 
fclf more highly then he ought to think, isgiven to underftand, that he is crown- 
ned for no other caufe then this, that the Jewcs might underftand, that there fhould 
Onearife, that fhould be both a King andaPricft alfo forever after the order of 
Melchifedeckji and his name fhould be the Branch , Not only becaufe when he 
was a child, he grew in age and in wifdomc, and in grace with God and men, 

( which is Vatabltts his reafon J but becaufe he istheioot, fountain, and foundati¬ 
on ofall the faith! ull, who do grow up and incrcafe in him, with the incrcafe of 
God: Hence it followcth. 

he Jball grow up out of his place, and fhall build the Temple ef God] that is, the 
Church, which at ail times hath been gathered together by Chrift, through the 
preaching of the Gofpeh 

and he Jball grow up out of his place’} Or He (the Branch ) fhall branch up de fub 
fe> from under hinfelf: he fhall be born ofhimfelf, as it were, of poor parentage; 
for this Branch grew out of the rootofleffe, when that gopdly family was funk 
fo low, as from David the king to fofeph the carpenter. He that wriceth the life 
of King Edward 6. faith of hisTutours Dr. Cox, and Mr. John Cheeky that they Sr. Tshn 
were men of mcanc birth ; but fo well efteemed for vertueand learning, chat they Hejwood. 
might well be faid to be born of themfelves. 

and he/ball build thcTcmple of the Lord} i. e. the fpirituall temple, that Tem¬ 
ple the Church, the glory whereof was far greater then the glory of the former 
Hag. 2. 9. See the Note there. And this he fhould do in the quality of a king, 
and with royall magnificence. Yc alfo as lively ftoncs cleft and precious are built 
up a fpirituall houfe, an holy Priefthood &c. 1 • Pet. 2. 5. 

Verfe 1 3. Even he Jball build the Temple of the Lord] The fame againe for grea¬ 
ter aflurance: as Pharaoh’s dream was doubled. Or, Even he Jball build it, that is, 
he fhall both begin and finifh it ( It is the fame word againe, but in the future 
tenfe ) Chrift is called the Authour andFimfher of our faith Htb. 12. 2. 

and he fballbeare the glory} Jefus fhall, not thou Jehejhuah( in Greek, Jefus ) ~ 

though now thou beare the crown. All thy glory is but figurative of h;s. Thus 
faith the Lord, Remove the diadem ( or mitre ) take off the crown : this Jball riot be 
the fame &c. I will overturn , overturn, overturn it, and it Jball be no more , untill be 
come Whoje right it is, and 1 Will give it him, that is Chrift the king and prieft of his 
Church. Particularly for his Kingly office, he Jball Jit and rule upon his throne, as a 
Sovcraigne Lord of all: And for his Prieftly office 

he {ball be a Priefi upon his throne likewife] for the Church alfo hath her throne 
andjurifdiftion, though diftind and levered from the civill. 

and the counfell of peace Jball be between them both] i. e. there fhall benoclafh- 
ing between thefe two offices in Chrift ; as there was fometiraes between the 
Kings and the Priefts of former ages, but they fhould, as it were, take fweet 

counleU 
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Chap.^ # 


counlVU together for the good of the Church : Chrifl having purchaied all 
peace to his people by his Pneithood, and maintaining and defending it, by his 
Kingdoms. 

Verfe 14. And the crowncs fhull be to Halem—for a memoriall\ Or monument 
of their incredulity, faith Calvin, and for their full convnftion. bee the Note 
above on verfe 10. Or their liberality, fay others, and peradventure with feme 
inscription or remembrance of their names ( here recorded ) for honour fake. 
Il.it heft o': all thole that fay thefe duties were fora mano.iallin the Iemplc of 
tlv: Mcliiah that was fhortly to be expefted, and was prcfcntly promifed. The 
poor Jewes at this day are laid to have a crown hanging m their fynngoguc?, 
againli: the comm mg of their long-lookt-for Mefftab. And that he comes notall 
thi- while, they fay it is for their fins which arc may and bony , or, mighty^ 
(« ?« i :ut now feeing he fhycsfo long, hefhahbe, fay they, afoierun- 

ner of rfm end of the world, and lliall gather by hE power all nation* into one lold 
according to chat which here (olioweth. 

I ’«■>■/» .)• And they that erefarr of ] This was fulfilled in the conveifion of 
the C- ienciU s who together with the v hi lilian Jewes g ew up into an holy Temple 
in tlv. Lord Ap/j. z. nj. See. it wa-. thorn hn :i c fade fulfilled in Qj-w, Dart/tt 
A'-t.w,r.;is y tLrod, who were at great charge for the Temple-work. See 
Y,<.ra 7. 1 %. 16. the King and hi.t Conned, the Babylonian and Jewe- make a con¬ 
tribution to tl'.e work. 

and ye Pj.d.l /ij’o.vj fc. by the event, and by your own experience. 

If yoa a ill diltgtntly obey the vojCi 2 That is. It by faith ye receive Chrifl held 
»oi r It in the pi omiic : and then petfiit m the obedience o. faith unto the end. 


C H A P. VII. 

t 'erf. i, | .V the fourth yeer of King D arit.s Two yeers and a month after the 
a. former fermon. The woid of the Lord wa- precious in thole dayes: 
T;Lad gave the word : but it cannot be laid that <jre.it was the company of thofe 
ib.tr i>r ( .!cb' a it-, during the Captivity they complained that there was no more any 
Prophet; neither any among them that knew how long -heir miicry fhould hit. 
Soon nicer their return, God itined them up Bargee, and Zachary • and after 
that Af.'L.chy and then there was ChailAmath c/c.-ton, as the J ewes phi ale it, a 
fealir.g up or end of Prop he fie. Onely they had bath-god as they cal; it, a voice 
from hiav\n Sometime-, as A/at. 17. /<,}>. 12. aH. This and the pool of Be- 
thclda only were left them as extraordinary figne* of Cods love to that people. 
Hut for a punilhmtntof their killing the prophets fas they did this Zachary between 
the Porch and the Altar) and (Toning thole that were Lent unto them ( as they did 
the other Zachary the fon of Jthoj fduh ) they had no mow Prophettill the Arch- 
prophet, and his forerunner the Baptiff came. And now aTo by thi long vacation 
of two yeers and a month, it appeareth that Pr cache- s were rare, and that iermons 
they had but feldomc. Neither was it orlvarwiio here in England at the fu if refor¬ 
mation : for to many churches (for want of Preacher*) Reader-; were font. 
'Whence one of the Martyrs w idled that every able Mini Her might have t-.n 
Congtegations committed to his charge, till further provifion could be made. 

the word of the Lord came ttnto Zachariah The Lord is (aid to come to Halaam^ 
Abimclech , Laban ore. But he never concrcdtt-d his word to thefe profane per- 
fons ; as he did to the holy Prophets, of whom it is Laid as here. The word of the 
Lord came pinto them. 

in the fourth day of t hi ninth month J which anfwcrcth to our November j why 
the prccife time of the prophcfics is fee down. See the Note on Hag. 1.1. 

Verfe 2. when they had fent I J hey ? who? Not the Pr nces of l’erfia tbit 
were now profelyted, as the vainglorious Jewe- (and after them Hym <1 and Htg«) 
would have it, for the honour ot their nation. Nor ihc Samarinans ( as tome in 
Theodora held ) as feemingto Judaizein part) to joy no Jewifh ceremonies with 
heathenidi rites- But either the fewes yet remayning in Babylon, as Calvin con¬ 
ceived? 
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M cba^^^^p^gj 

• laRc: ; auu.vxo^rocntc . ; ^qira^raa^raMra^j^|:^^^ii ; Goklfrtfr/fjpkenpfw ho . '■'':. ■ 

- Kieafen'. v Tfije TU 

i&tfgel Wjt ^«B:HMthcjr:^M||w6mw®^tratb<jf ■ ^ f 
^fiathcba<T|g^i:hcm, hut this, Lo fkavegohLfo&frT '• . * /■■ ; t ^ 

f'fferfe 5 . ''Spafe/into allt%gp§pie ofthelartTL Not fo the ^mbaffadours ‘onely : as ''< 
&ie caufe is coznniop, fo lec the anfwet h£jMrt$ike : for tiiey were ail cob welt con 
celted of tHeirexternalTervices; bodily ex^rti|es i; and r made much: a<&e r about ; 
tcifle, ,a pra^me: of their own dev ifin g, negledingxhe, weigh tier masters of the 
law, judgment' meircyj and faith Mat. 2|R$*i ~ - ' >£Y& :■ * 

.fifrjnci wMp^fi’Q Who themfelves wer^^ej^Mk^#^ilv haying.ibeen the au- 
Hhoiirs ah^^fervers of cliefc cuftoras ^’'frfre ^ackwjir^xcQ a ctjetn, as thole *. 
^^|^;refl^^pem.,/wi&opt^crue_r<j^i|xil^ faith Ahcfnew obedience.. 

- 'y whe/i fr fafied.abjd mourned in thefifi h anfifetventh monetifffc. for the (laughter o£ ‘ j 
Tffrefrtliitb aridl^e : fad^cohfe'quence thereof-a Kingsisfr^z.dnd f er. 41.1. 
:.fr,eyenthofe^epfrty jwrxjwikrein ye : fiay^loft full.feyenfcore fafe/. apd were 

a jbpttoVlipajE^b^Etcr^^^ - : b^a«^^jcji^,i5|flted;t , a&fi^xvtci gec ;V OFff thfcir’ chaincs 

f ( then their they reft«$rn their fafts^-imthe work; done, neither, regarding 

; hbw, nor^^y^cy fliouldfalh Now Goifweighes mens aAions by their aymes. >', < 
. And with hioif though, a good ayrne dot^oc make a bad adion "gojSd' (as we . 
i^infhe wj[^i^i^)-yet-a bacfaym^jtesa good^on bad, in Jehu's ; 
Reformation. He had afquinteye'to his blends .in-ailRastbe eagle bath an eye 
i PP<? n her. prey w%n Ihe flies higheft ). add fo confuted ruine to his own i 
'houfc: ;■ ^ v i.-‘■ •• , .. k > «, ■■< 

- 4‘<tje at alffrfifrnU fre, efrg&to me ? j Dittypu propound^me,to youcfelves ? Or ?;; . 


vybnr owa carriajhhmourff; ^bd was notijakll your ;ipnghcs. This ,D#$ei Taw 
Jandacknowledged.with griefand(hamfe;f^p. 13. AUfil. iiiis come upon' us : yet ' j 
’ iefeie fhe Lorddur^d^fhaf'we^might turn from > our ‘miqsth 

' *&■*»* hfr&the Lord Watthed upon the evil, and 

■fiypUght it up'OHifu &c.j ThieJeWs no do»bt'hrf(f prayed much and oft during that' 

they, had prayed'to any purpbfe: 
becaufe. they had failed both^^^^w^zw ^Jr^i (ixcm, they had afled from evil 
P°?jples,ihd had b<«iicarHcd^on by felf-rcip'edfs. They-had not that :, irtteMart 
ippke.n >of by the Apoftle ATf^.i0.22. bii^ifh.at wicked ; minde mentioned by the 
Wife-man Prp%>uLi.p.j. Thefacrifice of the wicked i^bpminable : bow niuch t 
more when he brings, it with a wicked: minde 1 : either as thinking tp cozen the God > 
ofheaviMj Orit Jeaft to flophis judg^iehts^nd frill the rioife of his own confei- 
ence by bis external fervices.^Thus Epbrdim^ore fruit to himfelfr but proved an empty 
vine *. when asthefpouf^tjiat fruitful ^eon-thrifts houfe-fide ) kept.hpr fruit • i 
for her htfrvea-i^hio therefore fed heartily-upon it, and not upon her vipe onely, fr j 
but her mil^ t^o. , not upon ' her honeypfr&fo her finer and. Tweeter fervices, but T 
upon her boi^cmb too, that had much' wax in it, meaning-her worfer and 

'!'^ t ^:^# ,, T l ^T e |$ ctwu!t Cbrift^nd his ’a 


-.pcppfc* . O ia|bfaf';for that jatith in theThward pafK^lhat we may be with 
^AppeUes appfopefrin Cfrifijifa, i,< 5 f that hp fiay as pnee hedidipf#*- 

thdttccl- Beholfktan iCraelii e indpcA in Irn 


Bchoi&^aH^ : JJrafliie indeed tn ivhow 75 , ^crtUCS^fl^^lWcct^ yijj 

I jed with fiticerity arc no ornadiencs : Uhto. . us.vAnay^reac 

vTO^ih^hriaitewb.-not, .-.* f ^ v. - te 


Chap.7. the Tropbecie of Zachanah. 

ff ?■., *** lv ' ,e ”J c d: ‘} ■ v,d vl fr>ffi *H 1 f-Tin all your 
tural, civil, recreative, religious, youfhould have fought, ferved andfernnmr 
you fliould have done all to the glory of God, as fait!) the A poTi- • vou flio-il l 
, have eat, drunk and flcpt erernall life, as it was faid of a certain Scotch Dr-inr 
, The way of htc is above to the wile Prov. ij.,4. he goes a higher way then hi' 
neighbour, who contents himfek with a natural ufe of the ere-cure but he can 
r rarada lpiritual. Grace is called th e divine nature, as that which Hiixir-hk- h-' 
contadion turns a!! into the fame property with it felf: meat makes us not a-cenY- 
bicto Goditw.S.8. 'Hie kingdom of God conlifts not in meats and drr Y 
Roy,,. 14.17. Howbcit the Ifraelitcs were commanded, as to faff, fo to f-it Y!’ 
far-: the f.ord ; rliat is, in faith and obedience: & to do every thinofrom th-'hearY 
as unco him. 1 his thefe Jews did not ; and are therefore worchil? blamed " l .- 0 Y 
their feeding chemiclvcs without fear of God, is concluded their no rofn-ifr to hi„! 
m their falls and holy services : fith true goodneffe is ever like it fcif and 

ties an uniformity in all proceedings. 7 “ ' * 

i r r,fcj. Short f dye not hear the words rd-kh the Lord ha: h crvedl a A. I’arh J,,- 
not Ipokcn 1 * ud enough, long enough ? Hath he not fulfrcipulv declared l-i - <■ 
concerning thefe external actions, and efpecially concerning a fait pi-op1’'"tY‘* 
through wickedneffc /fit. 58.?, 4 .J^r. 14.13. and cifewhere. Sr.i fry],,f^fm- 4 |f 
hath been but as a trumpet founded in a dead mans car: you are alcogether in 
counlellable, untradtablc : and all that hath been fpoxen haJi even been lpile uno-' 
you. 1 1 

S«thc Original runs, by aconrifcandIhort Unde of 
froakmg, well befitting a fliarp reproof. Should yc not hear them and 
heed them ? which if you had done, you might have fpared that la bun Y of 
comming to us .• and out of the former prophefies have refolvcd Y our 
fdves. J 


m 


what I c nrf >icm was inhibit :d t arj in prof perky] Uut then their hearts were far ^ 
ppc.fr, and the profpericy of chofe tools deftroyed them : who, if they h id FicV-- 
ned to wifdom, had dwelt fafely .- and lived quite from the tear ofe/n'Y SuYeY Frov,i r 
as thole that lie on down pillows cannot well hear.-Tofuch as be at cafe in^ior 
cannot profit by good counfel. It is by correction that God opencth the cares 
of men,and fenleth their intimation. Job.i$.iC>. 

when men inhibit the South of the pl. : :»\ Hcb. the South of the p/at ^ that is the 
bounds and borders, that part of the countrey that licth molt open to the in- 
r odes of the enemy, and hath molt of all feir the d violations of war. See J:;\ 1 - . 
z'\ and 32,44. * 

Ac.fr And the word] See the Note on A Tv/.- 

Krjci). Execute true judgement-] According to IX-ur.K\y. See the Note rheie. 

The prophet having here to do with Hypocrites, who boafl: much of their piety 
with ncglcft of charity and 1 ‘ecm to be ftrickt in the fcrvice of God, but make over¬ 
bold with men, prcflech them to duties of the iccond cable, which yet he -. v ould 
have cxcrciied in the fir ft table .- for not onely the fcccnd is included uY ci.c 
firft, but in the very rirft commandment of the Law the obfervation of the reft is 
commanded, as Luther well obferveth. 

,’.ud (hew mercy] Or bottiJtftthieJfc, kindneftc, favourable dealing. 

cslnd compajfrns Heb bowels cp d. J.^o it out of deep pitcy fiom the heart-root. 

Draw out,not your fhcafe onely, but your foul to the! mu ^ th’is way the pooreft may F.fav r?, 
exercife his Charity: though he cannot llievv mercy, yet he may love it J.V.6.S 
he may wifh well to it, as thefe poor wretches that were willing indeed but ne¬ 
ver (alatfe) able to relieve the ncccllitous Af,u 25.35. vve ulualiy call fuch poor 
men, poor fouls : but in the bowels of companion a poor foul may be a rich Chrifti- 
an : and a rich man may have a poor foul. 

J'crfc 1 o. And opprefenot the widow no-.- thr fuhc.Ufr j Widows and Orphans 

are Godsclients, taken into his fpecial protection. 

the fir anger j Whofc right is fofacrcd. faith one, chat there was never ration 
fo barbarous, that would violate the fame. 

nor the piw jwhofe mifery moves companion without an Oratonr.In die lowcoun-. 
tries they may not beg, bur. only look pitcifully. To grinde chc faces of fuch is bar- 
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barous cruelty : to wrong them, or but wrangle with them, is called, man-eating, 

1 ^iindtct none of you imagine evil Again ft bis brother in jour heart. ] For though 
vou never ad it, yet Fecit quifque quantum voluit , faith Seneca It is faid, Jofb. 
24.9. Balac arofe and fought with lfrael : And yet the ftory faith nothing fo. 
Sed fieri dicitur quod tentatnr attt intenditur , faith Ribera upon Amos 9. 5. He« 
did nor, becaufe he durfl not: yet he isTaid to have done it, becaufe he had a mind 
to do it- A man may die of an inward bleeding: fo of heart-finnes, which are 
' majoris rratus, aswefee in devils, though outward finnes are majoris inf ami*, as 
the Schools well obferve. . . 

Vcrfc II. But thy refufed to hearken 3 Being a nation void or counlell, Deuti 
‘ '2.28. not willing to knowwbac they fhould‘do, left they fhould do \vhatThey 
would not. Naj ( faid they once, when they had nothing elle to fay ) but We will 

h ‘ and Rifled aWay the )boulder ] As untamed heifers do from the yoke * or un¬ 
toward Porters from the burthen. The Vulgar rendreth it, Avcrtcrunt fcapulam 
recedentem, making it a Metaphor from thole that fcornfully turn their backs upon 
their betters, when they like not their commands: as the Lari of Effix did once 
r upon Queen ' Elizabeth ; whereat fhe waxing impatienr, gave him a cuffe on the 

Anno 1598. ear, bidding him be gone with a mifehief. Sides and fhoulders fhould be fet to Gods 

W0 'anfftopped'their cars 3 Heb. they made heavy their ears. See here, how they 
proceeded by degrees from bad to worfe ( for Nemo repente fit turpiftimus ) noted 
in the many Ands here ufed. There is a concatenation of Vices as well as of Graces: 
and he that is one ftep down the ladder of hell, knoweth not where he (hall ftop* 
till he break his neck at the very bottom. Wherefore Principiis rbfta. Meddle not 
with fin : it is modeft and maidenlike atfirft, but who knows what it may come to? 
Wc have heard of Virgins fo modeft at firft, as to blulh at the motions of an ho¬ 
ned love who being once corrupt and debauched, have grown boldly lafeivious, fo 
as to follicite others, fo as to proftitute thcmfelvcs to all commers, &c. Keep thee 
therefore farre from an evil matter , Exod. 23.7. have nothing to do with the un¬ 
fruitful! works of darkneffe, Ephef. 5.11. Circa ferpentis antrum pofttus non era 
,dm UUfus. He that playes upon the hole of the afp may be fuddcnly ftung. 

Verfe 12. Tea , they made their hearts as an Adamant] that hardeft of ftoncs, 
harder then the flint, E^ek. 3.9. then thenether-milftone, ^41.24. Pliny faith 
of it ♦ Dunties e]us eft inenarrabilis , & fimul ignium vittrix natura &) nunejuam 
ittealefeens. The hardneffe of this ftone is unlpeakable : the fire cannot burn it, 
nor fo much as heat it thorow : the hammer cannot break it; and therefore the 
Greeks call it an Adamant from its antameablencffc. Hircino tamen rumpitur fan¬ 
guine, faith the fame Authour. Howbeit this hardeft ftone foaked for a while in 
goats-blood, maybe diffolvedand broken in pieces. So may the hardeft heart by 
„ , ? the blood of Chrift ( the true fcape-goat ) applied by faith. They (hall look upon 

Sfot-T at. him whom they have pierced , and ftsall mourn : He fhall look again upon chcpi, 

ApocaU and they (hall melt much more. A ftrokc from guilt broke Judas his heart into 
defpair : but a look from Chrift broke Peters heart into tears. Now till the heart be 
thus gracioufiy mollified, inftruftions glide off it, as rain falling upon a rock: Af¬ 
flictions, Gods hammers do but beat upon an adamant, qui rcfpuit fealptra & 
matieos , quin & ipfos difrump it , which will fooner break them, then be broken by 
them. 5 Te ftijfenecked and uncircumcifed in hearts and cars, ye do always re ft ft the 
Holy Ghoft : at your fathers did, fo do ye. Aft. 7.51. How their fathers did, ap¬ 
pears by this Text, and Neh. 9. 29. They had not onely ftneivs of iron , a naturall 
hereditary hardneffe, (whereby all men are born averfefrom, yea adverle to the 
motions of the Spirit: That which is born of the faftj ts fieftj') but alio browes of 
brafie , Efay 48. 4. an habituall, voluntary, adventitious, wilfull hardneffe ; refu- 
fing to be reformed, bating to be healed : fuch a defpcrace hardneffe as neither Mi- 
niftery, normifery, nor miracle, nor mercy could poliibly mollilie. 

Manus enim hy the former Prophets 3 Heb. by the hand of the former Prophets , that is, by 
eft 'opy^’ov t j ie j r mout h anc [ miniftery : but to as little purpofe,through their fingular obftinacy, 


as when Bede preached to an heap of ftones. 
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Therefore came a great Wrath from the Lora of Hofts 3 Which argues that they T 

were great Tinners before the Lord, as Gen. 13.13. for he doth not ule to kill flies 
upon mens browes with beetles. 

Verfe 13. Therefore it is come to puffs'] By a moft juft and cquall retaliation. 
Diftributive juftice requireth that men fhould bepunifhed according to the nature, 
and kind of their offences. The back-flider in heart ftjall be plied with his own wajes: Pro?. 14. t 4 
As he makes a match with mifehief, fo he fhall have his belly-full of it: he hath 
fold himfelf to do wickedneffe, and he fhall be fure to havoliis payment With 
thefroward God will fhew himfelf froward, Pfal. 18. 26. he will beascroffe as 
they arc, for the hearts of them. If they turn the deaf ear to to him , hee’lldoas 
much for them another time. They fhall call and cry for help rill their hearts and 
iide^ake, but all in vain: hee^ll not come at them. If they pull away the fhoulder, 
he will pull away their fupporters, and they fhall be overthrown in (lony places, 
pfal . 141. 6 . If they harden their hearts , he will harden his hand, and haften 
their deftruftion. This fhall they have of Gods hand,- they fhall lie down in Efay 50.. 
for row. 

Verfe 14. But I f tattered them With a whirl-wind 3 This is the fecond part of 
their punifliment. The firft was no audience, or help from heaven at their greateft 
need, verfe 1 3. This was die curie of Saul, 1 Sam . 28. 15. of Meab, Efay 16.12. 
of Davids enemies, Pfal. 18.41. The next now is, tfiey were difjefted and difli- 
pated, as the duft of the mountains before a whirl-wind : caft out of their native 
foil, and carried they knew not whither, with a great and fearfull difperfion, and 
difeerption of the fame body and nation. 

thus the land was defolate after them ~| This is the third degree of their grievous 
punifhment, their land laid utterly wafte and defolate : according to that, God tur- 
netha fruit full land into barreuneffe for the wickedneffe of them that dwelt therein, 

Pfal. 107* 34. Here a learned Expofitour obferveth a wonderfull providence, N.Pemble 
that this pleafantcountrey, left thus deftitute of inhabitants, andcompaffed about * nAc * 
with warlike Nations, was not invaded, and replanted by forreiners for feventy 
yeers fpace ; but enjoyed her Sabbaths, refting from tillage and all other em¬ 
ployments. 

for they laid the p leaf ant land dejelate 3 They, by their finnes, rather then the 
Babylonians by their Armies, did all this fpoil, asZ^wWalfo confeffeth, chap. 9 . 

16. and Nehemiah, chap 1.8. Sin is the great make-bate, bell-hag, trouble-town, 
that hurled confufion over the world at firft : and brings defolation frill to plcafanc 
countreys. Valeftine was very pleafant, not more by the nature of the foil, then Ezek.ec. j 
by Gods I'peciall blefiing: a land that he had cfpied out for them, flowing with milk 
and honey, which was the glory of all lands: 1 his land they had laid defolate, or 
for an aftonijhment, as fome render it: or for an In qua quid ? as Montanas read; ir. 

What's here ? Nothing of its old pleafantneffe. 


C H A.P. V III. 

Verfe 1. \ Gain, the word of the Lord of Hefts'} As for reprehenfion in the 

former chapter , fo for confolation in thisthat they might not be 
difeouraged, or fay as once they did, There is no hope: but lilting up the hands 
.Which hung down, and the feeble knees, they might go on to lay the laft ftone 
with joy. .To which end alfo no leffe then 18. feverall times in this one chapter 
God is ftiled the Lord of Hofts: that refting upon Gods Power, and Goodneffe, 
( whereof they are affured by many precious promifes) as upon the J achiu 
and Bo^eau, the two main pillars of a Chriftians faith, they might have ftrong con¬ 
folation. 

CumetomeJ See the Note on chap. 7.8. 

Verfe 2. 1 was zxalous for Zion 3 See the Note on chap . 1.14- Jealous as an 
husband, zealous as a loving Father : for, Non amat qut non ^>elat,(a\th. Augufttnc- 
and a Father being rebuked by •fome for his exceeding forwardneffe for his friend, 
anfwered. Ego aliter amare non didici , I know not how to lo\* any otherwife then 

Z z 3 earneftly. 
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earudtly. God therefore to alccrtainc his people of the truth of the enfuing protni- 
£es,a; id to cure their unbelief, lets them know that all this he will do for them of 
his free grace without their deleft. As at firft he loved them meetly becaufc he 
loved them Dr;-'*. 7. 7, 8.fo out of the fame love, he will beftow upon thcmall 
the good things here mentioned. Sec the like Efiy 9. 6, 7. where after a fweet 
delcription or Chrift, his kingdome, and Benefits, he concludes all with The 
zeal (that is, the tender love and free grace ) of the Loyd of Hojls mill per for me this. 
Fcxrcjcnot , So 2 Sam. 7. 21. For thy words fake, that is, for thy Chrifts fake, 
and according to thine own heart haft thou done all thefe things which thou hadll pro- 
miled. According to thine own hearty that is, ex mero motu, out of pure and 
unexcited love, or zeal, which is the top of all the affedions, and the heatc of the 
heart. 

l r cefe 3. I am returned unto Zion] After a long abfencc, as it may feem by tnclate 
troubles, and that difmall difperfion chap. 7. 1 4. God was gone afide and return¬ 
ed to his plate, till they fhould acknowledge their offence, and feck his face: in 
their affliction, laid He, they willieek me early. Neither was he fruftrated as 
appearcth Hof. 5. is. withd. 1. Come and let ns return unto the Lord, lay they; 
]Joio: and then I will come againc unto you as the rxine, as the later and former 
mine unto the earth, with a Comu-copia of peace, plenty and profpet ity. Neither 
this only will i do as a ftraager in the land, or as away-faring man that tarricth 
for a night. 

but \ will dwell in the middefi of Jcrujalcm] My Shechinah , or fetlcd habitation 
fhall be in the middefl of it,/c. in my Temple there kituated. A/aimonides faith, 
that chc Hebrew word h re tiled fignifieth contimuitionem fiationis, a Cure and fet¬ 
kd abudej fuch as was that of the God-head of Ch; iff in his Manhood. For the 
TVord W'M made fhfh and dwelt amongfi us, tmhva&v. i he word Teenies to be made 


of this Shacan in the Text. 

and lernfaUm fhall be called a city of truth} A filth fall city Ffay 1. 17. A Ve¬ 
rona rightly lo called : a place where the liuccre ferviceof the true God is let up 
wlciJhhay. and practifed : in oppoficion to other cities i ltuh as A there', was, wholy given to 
idolatry Acl. 17. 16. ) that went a whoring after lying vanities, and lo fbrfook 
their own mercies Ioh. 2. 8. . 

and the Mountain of the Lord of Hefts, the holy mount.tinej Thissnd the former 
claufc may fufely and fitly be extend :d to the holy Cachoiike Church 0} the new 
Teftament alio .* whereof jerufalcm and the Mount Moriah, whereon the Temple 
ffood, were Figures. The Kabbines th oinfctvcs expect the good things her e p o- 
mifed to be performed when their MelVias final! come, qunn tantis vhd.itibv.s 


expofeunt. 

Jtrfe 4. There fhall yet old men and old women dwell in the flirts cf lcn;falem\ 
Becaufc the Ancient of day es thejufi Lord is in the middefl tkncfZrpij 5.5. and he 
lam- 1. w ;u oj v e every ooodgift and perfett giving, that is, both Tcmporall and Spiritual!. 

The F.-ther of lights will be to His both a Sun and a Shield: and no good thug 
will he withhold from them that walk uprightly Pfal.i 4.1 1. Gcdhr.-ffehath the 
promifes of both lives I Tim. 4. 8. Chrdl is heire of all hhb. 1. 2. and the Saint? 
Eoy p. 5 . archk coheires Rom. 8. 17. He is the cverL{ring father, and withali the Prince 
of trace : his Children and (object fhall have both the upper and nether fprings, 
both the bleffing ofthc right hand ( Ipirituall bleliing? in heavenly things in Chrift 
Jcfus ) and alio of the left T Kithes and honour ,dchght and plcafure, life, and length 
ofdayes, peace and prolperity &c. Pro. 3. id, 17. and 8. 18. Pfal. 112. 2, 3 * 


JDcut. 28. 

and every man with his fiaff in his handj his third leg, as they call if : “• 

they fhall live fo long that they lhall need a ffaff, a krvant or a Ion ( fuch as SVpio 
was to his oid decrepit father) to Icane upon; bccaufc the fir erg mm the legs 
fhall bow themfelves, that is, bend and buckle under their burdei. They ffajl 
Kcclef. 12.3- no t be cut off by tlic devouring fword of warr, that (laughter-man of mankind, 
that layes heapes upon heapes, and by chain-bullets cuts its way through aheap 
ofmen at once, without ref pe& of old or yong. . 

andthe fireets of the city fall be full of boyes and girlss~\ Lads and laf[cs(z$ the 
Hebrew leemes to found) that mind little elfebur pby, as if, with Leviathan, 
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they had been made to {port, or as thole people of Tombutum in Africa, 
laid to Ip ;nd their whole time in linging and dancing. Bctchis they cojd not do 
1 the nmea were tronblciome. and the louldierat his bloody play according to 
thzZotAbncrzSam. 2. 14. Let the yong men now arife and play before us, that is 
thruft their fwords in their fcllovves tides ver. 16. " * 

l crfc6. If tt be marvelous in the eyes of the remnant of this people ] Here the Lord 
gracioudy anlwereth the feeret objeflion of thele lewes unbelccving and mifrivinv 
hearts. Jt ,s impolitic, thought they, that thefe promile, fliolild eve?havS 
their performance : they are fure, too good to be true. Thi, i s the voice of 
carnailrcaion: itulually tcllsa liory of impoffib.lit.es, and ,'udgeth according 
icnfe, looketh upon Cods Iordan ( as Nuamait did ) with Syrian eyes. Bn: faith 
can mount higher and fee farther: as a lark with a httlceyc- getting aloft, can fee 
that, which an Oxc, with a bigger eye, but being below on the ground, cannot 
Jt is the nature oi faith to look upon ail things feifable. I can do all chmgsTaich tlic 
thorough Chriff that ftrcngthenerh me. is there any thing too hard tor the Al¬ 
mighty? was not that an abfurd queftion of thefe mens Anccftom s Can kc pre¬ 
pare a ta dc j or us in the tyildcrneffc s God can do much more then he will no : fair 
whatioever he willcth that he doth both in heaven and earth. And if faith h -vc 
but a nromne t < faffeu upon, the can beleeve God upon his bare woid with- 
ot t a p-uvn : and chat both againff fenfc in things invifible, and againff real on in 
tlniij./ i-.civd bic. 

h ' il f* :,c w-irveloHs in mine eyes' d. will ye meafnre me by your felve? 
anc. make .ny thoughts to be as your thoughts, my wayes as your waves? there 
is no con.pankn. Abraham ca ed not for the deadnefle of his own body or his 
w.ves, but cva.s ffiong in faith, and gave God the glory of his power Rom 4 20 
Tim. was it indeed that God himfe.f minded h-m of when he faid unto him Gcn\ 
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17-1 -1 am God Almighty, walk before me and be upright: a. d. Thou wilt ne- . 
ver do the later, unleffe rhou beleevc the former. 

Vcrfej. Behold 1 willfave my people from the EafiA This was in part ( no 
coubt J litterahy meant of the fcattcrcd Jewes : and fhlfilled alio, in thofe five 
hundred ycers (pace between the. Capt-vity and Chrift, though Itorics tell us not 
when and how : and fliall be much more attfnir mych-dcfired conveifion. Tor 
this is laid down foragenerall rule, that all Evangelicali promifes made to the 1 
Jewes, lecmg they neither at firft received the Golpe!, nor ever hitherto enjoyed ( 
that peace, plenty, and prolpc- ity which thefe and fuch hkc oromiics do purport ' 
cannot but aime at fomewhat that is yet to come. Albeit ic\anuoc be denied but 1 
that the great and glorious things which in the height and excellency thereof 
are fpoken particularly to than, do in their mealurc and degree appercamcin 
^ mon to aI1 faithfull: and lo in the New Teibmerst are ordinarily ap- 

, y* r f c S- And l Will bring them J and then they are litre to be brought. For 
who hath tefifted his will? he will b-cathc life into thoie deidb-nes. ami fkfl* 
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malt cover them: he Will make up thole two dicks into one, and David his ler- 
vant fhall be king over them for ever Fze!^. 37. 

and they fhall dwell in the midflof lerufahm ] Th y fhall, they fliall. O the 
Khecoricke of God 1 O the certainty of the promilc* i what amo.dhous fin is 
unbcl.ef? 

. they fhall be my people, and I will be their Cod’] ThisisaTWf Goffel: this 

is the fumm ofthc covenant of Grace. Brevis & lon^a, p/aueejue aureai(lbacclau- < 
fula, as Parens fomc-where Ipeakes of another Tc.,t. This is a long and yet a > 

ihortclanfe: fhortinfound, long in fenfe, but golden all over. 

in truth and righteoufneffe'] 1 will be their God in truth) tint [ s inanalTurcd 
performance of promife. 

and they fhall be my people in righteoufneffe] That is, in obedience to my comman- 
dements. So here is the covenant renued in a mutiull Qipulacion.. 

Verfe 9. Let your hands be firongj Having therefore thole promifes dearly be¬ 
loved lecus take heart of grace againff all occafions of diftruff and fcatc : Ictus 2 Cor. 7 .r: 
up and be doing, that the Lord may be withtis ; Let us fesrc left fuch a proimfc 
cmg.left us, yea liich a bundle of promifes as arc contained in the New Covenant, 

any 
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any of you, by (hooking from the fervice, fhould fcem to come fhort ofit; orby 
faintly forwarding the Temple-work, fhould loie the things that he hath 
wrought, but that ye receive a full reward 2 lob. 8. ftrengthen ye the weak hands 
and confirms the feeble knees. Say to them of a fcarefull heart. Be ftrong, fearc 
not &c. Say the fame every man to himfelf. Encourage your felves in the Lord 
' your God,asD4z/^did i Sam. 30. 6. Beleevc the Prophets and ye fhali profper. 
do Je net beare in thefc dajes thefe Words by the mouth of the Prophets 2 my fclf and 
Haggai ? And fhould the confolation of God be fmall unto you ? will ye not trull 
us whom you have already tried ? and take comfort by our words now, whom 
you have formerly found no liars. 

l r erje 10. For before thefe dayes ] fc. during thofe fourty and four yeers, where¬ 
in they ccafed from the work, minding only their ownboufes and managing their 
own affaire, their labour was unprofitable, their ftate unquiet thorough ionaine 
forragers, and homebred Malecontents. 

there Was no hire for man, nor any hire for bcaflS Nulla emolument a labor am. 
Both man and beaft did their parts, but to little purpofc* 

Ltsdit tjui (lerili femina mandat humo. 


They fowedmucb, and brought in little: they earned money, but put it into a 
bottomcldfebag blag. 1. 6 . (Seethe Note there ) the gaines did not counter¬ 
vail the paines, the wages the work* 

neither wot there any peace to him that Went out or came hq whether a man were 
Within dorcs or without, hc-was in danger of the enemy (See the Lke 2 Chron. 
15. 5. ) he did eat the bread of his foul in the perill of his life: being wholyat 
5 Sam £4.10. the enemies mercy, which is mere cruelty. For if a man find his enemy, will he 
let him go away ? h\&Sanl : I trow not, till he have his penniworrh of him; as 
that Monfter of Millaine, as the bloody Papiftsin the Malfacre of Parity as the 
mercilefle Spaniards on the harmeleffe Indians, ( fifty millions of w horn they have 
murthered in forty two yeers, as Acojla the Jcluite teftifieth)as Ptolomatu, La- 
thunts king of Egypt on thefe poor lewes, thirty thoufand of whom he cruelly 
killed: and compelled the living to feed upon the flefh of the dead: And lafUy 
as the lewes themfelves, ofvjhomTacitus takes notice, and gives them this cha¬ 
racter that there was mifericordia in promptu apud fttos, fed contra omr.es alios 
hojlile odium, that they were kind enough to their own, but cruel to all others, 
whom they look upon as Idolaters, and thcrefoie think they may faftly kill, as 
Dm in fra. * they did the Cyprians and Cjrenians in Trajans time to the number ol'2<jocco. 

Tthouland ? and as they ftill do Chriflians where they can without danger ol being 
dilcovcred .* whom alfo they curfe in their daily pray ers with a Mu iodic Domir.e 
Na^arais: and by whom they arc every where fo contemned and hated? that 
they arc exiled out of the world, caff out of many countries, and where they arc 
fuffered ( as in Turkey ) they are at every Eaftcr in danger of death. For Biddalpb 
tellethus, that if they ftirr out of doors between Maundy-Thurfday at noon, and 
Eafter-eveat night, the Chriflians among whom they dwell will Bone them : bc- 
caufe at that time they crucified our Saviour, derided and buffeted him. 

for I fet all men , every one againfi his neighbour I And I fet, cmifi or commif , not 
permifi or dimifi , as the Vulgar hathit: I jet on or Cent out, not I let or f up red all 
men. Gods holy hand hath a fpeciall flrokc in the Churches afflictions, wbofo- 
cver be the inflrumcnt. Flerein his all-difpofing Providence is uot only permifii ve, 
Ef»y 45-7* buta&ive. I make peace and createevill, that is, warr and contention: which is 
called cvill by a fpccialty, as including all evills. 


Omega nofirorum Mars ejl. Mars Alpha malorum. 


But is there cviliin a city, and I have not done it ? Am. 3. 6 . He ( furapunifh- 
ment) fent an evill fpirit ofdivifion and difeord between Abimclech and the men 
of Shechem \udg. 9. 23. not by inftiUing any evill motions into their minds: but 
in a way of juft revenge for their treachery and cruelty to Gideons family. Th/s 
Goddoth 1. by letting loofe Satan upon them( that great kindle-coale, and make- 


ChI^ST ~tff propheci e o/Z^hamk -— 

batcofthe world) to raife jealoufies, heart-burnines ---~- 

them. 2. By giving them up to the luffs and corrupt^ 
hearts. 3. By giving occafions of enraging them more and morl " picked 

ther. And here the wickednelfe of thefe factions and fallings onr / n °' 

their luffs that warr in their members lam, 4. 1. and not afall of u fr °T 

h.s providence do concurr like as the ffcnch of the dung, hill r feth nnf ?° U ? h 

Sun, though the Sun-fhineupon it be theoccafion of it. B ““ froin tno 

every one again(l hU neighbour] Afadcafe, that common mif ery (hould nor h™A 
unity amongft them : that neceffity had not made them lay down tS1 bd 
mines: that being vexed fo by the common advcrlary, rfiey 
mtertearc one another. Bio wes enough were not dealt bv the y V xan " 
monites, and other Malignants - but their oivamuff!dd Lrl Am ' • 

Satan is thus bufy, and Chriflians arc thus malicious: thattliey muft^eedsfiJ] 8 ^* 
ny the way home and give bloody-nolcs too fometimesSr^ 

^toreffi the devil , that is, their unruly paffionsof ra<*c and revenue S | P ° n It 
with the devil! empeftereth and embroileth their fpirits* and d like four cock'f" 1 
maff ers, fets one to kill another, that at night he may feed upon both. Y k_> 

.f • 5 1 * But now 1 will not be unto the rejidue &c. 1 Now tW -r j . 
well-nigh perfected, and fo the caufe ofmy difplcafureremoved • the n3^ P ° 1S 
fee is already well amended, andlhallbe yet better; Sr There k .t”! 1 '”' 
tenatton of Gods mercies, like the links in a chainc, ctrcr . forme fc’”?' 
turc, if we break not the chaine by our unthankfulinrff. 

Lord fhali change all this faith Hope, when it is at worft. nsht iand 0t thc P&k us. 

Flcbile principittm meliorfortuna fequetnr. 

As whentis in better cafe, it faith. Return to thy reft, Omyfoule for the Tor? 
hath dealt bountifully with thee. It is well for the prefect* and yet itS 

pfj '' 

was comforted concerning Am»on y feeinghe was dead. Let the Lord but S * Sum.r 3 . 3 p, 
ofre P e " tance u a PP^ring in our hearts, andhc will p.cfently be nacifi,] 
well he may wafh us, but he will never drown us. y P hcd ’ 

f erfe 1 For *hc feed psall be projpero f ,s J Or, full and per fell as the C 

fL* a ? a b ru lU u U] ! 3nd yecld a P lcnClflj11 cro P> ^'»ch as fhail every wav ar 
^ter the defire of the husbandman. Inftead of your late fcarcitv (ZhJJ see 

ofrLr V 9 ' , w ! th i youftiaH abound with plenty of all things feedmp 

M*“tc™Sl^; hCfWCCt ' an ^having yonbhcarl filled A "- 4 :7 - 

the vine Pall give her fruit] fo that ye fhali fwim in wine. 

drZ tTc’X her full burden of the beft; fo thaCvour 
fioor.sfliall fwell,and your tables fwcat with fwcereft varieties. ^ 

C^^Z S ti.‘‘' lgiVe,hCir ^ ‘ hat W ° mb 0l ' thc morni "S wherein ch. 

^dlwUlcM/€tbercm«mtcfM pf .i,/ clopi ,f c f e ibefe ,bi.nl whereasuco. 

rite CnH t0 n ?ttnb T 'n 0 mach 'r° mea " cs and fccond , ' ai,<es of P^aty an.l profpe- 

the , h J T; ofl11 /Wne fiAfi* feafon.a™ 

godllneft entSdt'o 

^ c e (.whatever Icfuites tell us of the Churches profnerity-and plentv fetch 

2SsaiS3$5a , *-'*«‘ 

the lm P recaclon Fz,c k: 14- 8 . as thofe that had 

ncb.ood) shades of Gods vifiDle vengeance on their backs, and ( CW*-like ) had . 

his' 
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liis ir.anifeil mark upon their perfons and proceedings. The Turks at this day fo hate 
ci, e Jews for crucifying Chrift, chat they ufe to fay in deteftation of a thing, 1 ivordd 
J nu-shi liu- a ieivtLft; Let me be a Jew if I cozen thee &c„ Such a taunt and a 
curie this wretched people arc ft ill. As they curie C.hrift and his followers con¬ 
tinually every day, lb it comes into then- bowels /<% water, and liky oyl into their 

lows. Hal. io-Mb. 

i) h./dfe of Jtul’hj .»/•/ hostfc of Jfiutel'. t.c. Befidcs the two tribes of Judah and 
Bat •.v/.’/.v, diverfeofthe ten tribes that revoked (for religion fake) unto Judah were 
carried captive with thengand afterwatds returned out of captivity alio in their com¬ 
pany. To them therefore, asweil as to the houfe of Judah is made the pronule. 
l'welvc thoiiiarJ of thefe ten tribes returning arc found by computation in that 
hi/-:,i/.i;ot.;!: • let down as the Jew-Dortours have concluded. There are 

t!;it under fraud the words of the general convcrfionof all the Jews in the time 
of the Golpel; and this- may very well be , for ought thac 1 fee to the ton- 

f, re >111 fro: v<v:~\ Led you fhould fay in the language o I'Afhdmf It is a r Litter, 

1 uiii do it faith God. 

fh.ii' in- ab! ifrag' Not oncly a name and a praifc as Z cph. 3. :o bur a 
form to beuied in bieiiing of others : fnilias was that Ruth 411,12. And nor. 
altogether unlike is that prayer ot ‘David rf'-L up- Look thou 

unfin me and be merciful unto me. as chouufeft to do unto thole that love thy 
Name. 

let vo ::r !'v ds lc jhovg} Be not diffident, but diligent in well doing.- 
in due feafon you ftiail reap, if you faint not. See the Note on ye; Jc l.'afe 
lia'e expectorates and unmans us: banilh it therefore, or ye will be betray- 

I'r.L As I thought to pHtiifhvo"] He had promiled to make them of a curfe 
a blefliik, and here he fhews them the caufe of this change, namely, Gods better 
tiioutmtsofthem, and toward them, upon their return unto him. And becaulc 
they might haply think thac their bathers had hard mealiire .- hotels them that 
their pur.iihmcnt was the fruit of their provocation.. And whereas they might ex¬ 
pect that God fhould repent and relent toward them, fie fnewes here that He 
had repented fo long, that He was even weary with repenting.- and that he 
therefore . as implacable, bccaufe he found them incurable. Hence he refolved 
as A: J:.-'’4.13. and would not be altered. Lo thus lar thefe jews had found and 
felt Gods lingers: and that in his menaces he had been as good as his word. 

iwfc 15. 'So again haze I thought J Sic ceuzvrjus This change was not in 
Godjbur. in the people, to whom He is now rclolved to Pncw mercy, and that from 
a gracious purpofe and determination, fuch as aitereth not. 

yc y i0 J faith qucllcth and killcth diltruftful fear but awful dread it breed- 
ctb, feedcch, foftcrech and cherifheth. 

lurfc 16 . Theft: arc the 1 brags that yc {halldo} Hcb. 7 L’jc arc the words. God 
will not fo do all good for his people, but that they fhould reciprocate and do fom- 
diing for him by way ofthankfulnefle. Particularly ; ifafe arc the words, or com- 
niar.ds,t!iatyc dial! not oncly know, bur. do. They are verba vivcrda non Icgcnda: 
aslcfi’ons of Mulick mull he pradtiled, and a copy not read oncly, but written 
after. 

}\,cakjhc trst-hevery >0 his neighbour) Let your words be few, and ponderous. 
Lie not in jelf, left ye go to hell in earned. Let Socrates be your friend, and PLi- 
:o: but the truth much more. Rather die then lie for any caule. 

execute:he n lament of truth and peat:’) 'I hat is> upright judgment pronounced 
u or delivered with a calm and quiet minde: not angry, nor partial, nor of anydif- 
tempered or troubled affedion j fuch as hatred, tear, favour &c. All that favours 
offe If fhould be ftrained out, and /;///.-«•, Irfice, (as A If s fpcaketh) that is pure 
jnftrice without mud, fhould run down as a river. 'That Mr gift-rare hath too iriiy 
• potent a fpirit, whofe Cervices like the I.Jial f muff be let oncly by the Sun oi felt 
and finifter reipeds. He fhould have, as nothing to bfe, io nothing to get : 
he fliould be above all price or fale, and ripest per j my t.rr receive 
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Chat. c?. the Trophecie of Zachariah. 

oood fouls in the text: every of whom was as forward for himfelf, as zealous for 
mother. There arc that make thefe to be the words of the welhaffedcd, in anfwer 
to the former invitation. Lit ns go freedily, fay Tome citizens: Agreed, lay the 
other ■ I will go alfo. ^ 

J'trje 22. 7ca many people and fitong nations, &c. J The mod populous and po- 
tent people fubdued by Chrift, ( not by an army, nor by power, but by Gods Spirit’* 
of power, of love, and of a found mind ) (hall fend a iamb to the Lord of the whole 
earth fubrriit to the feepter and Iaivcs of Chrifts kingdomc, yceld the obedience of 
faith ^ and be prof iy ted to the Church. 

' and to pray befon the Lord | Heb. to intreat his face, which they behold in his 
Ordinances, thofe vilible fignes of his prefence. Popilh pilgrims, though tiled 
Iiardlv and iofemuch of their eftates, yetfatisfic themfelves in this, 1 have that 
I came for, r/c. the light of a dumb idol. What then fliould not men door 
fuffer, to fee Cod in his Ordinances r> 

y f f -( e 2 3. Ten men frjall take hold out of all languages’^ Ten, that is many, out 
of all languages, therefore not by compact, or fraudulent convention.- for they 
were farre afundcr, and of diverfc languages, ( rntm yuifyuc alijs eftbarbartts, faith 

of the Stations’] for God manifefted in the flefli, was preached unto the Gen¬ 
tiles, beleeved on in the world, &c. i Tim. 3.16. 

(fj.iUt.tke hold, even take hold 1 as children do on their mothers garments. 
of him that is u few | who (hall not (hake them off, as baftard Gentiles, wor- 
tliv (even-the very heft of them ) to have their heads bruifed with the ferpenc, as 
the moderne [ewes fay of us. Com: unto me, faith Chrift: Therefore my brethren, 
dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, fo (land faft in the Lord, my 1 
dcariy beloved, faith Paul. 

we will go with yon | Be of your religion : not for fear,or any other by-relpect, 
as thofe Perfians, Efth. 8.17. (fofcphns relates of the Jewes, that they were very 
tarefull how they received Profclytcs in Solomons time (becaufe then their ftate 
flourilhcd) but out of found convidion, and good affection. s 

for we have heard’] And by hearing, tailed. 

that God is With yon j Of a truth , as that plain Corinthian confefleth. 1 Cor, 


CHAP. IX. . 

i’erfe i. *rH£ burdeni.e. the bitter and burdenfome Prophecy. See the 
_i Note on Mai. 1.1. 

In the land of Hadrach ] Better; on the land of Hadrach : whereby is meant, 
not thy land O Immanuel, or, O Mcfliah ( as H ierom, after Rabbi Beneiah ) nor a 
countrey that is ncer, or lying round about another countrey, as f unites and Da¬ 
mns expound the Syrian word. But either a province, or a city, of fotnc Note in 
Svria, not far from Damafcus .* Diodate maketh it to be an Idoll of the Syrians; 
which reprefented the Sunne: from which the countrey took its name, as E/ay 8.S. 

fer. 48.46. Ho/! 10. 5. . ... 1 

and D.ima/cus^ The Metropolis of Syria, built fay forne, in the place where 
Cain flew Abel ; and* therehence called Damcfech, or a bag of blood; a great 
fcourge to Ifrael chiefly famous for Saint Pauls converflon there, and his rapture 
into the third heaven , during that tluee-dayes darknefTe , 9. 9. with 2, 

fall be the reft thereof} Jc. of that bitter burden which (hall here abide, and 
befet upon its own baft , as chap. 5.11. See a like expreflion, fob. 3. 36. the wrath 
of God abidetb upon&n unbeleevcr, tanquam trabali clavo fixa: he can neither a- 
vert nor avoid it. , _ ir . . 

when the eyes of man,&c.} That is, of other men the Gentiles alfo, who as yet 
arc carnall and wallas men, frail be toward the Lord, lifted up in prayer, and con¬ 
fident- expectationof mercy. See Pfil^izz.z. Terfd 
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554- <t//« Expofttion on Chap.j>T~ 

Ver/e 2 . e>*W Hamath alfo frail border thereby \ i. e. fliali fhare in the fame 
nifliment with Damafcus, and fare the worfe for its neighbourhood. V 

though it be very wife ] and think to out-wit the enemy: to be too hard for him 
JVWfcep©-. that way, as Midian was for IfracI, by his wiles rather then by his warres, Num 

l8 ‘ 9 od cakech thefe wifards in their etvn cra f r > ( as beafts in a toil ) and makes 

‘ very fools of them, notwithftanding their many fetches j fpecially when they boaft 

of their wit, as Tyrusdid, Esuek. z8.3,4,&c. and truftin it, Prov. 3. 5. The Phce- 
nicians and Tyrians were wont to boaft, that they firft found out the ufe of letters 
See. Sure it is that by much trading by Sea, they were grown cunning and crafty 
Merchants, to cofen others: and this they coloured with the name of wifdome. 

• Wife they were in their generation, Luke 16. 8. but fo is the fox, the ferpent, and 
the devil: who when he was but young, out-witted our firft parents. Arid’ wee 
are ftill fenfible of his flights, and not ignorant of his wiles, his methods and his 
ftratagems. ’ 

Verfe 3. And Tyrus did build her feIf a (trong-hold ] Thor did build her felf 
Mat for : An Elegancy not to be Englifhed. ( fuch as are many in the old Tefta- 
ment, but efpecially in Efay ) It is as if it fhould be faid, A prong hold ( fuch as 
Tyrus which was naturally fortified ) did build it felf a ftrong hold, Jc. by thein- 
duftry and diligence of men j fo that (he might feem impregnable: yet all fhould 
A Laftde. not do. Alexander, after feven moneths ficge, took it, and deftroyed it. 

and heaped up fiver as duft] Pulvenzavit argentum cjuafi pulvcrem . Slice 
had money enough ( by means of her long and great trade with all the world, Ezek. 
27.) and fo might hire what fouldiers fhe pleafed for her defence. Tftefinewes 
of warre were not wanting to her. She heaped up her hoards as it were to heaven: 
her Magazines were full fraught. The word here rendred, heapt up , fignifiechto 
comport and gather in money, as men do corn into barnes and Granaries. Exod. 
S. 10.P faf 39. 7.But riches avail not in the day of wrath. And Tyrus converted 
leaves laying up,and treafuring,and falls to feeding,and cloathing Gods Saints Efal 
23. 18. J 7 

h'erf. 4. Behold the Lord Kill caft her out ] Or, impoverifr her, as fome render 
it: that's for her money. God can foon let her blood in the vena cava, called 
Marfupium : and make her nudum tarftjuum ex mart. And then for her muni¬ 
tions : 

He will (mite her power in the fea J She was feated in a Ifland, upon munitions 
of rocks: the fea was to her in ftead of a threefold wall andditch. Shcwasber- 
ter fortified then Venice is j which yet hath flourifhed above nine hundred years, 
and was never in the enemies hands: whence flte hath for her Motto, JntaEla mam. 
But Tyrus was taken Nebuchadnezzar, as his wages- and afterwards by Alexander 
who never held any thing impoilible that he undertook, how unlikely foeverit 
were to be effefted. He found means to fill tip the fea with ftones, trees, and rub- 
bifli, where it divided Tyrus from the Continent: and made himfelf mafter 
of it. 

and pe /ball be devoured with*ftre] though feated in the heart of the fea Ezck. 
m££&.t 9 kbdledr tCd UP her rdf againft GodS fire * No£ hi n g fhall quench the 

Verfe 5. Afrkelon fhall fee it and fear] for, j am proximus ardet Ucalegon , 
her next neighbours houfe was now on fire ; and fhe rfiight well fear (he fhould be 
dalht at leaft with the tail of that over-flowing ftorm, that had fwept away Tyrus. 
The fword wasnowin commifiion : it was riding circuite, Ezel^ 14.17. and God 
had given it a fpeciall charge againft Afhkelon, and againft the Sea-fhore; there 
had he appointed it, fer. 47. 6,7. Now Afhkelon, Gaza, and Ekron, were feituate 
all along the Sea-coaft, Southward of Tyre and Sidon. All thefe were bitter ene¬ 
mies to the Church: and were therefore deftroyed by Alexander the Great, that 
man of Gods hand. 

Gaza alfo J)ball fee it, and be very forrowfnll j like a travailing woman, as Efay 
Jo- 17, 18. where the fame word is ufed : her heart fhall ake and quake within 
her: fhe fhall have fore throwes and throbs. 

and Ekron : for her expeSlatiou frail be aframed ] Her .hope hath sbufed her, her 
confidence is cut off, her countenance is covered with confufion. She looked that 

Tyrus 
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Tyrus fhould have been a bulwark to her: or, at leaft a refuge, if need were- But 
now fhe feech her expectation lharaed : The expectation of the wicked fljall perifr. 

They look out of the window with Sifcratis mother, and fay, Have they not fed ? 
have they not divided the prey, &c ? But what faith the Church, So let thine ene¬ 
mies perifr, O Lord , &c. Judg. 5. 3 O, 3 I. 

and the king frail perifr from Gaza ] Rex, id eft, Rcgulus : for there were five 
Princes of the Philiftines ; each great city having a Prince over it. The Prince of 
Gaza that is here defigned to deftruftion may very well be that Beths, whom Darius 
the laft king of Perfia had fee over Gaza. He having kept out Alexander for two 
moneths, was at length taken by him together with the city, and put to a cruell 
death, as Curtius teftifieth. ^ Cur:.it, 

and Afrkelon fall not be inhabited ] It was fo wafted by warre, ami dispeopled, 
that it became cottages for fhepherds, and folds for fheep. See Aeph. 2. 4, o. 

Howbeit after this it was reinhabited; for that bloody Herod that iiew the Infants 
was borne there, being firnamed Afcalonita : and at this day it is a ftrong garifon of 
the Saracens. Saladine pulled down the walls of it: but our Richard the firft fet 
them up again, as Adrichomius telleth us out of Gul. Tyritts. 

Verfe 6. But a baftard frail dwell at Afrdod~] Perhaps he meaneth Alexander: l&defcr'nz 
who was a baftard, by his mother Olympias confeffion. The Greek here hath Er.jm, 
d^oyim t a ftranger , an alien, or one of another generation, as the Greeks un¬ 
der Alexander , and afterwards the Jew's under the Maccabees. Whence the Chal¬ 
dee turnes this Text thus j The houfe of Ifrael fhall dwell in Afrdod, and fhall be 
there as ftrangers which have no father. In the APIs we find that the Jewes 
were fcattered up and down Paleftina, and fome found at Azotus, or Afhdod, 
chap. 8.40. 

and l Will cut off the pride of the Philiftines] that is, their wealth, ftrength, 
and whatfoever elfe they gloried in, and grew infolcnt , and injurious to the 
Church. 

Verfe 7. And I will take away his blood out of his mouth ] That is, his bloody 
prey, (for faith Aben-Ezra , thefe Philiftines did according tothefalvagecufiome 
of thofe times, cat of the flefh, and drink of the blood of their flain enemies) 
and I will keep them from devouring my people any more. 

and his abominations I Hoc eft , pradas abominabiles , faith Calvin , his abomina¬ 
ble fpoils, his bloody robberies, and pillages. 

and he that remaineth The (mail remnant of Jews not yet altogether devou¬ 
red by thefe cruell Cannibalis, the Babylonians, Philiftines, and ocher enemies. 

even he (ball be for our God] Though they be but an Her, a fmail poor compa¬ 
ny of them: yet God will both own them, and honour them. 

and he frail be as a governour in Judah 1 They fhall all be Magnifies, little Prin¬ 
ces, of high rank and dignity : even as Govtrnonrs in Judah- God will honour 
theminthe hearts of all men. See chap. 12.8. 

and Ekron as a Jebuftte] i-e. either flain, or a fiavc and tributary. I know 
this Text is otherwife expounded by Junius and others: but I now like this Inter¬ 
pretation, as moft proper. 

Verfe 8. And I will encamp about mine houfe] Though it be otherwife but ill, „ 
fenced and fortified: yet I will fee it fafegarded and fecured from the inrodes and - 
incurfions of enemies, who arerangingup and down, andnotonely robbing, but 
raviftiing, Pfal. 10.9. For what was Alexander but an Arch-pirate, a ftrong checf, 
as the Pirate whom he had taken told him to his teeth ? And whether here be inti¬ 
mated by thefe words, becauft of him that pajfeth by, and him that returneth ] 
fomething of Alexanders voyages, who paffed by Judxa into Egypt, and to Am¬ 
mons Oracle with his Army ; and thence returned to Perfia by the fame way, not 
hurting the Jewes; or fomething about the many expeditions of the Seleucida , 
and Lageda to and fro from Egypt to Syria, and back again: among which hurly- 
burly the Jewes State flood faft, though fometime a little fhaken ; 1. dare not fay, 

( faith a learned Interpreter: ) It may be both thofe and all other the like dangers 
are here generally comprized. 

and no opprejfour ft) all paffe thorow them any more] Cliaid. No Sultan: not the 
Turkifti tyrant. Lord of Greece, as verfe 13. fay thofe that take the text of the 
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Jews glorious ftate at lall. Calvin thinkcs that by this daufe, he only expounds 
what he had figuratively laid before. Dan&tts takes it of violence and oppreffion 
among themfelvcs, or of wringing and vexing by their own rulers: they (hall be 
fiee from violence both abroad and at home. 

for now have Ifees* with mine eyes j e. I have taken good notice of it, 1 have 
fecn, l have fee», & Exod. 3. 7. and mine eye hath affeded mine heart. I have 
well obierved that the enemy is grown unlufferably inlolent, and am therefore 
come to rclcuc and relieve my people. The Chaldee hath it thus, I have now re¬ 
vealed my power to do them good : Aben-Ez.ro. makes thele to be the Prophets 
words of himlelf </. d. Ihavefcenall tins in a manifeft vifion. But this is frigi- 
dum imo infulftm , faith Calvin an odd conceit: unlcfle we refer it ( with Monta¬ 
nas ) to the following words, and make this the fenle, (which yet I like not fo 
well j Behold I lee in the lpirit with the eyes of my mind, the Lord Chdftcom- 
mingand enrring with ftate, the city and temple. 

Verfe 9. Rejoycc greatly , O daughter of Zion ] Draw all thy waters with joy out 
of this welfpring of lalvation. Loe here is the fumin of all the good news in the 
world ; and that which fhould make the faints evcrlaftingly merry, even to ihout- 
ing and finging in the height of Zion, that their king commerh. This fhould 
fwallowupalldifcontents, and make them ling Hofmna in the higheft: Bhjfedishc 
that commcth in the name of the Lord. J 

behold thy King commetbl NotZorobabel, or Judas Maccabeus, asfomeTewcs 
interpretit: noryec Alexander the. Great ( as fame others ) but a greater then 
he, even Mcffiah the Prince, as Chrift is ftiled Dan. 9. 25. who Jbatt cut off the 
charret crc. as it foHowcth in the next verie, yeaalhhe 4 charret or Monar¬ 
chies, as fome expound 6. how much more Tyrus, Oaz.a, jE^on, Damaft 
cus &c, of which he fpake before in this chapter. 

unto thee~] i. e. meerely for thy behoof and benefit, and not for his own. 
Other kings are much for their own profit, pleafures, pomp, &c. C'hrill emp¬ 
tied him fell of all his excellencies, that we might be filled with his fulnefle. ^ 
he is juft and having falvation} That he may juliifie thee by his righteoufiiefle: 
and five thee by his merit and lpirit. The Vulgar rendreth it. Juft and a Saviour 


i to wliat we are laved by Jehovah our nghteoufniffe. ' 

lowJyf\ Or poor, ajjhtlcd, abftEt, See them fee together Zeph. 3. 12. and Phil. 
4. 12. I have learned to want and to be abafed. Poverty rendretha man con- 
r temptible, and ridiculous. Pauper ubique facet, men go over the hedge where 
it is loweft : the poor are trampled upon, and vilipended as Luke 1 6 . 30 . This 
• thy Son, he fcorned to call him brother : becaufe he was poor. Now Chrift be¬ 
came poor to male US rich, a worm and no man ( »ullificam>.n populL as Tertullian 
phrafeth it; that wc might be advancedto glory, and honour, and immortality. 
Neither was he more low and mean in his eftate, then lowly and meek in mind * 
ficeiKc fr ° m FldC and ftacelineflb > as as his ftacc was tr 9 m Pomp and magoi- 

riding upon an affe ] A poor filly bead ufed by the meaner fort of people. 
yea upon a colt thefoale of an ajfej Heb, ajfes , becaufe the coir whereon Chrifl 
, rode ran after two alTcs coupled together in one yoke, whereof one was his datum 
Mat. 21. 5. Sec the Note there. Thefe afles ufed to the yoke He fad calleth 
7 ct\<u7rws*s wretched, or enduring great 1 oyle and labour. That Chrift fhould ride 
upon the foalc of luch a hard labouring afle, a yong wild coir, not yet ready tamed 
and trained to the (addle, asitihewes his humility, fo aifo his power over the 
creature {Clarefcente gloria inter humilem ftmp licitatem }and his peaceablcncflc 
too, as Kmch thinkes from that in the next verfe, that the Ilraelites under Chrifts 
government fhould have no need of horfes and charrcts. All this defeription of 
Chrilts perfon and kmgdcmc we know was pundually fulfilled in our Saviour ac- 
, cordmg to Mat. 21 Mar. 11. Luke 19. Ioh. iz.fourc fufficient witness. The 
1 old habbines and with them 11 . Solomon ( though a fworn enemy to Chriftians ) 
take the text of the promifed Meflias his folemne entrance into lerufilem: Of Je- 

fus 


Chap.?. the Prophecie of Zachariah. . *„. 

&s the crucified fon of Mere they will nbtyeeld, becaufiTihey'ftnmblc at his no- • : 

verty and expert pomp: But ,t they hud confultcd the,r own Prophets, th.y 

would have found, that Mcfliah was foretold, as defpicablfcA/ir ? 3 f / 

b *7* p c ™ cified D . m - ?■ 2 ‘- $>■ among malcfaftours" ej’o. 

nailed Pfal. .22. 16. pierced Zecb L 12. 10. mocked Pfal 69 7 And tbar rhr-r 
very rejeftion of him forte, meanencftc and rntekneffe proved, him to be Chrift 
l id A 2 " . 4 -.”• It i'reported ofthatcomming to help 

the king of Egypt in hisdiftrcITe, he wasdefpifed by the Egyptian., becaufe„S 
pltinenclfe of his perfon, and the homelinelTe of his attire: for they thoueht 
that they fhould Tee the king of Sparta fuch an one, as the king of ferfia wal 
bravely habited, and pompouflyattended., Semblably the Ictvcs expect a thrift 
hke to one of the mighty Monarches of the earth: and they are ftron»ly polfift 

withthcfondconce.ro an earthly kingdomc. Hence, when they law Mahomet ' 

arifing,nfuch power, they were ft,aight ready to cry him np for their iS ' 

The rich bath many fiends, faith Solomon, batthepoo, i,hated orfliehted even.? 
km.jjfatf™. ,4. 20. Chrift came to his own: but his own received 
him not. When tt was fometime difnuted among the Romanes in the Conned! 
ufinstodefy great men, whether Chrift having done many wonderfull works! 
fhould be received into the number of the gods ? the ■Hiltorian faith, that thev 
would not therefore reciive h,no, becaufe he preached poverty, and made choice of 

poor mento tollowhim, whom the world carerh nocror. 

reefi to. Audi will cmof,,he chirm tire. J This is the fame in effc-a with 
that ctiEftiy chap. y. 7 . Of.hee.cnfofClrifiegcveruuteue aud peace, here frill , 
beme„d, and chuf. 2. 4. tl, y fl.all beat their Iwords into pfowfiiare. and 
them fpeares into pruumg-hookes, nation (hall not lift up fword agaiult na’tio , 
nether fhalt they leame ware any more. Chrift was born intheraigne of A,Z’. 
fiutCxfar, then when having yanqu:f],cd Lcpidut , Antonias .q n d the reft of'his 
cuermcs bothat home andabroad, he fee open gates of J.tnnsm token ofan univet- 
fall peace: and ratgned as Lord and Monarch of the Roman world TohiZl. 
ffi/ont of Oroji ,„ teUs us, that the felf- feme day wherein Chrift was bora, LgXs %?7 
. Csjor made protlamatmn that no man ftiould thenceforth give himtb- title of 
Lord, matufefto prtcftgto muwrts dom<narus epuitunt in terris onus eft lauhh* r- 
without a manifeft preiage ofa greater Lortjthen I,in,felf,hen bom into the wo.'u- 
greater 1. both for the peaccablenelTe of his government, as here • noulcofwl 
pons or warlike vngmes The weap.ins of our warfare are nor rW, h; hthi 

2 4,1°' 4 ' h , : ’o ? ! b , ra, S bothto Js-wes and Gentiles the Gofpclof 

peace, and the peace ol the Gf lpel. * u or 

hcjlsn/l fpenlte pence untothc Mentha 1 peace ofcountrev.and peace ofConfcience 
.too: and:, for the extent of his government, It ft,ould be as large as the word 
aCaih'flikc kingdomc. 11U > 

his dominion'ball befrom Sea to Sra ] From rbc red Sc a to th* Mediterranean Sea 
or die Sea of Paieftina: for elide two fcas were the bounds of the land of Can^n 
Nnm 23. 31 for the Jews fcarcc knew any oth• r fea but chefc two. And the 
Propbcr here allndeth to the times of Solomons reTgnc, a: appearcs bv Pfal 7 v e 
He fhall have dominiou alfb i om lea to fea: and from the river unto the end - of 
the carjh : that is, f.om Euphrates to the utmoft bounds of the holy land-which 
by a commoncuftome of (peech arc put for the utmoft quarters of the world 
Verfe II Asfortheeal/oJ O daughter of Sion, O my Church : not, O Chrift 
the king of the church, as the Greek and Latinc fathers, and after them the P niih 
comnunrarours will ncydb have it; the better to eftablifh their Chimera o f Limbus ' 

. L.tmm diiift bee by an Apofi..p.Ms(an ordinary figure ) or keeping back 
fomethng uiifpokcii-fbri4igh.carncitnefle ofaflfeaion, befpeaks his peopled th^ 

S' } \ciT\ riy f M C0Ce f °!i 1 ^ ,l furcly im P art nnto thce che benefits of , - 
thi- in ; . ki: gdomc, aj f have already l^gun "to do in delivering you out of that 
ware, I- ;L> nir, tnar . Jir ty dungeon <-r che ilahylonilh thraldome. 

by th : b/ood of thy covenant J by the blood of Chrift figured, by the blood that 
wasIp- mickd upon the people Exod. , 4 . 8. P/a/. 74 . 20; Hcb. 13, 2C and 

by vertiiff if the C ovenant confirmed thereby. 

I have ft st forth thy prifmerj] I have enlarged thy captives. . ■ 

Aaa.3 M ,a 
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Gen. 37. 24. outof the pit Wherein is no water] but mud only, as in lofephs pit, and Jeremies 
leu 38. 6 . dungeon. The Saints have temporall deliverances alfo by vertue of die covenant : 

and if ahy of Chrifts fubje&s fall into defperate diftrefles and deadly gangers* 
yet they are prifoners oftoopc : and may look for deliverance by the blood ot'thc 


covenant. 


Verfe li. Turnjc to the ftrong holdf] i . e. to Chrift the rock of'ages If a. 26.4.' 
the hope ofjfrael fer. 17. 15, the expectation of all the ends of the earth. 

2. 25, 58. Or, to the Promife, that Itroqg tower, whereuntothe righteous run 
and are fafe: that are Chrifti munitifftma, as Cyrtll here faith ,ftrong hold of Chrift. 
Thou art my {bield, faith David, J truft in thy word Pfal. 1 j 9. 114. And again ej 
Remember thy Word to thy fervant Wherein thou haft caufed me to trt/ft, Verfe 49. 
When yong foajb was fought for to thHhambles by his murderous grandmother 
Athaliab, he was hid in the houfeof the Lord for fix yeers. But whence was 
• thisfafety? Even from the faithfullpromife of God 2 Chron. 23. 3. Behold the 
kings fonmtsftr digue, as the Lord had faid of thc/onsof David, that he 'firould »e- 
ver want a man to raigr.e after him . Hence Pfal. 91. 4. his faithfulnefte and his 
truth fhall be thy fhieldand buckler. Under this fhicld, and within this ftrong- 
hold of the promifts God had made them in the foregoing verfes, thefe prifo- 
ners of hope, thefe heires pf the promifes, were to fhroud and ftcure them&vcs 
amidftthofe dangers and diftreffesas incompaflcd them on every fide. And that 
pfal. 9.18. the V mi S hc knovv that thc neecl y ^ould not alwayes be-forgotten, the expectation 
of the poorfhould not perifh for ever , here's a precious promife of prefent comfort. 

even to day do / declare that I will render double unto thee J Though you be now 
at never fo great an under, yet I do make an open promife unto you, verbis non/b- 
lum difertis fed & exert it, J doaflurcyou in the word of truth, that I will render 
unto thee thou poor loule chat lieft panting under the prefent pretfurc, double, that 
is, life and liberty, faith The odoret : Grace and Glory, faith Lyra : ’ Or double to 
what thou hopeft,I will be better to thee then thy hopes,faith Hierom: Or double 
chat is, multiplied mercy 1 but cfpecially Chrift, who is called the Gift of God by 
an excellency \ob. 4. 10. the Benefit t. Tine. 6. z. that which fliallabundantly 
countervail all erodes and miferies Mar. 10. 30. \ob had all doubled to him. Va- 
Icntinian had the Empire* Elifabcth the Crown. Qod will be to his Hannah 3 s 
better then ten ch Id sen. s 


Verfe 13. when J have bent Judah fbrme] God himfclf did the work though 
by the fons of Zion, as his inftiuments whomheufed, and profpered againft the 
fons of Greece, that is the fucccffours of Alexander the Great, who led them out 
of Greece againft the power of Perfia, and who feizing upon Egypt and Syria, 
crufht and ground the poor Jews betwixt them, as betwixt two milftoncs. This 
Prophefie was fulfilled in the Alaccabcs : but may have on eye to the Apoftlcs, 
who were fome of them of Judah, fomc of Ephraim ; that is, of the ten tribes, as' 
Pfal. 4$. $. of Zebulon, Ncptha^j &c. thcle Chrift ufed as bovves and arrowes in the hand If a 
mighty man, whereby the people fell under him ; the fons of’Greece efpecially, where 
fo many famous churches were planted, as appeares by the Atts and the Revelation, 
See Rev. 6. 2. with the Nile. * 

and made thee as thefword of a mighty mauj given thee both atme s, and an arnte 
to wftld them. For.it is God that llrengthcneth and weakeneth the armes of ei¬ 
ther pal ty in battel E^.k: 30. 24. It is he alfo that rendreth the weapons vaine 
or profperous IJa. 5 4. ult . ler. 50. 9, This Judas Maccabeus well underftood : 
and therefore had his name from the capitall letters of this irorto written in his 
X Enfigne, Mi camoca belvhim Jehovah, who is Tike thee O Lord among the Gods ? 
St. Paul alfo that conquered lb many countries, and brought in the Ipoilesoffo 
many loules to God ( whence the change of his name from Saul to Paul, as fomc 
2 Cor. jo. think, from Sergius Paulas the Proconful, whom he converted to the faith Ad. 

1 Cor. 15. 13* 9 - ) The weapons of our warfare, faith He, arc mighty through God to the 

calling down of ilrong-holds. Tfot X, Put the grace of God that is with me&c. 
And ye men of Ifrael, why look ye fo carneftly upon us, faith Peter, as if by our 
own power or holinefie&c. Ad. 3.12. 

J erfeiq. And the Lord/ball be feen over them] fball be confpicuous amongft 
them: he fhall appeare for them in the high places of the field, he fhall make 

bare 
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bare his arm, and bathe hisfword in .blood. Flow many do you reckon me at? 
faid Antigen us to his fouldiers, when they feared the multitudes of their enemies, 
fylay not God fay fo -much more to his ? Hath ever,any waxed fierce againft him 
and profpered ? If he but arife onely, his enemies fhall be fcattered; and chofe chat pr ,i _ 
hatediim fhall flee before him. . ™ 68a ' 

his arrow fiaU go forth with-the lightening] Here the former matter is illuflra- 
ted by many lofty tropes and aiiufions, cither to thofe ancient deliverances at tl^p 
red-fea, and againft the Canaanites, and Philiftines, by thunders, lightening, and 
tempeft, orelle, as Calvin rather thinks to the terrible‘delivery of the Law, with 
thunderings and lightenings, and found of trumpets, to the great amazements of 
the people, infomuch as AJofes himfclf faid, 1 exceedingly fear and quake. He 
confers Habak. 3- 3, 4,5. and further alledgcch, that Tem.in here rendred the 
South, was the fame with Sinai, and lies South from Juda;a. Lightening, thunder, 
and whirl-winds are a part of Gods Armies, which he can draw forth at his pleafure 
againft his enemies. Such things as thefe fell out oft-times in the*warres of the 
Maccabees. And how the Lord mightily alii lied his Apoftles, whofe arrowes wenc 
forth as the lightening, fwiftly, luddenly, irrefiftibly, and whofe thunder gave a 
loud alarum to all Nations, i need not relate. 

Verf. 15. The Lord of hofts {ball defend them ] Heb. {hall hold his buckler over Paulum quoti- 
thern, which none can flrike chorow. efcanquelego, 

and they {halldevour] fc. their enemies, that till then did eat up Gods people aldirevtiw * 
as they eat bread, Pfal. 14.5. fedtonirnm . 

and fubdue with fling-ft ones {\ with Weak means, as David did Goli.uh. 
and they {ball drinks and make a noife 1 Tumultuabunmr qnafi temulenti, Tis 
aCatcchrefis fignifying the very great dcflru&ion of their enemies: fo that they 
might be even drunk with their blood, if they had any mind to it: the tongues of 
their dogges (hould be dipped therein, as Pfal. 68.23,24. 
and they {frail be filled like boWls , &c. ] chac held the blood of the facrifices. 
and as the corners of the altar ] which were all befprinkled .with the blood of 
the facrifices. A Lapide applies all this to thofe heavenly Conquerours , and more, 
that is, T riumphers , the Apoftles and Martyrs. 

Verfe 16. And the Lord their God prall favethem~\ t^ot defend them qnelyas 
Lord of Hofts,^ verfe 15. but as a further favour, fave them as their God in Cove¬ 
nant with them. 

as the fi«ck.of his people ] refeuing them as David did his lamb from the lion and 
bear, and tending them continually. 

as the ftones of a crown |* Coftly and precious, or Monumentall-flones, with 
crowns on the top, and fet up for Trophies. * * 

Verfe 17. For how great is his goedneffe j He flmts up all with this fweet Epi- 
phonema, or exclamation, admiring the fingular g'oodnefl'e of God to his people in 
all the former particulars: and yet promifing them Abundance of outward necefla- 
ries, even to an honefi: affluence: they fhouid have (lore of corn and wine j fo much 
as fhouid make them fucculent and vigorous, full of fappe and good humours. 

Provided, that firft they content not themfelves with the natural^ufcof the creature, 
but taft how good the Lord is. Afld next, that they put this promife into fuit by 
their prayers, as chap. 10. x. 


CHAP. X. 

Vtrfe 1 . A S K yon of the Lord rain ] Ask it and have it : Open your mouthes 

x \ wide, and he wilf fill them. Seek yce the Lord till he come, and rain Ho G 0 «*2. 
righteoufneffe upon you: Surely as the Sunne draws up vapours from the earth and 
fca, not to retain them, but to return them : and as thin vapours come down again 
in thick ihowers of rain-. So God calls for our prayers, for our profit: and does 
for us ex feeding abundantly above all that we asf^or think, Ephcf. 3.20. Ask we " 
muft, Ezekz 36. 37 * Prayer is an indifpcnfable duty. Our Saviour taught his difei- * 
pie* to pray. He himfelf was to ask of his Father, and then he fhouid have the 

Heathen 
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Heathen for his inheritance, and the urtermod parts of the earth for his poflcfiicm 
PJal.2.8 . He could have had prefemly twelve legions- of Angels to refcuedmn- 
but then he was to fend to heaven for them by prayer, Mae.-i6. 53. I came for thj 
words, that is, for thy prayers fake, faith the Angel to Daniel. As well as God 
loved him, he looked to hear from him, Dan. 10. ii, 12. for he will grace his own 
Ordinances’, and .rake his people know both cheir didance and dependance. 

• Rain in the time of the latter rain j Rain is the flux of a moift cloud; which be¬ 
ing ditfolvcd by little and little, by the heat of the Sun, lets down ram by drops 
out of the middle region of the air. This, if it come right in due time and mea- 
fure, it maketh much for the fattening of the earth, Pfal. 65.. 11. laying the heat 


Nat.qHsfiM. 
4 . cap. 2 . 

Ait am.l. 1 . 
jer.S.13. 


" of the former and the latter rain. That, fell in the feed-time about Autumne : rj us 
in rhe Spring-tide, caufing the corn to ear, and kearn before harveft. Both w.-r e£ Q 
be foughtof God alone, For are there any among the vanities of the Gent.-Iasthat 
can caule rain ? or can the heaven give fhowres ? No,no } Thefe come b a divine 
decree, )*br 8.26. God prepares rain, Pfal. 147.8. he difpenfeth it in r.umUr 
weight, and meafure, lob 28. 25. not a drop falls in vain, or in a wrong place : he 
alfo with holds it when, and where he thinks good, Amos 4.7. The igyptirns 1 fed 
1 in a profane mockery, to tell other Nations, that if Gcd fhould forget to rein 
kthey might all chance to ftarve for it. The rain the; thought was of God, bu' 1 on 
their river: which therefore God threatenith to dry up, Lzek, 29. 3,9. Ef.y 10 
5, 6. as alfo he did (as both Seneca and Ovid tedific) in the raigne of Cleopatra. 
The cr: atures at heft arc but broken eifterns. Mot fountains, but citterns onely • and 
thofe broken too ■ there's no trading to them : they were never true to thofj that 
traded them. 

Sot hi Lord (ball make bright clouds J Nnbcs curfitantes , thin clouds, thatflie 
fwifrly in the air, mod commonly before and after very rainy 4 weather. R. Salomon* 
interprets the word hereufed, not lightenings, which yet arc fignes and fore-runners 
of ram, Pfal. 135. 7. Ur. 10.13...but clouds bringing rain. Clouds are nothing 
elie but. vapours chickened in the middle region of the air, by the cold invironir* 
and driving them together: that they may be as fo many heavenly bottles holding 
water, to be feafonably didiiled. How they are upheld, and why they fall here 
and now, and by drops, not by fronts ( fith they are veflfelsas thin as the liquor 
contained in them ) we Know not, and wonder. 

and give them froArres of r tin ]• Heb. rain, rain , that is, plentifull rain upon his 
inheritance: the clouds frail ret urmaficr the rain, and as one fhowreis tnburrhe-' 
ned, another fhall be brewed. God (corns to fay to the feed' of Jacob, Suf ye n.e 
in vain : or that any of his fuitours fhould go fad away, for want of in aniwer* 
David asked him for life: and God gave him more, even length of dayes fo<-ever 
and ever, Pf*l. 21.4. Many came to Chrid for cure of their bodies, he cured them 
on both Tides : and was better to them then their prayers. Gehczi asked Naaman 
for a talent of filvgr : nay,take two, faid heand he prefied it upon him. So faith 
God to his, Ask and fpare not, that your fry maj be full. Ye are not draitened 
in inc, but ye are draitened in your own bowels. Ye have not, becaufc ye ask not: 
and l.c is worthy to want it, that may have it for asking onely. 

u every onegrajfe ] Grade for the cattle, and corn' for the food of man as the 
Chaldee expounds its 5 

hcr!e 2. bor the idols have frokrn vanity q.d. Therefore ask good things at 
Gods hands, as rain, food, add all neceflary provifion ; becaufe Idols and footh- 
fayers cannot lielpyou to thefe things. If they promife you ( as they will ) beleeve 
theni not; for they lie as fad, as once Rabfrakjch did for his Madcr: when he pro¬ 
mt led the people a land of corn and wine, aland of bread and vineyards. And 
they willfinally ferve you, as A'ofaloms mule ferved her Mader: whom die left at 
his greated need, to hang betwixt heaven and earth, as rejeded of both. Lo fuch 
are all creature-comforts,golden delufions,lying vanities,apples of Sodom, hec vera, 
ntc veflra , the fafrio-n of this world, faith Paul $ the phantafies of mens brain, faith 
Luke, Ad. 25. 23. the fcnablancesand empty fhewsof good, without any realicy, 
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or folid confiftency,faith Solomon often. They are, faith our Prophethere,a wicked 
deceit, and cofinage. An arrant lie, afalfe dream, a vain or empty comfort that 
utterly deceiveth a mans confidence, and maketh him, in the fulnefle of his con¬ 
ceited Jufficiencie , to be in firaights. Thefe here for indancc: viz., the Jews chat 
had been carried captives as a flock without a guide, flieep without a fhepherd 
and yet had not ( till after fomc while at lead) abrenounccd their Idols, hr. 44.22*. 

Ezek- 9 . 

therefore they went their way as a flockf\ Driven by the butcher to the flaugh- x 
ter-houfe. Idolatry is a land-dcfolating fin: as befides thefe Jews ( the more in¬ 
genuous of them at this day confeffc, that in all their puniftiments there is dill an 
ounce of the golden-calf made by them in the wilderneire) the Greek Church was 
undone by it. The worfliipping of Images they defended with tooth and nail ( as 
they lay ) and ettablifhed it in the fecond Councell of Nice - not long before the 
Turk took Nice, and made it the feat of his Empire, in oppofition to Confrantino - 
pie, which at length he took alfo ; and brought in Mahometifme, that foul impiety, 
which quickly over-fpread the whole Eaft and South, like as Popifli Idolatry did 
the Wed and North. But this iniquity will be their mine. Babylon the great is 
fallen, is fallen. She hath fallen culpably, (he fhall therefore fall penally? And I 5 ” 1 ** 
why ? She u become the habitation of devils, that is, of idols. See Rev. 9.20. 1 Cor. 


10. 20. 

Verfe 3. Mine anger was kindled againfh the frepherds "| Paftores Imp oft ores : 
the greedy prieds, and falfe prophets main caufes of the captivity : becaufe 
through their default, there was no knowledge nor fear of God in the land, Efay 
5.13. Hof 4. 6,7. See Icr. 23-1. 54 * i- 

and I punifred the goats 3 The Grandees and Governours, temporall and Eccle- 
fiadicall. See Ez-ck. 34. 17. They fhould have been as the hee-goats before the 
flock, hr. 50. S. worthy Guides to God. But they were goats in another fence, 
unruly, and nady, and lafeivious ( as thofe two filthy fellows for indance, whom 
for their adultery the king of Babylon roafted in the fire, I er. 29. 22.) and fuch 
as begat kids of their own kind, men of their own make, and went before them in 
wickednede, as the goats lead the flocks, 

for the Lord of hojts 3 Better to read it, but the Lord of hofis, See. And this is 
fpoken for the comfort of thofe that called upon God, and abhorred Idols, and 
Idol-fhepherds, that were in fpeciall covenant with him, and therefore owned by 
him, as his flock, or peculiar charge. Now, to fuch he promifech to feed them as 
hisfheep, and to fumifh them as his horfe forfervice, his goodly warre-horfe, 
mainly refpeded by his Mader, as Bucephalus was by Alexander. This may in part Pdn.l 
be underdood of the Maccabees vi&ories: but principally of the Apoftles, thofe 
white herfes , upon which they rode thorow the world, conquering and to conquer. 

Rev. 6. 2. Saint Paul is fitly compared to that war-horfe in Job , chap. 39. 20. * 
whofe neck is clothed with thunder, and the glory of his nodrils is terrible. He ? 
mockethat fear, and turneth not back from the fword. He goeth on to meet the 
armed man, and fwalloweth the ground with fiercenefie, and rage, &c. 

Vcrfe 4. Out of him came forth the corner 3 Angttlm , not Angelas as fomc Vul¬ 
gar Latine tranflations have it.- and A Lapide juftly finds fault with it. A like fault cha P '31 
Saritts and Caranza ( his fellow-popelings) are content to wink at, nay to defend 
in the Laodicene Councell, becaufe it makes for their Angel-worfhip. For where¬ 
as the Counccli truely faith, Oy JV?xe/s7*m Ayyi\*t ovoydfav, Chridians mud not 
pray to Angels. They make the words to be Non oportet Cbrifiianos ad angulos con - 
gregationes facere. Ch'idians ought not hold their meetings in corners ; and they 
make the title fay. the fame thing. But is this fair dealing, thus to falfifie antiquity 
for their own ends, and to maintain their own errours ? As for the Text. 

Out of him came forth, 0 re. ] That is, Out of Judah fhall be had all things ne¬ 
ceflary, both at home ( and here the Prophet proceeds from the foundation co the 
nails, or fadeningof the houfe together) and abroad .- both for the maftering of 
the enemy by the Battle-bowe, &c. and the making of him tributary : for 
Out of him frail come every exattour 3 fc. Of homage and tribute, as the fruit 
of their vidory. Dan&us fenceth it thus. Out of Judah fhall go every oppreftour 
which did vex his people before, God driving him forth. 

Verfe 5. ^ 


5<5z <iAn expojition; on Chap.io 

fcrfe 5. And they {hall be as mighty men] Or, as Grants, as Gabriels, they (hall be 
2 IXi ftrongin the Lord j and in the power of his might,they flial do worthily in Ephratas 
and be famous in Bethlehem : their bo-tv jhall abide inftrength, and the armes of their 
hands be made ftrong, by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob : from thence is the [hep- 
rcb heard, the [tone of Jjrael. 6Vtf.49.24. If it could be laid of Mu hr j dates, a meer A- 
theift, chat lie never wanted any. courage norcounfel; how much of Gods warri- 
oursj fuch as Indus Maccabeus, efpecially Mefti all the Prince, who treads down his 
enemies as the mire of the fircets, letting his feet in their necks and making them to 
be found liars unto him, that: is to yeeld him at leait a forced and fained fub- 
je&ion. 


and they [hall fight becaufe the Lord is with thenfj This is enough to make them 
fight up'to the knees in blood, that they have God to (land by them: not. 
.onely as a fpeclatour, or Agoxotheta (though that's lomwhat: dogs and other 
tbal'er creatures will fight luftily when their mailers are by, and do lec them on) 
but as a Captain of the Lords Hafts, as Chrift iscalled, and a Coadjutor, a Cham¬ 
pion, a man of war Zi.vW.15.3. Yea,he alone isa whole army of men, heis/-6« 
and tlci-c both, Ifar.51. 12. The Ihields of the earth belong to him,the Militia 
of the world is his ‘Pp;/ 47.9, he hath magnleh cheloth and matteh cbcloth, as the 
Rabbins well obferve, armies both above,"and beneath, as his horfe and foot to 
fight for his people. 

and the riders on horfe s [hall be confounded] As they were in the conqueft ofCa- 
naan, where the enemies had horles and chariots, when the Israelites had neither, 
as O rigtu oblerveth : and as they were in ail Davids wars, and the reft of the victo¬ 
rious kings of ifracl, who according to the Law Dent . 17. 16. made no ufe of 
horfes (but laid An horfe vs but avam thing for battel &c. God tabs no delight in 
t he fir eng. b of an horfe) and ever fought on foot wich lingular fucceflc. So did 
the Maccabees, 7 Jfca, and after him the Bohemians, the Hnglifli in l rance at the 
J battle of Spurres (lo the battle ofTerwin was called in Henry the eighth his time, 
Spud. 1000. L f rom t j ie i rcnch pofring away to favc their lives.) 

.. ! r erfc6. And I will ftrengthen the bottfc of Judah] %obuftos > ac quafi Gabri- 

■' ap Cles cfticram. See f'hap.i 2.8. Efty 10.34. See verfe 5. of this chapter. The Saints 

lhallbe (trengrhenedwith attmigh. according to his glorious power, (fol.i. u. at 
the Refurreftion efpecially, when Chrift (hall change their vile bodies, and make 
them like unto his glorious body in ftrength, agility, beauty &c. The bodies of 
r the Saints, faith Luther, fliall have that power as to tofte the greateft mountains 
in the world like a ball. Anfdme faith fuch, as they fhall be able to (hake the 
whole earth at their pleafure. Our Saviour faith, that they lhalj be as the Angels 
of God Luf. 20.36. more like Tpirits then bodies, while they are here, In quiet 
and confidence is their ftrength Ejay 30.15. and again in the fame chapter vtrfe 7. 
their ftrength is to fit ftill. They expected much ftrength from Egypt: but the 
Prophet tells them that by fiting ftill and waiting for the falvacion ofGod by faith, 
Htb.11.34. they (hall havc.an Egypt, and better, out of weaknefte they fhou/d be made ftrong, 
wax valiant in fght , turn to fight the armies of the aliens , as the Maccabees ’did,and 
Michael and bis Angels 'Acv.iz. the noble Army of the Apoftlcs, who were 
more then Conqueroursand Martyrs who tired their tormentours and laughed 
, at their cruelty: the valour of the patients, the favagenelfe of the perfccutours 
ftrove together; till both exceeding nature and belief, bred wonder and aftonifh- 
ment in beholders and readers. Thcfc were thofe lion-like men of the tribe of Ju¬ 
dah that took the kingdom by violence. Judah which fignificth th eConfefour, had 
the kingdom, as Levi had the Prieft-hood, both forfeited by %eubcn who was 
iveak as water. Gen./pej. 

and I Will favc the bottfc of Jofcph] that is, Ephraim , but for the ten tribes, whom 
God here promifeth to fave, not to bring back, faith the Geneva-Note on Per. 9. 
But others there are that gather from thcfc words and rhefe that follow, that 
God will not onely preferve them, but reduce and lcfcttlc them in their own 
countrey, yea, and multiply them lo abundantly , as that their countrcy (hall not 
be able to hold them I r erfe 10. Whence cometh Aft.urs and Egyptsfubje<ftion to 
Chrift ; that is, all the traft of cheEaft, and of the South verfe 11. and their 
perpetual eftablifhment in the faith. 


Ferfe 12. 


Chap.io. theTrophecie o/Zachatiah. 

SiKSs'SSssr' s “" ^ £ is 

forIbmt,m^cy« fm ,hcm j Heres a double caule alledged, ofthefe fo great and 
graciouspromife, and both excluding works, bird Gods mere mcrcyXecondlv 
lusElcftion of grace for lam the Lord their God. This latter is the c’aufe of tl e 
former.-for God chofe his people for his love, and then loveth them hi choice 
The effeds of which love areherefetdown. i.Thatheheareth thewprav t Ts/,« 
harebrm. a. That he reacceptech and reftoreeh them in Clirid^s if they had 
never offended againfthim. They jhMUc asthough Ihad not CflZ oPflnt 
wasa cutting fpeecb and farworfe then their captivity Jrr. J. i . VV!wnGod- 
notondy threatened, to-caff them out of their countrey into aftranoe land but 
that there he would [hew them no favour. Here he nromifprfi rn 5 1 

then they muff needs think deliierancewas^neaf doof by ^ J 

and they fhall be as though I had not cajt them off I And this die fooner andcM-™ 

i ll L 7 ; T |i e Jewtff 1 Nation, faith Tally, (hew how God regards them 
hat have been fo oft overcome. *«.. by A hbtdhai-r .^1 Zplfft S 
therforcpromifeth to provideforhisown great name, by being folly recOTfiled"o 
h,s poor people whom the world looked Spon as abjefts 8 > d ” 

for I amthe Lord their God And if I (hould not fee to their kFerv u r 

fave U V° nmc - li * hDavidwel1 therefore prayes thus , / am tht^ord] ^ 

thC ?' ° r ' Ilvill fPf a kyfiththcm : fpeakto their hearts. It is no more 
faith One, then if a man were in a fair diningroom wirh murfi nnrxA 3 

and there is feme fpecial friend whom he foveth dearly, that caltah S 
tofpeak.n private of bufineffe, that needy concerned, him : and t lou«h he no 
into a worfe room, yethe iswcll enough pleafed SoifC.nd ’,n ? 

mthefame words, for more affurance ; becaufe die -eturn of the eli Trih’s 
might ieem a thiijg more incredible, Er.vn , mm cah lr F-ith cll-t 

h rethey wereas rotten carkaffes,and they had iL onely he^rf th fe n o 
mifes; asiffomcgrainof feed (hould be dropt bv the hi»h wa» fide- f™ P i 
wete now as aliens from the Common-wealth of iLeh S y ‘ fide f ° r tl,ey 
and their heart fhall re'oyce as through wine1 Which naturally evhihr^rh 

St? SSS —' 

^rsatsssSi »sttxsterJ)ttd ' 

but to wait Therefore chiey were not to antedate the promifes, 

Icth for hi; LxkSnlZ th ‘ m ™ d £f er . As a (hephear d hifleth or whift- 

the /I but the S l X ' 5 far Tr* ? 0l | ld n0t be the bleating of . 

h ° r ’"W Un & t °f the (hepheards to their flocks when they 

would gee them together. God, whohath all creatures at hisbeck Tnd checks 

can 



5^4- Expofition on Chap.io. 

can cafily bring back his banifhed, gather together bis difperfed with a turn of a 
hand Zech.i 3.7. withablaft ofhis mouth, as here : as if any offer to oppofe him 
herein, he can blow them to deftruiftion Iob.^.9. He can frown them to death Pfal, 
80.16. He can crufti them between his fingers, as men do a moth l Pfal. 39. n, 
and crumble them to crattlc Pftl. 146.4.' Like fheep they are laid in the grave 
death (hall feed on them : and the upright fhall have dominion over them in the 
morning, and their beauty fhall confume in the grave from their dwelling. Pfal. 
4 9 m 1 4 * 

For f h wc redeem:d them JI have in part., and that’s a pledge of the whole • 
my hands alio fhall finilh it, as 6,4,714.9. God doth not his work to the halves \ 
neither muff wc: but if he fhall be Alim All unto us, we muff be altogether His, 
Cant.z. 16. His is a covenant of mercy, ours of obedience : which mult be there¬ 
fore///// and (i'>ull, as Chrift hath obtained for us an entire, and evcrialting re^ 
demption. Ifcb.y. 12. 

they jhAl mcreafe as they have incrcafcd] By vertue of that promife to Abra* 
him Gett. 13.16. I will multiply thy feed as the duft of the earth : and6V;.«i 5. y, 
as the ftars of heaven. This promife was not prefcntly fulfilled ; for when they 
came into Egypt they were but feventy fouls of them. But under chc Egyptian 
ferviaide, they increafed abundantly Exod- 1.7. the yjpjm-cd (as the word ligni- 
fies) and bred fwiftly : fo that they went thence 600000 . ftrong. Exod. 12.57. to 
that they foon became a mighty and populous nation r Dcm. 26. 5. Judea was not 
above eco miles long, and 50. miles broad .• not near the half of England by much; 

. yet what huge armies had they, when the two tribes and the ocher ten met in 
the field, one againff another ? And even at this day (whatever is become of 
ten tribes.- whether they be in China, or America) the Jews are a very great and 
numerous people. It is thought that there is not anyone nation under heaven fo 
great in number as that is, if the difperfed Jews might all be gathered together into 
one place : And who knows whaewe may (fomeofus) yet live to fee ?’The Jars 
l lav is Apoc.iljpt ten promifeth great matters to fall out within thefe three or four 
yeers. 

f r er[e 9. And I will fow them among the people ] Scatter them indeed, but for an 
excellent pmpofe, that they may bring forth fruit to God : and be a bleffed means 
of bringing in thefulncffe of the Gentiles harveft. Some Linde of the knowledge • 
of God was diffufed by the Jews wherever they came ; and when at length the Gof. 
pci was preached by the ApoftJes, they firft dealt with the Jews (who had tbeir Sy¬ 
nagogues in all places) as it was neceffary A cl. 13.46. that as they had been tie 
onely people ofGod, fo now they might be the firft inyited guefls. This invita¬ 
tion when they put from them, and fo judged themfclvcs unworthy oft tern al life, 
what remained but that die halt and the blinde Gentiles fliould be fetcht in frera 
the high wayes and hedges, that fo Gods houfe might be full. So then their dif- 
perfion was txfemmatiou : and their exile opened & gate for theGofpcl. Hence a), 
foie is called c/>*trnW a dijfcminat /«/, or Mattering : as when a man foweth feed 
abroad. 1 Tct 1.1. Iam.1.1. 

and they fhall remember me in far countries'] Saint Patti tcftifieth'tliat the .twelve 
tribes inftantly ferved God day and night Act. 26 .7. a great deal better, doubt- 
lefle, then they do at this day ; being as reverend in their Synagogues, .as 
SpecEuropt grammer-boyes are at fchool when their Matter is abfenr, faith an cyc’wic- 
nefle. ; 

and they fhall live wit h their children , and turn again] They or their poftcrity JhaL 
impart ' , ds P romifcs bear a long date many times, anti the belecving Hebrews are told 

that they had need of patience , or tolerance : that after they had done the will of God, 

, ~ and fuffered it too, if need be, they might receive ike promife. 1 -Icb.10.: 6. And they 

c •*-** are further exhorted to run with patience the race that is fet before them wherein 
he that beleeveth maketh not hatt, but can want and wait for what he wittier!), 
till God pleafe: being defirous rather that God may beglorified then himfelf grati¬ 
fied, if both may not ftand together. 

‘ .. r r : r f e T °* 1 will bring them again alfo out of the land of Egypt] whither they fled 

Cfiap.a. * , r .* r , Babylonians Jcr.gg. and where it feems they became.a mighty peo¬ 

ple, if that be true which Iofephiu writeth, viz,. that Ptclomic Phi/.idctpb fentiaik 

* ‘ ,ai3 


Chap.io. the Trophecie of Zachariah. 

cn hundred and twenty thoufandof them into Judea, and by that royal I benefi¬ 
cence obtained the feventy Scniours to be lent by Elca<.,tr the High-prwtt for the 
tranfhting of the He brew Bible into Greek. His liicceflour Ptoiom.tus Lit burr's 
was nothing lo com reous : for he flew 50000. of them with unheard-of cruelty : 
and made the living devour the dead. * ^ ‘ 

and gather them out of /Iffy ria ; whither the ten tribes were carried captive and 
Scattered all abroad through the one hundred twenty and levcn province , as 
wan fiiggcttcd to the king Eflh. 3. S. 

mid I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon j that iv, into Tudea 
( the bounds whereof were Lcbantts and Gilead ) a figure of the Church, that 
land of delights. See Cant. 4. 1 , 8. Gods Hcphfibah if a. 61. 4. 0 prad.iram 
iilam dice u lam ? when fhall it once be? The comfort is, God can make a nation 
conceive and b* ing forth, both in one day Efay 66. 8 . O pray, pray, pray as 
Pfal. 14. 7. and as the poor Jews pray at this day, Let thy kingdom come fpcldi/y , 

and even in our dajes. w 5 J 

Verfe 11. And he (ball pajfe thorough the feature. ] who fhall ? The people for 
want of room e, faith Junius', they fhall enlarge their quarters into Egypr, A tty- : 
ria and other nations tubduing them to Chntt. God lhall ( fay others and I think 1 
better) he fhalifdghc the lea, and miraculoufly deliver his people, as once he did 
actheredfea, which threatened to fwallow tnem, but God made it to preferve 
them. He will remove all rubs and Remora's, ail ohfladcs and impediments: Nei¬ 
ther Egypt, nor Afiyria fhail be able to hinder what God will have done. S -e 
Ifa. it. 15. The miiunderttanding of this and the like texts to this, might haply 
occafion thatunhappineffe that befell the Jews in Greet Anno 434, phe devil! 
under the name of Mofes (whom he perlonated ) pcriwaded thole poor creatures, 
that he was lent from God, to bring them home againe to their own countrey! 
This they foon bcleeved ( as they arc wondroir, apt to work theinlelves into the 
feoles paradife ofa fubhme dotage ) and . leaving all their good to others, fol¬ 
lowed this Hducci-f who had lpcncawhole ycer in travelling over the countrey 
for the purpolc ) together with their wives and child: en to the top of a ttocp rock 
that hung over the ka. Thither when they were come, this mo. o. \Efts com¬ 
manded chem to wrar> their heads in their upprr garments, and fo to th.ov them- 
felves from the rock toward the fca, affuring them of a fafe paffage. 1 hey rea¬ 
dily obeyed him : and in that foi t pcriflieda great many of rhem. And mo- c had 
followed,buc that (as God would have it) feme Ch. iftian fifhermcn, being there 
atthat inliant, tock upforne of them as they were fluting upon the waves and 
ready to perifh : who afterwards returning to the rett of the J ws, told*hem 
how they had been cheated, and how nar . owly they had escaped ; whcreupi n - 
they being ail enragedas they had reafon ) foughc tor this Seducer to put him to 
death. But when he could not poflioly be found any whcie, they foon concluded 
that it was the very dcvill that old mamjltyer: and diverie o! them, moved by 
this calamity, became Chriftians. The Jews generally beieevc that their Mcfilas 
when he commcth fliall dofuch miracles as Mofes wrought at the red lea. T hey 
tell us alfo that in the time of the Maccabees, ] iverfe Jews that Had fled into Greece j 
paffed through the narrow fca of Propontis , that runs betwixt Chaiccdcn and Con - j 
ftantinople , to go back into their own countrey. 

and all the dee pcs of the rivers fl/ill dry up] Asonce Jordan did before fofbuah 
and the people : andas/ict/. 16 . 12. Euphrates fhall do before thole If nr s eft h 
Eafi, which fomc make to be the Eaftcrn Jews and the drying up of Euphrates, 
to be the downfall of the Turkifli Empire. Event will be the bell interpreter* £ 
When all’s done. 7 ' 

Verfe 12 . And I will flrcngthcn them in the Lord] that i-, in Chrift the head of 
the Churches: for by his own firength Jhall no man prevailed faith holy Hannah 
\ Sam. 2. 9. and without me ye can do nothing, faith Chrift the true vine, from ] 
whom wc have both the bud of good defire s, the blcflom of good rcfolu:io>-, and 
the fruit of good aftions. Only we mult fetch our ftreneth by faith from Chrift : 
and pray as Efay 51.9. Awake,awakc, put ou ftrcngtb, O arm of the Lord. 

and they fhall walk-in his name] i. c. in his ftrengih and to his glory. See that 
fvveet promife I fa, 40. 29,30,31. See alfo the Note above on verfe 6. 
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CHAP. XL 


L'.b . lir vcV. 

J1I'i. C,lj>- I 2‘ 

1<‘ lKni;l> 

l.vra C i.ilahi. 

1. 4 - ‘ -8 


f'rfi I. S^Pe* tl ydoors 0 Lib.ivot: This chapter is no Icffe commlaatcrj, then 
VJThe two former had been Cor.f into y. The tartnefie ot the threate¬ 
ning makech men belt tail the iweetneffe ot the PomiL. Sovvrc and fweet make 
the belt fawce : Promilcs and threatnings mingled, ic rve to keep the heart in the 
belt temper. Hypocrites cacthac the Proimles, as children do at fweet-meats 
rtnd Puff clieT.ilive.' therewith a pillow as :t were, that they may fin more fccurel 
L. H-ie the; clove they a: e given to under ltand, chat God will lobe mercifullto 
th e penitent, as that he will hy no meanes cleare the gui.ty. That’s the Iaffc letter 
jn G.-ds name Exu.i. -4. 7. and mult nevej be Im gotten. It is fit the wicked 
fhoul.i lie f: .rcwarned or their uangcr ; and the god y forearmed. This chapter 
h ngs over Jer^sa in a-, that blazmg-ftarr in the f *rm ota bloody (word is laid to 
1 ■ - fiouc for a whole y-.cres-fpacc, a littlebeRrc thatlait ddWebon otir, tbacis 
hen ! retold five hundred yeers bclorc it fell out. 

*h r * i/y <to-.nO [ n u.ir.'Hi\ i. c. lay open thou thy felf to utter ruinc ; for it is 
d v. • ir;:i .;■*!, . i.i cannot beavoided. Lebanon was the confine oftlie count: cy on 
diathde, wiur.-by the Romans made their fvft irrupt.on, a, by an ink? Doors 
! ■■■ g. tes ar.: .'.ttributed to this forreft ■ bccaufe agamft Lcb.sr.ns isfet A-awbamts 
:-r..,wc. mountain; which is joyned unto italic were with a certain wall: fo 
that i!;eL vm;«r.d arc narrow pulagc»ar.d gates kept fon,crimes of ;be kings of 
l'e.fia oy a Ipeciall officer. Nth. 2 S. and fortified by nature : yet not lo n r,g- 
h'i but that the Romanes brake in this way, and much waded the for: HI n;em- 
plny the tree, for the befieging ot Jerulalem ; as fifty 14 8. The ChJiee Para- 
phruttby Lebanon here underitandcth the l en.ple, which was built of the Cedars 
oi Lib.incH : and Batch, 17. 3. Lebanon is put for Jerufiilcm : which alfo had 

in it that houfcol the foirellot Lebanon, built by.V.V9««» 1 Kina. 7. 1. where¬ 
in he had both his throne of judgement v t r. 7. and hi. armonry chap. ,0. 17 
So that by Lebanon may be very well meant die whole countrey ot Ji dca: but cf- 
pccially the city and Tcmnle, tliciion gates whereof opened th- mfelves of their 
own accoi d, that had not been open in f.-vsn veers befo e: and could fcarcc be 
flint by twenty men, la th fohphts. 1 his fell out not long before the city was 
taken by Titus, wherenp; -n A\.i'7 < ‘/on.nh.m the foil of Z..,Li cryed our, Envati. 
UnhnsZuch .rU, ILhoid the Pn-phdie of Z ch.rn lulfilled : for he foretold 
tins, that thi. temple mould be burnt, end that the gates theicol fhould firftbc 
opened. 

th.itTj.vfn-m.tr det ottr thy Cedars] Warr is as a fire, tint feedeth upon the 
people ijsi. <). ly. or like as an hungry man ihat-.heth &c. t cr. 20. there is in 
warr no incalurcor fatiety of blood. The Greek word fo wa.r fiunili-th math 
blooey T he Hebrew word, d, v wring and eating of men, ns they cat h; cad. The 
J.aci ncEcUum. .!- In Unis, it deifroyes the Lord as well as t h-. ; loldl, the cedar 
as well a- the flimb. Tnmberl.tr.es coach hoiIIs were u noneicd kiny*-. Adorn- 
rczccks dogs, lev enty kings gathering crumbs under lvs tc.de. Let fire co»vc out 
of the bramble, and devour the Cedars of Lebanon I/. yy < Jh 7 v that is Lee fire 
come out fioni Abimehcb, and devour the men d S’< ■. 7 n. ver 20. 

ferfez Howiv fir.rtc that is ye of lower rank : or \e meaner cirves. tbofc 
daughters of lc:ulalem, that felt the Roman*: force : •>' rake npa loud out-cry, 

a doleful ditty after the manner of thole that arc car ri. }\ nptiv' by the civ.mv- 
rj ‘‘J\ I ' 7 1 _ n° r d^rcthiy,that carried > s av.ay cav-t ve, icq long: 

?nu tncy that wefted us, ^tiioAtitmuUa-.ts nos, that threw ts on hv tv. ' Co 

.endreth stonier l/.t. 25. 2. } or thole that made usKv. ' ■ -Maws r.cjfri, 

'( fo Si. brat Hi r) rcijuired of us mirth 

beranft all thr an play are ft oiled' the magnifier/- Uk in-.n of rower ac they 
are railed / 7 . 7 .^ 76. 5. float hearted and every way able lor courage and 

riciie> ; which..fc take away the life of the owners, and exp Je them to 1 pule; 
as every man defiveth to lop the t‘ce that hath thick and large boughs and branches. 

bonh 


o‘ power a c they 
:- r o, courage and 



CHAPiil. theTi^^k ^ Zachariah; : 

kmiiojioakgsofBa/b'arrt Og, ibuntrejr, •WBo^oiiR.ttin^'or-ake iiiiS^ ^*'*-''- ^ 
of Gyants Dm. $. 11, Tie lews fable,- that he efcapedjnbhe flood b»-riai «0 > :; 

aftnde on _the ArJc By the oaks of his countrey nndefftand, tbe’ftrbng ^I" ' ' ' 

erament. The Cnaldee rendrech it SatYapepmimikrHmf yc protinciail GoVer- 

fartbcf.mMtbm^el Or ihe-defencedforreft, vU. of Lebanon i ,• 

Icrufalero *« Teemed impregnable,. Bat at lehgtfifiStte down rmr &i i cMme 
as a^^cedar that-istfelled % i-Mightj Oni Efij 16;. J^Dtad, hewed its Way 4 bf 
roagh a - wood or forreft of men in a minote of nme*oiffthe month bfamtede- 
nngpeece, otfometacb,warlike engine. , 'Wfhynpfflf fiiferd is once fharpenefti 
it makes a.fore flaughter: it contemheth the rbd TE«4 21. 10 «. d.whx 
does this filly rod do here'? thefelefler and lighter judgements ? iet mecomM 
make work among)! them : down with thelc oakes, down with J tliis •defti&W 
rorreit &c. .y-r ' -. J y-y, :?/; ' 

Pf 3 - * 1 * v ^ceof thejjotvling of the Jbcpbeards‘2 Pastes potemiVtote '* hd 

tjuefantHr. The lofttnefe ofmanjball be bowed down i and the' Hknthiine^e 
/ball be made low : and the Lord alone jhall be Exalted in'that day The fhe v 

pheards were grown. foolifli w. i 5 . IdoUflicpheards^ i 7 . they^Eftyi.17. 
other mftrutncncs butforetpes & mHlZtr.am the fiieares and the miik-oaxle - their 
were become greedy dogs, which could never have enough (they were hekof Efa y 56 -m 
the bulimy or appentuihamnus ) yea they were as fo many yong lions rafoping ahd 
ravening, as it is here; and Eyck* 1 91, 3. s Botfc Princes and Priefts were tuf^ Pfal 78-72 
nedtyrantsand lhftead of feeding the peoplein the integrity of tbeir hearts, and 7 ‘ 7 ’ 
guiding them with the skilfulnefle of their hands, prey 'd upon them and pluck# the 
skin from off them, and th cir fle flb from off their bones Jbffoiy, 2. ^ i ' 7 # v 
forthe pride of lerdan is{polled} the fwelling of lordan' dryed up bvthe-Rb- 
mans a fHierome interprets it: Or the proud and {lately! raiaccs and pblTeffiona 
that the great Ones had gotten upon the banks oflordan for fruitfulriefle and plea- ^ 
lance, as a Laptde y Or.; the numerous and pi olid nation-of the -Ie ws likned to 
the yearly overflowing of Iordan, whereof-lec 40 - IO sc 

Diodate. - . s . •' J 

, , ^^ 4 . Thus fath the Lord my God, Feed the fiockjfflaUghti^ folatqly puL 
ledoutofthejawesoithofelions « r . > with Am.^ 12. ahd^t deftined to - . 
dcftmAion by the Romans, thofe Raptores Orbit ( their former Mfervation be- ' 
ing but a refervadon to future mifehief )for their defperace obftinacy and incottL 
giblenelfe. - . .... 

feed them] /aith God to tbe Prophets: for their ordinary fhepheards have caft 
off all care of their good. Tell them what evill will betide thdn, unlefie they 
repent: forewarn them to flee from the wrath to come: to take courfe that M 
they may cfcapc all thefe things that fliall come to paffei O tlfe ^dodnefle ofGod Lt£« ,5 
to a nation fo fhamelefly, fo lawlefly wicked l Bcfides himfelf- the Shepheard of 
Ifrael that led Ioftph like a fioc!^ Pfitl. 80. 1. and' neglefted no good office’of 
leeking and feeding them*' of handling and healing them, of wafhing them and 
watching oyer them &c. how carefull was he ever to raife them up feveh ibe^ ' 

T r * s **i *&* principal men, , till at length be fent the man Chrift Jefus who is / 

the chiefof ten thou/and, the chief Shephiard as St. Peter calls hin^-l £ptf. 5 AIL 
thatOne and only Shepheard, as Solomon Ecclef 12. 11. that gtcat Shepheard of 
the ftieep, as Paul Heb, 13. 20. who.'came to look up the lofbIhecp of the houfe 
of fIntel, whom (to move companion and affcdion ) hehere calleth the jheip of 
(laughter, untill the time prefixed for their rotall difperfion, bv rcakln’df thWf 1 
ingratitude. .7-7V. 7" * 

. whof' Pofefoufs fay them] "flaying- their skin from offthebirettin^ 

!t| ei a “C” 1 ? Breaking their bones; &c. Afic. feeding th 9 mielve^ahd% 6 c 
the flock of God E*e^. 34. i, as if they had been Lords ovef^dds: heri¬ 
tage 1 Per. 5 . 3. Owners and Pofleflours as hctepyehprecio vel piamio : and i§; 

Was^°P e anCl **** Curi * RomaM * Proyfer^ 

i *^k°ldtkemfclvcnetguilty] Non tbdmifelyeai'^thW ?7 - 

are not found guilty by others. Such an illimited pfofyer over Gods people they r 

fl b b 2 ' havo. 
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~ ' , hivcufurped, atiftheym^tttfethema£ thOT ple^iffCV “ d nev ^ e '¥^l#»- ‘ 

oncd, or punifhcd fotftheTanie • but (cape Icotfrcc. jThis was the extrei&ty^dF 
/ tyranny; fuch as the crfiellSpaniards excrcife over the poor Indians : thcy-fnpi 

<*:•. uofe they (hew the wretches great fav our,- when .ihcy^ff rfffft, v for their pleafure^ * -- 

whip them with cords * and day by day drop their nakedhodies with burning ba- 
WorUencom- con ; whichis one of the leaflcruelties thejfiafiifrupomt&m^^ T ’ ■ 

, faffed bySfF. and they that-feUthemJ Sell them for flaves#-whomthey <wght^>redeenir^ 
Orth S 3 - ther wi th their own blood ) and grow rich by'them :v-befog greedy; of filthy lucre; 

‘not without Joule blafphjemy^gainft God, whom they entitle to their - riches- la<rfe^ 
legiondy and moft theeitilhlygotten; wbileft they fa^ _ A . 

, .-blefed be the Lord , for I dmfiich'} Deogratiah, Blefled be God is a very goodfay. 

fog, aftd was much in Attfiins mouth. But as the fountain of goodnefle will nottpe^ f 
laden at with unwalhen hands: fo fair words from a foul -mouth, arc infinitely dif- 
Pfil.22.3. f pleafing to him that inhabiteththe praifesof. Ifrael. Hypocrites are not Unfitly 

% ■ compared to Monkies, that have the graveft countenances of all creatures; but are • • 
’fi y uncdTantly doing tnifehief: dr to the Harpies,’ that are faid to have Virgins faces, 
Vultures tallons- Mel in ore , verba IdftU: Eel in cordeffransin fattis. 'Pfiarifecs, 
uhderpretence of long prayers, devoured widdows houfes Mat.13.14. whiles their ^ 
lips leemedto pray or praife God, they were but chewing and champing Tome * 

J fweet morfel fnatqbt from the flock, but fawced with ; thewrath of God jobza. 

See how our Saviour TetS' them out ihtheir coloursir;i 4 ^* f * s 3 * I 5 > I ^» 2 ?‘^- 
Such fair profdTours,. but foul Tinners were itheir prfedefceflours, Efay66.$. who 
1 when they had done evil as they could, thought to falve all by faying, Let theft. 
Lord be glorified. And fuch*alfo are their Succeffours, The Pope and htsipllowerk .; 
Verpatm Da plane fisht y fa£ta verb dtaboli (faidonc once to Pope Innocent the third 1 U 
... . preaching peace but fowing difeord^ you fpeak J like a God^Tmt do like a dive): 

wherefore you (hall (receive the greater damnation. When o'nc of our perfecting 
Biflidps read the fenterice of excommunication againft a certain Martyrand bc- 
AS, end Mon. gan as the ufual form was, In the name of God, Amen, theMartyr cryed but, you 
begin in a wrong name. And it grew to a common proverb,- In nomine Dei incipit 
omne malum. All inifehief begins on that minct.Gcntihs that impious Anti-Trinita¬ 
rian gave our,' that he fufferea fort he glory of the mofi High God. Bechet the Arch- /-* 
h traitour pretended to fubmit to his Soveraign, blit with tlpsfalfe referve. Salvo ; 
honor ? Dei. The Swcnckfcldians cnticuled tfiemfelves the ebnfeffours of the glory >. 
of Chrift. And ConradUeFbrfiius his late monger hath DeDeo in the front ^-and Av 4 
thcifme and blafphemy in the text. ] ^ V .. ^ ^ 1 ! 

and their oicon fhepheards pitty them not] Which yet theyw^^co ba^ve done, had 1 
. " they had never fo much right and reafon to deftroy therh^^rnihepKeard hath his 

' w . v name from friendly feeding .* in Greek from earneft defire and love to the fiheep,. 

David when he was hunted-from Samuel the prophet ,he fleeth to Abimdlech ttit 
Prieft: as one that knew Juftice and Companion fhould dwell in thole breafiy ? 
that are confecrated to God and his people; But thefe fhepheards through wadt 
of Gods holy fear Iob.6.i+ had brawny breafts, hornyTiearc-firings, foeirhearo 
1 firfi; turned Into earth. and mud, did afterwards freeze in to ft eeland tfdajmTnt: 

2 Pet.2.24. enried children they were, having their hearts exercifcd 'wnh coveioj^M^ 

, cruelty. "•• • ; 1 - i . 

£ . , : ycrfe6.Forl will no more tytty the inhdifthntsof thelMd^fOt furely^^dno 

mdte &e. Afcareful fentencci written in bloodl and breatjaing out nothfo^dpc 
utter defirndtioUj D<*w^’knew what he did,' when he chofe.’ rather to fait ; i®b the 
hand of the Lord; then ofmen. For his mercies aremauy, ;apd it foonre^eritshim 
Prov.i 2 io. concjexning his fervants .* but the tender mercicf ofihe wic'ked are cruel^Thofe 
fhepheards, iff the former verfe were grievouswoWes4 


doorby/fr^^S^BeTnotthdu^T^ouf^untb^me^O faiffthas^^ 
then I care fiot,i£hough jyU thc wdnd^frown upon me, andj letigaidh^^ 3 
be to Lo-rrutmab, the people: of Gods-wrath, and of his curfcTh?^^^ 
out o£ler.i 6 .i 3. that GodsT wifl fhew you no favour, was worfotftW# 
you out of this land. 


Chap.ii. theTrophecie of Zachariah. 5^ 

I will deliver the men'] Heb. I will make them to be found, pulling them out of 
their flatting holes, and lurking places. Hvil fiiall hunt the violent man todelhoy 
him. Pfd.i 40.11. 

every one tn:o his neighbours hindT\ As into the hang-mans hand. This was ful- , . , , 
filled, cfpecially during thefiege by the fed it ions within the walls of Jcrufalcm, 
one man proving a wolf, nay a devil to another. anil’o'. 

and into the hand of h:s kmg\ The Jloman Hmperour, who difcJaimed indeed the 
name of a king to avoid the hatred of the people^ and yet e.vcrcifcd the full power 
of kings both at home and abroad. Thefe iews firft fubdued by the Romans and 
reduced into a province, did afterwards rebel (though they had onceinoppofiri- 
on to Chrift cryed out, we have no king but ( ef t-,-') and were therefore, alter five 
moneths fiege utterly ruined : 1 or what with extremity offaiiiine. and what 
with the fury of the fword, there peri filed in jcrufalcm, and in the province ad-y-tyh. oli 
joyning , as E;:f:bius affirms about 600000. able men to bear armes. Or as Jo- fnj?r& 
fcpbru holds, who was an eye-witneffe, and prelcnt in the war, there died 1 100000. 
belides others taken captive, to the number of *77000. 

and 1 will finite the bud) So that it hath lain, as it were bed-ridden ever 
fmce. 

l r erfe 7. And will ifcal the flocbpf jlafghtcr, even you, O poor of the fieclf2 Or, as 
Al.ncannn-cadcth it, for you, for your fakes, O poor of the flock, i.e. O ye that 
are poor in fpirit, pure in heart, iny little berk- flock, as our Saviours cxnre/iion is 
in Lnhe. liven for your fakes will \ yet for a rime (pare the reprobate goatc-s, feeding 
them bv my Prophets, and provoking them to repentance. The word and Sa¬ 
craments, and all Gods common temporal favours are, in refpett of external 
participation, communicated to Reprobates by way of Cor.comii.wcy oncly.* be- 
caufe tiicy are intermixed with the iilecT. Thus tares mingled among wheat, par¬ 
take of the fat of the land, and moyfture of the manure, which was not intended 
for them. 

and I tookjfnt0 me two jl.ive.Q vi:.. That I might therewith do the office of a 
Ihepheardand yet in more then an ordinary manner. Tor fhepheards com¬ 
monly carry but one fiaife, or crook: or, at mofi, but a fraflre on their (boulders, 
and a rod in their hands, as David ihewsin his Paiforal I’j.sL z?.i. But here arc 
two Raves raken to (hew, fiiith Mr. Calvin , that God would fitrpafle all the care^ • ‘ 

and pains of men, in governing that people. 

the one I called Brattty^ and the other I called Bauds ' 1 Wlmt thefe two fhould mean, 
much adoc is made among Interpreters. Some are for the two Covenants: O- 
chers for the two Teftaments: Others for the order ■ of shrills preaching, fweec 
and mild at firfi, terrible and full ofthreatnings at lafi, as appearechin A la .24. 

24, 35. But what a wildc conceit was that of Anth -ny Arch-Bifliop of l'lorcncc, 

who underfiood the words of 7 >^.o/;.v.and his Order; conftruing them thus.- /, 

that is God to >k. unto me two (Lives viz,. Beauty^ that is, the Order of Preachers, fAfi.Froph. 

and Bonds, that is, the Order of Minorites, who are girt with a cord ? The 3 [ c f 23- 

founder fort of hxpofitours make it to be a figure, of the two waves which? 

Chrift ufeth at all times in feeding of his Church ; the one by love, guid.ng them 1 
by his word and Spirit.- the other by Icvcrity, puniining them by the cruel hand 
of their enemies. SecEf.ty io.y. Thus i r .uaU:x a DtuJ.ue &c. And .that this is the 
truefenfe, faith A Lapide , it appeareth : Tirft, becauic this oracle of the Prophet is 
of the time to come, and not of the time pail. Secondly the event, (that beft in¬ 
terpreter of prophecies) maketh for it. Tor firft Gods govcmmr-n r of the com¬ 
mon-wealth ef Ifrael was beautiful, and gentle in the time of the Maccabees, and 
of Chrift : and then terrible and deftrucTorv, in the time of the Romans, of Ae- 
70, Fcfpafian^ Adrian&c. Thirdly bccaule that a iirrlc after the Prophet faith, 
that he brake both the ftaves, that isJic utterly rejefted the Jews, and brought 
his wrath upon them to the utmoft, which cannot be meant of any oilier time 
then that of Chrift, and of 7 it ns. Hfpecialiy fmce (in the fourth place ) the Pro- . 
phet dedarcch Vcrfc tt,. that the /? of Iicauty was broken at the death of Chrift, 
for their unworthy felling and flaughtering of him, as if he had been Ionic Have 
orbafe perfon, 

and'I fed the fioclQ q.d. I did my part by them. Thy deftruftion therefore is 
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Chap 0 ii 


ofthyfelf, Olfrael. England is a mighty ^Animal (faith a Politician) which can 
never die, except it killic lelf. The lame might be much more laid of thejewifli 
Common-wealth, which Iofephus truely and trimly calleth a Theocratia 0 r a 
Gad-govcmmcni for the form and firft conftitution of it.-and Alofes in thisrefped 
magnifieth that nation above all other Dent. 4.6,7. 

Verfe: 8 • Three (hepheards alfa 1 cutoff in one moneth] That is, in a fhort time 
I took away and difplaced even by the heathen Princes, many proud princes, and 
Prieits fuch as were Aicncl.im, Jffon the Ariffobuli ,/•/ ircani, Annas, ( aiaphas, and 
others : Or, 1 removed thofe three forts of (hepheards of the old Law, viz.. Princes 
Prophets and Priefts. Thus Thcodorct and Vat.iblm. Dioclttc underfhinds the text 
of the three chief Empires that had tyrannized over the people,^. 6,3, and 12 10. 
Namely the Caldean, Perfian, and Grecian Empire, which were deftroyed , by 
the Son of God, Dan. 2.45. But they do belt in mine opinion, thatbytheie 
three fhepheards underltand thofe three feds among the Jews at Chrifts coming in 
the flelh ; viz.. Pharifees, Sadduces, and Elfenes : whereof, though the Pharilecs 
were the belt, and moit exadfor the outward obfervation of the Law, yet arc 
they in the Gofpel for their putid hypocrify, frit fharply taxed by our Saviour 
( after the Baptift) and then plainly rejeded, and evcnfenc to hell by a chain-fhot 
of eight links ofwoes A/at. 23. 

and my [on l loathed them] Or, was taken off from thcm,OV was (trait ned for tlera ; be- 
caufe I favv that they received my grace in vain, and confidered not of my care 
for their good. Theodor ton and Svmmackus render it Amnia men ex animat a eft, 1 am 
d : fpm ted as it were, and even dilheartened to do any more for them. 

and their foul alfo abhorred me] And fo they became God-haters as 'If pm. 1.30. 
-Jiosuyfii and therefore hateful to God Tit . 3. 3• hateful as hell (fo the word imports) yea 

&y*79i. more, and worfe, for hell is but an effed of Gods iuftice : but wickednefle is a 


r= IrJ 


breach of his Law. The Prophet here feemeth to allude to thofe murmurers in 
the wildernefle, that difdainfully cryed out, Our foul loathctli this light bread 
Nam. 2T. 5. Let Gods fervants take heed how they hang loofe toward him and 
rT2\ /? / ,ca ’ hy dil * ulc and dircont:inuance of a duty, there grow upon them an alienation of 

aff.‘dtion,a fccret difrelifhing and naufeating at that which we oughtmoft deeply to 
- \ * LO / tLn 7 ' affeA ’ and ducly t0 P erform * Surely as loathing of meat and difficulty of breath- 
Z. cl, 10 ' *' t5* ing are two f y m P coines of a flck body.-lo arc careiefneffe of hearing, and irklomnefs 

of praying two fure fignes of a fick foul. 

jr *fe 9 • Then [aid I, I will not feed you'd ^ ow the wrath of the Lord arofea- 
r‘ fr 1 gftinfl: his people, fothac there was no remedy, as 2 Chron.36.16. Now his de¬ 

cree brought forth Zcph. 2. 2. Nowhegrowes implacable, inexorable, peremp¬ 
tory. Wherein ncverthelelTe the Lord might very well break forth into that 
fpeech of the Heathen fmperour, when he was to pafle lentence upon a malefa- 
ctour. Non nift coallus , 1 would not do this, if 1 could do otherwife. Chrift could 
not tell Ierufalem without tears, that her day of grace was expired, that herde- 
ftrudion was determined. As a woman brings noc forth without pain as a bee 
flings not, till provoked : fo neither doth God proceed againft a finfull people or 
perfon, till there be an abfolute neceflity; left his truth and juftice fliouid be 
queftioned and flighted. SccE^ck, 12. 22, 23, 24, 25. Fury * not in God, till 
Ffal.so.ii. our fins put thunderbolts into his hands: and then, who k?;oweih the power cf his 

Ef.33.14. anger? who can abide with everlafting burnings ? If he but cafta man off as here, 

and relinquifh the care of him, he is utterly undone. Saul found it fo andcom- 

1 Sam.28.15. plaines dolefully ( but without pitty ) that God had forfaken him, and the Phi- 

liftines were upon him:all miferies and mifchiefcamerufhinginto him,as byaflucc. 
Let us fo carry matters, that God may not abandon us: that he may not refufe 
to feed us, and take the charge of us as a fhepheard. He yet offereth vs this mer¬ 
cy, as Alexandc did thofe lip warred againft, while the lamp burned. 

that that dieth, let it die] viz,, of the murraine, or peflilence. For man being 
m honour, if God but blow upon him, abideth not, but is like the bcafts that peri(h, 
pc corib us mortichm , faith Trcmelltm the beafts that die of the murrain. Vntablns 
thinks peflilence, fword and famine, are here threatened under the names of 
death, of cutting off, and of devouring one another* All which befell the 
tefradiaryjews in the lafl fiege : the hiftory whereof will make any mans heart 

bleed 
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CfiAP.11. the ‘Propbecie of Zacliariah. 

bleed within him, that hath but the leaftfpark of grace, or good nature. Jt wenc 
hard with them, when the re(l, that the peftilence and fword had left, fell to 
catimr the fiejb one of another ■ when the mother killed and boylcd the dead body 
of her harmlcfle fuckling, and eating the one half, referved the other for ano¬ 
ther time. Behold 0 Lord , and conjider to whom thou luff done this ? faith the 
prophet: Shall the women eat their fruit and children of a [pan long ? Oh the Lam.::: 
misery, or rather mock of mans life 1 And oh, the venemous nature of finne, that 
moves God (who is not /woaVSfaw®'* a man-hater, but delights in mercy) to deal 
fo feverely with his poor creature. 

Verge 10. And I took my ftaffe even Beauty, and cut it afundcr] In token that 
he had caft off his office of fhepherd, he breaks his ftaffc the enfigne and inflru- 
ment of his office; and this in token that he had broke his covenant which bee had 
made with all the people | i.e. with all the tribes of Jfrael, which were as fomany 
fcvcrall peoples, Over whom God had reigr.ed ( but now rejedted ) and in whom 
He delighted more then in all the nations of the world befides. The Saints are called 
sill things, Colof 1. 20. becauie they are of more worth then a world of wicked 
me n,Hib. 11.38. And the Jews have a faying, thatthofe feventy fouls that went 
with Jacob into Egypt, were as much as all the feventy Nations in the world. What 
great account God once made of them above others, fee Efay 43. 3,4. Df/^.33.29. 

But now behold they are difearded, and dilcovenantcd : I have broken my covenant , 
and ( vtr. 11.) it was broken in that day ] that is, in the day that they put them- 
fclvcs out of my prccindts, 1 put them out of my protection. That peace that I 
bad granted to my people, that they fhould bee no more molefted by any 
ftrangc Nation ( which was verified from the cime of the Maccabees till a little be¬ 
fore the coming of Chrift) fhall now be forfeited. The glory is departed, the 
Beauty broken in pieces, the golden head of the pidlure, Religion defaced, and 
good order banifhed : all things out of order both in Church and tate, ■ for fo they 
were when Chrift came to bn o\Vn, and his o\\m received him not : he found them in 
Dothan , that is, in Vrfettion , as lofcph found his brethren) therefore he now dif- 
owns and difavowes them as much as once he did when they had made a golden 
calf. Thy people which thou krottghteft out of the land of Egypt have corrupted 
themfelves, faith God to Mo/cs-, upon whom he now fathereth them, asif he had Excd.327 
never been in covenant with them. Danaus upon this Text condudeth, that the* 

Jews are now ftrangers from the covenant of God : and that this is hereby confir- * 
med, for that they are without Baptifme, the fe.nl of the covenant. 

Verfe 11. And it was broken in that day 1 When they filled up the meafure of 
their fathers finnes, and added this to all their other evils, that they crucified the 
Lord of glory: the Mediatour of the new Covenant, Heb. 12.24. Now they were, 
by an irrevocable decree, to bear their iniquities, and to know Gods breach of 
promile, as once was threatened to their faithleffe fathers, Num. 14. 24. 

and fo the poor of the flock] *. e: the lowly and meek, the Apoftlesand other Mar.n.19 
of -mfdomes children , theie all juftified her, and glorified God when they faw his 
feverity againft their refradtary countreymcn, and themfelves fwcetly fecurcd and Eufeh.Hij}, 
provided for at Pella. See the Note on-yci-yi- 7. 

that waited upon me | Heb. that obferved me, by obeying my precepts. Pagnine 
rendreth it, Quicuftodiunt me, fc. as their moft precious treafure, wherein they 
hold themfelves very happy, and wealthy, though otherwife poor and indi- 


JCnew that it was the word of the Lord] Were fenfible of Gods heavy difplea- 
fure upon the land j which others paffed by as a , common occurrence, or a chance 
of war. The Eleft made benefit of that generall vifitation : and acknowledged 
that the warres moved by the Romans were the effedtsof Gods providence, accor¬ 
ding to the ancient prophecies. This the rich and noble ( whofe hearts were tat as 
greafe, Pfal. 119. 70. ffEti animas etiam incarnaverunt, who were defperately bard 


*nd bruitifh ) took no notice of. 

Verfe 12. If ye think, good, give me my price] Pay me for my pains, lay mee 
down my ftiepherds wages. Is not the labourer worthy of his hire ? Shall i be for¬ 
ced to fay of you as my fervant David of N abal, that unthankful! churl; Surely 
* n vain have 1 kept all that this fclloW had in the wildernefs,Jo that nothing was mi fid 1 25.21 
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of all that pertained unto him, and he hath requited me evil for good . If God will 
be Davids fhepherd, David will dwell in Gods houfe to all perpetuity, Pfal. 23.1 6 
If the Lord deal bountifully with him, he will fit down and bethink himfelf wbac 
to render unco the Lord for all his benefits, P/al. 116.7, 12. A Chriftian counts 
all that he can do for God, byway of retribution, but a little of that much he 
could beteem him: and thinks nothing more unbefeeming himfelf, then to receive 
the grace of God in vain. His two mites of thankfulnefie and obedience, he dailv 
prefents: and then cries out as the poor Grecian did to the Emperour, I/I had a 
better prefent, thou ftjouldft be fare of it. But Ingratitude is a grave,* which re¬ 
ceives all the bodies ( the benefits ) that arc put into it; but will render none up a" 
gain, without a miracle. Hence that pallionate cxpoftularion, Dent. 3 2. 6. Do ve 
thus requite the Lord, O ye foolifli people and unvvife ? Sic etiam ftomachos'e lo¬ 
quitur Dchs hoc loco , faith Calvin upon this text : i. c. So likewife doth the Lord 
here in high difplcaiure and with greatanimoficy, or ffomach beipeakhis people 
Give me my wages howfoever: or, if ma, forbear till l fetch it, till I recover it- 
you (hall be fure to pay then, not the debt oncly, but the charges likewife : I will 
be paid both for my pains and patience too. In the mean fpace I 'need you not nor 
care for your wages ; for I am no hireling, &rc. 

So they weighed for my price, thirty pieces of fiver 1 that is, thirty flickefs or 
findings. The price of a flain fervnncs life, Exod. 31. 22. ibis they weighed 
as the manner of paying money then was, Gen. 23. 10. jcr.* 2 9. But the*' heaved 
their hands very high, it feems, when they valued the Lord Chriffat fo vile a rate 
See Mat. 26.15. with the Note. 

I'erfe 13. Caft itttntothe potter ] q. d Do they deal with me as with feme fori 
did iwineherd ? Do they award me leffe then Careers wages? throw'c away let 
the potter take it : and let us fee how many tiles he can afford us for it, to repair 
the roof of the Temple. Their undervaluing and vilipending of me in tin's fort 
is notonely injurious, but contumelious .• it is to turn my glory intofiiarne • to fpet 
in my face: or to ufe me as homely as Rachel did her fa idlers gods, whichVhe laid 
among the litter, and fat upon. ~ 

A goodly price that 1 was valued at of them ] So he called) it by an Irony or a 
holy jear. Poor Jofeph was fold for leffe ; for twenty pieces of lilver Gen. 27. 28. 
They fold the juft one for fiver, and the poor fa r a pair of /boas ’Amos ■» 6 

The Hebrews tell us thatofthofe twenty fhekels, every of the ten brethren had 

two to buy ffoocs for his feet. 1 he Jews chat bought Clirilt for thirty pieces of fib 
ver (this goodly price) of the tray tour that fold him, were them felves afterwards 
( by a juft hand of God upon them ) bought and fold thirty of them for a penv 
by the Romans, ad xlludendum, faith mine Authour, fora fcorn to their Nation. 
God loves to retaliate, and tofetche feales even; mens cruelty in the one and 
their reward in the other. If we be at any time under-rated by the world ( as we 
are fure to be ; for the world knows us not , i Job. 3. 2.) what fo great matter is it 
fith Chriff himfelf was no more fet by ? We muff be concent to paffe to heaven 
(as he did) as concealed men. It muff fuffice us, that our precious faith ffiall bee 
found to praife, honour, and glory at that great fair-day: when ail fardleslhall 
be opened, and our belt wares expofed to publike view. 

and caft them to the potter J l gave them for the paters field, as the Lord ap¬ 
pointed me, faith the Evangeliff, expounding the Prophet, and applying the words 
to Chnft who is hereby alfo proved to be Cod. so true is that oblervation of 
Divines, that the old Teftamentis both explained and fulfilled in the New bv an 
happy harmony. * 3 

in the houfe of the Lord ] That thereby he might the more fiiarply prick the 
Prieffs: whofecare it ought to have been, chat God ffiould be better prized by the 
people, and his fervice better obferved. 

Verfe 14. Then 1 cut afunder mine other ft. iff e, even Bands 1 Or, Binders : the 
the bond of unity, fayfome: by fending a fpirit of perverfities among them, ftitfi, 

that was which made way for the ruine of Egypt, Efay 19.14,1 6, 17. But fee 
ror the fence hereof what is noted on verfe 7. of this chapter. God feems to fay, 
that he will now no more govern this people in rpildneffe and clemency : nor yen 
exerene his Inepnerdly feverity in faving corrections and vificacions, as formerly 
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CHAP. XII. 

Verfei. *T" 1 HE burden of the Word of the Lord ] That is, a declaration of his 
X mind and counfell for Ifraels comfort, and his enemies confufion. 

To thclfrael of God it is onus fine oncre, fuch a burden as the wings are to the' , 
bird, a burdenleffe burden. To the enemies, a burdenfome ftone, verfe ?. heavier 
then the fand of the fea. Job 6. 3. . ’ 1 3 * WKt 

For jfrael 1 Not, againft Ifrael, though Calvin fo taketh it: and by Pfrael 
underftandeth the ten tribes, and tho/c other captives that, loth to leave thofc 
honfes they had built, and thofe gardes they had planted Babylon, hr. 29. 5. 
neglefted to return to Jerufalem for fear of the Samaritans and other ill neighbours 
whole ruine is therefore here foretold by three excellent fimilitudes, afterli {lately 
preamble, drawn 1. From the power of God, whereby he (trctchcth forth the 
heavens, that huge expanfe, as a curtain, or as a molten looking-glafle. 2. From Job 37.18 
the wifdome of God, in Uying the foundation of the earth, and hanging it by }° b2tJ -7 
Geometry, as we fay, in the midflof heaven, like Archimedes his pigeon equally 
poized with its own weight. 3 1 i 


Terra piU fimilis, tmllo fnlciminc nix a. 
Acre fub)eElotam grave pendet onus. 


Ovid. Fafl.J.S 


3* From the goodneffeof God, who formeth the jpirit of man within him'] who 
hath made us thefcfouls, Efay^y. 16. which he doth daily create and infufe 
into mens bodies5 yea and that alone, without any help of their parents: 
hencedice is called the.Father of fiirits, Heb. 12. 9. and the fpiritof a dyin<* 
man is laid to return to God chat gave it, Ecclefi 12. 7. This laft text con¬ 
vinced Auguftiue (who held fometime, with Origen, that the foul as well as 
the body was begotten by the parents ) farre more then the peremptory rafti¬ 
ng of Vincentius ViElor : who cenfurcd boldly the Fathers unrefolvedncffe, 

( when hee doubted concerning the originall of a rationall foul ) and vaunted cbemtaiint. 
that he would prove by demonftration, that fouls are created de novo , by God. 

Arifiotle (Natures chief Secretary) was much puzled about this point of the 
foul: which indeed cannot fully bee conceived of, nor defined by man. Onely 
this we can fay, that the foul as it comes from God, foit is like him; vh. One 
immaterial!,immortal!, underftanding Spirit.- diftinguifht into three Powers, which 
all make up one Spirit. 

Vtrfe 2. Behold, I will make jerufalem a cup of trembling ] Or, fl timber , or 
poyfon. A Metaphor taken from a cup of generous wine, buc empoyfoned ; fo 
that chofe that drink of it, do prefcntly tremble, grow giddy, fieepy, fick as heart 
can hold. Poyfon in wine works more furioufly. Thou haft made us to drink the 
wme of giddinefc , faith the Church, Pfal. 60. 3. In the hand of the Lord ts a cup, 

*nd the wine is red , it is full mixed , c re. The Prophet here feems to allude to 

Jer. 25. 15. Efay 29. 8. Jer. 51.7. Ovid faith of the river Gall its, that whofo 1 

drinketh of it runneth mad immediatly. Hicrom telleth of a Lake ncer Naples, , 

whereinto if a dog be thrown he prefently dieth. The like is reported by J ofephtts 

of the Lake A/phaltitcs. Jerufalem fliall be a murthering morfcll to thofc that 

fwallow it. Bis meat in his bowels is turned , it is the gall op t.fpcs within him . Hee 

hath fwallowed down her fpoil, and he {hall vomit it up again : God psall rake it Job 20.14,15 

out of hu belly : He {hall have as little joy of his tid-bits, of his fweet draughts, 

as Jonathan had of his honey : whereof he had no fooncr cafted, but his head was 

forfeited. Pliny fpeakethof a kind of honey that poyfoneth : bccaufe it is fucked * 

out of poyfonous flowers. Our Chronicler telleth us, that at Alvelana three miles Sicti ' I2I °’ 

from Lisbon, many of our Englifti fouldiers under the Earl of EJfex periflied, by 

eating of honey, purpofejy left in the houfes, and fpiced with poyfon. Theene- 
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mies of the Church make a dangerous advcnture,they are even ambitious of deftru- 
ftion: they run co meet their banc, asdidthofe Philiftines at Mizpeh, i Sam,y. 
And had they but fo much wit as Pilats wife in a dream, they would take heed 
of having any thing to do with thofc juft men, of eating up Gods people as they eat 
bread, Vjal. 14.4. of bowfinginthe bowlcs of the Sandhiary with Balt ajar, who 
fell thereupon into a trembling, fo that his ioyns were loofed, and his knees knockt 
one again ft another. 

rfhen they fljall be in the ftege ] And fo about to do their laft and worft again ft the 
Church. The people of Rome was fiepe pralio villus, nunejuam hello, faich Blarin'. 
they loft many battles, but were never overcome in a fee warre: at the laft, at the 
long-runnc, as they fay, they ctuftied all their enemies: fo doth the Church. See 
pjal. 129. thorowout: and the ftorv of the Maccabees. 

J'crfe 3. I will make JcruJalctn aburdenfome ftone \ Such a ftone as that where¬ 
with the woman brake Abimelcch his brainpan, at the tower of ihcbez, Judg. 9. 
55. He had flain all his brethren upon one ftone, vtrfc 5. he receives therefore his 
deaths-wound by a ftone: and that by the hand of a woman, which was his greateft 
grief. The like death befell Pyrrhus, king ot Epirotes, llain at the liege of Argos, 
with a tyle thrown by a woman from the wall. So was Earl Simon Mount fort , that 
bloody pcrfecutour of the Albigcnfcs in 1 ranee. A woman dhcharged an engine 
at him, from the walls of Yholoufe, and by a ftone parted his head from his (boul¬ 
ders. The virgin daughter of Zion (hall do as much as all this comes .to for her 
befiegei'S : though all the people of the earth be gathered together agaiaft her. T or 
why ? (he hath a ftrong championjtliat, in maintaining her quarrdl, will dafii them 
to pieces, and grind them to powder, Luke 20. 18. They arc no more able to (land 
before him, then a glaftfe-botde before a cannon-flioc, Hence her confidence, her 
laughing and (baking her head by way of derifion at her ftouteft enemies, Efay 37, 
22. She knows that all chat burden themfelves with her (hall be cut in pieces. 
I famans wife could tell fo njuch. If Mordccai ( fnidfhe) be of the feed of the 
Jews, before whom thou haft begun to fall, thou (halt not prevail againft him, but 
(halt furcly fall before him. A Jew may-fall before a Ferfian, and get up and pre¬ 
vail. but if a Pcrfian, or whofoever of the (Jentiles begin to Jail before a Jew, he 
can neither flay, nor rife. There is an invifible hand of omnipotency that ftrikes in 
for his own .* and confounds their oppofites. That little ftone cut out without hinds, 
( Chrifts humane nature is called a tabemr.de not made with hands . not of this buil¬ 
ding, Jleb. 9.11. that is, not by an ordinary courfe of generation ) Jmicetb the 
four mighty Monarchies, and crumbleth them to crattle, Dan. 2.34. Hicrom upon 
this text ( and after him other Interpreters, both Ancient and Modern ) tell us that 
the Holy Ghoft here alludcth to a cer tain excrcife, or game, ufed much among the 
Jews, namely to take up a great round ftone for the triall of a mans ftrength • lifting 
it up from die ground,fometimes to the knees,ibmetimes to their navels, lbmetimcs to 
their breads, and fometimes as high as their heads, or above their heads. At which 
fporE many times they did grievoufty hurt themfelves, or at Icaft fcarify and make 
cuts in their fie(h. See Lcvit. 21.5. where the fame word is ufed* The Churches 
enemies (hall ftrive, and try who fhall do her mod hurt: but the ftouteft of them 
all (hall be fooled and foiled in the end. The irrepairable ruine of Rome is graphi¬ 
cally deferibed and even fee forth to the eye ( Rev. 18. 21.) by a notable grada¬ 
tion. An Angel, a mighty Angel taketh a ftone, a great ftone, which lie not 
onely cafteth, butthrufteth into the bottom of the fca, whence it cannot beboyed 
up. This Angel might well be Luther , ( with iiis book de captivitate Baby Ionic a : 
confer Jer. 51. 63.) whom God ftrangely preferved from the rage of Rome and 
Hell.- like as he did from that deadly danger by the fall of a ftone, whereof Mr. 
Box writeththus. “Upon a time, faith He, when Lather was fitting in a certain 
“ place upon a (tool ftudying; a great ftone there was in the Vault over his head 
* 6 where he fate : which being ftaid miraculoufly fo long as lie was fitting, afleon 
“ as hee was up, immediately fell upon the place where he fat, able to have 
“ cru(ht him in pieces, if it had light upon him. but no malice of man or 
devil could antedate his end a minute, whileft his Ivlafter had work for him 
to do: as the two witnefles could not bee killed till their bufineffe was dif- 
patchcd. Re v. 11.7. 

Vcrfi 


Chaf.iz. the Trophecie 0 /" Zachariah. 

Vcrfc 4. / will [mite every horfe with aftonifbment | Great is the ftrengthofttie 
horie and the rage of his rider .- 'Jehu marched furioufly ; Baja^et the great Turk 
of his fierce and firious riding, was (urnamed Gilderunox Lightening - But God 
can make the Egyptians to appear men,and not Gods,and their horfes fle(h,and not 
ipirit: TVben the Lord fhall butftretch out his hand.( and that's no hard matter of 
notion ) both he that hclpeth fhall fall, and he that is ho/pen (hall fall down and 
they fhall all faile together Efay 31. 3 . See Pful.yA. 5, 6. An . horfe is a’ vain 
* thing for (afety , though a warlike creature full of.terrour; butfafecy or viftor/ 
is of the Lord Pro. 21. 31. In nothing be terrified, faith the Apoftie Philip. 1. >. / 
TheGieek word is a metaphor from horfes when they tremble and are fore af¬ 
frighted : as it fell out in the Phililtines army, when the Angels madcabuftle 
among the mulbcry-trecs 2 Sam. 5. 24. in the Syrians army, when the Angels 
likewilc made an'hairy-noife in the ayre, of charrets, of horfes, and ofagTeat 
hoft 2 King. 7. 6. in the army of Sennacherib, when at God s foie rebuke both 
the chantt and horfe were caft into a deadfleep Pfal. 76. 6 . Laftly in the German 
wars aga-nft Zifca and the Huflitcs in Eohemia : where God (mot every horfe 
with ailoniihment, and. his rider with madneflfc; fuchapanick terrour feized 
upon the enemies of the truth, though they came in with three potent armies 
at once, that they fled before ever they-looked the enemy in the face. How 
this Prophcfie was iicterally fulfilled to the Alaccabces, fee 2 Mac. 10. 50. 

and l will open mine eyes upon the houfe of Judah] who before feemed to wink 
or to be sfl:cp. AVv will l aW'akp, faith the Lord, NoWr win 1 arife , now will i J 
lift up ?r.y Jc/fi for the relief and relcue of iny poor people: and that becaufe 
they called them mitcafts, laying. This is Zion Whom no man looketh after Icr. 30. 17. 

Verfe 5. And the Governours of Judah] The Dukes of Chkfctair.es : meaning the 
Mr.cccibcs, who ware not any kingly crown, but were only Governours, Rulers > 
Commanders in chief, fuch as went before others: like as in the Alphabet Aleph 
is the firft letter: So, 1 


Pfal. 33. : 7 ; 


Parer Atedul, 
htft. Profan. 
78 s. 


Omega noftrorum Mors eft, Mars Alpha m.ilorum . 

Saith the Poet wittily. 

fhall fay in their heart sj i. c. (hall fay heartily, from the root of the heart and 
not from the roof of the mouth only. Profeflion of the truth and prayer ( for fo 
(bme make this vcrfc to be ) arc not a labour of the lips, but a travel of the heart. 
The voice which is made in the mouth is nothing fo fweet, as that which comes 
forn the depth of the breft. As in inftrument-mufick, the deeper and hollower 
the belly of the Lute or Viol! is, the pleafantcr is the found ; the fleeter, the more 
gratingandha fh in our cares. 

the inhabitants oflcru/alem fhall be my ftrength] Though now there be few 
found in it: yet it fhall be muchrepeoplcd and fortified: fo that, under God, it 
(hall be a fortrefle to the whole countrey j and the Governours (hall fo take it to 
be. Or thus, 

there is ftrength to me and to the inhabitants of Jerufalem in the Lord of Hofts 
their God. J Every governour fhall fay fo for his own particular. (And thifi 
feemes tome to be the better reading ) TheMaccabesdid io as appeared by their 
pofy ( whereofbefore) their prayers, and their Angular fucccfte, as appearesby 
their hiftory, and by J ofephtts. Deo confift , nunejuam confufi , They that truft in 
God (hall never be confounded. Our fathers trufted in thec^nd they were delive¬ 
red. O truftye in the Lord for ever : for in the Lord Jehovah is ever lifting ftrength . 
Look not down on the rufhing and roaring ftreames, left ye grow giddy : bun 
look up to the heavens from whence comes your help, and faften by farth on Gods 
power and promifes. Faith unfeined breeds hope unfaileable, fuch as never mif- 
carrieth. O truft in him at all times ye people &c. pf a L 62. for with God is wif- 
dome and ftrength lob u. 13. Plutarch faith of the Scythians that they have-net- 
her wine nor mufick: bntthey have Gods. Say that the Saints have nei- 
then P aU WCr ’ nor polllc y as their enemies, yet they have all in God who is more 

Krfe6. In that day will l make the governours &c. ] This is the third fimili- 
C tc tudeg 
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<iAn Expofition on Ch.ap.iz. 

litude, whereof the feripture is full: according to that, I will open~myffifffifJ n 
parables &c. Thefe are of excellent ufe to adorn and explain: and yet they arc 
evermore inferiour to the matter in hand. They are borrowed from things well 
known, and cafy to be conceivedas here from an harth of fire among wood f N 0w 
we can all tell how great a matter ( or wood) a little fire kindlcth lam. 3/5. 
when Aft™, for his pleafures fake fet Rome on fire, among other ftately buildings 
that were quickly burnt down, the Circus or race-yard was one : being about half 
a mile in length, of an ovall form with rowes of feats one above another, capable 
ofatleaftan hundred and fifty thoufand fpeftatours, without uncivil fhoulde- ^ 
rings. As the fire burneth a wood : and as the flame fetteth the mountains on fire " 
So perfecute them with thy tempeft : and make them afiaid with thy ftormc, faith the 
Church Pfal. 83. 14, 15. Thus they pray’d, and thus it is here promifed : and 
was accordingly performed in thofe firft warrs of the Maccabees: as appeareth in 
the firft book of their ftory, and in Jofephus. Biodate and other? underftand this 
text of the Apoftles and Evangelifts, who fhould fill the world with wars and 
diffentions by preaching the Gofpell Luke 1 a.49. whereby the enemies fhould be 
ruinated, andthechurch reeftablifhed Obad. 18. thorough the ipirit of jud^cm-nt 
and of burning Efaj 4. 4. To which purpofe Chryfoftome faith, that Peter 
was a man made of fire walking amongft ftubble. Bafil was compared toa pillar 
of fire. John Baptifi is by our faviour faid to be a burning and a fhinin^ lamp. 
And Eliah{ in whofe fpirit the Baptifi: came) was a man of that tranlcenderr 
zeale, that to heighten the expreifion thereof, fomehave legendedof him that 
when he drew his mothers breafts,he was feen to fuck in fire. 

and lerttfalemfballbe inhabited again in her own place ] fc. where fhe was built 
at fhft and not in another ncarc place, as Tyrus was; and Rome is at this day 
quite off her old feven hills .* fo that a man may look for Rome in Rome. And 
lcrufalem that now is hath mount Calvary in the very middeft of it ( which was 
anciently without the city ) and not one hundred families of lews are therein to be 
found. That they fhall one day cafi: out therchcnce Gog and Magog, inhabit it 
in.the old place, and haveexcellcntftrength and valour mimftred by God to them 
all equally for their common defence, none lifting up themfelvcs above another! 
but all alike afcribing the glory unto God, is concluded by lome { and thofc not in. 
confiderable ) Divines out of this and the following verfes. 

Verfe 7. The Lord alfo flail five the tents of Judah firft] Or as at firfi, fc. when 
they came out of Egypt, and had no ftrong holds to take to f or their defence. 
Lord, (tilth Mofes, ) thouhaft been our dwelling-place in all generations P/4/.90 I. 

He was fo of old, and ever will be .• the faith whereof made the fathers well con* 
tent to dwell m tents n. 13. and thofe holy Recba bites ler. s<. 7, 8. till 
Nebuchadnezzar came up into the land ver. 11. But here God promifeth code- 
liver thofe Jews that dwelt in the open fields, without the citv: andthenafter- 
wards to deliver Rrufilem it fe!f from the rage of the Antiochi ; and fohe did 
( 1 Wlaccab. ) in a wonderfull manner: they were helped indeed with a little help 
Ban. 11. 34, to take away boafting; as itfolloweth. L 

that the glory of the houfc of David &c. j that is, the glorious houfe of David, 

/ r f orioUS m ^ al> itants oflerufalem, by an Hypallage. Non eft gloriofior po - 
pulusjub coe/o, c/uam Judaic us. There is not a more vainglorious people under 
heaven then the Jews are faith Alfted. They were fo of old I oh. 8. 33. M at. 3. 
vf, 5ni f 7s are faid to be impudent braggers .• and extremely proud in the iow- 
_? b u- *°/ Cu ™:» fo are the Jews. But God will teach them better things, and 
make him that glorieth glory in the Lord 1 Cor. 1.31. 

far ** t sj t ^ Lor ^ d e f e *d Profecjtiitur eandem fextent tarn 

• I! l ft C He P roceedcs in tbe f° rnier argument, to affure the feeble lews (as 
S«»baUat that proud haughty fcorner called them Nth. 4. 2. ) offafety and pro- 

r V m KT l b c f e the ri § hteous: with favour will he compafle them as 
5 ? f „ r 111 e J, , Now there 15 no commingat the body but thorough the fhield, 
well handled; nocomming at the Saints, but through Gods own fides, as I 
Mr,! tf* t carc f bbis people as on Eagles wings Exod. 19. 4* Dent. 32. ii.* 
a S lec a rr i cs her yong upon her wings (and not between her talons as 
other birds do)fothat they cannot be foot, but thorough the body of the old 
' . one,. 
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one. Oh the d;gnity and fatety of a Saint 1 Well might Mofes fing, Happy 
a -rt thou O If rad : W'ho is like unto thee , O people \ Javcd by the Lord, the ftjitld of 
tty h.lpy and who is the f word of thine excellency i and thine enemies fit all be found 
liars unto thee, and thou Jbalt tread upon their high places. Let all that would be Deur. 3- 
1-indeed, as in a tower of brafife, or town of warr, labour to be found written 
among the living in’iflfufalem If a. 4. 3. to be of-the Church of the firft-born 
w-lrch are enrolled in heaven Neb. 12. 23. like as in Ierufalem vvere records kept 
of the names ofall the citizens Pfal. 48. 3. Get under Gods wing, and nothing 
can annoy thcc. A? if he be angry, where fhall a man fhelter ? Brallc and iron 
can ftnee him againfl: a bullet or a lword : but if he be to be cafi: into a furnace of 
• fire, it would help to torment him : if into a pit of water, to fink him. Now 
our God is a confirming fire Hub. 12. 29. and his breath a ftream of*briniftonc 
jfia. 30. 33* To run from him to other refuge, is but for a man to run his head 
into a barrel v‘f gunpowder, for a fhcltcr againft the force of a fire kindled over 
him. 

. and he that is fcble among them ] So that he cannot ft and but flagger ( as the 
word importeth ) as did Miles Cobclitc a ChrilUan fouldicr fore wounded, fo that 
he reeled like a drunken man and fell down diverfc times, for want of ftrength. 

Thit man drawing nigh co Amurath the third king of Turks,as he was viewing' the 
dead nodi's after a bloody fight, making as if he would have craved his life of him, 

Suddenly Itabbed him in the bottomc of his belly with a fhort dagger which he had 
under his fouldicrs coat; of which wound that great king and conquerour prefent- J ‘ “ c * 
ly died. 

(hall be as David~\ who was a mighty man of valour ( as Hnfl.ti told A’fiihm 
and bid him beware 2 Sam. 17. 8. ) and had fuch a band of worthies about him, 
as were not to be matched 2 Sam. 23. 8. Thefe had a houfc by themfelvcs to 


dwell and cxercifc feats of arrnes : as Lyra gathcreth out of Neh. 3. 16. where 
mention is made of the hou'c of the mighty. The Maccabcs ( flighted as ah J efts ) 
did greater exploits and got greater vict iries then David had done : and the con¬ 
dition of this poor people was to be fhortly after {fc. under the preaching of 
Chrifts gofpel) far better and happier then ever it had been under the ric b and 
flourifhmgkingdomeof David-, for then they fhould be able t<* lay, Gods grace 
is fufficient f-T me: his ftrength is made perfeft in my wcakncfTe. I will t;lory in 
mine infirmities, that rhe power of Chrift may reft upon rpc: for when I am 
weak, then I am ftrong. I can do all things, fuffer all things thorough Chrift that 
ftrengtheneth me. The wcakjsallfay 1 am ftrong Ioel 3.10 And indeed how can 
they be otherwife, that have a mighty ftrong God Efay 9. 6. a ftrong word, the 
Lords own arme, the poWer of God tofnlvati&n Rom. 1. 16. All. 20. 32» a ftrong 
fpirit 2 Tim. 1. 7. ftrong confolations Hcb. 6. 18. ftrong armour both offen- Prov * * s - 
five anddefenfive Eph. 6^ xS. and the name of the Lord as a ftrong tower where- 
unto the righteous run and arc lafe, and where waiting upon the Lord they re¬ 
new their ftrength, they mount up \\>ith Wings as Eagles , or rather as Angels. 

for the houfc of Dzvtd/ball be as God m the AngeU of the Lord before them 2 z. e. 

As Chrift the Angell of Gods prefence, and that went before the people in the 
xvilderncffe. Such were thofe of the blood-royail, and that fuccccdcd David in 
the government: but cfpecially fuch were the Apoftles, Chrifts Mighties, who 
fhould be endued with fo many graces in majefty. Authority, Strength, and truth, 
that men fhould receive them ( "Cornelius like ) as fo many Angels of God , yea even 


as ChriflJefusGal % ^.\^. 

Verfe 9. 1 will feel^ to deftroy} I will makeinquifition and diligent ferutiny : 

I will draw them out of their lurking-places to execution : as Saul went to feek 
David upon the rocks of the wild-goats ; thofehigh, ftccp and craggy rocks,which lSjm242 
could not but be very tedious both to himfelf, and to his louldiers to march in : 

But he was fet upon J t, and would leave no place unfcarchcd. See his charge to 
the Ziphitcs to take knowledge of all the lurking-holes where he hid himfelf, and 
to bring him word that he mightfeckhim thorough all the thoufands of Judah 
.1 <S47w.23.23.The Lord need not do fo,to find out his enemiesjfor in him they live, 
moveand fubfift Col. 1. 17. they arc everundcr his view, and within his reach. 

Hefittcth upon tbe circle of the earth If. 4°- - 2 '* and can cafily fhake them out 
of it, as by a canvaffc. Yca.hc fits in the height of heaven, and wherein they deale 
C cc 2 proudly 
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proudly , he is above them Exod. 18.11. difclofing their cabinct-counfels, a s he did 
Benhadads; and blading their defignes. . 

to deft ray all nations God ftands not upon multitudes ; he takes not the tenth 
. man, but deftrojes all nations, be tliey never lb many of them that come againft 
Icrutaiem, that oppofe or aftront his people, either with their virulent tongues 
or violent hand. 0 . When a rabble of rebels fhall fet ihemfclVcs againft the Lord 
and againft his Chrift, his my fticall Chrift the Church, hf will utterly deftroy 
Mercer. them • the word figmficth he will deftroy them at nihil relicjttttm mam at, that 
there fhall be no remainder of them. Woe therefore to the Churches enemies- 
for their deftruftion ever goes with the iaints falvation Philip. 1 . 28,29. Efay 8 9 \ 
Pro. 11. 8. Gods jealoufie Zacb.i. 14. and juftice 2 T hi ft. 1.6. will effeftitJurely 
feverely, fuddenly. “ 

V'erfe 10. And I will pour upon the houfe of DavieQ 7 W as by whole naile¬ 
rs; God is no penny-father ; no (mail gifts I'allfiomfogicat a hand ; lie gives 
liberally /.ow.T.15. and is rich to all that call upon his name Rom. 10/12. abun¬ 
dant m kindnclle Exod. 34. <j. plenteous in mercy .pjal. 103. 8. the grace of 
vr^S'srAsS' our Lord Jefus Chrift hath over-abounded , hath overflowed all the banks 1 Tim. 
van. 1. 14. indeed it haih neither bank nor bottom. Oh pray for that blilfe-full 

CightEpb. 1.18.and 3.18,ip,that Spirit ofwifdome and revelation. 

of grace and of implications'] Or deprecations of that utter deftruaionthat 
fhall befall oilier nations. God will fave his people, butfoas by prayer Pfal. 
gz. 6. 2 Chron. 7. 14. Zach % 13. 9. he will grace his own ordinance, draw 
many fuitours, and derive many prayfes to himiclf. Sec Ezik. 36. 37. Pfal. 
y o. if. and 116. 2. Some render it a fpirit of grace and of lamentations,,/c. before 
Ktfnv oyti- the Lord,when they felt the uailes, wherewith they had pierced Chrift, pricking 

ottv T t i /^p- their own hearts y#/. 2. 37. punctually pricking and piercing them, 

J>V. and they {hall look upon me whom they haue pierced j Dacaru, whom they have 

d ggered or digged, as Pfal. 22. id. him they fhall look upon and lament. 
Urn ■ 7 ' *y<= (h » 11 their heart; for the eye is the inltrumem 

• * both of fight and of lorrow; and what the eye never fees the heart never rues. 
The Sun looketh upon the earth, draweeh up vapours thence, and diftilleth them 
down agam lo doth the Sun of the undemanding. which till it be convinced, 
the heart cannot be compunfted. Sight of fin muft precede forrow For fin. The 
The prodigall came to himfelf ere Tie repented of hi, Ioofe praftifes, men muft 
bet bin k themfe Ives, or bring backjo their hearts ( as the Hebrew hath it 1 King. 8. 
47.,) ere they will fay, We have finned and dealt pirverfely we have committed 
wickcdnefTe. See ler. 8. 6. Pfal. 38. 18. An infant in the womb crycs not be¬ 
ef “(c he lees not; but as foon as it comes into the light, he fees up his note. Get 
therefore your eyes anointed witheyc-falve, with this fpirit of grace and fuppli- 
cations ; fo fhall you fo^.n fee (faith Mr .Bradford martyr ) your face fonll arrayed 
and lo fhamcfulljfaucy, mangy, pocky, andicabbed, that/ou cannot but before 
at the contemplation thereof. It is the fpirit that convinced) the world of fin- 
neither can the waters till hssKindbloweth Pfal. 1 47 . 1 8 . A figh is not breathed out 
tor fin, till the fpirit imbreath the fame into us. 

and they fhall mourn for him] Or, for it, viz., for their crucifying the Lord of 
glory in their forefathers, and having a great hand in it thcmfelvcs; fith their and 
our fins were thorns and nails that pierced him, the lance that let out his heart- 
blood&c. We bound him with cords; we beat him with rods j buflfettedhim 
with fills rev,led him with our mouths, nodded at him with our heads, &c. 
We were the chiefaftours and principal caufes, that fet awork Judas , P Hat &c. 
Uh itand a while with the devout women, and fee him bleeding, groaning, 
dy mg, by the wounds that we gave him; and mourn affeftionarly over him,as here. 
they fhall mourn] with fuch outward pomp and rites as arc ufed at fune rails t as 

bating the breafls, flakfog die head, and the like external! 
gclturesand exprefiions of heavmeffe. 

and {ball be in Utttneftl by inwardnelTe of extream grief: as when Davids 
heart was leavened with it Vfal. 7J . 2I . it was fowred with goodly forrow, and 
lowced in the (cares of true repentance. So Veter went forth and wcpt'bitterly 
4 • 15. waters ofMarah flowed from Adarj Aiagdalens eyes, which were 
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were as a fountain for Chr ills feyt : hwe forrow was deep and down-right oro 
ducuig repentance nevei^ berepented Qf ; The forrow we conceive for an un- 
kindnefle; ojfcred to Chr,ft mull not .be. tight Wd .Mden, bat fad and foaking: 
like fhat o.f.the Ifrachtcs m<& at Mizpefi; when they drew Water before the Lord 
1 Sam, wbereun ^fo Vxoptot,fcrem; feemeth to allude, when he fed- 
onflywiteh thathish^d, werewAtcrs;^c. Ur. 9, I. and David with his ri 
vers of €<**■«/»/*. 11^136-. His hem .W foft and foluble: now foftneffcof 
heart discovers fin; as the: Iteruo abroad, andfeejn biggeflin wetpaper * and 
as when the Cockatrice eggeis crufhcd,itbreakes forth into a viper lfa c 0 c 
Now to make and kespishff heart foft and tender the confideration ofChrifts 
dolorous; paftibn rouftneed* be fingulac ufe and efficacy: as the fieht oiCefars 
bloody robes brought forth, greatly affeifted the people of Rom? and edged 
.them to revenge. The hardeft heart fdundly foaked in the blood of Chrift (the 
true fcape^goat J cannot but relent and repeotfor fuch a horrid villany 

as onemourncthfer his mely fon-for. bE firft born] fc. witha^ fumralUorrow : 
fuch as was that of thcSunamite, and of the widdow of Nairn, of Rachel who re* 
fufed to be comforted frc. There is an Ocean of love in a fathers heart: aswefee 
m Jacob, toward fofifbjn David touatds Abfolam, in the father of the Prodigall 
Sec. Chrift was Gods only fon in refped: of his divine natureshe was alfo the firfi- 
bornamongft .many brethren- And yc iGod fo loved the world &c. So ? how? 
So as I cannot tell how: for this is a Sic without a Sic H t : Even fo fhouldour 
forrow be, for having a wicked hand in his dolorous death. The Prophet here 
ieemes to be at a ftand as it were, whence to borrow comparifons to fhaddow it 
out by. Great is the grief of children for their deceafed parents, as of Jofeph for 
Jacob Gen. jo. 1. he fell upon his fathers face, as willing to have wept him alive 
So our Edward the firft returning from the warrs in Paleftina, 
refted himfelf m Sicily : wneretbe dcathofhisfou andheir comming firft to his 
care, and afterwards of the king his father, faemtich more forrowedhis father* 
departure, then his Tons : whereat King Charles of Sicily greatly marvelled, and c 
demanding the reafon* bad of him, this anfwer: The loRc of fans is but ligbr 5 
becaufc they are multiplied everyday: but the death of parents is irremediable’ 
becaufc they can never be had againe. Thus He, Howbeit, love rather defee/ 
then afeendeth, and Abraham could better part with his father Terah. t\\tn 
With hisfon^ hisoniy fon Jfaac whom he loved GY». . 21. 2. Before he had birti- 
Tord Gedy laid Abraham* -what wilt thou give me fo. long as J gee childleffe His G 

mouth was fo out oftaft with the fcnle of his want, that he could relifh no com¬ 
fort. ■ But now to be bereft of him, and that in fuch a manner, as he mieht con¬ 
ceive by that probatory precept Gen. 22. 2. this muft needs go to the very heart 
of him, for though he had put on grace, yet he had not put off nature. Both 
Jacob and Jacobs father ( as Junius undcrftandech chat paflage Gen. 37, 35; ) Wept 
wvourly for lofeph, and would go down into the grave unto their fon mourninv. 

; r “ e K ls » tbat tbe loffc . of fome wife may be greater then the Ioffe of fome fon' 

( Abraham came from his own teDt to Sarah's tent to mourn for her Gen. 22. i. 
and fhe was the firft that we read of in feripture mourned for) but the Pro¬ 
phet here fpeaketh of the mourning of husband and wife together • andthevcin 
lofe no greater outward bleffing, then their firft.bom, if an onely-one cfpecialiy. 

Ve T/ l ,r t( l at there be a great mourningin ]cmfalem) Magniftca- 

bnur luHus ( fo the Hebrew hath it) their mourning fhall be ereatened their 
heavineffe heightened, they fhall rife in their repentance above all that is ordina- 
ty. The Caluifts and Schoolmen affirme forrow for fin to be the <»reateft of all 
forrowes.i. I nconatu: the whole foule feemes to fend fprings into it, outofeve- 
ry faculty. 2. I» extenfione : It is a fpring which in this life more or leffe is con¬ 
tinually dropping : neither would God have the wounds of godly 'forrow to be 
io clofedupatall, as not to bleed afrefh upon every good occafion. 3. Uappreci - 
doth e ver judge that a good God offcnded,a Saviour 
crucified, fhould bethe prime caufe of greateft grief. 4. I n intenftone, forinten- 
ion oftfV^//«»c<r |n th e will; there being no other things with which, or for 
which the will is more difpleafed with its felf, then for finning againft ©od. S Z 
here xs^more caufe of grief, fay they , for finning, then for the death of Chrift: * 
C c c 3 becaufc 
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bee an fe therein viasaliquid placets, but fin is fmpliciter difplicens . But is it nor anA 
Iy mourning, may fome fay, unlefle it be fo great ? I anfwer, chat other monm ' 
mg may make more noife, like a daftiing fhoure of rain, or a lan^flood rh^r 
by a finall (hallow channel comes down from an hill. When a man mourns Zl 
his cneiy fon, or the like, this comes from God as a judgement; it comes down 
hill as it were, hath nature to work with it, and nothing to hinder it • bur 
M coim mournin S a «d melting over thrift, is as a ftream that goeth up hill, and through 

many reeds and flagges, as a Reverend man exprefleth it. f 

as themourning of Hadadrimmon in the valley of Megiddon] Where good ?ofi a [ 
was flamy and where the people faw (to their unl'peakable grief, and heart-break'I 
family. Church and Common-wealth pluckt up by the roots, in the lofle of that 
one man, who was the very breath of all their nofirtls y as Jeremiah fadly ackowled* 
eth in his Lamentations conipofed on that very occafion, and when he died 
^1 their prolpenty here died With him ; and themfclves were no better then living 
Ghofts walking fepulchers of themfelves: a being they had, but not a life? 

-mxhumi * b °? '? 1 f lVe " W i‘ h tbeir fin g er > fcl1 <1°™ to the 

derepente ftr- earth » as they had been planet-ftruck,as BmUus fpeaketh of the French courti- 
ptrtf,demos ers at the death of Le&es the twelfth. When ^uguflus died, orbit ruinam timue- 
ejf, diems. ramus Mx^Patercnlus, we thought all had been loft, and that the world would 
have fallen about our ears. When our Edward the lixth (that fccond JoCiah) was 
taken away, Cardan fung this (orrowfui Epkedion; 

F/ete nefas magnum , fed toto flebitis orbe 
Mortales^ veftrunm corns omuts honos, 

,J"{’ 11,1 ,hc f h -t“ mounel Not the generality of the Jews (un- 

‘fif beat general converfion, that region frL ,he dead, asitis 

called Xflw.11 .15 •) but the elell according to grace, who are here called the land 
bccaufcmorcefteemedbyGodchen all the other Jews befides.- for he reckoned.' 
ofmen by their righreoufneffe, as he did of Lu at Sodom. 

,h7Zl am ‘‘c " F %‘\ T° <he , w the l ou ndneffe of their forrow, the fincerity by 
, the fecrecy: for Illedoletvere qttifnetefte dolet. He grieves with a witnefle ^ hat 

fnH- ,C dT 1I r 0U |, l:a ? r ' tneffc ' Thcreisa worldly forrow thathardeneth theh’eart: 
and ind.fpofeth It for repentance; as did that of Nabal. There is alfo an hcllifh 
is nn^rr a |, defp i er3te Snctf0 . r fl ?’ Premia Ifcariotiea, as was that of Judas. There 
. ! ?° b without travel: but fome children die in the birth .- are killed with the 

1 * 177 " f a T ° f r he 'i b T' Laftl y> there is a farrow accord,as re Gad, whereby we weep 
«*„.aco,. 7 kindy after God, inquiring the way to Zion, with our fae’es fet thi ZZ7 

dILpVTJ 5 °“ r r C0Ve ™ nt >-50 4, 5 . odgainjt thee, ,h « one!;, have Ifirned, faith 

frod P f'J, '1 u Ch , eK ky a th 'r pinch of his S rief , 'hat he had offended fo good 
d™? ,k , f' e ; V ‘ 5 / r ’f and r ,ts fcent » 'hat Chriil had dropped on the bars of the 
waked the droufy Spoufe, and made her bowels fret Cam. 5. This 
5“J} ft ” weep m Pecr «, and then feekout after him, whom her foul loved. 
Shefirft went toenquirc of the Lord, as %ebocca did Gea.25.za. and then foe 
hears from h.m thofe fweet wordsGwr.2.14. Ohm; dove > , 1 , 1 , an m,hecleft 7 .f 
tllaeie? h l fl wr “ u |htthy felf 4 burrmgh a receptacle ofreft in th t%ockjf*g‘{ 
cv t l2“" i whither thou art retired as for fecurity fo for fecre- 

» a dove, and to pray for pardon. Shew me ,h; face, which now 
wW lTL° rie h- a h y beaut ! fu, >h«aufe moft inftampt with forrow for fin: Let 
Sd 22 which never founds fomelodioufiy, as when thy heart is broken 

Oft pemtentially : [orfweet is th; voice, andth; com, enance comly. 

18*6 t‘,dOSr‘?,* r ‘\ S f rahber P eculiar tent Ge.24.65.whereinfhe dwelt Ce. 
enauterf he^'edr 2 '-^"hkewifehad her retiring-room , whither (he went to 
Ge q ^ 7a ^had theirsPeveral tents.apartfrom/eeefs 
am, e Ex! i her women do apart by themfelves praife God for deliverance 

4 ’ • i faJl l,k - e *'* e ' raith Lftherdv, a time of (oleum hu- 

1 ,he hndc ^ r00 l £°f‘ r '>>‘fh,e chamher, ,md the bride oat of herclofet, 
f Amongft both Jews, Greeks, and Romans, the women 
P rom the men, in publike a As and aflemblies j in times of common 

calamity 
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calamity efpecUlly, as may be gathered out of Plutarch, ai.heae,^ r~r Uv ~i 
Strata paffim Metres ertmbxs 1 emfU verreates,vernam mm cxlefhixm expofej, -» W?* 
faithHejThemen by themfelves, and the women by themfelves, fought to ao , f" tm 
peafe the angry Gods. Here they are fevered, to fhew that they went no? frtr '“‘“~ 
company, fedfpoate cr, proper. afeS:,, zsCahia hath it, but of their own accord Ind ' 
out of pure affeftion • they freely lamented not fo much for Chriftc^u j u 

^A^k’t^ft thetnieives had a chief hand init, and were the princiji^raulhsof^ic^he 

heft kmde of humiliation is to love and. weep, as that woman did L„b. 7 . who made 
her eyes , fountain towadi Chrifts feet inland had his fide opened for a foumain 
to wa{h her foul in ,as-ic is Chap.i^.i. v * rountam 

have 

may here feem to fomf prophane perfon to V^fwords then^' tS* 

Rom. 11.5. 


CHAP: XIII. 

Verfe 1. J^> r >eM^/ r r^.pe r< <l mhcfraSatnfeemtemustdim- 
, lath Calvin here. This is the fruit of their repentance No loon., 
mourn th* over Chrift, but they are received to mercy. TS ”// fS 

f 0 t tyP 5°f Cbrift ’ wfcW«r, 

and hath made ,« ktng, and pr.ejh mto God, and his father : to him be rlorr and doji* 

Z rfffhand Z(tT’ 7 ? fta !“Pthiamarchlefl-emercy toS heftnrfoft 

1 ”7- ofhl « p o«ranner,and baptized thofe that repented for the remiffion 

al and permanent ufe to him, for that purpofe, his whole life rhnmmnne ^ 5Cr ? eCu " 
rigofemper ebullient , as a fountain bubbling up to eternal life Here'the^The 

dfme P T heC f ed °l and pro ™ ftd - And hit, hapl'y theBap- 

uime or John is laid to have been from heaven Mat.^i 2 s All r d 

ESSST 1 ' to ^^-^ofChrifrs mtT ro ;Stothis e tt fl £g 

iiSSpIfUr 

tongucHiito thevery^wounds oft-Rtthrenm/hiood^e’thiuft Z 

pollutions of flelh and ^piritf R d ’ * nd arc her ^y purged from all 

h ° U ^ °^ Da X Ici \ a ” d t0 the ^habitants of lerufaleml i. e. To all for» ami 

> “ ) nCS t fe' ,3 n H° f bl ' ° r l gn ? ble - ftr °"g Christ o; w«k "fee Z^ 
fealedand flufr up as that ct'” thls ‘ b !! n ? l . n > t h , » opened or expofed to all^iot 
Uinuc up, as chit Cant. 4.12. God is no refpefter ofperfons, but foe- 

very 
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very nation he that feareth him, and .worketh righteoufnefle is accepted of 
him. 

for fin and for an,cleannef T} i. e Forall forts offinnes, though tjiey befucb, asjin 
their deferc dofeparate usfrom, communion with God, and companyofmen. (See 
Tevit. 12.and IS- ) render us-worthy to be excommunicated, proferibed, and 
hanjflied out of the world, as .pifts and botches of humane fociety by a common 
copfent of nations: ps the, Obftioate lews are at this day for their inexpiable guilt in 
Reifying ChriXjt.. The vulgar here h?th.iE r Ad ablutioncm peccatorbs &menfiru^- 
.^ifor wafliing clean the fiiiner, and the menftruous woman: alludifig (as doth 
alfo the Chaldee) to the waters of expiation made of the allies of a red cow 
Afaw.i 9 t»* 7 * ,^eecbe £&>/<* iShere: andimporting the purging both of he-finners 
and Ihe-finners :. Oiyas feme will have it, both of Aftual and Original jGn.;Lo this 
isthevertue of Chrilis merit and fpirit, 1 Cor. 6. 10,11. far beyond thatof Aba- 
nah & Pharphar, of Jordan and Siloam, which yet are faidnotonely to walh and 
fcour, but alfo to heal and cure. The Saracenes naturally ftink like goats: but 
by wafliing themfclves and their children in the pool of Siloam, they become 
fweeter. fhe-Turks make ufe of it to fharpen their eye-fight. At Cyzicum 
' there is a well called Cupids well, the water whereof is faid to quench the lire of 
luft.. 1 his is better yet then thole Bathes of Rome .• concerning which Seneca 
nolelTe wittily then truly complained, Pofiquam munda balnea invents funt, fipur- 
cioresfmt qm layout : Or thofe wanton Bathes of upper-Badixin Helvetiayjnnch fre¬ 
quented, yet not fo much for health, ?s filthy pleafure. They that . ,qgi« Chnfi, 
have crucified the Jlefh wufi tficaffeUions and la (Is Cal. 5. 24. they arc not onely 
walhed from their wickednefle ^.4.14 but bereft of their fwinilh natures, »i 
tahquam fius ad vohtrabrjfw cTc y '2 Pct.2.22. 

• Itsrfe 2y .will cut off the names of the idols'^ Heb-of the fray-bugges (pus they arp 
likewife called 1 Sam. 3 1.0. j Chro. 1 o.p.Pfal. 115.4. in contempt, as Prtapus in Ho¬ 
race fur urn aniumq; Maxima formido — —) Or grievous idols , as Pfal.16.4. 

becaufe they tormented tjie piindes of the fuperftitious, and put them to great 
pains to no purpofc ; as is to be feen in Popifli Pilgrims, who though ufed hard¬ 
ly, and lofe much of their eftates, and other comforts, yet fatisfie thcmfelvcs 
in this, I have thatl came for,, viz,, the light of a dumb idol, as Calvin noteth 
on that place Secfiye my face. Now of thefe rnawmets and monuments of idolatry, 
thefe Balaams blocks, the Lord here promifeth to rid the land, as lie did under 
the Maccabees.And as in the Primitive Church he did by the Chriftian Emperors, 
Riled therefore by the fuperflitious Icommachi , and Icouaclafia: and of Jate by the 
renowned Reformers, as at Geneva,Bern,Balile (where they were burnt all toge¬ 
ther on an Afh-'tocdncfdxy of Gods own making) and here in England by the com¬ 
mand of King Edrvardthc fixth : who the felf fame day obtained a fienal vidory at 
Mufcleborough-field. ■ 6 * 

and they (hall no more be remembred] Unlefle it be with ftiame and deteftation, as 
Ezj:cb.i6.6i. c Pfa\.i6.^., Hof.iy.Z. Ephraim lhall fay, what fjaveltodo any mot? 
with idols? He lhall pollute the idols which he once perfumed, and fay unto 
them, Getyotihey.ee, Ifiy 30.22. I was an obfenate Papift (faith Latimer of him- 
felf) as any was in England, and a grolfe Idolater &c. But after that he came to a 
fight of his errour, he fo far forth abhorred idols, that being brought forth af¬ 
ter he was condemned to die to fee a procefiion, he ran as faft as hisoJ4 bon?s; 
would carry him to one Spenfers Ihop neer Karfax in Oxford, and would not once 
look toward it. 

and alfo I will caufe the Prophets’! So they will needs be called and counted: 
when as they are no better then unclean fpirits(fee the Geneva-Note herejor at leaft 
areaftedand fet on work by that unclean lpirit the pevil, ( See^Lxr. 12. 43. 
Afar. 1 .26 . John 8 .44. Rev.\6 .1 3. with the Notes) indeed they are falfe Proplpctf 
Mat 7.15. falfe teachers, who privily bring in damnable herefies2 Pft.z.i. va»a 
orattonis, cm nullaverit.itis vcl virtutis rat io fubefi, funt artifices, finite loquaces & 
garruli , f^ith Montana*, they are loud & lewd liers, infpired by that unclean fpiric 
the father of ljes, ut impurapi impureut 'alios & fcducant Jeduclt , that being them- 
lelves defied and feduced,they may defile and lcduce others* For by corrupt teach- 
ers Satan.patcheth men . as a cunning filhcr by one filh cjtcheth another, (hat 
may feed upon borh. ' and 


AeTnphui. 0/ Zachariah! 

vU. the letting loofe the reins to perverfc teachers. I confelTe kith ^i errours ' 
apt enough of our felves to run after falfitles, liteh is the corrnptionof out^naturt^ 
Sed tnterea ubt graffatur hcentta auidvis docendi nnrr(T* / • ° Ur natures * 

of Religion every man n ay1 think what he lifts, and utter what he think " Z d ? 
fend whac he utters, and pubhfti what he defends i nKSj , de “ 

publifheth, this Uy,nj pr fh t ft 

If,teachers he forbidden‘to 

pieafurc againft the word of God : and this, faith He, is diligently to be noted 
Vtdemut emm Ht fcotltc »c I or wc ftohowat this day, certain 
vile P^rfons take it up for a pnncple, that the Church isnotfree, unleffe every man 
may befuffered to preach, or broach what he pleafctl,: and that it is greateft«u- 
elty to pumfti an beret,ke, and not to give him leave to blafpheme the tm h But 
the Prophet here ftieweth that the Church of God cannot be kept in pure fta e no 
ftand mtire and fafe, unkiTe the raftineft and impudency of fuch be reftrained as 
dare pervert found and fincere doftnne. Thus He. nea » as 

f- erfe 3 . And it JbAl come to pafe that when any JhaU jet prophet* ] Here the 
Prophet fheweth how God will effeft the former promife. He will firft oi vc unt^ 
his people a ffitnt of judgement, and then a fbirit of b H mino as Efay a f ° 

they ihall be able to difeerne both good and evil, and not be Ved Xy ttb th ' ” H, 

• of th, wtcktd, to fall from thotr o»» JhdfaJt„'tf c . They ihall alfo he J . = 
,'nir «/.,fo carried on by aaealof GodsgloVy, andfobKyJvt»e at 
may fo fay, ,n his caufe, that they lhall fall upon their deareft relations in this cafe 
and labour to bring the,t own children to condigne puniihment, according “the 
Law of God in thar behalf provided. Dent. 12.8 o Neirhf-r | P r an,, £ “ 
fiat this is Old Tefiament: we find nofuch thing in the Gofpel. For thitto^hS 
heretpeakethof the times of the Gofpel ( chap 1^ 10 ) ilidnFrhy.iv- P 5 ° p i 
Chrift Spuitycrgo (kill, Wr. C*/w* l.cre welfand wtrthUy, molh°/l°I 
'?*!" f"T 1 “^” ‘I’lim.tJm.dum «ugx*tur f<M*tm homines, aui vefloat 

hMtfih, rermm.otin tnrhand, litcntUm: fed cx ,end,ear ad no, esuJenJemfeJ 
it lolloweth therefore that that Law Den,. 13. 9. was not made for the Jewes 
onely ( as fome bram-fick people conceit it, who would fain get leave to trouble 
the world with their foppenes ) but the fame law extended, it felf even to us For 
if at this day theeves, and witches, and adulterers, &c. are held worthy of punilh- 
ment: bow much more are heret.kes, leducers, blafphemers, wbo poifon mens 
fouls, rob God of his glory, confound the whole order of the Church, &c See 
fr ■**•+ and bold to that old Rule, Non dijhnenendnm M 

ferynr* non dtft.ngm,, Men muft not d.ftinguilh, where the iftipture doth ' 

that hu father 3 In whole heart there is naturally an Ocean of love to his own 
thild, as we fee in ^'toward Mfnlom, in old Andromcne the Greek Emperor 
in our mlhem thc Conijntronr, and AW his wife toward their unnaturad fonne 
Robert Cnrtnoye whom (he maintained out of her own coffers, in bh qua reft for 
Normandy: which the king her husband knew, and took as a caufe mher ofdif- Spe, 
tlleir^fonne" hatredi aS I >rocce<lln g from motherly indulgence for advancing 

the, begat him"} This is twite here repeated for honours fake to thefe zelots • 
who forgat all naturall and carnall refpeifts for the vindication of Godsglorv and 
hisfincerefervice. See Mat. 10 37. with thcNotethere £ y = 

then fitnl, no, i n , 3 f c . to do more mifehief, and to draw more fouls to the 
de„l iifs. Cat,linn ,e genni fed p.trU, faid Jfnlns Fnhtns, when he flew hh 
own fonne taken in Catalinct confpiracie: I begat thee not for Cat,line but for 
thy countrey More to be commended. a great dial then Philip that Woody king 

fub eas ftturbe T y ’, C at rati " rhave then Lutheran 2 

mbje«s 5 that he would not leave a Lutheran in his dominions • that if he thought > 

his 



<*jTn expofoion on I^hap.ij. 

his ftiirt fmelc of that hcrefie, he would tear it from his own back .* And out of a 
blind zeal he fuffered his eldeft fonne Charles to be murthcrcd by the cruel Inqui- 
\ fition, bccaufe he feemed to favour our profefiion. For which noble exploit, that 
ilk onCiiira ‘ ,nout ^ blafplicniy, the Pope, gave him this commendation. Nonpepcrcit filio Jtto , 
t nron. a.u,a. ^ no y t6% He (pared not his own fonne but gave hm up for us. O hor¬ 

rible. 

for than fpeakefi lies in the name of the Lord 3 Lies in hypocrife, doctrines of 
Rev 2^24 * devils, depths of Satan, that artificer of lies, and father of them, Job. S. 44. which 
yee he would fain father, and fallen upon the God of Amen, or of truth, *as he is 
called, PfaL 31. 5. like as varlets beget baflards, and lay them at honeftmens 
doors to be kept; Thou (peakifi lies in the name of the Lord. This is to fubfticute 
the devil in the place of God, or to transform God, fo as that he fiiould nothing 
differ from the devil. No wonder therefore, though he that break the leaf! com- 
Mac.5.1? mandemenc, and teach men fo, be called lead in the kingdom of heaven: elpeci- 
ailyifhe pretend Gods authority for it, as the falfe Prophets of old, and the 
Swenckfeldian heretikes alate entitle thcmfclves. The Confeflours of the glory of 
Chrifi. For this is the h igliefl indignity , or rather contumely, that can be put up¬ 
on God: It is a more deteftable evil, then to kill an innocent man; yea to com¬ 
mit parricide, or treafon. I mo quacunque potcrunt numeraire fee leva non perveni - 
eat i/d hoc enmen, faith Calvin upon the text. Let Sectaries and Seducers look to 
it, thofe harmldTe, hornlelfc creatures,as they would be accounted. 

flail tbrttft him thorough when he prophtfeth J As I*hiatus did that (linking 
couple, in the flagrancie of their hid, Num. 25. S. and as Levi, in like cafe, ton- 
fec rated himfe/f to the Lord, even every m.in upon his fonne, and upon his brother, 
Exod. 32. 29. He faid unto his father and mother ( when Gods glory required it) 
l have not feen him , neither did be acknowledge his brethren, nor know his own 
children. Dent. 33. 9. All naturall relations and felf-refpetds fhould be drown'd in 
the glory of God, and the good of our own and other mens fouls. They fhould 
be even (wallowed up thereby, as the fucll is by the fire, and as the forccrcrs ferpents 
were by Aiofes ferpent, or the fat kine by the lean. 

Verfe^ The Prophets fhctll be aflamed every one of his vifion 3 Of their Midia- 
nitifli dreams, which they had fird dreamed, and then told it for gofpel to their 
fond neighbours. They fhall 6e fo clearly convinced, that they fnail blufli and 
bleed to think how they have been befotted, how many fouls they have murdered, 
how oft they have even dradled over hell-mouth, and yet have been preferved, 2 
Thejf. 2. 10, 12. See the Note. This makes them fhame, and fhent thcmfclves in 
Ezra C.6 the prefence of God and his people, faying, O my God, 1 am afbamed , and blttfb to 
lift up my face to thee my God : for our iniquities are increafed over our head, and 
our guilt is grownup to the heavens. This was fulfilled in thofe Scribes and Pharifees 
that afterwards became bcleevers, and faid with Saint Paul , Beware of the concifm, 
Philip. 3.2,3 d °r we arc the circumcifion, which worfbip God in the fpirit , and rejoyce in Chrifi 
Jeftti , and have no confidence in the jlefl. Luther revolted from the Popifli religion 
which he had held and maintained, taking it for an honour to he called Apo/late 
by them ; that is, as he interpreted it. One that had fallen off from the devil. 
Oui fidem di- diugenhagius when he fird read Luthers book de captivititte Baby Ionic a , pronoun-. 
Mo datum l ced it to be the moll peflilent piece that ever was publifhed- But afterwards, when 
non fcrvavU. *1 lie had better confidered, he grew afhamed of that rafh cenfurc, and protefted that 
) Luther onely was in the right ; and all that held not the fame that hedid,wereut- 

I terly deceived. Latimer was of the like mind after that he had once heard Bilneys 
^onfefiion. Fcrgcrius after he had read Luthers books with purpofe to confute 
them. Dene hi ms, and Hetferus, two great Anabaptifls in Germany, retraced 
. *3 their former falfe doftrincs, and repented of their licentious and abominable pra- 

Scuhei. Anna!. I &ifcs. The former of them, being converted by Occolampadius , grew afbamed of 
Ibis pretended vifions, and died piouflyat Bafile. The later was beheaded at Con- 
IhtcL fiance for his multiplied adulteries: which firft he fought to defend by Scripture, 
but afterwards died very penitently, confefiinghis former filthinefies, giving glory 
to God, and taking (hame tohimfelf. Thcfe two were learned men, well skilled 
in the Hebrew: and had joyned their forces, in tranflating the Prophets into the 
Dutch tongue. But, oh how few fuch as thcfe, and of that fort of people (hall a 


t Tim.4.12 
Rev. 2.24 


Sluifidem di- 
abolo datum 


man meet with now-adayes? Copp indeedI that Arch-Rant^Tw^W^-- 

T er > & Cten dehoneftamenturn, is faid to have newlv fet fnrrh h.*c ^ 

which 1 have not yet feen, and therefore cannsttell what to f^to if “S f 

dcale not as Bernard Roman that firft Anabaptift, and Jflebius 
that firft Anrioomian did in Germany : who both of them haWng .conlfmned 
their own errours, and recanted them in a publike Auditory, printing their S™ 
cation: yet afterwards they relapfed into the fime errours and Sleidan. 

them, jjffien Luther was dead. and more Liberty waa afforded Soffl^ 

!hf^ tp rh T| t,Wh “ r? fwal ‘ owed down ; Having once fiid y«“o 
* 0U B*1 , b “C “ % him nay again, wliena maupleafeth 

fcch a man efpeaa ly <,mm pudu.t , mpa d eat em, who bach gloried in his A.Mm 

ihame and taken plcafure mhisunrightcoufocffe: ^ mlmfM,* pJcJ'Z IT. fJZ : 
ca faith 1 of fomc in bis time, that is, none of the ordinary fort of finners bur hath 
fought to out-fin others, as unhappy boyes ftrive who (hall goe fnttheft” the 

I will not lay but fuch, by the almighty power of God, may be reclaimed and 
made to fee that there is no fruit to be had ofthofe errours and enormities wher”- 

ofthey are now alhamed, fith the end of thofe things f in the defert of them i i. < 

rath. Butnow being made free fiom fin, and becoliifa^TG 0 d, They wS 
have ecrygrcac caufeto be thankfeil to God for the cure: fith Jealoufy, FreX 
and Herdy, arc held hardly curable, the leprofy in the head concludes , man utS 
unclcane, and excludes him the camp: Hereiyisby the Apoftle comparedtoa 
p ccipice vortex or whirle-poolc, that firft turns a man round, and then fucks 
hmyn: And by others to the Syrens bankes covered with dead mens bones, to 2*?*^ 

5- But he fl/allfay, \ am no Prophet 3 O vnd/B/AvaytQ- lam m MonL 
no c lerk I acn not book-learned was the ignorant mans, pica in Chryfofiomel 
time, andfo it is ftill to this day; though it ferves not his turpe. But here the 
r>l r ^ e / ChlS i, takcn u P a better purpofe. Hoc etenimprincipiumefirofipifeentia 
faith Calvin here. Here begins their repentance, vU, in a free acknowledeemenc 
of their ignorance and utter unfionefife for the office they hadufiirped. c; -. .t, 

back ( r aS [° C ftlf rCfpe ? S ' th n my Heily.might he filled, and my 
back fitted I finfully took upon me to be one ) but I am an husbandman xmA can 
better hold the plow then handle a text, feed and follow a flock of (heep then feed 
thefiockjfGod (that have golden fleeces, precious foules ) takjnc the ovtrfuht there - 
of not for flthy lucre, but of a ready mind. 

for man taught me to hep cattle from my youth'} q. d. Shephardy and husban- ‘ ^ 5 ‘* 
dry I have been ever trained up to, and can better therefore skill of then of 
Preaching, which is certainly Ars artium & fitntia feientiarum, the Art of Arts 
thcfcienceoficiencesasOnefaid. Whereunto MelanBhon.Mo.th that it is the 
c\* *■^ 0l °^ c ^ e mincIewas ^ isc °ll ea gue Luther ■ when he » 
laid An houftioiders pains is great, a Magiftrates greater, butaMinifters greateft 6 
oFall: and afterward added,, that if it were lawfullfor him to Ipavehis calling > i 

he could with more eafe and plcafure dig for his living, or do any other hard la¬ 
bour, then undergo a Paftorall charge. The myftery thereof is not an idle-mans 
occupation, an eafie trade, as fome fondly conceit. The fweat of the brow is 
nothing to that of the brain; befidcs dangers on every hand for the works 
lake and anmesofeares that give neither reft nor refpic, but are rcadvto over- - 

whelmc a mao. This made Luther affirme that a Minifter labours more in a days 
many times then a husbandman doth in a moneth. Let no man therefore,in takine^*^- m jr. 
ftv ftCry ’i r ? e ofa delicacy : Neither let flow-bellies either invade icf 
ortioldit(as popilhallcs and fomc impudent Alaftores now-adayes do Yto pick 
hI l n V X g pW f - K * Ic wasanhoneft complaint ofaPopifh writer* we, fifth He, 
c£ ,« hC A Cr i P ^ Ur V rtW uT m nos P*f cat & ve J* iat > onl y time it may feed us and 
r ^ nd ,S rdin ; 11 Ca J etan no£ without caufe cryes out, that thofe amongft 
them that flioulc[have been thcfaltofthe earth had loftthcir favour: and were **&’«*%' 
s od for little elfe,but lo oking after the rites and revenues of the Church. Now 
torfuch as thefe chat ferve not the Lord Jefiis Chrift, but their own feJti&.ifaat 

dike 


588 a An Expofition on Chap. 15- 

like body-lice live upon other mens fwcat, or like rats and mice, do no more but 
devoure- viiftuals - and run Iqueakihg up and down; good is the couniell of the 
Apoftk, Let him that fide'Jteale'no more \ but rather let him labour, wording with 
lm hands the thing which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth , Eph. 
4. 28. let him carne it before he eate it zThejf. 3. jo. This is hard toperfwade. 
thole Abby-lubbcrs.that live at cafe in cloy fters, leeding on the fat and drinking of 
the Tweet: and'thole Idoll-fhepheards that feed themjelves and not the flock. 0 
Monachi veflri ftomachi. Erajmsis truely told the Eleftour of Saxony^^at Lh- 
Scultti: Arm. -tber, by medling with the Popes cripple crown, and with the MonklMtpaun- 
pag. 52. chcs, had procured himfelffo great ill will amongft them- One of them-brake 
oiit in a fermon into thefe angry words: If 1 had Luther here, I would teare otic 
All. and Mon. 1 jjj s throat with my teeth; and then make no doubt with the lame bloody teeth'to 
eat my maker at the Eucharift. How much better were it for fucb falfe prophets 
with tjuietnejfe to Worl^artd eat their own bread 2 Thejf. 3. 14. then to drink the 
blood of other men Wuth their lives ( as David Ipakc in another cafe ) yea with 
1 Clir.n. ip. their foules which perifh by their infufticiency and gafirimargy ? Sed venter non 
habet stares. But the belly hath no cares. Eale flaycth the fcolifh. Non minus 
■ - diffc niter a d elicits abfirakimur, ejuamcauis ab untto cor to : Among other Tcaudals 

andlets of the Jews converlion this is not the leaft, that they mult quit their Goods 
Sptc.Eurcp. to the Chriftians ? And the reafon is, for that in bapdlme they rcnounca the dfc- 
vill, and all his works, part whereof (fay the Papifts amongft whom they live) 
arc the Jews goods ,j being gotten cither of thcmfelves or of their Anceftoursby 
uliiry. Now this is fuch cold comfort to men of their mettall, that they have little 
mind to turn Chrillian. And as little doubtlclfc have fuch as with thefe in the 
text, have got their living by lying: and through covetoufnejfe with fained words 
made marebandife or prize of mens precious foules, to return to the hard" labour of 
husbandry or any other lawful but. painfull employment. Yet this was done both 
in fVicklifes dayes by'fnany Fryars that fell to him, and embraced his opinions: 
and in the reformatiqn by Luther * many Menkes and Nuns betook thcmfelves 
tohonefttrader renouncing their Popifli vowes and orders; yea Sc nit etas rc- 
porteth thatat Aufiborough in Germany, by the powcrfull preaching of Dr. J oh/t 
Speifer Ann. 15 i 3 .fome harlots foriooke the publike Hews, and married to honeft 
men, lived chaftly, and were great pains-takers. 

fierfe 6 . And One Shall fay unto him, What are thefe founds in thine hands l ] 
Hierome here fuppefeth the falfe Prophet crucified for his falle do&rinc, and 
thereupon thus queftioned. This is better then that of the Popilh Interpreters, 
’ovrAttV©- who will needs have it to be meant of Chrift, andofhis wounds on the croflc, as 
ihauo'ener’io a dece ‘ v ® r °l people. Lucian the Atheift villanoufly teaitneth him sno\ontoy.L 
m fiery faces. vcy:<;vi ? , ^ v the crucified Cozener- But the Text is clear, that the perfon here 
Euftatb. ’ Ipoken to, and returning an anfwer, is the falfe-Prophet, now a true Convert; as 
appeareth by his fruits which he bcares quick and thick: being like Aarons red 
Toon changed from a withered ftick, into a flourilhing tree. Afhamcd he is at 
heart of his former falfities: and as in heart, fo in habit he is altered: for he will 
a King. 1. 8, 1 no longer wcare a rough garment ( the garb of Prophets in thofedayes ) to deceive, 
ifa. 20. 2. ’ as the Cappuchines and other 01 ders of Friars ( or rathcr .Lyarsr). atthis day. He 
Mat. 3. 4. abrenounceth and abjurcth qttafi conceptis verbis his former profeilion of a Prophet 
or chief fpcaker amongft others. : 

I am no Prophet} Buta plain husbandman* or a Ihepheard: - that’s all I can uu- 
lyprctcndto. Andlaftly, inthisverle, having palfed thorough the churchcsdi- 
lofii, 7,19. fciplineasa feducer, he fhall doe, as Jojbuah advifd Achan , Give glory to the 
Lord my fon, and confejfe thy Jin : he fhall approve of the Churches feverity ufed 
for his correftion, though he Ihould go maimed or marked for it, to his dying 
day.' In point of fcducement ( faith Mr. Cotton , defcantir.g upon this text) ifa 
man upon convi&ion fhall fee the wickedneflfc of his way, and humble his fb'ulc 
ihtpowiwg before <Sod, and give- fatisfaftion to the Church and State, where he fhall be 
xfmJthird ' convr i nccd ; on fuch convidion and repentance we find liberty to pardon, but 
vull, 11. yetftigmatizehim. Thus He. But what reafon bad. the Con vocation held at Ox¬ 
ford to fet a brand of ignominy upon the cheeks of thofc outlandifh Divines that 
came to affift them, becaufe they pleafed them not in the point ofPriefts mar¬ 
riage. 


Chap 8 ij* the Trophecie ^Zachariah. 

riage, which they def ended ? Or BifhotfLWfor -- 

Mr /W,forhisconftancyto the trmh , How 

Stephen Langton ( who crucified chat Pfeudo-Chrift, who fhewed 

in his hands, feet and Tides, Anno 1206.) And Odo rSeverus ( ^ wounds 

wms ConcuKne ( whom he moft doted on ) in the forehead with a^hot iron® E< d 
bamfhed her into Ireland , Anno 5134, & c .) w cn a hoc iron, and 

Ver\e y. A\yakc O Sword again ft 'my Shcpbeard ] A powerful cxnreflinn 
taming a commifhon given out to the fword by way of^piw jr P ^ 5 COn ' 

for patience was that of the Stmcks, wi.o afcrLdalkodeftiny ”° Kd ** 

i e.faith Calvin,againft Magiftratesand Minifters Gods 
under hepheards and Affociates in feeding the flock 

1 Cor. 9. But becaufe Chrift is the greaf Scpheard Neb Z ^ 

tered, as this l ext is moft fitly applyed, Matth. z 6 . u. therefore T . nffl 

chiefly of Chrift, the chief ihepheard and Bifhop of our foules, who was wounded Efavcac 

l7Zhr?ofT ?fll0n5!aild | >n / r f dfor0 “ rini ‘ ,uici “ ,&c - A “<iti>isnot bychancc ,S3S 
o ? malice of hts enemies only (though they laid upon himwithonr mercie 7 n.S 
him to the tree m the hands and feet, which in all men are the moft fenfible nartf 

of tie body ( as being fulleft of nerves and finews ) but in him much more as beinn 
ofdie fineft remperatore and moft eaquifite fenfe j but by the detetminate cohnfd 
of God, as St. Peter ftiewes tliofe Kill-Chrifts, Mhi. ,j, and accordina to ?he 
Scriptures, that went before of him, and foretold all his pallion, even to tif-caftinc 
of the dice upon Ins cloaches, ^PfUl. ai.and Ifa. s a ho the r..,H n n „ f i , , s 

^isattits&araSSSSaastt 

God anointed and appointed him to thac Office, putting a charge into his hands 
I*" * nd } 7 - that he might tend them and tender them, and a length return c&* fd Z 
TV° h ‘ S h “ ven| y Falhcr . wit, ">‘'t 10* of any one. He is alfo 3i 
M mori' b l 00 excellency, that matchleffe man the chf.f, e „ thjfjd - as # 
mV?inu ai Ca ! C , d tl' at famous V,rgm, whom all generations are bound 

tocallbleiTcd. He is Man-Go A both in one: and is therefore alfo called r.A- f r 
X Ma “’ aS r bei "S Confubftantiall to the 

and very neer akinnetohim according to the Man-hood, byfeafon of the S 
ftaticall union of both natures into one perfon, the Man Chrifi fefa. yP °' 

W thejhcph^rd^ that that bleffied Fountcin of his Bloud ( mentioned »*i V 
may^eaprord, and the flock of God waihed, and healed, and lariated astheneo 
1 were, when the Rock was fmitten and fofet abroach: and as when God Have 

fca " ered an ifemmd; Ihifcingforthemfelves 
and leaving Chrift to the mercy of his enemies, who feiii upon him, as S many 

Ddd Carrion- 






Carrion Kites upon a filly Dove. Thomas ( who once faid come, let us go dye with 
him ) difappeares and is loft: Peter followes aloof off, but better lie had been far¬ 
ther off. John (if at lcaft it were he) flies away ftark naked for haft : ludas 
comes nearer to him, but to betray him with a kiffe. Eut is this thy kjndneffe to thy 
friend ? Chrift had indented with the enemie aforehand for their fecuritie, Job.i 8. 
8. fo that they needed not have retreated fo diforderly, and fcattered as they did* 
Prov.29 25 ^ UC c [ ie /* fr r ' M}J bri, t gcib a friar c. Howbeic mans badneffe cannot break off the 
' * courleof Chnftsgoodneffe. Por though they thus unworthily forsake him and 

leave him at the worft ( as they fay ) yet I will turn my hand , faith he, upontbc little 
ones, i. c. I will recoiled: my difperfed flock ( how little foever either for number or 
refped in the world) and bring back my banifhed. So foon doth it-repent the 
Jtfich.7.18. good Lord concerning his fervants. He remembrethnot iniquity for ever , faith the 
Pfa! 13*23. propher, becaefe mercy plcafeth him : and again. He remembreth us in our low eft ate si 
fo: his mercy endureth for ever. He looked back upon 7W when his mouth was 
now big fwoln with oathes and execrations, and fet him a weeping bitterly. He 
called for Thomas after his refurredion,and confirmed his weak faith by a wonder¬ 
ful! condefcention. Hefealed up his love to them all again, reftoring them to their 
mimfteriall imployment: and not fo much as once upbraiding them with their bale 
derelidion, but only with their unbelief. Lyra and others fence the Text thus : I 
■jvtll turn my hand upon the little ones , that is, I will fo finite the Shepheard Chrift 
that not only the fheep (hall be fcattered, but the little lambs alfo, even the leaft 
and loweft Chriftiansfhaii have their fhare of fufferings, fhall fee! the weioht of my 
hand, fhall pledge the Lord Chrift in that cup of afflidions that I have put into his 
hand ; fhall be conformed to the Image of Gods Son, as his co-fufferers, that he 
may be the firfl: born among many brechren, %om. 8 .zc>. And this was fulfilled in 
the perfecutions that followed foon after our Saviours death. Ecclefia hares crucis 
faith Luther: and c Perfecutio eft Evangclij genius, faith Calvin. Perfection is the 
black Angel that dogges the Church, the red horfe that follows the white at the 
heels. All the comfort is, that Gods holy hand hath a fpeciall ftroke in all thofe 
affliftions that are laid upon his faithfull people, I will turn mine hand,&c. 

Fcrfc 8. Two pans therein (halt be cut off and die ] q. d. they (hall, they (hat how 
ftrange or incredible foever this fad tidings feem to you : it fhall be even fo take 
mywordforit. Behold the feverity of God, Rom. 11. 22. In the Greek it is the 
‘Asfiction or Citing off, as a Chirurgion cutteth off proud and dead flefli. The 
TumiMAV. J u fi Loyd is in the middeft thereof : he will not do iniquity , &c- Zeph. 3.5. Fiat f«- 
Jlitia, ruat ccelum may feem to be his Motto. Jn point of juftice he ftands not upon 
multitudes, ‘Pfal.p. 17. It is all one to him whether agatnft a Nation or atfuinfl a 
man only. Job 34.29. National fins bring national plagues : heinous finnes, heavy 
pumfhments. In the univerfai deluge God fwept away all: as if he had blotted 
out that part of his title, The Lord , the Lord,gracious, merciful , &c. and had taken 
up that of Attilas, Orbis flagellum , The worlds fcourge, Sodoms finnes were multi- 
plyed above meaiure : therefore God took them away as be faw good, Ezxf.\ 6 . 

4 ?> 5 o.a:,d hath thrown them out , as St. Jude fpeaketh, for an example, ftsfferinr the 
Jude 7. vengeance of eternal fire. Herodotus a Heathen Hiftorian faith the very fame of the 

deftrudion of Troy, w*. that theruines and rubbifh thercofare fet forth for an ex- 
\ ample of that noted Rule, that God greatly punfeth great offences, and that hainous 
l finnes bring hideous plagues. Here we have two parts of three cut off in the land ■ 
of Judea : asit fell out at the laft: deftrutfion thereof by the Romans : at which 
time more then a million of men perifhed, fee Matth . 24.21. with the Note. And 
what think wc fhall become of Eabylonthc great ? Her finnes reach up to heaven, 
whereunto they are even glewed and faftened as the word fignifies, %cv< 18. 5. 
DtcXA)j3«<7av. therefore (lie fhall be brought down to hell with Capernaum ( for fiagitium er flagel - 
’ to* feu: arm & filutn ) therefore fhall her plagues come in one day ( to confute their 
fond conceit of an eternal Empire ) death , and mourning, and famine, and (he (hall be 
utteriy overthrown with fire • forfirong is the Lord God who iudgeth her , full able to ef- 
ReY.j8.i8.* 1C > ^ cm to Eabeli brats never fo improbable, or impoflible. it was never 

befieged lince it became Papal, but it was taken .■ whereas before, it was held in¬ 
vincible. Sinnc that lyeth at the bottom, will eafily undermine and overturn the 
wal**, though never fo firing built : as the voice from heaven told Pbocas the Mur- 

therer. 
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Chap.^5. the Trop becie of Zachariah. 

thcrcr. The bloud oftiiat innocent hamb of God fyesTicavy upon the whole nT. 

" 0 " f the TOS th.sday. Their Iali devaluation end preient difmal difperfion 
is fuch, that one of their own Rabtnes concludes from thence, that their Mc/liah 

muft needs he come .■ and they muft needs fuffer fo much for kiilinn him. 
but the third fall be left therein J A holy remnant kept for a refer vc. Good huf 

bands call not all their corn into the oven, buf keep fomc for feed. Hu, yet n Efa <5 - , 3* 

fall be a tenth, faith another Prophet : there fliall be-two or three berrii-f, the , on *£*7 < 5 - * 
of a tree,four or five m theoutraofibranches . Gods Eled are fo very few 'that the 
world fhall wonder 5 Efiy S-iS. and even hoot to fee Chrifts flock fo very li»L ‘//J, 
as our Saviour fpente L„ks ». as Ifrael Rood like two little flocks of kids! 
when the Syrians filled the countrey. There were but nfm „ m >ts i., s . , n , 
many bad in the beft Churches: as at PbiOpp, Cl^. h ,S. Cl,rift wondered atone 
good N.u.? nad, as rara avis in terns : and when he comes; fhall he find faith ? How 
many (think you ) fhall be favedthis City ? faith Chryjofiom in his fourth fermon 
to the people at Antioch. It will be a hard fpecch to you , but I will fpeak ™ * 

Though there be fo many thoufaiids, yet there cannot be found an hundred \hat 
fhall be faved. And I doubt of them too, &c. And again in his third ^e’rmon 
upon die Ads, he breaks out into this fpecch. Non arbnror inter farerdoies, null os 
chc qrnf ityi jt.wr, I do not think that there are many, no not among the Miniftcrv 
that can be faved , fitli many arc called, but few are chofen : like as all the people’ 
were called together by Samuel, but Saul only was ehofen king. Only the c died 
according ‘'Fff'P'J'** and fhall be glorified. Ram. 8 28,29? Chrift at 

faftday will do asjofhuahdid to find out who had ftoienthe B<,byIonifii ^rment • 
there were many brought together, and all to finde out one. So all fhall thin 
appeare : out of them a fmall number deduded, that have Iieard of Chrift. Out t „ 

ofthem thofe that have profeffed him, and out of them, thofe that have profefTcd J ° ni ' 7 * 

h«m,mfincenty,and thefe will be Mtiljenfifpar,^fm,tllfcwi»deed.Hcnce they arecal-jr^ « 

Jed pearls,which are but few to the number of pibbles: Jewels which are hnr HrriJTt W-; 
the lumber xfirangers that are nothing fo many as home-dwellers./™ ofGod^d of^drasagt 
che bloud royal ; and offucli there are but a few to common fubjeds. Rari onivte bL den in a m!d 
v/, faith the Poet. And TPanctfunt quiThilofiphantur faith Ulpian che Lawyer See ?ut„ a t P , 
third part throughy he fire j few they Ivere, but * 

not faultlefte: tlicy muft therefore thorow the fire, that there they may leave their 
dreggs and droffe-behind them. For Quod ignis efi astro, fimaferro] vem.lZTm 
tf itrco, lixivium panto,(al ca-»i,hoc tribul.u io efi viro 'nfio, faith Corn, a Lapidc unoh 
this Text: that is, what the fire is to the gold, the file to iron, the fanne to whear ' 
thefopc to clothes, the fait to flefh, that is tribulation fandified to a righteous 
man. God is faid to have Ilis/br in Zion, and his furnace in Jerufilcm, El ay ^ t o 
to carry his thorow fire and thorow water, Pfal. 66. t 2 . from above to fend fire into 
their bones Lam. 1. 13. to put them to the fiery tryall, 1 Pet. 4.12. yea he him- 
fclf is a Refiners fire unto them, and Fullers fope, M.:J. 3 . 2 . ( fee the Note there ^ 

He knowes them to be right gold, which will erdure the feventh fire ( Alchvmv 
gold will nptfo) and therefore he puts them to’t : that the tryall of their faith beinl 

much more meet ons then that of gold that per ifcth, though nyed m the fire,may be 

found to praifc, and honour, and glory, 1 Pet. 1.7. him felt; mean-while, goeth with 

them into the fire and pulletfi them out as a brand, Zech. 3. Non fit ■ impij not fo WHi. 

the ungodly. True it is, the tryall of their works‘alfo fliall be by fire 1 for. 7 12 

and they fhali give an account one day with all the world on a light ’flame *abnrr Dei,r > 2 - 3 - 

tbm e.ar Sj zT>„ Then fltall they find, that the law they iudged bv is a • , . 

heiylaw,thetribunallis offire,£^ ; 1. 27. the Judge aconfuming fire, Ueb ^ 
his attendants Seraphims , that is, flaming creatures, Hcb. t . 7. his pleading wirh 
Pinnersinfire of flame,2 Theff.i.y. the place of punifhment a lakcof fire fed lith i 

3 f U a Formidab,c firc ic is » fed With tormenting temper 

and kindled by Gods own breath inftead of bellows. Bellarminc is of opinion Slat 

P ° f a 11S [ cartu H fire were enou § h t0 make a man not only turn Chriftian 
p 0 ^ er ’ but if n fi cb f eC and a , nd to ,ive ^ ftri deft order that can be. / 

Popea^thefifth^ponthe death of a Nephew of his and one of his Cata-( 
mites, fent his Chaplame to a Conjurer , to enquire how it fared with him in the ^ * en - de 
other world. The Conjurer fhewed him to the Chaplaine lving in a bed of fire vn ' Pont - 19? ' 
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<iAn Expofttion on Chap.I}. 

TiTheil 7 ' 1 llis ncws f° c ^ e wretched Pope, that he never held up his head, 

but (iV<r£rf/-like ) died within a few dayes after it. But oh what a dreadful! flireek 
«ave his guilty foul, to fee it felf lanching into an infinite Ocean of fealding lead, 
Snd to think that it muftfwim naked therein for ever. 

lt 7id will r efine them, ess ft Ivey is refined J 'Hi is is all the hurt he doth them by 
the lire; he hides pride from them, fob 3 3-i9>&c. and divides betwixt thefinne 
which he hates, and the forme whom he loves. For by this the iniquity of Jacob frail 
l>i- purred : and this is at! the fruit, the taking away of their ftnne : which they may 
r „ very well fpare, and never hurt them felves. Surely, as one poifon is antidotary to 

y ' y another : fo is affliction to iinne: when fanchfied, it is no more penal), but medi- 

rmail-, not a curie, but a cure. As oil of fcorpions is good again ft the biting of 
fcornions. As the’wine wherein a viper hath been drowned curetli a leprofie. As 
the juyee of hemlock ( a deadly plant) heals hot corroding ulcers, and affwageth 
the inflammation of the eyes: Or, as Rhubarb, though full of choler, doth migh- 
* c ily purge choicr. Aiofis neglected to circumcife Ins child ( as we do our hearts, 
it is fuel? a bloody work ; till God met him and would have killed him. David 
could never fee the benefit of affliction, till God by tiiofe fliarp waters had clea¬ 
red up his eve-fight. Cit hers leprofie cured him’: his white forehead made him 
have a whiter foul. Surely, as the fining-pot is fur fiber, and the furnace for gold, 
ib is affliftion to the foul. Corrections of inftruction, arc the way of life. Pro. 6.23. 

/v that refufeth corrFch'ou-dc/pifeth his own foul,Pro. 1 5 32. Winds and thunder 
clear the air ( whereof they are the beejoms , faith Rupert us ) fo do crofies the foul. 

I/the outward man decay," the inward is thereby renewed : and the winter of the 
z Cor. 4.1 5 one is the fpring of the other. As the viper when he is laflied, cafreth up his poy- 
fon : fo doth the good foul when ailiifted, purge it felt' from all filth of flefti and 
fpirit ltriving to perfed holinefle in the fear of God. Thefc Jews after they had 
been in the Babylonifh furnace for idolatry, hated and feared that linneasmuch 
as the burnt child dreads the fire. They would die any death rather then admit an 
idoll. Jofephus tells how ftoutly they oppoled Pilate, and Pctronius, that would 
would have fee up Ceftrs ftatue in their Tern pies,offering their throats to the 1 words 
or the ibtildiers, rather then they would endure that idoll in Godshotife. What 
Cod is now doing with them, and for them, in this longtime of their fad defla¬ 
tion and difperlion, whocantefl? There are that think, that after much purging 
and proving, as here, God will gather a Church of them to himfelf: according to 
that which "followedl ; They frail call Upon my name, and 1 will hear them, livid 
;ay, it is my people, Sec. And that upon their profeiHon of Clirift, fftall come the fr¬ 
ied time of affliction that ever was, chap. 14. 1, 2. when Gog and Magog with all 
his troops, and armies fnall compaffc the beloved city, Rev. 20. 8, 9. But the 
Jews (hail get a glorious t onquuft: for God himfelf from heaven will miracu- 
loufiy fight for them, verfe 3, 4,5. together with all the holy Angels, the mini- 
fters of his judgements, verfe 5. Sure it is, that the Turks fear feme Inch thing as 
this: and therefore they cannot abide that any jew amonglt them fliould curne 
Chriftian. In theyeer 152b. a certain Jew dwelling in Conftantinoplc became a 
good Chriftian, and was baptized : which the furks underftanding were? vehement- 
fy exafperated againft him for it ; fearing left his converfion fliould prove preju¬ 
dicial! to their Mahometan religion, and therefore they apprehended and cruelly 
murthered him. 

and try thim as gold is tried 1 viz.. that when I have tried them, they may come 
forth as gold. Job ^3 . 10. Hence Gods people fall into manifold temptations,/***, 
i.a. they fall, they go not into them ftep by ftep, but are precipitated, plunged in¬ 
to them : and not "into one of them, ora few, but into manifold temptations, or 
trials: yea ft try trials , fo affliftions are called, becaufe thereby God proves what 
is in his people, Dettt. 8.16. Rev.z. 10. Not to better his own knowledge of them 
neither ; for he knows all things, and is Ultimo noftro intir/iior nobis. Job. 2. 25. Act. 
1. a4. Heb. 4. 12. Artificers perfcdly know the nature and properties of their 
own works, and fliall not God fee, Pfal. 94.9, 1 o. But tentat ut (c Lit,hoc eft ,utfctre 
AHgKjt. nos fact at, he trieth us. 1. That he may make difeoveries of himfelf unto us, espe¬ 

cially of his power and goodneffe : and fo get him a name, as E/ay 6 $. 1 j , 12,13. 
2 Cor. 1 2.9. Elias would have water poured upwi the lacrifices, yea the Altar 
, covered 



Chap.4. [the Tropbecte of Zachariah. jpj 

covered therewith, that Gods power might the more appear, in confumingit with 

fire from heaven, and the people thereupon might cry, lehovah he it God , Jehovah 1 King. 18.39 

he is God : think the fame here. 2. 1 hat he may make difeoveries of us to our 

felves, and to others - who are apt to mis/udge and undervalue us: asnotonely 

Satan did, lob chap. 1.9. but even Elihtt, alfo (though otherwifea good man, 

and thebeftof his friends) chap. 34. 36. But when they fee our holy carriage 

under the erode, they can fay of us as that Centurion did of our Saviour, Luke 13. 

Verily this the Ron of God : and as one Culocerius in the Churcb-hiftory, when 
he faw the piety and conftancy of the Martyrs, he cryed out, Ver'e magnus eft Dcus t 
CbrtftiuTtorum, 1 he Chriftian* God is a great God indeed. But as byaffli&ions 5 
we are made known to others, lo to our felves much more. We are apt either to 
over-value, or elfe to under-value our felves, till put to the trial!: as is to be feen 
in the hiftory of Saunders and Pendleton . Hard weather tries what health ; wind 
and fiormes what fap: withered leaves foon fall off. Rotten boughes with heavy v 
weights quickly break. Wood den vdfelis, fet empty to the fire., foon break and r 
k-.ik; not lo veil'd Is of gold and filvcr. 1 he beft divination what men are is at the 
parting-w*)', as Ezek. 2.1.21. When the fire comes to greenwood, it will ap¬ 
pear what's within: when the pond is empty, what's in the bottom. It is not 
known what corn willyeeid, till it come to the flail: nor what grapes, till it come t 
to the prefle. Grace is like the ftone Chryfolampis, quern lux eclat prodit obfsurum, _ 
which (bine brighteft in Ehe dark. The skill of a Pilot is unknown but in a tempeft: SolinUs. 
the valour of a Captain, but in a battle: the faithfulneffeof a wife, butinanaf- 
fault. The wicked tried are found to be but reprobate ftlvey : or at beft, but Al- 
chymy-gold, that endurcch not the feventh fire, They are A^iSioi, as Crocodiles, 

Chameleons, Bats, Spunges, &c. They murmure when tried, as Pfal. 78. 40, 41. 

Orcurfc, as Micatis mother, ludg.ij, Or fret, and howl upward, as Wolves 
whenhunge-rbic, Efay 8.21. Or fainc in the day of afflidion, a sSaul, who Jay 
upon the ground like a bcaft, 1 Sam. 28. 20. Or Nabal , who lay in his bed like a 1 
block. Or deferc God and hiscaufe, as thofe Renegado's, Dan. 11. 32. and thole 
in the Palatinate, who fell to Popery as fall as leaves fall off the trees in Autumne. 

Many titular Chriftiansamongft us,were, in times of peace,but as wolves in a cage, 
but as lions tamed by art: they wanted nothing but liberty and opportunity to fhew 
their woivifh and worrying natures, which now thefe late fhedding and difcrirtii- 
nating times have fufficiently difeovered. Have all thefe workers of iniquity no 
knowledge, who eat up Gods people as they eat bread, and call not upon God? 

They flail call upon my name, and l will hear them. No time for hearing of Pfal.14.4 
, prayers and obtaining of fuits like that of aiflidion. Thofe are mollijfima fandi 
Tempo-,-*, the time oV affltftion is the very time of Implication: then our hearts 
are largeft, then Gods ear is openeft. Then the faints may have any thing for 
asking, Pfal. 50.15. and 91-15- Thus Lot had Zoar at hisrequeft,D«tf.29.23. 

Paul had all the fouls in the fhip given him, AH. 27. Jacob greatly fearing to be 
bereft of his Benjamin prayed, God give you bowels of mercy before the man, Gen. 

43. 14. He prayed it, and he had it, ver. 30, For Iofephmade haft : for his bowels 
did j cm upon his brother, &c* God referves his beft comforts for the worft times: v 
as the fcaft-makcr kept his beft wine till the hftftoh.%. as the mother brings forth her 
conferves and cordials, when the child jis at fickeft, Ifrael was never fo royally , 
provided for, as in the wildernefle- 1 will bring her into the wildcrncffe and fpeak^ 
to her heart, Hof. 2.13. Asa bone once broken is ftronger after fetting: and as 
lovers are never greater friends then after a falling out: fo is it betwixt God and 
his people. Affliftionexciteth devotion,-as the bellows doth the fire, and excited 
devotion prevaileth much, lam. 5. 16. 

I will fay, It is my people and they frail fay. The Lord is my God~\ by a gra¬ 
cious complyancc they fhali with higheft eftimations, moft vigorous affertions 
and utmoft endeavours beftow thcmlelves upon chat God that hath fo farr owned! 
and honoured them as toft rike a covenant with them : the fruits whereof ar efure 
mercies, compajftons that fails not , all the bleffingsof this and a better life. A co¬ 
venant is the collection of many promifes; as a conftellation is the colleftionof 
many ftarrs : and though it be (in fumm ) but one promife, I will be thy God , yet 
itis fuch an one as comprehends all: and is therefore fifteen times, at leaft; men- 
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tionedinicripture. It is chc fubftancc ofibc Covenant of grace, feitiTw^T 
t!',c foule of it,faith Parens : the head or cop of it, faith Mufeuius : Bern meKS & 
taith Lather, God is mine, all’s therefore mine. Burthen, as Godmuft 
• bc our AlMufR'cknr, fo we muft be his Altogether : and when he crycs out who is 
on my fide , Who:? One {ballfay / am the Lords : and another /hall call himfclf by the 
sUtmeef Jacobs and another Jballfabferibc with his hand to the Lord , and ftirname 
hmfelfby the name of Jfiracl Efay 44. 5. Oit is ableflfed figne that God hathcho- 
fen us n:ft 1 lob. 4. 19. when wc chule God as Pfal. 73. 25. finccrely avouch¬ 
ing him for our God. Sincerity (or Evangelicall perfedion) is the only abfo 
lute condition of the Covenant of grace Gen. 1 7 . 1. God and the Saints haveever 
judged or men by this : J ridge me, OLcrd, according to mine integrity faith I)a 
vld. The promiles are made to it Pfal. 119. 1. Mat. ?. 8. Gods eycisunonit 
as m David the man after Gods own heart. He bleffcth the little that fuch have 
as tn Nathanael, Cornelius , the Eunuch. He paffeth by Lheir infirmities as in 
A fa 1 King. 15. 14. andacceptcth their fcrviccs never thclcfle. as 2 Chr on ■'n 
19, 20. 


CHAP. XIV. 

Terfe i. T> Ehold the day of the Lord commeth J Jerufalcm had her day, and knew 
, “ not T. /*?' 4 f * ( Jerufalcm was not farufalemi the vision of peace 
faw not the things that belong'd to her peace) God therefore will ihavc his day of 
vengeance, as. fhe had of v ifit at ion. He hath his feafon, his harveft for judgment 
Mat. 13. 30. and when wickedness ripe in the field, he will fuflTcritto grow 
no longer left it ftied and fpread : but cuts it up by a juft and feafonablc ven- 
0 hc . fc . J ews w ^. re ^ *}***? ow « confeffion the children of them which had 
ktlcdthe Prophets landby kiUing the Lord Chrift with wicked hands, they 
had filled up the racafurc of their fathers Mat. 23. 31, 32. what could therefore 
the Lord dolcfictoa nation fo incorrigibly flagitious, then bring wrath upon them 
totheutmofti Thef 2. 16? then fend forth his armies and kefiroy thofa msrthc- 
rent and hm up their cities ? When God did this execution here mentioned, is 
hard to fay : W hether oy Anttochits Epiphanes ( or rather Epimanes, as fome truly 
called him for that being exceedingly mad againft the Jews, he perfects!ed the Church 
of God and wafted it) Or by the Roman lpoilcrs at that laft devaftation under the 
command of Tuns. Or by C of rocs the Perfian, and Homar the Arabian, who 
ucceflivdy handed and rafed Jerufalem, rifling the houfW, ravifhing the women, 
killing whom they plcaied, and making the reft pay dearc for the very heads they 
wo£ ; which fcrvitudclafted till Godfrey of Buttin fet them at liberty.- fothc 
Gl-;fTe here fenfeth it. OrlaftlybyC?^ and Magog, that is, by the great Turk 
' ( For Magog is the Scythian nation from whom came the Turks Lords of Me- 
Jhec anc \TM, that is, of Cappadocia and Iberia where they firft began to raiene ) 
as is before hmted : I take not upon me to determine. The moft underftand it 
ofthe laft overthrow °f the Romans. The Spirit might have an eye to the Anti- 
• chriftian persecutions of the Orthodox ProfefTours of the Romifli Edomites. 

and the fpotlcpjallbe divided in the middefi of thee^ Freely and feareleflv, none 
nfingiiptomake them afraid, the vanquifhed fhall be fo difabledand ditpirited. 
Thus the fuly doves are glad to fave themlelves by flight, not fight; fometimes 

dirinoVr 1 }T V d r CVC ' COatSj and lccthcir ncfts deftroyed, and yong ones killcd,not 
dating once to refeue or revenge. 

a\Z e 'tr?A Fo ( f/ i 7pi { / & Ather f nations'] The Romans that ftiled and hcldthem- 
ds -°a*l lna . n ? ns > and who had levied a mighty army out of all nations 
tofightagamft erufaem. S ccfofeph. lib. 3. belli Jud. chip. 1. and 3 . OrCT^ 
and^r^wuh aHh 15 armies and aflociates E^et. 37. 4, 5, 6. fliall compafle 
the beloveel city Rev. 20.8,9. See Verfe 1 . with the Note. Would any man take 
the Churches pitfure ? then let him, faith Luther, painta filly poor maid fitting 
m a wood or Wildernelfc, and compalfed about with hungry lions, wolves, boaies 
and bcarcs Sec. and in the aiiddeft of a great many furious men affaulting her every 

moment: 
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moment: Let him give her fay I, that ofM.imWforher Motto. --~ 

In me omms terraejuc, aviumque, marifaue rapina eft. 

and the city fhall bc taken ] Non tamen ad exit 'll 
forfakenminehoufe; Ihavelcft m i ne heritage( fa’idb^thc 'loxTle ?'* h “ V ? 

I have given the dcarcly beloved of my foulc into the hand of her 1,1 7 \^ 

and the houfes rijled J As at the fack ofConftantinople by the Turks • wh ere the 

by “= 

, grow ihddenly rich,to iay.be hath been at the facking o( ConfantLpk* The Tm’ 

would (till fwearcch’at they • l i utthc >' , 

Which in few dayes after, their enemies found in^rh H *° r want of trade, 
dred at their wealth, 

beftow fo little in the defence of themfelvcs and their countref ^ WOuM 

and the women ravi/hcdl Theft arr> rho 1 •• 

in the IawIelTe violence whereof thofe three commandemcnt! 1 ”^^ ' in 

Thou fault not commit adultery , ^ ^ 

m the law, fo they are nfually violated together, Hence \fa^ 1 1 
drenalfo Jh.nl be da/bed to pceces before the ir eyes their hrnfes Lllb' 
their wives ravi/bed. The 1 rifli rebels bound the husband to rlf ttl ^ ed \ a ! ,d 
they abufed his wife before his face. In the imeofK FdZ jtif 
French fouldicrs at Winch/fty inSuflbx took their huftfhll r,, the third, the 
woman in the Church, and at the time of divine feJice untiSrficvhaH r bCaU Sh U 
out of the world, as a learned man phrafeth it ’ Cy had tUrncd hcr 

and half of the city faatl go forth into captivity] 4n evill an one h --,•// .u 
kllv wicicH • ‘ n ‘‘ r ; I,R !if° thcutmoSupo^chisnS"; fc' 

Jelly wicked, as can hardly be peered or parallelled I havr* n rt f„ j u r y u •• 

d^rh j?^'- a P c wicy and difpciii(xi is fuch, ^asthat one of their ow^Rabhhrcs ^onchi- 
deth ft o.n thviKCjthat their Mefiiah mull needs be come,and they muft needs fuffor 
0 .nuch lor kdiurg hun. They uic to fay that there is Ml an ouncT o? Z Xi, 
f. in all t-.ur pubiikc calamities. 1 here is another thing licth more hcavUv un 

aMenfiduenfthe pafU.tb.Umt bo cut offic„ the A remnant (lull he 

r ferved as ,t were for royall nfe : whether a “third far, as {bat , 38 “ ,n hatf 
as here t,s not much material!: in nnmerit mnefl anxii labor Jndtth, iiith Caltt 
here; forthedireft number, it fa neither here nor there as we fak God IhaH 
e f’! c „ l > nt0 htmfilMec and fcleft number. He who comfort«h thofe tha 
site caft down, fpeakeththis to his, for encouragement The t, u 
^c„,notfirwcr?d: P erfccuted,b«notforfaS^ 

readTr^j' L °u £ nkVf i” d rations] Some 

read it. Among Me nations-. He lliall be the Archifirategus. the Commander 
tn chief of thoie Armtes, which he hath brought togethef aiinft IcrnE m 
t-muge upon hcr the quarrel ofhis Covenant. 8 But Hike the^het^wav fej? 

the C XcJU’Tiv y fp 0 kC j 1 ' f ° r fa COmfortof Saints «ill timesf When 
wa m« r T ' S M ? ? mc “ U,m t«r mim AUxariri, as he 

% SJ’-H? 'P, St, T f°i J d “f>* . ,h ‘“ I* '«»** tcfcatte- 
z;]-, . u . ( n™ , a ° . tm \ • he will arife and have mercy upon 

»Z -rt V 8 “*•'* y “°f oW ‘ hc wU1 come forth from hi;holy 
Pauto he.eu.ue ofhts praying people. There brakehethe arrears „f the bJ, 

• > *’* a ” d < k hM “>> Selah. There he appeared n Lglorious rW 

and 
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n Expofition on Chap.14.. 

’ and excellent then the mountains of prey. There he did, and there he will: for 
this is a common and currant Script ur e-medium. God (hall fight againft thole 
Efay 10. nations, the very rod of his wrath : which after he hath worn to the flump, he 
will rail it into the fire. The wicked are called Gods fword PJal. 17. 13. But it 
will tall out with them, as with that fword which Bettor gave Ajax • which 
fo long as he ufed againft his enemies, ferved for help and defence: but after 
he began to abufe it to the hurt ot hurtlefle beafis, it turned into his own 
bowels. 

as when he fought in the day of battel] with his own bare hand as it were, Efay 
52. 10. and in a miraculous manner, as he did for Ifrael at the red lea, for Jofhua, 
Jehofhaphat , Hezekiah&c. and as he fhall do at that laft great battle againft Anti- 
chriftandhis Adherents Rev. 20. 8, p, 10. which is hcie (haply ) pointed at. 
Let the Lord but arifeonly and his enemies fhall be flattered : but if he once rake 
hold of fhield and buckler, ( for defence ) he draw cut the Ipear and livord 
( thofe weapons of offence) and appear as a man of warr Exod . 15. 3. or as a 
Lord and Vittour ofivarrs ( fo the Chaldee there hath it) he will charge thorough 
and thorough, he will burn them together Efay 27. 4. and in the fame place 2 Sam. 

* 3 - 7 - , . 

Vcrfe 4. a And his feet fhall fiand in that day upon the mount of Olives' that is, 
he fhall lb put forth his power for defence of his people, as if he did vilibly appear 
amongft them, and beheld the fight from the top of a mountain: like as Z erxes 
ufed to pitch his tent on high, andftand looking on his army when in fighr, to 
encourage them, and to fend out orders. Prom this Mount it was, that God 
departed after many former removes, from Icrufalem Ezxch. 11. 23. And what 
Wonder, when as Har Bamifcha the mount of Uiuftion was become Bar Bamaf- 
chith the mount of Corruption 2 King. 23. 13 ? the bold Jews having let up 
their Idol in this mount Olivet, even in the fight of the Lord: lb that he never 
Iohn 18 looked out of the Sanftuary, but he beheld that vile hill of abominations, l rom 

Mat.arf.30. this mount it was that our Lord Chrift afeended into heaven, Att. 1 . 11 • There he 

was apprehended by the Jews : there therefore it is prophecicd that he fhall (land 
againft them by the Romans, fay fome, out of fvfep. de Bello Jud. lib. 6. cap. 3. 
And that when thefe things fbouldcome topaflethe Jews might know that their 
utter deftru&ion wasnecrathand. So God fhewed unto the Ninivites on what 
fide their city fliould be taken : and what at that time fliould be the power and the 
attempts of the enemy againft thcfltn, N*h. 2, and 3. and yet neither of thefe repen¬ 
ted for all this. Others (more probably) held chat here is promil'ed fuch a power- 
lull prefence of God for the relief of his people, as fhall farr exceed the glory that 
appeared at the promulgation of the law, when the mountains skipped like rams, 
Pftl.114.rf, and the little hills like Iambs : lo terrible alfo was the fight, that Afofcs Aid, I 
Hcb- j2.21 ■ exceedingly fear and quake. I alfo fee and tiemble at the lcl'emblancc ( faid an holy 
man ) betwixt that giving of the law, arid the requiring of it at the laft day. In 
the one Mount Sinai only was on a flame: all the world fhall be fo in the ether. 
TotheOne, Mofes{ that climbed up that hill, andalonc law it Jfayes, Gedccnie 
with ten thouf and of his Saints. In the other, thouland thoulands flu.ll minifler to 
him, and ten thoufand thoufands fhall ftand before him. Hereunto fome refer 
that obfeure paifage in the next vcrfe. The Lord my God Jhall tone, and all the 
Saints with thee : and that at the day of judgement Chrift fliall dcfccr.d with all his 
Angels into mount Olivet, which hangs over the valley of Jehofhaphat, that there 
he may plead with all nations, for his people, and for his heritage Ifrael, whom 
they have flattered, and parted their land loef 3.2. Further they fly, that mount 
Olivet fhall then be fhaken with a very great earthquake: fo that it fhall cleave 
in the middeft, and leave a very great valley : it fhall enlarge the valley of Jehofl- 
phat, that it may be able to receive thofl that are there to be judged by Chrift. 
Thus Lejfius, Sa , dCofta , a Laptdeysho alfo citeth for his purpofe Clemens Ro- 
manus lib. 7. Confiit. Ap. cap. 33. (peaking thus, Mens ipfc Ohvcti gloria ve- 
nientis cedet Cr in quatuor partes dijfettus lottgiffim 'e diffugiet , ut tribunali judicis 
theatrum totius o/bis ajpftat. i t e. Mount Olivet fhall give place to the glo y of 
Chrift when he commeth; and being cleft into fourc parts, it fhall flic far afluder, 
to the end that the theatre ofthewhole world may ftand beforethe tribunal! of ihe 
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Judge. Thus He. and furely the following vedVTo'-Tft '^—t - ~~ 7_ 

. 

» If" °?f> t0 fi “ W Ac brook Cedron or the l oZ h di ®"S <<>*»« . 

ivall ( wherewith they comnaffed, 1. • ^"H'ditch , and to brin« a J f pk ' l,b ' C ‘ 

mount: whereby the citv was pre'/Tcd* ? ty ^ J f,orowthc middeft of this 

d -r • 4 - ) and repair to Pella, a place of reft provided V ’ COn ^ ei 24.1 r. 

11,1 %?£'£&&& & 

Andyc (hall flee J fc. with utmoft haft and friaht; a t 1 • 

‘S'.^K 0 ? I,er it. Natures flauohterm^ Hebsf* th “ ° f 

fr“ hi . 

red mtl,^,th a mountaine, which with itsVjtfwift' f* XtnmL 

inftant time when Vcdtb.ufferai'fncmk'mdwv thZ?f’"‘ t'* 11 °“ ,uft “ t,lat 
(asthe lewifit Doctors affirm ) i have not to fay pZrfth Z"'" Z th lc P r, > fi * 
fJ^pWUteth.thataraonnQit, towards “he Well cW' 
removed from it. proper place the fpacc of four fudonus w ' funder and 
ther it nad proceedcd,had not a great mountain r? § ’ , a nitle : and far- 
reportctl) the like hereunto to have fallen om hf c0,lrfe - 
(a.Mm,] I about iix ofthe clock in die cverma „ 1 , 571- / 

with a huge noife, and afeending into an higer pZ? ’carfved' ’! ‘ ft ' d Up ic ft,fc / 

flocks of cattle, fliecp-coates, walked about from ^rm d 5 d /^ 0r !, S w,ch ic tr *s, L. nd 

. 

with htsmouth, he will, he will, TlZe is'an r' d V" hatl ' ( P ok 'n 

• ( *■< d : The God whofe lam, yea U. whoUvh JJ J P ,' '? "■ word At f 

vantj and another in tlie following Wev./fiwZ 5 1,1S > ** a.,jf«k Inch of a fer- 

obffinacy antfuntraAablcZtfi^tinZhm^hus Zc'od^ at his ''^rers 

49. .8. and our blelTed Saviou med ZtSthe J, n t “ d °r' ° W Jac ^ 

See the Note on both places P P ^''"feneffe, M, t . n . 

fliuftion ofAntichrift (hill thefon afc‘\ ""* d ’ atIs ’, fait!> Dht ‘;' f > a fter the de- 
mto Its glory: where, without any vicilhrudeZr ^v’ariatioifnf , br!ns j‘ ,c Cil urch 

ration of AeI^Z^mSSl^dSS r0 fh Pl “l fUl1 “^ ^Sau- 

1,7. no night dve<rong<& anrchtlefT* d iv ’/ alwaies 

P»*»gffurrJL, asCWinanothetfafe . ""■!*"vr, a clear 

the whole halfe year is faid to be but on. 4- and as4vich tlie Hy^trbo- hatfiahh 

^dreape in a day. ne conCmuace day ; lo that they fowe rsTl, J -• 

"* v ,Vkich ^ Uc Lord 3 And that (hould fuflice us, without 

further 
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further curious enquiries, d.e re nobts &.toti mmido abfcondira^ concern ing the fee 
times and the feafons which the father hath putin his own power, Alt. 1.7. jjj e 
Mufcovites ufe to fay ih a darke point,in a difficult queftion, God and our great Duke 
know all this- And in other talk, all we enjoy healch,and life,& all from our great 
I)uke:therefore let us leave all to him. hould not we much more to God? Time hath 
already confuted thofe learned men, who from Dan.11. n. pitched their calcula¬ 
tion for thejewes reftauration upon the year 1650- Thofe that fhall live a few 
years longer lhall fee what will become of their confidence? who have undertaken 
to prove out of Daniel and the Revelation, that the Prophetical numbers come to 
an end with the year of our Lord 1^55. becaule then the feventh Trumpet (hall 
found ; and then the fix thoufand years from the Creation of the world do expire 
as they compute. 

f r njc 8. Living waters jhall go out from Jen/Jalemf] c. Abundance offpirituall 
graces frequently in feripture compared to waters, for their cooling, cleanfing, 
quickening property, Ifni. 44. 3. Szek. 36. 25* and 47. 1. John-].ft. * And of 
tliefe waters without all doubt, our bapeilm ordeined of God is a figure and fiicra- 
ment. laving waters they are called : that is running as a Spring, not ftanding as 
• a poole. The godly efteeme of life by that ft firing they find in their fouls, /fa. 38. 
1 5,16. In all thefc things is the life of my (pan: elfe they lament as over a dead foule. 
4t O live, live ( faith a Reverend man ) live quickly, live much, live long. Many 
, live more in a day then others in a year: for life confifteth in adion : and lo much 
7 every man liveth, as he adeth gracioufly. Up therefore and be doing fomething 
^ of worth : whereof yc may teftific that ye have lived. And for this, get a prin¬ 
ciple of Ufe, the//>»•; r of life which rs tn C hrifi ft fits, and then, if ye live sn the Spirit^ 
y.- .hallaljo wallow thefpirit , GA.'y.i j. and not fulfill the Lifts of the fiefh, verfe 16. 
The waters of the fea, though by their natural courfe they follow the center, yet by 
obedience to the Moon they arefubjedto her motion - and fo turn, and return, 
ebbeand flow, and are kept in continual motion, to keep them from corruption: 
fo thofe that are fpiritual, though naturally they are carried downward, and the 
beft that of thcmfclves they can do is but dead worl^i Yet fo farre as they are fpi- 
ritfializedjheavcnlized, they are ading for God, and all their deeds are wrought in 
him, John 3. 2 1. It is their great care to weare out, not ruft out: to burn 5 out, 
l not to be blown out: yea to flame out, not to Another out: to ferve out their oenc- 
f ration , as David did not to idle it out: to live their utmolf, and not ( as Job. 27.15- 
ivitli 23.) to be buried, before half dead. 

in Jammer and winter (hall it be \ fitch is the perennity and perpetuity of true 
grace: it ever flowes—— moreperennis aqua. As it is not like the River Araris of 
which Cefar laith, that it cannot with eyes be difeerned whether it flow forward or 
backward ( fo flow and ftill is its motion : ) fo neither is it like the brook Chcrith, 
that dryed up before the Prophet, becaufe there had bc;en no raine in the Land: 
or like the River No van us in Lombardy which ( faith 'Plinie ) at everv Midfomer 
folftice fwellech and runneth over the banks • but at mid-winter, is clea’n dry. But 
’ as the waters of the Sanduary,£«4 ; 47.4,&c.And as the poople of Siloc,which fer- 
ved all Jerufalem , and was for every ufe to the citizens : or /fez,:gratis wacercour- 
les, 2 Km.no.io. Neb. 3.15, 16. whereunto fome think that the Prophet here allu- 
deth. He that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath faid, out of his belly ftiail 
flow Rivers of living waters. But this he fpake ( faith the Lvangelift ) of the fpr.it 
which they that believe t.n him fhotil.i receive y Job: 7.38,?9. 

Verfe 9. And the Lord (hallbe King overall the earth ] At the founding cf the 
feventh Angel, the Kingdoms of this world fhall become the Kingdoms of our Lord 
and of his Chrift : and he fiiallreigne for ever and ever, R cv. 11.15,17. Cofmo- 
graphers tell us, that if we divide all the known world into thirty parts, the Hea¬ 
thens pa’rc is as nineteen of this thirty: the Mahometans as fix, the Chriftians as 
five only. And of thofe that profefle the name of Chrift, three parts at lea ft of 
*1 thofe five arc pofTcft by Idolatrous Papifts • who fay they believe in one only 
L true God, but indeed fee up many Hc-Iaints and She-faints, whom they adore 
with divine worfhip : and therein are no better then Pagans- Hence they are 
called Gentiles, Rcv.i 1.2. and arc faid to worfhip Divcls, Riv.$. with 1 Cor. 1.0. 
10 . Cardinal Bembtts faith of their Saint Frami -, that he was r„ mimcriun Deorttsn 


M.i.Lca.ju, n l f^jtrcmttna. in Gelder land, a Dlav c, r T 7 ~—— 

fuites, Amo Dorn. 1612. under the title of the ApotheofoJSt Irnatit ^W ^ H *' Vtn ' 

derofchacOrder. In d,e>ar dto Bmif.ce L foVrrho^The&£* 

All faints, after that lie had obtained of the Emperour the Idol tcmnlp or w 

called the P axrhcon • wherein he placed the Virgin Jtov fn the S! ' r rTl r n a 

the Mother of the Heathen Gods. Now the time is vet to ,™„. , or P e oftye/e 7 ac.S en.de 

were come!) that, all fallb worfhip laid afide and abandoned, the fidneffe'of the **»-‘*’ 

Gentileslhallbe broughtin: andtrom the Jews( as fome gather from thisTelr ' ' 

compared with others ; ihall the Gofpel go out to all Nation! of the world/Jf Wedcbren. 
3. who with one confent (ball fubmit themfelves to Chrift Aiktr, w r h \ PM 6 - 
thofe large and vaft Countries, riiewholetraft of theEaf anfc c 
embrace the faith of Chrift and beconverted, /h=.i«. a? 24 a, and • 

Mich. 7.11,12. rfal.6S 31. and 72.0,10,11 Kevlt nP', f, 7 ' 12 > »i- 

thernced wcthink itinerediblei Godcanhifte for them and feKh IheZin %d 
• denly: he can caufe a Nation t Q conceive and bring forth in one dav a 

A lext that Cardinall Poole in a letter to Fopejuhus the third abufed-k /1 . 

to the bringing in of Popery again fo univeffajly and fuddaintyin Qtfee^fe!' ( 

!h.,u there be me Lcrd'S Be the Gods of the Heathen good-fellows faith One , 1 ,. 
trueCod isa jealous God,and will notlharehis glory with another. Be it that to 
Pagans and Pagagans there are Gods many and Lords many : to us there if I , 

Ced, and but o ncMcdijtnttr betteixt Ced „„d me«,the mal Chrift Jefiu. As^for Ml 
others, fay we of them, as that Heathen once d,d,G»«,„» J.JJ, M a ,D c J*S 
Jovcm propit turn hitbetm, I care not for thofe petty-deitiis, fo long as lehovahff’ 
vourethme. Hcurc O Jfrael ( faith Mofes,Dcut.6./p. ) lch n ah\h.Goi l}i \ 
tteee. TheHebrew word there,,fed for One hathoi/ei 
alfo tends in number for four ) extraordinary great in the Originall • to lim iff 
Jhe ‘earth ‘ ‘ h “ 0 " C G ° d fl ‘ aU ' VOrflli PP cd ^ four'e corner! of 

MidhUNemc cee] that is. One way of worfhip ; all Superftitions being ahn 
Hhed, lee Mich. 5, Or, hi Miwe^hat is, his glory as Pfal. 8. t. histranfclidenr 
excellency ftiallbefupereminent: Hclhallhavea nameabovcall names thn ac 
die name ofjefus every knee may bow. Thus the word Name is ufed both in 
Divine and Humane Authors, C^.d.14. Men of Name tl.ar 
hN„mb . t .tCand 1 6.x. AlUi, % . ihLrnberefm^C SSfe! 
rfiatwere fit toaft in the Heft,on. Contrary whereunto is men without namf 
Jeb}o.S. men written in theeatth, Jw-.17.30. 11 ,rouded in thelheet of lhame’ 
and whofe happineffeit is to be forgotten in the City, Ecc/ef. 8. to. Sothe Poe« ~i»l!*rievi. 
tall Eminent and famous men Ncmma^s Ovid doth Angufi w : CtS u rtc <dst. 

V‘Vetibi^&longe Nowinamagnafuge. 

And fpeaking of fome famous perfon he faith 

Cb. r os inter habens nomina clara viros. 

Verf 1 o. All the landjbalbe turned as a plain. JOr a fbal be compared about as a 
nfZ'rl r ° the Tigtirinc tranflation. Godftial enlarge the bounds 

Ev?r S Ch n rch /L «*«?*] , Ia ? aI1 lcVc1 ’ thac P eo P Ic ma y come in amain from all parts 

crookerf^i f * b ^i fi / Cdj "Tl moDntain aod hil1 brou g^t low ; and the 
u,u 5 k d S 13 bc , madeflra, 8 ht > and che rough-wayes fmooth, Luk, ?. r. T h e 
^ pl \ Ce “ b ^i a drorthem,andthe defert Lll re- 
J yccandbloflomastherofc: It (hall bloffom abundantly , and reiovee even 
with joy on.d fingmg. The glory of Lebanon fhall be given unto it/the excel- 

sha r 1 thc y f" *<= glory Of the Lord.andtheel ' 

land n-.aV'!/ ' ?5 ' I,2 'j The Pro u P het here fll «weth that all the 

fino * r- inhabited fn-m one end unto another ; the North-con- 

umo W' 1 *- 32 >* 7 - And from Benjamins gate 

tothc place of the firft (orold) gate ,Neh. 3. 6. which flood Weftward, %*e 

the 
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the corner gate (See 2 Chron. 16.9. & 25. 23. ) or the gate that lookech Eafl> 
ward. The limits of the Church fhall be greatly enlarged ; the rough and rug¬ 
ged mountains being made as the fmooth and pleafant champions. The faithful 
fhall pafs from Geba to Rimmon , from the mountains of Myrrh and hits of 
Frankincenfe , to the Pomgranates (for fo Rimmon fignifieth, and from the plen¬ 
ty of that fruit there, this place feemeth to have taken its name ) that is, from 
Humiliation and Supplication for pardon and power againft corruption, to Love 
and good W orks, looking up>and preffing hard toward the high prize propofed un¬ 
to them; as the many grains within the cafe of the Pomgranatc do point, and- as 
it were all look up together unto the crown or circle that is without, upon the 
head of it. To the kings wine-prejfes'] which were on the Wcft-fidc, where the 
former two haif-compaffes did meet to make up a whole compafs. Certain it is, 
that Jerufalem was a very large and fpacious city, comprehending thirty furlongs 
at lcaft, fay thofe that have written of it. There was in it the upper and the ne- 
Vide typ.Jero- ther town, whence it is called, Jie-rufhalaiim in the dual. There was afterwards- 
foLap.Adricho. the old town and the new, called tforetba, or Canepolis. But Exech. 40. 41,42. 

& c. God flic weth the Prophet a new Temple bigger then all the old Jerufalem 
put all together: and anew Jerufalem bigger then all the land of Canaan; by 
thefe very dimenfions flicwing, that theie things cannot be underftood but fpi- 
ritually - And the new Jerufalem in the Revelation as it licth four fquare, looking 
every way to the four corners of the earth /'like as Conftantinople doth, which 
is therefore laid to be a city fatally founded to command ) fo the mcafurc of it is 
twelvethoufandfurlongs; which (according tofomc) make nokfsthen 1500 
miles. 

Verf 11 • And men fhall dtyel in it.'] Heb» They ft all dwel in it, fc. Multitudes 
of men. The new Jerufalem , the Church gathered by the preaching of the Go- 
fpel fhall not be thinly inhabited, as the wilderncfTe of Judea was: it fhall not 
lye wafte for want of people, as divers parts of Turkey do. It fhall not need to 
call in the countrey,as in Nehrmiahs daycs,to replcnifh it: but it fhalbe ml thruft as 
an hive is with bees, where they hang out on heaps through want of room within 
or as Jerufalem was wont to be at the three folemnfeafts; orlaftly, as the Tem¬ 
ple was at thofe Feafts where the people were fo crowded, that they were glad to 
ftand and pray, for kneel or bow they could not. Sec Efay 51.3. Jer. 31 38, 
39,40. Obad.19. 20. And there Jball be no more titter defiruttion.'] Heb. Che~ 
rem y which the vulgar Interpreter rendreth. Anathema ■ There fhall be no more 
curfe, no execrable or accurfed thing ; no calling out by excommunication 5 no. 
caufetodofo. (See the fame. Rev. 22. 3. NoCanaanite in the Lords houfe , as 
verfe 21. Then fhall Jerufalem be holy, and there fhall no flrangcr pafs thorow 
her any more, Joel 3.17. fuch fhall be her fanftity. Others expound it of her 
fafety and fecurity (as in the following words, Jerufalem ft a II be fafely inha¬ 
bited* See the like, Jer. 23. 6. & 3 3. 1 6. In thofe dayes fl)aU Iudah be [>vcd y and 
Jerufalem flial dwel fafely. and this is the name wherewith fhe fhall be called > 
Jehovah tfidkenu , The Lord our righteoufnefs. A (lately name indeed, and that 
which carries fafety in the front of it. In Ezekiel the Church is called , Jehovah 
Shamma , The Lord is there: and the Pfalmift gives the notation, and this note 
upon it, God is in the midfl of her t flje fhall not be moved-. God foal help her y and 
that right early. Rut the Lord our righteoufnejfe is a more Auguft name. It is 
Chrifts own name : and imports that Chrift will favc his people from their finnes 
(which would lay them naked to the wrath of God, and rage of enemies ) he will 
redeem IfraelFrora all his iniquities, and then he need not fear what man can do 
unto him. It was faid of Achilles fhVi he was S tygear mat us : But every childc of 
the Church is, Coelo,Chrifio , Deo armatm : he hath the peace of God within 
him, and the power of God without him; and therefore cannot but be fafe as 
in a tower of brafs, or town of war. Pf.9 0.1. 

. Verfe 12. And this fhalbetheplagne wherewith the Lord roil fmite 3 &c.J The 
precedent promifes that were fo great and glorious, the Prophet doth now far¬ 
ther enlarge, and illuftrate in the following verfesand firft the conqueft of the 
enemies, verfe 12,13,14, iy. Next, the profeffion of Chrift among all nations 
of the wofld, verfe i , 17,18, ip. And laftly, the fanftity of the Church, verfe 
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another; and judah ftall fiqhrbrtelvana.nftrhl * f** 1 ** di, P* ch 
their wealth and fubitaace & V ±'h M* , rh "<% 
lei vice, and all the beaftsthey bring with^tlfem fhalbe ’as fW?l y,rf ! eir 
men themlelves, verfe 15. That have foutrht ar aind / “, age i, y plagued as the 

forth and fight againft them, verfe 2 fothatthfy fhVwifh' t^had nt^" 9* 
led. Hxc ertt phga qua p Li* ah it Gnd a . v y in cnc y never med- 

is a fearful thing to fall into itfjJcb. 10.31. fbr who\nLtfhfh H ie 

Pfal. 90.11. One itroke of this hard and heavJ hanH Kmt [^f owe \ °f hli 
call them into chains of darknefs, to be referved unto rndffemenf back , S * and 
felt but his little finger, as it were, and(yet ™ out forfr ’ 2 2 ‘ 4 * ** 

have pttty upon me. Ore my friends forthlh a slnjf , petty upon me> 

quisles, Lcvit. 26 20 rhcrrltM... n ,, ^ “ e y fh^ll p:ne away m their ini*. 

he will make them m ™l h by fe,t,n S them upon the cheek-bone , yet 

« he had for Amiochu, 

tend of s,«m Cbj/Thcr fnrh thcTyranl: i forPW,> the fe- ■ Machab.tr.. 

£ IT “ y T 1111 ”!.' as L*m. 3.49. till they melt out, ae the He- M “’ 

a^ssar.^* ^.^Aiissseiiissi 

ne j ,8 ’ en. 19,11. Failing of eyes, and forrow of mindc. is threat- 

a lodgement, 2 8.6y; yea thou (halt be mad for the. fieht of thine 

a ,* w ^ Ic h thou fhalc fee is another piece of the curfe verfe 24 See f Sam ? 

As'did the tongue of Nejdri- 
T °r 1I<:moa ' hwit '’ Worms: Tbo. Arjniit , and^^re- 
tliis tobfarfl^rmn 0 ^ P : . rfca,to M'<l°f 3 l.kedifeafe. Di.d.te und«fi,nds all 
roamed’ tef,' ie '-' orm ™«- Their fleftrihkllconfnme, yet never be 
havmg nomd * T *“'*”£? > orfubfift. thatthey may ftill inffer;- 

faithfe Ik d ’£ h ^ h t ttp .V n maybc-oxUafe. Th.tr 9 itfi4lconfLe,St* thatis 
he, though they be alive and can fee--; yet ihall they -be deprived of light in 
Ece infernal 
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infernaldarkneffc.* having neither eyes nor undemanding, but oncly tofeeand 
judge of their extream milery. Their tonguefhalconfume away, &c. as did the rich 
gluttons, Luke i< 5 . 24. M. Calvinobictvcth here, thatall is delivered in the fm- 
gulat number ; hisfie/h flial coniume ; hit eyes fhal melt ; hit tongue &c (forfo 
runs the Original) to note that every of lerufalems enemies flial tafte of Gods 
wrath; though fome of them may haply hold themfelves out of the reach of his 
rod. And, Secondly, that God can as eafily deftroy them all,as if he had to do but 
with one Angle man. 

Verje 13. A great tumult from the Lord fhal he among them.'] He fhall fright 
them as he did the Philifiines by a found of a going in the tops of the* mulberry 
trees, 2 Sam. 5. 24. and the Syrians by a hurry noife in the air, caufing a Pannick 
terror, 2 King. y. 6. Therefore lome render it, Erit ftrtpitus vel fragor Domi- 
m magnus in ess , nt I Sam. 7. 10. with 1 Sam. 2. 10. Or, he fhall cxalperate and 
imbitter them one againft another; as he did Abimelech, and the men of Shecbem 
by Tending an evil fpirit between them, Judg.9. 23. that is by letting loofe Satan 
upon them, that old man-flayer, that kindle-coal and make-bare of the world • 
and this in a way of juft revenge for their treacherous confpiracy againft the houfe 
of Gideon. Thus God firft divided, and thendeftroyed the Midianites by fetting 
every ones fword againft his fellow, Judg. 7.23. So he dealt by the Philirtims 
1 5^.14.15,20. So the Kings of Syria and Egypt that fucceeded Alexander and 
were enemies to the Jews, deftroyed one another : So did the Primitive Perfeeu- 
tors, the Turk and the Perfian, the Spaniard and the French. In the year 1*->6 
Charles the fifth Emperour o f Germany, fee az liberty his prifoner Francis King”of 
scultet Annul France, upon this condition ( among others ) that they fliould joyne their forces 
vec.2.pag.2 and do thejr utmo ft tQ f upprcfre and roQt out t[]e Lflther(ln Herefie thac is thc 

truth of the GofpclJ, out of both their Dominions. But foon after they fell at 
J ™ r,an f e , T 008 * 1 themfelves, ( the Pope blowing the bellowcs ) whereby the 
l Church had her Halcyons,^ canes Imgstnt itlcera Lazaru 

(hall take the hand of his neighbour'} as thofe yonkers of Hcleath-hazzunm did, 
that iheathed their lwords in their fellows bowels, 2 Sam.2.16. 

Ferfe 14. And Judah alfo fhall fight at lerufalem] Shall fight like a lion, and 
do great exploits for his countrey ; as Judas Maccabeus did: as Hunniades, that 
l Maul of the Turks, and. Scanderbeg, who killed 8 co. Turks with his own hand,and 
^fought foearneftly fometimee, that the very blood burftout at his lips. So did 
Ztfca, and the reft of Chrifts worthy warriours: who by faith, ( and yet by force ‘ 
Of arms too ) waxed vabant tn fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens, fub- 
dr.ed kf*gdomes fought the Lords battles, Heb. 11.32,34- They faw by faith, what 
is on the other fide of the fhore of this mortality : and that put mettle into them. 

_ rr r t A.' Y alourof theGauls , was admired by the Romans: it proceeded from that in- 
ll't'l’ ftru «'» nt l«y from their Vrmdu, of the immortality of the foul. The Swedes 
SESF . u P° n tl,£ ^ amc ground (hewed incredible courage in the late German warres:runm..g 
into apparent danger, like flies into the candle ( faith One ) as if they had not feen 
' it. Faith fears no colours. What brave fpirits hath God raifed up amongft us alare, 

righting as it were in blood to the knees for Religion and liberty, refolved either to 
vanquilh or die, as the Black Prince; n ray «’ cm' t«V, with that Lacedemonian, 
cither to live with the Gofpel, or to die for it? And how valiant thereftored 
Jews fhall once be upon their enemies the Turks, who now hold their countrey till 
theur iniquities be full who can tell? Sureitisthat Ifrael after their viftory over 
rf' ci JP 0lltl]0 f e that Jpoiled them , and rob thofe that robbed themjaith the Lord 
Uoa, tzek. 39.10. And then perhaps it is, that the wealth of all the heathen round 
a out Jja L be gathered together ( as a prize or booty ) gold, and River , and appa~ 
re an great abundance'] Look how Abraham ftripped the four kings of their plun- 
<lvc i Ge».i4 r .i6,Gide 6 H, the Midianites, Judg,S. David, theAmalekites, 1 Sant. 30. 
i«. lehojaphat, the Ammonites, ( they were three dayes in gathering thc fpoil it 
was lo much z Chron. 20.25.) fo it may fall out one day with their pofterity. 

1 tie jew Doftours, as they,have a faying, that whatfoever befell unto the Fathers 
a ligne unto the children : fo of Abrahams viiflory over the four kings, they 
write, that it befell unto him; to teach thatTour kingdomes.( thofe kingdomesfpo- 
Ken or in Daniel) fhou Id ftaij d up to rule over the world : and that in the end his 

children 
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children fliould rule over them, and they Ihould all fall by their hand, and they 
fliould bring again all their captives, and all their fubftance. on Gen. 14/ 

Verfc 15. And fo fall be the plague of the horfe, of the mule , of the camel 1 
All the beafts of fervice, made ufe of by thc enemy, fhall confume in like fort, as 
their matters. Firft, for a punifhment to their owners, who muft needs fuffer lofTe 
thereby. Hence Saul was fo fedulous in feeking the loft affes. Secondly, to fhew 
how God is difpleafed with, and will feverely-punifh all that arc inftrumentall to 
the Churches calamities, or ferviceable to their finne. The ferpent is curfed, cut 
fhorter by the feet, and made to wriggle upon his belly, yea confined to the duft for 
his diet. So God curfeth and abhorretli all inftrumentsof idolatry, Efay 30. 22. 

JSlnm. 31.22, 23. Dent. 7. 25. The graven imager of their gods fhall ye burn with 
fire-, the very vifible heavens, becaufc defiled with mans finne, are to be purged bv 
thefireof the laft day. 

Ferfe 16. Every one that is left of all the nations } i.e. that hath efcaped-the 
plague, verfc 12. and is beaten into a better mind : as thofe Hunnes,that, vanqui- \ 
died by the Cbriftians, concluded that Chrift was the true God, and bccame.his ( 
fubjefts. God had promifed before to fubvert the Churches enemies, but here to ' 
convert them, which is farre better. And it fhall appear to be fo ( asconverfion 
cannot be hid ; you^annon turn a bell, but it will make a found: and report its own 
motion. See Gal. 1.23.) 

for they fhall even go up}fc.to the Temple, which flood upon mount Moriah: 

toworfbip thc king the Lord of Mofis ]. to fend a lamb ( or an homage peny) to. Efay 16,1,. 
the Lord of the whole earth. 

and to keep the feaft of Tabernacles} In a due manner, which had not been 
rightly done ( a marvellous thing ) all along during the reigne of David , Solomon, 
and aft thofe fuccceding Reformers, till about thefetime£; as appears Neh. 8. 16, 

17, 19. The fence of this text is, that thc converted Gentiles fhall joyn with the 
Jews, in the fincere fervice of God according to his will, and not according to 
their own brains and fancies: that they fhall worfhip him with the fame rites, in 
thc fame places and affemblies which they do: that Jehovah may be one, and bis 
Name one amongft them, as t-irfc 9. that there may be no more Jew, and Gentile, 

Barbarian or Scythian, bond or free, but Chrift may be all, and in all. That thofe 

two flicks being joyned into one, Ezck: 37. 16. all Ifrael may be faved, Rom. Co *‘ 3 - , j r 

11. 2 6. and raifed as from the dead, verfc 15. thc Gentiles alfo may have their 

partin the fame refurreftion. All this is here fet forth in fuch termes, and under 

Inch types as were then moft inrequeft: as of going up to the Temple, Keeping 

the feaft Of Tabernacles, &c. All which expreflions are parabolical!, fymbolicall, 

and enigmaticall: framed to the capacity of the Jews, much addided to thefe le- 

gall rites and fhadows, then in ufe, but now done away, Col. 2. 17. Web. 10. 1. 

whatever the Jews conclude from this text for their continuance under Meilias his 

kingdome. Chriftians have their feafts or holy-dayes too, 1 Cor. 5.8. yea their 

feaft of Tabernacles in a myftieall fence, 1 Pet. 2. 1 1. Heb. 11.1,9. 

Ferfe 17. Even upon them fhall be no rain J i. e. Nullum mifericordiam affe- 
(]nentur, faith Thcodorct: They fhall get no good’at Gods hand. Judaea was 
fumen tetius orbis, as One faith, a very fat and fertile countrey : but yet fo, as that 
her fruitfulnefle depended much upon feaforiable ftiowres, the former and latter 
tain.- and the Prophet feemeth here to allude to that of Mefes, Dent. n. 10, &c. 

If God did not hear the heaven, and the heaven the earth, the earthTouId not 
hear the corn, wine, and oil, nor thofe hear Jezrcel, Hof. 2. 19. Judaea was not 
like that countrey in Pliny , ubi ficcitas dat lutum , imbres pulverem , where drought 
made dirt, rain made duft: but if the heaven were iron over them, the earth 
would foon be braffe under them, and not yeeld her increafe, ( See Pfltl. 6 j. 9. 

Efay 30. 23.) and then where would they be quickly? fith Animantis cufufque 
vita in fuga cfl , life would be loft, if not maintained by daily food. Rain is in 
Scripture put 1. Properly, for water coming out of the clouds, Deut. 11. ii # 

Prov. 16.15. nourifliing the herbs and trees. 2. Metaphorically for Chrift, his 
Gofpel, and his graces, wherewith the fouls of men are made fruitfull in good works, 

Efay 45,8. Deut. 32.2. Hof. 6. 3. The want of rain is on the contrary made here, 
and Re-v. 11.5, a figne of a curfc. It waiteth not for the fonnes of men, Mic. 5.7. 

Ece 2. but 




aJ n Expoftionon _ Chap. 14. 

luit m aceomphfncth what God appointed), Ef-.y 55.10,11. W'liyltliileth i^ e 
and now, wc know not, and wonder. * 

i of. 18. And. if the f.unity of Egypt"] So called from one Aigr.pt os, a Kinr- 
there, in toe Hebrew it is called, ( mofrly ) Mi^raim, from one of chat name" 
Gen. 1 o. 6. fonictimcs, tor its power and pride, it is called, Rahab, P/« 7 . 87. 4. * anc [ 
Sy. n. Efaj$i. 9. Tkc family of Egypt is here put for the whole Nation (fee 
the like Amos 3.1.) becaufe, after the confufion of tongues especially. Nations 
took their original! and denomination from the head of ionic* family • as did the 
Egyptians from MUraim, C barns fee on d forme. J 

ff » 5 ' «/b tend come not ] but they did receive the ChrifHan religion with the fifJl- 
had Chriffian firhoois, Dortours, and Profcflours, after that Saint i ia d there 
planted a Church at Alexandria, now called Scan-uror,:. *j his was forc-pronhccied 
ifay 1 9 . 21. The Lord foal l be k>:o\\'n to Egypt , &c A-d the Lord full JM tte E- 
£*!■'[■> t>c fi-Al Jt&ue and heal tt- y tkc. he fiiali caufe them to pafc under the rod, and 
1# br.ag them tuto Use bond of the covenant' vs it i.; E<. if ;o- '~- 

pb..i have no mm • Others'read it thus. It fail kci rain upen them. ] or they 
alio needed rain in fome nicafurc, as well as other nations. ‘ 2 p/ . 7 . ; C j 

though not fo much, by reamn of the overflowings cf die river ~s iiu;: vvhTch if It 
arile to a juft height, Jc. of fifteen or lixtcvn cub.ts, as Pimy ^Wsvi, it n.^.I-srhe 
l.and very fruicfull; 10 that they do hut throw indie leu!, and have lour ..tnhar- 
veits in ie/fe then four moneths. Indeed where die Nile arrives not, ti e.e .siio- 
.thing, they fay, in. Hgypt, but a whitifii find, hearing no ife, but two ft.k 
weeds, colled a ah it and 6 uz.nl: vvhicii, burn: : j allies, and conveyed to Vcrscc 
I n ‘ akc the thry ftall-glaffcs. The Chaldee : c.ders it. Non r»v/,« e j:,s NT us. 

God loves to confute men in their confidences, to dry no their NTufts, r :,ee Emf. 

■ Ift.iyff.) as he did for two yeers together in the time otiisoonir.: z 

Uitrlc before Chrifts birth: and once bclore for nine years fpace. ’ 

ih.-cfh.il/ be the plague \ rj.d. Jf they efcape theforcthrcatcned evil, a worfc thing 
rd>ides them .• their prefervation from famine is but a refervacion to thofc everlalk 
• n S burnings Ecrfc 12. And though here they abound even to fctictv, and furiet 
r he Egyptians were wont to boaft that they could feed all men, and tea if all 
the gods, without any lenfible diminution of their provifion) yet at the laft day 
they ffc.ali be cut fhort enough, eat fire, drink brimftonc, God himfelf uttering 
tiiOJe or tilt* like words If ay 05. 12, Beholder flatus frail cat, ln:t you (hall be 
h [ tr :p\ ( f ho/ ~U n: yj n 't -.ik! s (bail dr mb, bra y ex (hill be thirfiy : behold, my fervanrs 
}oaU rt) vitr, but none fall be .:famed. Behold , ny fervants fall far for py of heart 
ax! ye fall try for JorroW of heart, and fall howl for -vexation of fj,!rie. < * 

life 19. This fall k the p H nifment of Egypt, and the p naif mm] Or fins In¬ 
deed me lin of fins to flight Gods Ordinances and offers of graceand to ncnleft 
S ltat wlvation as is tendred in and by Chrift. This very fin is it, own punifli- 
tnent. 2 huts condemnation, or hell aiorehand , /ciwj.i'o. This brctmht CV- 
rV-n“P M V V U * ,om heaven to hell. Mat. 11.23. 'Pagans that never heard of 
V^uiit inali rave an eafier judgement then fuch, Aiat .) o. 25. for they (hall have 
a double condemnation.One from the law which they have broken wherein'thrift 
found them: another from the Gofpci for rejecting Chri it, and the bath of his 
mood, to the which even the Princes of Sodom arc invited, Efu 1. io. See John 
! “• 21.44. iris withfuch as with a makfwW that being dead 1 in • 

' ■ 1 rn yct l cfufc a P ardon * Elanxiis obferveth here that mention* is made of 
tnc jeafi of Tabernacles efpe-JaHy. 1 .Uccaufc tins lea ft was now moftfolcmnly kept 
^ f a And IL-condiy, bueufcic was a moll evident teftimony 

or the hrit gathering together of the people >;r lira el . that is of a free ordained 
Church. Therefore it was better liked of the people, audit more evident flgn of 
their uniting or knitting together within themfclves, as is unto us the holy fup- 
pec of our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

I erfe 20. In that day frail then be upon the bids of the horfes T hanged upon their * 
headcs, or about their necks : as Ittdg. 8. z 6 . the Midianitifh camels had rich 
collais and chains about their necks, for ornament fake. It was a witty conceit of 
a modern Divine, that many deal, with their Minijfters, as carriers do with their 
hor*es; ley heavy bifrthens upon them,and then bang bels about their necks: they 

fluff 
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fii ill have harfwoik and great commendations: but eafy commons, good Words j 
but fl :ght wages. This was better then that bald conceit of Theodore* t^kthers^ 1 ib - '■ bi P- 

tint tins Propbcfie was then fulfilled when as Confiantine the Great ( orflKiochcr f b 

’■!, h-, t for him) caufed the bits of his horfe-bridlc to be made of the nailes of the t .8. * * ’ ** 
;. rode of Chrift. I confeife the word isby fome rend red bridles, by others trap- Sioat. s-1. 
pniys, Emntals, cellars. ’ fis \‘f[/A V oy read only here: .and hence this varie¬ 
ty of interpretations. Calvin renders it fables of horfes : which although they 
are but contemptible places and ufiially (link : yet the Prophet faith, they (hall be 
-.,dy to the Ler-d. Hereby the Prophet teachcth, faith He, tfftt God fhallfobe 
kingtifthe world; as that all things fliall be applied to his worfhip: neither 
fliaflany thing be of io common and ordinary ufe that fhall not change its nature 
and be landified to Gods Icrvice. The comparifon here is made betwixt things 
profane, and the infcription on the high-Prielfs mitre, which was Holinefc to the 
Lora. This is a manifcfl teftimeny of a godly mind, when godlinefle runs thorough ’ 
a mans w'hole lifers the woofe doth thorough the web : whenordinary aftions are 
done.from a right principle,and to a right purpofc: according to that old and good 
Rule, fluiccjti'tdagas,propter Detan ngaspyberherye cate or drin for whatfever ye do, 1 Cor. lo.^r. 
de all to the glory of GoJ. .Receive every creature with thankfgiving:in ferving men* 1 T,m * 4 * ,4 * 
ferve the Lord Chrift:excrcifc your general calling in your particular:do earthly bu- Hol,n ?!f‘ msi 
fineffe with heavenly minds: Content not your lelf with a naturall ufe of the crea- 
lure, as bruit beaftsdo, but taft the fwcetncfle of God in all : and in all thy mayes when we wm 
acknowledge Him, depending upon him for dirc&ion and fucceffe, confulting with ‘tpoaour c-appl 
him, and approving thine heart and life unto him. This is to go the upper way w}}:nw * drink. 
‘Pro. 15. 24. which indeed is both cleaner, fhorcer, andfafer. This is to be of D> ' Hmu ' 
that royal! P; ieft-hood, that hath for its pofy, Holinefc to the Lord. This is to be 
harmckfc , and bla.mclejfc, the fons of God j known by dieir holmefleas Davids 
children were by their garments of diverfe colours. l or Ss he that hath called them 
is holy, fo arc they alfo holy, and that in all manner of convention and commu¬ 
nion too, even when they deale with carnal men, and in common matters. 

and the pots in the Lords hottfo flsall be like the boivles before the Altar] All this 
muff be undcrflood of the fpirituail fcrvice, which fhould be in the C'hriftian 
church: delcribcd by the ancient ceremonial fcrvice, as If a. 60. 7. and 66. 23. 

Mai. 1. 11. And it is to flicw, that the efficacy, force, and operation of the 
holy Ghoft, Ihall be far more plentifull through Chrift in the Church of the Gof- 
pdl, then it was in times paft, underchclaw. bee Hob. 8. 6. Eph. i j.Ifa. 

44- 4- 

Verfe 21. Tea,every pot in lerufalcm &c. ] That is, faith Damns, God fliall 
as God-like be worfhiped of every faithfull perfon in his own houfe, as he was of 
old in his Temple by the Jews. Calvin adds, at cjuiojuid aggrediantur homines ft 
facrificiuM, fo that whatfoever good men enterprize, fliall be afacrificc. God 
Ihall fmcll a favour of reft from them, they oflife and peace from him. 

there fall be no more the Canaanitc] The merchant, faith the vulgar after Aqui~ 
la, and the Chaldee ; that is, the Stmoniatk, the Church-chopper, fuch mony- 
niercbants as Chrift whipt out of the Temple Mat. 21. 12. Job. 2. 15. But 
better render it 'who were indeed great Merchants Hof. 12. 7. Ezek. henici- 

17. 4. but herefft ftands for a wicked man, an hypocrite, that botch of Chriftian gT<at 

fociety. Puraerit Ecelcftaab omnibus inquinamentis, faith Calvin : the Church wereCanaa- 
ffiall be purged of all fuch Pelts. See Rev. 22. 27. nofuchowles Ihall be fecn tfites. 
flying in the Churches welkin. Godwin, by the due exercife of difciplinc, and > 
otherwife, be daily purging out allfcandals, as fuch men arc called Mat. 13. 41- . : 

and caufing the unclean fpiric to pafle outofthe, land Zach. 13. 2.1 conclude 
with Tbeodorct, Doming Omnipotens banc vocem veram ejfe hoc tempore prafiet 
&c. God Almighty make good this promife unto us at this time ; that there may 
be no curfcd Canaanitc found amongft us; but that we may all live according to* 
the dodtrinc ofthcGofpcll, and expeft that bleflcd hope and comming of :tfic 
great God our Saviour Jefus; to whom with the Father and holy Spirit be glory 
forever. Amen. 
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COMMENT 

EXPOSITION 

Up on the Prophefie of 

malachi. 


Verfe I. H E burden ~] that is, the burdenous Prophecy ( as 

* J TrcmelLius renders it }A burden ; as i. enjoyned 

Ly U . gfflQX \ impofed upon the Prophet to utter, to cry a- 

Figfticr. ■» l° uc ^ and not fpare, to lift up his voice as a trum- 

V et ( ^ rc ‘ ^ ra * n ‘ n g every vein in his heart to do it; 
declaiming luftily again ft fin and finners, and pro- 
clayrning hell-fire for them in cafe they am cad not. 
Chryfoft. This is a bufineffe of fome burthen, anus tpjis eti- 

am Angelu tremendum. This was typified in the (laf rings that were made to conti- 
i- nue upon the Ark: the Kohathitcs fhoulders felt wherefore. If God had not helped 
1 thofeLevites , they could never have borne the Ark i C bon. 15. 26. Sr. Paul 
was very fenfible ofthe minifteriall burthen, rowling upon him daily 2 Cor-i 1. 2S. 
And Latimer leaped, when lighted of his Bifhoprick. 2. As burdening the peo¬ 
ple with their fins, and breathing out threatnings for the fame; for fin (how light¬ 
ly foe ver accounted of ) hales hell at the heels of it, and procures divine vengeance. 
Which isa.Jburthen unfuppbrtable. It brake the Angels backs, and made the fun of 
1 Pet-2. 24. God groan piteoufly, then when he bare our [ms in his body in the tree. His foul 
was heavy therewith even to the death : and had he not had the better fhoulders, 
had not God laid help on One that was mighty ( even the mighty firong God, as he is 
{filed Efay 6. 6 . ) he had fainted and failed under his burthen- David complaints, 
that his fins were gone over his head, and like a fore burthen, were too heavy for 
him to bear Pfal. §8. 4. That which comforted him was, that no foonerhehad 
a Sam* 1 =. ■ Peccavi I have (inned, ibut the Prophet Nathan faid, Tranfitslit Denspeccatnm 

rittim, God hath tranfiated thy fin upon Chrift, hath carded ihy fin to paffeover 
to him, and (as it were) byawritt of Jit move , hath eftft thy'burthen upon bis 
ihonldcr?. And this incomparable mercy David afterwards cclebratcth rfu 5 2 4,5. 


Chap.i . theTropbecie o f Malachy! < j 0? 

*1 ticHcd him and killed ^"Smo^forT/s ftnfc of 

ch ought of ftmnner : he was turned into a verv 'shell tKrf * A tKl ° lhe 

in theJ-dtoke , wofullv wanzed he was, and wafted* Yulf t ^ °f boncs ’ a bc: tlc 
™7f* Ki,t0 tf,cc O ai ch he) l fled by faith to the rn’m e C f re J!f d > r » 1 ^inowfcd'je 
was laid (as a burthen ) the iniquiticoF usa tmtlT*** Ch J l *W" s ™ whom 
jmtlyfo^tvefl the mtefany of J J Jn i ***'*• *"*$#- And than pre¬ 
load. of lead upon my conscience, and’ as an obliSn °h ? at C,il tI,en Ia V ,ike a 
pimillimcnc ( um for want of this comfort- S atl0n , bound me over to condigne 
that is, my ' uniflhment isTellZlT^; ™ ^ a ^ down, ^ A * _ 

( even holy 1 Job , with whom God was but in left fjlr * b< ^ ter raar ; tIieri C 
lamicic was heavier then the [and of the f M ?„/A ? " l C1 " ,eS OUt tbac b, ’ s d- 

T/er thm his groaning, Chap. 2 ? Thnlirl * "u C ,aC ^ et ^ xs fi r °ahe was hru- 
confcicnce,can tell what an evil!aad bitter bfioZ***' 5“*^ ° fa ,adcn 
way with it, and make as ligh t of it as Sarrof, ■ £ f t' 1 h °^ C iac now run a * « 

mat they would imitate porters, who bfin« called Jnd J * C JS born * a,of ^ 

burden, will poifeit and weigh it in their finds d f f n ° ney to bearc a 

are not able to ftand under, no ga Tn w fl entice them t,K ‘ y fce ^cy 

the Lord to anger ? dTnlrtl^, t ° UndtTCa ^ ~ prl 

rhe pnnifhing hands of the living God} L the the wrath ofVr ^^ ^ t0 „ . 

alymi, as the mcjfengcr* of death > furelv thev 'thtutrlmH* K, " g ^ ' * rw *''**& °f Hco 
cmfot in pieces in feeling, as that Martvr \a\A 3 n!iT b J- n / bc f arin ^ flia ‘l be 
childrens play of Gods dreadful! menaces ( as & Jofe^W/^ chat make 

viachan-like ) efleem Gods iron as Zaw l??™! ™P orcetl1 ) CLe- S p T,t 

dotlic old (lories of forraine wanes oras thevMmU‘rl° P ^ bm ' dcns > ! « they Joh^L?. 
pirture or piece of Arras which nrvnr m 1 ie y bebold the wounds and blond in a 
f.y,read and ^arc; Let allthefr" T 

it they bplong to God, he will crimJe thc’ir^ron fi* 3 3o7 l ,ettbem ^now, that 

and nrqiy or bony finnes. As if Other wife he windfall ^ ^ t[leir ITlan y Am/ i-' 

wc. S lu, and gnnd then, to powder, M „. a, 4“ 

Trims'"that reamed Lmo^ diem toJtiTZh 7"^ 

haTpai^fo^ear forfai!d e iiad^iowr^ughVt f hei r ' n ^ a /l c ^^finne'tha^they 

unlawfull marriages See. "and fo had lolf im J* ’ olDivmo VVorfliip 

Putting God to his Jld a^li n " la , n " er > thc f ™‘ c of fuffering] I 

finghrmtofighont.ascvenfS \tm hr mi «»- 

!W1»« c ,//,L/,& 1. 0tt “ cm > '‘b M*ll **>«',& c. •Kcfr.bac fih'r 

d °' *», that bind heavy burdens W hard ° f tl ', 0lC FI ’ ariltcs tfay bn 

preach as well asourtonoues nedifta f/rfit-" /- bcC our .b an ds alfo 

fpeaketh, left talking bv the Talent .J ati ^ dc fi c f Kt f ;s (rr.befcant % as Tcmsllnw 
our tongues the lye. g V ‘ r ’ * nd w.orkmg t»y the the Ounce, our hands give 

y alach, ] i. e. Mine Angel, or an A,igelt call man. Not an heavenly Angel, 



<jo8 <tdn Expofition on Chap.i. 

f j tcfa Jod in as Ortgen held: nor as told and taught by an Angel how to deliver and deport him- 
fine formal n °~ felf in his office , like as when that iSail.^gd or voice from heaven came'to Chrifl, 
men ad]ep 1 ' J,,h. j. z .38. the people that flood by and heard it, laid, that it thundered, others fan!, 

r " ro » mv l mi AngelJpakg to him , vcr. 29. But either he was lb called by his parents at his birds 
Ghonlhi* Msr- an ^ circumcilion ( as Angelas Polit units and others ) or clfe fo firnamed by the good 
people of thofe times; as whole difpolition, communication, converlatiop, coun¬ 
tenance and whole carriage were Angelicall. Chryfoftom , for like canfe , calleth 
Paul, z/Ingclmn terreftrew an earthly Angel. And the Authour to the Hebrewes 
fpeaking of thofe faithfull Martyrs that lived and differed foon after Afalachfs 
time, he faith, Of whom if;c world v’m not wort hy, Heb. 11.38. Meaning, chat they 
were lirccr to be fet as Angels in heaven, to be fixed in the region of happine/fe, to 
(hue (all fair upon the CwhjhM (kelf{ as that Martyr laid ) then to abide here among 
Ml. and Mon. f irmcis . ('hryfoftom in his 55 .11 omtly u.pon Man hew calleth certair religious men 
of his time Angels, for their fanftimony and celeitiall converfation. And Dr. 
Tailor Martyr bleficd God, that ever lie tame in company with that Atwell of Gut 
John Bradford. 

IV fe 2. / have loved) on j.-iih the Lord ] Thou haft loved us ( might they reply) 
ivhileit we were trilling and obedient . '1 hou hreefi them that love thee , G J ,ov. 8. 1 
and (heweft mercy to thoufands of them that love thee and keep thy conimande- 
2. ments, Exod.20. But now then haft utterly re e'clcd us, thou art very wroth aganiji 
as. Nay faith God, Ido love you, io 7 rente lime renders this 7 ext: 7 am JehkA,, 
l change not, ( hap. 3.6. I do reft m my love , and will feek no further , Zcph. 3. 17. 
Surely Jfracl hath not been f or Jib/;n nor Judah of hts God , of the Lord of Hafts, though 
their land was filled with (in again ft the Holy One of Jfrael, Jer. 51.5. Thus it was 
before the captivitie. But how after? See Zach.i. 17. The Lord had profelfed 
before, that he had been lore difpleafed with their Fathers, verfe 7. and it appears 
ver. 3,4. they were no better then their Fathers: all which notwith (landing, fee a 
fv.ect promife,rci-.i 7. Cry yet faying. Thru faith the Lord of Hoffs , Aly cities through 
profycrity (hall yet bcjprcad abroad, and the Lord (hall yet co.-nfort Zion, a;.d fhali yet 
ihi/fe Jcrnfalcm. 1 here arc four Lets in the Text, and all very gracious ones: to 
fliew, that the fulnefle finne in us doth not abate the fulnefle of love in God to¬ 
ward his people. And the fame in effed: is thankfully acknowledged by thofe holy 
Levites at their folemn fall, held much about the time of our Prophet AiaLuhy, 
Nchcm. 9. where they make a catalogue of the many fruits and expreflions of 
Gods love to themlelves and ftieir fathers. Betides extraordinary favours not a 
few, he gave them good l.avves, verfe 13. good Sabbaths, verfe 14. his good fpirit 
to inftrud them. 20. He forfook them not when they dealt proudly a gain ft him, 
16,17. but crowned them with outward ’comforts, 21,25. affiided them when 
they provoked him, 26,27. fent them Saviours when they cryed to him, 27. after 
often revolts, was often intreated, 28. with held his word and confirming judge¬ 
ments fora long time,3 0,31. And was there not love in all this? Might not God 
well fay, I have loved you ? %jbera thinks there is an Apoftopefis in the words, as if 
God would have faid more; but very grief breaks off his fpeeclgout of a deep 
fenfe of their dcteflable ingratitude. David hath fuch an abrupt expreflion, Pfal. 
116. r. / love : becaufe the Lord hath heard ray voice. Such a pang, fuch a pail ion 
he felt, that he was not able to fay, I love the Lord, but J love, and fo r breakes off 
abruptly. The like whereunto may here be conceived of God ; who cannot en¬ 
dure to have his love lod, his grace undervalued, as it was by thefe obitreperous 
Queflionifts,whoput him to his proof,as thofe didjjtr.2.25. • 
yet ye fay, wherein haft thou loved ms \ Their late captivity and calamity fo duck 
dill in their domacks, that they could not fee wherein he had (hewed them any 
love. But had they confidered Daniels weekes, they might have known that ( be¬ 
fides their free election, all bleffings flowing therefrom, as zetje 3.4. 5. ) for their 
feventy years captivity, they had feven feventies of years granted them afterwards 
for the comfortable enjoyment of their own countrey. Bed mgr mo quod donatur, 
depcrditur., faith Seneca. And Aware non rc daman ten; eft amor is impendia perdere, 
faith Hterome. All's lod that is laid cut upon tfn unthankful! people, who’devoure 

# Gods bed bledings as bruit beads their prey . haunch them up and fwallow them, 

* as fwine do fwil: bury them as the barren earth doth the feed : ufe them as homely, 

as 


Chap.i. the Prophetic o/Makchi. 

as Ik:Ad did her fathers gods, which fhc laid among clieTi^eT^nd c,,,,™- 

.guinft Goa with bis own weapon, 

cud iigamk Ichor ,with his own meflejigers, as ‘Dtvid did n a r- J ■"/ 

jrC .od had lured them to be wicked &c. 13 Jllf u • a.. 

km briber} Did they not both tumble in a belly ? were thev . 
not-both digged on: oj the fame pit, fawen out of the fan e -L'. ? „ 1 * 1 

(as the great lurk, and Ins brethren born of the fame parents’ the cklcfti. d ,rv C 
ned to a diadem, the red to an halter fo here) Efau rhouoh ‘ ^ 

wastvjcdcd at iealt he » fc& loved (fcr i 

-.i. 14. 10.S7.) j ’.cob though the younger and weaker 

{for Lfiu was born a manly cmldc, born with aboard as fomc think 
tbetefotecalicd 5 ’J„^ H »d ^ . 

a babe) yet was Gods beloved one. And lb were bis poftcrity too the , - 
Godscboyce above the Edomites; who were now left in captivity at AabwT..-" 
when as the jews were returned into their own rountrey ■ yea tb'-tlr K f,i' ' 
and as a telhmony ofCiodslove to them, were thefe Edomites ftiii bHd cantiV,-’ ‘ 
and their land irreparably ruinated becaufe they Ihewcd thcrofelvemcrrifc#e and 
bloouy m the day of Jerufalems calamity, ObuL10.11. pf.i i- n n ( ) ! f • 
tiurged the liraciitcs, laying, lb,,, fal, „otFM««t *• fHh- i- -V b 
tbcr Ditt. *J. 7- nut as Mm began betime to pcrfccute J.nO, bnTtlinn'af him 
and bruilingimn in their motberi womb(»V». 25.2s. f„ bis poHerity w?re bittcT 
enemies to toe Ghurcn , joying in her milcry, and joyninc with her r „»J, 
wherefore thus iaitb the Lord Cod, / rt ;ll ,uf. L-,. h 7 " ' ; T' m,e ’; 

, >I4 . 

yc: / loved j «■<[,] And preordained Itim to It crmvn shat never fedetii -as P-,t 
c.poiindecll tins test S.^.o.15. ofelcrtion to eternal lift, which is the fweeteft 
and lured leal of Gods love. Lct usiecureour eleftion (and fo Gods fpeeial lo'e 
CO our louIs) bythofetwo infallible marks zThef.i. 13. ] bth f of th Z ' 
that p.rrtiyfl.u,ay and propriety, of aflurance. Secondly ftnlliftrarion At/ie sXZ 
f, no the obedience of the truth. And as God loved Jacobs perfon, fo lie loved h-s 
poller.ty the 1 radices above all other people: not becaufe they were morn 
m number, or better in ailpoiition, cxmeho. c /.-.■>a Ac. lJucA*-.. ff i. ur d lr 
Z’ed Vff.v, therefore hr jet his love upon yon, and chafe you, faith Arfufts Dim'. 7 7 <• 
tne ground of his love was wholly inl.imfelf; there being nochmo in man m ' 
thingmtr ot Gods Mi, that ran primarily move, and incline the ercmaiimmuta- 
biC, anu omnipotent w .it 01 God. I he true original and lit*ft motive of his Io-e 
tokrsereaturcts, d K oe:.lg.,f:,- ; ,«//. See.'AVth.i.j. where all the four cauiW 

of F.leition arc (ticwed tube without us. 

l [f]\ ! loved him not ad did Jrob: i paffed hint b”, 

and let Ium alone to pcrifli in Ins corruption, and for In's fin. And for 1 m nolle 
my 3 whereas they were carried captives by A AvtAadn^ar fas 1 fuel alio was'- 
1 have not turned again their captivity, but laid their land dciblate • rafeda- 'l 
•harafed their cities ana cattles made them an habitation of dragons and dcviK 
and al! tins as an argument of my deep hatred and utter detection of them 
rueit .s, that Juaea lay utterly wafte, during the feventy yeers ofchcircaptivitv* 
thelanu Kept her fabbathsreftmg from tillage. Upon the fiauglrter o fGcddnh 
the Jews that were left in the land fied into Egypt.- and God kept ciieroom 
empty, and tree from invafion ot torreiners, untill the return of the N-.^vcsout 
or Babylon. Now it was tar otherwife with Jdumeni the defolation whereof is 
tiere delcribedtobcboth total and perpetual, (according to that foretold hv Eve 
.Chid Chap. 35. O mount 8cir, I will make thee to b c mo ft .dofobvc, or (as the F.zcc 
Hebrew hath it emphatically and eloquently) waftneffc, mdwaftnefe, extreme and 7 ‘ 15 * 
and irrecoverah e. A or utter mine befcl that countrey, being part 

o tAraata Petrca (hence mention of their mountains) and abounding naturally with 
with ferpent*, or dragons ; it being in the wildcrncffe of this country of Edom 

vprv C i I fj lclltes T Crcr ° itun S vvlth ftci 'V ferpents: hence it became afterwards a Naai 
very ucn of dragons lurking there. 

rcefe-^. Whereas Edcm faith wc arc impoverished'] Or, thru ft out of hot: ft and 








home, and reduced co extreme indigency: yet we will return, and build the dcfolate 
■pieces. We ivill do it all , defpito di Deo (as that prophane Pope faid:) if it be but to 
crofTe Gods prediction, and to witliftandhis power and providence. Thus thefe 
. earthen pots will be dafhing themfelves againft the rocks, againft: thofe moun¬ 

tains of brajje (fo Gods immutable decrees are called Zech. 6.1. Thus Lantech will 
have the oddes of God feventy to feven (fo Junius interprets it) Gen. 4. 24. 
Thus, when God had threatened to'root out Ahab and his pofterity, he would 
try that .and to prevent it, took more wives, and fo followed the work of gene¬ 
ration, that he left feventy fons behinds him, 2 Kin. 10.1. Thus Pharaoh {that 
fturdy rebel) holds out againft God to the utmoft, and fends away hisfervant 
Mofcs , threatning death to him, even then when he vva*s compafled on all hands 
with that palpable darknefTe. Thus the Philiftin Princes (while lome plagued) ga- 
1 Sam.7. ther themfelves together again againft the humbling Ifraelites at Mizpch and 
lo rum to meet their bane. Thus the proud Ephraimites Jfai.g. 10. 7 he brick* in¬ 
deed, fay they, arc fallen cloWn, bin we will build it again with hewen ftones. The 
. 7 be wilde fgtrees arc cut down , but we will change them into Cedars. Thus the Pha- 
rifeesand Lawyers rejected the counfelof God againft themfelves Luk. 7. ;o. yea 
Att.5.39. would needs be found fighters againft God, as Gamaliel truly told them. Thus thole 
primitive perfccutours would needs attempt to root our Chriftian religion ; the 
Jews by the leave and help of Julian, todefpitethe Chriftians, would reedifie their 
'fob.de Colm- city and Temple, but were hindred from heaven. Otko the Em per our would 
na in Mari- make the city of Rome his Imperial feat (which was long before pointed and 
fujtot. painted out for the Neft of Ancichfift) but could not effedt it. The Jefuits would 

fain heal the Beafts wounded head, and reeftablifh their kingdom of Idolatry, But 
this they mu ft never look for- Clirift fliallraign, and all his foes fhail be his 
footftool; The Romifh Edomites fhallcome to rurne. 

thus faith the Lord, They (hall build, but J will throw downj Knit alto a culmwe 
‘R^oma, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen', her downfal is furc, fore, and fudden, 
Vcrfa cris tn ciacres ejuafinunejuam Rema fuijjes, faid Sibylla of old.’ And there was 
fomething furely in that which wc have read, that when the wars began in 
. Germany Anno 1619. a great bralte image of the Apoftle Tcter (that had 7 it 
l' cs Pei rus&c. fairely imboffcd upon it) Handing in Saint Peters Church at Rome, 
there was a great and mailie ftone fell down upon it, and fo fhattered it to 
pieces, that not a letter of all chat fentence (whereon Rome founds her claime) 
was left whole fo as to be read ; laving that one piece of that fentence c sEdifcabo 
Ecclcftam meam, Jwill build my Church, which was left fair and entire. Surely when 
popifh mountains and Monafteries fhail be defolated and demolilhed, when the 
Pope (who was wont to fay that he could never want mony as long as he was a- 
Rev.1fi.12'. ble to hold a pen in his hand) fhail bemiferably impoverifhed , and his Euphrates 
ofrevenuesdryedup, the mountain of the Lords houfe fhail be fet above all 
Ezek.-21.29. ^ 1C mountains, and the Lord Chrift alone {hall reign in glory : he fhail overturn, 
overturn , overturn all Antichriftian power and policy: he will utterly deftroy 
thofe crows-nefts ( as Henry the eighth called the religious houfes that he pulled 
Students. down) nc iter um ad cohabitandum convolent, left thole unclean birds fhould build, 
again. 

they fhail bmld but Jwill deftroy] It is the Lord then that both plants and puls up 
kingdoms, nations and peoples: that makes and deftroyes States publike or private 
at his pleaiure : they are all in his hand and done by him,andfall notoutby any 
fortune 5 or fatal revolution, and viciftitude. Dan.i. 21. Luk^ 1. 52. 

And theyjbal call them the border of wickedncfte.^ Chiefly for their infulting 
over the people of God in their affli&ion, Ob ad. 10. That wicked one, the Pope, is 
grofly guilty of this Edomitijb inhumanity. What feafting and fending of gifts . 
was there, when the two witnefles wereflain ? What joy and jollity when the 
lValdenfes (thofe ancient Proteftanti) were worfted in battel*? Wbat pro- 
cefftons and bone-fires at Rome upon the news of the Parifian maffacre ? Thua- 
ttus tels us, that the Pope caufcd it to be painted in bis Palace : .and that the Car¬ 
dinal of Lorrain gave him that brought the firft tidings of it to Rome, thirty thou- 
fand crowns for a reward. I do the rather parallel the Edomites and Romifis, be- 
caufe the Rabbins ufually by £^e»?,undcrftand Rome : and the Thargum renders O 


Cim p.i. theT ropbecie of Malachv. “jj- 

wickedncffc, haply called the border, or limit as theJVon ft r- 1S * ai I d °* i>u- y - ^ 
paralld unpicty : Or elfe becaufe men : 

and ftanding there aloof off j as abhorring to t?o fnrrhp** (u a |i HedaO the in.- 

Sky. Ah,nick'd, Ah^ickcd,?,ac ', SS 

countrey in America, or the Mouth of hel asannrh.pni. f • S P an “ r< * s c sll otto mcktdptrfoni 
this day little better; a fecond Sodom M aEai? 

bnt feven dayes in gcnicc, hut hefaw mo're wtSn^ rLfc ^helTfce” 85 3£E8 
feven years in London. As for Rome (tW « !r nere » «iennehad feen in wPoneropolis 

faithful city is now become an harlot • yea the urar hZZT T " J “f °" CC n ‘ FwblT ‘ 
thiref harlot, and Mminttims ofthclanh Sc v*,’ * 7 '-‘ 7 ‘ >h ‘ m ~ 

tbXof&dne^e^ 

Mount of Unftion, the mount ofCorrapf ion ^ft'fJhaftftthetran^ 

^ 7 ? And wha,Je 1 *** ■ 

a people was Amalck, with whom God (laid hi* L* a " 

S° rC He a ch 6 n U lf h h VC PCrp , CCUaI W3r f ° r thdr iU ufa ^ e of hTs Ifrael 

16 . He charged alfo his people never to^forget them/ Deut 2^ to aIa 

wa . sto ?^jn»tterendoft S hcm, , ^ And where nt 

SSrla ^‘5’J God .< l ‘ rrcd “P th =*'”«™<rr i„ H«rfeivdiyiita lmiieth6 
reftofthe Amn/,iki"s that wereefcaped, . Chrcn. 4. 4L4, The hire SL. 
ment whereunto is befallen the Edoptites long fince-their tery name feextinl 

asaagaiga. 

and calls to reckoning after our difeharges , as he did Nabal. It is dancel)us of* : ' 
faVOnt ? °/ h ‘^ wh _° « n ^ave (as here) indignation for eve r S : who ft 
• ^ U r f V n ng i- 1S ^ aS that of the Athenians is faid tobe) dtiy-wsU Everlafi- 

in g> whofedeftruftionsarc perpetual. - J 7 ^ 

Uufhtt S h-^ nd Yr r CJC r The righteous ftdl fee and fear , and ftjall * ^ - • ' 

Anftk r ’ L *,fbtsis the man, ^c. faid David of Do c g the Edomite • Pfal.S2,' -‘A 

fned a l hC fam -? ’j herC P A°? lfcd rt by God ro hfs P eo P Ie ? 3 a pledge of Sis love and k 
This is ! 5 Jge r °t b j rS h iire 111 Ed °f», -abd fay by wajr of by-word 

Sec. . b^itthe faints ftiQidd make mOrecff kfa 
a^d ho ^ UC f ^ a ? ow f r * focanno ^flye) they^^ft '• 

/JHr h r ^ L ,° rd r s y J? fo Crider the oration Jhi lf ,. e 

from hU nil? if ^ ** "*&"$'*■ 1 Blefffdbe the glory of the Lord pft27 

cnhSh tZw?Ar h — dd,v . ercdnie P U£ of all trouble, faith &xvid /andmine Ezek.j'.fa. 

Iauo£j ^ { defire nponmmc enemies. The SJbmites Rood lpbkine tin and 
him ft afth \yftfraelites deftrueftion, Obad. 12. 13.. God faw'this and it difoleafed 
SS **** indignity done to his'^eopft^Hc 
fhail rcim? ay S ,^ en } ; ® * eir own coyq, andpromiftth his Ifr^el that ch6y 

— -oz^ts^stAisezesmss: 

forth or ffatjtiftoti*. 





aAn Expofition on Chap.i. 

forth" ( as Saint lude b?th it) for an example - foffering the vengeance of eternal 
fire.And Herodotus faid,That theruincs and rubbifh oiTroy arc fet forth for aa ex- 
. ample of this l'ulc, That National Jins bring national plagues , and that God great¬ 
ly punifhed great offences. Let him that looketh upon meftearn to fear God Thefe 
words were engraven upon the (landing pidture of Sennacherib ( after that God 
. had by an Angel (lain his Army, and lent him back with (hame to his ovvn coun- 
trey) as the fame Herodotus teftifieth.. 

Secondly, Learn we how far forth we may look upon the overthrow of the 
wicked with delight: vU- Not as our o wnprivate,but as Gods profeffed enemies. 
Not (imply for their mine, but as it is a clearing of Gods glory, and of our integri¬ 
ty. Pfal.g. 16. x Sam. if* 3 9- Not out of private revenge, but pure zeal for 
God and his caufe. 1 fay pure -ceal for it is difficult to kindle and keep 
quick the fire of Zeal , without all fmoke of finiftcr aud felfe-re- 
ipefts. 

And ye fhalfay , The Lord mil be magnified , &c] Or, The Lord hath magni¬ 
fied himjelf , i. e. bath declared himfclf. mightily to be a great King above all Gods, 
by executing judgement upon, thefe Grandees of the earth; and making out, that In 
the thing wherein they dealt proudly file tyas above them . H. nee it is that praife wait - 
eth for God in Zi«w, his Name is great in Ifrael. He is (ent unto (as (ometime Io- 
ab fent to David , to come and take the city of Rabbah ) to take the glory of all 
their deliverances and vidtories. Not unto us, Lord, not unto us, fay they , but 
to tby Name be the praife. Hunniades would not own or accept the peoples applau* 
fes and acclamation^, but aferibed all to God. So did our Henry the fift at the bat¬ 
tel of Agincourt, where he won the day. He would not admit his broken Grown, 
or bruiled Armour to be born before him in /hew (which are the ulual enfigns of 
war-like triumphs .) He alfo gave (Irait order that no ballad or fong (hould be 
made orfung, more then of thankfgiving to the Lord for his happy viftory 
andfafe return,^. So our Edward the third after his vidlory at Poitticrs (where 
betook the French King prisoner, Anno 13 5 6. J took fpcedy order by Simon, Arch- 
Bifhop of Canterbury , that eight dayes together (hould be (pent in magnifying the 
Lord from the border o£ England. 

Prom the borders of JjraelT] Or, from beyond the borders of Ifrael j viz,, through¬ 
out the wide world. The Saints have large hearts, and cou d beteem the Lord 
much more praife and fervice then they have for him. They would praife him infi¬ 
nitely, and according tp his excellent great ne/s } filling up the difbnce as it wcie,and 
calling in all the help they can get, of Angels, men, unreafonableand infenfiblc crea¬ 
tures, as D avid did,^. 

Verfe 6, A fan honour eth his father .] Heb. Will honour his father. Nature teach- 
cth him this leffon, to reverence his father. Pater eft,fi pattr non cjfetfi aid the young 
man in Terence ; It is my father,I muft not crofle him, Our parents are our hottfbold 
Gods 7 (aid another heathen, and to have all poffiblc rcfpcdl from us. To God and 
onr parents, faith Arifiotle , we can never make recompcncc. There is no nation 
fo barbarous that acknowledged not this natural axiom, ; A fon mufi honour his 
father , and a fervant his mafier ■ as Eleazstr did Abraham ; the Centurions fer- 
vants him, by being at his beck and check in all things. Servus eft nomen officii j A 
fervant is not one that moved abfolucely of himlclf: but he is the mafters inftra- 
ment, and wholly his,faith Arifiotle : and therefore owed him all love, reve¬ 
rence and obedience, as if he were many Mafters in one: the word here ufed for 
Mafier , .is plural. Now from this Principle in nature dus laid down , de Lord 
tacitly acciifeth them 

Firft, Of Ingratitude for Jbis great love to them, evinced andtvidenced in the 
former verfes. 

Secondly, Of contejmpt call: upon him and his fcrvice : as appeared, 
firft, by the application of that natural law confirmed by the cuftom of all coun¬ 
tries. 

if then Ike * father, &c.] As you commoply call me, and claim me, Ter. 3.4. 
.John 8. 41-. * We have one Father, even ’led. And youLave been long fince taught 
lo to do by k Mofes, and tdld.hy what right I come to be your Father, dough With 
an exprobration of your detcftablc undutifulneffe Do ye thus requtte 
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Chap.i. ~theT r^ecie ppMlkchyf 

and ~ 

,h"t Hath he no: (more then Jldt) ZZIaZ’ M’Zd 

begetting thee again unto a lively hone bu rh«- at A^ ted ^ ce ^ IS C ^ C I 
the dead, unleffc thou be ftiil in thv finnes^ den ^ rom ■*^et.i.j 

unto «hy felfa worfc condition ' 111 Xh ’ wl Y ch thou not chufc *. 

I Chould have both love from thee as a lather af?f What “° rce S uaI tl, “ that 

both is required of ell Gods daSSSifeSS 1 *L“i ' A ™atureof 

miable fear, and a reverent love, that they look at once umn^h 0 ™ h ™ an 
venty, Jlom.u.t 2. and fo call God /Wifor tliar bount y and *- 

\ourmng here infear : that thev fear r n A Sal of theirfo- 

they fee nothing but vilions oflove and mem ^fshedid at ’ when * P "’ 1 ' 17 

out , Hot drtAdfnl ls , flis “ '-.J' hedid at Bethel, yet then to cry 

k feared. J P C ‘ ? There * ™b thee that then majfi Mil.,, o.« 

me mmoflbtekhBbcrn' rilTlaofii“ p0n “ Sth ? chicfofm ychildren, given 
fore me, and (hould b y foundneffe of dni4 ° own 1 9^ 1 ® rit ^5 cc » that ftand ever be- 
name from contempt, and get me honour before^ h ° hn f ffc of . Iife ’ vindicate my 
required of miniftersabove others- a donhur — C P if 0p ! C ‘j holineffe is 
Elifba. Things in the fanLarywere doutlSph bad nced t0 wi(hfor,as 
Shekel, cubit, &c. Minifters arc called A^lh^fu ^ Cre C0mm0D i as de 
fitnemen inane crimen immune left God ^7 muft , Walk as angels, ne 

“SK2saii"tai- ^ fsessas i**- 

Malta ejtte UU ZiZlZr^ 'K.W*? fWb of his ttae, 

sk' 5 f.“ w '" 

of our mmiftry hath opened the black mouth Sv’T“' Iu" d '® p,e *y of fome 
.0 bark out, LiaiflriLrl T pli “ ! 

venaon, let the fouls of minifters be purer then the cl? * V For P«- 

(hould be-and let their lives be fo nnhlumPuM f ^ 4W ' f ’ a8 cfj ryfoftom faith they 
Of them withouta manmay fpeaktheleaft ejt 

fied With, ffybiinot honoured God a " d cx P refl y cI, ai-- 

fore they had defpifed and Sted him Nor^^T > m v Sa there- 

wrong: nottorevetencehimf“„rThiJ fe t0 do hi ” 

That’s an excellent faying of” 1 ° Mafpherae 

valde contemnit t hu\ttt etui nonmtiLn?.* L c sJCumfi yuu paru m mrtuit, 

fo feareth God but ^ L e ‘ who1 . 
able mention of his bounty doth him a f" d - hc ^ “ aketh not honour- 

’fGody The Very not fining 

more then a flubbered (ervicc, a corrupt facrifice /*TW . Etcle ^ 9 ' 2 ' Ho ^ mad 
which is worie then a bare neS a m c '* this lat * 

p «nch g tan a,tethit) thathave ( aSth * 

Would fwearhu their iarniti,*. . • cjl. very heathens when they 

bare to mention him ofche ? ieer ^ rea{ J and reverence of his tiatije, for- 

100 h,m - Thc J ews would not pronounce the name Jehovah y here 

ufed 
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ufed in the text The firfl among the Chriftians that pronounced Jehovah , was 
Petrus Galatians, following the pronuntiation ofthe Syriacks and Greeks. If at 
any time we take Gods holy anti reverend Name into our thoughts, and ( truly we 
(hould think of him almoft ac every breath we draw, according to that Let every \ 
breath praife the Lord ) Remember to think of God as of One at all to be thought of ; 
as one whofc Wifdom is his Juftice, whofe Juftice is his Power, whofe Power is 
his Mercy,and all himfelf. Good without quality, greac without quantity, Everla- 
fting without time, Omniprefent without place,containing all things without ex¬ 
tent , &c. This is to magnifie God, to make roomth for him in our hearts, and 
the contrary is, to defpife his name. 

And ye fay wherein have we defpifed thy Name ? Loe, the impudencie of thefe 
frontlefle Hypocrites. They traverfe their aceufation, Rand upon their Juflificati- 
on, and put God to his proofs. How ordinary is it with people flill, to palliate their 
finnes and plead their innocencie ? Hof. 12.8. In all my labours , they [hall find none 
iniquity in me : that were fin, that were a foul bufinefs. But men have learned to 
draw a fair gloffe upon a foule hand, to caft a colour, as the Calf-fifh doth, to de¬ 
ceive the filher-man : to hide their finnes as Adam, Job 31.3?. by down right de- 
nyall as did Cain, Gehez,i y Ananias and Sapphira , or elfe by exculing and extenua¬ 
ting, as Saul, 1 Sam.i6.7.o f zi. Or at leall by afenfeleflefilencc, not acknowieg- 
ing their finnes, or being affefted with them ; but rather out facing, as Judas,John 
13.31. with Mat. 2.24. Sinne and fhifting came into the world together, and fo * 
they continue. Satan knowes there’s no way to purge the fick foul but upwards 
therefore he holds the lips clofe, that the heart may not dif burden itfelf, and have 
cafe,Pr<?'z/.28.i3. 


Verfe y. Te offer polluted bread upon mine altar Bread, that is, Sacrifices and Ob- 
lations( fo Rabbi David expounds it out of Levit. 21. 6 . and Levit. 3.3. and Nam. 
28.2.)For the Hebrews call all kind of meat by the name of bread,though it be flefh 
of Oxe,Lamb,or Goat,offered in facrifice to God, whom they made account that 
Ffal.50.13. they feafted in their facrifices. Hence that of the Pfalmift in the perfon of God, 
will / eat thefiefh of Bulls, or drinkjhe blond of Goates ? Now the bread was reckoned 
polluted when it was neither lawfull, nor acceptable, but prohibited, and therefore 
abhorred; as much every whit, as Ezekiels bread prepared with m'ans dung , Cap. 4. 
13. of which he faith, verfe 14. Ah Lord God , behold my foul hath not been polluted: 
neitiyer ever came there abominable flefh into my mouth . What facrifices God diad 
flatly forbidden,fee Levit. 22.20,21,22,&c. Take we heed that we defpite not the 
Lord with feeming honours .* we pollute him with our facrifices, whiles either for 
the matter of them, we prefent him with will-worfhip; as thofe of old that facrifi- 
ced their children (in a foolifh imitation of Abrahams offering his fonne I faze ) and 
the Papifts at this day in their unbloody facrifice for the living and the dead, and 
many other unwarranted fopperies. Or elfe, when for the manner, devotion is 
placed more in the maffy materiality of the outward works, then purity of the hearr, 
from which they proceed. This made God complain. If at. 1. chat all his five 
fenfes, nay his very foul was offended and vexed at their hypocriticall performan¬ 
ces, 11,12,13,14,15. their very incenfe ( that pretious perfume) that was 
made up of fo many fwcet fpices, and pure frankincenfe flank in his noftrils. Gods 
(harp nofe eafily difeerns, and is offended with the (linking breath ofthe hypocrites 
rotten lungs, though his words be never fo fented and perfumed with fhews of ho- 
linefie. Never did the five cities ofthe plainc fend up fuch poifonous vapours to 
God , as the prayers and other performances of a corrupt and carnall perfon. 
And God, not able to abide thefe ill fents, fends down upon fuch, a counterpoy fon 
offire and brimftone. Good a&ions from bad men difpleafe: as a man may fpeak 
good words, but we cannot hear them, becaufe of his flinking breach: and as we 
abhorre to tafl of a dainty dilh,if brought, to table by a foul nafty Hoven that hath 
been tumbling in a jakes or wallowing in a quagmire. The very Heathens, as they 
were very curious in the choice of their facrifices, that they were every way found 
Proenlbinc andjofthe bed, fo they carefully Ihtjt out all profane perfons: the Prieft cryed out 
ejleprofani. I 77'f who is here ? thofe that were prefent at the facrifice anfwered,* 0 AA#i r' JytSvi 

_ , 7 i uupem here are many,& thofe all good men. And hcnca it was that Jehu 1'ces and 

Erafm. \dig* ./ /. ■ fearches 
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fearches that no fervant of Jehovah be crept into the throng of Baals worftiippers! 

Well might this fearch have bred fufpition, were it not chat in all thofe idolatrous 
facrifices the firfl care was to avoid the prophane. Even Baal will 
admit no mixture: howfhould the true God abide it? Let all Cainifts cake heed 
how they draw nigh to him : fo T.uthcr callech offerentes non perfon am , fed opus per- 
fonet, all thofe that offer to God the work done, but do not offer themfelves withall. in 

We may fitly call thofe alfo Caimfls chat offer polluted bread: as if Gods table w.re * C< *‘ 
contemptible j that think any thing good enough for God, that comes next hand, as r 
Cam did when Abel brought of the firfilings of his flotff, and fo offered amort Heb.’tfV 
excellent facrifice then Cain , God teftifying of his gifts .• as likewife Chrift did of 
Maries fpicknard of great price, defending her againft Judas the thief, that held it 
waft; whereas he fecretly taxeth thofe rich wretches of bafeneffe., who caft their 
braffe-moncy into the Treafury, as holding the worft piece they had good enough 
for God and his poore. Surely Papifts with their vowed prefents of the very bcil Afrfr.12.4r 
i they have to their He-faints and She-faints: and Turkeswitli their Mofchecs or 
Temples (lately built, when their private houfes are low and homely, fhall rife up 
in Judgement and condemn fuch fordid Chriftians,as cannot beteem God the beft of 
thebeft- Solon the Athenian Lawgiver appointed, that their facrifices fhould be \'iKKeffa.it- 
cfyofen and fcleftcd : that the facrificers fhould purifie themfelves forne dayes before p 
and that none fhould ferve God obiter T flightly and flenderly, but in ail beft man- ^ GUi Arcfl *- 
ner, and with the beft preparation they could make aforehand. Numo, I'ompilhu ^ 

King of would not have them worfhip their Gods m ^ yo tor • 

faftiion and diffolutely: but freed from all other cares and cumbers: in the time vot - 
of Divine Service , thePriefts, to prevent diftradionycryed out oft to the people, 

Hocagitc, mind the bufinefle you are about. So in the Primitive times of the 
Church, the Deacons called oft upon the people furfurn corda, lift up your hearts, et.ww.™ 
And again , Or emus, attendamus, Let us pray, let us attend. For why? Prayer Plu>: 
without intention, and hearing without attention , is as a body without a. foule. 

This fentcnce is written in Hebrew upon the walls of the Jewifh Synagogues ,‘etfi r ^' 
nulltbi minus intentionis ft qnam in ipforum precibus, C rc. faith- mine Authour Bit t F ‘ 
though there is a§ little true devotion to befeen amongft them in their fervices,as Abbrlvm. 
among any people, unlcffe it be among the Papifts ( of whom perhaps they learned s I^.Emp. 
it) whofe devotions are prized more by tale then by weight of zeale, whofe ho- 
lyneffe is the very outward work it felf, being a brain-lefle head , and foulc-lefle 
* body. In the Hie of Sardinia , as they give way, in the very time of their Mafle 
to vain talking, and toying, and tumults, fo after Maffe done, they fall to 
dancing in the middeft of the Church : Tinging in the mean time fongstoo immo- Veyl.Ge^. 
deft for an Ale-houfe. Henry 3. King of France Procejfones rcligiofas non intermit- 
tit , at tepidius eelebrat , faith the Chronicler would not negleft their religious pro.- 
ccfiions, but fhewed little devotion at them. For betwixt him and his Cardinall 
there went at fame time a Jefter, whdfe work was to make fport then , when 
the bufineffe required greater ferioufneffe. • Ho# much better the great Turke, 
who when he comes into his Temple laies afide all his (late,and hath none to at¬ 


tend him, but a Profeffour of their law, whofe Office is to proclaim before they 
begin, that nothing be done againff religion ? , 

yet ye fay.therein have Wf polluted thec? ] They well underflood that by offe¬ 
ring polluted facrifices they polluted God hinfclf ( as much as in them lay ) and that 
the difhonour done to Gods fervicc reflefted upon himfelf, and was a delpifing of 
bis name verfe 6. whereof his true worfhip is apart Mic. 4. 5. and i King. 5. 
3 , 5. Hence they fay not, wherein have we polluted thine Altar ? but wherein 
have we polluted thee ? This is much more done under the New Teftament by all 
unworthy Communicants, and Unhallowed Worlhippcrs, that prefent the great 
God with dough-baked duties, flubbered ferviccs, carelcffeand cuflomary perfor¬ 
mances; which they turn over as a task, holding a certaine daily flint of them, 
as malt-horfcs do their pace, or mill-horfes their round, merely out of form and 
for fafhion lake. Thefe do enough to pollute the God of purity, and to caft con¬ 
tempt upofi him from the Ions of men ; who will be apt to conclude, that he is a 
contemptible God, fith he will be content to take up with fuch contemptible fa- 
enfiecs and Cervices. But more efpeciaUy thofe that come hand over head, and 
Fff 2 without 







Without doe preparation to the Lord* (upper, arc guilty of fclIuiirTcci hdv 
things, and of crucifying afrefli the lerdof glciy, punirg him to an eper flW 
*'T„("T" C '‘ ta.lantar, ipfe cnjttj fttm Sacramtnta, W.W faith Hie 
When tbaSactamants am violated, hcalfo, vihoft the Saciaments arc, H 
no Idle violated. Andasthefc in the test are laid (o Cod in that th«„r 

feted polluted facrifices, though they never touched Ged himfelf: fo unwerthv 
i Cot. u.37. Receivers are guih, of the Lordtbod, and tied, although they never touched et 
then has body or blood with their impure mouthes. They areasvery KM-ctiL 
as pda. was in a proportion i And look whatfoever blafphemics, millions fcorn/ 
contumelies reproaches, the mifereaflt Jews belched forth, and padded’con o- 
ral!y againft Chrift, the lameare lpiritually repeated and iterated by the er.wor hv 
Receiver: who polluteth theveiy outward elements that he toucheih, andfo 
offercth indignity to Chrift whom they reprefent: like as he that doth rent de¬ 
face trample under foot, and villanoufly abufe the image, fcal or letters Patents 
°tf “S™*? treafon: lb is it here: The Donatift that 

, call the holy Elements to dogs, did it to the dilgracc of C hrift. and by a tuft it,ds- 
menc from him were thcmfelves afterward devoured of dogs. Dr. MmcnK 
ports a ftorv of his own knowledge, of one Sr. Booth a Batchelor of Arts in <it 

“muntanf't S ,h n C ™ brid S. e ' wh ° being Popilhly afteflcd.ar the time of the Com¬ 
munion took the confecrated bread, and forbearing to eate it, convei'd andkepPc 

of the do( e'y » time and afterwards threw it over the Colledgc wall, Jiuta flu-re 

stsS'seop. ‘ ,m = afar > notendunngthe torment of his guilty conlcience, he threw hind If 
3. Sen. 5. headbng oyer the battlements of the chappel •• and feme few hours after, ended 

hts lrfe. God feemeth to laV of every one that commeih to the lupper of hi- fon 
l fh l himjelf a rrlnh, man, there 

tiZdTe 1 it him, 

ih that }e fay. The table of the Lordie contemptible T Gods infinite naticnee in 
vouclilafing not only toreply’to thefe malapert Pr,efts, but thus to rejoyne and 
to approve the Affiimption of the lad Syllogifine, which they lo fhamelefly denv- 
ed, rs much to be admired. How juftly might be have anlwered them wfth 
blowesmftcad of arguments; and have dealt with them as he did with Ph'ralh 
that (lardy rebel, that proudly asked. Who , the Lord t Hereunto God m d a 
large reply by a great many phgues, one after another, till Pharaoh was forced to 
anfwer himfelf, The Lord u righteous but / and my people am nicked. And as' 
GodspancnceappearcthmlHS proceeding with thefe Pricfts i„thc texr, fo hkwif- 
d°me too, in his thus mftancing m particulars of their fins,that he mieht the fooner 
evift them, and bring them to a laving lenfeand fight thereof. Thus he dealt 
by our firft parents in paradife : and afterwards by elite. Whereas, whhoutanv 

Gen. 3 . ^ G ° d ^ mt °} he (c W C ™> Bec ™f* haft done ilk. curfld 

artthou&c . He was not fo much as queftioned, or convinced becaufe God 

offended. 1111 ^ ^ P * ent,3r doomed > b ^«ufe of meer malice he had 

,heeableof,heLord\ that is, the Altar of burnt c,firings See 4 r. 22. 

SfcKkt ‘a’ becaufe by their facrifices God did ask were 
SS noted Andas God prepared the Ifraclitesa table in,he 

Exod ! I IphalfflfdrJh^ 1 ? ( * n , afenf *) P rt P Jrcd him a table.- Hence Mo ft, tells 
‘ thZtinA^^Hf S>,0h,r ,a fea f‘° th,L ° rd - And how God acceptedof 
S-Whffh’rn 7 ' V rMl > fmth He, Itke grape, inthe wilier- 

bZ, 'tG nnnd tnvtSSn, how welcome are they.? And 

arT. K,n S ^ ? tntertameth her Chrift, as Bfiber once did Aha/bteemfi, 

dp r ri q w,°h d,eNote y f ° r,h in ““V P a< 6 S«° f ***»» long. See 

ornnhannTiir^ pf b- Some are poor and cannot: others are 

S" i d n i° T T 0V< 7 Gods Altar with their facrifices. Hence the whole 
mmiftery is flighted, becaufe impovcrillicd. For ad tonuitatem benefeioram, 

ncceffario 
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necejfariofequifur contcmptus Sacerdotum , Lean benefices make contemptible In- Panama, 
cumbents : And Nil habet infelix pavpertas &c. Poverty rendreth men ridiculous. Herat. 

Or thus. The table of the Lord it contemptible ^ fo they cftccmed it, becaufe the f?.t R. David. 
and blood powred upon the Altar were tilings but bafe and defpicnblc in tuem- 
ielves: and they considered notfor what end God had appointed thefe facrifices, 
and how they were to be led to Chrift by them. l : or the ccremoniall law was or 
ought to have been their GofpcI, it was Chrift in fignre. And this, if thefe Buz¬ 
zards had fecn, they would never have counted the Table of the Lord contemptible ; 
as holding forth the Lord Chrift unto them, that Pearl of Price, who is better 
then Rubies ; and the Altar or Table, that typified him, or prefented him to his 
people, was not an oyfler-board as the Papifts in K. Edrv. 6. time Icornfaily ter- ^ c \ anA jYcn 
med our communion-table ; but far more precious then either that rich table font A c n J\ 
by Ptolemy PbiUdelpb to Bleaker the Jews high-Prieft,or that coftly communion- Cedranxotr.p.' 
table that had in it all the riches of land and fea, offered up by fttftiman in the tetn- b7 fi- P a &- 8 i?- 
ylc of Sophia in Conftantinople. 

Vtr. B./lnd if ye opr the blind for facrificc ere. ^ Their prophaneile in polluting 
Gods Altar is here further evinced and evidenced.i. By the Illegality of their ora£ 
tife, whiles they offered the blind and lame as good enough for luch a contemptible 
Altar-2. By the incivility and indecency thereof; whileft they prefented that to the 
Empercur of the world, that th ey would have been afliamed or afraid to prefenc 
to fomc petty Prince, that had any power to punifh fuch an affront. The Law for 
facrifices fee Lc-vit. 22. 20. Dent. 15. 21. A blind facrificc he offercth; who 
worlliippethhcknowethnotwhat lob. 4. 22. that is, to feck, and grope in the 
darl^Att. 17. when they yeeld not the obedience of faith, bring not to God an 
intelligible reafonable fervice, fuch as whereof they can render a found reafon out Rom. 12.1, 
of the word of God ; who binds us not to any blind obedience, as the Popifh 
‘ Padres'do their Novices. And yet the moft people are to this day wofully to 
feck for the warrant of their worfhips; retting on that old Popifh rule, to follow 
the drove, and belecveas the Church belecves. As at Ephcfus ( fo in our Church- Aft., 5 . ^2. 
afftmblics ) the more part knc\X> not rphereforc they were come together . They will 5 

fay ingcnerail,tofervcGod. But who he is, how to be ferved, wherein and in 
whom to be ferved, they know not. There is in a printed 'formon a memo-able 
ftoryof an old man, above threefcorc, who lived and died inapaiilh, where r r , h . 
there had been preaching almoft all his time. This man was a con Tan t heaver as 
anymightbe, and feemed forward in the love of the word. On his death-bed 
being queftioned by a miniftcr touching his faith and hope in God, he made thcle 
flrangc anfwers. Beingdemanded what he thought of God ? he anfvvcrcd that 
he was a good old man. And what of Chrift ? that he was a towarcily yong 
youth. And of his foule, that it was a great bone in his body. And wlnt fhouid 
become of his foule after he was dead ? Thar if he had done well,hefiiou!d be put 
into a plcafant green meddo w. Thefe anfwers aftonifned thole that were prefenc 
to think how it were poilibic for a man of good underftanding, and one that in his 
dayes had heard at the leaft two or three thoufand fermens: yet upon his death¬ 
bed in ferious manner thus to deliver his opinion, in fuch main points of Religion, 
which infants and fucklings fhouid not be ignorant of. But we may be fiire this 
man is not alone : there be many hundreds whofe gray haires fhew they have had 
time enough to learn more wit, who yet are in cafe to befetto their A. B, C. 


againe for their admirable fimplicity in matters of religion. Blind they arc, and 
blind facrifices they offer: never once opening their eyes till death (if then ) as 
Pliny reporteth of the Mole ; but al waves rooting and digging in the earth, as if 
thorough the bowels of it they would dig themfelvesa new way to hell. 

ie it not evill P J Or, as fome read it, It is not evill. q. d. *cis good enough, 
and may ferve turn well enough. Or thus, Jt is not evil I'm your opinion, who 
rather then you would lofe any game, fay. Melius eft ill quam Nil ( Tis Ofiandcrs 
rime ) better chat which isilland bad, then nothing at all. But they which count 
all good fifla that comes to net, will in the end catch the dcvill and all. The fenfe 
is much clearer in the interrogative. Is it not evill? It is. It isand therefore 
ftudioufly to be declined and avoided, as poyfon in your meat, or a ferpenE in your 
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vf n Expedition on 

. wa y> Abftan from all appearance of cvill, faith that great Apoftle : how much 
/ more from all apparent evils, fuchasftarc you in the face, and are io dircftly con¬ 
trary to the plain word of God ? Such are Jins with an accent, wickedneffc with 
a witneffe, great tranlgrcJlions Pfal. 19.13. \ 

and if ye offer the lame and languifhing | He offers the lame thac brings his facri- 
hec with a wicked mind, Pro. 21. 27. as AWrfc'and Balaam did Num. 21. 1 - 
that walks not evenly before the Lord, and with an upright foot Gen. 17. 1 that 
halts between two opinions, as the people did r King. 18.21. inter cesium. ter 
rarncjtte pcndtili hanging betwixt heaven and earth, as Meteors. uncertain whe¬ 
ther to hang or fall. Such were Ecebolus , Baldwin, Spalatcnfis, Erafmus 
Cypriancattcth Inch anetpites palpatorcs tempomm, in Lvitate 1 ant am con flames 
doubtfuU-mindcd men. St. James calleth them double-minded men, tmfiable inali 
thetr ivayesj as heis that Hands on one leg, or asahowle uponafmuoth table, 
hut vvnat fa id that Martyr ? Jf God be God, follow him : if the Made be God let 
hmyhat will, fee it, hcarc it, and be prefent at ir, and go tothedevill with it* 
hiic ler him do what he doth, with all ins heart. God cannot abide thele Ncuter- 
paffives v I »•*« thou wen either hot or cold. ) He requires to be ferved truly that 
there be no halting, and totally , that there be no halving. To halt between two 
opinions, to hang in fulpcnce, to be in religion as idle beggars arc in their way 
ready to go which way foever the Haft falleth, how hatefull is it ? W hen tome 
took Chilli for lohn Bapuft, fome for Elias,i bmc for Jeremias, But whom fay yon that 
.Jamlfaid our Saviour: to teach us that Chrift hates to have men Hand doubtful and 


! :--nates conave men itand doubtful aud 

adhere to nothing ccrtainly.to have them as mills fit to be dnven about by the devil 
with evety wind of dcrtrincior as hunting dogs betwixt two harcs.running alloon 
aicct this,alloon after that; and fo Iofing both. This for point of lodgement: And 
for matter of praftifc, the foufe is well carried, when neither lb W that it 
moves not when it ihould,not yet toffed with tempcfls,to move diforderiy." A wile 
mans conrfe is of one coiour.likc it lelfihe is homo <,mdr*,*s,* f quarc ft on e fet into 

P ‘d r r lbU1,din »Ti I , P "'" 7 . hc n 1S Sem t ,r ‘ iem as was ; no changing,but 

n ^ a I^ “ f placc ! a ? d cflates of lifc: hi sf"iftj«d in on even ful t as 
P f"- 26 r ' l y J tbat “• J n a " ccjuall tenottr. Uniformity and ubiqui- 
.^, l rf f C Cart fW KS pfh'sfinecrity : when godlinelTetuns thorough 1 his 

whole tic as the woof runs tnorough the warp. Butthc legs of the Urns L not 
‘f / 1 ‘• lth S oomonPro 16 7 . The hypocrites life is a cooked life, he tttnttk 
Pfal. .as. s- « koscrookedmnje, fa.th David, as the crabfifh goes backwards: or as the 

PUnets though hurried from Eaft to Weft, yet by a retrograde motion of their 
own ftcai them palTagc from Weft to Eaft. It's a crooked life when ail the parts 
? I ? ans llfe , be , >“t ®raight before God ; when heiifteth not Z the 

Heb. 12.1 a,i; h f” ds '**?**« dm ,*' aJ, S the feeble knees, and makcbjlrsti'ht Paths for hisfeet lef 
■A,o,hdsdlo ‘hat whtchts lame le■ turned out of the re., h and not rather Sealed and certified, or 
fet tortghtt, astheApofticswordfignifieth. That's a Tick foulethat is not right 
fet for heaven. and that s a gafptng devotion, a languifliing licrificc that leancth 
"nil Up «, n f'f' andtbat ^ noI: quickened by his ipirit, fitly called bytbcApo- 
ftle, *jp,r,t ofpower, and of love, and of a found mind 2 Tim. i. y. Surely as arot- 
nl,'Sv!d h no _ ftre i'S th ’. foan unfomid mind hath no power to do ought that ma>- 
’ hi. ’“ m '" V ", ?. "r/ l a "'""""’h faith a Father. Helolcth 


““lb nUtlJ P° 1 ’ Chr,lb ( Who is the power of God and the Wifdems 

llh ISthTb W n yup0n h ™> butwiU necds ***' ona kgup^the 
ther upon the water, as that Angel in the litvelaeion: cm foot 
upon che f olid ground, and the other upon a quagmire: that reft upon Chrift but 
as a part-Saviour, asPapifts: ormift to him, as the Jpricoc^t rS that leancth 
m their nerftf m ^ Ut 11 ^ faft ro °ccdin the earth : fo fomefeem to lean upon Chrift 
SinSfn T5 but l rc roote d ( mean-while ) in the wor!d>pridc, fii- 
cthmthfn ° r * hft I 3 ® the f Iv y> which though it clafp about the oak and drauv 
cth much from it yet brings forth all its berries by vertue of its own root. Thus 

°^ Cr ^ acri j CC » J 3111 , ts 3 facriHcc, becaufe it is from tbemfelves 

lla, 3o 7 VC /7 : ^ d ° ? f their own ftrcn § lh > is, in their own weak- 

I fa. Iff. 4. ” ff ; 1 ? r ? T f re % th 1410 f lT ft lli > and to work our fclv es into the Rock of ages. 

T-rttJlye in the Lord for ever ; for in the Lord Jehovah is c-verUjlirg Jhrngtk. The 

Witfff 
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blind and the lame Jcbulites wlien they had fecured themfelvcs in che ftronMioid 

of Zion, infuked over David , as if he could not come in chither, thoimh he did his 2 Sarn.5,ff,7 

utmoft to get in to them: the very blind and lame there inciofed fliouTd be able to 

with Hand him. Eut both their hold and their hope deceived them. Never the leffe 

faith the Text, D avid toof the Jlrong-hold of Zion , the fame is the ity of Dtvid 

Eut.they that get into the Rock Chrift Jefus, fhall neve be vifited of evil, nor dif- D» confif, 

appointed ot their hopes : but of Weak they fhall be made ftrong, Heb. u. 34 able 

to prefent their bodies a lively (not a languifhing j facrifice, holy, acceptable un- fllfu 

to God Item. 12.16. chey fhall do all things thorough Chrift which ftren<nhcnech 

them, Philip. 4.13. 13 

Offer it now unto thy GovernonrJ Beit but fome petty Provincial! Prefident 
fomc Duke of Vmice , or Defat of Servia. Jacob can tell, chat the Lord of P> vp t 
will look for a prefent: and therefore biddeth his fonnes take of the beft fruits inthc 
land in their vejfels,. and carry .down the man a prefent , a little balme, and a little Ger M^u 
honey ■ fptces aud myrrbe, nuts and almonds , of every good thing fomewhat, thou«Ji 
it were the IcfTe: for to do much, it was noc in the power of their hands’- but fee 
chat it be ot the beft, faith He. The poor Perfian thac met slrtaxerxcs wich a hand- 
tullnf water, out of che river Cyrus, went away weft rewarded. So did che gar- 
diner that prefented che Duke of Burgundy with a rape-root , becaufe it was the 
beft they were able to do. Semblably, the Almighty takes any thing well aworth 
from tnofe that arc willing indeed, but akffe, not able to bring a better prefent. Vow 
and per for me ( faith He) unto the Lord your God : bring prefent s unto him that 
ought to be feared , Pfal. 76.11. Say not, I fear to prefent, becaufe I have nothing 
worthy of him. Send a lamb to the Ruler of the earth, Efay 16.1. Or, if thou haft 
not a lamb, offer a pair of turtle doves, or two young pigeons: but fee they be 
young, and that thy lamb be the beft in thy fold, and it fhall be accepted. Every 
man cannot do as Solomon did at the dedication of che Temple: when he offered 1 Kin°.S.ffp 
two and twenty thoufand oxen, and an hundred and twenty thoufand fheep : Or * 
as great ^/r.YWrr,ofwhom Pliny reporcech, thac in his childhood when he threw 
inccnfe upon the Altar in great plenty , his Schoolmafter checkt him for fodoinc- 
and bade him facrifice on chat fort when he had conquered the incenfe-bearinn 
countreys, a {id not till then. Alexander when he had fubdued Arabia remembred 
his School-mafter, and prefented him with a fhip laden with frankincenfe : largely 
exhorting him to fpare for no coft, when he facrificed to the gods. But no man 
muft come before the Lord empty-handed : if it be but an handfull or two of flour 
or a corn or two of fait. So the Athenians thought the gods would be well-pleafed’ tev. s.i<,i j, 
with a poor man, if he offered but meal ; efpeeially if he could mingle it with oyi I2 * &1 Wc, 
and wine: for they held that every man was bound to bring his beft, and not to be r r - 31 ‘ 
bflfe in faving charges in this cafe. Hence it was, that when the famous Artificer 7.SS‘/ n 
Phidias adviled them to make the ftatue of Minerva rather of marble then of ivory. ScholiaJl. 

1. Becaufe it was more durable : this paffed with allowance. 2. Becaufe leffe 
chargeable : at the mention hereof with infinite indignation they commanded him 
filence. Their meat-offerings were to be found and without blemifti, whether it 
were an ox, fheep, goat, fwine, calf. The more wealthy did eaft frankincenfe on 
the altars: and in their blind devotion, thought they could hardly ove:-doin VidePolhice * 
honour of their dunghill-deities. What then fhall become of thofe bafe wretches Bb.u 
amongft us, that think every thing too good for God, too much for his Minifters ? 
thatftudy bo beat down the price of heaven, and will not deal except they mav 
have it under foot? J 

prill he be pleafed with thee K] I trow not. The Vulgar renders it, Siplacuerit , 

&c. If IC pleafe him, or if he accept thy perfon : cj . d. then let me never be be- 
leeved. But the other reading is better, and more agreeable to the Original. 

, Or accept thy perfon ? ] Heb. Accept thy face, chuc whores forehead of chine, 
natcht with fo much impudence, that thou-dareft bring him a worfe prefent, when 
thou haft abetter at hand, bucholdeft it too good for him. Araunab , thougli a 2 Sd.n1.24.2j 
u ject, yet asaking, he gave unto the king, oxen for facrifice, and thrcfhing in- 
tuments for wood. And although David accepted of his courtefie, but not of > 

,s co ^>. yet God hath crowned him and chronicled him for his munificence, Zach. 

9 . 7 - Lkron, tbat is, the barbarous people of Paleftina, ball be m the Jebufite , chat 

is 
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aJn Expojition on Chap.i. 

is, as this famous Jebufice Araunah , a Profelyte, a true Convert, as appeared by 
liis ready parting with his free-hold to God, and the bell chat he had to his Prince. 
Let all thofe that look for acceptance in heaven, honour the Lord with the prime of 
their age, with the choice of their dayes , ( as the Hebrew hath it, Ecclef. 12.1.) 
with the primrofe of their childhood,with the belt of,their time,and of their talents: 
and not unworthily, and wofully waft and caft away the fat and marrow, the flower 
of their age, the ftrength of their bodies, the vigour of their fpirits in finfull plca- 
fnres and fenfuall delights, in purfuing their flelhy lulls that hale hell at the heels of 
them. Will they give the devil the beft, and then think to ferve God with the 
dregs, the bottom, the fnuffe, the very laft fands, their extreme dotage, that them- 
1 elves and their friends are weary of? Surely, God takes no pleafure to pledge the 
devil, or drink the fnuffes that he hath left. If men referve the dregs of their 
dayes for him. He will likewife referve the dregs of his wrath for them. He will 
put them over to the gods whom they had cholen. as Judg. 10. and make them to 
know the worth of his good acceptance, by the want of it. He that fhould fet be¬ 
fore his Prince, adifnof meat chat had been half-eaten before by hogs, or dogs, 
would he not bepunilhed with all feverity ? What then fhall become of thofe 
that ferve God with the deviis leavings ? that facrifice to themfelves, as Scja- 
Dh in Tiberio. nns did, that ferve not the Lord jefus Chrift but their own bellies,’ as thofe 
Seducers, Row. 16. that fay to God, Depart from us , and to the devil, Reigne 
thou over us, that arc ferious at his work, lleighty in Gods, &c. 

f'cife 9 . And now / pray you, he fetch God] Heb. V/cary God with jour prayer s y 
prefle him till he be even fick of you : improve your utternioft intereft in him, 
ifat leafi: you have any. Pray hard, if ye can atlcaft: for all men cannot pray’ 
wicked men arc gagg’d by the devil: and their character is, They call not upon 
God. They may cant or chatter out a charm when Gods chafer,h,g is upon them,yea, 
he with childc-f as it were, of a prayer, and yet bring forth nothing better then 
ivinde ffti. 26.16,17,18. in prol'perity, they may have fome few fhort-winded 
wiflies as Balaam (fatans fpclman) had; yea, they may by ftrength of wit or 
memory , devife an handfom prayer, and feem to fet it forth with much life, that 
they may palfeformcn of parts and gifts: But will the hvpocrice pray alwayes? 
lob 27.1 o. will he perfevere in prayer when God leans to call out his prayers,and 
to multiply his crofles ? will he not rather curie in that cafe : as Job's wife, ’and 
MicAfs mother? will he not how lagainft heaven as the wolf, when hungerbit? 
, and as the Parrot when beaten, leave imitating man, and turn to his own natural 
harfli voice ? But fay that wicked men do (icab -like) run to the horns of Gods 
altar, when indiftrdTe or danger.- fay they roar out a confcflion, when they 
Hof„*. are upon the rack, (as Pharaoh) and call for good prayers fay they fcel^him 

Pfal.78.34 with their facrifice s as Ifraeldid, when he flew them, then they fought unto him 

&c. and made their voices to be heard on high, as the prifoner at the bar, 
as the hog under the knife, as a bull in a net ; Say they weary out God with their 
many words, as thofe facrificing Sodomites Ifni. 11. & thofe hypocrites in the Gof- 
Mat.6. pel, that hoped to be heard for their much babling: yet all this is but the prayer 
of the flefh for cafe, and not of the fpirit for grace: it is but the fruit of firiful 
felf-lovc, to rid themfelves of Gods rod, or to flill the noife of their confidences, 
or out of a vain hope to ltop Gods judgements, &c. And hence it is that they mif- 
carry, that they pray to fo little purpole (as here is hinted) and that they are not 
a button the better for all their long prayers. 1 or either God anfvvers them nor at 
all, he hath no refpeft to their facriflees (which was Claris and ^«Aunhappinelfe. 
7 bc'Philifiims were upon him , and God was departed from him) Or clfe he an* 
fwers them according to the idols of their hearts , bitter anfwcrs; Or if better,its but 
as he anfwered the Jfmelitesimportunity for a king, for a feourge to them, and for 
quails to choak them : DeusJape dm trains cjuod urgat propttius, God often gives that 
in anger which he denies in mercy. If jt were otherwife, the devil fhould have 
received mercy from God, when, upon his fuit, he was lulfcred to enter into the 
fwine. Let our chief and conftant Petition therefore be in all our our addrefles 
to God, that he would be gracious unto ns: j that he would caft a loving afped 
upon us, that what ever elfe he denic us, corn, wine &c. yet that he would lift up 
the light of his countenance upon u?. .This David preferred before his crown and 

llepter. 
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feepter. He had a crown of gold, but he valued not that, hr comparifon of chat 
ocher crown, PfaL 103.4. he crowneth thee with loving kindnejfe and tender mer¬ 
cies. Hence Saint Paul having himfelf obtained mercy, beginneth and concluded 
all his Epiftles with wifhes ot'GYvzee, mercy, and peace: as not knowing what bet¬ 
ter to with thofe whom he wifhed beft unto. This was Abrahams prayer for If- 
m A, O that he might live in thy fight , that is, be joynt-heire of the prom ife of 
grace with If.t ic. God anfwcrs, Divers Dukes fhall come of Ifmael, but with 
if.toe (as a token of fpecial grace) will I make my covenant . This was alfo lofephs 
prayer for Benjamin Gen.43.29. God be gracious unto thee my fon. This the priefts 
were appointed to pray for, as ablefling upon tlic people, Num.6. 24,25. 7 he 
Lord make his face to (hinc upon thee , and be gracious unto thee. And hereunto the 
Prophet feems to allude in this text, q. d. you are the Lords Priefts, and your office 
is to preach and pray Dazf.35.10. 1 hey fall teach Jacob, they fhall put treenfe be¬ 
fore thee. Shew now what ye can do in a time of neceflity Befeech the Lord that 
he would be gracious unto us. This is the main, the moche*r-blefling that compre¬ 
hends all the reft. Everyman feekes the face of the Ruler, Prov.29. 26.1 humbly 
befeech thee t hat l may find? grace in thy fight , my v Lord O king : q. d. that's better co 
methen all the land thou haft given me, laid that crafty Sycophant Ztba 2 Sam. 

16.4. How much more is the grace of God to be preferred before all outward 
bleflings whatfoever ? The Lord that made heaven and earth , bleffe thee out of Zion, pf a I. 134,31 
faith the Pfalmift, intimating thatblcfings out of Zion are above all the bleflings be- 
fides, that heaven and earth can yceld us; What is the ayre without light ? what 
was Haman the better for all his honours, when the king frowned upon him ? 

How can a wicked man be happy though wealthy, fo long as God is his enemy ? 

As that father (peaks of Ahab : he deferibes him fitting in his ivory palace in the 
time of the three yeersfamine in Samaria : he had gold, filver, and jewels in every 
place.- but what good did all that when the heaven was brafle above, and the 
earth iron beneath ? Cry therefore as thofe in Zachary, Grace, Grace unto u$, pray 
for our (elves and others, as David did for Ittai the Gictite, mercy and truth be 
with thec, 2 San: a 5.ro. Stir we up our felves to cake hold of God, and to get of 
him GV/^-his-profperity, douathroni , foul-bleflings, and fuch as accompany falva- 
tion- Jefus Chrift when he came into the world, brought grace and truth with 
John I. 17. And God was in t hrift- reconciling the world to himfelf , Not imputing 
our fins, but ftrerching out to us the golden feepter of his grace. Get in to him 
therefore till this be done; though thou fhouldeft fpend thy time ingathering up 
pearls and jewels, thou arc an undone creature. 

ibis hath been by your means]] Heb. From your hand q. d. You Priefts have effefted 
it, and are in fault about it. Jt is long of you that I and my (ervice arefoflighted* 
as hath been before demonftrated, you have caufed the people to abbor the offer¬ 
ing,! Sam.2. 17. you (hould have becter inftruded the people in their duties,and not 
have fuffered them fo to pollute mine altar with their carrion-facrifices, and if 
God rejeft your prayers, as here, and even curfe your bleflings as Chap.2.2. and 
curfe your feed, ver. 3. you have to thank your felves. All this is by your means. 

Accept therefore of the chaftifment of your iniquity, leave quarrelling, and lay 
theblameofalhvhcreit fhould be, wafhyou, make it clean &c. For till then will 
he regard your perfons? will he receive you to favour, and hear your prayer ? Or 
will he think the better of you, for your office and'dignity of Prieft-hood ? No 
fure, buttheworfc; For,/ ides prima & vita tma, the higheft place, and thebafeft » 
life agree not. Dignitasin indigno eft ornamentum in luto , even royalty without 
rightcoufneffe is but eminent dilhonour: and men of mark are therefore the worfe, 
becaufc they fliould have been better. Height of place ever addes two wings to" 
fin. Example, and Scandal , whereby it foars higher, and flies much further. If 
the Sun be eclipfed and obfeured, a thoufandeyes gaze upon it: a letferftar may 1 
be darkned, and none take notice. Afmall flaw is noticed and noted in a jewel; 
afmall fpotinafwan, npt fo in a fwine. One fly may corrupt a box of precious 
ointment: when a hundred flies in a tar-barrel, do no hurt to it. 

Eerfe 10. Who is there amongst you that would, Jhut the doors ]] To be a door¬ 
keeper in Gods houfe, to have any the meaneft employment about him, David 
(chough deftined to a Diadem ) looked upon, as an high preferment. Thofe Ne- 

thinims 















n expofttion on Chap.I; 

f *btmms, mentioned in Ezra and Elehtmiah,v;erc none other but the Gibeonites who 
were made drawers of water to the Temple, as a kind of punifliment. God ( who 
is a hberall paymafter) made this croffe a mercy. Their employment fo neerthe 
Houfe of God, gave them fit oceafion to be partakers of the things of God. The 
Lord did wonderfully both reward and honour them. So he did all others, though 
but porters, that had any office about his houfe. Knew ye not, faith Paul that 
they which minifter about holy things, live of the things of the Temple. ? and they 
which Watt at the Altar ( though but to kindle a fire upon it ) are partakers with 
i Cor.9.13. the altar ? * Even fo hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the Gofpel fhould 
live of the [Gofpel. Should have, if not tythes as they had, yet honorary fiipends 
Calvin. double honour, 1 Tim. 5. 17. duplex, id eft, multiplex, as Efay 40. 1, 2. Jer. 1/ 
. l8 *’ Or, double j comparatively to that of widows indeed, verfe 2. which yet was 
honourable maintenance, Et ex publico alebantur. The Priefts of the old Tefla- 
ment were plentifully provided for by tythes and other revenews appointed them 
by God. 1 rue it is, that in the captivity little commodity was made of the priefts 
hood: whereupon fome priefts who had married themfelvcs into the noble family 
of Barz.il/at, took fcorn to be in the priefts regifter, but called themfelves after the 
family of their wives. Now after the return from Babylon, the prieftood grew 
into fome gain and grace again: and then thefe degenerate priefts would fain 
have thruft in among the priefts of the Lord : but the Tirfhatba would not fuffer 
Ezra 2. 61. Howbeit thofe priefts that hadftuckto their offices, and been 
faithrull in them, did not ferve God on free-coft •. neither was he behindehand or 
in arrere with any of them, as appears by this text: but as they did their work fo 
they had their wages. God put into the heart of good Nebemiab to take order 
that thefe tythes were duely payed in to the treafurers[for thatpurpofe appointed 
Neh. 13.1 o,r 1. What reafon had thefe priefts therefore to be fo gripple and greedy 
of filthy lucre ? as to take fuch lame and lean facrifices of the people or if fat and 
good to change them forworfer of their own, as holding any thing good enoueh 
for God ? which becaufe they did, ° 

J have no pleafnre in you, faith the Lord of Hofts , neither will I accept an of¬ 
fering at your bands'] I care not for your perfons, I refpeft not your performan¬ 
ces. The Lord had refpeft, firft to Abel, and then to his offering, Gen. 4.4. and 
Pfal. 4. 3. But k»o*> ( faith D avid, to thofe that vilipended him ) that the Lord 
hath fet apart him that ts godly for himfelf : and this he makes the ground why his 
prayer fhould be heard. The blood of a fwine may look better, and brighter then 
the blood of a fheep; yet might it not be offered unto the Lord, becaufe it was of 
a fwine. Sordet in confpeftu judtcu, quod fulget in conjpcflu operant it, Apiece 
of wood maylhine in the night from its rottenneffe: and that be fair in the fight 
of men that is abomination before God, Luke 16. -The fwan was re/efted for fa- 
crifice, becaufe of his black skin, notwithftanding his fair feather. Lev. 11.18. The 
wicked mans incenfe ftinks of the hand that offereth it: and all his devotion is but 
a beautif %tl abomination. There is in Lombard this fentence quoted out of Auguftin 
Ommsvita infidelium peccatumcft : <*• nihil bonum fine fummo bom The whole* 
life of unbeleevers is finne, neither is there any good without the chiefeft good. 
Ambrof Sptera the Poftiller faith, Crudeliseft ilia fententia, This is a cruel fentence. 
But faith not the holy Scripture the very fame in effe<ft, p rov t 15. 8, Heb. n. 6. 
M 5 ? What though Papifts talk much of Opus operatum ? and teach that 
good works by whorofoever performed are accepted of the Lord, as jufticeinan 
™ e ‘ ft ‘ s a 8 °° d and acce P cablc work to him ? Saint James affures us, that it is 
the ejfectuall fervent prayer of a righteous man pnely, and of one reconciled to God, 
Pfal.32.6 ™ at “vatleth much. And,/or this Jhall every one that is godly pray unto thee, faith 
Pfel.50 r Vavid. The lepers lips fhould be covered according to the law. And to the wicked 
God faith, what haft thou to do, dec > It is faid of witches and their good prayers, 
(as they call them) Si magica, Deus non vult tales ; ft pU, non per tales. If thofe 
prayers be abufed to witchcraft, God will have none of them * and if they be never 
fo good, God will not have them from fuch kind of people. Before they pray, 
men fhould fee whether they are perfons fit to pray : for God accepts not of a good 
mocionfrom an ill mouth, Jer.i 1.10,1 1 .foh. 9 . 3 i. 1 Jeh.s.zz.Pfa/.66.i6. A wicked 
man wants contrition, humility, faith, hope, feeling, fervency; he hath not a 
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fpirit of grace andfupplication , to endice his prayers j he hath not an Jnterceffour 
in heaven to prefent and perfume his prayers. The breath wherein ou.r ; prayers 
afeend fhould be like pillars of fmoke perfumed with Chrifts myrrhe and incenfe. 

Otherwife our words will be like the Egyptian pots^ recking out the ftrong {fuel¬ 
ling onions and garlick of our own corruption, fuch as God can take no pleasure in, 
neither will he accept fuch an offering at our hands* s , 

' Verfe 11 . For ftom the riftng of the fun <£c.] where as they might objedf,If you 
will not have fervice from us,you can have none at all: for other people walk eve¬ 
ry one in the name of his God Mic. 4. 5. and the Gentiles have their vanities, 
and do&rines of vanities Ier. 14. lii and 10. 8. wherewith they are wholy ta¬ 
ken up. Take you no care for chat, faith God here* 

for from the riftng of the fun, to the going down of the fame, my name jhall be great . 
among the Gentiles] I will provide for mine own great Name, that is, formyglo- • 
ry ( for fo Gods Name is ufed in that fenfe JExod. 9. 16, pfal. 8. 1. )I will be 
nolofer by your rejeftion: for I have other people that will more reverence me, 
and do me better fervice j fothat I need, not be beholding to you; I have from 
.Eaft to Weft thofe that will make hard fhife but I fhall have fervice done me. I 
<2 a fit aftgne , andfend toTarfhiJh\ Pul, and Lud &c. that have not heard my 
fame, neither have feen my glory, and they fhall declare my glory among the Gen- fkW. 
tiles. And they fhall bring all your brethren for an offering unto the Lord out of 
all nations upon horfes, and in charret?, and in litters dec. that though fick, weak¬ 
ly, and unfit for travell, yet they fhall come on end; and rather in litters then not 
at all: they fhall be content to fuffer any hardffiip for heaven, as the ftonc will fall 
down to come to it’s own center, though it break itfelfin an hundred peeces. 

The Gentiles once converted fhall fly as a cloud Jfa. 60. 8. that is with m*eat- 
eft pernicity and fwiftnefle : yea they fhall in fuch flocks come to the Church, as 
if a whole flight of doves, driven by fome hawk or tempeft, fhould fcour into 
the columbary, and rujh into the windoWes. There are that have obferved, that ©«°f. 
the name of God in all the maternall languages confifteth of foure letters, to inti- 
] mate that he hath his people in all the foure quarters of the earth, out of all coun- °° n 
tries, nations, andjanguages, Deut.6.4. Heart, Q Ifraeh The. Lord our God is one 
Lord. In the Original, the laftletter of the word,H**r*, isgreater then the reft, 
as calling for all poffible heed and attention. So likewife is the laft letter in the 
word One, which being Daletb, and (landing ufiwlly for Four( as a nnmerall let¬ 
ter ) fignifieth, fay the Hebrcw-Doftours, that this One God fhall be worfhipped 
in all the four corners of the earth. This, Cyprian hath alfo gathered from the 
Greek letters of the name Adam : which do ieverally fignifie the four quarters of A Avaw^. 
the world, Eaft, Weft, North and South: to teach, that Chrift, the fecond 
Adam. , will fetch his people from all parts : and hath therefore built his Church, mm?™** 
hi9 new Ierufalem four-lquar Rev. zi.16. and placed on the Eaft three gates, on Gel*. 

I the North three gates, on the South three gates, and on the Weft three gates, 
ver. * 13 . that all from all parts may have free and open accede unto him. Babylon 
was in like manner built four fquare, as Hrr^ofiwteftifieth: and Conftantinople T h 
is fofeituate betwixt Europe and Afia, asifit were fatally founded to command “* * r \. 
both. This is much more ttue of Vranople, the city of the great King, open to Tw ^bi 3 . 
all commers, asth e^dilis or Chamberlains houfe in Rome was. O thou that 
heareft prayers, to thee Jhall aU flejh come ( faith the Pfalmift ) come with a cou- Pfal. 6$. j. 
nge, fith they are fare as ofacceffe, fo offuccefleln all their fuites thorough Chrift 
the Mediatour, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle-wall of £nh 
partition between lews and Gentiles. This the perverfe Jews could never abide to ^ • 4 ' 

heare of: nor can they to this day. And therehence is it that they have in their I 
expofmons bafely depraved this text, and corrupted the true fenfe of it, asis to be 
feen in the Chaldee Paraphraf, znADavidKimchi: calling ns Hill Got Mamzer 
baftard Gentiles, and enrfing us in their daily prayers, which are not ( fure ) that 
pure Offering mentioned in this verfe, and interpreted by them of the prayers of the 
Jews every where difperft. The rejection of the Jews and acccpcion of the 
gentiles into grace and favour is a hidden my fiery : fuch as maketh the Apoftle of 
me Gentiles cry out, O the depth \ Bom. 1 i. . 23. yea it is a part of that great my- 
Jtery of Godlineffe 1 Tim. 3. 16. that God manifefted in the fiefs fhould be preached 

unto 
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unto the G entiles % and be leered on in the world. Let us piety the poor hardened Jews- 
and pray the rending of the vail that is yet fpread over them : that the rebuke of 
Gods people may be taken away from oft* all the earth If a, 2 5.7,8. Let us alfo praife 
God who hath made us Gentiles meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
Saints in light Col. 1. 12. And take heed that we fin not away our light, and cade 
God to take his kingdome from us, giving it to a nation that will bring him better 
fruiter, ai. 43. we have a fair warning given us by the example of the Tews 
Rom. 1 1. Seeft thou another ftiipwrack ? look to thy tackling. 

from the rifing of the fun) from the Eaft of Judaea the fun of (Thrifts Gofpel paf 
fed by the fouthot Greece to the Weft of the Latine Church, andthefe Iflandsof 
in Them L». ours that in the Sca > into which the Sun is faid to go down, or to he down, « 
m its tabernacle ot reft ( which is an exprellion of the old Greek Poets, and the 
• Originall word here ufed agreeth to it. ) All the danger is, left the Gofpellin 
this it’s Solar motion, be travelling for the Weft of that other world, the Ameri¬ 
can parts ; and quitting it’s prelent places of rcfidence and unworthv pofleffours • 
And then farewell England. Oh fee us pray that that difmalf day may ne¬ 
ver arife, wherein it fhall be faid, that the glory is departed from our Englifh 
Ilrael. & 

my name piall be great) Namefovfame as Exod. 34, 5,6 , Philip. z.o.Gen.i 1.4. 
Renouncd men are called men of name Gen. 6. 4. and bale men are called men of no 
name lob 30.8. J 

fhall be great} NotthatGodis great, or lefle. Magnum & parvumfuntex 
ijs, fjuajunt ad alt quid, faith Arifiotle. But Gods name is faid to be great, when 
he is declared or acknowledged to be great, as the word ( fanftified ) is ufed Mat. 
6 . 9. and the word (juftified ) Mat. 11. 19. Jam. 2. 21. Gods fame and glory is 
(as himlelf ; eternall and infinite; and fo abides in it fclf, not capable of our addi¬ 
tion or detraction. As the Sun which would fhine in its own briehtnefle and elo- 
ry, though all the world were blind, and did wilfully wink. Howbeir to t rv 
how we prize his Name, and how induftrious we will be to magnifie and’exalt it 
he hath declared that he. efteemes himlelf made glorious; and accounts thathe 
hath received, as it were, a new being by thofe inward conceptions we have of 
his glory, and thofe outward honours we do to his name. 

and in every p lace incenfc fhall be offered J Not at Iemfalem only, as theTews 
held j nor in mount Gcnzim, as the Samaritans lob. 4. *0, 21. but anv place 
t Without difference ) be it but a chimney might make a goodly Oratory 1 Tim. 
2. 8. All religious difference ofplaccs was taken away by’Chrifts death. There- 
fore fo foon as he had faid I oh. 19. 3 o. Itufinified, he gave up the Ghoft, and 
prcfently the vad of theTemple was rent from the top to the bottom Mat.2y.%\. 
And from that hour there was no more holinefle in the Temple, then in any other 
phee. Though till then, the Temple was fo holy a place, and fuch religions reve¬ 
rence did Gods people beare to it, that after the Caldeans had burnt it, they ho¬ 
noured the very place where it had flood, and efteemed it holier then any other. 
This appears by thofe eighty perfons whom IJhmael murthered ler. 41. y. 
and by Dame/s opening his windowes toward lerufalem, when he prayed Dan. 

IncenfefhaU be ojfered,*»d a pure ofering^lnfirne tefiimonium pro faerificio Miff*, 
“S I**™-*'' J hls f«tis a notable teftimony for the facrificingof the^Maffe. 
2 P , a Pf s wdl needfly have* to be the facrifice here meant and mentioned- 
Btt-biveof S llk l that ^^"^that finding it written at the end of S.Pauls epiftles Miff* 
Rome f*l. 9%. biaggd he had found the Maffe in his Bible: So another reading fobni. 

* , T”T£ madc th e fame conclufion. We fhall wave their argn- 

' W f k ffi r C r le f! anfwered by others: and take the meaning of the holy Gboft 
here to be of fuch fpimuallacrifices of the new Teftament, as all ChrffHanJ, even 
1 Pec. a. $. | the whole royal priefthood, are bound to offer up to God. Tfaefe are cafled/*- 
cvnfe and Offers , by Analogy, thetypefor the thing thereby fhadowed,as/r^ 
£j*|‘** ' ’“fienutUan^AugHfliHc interpret the Text. Tbisincenfe lsprayer,and praife, 

CmMarem Chr,ft “ n to g«hcr wtth all thegoodthirigs that hehath orcan ’do. Ic is 

to. 4. ‘ j fafltxomto dc conjctentia pur*', faith TcrtnUUn. Thus thofe good Maced**- 

. ‘ an 
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" w B a « >°>\r Ljrd, faith J-, ,/„ vilcfGU , ~ --- 

8. s. I bus. the womans had ddivered tbemfelves up to t hr form ofBoUrine, that had 
been dchotredunto them, Rom. 6.17. and are yet further exhorted to exhibit Rom,I2Iv 
piefcnr make tender, yield up and offer as fpiritual priefts, their bodies (and much 
more their louls) tnGod , * * living facrifice, by a'willingnellb to do whathere- 

? Ti h 2 Time's T m \Vu 16 ' and I todieforhisfakc i f <*Icd thereunto. Phil. 

xy.zTim.^ 6 : 6 n^ffeht^ns took away all external fervice , faith Zanchy 
Libertines fay it» lulhcicnt that we facrifice to God the hidden man of the hear't* < 

The 1 ope iai th to his vaflals, My Son,give me thy heart : be a papift in heart and 
then go to Churcli, diflcmble, do what ye will. But God requires to be glorified 
with our Jpints and bodies both , becaufe both are hi? ^ , gionpca . 

,„cd God cohethe Author „f’ t hc ^ ^ 

“r"d h T'"STfr b ,° dy - (^) «.he truechrimanfacrifirethSeif • 
to God, fo all that he hath, or can j and is ready to fay as that Grecian did to the 

■ i.iP Cr ° r ,’ ‘{ 1 had ; ;, mm ’ ™rc I wwldbriag thee. It comforts him to confider 
Tk.it if then be a ™‘Utng mmie, God accepts according to that a man hath,and not ac T ‘ ! * 

,,recording,0,b,t hi hath not. Noah, facrifice could not be <;rcat, yctwasit^cat * 1 ^’ 
y accepted, bccaufc of dean beads,and offered in faith. Ic is the godly mans care a iorl 
that hrs offering though ,cbe poor,yet may be a pare offering , proceeding fr om a \ l 
pure heart, a good conic,cnee, and iaith unfained , and then he .s fure it s o re bv ' 
divine acceptation through Chrift. i Pet. 2.5. In confidence whereof he lifts mdiclv 
hands, 1 Ttm.ih. And although fenfijlc of hts impurities & imperfcftibns hifheart 

l‘ m ,hT C T C - a5 , 7 f“ 4jd ' d - kft his father ihould difeern himict when 
ht. remembreth that he is clothed as Jacob was with the t?armenr i* 

ther,tbcr„bcof Chriftsrighteoufn/ffe (which- 

faith,but reaching to the heels and coveting all the parts of the foul) he goeth bold¬ 
ly to the throne of grace, and covers Gods altar with his evangelical facdficcs Such 
as are contrition and felf-dcnial, P/, s ^.Confidence in God^ha.olXfc 'u he 
’ & t • / ’ Ron, ' , S- , « -Beneficence,,,be poor, Phil. 4. 8. (S-e. „ 

wbuhhi. aim and endeavour is to ^orfjipGodinfbirit andtodoall mnn. 

me«eft lnCflC ° ut: . of c ° nftraint of conlcicncc. For he knows rhat as thl 

L hf ^ w 15 ln >' r ‘ tual wickedncffe ( as in thofe that fin Jaind 

^ lo the greated growth of grace is in fpiritual holincffc j in wor- ' 
lhippmg God moremfpirit and truth. } wor 

*Y‘ 1 j f »'l‘l’*™'F’-opb*nedi,.] Ye Jews in general, though my peculiar 

Cld'.h nd C r cd / b 7 “ V na A? - YoU that ' IMi rer armC! with ™ as it were, and 
Ihould therefore lift up my Name as an enfign: that you fhould ufe m'c thus corn fc 
ly, and cad dirt upon my name by your irrcligion.- this moves me not a little- 
hfm.r t h C, “ , K 0tb - UI:0n f ^and ag ain complain of it. H ad it been an enemy, I fhould „ . , , 
better have born it. Bn, „ »as then my familiar, Sec. What, thou my'fin Bm,“> 

Frtend betray,ft,,cn the Son.fman, and tha, with a kiffe ? Seipio had rather Ha -, 

Viia/drould ertthts heart with fait, then La/ins his friend do him the lead dTfcur- - 
tefic.God wil take chat ofa profane perfon that he will not df a profeffor. Philidins 
may eatt theark Sc feape fcotfree. Butif Oaniddo it,God will pun.fh him inthe 
death of Z’a.c.ab.sfngnftK Cafar may fend forthadeerte thatall thcf^ianlivorld 
Aoulii be taxed or numbred,£«ki.a. hue if David nnmber his people, God wil make 
bloodywa.les upon hisbacki& ,fh= make Cods name to dinckamo^g the^afhen! 

♦ SWT.T, o h " “ em,,h “ tt U P°" his ”?”« Davids tears and blood.See 

£*e<. 3 6.2i.& 39.7. Amos z.y.Levtt. io.a ,/will be fantlifiedin *11 . 

ofth"*"’ ”"' Sa "® ficd hc will be cither aaively or paffivcly either inthe fincerity , 
fakecTcTord 0 5 l °?T “" d ™ranat,on.If Solomon fb7 

menltlcad ?f If^nfo^rd 4 ’”' , e ° d wil challifc hi™ with the rods of 

auablc^of 1 rcDenrance >n yo . unt hankfiii for mercies, fo impatient of remedies,fo ttn- 
Wkkcdf P ’ S ’ C ° Wamcd > fo ihamclcfly, fo lawlefly 

The table of the Lord} that is the Altar : fee verfe y. 

And j he fruit thereof, ] Or the revenue, the income of it:. It is a bafe allowance 
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that thc Priefts have 5 prisoners pittance: they live chat’s all. Orthus, 7 /k ta- 
■t th \ L ? r - d ts P°!f utcd : &c ‘ , Thatis > it is no better worth then to be polluted* 
neither do his Priefts deierveeither countenance or maintenance. So ihany wretch¬ 
ed people in thclc day cs think there is more ado made then needs in the.worfhin 
and lervice of God, ColoDcum, ut par eft. VV hereas indecd.we that have recei¬ 
ved lo many mercies, and have lived in fuch an age of miracles, fliould not onelv 
De °r' f^.&ftd**** 1 '* as TertHllUn phralcth it , ferve God, but be unla- 
tilliable m ierving hinv And as ( 7 ods fervicc is flighted , fo his minifters are well 
nigh itarved in many places .• the vulgar holding the miniftry no better then a idle 
iildcffc trade, taken yp to make a living oh How-Shamcfully arc Gods ablcft fervants 
% i0 ’ m0ckcd * mi(ulcd ' A * ad prognoftick of a dying Stare, 2 cW 

Verfc 1 3. And ye have faid alfo ., Beheld what a Marine(fe « it, and ye kavefarf- 
fttiatt: &c. I At what ? At the chiding you have had for jour lame and lean fa- 
tnhccs. A little oftenfive breath hath blown you up into rage: This is a kinde of 
bia pnemy, E^ 20* 27. when gracclefle men fall into a fuftian-fume. as they fay, 
by hcanng ot their faults: and briftlc againft a reproof, though never fo juft. Or 
thus, Tc have puffed and blown, as almoft brcathleffc, by carrying feme carrion 
; Jheep for a facnfice: as if it were lb fat and full of flefh, that you could hardly 
bring it without breaking your winde; whereas ye might have blown it away, it is 
fo thin and light. Hateful Hypocrific 1 And it fped accordingly. For Jbould / 
accept tax at your hand ? No, no ; Sapiens nummularius eft Dens: nummum fittum 
>;oa reetptet. God is a wife mint-man : he will take no counterfeit coyn. He not 
oncly detect the cozener, and detefts him as here , but curie th him bitterly in the 
next verfe. He rejc&s the hypocrites facnfne and plagucth luch Promctbcuffes • 

Labour therefore for that truth in the inward parts , that wc may be with Ap- 
pc lies approved in Chrtft, Rom. 16. and with Nathancel, an Ifraelite indeed Be 
tUC / We 7 °““/?® to bc : a ” d > tf -not the windows of the Temple 

rilandstinh ^ 'V 7W *J W , S 3 *“° bc no morc in then wc are in truth. 

J t ands us in hand when to deal with God, to have the greater part of our ware 

” (V t-h Xu 1 ° fll ° P * f n L d n ° C aU ° n thc forcfide > on the*board or flail: and 
to Re, that though our work be but mean, yet it may be clean : though not fine 

r^m T f ° U ; f ^ ,cdandflubbtfrd with the liar of a rotten heart. Sweet powden 
can make even leather an ornament, when the Sanies of a plague-fore wiltender a 
rich robe Jothtbm, and infectious. V h 

lerje 14. But turfed bc that deceiver] Curfed With a curfe boih verbal and 
h-art ^ a»d Ipiritua!. Thcfc la ft light heavy ( fuch as art hardnciTe of 

thJ* ho ; rour f confc , en c e; though lefleobferved; becaufe they come into 
'to hf S ir ft te f> a ftd liky oyle into his bones : They foakand fink in- 

SiT5T ' , 1 1 Probably it was the perpetual trembling of his hands and . 
^th b al!f thr ^ h i heh01r0Ur0 fi:' s ' 0nfc — So, not long before, when * 
tai cS tf; CCe "T • an ^ hearko.red to that old Impoftor the iubtile 
Noble mem fonW h,n ?’ b " t f ur * :dth ‘ S^f as the Perfians, when their 
nrcfcnc^ rt/L h d r 3 h ? n S d , u P th f ir coats and whipt them in their' 
L !i hCir ° mdf ° r,k ^^ : ' rh °ros alfo and thiftles lhall irbring 
^lifted* burluMKM '-IS* lc ^‘? s n ^ vcr bcautl ^ u ^ n °rcheerfull fince that curfe in- 
from rlvjr h ^ C <* nd » wa, ^ ,n S f° r the comming of the fecond Adam to free it 
curf ev,n fir U R Z' 8 ‘ 2 °* ^e barren figrree felt the power of Chrift. 
ve led favin iT? 0 " »i* »o. For when thc difciplcs faw it, they mar- 

' hc H tree withe ”d away} They might marvel well 
enough, for th$ figcrce is thc rnoft juyccfull of any tree : and beares the brunt of 

winter- 
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win;er-blafts, wirhout withering. But the blafts of Chrifts mouth are morepowT 
erfuil. Hecan blow men to definition Job.^. 9 . as fo many duft-heaps- yea frown - 
not fome Angle fig-tree onely, but the whole vineyeard to defolation. It is burnt 
with fire , it tsconjtimed : they perift at the rebuke of thy countenance^ Pfal. So 16. 

Men may curfe, and no hurt follow ; the curfe caufleffc (hall not come TW.2*6.2. 

Mtchah’s mother curfed when Hie loft her mony, jud.iy.z. But who cared or fared 
the worfe for that ? And the like may be faid of Julius Palmer the Martvrs 
mother, when hc craved her blcfling upon his knees, Ihedrove him oiit of doores ? 
for an herctike, and faid, Gods curfe and mine go With th:c. 

What was David the wor/e for ShcmePs c urfing of him, or Jeremy for the neo- T 
pies, or the reformed Churches for the Popes? the filly people in Italy are made Jer>,5<, °* 
to beleeve, that ever fince the Pope excommunicated Queen Elizabeth the peo- ) 
pie of England are ail as black as devils. The Pope is like a wafp, no fooner an- 
gred, but out comes a fling: which being out is like a fools dagger ratling and 
Inaping without an edge. Wc may fay of bis curfes (with bell, book, and candle) 
as Fegwut iatzh of chariots armed with fitbes and hooks, that at firft they were'* lib;t M p M 
terrour, and after afcorn. But Gods curfes are terrible, and light heavy. Tose- ’ 
ther with word there goes forth a power (as it is faid in another cafe) and what 
he fpeaketh with his mouth , he maketh good with his hand. And it is a fearful 
thing to fall into the punching hands of the living God : thofe that have felt his 
fingers will fay fo. This the deceiver isfure to do if timely courfc be not taken. 

Currat ergopoenitcnfla^neprracurratfcntenlta. 

that deceiver'] That fraudulent fellow, that crafty companion, tha tcosfner O ua - 
drttplator , Aluchinator , that dealeth fubtiiely with the Lord, as the Egyptians'^ 
with his people, and thinks to out-wit him, as thc Medianites did the Jfraeliccs. 

( See Num. 25.iS. 'Pfal. 10.25. in both which places the fame word is ufed as 
here) that caflcth and fetcheth about (yerfutulus & verfaults') how to deceive 
both God and man with fhewes of devotion; not. afraid to be damned, fo he may N 
teem to be faved, and feekmg fo long to deceive others, that in fine he deceiveth his 
ownloul, (which is the worft kinde of deceit, as felf-murther is the worftfort of 
murther) winding himfelf into the fools paradife of a lublime dotage, and that in 
matters of greateft confequence and concernment. Impoftur.am faciunt & pati- 
untur, as that Emperour faid of them that fold glaffe for pearl ; they mock and 
are mocked, deceiving or being deceived , as Paul faith, like fome drunken flage- 
piayer, they have aded a kings part fo long, that now they begin to think them* 
ielves kings indeed: and like fleeping Sifera they dream of a kingdom, when as 
J “’/■'■nail is neerer Ins temples then a crown. A curfe he is fure of, fee on by God 
(who then fhall take it off?) and feconded by men, yea by men that were with¬ 
out God in the world. Witnefle that law of thc twelve tables in. Rome, Sacrum 
facrove commendatum qui elepferit rapferttve , pamada efto. Let him be punifhed for 
a parricide, that (hall commit facriledge of any fort. Now an hypocrite is by Ba- 
f! r ^ ht iy , ca , iled U eJevK©- nfacrilegious Church-robber : becaufc he Reals from God 
” we ‘“ himfelf dedicated to God by profefiion of Chriftianity: and fo 

becomes Ava-Sm^io. accurfed i yea. Anathema Maranaiha double accurfl, and put o- " 

ver to God to punifh : who hath prepared the hotteft fire in hell for fuch, becaufe 


their fm is increafed by their knowledge : as the fin of Salomon in honouring idbls 
which he knew to be no gods, was far greater then that ofhis wives, which belce-r :r 
ved them them to bc gods, as Toftatus truly obferveth. 

winch hath in his fiod^a male'] A flock be hath then, and is a ftieep-mafler: able 
perhaps to fay as he in the Poet —mille msis errant in monnbus dgni. Were he a 
poor man, he might be the better exenfed .- of a little God accepts a little. Again, he 
h f h * ™ de *» bis fi^ a .founds idy,fat lamb , or ram and r^ferving that for his own 
, 1 c hough he had voluntarily vowed it to God, he brings a corrupt carrion, or 
a learj ftarv'ling for a ftcrifice. This deceitful dealing is his fin, that fubjeds him 
to the curfe. This was the fin, (and became the calamity) of thofe in Jeremy 
4.22. that ferved not God with the beft of tljeir underftanding : o^thofc 
in tfaggee that dwelt in their ceiled houfes, and let the Lords houfc lie waftc: of Hag.4.4; 
(fome think) that beflowed twice as much time in building fiis ownhoufe 
Gods houfe: of all thofe that feek not. Gods kingdom in the firft plac£, that 
G g g 2 give 
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give not God the btft of the beft , the primrofe of their age, the firft thoughts 
in the morning, the fitteft and freeft times of the day for prayer &c. Sdpio went 
firft to the Capitol every day, and then to the Senate-houfe. David prevented the 
night watches to pray.« Chriftwasat it a great while before day Mar. 1.35. of 
t Charts the Great it is reported, thathefpoke and converfed more with God then 
'totn.bifl' ' with man. Our King Alfred caft the natural day into three parts j Eight hours he 

fd.i 3. fpent in prayer ,lludy and writing : eight in the fervice of his body, and eight in 
the affaires of his State. The Jews divided the bufineffe of the day into three 
parts. The firft, ad Tephilla , that is for prayer : the fecond ad Ter ah, for the ftudy 
of the Law. the third ad MaLchah , for work .-this they did on working-dayes-befidcs 
their weekly fabbath and other holy-dayes ftritktly obferved, which made Seneca 
(that profane Heathen) fay of them, that they loft more then a feventh part of 
their time. How much better might he have bewailed his own Ioffe of time, and 
ncglcft of the one thing neceffary in the words of Bernard , Totttm vita mea 
tempus perdtdi, quia perdit evixi, I have loft my whole life, becaufe I have lived 
without God in the world ? what a happineffe had it been to him, if he had ob- 
*tAX* « tht* ferved Ariftotles rule ( and Thales his examples, viz,, that a Philofophcr may get 
riches, but that's net their main bufineffe. Many are fo bulled in the world, that 
AriUpetit. they think not of Gods kingdom (which yet they vowed to do when they were 
iib.i.cap.vlt. baptized) as the Duke of Alva told the king of France, who asked him, whcchcr 
he had obferved the late great Hdipfe? No, faid he, I have fomuch to do upon 
earth, that I have no leafure to behold the heaven. How much better Anaxago¬ 
ras the Philofopher, who being asked wherefore he came into the world ?anfwe- 
? red, Ut ccelumcontempler , that I may contemplat heaven? men fhou Id certainly 
minde heaven moft and firft; and not fiiffer thclcanc kine to cat up the fat, the thin 
ears of corn the good:but honour God with the beft of their fubftancc and with the 
beft of their abilities (if they ftand bound by vow -cfpecially, if they have vowed a 
faale to God.) Let it not be according to the Italian Proverb with us, Sciapat il 
Morbofraudatoil Santo, when the danger is efcaped, the vow is neglected) left 
clfe Godcurfe them, as here, for a company of cozeners .• and make them know 
and rue his breach of promtfe. Nam. 14:34. Surely if Jacob was afraid when he 
Gen 27 12 went about to feek ableffing, left his blinde father fliould difeernhim, and his 
deceit in dealing with him, and fohe might get a curfe inftead of a blefiing; 
How ought men to take heed and fear to diffemble or deal deceitfully with the 
All-feeing God ? efpeciallyfincehcis fo great a Cod ( fee him fet forth in his 
greatneffe.Dwtf.10.17) and therefore leffe patient of affronts and indignities: he 
lookes to be ferved like himfelf, and according to bis excellent greameffe. 

for I am a great king faith the Lord of Hofts\ Yea a great King, becaufe Lord 
of Hofts. See the Note on Chap. 3. 17) mvnKpelmp, h\mr.^Jmtp. He is 

abfolute Monarch of the whole world : and by him it is that all other kings 
reign, and Princes rule Prov.%. 15. All other Soveraignes are but his fubftitutw, 
his Viceroyes ; he makes them, and unmakes them af his pleafure, as proud He- 
Dana: buchadnez*ar was forced to acknowledge. Hence he is rightly ftiled a great 

King (a title anciently given to the kings of Perfia, and now to the Grand 
life Manl. Sign ior) yea, he is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords , in another fenfe then Maxi- 

hc.tm. rntltan the Emperourof Germany faid that he was, becaufe the Princes and cities 

of the Empire were free ftates, and ycelded him little obedience. God hath all . 
the Kings of the earth at his beck and check : Conftantine the great, Va lentinian, 
m and Theodofius, three Emperours, called themfdvcs V^afalios Chrifh,thc vaffa/sof 

Chrift, as Socrates reporteth. And well they might ; inafmuch as all nations (ta¬ 
ken together) are in eomparifonofhim, but as a drop of a bucket, and as the duft 
of the baUancc : behold he tahgtb up the JJles as a very little thing , as one would take 
up-a feather at his foot. And if a facrifice fitting for him fliould be prepared, 
'Lebanon would not be fuff dent to bum, nor all the beafis thereof for a burnt-ofering. 
Aft * % AH nations to him are as nothing &c. Efau. 40.15, 16. . Simon Magus gave out, 
that he was fome great matter: and the world hath been troubled with Alexan¬ 
der the Great, and Ponrpey the Great &c. But what's now become of all thefe Gran- 
dees, with thdir fwellifig titles, and loud bragg's. Hath not God long fince cut 
*ffthe jfitiss of thefe pCtty-T rtnccs, tmd J become terrible to the kftrgs of the earth > 
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‘Pjnt. 7tf.11. where the word rendered cm off, fignifieth that he flips diem off 
as one would flip a flower betwixt ones fingers, or a bunch of grapes off the vine. 

J he kings of Perfia were wont to give laws to their people, fitting in a chaireof 
State, under a vine tree of gold, that had as it were bunches of grapes made up of 
fmaragds, or em'ralds, and other ftones of greateft price. The Kino of heaven lib 12. 
fits upon a throne far morecofily and ftately : as may befecn Ezaf. ?. Efai. 6 . 

Dan. 7 - Omnir.'o igintr Sportet ms, orationis tempore , curiam tntrarc cncleftem in qua 
Rex %rgmn ftcllatofcdet folio &c. as Bernard excellently inferreth, it behoveth us 
therefore at prayer-time, to enter into the Court of heaven, where the Kino G f R 
Kings fits in his ftarrie and ftately throne, environed with an innumerable mTm- Sr? 2 s 
ber of glorious Angels, and crowned Saints; with how great reverence there- 1 
- fore , with how great fears, with how great humility ought a poore bafe toad 
creeping and crawling out of his ditch to approach fo dread full a pre- 
fence ? 

and my Name is dreadful among the Heathen ] It was ever fo from the very diftin- 
ftion ofmen into Hebrews, and Heathens. At the firft, before the covenant made 
with Abraham , all Nations were alike before the Lord. But as foon as it was 
laid, I will be thy G*d, and the God of thy feed after thee, the Church was evidently 
divided from the world,as light was from darkneffe at the firft creation. The Hea¬ 
thens Godfujfercd to w alkjn thetr own wtyes. Ncverthelejfe, he lift not himfelf Without AH. 
wtneffe : but his Name was ever terrible and tremend amongft them. The Hittites >7.* ' 
honoured Abraham as a‘Prince of God, Thiraoh was railed up on purpofe, that on 
him God might get him a name throughout all the earth, Exod.9. 16. Jethro 
heard of his doings in Egypt, and became a Profelyte. The hearts of the Cana- 
anits melted, and they were made to fay , The La d your God, he is God in heaven 
above, and m earth beneath, Jo'h. z.n. The Philiftins were woe-begon when they 
beheld the Ark of the Gcd of lfrael brought into the field .■ and^vere ready, as 
worms, to wriggle into their holes. The king of Babylon fen t Embaffadours and 
a prefent to Hex*chtah, becaufe he had heard that for his fake God had caufed the 
Sun to go back. Daniel records what a Name God had gotten him in his dayes 
all the world over. And after the captivity neer MaLchis time, the famous vi. 
ftories gotten by the Maccabees were far and rieer difeourfed of. Judis M ccabaus 
had his namefrom the capital letters of this motto written in his Enfigr.e Mica- 
mocha Elohim Jehovah, who is Itk* unto thee O Lord among the Gads ? But befidsrs 
and above all this, Gods name is drcadfull among the Heathen in a fpecial manner 
now ; fince the calling of the Gentiles, and the converfion of fo many nations to 
the faith of Jefus Chrift, Maugrc the malice of earth and of hell. This madcGi- 
loccrius an Heathen fay> Fire mngnus eft Dens ( hrifl a iorum the God ofthe Chrifti- 
ans is a great God indeed* And another Af.iwixATiKdTen^-ofivb QicsvpSv your 
God is a moft Majeftick God. What a mouth of blafpheray then opened that def- 
parate Papi ft John Hunt in his humble appeal to King James ? 1 he God of the 
Proteftants, faith he, (whom he knowesto be the father. Son, and holy Ghoft) is chjp.<5, 
the moft uncivil, & evil-mannerM Cod of all thofe who have born the name of gods of that Pun- 
upon the earth : yea, wor.e then Pan God ofthe clowns, which can endure no ce- 
remonies, nor good manners at all; True it is, that humane inventions in hrs fer¬ 
vice, and Popifli will-worlhips, our God will not away with. Such ftrangefire if 
any prefume to bring before him, they may look to fpeed as Nulab and Abihtt, 

Core and his complices did : but he expetts and requires that all his worlhippers - 
fliould come before him with reverence and godly fear : For even our God (no leffe 
then the Jews God) is a confumixgfire. He is terrible out of his holy places PfU.6S.3i.. l2,2 ®’ 

And albeit he loves to be acquainted with his people inthewalkes of their obedi¬ 
ence : yet ( as a great Ting) he takes ftate upon him in his ordinances, and wilbe 
trembled at in his word and Saeraments.Hence Chryfoftome calles the Lords table, 
that dreadful table ; and other Ancients cal Sacraments w yeac}* /xvdieut. terrible /peiK.-lJ'usr 
myfteries. He that comes to this table without his wedding garment may look to 
be taken from th'e table to the tormentor. That’s a remarkable Text Ex’id. 34.1 o, 

11. upon the nobles of the children of lfrael he laid not hishand : alfo they fare Gocl, and 
did cat and drink. So dreadful is God, and fo infinite is the dittance betwixt him 



and the greateft Noble that comes to his table, that ic is an honour they may be 
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fuffered to live in his fight: how much more then to partake of his ordinances :* 
Kings and judges are inftruded to ferve the Lord with fear, and to rcjoyce before 
him with trembling, PjaLz.i 0,11. This is horror facer, faith d Lapidc upon this 
text defcanting upon their vulgar interpreter, who rendered the word dreadful 
horrible, E t mmm me urn horribUe. But what an' odde conccic was that of a cer- 
Z t tain So P hli>er at Pai ‘‘ s > who would needs be called the horrible Sophijlcr non mine- 
l / rcm '*** appellutionem rants e/uam Africar.i nut Afiatici^l aith l ives. Perhaps he 

had read this Text in the vulgar Tranilation. Unleffe they had the fame law at Pa- 
EfpencJnTiui [ ls cIui f ^ bad ,n Ita, y> that nonefliould read the Bible, left they jfhouId thereby 
be made heretikesbut rather ftudy Ariftotle ( whom Veter Lombard had brought 
into more requeft then Saint Pay.!, as the S or bon at Paris complained (or the Ca¬ 
non-Law, whereof Caroloftaditts had been eight, ycers Doftour ere he began to 
7 ead the Scripture: and yet at the taking of his degree had been pronounced, 
S ujjicicnttjjinius. 1 3 


CHAP. 31 . 

Vcrfei. A Nd now, O ye pric(ls,&c. AW, that is, Nowlin Imufthave 
I. X the other bout with you, befides what I had chap- 1. 6 7 ike. for 
as once from the Prophets ( fonow from the Priefis) in Tcrui'alem \rof..mffe is 
jcr.23.1s gone forth into all the land. Their white Hpbods covered many foul fimics: and 
their evil example proved a publike mifehief. Hence the prophet is lb round with 
them : for he knew that a wicked Priclt is the worft creature upon earth. Unfavo- 
ry fait is fit for no place; no not for the dunghill. Jt is an old-proverb tha' hell 
’ ,s P av( ; d Wlth the (haven crowns of evil pn efts'. The word ; rieji is never ufed by the 
liecultuSatill, Apofiies for a Minifter of the Gofpel: no not by the moil ancient l athers as Bel- 
4 - larnutte himfclf confefleth. Indeed in Chry/tfUmc J finds this piercim; Vlime- 
Urn. ?./» Alt. Non arbitror inter facer dotes mult os ife ejui fdvi fiant, l do not think' Hth H- 
that among all our priefis, there be many that (lull be faved. Bernard conus after 
ium and complains, that in the court of Rome good men failed, bad men grew 
l fAAt amain: and that the Bifhops of his time, were not Dodours but kducers no'rPa- 
! lours buc Impoftours, not Prelates but Pilates. Yea Pope Vim the leemui hath left 

inhiji. Aufir. llfn 8 ! £ hat fc n 2 V i ,, f no ?^ fthad becn fora ' Ion S time committed in the Ca- 
aptid Calling- y. . , uich » the firft beginning whereof proceeded not from the priefis, Come- 
hifi.Ncap.l. 4. » ft L.aptde upon this chapter, cries out of the ignorance and wickednefie of die 

Po P 11Cler gy v as the caufc of the contempt caff by us upon them. And i would 
we had not eaufc to fay, that many of our Min iff ers neither feed liberally by cha- 
' Xlt y> J 101 ' , ndly by doftrine, nor religioufly by life: which opened once the 

m °. c .h at dead dog Camp tan, maliciouily to bark our. Mi,-.:jins comm nihil 
vilius. Their Miniffers are moft vile and vicious. 

this commandement it for you 1 i. c. that curfe,^.1.14- implying a comman- 
dement: that if you defire to efcape that heavy curfe, you forthwith obey this 
commandement ( Ant faciendum enim nut patitnditm ) to procure the’ purity and 
integrity of my worfliips, and to fee that there be a prefent reformation of Reli- 
gmn . Reformation is a work that hath ever gone heavily on, and hath met with 
much opposition. As that made by Elias, by Uftah, by Nehemiah, and b V Hr«- 
wh ° found che and Levites very backward : wbid) the good kiiif per* 
ceiving, began firft himfclf, and awaked thofe fluggards with thefe words. Oh be 
not deceived my fonnes : God hath ebofen you for this fcrvicc, 2 Chr on. 29. i I- 
I he like backwardneffe was found in the Popifli Clergy to a general! Cotmccll, fo 
much urged and called for by the Bohemians, Gormans, and ocher Nations, that 
groaned under the yoke of Papall tyranny. Luther truly and trimly compared 
the Cardinals and Prelats that met at Rome about Reformation of the Church, to 
SLiJmCom- foxes, that came to fweep an houfe full of duff with their tails: and inftecd o/fwce- 
P'"g ,c ° ut > f wept it all about the houfe, and made a great linokc for the while: but 
when they were gone, the duff fed all down again. When nothing could be ob¬ 
tained of the Pope, Luther began to reforme in Germany, where he had a great 

door 
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door open, buc many adversaries and none more violent! then che pJpe vvl^ib ^ — 
r.-.pple crowne, and the Monks, whofc fat paunchcs he fo nearly touched, as-S 
***;. tr,Crnl > r co,d f hc hle f or Sax ?ny. Bacer and Mclax&L framed a form of 

.vc-oimacon with approbation of the Peersand States. Buc the Clergy of Collcn 
rejected ir with (corn and lander, faying chat they would rather fubmkto thco 0 - 
vesnnsent of the gieat lurk, then to a Magiffratc chat followed or furthered fuch/M«/J* Ad 
a Reformation. Herein England fomething began to be done in che rime 0/ IleS^ 

7 t!i " °* b - c 1C was fo a ” d op do fed by che Church-men, that little could b • 

fl0ne f0 lvbat wa . s cs P. e< ^cd. There are many ( faid He, fitting in Parliament) tint • 
aretoo bufie with their new Sumpfimus, and others that dote too much upon their 
o d Mumpjimns. \ he new religion chough true, He and his Clergy envied : the 
old, tliouga his own, he defpiled. Magiffrates are to have the main ffroke in Re¬ 
formation of Religion, (though Pa niffs would utterly exclude them for having 
do in matters hccle ,aft,call) but Miniffers alfo mult move in their own Orb, and do 
their part too. (why elfe are the pnetls here commanded and menaced > ) 1 Bv 
teaching. 2. by cxercifing difeipline. And here Magiffrates muff hemme MB 
niffers in Hid. hoaids of C.edar, Cant. S 9. provide for their focuritv, whiles thev 
do their duty, tnac they may be without fear ummg them as Timothy; , Cor ,6 o ' 

Envied they muft look to be, and hated for their zeal to Gods houfe, which rh™ 
feck to purge, buc publike refpefts muff (like the rapt motion ) carry our hearts 
contrary to the wayes of onr o,vn private refpefts, or concernments: and confider 
that as .t ,s not che colling in a Ihip, but the ftomacktbat caufcth fickneffe- the cho! 
ler within, and not the waves without: So the frowardneffe of men, that quarrel' 

Te P?op™t calk if " 0t W ° rk " ^ " hich is Cods ‘onimand’ement/ashere 

Vorfcz. If JC will not hcarj that your fouls may live, Ifa. sy. 5. but for¬ 
bear, and fo fliew your felves a rebellious houfe, a. 6 . fo Mnr’rebellion ,0 
pur [,um. If you wdl needs referable the deaf adder, which although bv fnictim. . 
out his poyfon, he might renew.his age, ftoppetli Insears by applvmg 6ne to th? 
earth, and covering the other with his tail, left lie flio„|d hear the vovte of the 
charmer. Or if ye do hear with chat griftle chat growesupon your head onelv 

uudivM not Uj u to heart 2 Heb. upon your heart, as a weight to keep it down 
from tiling ,n rebellion agamft the Lord. If you efteem my command a light mac -' 
ca , and inttcad of pondering lt tn y 0nr hearts With Mary, cajl it behind your 

tru u) or, fuffer it to run thorow you as water runs chorow a riven 

vcffell, U,b.z. 4. If thirdly, you will not give glory unto my Name, byconfeflin'i 
your finnes, lojh.y 19. ( fo fubmitting to my judice, and imploring my mercy 
winch will make much to my glory) and redrellir.g your wayes, rtf. so. a,. bV 
breaking oft your iinnes, and bearing much fruit, loh. .>.8. ftudying mine ends 
more then you,rown, and drowning all felf-relpcfts in my glory. Jfyouwilluo- 
obferve and fulfill thefe three fore-mentioned conditions of exemption 
,. 'that evill Angel of mine, that IhaU brino with 
him heiccncfle of anger, wrath, indignation and trouble 'Tfa. 78.40. TljcVul- 
gar Interpreter renders it, I will even fend poverty upon you ; a curfe well fuciniz 

V^ ir cov ; cto 7 fnc ; frc > and agreeable to that threatened by another Prophet: 

As the Partridgefttctb on eggs and hatchcth them not: ft he that getteth riches and 
Mtby right (as thefe Pncfts had done ) foal l leave them in the mid ft of his dales Jcr.i^s 
and at bis end be a fool. A poor fool God will foon make of the covetous caUiS 
and reduce him to extream want; than the which he kno wes no greater hell no 
curfe comparable. But the Originall is more generall, I will execrate you, orpZ 

Z\hdLZ rfe T t fri° U ' Hov ? h ?> M**iJicMBm, No otherw ife then as com- 
S, h f ; l chacE ™P c ronrlaid, laying his hand upon his mouth fora good 
h Hifiol° r c, h i, W ° l “WFonoanccfentciicc of death upon one chat had deferved 

him . ^ Augujhts that it went as much againft the heart with 

n aga,nft ^ h , air Wlth the mrfcfaftour.whcn he adjudged him to con- 
Qigne pumfoment. Vcftafian wept over thofe he fcnceuccd. Nero, in his firft 1 
five years, being.to figne a warrant for execution^ certain Malefadours faid, 
uttnam liter as nefcirem , O that I could not write. Our King Edw. 6. could not 
oc perlwadcd by all his Councill to put his hand to a warrant for the burning of 

one 
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one lone Butcher, that had w, ell deferved ic. Our gracious God might well fay 
As 1 live, / delight not in the death offinnersjbat rather would they Jhoiild convert and 
zc ' 33 ' 1 r * hze :why elfe doch he here in threatening a curle,mcerpofe condition ofrepentance ? 

why doth he warn before he ivounds,and prcmomlh before he punifh? Well might 
?fM?o (the Heathen Hiftorian fay, God loves toforefignifie. Well might that father lay, 
~esn{Mtvuv lAhnatur Dettsnt non pu'niat. God therefore mcnaceth mifery thac he may not 
H redot. inflift ic. * And another, Idco prolataeft fer.ter.tia, ut non fiat. The fcntenccis, 
thcicforc pronounced, that ic may not be executed. Witnclfe that we read Am. 
4. 12. Therefore thus will 1 do unto thee . Thus ? haw ? He nameth not how, that 
they may fear the utmoft, ( a; Ribera noteth ) and yet he addeth, Becarsfe I will do 
this unto thee, prepare to meet thy God, 0 ifrael. Surely as a woman brings not 
forth without pain ; And as a bee ( ulually ) flings nor, till much provoked : lo 
neither doth God curfe his creature, till there be no other remedy 2 Chron. $6,16 
And then, Paticntia Ufa ft furor : abufed mercy turns into fury. If men will 
not accept of conditions of peace, though never fo fair and reafonable ( as here ) 
but pervert his mercies to wantonnefle, his patience to preemption, he willnot 
alwaics bear with their evill mariners : but, repenting him of his kindnefle fo call 
away upon thole that prized it nor, as David repented of the good he had done 
1 5 am.: 5 .2>. unworthy Mabal, he will make them know the worth of his blcilings by the want 
of them. 

I will curfe your hit //tags' faith He here, I willrccovcr mine own and be gene, 
as Hof. 2. 9. I will cut oft'the meat from their mouths, andblafl all your hopes 
of abundance, anddcftroyyou after that 1 had done you good Ufb. 24! 20. Thus 
God dealt by his unfruitfull vineyard Efay 5.5. hcpuldup the hedges and let in 
the wild-bore. Thus alfo he dealt by the unprofitable lei vant: he took away his 
talent, -and turned him over to the tormcntcur. And thus he deales by diverfe 
, now adayes,in whom it is no hard matter to obfervea waine and decay of their 
1 gift:, and abilities, upon their difiifc, or mifufe thereof. How many have we that 
arc wofully fallen from the affedions of prayer they were wont to find and ex- 
picfle? how many idle and therefore evil miuifters, rcjedlcd by God, and laid 
a fide, as fo many broken velfcls: whiles he caufeth the night to ceme upon their 
divination , puts out their right eyes and dryrs up theirright armes Z ach. it. 17? 
till at length they may fay with Zedeklah, Whcndidthc fpirit depart from me? 
jyoc to me , for 1 am Jpoiled ler. 4. 13. And in very deed what fliould a Prince do 
but take away a fword from a rebel ? what fliould a mother do, but fnatch away 
the meat from the child that marrs it ? And what can God do Idle then take away 
Hof.2. $,o. his corn, wine and wooll/rom thofe that not only own him to it,but go after other 

fweet-hearts with it ? 

yea 1 bavecurfed them already] fora pledge of more malediction. Tor as in 
, bkflings, every former is a pledge ofa future: fo in curfcs. As one doudfol- 
iJowes another till the Sun dilperle them: fo doth one. curfe fuccecd another till 
Repentance remove them. Nofoonerdoth that rain-bow appear incur hearts, 
but God remembring his covenant, clears up our coafts, andlifeeth up the light of 
his countenance upon us. Take the bark from the tree, and the fap can never find 
its way to the branches. Take fin from the foule, and God will loon be reconci¬ 


led. But if ye walkjcontirary unto me, I will punijh youyet feven times more, and 

lev 2*. feven times, md feven to that ; till I have dallied you in pieces : as Dagon, never 
left falling before the Ark till his neck was broke. Sin doth asnatuially draw 
and fuckcurfestoit,astheLoadflonedothiron, or Turpentine, fire. The Chal- 
ldem npetit dee and the Vulgar make thefe words but a repetition of the former : for they 
&in(ulcatj vca( ^ the Text thus : I will curfe your ble/frngs , and 1 will curfe them : to intimate 
l.apidt, his peremptorineflein the thing, and that he was unchangably ialolved upon it. 

Now when God will do a thing, who fhall hinder it ? Nature may be reliftedaud 
hindred in its courfe j as when the fire burnt not the three worthies, when the 
Sun flood ftill in heaven, yea went backward. Men and devils thoughnever fo 
potent may want of their will, and be eroded in their defignes and defircs. But 
if God will have this or that to be done, tiler's no gair.-ftanding him. If he have 
a mind to blefle his people, they fha.ll be bleflcd. If he will have pitfy for his 
own names fake, which thehoufe of Ifrael had prophaned E-ztks 36- If he 


Will come in with his Non-obft ante, Nevertheleffe he faved them &c. and dealt "-~ 

with his fervants not according to his ordinary rule, but according to his prero 
gative, who fhall contradift him? In like fort, if he will redouble hisftrokes 
upon his enemies, and not only carle them, but curfe them bitterly , as the Angel 
did Meroz,, who can hinder or ob/eeft againft his proceeding in that behalf? Hia ^ s 
judgements are fometimes fecret, but alwayes juft ; andifheoacefay I will curfe 
‘ yea that I Will, there is as little hope of altering him, as there was of Pilate, when 
he had once pronounced, what 1 have written, I have written , It fhall furelv 
! Hand. y 

becaufeye do not lay it to heart] Ashe had repeated their curfe, fo he doth here 
their fin • inflandng in that branch of ic that moft offended him: and that was 
their ftupidicy and icnfelefneffe cither of their fin, or danger. This is a God- 
provoking evill, oft complain'd of, but efpecially when itproceeds from prefump- 
tion, asZ)^. 2 9 . lp - Efayzz. 12, 13, 14. £«*. 24. 13. The Lord cannot 
fatisfiehimfelfin threatening fuch: as if the very naming of it had enraged his 
jealoufie: neither is he more abfolutc in threatening, then he will be relolutc in 
punilhing. 

Vrr/e 3. Behold, I Will corrupt your feed] And fo mar your hopes of an harveft -1 
' Will bring famine upon you, that fore judgement, worfc then thac of the fword, 
which yet is the flaughtcr-houfe of mankind, and the very hell of this prefent 
world. By thi^fcourge God will tame his prodigals, and ftarve their bodies • 
who by the contempt of his ordinances ftarve their own foules. Either by immo- H *frT. 4 * 
derate drought God can caufe a famine, Joel 1. 1 o. Or by immoderate moifture 
Verfe if. The feed rotting under the clods &c. to revenge the quarrel of bis cove¬ 
nant. Ifrael was plagued with famine for breaking their faith with the Gibeo- 2 Sam 2I » 

: nites. What may they exped that keep not touch with God ? David knew that 

the naturall caufe of that famine was drought: tut he enquired (though twerc 
long firft ) after the fupewaturall. As Jacob enquired who flood on the top’ of the Gen 
ladder and fent the Angels to and fro? fo muft wc in cafe of publike calamities, ’ 
afeend, to the top of them, and fee who fends them, and what is the caufe of 
them, thatwemaycaft the traitours head over the wall, and he may return and 
repent and leave a bleffing behind him. For till then, we may look chat he fhould 
cutoff our provifionand viftaalls, as wife Princes life to do from their rebels 
whom they have gotten up into a walled town. 

and /pread dung upon your faces'] caft contempt upon you, and cover you with 
confiifion: make you to ftink above ground, fothac men Ihall ftiun and abhorr 
your company. This is another fruit of fin, and piece of the curie: and many 
wicked men are more afraid of ic, then of the fin that caufeth it: as Chare as in 
Terence not afhamed to deflour a virgin, was yet alhamed to be feen In an Eu¬ 
nuchs habit the figne of that fin. True it is, that the beft may have dung caft into 
their faces, as St. Paul and his precious companions had 1 Cor. 4. 13. we are 
faith he, the filth of the world , and the of scouring of all things. The later word 
fignifieth the dung-cart that goes thorough the city, into which every one brings 
and cafts his filth : to note, that every foole had fome filth to caft upon thofe 
Worthies of whom the world was not worthy. And truely all publike parfons 
that are faithfull to their truft, had need carry a fpare handkerchief to wipe off dirt i 
and drivell: which yet many times will hardly flick, as dirt will not upon marble, 
though it will upon a mud-wall. The wife fhall inherit glory : when (bame (hall be J 

the promotion of fooles Pro ♦ 3. 35. A fair promotion: but good enough for them, 
unleffe they were better. If the precious font of Zion comparable to fine gold\ be at * 

anytime efieemed as earthen pitchers as Lam . 4. 2. or trodden in the dirt *by the 
fat buls of Bafan, God will in due time make all his that have laine fcllied aud 
flurred among the pots, to become as the wings of a dove covered with fiver, and 
her feathers with pure gold Pfal. 68. 13. In the mean while, they have the Eage 
°f a good confrieiice, which is better then the worlds Plaudite. But profane and 
profligate perfons with their fpiritualnaftinefleand fuperfiuity of naughtinejfe, ftink 
worfe then thefe citycs of the plaine in the noftrils of God and all good men, 
whiles they live, (according to that. The name of the wicked /ball rot , And again, Pro.io.y.fcy 
He that petvertetb his wayesjkall bo known, ) And when they dye they {ball be 

. carried 
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carried thorough the dung-gate of death, to the town-ditch of utter dcftru&ion. 
At which time, that in lob fhall be verified of them. Though his excellency mount 
Iob*2o.$,7» ^ tQ f i Je fj eavefJJi an d fox head reach unto the clouds, yet hejhall perijh for ever like 

his oVen dung : they which have feett him (in This flourifli) fhall Jay, where is he f. 
Let thofe dehone (lament a Cleri look to this j all idle and evill Mmiftcrs, who as 
unfavoury fait are fit for no place but the dung-hill, even to be buried in a dung¬ 
hill, as Bifhop Conner 'was, and ( mean-while) to be trodden under loot, 
which is a thing not only calamitous, but extremely ignominious. Mat. 


even the dung of your folcmnefeafts 1 s. e. for the iniquity of your moft folemn 
fcrvices, which you have flubber’d over and made to ftink, I will make you alio 
abjed and abominable: as the dung of facrifices offered in great number on fefti- 
vall dayes, was carried into fome by-corner, and let out of fight. And here it is 
remarkable that God callcth the folemn feafts their Jolemn-feaJis, as if they had 
been none of his: he would not own them. So Jer. 7. 21. in lcorn he calles 
their lacrifices/e/fc, ordinary flelh, fuch as was bought and fold in the ihambles. 
And Hof, 9. 4. he callcth the lame lacrifices,f£r»> bread for their Joule, or for their 
naturall fuftenancc, andiaith it fhall not come into his houfe. And yet he {peaks 
there of that meat-offering Lev. 2. 5. appointed by God himlelf for a fpirituall 
ufe, which is neverthelcffe called the bread for their life , or livelyhood : becaufe 
God efteemed it no other then common meat. In alike lenfe it was, that after 
the people of Ifrael had fet up the golden calf, God would own them no longer, 
but fathers them upon Mofes : Behold thy people, faith He to Mofes , whom thou 
broughteft out of Egypt &c. Exod. 3 2. 7. David alfo, when he had f^pned in 
numbring the people, was counted and called but plain David, Go and fay to Da¬ 
vid &c.. 2 Sam. 24. 12. whereas before that, when he purpofed to build the 
2 Sam. 7. Lord a Temple &c. then it was, Go tell my fervant David &c. The Saints them- 
felves, when they fin againft God, are in a fort fulpended from the covenant, v 
Therefore it is ufuall with them, when they feck the Lord for any fpecialf mercy, 
to begin with humbling themfclves, and taking pains with their own hearts, as Da¬ 
vid, Daniel, Ex,ra > &c. 

Verfc. 4. An dye fhall know that / have fent &c 7 \ That is, ye fhall know by wofull 
experience .• your punifhment fhall advertife you the curfe appendent to the cora- 
mandement fhall teach you as Gideon taught the men of Succorh fc . with thorns and 
and briers of the wilderneffe, Jud.%.16. and as David caught the children of Am¬ 
mon better behaviour, by making them paffe thorough the brick-kilne, 2 Sam. 12.31 
, and as the Phrygians wax not wife, unleffe they be beaten to it, when Gods i ttdg- 
JU g.3.20. ments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn rtghteoufnejfe Ifai.zC.y. 

Smart makes wit, and vexation giveth underftanding. Ehuds ponyard was amef- 
fage from God ; who as he is faid to hold his peace when he puniflieth not Pfd. 
50.21. Efay 42.14. fo to preach and teach when he doth Ej'ay 28. 19. his fcourges 
are mens fchool-mafters 'hJdcxatot afu&ot y Onc calls them,Gods free-fchool-mafters,) 

, curftand crabbed enough, but fuch as whereby he openeth mens ears to difcipbne, and 
Job 3$. 8,9, commandeth them to return from iniquity : Then helheweth them their norland their 
tranfgrejfions that they have exceeded, that they have flighted the commandement 
which he had fent them, and that now he would plead with them another .way, 
fc. with patience , and with blood, E^ej^.38. 22. and fo would caufe them to pane 
under- the rod , that thereby he might bring them into the bond of the covenant, purging 
, out the rebels, and them that tranfgrcfs, £5^4.20.37, 3 8- God (hould have no tribute 
from men (as thofe Malignantsfuggefted againft the returned captives, Ezra 4« 1 3t 
if he did not make them know his breach ofpromife Num. 14. 34. if he did not 
break covenant with them that firft play falfe with him, and keep no condition 
on their part required. See 2 Chron.i^.z. and when choii art making a covenant 
with fin, fay to thy foul, as Boaz, faid to his kinfman %uth ^..4. At what time thou 
buyejb it, thorn muft have T. uth with it. If thou wilt have the plcafure of fin, the 
wages ofwickedneffe, thou muft alfo have the. curfe &c. and let thy foul anlwer 
as he there doth, No, I may not do it, I fhall mar and fpoil abetter inheritance. 
Polantts and others diflike the reading of this text in the future tenfe ye jhall know 
that I hauefent this commandment, and tell us that the fcope of the Prophecy re¬ 
quires. 


^ HAP - Z -_ the Tr ophecie of Mai achy. 

quitvs, that it be read 1.1 che prcfenc tenlc thus, Nam cuts, Foryedo bm/th*r /~Z ~1 - 

h.iTcjint <y c. Uu know your dignity and duty as Priefts ; and vet ve wilfnllv 

trofie yqur own knowledge and coSlJncc. Knowledge is aSe ^ "f' . 

the ,gnf talent ot all Other: there is a (much;fcc upon it, W.12.48 there is 

a fpeciai urpifinm in it, as die word there ufed imported!. To know heavenly 

dungs is to .feend into heaven faith Agarkov. 30.4. liutasthe devil (that know- 

mg creature,that hath his name in Greek from the largneffe of his objective know- « AU,, 

ledge, was once an Angel of light till he fell from his dignity, Jud.6. fo thofe that ^ uafi 

corrupt toemfclves in th«r they know Jude 10. that impnfon the Inyhc they have 

, ; as a prophet from God) in uunghteoufiejfe ■. that know the commandment font 

horn Go_, as here, and yet after that they have known the way of righteoufneffe 

do tnrnfromrheholycommandementdelivered.un^ them , the latter end will be word 

\»rh thoje men then toe beginning 2 Pet. 2.20,21. they have but.afpired CO an hioher . 

pitch that their fall might be the more defperate- Neronis illud,.Qumns aruffv 

pirco quadrabt t.m teperuum W perrinrum latch One. Thou doeft but carrv llri dt 

letters about thee to chine own utter deftrudion. Thou maid go to hell with much ' 

knowledge in thy head : as a bull with a coronet and garland goes t > the flaughcer. 

Thoumayeft alfo , for this one fault meet with tin hell aforehand in chine own 
confcience, as Spiradid ; crying out to thofe about him, to learn of him to take heed- 
of fevering knowledge and prartife. Whatelfe was it that brought fuch ioirino 
and troubles both inward and outward on thofe Efay 59.1,, 12. and chat when faU 
yation was looked for ? Our iniquities fay they, te/Hjie to our faces, and we k>>ow * 
thm. All fins offend confcience: but fins againft knowledge waftc and deftrw it 
A dangerous degree, drawing ncer that fin to which facrifice isdenyed. Forks 
againft the law, though againft knowledge, there was an attonement, Leva. 6 1 
to the 8. and he inftanceth in perjury. But to perfecute^he known truth with ma- „ u . 
lice, for this ther s nojacnficc. . cu ma Heb.19 

that my covenant might'bcwith LeviLevi did not 'thruft himfelf into the Prieft- 
Iiood: but was taken by God into fpeciai covenant. See Num. 8.13,14. 1 Sam 
2.28. J/eb.5 . 4 . No man taketh this honour unto himfelf, but he that iscaljedof God 
as was Avon. Or if he do he fhall finoke and fmart for it, as Saul, V^idh 

T 1°, !? an m u 8ht , C ° me r U , nGalled t0 the Kin S Pain of 

eath . much leffe to the King of heaven, as Kore and his complices, whom God 
hath hanged up in^ibbets, as it were, for example to all bold intruders upon that 
tremend function of che Mimftery. Men out of office are not fent of God there- 1 
fore they may not preach though gifted men Rom. 10.15. with Efay 8. All i 
that are in office to preach areApoftles, Evangelifts, Prophets, Paftours or Tea- 
chcssEj/M-ii- Elders onely my preach lit. 1.5. And the contrary would pre- 

IZX W, le ‘ h ChaC in 5 he Ch f Urch , al! Cliin § S be d0ne > "A* order, 1 Com44. 
ivhich could not beif all were teachcrsx for then there would be no diftinftion of 4 4 

Mmiftcrs and people. But Are, llteachers ? faith the Apoftle 1 Cor.iz ->o And 
he anfwers himfelf. No, but onely thofe whom God did fet, ve-fe 13. li ke as he fee 
a Pj ft ^ °f Levi, to execute the Priefts office: which whiles Cor ih c Dnhm 
and ^Wfoughc to impugne, and level, they went quick into the pic Num. 

Jd.50. Meddle noc cherfore without a calling ■ chat in the day of Gods dilplea- 
fe you may appeal unto him with and. fay, for We I b*vc 1,4Lei 

ortbrHfimmjf'lffor* Pafimr afler ,h": neither have Idefircdrh, wefrUay, ,hm 
inhfXrh hchc ‘ me c,T°I myLffs - And being able fafely Jer.iMfc 
Levi h h,S f rj Cft o b,nde VP°“ lt . th »t 9 odwhois in covenant with alibis 
, ^ s * his faithful Mmifters, will be their fhield and their exceeding great reward \ 
how ever the world deal with them. b b rcwara » \ 

Krfe^ My covenant was with him of life ahdpcaccl Now Gods covenant f fifth 
anexpofitour here) is of four forts. ^ x 

1. General made with all creatures Gen 9.2. 

2. With the Church in general Gen. 1 7. 

3 - With theChurch ofche Eleft ^r.31,33. 

4. With fome particulars of fome fpeciai graces, as here with Levi, of life and 
poace. So then to mmifters (above others) hath the Lord bound himfelf bv fpe- 
cul covenant to be their mighty Proceftour, and rewarder: to gyve them life and 

peace. 
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peace 1 thati», longlife and profperous. See Nnm. 25.12,15. Life of it felt, though 
peftcrcd with many mi lories, isafweec mercy, and highly to be prized.’ Better 
is a living dog then a dead lion Ecchf.ty.^. -And Why is the living man forroxvfu /, a vi m 
for the pttnijhmeiu of his fins' LaruA.yj. As who fhould fay, let a man lufFer ne¬ 
ver fo much, yet if"lie be fuffered to live, he hath cauie to be contented. It is the 
Lords mercy be is not .confirmed. Y\ hen lUrttc fought great things for himfelf, Jere¬ 
my tels him he may be glad (in thole dear years of life, when the arrows of death 
came fo thick whisking by him ) that he had his life for a prey, j.xob took more 
comfort of his Ion JoJephsYitc, then of his honour, fofeph ts yet dive &c.Omsvi- 
turn non vnh ? faith Attftin, who is it that deiires not life? When David moveth 
the queltion, what man is he that deiireth life, and loveth many dayes, that he 
may fee good? Auftm brings in every man anfwering 1 do, and I do. Longlife 
■ and happy dayes k every mans defire. Jf God give thel'e blcJlings to thole that 
are gracelefle, it is by venue of a providence onely, and not of apronnfe, and 
that’s nothing lo comfortable- life in Gods difpleaiiire is worfe then death, laid 
that Martyr, if wicked men livelong, it is that they may make up the meafure of 
their fins ; and by heaping up fin, increafe their torment. If godly men die loon, 
God taketh them away horn the evil to come.• as when there is a fire in an houfe 
or town, men fccurc their Jewels.- And though they fall in wars, yet they die m 
pc.icc, as good Jofi.ih did : who alio tnbrevi viufpjcio tcmporavirauum rJultare- 
plcvn, lived quickly, lived apace, lived long in a little time. For life confillsin acTi- 
, o nEfay 38.15,16. The Hebrews call running water living water. Now Gods faith¬ 
ful Minifters, if they work hard, and lb wear out thcmfolvcs to do good toothers, 
(as a lamp wafteth it felf to give light, or as that herb mentioned by Phr.y , that 
I cures the patient but rots the hand that adminifireth it) if like clouds they fweat 
' themfelvcs to death to biding fouls to God, yet (hall. they be furc.to finde it a blef- ' 
r fed way of dying: they {hall mprt vital 1 ter die to live for ever. God will not fend 
, any of his to bed , till they have done their work. The two witnefles could not be 
{lain, till their teflimony was finifhed. No malice of man can antedate their ends 
a minute. • The dayes of mourning far my father will come laid Fidn, and then Jltfil 
my brother Jacob, Gen.ij. 41 . Here F.fin, that rough reprobate, threataietli his la¬ 
ther alfo, as Luther coneciveth. For it is as if he fiiould have faid, 1 will be aven¬ 
ged by being the death of my brothertiiough it be to the breaking of mv fathers 
heart. But what’s the proverb? Threatened fAbJ™ Lstgifo r even*, 7 .W who died 
foonefl:, lived above forty yeers beyond this. A fy times arc m 1 hr hands faith D+ 
vid t and that s a fafe hand • And ble/Ted be.God that Chrift liv'eth and reigned, 
altoqut tot ns dejperajfem, or elle I had been in ill cafe, laid Micemusx na letter 
of his to Calvin. Mintfrersar cflars m thrifts right hand, audit will be hard pul¬ 
ling them thence; They nmft carry their lives in their hands, and be ready to 
lay them down, when it may be for the glory of their Matter.- but they (hall be 
fure not to dye (whether by a natural or by a* violent death) till the belt time; not 
, till that time when, if they were but rightly informed, they would defire todic. 
But whether their death be a barm-offering (of MartyrdomeJ or a peace-offering 
(whether they die in their beds as E/ifha, or be carried to heaven in a fiery chariot 
Ilf eC lC oe^Lfree-will-ofermg^ and then it fhall be a fweet facrificeto him 
who hath covenant ej with them for life .wdpeace. They fiiall by death, as by a 

door of hope, enter into peace , they {hall roll in their beds, yea, in Abrahams bofomc: 
and as the fleep of the labouring man tsfweet unto him t whether he eat Hale or much: 
lo heaven fliall be fo much the more heaven to fuch as have here had their purgato¬ 
ry. Mark the upright man, faith holy -David, and behold the juft, for (bow 
troublelome foever his beginning and middle is) the-end of that man h 
peace. . J 

and / gave them to Lm I Here’s the performance of Gods 'covenant *0 Levi 
and faispoftcnty. Cod' doth not pay his promifes with fair words onely, as Scrto- 
ruuis laid to do : Neither is he like Antigontss (ignominioufly lo called , be- 

caufe ) forward in promtttng, flack ih performing. But as he hath hitherto kept 
promife with nights and dayes, Jer. 33.20,25. that one Ihould fucceed the 0- 
ther, fo much more doth he keep promife with his people : for as his love moved 
him to promife , fo his truth bindeth him to perform. See both tlicfe together, 

2 Saw. 


2 Chron. 34. 
28. 

fliersn. 


Elay 56.2 
EccleCs:f2< 


2 Sum. 18,21. For thy words fake, and according to thine own heart haft thou done ail 
their things. According to thine own heart , that is, of thine own meer motion; out 
of pure and unexcited love thou didfb give thy word and promife-: and for thy 
words Jake haft chon performed it. There was nothing in oAaron or his feed that 
God fhould make his fpecial covenant with him of hfe and peace. Ffis rod was as 
dry and dead as any of the reft, til God made it to blofTom. But when GW had once 
palled his promife, and fo made himfelf a voluntary debtor, he failed not to per- 
lorm it to him and his. Aaron himfelf Jived one hundred & three years fPhmeas three 
hundred, as it is thought, and as fome Chronologers do obferve. Jofhu.t the fon of 
Jofcdech lived (according to Hclvictts) 11 o years in the office of the high-prieft- 
hoodv 

To thefc and others was exprcfly fulfilled a Covenant of life and peace : and 

would have been ready to have performed it to thefc to whom Malachy pro- 
phccieih, had not themfelves hindred. For they like men ( or like Adam ) tranf- 
grejjed the covenant : Or (as Junius and Tremtllius read it) not tanquam homines, Hof.£.7 
» but tanquam homrnis , they made no more of breaking it, then if they had had to 
do with tkiffi and aflies like themfelves,and not with the great GW. Remember them, Nc h.,2 I<9 
0 my God , laith good Nchemiah concerning rhefe covenant-breakers, becaufe 
they have defiled the prteft-hood , and the covenant of the Prteft-hood and of the 
Leviies. 

for the fear wherewith he feared ;;;r,&c.]that is,the good prieflsdid fo,the bad did 
otherwise : but GW reckons of men by their righteoulnefie. and this’was the re- 
ftipulation, or the condition on thepriefls part performed : for in a covenant both 
parties undertake to do fomewhat- As in the general covenant of grace , GW 
promifech to be the G<d of his people , that is, an univcrfil good , All fufficienr,fa- 
tisfaftory, and every way proportionable and fitting to their fouls. And they (’in¬ 
terchangeably) promife to be bis people • t that is, to bellow themfelves wholly up¬ 
on him with highefl efiimation, moll vigorous affedions, and utmoll endeavours, 
giving up their names and hearts to the profellion of his truth. So that when he 
eryes out, Who is on my fide ? Who? onefayes , I am the Lords: another calls EfjV44 
hin.felj by then me of Jacob : another fnbfcrtbcs. See. Senffilably in this particular 
covenant with the tribe of Levi, God prom i fed tliem life and peace; and they 
allured him of fear and humility. Fear is an afiedion of the foul flirinkin« in it 
felf from fome imminent evil. Hereof there arc three forts, natural, carnal and fpi- 
rirual. 

The firft isnot to bedifliked, if it donopdegenerateinro the fccond. The next 
is a bafe fear of the creature more then of the Creator, who is God blelTed for ever. 

The third is nothing die but an awful refped to the Divine Majefty. Spiritual fear 
wc called it in refped, * 

1. Of the Author of it, Gods holy Spirit, called therefore , A Spin: of know¬ 
ledge, and of 1 he fear of the Lord . 

2. Of the objedofit, The Fat her of Spirits, who is therefore, by an Appel¬ 
lative proper, called Fe.vjPf.-} 6 . 11. 

.3. Of the died, which is to fpiritnalize both us and our ferviccs: and was 
therefore fitly vowed to God by thofeof the (pint*:,tiny that Hood before him 
continually, and were to be exad in their whole deportment, at their peril: God is 
of purer eyes then to behold evil. IFe cannot lookjm iniquity in any, Hab. 1.13. 

■Mofcsand Aaron among his prlefts , and Samuel among them that call upon his 
name .- T hey called upon the Lord, and he anfwercd them: hs forgave their iniquities: 
horobeit he tookycngeance of their inventions . Pfd. po. 8. He met Mofcs in thelnne 
and had much ado to forbear killing him EvW.4.44. And for Aarcxj when,(to¬ 
gether with Miriam) he murmured again ft Mofcs , and Mri m was thereupon Atdr 
Imitten with Icprofie,^™* was fpared, not fo much for the honour of the Prieft- dme eH-tan* 
hood (as Chryfoflom gives the reafon, but becaufe of the fesre wherewith he r ° lin - 
feared the Lord , and his humiliation that followed upon that fear. clnfie-vebmr 

for he was afraid before Gods name'] Or, as others better render this text, Prop- i-n&axdv 
ter nomen meant hunvliatus e ft. He was amazed, aff righted , humbled becaufe of t»j Mar. 14.7 2. 
name, he withdrew himfelf (fo fome render it) ortbew himfelf out of doores, as Pe- 
to’did into alone place where he might fovvee himfelfin the fait tears of godly 
H h li forrow 
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forrow'. Or, he fbrun'^ and Jhrivcld up, and fo Certified the trouble of his mind 
bv the horror of his body. Horripilatus eft, his heart fell down, his hair ftood 
upright. See Pfal. 119. S 3 > & I2 °- His humiliation was deep, and down-right, 
foaking and fowring his heart, Pfal. 73. at. The word here ufed ispaiiivc, but 
Levi his humiliation was adive : he was not humbled onely, but humble ; low, but 
lowly: he knew that no facrifice could be accepted, but that which was jaid on the 
low altar of a contrite heart, which fan&ifies the facrifice. 

Vcrfe 6. The law of truth was in his mouth] Hitherto hath been fet forth what the 
Priefts of old were for their own particular, and as private perfons : they were net 
hi«h-minded but feared God. Now as Pulpit-men and publike Teachers, they have 
here a four-fold commendation.And firft,that Truth was their ftudy and trade; they 
were expert in it, and had an excellent faculty in communicating their conceptions 
of it to others ; fo chac if they did but open their mouthes almoft, it was a fcimon: 
they had a ready and eafie way of difeourfe, an holy volubility and dexterity of 
delivering themfelves to the benefit of others: as the law of God was in their 
hearts, fo their mouthes fpake wifdome, and their tongues talked of judgement, 
pitil. 37. JO, 3 I. Out of the good treafare of their hearts they could throw forth 
at pleafure good things , for the edification of others: yea, like full clouds, they 
willingly diftilled, and like full paps they were in pain till eaied of their milk. Nei- 
' ther niedled they oncly with rooclilcfTe truths, left themfelves fhould be left tooth- 
leffc ( as One faid, Truth is a good miftre-ffe, but he that followed! her tooclofc 
at heels, {hall hav.e his teeth ftruck out) as Bit lac bad Balaam neither cur ft nor 
Olejfe at all- and as the Papifts were wont to fay. Miff a non wordet, the Ma/Tebi- 
teth no man: But they held, that truth muft be fpoken however it be taken: and 
tick 12 10 abhorred to be looked upon as the devils dm-dawbers , and upholftcrs , to dawb 
with untempered morter, or tofowe pillows under their elbowes. They alfeded 
rather to befiiled ( as slrrianus the Hiflorian was ) Lovers of Truth, 

TJilihnwr p i ; »in-dealers: and,as it is reported of Suetonius, they took the fame liberty to cry 
1 n>!>■.’- ^ 0?;n f inne ^ t hat men did to commit it. Elian telK us that the Higl.-jrieft among 

'ytTipft lixe- the Egyptians wore about his neck a Saphir-ftone, which was called A^cat, Truth . 
unit. 'pbjs was but an apifh imitation of Aarons Vrim and Thtimmwf. e. light of truth, 

Ln. ah hi ft. an d integrity of lift.;. Adercurits Priefts were wont to feed upon figs, and then to 
Kxod.28.30 ^ yWKttA » dxnSc-ta., Truth is fwcet. It is fo indeed to thofe that have their ftnfes 

Heb.5.ulc. ixerciftd to diftem good and evil. But ir.ofl: men cannot br<?ok dow n- right truths 
the hearing of ic galls them, as they write of fome creatures , that they have fcl 
in aure, their gall in their ears. Hence Truth breeds hatred, and plain-dealing is 
generally difgufted : it is bitter in the ftomacks of thofe that hear it, though lweec 
in the mouth of thofe that utter it, Rev. 10.9. Mkaiah would not budge, or be 
bafe in bis errand to A hah, though he were fure to kific the flocks for his flout nolle. 
A^artah the high-Prieft withftood king Vvedah to his face, arid put him out of the 
Temple. Which whiles 'Uriah did not, but wickedly complied with idolatrous A- 
haz., in making and fettinp, up the altar of Damafcus, 2 King. 16. n, 16. he is 
- a branded with a black-cole for a court-paralite, and fhali be infamous to all pofle- 
S?Ncniil rity. His contemporary Efay was of another fpirit, and fulfilled after God. ( as it 
2 4* is faid of Caleb ) He kept the /;iVV cf truth tn his mouth, and rolled it as fugar under 
his tongue, though he fuffered for it. for ( as Hicrom tells us) he was fawn afunder 
,by his wicked countreymen, for two caufcs. Firft, becaufe lie faid hehadfeen the 
JLord. Secondly, becaufe he called the great Ones of Judah, Princes of Sodom, 
flier, in Ifa.i.\and Rulers of Gomorrah, Quintilian faith of Tefitxjian the Emperour, that he was 
tx R<ibbia. patientiftimus veri, very patient of truth, though ic never fo much couched him. 

But not many fuch to be met with. Afa though otherwise a good Prince, yet fell 
out grievoufly with Gods Prophet,for his plain-dealing,and layed him by the heels. 
Queen Elizabeth dealt little better with a Bifhop that had in a zealous Sermon ad- 
The NewUn- monifhedherto think on her laft end, by reafon of her great age, which few Prin¬ 
ters cure by ces had attained unto, and of the CTymaftericall year of her life, which happened 
Sr.Wil Vtattb. aC thattime. The Bifhop had the Queens Apage, butGoJsif^e. Andfofball 
all Truths-Chaplains have, however the world entertain them. Wifdome fhali be 
, a ^ juftifed of her children, and God will fee to their fafety, modo audeant qua^entiunt, 
‘ fo they fhew men all the counfel of God, and /y ep bnch^ nothing, that they have in 
charge to deliver. 
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word of God deedtfuily, ° or Vraudulenrij^ worked dfdfc*' 

11. 13. Neitherchdhe broach errours and writhfromthp r ; 0 u r c . .A 
refpefts, fcttinghisdiall by that Sunn; 1 Theff. 2. 3 But heinucJ^ f< a f 
cuiine, difmgagcd, and noble fpirit, that hath received the truthfn rhP u° ft T- 
he will not be drawn to falfity or faulter, to huckfte the woTd or Sn J. " 6 ° f T ? , 
tily and covctoufly : but as\f fincerit}, but \ ofGodTtte 
Without mixture of errours, or humane inventions I pi- pk, -c c ? d &C ' 
foules with their leaven of falfe doftrinc. Let thofe Inhabitamfof 
they are called Rev. 12. 12. ) 

ilhTcncnts which rather bring barrenneflc to their hearers^ U ^* e d,brack- 

els, then cither quench thirftforyeeld goodfruit: HctSt fetes GnH^ b ° W_ 
poor foules made prize of by Scdariesand Reducers- and U ■ ^ D ^ ca "P^ c y 

-sassairrisrffi s£aKaa*»?«**>! 

*&•***,-S+yJut**, HowasifkSd rot na!l fdTZ 

obferved my law in every point and part thereof ‘An n au and 
necefTary qualification in a minifter, that he not only talk If and i 

him, and that not loo% and at’all 

pattern of the rule, asatranfcriptofhisown fermon, ne verba, faff it A (l ^ 

.ra.fctm loft his words blnjh for Want of doeds accordingy: { e vm JiiZt” W 
lum pud efact At,* left he put honefty to an open fliame, 11 Antipater did when 
being vicious he wore a white cloke, the enfigne of innocency: lift his life eiv« 
his lips the lye, as it fared with thofe Phanfees that faid and did Hot Mat If ? 

The foolifh Virgins were found with their Sic dicemes fo fayinc but the faitfifnli 
fervants fhali be found with their Sic facientes fo doing. And when men comp m 
give account, it (hall be enquired Ln quid legerint, fed auidrlcrZ™ » 0 ? au ?t 
dixennt, fed tjuomodt) vixerim, noc what they have taught others/but what they 
have praftifed tnemfelvcs. Origins preaching and living were faid to be both 
one. Quodjuftit zrgeffit. So did Mr. Barer, whom hh friends cSlS Xflt " 
c“riS!“ e: n ° rhl ' fOKir,anyp0, " t fiB <*lault with his fingular life and g 

.ndulSbTo 

Z 5 , Z T,Zff°r t r 0WA ' h “ rt t0 fuch P‘““- whoro hc W t ako?^, f r:/ 
tid b' 1 1 ^ 

h T&'sFt* fciJK Mimftc a r fh« LSurs 

n ° n fliall have no lefTe reward, then if hehadore- 

rh ? Cir COnvcrfion * Somc § ood divines think he (hall have more then 
thofethatdo convert; becaufe they have fr^ium a«,e rr^ thTwhich . 

ment CnC WHfmi hCI p ? WOrk : but he dods his uwn °ft amidft all difeourage- 

*o;»hft'ir ( ta F Pymanthat hath “y hmi “ turning men from iniquev 
, fthfer P / efcnt ' appear no '- Th = new birth offome is like the b“«h 
I ot the Elephant, fourctcen years after the feed iniefted into the womb. And 

The MWfh'u' s finH b 13 n0t feld ?, me verified, 0«e f.VMt, and Another rtopeth. 

G ? “T 16 t0 K h j r pCO P Ie l1 > t0 his bofom : and the Weapons of Ioh * 4- 37. 

^ZZZltont G ir C ^ 4 ' Surely^, heroiJfonoZldZ 
Imp, from hewn &c. Zfaj jj. to i, And as the rain from heaven 

H h h a hath 
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hath a fatnelTe with it, and afpeciall influence more then {landing water; fo hath 
preaching more then reading. Howbeic there may be fruit and yet invifi- 
ble, as in Elias his time. And that which doth not yet appear, may hereafter,when 
the day of vifitation comes. SeeM 33. 14. &c. God may have much people in 
the city ,and Patti, for the prefenr, not know fo much. A mafter doth not ufe to 
fttup a light, but there is fome work to be done by it: and fcldomedoth he fend 
his fervants afield with their fiths, to mow thiftles only. Let Gods faithful! 
witnefles prophefie out their 1260. dayes .• bending themfeives to chat office un- 
ceflantly, being infant infeafon, and out of feajon, and turning themfeives, as it 
were, into all fhapes and fafhions, both of fpeech, and of fpirit, t6 turn people 
from iniquity: and then Godwin be with the good, as chat Prophet fpeaks in ano¬ 
ther cafe. The fruit of the righteous is a treeof life : and he that winneth fouls. , i, 
wife Prov. 11. 30. Say he cannot win as he would, but labour all night and take 
nothing, yet he fhall be paid for his paines: as the Phyfitian is, though the pati- 
entdye. Cur am experts, non curationem , faith Bern, (t is the care, not the cure 
of your charge that is charged upon you. You may fpcak perfwafively, but it is 
God only that can perfieade Japhet to dwell in the tents of Sent. Paul may plant 
fire, but God only giveth the increafe. You fhall be held wife, and fliinc asftarr; 
in heaven, whether you win foules or not. As there are diverfty of rifts, jo of 
operations 1 Cq%. 12. 6 . and the Holy Ghoft may and doth work when and how 
hepleafeth : but ufually he delights to honour thofe of inoft finccrity, with moft 
fuccefleas 1 Cor. 15.10. 

Verfe 7. For the Priefis lipt (bould keep knowledge-} How elfc fhould he be in¬ 
fant in lip-feeding ? how fhould his lips prefent it, unleflc they preftrve it f How 
fhould he wife others , unlefTe he be wile himfelf ? The P.opc brags of an infalibilli- 
ty, and pleads this Text for it: avouching, that he knowes all things knowable 
and hath all wifdonje and skill loekt up in ferinio ptttoris, in the cabinet of his breaft! 
But what will they fay of fundry pf their Popes that have been ms^ifeft hereticks ? 
John the 23. was accufed in the Councell of Conllance, for denying the Reforreai- 
on of the body, and evcrlafting life. And of all their Popes we may faRlyfayas 
theYenetianEmbaffadersdid: when the Pope laid his band upon his breaft and 
faid, Htcefi Arc* Noe, Lo here is Tsjoahs Ark (meaning that he was the Church 
vtrtu*ll),&na was enrtched in aU knowledge and in all utterance ) One of them pre¬ 
sently replyed, that in Noahs Ark there were unclean beafts, as well as clean : and 
fo left him further to apply .The Priefis lips indeed fhould keep know ledge.But ebofe 
of Malachs his times, had forfaken the Wr*y,ntnd caufed many to fumble ver. 8. How 
this was we fhall fee when wc come to it. Meane-whiie, we maytake notice that 
non librofacer dot is, fed labro,non codice)fed corde, confer vat nr /dentin : knowledge 
fhould be kept,not in the Priefis book,but in his bofom, as a ftorehoufe: neither 
lhould it lyc low or long there,but fit upon his lips, that all may have benefit by it. 
For Che m*nifefiation of the fpirit is given to pro ft Writ ball, 1 Cor. 127. And it was 
death for the Priefl to enter into the fanftuary without his golden bells about him, 
that be might be heard by all. A minifler muft be both able and*/* to teach. 
Predtcationis officium fufeipit tjuifejuis ad faeerdotium accedit faith Gregory. 
Hees nommtfter, that's no preacher. Nor can he be a Preacher, thacisnotflo- 
red with knowledge of Gods fvili, and peoples duty. SeeA^t. 13. w iththc 

Note. Walter fumamed M a/clerk, was furely no fit man to be Bilhop of Carltle ; 

. corrupt meanes Anno. Dam. 1223. the biindleadrhe 

blind both will faU into the ditch Mat. 15. 14. but the blind guides will lye 
lowcrmoft, and have the worft of it. Varro complained of the Roman priefis, that 
they were ignorant of many things about their own rites and -Religions. Mucins 

Scevola (being their High-Prieft ) derived Pjntifex tfPojfeJc facere. This deri¬ 
vation pleated not Varroib utit intimated that fuch fhould both be able and strive to 
teach the peopleknowledge.lt was a witty obfervation oFa Bifhop whofwas call- 
ed_inni$ time the gulfe of learning ) that Doceo to teach governs two aceiifative 
catcsiaccording to that Efay 28.9. Whom fhall I teach knowledge ? Minified, laitfi 
He,muft have whom to teach,& what to te^ch,w/%.knowledge;and muft therefore 
give attendance to reading, that they may the better to exhortation and deftrine. 
I Ttm.Of, 13 .that they may feed the people with knowledge and underfianding. 
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And they fhould feckjhe law at his mouthy as at an oracle j they fhould depend up- ’ 

on the miniftery, as the people hung upon our^aviours lips, Lal^ig. vLt . as David ' 
went in to thc Samftua^ to berefolved of his doubt Pfal. 73 . though himfelf were ' 
a prophet: aitd as Cornell was appointed by the Angel, to fend:for <3W„ for . 
further information. But what muft men feek at the Mimfters mouth ? The law, D 
the fnccrermlkofGods word, the minde of Chrift , the teftimony of- lefus non nuxtJ ! rV 
&fabulp faith Bernard, not triflesandfables, not ftrong liiws,ind ffeains ofZt 2 Cor.i'. 
but the fimple and plain words of God. Non Oratorumfili) fumusfed r P:fcatomml % b -'deCon, 
faiMimfters are. not to ftudy fo much to pleafe as to profit to : tickle pdtT ' 
mens ears as to work upon their hearts They mnft not fo paint the window ^ 
keep out the light: nor fo put the fword of the fpirit into a velvet feabberd that it 
cannot prick and pierce the hears.- Let them handle, and fet out theLaw asskil- 
folly, and adornedly as they can: Wit ftill remember, that it muft he* difpcnfed fan- 
lie magis quamfate fob de potiusquamflorid'e, with fear and reverence, rather "then ' 
w,th W1C and dalliance. If in King Edward the fourths dayes a citizen in Cheap-fide 
was executed as atra.tour for- faying he would make hisfohhcire.to the crown Speed 
(though he onely meant his own houfe having a crown for the figneWe dangerl 
ous it muft needs be to witwanton it with theMaiefly of God ,Eoejutmur V erb*fcrL t - 
ra, utamur ferine fpiritusfanlli & fi . Let us fpeak/cripture-language, let us ufe the 
fpeech of the holy fpirit, and not go about to qorred the divine wifdom and elo- ( p?r * Kams 
quence withoUr fophiftry and vain-babling. To theears of char which Saint -pf 
ter calls thf htd mM of the heart, theplatn-fong alwayes makes the beffmuficjc- 
heaven door may be opened to it by a key of iron, it cares not for a key of coid 
Afcrmon works not upon the heart as it is thus elegant or admirable, but as well 
fraught with teftimomcsof holy feripture. (that moft powerfulRhetoricke)ibis 
aninftrument of God appointed to fuch an end. Let the people hear.often. This is 
the law, this is ipffimum Dei ver bum, the very word of God j Shew feripture for 
what you deliver, and that will carry it. But ,* MmamaurifiZS^ 
apis, fc verba bortanttsfme authoritate Dei contemnum homines. The Law carrierh 
Majefty irnt.- and if TW/jr durft fay thatthelawof the twelve tables did exceed Lipf!u: ' 
all the Libraries of Philofophers, both in weight of authority, and worth of 
matter, how much rather is this true of the Law of God ? Wherefore as eAUcbnZ 
faid of an ^ra^ours, fo let a mimfters difeourfe, and the Law beunifons.- and let x 

the oeonle ask the »i— tt __ . . ... 


the people askjhe Priefis concerning the law, as they did Haggee 2.11 .and not be like . » > , , 
tidhngs, that will not eat their milk unlefTe it be in a filver-difli • but account ir* 
fingular happincffe to live under thofe lips (how r^foever, a thm lip is afigne S™pZ‘f* 
of eloquence Job. 1 2.20,) which both keep knowledge^ and utter it. S . vo^v. ® 

i°: hs J^tnefenger of the Lord ofHojts[ ] Heb .the Angel (See the Note on Chap. 
J.l.)andfotheSeptuag«nt and Vulgar render it. Hisofficc is as to flan d before- 
Godand praife Him, fo to carry meffages from him to his. people, and to be in 
his ftead 2 ^noweft thou not, (faith Chryfoftom) who P the Minifter is ? 

j He is Gods Angel: he fpeaketh not of himfelf, if thou dcfpifeft, thou defpifeft not 
him, but God that fenthim. And to the fame purpofe Ambrlfe ; The rnlmfteHs- 
Gods Angel to fet forth the kingdom of Chrift and eternal life: mnfpecie tibLfo 
Tnandusfedmunere; he is not therefore to be iudg’d of by his omMibht bvhiv 9 * 
0ffiCg -. Thofe Sodomites that fough, toabufe tie An J,, at2®!”.^ 
'xmptejuffering the vengeance of eternal fire, Iude 7 . Behold, Chrift himfel/hath dandcap. 2. 
allured us that Sodomy it felf is not an heavier fin, nor more feverely punifhed in 0 ' K?t rwi 

^ tWl? ? r abuf i n ^ 0f > Minifter in the faithful? 
uty. We fhould therefore Welcome Rich with trembling,asthe men of Bethlehem 
dtd Stmttel, and as Cornelius did Peer; Co^nefl ,bo» f teM, ? f“d the 
“ “ fuf P!*” g thepnrpofe offorae judgement. are weMee ‘ 

frefent before God ( not onely before thee, faid Cornelius)- to hear ail thinvs that ar« ** 
ymanded thee of God. If Ahab had been like-well-affeded as thefe good^fouls he Aft ‘ 10 ’ 33, 
Would never have asked Eliah that abfurd queftion. Art thou he that tfoj/eth Jfrael> - 
had m 6 ^«°us Prophet done more than what by his office ( as Gods 
Ariafiadour or Meffenger; he was bound to do ? he taxedtheir fin he foretold 
JWilrv^^HV r C de / cr \ ed lt: h< = inflifted it not: yet he fmarts,and they are 

As if fomefond people fhouldiaccufe the Herald, or the trumpet, as the 
Hhh 5 ? caufc 
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caufe of their war : Or as fome ignorant pefant, when he fees his foules bachin ^ 
in his pond, (hould cry out.of them, as the caufes of foulc weather. Saith a Divine 
It is a good thing to ftand in awe of Gods Angels, and with reverence to receive 
their* meflage howfoever diflaftful unto us; confidering they are But mefleegers, 
Verfe 8. But ye are departed .out of the wayj Heb.fom that way, w*. that good 
old way of your progenitours: you are nothing like Lev/, but are wofuliy. dege¬ 
nerated from the praftife of your Predeceffours, and iiave fwerved : from your fa¬ 
thers foot-fteeps: though ye have the fame place, and enjoy the famepriviiedges. 
This is afoul fault and condemned even by the Heathen Sages. Seneca tells us .with 
indignation , that Socrates his fons were more like their mother, a Howard 
woman, then their father .the wifeft of men according to .that, fayv 
ing. Partus fequitur ventrem, the birth follows,the belly. Young Cicero wasfor 
Hemmfili} hisintemperancy, and excefie in drinking fir^iamed Trtcongou. CahguJa, that v 

nose*. raonfter, was the fon of Noble Germanicus. But we have feripture inflances not a 

few. Not to fpeak of €U bis fons, and of Samuels, Solomon degenerates from his 
father David who had carefully taught him better Prov. 4.4. and fo had liis mother 
Proves, ('which one calls Batbfheba's Catechifme, another Lemuels iejfon J lefwaxz 
is taxed for hisnot walking in the wayes of his father Itbojhapbat , and hisGrand- 
father Afa, as if there had been, no intervention of an Hezekiah. Jonathan the [on 
of Ger fhom the fon of Manajfeh that Idolatrous Prieft mentioned Ltd. 1.8.30. is 
Bumf. thou g hc t0 havc been the grandfon of Mofes : fo the Hebrews tell us : and that 
therefore the Nun in Manajfeh is fufpended abovethe reft of the letters. Certain 
1 it is that Nabdthz fool was of the .line .of faithful Caleb 1 Sam. 25.3. to teach us, 
that vertue is not, as lands inheritable. All that is traduced with the feed is. .either 
evil, or not good. Grace is by gift, apd not by defeent. Hence that prayer of 
Davids courtiers 1 King 1.47. God make die •name of. Salomons better then {thy 
name. Agreeable whercunto is Hc&ors prayer in, Homer far his fon — wwt^V’ 

{ tyvrovJ yaptivov I wi(h he may be a better man then his fathcr.And that of Juvenal, 

Malo pater tibi fit Therfites, dummodo tu fts . 

tASacida fimiliSy Vulcaniaq- arma capcffas, 

Qttam te Therfita ftmilem producat Achilles. 

ye have caufed many to ftumble at the law] Which is a very dangerous thing: like 
as it is to (tumble on abridge: A bridge is made to give qsa lafe paflage over a 
dangerous river : but he who Humbles on the bridge is innofmall danger to fall 
into the river. The word is given as a means to cary us over hell unto heaven: 
But he who Humbles at this means (as by fnuffngat it Mai. 1 .13. chatting againH it 
and contefting with it, as oft in this prophecy, caHing reproaches upon if, Jer.i 0, 

8-,9. gathering odious confequences from it, %o M . 3. 8. &c.) (hall fall in thither, 
from whence otherwife he had been delivered by it. This mifehief many fell into, 
in Afalachi his dayes, by the means of thofe ungodly Prieftswho either taught 
diem not better, or otherwife drew them into (infill courfcs by their corrupt glofles, 
ot leud praCtifcs. Evil examples of miniHcrs have a Hrong influence upon their 
people .* and the fins of Teachers are the teachers of fins: The leaders of this people 
have made them toerreEfay 9. Corruption commonly fas inafifii) begins at the 
head; r.eq\falum obfunt Principes, quod illi ipf corrumpuntur , fed etiam qtfvd cor- 
runiptint : plufquam exemplo qttam peccato noernty faith the Oratour : they that are in 
office do a great deal of mifehief by incouraging others in evil, through their evil 
example. Jupiters adulteries drew the people to like wanconnefle. Magit intuen- 
tur quid facer it Jupiter qttam quid docuit Plato, faith Aitftiv ; They look more what 
Jupiter did', then what ‘Plato taught. I have read ofawomian, who living in pro- 
fefled doubt of the God-head, after better illumination and repentance, did often 
Mr Wards PtOtcH, that the vicious life of a great fcbollar in that town did conjute up thofe 

Stmt. damnable doubts in her foul. In the time of Pope Clement the fifth,, the Church 

was foil! governed, and things fo corruptly carried at the. court of Rome, that 
Pr<dertckJKmg of Sicily duobted much of-the truth of the Cbrifiian religion : but 

was 
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was confirmed, and hisminde better fetled by Arnoldus de villa m V a wholhewed 
him, that Offences muft come, but wo be ta them by whom they come. A fcandaloys 7 ™b. km. 
priefl is a fingular mifehief: for he falls npt alone, but ( as when a main Hone in a devn Vo,ll} - 
building, or a tall cedar falls) fie draws many with him into fellowftip of errours iU5>8 ’ 
and enormities: as did Hjmen&us and Philptus , 2 Tim. <2. 18. and as the dragon 
with his long and ftroqg tail, drew the third part of the Hars of heaven, and threw 
them to the earth. Rev. 13.4. When the paftours become bruuiOi, all the flocks are 
fcattered, lcir. 10. 21. 

ye have corrupted the covenant of Levi 2 The ;coveqan£ on Gods part with Levi 
was a covenant of falx, and could not be corrupted, Nam- 18.19. yon comutrefat 
vetuftate , faith FUccius, it putrifieth not with age, or. long Handing: as that pil¬ 
lar of fait into which Lots wife was turned, and of which Jofephut faith, that fome- 
tliing of it was to be fcen till his time. Butxhefe degenerate prieflshad abandoned 
Gods holy fear, they did not humble and tremble before his Name, as Levs. their 
father had done, verfe . /they had falfified with God, and fo forfeited his favour. 

It was with them as Cretan complains, and confefles of the Popiffi priefls • that 

whereas by their places they (hould have been the fait of the earth , they had loft 

their favour, and were good for little elfe, but looking after the rites and revenues c 

of the Church : therefore God held hiaifelf difobHged, and was refolved that they Jmth'' 

Ihould bear the iniquity of their priefthopd , Lev. j 8. i.* that is, the punifhment of 

their iniquity notwithftanding the prieflhood. That (hould be no protection to 

them, bqt an aggravation ; becaufe they fell as if they bad not bcen anointed -. and ldea dete ! i3res 

were therefore the worfe, becaufe they (hould have been better. God holds hiajfeJf mT* ^ r 

not bound tp perform covenant with them tliat break with him : for why (bouklhe dtYcmutsfl- 

give the childrens bread to dogs ? why (hould he cafl away his favours upon thofe 

that value them not ?. We have the Covenant, the Seals, the Miniflery, &c ( and 

this is a fingnlar happinefle, Efay 19. 25. AJfyria u tlje Code hands, but 

JfraelhU inheritance. ) Butalaflfe, are not thefe blefii ngg amongfl ns as the Ark was 

among the Philiftine?, rather as prifonqrs, then as priviledges? .rather in teflimo- 

nium & ru\nam quam in falutem , for a teflimony againH us, and for our further 

mine, then for our fafety here, and falvation hereafter ? Q confider how God 

hath cafl off the Ifraelites, notu/ithflanding his covenant wjth their fathers : and 

when in their qccelfity, they would have forced acquaintance with him, he would 

not look upon them, )t*dg. 10. 14, The fwordhath broken in pieces chofc fev.en 

golden candleflicks in Afia, merely for their covenant-breaking. See the Note on 

verfe 5. 

Verfe 9. Therefore have I alfo made you contemptible and bafef And fo Iiave 
cried quittance with you, and returned yon your own with ufury. God loves to re¬ 
taliate, and to proportion jealoufie to jcalou/ie, proppeation to provocation , Deut. 

32. 21. frowardneffe to frowardnefTe, Pfal. 18. 2 6. contrariety to contrariety. 

Lev. 26. 18,21. contempt to contempt, 1 Sam. 2. qo, and here* How thefe un¬ 
worthy priefls had fleighted God, and expofedfais Name and Service to contempt 
and obloquy, hath been before fet forth fufficiently. And now it'is come home 16 
them. It was threatened before verfe 3. ( fee the Notes there ) ^nd uow it is ex¬ 
ecuted- Graceleffe men are apt to imagine that God .threateneth in terrarem ooe- 
ly : and are ready, with thofe mUcrcants in the Gofpe), to fay, God forbid : we 
hope he will be better then his word, and not be fo unmerciful! as the Preachers 
would make him- They beleeve the predictions of Scripture, buc ( asthey beljeeve 
the .predictions of an Almanack, which (aith, dlficha day will bp rain, andfuch 
a day winde : men think it may come to pafle, and it may be not. But (hall 
God fay .the word, and not fee it fulfilled*? Jsnot his die ere, his? his 
word, his deed ? Yea, doth he not fometimes, dtfb citius, break out upon his 
enemies/as he did’upon Nadab and Abihu , Nebuchadnezzar, Herod, 8cc. God 
had poured contempt already upon thefe degenerate priefts. And the like he bad 
threatened to thofe, fer. 23.40. See Mich. 3. 7. Zach. 13.4. Ribera upon tins 
Text hcwmle* the bufineffe in their Romifh Clergy, now become defpivable 
by reafon pf their evill manners. Petrarch complain’d long before, that the 
flench pfthat (ink the Coujrf of Rome was come up to heaven. Erafmus layed 
them open in their cdours, anddidthem more mifehief jocando, by his /earing 
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and jetting at them, then Luther did ftomachando, by dry blowcs and inve&ives 
as One well obferveth. He made the world look up ( that had been long luld 
afleep) and take notice of the truth of that which Chrjfoftom had long before 
difeovered and lamented, Multi facer dotes, & pauci faccrdotcs, multi in nomi¬ 
ne, pauci in opt re. There are many Priefts, and yet but few: many fo in name 
Afarctdi. few fo indeed. Fy on fuch rafca.ll rcbaulds faid the cxcommumcated^row/in 
ubmlde. k. Johns time ( in their declaration ) concerning the Pope and his Cardinals, and 

Pavjttnj. yet they were no Protcftants. No more are the Venetians : and yet how they 

flight their Pope (who is now, like the cuckow in June, heard but not regarded 
by them) islufficiently manifefted by their Manifefto's to the Chriftian world. 
In Bifcany ( anciently Cantabria ) a province of Spaine, they admit no Bifhops to 
come amongft them: fuch an hatred they have taken againft that order of men. 
And when King Ferdinand camein progrefs thither, accompanied amongft others 
by the Bilhop of Pampeluna, the people arofc in armes, drove back tlie Bifhop, 
pal and Sphering all the duft on the which they thought he had trodden, flung it into 
the iea. What our Bifhops did in Maryes dayes we all know: that bloody 
Bonner efpecially, buried at length in a dunghill ( too good a grave for him. ) 
Sure it was an unhappy proverb that was then learnt. The Sift ops foot hath trodden 
here. They are now utterly cafhierd, and lye wrapt up ih the flicec of fliame for 
> this very fin ( amongft others ) here charged upon thefe Priefts, their diflio- 
•) nouringGods great Name, hisfervices, and fervants. For it was come to that 
height of wickedneffc amongft us, a little before the late ti oubles, as to ca & odium 
in religionis Frofefores tanquam in adverfarios , an evill report upon the profef- 
fours of religion, as fo many adverfaries, as Bede faith the ancient Brittains did 
immediately before their deftruftion by the Saxons. He that would not be an 
< Arminian. , was therefore accounted a prattic all Puritan. He that was not for 

1 the Jure divino of Epifcopscy, was little better then a publike enemy. If the 

' Miniftry of England be under any abafures at prefent, as they are thorough the ini¬ 
quity of the times, and the overflow of errours and Atheifmc, letitferve to 
humble them for their defirc of vainglory, and not fecking the honour that 
commeth from God onely lob. 5. 44. let it alfo work in them a greater 
care to approve themfelves to God, that they may be glorious in his eyes 
and to his people, who dare not but honour fuch as fearc the Lord PfaL 1 y; 
4. and have his . Miniftcrs in Angular efteeme for their works fake. 1 ThetT. 
y. 13. •• • M 

according at y e have not kept my wayes'} q. d. your dignity is decayed, like as 
your duty hath been neglefted: You arc fallen out of the hearts of good people, 
and are aviled by all. Neither is it any wonder: for a vicious life breeds vilenef* 
of eftmaatxon: but vertue is- a thoufand cfcucheons. Hence that clofe connexion. 
If there be any vertue, if any praife Phil . 4. 8. this treadsupon the heels of thac 
as it were; followcs it as clofe as the (hadow doth the body. When Adam flood 
m innocency, the favage bcafts did him reverence. And the fame God which 
did at firft put an awe of man in the fierceft creatures, hath ftamped in the cruel- 
left hearts a reverend refpeft to his own Image in his faithfull minifters, as in Saul 
to Samuel, Herod to John Baptifi, thofe gallants of Ifrael to that mad fellow, as 
they were pleafed to call the Prophet that came to anoint Jehu : upon whofe words 
(as mad as they made of him) they will prefently adventure their lives and 
change the crown. Gods Image ( as Gods name Pfal. in. 9. ) i s holy and 
reverend : And they that would have good repute and report amongft men; muft 
caretuUy keep ( or as the word here ufed may be rendred ) watch Gods wares. He 
. ve e . n ,°' v £ h a t w iH tvatcfcfpr h% halting, and take any little occafion tore- 
vile him with open mouth, as Shimei did David, when he had declined Gods 
way. It is therefore excellent counfell that Solomon giveth, and worthy of all 
acceptation. Pro. 4. 2y, 2 6 , 27. Let thine eyes look right on: and let thine eye¬ 
lids look firaight before thee. Ponder the path of thy feet : and let all thy wajes be 
ordered aright. _ Turn not to the right hand, nor to the left : remove thy foot from 
e ™‘[' Lo, this is the ready .road to honour and eftimation. Do worthily in 
Ephrata, and fo be famous in Bethlehem. Ruth 4. n. Sic famam extenderefattit 
oc virtutts opus* But thofe Balaams that perfwaded by their Balachs, feek for 

honour 
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honour by evill-doing, thefe feek the living among the dead, figs of thirties hra -- 

ven in hell &c 5 

but have been partiaU in the law] Heb. Je have accepted or acknowledged faces 
in the lafr. i. e. you accept perfons you deal partially in expounding andapplv- 
ing the law, making it pinch the poor, and favour the rich. The Church hath 
ever been peftered with fuch AretaUgi, fuchparafitkal Preachers, whofe praw 
ftife hath been like Ahabs Prophets, to fpeak magisadvoluntatem qudm ad veritau 
tern, more to pleafe then to profic. And there is a very great (ympathy between 
great ones that have firfl: flattered themfelves, and thefe fe/fe flattery who 
prove a fit helve for fuch an hatchet, and meet lettice for fuch lips Such an one 
was ZJriah the high-prieft to Aha* 2 Chron. 28. His motto feemes* to have been 
Mthiplacet quicquidregiplacet. Such were thofe dirt^dawbers for the devill BM 
in Ezekiels dayes chap. 13. 10, ix. &c. tht Herodians, the Arians Armi- 
mans Vtenbogardus&c. the Queen of Navarr’s Preachers, who perfwaded her 
out of politick refpe&s, to coufent tothat unhappy match that gave opporcuniti’ 
for the F anfian Maflacre. The Apoftle chargeth his fon Timothy to do nothin of 1 J ,n \ 5 ZI - 
popularity or partiality , by tilting the baUance on the one fide, as the word fignifieth* 
but as a juft law is ah heart without affeftion, an eye without l u fl, a mindWithout 
paflion, a treafurer which keepeth for every man that he hath, and diftributetb to 
every man that he ought to have: fo fhouIdaMiniftcrbe ; remetnbringthatof 
Job chap. 13 io. He Will furely reprove you, if you fecretly accept perfons that 
% he wil chide you, finite you, curie you for it, andfo fet it on, as no creature 
fhall be able to take it off. If you reprove meager men, and wink at the faults of 
great Ones reproving he will reprdfcou, STwill not do it to halves: no 
he will rather do it double ; y^flhall have it-both furely and fcverelv. Lcl 
your resolution therefore he that of Elihu lob 7,2 it. ±2. / will not accept the 
per/on of any man, neither will I give flattering titles to man . Fori may nit 
give flattering titles, left my Maker fhould Suddenly take me away left mv Matter 
whofe fteward lam, finding me unfaithfull in the difpofe of his niyfteries fhould’ 
confound me before you. Jer. 1. i 7 v Nifi fideliter dixerim, vobis erit dlmnofum T,m ' 9 
mihtpertculofum. If I fhould not deale faithfully and freely with you, it would, d “ mmm 
to your lofs, but to mine utter undoing. 

. Ver (el<y Havewe not all one Father* 3 Here begins a TeCorid Conteftatiori, 
vtz. with the people (as the former was with the Priefts) for their unrighteous ’ 

dealing; where we have fo many words, fo many arguments. ' Inbrevitatever, 
borum eft luxuries rerim. How many Ones are here, and all to perfwade to uni- ? 
ty. Sec the like Eph. 4. 3, 4, 5. Let thofe that take upon them to perfwade 
others to equity and unanimity, learn to marfhaU their matter hatidfomely and 
to fill their mouths with arguments, fuch as may fell thick, and prevail, being fe- Ioh a r . 
conded and fet on with intimation of heartieft afteiftion. Oh that J could fomii- •• 

where meet with you both together (aid Auftin to Hierome and Ruftmts ( hedribfc 
of their differencfes ) I would fall dowh at your feet with much > love, and altftw, 
tearcs, I would befeeclf you for Gods feke, for your own fakes, for weak Chrifti- * Hei mhiqui 
ansiake &c. not to fufter thefe diffencions to fpread further. Sb/ilri Bradford yosolicubi 
in a letter to a diftrefled 1 Gentlewoman that war In a defriairitti* condition. T he- inv ' nire , non 
fetch you, faith He, Tpray you, I efefireyou, 1 -tkyt at ybut tahd s 4 rfth«li 
my very heart, I ask ofyou with haitd, pen, tongaeandSnintfiii Chrift,through 
v.nnlt, tor Chrift, tortus name, blood, mercy, power and truths fake, that AH. and Mont , 
you admit no doubting of Gods finall mercyes toward you.: ho#foCVer v 6 n 
reel your fclf. Oh that I could get \yords (faid Another h<% mad tohis hearCTT) 
to gore your ver V hearts with finarting pain, that 1 this doftrine ifiight be Written 
inyoilrflcfh ? By this One Father Adam, fiy tht moftMCff- 

precers, who was the common Parttltofus all, aridfhb Veryftodf irtd¥obtVffofn 
wnence all mankind didfpriitg. It is therefore a fin dgainft ; ^attir^f t ftlfaA&cttot. 
mon humanity, ro dpaftreacheroufly againft another, or to Kidd', tby felffrom 

thincown fleftf^. y8. 7. ThiVifta bc more uhrieaforrablt; theri bCaf^, bird^’ 1 

whichlov^Aeirowjn kind 1 ;;^ndthofe"that^WiUfidce* 
tnc their own kind. But our Ageov^abddridcth witii^flhittKalj :m*- 

caters, that ( not only 'like a pickrefl inu pdiid,' br 1 featfc in the ! f«, devour tfife 

leffct 








lefTcr fifties of another alloy, butalfo) eat up Gads people, as they eat bread, make 
Fral.14.5 no more confidence, nay take as much content in undoing a poor brother, as in 
eating a meals-meat, when they are hungrythey make buc a breakfall: of a whole 
reprefentative Nation ; as thofe gun-powder-papifts defigned to do. How oft are 
wicked OpprclTours compared to hunters, for their cruelty, and fowlers for their 
craft? to fliew that they fpare none that fall into their nets : young, old, male, 
female, all go together into the hag. This raifed a great cry of the people, and of 
their wives againft their brethren, thofe ufurious Jews, that bad both robbed and 
FraLio.9 „ ravifhed them, Nehem. $. i. And what could they fay for themfelves, but the 
fame in effeft with this in the text. Tet new our flefh is as the fle/h of our brethren, 
our children 'as their children,See ? 

have roe not all one father i hath not One God created us ? 3 Here the Prophet 
rifeth higher, viz. from Adam to God, out of whofe mint when Man came 4 irft, 
he fhone moft glorious, for he was Gods own workmanfbip created unto love and 
Ephef.a.10 g 00 d works : yea, as iron put into fire, feems to be nothing but fire : fo Adam, 
come frefli out of Gods hands, who is perfeft love and goodnefleit felf, was no 
' other then a very lump of love to God, and kindnefle to his fellow-creatures. But 
nowalafle, we may fic and fing, O quantum hac Niobe, &c. how ftrangely arewe 
altered, and fallen from our firft love ! and what great caufe have we, with thofe 
in Ezra, to think of this Temple that was burnt, and lament? yea, write Lamen¬ 
tations with Jeremy, and fay, as He; They ravijhed tbe women in Zion, and the 
maids in the cities of Judah, Princes are hanged up by the hand, the faces of the El¬ 
ders were not honoured, &c. Lam^. Thejwonder was the iefie, bccaufe thefe that 
did all this were of a different region. afefor thofe that ferve the fame true God, 
theCreatour of all, to jarre and warrens we, alaffe, do at this day) this is 
lamcntabile helium* and fpeaks a great decay and defeft of the power of godlinefle: 
true religion being of an uniting nature: and theftrongeft tye. Sanatior fane eft 
copula cordis quam corporis. This lofephs brethren knew, and therefore held it 
their be ft plea, Gen. 50. 17. And now Vie pray thee forgive the trejpajfe of the fer- 
vants of thy fathers God. They had one common father; but, as a better ftring to 
tbeir bowe, they had one common God. The very Turks are found to be much bra- 
. ver fouldiers upon the Chriftian, then upon the Perfian, becaufe they begin alate 
j Uumtf&f,' to be infixed with Pcrfianifmc, whom they acknowledge better Mahometans then 
themfelves. 

why do V?e deal treaeheroufly 3 Or, fraudulently. The Prophet puts himfelf into 
the number though innocent, that his reproof might the better take with them. 
That which he caxeth them for, is their wrong-dealing (in generall) one with an¬ 
other; whether it were by force or by fraud, by violence or cunning contrivance, 
ZkCoxn which what is it clfe, but crimen ftellionatus, the very finne of coufenage, and hath 
God for an avenger ? 1 Thejf , 4.6. Now it is dangerous offending him whofe dif- 
pleafure and revenge is everlafting, and who oft calls to reckoning after our dif- 
charges. Take heed therefore of all forts of injuftice. Curfe not the deaf, lay not 
a ftumbling-block before the blind : but fear the Lord Jehovah , Lev. 19.14. And 
confidering that to deal treaeheroufly with another ( a brother efpecially •}. is a finne 
( as hath been above-faid) both againft nature and religfan: both againft Race and 
Grace ( which teacheth righteoufneffe as well as holinefle, Tit. 2.12. and turning 
the leopard into the lamb, &c. caufeth that none do hurt to, or deftroy another in all 
Gods holy mountain, Efay if. 6 .) let us fo icarry our felves, as that, with blcfled 
Paul, we may glory and fay. We have wronged no man, tye have confuted no man, 
we have defrauded no man. See. 2 Cor. 7. 2. 

by profaning the covenant of our fathers 3 *• e. by degenerating from the pro- 
raifes, and pra&ifes of our pious progcnjtburs. Of this fee ver/e 8* A certain 
popifti Prince faid. It is no^amifTe to make covenants: but wo be to him thatis ne- 
ceilitated to keep them. He had learned, ( belikeof .Alachiavel ) f dtm tamdiu 
fervandam effe qrtamdiu expediat , that covenants are to be kept fo long as a man 
Eesfoedtn *{hall fee caufe. That which was anciently /aid of tiie Thracians ifcnow verified 
tufene. 0 f the papifts, that they keep no covenant^, with heretikes efpecially- The 1 urks 
( taught by them ) fay. There is no faich to ^r kept tyithelogs, thatis With Chriftt- 
ans. Their leaguesg,ounded upon the law of Nations, and folemcly .confirmed,by 

oath, 


oath, have with them no longer force then ftandcch with their own pleafure and 
profit. And if Turks and Papifts oneiy were truce-breakers, and fedifwies it 
were the better to be born with. Buc what (hall we fay to thofe CbriftUnecate^ori 
( as Bellarminc faith a certain fort of heretikes were called of old ) thofa blors-t nrl ^ 
botches of Chriftian religion, and holy !od«y, that can fay and unfay at pleafure 
make vows to God in their diftreffe, and break them as feft when delivered * 

Juft like thofe Jews in Jeremy , chap. 34. that fee free their fervants when che ene¬ 
my lay before the wails: but reduced them into bondage, when the fiegc was raifed" 
though they had cut thecal] in twain, and puffed between the parts thereof . a moft 
ioleinne way of fealing up covenants. So dealt their fathers before them, Pfal . 

34 3 3 5 > .' 6 > 3 7 - And fo dealrhere their Nephews after them. They profaned the* 
covenant of obedience to Gods commandements, that their fathers, for themfelves 
and their fucceflours, entred into. But fliould men thus play with covenants as 
children do with nuts ? fhould they flip them at plea!iire, as Monkeys do their col 
lars ? fhould they fnap them in funder, as Sampfon did his cords ? Had Shtmet peace 
that brake his oath to Solomon ? or Zedc^iab chat kept not touch with Nebuchid - 
nezzari See. 

Zetfe.11. Judah hath dealt treaeheroufly] Judah the cwfeffottr) as his name im¬ 
ports) Judah chat once ruled with God, an dwat faithful with the Saints: Judds in - T 
whom God was known, his name was great in ilracl Pfdl.y 6 ,z. Profpers conceit dor ' a,Ta ' 
was, that Ltdai were fo called becaufe thy received : tts Dei , the law from Gods 
mouth : whence Ioftphusca\\s the Common-wealth ofIfracl esocggcrcfar a God-no- 
vernment. For, to them pertained (among fundry ocher precious priviledges recited 
4,5.3 the Covenantsfwat is, 1. j he moral law in two tables. 2. The%,- 
Ving of the law , that is, the judicial law- 3 . The fsrvicc, that is. the ftrcmonial 1 nv 
which was. their Gofpel : whence Judea is called the glorious land Dan. 11 . 41. ( 0 r 
the U-J of delights, or orn interns as che Hebrew* hath it) a pleafanc land, or a *1 md 
of defire Jer. 3.19. becaufe as it is JZzeUio.6, 1 the tfory of dl lauds. ) C - 

rufalem the metropolis , was not oneiy the moft famous of all the cities of the 
Baft, as c P!h,y confefleth it, but alfo of the whole world ft inPgnia Dei fhetleitttes 
btueftca, as one faith, if we confider Gods marvellous kind *cjfc (hewed to-it in a Urw 
city, as David hath it. But, as ingemia beneftda, ftag:tia,fupphci:i, the greater the 
priviledges of any place or people are, the more hainous are*their offen¬ 
ces, and che more hideous their puniftiments j fo fell it ouc with this nation fo ad¬ 
vanced, fo obliged, fo lhamelefly, fo lawlefly wicked. They were buthewJy retur¬ 
ned from captivity, fcarcc yet warm in their nefts, when they fell afrefti co their 
old trade oftrcachcry, doing wickedly with both hands earneftly. Abomination 


Ittdah had profaned the holineffe of the Lord which he loved, that is, the very place 
that he had efpied out for himfelf, and that wasdedicated to his nameandfer- 
vice, the holy and feparate land , the file, as it is called Vfai. 20. 6. (though part of 
the continent) bccaule compafiied about with Gods favour as with a lltield. Pfal. 
y. 12. Jn fuch a confecrated countrey to ad tbeir villany, was no fmall agpravacion 
of their wickedneffe: this made it fwell like a toad in the eyes of che Almiglity,ic 
was an abomination.Filthynelfe in a ftewes,in a ftrumpet,is nothing fo odious^as In a 
pretended Virgin. A nettle on che wafte is better born with then in a garden. , 

To lee the Devil in hell is no wonder : but what makes he in Paradifo ? England - 
was anciently called the kingdom of God it may much better be fo called now, chat Anglia rep/Miu 
Gofpel of the kingdom is preached amongft us. It was slfo called Albion qnaH ^ 

Olhon (Happy or fortunate, the fortunate Ifiand fav fame) or <tb o.lbis mp.ibvs 
from the whitenefTe ofthe rocks. True it is, we were'black all over with fuperfti- 
tion, firft Pagan and then Papagan- But Chri ft hath made us white again as [now } 
in Salmon. And do we again fully and foil our felves with finnes filrhincflc, with 
that unclean kitchin-ftuffe? do we profane the holmeffe of the Lord,which he loved* 
to drive him a way from us by degrees, asthofe Jews did, Ezd^ 8.9,10,11. finne . 
is the leaven that defiles our pafteover; and urgeth God to pafle away and de¬ 
part from,us . Sin is the fnuff that dimmes our candle-ftick, and threatens the re- 

movaal 
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rnoyali of it. Let thofe that live in Cods good land, but not in Gods good Laws 
5.c.r (as slrftoilc complained of bis Athenians to like purpofe, and as Seneca laid to the 
1 f oman ?> that they were become more filthy lince they had bathes to wafh in) look 
forward to the following verfe, and tremble at that utter deftrudion there 
threatened to fuch, Differdet Dominus &c. And thereunto Saint Paul feem- 
^^. C ° a UjC 1 ( 0r ‘ 5 ' 17 ' m y ***** cle f lIe tl)c Temple of God, him will Godde- 

and hath tnarrtca the daughter of aftrangc God' This is that particular fin where¬ 
by they had dealt treacheroufiy againft their brethren, profaned the Covenant 
polluted the Church, and committed abomination in Jfrael: they had married with 
women of a firange worfhip, W joyned in affinity with the people ofthofc abomn R « 
as holy Ezra phraieth it Chap . 9. 14. and withall fetteth it forth for fuch a fin ii 
thofe newly-returned captives, as he thinks heaven and earth might well be aflia- 
nied of. A fin ins, flatly forbidden in both Teftaments, Dcut.7.3. 2 (or 6 14. 
and reafons added : as 1 Danger of defection at Icaft, from former forwardnc/Tei 
but molt commonly of r.fcdion^ as in Solomon 1 King. 11. Nchcm. 13.-6 what’s 
the realon the Pope will not difpenlbin Spain and Italy, if apapife marry a Pro- 
teftant ; yet heie he will, but in hope to draw more to them. See 1 Kml. iz 21 
and 2 king. 8 27. 2 Great inconyeniency : as 1. Of grief to the godly parents* 
G.,:. 6. /> 5- a nd 27.36. 2. Ill education of children, who commonly take after the 
mother ( as did moftof thofe Idolatrous kings of Judah ) and follow the worfer 
, fide ’ though it be the weaker as the conclufion in a Syllogtfmc follows the weaker 
proportion 1 he birth, we fay, followerh the belly: and molrmen, we fer do 
mamffare take after the mother, in matters of religion. Hereunto might be 
added, that Gods fcrnce muft by thefe unequal matchesneceflarily be hindered 
it not altogether omitted (to grab tie a froward Zipporab, or a mocking AJidJ) 
and the better party forced to fee and hear that, that cannot but grieve the Spirit 
of God. Befides danger of difioyalty, and a curled poilerity, as Edomites of 
the daughters of Beth. Heie then 1 could joyn with that Reverend Contcmpla- 
tour in that holy wifh oflns, that Manoah could fpeak lo loud that all our Rra- 
ehtes might hear him ;Is there never a woman among the daughters of thy brethren 
or among ail Gods people , that ti.au goeft to take a Wife of tbt nncircujifcd Phil 

fhnes? If Religion be any other then a cypher, how dare we not regard it in our 
important cho^v? how dare we yoke our felves with any untamed helfbr 
that beareth not Cluifts yoke ? what mad work made that noble pair of naughty- 
packs Jezabel and AthaLah in the kingdoms of Jfrael and Judah, theheer Win¬ 
ning her reigne in the fame year that the former perifned, as BudoLcr obferve^ 
And who knoweth not what a deal of mifehief was done to the poor people of God 

tn c n an r C \, by *: at tr* ede Med,ces > .^Mother, with the advice and afiifian^ 

of the Caidinall of Lorrain ? Concerning which two it was laid. 

Non audet fly gins Pluto tenure cjuod andet 
Ejfranis Monachus pienaque fraud is antis. 

T he Lnd'toitlcut ojf the man that doth this J Though the Magita 
y ,® nd corr "P ,:: , tho “8 h ! 1C clthcr cannot punifli this evilf it being |rowcn 
5 J "2 r f U * °f ~ lU , no * £ a " d f ? ,m P unit y in the Magiftratc maketh impemtenev in 
fe ° rdin h , and > aud cut off C'cry mothers chili 
‘ ‘A fciW R ftmtemu ) as a chirurgion ninth.f a rotten member 

, fo W.U God Ueftroy fuch for ever: h, nl them Ijp/J?hZZ.f 

<tlu f ‘ ,CC> ’l“ d 7 " thm ‘f ,he W l f ,hr Pfei- 52.5. Neither 

ftall this be done to himfelf onely, but to his wretched poflericy ( fnjba lefiliS 

terer™*«r 0 a ndNirr iS ” e f y F aCCkire ma " tollis c,,ildrcn ) ^ fo the Chaldee 
« i « j d lnter P«teth that proverbial! expreffion in the text, botbth m- 

teach neve, fo well’/^T I,is fonne - and bis Tons Tonne, though he 

SwT W 1 ™'**"' and Politic!, advifement to prevent 
Lord Sir Agreeably hereunto for fence P^rrendteth this text thus. The 
dauehrUsF^fr^ bisehddren that doth thus, the children that he begets of the 
daughter of a ftrangc god. An heavy curfe furely, and frequently inilifted, as upon 

Ah*k 
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Ah.ib : though he to avoid ic, fo followed the work of generation, that he left fc- 
venty fonnes behind him - which yet would not do. 

and him that ojjcnth an affiring 0 re. 1 that is, Although he beaPrieft, Or 
Although he leckto makepeace with me by an offering : as hoping tiicreby to 
ft;»p my mouth or ftay my hand to expiate his fin, or to purchalca dilpenfationa; 
thofe Aiic. 6. 7. and Efay 58. 2, 3. Thus Saul facrificetb, Ahal x rcmbleib 

and humblcrh, Jeroboams wile gocth to the Prophet, Ioab taketh hold of t!:r 
horns of the Alrar : the king of l*crfia having loft fomc of his children hy nutiintiy 
death, as CtefiM reporrah ) (ends earneftly to the Jews for prayers fo: him and 
his, Ez.ru 6. : o. So did M.iximintis in like cafe to the Chriftians. Tu/lyvdU 
us that they which prayed whole dayes togedicr and offered facrihce, m On Id rri 
1/ uperjfitrs j-.bi cjftnt , that their children might out-live them, di:tc- were I- It 
' called f it per jit! dir perfons : afterwards the word was taken in a larger feme, fk:: 
devotion without holy convocation availcs nothing to avert Gods judgement* 
If a. 1. 12. 15. andoi 5 . 3. He that^V/Vr/a*fM Ox unklfe withall he kiin-.isu.H- 
ruptions is as :f be {lew n man 1 he that facrificetb a lamb, unldL* by faith he jry 
hold upon the Lamb ut 'God, isos if he cut of a dogs tucky he that effercih <.:■! - 
tion ore- This m< n are hardly drawn to, viz., to pa-1 with their fins, tocsilthe 
truvtour-: head over the wall, to hang up the heads of the people before the Sun. 
Sm harboured in the l*m!c, is like Arhan in vliearm\’,or Jonas in the fiatp ; inucla 
paines the marrinc; s we e at, and much lolie too, to have faved Jon.ts from the 
fea, they ventured ihcir own calling away ere they would call hitn over-board : 
but there could be no cslmc, till they had done it cffeftually. So it is here. Full 
fain men would keep their fins, and yet l ive their foules : bur roads impofTibl-'* 
God will noebe bribed Pfal. 50. nor brought to iulDr fin imrepeuted to cfcsne 
tnpunifiied. Poor foules when flung by the Friers fermbns, they fee them pei'.-i:,- 
ces, pilgrimage-, all forty of good wo! k«, which lulled them a while : and ior 
them they thought they fhould have pardon. v o many run now amongft usto 
holy duties, but with the fame opinion they did them. :v bribes for upardoij. Tbeic 
digfor pearler in their own dunghils, make the mcv.i.cs their media: or-, dvnk r.o 
lave themfclves by riding on horfes &c, 

T'crfc 13. And this have J/e done agair.e^ Or, h* thr tec end place. 7. d. Nor 
content to have mairied ftrange wives, yea have brought than into your 
wives, to their intolerable vexation , fo adding this (in to the former, as a grea¬ 
ter to the letfe. Thisisftill the guile of gracelefl'e men, to add denude.;.,.,jfi to 
thirff, rebellion to Jin, to amafic and heape up one evill upon another, till wrath 
cr.nte upon them to the utmeft. For three tratifgnjfions and for Jour / u 'ill »:t turn 
a\ay their punijhmsrit Am. 1. that is, fo long as the wicked commit one or two 
iniquities, t forbear than : but when it comes once to threes zvAjdurs, (hew 
much more ro fo many fcoros, hundreds, dmufands, as one cipher added to a fi¬ 
gure makes it ib many tenns, two fo m.my hundieds, three fo many thojlimds 
fkc- ) God will bear with them no longer. Of thofe old iliuelites ic is deman¬ 
ded, not without great indignation on Gods part. I low oft did tiny provoke him 
i -1 the wilderneffe, andgrieve him in the a?jart ? Tea they turned bar! and tempted 
(JeU&c. Pfal. 78. 40, 41. Good men , if they fall once into foulc prucliftv, 
they fall not ofccn. Of Judah it is expreflely recorded thar he knew Tamar no 
more. Lot indeed committed inceft two nights together: hut the orifice of his 
lufi: was not yet flopped by repentance. Think the fame of Solomon^ Samp (on, 
Ionahy c?r. their afts were as it were continued ; and, in the interim., little 
or no remorfe or regret. Let us thar have received mercy, be admonWhctl ro fin 
no more, left a worfe thing come unto us. There is a woe to fuch as draw iniquity j,, 
with cords of vanity , and fin as it Were with accrtrc.pc t r a. 20. Babylons fins 
in the Revelation reached up to heaven^ or they were thWackj-d togtther thick and 
threefold one upon-anothcr Rev. 18. there was a concaicnathi:, o> a continu¬ 
ed feries of them : therefore fhe fell furely andfuddcnly. When w ickcdnelTc is once 
ripe in the field, God will not let it fired to grow again : but cuts it up hy a juft and 
feafonablc vengeance. 

covering the Altar of the Lord With ttara' That is. You can fed your poor 
wives, .when they fhouldhave been chearfull in Gods lervice, as 1 Sam. 1. and 
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Nah. 2.7. 
Lamentjs gc- 
mituque &foe. 
minco u/ulatu 
Telia fremunt- 
Virg.JEntiJ. 


in many other places it was requi. cd of the Jfraclites to rejoyce whenlocvcr 
they appeared before the Lord, Earthly Princes love not the company of mourners 
£jih, 4. 4. to cover the Lords Altar vith tears, frith freepimr, and with cryino otet 
to threw themfelves, blubbered and fwoln with tears, upon the Altar, which was a 
profanation of it .• fo that God regarded not the offering any more. Twcrc happy 
if we could be fo affeded with our unkindneffe to Chrift, our husband, that wee 
could cover his Table, when we come to it, with our tears. How fliould the I ord 
regard our lqrvice fo much the more? how fliould it be unto him as Mufick upon 
tne waters, farremore harmonious! What a gracious refpeft had He to the weep¬ 
ing women that followed him to checrofle; and what an honour was that to one 
ot them, {Mary Magdalen I mean) that fhe had thefirft fight of the revived 
Phoenix, whom fhe held fall by chofe feet that fhe had once wafhed with her tears 
and that had now lately trod upon the lion, and adder, &c ? It was appointed by 
Mvfes law that the bond-woman fliould bewail her father and mother a full moncth 
bemre Hie might become an Ifradites wife. Wc, thar arc ft rangers ro the Com¬ 
monwealth of Ifrael, as we cannot be prefenred a chaff virgin co C.hrift but ts 
weeping over him that bled over us, fo we never plcafc him better, then when we 
weep over our tears, figh over our fobbes, mourn over our griefs, as not propor¬ 
tionable to our milcarriages. Put to return to the ’1 ext: The jews as the--arc nu- 
ted tor a nation overmuch effeminate, and given to women fas rhcyV-w 1 fo 
when they have fatisfied their hill, and ferved their own turns, they are'as willing 
to be rid of them as Amnon was of Tamar. Hence thofe many cautions in the law 
to put bounds to their pctulancy: and that politick permiflion of a divorce for t? e 
relief of the poor dclpilcd woman, left flic iliould come to amifehief, by the hatred 
ofthc churl her lmsband,Df/.'f .22.13,14 with chap. 2 4 . 3 .Ac this day they look upon' 
women, as not having fo divine a foul as men, but arc of a lower creacion made 
oncJy for the propagation and plea lure of man. They ufe them as their drudges, 
lay upon them with their unmanly fids, are ready to cur out their tongues ( as dx 
Welfh-jncn dealt by their Trench wives, left*they fliould corrupt the hnava*- 
of their children) put them away upon every flight occafion, covnhgtlKr 
violence with the garment of the law, as virfe 1 6. Or if they kept them, dry 
took other wives to them, to vex them, and to make them to far, 1 Say;;. 1 .6. or 
( as the word there figniftes) to thund.r: not oncly tahn.nr upon Ircafl <* 
with the voyccof doves, ( as N.dnmis cxprc/lion is ) but filling the sir vea cove, 
ring the altar ( as it is here ) with their laments and A winos fiubt eh Inreity ( ft 
the Vulgar rendreth it) for their husbands liarfhneflc, and’ their coneubinesmfo- 

- lenctes, and indignities. Bicrom tells us, that thefc returned captives flighted their 

- o!d w ! v « brought with them from Babylon, ( as being by that tedious journey be- 
come infirm and deformed) and matched with flrangers, who were frcfli, fair Vich 

n gathers out of Eya 9. and 10. whereas-they ttu.uId rather have’nou- 

nflicd and chcrifbed them as their ofru fieftj, Ephef. 5.29. they fliould have hand¬ 
led them gently, becaufe of their weaknefTe, as fo many chryfrall-rlaffcs Thev 
fhould have given them all lawfull content, as rlbraham did Sara! Ids fiithfuil 
fellow-traveller. They fhould have given all honour unto than, faith <airt Peter - 
and why? Mark hts many reafons. 1. They are the weaker vtjfds and are there¬ 
fore to be handled with all cendcrneffc. Some tranflatc it the freaber hfirument: 
and f as Luther fpeaks of it ) as a knife with a tender edge men will not cut floncs 
brafie, or iron with it: fohcic. 2. They are heirs together ofthc wee of life, 
that is, of. the‘lift of grace, and of glory too : for fouls have no fixes, and as 
every one is inChrift, all areequall, fo that the husband is bound, in this refneft, 
to make his wives yoke as eafie as may be, fith flic draws even with him, ihoufh 
on the left fide- 3. That your prayers!* not hindered, as they will be, where 
there is not fo much conjuginm , as eonjurgium. How cap they pray together com¬ 
fortably, that live fo difcontentedly ? How can they bring their gift to that altar 
tiat is covered with the tears, and moans of their juitiy aggrieved and abufed 
Wives. Or if they do, will God regard tide offering any mete, or receive it with 
goo wt at their hands ? Will not the tears and groans of their diftreffed wives 
(who yet hold out their devotion, and will not be hindered by their juft grief, 
from praying to God, and pouring out their fouls before him) move God more 

then 
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then their faenhees can do? Bfpecially if they bring them niched ~ - 

mind, as Solomon hath it: and as Lyra maketh it to be the fence of this I ext : Y e Prov.*,~ 
have covered the Altar of the Lord with tears, &c. but he regarded) not the offer 
mg anymore, & c . that is, ( faith Lyra, and he hath it from' Chryf^om ) you are 
refolvcd to retain your idolatrous wives, though God have declared againft it: And 
that ye may expiate this wickednefle, and make amends by your good deeds for 
you r bad ; you run to the Temple, and there with many tears, and groans you be^ 
pardon. But all in vain, becaufe you have no.purpofe at all to break off your fin * 
but will needs perfirt in your unlawfull marriages. See more of this in the Note f >’.! 
chap.1. 16. dolt. 4. ufe j. 

Perfc 14. retjejay wherefore ? ] A fenfcloflc qudlion • but there is nothin,. more 
ftupid, and ftubborn then an nypocrite.- he will not yeeld, though never fodeirlv 
convinced, but will have (hll fomewhat to fay though to frnall purpofe as had 5 v-l 
to samnd, rWi S . and thefe Qucftionifts here to God, whom (as before oft 
and again after ) they put to his proofs. ( See the Note on chap. 1. verb <6 \ md 

bis anfwer is ready : - 5 *' 

PecanJe the Lord hath been wnnejfe between thee and the wife of thy ro-tthl 'P« 

Heathen could fay, • J ■ ' ‘ 

M.ixima defence psteris reverentt.t pcjivd 
• 'iterpc par as: — r- * And again, 

‘j irrpe quid all urns tc, fnc tefic i time. 

We fhould not do wickedly if but a child be by. And, when thou a-c about to do 
ought amiffe, fear thine own confcience, which is a thousand wirneffes. j; U r if God 
be by as a witnefle, fhould not men fear to offend him ? Ira-able thou earth at the 
prefence of the Lord, at the preface of the God of Jacob. He that dares fin, though 

he know God be an eye-witncffe, is more impudent in finning then was AtfM m 
when he fnredla tent upon the top of the houlc, and went in to his fathers concu¬ 
bines, in the fight of all Ifrael, and of the Sunne. Thefe treacherous husbands 
could not but know that they had cntredmto a covenant of God /W ->.17 
when they married : that the bond was made to (iod, and that upon the violation 
of it, he wou d be ready enough to take the forfeiture , for whoremongers and M’d- 
tews Godwtll H,dgc,\\e*. 13.3. ThatGod had been wkneffe, or had ' pro, efled (fo Protefatusejl. 
Montana renders it) and vvithall had, by mterpofing of his own authority, confir¬ 
med the contraband compaft, faying, verbis concept b, as JJof. 3. 3. yl m lha , t 
v#be for wot her ntatt'fowin I alfo be for thee, and not fo-another woman, all God 
[ball Jeparate tu by death, indeed if the husband or the wife be dead, the furvivim* r~ - * 
party is at liberty to marry again ( whatfoever the Canonifts fay againft bigamy ° ' 2 ’ 
Htcrome tells us of an old man in Rome that had buried twenty wives which hee 
had married one after the death of another : and that he had taken to wife the one 1 
and twentieth, who alfo had buried nineteen husbands. And that, burvinn that 
wife too, he followed the corps to the Church ( fo bis neighbours would needs’havc Hitr fi u £ La ~ 
it) with a garland of bayes upon his head in manner of a triumpher. But againft mlro ™ 7 ‘ 
Polygamy (which is, when a manor woman couples himfelf or her felf in mar- ^ ^ ,734 ‘ 
nage to more then one ) here are an heap of arguments in the text, which we fhali 
take as they lie in order. Mean-while it is worthy our obfervation, that the firft 
Auchourof Polygamy was that Thrafonicall Lantech, noted for a profane and wic- 
ked perfon .- as was hkewife Efim another Polygamift. Laban though he had che- 
ted 7.1^ into the having of his two daughters to wife, yet he could not but coa- 
effe it to be a finne againft the light of Nature. Hence at parting he takes a fo- 
emneoath of Jacob Gen. 31.50. If thou \htlt afi-ll my d tughters, or if thou (hah 

71 d 7 - l r S: ”°T t iSwitbtU: Jce w ‘ ta *fl c betwixt 

meandthee. Some of the Lathers were herein faulty, as ^Abraham, David, &c 
and fome fay it was their pnviledge but that's not likely/ Rather it was their ig‘ 
norance, or incog.tancy, (they confidered not that it was a breach of che firft in 
htution of marriage) or, as fome conceive, it was their mecr miftake of chal 

I2h 7' I rJ */ 7 ^ llt r A ff7- « w 'f* t* l*r fficr, to vex her, to uncover he* 

nailed ^ befitdes the other, m her Ufe time. Here they took che word (fifter) fo' Co ^ et Ezck - 

one fo by blood, which was fpoken of afifter by nation, as thofe claufes 'to vexherf l ' 9 ' 
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and dr* g her /;/:•, do evince. One thing was, the commonnefle of th e finne, and 
the’ ■' cuftomc of it. So long had it continued, and was grown fo falhionable, 
that it leemedto be no finne. but debt is debt, whether a man know of it, or not: 
And fin, as a debt, mayilccpa longtime, and not be called for of many years, as 
Sauls fin in killing the Gibeonites fiept fourty years; and Joabs killing of Abner 
flept all D tvid’s dayes, &c. Another thing that might caufe defire of many wives, 
was want of love and chaft affeftion to the wife of their youth. I Jane is noted for 
a moll loving husband to his Rebecca: and he never defired more wives then her. 
Rc oyce in the wife of thy youth : Let her be asjke loving J-Iind , and p/cafant ‘R^c^q. 
This will keep thee from being ravijhed with a firange worn an , or embracing the bo~ 
foiis of a Ihanger , Prov. 5. 18, 19,2o. The Hind and the Roe are mofl loving to 
their mates, and therefore moll faithfull to them, ho, among birds, arc the turtle¬ 
dove, and the fork. The former, they fay, as he keeps clofc to his mate, while (he 
lives; fo when fhe dies, he groans and moans continually, and never fits upon a 
orccn bough. I be later arc chart, and feverc, in punifhing thofc of the kind that 
are not. It is credibly reported by feme that have Teen it, that whole flocks of 
| Storks meeting in amedow, they havefetin themiddeft of them two of their com- 
f 7of pany chat have been found difloyall, and runnning upon them with main force have 
n ' killed them with their beaks. So that the company breaking up, and all die rcfl fly- 
i n o a wav, the two offending Storks onely have been found dead in the place. 

• a.oaifjl whom thou b*ft dealt trcacbcronjlyf] viz, by fuperinducing another wife 

contrary to thy covenant. This is not a fimple injury againrt thy lawful! wife ; but 
fuch as is joyned with contumely , which the Greeks call oCms: and the children 
that come of fuch copulation they call vCetJo.f, bccaufe they are fubj’eft to contu¬ 
melies. The Hebrews call them brambits ; AUmelcch was fuch an one, htdg. 9.14. 
a right bramble indeed, who grew in the bale hedge-row of a concubine ; and 
fcratcht and drew blood to purpofe. Lo, this is the Prophets firfl argument againrt 
Polygamy : it is treachery againrt both God , w ho is deeply incerelfed in the mar¬ 
riage-covenant, and againrt the true wife , who is hereby extremely defrauded, 
and defeated. Follows now the fecond : 

yet fi>e is thy companion 2 thy compeer, and copartner, thy confort, and fellow- 
friend, fuch another as thy fclf (lb the woman is called. Gin. 2. 18.) a fecond- 
feif, a mate meet for thee, a piece fo jurt cutout for thee, as anfwcreth thee right¬ 
ly in every point, in every joynt. A wife is not a Have, ( faith One ) but a com¬ 
panion : a yoke-fellow, (landing on even ground with thee, though drawing on 
the left fide. From the left fide ( fay fome ) flic was taken where the heart is, to 
teach, that hearty love fliould be betwixt married couples. Made fhe was of a 
rib, a bone of the fide; not of the head, ( the wife muft not nfurp authority over 
her husband ) nor yet of the foot, fhe may not be trampled upon, or difregarded 
as an underling. A bone, not of any anterior part; fhe is not jr.il.ua, preferred 
before the man : neither yet of any hinder-part, fhe is not poflpofta , fet behind 
the man.- but a bone of the fide, of the middle, of the indifferent part, to (heiv 
that fhe is thy companion and the wife of thy covenant. A bone fhe is from under 
, the arm : to putman in mind of protection, and defence to the woman. A bone, 
not far from his heart; to put him in mind ofdilertion and love to the woman. 
Neither can the rib challenge any more of her, then the earth can do of him. And 
as he was ignorant when himfelf was made, fo he knew as little when his fecond-Jelf 
was made out of him both that the comfort might be greater then was expected; 
as alfo that he might not upbraid hi's wife with any great dependance or obligation; 
he neither willing the work, nor fuffering any pain to have it done. Shine flic muft 
with the beams of her husband.- Share fhe murt with him, in his maftcrly govern¬ 
ment of the family, as Sarah did with Abraham by Gods allowance, Gen. 1 6. and 
as the Roman Ladies were wont to fay to their husbands, Obi tu Cains, ibt ego Cant, 
where you are Lord, I am Lady. That over-lordly carriage of husbands towards 
their wives, and that ufage of them as drudges, is condemned by the Heathen Phi- 
lofophers, in che very Barbarians themfelvcs, as a great ataxy, anddiforder in the 
family. 

and the wife of thy covenant 2 And is it nothing to be a covenant-breaker with a 

wife; efpecially where God alfo is ingaged, as above faid ? fa’dus t 4 mToidtr^. 


CriAF.i. the Trophecie of Malachy. 

•wxsk, ab cadem radtcc , perform your trull, makegood the troth you have plighted. 
Otherwife, if the fruits of the flefh grow out of the crees of your hearts, lurely, SerofRep 
furely, faith Mailer Bradford Martyr, the devil is at innc with you: you arc his birds , p,?o. 
whom when he hath well j cd , he will broach you, and eat you , chaw you, and champ yon 
world without end, in etemail wo and mifcry. 

Vcrfe 1?. And did not he make one 2 Another forcible argument againft Poly¬ 
gamy, and adultery. See our Saviours explanation of it, Mat. 19.4, 5,6. with 
the Notes there. The onely wife God made but one woman for one man at the firfl 
creation: and ordained that tho fa two (kould be one flefh, two in one flefti, nor three, 
or four, or as many wives as a man is able to maintain, as among the Turks, who(as 
a juft hand of God upon them ) are grievoully vexed with jcaloufie, not fuffering 
their women to go to Church : nor fo much as look out at their own windows : Or : 
if they go abroad upon any occafion, they murt go muffled, all but the eyes. 

Sardus tells us, that che old Brittains would ten or twelve of them cake one woman 

ro wife. Belike women were rare commodities with them. As likewife men were in 

Judaea, when [even women too f hold of one man, faying, We will cat our own bread, 

and wear our own apparrel: onely let us be called by thy n ami,to taky Away our reproach , * 

EJ'ay 4. 1. That is, we will maintain our felves and thee : onely be thou an husband 

to us, and let us have children by thee. 

yet had he the ref due of the ffirit} Or, breath: fo chat he could as eafily have 
made more, and breathed into their faces the breach of life. And although it is not 
faid of the woman, that God breathed into her the breath of life, as of Adam, 

( whence TcnnlU.vi concludes, chat (lie had both body and foul too from Adam) 
yet Aufim rightly ga there th, that their fouls were both alike imbreathed by God: , o.Libfup, 
Otherwife, the fuipture would not have been fiientin it, no more then it is in the Gencj'. 
new manner of the creation of her body. Thence alfo it is that Adamfaidi not. 


This is foul of my foul, but bone of my bone, and flefh of my flefh, Gen. 2. 23. 

Souls are not propagated by che Parents, but created of God, and joined to the bo¬ 
dy, by an occult operation, Auguftine following Origen , held che contrary for a 
Jong time. At length he began to doubt, and after a while changed his opinion: 

Hierom ftoutly defending the contrary againrt him : Anfi otic alfo underftood the 
tFUth hereof, and concluded, that the foul was divine, and came from above: and. 
though of nothing, yet is it made a matter more excellent then the matter of the 
heavens, in nature not inferiour to the Angels. An abridgement it is of the invifi- mydvat ko.1 
ble world, as the body is of the vifiblc. And why may we not lay, that the foul as ^ 
it came from God, being divin* particttU aura, foie is like him ? One,inimateriall, V fa‘gen antin*' 
immortall, underftanding fpirit, diftinguifhc into three powers, which all make up 
one Spirit. In this refpeft it is faid, Gen. 9. 6. that in the image of God made he 
. man. There is a double image of God in the foul. One in the Jubilance of it: this 
is never loft, and of this that text is to be underftood. The ocher is the fupernatu- 
rall grace, which is an image of the knowledge, holinefle, and righceoufneffe of 
God, and this is utterly loft, and muft be recovered. This the ancient Heathens 
hammered at, when they fained that the foul once had v/ings: but, thofe being bro¬ 
ken, it fell headlong into the body-; where when it hath recovered it*s wings, it flies 
up to heaven again. That was very good counfell given by a godly man to his 
/ friend, not to bufie his brains fo much in enquiring how the foul entred into the 
body, as how it may depart comfortably out of the body. And feeing the foul is 
more excellent then the body, (faith another grave Divine) like as Jacob laid his 
right hand upon the younger, but his left upon che elder, fo our bed care, and the 
ftrcngch of our thoughts lhould be for the foul, younger as much as it is, then the 
body ; they fhould be but left-hand thoughts for the body. 

and wherefore one? that he might feel^a godly feed 2 Heb. a feed of God: not a 
baftardly brood, a fpurious iflue, a Marnier, as the Hebrews call fuch, that is, tabes 
alien a, a ftrange blot, a feed of the adulterer and the whore , Efay 57.3. but fuch as 
God appointeth, and approveth, fuch as may be holy , with a Vederall holinefle at 
lead, if not fandtified from the womb, as fome have been, and are.: laftly, fuch as * Cor.7.14. 
in and by whom the Church and ‘religion may be propagated, and not idolatry 
fpread and incrcafed. 

therefore taly heed to your ffir it 2 that is, to your wife , which is the refidue of 
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your fpirit ; keep and cherifit her .• fo Remigtm and Lyra interpret it. Put they do 
better that expound it by that of Solomon , Keep thy heart with all diligence, prov. 4„ 
23 . and by that of the Apoftle, Mortific therefore your members which arc upon earth , 
fornication, uncleanncffe, inordinate ajfdhon, evilconcupifcence, &c. Col. 3.5. Tbefe 
are thofc that defile the man, Afat.i 5. 19, 20. Thefe make his heart a filthy dung¬ 
hill of all abominable luffs, and his life a long chain of finfull actions, a very con¬ 
tinued web of wickednefle, therefore take had to your fpirit s, that is, to your afFe- 
dions, keep thofe pure and chafte: abffain from "flefhly luffs that fight againft the 
foul. Take heed where you fet gunpowder, fith fire is in your heart. Anflin thanks 
God that the heart and temptation did not meet together. Look well to the affe&i- 
, ons: for by thofe maids Satan woes the miftreffe. Look to the cinque-ports, the five 
fenfes: fhut thofe windows chat death enter not in thereby. Take heed to thy 
fancy : we allow an horfc to prauncc and skip in a palfure ; which if he doth when 
backtby the rider, we count him an unruly and unbroken jade. So, howfoeverin 
other creatures we deny them not liberty of fancy, yet wee may not allow it in our . 
fclves, to frisk and rove at pleafure, but by reai'on bridle them, and fet them their 
bounds that they (hall not paffe. T he Lord quieteth the fen, and turns thefforme 
into a catme, c Pfal. 107. 29. If then the voluptuous humours in our body (which is 
but as a cup made of the husk of an acorne in refped of the Sea ) will not be paci¬ 
fied when the Lord faith unto them. Be fiill , every drop of water in the fea will wit- 
neffc of our rebellion and difobcdience. 

and let none deal 1 rear heron fly ag. tirfi the wife of his youth J He had convinced 
them of this Urine before, verfe 14. Now he admonifheth them to abrenouncc and 
abandon it. Lo this is the true method and manner of proceeding, in adminiftring 
admonitions. The judgement muff be convinced, ere chc a fieri ions can be wrought 
ro any thing: like as in the law, the lamps were firlf lighted, before the incenfe was 
burned : Virft,know thine iniquity, and then turn from it, Jer. 3. 13,14. Exhor¬ 
tation is the end of doctrine, fcicnce of confcience, reformation of information, 
converfion of conviftion: and wo be to thofe chat being convinced, or reproved 
for their fiults, get the bit between the teeth, as it were, and run away with their 
rider, when I would have healed Spire aim, then his iniquity brake out (as if it were to 
•crofic me ) like the leprofie in his forehead, Ilof. 7. 1. what can Inch fturdy rebels 
expeft better, then that God fhould rcfolve, as £*,^.24. 15. as if he fisuuld fay, 
Thou (halt have thy will,but then I will have mine too : i fliall take another courie 
with chce,fith thou refufefi: to be reformed,bated to be healed : thoufiialt pineaway 
, in thine iniquities, Levit.26. 39. O fearfull! 

Keefe 16. For the Lord the God of Jfrael Jai:h, that he hat ah putting away [] Hcb. 
Put away, q.d. God hates that f Put her away , Put her away , that is fo much in your 
mouthes. for, becaufe you are juftly reproved for Polygamy, for keeping two 
wives, you think to mend that fault by putting away your old ones, and plead you 
may do it by a law, licenfing divorces. But the Lord would ye fhould know, tbathe 
hates fuch your pradifes .• and the rather becaufe you malicioufly abufe his law, as a 
cloke of your wickedncfie. Divorce is a thing that Gods foul hatetb, unleffe it bee 
in cafe of adultery, ( which breaks the marriage knot) and malicious perpctuall de- 
fertion. This laft was the cafe of that noble Italian convert. Gale an us ( aracciohu 
Marqueffeof Kuo (as is to be feen in his life, written by my much honoured brother, 
Mr. Samuel Clark., inthefecond part of his Marrow of Ecclejiaftieall hiflory, pag. 
101.) who by the content of Mr. C alvin , Peter Jllarryr , and other learned Di¬ 
vines ( who met and ferioufly debated the cafe ) fued out a divorce againfthis for¬ 
mer wife, who had firft malicioufly deferced him, and had it legally by the Magi- 
ftrate at Geneva granted unto him: after which he married another, ylnno 1560. 
The Civill Law of the Empire permitted divorce for diverfe ether caufes. And 
thefe Jews, for every light caufe (if but a blemifh in the body, or crookednefTe of 
manners ) pretending to hate their wives, would write them a Bill of divorce, and 
turn them off. Our Saviour deals againft this, A'Ltuh. 5. and 18. See the Notes 
there. This finne was alfo rife among both the Athenians ( who were wont to put 
away their wives upon difeoncent, or hope of 1 greater portions,, &c.) and the Ro¬ 
mans, wliofe Abfceflionale, or Writ of divorce was this onely, Res mat tibi habeto\ 
Take what is thine, and be gone. It is ordinary alfo among the Mahometans: But 

the 
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the Lord God of Jfrael faith here, that Jie hatech it: and it appeared) fo by his 
pracHife to his Spoufe the Church. See Jer. 3 .1. Joh.i 3. 1. and then fay, that 
Gods mercy is match lefTe ; and that he takes not advantages again ft his revolting 
people, but follows them with his favour: no otherwife then as when a man «oes 
from the Sun, yet the Sun-beams follow him, fhine upon him, warm him, & &c. 

Zanchy ( and lome othei s) reads the text thus, if thou hate fiber, put her away in 
that difeourfe of divorces, which he wrote upon occasion of Andreas P/xzardus 
his divorce, as indeed agreeing beftwith the matter he undertook to defcndT But 
in another book of his he utterly diflikech the doings of Luther and fome'other 
Dutch Divines, whoadvifed Philip , Lantgraveof Belle to marry,’ alteram hoc eft 
adulterant, his former law full wife being yet alive. An hbifhop’ Griudall ’by cun- EplJTdi ' dlt ' 
ning praAifes of his adverfaries, Leicefler and others,loft Queen Elizabeths favour Comb. FJhab. 
as if he favoured Prophccyings, &c. but in “truth, becaufe he had condemned an ArfKfcil W 
unlawfull marriage of Julio an Italian Phvfician with another mans wife whildt A . hb ° rS:,, . r f> 
Leicefler in vain oppofed againft his proceedings therein. 7 f-ace for * ". 

for one coveresh violence with his garment J This Text had been eafie, had not r-ofing Stm-~ 
Commcntatours ( the Hebrew Doftours efpeciaily ) made it knotty. ‘fljbbi David ,T!e 'ft ts:llho1 - 
in opening of it, olfamor vtdttur, quam ipfa verba qua explicate conatur feat's n . d . ,m . Tch 
to be more obfeure tlien the words themfelvcs which heimdertaketii to open • faith Cranfdf co r 
Figueir, who alio rccitetli the expofitionsof fcverall Rabbines. Concerning which' Kiicx. 

1 may fay as One did once, when being asked by another, whether he fhould read 
fuch a Comment upon Ar.fotlc ? anfwcrcd. Yes; when An flu tic is underftood 
then read the Comment. The plain fence is this : Thefe wicked Jews pretended 
the Law of God, as a cloke and cover of their finne, that it might be no finne to 
them. And though the Lord had protcited to hate rheir divorces,-yet they pleaded 
J know not what liberty permitted them by Mojes • but this was but a politikeco 
vertureof iniquity, Mat. 18. 8,9. The like hereunto was the fin of Sty/ 1 y.,,. 

15. of Jezabel, 1 Kmg. 21. 13. of thofe Jews, Joh. 19.7. of thofe Libertines^* 

Pet. 2. Jam. 2. 8,9. of all Hcretikcs, that plead Scripture for their herefies • and 
feme others impudently impious, who left they fhould feem to be mad without rn 
fon abufe Gods holy word to the defence of their unreafonableand irreiinious rr -I 
Aifes. Thefe mens judgement now of a long time lingered) not, and their dam- ' 
nation fleepeth not, 2 ' r Pct. 2, 3. 

therefore take. heed, to your spirit ] A repetition of the dJmrtarion : of which 
fee verfe 16. Good things muft he often inculcated, Phil. 3.1. one exhortation 
muft peg in another, till they frick in our fouls, as forked arrows in the fldh V[ cn 
do not ufe to lay ointments onely upon their lame limbos, but rub them, and chafe 
them in ; fo here. Anflin perfwadcs the Preacher, fo long to infift upon a neccffa- 
ry point, till by the gefture and countenance of the hearers he percciveth that they f 
underftand and relifti it. (fbnfofiomc being asked by his people, when lie would 
give over preaching againft fwearing? anfivered, Never rill you leave vour 
fwcaring. 

Verfe 17. Te have weaned the Lord with your words'] Laborarc fc< Domt-’-r’ 
fo the Vulgar renders it. Ye have put the Lord to pain, as it were • ve have even 
tired out his patience, whileft yce have made him so ferve with r vtr ^an l 

have wearied him with your iniquities, Efay 43. 24. I have long rime holder, my peace 
I have been flill and refrained my felf, faith the Lord : NoVe wifi / cry like a r/fv'dirl Efjv j-’ 11 
woman, that hath long time bitten in her pain, l will dejh, » y and devour at l;^. * "* ** 

God can bear and forbear as well as any other: who is a God lil^e unto thee far tf-i 
faith Alicah , chap. 7.17 > Were the- patienteft man upon earth m Gods room but 
fora very (hortfpace, to fee and hear the provocations, and indignities dailv done 
unto him by the finfull fonnes of men, he would foon be weary of it he would 
quickly make a (hart work, upon the earth , Rom. 9. 28. it would trouble his patience 
to ipread out his hands all a day long to a rebellious people Efay 6s to mvc 
forty dayes refpite to Nineveh that bloody city, full of lies ahd’robbery JSTalym % 1. 
to be grieved fourty yeers long with a perverfe people, and to fuffer their evil man- 
ners in the wildernefTe, Atts x 3-18. to bear four hundred years with thofe wretch¬ 
ed Amorites, who had filled the land from one end to tbs other, with their abomm ibK B „ 
uncle anneffes, Ezra9.11. In the fourth of £c^c/God is brought in as lying upon 4-5,5 • 
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h.s eft fide for three hundred and ninety years.- a long while to lie on one tide 
without turning on the other) and all to fee forth his long-fufferance. Our ea? 
tells us, that hee is patient even ad „/ 7 *e, toward the wicked - he 

bears till he can bear no longer. See the like Aw.,. 12. and the reafon. Ram % f 
and the .11 ufe that is made ot ,c Ecchf. 8. n.ta, ,3. till they tire out hTm'rhl 
is indefatigable, Jcr. r 5 . 6 . and make him 4 r'pem.J. But is fife 
courfe they take? D.rhcyfrw.ks the L„i t.JJhi Are Lr flron J ,,,* £, 

Hear ye m „, Oh.fi of David: Is „ afmM,Img for yoaio deary J ya 

■seMsoeapmy Godaifo? Efijj i 3 Will he not put an end to his abufcd patience 
that aft.ee (as Mofe, hath ,t j aftuall and aftive juffice may take place J 

God tn£e,rf/WK faid to fit upon a throne, to (hew hisflownelfe: butthis fkroM 
hath wings to (hew h.s fwiftnelTe to come, if need require. His patience oaS 
along as a pleafant river. But.f men flop the courfe of it by their bUfph™i« m,d 
contumelies as here, and preffe him with their provocations, as a cart thaGs load™ 
with (heaves, ^,. 2.1;. God will furely have his full blow at them « , 4 

Aow.2.4. Heb. 12. 29. > 

with roar words-] that is with your continuall contentions and quiblincs • or 
w.th thofe enfuing words blafphemous enough, and Athcifricall: together wkh 
your bold juftification of them : yet yefty , wherein, & c . S net WIIh 

when ye fay, every one that doth evil, t^c.S Aclf rhev fbnnM r> a , 

not but profpereth the wicked: therefore he loved! and favoured? 
ter men. Job Jeremy, and David were once, for a fit, in the fame errou^bc t foo„ 
recanted it when once the waters of the Sanduary had cured their eye-finh PM 
73 -i 7 - for fuch are fand-blind, and cannot fee far off z Pet i o } £3 j 

,, ZZ hCr \ i ■ 1 .«• d - No whe ’ rc: eitl wr there is no God : or 

at leaft, not a God of that exad, preede, impartial! judgement ( fi» b in 

there is in the Heb.) Diagoras turned A chei ft, becaufe hisadverfary that had robbed 
him was not prefently thunder-ftruck. The like is recorded of 'Porphyry I -‘air 
Averrots , and others. See the Notes, on chap. 3. 14,15. J ’ 


CHAP. III. 

I# T YEhold, I w/ll fend my meffngcr ] It is well obferved by the learned 
. „ r . that this whole Prophecy of Malachy, though diftinguifhed fas now) 
into feverall Chapters, yet is but one entire Sermon, at once delivered. Thofe Athe¬ 
ns that asked in the precedent verfe, ( and they did it with an too, that they 

u here " lhe t God »f t are here fully an feS 

and that they might the better attend, they have it with a note of pregnancy Be- 
hold, I willfend, &c. q. d. diftertitr quidem : udiaum (ednon aufenur. Tandem ve- 
met project 0 veniet. Judgement comes not fo foon as you call for it: burcomeit 
will, befureiCwiH. For behold, I fend ( in the prefent tenfc ) my mefelZthl 

Pnnce ’ wh0 reformed 
reftific all diforders. tor judgement i kith He, come I into the world, that theyM 
fee not might fee, and that they which fee, might be nude blind,]oh. And din 

you that call for judgement fliall have enough of it: when ye fee my MeflenPer* 
harbinger, or herald know that I am hard at hand. Beheld, this is fer here J±c 
found of a trumpet before fome Proclamat.on, to aroufe mens attention. 
f* W ‘ r l end ^ *1 eb * Ido fa j, or, am fading: though the thing was not done till 
four or five hundred yems after : but in Gods purpofe and peomife itwssadouc 
tbng already. All things are prefent with him, for he is a pure aft, his whole 
efler.ee is wholly an eye , or a mind : he is all things eminently, exemplarijy, and 
con ams all things in himfelf. Hence he knows temporall things after an e tern all 

SnM nCr, u 1 UCab i, C chl " 8 V m f utab, V» contingent things infallibly, future things pre¬ 
sently. Hence he calleth things that yet are nor, as if they were, ^.4.17. and 

mf»nV of Rcnovacion > Rcfurreftion, fo in the accompli^ 

ment of his proraifcs, which we muff not antedate, as we are apt to do j bur learn 
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to live by faith, IJab. 2. 2. Pofiibly the Kalendar of heaven hath a poft-datc to 
ours. .Strive to be ftrong in faith, and glorifie God. 

ray mcjfearcr \ Not Chriff, as Enfcbnis doated: nor Vefiias the fonne of J fepl ;, 
that is, of the tribe of Jofeph, as Rabbi Abraham would have it. ( for the Jews 
foolifhly exped: two Meftias’s, one the tonne of David, and the other the fonne of 
Jofeph ) Nor an Angel of heaven, as Rabbi David interprets it, according to lixod- 
23.20. Rut John Baptijr, as our Saviour expounds himfelf, Mat.\ 1. 10. who is 
here called Chrifts Meflcngcr, or Angel, by reafon of his office : one, by whom 
he would manifeft his mind to his people- lie was a burning and a fhininghirhi , or 
bn/p, and fhonefor a feafon, till the Sun of righteoufnefle came in place: as lights 
and candles are of good ufe till the Sun rifctli. See 1 Sam. 3.3. 

and he (hall prepare the way \ Exptt gabir, Everret, emtmd tbit. He (hall dear the 
way, fwcep it, accoutre, or drefie it. He {hall remove all rubs, and remoras out of 
the way, he (hall pare and pave a path for Chriff into the foul, open thofe eier- 
hfiing doors that the king of glory may come in, he fhall make ready a people for tie 
lord . Luke 1.17. Mans heart is full of mountains and vallies, Lake 3. ^. Thcfe 
muff be levelled, ere Chriff can be admitted : and that's not done but by rcpanay.es 
untol/jc. As John Bapttfl wa9 Chriffsfore-runner into the world ; fo mulirepcn- 
tance be his fore-runner into the heart: for he that repenteth not, the kingdom of 
heaven is far from him : fo he that cannot fee it (as the Hebrew word here ufed im¬ 
ports he mult do ) for his luffs that hang in his light. 

and the Lord whom ye feekf] Dominator, that Lord Paramount of whom David 
fpeaketh, PJ tl no. 1. and for whofefakc Daniel defireth to be heard, chap. 9. 17. 
Mcffiah the Prince ,ve>fe the Prince ard Saviour, Ait. 5. 3 1. Lord and Chriff, 

Aits 2.36. the God of judgement, whom they culled for, Mali. 17. and whom 
they are laid to feel ^ for. As God he is not very far from any one of us, faith Paul 
Ails 17.27. not fo far as the bark is from the tree j for in him wc all live, and move, 
and fubfilt. And as God-Man he (hall ftddenfy come to his Temple | fodderly, 
that is, in the fulnejfe of timc,( which is but a fhort time in refpeft of die long ex¬ 
pectation of the Patriarches ) and fpccdily after John Bapttfts birth ; foddenly alfo, 
becaufe unexpectedly tothemoff, who (food amazed ar his preaching, and faid. 
Whence hath t his man this wtfdom, and thcfe mighty v’orkj ? Is not this the carpenter, 
&c ? To his Temple he came, when prefented there to be circumcifed,L.v% 2! when 
he put forth a beam of his Divinity there, in his deputation with the DoCtours, 
verje 4<5. But especially when he purged the Temple : 1. By his DoCtrine, Matt. 
5. and 15. and 2. By his Difcipline, Joh 2. 14,1 5, 1 6. and 12.12. at which 
time, Tell ye the daughter of Zton, faith God, Behold, thy kjtg comctb unto thee, 
mccl^and fitting upon an ajje, &c. Not upon a ftately palfrey, as an earthly Poten¬ 
tate. And thac was the very caufc, that thcfe in the text that are faid to fee ■ him, 
when they had him amongftthem, could by no means think well of him in refpeft 
of his mean and defpicable condition. They had a certain notion of the Mclliah.- 
and were in expedition of him, and of temporall deliveranceand felicity by HWbi. 
Of which, when difappointed, they were as blank, as when they faw the hoped iffue 
of their lace Jewifh Virgin turned to a daughter: or as when they faw Mahomet cat 
of acamell; whom till then,when they faw him arifing in fuch powetr,hey were rea¬ 
dy to cry up for their long looked-for Mefiiah. 

even the mejfenger of the Covenant ] viz., of the covenant of grace: for in Chrift 
God reconciled the world to himfelf. ’And of this covenant Chrilt is the Angel, or 
Mejfenger, becaufe 1. He revealcth if, and we mufi: take heed how we (light it, 
Heb. 2)3. fhift it, Heb. 12*25. z% He mediateth it, ilint.i. 5. andin,andby 
him it hath accomplifhment, 2 Cor. 1.20. Hence Efiy 9. 6. he is called the Prince 
of peace, and ( according to the Septuagint there ) the Angel of the great (fonnfrf. 
Let all that would receive mercy from God, get into Chrift, and fo into Covenant 
For as the Mercy-feat was no larger then the Ark, fo neither is the grace of God, 
then the covenant of grace: And as the Ark and Mercy-feat were never feparated, 
fo neither arc fuch from God, as are found in Chrift. 

whom yc delight in ] They delighted in his day (the better fort of them ) though 
afar off, Joh. 8. %6. they faluced him, and were rdaluted by him, Ileb. 11. 13. 
They promifed themfelves through Chrift malorv.m adempticncm , bonorv.m adept/- 
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wfw, freedom from all evil, and fruition of all good. Hence he is called, tkcdc- 
firc of all Nations, Hag. 2. 8. The Church in th c Canticles, faith he is tot ns defrdc- 
rabilis , altogether definable, chap. 5. ib. 'I he Church in Efay defires him with her 
whole foul, chap. 26. 9. and chap. 6. i. t 1. as impatient of further delayes, crieth 
out. Oh th-t thouwoitldcfircnt the heavens, and comedown , that the mountains miqht 
]lo\i> down at thy pnfcncc. Drop down ye heavens from above, and let the skies pour 
aownrighteonjnejfr : Let the earth open, and let them bring forth falvation, die. chap. 
4y- 8. l.o what earneft pantings and inquietations were in thofe ancient beleevers 
after Chrift, what continuall Tallies, as it were, and egrefiions of affedion. 

behold, he (hall come 1 He fhall, he fhall: 'nay he is even come already : for fo the 
Hebrew hath it, Hmnch ba, behold, he is come: me-thinks I even fee him. A like 
text there is, Ilab. fr. 2.$. The duty required is. Wait: che promife is delivered 
doubled, and trebled: h (kali sjeafr, it will come, it will furely come. Nay doubled 
again. It {hall not lie, it will not t.vrry. It is as if God had fai'd. Do but wait, and 
you iliall be delivered, you (hall be delivered, you fhall be delivered ; you fhall, you 
fhall. Oh the Rhetorikeof God ! oh the certainty of the promifes! A Lapide 
his Note is not here to be pafTed by. This word Behold, fignifieth that this com- 
mingof Chrift in che flefh, fhould be 1. New, admirable, and ftupendious*. 
2. Sure and certain. 3. Definable, and joy full. 4. 1 amous and renowned. 

fanh:he Lord of JJofhs [] And that's aflurance good enough : for hath he faid it v 
and fliall lie not do it ? Here is firm footing for faith : and men are bound to reft 
in Gods Jpfi dixit. Abraham did, and required no other evidence, %om. 4. He 
cared not Tor the deadnefle of his own body, or of his wives womb. He flaaoered 
not at the promife of God through mbelecf dec. No more mull we, if we will betieirr 
of the world, with faithfull Abraham. Gods truth and power are the Jachm and 
» ltoz.cz,, the two pillars whereupon faith muff rcpr.fe : belte-dr-g God upon his bare 
word, and that againft fenfein things invifible, and agamft rcafon, in things in¬ 
credible. 

Verfe 2. But who may abide the day of his coming?'} The Prophet Ffiy asketb 
tvholhal! declare his generation? that is, che my fiery of his incarnation, (that ha¬ 
bit, tt to Dei cum came, which the Magicians held impofiiblc) or the hilfory of his 
birth, life, and death ( as fome fence it) whofe tongue fhall be able to fpeaic it. or 
pen to write it ? Who can think of the day of his coming? fo the Vulgar reads 
this text: viz* of all che glory", graces, benefits of that day ? But the Hebrew word 
is the fame, as Prov. ib. 14* ‘The fpmt of a man will fttftam his i- firnsity: andisfo 
rendred here by the Chaldee and Kimchi. Who can fuflaur, or abide che day of his 
coming, fc. in the fiefh ? What wicked man will be able toendre it ? for he fhail 
frfite the earth with the rod of his mouth, (that is, the conferences of carnall mea 
glued to the earth ) and with the breath of his lips frail he flat the wicked, Efiy 11.4. 
And this is fpoken of the Branch that grew out of the root of Jeffl,verf.t. when 
thjUgoodly family was funk fo low, as from David the king, t oj fcph the Carpen¬ 
ter. With what cerrour ftruck he the hearts of Herod, and all jerufalem by the 
news of his nativity 7 ? JHat. 2. 3. And fr prafepe vagientis Ilcrodcm t ant am ter- 
\ ruir, quid tribunal pdicantis ? If Chrift in the cradle were fo terrible, what will he 
be on the 1 ribunall ? The Text that troubled thofe mifereants, was Mtc. 5. 2. 
which fome ( taking tfagmr in the Neuter Gender ) render thus: And thou Beth¬ 
lehem Ephr.ita , it is a /mall thing to be among tits Princes of Judah : out of thee (hall 
cornea ruler, &c. Tlju, Herodzx\<X his complices could not hear of without liorrour; 
as neither could that other Herod, of the fame of (Imp mighty works, Matt. 14. 
1, 2. fuch a giimpfe of Divine glory {hone in them. 7 he fnners in Zion are afraid: 
fearfulnejfe furpnzab the hypocrites: and they run as farre, and as faft as they can 
from Chrift, with thefc frightful! words in their mouthes. who amongst us frail 
dwell with the devouring fire ? who {hall abide with the everlaflina bnrmn*s ? The 
Ruffianly fouldiers were flung flat on their backs, when he faid no more but, lam 
t he, Joh. t8. 6 . Outd autem ludicaenrus facte:, qni ■udicandtis hue fecit? What 
will he do when he comes to judgement, who was thus teriible now that he waste 
be judged ? Oh that the terrour of the Lord might perfwade people to forfakc 
their fins, and to kiffe the Son, left he be angry. Though a lamb, he can be terrible 
to the kings of the earth: and though he break not the bruifed reed, Matth. 12,20. 

yet 
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yet his enemies lie will break with a rod of iron and dalb TT”- 

rers vdfcU. He wife now therefore, O ye ’ %"*** J *?' 

Sun Moon, and eleven Starrcs in Jtfcpbt vifion, did obcVfante M him oH T- 
louls, bodies, all our temporall, natural), morall, and ii-imuall abihti’es be'-1 ii 
comfort ' ,Vira t0 ^ Bre <“T* '• ^ Mm in.the face wi'ii 

and who frill (land when he at'pc.rrtth ? T -Keb. at the FoUt Ala - r • - 

■ that Chrift coming to help usindiftrefTc, for the wantof ex^rnall rrTiT^r’ 

Ordinances and worldly glory in bis Minifters, and m cm ben, and fiflidow 
or humane hloquence in his Dodrines, is defpiled by thofe that form inJ ?,- 
to chemlelves a Chrift hke to the mighty Monarchs of the earth- like as T 
gefrlaus King of Spartans, coming to help the King of I> V ot \^LTl 
in chat countrey lor ins mean habit, and contemptible of-c/ide B , ! f ho 
Centurion were worthy of refped, bccaufe he hr cd the Ih' J k’ / * ! ? 

built* them a Synagogie - Shill not Chrift muchmo^ c 
Kings of the earthy fith hec loved us 3 and wdlwd us v-rh i,?.l V‘, f \ 

hath made us kings and priefls unto God and Ills i athcV, Rev! ? ^ 6 J Tv 
whom dfb ee is made T ° us, rightroufreifr, (impututively) wifiL )U^- 

7 ; t r d 

bimr^tiwr ^d lc,n p ,ikc .T Rw - ,5 - w - 

bottle can ft.i nd before a Cannon lhot. O tome'Jet ttsVc-If? a tl,cn a S ! - lfie 

:fssp sfirstfi-.Ta ^ 

a K ; 0; M ot milenes have the refraflary Jews luffercd and do vn' r 5 ' 

n^Te 2 a n Tr J « r “ 5? lb *y h»vo known out of thei Vab’ilfn 
( belides D ' feventy weeks, and other Scriprure-evidmccs) Jhat the m iSt 

was amongft them : for it is there ex preffeiv reorded Hr i i ii ' 

• in the tunc of ILHds difiiplcs: one of whom wasT tl e ■ !’I f ,,ou,u rora J n.ie Wzltohn. 
the child Jclus in his arms: who alfo foretold chat chat chid 

and nf.nz a? am of n: 'vv in ll\- ,r* ■ r . r 1 , ■! ■ U}c ' 

tlfhtl 4m "3 ‘T \ K ¥ ! f Anfto the fune “ ** 

Et r..f' Lucbcf «'*ethem both, Our Prophet here. ‘ 

. °f bf ts fi.tc arcfncrs fre \ Intimating, that the times of the M-finh u-ou'l |,« 

Srtaaa^ 

be called N.idib, the vile perf, m liberal!, tlw clr<rH bo-m-FA i 7 

good people fhould be difccrncd,and honoured ; hypocrites'deeded" *and dTeft-T 

tZ‘ f ,lK helh ’ n, } Pet. i. 22 . So that they fliall he united to f,4~ and ic-arf 
ted from finners. birc.weknow; fc... .. ‘"'B 

what fellowfliip hath light with darkneJfe ? 1 he ipiric of ChniV called Tf ' 

Hereof theVnidefl 

** d ^ am V * n thc * ■■ *»d that though their fJs were at fra: bt'iNyf^i i ' 
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be white.-.;June : though ridliky irimfou, tiny fbouldbe as ivcoll vcrfeio. Fallen 
5 p-nam. A;-''' ^ hp"-r -<"s lomc render it) is of lingular ufic to fetell cut ftainsand jp u j« 

1 uie rim. hb. a.,d cc> -• Inter, -vooil: Ho ( much more ) is the blood and fpiric of Cluj ft, to whi- 

1 ten iiijiuli i( , and to make men his Candidates. Such were thofc Corinthians 

1 6 ‘ !1 i Fn.h were fome of you, ( that is, as had as bad might be, lepers ail 

over } but yr m- Wtihcdfc. by that fuller of foules Chrift JcCiis'And if any a?Ic, 
How wnfhed ? Jt foljowc-', busyc art faachfi-.d, but ye are ;*fiifiea;r :hc ,um! 
t!wt is, by the merit of the Lord Jefus, and by the fpirit of o:tr God. The Jews in 
Sinhedivn- 1 heir Talmud Ivuv.mcr at this, when they queftic n. What is rbe ■ \ Mcffi- 

as ? Their anUycr is Hbevafa Leprous ( fc. by imputaLion 2 CV. c. ;o. Efay 
jHguft.ik 5 ?* 6 ' whence alfo he is laid by one to be Maximus percAtonem. rhe eateft of 

nfiu»i tinners ) and n<; ficteth among the poor in the gates of Rome, ca- t.T ir ficlc- 

tivuiLHaftl, ’idles, according to rhat, Himfelf tool^our infirmities , a-:a bore j-v. •• intjfes. 

i here are two ih-ngs in guilt. 1. The merit and delcrtof it -hi, L r\vt* rook 
not. 2. The obligation to punilhinenc: this he took, audio he became ( T.- that 
i; > bound to the punifhrnent of fin : which alio he futiered even to the 'Jl ,lion of 
his blood (that nue Fatimas, or rather Jordan ) whereby he hath clearned hi- peo¬ 
ple from fms both guilunefle and fililiincfle. We have mv-tCevare frames, which 
, will hardly he got out till the cloth be aHmofti iib’d to piece - : ct /ri-’-1* 1 leaves 

- r -» fo dale to us, that fire and fullers fopc is but needtull to fetch it oft! Nature and 

cuftornc have made our fpors like iliac of the Leopard, which no. art can cure, no 
u utor wail 1 oft ; becaulc they are not in the ‘kin only, but in the fiefh and bones, 
ni tne .inew.i and in the moll inner parts. Hence \David praycth again and again to 
o: wDiii.-dthorowly, to be purged with hyflTop, to be walked and wrung in this 
ndiei s (one wf- Ckriits blood, and with the clean water of his holy fpirit. This is 
the only true Purgatory, the Kings-bath, the fountain opened for fin and for nn- 
cieanndlc Z.uh. 13.1. Here Chrift wafiieth his, not only from outward defile¬ 
ment , but from their fwinifii nature: that when walhed dean they may nor, 
i a '' . cllc thc V would ) wallow in the next guzzle. Here are thole feveraign mun- 
uifying waters of the Sanftuary, which lo wa(h eft the corruption of the ulcer, 
thac tney cool the heat, and flay the Iprcd of the infedion : and by degrees heul 
the fame. Hither poor tinners need not come as to die poole of Ccihefda one by 
one, but, as Turks to their Mahomet, Papifis to their Lady, by troops and Cara- 
vans, true Chriftiansto their All-fuUkicnc Saviour, how mu-.h more? in that 
ftinerar. poole of Bethelda, thcPricfts uled ro u afh their ft orifices • becaulc no unclean 
Scrip, iag.20. th ‘ n S ra’-gnt co ™ within the Temple. The wafer was of'reduilh colour,and ran 
into that place m great abundance; and therefore it was tailed filch One, the houfe 
°l 4 “J iati ' 1 bis fhadowed out, that every of Chrifts ihccu mull be wafhed in the 
poole oi his blood, before they can be meet Cic ifires, offeri.^ ante the Lordin 

rigbteoufncfie , as it is in the next vcvfe. Ocher blood Haines what.is wafted 
' in if: this blood of the fpotleffc lambc whitencth as fullers liuv and purifieth 
from all pollution of flefti and fpirit Rev. 7. 14. This is he chat came 

by water and blood, even Jefus Chrift: uot by water cm!</ but by water and blood 
1 ^ ?* TIlC l>ric ? s the old law were confecraced fit ft with oyle,and then 

With bio .>d: So was Chrift, firft with tJje foi 'it Efa. 6 1. 1. and then with his 
own blood for our benefit. 

Verfii. And he Jh ad ft as a refiner" i. e. he fiiall ftick to the work, and not, 
ftarc from it, till he bring forth judgement to ritlory Mat. \ 2.' 20. r.hat is, till be¬ 
have perfefted the work of grace begun in his people, t for he is Authmr arJfi- 
nifher of tnetr faith Heb. 12. 2. ) and by patience, v .,a dr th ;ru vt ^ U ft and entire , 
wanting nothing, /am. 1.4. Chrift, who is the Gedtf ad fr.icc, a* A bath called 
f them to hts eternal! glory, will, after they have fxfrrj. afhJc, in bh fornace or 
nning-pot ( r Pre. iy 3. ) of afHidions, make tinra y.-rfd}, Jial: f‘. jlrcngtbcXp 
£ Cor. 9 »• fettle them 1 Pet. j. 10. yea make all grace to abound toward tb-ivi; that they 
a/tv ayes having all Jufjkkncj in all things may Mttr .,1 to every 1 work. for 
which holy purpofe, Chrift our Refiner hath his / 7 /e in Zion, aid Iju furnace in 
lernfaltm Jfai. 31. 9. his conflatorics, and his crucibles, wherein his third part 
being brought thorough the fire fhall be refined us fiver is rrfncd, and tried as gold 
is tried Z ach. 13, 9. that the triall of their faith ( who have 1-lortfidhim in the 

very 
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very fires Jfa. 24- * 5 - ) being much more precious then that of gold that peri/bethy 
may be found to praife and honour and glory 1 Pet. 1. 7. True gold will updereoe 
the ct iall of the feventh fire,which Alchy my gold will not- Chrift Jefus after thac 
he hath been to his people as a refiners fire , and fullers fope, that is, after that he 
hath /uftified, and fanftificd them alfo in fome part, will fit as a refiner send purifier 
•/ fiver, that is, he will be ferious, accurate, and arduous in fcouring them from 
corruption by corrcption, in purging out the remnants of fin by afififtion fandli- 
fied. For by this fhall the iniquity of Jacob be purged, and this is all the fruit, to 
take array his fin, If a. 27. 9. Chrift hath bought off all our corruptions, redeem¬ 
ed us from all iniquity Tit. 2. 14. and God will have the price of Chrifts blood 
out.* what the word pur geth not, the rod muft ; like as what evill humours 
Summer purgeth not out by locating. Winter concocts by driving in the heat. 

.And as winter is of ufe for mellowing the ground, and for killing worms and 
1 weed &c. fo is the croffe fandified for quelling and killing flclhly lufts that fight 
againft the foul. He that holdi the winds in his fift, ftayes his rough wind, Efay 
27. 8. and lets out of his treafury fuch a windas fhall make his yong plants fruit- 
full, and blow away their unkindly bloflomes and leaves. Black fopc makes white 
cloih.s, if God fet in and fet it on with his battle-dore, as that Martyr phrafed it. 

, Fowl and ftained garments arc whitened and purified, by laying abroad in cold 
, frofty nights. Scouring and beating of them with a ftick, beats out the mothes 
and the duft: fo do arHidions, corruptions from the heart. Aloes kills wormes.- 
fo do bitter erodes crawling lufts. Rubarbe is full of choler, yet doth mightily 
purge tholer. Hemlock i> a deadly plant, yet the juyee applyed heales ignu facer 
and hot corroding ulcars : and much atfwagcth the inflammation of the eyes. The 
fling ofa fcorpion, though arrant poyfon, yet is an antidote again ft poyfon. No¬ 
thing is better to cure a Itprofie, then the drinking of that wine wherein a viper 
hach been drown'd. The viper (the head and tail being cut off) beaten and applied 
cures her own biting. Afflidion is in it felf an evill, a fruit of Gods wrath, and a 
pceceof thecurfe. Chrift alters the property to hi*, and makes one poifon an- 
. ti<jotary to another, and cures fccurity by milery : as Phy fitians oft cure a lethar- 
by a fever. Every afflidionfanftificd rubbs off fome ruft, melts offfonie drofle 
empties and evacuates fome fuperfluity of naughtineffc, ftrains out fome corrupti¬ 
on. hb 10. 10. Chrift ftraincs out our metes, whiles our hearts are powred 
out like milk, with grief and fear: he alfo keeps us from fetling on the lees, by 
emptying us from veflcl to veffel: ler. 48. 11. when as the wickeder/® 
changes, and therefore they fear not God : they come not in trouble like ocher pf a j 7 a ; - 
men, therefore they face the heavens, and their tongues walk thorough the earth : 7? * 

All chat are Chrifts people arefurcof fore and lharp afflidlions, fiery rryals and tri¬ 
bulations, piercing and prelfing erodes Efal. 34. 19. lam. 1. 2. Hcwillbcfure 
t to plow his own ground, whatfoever becomes of the waft j and to weed his own 
garden, though the reft of the world ftiould be let alone to grow wild. He will 
cad his purell r old into the fire of affliction;: but they fhall loft nothing by it. 

Gold cad into the fire wafteth not, call into the waccr rufteth not. No faint was 
ever rh.worfe for his fufferings, but the better: the lead that can come of it* 
is to do good duries with greater zeal, and larger affedion Efay 26. p. Now, who 
Would not fetch fuch gold out ofa fiery crucible ? 

and he [hall purifie the font of Levi] Whom he had before faulted chap. 1, 
and 2 . Or he may mean the Miniflers of the Gofpell, called Priefls and Levites 
Eflnbb. 11. Or rather, all the royall Pricft-beod of Gods people* whole office is 
to- ff.-r up lpi.itualllacrifices, acceptable to God by Jefus chrift. 1 Pet t 2. 5, 9. 

Pom. »2. 1, 2. Now for chefe, Chrift i. Of bad makes them good, as he did 
Jofes the Levitc API. 4. 3 6 . and many priefts API. 6. 7. He makes them pafle 
under the rod, and f0 brings them into the bond of the covenant 20. 3 7. 2. Of 

good he makes them better and brighter, he powres them forth as molten mettall, 
fothe Scptuaginc read this text. Gold that is melted in the furnace, is not only 
purified, but alfo made malleable : yea fit for the mould. Their hearts are, 
brought down, they [peak as out of the ground Efay 29.. 4. in a low language, and 
like broken men : they put their mouths in the dull, they lie low at Chrifts feet, 
and lay, - Spcak^Lord, for thy fervant hcareth. Thus haughty Hagar humbled by, 

K k k affliftibn 1 
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a lV..fi<-n haikcnah to the Angell, and fubmits to her miftrclfe: thatyeng gal¬ 
lant, 'that m the pride oh his prosperity, in the ruffe of his jollity would notbe vvar- 
n . il; wh n r.Mjhfb and bis body was confnmed, when his bones clattered in his 
>k.n, uid the muis--.it rs ex\u del him at the doors, he is of another mind, and he 
nr. ; ' talked wuh : theii like the beaten viper he cafteth np his poyfon both 
oi high-mindedndfe and or carthly-miiulednefll*, and if you have any'good 
cua’-.U to give him, he is ready to receive it. See the like Job 33. 19, 20, 
21. &e. 

M-.- and purge them .is fold arA Jilver] Cokbit cos, faith the Vulgar. He fhall 
flne th ?n: ir fotne litp-or or iiijnid mpttcr: io that the purer part (hall go tho- 
10. . the (haytier or cthuder, and the dreggy may be left. The fame thing is 
rgam and again promifed, a; lor more certainty falce, fc to (hew that the puiity 
(h rid be very great in the drives of the golpell. Hovvbcit for the comfort of his 
poor people \v ho arc c- n!c:o:\s of more drnflfc then good oarc, Chrift hath pro- 
mi led that he will ’/tju-e /•'«• m, b;u rsr .:s fiver, he will not be over-exaft with 
thm, he will r.o: mink. 11 that’s amiffe he will not contend very much, left 
t! " choice or h:> afflicted people fhotild fails before him Jft. 57/. i<5. 

v. he -, the child f.v<a;:u a in the whipping, Chrift lets fall the rod, and falls a killing 
r > r-.T^i'!:;e !.ro it again. As *cis anile in phyluk ftill to maintain natuic : lo 
C :U ft 1: to keep up his peoples fpi:its by cordials ; though he purge them 

t tiuv-i till • e ••■ring them i.lmoft to skin and bone, that there may be a fpring 
of heft : !o.*d ni l 'in. its. 

- .v t.y r : r » th-- L<”.i a:: /• ; enxg r ,i rightro.'sstnJffJOr ti right offering,* 
pur' iv« ft. p, fifty ft. res iivm a right principle, and toa right purpofe. Two 
th make a - • «od urillian, good ,* //■•;', ami go.'d cymes. Though a goed 
ay me doth not m ke i> : 'K. a eft ion good ( ar we fee in ZJ^a ) yet a bad aynic makes 
a good aftitin bad, as v c lee in Jihn. Ji Gcds iveikbe not ducly done, wc may 
7" ft with A>-! '/r//iX inlLad ol v/tlhngs 1 Chrcn. 17. 17. -David faded but in a cerc- 
r*r,:.y yctGod wa. angry, folios /cal was rewarded in an aft of juftice quoad fub- 
f : -it: -n. ope As, in: eg >rc! of the fubfhnce of the work: and yet punifhed as an aft: 
of policy , 7 tsoa-i midnmitx the per eerie end. Let no man meafurehimfelfby the 
U’iV ter of things clone ; for there may be malum opus in bon* materia, an evil/ 
t-r rk in a g od matter : Works materia 7 r good may never prove io formally and 
* ■:n. ! /n. ;;t!'gun i< a curious clock-wc:k: ifbtit one wheel be diftempered, all 

mey g wrc'i'g. ; l in n mu bring the people emitted that duty Exod. 30* 12,13, 
i.; : i 5-air; th.iicc, the phgne. i 

ii r/e 4. Then fall the •fferings of Judah and Jcrufilem] That ip, of the Latine 
•i.ii’-rh, and oUl'Mvte, buck Rilura. A partiall fancy of a Ponfli Interpreter bold¬ 
ly pr poti i d, barely proved - and therefore as he affirmeth without rcafon, fo 
h ui y h • ditin-lfed without refutation. Undcrfland it rather of the whole church 
v h :vfo.ver, in Cities, or Countries: and obferve, that neither Judah nor Jc- 
ru'd m, how highly iccvcr honoured or favoured otheiwile, fhall have their 
c lr.iv:g - accepted in heaven, unkfl'e their hearts be lirft purified by faith. Till 
!i1 - * = -i- th n, rheir facrificcs, how fpetious foever, are neither living ( but dead works, as 

the urhouv rpthe Hebrews calle* it ) nor holy, that is. pure and unpolluted 1 Cor . 
7. 34. iink.fie thcmfllvcs be partakers of the grace of lift 1 Pet, 3. y. and can bold¬ 
ly lr.y with David, prtferve my Joule, for l am holy , or one whom thou favoureft. 
Ph’!. V,c. z. So If ah 4. 3. he makes this the ground of his hope, that his prayer 
ft' 1 dd in- heard, that the Lord looked upon h ur as a godly peiIon. God regards 
nc c clc o: a.-c y if the man be not right. The blood of a fliecep and of afwine 
arc ukc ; ; ca,u may be the blood ot a ftvvine is better and (wetter then of a fheep, 
j’cr. a-st not to be offered, bccaufc of afwine. Sec Hcb. 13. 16. Philip. 4* 1 8. 
it,a. 15. 16. Vf.ti. *47 11* Efiy 62. 4. Hcb. it. 6. Look how light, faith Cbry- 
C-Jl'rnv, maketh adi things pleafing to men : fo doth faith to God. True faith is 
l ike -? c fall that healed the waters 2 King, 2. 21. O pray Chrift to raft in a crufe- 
fuhor it into our hearts, orclfe wc loleall ourlcrvices; nay we do worle then 
lolc our labour, for diipleafiug lervicc is double diflronour •: we do but 
t.-kc piiues to go to hell. See more of this matter in the Notes on chap. 1. 'verfe 


G hap -T_ tbefProp becie of Aftalachy. ~ 

as in the dajts of old as in former yeArs~\ i. c~^ the fecifice, of AM, Air*, 
him Aaron, O-C. otfae prayersand holy performneca of -David J-li’h S 
mtstl ivihois thought to bechcfaooc with Petlm,/h,l , , w huh f.n'rt ■ 

and that ho was f o called. 

of God ) CormUm t Paxl&c. were very cfleftualiand avaiidde, and did w»- 
ders eveo to the openmg mj (hutting of heaven, as EIW, tothc pcnirftfVft lob.re 
Ur,scf Leviathan, as lonah, to the delivering even "raves of th-h •! ,d f V? 1 ' 

... «. & c. fbthey fhall be (fill, ascffeauall, S as chofc An^tftafn^'wk/t 

W ! h •'/!* WW«« ajfnranc, if faith, having „ ;r hr.r.TS fi'Jufm 
inivilutmfcieacc, and oar bodjrs wajhed Kwh fare ivatcr Ihh. to. V See/im 
\ A J 7 ' ’ 8 - 4- The Prophet fpeaking of JW bis wrcitlin" vridi 

nnodXvV?' n ^! n KK. h , , ^ rt ? ,UnS ^ ^ ( lo W he was Irain^cd toThb 
r J V Jh ’ d ft l r b , d h',' m , a PrinceolGod ) Tub/oynes for our comfort 
Mfiaadhm - tote/,; «»d there hefjtake With a,, f then, what entouraC r 
accctlc and fuccefTe Ucob had at Bethel, the fame have wer .provid d hafjefo 
carry he matter, that.t may be (aid ofus, as I’/.tl. z 4 . s. T/I ,a tbJJfZ ff 
them tMjetkhtm. of themthl, Jeckthl face ■. thil isfaib ■. Provided ?hakl ^/S 
wrefled in the mghtr, and alone, and when Cod was leaving him, and upon one ic- 

fo do we,amidft all difficulties and difcouiagemcnts. 1 °* 

her ft 5, -^fnd / Will come r.cir to you to iad^rinmtl a d v- n ., 

great way off, and put far from you the thoughts of my comm m-, bavin- bee^lo 
bold as to ask frheretsthe God of judgement ofc. !!■ bold, / c^qaid /y & av,A Ti r t 
reward u wuh me. Not, as you delircd^o avenge you of your enemies InftaMuftke 
toiturcth, to be avenged of you for your impieties which i hive here billed uo 
agarnft you. And that yc may not think to cfcapc, know that as I am a Tud®“? 
hand (o aprefent rvunejje teflis fcjhnantiffimus a mol! fwife witneffe, to evift ind 
punilh you, for your molt fee ct fins. So then, howfoever the Lord f > are ion- 
ya he will be at length, both a hafty witnefli- and a (evere Judge a-vnft thofe that 

honfe of Eli : and yet at length, by the delation of fl.( . 

It IS a va.n hope that ,s raifcd from the delay of judgement : No tan • can be a, v 
prejudice tothc Anctin: of d.-tyes. If his word (leap, itlhall not dye• butafS 
long mtcrmiffions breaks forth into thofe eff.-ft* which men had forgotten to look 

Ec’cZfr? andMi* ^ ° f Vf ““ «•» overflow of fin 

tcclej. H. ii, and the ovet flow ot fin raufitb the awakening of vengeance TUI 

50. 11. io that fomctimes he ftrikes ere he gives any firuher warniixA as AbU- 
lom intending to kill Amnon, jpakc neither good nor dill io him. Sxbuo to’liJr Li I 
due toleratur. Till the fiery lerpents, God had ever confulted with A-fofcs ami 
threatened ere he punifhed. Now he ftrikes and fayes nothing. The an-eri. fo 
much more, by how much lefle notified. Still revenges are ever rn ft d^erous 
and deadly when God is not heard before he is Felt f as in hewing of wood the 
blow is not heard till the axe be feen to have ftnick ) or-iflie be hca-d to fiva- 
Neb. I. 9. rvh* t do ye imagine againfr the Lord ? he will make «n titter end • afiVtti 
wy ball not anfe up the fee and time : its a figne he is implacaoly hour and mcauL to 
Wcbutoneblow. The wickedshappineffe will take its end finely and fiviftly. 

The end ts come, ts come is come , faith Ezsechici chav n TN.» t « • 1 • J 

you to judgement, and he will be a ffeedy wnwjfc, Ju, Ige and witneffe both - which 
m mens courts cannot be: but God being infinit’lv' both wifft nnrl t_ 1 » 

ladsa ag ft’ a 

tney are ( zsAdom)ah s guefts were 1 Kinq. lt s at the U X; j 

hopes, he confounds a,Uheir devices, a„ ? d .ayei Seto f "r^KJhc 

Sledin e e a f SU,Dl h^ lr r 0 '™ SUllt> ' hcans ' a,,a t,B d'ltofhu ownunfup* 
portable difplcafure, which is fucji as none can avert or avoid. V 

Ad pccnam tardus Dens efi, ad premia vclo.v, 

Sed peujare folet vi graviorc moram. 

Patna venit grovior, qtt'o mage fera venit . 
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agatnfttheforcerersj Or fullers, Wizard', Necromancers &c. See the feveral 
forts forbidden, and to be puniflied Dcut.i8.io? By Gods law fuch might notbc 
• fuffered to live, Exod 22.8. yet did this evil prevail in Ifrael 2 Cbron. 33.61 Jer. 
27.9. and here/It was done by unlawful means, as Saul faid to the witch. 
Divine unto me by the familiar fpirit, 1 Sam.28. 8. and it was a thing" hateful to 
God , even as high rebellion, 1 Sam. 15. 23. fith the ground of this .familia¬ 
rity is a diobolical contract overt, or covert,explicit or implicit. Jc is fitly cal¬ 
led the black Art, fortheres no true light in them that ufeit Jfai. 8. 19. they de¬ 
part from God and his tertimony, ib. and fo tempt the devil to tempt them. This 
was Sails fin, for which the Lord killed him 1 Cbron. 10. 13. and hath threatened 
to cut off all from among his people, that do enquire of fuch, Leva. 20. 6. Thou 
haft been partaker with the adulterer, Pfal. 50.18. fo are fuch with forcercrs. Sure¬ 
ly the wounds of God are better then the falvcs of Satan ; as Ahaxaah found 
it. And they which in cafe of Ioffe or fickneffe &c. make hell their refuge, 
fhall fmoke and fmart for it in the end. Satan feeks to them in his temptations’, 
they in their confutations feck to him : and now that they have mutually found 
each other, if ever they part, it is a miracle : He is an unipeakable proud fpirit, 
and yet will ftoop tothemeaneft man or woman to be at their command (the 
witch of Endor is twice inoneverl'e 1 Sam. 28.7. called the Mifirijjcof tbs Spirt:, 
bccaufe in covenant with him.) whereby he may cheat them, and their clients of 
Salvation- Every one that confults with him, worfhips him , though he bow 
not, as Saul did : ne'icherdoth that old man-flayer dclire any other reverence then 
to be fought unto. ' ’ 

.. and againft the adulterers'} Sept, the adultereffes. Adultrinum,<}u tfi ad alterum,aut 
alter ins tor urn, a going up to another mans bed, as %eutc;i did, and was feverely 
fentenced for it, 6 V «-49 4 It was to be punifhed with death, even by the law or 
Nature: becaufe thefociety and purity ofpoftericy could not otherwifecontinue 
amongft men. Tfebuchad-n.ta^ar roafred in the fire Zcdebiah and Abab two falfe 
prophets ol Judah, becaufe they committed adultery mb"their neighbours wives 
jer. 29 . 22 , 23 . The Egyptians ufed to cut off the note of the adulcereffe : the 
. Prophet alludes to this £^.23. 25.The Athenians, Lacedemoman.s,and Komars 
were very fevercagainft this fin ; a s Plutarch recorded! in bis parallels. 1 he old 
French and Saxons alfo, as Tacitus tells us. By Gods law they were to be ftoned 
to death ; and the High-priefts daughter was to be burned-for this fault. Lev. . 1 . 9 . 
a peculiar pumihment* and not to be paraileld in the whole law. if men foil to 
fall upon fuch (it is an hainous crime faith holy Job, and an iniquity ro be punifh- 
Vemstban- die J ud 8 es ? 1 °\) God liinifelf will do it, Ucb. 13.4. and diditef- 

ttquis factually, 1 Cor. 10.8. and on the filthy Sodomites, Ge,:. 19. and onCharles 2. 

King of Navar who was much addided to this fin, which fo wafted hisfpirits that 
d f* <8 inhis P ld ^ hc fellint0 a Lethargy. To comfort his benumbed joynts he was 
5 ' ' bound and fewed up in a (hcetfteeped in boyling Aquavit*. The Surgeon haviim 
( raad e an end of fewinghim, and wanting a knife to cut off his chreed, took a wax 
l candle that ftood lighted by him. But the flame running down by the threed, 
caught hold on the flieet, which according to the nature of the Aquavit* burned 
with that vehemency, that themiferable king ended his dayesin the lire. But fay 
the adulteter be neither ftoned, nor burned: yet God ulually ftoneth fuch with 
a ftony heart, Hof. 4.11. which is a moft fearful judgment : and when they die 
burneth them with the hotteft fire in hell. T w .2.18. the whores <mejfts go down 
to the dead. Heb. el %ephaim, to the Giants : to that part of hell where 
thofe damned monfters. are. See 2 Teter 2. 10. and mark the- word 
Chiefly. 

and againft falfefwearers] A fin of an high nature, condemned by the height of 
nature, and punifhed by the Heathens. l Peejuri\ poena divina exitium-humana,ds- 
decus j Thi s was one of the laws of the twelve tables in Rome. God punifhech 
perjury with deftrudion : men with difgrace. Tijfaphcrhcs the Perfian General, be¬ 
ing ovecrome by Ageftlaus King of Spartans, craved three-moneths truce, and 
bad't: They both fware to be quiet on both fides. .Ttfapbones (0 on brake his 
P ad V b V c 4 ^'mreligioufty kept it, faying, that Gods and men would favour 
lnm for lus fidelity, but curfc and execrate tbe other for his perjury. God fhewed 

Zachary 
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Zach try a flying role long and large, ten yards long, and five broad, full of cur- 
fes againft the falfe fivearer, with commiilion to reft upon his houfe , which he Zac.5.3.4. 
he holds his caftle, and where he thinks himfelf moft fecure. Michael Palc- 
otogus Emperour of Conftantinople made the Greek Church acknowledge the Popes 
fupremacie, and did many other things contrary to his oath : and therefore Jiecli 
obfeurely buried, fhrouded inthefheet of defame, faith theHiftorian. So doth Turk hilt 
‘Rodulphns Duke of Sueveland,who by the Popes inftigation broke his oath of al- • 

Iegiance to Henry the Emperour, and by the cutting oft his faichleffe right hand loft 
his life. So doth Sigifmund the Emperour, for life falfe dealing with JohnHujfe. 

Ladiftaus king of Hungary, for his perjurious fetting upon Amu-rath the great 
Turk at the battle of Varna, where he was defervedly defeated. What a blur 
was that to the old Romans, if true, that Mirchanes the Perfian General Thould 
fay of them, Romanis promntere prompt am ejl &c. The Romans will promife any Froco P- 
thing, and /wear to ’it, but perform nothing that makes againft their profit ? ^t.bello 
There were at Rome fuch as could lend an oath at need:and would not ftick to fwear eT K ' 
that their friend or foe was at Rome and at Interanma both at once. Howflippe- 
rythePapifts are, and how bloody, both in their Pofitions and diipofitions, is 
well known to all. But God is the avenger of all fuch : becaufe they call him to 
wicneffe a falfhood : and dare him to his face to execute his vengeance. See 
. Zach. 8.17. 

and againft thofe that opprejfe&c.Either by denying,dimini(hing,or delaying their 
wages. T he vulgar rendcreth it, Wh > calSmniate, or make cavils to detain wages, 
which is the poor hirelings lively-hood, whereupon he fetteth his heart Deist. 24.15. 
and maintained! his life 3 which is therefore called the life of his hands, becaufe rc » 
upheld by the labour of his Wands. He gets it, and eats it: and is in his houfe like a 
fnailin his fliell; crufh that, and you kill him- This is a crying cruelty Jam.’p. 4. 
and hath a woe againft it Jcr.22. 13. Jam.2.13. Laban is taxed for it Gen. 31. 7. 
and for thofe that are guilty, if they mend not, and make reftitution, Mafter La¬ 
timer tel\s them they {hall cough in hell. 

the widow' A calamitous name : {he is called in Hebrew from her dumbneffe 
Almanan: becaufe, death having cut off her head, fhe hath loft her tongue, and » 
hath none to Ipcak for her. A vine, wh.ofe root is uncovered , thrives noc .• fo a 
widow, the covering of whofe eyes is taken away, joyes not. God therefore 
pleads for fuch as Ins clients, and takes fpecial care for them : the Deacons were 
anciently ordained fpecially for their fakes Act.6.1. 1 Tim 5.3. and Phanfeesdoo- 
med to a deeper damnation for devouring widows .ho'jfes, Mait. 23.14. and Ma- 
giftrates charged to plead for the widow, Jfai. 1. 17. as judge Job did Chap. 

31. 1 6. and all forts to make much of her, and communicate to her. Dent. 
24.19,20,'!. 

and the f nherlejfe] We are Orphans, and fatherlcffe, faith the Church Lam. 5.3. 

And wc ate all Orphans, faid Queen Elizabeth (inberfpecch to the children of 
thrifts Hofpical) let mehave your prayers, and you fhall have my protection. 

That lTofpRal was founded by her brother King Edw rrd the fixrh for the relief of 
fatherleff. children, after the example of the ancient Church, which had her Orphan- 
otroph Orphan-breeders. With God the fathe.TeJfeftndeib mercy Hof. 14.3. and all 
hisv:ce-gods are commanded the like, Pfal. 82.1,2,3,4. unleffethey will confulc 
Ihame and mifery to their own houfcs, and Joab. like, leave the leprofy to their 
little ones for a legacy. Better leave them a wallet to beg from door to door, then 
acurfed hoard of Orphans goods. 

andthat turn afide thefir anger I The right of ftrangers isfo holy (faith Mafter 
Pox) that there was never nation fo barbarous that would violate the fame. When 
Steven Gardiner had in his power the renowned Pet cr Martyr then teaching at Ox- AS.md Mon. 
ford, he would not keep him to punifhhim .- but when helhould go his way, gave 783. 
him wherewith to bear his charges. 

and fear not mej This is fet laft as the fource of all the former evils. See the like 
Rom. 3.18. and Pfal. 14.1. where Atheifmeand irreligion is made the root of all 
the fin in the world. Gods holy fear is to the foul, as the banks arc to the fea, 
or the bridle to the horfe, it was foto ff uc, who feigned in the reverend fear of 
God, when hc faw that hc had 'done unwilling juftice, durft not reverfc Jacobs blefi- 
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fing, though prompted to it by natural afftftion and Efans howlings, Ge.-.zy ., I 
Ic was fo to Job, Jofcph, Nehemiah, Daniel &c. who could eafily have born out their 
oppreilionsby their greatnefle. And indeed whereas other men have other bir 
and restraints, great men, if they fear not God, have nothing elfe to fear-h.,!* 
dare obtrude and juftifie to the world the moft rnalepart mifdemenours becaufe it 
Juvenal J s f A ( w “ s maorts MU , the fad of a great one, who do many times as 

break through the lattice of the laws, as the bigger flies do through a fpider-we/ 
Exod.18. **Mcharf,s was wont to fay of his Scythians. Hence Jethro would have his TuS 
ofpeacetobeaman fearing God-. And. this qualification he fitly piaceth in thl 
midft of the other graces requifit to him, as the heart in the body, for convevin« , 
life to all the parts, or as a dram of musk perfuming the whole box of oyntmen? 
Exod. iS.zi. Nothing makes a man fo good a patriot as the true fear of God! 
bJefled name, and a zealous forwardnefle for his glory, goodneffe, and good cau 
fes This, this alone is it that can truly beautific and adorn all other perlonal 
fufficiencics, and indeed fandifie and bleffc all publick imployments, and fervi 
cesofftatc. Whereas on the contrary , JttbUtd pietate, fils tollitstr, take awaJ 
piety, and fidelity is gone; as we fee in the un juft judge Luh. 18 2 in 2 ^ 
hams judgement of the Phil, ftinesGV*. 20.11. and in fonfantmstsCh/^s his« 
periment of his CouncelJours and Courtiers : whence that famous Max,me off£ 
recorded by Eufbuus He cannot befaithful tome, that is unfaithful to God re 
ligion being the ground of all true fidelity and loyaltie to king and CoumreT 

Hence that clofe connexion Fe.irG’od,k.v?^: And that a^ain nfw 

change Prov.24. 2J. *> zen t0 

W' 6 ■ r ° r . J ™ tk L ° rd > Jehovtb. This is Cods proper 

and incommunicable name. It imports three things. Proper 

„ x * I* 1 " God // of h.mfelf. This Plito acknowledged calling God 7$ hv, and tS 
avTOf, JuliniScahger by a wonderful wordcalleth God Onethat hath his 

being or exiftence ofhimfelf, before the world was, Ef iV 44 6. *■ h 

riif T' ; Th ,f u he giyeth being to^ all things elf , for iiybim they both are and con fill. He 
fuftains all, both m refpeft of being, excellences and operations, ITeb. 1.3. The grea- 
, teft excellencies in us do as much depend upon. God, as the cjjioics in the fia/Te 
upon the prefence of the face chat caufeth ic. JjL * cne guile 

3. That he giveth being to his Word , effeftingwhatfoever he fpeikctfi Hen re 
fpecal mercy i s promifed, ?r fon,e exrraorEy u d^,”o 
44^^ the name of Ichovku is affixed. Sec Exod. 6.3. /-; 0 4* ■, 

? e F f, nc,c " C Jfw-Dodours make this diftinftion between" tiohhn and kLolb 
By £/»A,„ fay they .s figmfied MM,,h d, , a quality or property of judo^r 
By Jehovah, middath Hjichamim, a quality or property of merrv i h 
they apply that text r[at.,6. G,d { E,!b$ft ,£ d *T- “» 

“’f K« fe that ». L, g :u l,, m , 

thkdifti ft ? ' ftnd |’. u th mc ’ or graciotidy, I will.praile him howfoever Fat 
this diftindtion,as it holds not alwayes ; fo noc here, for to fticw the certainty of 
the judgement denounced yerf* 5. is this fob,oyned, I ,r„ And itVr 

Wic o meof//^Aiwh 1 ch fignifies Contrition ordeftruftion) as I cZlrmLii 
f” Wl ‘‘ !iav< L‘ t > "hat can be more futable to tl.e 1-ropl.ets purpofe ' 

da.. 8 " 5 ’ f che Ocfirytr as fome tnterprec Gods Name SI,od¬ 
or: »e« mv’wird p'?,,“ i ^^? 0r fick!e > t0 H an ' 1 to alter my minde, 

»sa m .,, SP . z‘Xzi li d irzinZy 

tnSbTrt - Ital,an ? ?“* “ *"* s r l *"“ m of Italy. ?£?,-fdZ 2 
adif, Jti'll ’ tier S n0 ‘? k,n S the,r words. Of a certain l’ope and his Nephew it is 

' fpa e * But God°is C „ n :r: fpake r t * 0a &’ [he performed whli lie 

p . But God is not a man that he fhould repent : or if he do, it is after another 
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manner then man repents. Repentance with man is the changing of his will: Re- 
£ pentancc with God, is the willing ol a change. It is mututto rn non Dei , ijfetiur 
non sijfetluSf fa EH non cenfilii. Gods repentance is not a change of bis will, but of 
his work, it noteth onely, ( faith Mr. Permits )*the alteration of things, and acti¬ 
ons done by him, and no change of his purpofe and fecret decree, which is immu¬ 
table. fVbut he bath Written, he hath written , ( as Eilate faid peremptorily ) there's 
no removing of him. If the fentencebe pafled, if the decree be come forth, none 
can avert or avoid ic, Zepk. 3. 5. Cur rat ergo pocaitentut nc praettrrat ftntcntix. Chryfkg. 
Go quickly and make an atonement, as Aiofcs faid to Aaron, Nnm. 1 6. 46, Prepare 
to meet thy God , O Jfrael, Amos 4. 12. Ahtte prcccs & lachrjmas cordis legates : 
meet him with intreaties of peace, agree with him quickly: who knowes if he will 
return and repent? for he is gracious and merciful!,Jhw to anger and ofgreat kirnl- 
mffe, c.nd repenteth him of the evil, Joel 2. 1 ?, 14. Jc (hould feem fo indeed by 
this Texc: Tor even whiles he is threatening, and ratifying what he hnd'cbreate- 
ned, his heart is turned within him, his reper.tings arc.'kindled together, Hof 11.8. 

And hence the following words. Therefore ye (onr.es of Jacob are not confarrsed. 

A firange inference, ( confidering the fence and occalion of the foregoing wotds, 
as hath been fet forth,) and nocunlike that Hof. 2. 13, 14. / iv// vifir upon . 
her the dayes of Baalim—fie went after her lovers, and jorgat me, faith the Lord. 

7 herefore ( mark that T her efore ) behold I will all we her, and bring her into the Wil- 
dcmtjfe, and /peak, comfortably to her : And J will give L-r^’C. So EJay 37.17,18. 

For the iniquity of hts covetoufneffe wm l Wroth, and [mot him : 1 hi a me, and was 
wroth, and he went on freward!?, &C. 1 have fen his Wajes, and will heal him: 

Wayes? .what wayes? his covetoufndTc, froitardnefle, &c. and yet l will heal 

him. 1 will deal with him not according to mine ordinary rule, but according to 

my Prerogative. If God will heal for his names lake (audio come in with his 

Non-obfiante, as he dotli, Pjal. ic6. 8 ) what people is. chere whom he may not 

heal ? Well may thefe 1 inful I fonnes of Jacob he unconfumed : well may they have 

for their leventy years'captivity, feven feventies of years (according to Dam Is Ezek2o3, 

weeks) for rhe re-enj'oymgof their own countrcy : and Gods mercies fhall bear J 4>22,45. 

the fame proportion to his pumfhments, which feven ( a complete number ) hath 

to an unity. Provided, that they return 10 the Lord that Jmot than ( as in the next 

verfe ) for elfe he will furcly punifh them feven times more, and feven times, and 

feven to that, Lezit. 2 6. 21, 23, 27, &c three feverall times God raiieth his note 

of threatening, and he raifech ic by Jeveni, and thofe are diitords in Mufique. 

Such fayings will bee heavy fongs: and their execution heavy pangs to the 
impenitent. 

Verfe 7. Even fom the d.t jes ef your fathers ye are gore aWay fom mine ordi¬ 
nances 3 The more to magnifie his own mercy ( by a miracle, wnereof they had 
hitherto fubfifted, by an extraordinary prop of his love, and long-fuffering } God 
fets forth here their utter unworthinelTe of any fuch free favour, by a double aggra¬ 
vation of their finnes. Tirft, their long continuance therein, i‘o that their (innes 
were grown inveterate, and ingrained, and then.feivcs aged and even crooked there¬ 
in, fo that they could hardly ever be fet Itraic again. 

fom the dayes of y out fathers, Grv’.J q d. Non hoc n/'Vcr ftcitis : nrc feme l ut 
erroru mereamini vetiium : Jed hsrcdieari.na habeas impitt. tim., tkc as Hu -am pj»- 
raphrafeth this Texc. You are no young finners: ic is not yeiferd ay, or a few da yes 
fince you tranfgreffed againft: me: you are a (red of jerpews, a ra - e of rebels : you 
are as good at refilling the Holy Ghofi:, as ever your fathers were. AEl. 7. >1. 

Secondly, their pervicacy and lliffencfle : they would not yeeld of be evided. But. 
ye fay wtercin (hall wc return ? as if they were righteous and needed no repent¬ 
ance. Still they put God to his proofs, as Jcr. 2. 3s. and fhew themfelvesaium- 
perfwadeable, and gainfaying people, Efay 6$ 2, and this had beer, t inr nn,r.», r 
fom their youth, Jcr, 22.21. when they were in Egypt they lerved idols there, 

H<,pj^ 1 6. and 23. In the wilderneffe they tempted Ciod ten times, and hearkened * 

not to hisvoice. Num. 14.22. Under their judges, and then their Kings, they 
vexed him, and he bore with them, tiU.therc was no remedy, 2 Chron : 6. 16. After 
£ he captivity, they do>antiquurh obtincre, and are found guilty here of fundry both 
omi/Tions, and commitfions, calling for a juft rccompcnfe of reward, Heb. 2. 2. 
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All which notwithftanding, Deus redire eos fibi non perire defiderat. God folici- 
teth their return unto him here by a precept and a promife, two effeftuali argu¬ 
ments, if any thing will work : and ratifieth all with his own authority, which is. 
moft aurhentick, in thcfe words, faith the Lord of Hofls. A ftile oft given to God 
as elfewheie in Scripture, foefpecially in thefe three Iaft Prophecies to the people 
returned from Babylon, becaufe they had many enemies, and therefore had need of 
all encouragement: I-or God is called the Lord of Hofis, qubdille numine fn» 
Cr nomine terreat terras jcmpcrct tempora y cxercitufque tarn (uperlores qmm inferio¬ 
rs vubernct , to (hew that he hath all power in his hand, and doth whatfoever he 
plealeth in heaven and earth. See the Notes on verfe 17. of this chape, dettr. 1 And 
for the Do&rine of returning to God (from whom we have deeply revoked) by 
repentance, fee the Note on ZW/j. i 4 3. 3 

Jint ye [aid, wherein JbaflVce return ?] This was their pride, proceeding from 
ignorance they were rich and righteous, as thofe Laodiceans, Rev, 3, 17. notin 
tt'uch, but in conceit, vainly puft up by their carnall minds , drunk with felf-dotage. 
as Luke 16.15. Hence they ftand upon their pantofles, and none mud fay, Black 
is their eye. Sin is in them as in its proper clement, and therefore weighes not: till \ 
by long trading in wickedneffe, they grow to that dead and dedolent difpofition, 
Ephef. 4. 14. their heart fat as greafe, their confcience cauterized, 1 Tim. 4. 2. 
that is, fo benummed, blotted, lenfclefTe, filthy, and gang: enare, that it mutt be 
feared with an hot iron \ whereupon it growes fo erufty and brawny, that though 
cut or pierced with the (word of the fpirit, it doth neither bleed nor feel: and 
though handtulls of hell-fire be flung in the face of it, yet it ftarts not, ffirres 
not: but is deprived of all even pa/live power, and foSatanizcd, that there's no 
help for them. 

Verfe 8. Will a man rob God Adam pillage Elohim? frail weak man fees 
to fupplant ( fo the Septuagint render it) the great and mighty God ? Giant-like 
boldnefle ! Cacus met with his match,when he robb'd Hercules. Mercury (fay the 
Poets) had a mind to deal Jupiters thunderbolts, butdurft not meddle, left hee 
fbould fpeed as Prometheus had done, for ftealingfire : or left they fhould burn his 
fingers. The Eagle in the fable, that ftolc a piece of flefh from the Altar, and car¬ 
ried it together with a live-coal that ftuck to it, to liis neft, fet his young and all on 
a light fire. Dionyfm, that robb'd his god, was caft out of his kingdome, though 
fhe was wont to boaft, that lie had it bound to him frith chains of Adamant. Bel- 
fbattar paied dear for his bowzing in the bowles of the Sanduary. Cardinall ' 
Motley and five of his fervants, employed by him in intervening confccrated 
roods, though perhaps to better purpofes, came all to fearfull ends, as Scultctus no- 
teth, and thereupon wifheth , XJtinam hts & (imilibus exempt is edoEli d if cant ho¬ 
mines res fcmel Deo confer rat as timid'c attrettare. Jt is a fnare to the man that 
drvoureth that frhtcb 1* holy, Prov. 20. 25. They may be compared to thofethat, 
being of a cold and flegmatick ftomach, eat hard and cholerick meats : well they 
may pleafe their palates, but it cannot be for their health : no more can the mur- 
thering morfels of fuch l'acrilegious perfons, as devouring holy things, have their 
meat fawced and their drink l'piced with the bitter wrath of God. See fob 20. 23. 
Pol.mat reads theTcxt thus. Will a man rob his Gods ? q d. Will any Heathen do 
fo ? did not they that worfhipped Idols, abhorre facriledge i Was it not one of the 
lawes of the twelve tables in Rome, Sacrum facrove commendatum qui elepferit 
rapferitqnc, parricida e(lo • Let every ftcrilegious perfon paffeand bee pumfhed 
for a parricide ? And doth not Tally affirmc of thofc Lawes, that they did exceed 
all the libraries of the Philosophers, in weight and worth ? Did not thole old Ido¬ 
laters freely beftow their moft precious things upon their Idols, Ezech. 16.16, 17, 
18,19. Exod. 32.3 ? yea their very children in facrifice to Moloch, or Saturn? 

2 King. 1 6. 3. and 17.17. being as mad upon their Idols, as ever was any wicked 
wanton upon his harlot, taviQjing out of the bag^ &c ? And are not our moderne 
Idolaters the Papifts, as bountiful! to their He-faints, and fhe-faints ? fo that their 
Churches arc not able to hold their vowed prefents and memories, hut that in many 
places (as at Loretto, Sichem, &c.) they arefain to hang their Cloiftcrs and Church¬ 
yards with them? Shall they in their petitions to our Parliaments plead for favour 
and forbearance upon this ground, becaufc their anccftours (they fay) bellowed 

fo 
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fo great coftupon this land for church-malntcnancc : and fhallit be (aid f now that 

they arc worthily call out) Poftdebant Papifta, poffident Rapiflee, Wicked Papifts 

had them, ungodly Ilapifts have them: Improprietaries, I mean, that hold by- 

an improper title, and all others that appropriate that to them and theirs which 

the Almighty is inverted in. This is here inftanccd as a cap; tall crime, and called 

robbing of God, as well it may ; - fbralmuch as minifters maintenance (being tythe.) 

is called the Lords, anti holy to the Lord Lev. 27. 30. becaufe lcparatc*d Rom mail 

andmansufe, and therefore might not be altered. Verfe 28. Orif any had a mind 

to redeem them, they were bound to add to the price every fifth peny above the mnquid homo ' 

true value. Verfe 31. Let all thofe loolf to this whether Impropriators falfc fraudalm 

Patrons ( Latroncs rather) or others that either by force or fraud rob God V>eum } fiever- 

ofhis right, d. teyning part of the due at lcaft, as Ananias ar.d Sapphira did; SSimfSta? 

God hath a guarc Jmpedtt againft them , which one day they mull make fy Ueldotm. 

anfwer to. 


yet ye have robbed mej Becaufe ye have robbed my Minifters who a-e in my (lead 
2 Cor. 5. xo* and in whom he receiveth tythes, of whom it is witncjfed th.it he H- 
veth, like as did Melchifedec as a Pricft and tyth-takcr, and type of Chrift. 

Heb. 7. 7, 8, 9. And as God is ienfiblc ofthc lcaft curtefy done to a Prophet to 
reward it, even to a cup of cold water Mat. 10. 42. ( fo'that he is a n gg.ird to 
, himfelf, that fcants his beneficence to a Miniftcr ) lo for thofe that wrongand rob 
them, that deny them that double hon ;ur of countenance and maintenance that he 
hath appointed them,and hold them to hard allowance : muz.<,ling the Ox, or giving 
him but lira w at the bcft,for treading out the corn,they will dearcly anfwer it before 
God, who holds all done to them as done to himfelf. Surely as David could not Le i lt} <juod 
but feel his own cheeks (haven,and his own coat cut in his Embaffadours ; they did faaS’cJ 
but carry his perion to Hanun : So here. And as there was never any king fo poor rinthum Pa- 
and weak, but thought himfelf ftrong enough to revenge any wrong d.me, ora- Muveftri /a- 
bufc offered to his Embaffadours: Jo the king of heaven will not fail to cur ft ****&***}*-. 
with a curfe whole nations that forget God and for fake his Levkcs Dent, is 19. 
it being all one to God to deal in this cafe againft a nation or againfl a man only. Cic.pro legt 
M34. 29. " Mm. 

h rythes and offerings ] He had told the* before they had robbd him : or ( as 
fome 1 cad it f(tabbed him as with a ponyard. And here they fhould hive confeff- 
cd the aftion and craved pardon- But becaufe they did nothing ldfe ; Handing 
upon their /unification ( as before often ) God delccnds to the particular wherein 
they robbed him, In tythes and offerings : The origur.il ha:h it, Tythes and ojfe- 
™gs- , without the particle ( in ) and it is as if the Lord fhould fay, you miy cafily 
know my meaning without fo many word^ but that you love to Cornell. You 
cannot be ignorant, that the Levitcs, for want of maintenance, are fled every man 
to his field, and fo my work and worfhip is left undone. Good Nchi rmJb was 
fenfiblc of it chap. 13. 10. and becaufe he knew that, by this means, religion it 
fell would befoon undermined and overturned, he contended with the Rulers, and 
made all the people pay thcirtythcs;andchis he worthily reckons amon » hts good 
deeds,praying God to remember him for ir y aul not wipe it out chan. 13.10. HczJekjab, 
that great Reformer, (hewed the like zeal in commanding the people that dwelt in 
Icrufalem'to give the portion of the Priefis and Levites , that they might attend up in 
the law of the Lordf fothe'Vulgar ) that they might be encouraged in the law of‘the 
ford, (owe read 2 Chron. ft. 4. that is, thatthey might not follow theircall- 
ings heavily for want of maintenance, but checfully bend themfelves wholy to 
thefervicc ofthe Lord. And here ( as Ferns once wifhed for the Rom ilia fyna- 
gogue) l would we had fome Mofes, Laid He, to take away the evils of the 
times; non cnim unum t ant urn vitulumfed mult os habemns, for we have not one 
golden calf, but many: So have we of thcfe times caufe to wifh we had fome 
zealous Nehemiahs and Hezekiahs to ftickle and ftand for Chriits Minifters, not de- 
1 frauded of their due maintenance only ( a figne of gafping devotion ). but trampled 
upon by the foul feet of the baleil of the people, as the filth of the world and the 
c pouring of all things. Tythes they fay are Iewifli: but if Melchifcdcch ty thed 
I £ br *ham, by the fame right whereby he blefled him : and if tythes by all liwes of Heb. 7. 

^oa. Nature, Nations, have been hallowed to God, as Junius and other modern 

Divines 
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Divinesalkdgo and argue: and Ia 0 ly,itthingsconietratcdto Gods fcrvicemaTiiot 
be alienated , out otcale of ncceflity Pro. 20. 25. Cal. 3. 15. it will appear to 
be otherwilc. Or it tythes be jewdh, and yet Minifters muft have a mainte¬ 
nance ( Chi lli having fo ordained 1 Cor. 9. j 4 . ;ai ’d that both honourable 1 Tim 
5. 17, iS. and .liberall Gal. 6. 6. how clf c ihall they be given to holpitality * 

1 Tim. 2. 2? (it they be not hoipicable, theyhjnll be dclpicable ; how wifi 
men fatisfietheir conicicnces in the quota pars : the particular Quantity they mult 
bellow upon them ? The feripeure fpeaketh only ot the tenth part. Scd munnm de 
tabula. Enough of this, if not more then enough. 

Tcrfeg. Tearc cttrfea witbacur/c pitug. ye are cu ied with penury andfcar- 
cityof vitfuats, according to Dint. 28. 23. &c. and fo great was this peoples 
poverty, that they were forced for food to fell not their fields only, but their ions 
and daughters Neb. 5. They had pinched on Gods fide, and he had paid them 
home in the lame kind : they thought in the famine to have kept the more to them- 
fclves,-and they had the idle, for keeping from him chat which was his. A jull 
hand of God upon all church-robbers : for molt part they arc alwayes in want and 
needy, their wealth melting away as fnow before the fun, and their fields of blood 
pui-chafcd with the fpoiles ot Chnfl, proving as unfortunate and fatall to them a> 

5 the gold of the Temple of Tholofe did to Scipso's fouldicrs: of which whoever carri- 
cd any pa c away, never profpered afterwards. Wharect men byhuhsduiny 
that Ihall prove their fatall defiiny ? s ay they leave the gold behind them yet 
they are likely to carry the glide to hell with than Lm. 5. j ,2. yea to co^h in ill, 
as Latmcr phrafed it, unidle they make refticution, to difgelt in hell, v hat 
they have devoured on earth, as Anfisn. Becautc Pharaoh faith the river 
is mine own, therefore iaith God, l will dry up the me,- J ^ 'o - g 
The Merchant that denyeth to pay his cuilome, foricits all lus comurduk! 
fo here. 

for ye have robbed And therefore I have curfed you. Cud tvver pumlhcrh 

people, but there is jull caule tor it, could they but let* it: but ch.»t tlvya-c hard¬ 
ly drawn to, as here, and Efiiy 26. 11. the root of the matter is m rhemfdve?, 
as >ob fpeakes m another cale j the plague of their own hea-ts 1 Ki„<r. 8 38. 
procured! them all the mifciuef, and may lay to them as the heart of Aeor^ous 
T.yu sd the tyrantTeemed to lay to lum; who dreamed one night that he was fieaed bv 
TiTuvdrri* tnc Scythians, and boy led in a caldron, and that lus heart {nake to him out of th* 
kettle It is I that have drawn thee to all chi-. Let men rh.refoic, when under 
anymifery, lay their hand upon ther heart, thrull their hand into reft bt.Vum 
With MJc, they fliatl befure to bring it uut lcp.oi.s: let them turn limit ,-ir.in 
upon themlclves, and lay every man, iyUt b.,-c 1 U<me i vvhac cvill have I com-, 
nutted or at lcaft admitted? what good have I omitted, or intermitted ? Pro- 
rTi . bC8U,lcd °i l eblcliln S' cr y cs out ot his fathers Pore, of his brothers 


I Maccab.p. 
54a55v55. 
a Mjccab.3. 
24,25. and 4. 

3 9)4142.and 

5 <> S, 16.and 
I 3 . 4 , 8 .and 
15.3°,34. 


fubtlety: not a word of his own1 prophanenefle in flipht-nc and ftllinu hi, birth- 
rigbt: hehad forgot fincehcdidcatand drink, and went his wav Cm. 4. 
The letufalcm-Paraphraft adds, chat lie alio pmun wthcw.rU ,lr„Z 

Z d r'J! y ' d ‘t‘ r fZ r fiP\ B ?V hi j. bc nivcr taketb not:ce oF - Sn r empty beaten 
& C f{ T u thc , ficld b l mcd chc d,rinc providence tor hi: ill luu.dk : when he 
fhould rather have faulted his own retchlefTe lecurity ( that he never conducted 
Z»r, b r atp f a C ( Wtre bf to retire if wortted ) and efix’cially.his lacrikdge not 
bng Uforc that defeat, when he fackt Jerulalcm, fed ranfcclttthjTemple? He 
m.ght have confidercd what became ( a little before his time ) tor the fame offeree 
Wmachtu, Ammh:,,. /iW.™, and Nicmr, all no. 

adnirmiHon 11 :.:el ban S*d up in gibbets, as it were, for OK,ample and 
admonition to all that fliould come after. Sacrilcdgc i-a flare (faith St, Inman, 

tainiy~°Crtz;fre C " aC 1 * catc ^ ec ^ faddcnly. 2. holdcch 1 ’uTtiy. 3. deftroyeth ccr- 

even this whole nation^ The difeafe was grown Epidemicall, liko that which 
Phyficians call corruptio totim fubfiamU, or that which : he Piophet JifajaUo com- 
plaincth of chap 1. J, 6 . i he whole head is f;ck, tiewhoU heart ufamt &c. , 
th* 1S 10 u acr * e % e was grown Nationall: there was a conjundu'c of ail forts in 
is wickcdneffe • a rabble of rebels they were, ripe tor judgement: yea though 

Gods 



Chap.3. the Prophecie of Malachi. 6ji- 

Gods judgements were upon them, yet they perfifled Neb. 13. 18. and cn- 
creafed wrath E^ra. 9■ 13. God had fmitten them, but they forrowed not: Icr$ _ 
but to he revenged on him, as it were, for laying famine upon them, they took 
a way his tythes See. 

Verfe 10. Bring ye all the tythes into the fiors-borsfe^ Al! t -whether prcediall, or 
perfonnll, all, and of every kind. 

into theftorc-bonfc , the Handing place for tythes, ^as it is called Neb. 13. ir, 

12, 1 ?. the tyth-barn,as the Vulgar hath it. 

that there may be meat in my Imtf ^ Terrph, unde : and the Englifli, 

prey : that there may be maintenance for my Mmillcrs ; enough not Cibus quidif- 
for thcmfelvcs only, but for to be iliilributed to thole that are about them .• 
tint they may not cat their morfcls alone, that they may not be fiaves to. others, praffh’ h 
klvanr^to thcmfelves : that they may not bite With their teeth, and cry peace, 
tiaeh for hire, an ! divine for money Mic. 3. 5, 11. thatL, be fain to main¬ 
tain themf.lves with fordid and unworthy flatteries. Balaam the falfe Pi ophet 
I rod-' with his two men Njim. 22. God; Lcvitc had one man Ittdg. 19. n. 

Astgi-fiiu lived neither like a Lord, for he rate his meat in woodden and maiblc pofrdon.m 
dThcs : neither lived he likeabegger, for he tiled to cat witli'filvcr fpoons.' vh.Aug. 
What piety was it that Luther was forced to cry our in hts Comment on Gen. 47. 

AV/; •;:p c / t [fe: f’ { , 0 1 iisrn -.Aigypri cjiud rapnimns Par*, omnibus mini fir is verbs fame 
fin niiitim (fet. gfiii'i-l ji{ufient.indi ((fcxtdic co::trib:::ioi:e popt.'li miftr'c prafcclb 
C d !.titrr viverent. If it were not for the fpoil of Egypt which wc !-ave fhattht 
from ih: Pope, all the Miniflers of the word mull have been affamilhed. For if 
tv.r fliould be put to live upon the f. ee contribution of the people, they would cer¬ 
tain y have a mi :ci able hard living of it. A Umar ergo err. We are maintained 
then", I laid of the fpoiles of Egypc: and yet that little that wc have is prey'd 
upon by the Magiflratc : for the pat ifhes and ’Schoolcs arc fo fpoyled and peeled, 
a, iftlvy meant to flarvcusall. Thus Luther. Melar.Uhon comes afeer htin and 
C' .mplaincs in the year 1559. Principes favebant Ltuhcro : fed jam iterant viictls 
ingraritudinemmttndi erga minijhos o f'c. The Princes did at fit ft favour Luther : 
biiruow ye Ice again the unkindncfTe of the world to the Minifters of the word. 

Calvin was fo ill dealt with at Geneva ( together with other faichfull Minifters 
theic that he was forced once to fay, Crete ft hontmibus fervivijf-m &c. Truly 
1 if 1 bad laved men in my Miniftry, I hid been very ill requited. But its well that Mekb. A Jan. 
1 have lerved Him who never failcs his: but faithfully performeth with the better w WUm 
win t ever he hath promifed them. Our Dodlcur Stoughton obferved, that the 
manner of very many in the City was to deal with their miniftcr as Carriers doc 
with the ir horfea; viz., to lay heavy burthens upon them, and tb.cn to hang bels 
about their necks; they (hall have hard work, and great commendation*, but Pyn.sn 
caw commons; be applaudxl for excellent preachers, have good words, but Warn.2.30. 
flight w-gtr*. Thus in the City ; but what me.Tnre meet men with in the Coun¬ 
try > Hear it from a Countrey-Miniftcr* mouth. How many thou lands in this 
kill (faith He) Hand obnoxious in an high-degrcc to the judgements of God for 
thi- (in of facrilcdge, which is the bane of our people, and biemitli of our Church ? 

Some t here are who rob God of his main tythes, yet are content to leave him fill 
the bfle-‘: .they pluck our fleeces, and leave us the taglocks, poor Vicarage tithes, 
wbiS.ft thcmlclvcsand children are kept warms in our wooil, the Pa. fonagc. And 
and others yet more injurious, who think that too much, would the law bural- . 
low them n pair of flieers,thcy would dip the very taglocks off. Thefe ( with the Mr .Krc;.hi; 
deceitful! taylour ) arc not content to flmnk the whole mid fair broad-cloth to a Strang t r ,„ m 
de/.n of buttons, but they mull likewile take part of them away, and nlmine the *» fety p Cm 
very H.ivds, wqich only we have left. After they have full gorged themselves 5 ° 2 » 

Wi:luhr Paifbnagcgrains, they can finde means cither by nnconfcionable k-afesor 

C 'Mip. (uio.'a, to'pick the Vicande,e-bones &t- Thus He and much more to the 

like pn.rpoie. Our bleflings ( faith Another eminent Divine )arc more then 

thofe of old, our burthen lefl'e. And yet how unwilling comes even a little to 

the nainfulleft Miniftcr?. And thof.-, that upon a kind of confciencc pay other D/>v/ , fvr . 

duties, tlihik. ail lofl that goes ro the maintenance ot the Mimflciy, and 

that with inch repining, as if tint were inony of all other worft bellow- 
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and prove me»w herewith] Dignatio fiupenda,A wonderful condcfccnfi^Tthar 
God fhould call upon man to take experiment of him, to make butatriall, to out 
it to the proof whether he will not profper the penitent. This is fomewhat like 
that other paflage Pfal. 34. O ta(t and fee that the Lord is good &c. or that. Come 
and let us reafon together. O the never-enough adored depth of Gods goodnefle 
that he fliould ftoop fo low to us clay and dirt, dung and wormes-meat 1 He is fo 
Pfal-113-*. high, that he is faid to humble hintfelf to behold things done in heaven. If he look 
at all out of himfelf, to fee but what the Angels do, he doth therein abafe himfelf 
That he will deal fo familiarly with us ( who are no better then fo many walking! 
dunghils )as to bid us prove him what he will do for us, this deferves acknovv! 
ledgement and admiration in the higheft degree. Should he have ufed martial! 
law with thefe malapert milci cants in the text that had robbed him of his rights• 
and not only have reproved them and cut fed them with a curie of penurv but 
have ( ZWo-likc ) written his Iawes in blood upon them, he might have juftified 
his proceedings. Bui thus to commune with them, and not only to preferibe 
them a remedy for rcmovall of the curfe, Bring y e all the Tythes&c. but thus to 
Subefl jurandi perfwadc with them, and to permit them to prove his bountifulnefle in giving 
fpeetes.FiguitT. and his faithfulnellc in keeping promife with them, and that with an oath ( as foroi 
conceive. ) 

if l will not open the Windowes of heaven] then never beleeve me more; what 
a wonderfull goodndle was this? Surely we may well fay of it, as Chrjfoftom 
doth of the happiiiclle of h aven, Sermo non valet exprimere : experimento opus 
tfi ; Wc can never fuftieiently praifeit, but muff take the counfell he gives us 
and prove it, Prove me &c. There is an unlawfull and damnable proving or ra! 
thcr provoking of God, when men feparate the means from the end, holinefle 
from happineffe, will needs live as they lift, and yet prefume they fhallbefaved 
by the unknown me: ties of God. Such, were thofe that tempted and provoked 
the moft high God, and kept not his teftimonies Pfal . 78.56. like as before they 
Pfal. 106.14. had ,uftcd c* ce cdingly in the wilderncffe, and tempted God in the defert; while*? 

bearing thcmfclve* overbold upon their externall priviledges, they refufed toob! 
ferve his fhtutes, and keep his lawes. This fin, in the new Teftament is called 
tempting the Spirit of the Lord API. y. 9. Ananias and Sapphira did fo, when by 
a cunning contrivance they would needs prove and make triall whether God could 
deicry and would punifh their hypocrify : So did Judas the traytour when he 
boldly demanded, // it l Lord. So do all grofs hypocrites that prefent unto God 
a car cafe ofhotinefle, like Cham, or that curfed Cozener Mai. 1. 14. Such alfo 
as refute Chrifls offers of grace: and when he bids them as here. Prove him if 
upon chcir obedience to the lawes of his kingdome, he will not open the windows 
of heaven and rain down rightcoufneile upon them, even mercies withoutmeafure: 
and ( for confirmation) wills them as once he did wicked Ah **, Ask. thee a [tone 
of the Lord thy God t Ask “either in the depth , or height above; they churlifhly 
anfwer him in effedi: as he did, 1 will net ask, wither will 1 try the Lord. Where¬ 
upon the i ropbec that made the motion, in an holy indignation, Heareye now faith 
He, ye houfeefD avid, Isitafmall thing for you to weary men, but ye will weary ml 
Codalfol ifa.7.12. IJ. J J 

if I will not open you the windows of heavenj Vulg. the cataraUs or flood- 
g*> e. f$ nr fpouts of heaven : meaning the clouds,thofc bottles of nine, which God 
Gom. j Lapid. here promilcth to fhour down abundantly, tantd copid , impetu , &fiagore, ut 
ruere potius cjudm fluere vtdeatptr. A phrale noting great plenty 2 King. 7. 2. 
for m thofe hoc countries drought ever made a dearth. Hence the proud Egyp¬ 
tians whofc land is watered and made fruitfull by the overflow of the river Nilus t 
were wont in mockery to tell the neighbour nations, that ifGod fhould forget to 
tame, they might chance to ftarve for it. They thought the rain was of God, but 
not the river. God therefore threateneth to dry it up £«rA 20. o. Ifa . 10. <. 6. 
and fo he did: 


Creditur xALgyptxs caruiffe juvantibus arva. 
Jmbribus , atq ; annisftcca fuiffe novem. 


TO 
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To tend', both them and us, that bud: plenty and karcity, drought, and ran; are 
his work: he carries the keyesor the grave, of the heart, ar.J oY Luc windows of 
; 1 raven the clouds, under his own girule. Vefi'ds they are as thin as the 
which is contained in them, ihere they hang and move, thouglr wcirhtv vvich 
rheir. burden, how they arc upheld, and why they fdi here, auu now,'we* kr.oiv 
not, but wonder at it, as Gods handy- work, in the ’■ Hand <;t : t. Thom;:-., o; r?,e 
bsodkle of Ainke, in the mid deft or it is an hill: and over that, a toncinuailtioi .1, 
wherewith the whole iiland is watered. Jn the middle region of the air, God Lrh 
made 1! u-l^tjfe his I wee place ; Us p.ivilwK. round about ht;n c. ;e / . 
cloud. : > j t !>• ihf, pfal. u*». 11. Theie he weighes by nieafure, !•» rime not a dr.-o 
falls in vain, nor in a wrong place, jd< 28. 15. When he uttcrcrh iiis voice d.c:e 
is a multitude (or nolle) or waters in the heavens, and he enuftrh the vapour? to 
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God fed her.’-- ; 
■ fords own do: 
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afeend from the ends of the earth : he maketh lightening:: will: 

A wonderfull thing 111 rely, that out of the midtlcft or w.itcr, 
and hard Hones out of the midll of thin vapours, lids is the 
and it is ( worthily ) marvellous in our eyes. Are rher,- any 
the Gentiles \h t c.:ngive r.vn f or can the heavens guv jfr.nwre 
rali/ii will needs have it.- buc what faith the prophet t ) A : 

(id i the-efo-c nv will watt upon ‘her : fur s ho:: .// >;.vC. .-u.’thf: 

A p:uus rclhiution furcly, and that winch the Lord I.ere wouki i 
tike up: wc. in the way of his judgements to wait upon him, 
him, to honour linn with their fab Haute, and with rue fir ft fru 
creale. So Humid their barncsbe tilled with plenty, and their proi'G burn out a 
new ttinc, ‘/’.vr;. IQ- The Lt-cr.M iotti fii it hi. . ,%-J /•_• : ;v, 

rc:i' [hdi it- w..tcral .:is> himfr!:, 1‘rov. 11 25. 

Crd i-.’ill potire hr.ii e:t: a oltjfng j bccauie he . .:/- '/■»•/ . ’ ff as tf*c; *eSi 
hath it in that place of the Pruvercs tail cited, and he fiiaii h;n e ram cr.otv h. 
plrvhi crii , as i(r„.ckt rendreth ciic laH wordithere. 1 .cihalibea iVctcc ai:d .ea 
nable fho»v re to himfelf and others. Tly.refirc ih.yl c id ; f.-.v.-;; /:.•• 

cj tin cl \h.:ll few t r -gether to tie godne!!? f tie Lo.-d, for whe .1 ry,-v: 

ad. j or otly rad for the young tf the iiv; !■’, and op ihe he, . 1 : ard th e: r /• 

:i tv.i i 'cd at:till\\ ihr.llno: jomro any mere .7 .- 7 , G e n . 3 1. j 2._ (> nrcei- 

promife, every iyliable whereof drops myrrhe, and me- t y .' d.’r.th that . 
of i I-.!- -rayrngj ( fo we may call him as the Hebrews evil j. the i athcrofVo. 
becaufeheis the iirfir weread of in Scripture that vowed a vow unto c 
this promife of abundance plentiful, y performed unto him. So had C 
firff Chriftian limperpur, the Churches great IwneiV.ctour. //. 
yltig-JI.re, Ccujr.iuiiiutm Al.tyntoa t ;:.:s icrcr,.is 1 -yr uiu -c ; as 
utd) ut etude, et. The good f.ord tilled < r;.r r.t:>.c riie ..rear, w.ch lo nu 
blcflings, as never any man durlt with for. 

fhr.!| fav. It is enough : Thus the t haldee rendrcrl: it. 
fb.d! h ve mere then enough t as the v arcptan had, a •; 
fed running till there was no room. Borrow of thy;; :yhi 
but ibt: the dears ..pc . ;ha-. k was time to fm.it tl 
greater veflcls mult be lupplied from one little one. hee had a IV 
with a wirnefie. And fo had the Shunamite. Her table, ;m.l bed. 
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t.ie fropuer, Dn-k/. 

'.lie: 1 , many Vttr*fufri- 
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well bellowed : That candleflick repaid her tlic ligh.t cl her tu-ure hie and 1.na¬ 
tion ; that table, the means of maintenance ; that frool, a feat of fife -b dc ;, i 
bed, a quiet reft from the common calamities other nation. So hberall a pay- 
mafteris Cod: his retributions arc more then bcuntifull: he will not be overcome 
by his creature in liberality, f.int. 1.5. They Hull be lure to have their own a- 
gain with ufury, either in money, or moneys-worth. What they want in tempo¬ 
ralis ( a fufjhicar/ whereof they ITsall be fure of, if not a fyyrfiuuy ) he will make 
up in fpirituals, icy etui pence through idee as much, or more tl’cn lie.irt can 
hold. Some holy men have fo over-abounded exceedingly with joy, that they have 
been forced to cry out. Hold Lord, ftay thine hand, &c. their ipints were even 
ready to expire,’ with an exuberancy of fpirituall raviftiment: as the Church in the 2 
Canticles was fief of love, and therefore calls to the Mimitcrs, to (r.iv her f owfui^ ^ 
Lll ' 
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ii! g ard fivooning, to bolCtcr her up, being furprized with a love-qualme7~as the 
Queen of Sheba rapt with admiration, had no more fpirit in her .• as Jacobs heart 
Gojfr.i,, ult. fainted, when be heard the good news of Jofeph alive. Bernard, for a certain time 

Btr,r after his converfion, remained as it were, deprived of his fenfes by the cxceflive 

Cot'ih cu 1 nfafetions hc had from God - Qr**" and teftifie the like of them- 

r.«. ldvcs - . 

Ke je 11. And l will rebuke the devonrer for your fifes Caterpillars, Canker- 
wormes, and lucu hurccull creatures, Gods terrible army, as they are notably fet 
. forth tn their march and milchief, Joel 2. 2, 2, 4, 5, &c" with chap. 1 . 4 . to tame 
h:s rebels, to eafe him of his adverfarics, and to avenge him of his enemies Flay 1 
24. Thele he will rebuke ( for every creature is at his beck, and check ) as hc re- 
htuyAth: rcd-lca, .vid,, vras ehedu?, Pfitl.i 05. and as hc rebuked the winds, Mat. 

* lev ;‘> L *-\ - 4 - '?• the devil. Mat. 7.18. he will fay unto them, Abite 

adrnmhmr. Get you hence, and that’s enough, for they are all his fervancs Pf.tl 
119. 9 «, He is the great Centurion ( or rather Lord of llofh) that laith to this 
creature Go, and he goeth, and to another , Com-. , and he cometh, dec. if he do hut 
fay, V, ho is on my fide, who? all creatures look out at their windows, as ready 
prefl to dolus pleahire: neither is there any fo mean amongft them, orfodeipica- 
bl? that cannot, it let on by him, make the proudeft on earth (loop, and fav 7 h± 
:< the pipe - o' God. hut of this lee more in the 1. Doit, on verf. 18. of tins ( hat 

l that look for Gods bleiling, either upon their perlons or pofTeflions 
make their peace with God ( the genealogie of corn, and wine is reiblved into him* 

n-y 2. ?2. ) and bring him all his tytlics intofthc ftore-houfe, &c. Jefthee blafr 

tlictr fair hopes, cut off the meat from their moudies, rake his own and bee none 
take away his turn in the tune thereof, and his wine in thefeafon thereof &c*H„f 
~ 7 9 * T \ c k™ Saviours time, fus malts edofh, were punftuad in payin'* 

their tythes, even to a potherb, ALrah. 23. And at this dav, though not in the? 
own countrev, nor have a Uv.ticdl Priefthood, yet thole of'them that would bee 
G 4 °Z\ | r fP uted rc, 'S ,0,,s > do dirtribuce, in lieu of tythes, the tenth of their increafe unto 

Annqp.2 V . i the poor.- being perl waded that God doth blefTc their increafe the more • lor their 

, uluali proverb is, Dectma at d.zes fas, I ythe and be rich. Of the youna l 0 rd 
mrrtnrton ( the kit of that name; it is reported by Mr. S:o:lf, who preached hi* 
l unera 1 that he confhmly gave the tenth of his yearly revenue to pious and 
charitable ufes. And of reverend Mr. mil. IVhately Minifler of Banb irv it is 
1-kewile recorded in Im life, that he fet apart and expended for many years before he 
died tor good ules, the tenth part of Ins yearly comings in, both out of his tempo- 
.rail and ecdcliafhcall means of maintenance: and that he never thrived in his out- 
ward eftate till he took that courfe. Betides the fweet comfort that the fpir.ts of 
his wealth thus diftilled, as it were, brought to his confcience, both in life and ac 
death : and the blciling of a good name left behind him, according to that which 
follows next in the text, a And all nation & c . b 

Verfc 12. And all nations (hall call yott l lelfed~) vU. for the abundance of out- 
ward comforts andcommodit.es, by the which the Nations meafured menshappi- 

• nefle laying, Hilcjfed ts the people that is in jttch a cafe, Plal. 144.15. Cyprus was 
for this cauie anciently called Macana, that is, the blelTed countrey, as having a 
fufficicncy of all things within it felf: and England was called Return Da, thekiu«- 
dome of God or the Fortunate Jfland, and hnglilhmen Dares, as thofc that we°re 

' ; ct f e f i° m th i W - rat , h of God ■ 1,1 tl,e timc of Pope (lemon the fixth 

(as Mm of Avesbury teftihech) when Levis of Spain ivas chofcn Prince of the 
loitunate lflands, and for the conqueft thereof was toraifean Army ia France 
and Italy ; the tnghfli1 Agent at Rome,together with his company departed and gat 
borne as conceiving that the Prince was bound for England, then the which thev 

L&m Ho. ! r§ / th 7 , 7 aS " 0t a f°" u " atC Jfland in Che world ' the Jfland of Ly- 
r atm cUram * f n f :{S a ! l ’ la t a 1 the day long, the sky is never fo cloudy but that the Sun 

died. ' be feen there. Semper « Sole feta eft Rhodes, The if I,odes is ever in the Sun- 
fliinc, faith Y^aeas Syhtus. And of Alexandria in Egypt, Awmianvs MarceUixm 
obiervech, that once in the day the Sun hath been fecn to ihincovcr it. I confeffo 
the fame cannot be faid of England : ] remember alfo what I have l ead of a certain 
Frenchman, who retu rning home out of England, and being asked bv a countrey- 


man 
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man of his that was bound for England, what fcrvicche would command him into 
this conn trey ? Nothing but this, faid the other ; When you fee the Sunne,have Per ^ fnim 
f me commended to him : for i have been there two moneths, and could never fee TbHuiVofem 
him in all that fpace. Belike he was here in the deep of winter.. For at Summer mibi-Ciders 
Solflice Taritns ( in the life of Agricola) hath obferved, that the Suft fhmeth con- *o*licuit. G*- 
tinually in Britanny, and neither fecteth nor rifeth there j but pafleth fo lightly by 
us by night, that you can fcarce fay, we have any night at all: But if we fpeak of ^4 ng Ka ‘ 
the Sunfhinc of Gods grace and favour,either for fpirituals or temporals : as Delos is Vt finem atf, 
faid by Salinus ,co have been the firfl countrey that had the Sun Aiming upon it,after v f mm /«« 
thegenerall 'deluge, and thcrehence to have had its name : fowas England one of ex - guo - 
. the firfl- Hands that both received Chrift, and that (hook otf Ancichrift. And for Vofcas!**' 
temporal! bleliings, all nations call us b/effed, and count us a delightfome land in- A 'omeinqjex 
deed, a Undof dtfires, fuch as all men would defire to dwell in, for the exceeding eo fatn*m. 
fruitfulneflc and pleafantncffe of it: it being the Court of Queen Ceres , the grana^ Pol 1 llCA 1 ' 
ry of che Wefrern world, as forreigne Writers have termed it, the paradife of 
pleafure, and garden of God, as our own Chronicler. The truth is, We may well 
fay of England, as the: Italians do of Venice, by way of proverb He that hath not 
[ten it, cannot belt eve what a dainty place it is : and he that hath not lived there form- 
good (pace, cannot uaderfhtnd the worth of it. Our Mr. /ifchans, Schoolmafler CO 
Elizabeth, had lived there fome time, and had foon enough of it: for though hec 
admired the place, he utterly difliked the people for then- loole iiving. A^d the 
like ( alallc) may be too truly affirmed of us. We live in Gods good land, but nor by 
Gods good lawes : we eat the fat and drink che fweet, but we fan&ifie not che 
J.ord God in our hearts, we live not as becorncth Chriflians. Our hearts ( like our ; 

1 Climate ) hath much more light then heat; light of knowledge, then heat of zeal- « ^ 

our liikewarmncfle is like to be our bane, our finnesour fnuffes, that dimme our V 
candleftick, and threaten the removal! of it. O fe fiat id in nobis ( faith One) quod ' - 

in Sole vidittir, qui quibus affulfcrit, ijs etiam ealorem & colorem imptrtire folet ! 

O that the Sun of righteoufoefTe would fo fliine upon us, as to warm us, and tranf- 
forme us into the fame image from glory to glory, as by his Spirit! ’o that he 
would fee up his own kingdome here more and more amongft us ! then fhould wee 
be more happy then the Israelites were under the raigne of king Solomon, or the Spa¬ 
niards under_ their Ferdinand the third, who reigned 35. years: in all which time Lope?Glo(T.. 
there was neither famine nor peftilence in the land. in Prolog par. t 

Verf. 13. Tour Words have been JtonLagainfi mc~] Or, reenforced, or ftrongly 
confirmed. Superant me verba vrftra, fo fome have rendred it. By your hard and 
hate full words you have been too hard forme, as it were. And it is, asif God 
fhould fay, I have given you my beft advice to break off your llnnes, and to brin^ 
me my tythes, that I might bleffe you both with ftore, and honour. But I have 
loft my labour: I fee well, my fweet words are worfc then fpilt upon you, who arc 
fo hardened in your errour and blafphcmy, that you arc ftill clamouring and caftino 
out odious words againft me. Once before you had fet your foul mouthes again!? Vab'aquidm- 
me, and like fo many wolves ( that were wood ,) you held up your heads and howl’d caifemJo,, pro'. 
out chefe ugly words, Every one that doth evil is good in the feirht of the Lord and f clent!J perdo' 
he delighteth in them,&cc. ( was it pofiiblc that the wit of malice could devife fo high 
aflander?) And now you are at it again, creaking like doors that, move upon 
rufty hinges, nay clattering and bluftering out fuch hellifti and hideous blafphemies, 
as ac the hearing whereof, it is great wonder if the heavens fweac not, earth gape 
not, fearoar not, all crcacures confpirenot to be avenged upon you.- as the very 
ftones in the wall of Aphek turned executioners of thofc blafphemous Aramitcs, 
when as being but ignorant Pagans, their tongues might feem no (lander. 

Tour words have been font agatnft mv Yea ftoiltcr and ftoutcr: your wicked- 
nefle frets like a canker, and encreafeth jlill to more ttngodlincffe, 2 Tim. 2 . 17. 

Evil men and deceivers grow worfe and worlc, 2 Tim. 3.13. as being given up by 
God, Rom. 1. 28. afted and agitated by the devil, Ephef. 2. 2. ferving diverfe lufts 
and pleafurcs,T<r.3.3. which to fatisfie is an endleffe piece of bufinefle. Neither let 
any here fay, they were but words that thefe are charged with, and words are but 
wind, &c. for words have their weight, and are marvellous provoking. Levitcr * 
volant, fed non levit'er violant. You (hall find fome, faith Erafmus, that if death 
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be threatened, can defpife it: but to be belied they cannot brook, nor from revenge 
contain thcml’clvcs. As a murthcring-weapon in my bones , faith David, mine ene¬ 
mies reproach me, Pfal.^z.i o. Dcfpcrate fpecches and biafphemies that impofe up¬ 
on the Lord any .thing unbefeeming his Majefty ( a thing common among thejcivs, 
even at this day ) he can by no means away with. Sec how God ftomacketh fuch 
proud contumelious language, 1 *fill. 73. 11. and 04.4, 5,6, 7, &c. Zcph.i. 12. 
Jiz,sch. 9. 9. See how he punifhed it in him that bored thorough his great Name, 
Lev. 24. II. L'.’Mvike commonly called St. LcWss, caufed the lips of blalphemers 
to be feared with an hot iron. Philip the l-rench King punifhed this fin with death, 
yea though it were committed in a Tavern. The very Turks have the Chriftians 
blafphcming of Chrift in execration : and will punifh their prifoners forely, when 
as, through impatience, or defperateneffe, they wound the ears of heaven: Yea' 
Spccvl.Europx. the jews in their fpeculations of thecaufesof theftrange fucccfle of the affairs of 
1 ahe world, afiigne the reafon of the Turks prevailing lo aga'nft the Ckriflians, to 

be their biafphemies: and among other fcandals and lets of their convc-rfion, arc 
all thofe flout words darted with heilifli mouthes againlt God in their hearing, fo 
ordinarily and openly, by the Italians efpecially, who blafphemeoftncr then fwear, 
and munher oftner then revile or flandcr. Andrew AluJ, ulus in his difeourfe, in¬ 
tituled, The devil of blafjihemy, hath a memorable ftory of a dcfpcrate dicc-player 
in Helvetia, Anno 1553. at a town three miles diftant from Luccrna. \Vhcrc,oa 
<1 I.ords-day, three wretched fellows were playing at dice, under the town-wall. 
One of them, named 'Ulricas Schraierus, having loft a great deal of money, (wore 
that if he loft the next call, he would fling his dagger at the face of God." He left 
it, and in a rage threw up his dagger with all his might toward heaven. The dag- 
ger vaniihed in the air, and was feen no more : five drops of blood fell down Lpon 
. J the table where they were playing, which could never be wa(lied out, ( part of •: 

is flili kept in that town for a monument) the biafphemer ( to fay the befi of him) 
was fetcht away prefently body and foul by the devil, with tilth an horrible noife, as 
affrighted the whole town. The other two came to 4 milerable end fhortly after. 
The truth of this relation is further attefted by pb Jjntelius , and Philip Lorn cents, 
Theat.hiflor.pAg. 142. 

yet ye fay , What have we Jpoken fo much againfl thee . ? J Chald. ivhat have We 
multiplied to flieak. bejore thee ? As if they fhouid lay , t is not fo much that we 
have fpoken , that thou fhouldeft make luch a bufinelle of it. Nothing more 
ordinary with graceleffe men, then to elevate and extenuate: great fins with them, 
are final! fins, and fmall fins no fins .• when as every finne ihould fwell like a toad in 
their eyes, and the abundant hatred thereof in their hearts, fhouid make them fay 
all that can be faid for the aggravation and delegation of it: fith there is as much 
crcafon in coyning pence as bigger pieces; becaufe the Juprerne authority is as much 
violated in the one as in the other, but this fin of theirs was no peccadillo , as ap¬ 
peared by the following inftance. 

Verfc 14. Tehave Jaid , It is vain to ferve Cod'] Vulg. He is vain that ferves 
God. Ye are idle, ye are idle faid Pharaoh to the Jfraeficcs when they would needs 
go facrifice, and to Adofes and Aaron , Tc lei the people from their works. Any thing 
feems due work to a carnall mind Hiving Gods fcrvice : that's labour loft, timecaft 
away, they think. But this is their want of fpirituall judgement.; they lee not the 
beauty of holineffe, they tafte not how good the Lord is : they’difeern not things 
that are excellent, they meafure all by prclent fight,fenfe, and tafte, as do children, 
fwine and other bruit creatures: And therefore they thcmfclves arc vani oft vanijfi- 
mt > as an Expofitor here fpeaketh, vain, and moftvain, and tliat for two reafons, 
and in two refpefts. l irft, for that they cake thcmfelvcs to be fcrvcrs of God. Se¬ 
condly, they ftick in the bark, ferve him with the out-fide oncty, honour hint with 
their lips , and not with their hearts, to bring him vain oblations.\ empty perform¬ 
ances, ferve him with (hews and formalities which he delights notin, nay he rejeds 
them with infinite fcorn, as he did the Pharifees devotions, Lul^. 16. 15. becaufe 
they were but skin-deep, and not heart-fprung ; therefore they were not a button 
the better for them. God loves and looks for "truth in the inward parts, Vfal. 51.6. 
he looks that men fhouid do his will from the heart , Ephcl. 6. 6 . and ferve him in 
their jpmts } Rom. I. 9. In doing whereof there is great reward, ff-l. 19. u. 

premium 
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premium ante premium, that Euge of a good conlcicr.ee: this the ftranrer med- 
ieth not with, conceives not of, the wealth eft Gods pilgrims Handing more in 
Jewels, and gold, things light ol carriage, and wcil po table, then in Houle and 
land. His Icrvants have that here that doth abundantly pay them for their pains 
alorc-hand : lightcoufhcfic being it> own reward 5 and they hnowimr within thcr.c- 
felves,that they have in heaven a better and an enduring fubfrance. But hereafter oh Heb. 10. 
the rich rccompcnce that God fliall make them ! oh the heaped up ImppinclV: of 
filch at the Iaft ! when thefe vain talkers in the texr, and all that are of their triind 
fhall roar out Nos infenjati, We fo;>le.s counted their lives madneifc : But now &o 
See more of this in the following Note on vcr. 1 O.doctr. 5. 

what profit is it that ttv have k- pt his ordinance \ The Chaldee hath ir, ffluod mam¬ 
mon adeptiftimtts ? what mammon or wealth have wc gained ? Maminonifts are 
all for gain, their very godlincflc is gain, fill they have an Laglcs-cyc to the prey, 
when they feem to fly higheft toward heaven : If they may not get by God, they 
loon grow weary of his work. What fticwcs ioever they make of better, lure 
it is their belly is their God, they mind earthly things, '{’hole will follow the chile 
as Jonathan, till they meet v. ich the hony-combe ; or::': acurr foil owes ids ma- 
ftertillhe meet with a ri- n. Thefe come to Chrift ( as that yong Pivi; ift*o 
did ) ha fitly , but the • • go a way hot: i’t ; becaufe they confider not. that with the 
Lord are durable rich • /ftv. .S.18. and that go.ilmefle a- it hath mauyirofie--, foit 
hath many coim . e:; ag-,:: ft c ..t; likea>n:» count.yhaTi more v= ruinous c.ca- Nr- 

, tures then Egynt, n;,nc n v Ami-lores. This chcic Seuiualifts, Having non lie in 

fpirit, undniiuiuJ pot’• t ■ : he.ice c!km- i< •mpl.iiut of a difappnimment ; tafhnga ' ^ 
ftirr upon Gods louft-kcig as thoie ipiestiid vpon the promifed land, ai'.d Num. 12. 
ready torunback eg. pcro.-h'ir ficlh-eots, gaiTok, and onions there. Lo, 
this is the guife ofgtac ! ci:e pen »' S , with, whom th i J tlie bell religion rii.it brinys \ 
grcatcftarivar.t.:.' di.. *ft- ; tlii- life- if the Ark bring a hi lling with it, as 
it did to Obcd-bdum, »r ft . 1 -uked upon 31 worthy of entertainment ; butifa 
plague of poverty c ;re v.v.ft it, thefe I’hiiiftm: s will be glad to • id their hands of 
it. The gai ifimefie of hu mu:, wealth, and idea Hives do lo dazlc their eyes, that 
they think it the only happiml'ie to ha jc and to hold. Such fooics they are, an J 
lijch great bcafls, if David n ay judge P ( ai. 73. 22. to fly a fooles-pitch,, and to 
g-c ha-.vking aftur that that cannot be h as Sul.-mm fa th f, ro. z 3.5. O: ifhad, 
yet cannot cc held, as being of fwifreft wing, red v form g me. a-a poft th^t 
pafleth by. Godiinefle bath ;lve pnnnife of i- th live- : and we ; end uf feme 
godiy men in Iciipture, that were richer then any ocher. IL.t God will have it 
lomcrimcs to be otherwile tha: godlmJll- m.-ftit be ad-o-.j- d n-ric left: and 
to (hew that his people ferve him not for co:.i -:o iit/ lob 1. 9. But that none 
fervesGovl for u.nughr, no not 1 \> much a- i.m: ad-.-o. or lm.fti. a fi;v. See before 
ch.p. 1. io s 

that :iv h.tvi Igpt h/i ordinances' which, if they had d m • i.idccd, they would 
never haw e; w Mgged, tiunh iefs blafphemvd : ch. v w- uM have acaded them- 
lelves, a..- not rue iivine providence; tlivy would haw i.rd with In ly Ji^-a 
aid iirs /v / iw us for our tviil deeds, a:idfo>- on are t f • f i(fe : and tbm our 
God, hajl p::ndb:d us lefs then u:tr iniquities dr ferve. A/ighitfl theft not be flsfllf 
an f with ns till thou hadfl confumed us, Jo that then fbottll be no remnant r.orefe.t~ 

pinf ? 11.i.r. 9. i', 14. Thus the good whe it falL low at the feet of the fan icr, % 
when th ’ clr.ffwhiiri •. > and flyc% at his face. Thus the fa cep, when ihorn, 11 ‘at 
and lookes downward: whereas the h.mg rbic wolf I o dees up and how lew a- 
gainft heaven. Hypocrites ufe to wrangle with God and expofiulate the uikind- 
nels of his nou-acccptancc of their fer vices as 11 jay 50. 3. Wherefore have wefafi- 
ed, fay they, and thou feefi not} wherefore have iir afflicted c:ra foulc, and thou ta¬ 
keft 701 knowledge ? God was, m their opinion, far too fiiort and much behind 
With them; and therefore much to blcmc, and they mu ft give him the telling 
of it; They do fo; and they have their anfwcr. So they fhall have here in the 
following verfes, and the next chapter, which ought not to be divided ti om this, 
as fome conceive. They upbraid the Lord as with their obfervanccs, fo with their 
humiliations. 

and that we have walked mottrnfullyf] Or, in bl.tcly ., the habit of mourners : 

L 1 1 3 whence 
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whence that of the Heathen Oratour, Athcnienfes non nifi at rati err, The Atbeni- 
,, ansarc never fogood as when they arc all in black;that is,undcrfome heavy 

ob. And a great Satefman of this kingdomc had this verfe written upon his ftu- 
dy door. 

Anglicagens efi optima Jlerts or pefftmaridens. , 

i Kng.21.27. Great Brittain all in blacky, is in its beft condition. But what is it to wear 
fackclpth, and walk foftly, with Ahab, when he had fold bimfelf to do wickedly} 
what is an humbling day without an humbled heart ? not only ah irreligious in¬ 
congruity, but an high provocation j like Zimri's aft, when all the congregation 
were weeping before the dore of the Tabernacle. Surely God may lay to fuch 
pretender?, as Jfaac did to his father. Behold the fire and the wood, but whefs tlx 
lamb for a facrifice ? or as Jacob did to his fons that brought him the bloody coat, 
Loe her s the coat , but whci's my child ? your garments are black, but your hearts 
and lives arc much blacker. Go, cleanfe your hands ye firmers , and pun(ie your 
hearts, you double-minded. Be afflicted, in good earneft, and mourn to lome 

purpolc, and Weep , foak and fouce yourfelves in tearcsof true rcpcn;ance: let 
your forrow for fin be deep and downright: turn jour laughter to mourning, and 
yourjoytoheavtnejfe. Jam. 4. 8, 9. And then come, let its reafon together, laitll 
the Lord. AH thefe unkind contcftations fhallccafe, and all loving corrcfpondca- 
cics fhall pafle betwixt us. God had (aidas much as all this before to them verfe 7, 
10, 11. Sed furdo fabulam , their adamant was too hard to be mollified. 1 heir 
bulrufhes, though bowed down for a day, while feme ftorm of trouble was upon 
them, was now fo pierkt up, as if it would threaten heaven, witnefle their con¬ 
tinued contumacy, their robuftious language in the next verfe alfo, flouting it out 
Hill with God. 

Ferfe 15. And noW we caU the proud happy ! Such as, boyling and fwelling with 
fpiteandfpicenagainftGod and his people, deal arrogantly and inlolently, doing 
Wickedly With both handsearnefily Exod. 18. II. and 21 . II. and woikng their 
own ends confidently and daringly : thefe wc call and count happy, becaule weal¬ 
thy and well underlaid, as they lay, becaufethcy live in the height of the worlds 
blandifhments. But the whole book ©f Ecclefiafics is a clear and full confutation of 
this fond conceit, had they but ever read or regarded it. How can the proud por¬ 
tion be bappy that hath God for his profeft enemy ? what was all Hamans honour 
to him, when the king frown’d upon him? what was Ahab the better hi hi* 
ivory palace, his gold, and his jewels in every place, when thehesven uasbrafle 
above, the earth iron beneath ? Surely God abhorreth pride as an abomination of 
Fral.31.23. defolation : and though he preferveth thefaithfull, yet fooncr or four he plentifully 
reWardeth the proud doer. Like metallinthe fire when they Chine brighteft, they 
' are neareft to melting: and like a bulging wall, they will Ihortly faii. Swelling 
is a dangerous fymptom in the body, lo is pride in the foule. Telluntur in altum, 
ut lapfugraviore ruant. Neither are they therefore to be reputed ever awhitthe 
more happy, becaufe they come notin trouble like other men, but prolper in their 
wickcdneffe. For God is never more angry with fuch, then when he feemesbcH 
plealed. Pharaoh had fair weither made him, till he was in the middeft of the 
. Sea .* fatting cattle are but fitting for the fliamblcs. Never was Jerufalems condi¬ 
tion fo defperate, as when God faid unto her. My fury fir all depart fiom thee, / 
will be quiet and no more angry Ezek. 16 . 42. Nor Ephraim?, as when he faid, 1 
will not punifb your daughters when they commit Whoredom. ' And, Ephraim is )<>)%- 
ed to idols, let him alone Hof. 4. 14, 17. fc. till I come and fetch my full blow at 
him. Clem. Alexandrians cites Plato expreffing himfelf thus: Although a righce- 
* ous man be tormented, although his eyes be digged our, yet he remains a blclfcd 
man: and the contrary. 

they that work, wickedneffe arc fetup'} Hcb. they are built up 1 fc. in poftcrity, 
Pfcl. 17. and P rof P crit y of al1 folt . s - The pfalmift exprefleth it thus : They arc full of children , 

and leave the refi of their fab (lance to their babe J.Thus God built the midwives houfet , 
that is, he gave them children, for their mercy to thole new-born-babes Exod. 2. 
21. Thus he builded David an houfe 2 Sam. 7. And thus thofe that return to the 

Almighty 
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Almighty have a gracious promife that they fhall he built up lob 22. 2 f That" 
theieiloutand ftift Stigenacicks were built up and prospered, though (after lb 
fweec an invitation) they turned not to him that fmoc them, we need not won¬ 
der , fich it is their portion, as David fheweth, all they arc like to have, or mult 
ever look for. Befides, Is not God the true proprietary of all ? Is nor the earth 
the Lord, purfe, with the fulncfle thereof, and may he not do with his own as he Mar 20 1-, 
pleafeth ? Add hereunto that what wicked men have, they have it with a uric, 
and for mifthief: their table isafxare to them ; they are like to pav d:ar for ibe-r 

furo-t- mnrlJc nc Tnr t,!. .. 27/iA_ 1 _ JT * 

i 
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quam efi Dei cogitatio ut mail fare ant &c. No fea is fo deep as the divine diipcnto- 
tion.hat good men (hould fuller, bad men profper. They are built up with hi ef¬ 
fing:, as they fay the Phenix builds her neft with hot fpiccs, wherein Hie is after¬ 
wards burned. They build as thofe at Babel, and feather ’their nett-- as if their 
lives were rivetted upon eternity : but as their foundation i? laid upon fire-woik , 
h brimflone isfcattered upon their habitations Job iS. Ifthefircof Clodb wrath 

but touch it, all will be quickly confumed. Dioclefi.m that bloody rerleciuour 
delpairing of ever rooting out the Chriftian religion as he had endeavoured to bo, 
gave over his empire in a difeontent, and decreed to lead the reft of his lifi* cxui—lv't 
But he could not efcape fo : For, after that, his houfe was wholy confumed with F efeb.de vita 
lightening, and a flame of lire that fell from heaven, he hiding himfelf for fear o* C'onjhmM.s. 
the lightening, died within a little after. Weir inward thought is ( faith the HM- 
imfl of iuch wicked Aiheifts ) that their houfes, (honour?, riches nephews )JbiB 
continue for ever : and their dwelling place fo all generations ; they call their hou¬ 
fes after their own names ; as Cain called his ncw-Luilt city Enoch after the name 
of his Ion, that he m.ghc leave him Lord Enoch of Enoch. Nc vert hiefv man b c in« 
in honour abideth not : he u like the beafts that peri ft, PfA. 4 9. j r Pi 4 fc u f 0 tQ 
madehereof fee ver 16. Be not thou afraid \ \>k» ( 9 wicked j cme hmade rich, when 
the glory of his houfe isincreafed &c. 

yea they that tempt Cod are even delivered] Still theie Mifcreams are "routine 
out their grudges againft God. What this fin here inftanccd, vU. of lemptmt 
G°du, hath been ihcwed before in the note on ver. 10. of th s chapter : l-L,-e 
it is to be taken for an audacious dat ing of God to take vengeance, as Ntm 1 - 
Thefe very worit fort of finners are lomctimcs not only {pared,* but piofpered 
Jer 12. 1. d-c. Their Epha is not yet full, their iniquity not found to be hare- 
full enough yet. But the wicked is kept ( by the patience of God ) unto the day of 
deftruthon: and fhall be brought forth 10 the day of wrath, as condemned Male- 
factours are to execution, fomc by pofterns and by-gates, others tho ou<’h the 
marketplace.- fo here. He that hath ftollen a good ho.fe, rides gallantly moun¬ 
ted for prefent, till Ihortly after, followed dole by Hut and cry he is foon a pore 
hended, fentenced, and brought to condign puniflmient. And this i s the verv 
ftate of prelumptuous finners, and will be. I know well,that becaufe (bntence is 
not presently executed, therefore the hearts of the fans of men are fet in them to doe 
wickedly. Felixfcelusvirtus vacatur, as we lee here. The proud are ca/lc > haw Ecclcf.8. 
becaufc, for prefent, in profperity. Sec the like Ier. 44. n Ccn -o ig 
Thonyfins, after the lpoile of an Idol-temple, finding the winds favourable in his 

naviganon, Lo, faid he, how the God? approve of Sacrilcdqc. But th_cak 

nefie of this argument fee fet forth by Solomon Eccltf. 9. 1,2/3. with th" Notes 

t -°, thc W i ckcd ’ nowhl-1-wiictlw...s if a man 
mould aft , purfe full of gold into a Jakes. He gives them tithes to furn ih the it 
xnditcmenc out of them: as fofeph put his cup into their fade to pit k a quarrel wit h . 

tl ' cft to their charge. The fontoinc o! profperity ripens rheir (in 
apace, and fo fics them for dcftruftion. Let Cod therefore be fuftified, and every 
mouth ftopped. } * u ') 

formal* The - n they thA j[ car ^ the Lord &c. J Them when all fiefii had Gratia, 
corrupted their wayes: and the whole world turned Aiheiflrs. Then when there Hof.4.1. 
was™ truth, nor mercy , mr knowledge of God i n ,hc land (none, to {peak of)buc 
mat it was even darkened with profanenefle, as Egypt was with thole very g ril > - 


Ivvecc morlcls, as tiamandi dtor his wine at EJthers banquet- Bernard cailcsthc 
Wicked mans profperity mtfcricordiamomni indignation? crudiliorem , a iSSSSs 
more cruel, then any adverfiry. ^«/?/»alfirmeth, Nullum mare tarn profxndum. 
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W.V ,.z h ,2 IT ' bat cme T T T th T of » ExU ; 1 1 4 , n. Then whoTthe faith- 

Ui!t uty WM Uaomc a* harlo: : her Cilver turned into drofle, her wine mixe with wa 
ter: ner people not dilute onely, but dijjo/mc : her /elf exattrea jxtia t Jl ay a enter. 
t.y.'&ti:n.i]xrr,y, i.v J'tn-c.!, urn a ( as One once laid of Rome ) of gold beam 
}'■■ -‘‘Jr "1 ir won, of iron earth. or rather muck, 
llev .'^ i , !i: l f y jt-.rnd tU Lord J Tholefew names that had not defiled their «a’- 
i ]ch.5.j3. iii io muI a leakm ; but had kept thcmfelvcs nr fro: ted of the world undefi 

lea in the way ; lo as that that wicked One had not touched them, had not thrufthis 
ucu.,ly King into them, had not transformed them into fins image. Thefe flood un 
to f.ickb for God, to Hop the mouth of blafphcmy, and to frablifh one another in 
peruvshon of Gods holy truth, and conllant care of his dear children. 

Ji'-kr tjuu one-to a whirl Mom amts renders it. Time vaftat i /urn tlwcntes D*. 

; io. aoimpijs & Allah imp tine cos hivxeUntibtis- I hat is. Thu were thofe 
ly.u jcrrc.itbe Lord \\ a Jhd dtft rayed, viz. hv thole wicked Athcifts who fell 

Jiom herce wor u s, to bloody blows: io the word is tiled, 2 Cbreu. 21 -o P‘nl -> r 
imt tins .s far let, and nothing fb agreeable to the mind of the Holy Ghofr here 
our fnglilh after other approved franflacions. it is the fame word that is ufed 
V/Z . iIu> ' c n’^enot lu much againft God, as thefe did lor him, and about 
HAr:.-;. Il, !‘\ Co t ' at “ otI,cr * ‘Or mucuall confirmacior, that that which was haitir," inniv 
Mugiic not he turneu out of the way, but healed rather. Great is the benefit of 
lob <.*< ' ^; ;‘ri ln v: mcr 5 nce i ** ilrcn ? t!lcmr, s ^ *eak Knees, rr.d comforting the feeble 

J ' " f ! ‘ ^.Morablc are right ivorus? One feafcmihie truth GlIinGuron a P ™*- 

pm eu heart, hath oft a ftrong and lw?tr operation : as li me (perches bf StaJici- 
Y^fr'r ** T Ui ’ 0n L T cr: , y A u ’ lK ! ll i 1£ is ^ that he was nu.cl, cheared up by 

|Sg U l?” f H C1 A C Wl l h an , o! . a Pi ; cft ^ fc0 T lin S about J i: ^'fcatUT. hv faith, and explain¬ 
ing toe Articles of the Creed to him. Lmimtr hkeuile w as much furthered by 
... . tearing beht.j, couieJlion, ami having frnjrnr.t confcrntc v. itli jiim. at Ihmihs- 

ti%T"' f,'. “ '• t P lM '“' ht , rclhc V to *«>*m the fieldsat Cambridge, wascal- 

led long a,ter. Kurcy, as a little boat may land a man into r. larcc Continent • fo 
P“- :: 1 ™ s , 0d ,vords I'-EStft msttcr ft fccicnc for a whole lives meditation.' This 
lvdl Caows, and thcrctoreas he did what be.ould to keep t .<„! nr ,d j 
aluiwier, /\..v. 6 . 7. So lie doth fill to keep the faints one IV* iv another t ! 'a't* ev 
n:ay not build up thcmfelvcs in their n:of; l.o| v faith y: av in the h< iv C 1-ofi *A.*i 
one another out of the lire, &c. How were the Aphks pe. fumed for’their 
jiuciC,a-»K,an meeting the primitive Chriftiar.s bar.ili.ed and confined to lies r-nd 
J ,V !IKS ’ lV !- trC C , U ‘ y t0l!iU not j :avc flt'tcflc one to another, ns Cyprus complains: 
l y l ’ (,or i*™* h . erc 111 of J J «>pery. meeting as they could for nmtunil cdifica- 
t.oil- aiH. therefore necuied of icdiiion : for pretention whereof it was ordained 
AnTy Min. urL:i n-’i, fliould flock fee ret i\ togetlicr above the number of fix they fhould be 
atiadieu of trealon : In the Protclbnts at A/i/«»U‘rg in C iermany were forbidden 
- Hdk “P on ra« n .of «»cath to (peak together of Seri prime- mat tors And at AW? the f e- 
fmtes fh aitly charged the people not to talk of God, either in rood fort or in bad. 
See more of this in my freanfc on thefe words, called The lugi.uons Rccom- 
piMji. C/.■:/?.4. bctl. 3. ar.nt*..cd to rius C.011111.100tarv, 

itxdt bgfjLord kc,rrl'p»cd and heard J He not onc.y heard, but JWfW or lifte- 

rht \ fn S \ Cft g " :ter ?-• 3. ’-It imports not onely at tin- 

> no., of body, but intention or imr.de, (as when a mail lifk-neth as for life and 

makes bard fhifc to hear all) and me *r/* a of memory, i or which purpofe alfo 
rcmcmtrcuce is here fa id to be written before him, or by his appointment. 
^r mommenn, A book of Acts and Monuments, in' aiitiiion to the cuftomeof 
ah.^s See j.j\ u. 2. 23. Tmhtflf.fi ( tiiat -warlike Scythian) had alwaycs by him 
tHrk.hifl.fo1. ® catalogue of the names and good deierts of his ferv;«,ts, winch he daily perufcd, 

” 7 - 'i n{ t Wh ° m hc ui:cl i rcwa ^^ : not ceding hy them, or am- others in their behalf, 

to be put m remcmbrar.ee. Much lefTe doth tiw ford, u ho bottles up the tears of 
Ins people, hies up their prayers, puts all their holy fpccchcs and pra Aifes on record, 
that lie may make all honourable mention of them at the lafl day, in that rrcat Am- 
plutlicatre, that general! Affembly : not once remcmbrir.g any of tiicir mifdecds, 

D ^‘ dee mere .of this in the Rtoh:cons in.:ns Ktcctiipcxfc 

JLi.np.s.&o. 1 

and 
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mid that though upon his iV.« w 1 That had Cod before their n/W J--- 

Tf o 1 " S ,8 0 ?l’- I I r C ° r r ‘ °{ V' tha ■ th , 0l,sI ; c “P 0 " his «'ramand ! e m ’ cn { to do them' 

. hi. 0^.18. that can truly fay with the Vjuhnift^ How precious are thy choimht* 

render it, &c. See my Righteous m .tns Recorr.^nf- Pm 2 Clup z * ’ ^ 

*** * r “ Hm “” d ‘ U/ar * 1 s « Thc *¥»">» *«m. 


CHAP. nil. 

herfe t. p O R behold the day cometh ! This Chapter fnould net be divided from. 

, • i ■ tie ^°™ er - for here Gods different dealing with the righteous and 

the wrekea, propofed in the former z-er/e, is further amplified by divede effects of 

Jifiid oftTiK firrr flCfll; f nU ltan y ask > faich an how this was ve- 

0t , at lus fi . r{ l C0 ! T ! in S ? wc an liver, 1c was inchoative, and by way of nre- 
patation then : and fliali be consummate in the day of the laft iudoement This 
day tomptcK-idcth all that time that is called by the ApolHe. thi rds of ,bc J1 
i;".' ' f a l K worU to come, HcC 2.5. ali theadminirtratiomofChrifts 

kmgdome, ilom his incarnation to thc c«J of nil which alfo is ac hand, and 
as ic were, under view already, Behold. Thcd.n, that notable dav folonn-linked 

Iomfo 4 stw’r !, ° b ° Sft n ® f * R j dcc ™ !r > and P romiliJ tliemlelvesalfnoil!blc 

«</*», ( faith ?«chi,J cs 

m .. . I - 4 -) tunc intcUigcmui ns ip/.os pro.w fun. Then flwll we have a mod: 

nnT'i'iT' f ; ln ? as tlley are ’ &c ■ Lo ,hM d “y c °™«h : not luclt a day as you 
.filled, but like that in Amos. A day of ditrkncffc, and not liqkt : evert very dnb 
andnoOnobenjre.n.,. A day that (hall burn litre art oven : NebM^arsOvmT^ 0 - 

leven times more heated then it was wont. Ties day „ ,o m e. ehe end,, e.Z i, eKV, •> 

iinfST" eT n 4 ? " f~' l£ was fulfi<lcJ in l’ arc l, p°» tl,is people at ’the 
ftuidion of Jenilalem by che Romans, and their miferable exile ever finee tor 
their unbelief. Howbeic all thefe are but the beginning of finer, thei p efeu 

tTL V yP ' C / k eI1 ’ ‘PjfT, hCK ° f " r^dJsebLd, ,he re eHf ic 
tfl’ ei J r , Z f J rr ’ Z h , H il "■ Jt . is faid to bc Ur else deJ/nni Ift. 3 , 

tere' f fitdow„ J1dt.V i a " 5 A1| - p0 "' c *» wifdome did deliberate, and, asit 

The fir. Of ^n d j d( n : “? ft ' or [ ne '' t ' n S temper, for chat mod formidable fire, 
liafofo. f a ? y . n ’ a " f “T?i bc ver f tci ' nblc > when all the world diall be on a 
•1,1 ?''an d WKketl men flialII give account with flames about their ears, with 
he elements melting and falling like fcalding lead, or burning bell-mcttall on t“eir 
whCTeof b f t a t ’ isw ' 11 bc hut a fhadow, or fparkof thac fire of hell, the fmoke 

mhe „o f ? “ d 1 fo . r . CVCr , and ever . Rt y -1 »■ 3- Some have held the fire of hell 
to be no true material), and corporeall fire, but metaphorical!, ,«/.» „vi, Dei, 
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• n- Thc u° ft conl P irc in thc contrary Tencnt: beuufe bodycs arc to be punifht-bv 

r / e Tr tn How l ? u 1CS arc all ° thus Rented as thc rich gluttons Lu^ 1 6. AtiRin firs 

’ ' • down and admires thc myacry: He tells us that for vchcmencyot heat, it exceeds 

our arc, as hr as ours d> >th fire that's painted on a wall. I would we had not caufc 
to complain that preaching of hell is but as thc painting of fire: which men can If 
F# aliquos look on and handle without hurt or aflrightment. Surely he that obferves tC 

pI'flL, tt?.? thls a s;. n,a >' fay to “«,<*<•^» &/», c„*, * 

nift qui non- falfa txtfhmas, I bcleevc you think hell to be a very 

elum are la- table.. * 

i mnr.)incn. and all the proud, yea and all that do wickedly &c. J Thofe proud whom voti 
pronounced hap iy cnap. 5. 15. becaufc jolly, and full of worldly proiberitv 
neb and renowned: thole workers of wickcdneffe whom you looked upon as’ 
Jit up bwlt upon a firm bafis : God fhall abalc every one that is lifted up,he fhall rc- 
pay thewickcd*doer to his face Dent. 7. 10. and into his bofom ECay 6 % 6 
What ever arowes arcin the bow-firing, will one day fly, and hit, andfirike 
dcc P; They {hall be asftubble , laith the texr, as ftubble that is fully dried Nah 
1. iS. even when they befolden together as thorns, who would Jet thefe brier' 
anjl thorns againfl me in battle > faith the Lord : l would go tlm W h them , l would 
burn them together Efay 27. 4. Did he not deal fo by Pharaoh, stnachcrib Herod 
the Primitive perlecutours, &c ? Thole mighty Magnifies that herc’ r ecmed 
fmes, ferret, <*««/, ftrong, and made up, as it were of bralTe andiron 
ihall appear to be but a sflubble that cannnot fiand before Gods fire v 

the day that comcth p,all burn them »p~\ Heb. (hall fo bum them ut flnmna ex 
ipps excitetur, as to let them aflame. Here Ghrifi burneth up his enemies with 
mviuble judgements, inward terrours and torments, pangs and plunges a vw 
hell in their conlciences, a fore-taft of eternall torment, ( as was to be fecn in Bel 
^w.and our Rich. £) But what willthey do at the lafi day, when the law fhey 
Inail be judged by is a fiery U \*> beat. 3 3.2.the tribunall of fire. 1 .27 the Tud^e 

a coniunnng fire. Heb, 12. 29 his attendants flaming Seraphims, his nlcadirw wirk 
f r« n v e ^ m jhimcs of fin 2 Thtjfi. 1 .7 the place ofpunifljnicnt, a lake of fire fed with 
*' r ot ; b'lmftonc lfa. 30. 33 ? what can be thc fruit of fiieh a fiery proceeding but 
utce: escifion. Surely this fi e will leave them neither root, nor march 
JZ* X^T t 0 y c“^\ tf ": my :r u Whacfoallbcchcc. ndicoi. o^raMerte 
h A h bC - n f - I l a l' Caty - N °- V ,or thc r -B‘«e«.us-, that they have not 
re«ivc^ d t m h V ,ft n ’ “ filall wctI appear by the many benefits the, fli.II .-capand 
receive by thufi; five whereof are he c recited. 1 imputation of Chi ills 

nghicoufneflc; which is compared to the illightcning nf this lower world by the 
b carries of the Sun1. 2. . Remtfjm, of fins,which is compared to the hcnhng or dil^fo, 

1 L lkenC , d to a fKk mans walkin S forth,when he is fomcvvhat 
recoveied. 4. SptruuAl grout h, as calves of the flail, q. Vulo>y ., vcr all enemies 
. „ . . COt Tfl f P 1 ' ltual > w h>ch mail be trodden,J, jes w . p 

pral.84.11. lauhcSu* of „if,- So Chr.lt is called (as oy other Prophet,- 

fu- 19, Lu ^ sl \ 7 8 - S. J2. ) cofignificthejoy of Gods cleft 
f ^ /T thole that have long Jayne indarkndle count ita pleafmt 

. f 1 e thcll & ht - A Sun of right coufmfi he is laid to be. 1. A; aflertme and 
vmdreating the nghteoufncffe of God, called inqueflioa by thofe BfcfphJncrs, 

^ s bcfVo ^ in 8. u P? tt his people a‘double rjghtccufneile( imputed and Imparted ) 

har L rl h ' S hSht /^‘ *: l6 f h is turthcr faid here, chat he /allartfe. 

appearand fliewhunfelf on earth, who now licth hid, as itwere 

alT,V a ” hema i er, ^ Su, ;i oc J h URderthc Hot ™- 

womb of hT mchV out of the bofom of hia father, out of the 

out of the types of thc law &c. Tn his Nitiviry became 
S*h ‘ r h K S " d ' as a 1 widegroomc out of his chamber. In the whole courfe 
t*\ ?fhz }0yce ?* Gy r ? hU TA «' Hc ^lightened aad warmed the 
dark and dry hearts of men, he filled them with thc fruits of righteoulhefTc lob. 1 y. 

be n °M bC ,° r ft n°!: pCd nl Hemadchis gofpcl to run and 

b Sfonfifod. He was and is fill! in continual! motion fer the good of his Church ; 

Zohn , auT'I 15 f u r the 3 ° 0cJ of the worId ‘ U * wtnc a cloud in his 
P 11 n, and brake forth again in his Relurrcftion. Prom heaven he daily darts 

forte 
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forth his beams of rightcoufncfle, add fliowres dow n all fpirituall blcfiin^s in hea- 
venly pr ivdedges Eph. 1. 3. 'I he Sun lucks up foul water from the earth, drawes 
it up into the ay 1 e, not to hold ic there 5 but fiifi purifies it, and then difiillcs it 
down again with a fattening and frutftifying property. Hereupon the thankful! 
earth brings forth molt fair and fragrant fruits and flowers &c. Scmblabiy th.s sun 
»f righnoufneffc took on him cur fins and miferies, fordes neftms induii, aflumed 
our humane nature, not to retain it, and glorify it in himfelf alone, but that we 
might be conglorified, and, inthemean fpacc, filled with thofe fuits ofholiuciTe” phi * ! ‘P’ f 
ivh;ch arc by fefus Chrift unto the glory and praife of God. And as the Sun die 
m arer he runns to thc earth, the weaker he is in operation ( as in winter-time ) But 
the higher in heaven, thc more effectual! : So while Chnfi was nor yet afeeuded 
the holy Ghoft and his grace., were not in that full meafure imparted, nor Church’ 
e‘ gathered as afterwards Job. 7. 3 9 LaAly at that lafi and great day he will fhew 
himfelf in Ipeciull manner a Sunof rigbrcoufneff'c: clearing all obfcuiitics, bringing 
to light the hidden things of darkniffe , caufing his people: wojl holy faith, that now 
lyes hid in great part, to be found toprTift , honour and glory. Cheating up their 
fpirits afeer manifold tribulations, healing all their fpiritual maladies; foi°hc comes 
with healing under his wings'^ and making them as fo many Samvfons ( whole na.nc fyfiefler&e 
t fignific-., a little Zun ) in" thc Noon of their full fticr.gth. For the righteous Hull 
fhinc as thc Sun in the kingdomc of their Father Mat. 13. I fivsll fli. K uprbis 
difcuurfc with that obfervation of an Ancient: When the Sun of rightet ufhefs So/Uhs^' 
was yctin his Mothcis womb, he might be laid to be m Virgo: when on the 
Cols, in Ta urns: when hc role from death, in Leo: when lie fitoii come a»ain \ 
to judgement, in Libra. And as when the Sun is in Libra the day i, of ancquafl 
length; fo when Chrift comech, all ihall be perfected. * 

with healing in h’S wings'^ that in his beames. This implies lii kncfTc in all, 
to whom Chrift comes : the world being as it were a great Hofpitall, or Ncfi 
remittm ( though few feci it land that true of every perfon that is fpoke of the 
whole people Efay 1. 6. The whole head is fick_ cPc. O my head, iny head, faid 
the Sliunamttcs fon : my belly, my belly, faith the Prophet, mv leatwnelle 
my leanencfie&c. And farely it were happy if men would be mo e fenfiblc oi tluir 
malady, and make out to this Jthovah liophe, thU Almighty Pfyfitian, that wants F , 
neither willnor skill to cureall that come unto him. See him hanging out his ExoJ - 15,1 ^ 
tables as it were, andfetting tofalehis cyc-falvtf Rev. 3. 18. for there he begins 
thc cure Acl. 26 . 18. Hear him. 1. Complaining of our dulncfle, backward- 
nelfe, frowardnefle Icr. 8. 22. E<.ech. 24. 13. Hof. 7, 1. 2 W;firing we had 

more care of our poor foules. Ob that this pto l le Were wife Che. Why Veil!ye dyif 
3. Threatening 24. 13. 4. Prormfing Hof. 14. 4. Mat. 11. 2S. 5. Per¬ 

forming pfal. 103. $. 2 Cron. 30. 20. Lafily providing all forts of phyfick 
for us • preventing, purging, reftoring, corrolives of the law, lenitives of the 
Gofpcl, plaifters of his own blood ( for here Sa ignis medici (ft cHr.itiophre.nnid) 
and requiring us no more but to come unto him ( as they of old did to thc brazen 
ftrpcnt ) \<iith forrow for fin, and faith in his name, having a good opinion of our 
Phyfician, and calling our felves wholy upon him for cure .- Calling upon him, as 
blind Bartimzus did, and crying out as that Martyr did at the flake. Son of'God , ♦ 

I fiineupon ms ; and immcdiatly thc Sun (hone cut of a dark cloud lo lull in his face, JoiiTaB^ 
thathc was conftrained to look another w^ay. What flrall 1 fay more ? this blott¬ 
ed Sun of Right eoufruffe muft be fought in the Weft, if wc will ger the kingdome 
( as Strato’s fervanc in JuJlin did by the advife of his maftc r, whom be had prefer- z ^- l8 » 
ved) upon the crofs 1 mean, and in the ftate of his Abalcment: (o fhall we be 
furc to fi.idc healing in his wings, that is, the gracious influence of thc holy Spirit 
convaying the vertuc of Chrifts blood to the confidence, as the beames of the 
Sun do the heat and influence thereof to the earth ; thereby calling out thc 
herbes and flowers, and healing thofe deformities that winter had brought 
upon it. 

and Je fhall go forth) To (hew that ye are thoroughly healed, yc Ihall rife t p 
and Walk l W here the (pirit is, there is liberty: live things love to be during: 2 Cor. 3.17. 
and thofe that a rc reftored to health after fickncflc, are notfatisfied till they can go 
ahout thek bufinelTe in their accuftomed ftrengch, J^uod fanitas in corpore , U 

fanllit as 




d/1 n expojition on 


>hap.^. 


-.1,: cord-:. Hv.iiu.ilc is to the foul, hat health is to the body. Let nun 
i.;:ke ft out, rstUirift Jciu» hath wrought acuic upon their loins, by being 
a :t lv*: a... n !mc in Ins w«»rk. Lire conlifts in aftion Efy 38. 1 6. O Lord by 

v f--' liii* ;v . and in all the}/ thing:. 1 the life 01 my fpirit, Jaith Hi<tkiak : And 
1 f t ' 1 ■ '•'•••' • (•»!#: r -, >0 /».-:;/*//:e in them faith the Lord j as the fill) lives iii 

: •-ir, a tine ia.v.p lives in tiie 03 Ic, and a the creature by his loc.d. Vp 
theiv •••• .i:d ;:d:o ■ Live betiuie, live qs.it kly, and apace. Some men live 
; - , then other?, in a uu.neth : as wi:e men (peak move in two words 

t ; ■ : i n.n i: two Ivm.ual . or a, <me piece 01 gold is more worth shi-n twenty of 
wine Co do for <:od. as David did Pf:L n 6 . 12. luve cutyour 
time uS he .id. 13. 36. do not idle it out, wca; our, do not waft out: flame 
our, t;w m : ii.soih t our : burn our, he not blown out. he not buried aliveas , 
l f-' ">• 7 ■ filh d Oi.r of the world ver. 23. as iiu:.: in Seneca, fall not from . 

the tie- id hi *, as leaves m Autumne, a;, that inphiTe feiioxv Nubnl did : and a; 
rn*.ic with red. trees in sr. J nde^ Without fruit y twice pltttkjt apty the reetes. % 
b;oa - .sjiedi-. tlnr, aired ft. ft hy him, we i’h.udd aft as the infcriotits do, when 
iii /ed J-.y vMiperiour-, that when he hath infilled lap, we fliould frtiftilir, 
r s i : when he inih turn’d u, and ch-th touch us. we iron il make mufick, whenh J 
oner «j,.de us wiling, he require', that we both will and work chat which h 
' hi ! --r. ’■ h-en we let vice a.!. [>■. fore an hungry mr.n,we ex pc ft: lie fijotiUl 
' ir .• ce • Ju rh eh. lock-ng vivid *.> draw the baft when it is once put to the 
do, ..u; r.. nr iu it-, iivi »g,:^ we ulr. to lay He that made us without us.coih 
■ ■ • ••'• '•'ii v. u.-;; b' r e:-.}-.i.cvs r: :-.t o.;r will-, which at ft If tonverlioi; were 

li '- .... <\ 5 iv/.?lii be V.tei ward a Hr e in adding tvf.trh v. .- r, ■ d 0 r rn ;t ; 

1 • •/ •.•skint* uucour lalvatit-n iv*« £•/*•. r and t^cnthling .re.Here- 

w. •*>„ ••• faj, ■ ‘tt: th •; ft it! //f,as our Saviou d d: we finilli the wi 1!; which 

>■ :o do to!;. 174. Pm work i>./. m: grift turn »ith our bt-Jyis n- '■a!:;- it fa 

1 ‘ • «'•- Eio>/. 1 • i <j Yr : to glorifie lv.n :u. m bod; c*;,snJ n oar \ V l;ich 

a. e h;, Cor. 1 <> ,2.20. G..d. fills in* ine> ear oi g< ac for f.vc.r»,:.uth < 'ne.He rftve:; it as 
•• -fi’i'-c f : f ' c0rn , , } x 6 ,1 7. He could !:aw given he: at ft, >■ an'irphah of 

o-uiy , „nd it had bem no mo echnige ro him : ! uc !w will have he* ratherir.elcan 
it, h.aiiitoi.t, uie her endeavour,and th-ic lliOviid be the price fhe (Si . .1 j uev tor ic. 

■m he? e Gods people healed mult go io, :b or A . : /W, u fe leg:’. :m.d l:: ; £;c, 

V faj JkuU>,c. 7 »jr f hrt tfaf prectptjjy.i/. 119. ‘<5. Wiuu had he? Lur in ability 
to keep G( d la;v t(r. 57- he kept it: b. taijle he kept it; t.v ever/ rev; act 
1om.duncc the (oulc tor a Ic'liowiiig act o. f o And tc. vc*u tl-i’t hear 

lliali be no re g vin o-../^-j. 2.1. 

.!>:■{ : norr ctifa; ?of th- jhfQ yc il aH fa.trIf and wnivc both, in (1 and 
iar. a, it. D.ivU expound-it : your Joules lliall be f: uilftur.:; smd '.or.liking 
a- wac- rs.fihe ianftuarv they (ball uL- higher, ns tree* pa;t d in e < !> p t) ,a<lik% ' 
they flial 1 bring fo th n w fruit cvc-iy mViiie-.h: a.th* .. . ^...y 

ftrine mo c and more unto the per left day Pro. 4. 1 H. u b. n l he w :cl: plow¬ 

ing worleand wot le Hum!»!«■ in daikneff -1 c;\ i‘y. ft, d;... lin e iie <1- ,vn infor- 
!r..v ifa* 50. 10. Th blc Jling on man in the firli cre^tic :- was Inert.rJnivhi- 
i u ) • 10 the lotond, G-.ow iujr.^ce £/,:y (y,. r it. A C.hrdiim hatii his d.rrces 


■/' Hi'-’ ■■■/ grow- 
iic d 1 .7:1 in for- 

;rfr ,.s:e! nu:iti~ 

hnui Ids thgrces 


i.fgi 1 nirhi, .ihd bio lev era 11 ages, ol thiluhood, yei.t'n, 01 \v. li-grownage, Vull- 
gi-^vn, and old age 1 ioh. 2. \ ?. Theft-things urite J unto you. th.,t Ulcevc in 
;ht name of bt Son of God. tUt y< we.y believe in the >:..wc of the Son of Gcd , ( faith 
im.’ time Ap file thac is, that ye mav grow in that ftil cf, as yc grow in da yes 
.-.nd , e/« ■■, proceeding h«»i;i faith to faith : as the Church in rhe C.mticles hath her 
ftift light like the day-dawning. It r ieo nd beamy like the vi boon, her third de~ 
grey uke th/A;i« CAnt. 6. 10. A Chi iftian i. though in L me fenle perieft ) yet 
hath he (bill his Plut-uhra , and mat take for Motto Ch.tr/cs the fifth his ZJlterms \ 
rurcher yet: he mu ft he ilill adding grace to grace, that he may have rn entrance 
fti/ttierand(u;thcr into ( hrilts kingdomc 2 i\t. 1. /. r.pd ir. as by fteps and 
:~‘n; tney went up to S >lomovs temple. And :be Apt (he vh/rc gives us to und r- 
• ..no, that thole that thus add not to their (lock of grace, fiiall have httle comfort 
e.tlier ironr the time pa ft, for they f!iati/i?\;rr that they Vcc't purged from their fins ; 
or from thoughts of the time to come, t or they fhali not be able to fee things farr 
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off ver. 9. bccaufe they delight not in high-fivinffas • T~- 

Oftrtchcs, do httle more then bear t h em%bove |ro U „d? Manv ctT SS ' 38 ** 
g aee tlien will keep life and foul cogecher, that is, louland hcUalundeT ^iTish 
a low and unworthy ftram, and comes not near that of P 17 / 

his ma.k the rebellion 0} the dead Phil.. J that Vs rW nfV a‘° r" 

neffethataccompanicth therdurreftion. To^tiic art iiJ ^'If**'*'™'* 

t0 " h - and feychiDg out head, hands and whole b'V“tolay 

hold on the high prize propofed unto him. ver. j-> r, 

mm to be thus minded. Runners in a race look not how much they have run^bu 
' m “ 1 ? [ e,nai, p‘b : and although mode,ate in the beqinnins. (Vor hot a hand 

Icldom holds out ) yet the uearer they grow to the goal, the faikr they fpecd the r 
courfe- that then Lift dayes mav be their heft rL,tr» . - / ‘Pecacne r 

wherein they have not fomc fenfible commings i n from Chrift^fikf Is tnL °f 
ban;, in dead time, when Rur,ngsl.il, are lco„te„°”df wiL’ th^ KCno 

Chtirchhatii 'already won the ficlV^^wilTflmaly ^cthis Zo ° f 
necks of all their enemies. The broken horns of Satan himLf Stall bTthe^tru'm 
pets of their triumph and the comets of their 10 v Rom ir, c» 1 u 
nourall the faint, have in this relpeft f/,, „ 8 f S « what ho. 

job ,6 . 35. See what conquells lUm. 8. j 7 . How much mote a thr iTfa 
when the thrones fhali be let fee. Mat. i 9 . 2 8. Rabbi DvuU r / 
flands this text of tcmporall viftories only. And no wonder t!l } dcr " 

and minding earthly tilings, he afeends no higher. Such erafh’oDnrrc 3 ^ W * 
time they leap above the earth, they loon Fall down to k S * 17 ' ^ ^ 

loth MoftheeJb, lAMi. 

^writing upon thole words niche former chapter vcr. n For re & iff / g T 

lightfome land, Norn modttm lotjnendi. fiuth He • Mark rhV PV ir ^ \ f ^ • 

not your land fhali bcadelightlome land, but \c M fa & c Toffa”’ - Hc faU ’ 

Judnos perccllit tcrr.tm-eos vocando. ]t may be the I r rd * i .. e CtUm 
them for their earthly mindednefle : as thole thicb ' oromile of ° ? 
were fooneft prevailed with to ferve God: 

as fteps or ftirmps to mount their hearts tip to a deftre of the thincs ahnvV° v i 
rv m their fenfe is doubtlefle a fpcciall mercy : and is fo Dromifcd S ro rh, Vr V J? 

Dntt. 28. 13. The Lord fhali make thee the head onlv^nT ,uV?h f V n M,C ^ 
thou flialtbe above only, and not beneath &c. Hence the Uraclires dcli've^l 

f 0, L th Cb!?r^ aC th H e L Cd f V an ?™ f • 

3. th- Chaldee there hath it. The Lord and Viclour of iVam Th n 
cians delivered from the Perfians( vanquished and driven out fi v tV Tb /? 
called their Jupiter , thereupon EAsj^e Deliverer, ft was i^h- thTnCFn* ^ 
knnwlcdgrment of Generali, Captaincs, and fanldirrs.; EdgcdnlLfilt"^; 

Lord tv as fee n tn the Mount , Never lefe of man in fmh n btr-^ir. Snt * th,1C 
God. But what fhali it profita man to conquer countries, and fee’ be vanquiftiVcf 
of vices? to tread upon his enemies, and yet be taken captive bv wJ a 7/ aTim.2.aft 
f U 4 “ro’ to command the whole worldf as thoft P S til, ‘ h * 

commanded by their concubines, fo by their bafe lulls,by yceldin R S whcrcu n C toX r v 

ff : w^",r°h hCV< i ry a e l i11 ’ 3nd reccivchim into-their very bofomes E.b 
f - w !’° 'hcrehence leads them away naked and barefoot as the AlRHan diH ,lt 
Egyptians^, a 9 t. How much better VahnthUn the Empefour who ft d 

upon his deathbed that among all his viftories over his enemtperhil * ^ ho * aid 

lotted him. rtu that by the grace and power of S fa h ™' h ?T 

M m m 
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In the day th.it / {halldo ibis'] fc. partly here , but perfedly at the laft day. 
Mean while finne may rebel in Gods people, but it cannot raigne. Satan may nib¬ 
ble at their heele, but he cannot come at their head: the world may kill them, but 
cannot hurt them : Be of good chear^ faith Chrift, I have overcome the world Joh. 
16. 33. Ail evils and enemies (hall cooperate for their good, Rom. 8. 28. * 

faith the Lord of Hofts] Who hath all'o laid. Heaven and earth lhall pafTe, but 
not one jot or tittle of my word &c. 

foyfc 4. %emc;nber ye the law of Aiofes '] wt, Now henceforth, in the fail of 
Prophecy, for Alalachy knew, that after him untill the dayes of John Baprift ', no 
, Prophet lliouldarile. Hence tlifs exhortation, to read and remember the Law, as 

leading them to Chrift: the Law 1 fay in all the parts of it; not excluding the Pro¬ 
phets, thofe Interpreters of the Law, and moft excellent Commentaries thereupon 
with like reverence to be read and received. The jews at this day read in their Sy¬ 
nagogues two lelfons : One out of the Law, by fom'e chief perfon, another out of 
the Prophets correfpondcnt c'othc former in argument, but is read by home boy, or 
mean companion : for they will in no fort do that honour, neither attribute they 
that authority to any part of the Bible, that they do to their Law. But this their 
Pfal.49.13 wi y ts ^ }eir f°ty : ) et l ’ eir Parity approve their faying .r, as the Pfa!mi ft fpeaketh 
ki another cafe. Two things offer tliemfelvcs to our observation from thefe fir ft 
words. Virft, the little coherence chat this verfe hath with the former: the Pro¬ 
phet ebiifing rather to fall abruptly upon this moft needful!, but too too much ne- 
gleded duty of remembring the Law, then not at all to mention it. See the like 
iforn. 16.17. where the Apoftle breaks off his lalutations, to warne them of their 
danger by feducers: and that done, returns thereto again. Secondly, In the He- 
Euxtorf in brew word rendred Remember, there is in many Bibles, a great 7 .aw .■ to fhew, as 

Comment . fome think, the necellity and excellency of this duty of remembring the law of 

Mofes. It is well enough known, that fince the fall mans foul is like a filthy pond, 
wherein fifh die foon, and frogs livelong: prolane matters areremembred, pious 
paftages forgotten. Our memories are like fieves, or nets, cli.it retain chaff? and 
f paltermenc, let go the good grain, or clear water : (»ods word » v.ns ihorcrrh ts, as 
water runs thorough a riven veffell And ashour-glafles, which no (boner turned 
up and filled, but arc prefcntly running out again to the laft fand, fo is it here. And 
yet the promifeor falvation is Unfitted to the Condition of keeping in memory what 
we have read or heard, 1 (or. 15. j. And DavtJLs character of a blcfied man is, 
Pfal. 1.1 chat he meditateth in the Law day and night. 

Hot. ep.6. Hoc primurn re.etcns opus, hoc toftremtts omit tens. 

Biftiop Bahington had a little Book, containing three leaves onely, which lie turned 
over night and morning The firft leaf was blaci to innnndc him of hell and 
Gods judgements due to him for finne : 1 he lei on d red , to nfir.de him of Chrift 
and his paftion : 1 he third whhe, to let forth Gods meicy to him through the me¬ 
rits of his Son. in his Juftific.it ton and .■anchftc:>tion. The Law of the Lord, as it is 
peneft in it lelf, fo it is right for all holy purpofes, Pfal. 1 9. -,8 It ierves to difeo- 
ver ftnne, Rom. 3. 20. and 7. 9. {hews the punifhmcnr due to finne. Gal. ?. 10. 
fcourgech men to Chrift, Gal. 3. 24. And is a perfedt rule of obedience: it being 
fo penned chat every man maythink it fpeaks de fc,mre 1, as , t ha:, a (it s faith 
of the book of Pfalms : and muft therefore be of all acknowledged to be sup/ua, 
tmofl . Gods own invention- Aiofes was but the Pen man onely, though it be here called 

his Law: becaufe God gave him the MoralLLaw written with Ins own band, Dr#f. 
10. 2. adding it to the promife made to Abraham, that thereby guilt being difeo- 
vered, &c. men might acknowledge the riches of free-grace, and mercy : and that 
Cal. 3 ,X9 they might walk ( as Luther hath it ) in the heave;/ of the promifc , but in the earth 

of the law : (that, in refped of beleeving, this of obeying) chat they might live 
as though there were no Gofpel, die as though there were no Law , pafle the time 
of this life in the wilderneffe of this world under theconau&of Alojes , but let 
none but Jofljuah , Jefns ) brjng them over to Canaan the promifed land. This 
the generality of the Jews could not skill of, (though the Morall-law dsove them 
to the Ccrcmoniall, which was then, Chrift in figure, as it doth now drive us to 
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Chrift in truth ) they would needs have Mofts fur a Saviour : and "bein'" ignorant " 

of Cods righteoufnefle (wilfully ignorant) they go about to cihiblifti them own 
Rom. 10. 3. and lo lofe all. They jear at an imputed righceoufnefre ; and lav* 

That every fox muft pay 4 ns own sfin to the fie are. They blafphcme Jefus Chrift 
and curfchim in a dole abbreviature of his name ; and call thofe among them chat 
convert to Chriftianity A 1 tp,um*dim, that is loft, or undone. Mojfs Law thev Buxt orfl 
excoil without mealure : It muft not be written on any parchment but what is made 7 udca P-*- 
of the skin of a clean beaft : nor read but in a clean place. No man muft touch it £*“"*• * 
but with the right hand, and not without a ki fie of reverence { they ufually carry 1 ere£ ' I,c ‘ f 
it in pr ocelli on about their fynagogue, with many ornaments of crowns and (cep* 
ters, the children killing it as it palTeth by them ) No man muft fit in the pre 
lencc of it, nor lo much as fpet before it, &c. \\ hercas the Gofpel of grace they 
utterlly rejeft , and abominate, as a l oh,me of vanity: That Italian Tranfl irion 
that they had of the New feftament, is called in, and taken from them for'thcr E ~ a;! ' c!l ""' 
horrible abuleof it: this beingft.ll the twelfth Article of their Creed - l Uhevc frlfTa 
' Wit ha per fell faith jhat the Mifftah ,< jet to come. No marvcll if the ApJftJe would Bad Mat'! 
not have us ignorant, that bhndneffe in pan is happened to If rat j 1 - Thai 

lefter part, or rather particle of them that are prolelyred to our’ religion "rhey pre- cap ' 1 
tend chat they are none other then poor Cliriftians hired to performte their put 
And yet they give compleac dilpenfation to counterfeit C hnfrianity even to the K r,) '^ ehvi 
degree of Pn eft hood. In the day of their expiation, their Rabbi doth oh/'olve ‘‘ 
them from all their per juries and deceits ufed agair.if Chnfiians. }: C alio a/fures 
ftiem that they are not bound to keep any oath but v.bat is (worn upon their own r- r 
or Law of Aiofes, brought out of their M nagoguc ; to the readi i p y-here 
. of chc >' depute one third part of their day: and v.ftrcin they a>c r-cnerfily Vo ex 
pert, that they have it as ready as their own names. The n'ifthief of it is that '•»*» 

they arc too much affixt to it, and will needlly be faveu by it; which th- | a », TT 1 
can :ot do for them, as being weak through die flefli, Ihm 8 

yoke of bondage, as Hicrome calicth it: and they who look for ri«Iiteoi:fiiefT- lib - 2 - 
from thence, are like oxen who coil and draw, and when thev have done their h 
bour, arc fitted for {laughter. Luther fitly calicth fiich drudees, the devils Mar¬ 
tyrs .- they (lifter much, and take much pains to go to hell. And in another place 
tie Initll, jcit inter Legem d~ Evanqelium difirnafierc^r.ui.ii .mat Dto & tci t 
fe cjje Theofoottm. He that can rightly diftinguifn between Law and Gofpel hath 
caufc to praifc God : and may well paffe for a Uivine. ' 

Mofes my fen ant ’ A for re higher title then So»m of Pharaohs daughter-, for 
this was to be P/aov/o/o-G od, F.xod. 7. 1. and higher then the kinosof the earth 
Pfal. 89. 27. No marvcll though Aiofes fo c(Teemed it : wh.cn kino uf ;( 0 - r*-‘ 
mans an Heathen did : and Augufht, the Lmperau , <■ i oratitts fair n.-.Jtn pitta. Me 
' U J faith Tertuliia he preferred piety before Monarchy • fo did 

thofe three luccceding Hmperours, C nfUntir.c, l u.n 'ww, and 7 bvoAohut, who £ tv - rU - 
called thcmlelvcs l off alios Chrift i, the vafials of < h nib, as Sm^t.-s reporteth ft 
was noted as a great both prelage and deleft of D, tin his mine, whi n in his 
proud Hmbafhc to Alexander he called hinficlf the Ki.g of .mr Curtin of 

the gods : but for Alexander, he called him hu fenn^: fbat £as worfe in 

Si'l, ?r C ° f T r~- t )’ at rcte ". a™ ' K-ho bhlphcmoudy 

mfcnbed himlelf mall places: 1 great John One.il, Coulin to T hrift, f iend to the 
^ueen of England, and foe to all the world &c. . W hat big bubb’n of words ^ . 

were thefe, as Peter calls them ? His pretended ntcccftour ftileth himfelf tl*-** fervent 
Of Gods fervams : and one day in the ycer, in an apifh imitation of our Saviour ‘ “ 

'vafheth certain mens feet. But he adeth as Damians mttn.iL which is one 

ofthe DeviJs titles: andean endure to be called by his Para ikes- Dcnnnr s De->s 
softer Papa: Our Lord God the Pope. Mofes held it honour enough to be the 
lervantof the Lord, and yet he was fir D.olor.., c accept iiftmus -forJfi! hr bait a~ 
tdjua at as, minus fupientius, fanftws, highly accepted in I ca\ cn, andVhc moft 
meek, wife, and holy man that Antiquity ever had or mentioned,ns Be Hay mine him¬ 
lelf acknowledged!. 

Which I commanded him in Horeb ] Mofes then was not the Law-ffi?.kcr ( as So¬ 
to, Ljcnrgtis , Zaletsctts, &c. ) but onely Gods Minifter to utter what he would 
M m m z 1 iavc 
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, have him deliver ; or,atutmoft, a Mediatotsr y Gol. 7 ,. 19. not of expiation ( for fo 
Chrift onely) but of communication of the Law to all lfracl, Exad. 20.19. where¬ 
in he wasfaithfull in all Cods houfe as a fervant, Hcb. 3.5. Famulus tngrnuus, 
a fervantof the better fort, a man of worfhip, at the word there feemech to im- 
P orc - Ttie P lacc where Mofes received the Law is mentioned, Horeb ( the fame 
mvav. with Sinai, Aft. 7. 30. Exod. 19. 1, z8«) to inmind them of the terrour of the 
Lord on that mountaine, when God came down upon it with ten tboufand of his 
>cut.33.2 Saints: from bis right hand went a fiery l*XO for them , Heb. a fire of lafr. And 
Purely that fire wherein the law was given, and (hall one day be required, is in it 
(fill, and will never out- Hence are thofe terrours, which it flafhth in every con¬ 
ference that hath felc remorfe of finne. Every mans heart is an Horeb: and rel'em- 
bleth to him both heaven and hell. The (ling of death is fin, and the ftrength of 
fin is the Law, x Cor. 15 . 

to all Ifrael ! And it is reckoned as a (ingular priviiedgc to that people, 2 VirL9.14. 
R<w. 9.4. Proffers conceit was, that Judai were fo called becaufe they received 
Jits De i, the Law of God. Jofephus callcth their Common-wealth a Thcocratie,or 
God-government. That of Philo is not fo folid, that their law was given in a wil- 
derneffe, bccaufe it is to be learned in a wildcrneffe, feeing there we cannot be hin¬ 
dered by the multitude. But what a wretched conceic is that of the Jews at this 
day, that the law of Nature (hall bring to heaven thofe that obferve it .• but the 
Hebrews ( unto whom the Law of Mofes was peculiarly given ) by keeping it, (hall 
1 have a prerogative of glory ? How (hall the Lion of the tribe of Judah roar upon 
them at that day, and fay, D 0 not think that 1 will accufe you: there is one that ac- 
ettfeih you, even Mofes in whom ye trnfi Get you to him whom ye have chofen.* 
|oh. 5.4S , ^ co jj com f ort y C are like to have from him : a very froward generation he ever 

found you, children in whom is no faith. Pent. 1 3 .10. 

•frith the fiatutes and judgements ] that is, with the Ceremonial! and Judiciall 
Law. But what meant that falfe Rabbin to adde to this Text thefe following words, 
R.DaviJ. Qtiamdut nonver.it dies juJictj ; Till the day of judgement comes .* as if men were 
bound till then to the obfervacion of the ceremoniall and judiciall Law? But 
it is ordinary with thofe Jcw-DoAours to corrupt the Text fer their own purpoje; 
adding, and altering at their pleafure. The judiciall law was fitted to the jews, 
and was the beft that they could fuffer, as Solon faid of the Athen.an Lawes. The 
ceremoniall law was their Gofpcl,pointing them to Chrift: and therefore abol'fr.ed 
by him, as having no ufc in the Church after his death, but by accident. As for 
thcMorall law, ( called hereby an excellency the Law of Mofis ) it is tfirbit {hed 
Pfal 119.89 forever in heaven : and albeit fome duties of certain commandements fhallceafe 
when we come to heaven, yet the*fubftance of every one remained). 1 his perpe¬ 
tuity of the morall law was noted by engraving of it in Rone, Exod. 34.7.7 2 Cor. 
3.7. The Jews have a faying, That God hath more refpeA to the letters of the Law, 
then to the (lars of heaven. And Chrift either alludes to, or confirms it in that fay¬ 
ing of his, Heaven and earth (ball paffe before one jot or tittle of the Lafr pajjc. 
Think^not that 1 am come to deflroy the Lafr {viz,- thcMorall Law ) or the Prophets, 
who preffe Morall duties, as explainers of the law: they do as it were unfold and 
draw out that Arras which was folded together before. Thefe thercfo:e together 
LtgeMela ■ with t ^ ie Taw of Mofts mull be daily and duely read and remembred Huron 

ch’m mem-, calls the books of Kings his o*>n y becaufe by the frequent ufc and reading of them, 

meumdnquam he had got them by heart, and as it were made them his own. Of Paul.: he tefti- 
mtumtqiticquid t h ac {h c h a d m oft 0 f the Scrptures by heart. Of Nepotian likewife, that with 
fa^enmsno- daily reading and continuall medication he had made his heart Btblmhecam ChrifH , 
ftrumtlf. ro- the Library of Chrift. See my True Treasure. p„g. 515. 

log in lib. Reg. Verfe 5. Behold, I will (end you Elijah the hr op her J Not Elijah the Thkbitr, 

Scriptum fan. as the Septuagint corruptly read : and the Popifh Expo (it ours make no (mail ufc of 
ttnebaT 0Tm * c » t0 P rove that the Pope is not Antichrift, becaufe Enoch and Eli.a are not yet 
come, and yet are to come in his time, before the day of judgement ( a? they lond- 
ly fable ) to preferve the EleA in the faith of Chrift, and to convert the Jews. Hue 
we have better Interpreters of this Text- 1. An Angel, who applies it to lohn ila- 
ptifi y Luk* 1.17. 2. Chrift, that Angel of the Covenant, Mat. 17. 10, n and 

11.14. Hear ye him , againft all Antichrifts Agitatours. Saint Mark L begins his 

Golpel 


log in lib. Reg. 
Soipturas fan- 
llas mmoritcr 
ttnebat. 


C “ F ;+'_ ASPiffccKro/’Malacli y. 

ftcry, office of reforming habit, people with whom ,7 a ? lfts > caIlln S> ™d mini- 
may be faid of Luther, a third Elias for boldneffi* eab: » & 7 The like almoft 
ccfle. See. But yet we Tee no footing in this Text fbr L^'nr*' , knoivlcd g e > fro 
that the Prophet here pointed at Lather as Jell as at fit, K" T?'’ vU ~ 
muft receive his DoArine, or elfe look tohefm;^ •u B / : and batmen 
more payable and poftiblc then that of the Howbcicichisis 

thrifts own Expofition : and giveouthatac^n’ P r 5 fumc to controul 
the Pope Antichrift.. fo fiod rfifed up'them o refift £‘ / I- “ P L'" te w 
low was that Spaniard ( of whom c 0 reIlft but what a mad fcl- 

1be Chnfl : tarrying himfelf fo cunningly in liiscol ufioj dw r,ft. '°n'1-- t0 be 
led away with the errour, beleevinein him , 1 mat bifhop fijfrus was m cake . 

was juftly deprived of his d.gnicyf Had It nee l S h,m 3$ , G ° d: for which 
of it,left God give us up to the efficaev of erronr * *■ n r S ce,Ve c ^ ie truth in the love 

fatuated, we befeduced, and then bein/feduccd left , be j n g in- 

on that Texc ? 2 leduced w e be damned, as Auftin glofTeth 

thegfej^ in ^o f 

it, panidling it with M#% tZ Or h f r , aS ******** interprets 

changes, both to the godly and the uncod Jv-• ,C b& \ be S ln n in g of great 

the beft alfo at firft ; till they have recofteAed l °u thebad ’ y ea and to 

Another fenced) it) as taking k of the ^ h^ter bechoughtthemfelvcs, as 

Popifh Expofitours, and that®upon this ground^becaufc^ChriftsTft 1 ° f 

an acceptable time, and a day of falvatioh Rnl i L • V T firft COmin g was 
yet to others it was’ terrible, ^ be fo Gods people, 

and is fo deferibed Luke 2. 34 and Vo 17 L , " thcNo J 5 ° n Cl "P‘ b verfe. 2. 

He (hall finite the earth with the rod *of*hiJrnnn^ %ii- 4 . 

hefhall flay the wicked. See the like % 'v - 16* k U . * Cwo ' ed g ed f word 
ftill, 2 Theft. 8. z Cor. z. 15 iV% A^dbyhis Miniftershe doth it 

• hand asm the Miniftersmouth, for the difotedien^S^ 6,sas , rc , ady m p lIiri ^ 

Before the day of the great and d 'eadfull Lord come ^ Iik^as ocliers ^ 

2. 1. Have not the glorious faith of on- F orA 7 f- //^J d c!iac J am ' 
Eothrcading, are good, and the Te/c will beJbilb C ^ m rcl f‘ a °f rf™ 

fe it ttzft ^ & 

(by preaching repentance Mat z *> n/ c (hall as a poxverfull mltrument 

to admiration; fo that all >.:ia naftd 7 d ,“ 1, " ritl1 a11 for ts. even 

or mu Laks io,ia, I4 „ » the Chnfi 

duce them to the faith of \l Jold ?" Jiarches L^'L CTro “ rs of ** way, re- 
Cjod and of oneanother and tye them in , ^ tbcm una ™ mous in the love of 

the multitude of beieeve’rs rftpS’« 

maipuc wter fe mifcebantur- as Tertuiliannhvafpth ir "i ;* ‘ "f’? 2 ’ (ammo aw- 

feat all amongCl lhe m , as One „cicMG?«k conv fol ,^[ Z“\ '‘™‘V m,r ° mr ' 

there were great ftore among the lews when rhT' C' netb there. Controverfies 
brethren in Dothan , (which fignifieth Defclk on As . 3 °f c P b found his 

•tmefthereay: and, beTng^fed aCebv themonf ofrh'e L 7*7 wcre 
irom their own ftedfaftneife. Manv ftrannennin' t * lc W'y pe d, they were fallen 
up, and were wofully divided : foeclailv hvFrhnrl i? Sn ?i° ta S es the y had taken 
Sadduces, and EJfemj , which the Prophet dJtJr cdle'h ^h'eTlh 7 ^"’ 

to be defiroyed in one moneth. at loins coming ^ 71 v that were 

hel'd the beft of thofe three li ad letrcm be p barifees were 

the law: and T ”™ 11 *' if you ,ook ^ 

MoZehi among ft the e ?apiVs hC ) a^ i ^t r thfre 0n, A f 26 'S' 0^0 

M m m 3 ° • 

5 into 
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into their heads, and were therefore held incurable Lev. 13 . 44 . vet he fliould 
t:uu the hearts 0} the fathers to eke children , and the dtjobieiiem to the w *ijdime of 
the fate, ton,aka ready a people prepared for the Lord Luke 1 . 17. All head-ftroi 4 
and o.unih auctions iliould becalmed and corrected, as I fa. , 21 . 6 , 7 , S. and 
the peaceable v. iiiiume hom aboveinitilled Jam. 3. 17. fo t h a t they fh’ll ind-a- 
ta v:' ; y thc ofthe^irit in the bond of peace. And albeit- iome jarrs may 
fail out i a betwixt Paul and Barnabas ) yet Gods people can loon peccca«am 
unc. reunite. ' V: <<cr prrcujfus non Udittsr, imons divider tjuidim, Jed njunuit 
/ e lf C-fiujjior n<u: err. As the ayre divided by a iknc or ftrokc, ioon doleth 
and ciiickcnah the more, t crninly, there is no luch oncnejjc, and cntircncll* 
any v:l:c;-e as among the lainrs: their love is fpiritnall Cant. 6. 9 . The very Hea- 
then. atkuow ieclg>.d that no people in the world,did hold together and love one 
an..'.:-:or io ns Chnftians did. Tacitus oblcrvcch of the Jew*, that there was 
sHfanc.-.sria in prompt « a pud /ties, bur contra omms alios hojhle odium , mercy 
CHOugn tor their own countrcymen amongft them, but hoftile hatred againlt all 
r,th.rs : th.-y isle to lay, that there is no Gentile but delurvcs to have his head brui- 
ied&c. Bur him Baptifi by hi- preaching made Jewifir Pbatilccs, and Kon-i 
iou.;iicrs , according to thc phraic that faftplats ulcthof hiin ) to convent, and k«» 
together in bapt fane. v ’' 


M .Fullers 
Holy Stats p; 


Ijt J conic.ivd fix: te the earth Kith a r.v/rj that is, kit coming I finite &c 
1-or the! e is no doubt to be made of hi 5 coning: and as little ot his linking, if 
men amend not. i hclc words menace as many as refilled Johns miniftry, wVh 
liter dcltrudion ; whether it be done again]t the whole natton y or againjt a man on i 
O'- r 3 4 - “ 9 - The Komamcame and toofar.vap both their place audtUir Nation • 
not for iec-.r.g Uinlt alone ( as they feared Job. n. 48.) but tor laying wicked 
nanus upon him, and putting to death the Lorn or life. Ail. z. zu John alio 
preached damnation to them JiL.t 3. and fo did o; r S-viour23. where bv 
eight dreadfull woes., as by fo many link, of an ackmantiiv- chain, he thaws dole 
mcformablc hypocrites down to hell, their pure : ;.txl th n Laves tin 111 to be re- 
lerved unto judgement. >. fetorne wa. called V::l, tn » ti,d ;i. !}ltc .. ir „ .j K - Churci-- 
thunderbolt. ■ Mr. perky ns was a me ft taim.ft preacher, mid vv.--.ki pr. n unce 
tr.e word D,im>:e with filch an Emfaafis, as lelta dckfuli Led :a nis Audit; ■•ns 
rates a good whileafter. And when, Girev h. ft oi Uivift-crideoge. nl n'm,. 
ding the comniaiidements he appiyed than lo home, that he made his hirers 
j.-a.cs ia,i down, and their hairs to f'iaud upright clmoft. And in rely ibis 1, the 


re.Tivnyi). 

CO.V. 


Dc do Dei l. 

2 O.C.2J?. 
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. - - - --- mi eiv inis 1, tnc 

way towoiKiiron hard-h.uted ftnners: whence the Apoftlo bids Tn V s rebuke 
witnah ant no: tv : and then turning him to the people ( as Ca,vin ihv th it) 
cnn.g.tntbemnotto deipile h-m for ih doing. Jn. 1 . 15. The Apt: ilk knew 
we,; tout men as e, ter n 10ft par e, or delicate cares: and can ill abide plain dealing. 
y.bab nates. and hath him in p.ifon, ever fiuce da. c.ieui/ull ciccuncit 

tmn 01 odpkarToaud death for ddmiffing Brnh.td.ul ({nr he was, ptvbahh , that 
d./gui-cdi ephet; j for vhich he was ever fincc Jail in priibn, dec pin diicracc 
hut truth imiui.efpokai, how ever it be liken: a:;dtbok that will not be prick¬ 
ed at heart as/**. 2. out take up bucklers to ward Gi' the blow, muft have the 
fwcud of the ipint Hicathed in their bowels, and b *th*_*d in their blood: for mall 
t.u; we arc a sweet savour unto God 2 b.V. 2. 15. yea tbo^h a fazour of death 
A he barr-cn earth muft oeimitccn with aik- mid they chat minde 

tfrl'l r2 U?gS 1 T. fan) have damn*- 

ur.,.jor tbivccnd, lo that .-.t, Patti rannotipcak of than v. ith: uc tearcs of rom- 

p-flkni p j> llt P- 3 . 1 3 , 19. Oh'that it might cxprclfe from i'.cm tearcs of com- 
Olwha? lhli h i? M M hC i y -T Uldi3C fclcwarncd to to* from the wiathtocome 1 
GoV^in iim^i rn tbln,< u I' 0n 0Ce,nir y> a ”d hy breaking ■ ft them iins, difardic 
J “ J 0ftly co ^ cc ‘ lv 'Clagan:f> them. He therefore threatcneth shat he 
ma, not finite : he proceed- not to punifli till there be no remedy 2 Ch.-on. 36.16. 

: Anl,n:,!i >' P at ' cnc maker a cruedl Phy- 
burhr n ° p n C , u a rC , lC VC tw dcal by our fins as Lr ' : ' s king of Fiance did 
oy he Popes Bulls ( whereby he rtcjui red the fruits of vacancies of all Gatbcdrali 
Churches of i ranee, about the year 11 52. jhccaft them into the fire, lac in- he 
inhcll thcr t lC 0pCS BuIls fil0u,d rcftin the fire, then his own foul fiscuiafiy 
^ ’ 1 ■ For 


CHAP4. - the Trophedk of Malachy. 

For a perdofc of ail take an obfervation of Amama^ and before him of Bnx^ 

a PooiE^U^^jr^h^A^ thdaft verfefaveone of this Propefy'as 
^ Lamentations ) „ repeated again in the end thereof, 

F?a*mbolex L?Z kS ' > f ^ thm ^. ould bc added to Gods word. 

/ actum hoc ex Senbarum deercto Qrc. This the feribes thought fit to do, either 
for the dignity of thole repeated verbs, that the Reader might again ruminate and 
remind thein : orclfc fa* feme will have it j bccaufc all thofe bookel end m 
fS r a " d fad f P. cccbes ' And therefore, left the Sun of Highteoufntfie 

t^n£ d h fiT n 1 m * C t ud * ° r f n0 f C c fllinc u P° n thc departing pailengcr, they 
thought fit to leave the verfe before to bc lift . as being fvveet and full 

tliac hony-comb. aC tlC S ™Pf°”' likc » § oc way, feeding on 


JLaus ^Deo in sternum. 






The 

Righteous mans Recompence. 

o R, 

A TRUE CHRISTIAN CHARACTERIZED, 

AND ENCOURAGED, 

Out of MALACHI 3.16,17,18. 

Then they that feared the Lord fpake often one to ano¬ 
ther: and the Lord harkened, and heard it: and a 
booke of remembrance was written before him, for 
them that feared the Lord, and thought upon his Name. 

CHAP. I. 

The Text opened and analyzed. 


AT which was anciently fpoken of Iohn B apt if-, who 
was more then a Prophet , a may not unfitly be apply- 
ed to At alack) the lafi of Prophets , b that'he is the J p^pbJarum 
boundary c and buckle d of the Law and Gofpel, thegol- ulthmm & 
den girdle that knits up and ties together thofa two brefts wind figtllum 
of.Copfolation e theoldand new Tcftamcntbetween the & c -^trusi . 
which he feemes to lie asa bundle of Myrrhef or ciufter of ^laMal 0 ' 
Camphirc, the fwcct feent whcrcot fills the whole hottfe of JudJin bujus 
God, f and greatly affefts all fuch as have their fenjes habi - propbata obi- 
tually excrcifed to difeern both good and evill g Such were,thefe good foulcs, the tUT n c oilocant. 
fubjedl of our text. -Rclcrv’d they were to thofe latland lofcft times ol the Jewifh 
Church after the return from Babylon; where it leeihcs their leventy yea s cape:- efi'bfignatio- 
vity had not much mended the mod of them : h fuch (alalie) is the hardnelle of new prophet™. 
mens hearts, that till the Spirit mollify and make them malleable, AfttieHons l l! 

( Gods hammers ) do but beat cold iron. Little good is done, nay much hurt by 
accident: for unfanftified perlons grow worfe with alhidions, as water more fii-amvocuJd 
cold after a heat: witneffe thefe proud mifereants that gave the occafion of this ejtyraculutn 
text. Gods correfting hand had lainc long time lore upon them, to atm them from d/vinum, quo 
tbeir enterprises, and to hide pride from their hearts i. But he had nt t his end upon wntempoa 



iiicunt fuife 

TtveUta futttra. Alfled . Ckron. c Malachias & Tertulliano limes in tervetus novum Tejtam. vacatur, ad quern cleft neret 
fudaifmus, a quo inciperet chrijlianifmus d lohBaptifta fait utita dicam legit fa patti fibula Chnfil c lf.66.n. 
f * Tim. 3. 15. g Hcb $. 1. Summa libri eft, quod cum Judas nuper reverfi effentm patriam, ftatimfimul redttrw'tad 
irgenium: & immature! gratia dei t ita fe dtdidtrant multts corruptelit, utnihilo melior ejfe: (ictus corum , quampatrum a,;t£ 
fvtraty yufi Dens opcramlufijjet cajltgandocorum fcclera, Calvin, in Malach. prosm. i lob. 33.17. 
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7 h ^TmtoZard generation , nor they the beft ufe of this affliftion. WitndTe their 
words above the text, where they ftand ic**t with the Lord of Hap 

, ^ an d ftick not to charge him with deep oicitancy, and forlornc ncglca ot 
hi^beft Servants, ver. 14. yea with flat iniquity, and moft unequal! adminifttati- 
on of his earthly kingdome. For now We cull the proud happy, fay they, and thoje 
xUa: work wickednrjjc are fet up, yea they that tempt God are even delivered. As 
who fhould fay. Surely there is ne reward for the righteous - verily there is not a, 
God thatdtth indue in the earth. Hither things are not ordered by a divine provi¬ 
dence, but left at randome, and let run at Axes and fcvens, as it happens: or 
elfc there is not til equall hand held over the fons of men, but partiality, and «*- 
i rithteoufr.cffe found with the dtdge of all the earth ^whiles the '.proud thus tempt God, 
and trample upon his people, and are not only not punifhr, but even p referr d for 
their labour. ? Thus they in their madneffe/i* their mouthesagais.fi he™**, l and 
fnuc not delpitcfully to ipic their venomc in the face of God himftlf. At the 
icarin" of which abhorred bhlphcmics, H I wonder, it the heavens did not l wear, 
the Sun blufti, the Earth wax weary oi her burthen and Hell gape wide an \&cn- 
itraeh'r fclf m tor thefc prodigious Athcifts, thefe Gyants J] chef c menjhout 
ncti of condition. I aw fare the Godly of thefc times were much afleded with it, 
andm-t often about it; not without a great deal ot good conference, and much 
holy duty perform’d, on all hands, to that God with whom they found all beft 
audience and acceptance for the pretent, together with a pronufc of fuller and 
further reward lor the future, to the comioitoihis people, and confufion of his 
enemies. 

16. Then they that feared the Lord, fpa{c often one 
to another t and the Lord harkened and heat d it, 
and there was a booke'of remembrance written be¬ 
fore him , for them that feared the Lord, and 
that thought upon his jfame. 

17. cJnd they Jhall be mine, faith the Lord of Hofs 
&c. 


The words 
prelent 
unto us 


a duty per- ("..in the H. of time, Then , fe L „ L 

yormed.- f«>rcura- < of pcrfons , they that \ , h J ghtxpmhu H.m. 

\ ( a.' in the fubftancc, they ftmkc' often one to Mother 

) r r'prefent, he regards what they did, 

S \i. Gods gracious accepO the Lord harkened , and heard it. 

Station, in that for Tfuture, he records it; And a books 

f C of remembrance was written i> c. 

z. A mercy ( (i. Mercy to ft. their ft. own, they 

rrrmned- 1 \his people , < perfons J mineCrc- 

and that’s' < Aelpedting. (wl'M') 2 ’ honour • " 

double. Vhrsnghte- ) (hcwdlC 

( ousretu- ( f P / ’■ an 

fbution C (2. their performances}/ 

\of \ < them, m a man fliareth hit 

J J (_ owne fort that ferveth >nns. 

) j 2. Judgement to his enemies: ver- Fhf* 

^ frail ye return , and difeern &c- 
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CHAP. I. 


Doftr* I, Saints mnfi be bejl in rvorft titles, 

n IUis dt Dei 

T Hcsi] men were arrived at this height of impudency and prophanenec as r (} W ic *?J>l*fg'- 
lay, Twas to no purpofc to ferve God : even then when their hlark 
were now big fwolne with fuch like blafphcmics, * then,they that feared the Lord ^frhmiuiu 
were thus bulled asm the text. Note hence, • lofterentur. 

That Gods fervantsnmft labour to Ihew thcmfdvcs beft in the worft times- 
and then moft beft.rr them in his buGncfle, when others arc moil carcldfc of i t and n , 
contrary to it. > 1, ‘ IU Da#. 

Sect. i. 


The c Point confirmed •. by precept 2, byprachfe. 

T His you Iball fee confirm’d, and commended to us. t. bv precept fro-r Gnd* 
mouth : x by the Conftant pracTili: of his beft children in all ages, f or 
hrlt, whac can be more direft and exp. elk,then thole common texts, Thou jb Z £ 
follow u »«*./«* „ doe-ji/l. o S-vc }i„r ftlrn, f rm ,hu <rc,,m,iL 

p Cm, mfrmmmg them my ycofl. h ,, Be „„ ; ; r , r/ „v 
to this world, but be ye transform d by the renew in a ,/ Jmr r 4/ 1 f , 

/otvfiip 1 rub the tmJruttfuU rmrkj of dml^nfe : t£, repron; them rahr > mS , 
number more that t roightadd with calc. That one of Sehmoi for all 'jff r'f 
With he, iffinntrs entire tbie. cnfitutbmttu. Ifyaibelf*} CcmeXeidr, it,-.] 
lay watt for blood &c. Caft tn thy lot among/} tiS , l (t us all hate one p ■ rfc * J/, 

fan, walfrot thou inthe Kay with them : refrain thy foot from their Lb ’/ ] Jr 
their way (in the ifluc of it ) i s eke way to h, If going down tothe chambers of dead 
7 Even that fecond death ( as the leripture tcarms it) which thouirh hand iomh- 
hand w and they mufter up and unite their forces ( 34 hoping haply to fca--ein th* 
croud, or to carry it away cleanly, bccaufe a multitude ' yet tli'-y flia‘1 Lvlr 
able to avoid or abide For the wicked ( be they never io' many of them J fain- 
turn d into hell, and whole nations that forget God, x ' ' 

Tnisthc Patriarch Noah ( that I may Ihew you fecondly the praflif- of the 

point in fome particular examples of ancient and later times) this, 1 f- v A'/A V 
leeved ere he law, and therefore lived to fee what he had afo-c iieJ-’vc') " n-r 
whole Nations only but a world-full of wicked people lwalfowed“up lecher hi 
one umvcrfall grave of waters : their flu-fits ben * ;;ow in pf d n ...yj. . ,f- : , 
lafling chaines under darkneffe, uni 0 the jndc-i'mt-.r n/ tic dr r ly - ^ ' 

fight whereof by a lively faith, ( being-veardd »f CH of -Z . , c ; fore . 
made him walk uprightly with God even inhts generation It. ^NovvVbr bbTr' 
walk alone m a divers way to a worid of wicked people , as Chr^nQm hnrh •> 

^ tokccp himfdfunfpottcdinluct.afoulfcaion, asanorherfheaices o'h“i 
hke a nght orient and tlluftrious planet, not only to hold out a conftant counter- 
mot,on to that cf the vulgar, butalfo to fliinef Jftir with a fioenla^iv ofVZe ,L 
ly light, fpirituall goodnefle, and Gods finccre ferv.ee , in that da Eft midnight 
of damned impiety j this was that whereby he condemned the wo>-// ‘erdtea^ 
heir of the nghteoufneffe Which is by faith e. The next, in the Apoftl« rotil dr .c 

15 A f'‘ ,hjm e that P™ ious . pall’d a brand onrW 
k ? d from whence he went fo.tli (forlakiug father, houfc and 
fahh d rb^r h0 f CrVed ^*; je Pod) not knowing whither he wor 
Whom ,r f-’ £ a° r mUch dar ^ rt S* fo Io »S « he had God bv the hand Po? 
Whom alfo his hrft care was, where ever he came: letting up Altars to rchovah 
ln c he mid ft of thofe Idolaters, and making open profcllion ofh ;s Hr vice before 

the 
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the people or tl;c land ; winch was a reall confutation of their hcathenifh foppe¬ 
ries. Thus Abraham then and thus, alter him, Jo, bua by his example ; which he 
therefore uieth and urgeth in that parliament he called and held at Shechem, a lit- 
. tic afore his death. 1 too £ your father Abraham (iaith he there, in Gods behalf ) 

«']ofli.24-* from ihe other fide of the flood> &c. i whofe children ye fhall {hall well approve 

f Rnm.i.u your l'elves, if ye ivalbe m the Jhps of bis /. ith l^ y by putting away the jt range 

/Jolli 24.14 god* from amo>ig you , as lie, and [erring 1 he Lord l. In which holy pra&ile how¬ 
ever you come off, choofe you tha- da/ whom you will ferre ( chough in evils of fin 
Malaxtmnin there be no choife ) whe. her the gods of your fathers leyoyd the (lord, or tie gods of 
Atilt l °' the Antonies, in whofe land ye dwell: but as for me and my hotife, »c wdl ferre 

Jehovah. 

The time ivould fail me to tell of Job, who would not part with his Integrity, 
m job 27. 5,5 to die for tr, m though inftigated thereunto by the wife of his bofome, >. let on 

71 l°W2 9 doi'brlelfc by the Devil : who of all the parts of his body had le- t his ton. ue onely 

t'n 0 ) • . free from bliHers, if haply be might be drawn to curie God therewith and die* 

To tell you ( next ) Of l) .vid t who therefore lo-.d. G/>d r (fatmet exceed ugly, becr.ife 
ofail 119 mm had 7it u\s void his L w 0. Of Eh as, who though alone and fingular, continued 
126 127. and therefore z-ealczu for the Lord of Hofls,bccait ; c A.cy h <U tuggfd A wn its si ,/.■?/, . cvc. 
Vial. 392 Of ALc/uah, who would not flaccer the King, though -;co. falfe prophets had done 
rcfoWiitR firft it afore him y; Of Obadt -h, /hat fta cetGod g cm., in a common deledion, r ike. 
ainone #ic- C ^ (>ok t0 r * ie ;V ' Cw Teftamejit, and there you have our Saviour eaten up with the zeal 
y'edcompa- °f L nhees ho tfc, when by all forts polluted/.- his Apoftk-s, foon after h is dc- 
nv,could not parture, refolving to obey God even c-tn.r.t g-ate:, againtf whadoever oppofition, 
hold his fpiric and not to fwirn down the ftream of the times 1 or any menaces of the Council r. 
p°i King* ^ ,t: ^ k ^‘ aC heavenly fpark ) burning in : piric again If a Church full of unbeleeving 
10. * Jcwcs at Corinth a, and openly conceiting with the Gen riles at Athens about their 
Rom. 11.3 fenfeleffefuperftition w. What flmuld I ftand longer to tell you of Timothy, fo ab- 
7 1 K-ng 2J ilemious and temperate among the luxurious r.phellans.v, that Saint Pari was fain 
floh'^ 17' 2 Co P rc ^ cr 'he him a Lt.le wine far hu h alihs /•/; y. Of Ann pas , who i eld forth the 
t Ait. 4 word of life, even to the death, whe eSaans drone was z,. Of M: os family, to 
k Aft. r 3 .$. whom Saint l Vattl fends fulutacions n: Of Polya p, that blelTcd Martvr of Jtlus 
evvuyzw, Chrifl. who being follicited by the Tyrant co do fao ificc to chc .doll, and io to pro- 
Jiafluabanpra vide for his own fatety, asdiverfe othe. s had done before him. Voter,co:c nd •• die 
reh ardore] yeers, ft id he, b ve iferved my Al.t(lc; ( h iji, and I cnere-- Arrived me : an !h III 
w Aft. 17. now defers him ? God forbid me any luch wickcdnefle : I fcorn to be delivered upon 
he gave nnyjuch difhonouraole termes b . Of Orig who chofe rather co continue a poor 
meat ta* the Gatechifl at Alex fudna, in daily danger of his life, then with Plot nuts, his feliow- 
midlt of infi- pupill. to live at Court in great authority and favour, would he but, with him. have 
dels. Aft 27. reneagued Chrift, and renounc'd the Faith c. It were eafie to come k wer, 
A en 2 |e"fo anc * ncarcrour own times and to bring upm the ftage a great lore of luch as lull 
debauched, ° forth the word of life, by a bold and wile profeilion, in chedarkeft mid-nigiitof 
that they ’ damned popery, and Satans univerfall raigned: But l (hut up with Ath-»: r -s , 
node a lavv,^ chat notable Champion of Chrift, and fticklcr for the truth : to the def ence where- 
of he flood ftoutly, when all the [hri/hau world betides.was turn d Avia - c ; as 
T-ccherebce a f at ^ r pHrafethic. Whence, it went abroad of him, That the whole wdrldwas 
never anho- fet againft Athanzfitts , and Ath-tntfns againfl all the world. A brave commenda- 
neftmma- tion, a (lately praife. Such honour have all his Stuns f. Wifdome ever hath been, 
KftV y° u fee, and ever muff be '.unified of her chdd-cn g againfl: all obloquies, and op- 
ried,rhacthev portions of the mad multitude *, ever befidesic iclfc in point of falvation. 
therefore cjft 

our one Htrmodoou, as by an oftracifme, becaufehe was a gnod bufband and a temperare man. y iT«m.S. 2?. 
^ Rev. 2. 14. a Philip. 4 22. b Olfogma fex annoi illi fervio, nec ulla in re me unquam Ijifit. fo quoiwdnpoffim 
moled jeer e, foe. E»feb. Ecclef. hi ft / 4 c. 15. b Erafmut inviut Origaper. prsfixa- d Legatw lllyru: Cota/ogus 
tej}i«m. Dr. Ufhcr, graviff. qusfti. Cade. foe. e Jngemah nr his fo mirabmtr fe falfum effe Aitianum. Huron, wnirt 
luctferianos. Iffe vir totius orbis imptium foftinuit. f Hal. 149 ulr. g Matrh. 11. 19. * Hand pennd-. m 

ermine incendi] q*am OlioH :mini t»enrris ennvilh funt Sicde Cfjriftianis fuh Nerone u-bis incenfa fotjo accufatis. 
Tacit, lib. 15. EtTtrulliawsin Apologet.ait, in Chtiftianis nomen damnari for pmiri,im erin.tn for fcttlas. 
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Sect. II. 

J'hc point confirmed lyre, [ms i .from God. r. (him 
l<>:h l.gjod. 1. and bad, 

A Nd there’s good rcafon for it too, as you fhall foon fee, whether ve look u- 
ward or downward, to God or men, the faincs thcmfdvcs or others ‘ a u 
which Kcafons arc grounded upon our Text, and Thai! be tlit-rclienc’e -atl.cred. ‘ “ 
lor Gou, iirlt. Ins people fhoukl therefore ftrive then co be belt, when others 
arc at worft. i. Eecaufc he gracioufiy accepts it, h hea hens and hears, faith c b e Vtr -,,- 
text. 2. He plentifully rewards it, for there ts a bod^,f rem^rbram &c ti-ic V ' ' 

this, their labour oj love may never be forgotten. J "". H.b.C 

l or tnemfelves next, Gods faints fhall hereby well approve that they ^rc t 
True Chriftians, fearing the Lord. 2. Zealous Chriftians, lilcli as /i-.'A -y 

name. v ' ; 

Laftly for others, i. Good men fhall be thereby notably confirmed whih-s 
they tpea^yten one to another for mutuall quickning, and encouragement. 2 Bad 
men fhall be utterly confuted and confounded, while they return, thacis d'nnoe 
their minds, anddifeerne, perforce, a plain and palpable difference between them- 
felves and Gods fervants. Yea whiles they are conftrained by the ceftimonv of them 
own evil conlcicnces, and by the evidence of their own evil experiences to fee mid 
lay, Virify there ts a reward for the r.ghuorrs, verily there is aGodth.a jttrimh 1:, h pfjI . 
the earth h • *'• 1 Ml->e n 

Here then to begin with the firft Kcalbn, taken from Clod, and therein (not 
to urge his command, which yetis reafon fufficicnt, and caciteJy implied in ti,c 
text*, for what the Lord approved) and revvardeth, that he certainly wiJIech and 
required!; fith his approving ard preferring will are (though diftinft yet) not 
uifterent the one from the other, but ) to make ufc of fo much onely hi the text a- 
lies above ground tor our prefenc purpofe. Firft, the Lord dodi curioufty obfen e" R -V. • 
and gracioufly accept of fuch his fervants as continue ewiftant with him in depraved 
times, in a g«nerail dcclenfion, whcnfinncis grown nDsalf. and almoll •■■u-c -f, 1 ! 

■ny,^, KmA ,,i M faith the text Jt impurti, that I,e ZirRXt, 
with Incur Jweet conferences, and diofe favour/ fpeechcs that fell from their 
moathe*. /o noifc fo delightfuil, no mufick fo mdodious to his heavenly e-rs* 
winch mere;ore he applies doll*, and laves near ro rheir honey lin & as loch to 
lole any part of tiiac precious language. Wdl might Saint Peer Vnv,’out of the - 
IJalm : / he 1 r a oj he Lord are upon the rtgh cm: , and h i can. re m Mtnv 7 ° u & 

we read to their prayers i hut the Original! is more rm P hatieall, his ears 

rather mo their prayers; fo farre is he adored therewicl.all' Ve 

And louK W:iac the Apoftle fpeaks there of their prayers, hv wav of fnfbnce) the Ac J to > e f“° 
fame is as true of their whole Chnftian pradife. Not a prayer'they make rota 
good worx they do not a good fpcccli they utter, nay not a good thomd’r die? fe/^T 5 *” 
take-up, hut he both notes it well, (bebca and fees it down in S Re A' *> ' 

note-book too: tor a book of remem^nce was wr,u-n btfL.c 1 ^ 1 ^ 

m thought vpOfi hi\ J\amc in an evill time, when mens words were ilout an >infr (' n s m Mem i B.ic.- 
verfe 13, 14. and their thoughts Athcifticallrv/c 1 5. n ' “ ’ achron. 13.5 

But what will the Lord do for fuch? (which is the fecond b-Tv-h nf firtv "J ; /' K T2-9 
R^fon drawnfron, God ; It fbllow sia L Text; “ S? 

ri.lt r rlJ Hu .J?°{ l> y*R cn wal! right ontlv, as his creatures, but fiv afpc- f™’". 

ciall tide, as his faints ; fuch as have ;?:..--le -ico-er - r r t ,f rc,tktf,mrus. 

interchangeably, made a covenant with them ' of Kb y‘." thaG^lwrm-ment-d h P 
Vtdable And both fides, h,..mutual! ihptd.n/on, uit hi “L’ .W 
they fhall be h:< people: he fhall be their portion , and they his ■ for//.- L,~js Do ~ 1 ^c.2.9. 
t>on ts his people *, faith Mofes : they are his proper goods, and nioft" cftccmcd Suc . h a ! I co I m * 
treafure the top of his wealth, the belt of his gettings, the pregb rf /.,* prtrchAe f Kisg«ri«j*s 

Nnn ‘ 4 ' ‘ V?‘s. 
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tfVfjl-ipti as Saint k Peter after the Septuagint renders the word here found in ou l 
- Perinde ut Te.it: )»in fumme, his Jew:Is, whom he will highly prize, andfafely let up by him 

wheamtovei hi the golden cabinet of his fpeciall providence, and fatherly protection. Not caft- 
Dcnmofuo ing them out for every final! daw, nor Icffe etteeming them for every little duft that 
iibhfi <£rjudi- falls uponthem, jind fouls them ; but prizing them aright to their utmoft value, 

xulse inswbu- an j giving them their allowance, ( as men deal by light gold ) he will take them for 

rAmzj. c *" S ’ currant: And wherein they come fliort of what they fhould be, he will spare them 
/Hcli. i n-i as .1 mm .ip nr, h his own f»-m; that ferveth hint. Then the which 1 know not what 

t -m; the Lord could fiavefpokcn more effectual I for the glory of h/s own rich grttcc, or 

| T hdM U ™i' ^ |C ‘" ,rr ’ n 8 11 P (, »r utmoflaffeftions to an holy contention in godlinefle, be the 

C JvVet > - times never to bad or boifterous: llth in doing thereof tha e is fo great reward q - 
bum ck‘ vHtn, In which rcfpcCt. ho.v litly doth the Authour to the Hebrews dofe tip the (lory of 
t iuwii.incinve - ] /„• ., y U heroicall faith, with that golden corollary, lie that conteth to God,{ as lie- 
Q noch did, wh.o walked familiarly with God, as a man with his friend * with whom 
^Pfal in-? he is in covenant: (or c.ta two waif toga her, (faith the Prophet) and they not be 
Hcli. o.io (Treed ? r) n.itfi iclecve that Cod is , and that he is a re warder of them that diligently 
a Heb.i i. s \cek.l ,r ' f{ /• The Greek text hath it, that feef him out i , namely when he is cart: 

ffjjfJJJ- into a blind corner, ( if 1 may fo (peak with reverence to the Divine Majefty ) con- 
Vz JithilZ* veyed our of the way and covered ( as i: were) witli the calumnies and Hour words 
diS]i. of the wicked, th<fe h ird word: (againft which Malachy here, and Henoch anciently 
Rrv. 11.19 propliecied n ) of ungodly perfons, whofc throats are ks open fepunhre; x to bu¬ 
rl Ecclef 2 /i ry Gods Name in, as much as they may .• were it not for Henoch and futliashcc, 
e E^y 494 ? that do daily and diligently vindicate that rive: end y Name, from their falfc af- 
/Jam. i.iiln petfions- and as it were dig it out of chc grave, wherein they had villanoully con- 
g i Cor ii i 9 ceil’d, after a fort, and cover’d it. Ilut what loft Henoch by this labour of love x,? 
f'dab fimhi’h had he not this teftimony from heaven hereupon, that he pleafedGod a , washes 
corruption™vo- not tranllated, as a Jewel of price, into the heavenly Cabinet b ? and were not 
luntaria.Be^i. the fewnefle of his dayes on earth, in comparifon of his forefathers, rccompcnfed 
i Mar. 7.7 in that longeft life of his fonne Ala hufelah c ? And why all this? but becaufe 
ff 5 he walk'd With Cod ( when others walked after the Lift of their heart ', and figh: of 
GieaMighrs.- there eyes d ) fccking to take men off from their lewd and lawlefte courfes. by the 
*ivi%vns. terrott of the Lord, which he mod powerfully denounced, Jude 1-1,15. Jn doing 
a Ersjm.AJjg. w hereof, though ( to his own thinking)/* laboured in van;, and i fieri h:s (Length for 
h- f x r not:yl t jet fnrcly his ttdgcmem was with the Lord,and his ; eward with his Cod c, whitli 
clomfr f ig i- wasdie firft reafon taken from God. The fccond follows, refpefting our felves. And 
dumtffhre. fo ; by cleaving dofe to Jehovah in corrupt times, it fhall well appear ; firft, that wc 

p Zrph. 1.3 arc th c f ame wc would all leem to b c, Alert fearing (>>,).. \ or,this is pure religion indeed, 

r ^Hi!ip iV-m t0 vt w * v;S f c tf ,,h fy ,tte d °fths world]. 7 / e. c Wifi be herefies amongst you, faith 
/Hof. 7.3 * the Apofl lc,f/jur they which are approved may be mad- wathfcjl g. And,by a like reafon, 
r 2 Ov.6. 16 there muft U be a perverfe dnd gracclcfte generation, a viperous brood 1, amids whom 
h 2 King.s.iS c;. ]£ ls fiats may \hine as l mips in the wold, and fo approve themfelves bhwie/cjjc and 
xAs rtiefifth harmetejje, the fonnes of Cod without rebuke. Holding forth ; he word 0} / fe f for an En- 
comm’ndc* figne * , by a bold and wife profellion, and pratftife of the truth that is in Jefus; 
ment is the then, when it is moft oppos'd, and oppreft by the fonnes of Ilclial* This is the 
firft with pro- g U1 f e 0 f a m an that truely fears God • he cannot blow hot and cold 0 , as they fay: 
fccondVhe C ^ arc not f wcar h Liod and Alalchom D , he will not hold the truth in ind.-fferency q. 
firft with pu- God,heknowcs, muft be worftiipt truely, that there be no halting r, and totally, 

nifhment, that there be no halving/.- for what communion h th (hnflmtb Behai ? and what 

the fellowship hath the temple of Cod with idols t ? Out upon thole Kimmonitcs, that 

thTearens rc y plead for an upright foul in a proftrate body «- / ha a (haft not bow down to them, 

thereto them nor worjhip them w, for any mans pleafure. And why ? for l tl.c Lord thy Cod am 
thatworfhip a 'talons God, die. therefore let my fear fall upon thee, as a ftrong counter-blaft to 
*! ir I !n ° ta * r the bafe fear of any tyrant .v . I pr as ««ne fire drives out another, fo doth the 
mencom- Ue f ear °f God, the fear of the creature. Obadiah ( for inftance ) that good fteward 
monly inflift of a bad Lord, that Non-fuch-^/Ju£. I mean, a man that had fold himfcl] to do 
punilhment wickedneffc y . Not fo Obadiah : but ( whatever my Lord the King, and the whole 
on them that s tate do ) I fear God greatly, faith he to the Prophet x.. *J, but bow fliall this 

>°king.ai.2o appear, Obadiah ? Why, when Jezabel hi/..I up th-e Lords Prophets, l ( not (landing 
7iKing.i3.ia to cart: perils ) hid them, and fed them by (if.y in a cave, not without the hazard of 
15. ' mv 


i Mar. 7. 7 
^Philip. 2 15 


p. ?$o. cx 
ctu’.em »re c.i!i- 
cljm {<r f> ig\- 
dumefflire. 
pZtph.r.? 

•7 2 Tlief.2.10 
r 1 King. 1 3.21 
/Hof. 7 .3 
f 2 Cor/.id 


w Exod 20 
x Ai the fifth 
comm’ndc- 
ment is the 


The Tfghteous mans T^compence. 


my head if ir (hould ever have been noticed. Loc lie-e’s a man of courage fear in* a Exo. 1 8.21,. 
God, a and he gave the beft teftimony of it, by ruling with God, and continuing b Hof.i i., a 
faithfttU with the Saints , as Judah; then When £phraim com pa fed him about with Rmi.* ’ 
lyes , and the whole bostfe of Jjrael, with deceit, b c 2 Dir.7.14. 

But f ccondly, as the praftife of this pointproves oneaChriftian fearing God, ^Exod^ 1 * 
fo a zealous forward chrdtian, one that lolicitoufty thinks upon Gods name; that fwpi * 
high and holy Name whereby he u called, and wherewith he is intruded, d with dsvavit, 
charge not to take it in vaine , e but to bear it up aloft ( a- the woj d f in that the d <vtx ' t:con f*> r . 
ccmmandcmcnt fignifics) to lift it up as a itandard, faying fehovahHjJi g the fkZbi'tVni 
Lord is my banner : or as fervants do their matters badges upon their (boulders, turn ad gomes. 
10 they Gods Imprclsupon their foreheads, y» a, upon the bridles of their horfes fiExo. 17.1s. 
h (in their common convocation alio) even Holinefe to the Lord. Being confi- * z,lch - | 4 - 
dent of this very thing, with Paul, that in nothing thiy jhall be afiamvd: but T^Lusht 
that wtth allboldnrfe, i as alwayts,fo mw Chrift /bollbe magnified in their bo lyes, qmufWM. 
whether it be by life or death. See an inftance of this in the holy A potties Handing »«*doineof 
before the Councill. tVe cannot, fay they, but {peak the things WC have beard and fe h - 
feen, whatever be the ilTuc of it they being now (albeit afoie fcarfull and MftV.f' 
fainthearted to the; deferring of Chrift. and betraying a g, od caule by their covv- yKtw£*w- 
ardife , yet now being )nor, dru»l^ with new wine, as tliolc Icofters caviL’d them, TiS C1 *- 
/ but filled With the holy Gkoft m ( a wine that would mHu tven tie lips of them tl, '^ e K a ‘ on r 
that arc ajleep tofeak n) were neccllitatcd 0 to an holy fo waidncfle and forth- TmiCndim.' 
putting: being like vcfTel;, that when they arc fill'd and ftopt tip, muft cither Malcolm. 
vent or but ft without remedy. Sec it again in St. Paul, that p ecious man who wE ph. 5.18, 
when once he became a ckefen vtJjt /1 to the Lord Chnji to bear his name, p’ ncVv r 
was he fo mad q alorc in havocking thole that called u, on ti:ar name in all places r as °vwkyudL 
he W 3 S now fierce and fie:^ chat did an) ihmg i oKtrary to the I s * nm? of ditadvatutn 

Jefus. f Not to meddle with his cncouncrmg of Ely mas the forccrcr • he let h<s f HTnrc,lu Be ^ 
ryes upon him t faith the text, as if he w-u d have run thorough him; After Ja 
W hich lightening followed that terrible thundei-ua.k, Ofull of all ftbtletj, and r Art 9.14,21 
mi ft hief ’arc. b>.t more to our pit: pule is his handling of Peter, a man chat fea'cd f l u i P>o~ 
God as well ashiinielf, i>ut vet tnougiu not ah out to well upo.i his name ( fo- &! itm 
that tunc at leaft ) a- he did : whom vhertfoie P.tcl withfojd to h iS f,ce. « He fuoHnbu^ 
did not hale with him for compatv., asgo-d Waruabas h,d done ( being carried Btnfm.p.mk 
away .v bv the autiior ty <»r the roan, agamft ho • Id aflbeiate ;■ t. Paul, with v\ hom a N fie ' 
alfohc had once before had a bitter buk.rmg ; a j"tn>g fit: ) but blamed him (a ** 6 9 ‘ 
before a great lortot Pet, sown difciptcs, u hviih.. found him temporizing ttvimc- 

Fully - and not fating it ar,g-K a mc^d-rg to tHympUi.y that lVf U Ct.-'ijl, b and " to. * 
the truth of the Gofliil. c ndc d Lardma:! Baroniui withft-nJs Paul as ftifly as «Ga!.aii.ij' 
ever Paul did Peter: and dares ma.nc.iin that f\ter was m-r to be blamed but * 

P«Hl a great deal too bulic .ather, A bo.d c.-i.l-.irc and w< II bchttmg a l.-fuirr ..vtl. 

Whom what more common/ when they are in place whe e ) then to vilify « this animfmnex- 
piim: Aportle, for dealing fo roundly with their^God Piter, and fo to due the Ive octrbatiojn 
upon the Holy Lthoft h.miclK P y q»*<t!iy*idfuit 

aceti o*@- 

fmt z Cavtnlo fand.lum hvhs.gmvm dr Jit idqy gentium tfye. p<treq\ a bt&vtnJV* b 2 c”WiTz 

Iff: r,? 4 - d y! , nn-eownkiin«ricrfgca..rt he a,.ionic «.f Hiuu teach i.i the pulpit, that Sc. Pam was nut: 

aUowM H prtaciini’H'ctiyconrre'KcwithSt. Pc-ru .• nor that he dmft publifh his cpiOlcs till Sr. Petcrbud 
aUowed them. I have heard alio credibly reported cli , t hnw . f rheir Jefuites of late in Italy, infolemn fcrnions, 
-CD.nmendMSt Peter for a worthy Si-.ru, have o nmrt d St 7 W for a hot-headed perloiis who was fo tranf- 
Ported with the pangs of zeal, andeaj;. rndje beyond ad courpalTc in moii ol his dilutes, that iluie was no grear 
reckoning to be made of h,5 Aflcrt.ons ; yea he w.« dangerous to reade, as lavouri g of bereft in fome places, and 
better perhaps he had never written Agreeaole to which ! heard oth r of rhcii Catholikes deliver, that it bath 
been luretoforc ven fmoufly con fa ted among ihtm, ro have renfund by fume meaner, and reform’d the epiftles 
j* ^ C ‘ ? r ' Sand*\n his Relattoo of iheweftern Religion. Oil tonmier- worthy to be pulled oik of 

rS , f < ? n " t0 ® ol J h i“S anH ^ r ^ rn ^ OW11 rlit -‘ ir r broars, that durft utter ftich prodigious and till alate un- 
Heard of blafpheraiesagainft the Lord Chrift, and his heaven-inlpiied ApoftJe. 

But I haften to the third and laft rank of Rcafons vcfpctfting other?. And fo 
ood men firft lliall be, by our holding out in bard time-, much confirm’d and 
comforted, whiles wc ceafe Hoc to (peak, as thefe in our rexr, and (Hal: often 
one to another; for thats the force of the Hebrew word here tiiod {fermoniifre- 
N n n 2. quentetionem 
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flit Radtctbus. ejttentattoaem fignijicat, it imports a frequency offpeech, faith Kimchi) f And 
that’s the property of true grace, to knit meus hearts in a holy communion as al- 
i rov.17.17. wayes, fo in cvill times el'pecially ; for mifery breeds unity. And, although a 
friend, love tie ail times, jet a brother it born for adverpty . g Sheep when they are 
courfcd, naylwine, when they are lugg’d , will get together, and grunt toge¬ 
ther, and make what head they can againft a common adverlary , for each others 


h Colof. 3.14. fafety. And Hull not the faints of God, who are linked together by the fame 
iJSjrf- f *Pl r,c > and knit together by the fame bond oflove{ that bond of their fermion h that 
“ llltcs pcrlons and vertues, and perfetfs them by frequent atfiens and offices tend- 
t,,. ing to mutuall confirmation and encouragement) (hall not fuch, I fay natstralh 

Philip.1.27. \ care for the cflatg one of another ? and ft riving together for the fail h of the tofvcl 
altr 0 * 21 ’ eacholkir , i »' h «t rnofi holy faith, keep themfdves carefnllyinthe 

Hieronsvocat ^^fG»d, pray together in the holy Ghofl lookingfor the mercy of our Lord ?efus 
fanlfamvio- Chrifl • of Jomv having co m p.iJpon > making a difference^ and others fave with fear 
ltntiam,optabi- puling them out of the fire l> Blefll-d Bradford reckoned that hour Ioff during his 
tnVer’iT. im P nl onmcnt, wherein he had not done good to fome one or other of’his brethren 
n Fox Many- c f m P Am0HS ** trtbulation^nd in the kjngdome and patience of Jeftu Chrifl, m ei- 
roiog. tner by tongue hand,or pen.» Neither was the Lord wanting unto him in the good 

iliZ endeavours ^ way, as appeares in the following inftan- 

01 ioh! 5.13. "th e p 3 nid°^frhT r r" chc kings-bench priloncr, was traveled wkhallof 
* Marini, in- ,« f .Pf » 111 th ? cndo * L f nt i to receive the facramcnt at Eafter in one kind* 
fttUutherus , ™bo, a “ cr [J auc ‘ 1 perlwading , yielded unto them, and promifed fo to doe 

/Jd 7 ,ZT lt Tbc " f °“ cUo , ut b y G°d“ providence ( laid, mine Authour, in whole own 
.£-aS" « the whole ftory) the Hailer-eave, the day before he Ihculd hare 

dicere:bocmi- do ^ was Bradford brought to the kings bench priloncr; where ( the Lord 

biplacet,quod " making him his mfti umenc ) Bradford only was the meanes that the faid Biflioo 
tt^diem £t hls pr°mife,and would never after yield to be (potted with that pap if& 

glorim front c‘ A ( C another time, L. Ridley being priloncr in the Tower, bad the 

vie foil Deo at- tt b er tyofthefame, to prove bchke ^ faith nunc authour) whether he would go 
tribuk. Deo to'mafic or noc : which once he did. But Mr. Bradford bong then prifoner 

(qZlucecla <™t^uT$ th A C l C0 [' writ « han effeftuall letter to perlwade hi m S from thefame’ 
riut eji) nind. « ' 7 ^ ( bod 1,000111 c d ) did Mr. Ridley no litrlc good: for he repented 
umgtorLfr thereupon and did nomore fo. Hence St. John, I write untoyo H , faith he that 
bofariwi. dobeleeve onthc name of the fon of Cod, that ye may bdeeve on the name of thefonof 

nLlfSl ’ f tha H y° U ma >\ by,ny w ^”g, be further confirmed, continued and 
vehememer 7 fa .‘ th ° u . cc . rcccl y' c f * 1 he zealous forwardnefic, and godly care 

tonfirmavh S ood P eo P le m bad times being a matter of lingular availe for the fettling, 
Mel 9 n / ?Ut A efl ir * h u U L^’u d j abllflun e of the hands that hang down, and the feeble bees which 

?T if‘ e f \ d bfickie and war P> and tHrn 0itt P 

t Hcb!!a ,t. ded ^ 5 ,™iS i 1 be her f 1 by c°nfirmcd, ( ° bad men convinced and confoun- 

r aed.not only m thclaft and general judgement when the^ ff » of the fo {t th (bdlrifc 

Rear. 6 . "p«»d condtmne fuch a jlaggard as Herod the king, who difired to fee Chrifl a (of 

TaZit ^ h °f e §re f 3t works he: had heard but would not llirra foot to findc him out) but 
dtmrtiJ ex _ th | s P rcren t woddallo, they arc made many times to return and difeern between 

dlum rt S h ^ and the wicked^ bet ween him that ferveth God , and him that ferveth him 

TfibiiT mU Witneflethofeitwo mighty Monarchs in Daniel, Nebuchadnc^ar and Da- 

feS. rTf;ludo7^nl t P d efi L^/ thefe ^ whenhefawthe welMcnit 

™ deumpro. , C / ; d d , ubt , cd , courage of Gods three worthies, in changing the kings 
fbeta excitaf. ^ th 0 ' mi g^ ™rfiip a (bango God r ? And the 

f^mmuis. latter, how was he amulcd, and amazed" when Daniel had fiopt the mouths of 

'xrumUiud out ftoucly to the ^ by the force of hie faith r after he had Hood ic 

fo Lnc.t6.ult- / ■ , ^ i, % hlsadvcrlarics, who could findc none occafion againft him 

Vidm n,„. h "< >» ^ mattrghH Gcd n ? How did the im.occncv and piety'of theie eodiy 

cXfi*- ;' ,th ;T fcicncc!of ' hoictw ^««« 

i* Dan.?.28.29 the fame wix/th ' ^7 Cadcd > x an ^ compelling them to vote and. voice 

/Dan. 6.25. |J , y * lc y bad pcrlecuted : y yea and to prodaime that God for 

iS'iniV 33 - clr Kv ’ | Whom yct thcy had ,vo mindc Co let up for their own 
*Deu 28.0 10 miar m c A ** ,S ’ ^ VC I? natura ^ confciencc cannot but Hoop and do ho- 
/Dan. 3. feV. ^ ima S c fair dy ftampt upon the natures and works of his people; 

fo 
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f-thatu lwn men fee in fuch, thaewhiefi is above the ordinary firaine. a „7j~ 
nun la. pert at i«»n ; their hcaixsau* Within them many times, and chey Hand nun h 
ama/ed ar the Iieif hr ot ip ; nt, and relolution chat pofTcfcth their hearts -nd 
at t.ie JoLeraud imuauntcd majefiy that ifliines in their faces ’ 

?T ntian l pe>fpexi ^ BMh ”' ^ronol. 

>‘-id of him, and their confci^J adtirchim! ^ ^ wkkcd » t! 


d/e 1 . yj fj.trpc Reproof of ^ ^ ‘ ■Cukeivarm Latchcians 3 
7 inter on s 7 impoi iz.r. s. 

N OW for Application of all.- Is [! lis f„, that Gods liege pcrlc 
•bould flune ni'-fi „i tne greatefl darknelR-, and then t\% w them- 

finne > m °TI 7’ U ! ,en . otl ‘ ers arc audacious in - 

7 C, ; f::l : nxs > llie juft and (harp reproof, r.fai: f 

U ll,k 7 ai ™ : our V’d { >crtiJian-prt;fefit> 1;rs, ( ; -s o;rc t-i"., ' 

them) the .Neuter paiifve v hnlhans, ( asanotlier) cl.e i*o!ic ti.-ns - l 
T t ‘ n ‘ e •, J vl,, ‘aga:ni< toe prcknpt rules of Gods holy word the co- 1 
fianc prattile or n> many rau.tu.s: amts, the irrefragable, and -ndoub^e f 

(e-tt ; ilC P° ,,Umh;lnJ - '!"* iC bell and fnfcfi,' when all's don-’/to ! 
(c. Jt the limes a , m a lena- rarre othcv-vile then Saint Paul meant it f\\ ' 

X fi-r anr . ,C } t0 ,;V - S T da . WntI,e cornmon current to keen hem « 
fcIvch fiiH on the warme fide of the hedge *, to comport and o-mpiv - 1? 
with the prefent company, though never lo bad ; approving and app! ltl " 
dmgthem ,n then- wretched couries, itudiodly frJming, as the I ft ” 
d -.giace to be counted scrap!,mail,and lingular : and tiilrefore refolvinr / 
to do as the moll do, though in io doing they be litre, ly undone f.‘," 
ever And ( that they may not leem >« ration? iniauir,-. to he our v 
of leafon mad) they p.ead .Scripture for defence of their haferefiV • l 
wo ld\ou think 1C ? But what marve'l, when as the devil! alio , rheiJn 
mJLi in this Uat.S Arc ) can emne with b ble under arm —d -v >r- P ; 1 
Jcnptum ,fl (> perverting the holy Scriptures co Jus vet Jcriwr d ;,m T h 

and'^fi-row/'Vl- ’ ^ nt | C 1 ^ think themfdves lofticientlv iccured, h 
and fliiowdcd ho.,i the dine or any fuch reproof as chi? K ; pL-fi.-o d. 
thcnilelvcs in a co,J and carelefie mediocrity in fpirirual! matre-sV ^ »» 
icaung nothing more then to beefieerned too precife i-liows or mV V " 
humour, and eng^ofiers of more grace then ordinary. \V!,d, im^V 
non to decline and avoid, they hold that for Gof pd ' ‘ 

aijjcmble is not tn cafe to live in a common-weakli wK’i 7 - 

An^rV^r ! UwtSthc . Q[tVCath <*' Would hive lusGune i J‘ic 7 ^ 

And that they may keep corrclpondencv at once ( as th-v ' u • ’ 7 
K) With God and the world (foonerthen which' cfem 
h!V^-Wl Cr ’ YCah T? hcaven and emh together,and gri^cUm bV; ' 
icc r! Can > V ham<rIc0n Hke » cm ' n them (elves into a.tv toioi.r 

:cthcm / c ! vc * to any company ; and like the plane: (vWinx • •• 
y can bee good m conjundion with good, and bad web bb 
nature fount. In .yuamcuimc voles vertc, denrux cro. Propertius. L ' 
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Sucli of old were thofc Affyrian Colonics, 2 Kinc.17. 4 1. that fc.rrd 

^rMKofFJfe the Lord, and withall fcrvrd thetr ftravtn imno t s* And fuel, lor ill 
ons, the tu b of Ins nation r t wl 1 1S „„. »►!,„•. c re . *■ «. ^ • ■'“uiu lum lor all 

th.cwab iwptizcd : buraf- C i ' VU . C C lt 1 ^ !tcc ^° lirs ^ 1C Samaritans, of whom Jojepkus re- 

rcrw.trds fed*seed by his coidern, that they could ivcat'hcr-cock-like, curue with the times h , and 
w.fcjic had in the !clf lame Lute ini! , with the tea-man, to the fitting of every wind. The Tews 
S-» )C r I oinn *7 wI,ilc t!lc i fl(,uri{1 ‘ cJ > *hould be their dear Coufins ; but, if at anvtim? 

Sa'triSs'uiodc: wndcr ; l.ateh«. they wouU „oc once „,vn them Such alfo l.ean- 
•;u uent .xa/.iintes teem to have hp.*n eh,, i„.,_1 . . 


gtntihiitaJ cal i.i venerini. ii>. ;■ ;l,!lW,fw > :i 
1 Jur.ius in piri'kas. former. /: t< : 

k G.il 2 11. /Aft i r.2<. lews, ami tl: 

It is iiutoiioutly kno n, [() t ;( , 
chat thr nvft lionouuMc l \, V 


ornuuii: tpuHMvviwre thought that the Church of Autscili. nrotc!hn« r.u ;infr tint -ert and 

£■ wnnerc, «: */« cxreinstii , / HHit^ifpicnblc w name of L,njii.tns. : udi were the ancient 

seniihnf,uiL'jl'iaitneTm.tb. f--twites, and the modern Libertines, Niiodemitcs, l ainililts. ()f t[i« 
)Junius in pen.:ijs. former, Eifrbws tells US, that they would keen the habbath with tile 

£ki IZuXZt If SVn 1 !V" rJs J »v r ht,:c: ^>1-™wr«£ 

chat thr mrit ho.HK.ui.lc CWlIC - ll ,cl, 8 ,ons » When in truth they were I.i none »: Ofthclac- 
name < i cluiiiiauij in Italy ter ami many others complam,that they held it no finne to ferve 

;:;uj a Komca .umrof rc- idols with their bodies among Kip.lls and Pagans, ft, they kept ti.-ir 
!;:^I»dS: d 7 “.“ Clod* pretendingr.,r .hcr^e, that counlcll oi A H 

f'«/C on the Uhcin.Telf..nt. ; - ^ . l, nrnc, Crja P' 6 n wrefoye when ft Ice the muliitttit of Lg- 

Aft. 11. ferr. 4 out oiCb>t- ?' r wotjtjippiug them In hind and feforc, fay in your he Arcs O -Lord '•< - { 
Mb. l;anvb Coll. Jtliiic i» thouth,t ought eft 0 »e/y to be Wofrippt.i. Such a Politician was l : c ( h>l,t‘ s o 
0t /^ ld ’ and al«c: of whom ceftifics, that he had 

r mi dim Dvtninnmn in hi ”ephmtram, for every day a new religion, ab hrs ad Vfrs ab 
iiirctn Refill nih-niiobfciva- l " ls li( * " os Ict/it cr icxj oP Irvins t rax ficus *j to da' a Pam ft to rnor- 
nrnt. f-hhnsi urjanpere, row a Protcl>ant, in nothing io conltanc as in his uncot,liancv And 

hmw f " ot "0»» d4y ** < £i ! Jt 1 -»>• -"-lower and Thorne) 
oKcelmlius j/ad Impnato- | norc £hcn a good many p , brats of the fame breed, bcalls of the lame 
rum ing-'iiio nontrninton* utter, that (land halting between two, in utrttxquc parett nxrc’o'i'd 
/wmmm.&c Sum F.crlef to either, and ready to be any thing with the State. I hefe ask not of 

S- «»?«■ y** »,^ inc) .* i i& butn *«■« 

nionjpreil Chtiftians that ^ cat - c lcm to gooncly foi waid, but a Icorpion de.th teach them to go 
would be of the kings rcli-backward and forward, bike they are to barnacles faith Same -Itsfitn 
eion, wWcr ir w*. Brier- chat are neither flefh nor full: to Bats, that are neither birds no/beW 
y» *‘**"w^srcll lfi»clit«,to*- 
p f/eu quam mult-s tales mm that could both bleuc and curfe r, to the formes of fjj.icb.-r men 

daZhtna tummubusSarmri- skilfulli» the times f. Ufing religion for a cloak, to wear abroad ’ call 
tams- dnier chnjiwm bodied at home; or CO put on, onely upon fugh-dayes when they are to 

3SSS ‘&ZtT L t with th f b rf f ^JaZr^Z “ 

/«, {7ad laws navis feelid- u hen she was to (peak with the Prophet. Of all which kind of oerfons, I 
usypro lemporum ratbne/fefe nia V jhltly ask,as Jacob once of his loir Jufph^ here's the coat but where's 

n.a" «> a parry.cnWd coat, .4*^,^,, „„,, M 

i Nun™ M. ' 4 ' ur •’ «"»'* » » f x y and di!Ten> 

/'i Chron. 12. 32. blmg it ever and anon for carnail rdpccts; pulling in ins horns, with 

t I King. I ? . 2. the Inail, for every pile of gralTe, and afhamed of his Mailers co«ni- 

i buj 7 ; -l -/ancc for every light cotincerblalf of difgrace or danger. Oh deceftable 

cfi-Joys Ssv.tQ-. cc i ,ifiin( -dle, and da .ardlmeffe, lit for fucli a doom, even to be turned 
* Bnm. I. i8l ° llC among dogs y and hell hounds. l : cr the fe. r n.V, and Hnbchtvin* 

<*J l tk' abominable, and murders, & c . fhJl a'l have tlcir part intts 
I aWl^l 's lakr ^; but the fearful! lirlh !.o. rhefe are held worthy to be 

^ ' l V 1 tl -, c , trMnc - and c,) ^ ti.c ring-dance <»f Inch rehrol-.atcs as iliall 

be hurl d inro hell. The Lord holds all luch white-livcr’d fildxrsin 
a. y, ,llth *P^ c *all dctefration, that he will not employ them fo far, as to break 

a pitcher, or to bear a torch in his lervice ,,.' And lor as many as arc 
aihrimed Cbrift afore men, he will one day be as fhie every whir, and 

as much nframed of them btforc h:s I'.uUami t!.c bhjfcd .incc's b: 


f 1 Cfirou. 12. 32, 
t f King. 15. 2. 

« Gen. 37. 33. 
n* Jjh:cs 1 .8. 

ai'i ifcft-Jujrff a sv.t@-. 
* Pom. ,.j8i 

yjt rippt'Tif 

y Pcv v ,2 > s. 

? Revel 21:8. 


b Mark. 3 .58. 
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at what time he will make mod ample relation, and dll honourable tnenc.oii of eve¬ 
ry Inch Oarjtphortts .ts W.m not aframed ofhuchainc t c but fed him hungry, cloaih- 
ccl hunnak. d, vifitcd him imprifoned d &c. the good Lord will gram them to Jindi 
mercy, nay glory and honour and immortality in that day c. 

And ialily for all lukc-warm Laodicean- ..profligate profcflburs, and tempnri- 
r.'ng CJolpellers that can tune their flddicstothe bale of the time-., rclolvingto 
play nothing but what the company calls for, the Lord will fpew fuch p 4 r;ii es 
outuf his mouth, f as too lcathlonK a morlcll for his nice floinach tobrooke or 
bear.: with. Now when a man fptics he gets him into a corner : fo will Almigh¬ 
ty God lid his flomatk of fuch into Hell, ah, laith he, I will cafe m. of mine 
enemies , g 1 will lay up this loachfomc fluff that lies fo hard upon my ftc- 
mach, which done, the devill, as a dug, Hands ready waiting to lick up Gods 
vomit: he w^/Lr up and do\\n , laith St. /'t ter [ for the nonce ; ftcl^'g whom h: 
may (wallow down : h whence alio he ii cliewhere culled tin great red dragon : 
i a dragon for his cruelty, and a grcatiid dragon, for the blood of foules he hath 
luckr, and wherein he hath drenchc and even dyed hiinLlr red again. 


C 2 1 III). I - 

1-017,18 
d Mar. 25.53. 
e Ro.n 2.7. 

/Rev. 3. , 

N hil Salvator 
tn:dium mu', 
tepidos eveuiit 
Jfieron. 
g E/ay X. 
h 1 Pet. 5.8. 

£iJT(wV nral 


1 a uragon for ms cruelty, and a greatrui utagon, ror tnc blood of loules he bath * Optimum eft 
luckr, and wherein he hath drenchc and even dyed hiinLlr red again. olctiafmi 

ipw.U. 

/Get 1.15.17 

C m Mjtrhtw 2 

OilCT. 4. „ ! I’cr.j s 

with 

ZJfe 2. A foruble Exhortation to courage for Cljrifij with foftre kt/ps 2 Per.3^3* 

tt.cn unto. ° Hi>f.2 1 3. 

P I'-phi 1.5 r 
. A: Sun-fan 

Hofe inadneffe let us all learn to enjoy,* and (for a iecond tife ) !)c exhorted 
VV to fettferioufly in hand with the practue of din-molt iuc«.il.:iy, iv.-tunich lit h< ard the 
n-glctftcd duty : labouting to fhmc for.h in thele cvdl time., k. bke th xL.mp Pi'iiimns 
tli it fliined out in the Jtno.tkic furnace : l like the bright Itarr ihr Uu-W :d it o.if upon 
in the midft otdarkneffc : m nay like God hiinLlr who then cl h 4 belt wo ks ./"".Sam.-j 8 
tt’hen men are at word, w overcomin ngour cvill with his good, ai.d :oc luff - ? 1 s< lk ' Z. j 0 
ring our perverfenefle to inte rupt the tvurfe ot his ku dnel'le. 0 lie )c fo.t<av, s ?5.15 

herein of God, as dear children, p let your piety and patient c then molt appear, ‘frf 
when iinpicty nnd violence do moll prevail. Let. your /cal { by an holy Aiugiy. dZirJ^K- 
rilliifis ) then flame out and break thorough ail irnpcciiinmts, when tnoiioppu^d t.ixv./iex: 
and oppugned: like lime which is k ndled with water: like g ml that gUlr-rs inWut. 
mofl in the fire : like therofe that lincls Iwccter in the Util th.n upon hC tiu L. 

Sauls malice ferves but to enhance Dadds z-al: the u.o e o.utragiou, wa 4 the Mmjr. 
one, the more couragious was the ocher; As the colder theayre, ih.* nibiedie re 1 5.1029.9 
fire feorcheth, and a= the harder the weather th: more the La h icald’th. And / 
what though David here tr.ytor i\ from Saul, and rttnmg.-.te r fiom N.d.-ul, ■ 
and all that naught is from the abjetts and bale compam -ns, t-at came roundabout ii,an?jdixe-~ 
him and made monthesat him. f It is a brave thing to do well and h ar ill, t fa:d rumlrimi- 
that Heathcn-Princc. And, Doe well and hear ill is written upon heaven gate;, dis.faailcgis, 
faidthat Martyr u once, that was halting thither Elj.u-\ ke ) in a fieiy cl.arret. ^blZsMo- 
Gods ^vay was ever cvill-fpoken of, and luch a.trodd it, as little favouied of the ra.nrcsafrii 
world, ssDavid was of the PhilifLn-Princcs. w lint wnac laith the fl.-n of D. v:d, &t tc/mll. 
who himfclfalfo was called traitour and BaUibttb, and h..d triall firm limodfr gs ^ “ 2 

and fcourgings, yea moreover of bends and inipnjonm -,a ? .v lUvftd are ye when tein 

men frail revile youand pcrfcc/ttc you, and frail fay all manner of cvdl against yen pin (}:,?,. j a [. 
for my fake, Rejojcc and be exceeding gh'd, for g tc.it is ) our re ward in heave r;. •• ijunn 

j Take up the reproach of the mad multitude (that Speak cun of that good th' 
know not, * having hearts as barren of grace as Michels womb was of children) 
andfay: It was before the Lord ^ who hath done fuch and luch great thing-»or thr'ft.frio 
me, and therefore if this be to be vile. Tie be yet more vile to you, chat I maybe *oimr.rm t 
more precioufly cftccmcd of God. What though you fiude tew or none that will 
fee in, or fide with you in this important wo. ke, in this one thing met Jjary? a z -’ 
what though all men forftkeyou, as they did ^.c. Paul at his firlt anl'wer 0 andnp- al.rkcio.42 
pearancc before Nfcracs tribunall: yet the Lord Wiil fraud with thee, and flrengthen 

thee, l4 » 17 


X. 2 Sarj.'S.ia 
' Eg? Vis t i tem 
’ pin lh'?> ■ Jil- 
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,12,1 's C h ec > as he did him, yea prejerve thee Jafe ami entire to his heavenly kingdom. 
AffuHa*%- L 'f c ,( P ate hands therefore that hang down, and the fickle knees : c yea lift up your 
o-bantMT^ui eyes, and fee heaven open over your heads with Steven , d God and his holy 
ftaiscertami- Angels looking on and applauding him: yea fee Ch ift himiclf (that heavenly 
arantfuk'*” 1 ' i £ oaatljet - t ) landing over thee, a-, there, c ami holding out unco thee an immar- 
virL%h!’ot:e cHubl-crown with this inlcription, Vikcenti Daiio. To him that overcom- 
/Rcv.321. »t tl\ nil I grant to jit with me in my throne, even .u 1 alfo overcame and am Jett 
g t PcM.4. down with my father in his throne, f In confidence of which high prize, let the 
Yea \ikc^~ flints be encouraged , loflr.ta- like, to advance forward in a holy Angularity, 
pearlci which withall 1'weet content, and untlaunccdncflo of Ipirit, toward that" incorruptible 
though they and unfadeabie g crown above : not lwimming down the fires m of the times, 
grow in the nor being carried along by the (wingc and I way of the place where they 1. ve : but 
thc’SourMd liLc< : rLtait ” n S th : ir iwtural1 iweetnefie in the fait fea : * like Salamanders 

hightntv of iinfcoichcm the fiic : like oyle that will ove; top ail other liquors, but not corn- 
heaven chnf. mingle : * ever holding a tonfhmt countermotion to the couife of the world, and 
* Oretts jluvi- { j K corruptions of the time; thatamidft all, you may keep a good conic ieucc, that 
dllbitHT, quem , troafure, and dcarert Jewel as O.ie larch well) that ever the heart of man 
me VenJtis vvaaacquainted with. 
recipitfed 

inltar otei fuprrnvaniem brevi fat io fortitum abdicat, nee penalcs aqnas, Dirifae genitas. nr gent as fuis anuis mifetn 
pennant. Solin. 
h KswUs 2. 

v'itarivlhicri- T° l)c| f V° u l!Cr ‘‘ n ' l; 3 duty ‘ f g-catcft d tfuulry ) take thefe few rules 
tis,inter pan cos and d it ctf ions. 1 irft. piefl'e upon your could, nccs the f. inner precept; l-'ollovv 
angufl.tm liam u ;t a multitude l> &c. with the re fl above recod: coulider vvithail the equity 
anmtantes icdonablenefle of thole commandemcnts : for thae i- not any one law of 

ids011^7.12^' is jt;(l and goml, i could wch.tlce into it. Wi n cannot lay 

Ma]orpars ' that the greater part ovcrcomm. th, the Ikuc'-, and that the me ft are ever the 


treliorcm via- 
at.Nonpojjx. 
vnu negare 
plat es effe tm- 
(or,<fyr tamplu- 
res.ut inter eos 
prorfus non >p- 
pareant gran,t 
in area. dug.in 
Pfa! 47 - 
4 Mac ?• 14. 

077 90 in Tn 
veiuflis codici- 
bus legitur 

77 cm idf, 

Iheophy'aUus 

maps turn, 
quaft particula 
77 fit admiran 1 
tis,<fyr ita ferip • • 
turn ejfet 

to <roy 
Cf7 9 sV»iv 

l. Luc. 1 2.32, 
nrot.uviov. 
m 1 King. 
20.27. 

rn 


vvorH^ and Ihall we go again!! common feme, and univei fail ci.pericnce ? Bc-fide? 
the fcripriiresarc pi.(in in this point a> m all ctlv r, Amply necclTa y to falvation ) 
tell.ug u- that the way to hell i., bioad and Well- beam : and the many go in there* 
at. Hu* oh hotv firelight is the gate, ana narow the way that Ituiis to life, and 
how few there be th.-.-t fade it. k_ Chnft ilock hath ever been found a litclJ flock: 
/ Handing, as the holt of Ili ad, like two little flocks of kids :whe 11 the wicked 
( on to’tiier fide ) like the Av.-unitcs, fill the counci y. m This the pm blind philo- 
loph-er could Iceland therefore i::y. Sap tend am thm p>n:c:s : m and Diogents thought 
he lliould ever do bdt, when he did half whit the meft did. And Cajfiaxus coun- 
fcls u-» in his cpi files. / ’.w m p.inc't, &c. I.ive a-thole fewelt live; that with 
the few yetnay be found in the king-dome of heaven. » It was a brave anlVer of 
Liber ins an orthodox lLfiiop in the primitive times wh > when he was prefled by 
the fimpetour Conjlantitts to forlake the truth, and vote for Arrianifmc by this 
argument. 0 ffuota pars cs tn orbts tcrrar n m ? Art thou wiler then all the world ? 
1* He very honefily and dilcrcctly reply J d, i he truth is no whit p'-cjudicedby my 
faloneneflfe in fhnding out: nant-o- ohm tresfo/nm t *c. for of old aifi> there were 
three only that would wichftaud the wicked edict of the king of Babel. And re¬ 
markable is thefpeech oi Nicol.ts the firfi, Bifhopof Rome to Michael the Empe- 
rourofConfiantinople. p It matters mt ho\\'(mail the number be, if godly : nor how 
great, if ungodly ; litli nuiltitudc and Antiquity are but ciphers in Divinity, and 
not much to" be (food upon, lui cher then they will bear waigne in the ballanec of the 
Sanctuary, eg 


n ul cum pau- 

cis inveniri merearis in regno dei. oTbeodoret.lib. 7. cap. 1 6. * Mali undip, perfirefunt, Quare fic vivis l Tufolus 

chriftianus cs, quote nan facis quod ficium ali)} Aug. in I’fal. Dementia c/f-te folum in dolIrina rehgionis mdy.rem effe lucent 
confecutumputare, quamtot hoininum mUharmhis jamficu/isvidcrcpotuerunt fa. Malvcnda apud Senmch-rnumin vita 
Johan Dia^i] p Kumcrus pufil/ur nonnbef ubi abundat phaat. ncc multiplex pr"deft ubi ahundat itnpieias. <| Non numcran- 
da fufragta fed txptndenda. Non nuimro hscjudicantur fed pondere.TuU Of r Lkl*. 9. 23. faawHs-tisawhh a flout and. 
conffant dc- " 

againftofo C Secondly, fiudy that great but much ncglcftcd art of felf-denial!and learn 
imrcafonable to.fay peremptory r nay to any whether perfon or thing ( though never lo dcarc or 
arequeft. dclightfiill ) that would code’thy courage for Chriit, or call thee efi this moft 

favoury 
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favoury courfe. And fiift, if carnall lleafon come in and offer to obtrude thar/OaHiirA;* 
twife-fodden eolewort / of hers ( perfwading thereby to a politick forbearance of Ptf^ fetet. 
forwardneffe by the fear of what may follow ) Be not righteous overmuch , neither „ 

make thy felf over-wife t q. d. bedilcreet and wary, and (land not fo ftriftly up- « wu t *i6.24. 
on tearmes of confcience : )bhy fhouldfl thou deflroy thy felf ? why fli iuldft thou » Eccle n. 17 
incurr the needleffe danger of envy and vexation, by thrufting thy felf over-eager- See Pemblcin 
ly into obfervation ? Stop thine earcs, I fay, to this fubtle cnchantrelfe, « an i 
rather harken to the voice of Gods fpirit in the verfes immcdiatly following. lie y Dcuc *3 \\ 
not wicked overmuch ( faith he, in oppofition to that former. Be not jujl over- 7 Mat. 1^.22. 
much w ) q. d. He that flackcs, andremits but a little ingoodneffe, and; forhis fai 

owneeafe and honour ) qualifies it, though but with a little degree of b^dnefle, f . 
the fame is wicked, and over-much wicked : Neither be fooliflj (in oppoficion to ft nod wee. Cr 
that above-laid. Be not wife over-much ) as all are, that temper fpiiituall wildomc ping on his 
with carnall pollicy : for why fhouldfl thou dye before thy time? tovvir, by an un- knees before 
fcafonable death irom Gods hand; then when it were better for thee to do any nJo’Sha 7 
thing then to dye: fith after death there is judgement, and hell-fire, and all to be mg on my" 8 * 
paRed thorough by the poorc foule. This is the voice of heaven, wherewith yc nc "k behind 
are to ftill and ftop the mouth of chat wifdomc which defeendeth not from above, but mc *5* ‘ 
is earthly, fenfual, devitifh. x rnymo^efro 

Next, for carnall tnends, deny your lelf alfo in them y if you mean to keep the ground” 
in with Chrifl:. They’le be ready enough with Peter to prompt you to be good mn over my 
to your felf, and not iThiy to run the hazard of a fingulaviran, to your I know not f,t, ^ r ’ and 
how great ddgVace and difadvantage * &c. Fora counter- poifon, confider : is d^rmySJr"" 
there any friend to God ? or any foe to him ? Did not Eli pay dear for difplca- thereby tcT’ 
fing the Lord, to plcafe his children a ? and had it nor like to have cofl: Afofes his run to Chrifl-, 
life for forbearing to circumcile one child ( as he had done another ) for angl ing his wflcn h . ecaIls 
wife^? Tell me not here Uliall be mockt, and hooted at, iflrcfufc tobcfalhio- aiSainaT' 
nable. why, what of that? if a lame man laugh at thine upright waking, wilt $eethe*ftory 
thou therefore hale * ? if dogs bark and bounce at the Moon, fiiall fhc therefore ^Rebecks 3 
hide her head, and ceafe to Ihine any longer c ? David became the drunkards thc Pre «ch 
fong, and a by-word among the fons of Belial, who came round about him, m.t- 
king mouths and mowes d was he ever a whit the worfe man for chat ? Did not b Exod.^ 2 ^. 
Paul hear Pefl,e Eltjha ba/dpatef, oar Saviour himiclf C-i njurer,traitour,mad-mau? e b. 

So true is that of Chryfoftomc, Mad finners cenfure all for mad that come Ihort of 
thcmfelves in madnelfe g. A very Philofophcr could piety thofc that fee him at ^ ol ‘ 
naught, and count it his honour and happineffe to be defpifed by the many h. And * trxciv tLzca- 
Senecds enemies could not falter learn to raile, then he to ncgleft. i 3 D:ny yojr 
felves further, in your liberties * with Mich.1i.1h , who would not biafie for any pi, 
mans pleafure, nor voice with the reft of /Hubs parafiticall Prophets, though he cEnperagit 
were lure to kifs the Rocks for his ftifthcllb, and there to be fed with hard-meat, cwfajurda 
till the kings return in peace. Deny your fclve» ’aftly in your lives, if call’d unto it' 

What cared the three children for Nebuchadnezzar* wrath, burning feven times e Aft til'* 6 
hotter then his furnace 4 ? kill them he migh. pojfibly, * hurt them he could not l, Kotpait, 
and that made themfo refolute. For he that truly fcarts Cod, and thinkj upon bis botch 
name, dreads no danger, * fcarcs no c olours, denyes himiclf utterly ,m takes Chrifts / 2 Kin g- 2 - 2 ?*. 
crofie upon his fivuildcs, a fagot in his ai mes, ar.d his life in his hand, n and io baS-'mteas 11 
refolves to follow Chrift thorough thick and thin , thorough fi,e and water, poi- Eliab did he- 
fon and fword , or any thing elfc that Hands in his wav. * fore thee 

Thirdly blow up thy fmallcr fpark into a flame of zeal; which is an extream Sa f ca fl' J . ci ‘, 
licat of all the aflfe Aions, love, joy, defire, indignation, deteftation, and the rdf Ifal \ndmr 
This as it will make us come off more roundly in Gods hard eft or hotteft lervices, qu fait non 

vifanit. 

^ . hro Jt -jent- 

ipfOKwAti-uajo ruv -Trs'Xvv. t didicit ille maledicere, & tgn contcnncre * I am in pflfmi rill 1 am in prifnn laid 
Sincere Saunders. AH. Mon. p. 1358. r King. 22 26, 27. 4 Dan 3. 16.19. I occidere potes, Idlere non 
foleji. Pstus dt Nerone apud D ion : Caff: * Alibi vita eripi pottft,at non confcffio veritatis. Unfit. ■. Mar. 1 6. 24. abdicat 
femttipfum,(gy per'mde habet atquefi nihil adfe pcrt'merct, Be?an 1 Sam. 19. $ * Hie eU ilk b arellius qni nullis difculta- 
mifra8ns, mllis minis, canvitiis,verbiribns deniq\ inflilHt territus fa. Melchior Ad. in vit. p. 1 15/ 
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oRom. .xii. ( jerrtat in jpirie ferving the Lord o, faith the Apofrle ) fo it will kindle it felf 
fine YcVsfafd* from "^crscoldneffe, (happen it felt from others dulnefle, quicken it felf from o- 
of Baruch in, llowncfle and heavmefre co duty : like as the cold of the air makes in us our 

repaying the nacnrall heat the frronger , and as wacercaulcth the fire in the forge to flame the 
wjiII of Jem- fafter. See in inftancc of this in David : My zrA, faith he, hath eo»f„ me d me 

pafred SrT kc * H f e thint cncmies bath f°'& ottcn th ] P ™rd . I.o, his anger fo burnt againft the 
neftiy } or as fmners of his time, that it ear him up , y^a it inflamed Ins very hatred. So far 
fo:.,.: read ir, was he from running along with them, that he abhorred them in his heart: for 

S d h B, n? e d ° * 0t 1 h<ttK them ' ° L ° rdy tbut 1> * U a * d am mt 1 & rieV(d n ’ illj lho f' that rife 

from others l< ? *&*'"$ thee ? 1 Ute them with P er f<* 1 * r 'J , / count them mine enemies r . Da - 
chillier*, and vid knew well that patience in C.'oJs caufe, and in cafe of his offence, was but 
fofi:j,filed his fclockiflineflc; moderation, mopifhneffr ; connivence, cowardizc ; and that mad- 
pouiou in a nefie here was better then meeJtnefle: which made him hate fuel! wicked ones a* 
iwaNip'Jw lpoke afi3 ‘ na God ’ and t00k 1,is Name in vain - vmh perieAion of hatred : and not 
7 PfaW* 9 . make dainty upon any politique relpeA, to caff down the gauntlet of defiance to 
rPfal 1 <9.21, the faces of them, as his utter enemies. Now the blellingof God light on that 
jSw-M*'*' Good hcarc ckat hath a ftomack c as David, and the good people in the Text had) 
dm'iineum. n ?' linft Gcdi difhonour but ' us a fcarflill thing, and a foreiigneof a fpirituaii 
ahn,, { itomine dedenuon, when Chrtfnans can comport with Cods enemies; and difrefr their 
meat,coif,US oaths and other outrages, with as much ea c, as the Oftrich doth the hardefl: iron 
Tm,nr J a C ' Tl ‘ C an S d of E P lie / u , s could ' nos ?b:dc thcm ^at were evil,nor away with thofe couni 
Xtrxt «k terfci:s,chat called them/. Lvts Arof/l. s,,.ud wnr none/, and is highly commended for 
m Vitaetdm. 1C: though otoerwile none oi the iorwardelt t. When the contentious C'orinrhi- 
?- F!ur ' an 5 heard carnal/ forcomming fo.ncar, and looking fo like the wicked, that they 
t Vcuu' 2 * CO - lld hard! y bc dinmguiihcd. Are ye nor carnal,, and walk. «* men « ? A foul 
AvarjtUns- hv - llc in a Cl3nftlin - 

mine taxanvidetur boms atioqui Epifoput. Pareus. Si frit TimetkcuSjHl quiJjm ecxterAunt&c. il.vtr.t.u i Cor j.2 

KAT cL/jpCO’TOvmeXTK.VaTi- ' * '*'** 

I.iifHv, Thmk litJiy and ferioufi y v;v« i!,ir»c hs*h and heavenly cal - 

clt.’.o/.TlS'lli. 2* *• *!"■ : : y "• "roftle often**- 


1 3Ii - horts .v: And know,that God v» s 


• c irc-m others which he will 


y TiTfiTw. - ..—iruTii unuis wnico lie will 

^ K^>iM<,Hch.i 5 18 not abide in hi? own. T.vfry Chl.n g hath a Deco^rnt, a feemiineffe, a 
ZiiXVfu/on. Romi?.!?. futtabieneiTe appertaining to it. Akcmkman hath another manner 
0i b r iaTIOl:r ?¥"»»«-»■?»..*. C-ourtier-th« a Carter, a Prince then 
s n. 5 i lciant 1 : !l, p wdiO’ilj a c linilun too, then another n:an. He (liotild 

tij et/cpov E ai.m, cogo deilieail Illiniclr r-ov/t t b-nv, ty, iLnuij, , worthy of- God, and as be¬ 
ta iheutniofiofarMi g. commuh a faint a , a citizen ot h.eaven. and-a burgeffe of the new Te- 
:!!*£/• itS'.VZ N"« Ctowrainly, untr...tltih-,ha% t fi-oli(blj- d ItkewV 

i tApuifjt (furS.* faun* d or a nce.l.nlder ot hell (Jrcattff States afford 

f In maxima for tuna minima hberty / , and therefore are f. Jt wo: fe (faith that lather ) though 
lieeniia.Satujt h rat. they be no worfe then others, beta*, k* they ough-t co bc better e . Ins 
I-™' fi ngulttr thing * that C .«4 In,us lor from his people; and tint 
Svutr.Oil'diiX. * h ' d, “ extraordinary, anjahovevulgarprliibility. Sh«„U 

iN»:h ( 5 .iiAiSam.(Src,n fach a man as I jhe ? laid good Am w/.ib / . ej.d. I hough other men 
I a ply may, yet i may nut do it: though the Hnlifiines might carry 
/a S-m .5 8. mUvi-.io j. Gods Ark in a new care, .and hear no further of him h : vet it ifracl at- 
f p h * tlt;“BO;«|«'il | «Kkc a tenth tiponthcm t. Tltisisthat 

like a pear 1 in j onr'dle. t,e l W *U be f>nUip:d in all them that drum near 

o lli*l: *5 i JZ*i in excel- * :nt0 me m , tar.dtthed he will be, one way or other* either in us or 
tfSTufiZy ' 11 l ai ! a * l ; p0n US ” * ,*/ ,s lurc ’ l,y wil1 be 130 lofer by us: as he fhould be in a high 

adCAarem ^ CC ^' eC ’ Wc ^ harmt/tf and Oiumlejje, the fonr.es of God , 

wtuont rebt-'kf, in ine midfhf a cached and p.r-crje generation amongst 
q Omnium onti: in te funtnn-* 11 . as l ghr s » , Jo tliatthe bun may go unfeep, as foonas 

ve ft Sim. St ip. r jer 20.10. }- L - 3 P ■ as the U*n (T aberration is quickly cfpied in thofe heaven- 

iy bodies, lou, the faints of God : nothing they do cfcapcth fight 
Lab.hh",.f; l .t,itey' ® nu cenlurc j all is tnarktard obfcrvcJ 7 be? -x.,„b ft m} half 
vary lV«.m the n:r.;tirucie,sll f "& r ■> a,c 1 l ircM1 t as thole that would defire no better fport: they 
eyes are upon him. Bifl.op p n re and pry j into every particular, if haply they may take us. trip* 

HAlx Contccip, ping in any thingthey fearch into our whole convcriacion more nar¬ 

rowly. 
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even in K.//. 
S.time.Ccrres 
die fervent 


rowly, more thoroughly, then Laban once did into 1 avals frufre ;: ready prelf, t Gen.; 1.^4 
and prepared co blaze, and blafpheme for th.e lcaft flip they can lay hold on, be it u tphd-s.i t. 
but in arafh and indilcrcet fpeech that falls from us, or the like/ Mow what a ^ 1(al ,0 ^ 25 
glory is it to {laughter envy it felf ? to Prop an open mouth ? nay to reprove cheir 
vUrkndleby our light rlseir covctoufne'fe by our contentednelfr, their pride by TtrV-ii!* 
our lowlinefs, tbeir pccv.ilmefs by our jxicicnee and peaceablenels, &c. andfoto Winns martyr 
clothe them with cheir own fhamc iv, by our unblameablc behaviour, that thev '™r 

Gall fdf condemned .v return arid difeern Let ween the righteous and rl:o nUt^d: and amiumpntec 
be forced CO tefrifie of us, as S.ml of David, t\\$nvc are more righteous tixit they in vita, con- 
l ins is CO flnncM lights v. in the world. Herein indeed, like the Snn.which although 
wicked men may at fometimes hate, becaufe it difeovereth their deeds of dnrknefie, }n f n0r,e c ' i!! - , : 
yet arc they lo convinced with its beauty and excellency, that thev cannot for 
lhame Ipeak againlt it. ' tcVent’urJo- 

Now to wind up all in a word : Loot/ to yo:tr fives that ire lofe not thofe thirds 
that we have wrought, but that we receive a full re\\\ird a. 7 he ends of t! e World J' ^am.24 jy 
you fee, are come upon f{ s b, caff we are upon the la IT and word times of all c\ 
thofe hard azd pen lions rimes cl, which the ApofrJe long fince propliccicd of: ^ 2 joli. 8* 
wherein becaufe iniejmt) abottndeth, the love of mazy .v iw.xtr, aid e . Who feeth 1 ‘ 1 Cor 1011 
^ot every age worfe then other, and ( to go no further ) this .then die hit * ? ho C J U 
not diverfe among us fall from the love of the Gcipcl > is not religion turned, ueJiSf 
with many, into a meer formality and policy ? our ancient heat ami forward- ticreard: ’ 
r.eile, into a generall coldndle in profdlion, lukcuarmntfTe in rehgion, denying «2Tim. ? ,r. 
the power of it in our lives and conventions > V\ ell, 1 lay no more'lo as many of 
you ill our Thy at ir a as have not the dodrir.r if Iiz-abel, and whit h have not kyuwn Tm-ic 2 .| t~ 
the depths of Satan, as they freak, but this. That which yc have a triady, hold fift *it is’rcirorkl 
till Chrifr come f . And feeing ye know theft* things bt 'fore, tabs hadh If ye a/h, a ! l! " r ' uz M r. 
inng plucky airy With the err our of the wicked, fall fr-im Jo] r aiVa Jitdfafine (fe !■' I cI f‘-f ° f 
Take heed that yc prove not, with the Prophet Lfay, run of polluted lips, by ti- rvcifiS K.//? 
vingamon-r a people of polluted /,ps f: that ye ham not to (wear, with lofph l 8time.Ccrr« 
by convcrling with (wearers: and to turfe with Peter m , bv being awhile amon^ tlie , fir / c 1 1 - c 
the ruffianly louldicrs. T he worfe any times are, and the lefle comfortable, the 
better fhould we be, and thcofccncr in Gods prefrncc «: therefore im/fs^ c .v- fcem.ed nfuch 
ailiy 0, ( or, as in a frame) and redeeming the time, by a redoubled diligence in ft*periourro 
all holy duties, becaufe the dayes are evil . fet or.lwi s jhn>:?e p and wonder what's t, .’ cfe ,!,ir 
* come to us a lace, that we refufc to run with them ( as once") :aro the fame e.vcefc of |™?ed Y P ' 
riot: lay thou to thy felf * ; fretter go to heaven alone, and with the ill will of their fitting 
my neighbours, then to hell with never fo much company, and with the love of -all ypaUrii^hc 
the world. But indeed ye are not alone, however it may feem fo (nsitdid once j» rc . a<i '"«t a 
to Eliasa ) : for ) e have many fellows abroad , your brethren and companions in To fee’their 
the kingdom and patience of L/us Chrijl r , who will be ready, as here, co joynwith tiav c |«, wr . 
you in fpeaking oiccn one to another for nuituall edification, and encourapetnent *. nt ^ feeking?, 
befide thofe other alio above, ( wliom you mav fee bv the eye of faith ) die crow- Liir 'V n S 7ca,£ > 
ned and glorified Saints, I mean: all which trodc die fame craft of holmefTe with witcEc 
you, have gone co heaven alone, and been hated for icy: yec is not any one & r*ectallim. 
them heard now to fay. Oil wliat fool> were we, when time was, to be fo frrict and l° v 'v. 
confcientious, to (band upon fuch nice points, to fequelter our (elv es from the cor- ^ 0, ? cord ’g«d- 
rupt courfcs and companies of others r, to deprive and abridge our (elves of the fHi'Sl’.vr 
pleafnres of fin, and delights of life., dec. Oh, no fuch word is ever heard co fall ni^with^ 
from their holy lipsbut they rejoyce rather, and infinitclv exult and "lory in that fri ;, iiulF,may 
God, .that gave them an heart to do as hath been laid, and in thole rivers of ex- ^ f 5 no ' v 
quiftcc and unmixed plcafures, with the which their good hearts are even inebria- da“« *f^c 
ted «, and (in a fober lence) made drunk again ; whiles they continually behold his pref. 
face, with whom they once walked in the fiefli, as a man with his IViend. In who e l] "' h u ' ' 

prefence ts thefulnefs of\oj t and at whofe right hand there aw plcafures for ever .nor:- w . 

Fnh r r h /? 1 7 V CV 2 ‘ 24,2 n • 6 2r ^- , 7 - i ^ ; Efay^. / GeH.42.1^. m Mac 2^.74. » M 3 c Kl .<~'. 7 dZ-ch 
Ephel.5.15. p ^ivi^ovTAt, i ltt- 4 - 4 . * Towalk with God is « precious praife, thouch none dr. ir liunriv It-'l • I 
to walk with man, with the world, wi;h a town, or parifh in wicke d wayes, is a deadly lin, ilu-uch ivtlhoi.s d 3 i- : c ‘. 
Cdes.B Babmgton upon Gen. 6.8 7 1 King19.ro. r Uev.1.0. ^ Clondsof wirneilcs dioulands thc.uun.l*. 1 f l-ci 
and every of them worth renthoufand of others, as Sc Chryfif f. fpeaks, Horn. 2 5 . ad Pop. Antfrcli. ( Gh is , 
t 2Cor.5.i7 u qtav uiSv&»m’. joh-.io. Hag. i, 5 . wffal.i 5 .ult. J J " 

CHAP. 
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v C'-njii itiio 
enrJis ex fenfu 
nuli infiantis. 
Y at cut in 
M r z 1 )' fir.c 
G act JYiVx 
i c.:r.r. i lipi- 
ntarxm, eh 
<jtoil jiufi g> lu 
<i ; ;r;n°it Kaej- 


ihil glalb l’;;]l 
cl cif.ii water 
which is lull 
pure liowfoc- 
virichc flu- 
kcu. I 1 . B. 


*AriJh t. 
Ethic, l ?. 

<* lob i S. j 4. 

Furekaf Mi¬ 
cro* fm : 
b Hcb.5.7. 
c Nthe. 942. 
* Jliajpre for- 
tnidtn ■ Jj cal- 
It dive us.id't- 
tet'e t sfirem 
slf rvai’s, 
'iff ; i de 

f<.d <1 a- 

fi-tti-ce ;-;e- 

h: Hi rare. 
Apj.\nc inup. 

rfMst S.2* 
k !>:.t. 10.;2. 
Luc. !2 S. 

J Inh. 4. 
j? T!.b. 1: . 
h l.lie.I- 

/ i*r~i. “5.1 r. 

/<. FJ..y 11. 2. 
I i'f-.l. j.ii. 


CHAP. II. 

Doftr, II. Ofthefever allforts ofFear cs, and 7 bat every faithful chrifli&n 
fezretb the Lord. * 

ITJpth it-) of-lie Duty here performed, as touching the fir ft circumftance, to 
! & iL'vic of tin noted in the particle TAea: The lecor.d fc-IIowcs, and that’s 
Ctrl' in, who they were that thus Jpake often one to another. And thcle come 
here d Aenbed unto us, unde: a double notion, firft as fcarimi the Lord fecondlv 
a.-, 1 kinkj.tr up*,: bn Name. As to the iirti: * Fear (' inagcncraU fence ) is no- 
, rhing . he uur aiuiftedionof tnc fouic fh: inking in it fell trom ibnie imminent evil! 

lveraji th.c.eare three lores ufnally reckoned. 1. Natural!. 2. Carnal. 3. 5pi r |I 
. tujli. ') he fi. ft of tbefe we cannot juiily fault, if it do not degenerate into the fe- 
cond : f. v every ching, by an inlhi.d of imcomiptcd Nature* dcfires the confer¬ 
va' iui o: it fdf, and feare.-, the contrary. You may he an inftancc of it in our bid- 
• F d .*.aviour • who, to manddt himlclf a true man, lub/eel to like pafTions with 
u , yet itiii without fin, * trembled atthc apprclur.lkn and approach of Dc.af 
which i- to nature of ail terrifies the moft terrible, as the Fhilolophcr r ; and the 
kl»g cffares as hit defines it. a To him, you mull needs think, it was fb( if 
ever to any ) whofc Joule ftjj end the very jo ;: lc of Jrijf rings, as one expreflab 


' •• " -• ' ' 4. > wilful 

It, * whn il made hun ojftr up prayers and Jv.pdtc.-lioxs with firvno cryir.n and 
tr.ins to bins that was able to Jaze him jrom death • and w ;s heard if tbit 
he fared, b ‘ 

Next, there is a carnall fearc, and that is of the Creature * more then the 
Great; ar, the great, the mighty, and the terrible Cod c as Nehemiah files him. 
■t arif th partly from want oi faith in the power and providence of the Almight”: 
the Apoftics were therefore AuhrA earn.illy-farfull, tecaufe pc try-Julia ns 

' V frill-ft: Is d : Partly alio from wane of Spiritual} fear, to the which there- 
fore it is tdualiy opmrfed in holy leripture, a-, in that of ourSaviou •. 1 far not than 
if;: hji th- bsirfre. Ott far him which af nr be hath hilled , hath foWert oca(} Lie 
hell : yea i s .y ::':to Kt: ft nr l:tm c. ’ 

Andt! latter Is that third fort of fear, which being nothingclfe hut an avv- 
iull rcfpe.fr to the \ ) : vino M ‘jelly, we therefore call Spiritual!. 1. "from the ob/eft 
Coa, wit 1 is I'.otn a Spi. i. j r-ud th c father of Spirits p , the proper objeef of this 
and a'l erh r afieihion. < f m ns loule h. Whence it is that hy an appellative proper 
he is is.::/tiled Lear, by the Halmifi. Y.ring' prfnts unto Ft arc i | 0 runs the 
Origirad that is, to him .-hat ought 10 be fared, as it is dually read and rendrei 
2. from the principal! eliident and chief Authour of it, arid that is Gods holy 
called therefore afpivit of j tar 3. Ii>. m the bit fled effect it hath upon 

r::i fpiritofa man, for it Ipiritualizeth and fanclifieth both us and our (crvices/ ; 
rod is therefore here rightly made the mark t)f a fpirituail-minded man, thccon- 
itanc charter of a true Chriftian, and a plain diltinbtivc note, whereby to difcern 
between the righteous and the wicked, be tin i» him that ferz tih Cod, and him thutfer- 
veth him not. What may we learn hence tut this ? 

That every faithful! Chrillianfcarcth the I-ord, neither is he any true fervant 
of God, that hath not his heart polTcft and leafoned with the fpirituall reverential! 
fearc of God. 


Sect. r. 


"The Doclrine cleared , 


T He truth of which Aflertion will foon appear, ifwc take notice how the holy 
feripture x. conjoyncs God: fc:vicc and his fear, making them go lurid in 

hand. 
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hand , as individual! friends and companions 2. confounds them and takes them 
for one and the fame thing. 3. gives it ordinarily fora juft dcfcripcion of a godly 
Chriftian, that he truely fearcs the Lord. 

Firft, you /hall finde Gods true fervice and his holy fear go coupled and hand- 
failed in fundry feriptures. Some few for a tall.- Now therefore fear the Lord 
faith Jojfjua in his laft farewell to the world, and ftrve him in Jinccricy and truth m\ 
intimating tbac there is no fincere fervice done to God, where his fear is not 
found. So the Pfalmift, Serve the 'Lord with far, and rtjoyce before him with 
reverence «. Fear then, mull be one thing in Gods works, and reverence ano¬ 
ther, whatfoever be the third. Indeed it is the firft iccond and third in Gods 
true fervice *. Hence, thcApoftlc, Let iu have grace, faith he, whereby we may 
Jervr God acceptably with reverence and godly far. 0 As who fhuuldfay,- A fcar- 
lelle heart is certainly a gracclefie heartneither let fuch a man think that' he fhall 
ever receive any wages at Gods hand for fuch unacceptable woi k ; fith difplcafine 
firviceisadoublcdifhonour. & 

But fecondly, as Gods true fear and fervice are in fomc places of feripture con¬ 
i’ >yncd,fo in other fomc they arc confounded and indifferently taken the one for the 
other as cearmes convertible. .See for this Deut.6.1 3.compared with,Aiat.+.i o.and 
again Mat. 15.9. with Efay 29.1 j.whereupon Solomon the wife makes this fear of 
God the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the firft and laft in 
Gods bufineffe. The b.fis and beginning of all he lets it for, in the beginning of 
his Proverbs p : the end and upfhoc of all he concludes it, in the cluf; ot his 
Hcclefiaftc;. Let us hear the end of all, faith he, Fearc God , and <7 keep his 
commandements , for this is the whole man, r as Broughton ( after the vulvar) reads 
that text. * ' 

Laftly , to perfwade this, thefcriptuieufually deferibes a godly perfon by this 
property; fees him out by this periphrafis , not only here in the text, but a few 
vcrles below chap. 4. 2. But unto you that fear my name (fee in oppoficiontothc 
proud and wicked ver. j. asthefcherc to thofe ftout rebels ver. 13. 14, if. ) 
/ball the Sun of right eoujncjfe ari/e &c. So clfe where up and down Gods boolce. 
Men ofIfrael, faith the Apoftle, and ye that far God give audience r . A clofe 
connexion you fee : for All that are Ifraelnes indeed, Jews inwardly f do fear 
God, according to that of Solomon , He that walketh in his uprightne/fe feareth the 
Lord t . Whence it is pinn’d as a badge upon the flecvc of every faichfull Chrifti¬ 
an, as o Slob (for inftance ) in the old Teftament, u and Cornelius in the New, 
that they fared God,and efehewed evill, u for by the fear of the Lord men depart from 
tv ill. Pro. 1 6 . 6 . The feripture then is exprellc for us you fee, that every 
fervant of the Lord fcares the Lord: Neither need we wane Reafons for it 
whether we look upon this holy fear in its 1. Caufes 2. Confequents 3. 
companions. 4. cont:arics,thc oppofites I mean, in either extreames. 


tn Iofti.24.14 
« Pfal. 2.7 r. 
*As Demofi- 
hents once 
fjidof Elocu¬ 
tion in an 
Oratour. 

0 Heb.23. 
ivai/2 s/a qua 
parit suAij^s, 


p Proy.i 7. 
q Eccl.i2.i5. 
Hoc ejl enim 
totus homo. 
Lego fi hoc ejl 
omnis homo, 
a kfq\ hoc nihil 
eft homo-Bern, 
fitper Canlfcr. 


r A ft. 13.1 6. 
/Rom.2 29. 
t Prov 14.2. 

* lob 12. 
Aft. 10.2. 


Sect. 11. 


IF he Doftr. further confirmed by Arguments draw ne fom the l, Caufj, 
2. Confequences, 3. Companions, 4. Contraries to 
the true far of God. 


F Or the caufes, firft, the principal! efficient caufc and authour of this reverential! Rcaf . 

fear is God in Chrift,by the hand and operation of the Holy Gholl; whofe foie 
work it is to fpiritualize that natural affed ion of Fear,common to all mankindetand 
(by putting it into a rightframe,turningitintoanewchannel,thatitmay thence for¬ 
ward run forth-right upon God)to make it the fear of tons,the fear of Godselcd 1 , 
partakers ofthe heavenly calling,w Si that Covenant of grace,one fpecial claus where- w 3* 1 * 
ofis this,/ \X>itl put my fear into their hearts ( Tis a fruit then of Gods own fetting, 
and taken off the tree of life,for they foal never depart from me ,but l mil rejoyce over 
them to do them goof and Will plant them in truth With my whole heart, ani with my 
Vtholc faule x- "Tis a blefting of Gods own right-hand. I Will put my fear &c. I, arler.32.40. 

O o o is 
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is emphatically and exclufive. q. .d /, And only l. 2. And not a common blejffine 
neither, but futh as he will bcftow on his own alone, with whom he is in ipcciall 
covenant: Thirdly, And this by way ofinfufion, that all may be of grace.- for 
he xviWput his fear into their hearts: fourthly, and for the belt end . all this i? 
that they may never depart from him. For this is a filiall fear,out of ingenuity: and 
y *S b,8, 3 ^ th cfiriaxt abt-ditb not :k the boa ft for ever : but the Son abidethfor ever , y iaith the 
K Ef,iy U ‘ 2, naturall Son of God that came out of the bolome of his father, knew all his coun 
fell, at d upon whom the fpirit of the fear of the Lord relied for his members" 
Some other lubordinate, ar.d kfle principal! caufcs atfo of this grace in fpeechl 
might here mention, as making to ourpurpofe : liith as are 1. a lively faith in all the 
a Hof.^.vlr. glorious and gratious attributes of God,e!pccially his fathcily compaflfon and kind* 
rpfil nc ^ e > ‘ z which is better then life ,0 2. an a> dent child- like affcttionto God as a father 

c Eccief 7*26. whofedilplealurcwc therefore fear and feci more bitter then death c . Butthcle 


a Hof.^.vlr. glorious and gratious attributes of God,efpccially his fatherly compaflton and kind* 
rpfil 62-' ne ^ e » u which is better then life ,0 2. an a> dent child-like affcttionto Godasafather 
eEccief-yfitf. whofe difplealurc wc therefore fear and feel more bitter then death c . Butthcle 
Hreffendaims with Ibtnc other graces that concur as principles to the ronlhtutin" of the richt 
quern diligi- foar 0 { God, i pafle for bail, and come i-.i the fectnd Re Jon. “ b 

™fipartmur. A,ll 1^ ,r is tal:ci) * !om the vf&ds and cor.fequtncof this holy fear, and they 
M. Sentent : ’ arc * !ltb as - ldw: :: - ! y with Gods dear children, ar.d arc found in none* other bc- 


quetndihga- fr a r of God, i pailc for bail, and tome u> the fecund Region. ~ Li 

* 'ofiptrtmur . And ^ lt ** tal:ci! {rom the vflk&s and cor.teqtunt.- of this holy fra.-, and they 

M. Sentent: ’ al ^° arc f' ltb 3s : ;:li y with Gods dear children, ar.d arc found in none other bc- 
1.3-diji. 34. tides. To mi Lance only in two ol them ( riil we ccmc to the Application : ) Firll 
7 Ci *‘ = n • ' Ghriftian courage, and a confident reliance upon Gods fatherly love and '’ffodion 
r IZtincliL, forfafccyandlalvation^ Inthefotrof the Lo-d, faith SoLmon, Isfiron { r,confidence, 
ut ad for tint- u> - d h ; s cht/dn u( r. . inch only fear God, which is the point in proof ) have a place 
dinemvenu■ *f rtf age, d vvha:. v eifiorine be up, they have God name to repair unto for fhel- 

SvilrZlr Tr NoW r']’- f'*“ " J ,M L °' d V il ”“ X ' m “> ™ <0 it**d*» 

timerdebilita- Ja l c ‘ : ,“*•* ! :a 5 '» thc <hftrB«K»i, yu lurcly from tile 

tem-,itainvia y common ci.trac!1; tnolc flinging^ frights, horrible amazements, and woefull 
D« limir for- perplexities, w heiev. ith the hearts of thole that fear nor God are mifcrably peftred, 
^dinentgig. nil d even eaten up m me day of cviil. Thouf., 1 ; U mad for the fight of thine net 
5 Pro 14 25. tfottkoHfbaltfvr, f faith God to luch: And again, they fij.Jlbc at their wits ends, 
e Pro.j8 10. * f ^y. attheir lives ends for fear, and for looking after thvfe thirgt that are comminr 
/Deut.28.34 upon them, h I'Jalal for example, whofe heart 1 v. n dyed within him ten dayes be- 
ALuc 2° 7 2? iorc hcdicdu P ,;n lh ‘- sppreheulion of his late danger: and he became as a flone i. 
dvofvyh- * ] } ut now >C1S t: ther wife far with thole that fear Cod , that fear before him. k Gcd 
Tuy. . * wr refuge and o::r Jtnngih , faith the Church, a very prefent help in trouble . 

iv Sa i 2 fi’ ?7 ‘ Thert J oreni ^ r. snot fear though the earth be n moored, and though the mountains 
irfiUtfiz *f 'teSta l. See an inflancc in A>4^,"he having made 


W; tj toe Lot a is a firing rarer, tie tight costs run is it and are 
ty, ii. not from thc common dcftruftion, yet lurcly from the 
- ; thole flinging.frights, houiLle amazements, and woefull 
c-'. ith the heaits of thole chat fear nor God arc mifcrably peftred, 
line day of cviil. Thwjh.,1: it- mad for the fight of thine eyes 


l Ffal.46 ,,2 A T/ V i A J * n an 1!,,iancc,n lie having made 

In pAvidosfe- tjod hls tcar ’ cclJ i d I,r ’S 5 3 nqtutm to hi f ulc, m rock it afleep in a holy lecurity, 
rientruine. and not once be afra cl for ten thcufandi efprsple that had himmui him in arddefpe- 
H \'( 1 a rately S ivcn . out » tilat lalystion i: Icil could not lave him cu: of their hands. » A- 
%id timet hi S ainftal1 which blafj-hcaiic-. and bravadoes of h:s cnem es, he cnco t .r s :gcth himfelf 
minem betno in the Lord his Cod, and comfortably concludes the Pfaime, with, Salvation is cf 

fmudeipoft- the Lord , and 1 have devoted my lelf to his fear, 0 therefore I cannot mifearry fo 
8 as , hc is5n lhtci >'- H a rhiIJ ,;avc his falhcr b y tie h;»nd, thoueh he be in 
• Pfa.i iplgfl. tbc dailc » bc is »} ot afraid: lo is it with us, whiles by faith (the mother of this 
pHcb.11.27. bar ) wc fit and fee him that is invifiblc p at cur right hand, it to lupportand 
q Pfal.i6.8. lave US. ‘ ™ 

Pro. 13. i 5 , lecond effeef of Gous noly fear is a carefull thinking upon his name, a 

reverencing of the commandements r, a confcionablc endeavour of doing his whole 
will, to the obedience whereof this fear doth llrongly incline and enable us • 
For which caufe it is, that the Lord having delivered his law in great tcr- 
rour, wilhech that the heart of his people might be alwaycs fraught with his 
/Deut.s 27. ton* / ; which might be as a domeliicall chaplaine, a faithfull monTtour in their 
*EccI.j2.i5 # bofomesto cjuickcn them to obedience. And thc preacher in this reTpcd com- 
prifeth in this one grace alone, all other venues and dutyes r bccaufe it involves 
and carryes along with it a religious care of all the commandments though 
never fo harlh and uncouth, even to the denying of a mans fclf in all his felves. 
1. For his natural! fell: lfaac -was vcind in by this religious fear trem rcvciling 
nGen.27.-33. Jacobs blcfling(though naturall affraion within, and Efatts roarings without 
prompted him thereunto, bur, ) he did not, he duiftnotdo it, bccaulc he trem¬ 
bled with a great trembling exceedingly u, when now he law that he had done 

unwilling 
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unwilling inflict. 2.. for his caraail kli, .Ins own tale, honour, comfoir, pro- 
in, mid ocher perioral,! rdpccti and conveniences: fee re in r jw.ih, who alter lie iud 
k.jowu ini ten our ol the Lord w in thc hen t of cue G-a, in the belly ol the whale, 
lmvv willing was he on h.s way to Nanveh .v ? >.0 cue rrophet iij.iy after he hid 
icon God in li.s iiiiij ily, was lolubdued by Ins fear,to the obedience of his vvtl tiut 
no loaner could thc Lord lay, whom fimli J j ca.i ? but he 1 eplycd, here am / * ‘md 
tf.e y , though before he vveie wondrous unwilling to fo unwelcome an er.aneU 3. 
in InsHmituall ill;, his own uiide.itanding, judgeinuic, real n, J mean. /H-r.i- 
bun xvaiexcellent st tins : for a» in belecving the pio.uife oi a .foi.i uevn/oi ;?*. he 
ctnji-Uf 1 iriot th-: drynefle ol his own body, uur the deadnelie of Sarah's wo i.b : 
he cared not lor thee, but lilcncmg his Kealon e..alc^d his faith, «i.-i»v »h.yia 
fVv:l: ~ loin pairing with h.tn again at Gods appointment he conjene’d not \\:tiy 
•L ib a i t blood k as bt Tuttl lpeakc-. in another cale .<j hue getting up eariv b ( which- 
liivWed b .s wihingnefleonhis way) he went an uid with ciie tv oik, and therefore 
hca.d trom heaven ; t\lo:i> 1 l^wn>that thatJcanf mi e-v-.* e 

4. Lallly in hi-, lecond lelf, wile and kind ed : a .Job, who retained his in¬ 
tegrity, and cl ir. eo inmlelf in his wicked wife that bad him cn,-.\ Gad and d : 
lor he feared God* and io cichewed that tvili aifb. J he like vve nia; lay of ALfts 
t!ic ferv.ui. oftisj Lord, who after he had met Go j in thc inn, and v,:u lurp. ize.l 
with In. fear, nor only circumtiied h.s ion, though to the great OiLositci.t o. his 
frowai d v. ife, c hue alio lent her away upon that occasion and trouble ( as it is kke- 
ly ; to fur fatheri hdulc again ; who met him ac l loreb, and rcjUrel h.m Us wif e 
and c bit Ur 1 n. f Thu> the tear of God f ame a man to an umveriall ielf-denya.l 
and make. him willing to be vvintl »cvcr the Lord wo iid have him to be, in every 
pare and point of ciuc ; : than wh.ch 1 know net vvhac lu. er iigno tan be llicwed of a 
iamfcili.il fouic. 

Thirdly lor tl.e companions of Gods k-ar, tlscy arc fitch .is do Scampi.;? f.ih 
tto.s g : which is as far fen the „/«./; A .;>• they .i>e from je tU.<, Usds ^ at sues h 
Thelcare, 0 . J 

I-irfl found judgment and faring knowledge of Cod and his Will, our felves 
and our dutyes. Hence they are let 1b neer together in tie prophet, the f 
of knowledge and of the fur oj thc Lad i . And in the next verle, 'i llis llan* 
f 'aru \h‘dl m :hg him of qwe f underJhinding in the js.se of th: L red, to difeerne 
of tilings that be excellent; futh us none of tic fn,-: es u j tint -.eo.Id ever fynv , 
but (ltd. hitjj reye th S th:,n t-1 Its ( that delire to fete his VVii'll f'.V d> k ) 

by th ! .t j id ‘it of his , that jnrche.h ad th g<, ey.-.j t!s.‘ elttp thtu.it oj GjJ caufino 
us ( for a largelfe ) to know the things th tt an fee /,-• given of oh l / . And this 
way it is that ti \q j caret of the Lord is iri.h th.-.,s rrJ /•/.;/, md he ]Vi 'l (vet) 
fher,’ them lets Vavartm r.s . .Such fiial be both of his Court, and his CounciII, 
as A :■ rah (for inflance ) betwixt whom mid the Aimighty, was much mutual! 
correfpondenc/, and exchange of curcefy. sJjr.:h an w.:s die y,i v.d r>, ()'.-> I :i 
and God w..s the fear of Abraham: for / kyew ih.t- then j.-.i.-.f -„ie, find the 
Oracle, bcc.-.nf: thou htftr u t withheld thine;net: joure ferae ?.»•• 0 . Now if A- 
be ethane withheld not his lonnefrom God his feare, iliall God withhold Jits i’e- 
cretfroni Air.-.hau his friend f Noe: but helhall miovv C.iods mind with the firitp 
when the blind Sodomitslhall not fee, till they feele hell rame down from heaven 
upon their hides ( as a Father l'peakes) for iaiie often luch men as A_>rar an in 
five great townfhips cj that feared God, and thought upon his name. ] or the 
frowrerd is abamm tuonto the Lord, tail h;s Jccrer ts w:.h :he righteous r . And thc 
ft arc of tbs Lord is thc beginning of knowledge: but f ui;s ( for want of tiiis fear ) 
dsfpije wifdom, andinfiruction /. 

A fecond companion of this holy fear is fwecteffc complacency, and all deareft 
delight in God and his wayes. This alfo is an adjoync of Gods holy fear, and an 
indulgence granted only to his Tons, and daughteis. A good man is like a good 
Angcll t, alwaycs looking upon thc face of God : and the more he lookes, the 
more heloves, and thc more he loves thc more he leaves: he loves in (car, and 
fearesin love; that like as in God, mercy and truth meet together n , loin the 
child of God, love and fear do kifle cadi oilier. By the faii their mouth :s filled 
Vrith laughter, and their hearts with joy w, By thc fccond they arc troubled at his 
O 00 a pretence. 
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x lob 25.15 prefente, and when they conftder his abfencc, they are afraid of it x . in re- 

j Pfal.2.11. l'peft of borll, the Pfalmift faich, fervs the Lord with feare , and reoyce before 

^Gcn.28 17 j rm mt j } Ycverence y . 1 hefc two concurre in the godly in their journey to hea¬ 

ven, as they did in Jacob journying to Padan Aram. How fearf nil is this place z, 
faith he, where yet neverthcleffc he faw nothing but bliflefull and beatificall vi- 
fions. Or as they did in the good women in the gofpell, who departed front 

i Mat.at 3 the fepulchre with feare, and great Ioy a . A ftrangc compofition of two fo differ* 

b 1 l 0 ' 1 ; 4-* 8 ren c affeftions will you know a reafon ? All other bale-borne feare hath paint r 
(upplfclmen- in t{ b but this fear, that iflues from love, carryes meatc in the mouth .• for it 
tumhubtt. is not anxious and tormentfull, but delicious, and comfortable. Hence feare and 
tertul. joy are fee fo clofe together by the pfalmift. lllcffedis the man that feareth the 

Pf 1 11 0 2* ' l »d (atfamccimc) dclighteth greatly in his commandements c ( a praftife 

Nehi!ii°* * proper to Gods free hearted peopled ) And the churches are faid to walke in the 
e Aft.9.31 feare of god, and in the comfort of the holy ghoft e . 

* Timor yim- here it might be eafie to enumerate and reckon up many more Companions 

of the fear of God, * fuch as are. 1. Humility iotby humility and the fear of 
2 ieronyf the Lo'd are riches and honour and life g . 2. Care of fincerity and truth in 

g ProT.22.4 Godsfervice: Now therefore fe.tr the Lord faith Jojhua, and ferv: him'in fincerity 
h lofh.24.14 and truth h . >. Hope in Gods mercy, for, Let them that fear the Lord, trnjt in 
*2Cor , .7/i! Lord, faith the Pfalmift: / . 4 - Oodly forrowfor the lea ft finne fg Ac. hut 
Fuit bfephi it fhall fuffice, in this haft of time, and croud of matter, to fhaddow out unto 
vita caelum you the lovely, trainc of heavenly graces that guard and attend the true fear of 
quoddam luci- £ 0( j in c i iac on example of Jofcpb, a man famous for this fear, and noe Icflc 
££•" eminent in the attendants and companions of it : as is well obferved by that 
omnium:erga divine Chronologtr, in whofe words! will relate it. fofephs life faith he, was, a 
peumquidem kind of heaven, gayly bclpanglcd, and richly lfor'd with orient ftarresof excel- 
timorisacpie- lent vertues. Towards his good God, he fliewed forth all holy fear and piety : 
Wv Bk- toward his loving mafter, thankfulncfle and fidelity .- toward his immodeft 
choicer?.21 1. miftreffe, lhamefaft'nefle and chaftity.- as touching hinifelf, all godly wifdome 
*Ftrrumin and continencie .- Toward his father (after this) tender relpeft and more then 
canere transit Scor kc-like affeftion: Toward his brethren, greaccfl mercy and tender compafiion. 

adverfity, none pafl e nt> * » n profperity, none fo provident &c. And all 
Sedpeccaium flowing from this fountaine of Gods holy feare, moll eminent and exemplary in 
mniTanfiit>vtl Jfeph, if ever in am', as ye all know that are any whit vers’d in his heart-melting 

fiuciayit con- hiftory . 

eus'ib 1 * Laftly, look a while upon the feare ofGod in the Oppofiteon cither hand, and 

Reaf. 4. you fhall plainly fee that none but the truely religious holdeth the meane. It is fie 
that walkes in themiddle way, though not without fome ftumbles in it, and ftrag- 
glings out of it otherwhiles, to the right hand or to the left.- which yet he cjuickiy 
perceives, and affoone recallcs and lecovers. 'lliefe extremes are 1. In the 
defeft, a carnal fecurity and fenfelefncs in fin. 2. In the excefle, an helliftiand 
flavifh fear of God, as a judge, or tyrant, 'lhefirft ofthefeis nothing die but 
that bold venturoufnes, whereby gracelcfle and' ungodly perfons prefume to rufh 
defperatly, without fear / or wit, into fins of alllorts: flattering themfelvcs with 
1 b°P es impunity m againft all the judgments of God denounced in the 

n-Exemplij 1 * word, and executed in the world * , yea though their mujmtie be found to be hate- 
tragich non ea- full n . Thefe the feripture tearmeth foolcs, to whom it is a pafiime to do mifehiefe 0 : 
retulla domut. living a* if there were neither heaven nor hell, God nor devill; till ( coming at 
"ptov 10 2 2 length to that dead and dedolcnt difpofition of fuch as being pafl feeling do worfall 
Hm vivuntho- unclcannes with greedineffe , p ) they work out to themfelvcs their own damnation; 
mintstanquam and be made to fccle that unfupportable wrath and vengeance, which they 
mors mllaft- would never be drawn to fear or fland in awe of. Vor, Btejfcd is the man that 
® r , c ' feareth alwayts, but he that in a defperate boldnefle or Cyclopicall contempt of 
d.'zrnxymo- the divine Juftice, hardnerh his heart (kail fall into mifehiefe q , yea fhall fuddenly 
•res. be deftroyed, and that without remedy r . In executing of which dreadfull 

fProv 23 19 fentence, though the Lord be flow, yet he is furc, his forbearance is no quittance. 
rProv.29.1. g ut a i t faugh a firmer, in high contempt of Gods heavy difpleafure, do tv ill an 
hundred times , and his dayes ( through Gods infinite patience ) be prolonged , yctfurely 
/ know , faith Solomon that it fhall be well with them that feare the Lord , which fear 

before 


l Prov 14.2. 
mDeut.29.19 

* Extmplis 


iptatur foe. 
j.Eph.4.19. 

J.'irnb.ytiKo- 
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before hint f - That is, that fear him in his miniflers and deputies, trembling at /'F.cck-f.a.12. 
his judgments, while they hang in the tlneatnings t n«clting,as jofirh u at the ' Jla -< 56 . 2 . 
terrour ot his menaces ; nay by the kindnefle of his mcrcyes, which diffolvcs their u 2 chr 34 2 ^ 
good hearts, as weake water doth fome thin fubftantes, or as the hot Jim doth the 
hard ice. An inltance hereof ye have in that folemne meeting at Mizpclmvhcre Is¬ 
rael, which had found the mifery of Gods abfencc, is now refolv’d into rear-. s of 
conuion and chankfulnefle, when he was once returned and fettled in Kiriath-jca- ^ J Snp.7 6 . 
n rn. Then they meet together ac Mizpeh and dmv water and poured a out before tffcwmcxpi. 
1 fa Lord w . Whether ’cwcic reares out of their eyes, or water out of their 
veflels ( as a ceremony,or pledge of tiicir hearty humiliation) the tlifftrer.ee is little. [c bVi.tb. 
Sux'c, it was to teftily the tendernefle of their hearts, which, having hang’d loofc ^-S-himndi- 
a long tirnc from die Lord, began now to unite agaixtr.no his fear * . It is certain? T-^dh'.c 
that the mercies of God draw more teares from his ciiildren, then his judgments 
do from his enemies .- who as in profperity bee uifc th:y h.tv: no change.yhcrcjlrc they cnis q d fm,t 
fear not Cod y fo in adveriity their hearts arc the mr>c hrrd.cd thereby J raw bis ac l Ua effufa .*d 
fear ~ ( as in c Ph traoh and Sfhaz,) till at lalt, by long trading with the devil in ' U f 
thewayes of fin, they come to iofc, with him, allpaiJivc power alfoof being 
wrought upojij and arrive at that that height of incurable hardneffe, chacncichcr Ju»:usd:nii- 
miniftry, nor mifery, nor miracle, nor mercy can pollibly mollify .- W hich is ,Lv:ur - 
the greateft plague chat can befall a man out of hell, and the very next ftep 
into it. K if.. Vs.i?!* 

Butthefecondextreamc, (landing in as full oppofidon to that fc.ar of God, we rr. '1^ j's- 
are treating of, is, that llavifli and hclliih iear and terrour that cvill fpirits and 
men conceive of God,whom they look upon only as an implacable fin revenging 
judge, or tyrant rather, ready to tc.rrc rh: very fell tf t’v.r hc.nts in funder a and 
to fend them packing to their place in hell. Hereupon follows an exult crate ha- 2 rim.1.7. 
tredof God, ( according to. tliac of the Poet, whom men fear they hate) a del- * Hoi. 1*5. 
perate 1 tinning away from God, with Cam, Saul, Hh ur.ih L &r. A Jecret rifing 
up againft God,and an inward defire, that dierc were no fuch tiling as God, riiac us.odium ti”-~ 
fo they might never be called to an Audit and account of their wicked ivaycs, and met em (fit at. 
finfull courfes, as they are lure to be in that dreadfull day. This the Devill and r h :rt \ 
his impes bclceve and therefore tremble c . lhe Greek word fcemes to imply r/ 2 ' 

fuch an excefle of fear as caufeth gnalhing of teeth like the chilling of armour, Mir x ■ 
or horrible yellings like the roaring of the lea * The reafon or which outrage is petit. Ennius. 
rendredby Icrtu H.r.f. No finner, laith he, cfc.apcs fear of Gods wrath, and all c ’;' m - ~‘P. 
bccaufe he can never poilibly fliakc off Conference: which (being Iv-ans fpie and 
Gods overfeer ) if it be not defperately feared or lea led up fecurely v/ith rh agnado™' 
a fpirit of flumber againft the dayofflaugh .r,doch fling the evill-docr( betwixt Horn: 1 fad:L 
whiles d )with unqueftionable conviftion and horrour. And thus it fares ordinarily ? t( f eEt, Jlech: 
with a wicked perfon. But now tis otherwise with the godly, when they are one 
of temptation ( for then, you muft know, it is cgnncn fnm ego with them : they ficium fine for- 
are not themielves, neither can any right judgment, as then, "be made of them ) nidiw.quia 
But ufually their hearts being purified from an evil! conscience e through the blood nec fi»tyonfd- 
of fprinkltng f caft upon them by the hyflbp bunch of faith g , they have peace Thcviuveno 
with god their reconciled father in Jefus Chrift. \M10m therefore'they love in rdtdaynor 
fear, and fear in love, wifhing nothing more then Ii'is being Let: he Lord live h , «'?hc. 
faich David ) as the principle of their well-being: fori: is good for me to draw nee,- 
to Jehovah i : Into whofe prefence they therefore flee, "as the doves unto thriy [ baozi' 
windowes k . I Will come imo thine hoitfe in the mu h Unde of thy mercies , there’s ft Per 1.2 
his confidence, and in thy fear will 1 worfhip toward thine holy temple, there’s his £ po '" « ' 
reverence / . Loe this is the guife of a godly perfon, whiles himfelf. He feares 
and loves, feares and hopes, feares and prayes, feares and feafts m , feares and fv.uy 69 ^ 
workes, yeaworkes out hi s wholefalvatm: w.tb fear and trembling: and all becaufe he / Pf- fs.7 
knowesthat ’tisnot of himfelf, but of God ( a moil free-agent ) that gives both 12. 


b 0 King, t.2, 
J2uern quiff, 
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to will and to worke , rtnd all of his own good pis afire u , 

forceth it. 
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Sect. HI. 

Ob cciioHs and Queries touching the Fear of God, cleared 
and .o/fn-ered. 


V any object here that of Saint fohn 
. fear o. 


Perfect love cajlcth out 


S f~ . l hac is > C ft y wc for anfwer) fervilc and bafe fear, which love is perpetual!* 

as P l,r 8 ,n S upon i or as tor fil.all and friendly fear, it is never caft out, no not in tS 
lisfoamkalis. lbt , C (,t pc ' K ) ft . l0n "; ,Cllw : * ur lIle vcr V ;in S'-' ls CuVt 'r their facts and feet before God p 
Bed a vi Prov.i * K”'™»S th, ir dijUnce .. h 

p Efay 6.2. Dut is the tear of Gods children here purely fiiiall, without all minor* of that 
fLtftt. which is fervilc? * - - uj<u. 

A»f. No nor need it he. For fir ft, fervilc fear ( { mean fear of nunifhmenc ) is 3. 

good legall preparative to fiiiall, the Jpiric of bondage to the fpirit of Adoption* 
WiJich it ujtroduccth, as the needle or briftlc doth the threed that follows it 
Secondly, as it cannot be utterly c-iit out whiles we are here, fo it is of iinouJar 
ule to a Uirifhan in his way homeward : for being pa tly fldh, and mrtiv fpirit k 
is profitable tor the unregenerate part ( which is a (lave and not a foime) to be con- 
Cum audi, C -t" d duC >> *”f "^“’Jjroro linn* by the liar of Gods juliic,-, power and pu- 
qmi toim, '>'<l™cnrs. And lienee il: is (latch One) thac tile fear of Cod is fo much urnedis 
turnduUseJh ,jCn P :are: to ^ew a difference between mans hrft integrity ( wherein he needed 


cum audit -A U 7, ma,u U ! 1UU U X C1JC re" or ^ous juitice, power and pu- 

quod Dominui ‘jdhrnents. And hence it is ( latch One ) that the tear of God is Jo much urged 13 
tuus duLiseft, -criprurc: to Ihew a difference between mans firft integrity ( wherein he needed 
St-tL "° ocl,e , r m , 0 ' ivc t0 , Jut .y *•»! d >-' ok«*fc ini a no in usfince the 

t&p,Z- ’ T a*-**** b«S tied purpolbiy 

lh,,aLd e ‘ iv ' J '. n us d > c °l fear, and land,tied it m ins own, to the rcliiaimns of them 

quidtimeuM nom 1 in, and provoking them to duty. b 

ur amorefoti- 

ZZa'rl, **'“*'"' a gm t]ui (U V° dhs - r tf f>‘P tr W a<. P uhH fo relius Dminus. si amor Deitete,reran* 

WUmwcrmscm'Z&t. 

forth ,hcn ”*)' “ bc '»"*« to Hand in fear of Gods wrath and 

. J >ivincs dMcr "» ,,e it thus: ,c may not iVar the punilhmcnt oncly, and not the 

jld of godly' n‘ UC ’ '“"Ft ‘i* pnndr.mcnt ilncHy, and more then tl.c offem e: but the pi 

fcjr is evil If rauft be fcareu with fie olier.ee, the offence being teared fir ft and moll 

fin •• a juft An “ tins 1' both commanded by the ford l hrill r/ , and commended unto us m the 

rmnisono examples of /W r, Icjub f, H^k»K t, and diverleother faints. And the 

^ “ rC3d V I end y d *>» <~»«4 ire fsisir of ,1 hc,, %tr i JZZ 

9-2. Gods ' c,rd " ! X « ftj /“’•. /•« ,h l ”**>h u: that is. As any man fears thy difpjcafiirr 
offencer:ithcr niore or lo fiiall he feel it, as fome underfhind that Text. ^ 

then his own 

“.1"/a’* 


Ufe. ,. Infarm 'io*. thj du, /«■ a,d ,r C fo,, ,u,d „h, ,kU 

are by ihar Character me of Pfal. 56. i,3,j,4,&c. 

N?rh f r tb!s f° inC *' k I°’ tI,ac ever V faithful! fervant of God. feu> 

all fud n-' enCC r? m t ]C ^ placc > wil1 as a confedary, that 

all filch as are deftituceofthis reverential! fear of the Almighty, are ( notwitftand* 

rrfcdeffe ,r °H ^^ PaftSaiHl P ro P ert * es ( to bee.ffccmed no better theta 
of rJh 5 ’ r l7 ' r / e ' SIOUS f Cr * 0r ^ |! eiicc lt isTo niade the brand of a fonne 
£ S ' ;, ' , t re 14 r fta : i G Z d i'S’ re 1 “ * f: ar ‘ d Ms « purpofely referred 
Scripture (after a large bedroll of other abominations found in mens hearts 

and 
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and lives) to the laft place of all »; to intimate ; that the wane of GodT wRoni. ? .i3 
fear is the ground of all the foreinentioned mifthiefs, the mother of all the mifrule MaL ? 5 . 
in the world: As in.thatunjuft Judge, ( for inftance) who was therefore unjufl A q'; 7 ,S ‘ 2 ' 
becaufe he fear’d not God , nor regarded man x. And furely the far- of God is not * Ca ’ ZOll ‘ 
in this place, therefore they will (Uy »>r, faid Abraham of the men of Gcrar j. 0' l c '-i 

Lo, he could promife himfdf no good at all of that place and people, where God " 


was not feared. 0! j fqAc ,, 

God was not feared, may fome fay : what a reafon’s thac ? there is no people fo 
barbarous, or perion almoft fo bruitifii, that feareth not God. TimcnJus, ter- 

Foc anfiver: I confelfe there is nothing more naturall then to ftand in awe of a Tibi! f’t' r Me ~ 
Deity. Whence alfo it is that God in the Greek tongue hath his Name from fear, SSorrfSl 


- , , , ‘ uau ; T ™ mc uom rc “"> .cur timer debe. 

as fome derive it. And the Chahlee Paraph raft fometimes ufetli the word. Fear or tur.Shindler. 
Terra nr , for God, becaufe of the fear ( confefTcdly ) due to him. Hence f.i cob ~ Ga1.31.55. 
coming from Syria, and being to fwcar to a Syrian, fware by the fear of hi- f.tiLr 1 [ Cor - i0 - 20 
Jfaac But that all fear not the true God, or, 2. that they do not trueiy fear s%hll'J m 0 f 
him, and fo are none of bis, ’tis more then evident. rf-dr horrour, 

Firfir, ’ds certain chat all men fear not the true God, but fome thinp elfe which an <| r crrour 
they fee up in his room. Who fee th not that lbme fear idols and devils .1 as Pa- li ‘', y 
gans: fome hee-faints, and fhee-faints, as Papagans: fome the ffperuof he.ivtn b, I ftr. 
as the fuperftitious perfon, that conl’ults liis calendar, and liars nothing mere then C1 .'a;nil.' 
to fall Tick upon an evil day. Some again fear di.grace, as S'■/:/ c: dimmer and 3 ^-fcejcr. 
difpleafure of great Ones, as Pilate ; who fear'd, if he rcie-ilcd Chrif: according to ’. 
his confcience Cafar * lhould (as indeed afterwards be did) pull his purple ovcrdiis r.nor“ 
ears, and kick lum off the bench *'.■ fome fear kdfe of goods, as the rich youn« p r(l . 

man, that Went away forronfttl!, for nothing more, then fi:at Ghrilt lhould reuuirc ! V Xn, fFr- 
fuch conditions as he was not willing toyceid lo d: Some Icar Ioffe of liberty, as U f 
thole thatforfook Paul the priloner, and wer cafbatmdvj Us J).tit e: lbme fear clunthtJm 
Ioffe of life, making much of a thing of nought /, fhrinkingin thefi:oulder ivlren he ddivtrcd 
called to carry die croffe of Cliriff, or to iuffer with him, though it le to bee alorifu l l ’, p ro ^arh 
together g. Tims n:en cm nuke a (hift to fear any thing, fo what they fitodd fear- of 

God, 1 mean. t ; .. m object of this, and all other our affl&ioms wliacfoevcr! enlydrewup' 
There is ( 1 conleiie ) .. kind of fear of God, abulivcly 11 fo called • a generall fear, Ctfar and 
a fear at large, immd m the wicked fuch as were thoie moro-rcll hamaricans, who his throne the 
feared the Lord. W'orftnppcd their ,o.\'» Gods ajitr the manure of the nations h. SnH°/ 
but this is rather a fright tlicn a fear, a fpirit of rcfirair.t, a p-nick terretir, Dili; g which rSa 
cfcfoons upon the fouieii hearts, for the falegard of the faints ; curbin'- even the Clirin isf^d 
rebellions front outrage, that the Lord God may ii\\tU upon earth i in his fervant? ro huyebeen 
and fubjeds: Which eife theie hard-hearted L\b.u.s, and rough-handed If. Us [/“{fp lc , 
would never fuffer, did not Fear of tkte father Ijaac k bridle them : did l>e not n. ) b^alfo 
put hu hool^ into their nofes, and his bit into their jaws, tit. Un? : him back by tie la11 liiii’fdfat 
way they came out 1 . This is thought to have been chat hora t i mejitioiicd by ALf, s , ° ,1Ce v Pon 
wherewith the Lord draveont the Hivite, t!ic Cianaanitc, and the Hitcitebefore Fnfper^ tbc 
the Jfraelite mi caufing them by the furies of their own evil confcienccs where- l4jvydifpi ea 
with they were haunted, to fear their own ff.adows, and to (h e at a jbaken leaf n Sure, & more. 
as a fparyorv out of Egypt, and.es a dove out of the land of Afttr o. Thus Ut bnl ^ a fitr bc- 
was terrified with the fiiadow of the mountains p : the Widianites with their own dcathsinw Wn 
dreams and fancies <51: the Syrians with an imaginary lioife ol tbarrets and horlcs Eurroivl”?' 
the Burgundians (about to give their enemies battle ) with the fight of loim thi- F *fb'l. ac.7. 
ffles which they thought to be launccs: Cardinall Crtfrnitiut at his own conceits, dy, d. r :f 20 -i 
and phantafies. For as he was. writing to Rome from the Count'd of i'rent, again ft fPtftTc t ‘ 6 
the Proteftants, he thought verily he had feen the devil like a black dog walking in g Rpm.8 , 7 
his chamber, and at lafi: couching under liis tabic .• which calc the man into ll:ch a * 7 * ,nor D ei 
melancholy dump, that lie died of it. This was a terrour from the Lord, but this 
was not thac fear of the Lord here mentioned in the fcx.c, and wherewith few arc poZn.Sy*/' 
acquainted. For even of cliofe that profeffe to lcar the true God, hoiv very few h 2Kin.17.55 
are there found that do fear him in tguth ? which is our fecond accufation, and adion i 18 
laidagainftmoflmen, and comesnovvtobe proved. /<Gcii. ?i.<? 

... 1 . ±.uj'us vcr.it ad 

ovtle quant iiivadcre, jugulate, devorare. Vigilant faftores, lair ant canes, frc. Lupis venit fremens,rcdit tremens Ju- 
pus lumen ,eft fo fremens fo tremens. Aug.de verb.Apoft. ferm. 21. I Efay qi.c-S. m F.-xod.ag.27,28 n Lev.2 6.16. 
oHor.i i.il. ]* Jndg.9.?d. */ 1 iidp. 7 -1 $. >■ 2 Iving.7 6. French Hiftory. Tijilory of the Conned ot Trent. Catilina 
non medtocriter folckat pertimcfccre, ft quid crepuiffct. 


d.’ciir horrour, 
which ffto-at 
p whicli they 
, «Ulc to I!:cn. 

yen b, Z>Jcr..n. l ' ? . 


And. 
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And fir ft, for the wicked of the earth, it is mod certain, that they have greateft 
caufc to fear of any men (if they knew all) for the direfull and dreadfull threats 
of Gods mouth are againft them: Sinne lies lculking at the door / of their confci- 
JCn ’ 4 ences , like a ban-dog , ready to worry them : the devil ftands watching to 

i Pet s 8 lay claim to them, and to devour them t : the rage of all the creatures (though 
thev little think of it ) is ever arm’d and addreft to feize upon them as traytours 
and rebels to the higheft majefty, and to drag them down into the bottomcof 
hell In all which rcfpefls, the jinuers in Sion flould be afraid,, fearefulneffe flould 
. f t: rprize the Hypocrites. Caufe enough they have to run away with thofe defpe- 
Euy 33 - 14 - ^ tc wor( j s j n m outhcs, n>ho among m flail dwell with the devouring fire ? who 
awtiuT vs flail dwell With everLifting burnings «? Or rather ( which indeed were 
more to be wiftit ) to grow to that conclufion of the Authour to the Hebrews.-Ler 
t _ „ tf.i h.i VC f race,whereby We may ferve God acceptably with reverence,and godly fear.For 
^ j ? ‘'“ o;r God is it t oafttming fire w. But hcwlittlc (alalle) of this reverent fear, ( and fo 

* Timor Dei confctjucntly of any other fiving grace whatlocver, f ) there is in the hearts of 
eft xirtuj iy w eked and unrcgencratc perfons,appea: s in their praftife: and that the Pfafmift ma¬ 
rk tutu n cu- LJt)0d both in refpeft of cvill to be avoyded and of good to be performed. 

ftos.bucbolcer. ^ { ^ 1,2,3,4-lor cvill fiift,my mindc gives me, faith the Prophct,and I am veri- 
cspoundcd. 4 h* perl waded that there’s nofear of God in Inch a mans heart, r er. I. But W hat’s the 
* 1 o r oui:d oi this perfwafu n?may it not be a ralh and uncharitable ccnfureyou pafie 

Ob. upon 1 i:n ? No la;th he : for, firft, for cvill thoughts, he makes no fcruplc, no 
t confd'-ncc ofthem, for he holds that thought's free, and therefore layes the raincs 
’ i n ,the neck: and lets them rove any way, yea even then when his nines flould teach 
c Pfal.n 5 . 7 - hint better things, intke‘»ighrfcaJon x. He deviftth mfchief, faith he, upon hit 

, M4 i a c ? .i 3. ^Secondly for his words, as to God they are flout y , fo to men they arc flippc- 
ry : lo that yc cannot tell where to have him, neither how to bdeeve almcft any 
thing that he fpcaks ; the words of his mouth are iniquity and deceit, vcr. J. 

Thirdly for matter of deeds, he abhorrs not anyevill. vcr. 3. well he may leave 
fomc fin, but he loathsitnot: forbear it he may for fomc politick refpefts ( as 
fear of the law, lhamc of the world, and fpeech of people ) but ’tis lure he hates it 
noun hi, heart. A man may withdraw himlelf from lotnc particular fin, give it 
over fceme to be divorc’d from it, yet have a monthes mindc to it ft ill-. As Aha- 
flucrofl, when the heat of his paflion was over, rtmcmlrcd Vafliti and what was 
z Efth.a 1. decreed againft her z. , and could have wifhed it otherwile: Or as the husband of 
Adichal ,^who when fhc was taken from him, yet he came weeping after her afar 
a2Sam.3.i^. 0 jf a , And this way a man may beas wicked in his fcarfull abftaining fromfin, 
as in his furious committing of it. But ufually this generation of men that have 
not the fear of God before their eyes, are fo wedded to their wicked courfes, that 
ftProv.3-7- they will at no hand depart from iniquity b, but are wife, and cunning to palliate 
Malach.3.5. an( j pi ca d for that they doc : Yea againft all the terrours of the Lord ( caftinghand- 
fulls of hell-fire into their faces in the miniftry of his word) which fhould make 
them tremble andfrn not c , they ( contrarily ) fin, and tremble uot. Yea (which 
fPfal.4.4. is worft ofall, and fets them faith eft oft from mercy) they plcafe and blejfe the m- 
felves d in that iniquity of theirs which God and good men defery to be hateful!, 
rfDeut.2?. X*f:l. 36. 2. not only not Handing in awe of his judgements as they ought, while 
% they hang in the threatening?: but flcfhing and flattering thcmfelvcs, as if the bit- 

a ’ rernrjje of death were pafl e , bccaufc fentence is not fpecdily executed, and for that 

God forbeares for a time to pun.fh /, as waiting their rcturnc g , Loe, this is the 
difpofition of wicked and ungodly people, as touching that which is cvill: and this 
furticicntlyfhewcs them utterly voydofGods true fear, whiles they plunge them- 
/Eccle 8.13. f s i vcs i nto fi ns ofall forts with all delight and greedinefle. 

f lobtfl' Next for the performance ot that which is good j it is manifeft, faith ^avid, 
i Pfa.34.9^10 that the wicked pertonhathno fear of God beforehis eyes, for he hath left off to do 
4Wai-3.14.1S qood Pfal. 3 6 . 3. he refrraincs prayer h and other holy duties, laith Elipbaz>\ 
l lob 37.uk. ' hc feeth not nccd t9 f eti ^ t y Lord i , faith the Pfalmift again: he counts it a bur¬ 
then, a courfc of no boot or benefit, to be religious, faith our Prophet her: above 
the text k- He is no whit troubled at his own infuilicicncy or infirmity /, he 
takes no notice of Gods great judgements abroad the wot Id, he will not declare hu 
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d Deut.29. 
19,20.. 

e-i Sa. 15.32- 


works m . What fhould I ftand to multiply words in a cafe fo dcare > Leave we »« m £4.9. 
tbefc * yokclcffc, feareleffc, fcontfeffe, people to the juft judgement of God * Sonsof 
which will lurely lcize upon them (if they take not courfc with him by timely re- 
pentance) tearing off the brawnineffe of their hearts, and walking off the var- „ £? a ac « 
mfh, that is upon the faces < 3 f the more refined amongft them with rivers of 
brimftonew- 

As for the better fort of men, be it that badfriding Iflael have plaid tie harlot , * 

yet why flould Judah offend for want of this fear 0 ? And yet (with grief \ fpeak) ° Cr ' 5 ‘ 5 ' 
there is but toogreat a defeft of this holy fear to be dilcovered in Judah a!fo : G .ds 
own dear children, I mean, many of them at icaft ; as were caly to evinc». l or 
How fhould we all fear God in his name, that we dilhallovv it not ? p fear him in » Deut -S s3 
his preknee, that we pollute it not q ? fear him in his mimfters that we diicou- 7 kr.5.22. 
ragetnemnotr ? fear him in his people that wc offend them not/ ? fe t r him in r2 Cor.7.5. 
the myfteries, ofgodlincfle,that we prophanc them not: fear him in his*promifes 
thatwc negka tnem not< ffcar him in the works ofh, s providence, tl-.acwc taiyl'la. 
flight them not * ? How fliohld we be godlyly jealous over our (elves and one ano- »s 
ther, millruftingthe corruption of our own natures W : and fo- othei ? fearin^ ** Cor. 11.3. 
left good men fhould fall from the ftmpliciry that ts in chrifr Jffus v and > '^ ldc2 ^ 
left bad men fhould be hardened, and hindered by us, or ruin: thcmfelvcs when 
we might help them y ? Lay your felvcs now, every man, to the rule lad b-fforc 
y°u> and fee your own fwerving and be humbled. Take the rod into your own 
hands, andaftjid your felvcs lcafonably, with voluntary forrowes for your de- ? Mxah dp. 
lefts in this duty j left clfe he ftand over you, and tutoring you to hi; fear at 
every lafh let you hear the rod fay z , If I be a father, wher?s my honour ? and if 
a mafter , where's m) fear ? a But a word to thefe wife is fulTicient. 1 


Sect. 5. 

Zlfe z. Examination, where 'markes of the true fear of Gud, inrefpcSl r. of 
evill both in judgement, and praElifc. 2 . of good toward 
J. God , 2, men, both rich and poor, 3. our 
Jelves in profperity and 
adverfrty. 

r'Econdly, is this fear of God an infallible notcofan honeft heart? Let a man 
vjthen examine himfelf b , and fo Icarne to fettle the foundnefle of his gracious 
eftate by fecuring this to his own foule, that he is a man truly fearing God. 

But how may I come to know it, will fomc fay. lanl wer, enough hath 
been faid to this already in the foregoing dilconrfc. Ifaiiy yee would have fur¬ 
ther fatisfaftion, try your felvcs carefully by the effefts , which this fear will 
certainly produce, where ever it lodgcth ; caufing that man diligently to endea¬ 
vour 1. the fhunning of all that’s evill, 2. the doing of all that’s good. 

Firft this cleanfcar of God c ,*( as David fitly ftilcsit ) is of fo.veraignc and fin- 
gular ufe to a man for the catting out of all that’s evill, whether in judgement or 
praftife, as fall as it comes to knowledge. ' 

For point of Opinion,firft, Fear God, faith the Angel!, that had the evcrlaft- 
ing Gofpcll to preach unto them that dwell in the earth (underftand it you mav 
of that hcroicall Luther, and the reft of the Renowned Reformers offerer times) 
fear God, faith he, and give glory to him d ( viz., by abdicating and abjurin'* your 
hcreticall and erroneous conceits and opinions, and receive the love of the truth 
that ye may be faved e. ) It is the property of this fear to make men humble/: 
Now an humbleman can never be an hcretick, for it is but fhewing him his errour, 
and he will quickly yeeld, and (ubferibe to truth. * 

The like wc fay for matter of praftife, The fear of the Lord is to depart from 
tvill g , whether puhlike, private, or fecrct. For the firft, wherefore now let 
the fear of the Lord be upon you ( faith fehofaphat in his charge to his judges, as 

they 


b 1 Cor. 11.28 

as a Lapidary 
doth his 
gemmesani 
Jewels. 

Qucft. 

Anfw. 

Solus Dei ti. 
mor eft qui 
mentes corrigit, 
fugat criming, 
innocemiam 
fervjt, fo om . 
vis Imitribml 
facultatem. 
C.brrfoft fer.de 
Joan Baptijl. 
c Pfii 19.9, 
d Rev. 14.7*. 
e 2Thef2.10 
/Prov.22.4 
* Joannes 
Denckius ba- . 
rcticusfed vir 
dollut iy de- 
mi (ft anirni, 
reftpuit tandem 
converfus ah 
Oecolampadbi 

fo pit obijt 
Bafiles. Anno. 
1528. Scultet. 
Annal. 
g Prov.3.7. 
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tlu-y wci c going their Circuit) taks heed and-do it, /or rAert is no iniquity with the 

Lord our Cody };orr(ff>cct of perfons , »or taking of gifts h. And Job edit us that 

howl.’Over he could eafily have borne out his opp.cffions by his greatnefle, 
vet heduvilnor, for he Lai cd God and cichcwcd that evill alio r* Next, a>in 
pabl lee negotiation*, and places of judicaiurc it cuffs out corruption: io in pri-r 
varecutnmace, and enterdealing betwixt man a; d man. 7 ho it jba.lt not cur ft the 
■ic f ■: iu'kch tl'.c Lord why what it I do ( might a man reply ) lie cannnot hear me ? 
Thou fj.lit not lay a fhimbhng blockjhfrn: the blind, why what il t do ; he cannot 
{ ;;c . i: ;: ; tfjju ib.lit fear tin- Lord lg as it foilowes there ) who both heaieth 
thy curies a\d keth thy humbling blocks. Night will couvcit ic h if into noonc 
before God, and Ibcncc pi ove a i'peakmg evidence. Laith will cry Cum guilty /, 
<'-r if earth do not, In-uvea w.ilnvtal the iniquity m. Yea the very Leahs 
hive a.vt rdur to pafle upon cvill-docrs , a* the afle upon Bat.u-.in n : a bird of 
tic .a yrc (>.. II carry the voice , and nil the r»*tt t r 0. Or it ail tl clc fhculd fade, yet 
, ! :C of the Lo'd run to antifo In holding the tv til and the good. p. Neither is he 
an id;f ; .cftat< -liras the Epicures dreamt, but lie hath a revenging eye (as the hea¬ 
then Nu t} and hand to 7 : ( as the holy Piophet afluie^usj the.remembrance 
vh.-r-rol reyn’d m lofl-ph irom yeelding to the wicked motion of his waivo'n mi- 
fiftHe, though he might have comm teed that tolly, and the world have been nc- 
vcv ti e w iier r. 

J.aftly, it cleanfeth alfo from fecrct fin?, fuch as the world never comes ac- 
q::r.i:rcd With ; for fuch as jear the Lord /bull not be vtjittd oj tv if l /• it weeds 
Ik pi-crify t out of the !ua; t, and pride a<>-.i arrog.nxy and 1 z-t rj tv- '< W. y r., 11 it 
blit in i hunch: : as is to be le.n in lob, who curd iv t once t. i i, (!•. ’.;u!iy) upn a 


id, hi care CjoH, he knew, fa.' iV h.s 
was ;tth :c m.-Ue him iefrain wantoi 
■;. r >; r h./,/f, if ficm all fill hint jfc cf JUjb 


-I'-i'Jtp Lt ; C 

1 vino e vrckccir.cffc. 


^.lob 6 .14 
il Sam.2S.il 
* Nabal is his 
name.and tol¬ 
ly is with him 


Secondly thi ■ holy fear, as it frames the heart to a fiv>rr ing of fin; fo it formes 
ir no le;:e 10 die dung cf duty: and th.it f. toward God, 2. tjvra:dmen. 
lor God, fir 11 , it m keth a man 1. bclceve h m 2. co-ny h in. I ir.fc, it true- 
bleth, ail out as in *ch, it tha threats of GoT mouth.a . ar the l>. ekes of his hand r, 
as is to be fern in Habakki'd^-c.. And the feripture noteth rx >■ cll' ; of tlie Patriarch 
No. ib t that moved with J car he behvztd ./, A d ih* delivered Ur3elit.s, poffell 
with thi) filial! fear, bi leeind God and I is -cv.-tm Mo Y.r b. 1 hu:. it frames: a mans 
heart to fa tii in Gods word c. And foie doth iecMidy, to the obedience of his 
will : for they that fear the Lo>-d, 11 nil l^cp Ins covtn.tut d, y^.a they will work hard 
at it c, as afiaid to be taken with their tasks undone. 

Thus it orders us in point of duty tovvatd^jod, and no lcfll* toward men, both 
our Lives and e dicts, 

Tor others firll: tf.is fear of the Loid tcachcth both rich, and poor, their Li¬ 
ve all duties. The rich it tcacheth 1. not to brow-beat or oppreffe their poorer 
brethren* /. This do and live, faith hlip’- 1 , lor 1 fear God and that? your lca i ty: 
As it he fiiould lay, 1 intend you no hu t, though yc are fallen into tny danger; 
for it hands n rwi’h that tear of Cod that hath taken up my hcaic. And .ought ye 
not to have walked in the fear of God g ? laid Nchtotiah , to thole mcrcilelfc ulurions 
Ilraelite s, that had engrated upon their brethren. 

2. To be holpit .ble and haiborous, ready to relccvc thenecefiitous: fuch 
cfpccially as are of thchoufhold of faith. This we lee in Ob.idiah h , for the old 
reflamcnt,and Cornelius, fortkenew: he feared God , laith the texr, and h.-gave 
much .times i. As on rhe other fide, to him that is afflicted, laith lob , titty Inoultl 
be fserved from his friend, but he forfuketh rbefc.ir of the Almighty k- What cares 
Nubal the churle though vvoithy David, dye at his duorc, fo long as he may lit 
warme within, eating of the fat, and drinking of the fweet. All his Logick is lit¬ 
tle enough to conclude for himlelf. Shall l take my bread and my fie fi that l 
have kid’d for my (bearers, and give it to men, whom .I know not whence they 
be l ? No , why Ihould he,lay : but the fear of God Would have taught the foole * 
moewic. 

But Secondly, as it formeth the rich to their duties, fothe poorer fort too; 

whom 
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whom it rendreth, 1. Content with their pittance, as knowing, that Better is 
a little with the fear of the Lord, then great trvafure, and trouble therewith m mProv. 17 r2 
z. Tar from envying the rich, ficli God hath meted out to each one the portion of n Afls 17 2 <S 
his allowance n, with this condition, chat where much is given , much (ball be re- g nydrour. 
cju’tred o. Let not thine heart envy firmers , faith Solomon, but ( for an antidote a- aLu * tcIa, 4 8 
gain ft that evil difeafe) be thou in the fearof the Lord all day long p. j> Prov.23.17 

Laftly, for cur felvcs (in what eftate foever ; the fear of the Lord will make and 
keep a man in profperity, 1. humble, 2. thankfully as in adverficie, 1. patient. 

2. confident. 

in profperity it teacheth 1. Humility, according to that of the Wife-man • 

By humili:y and the fear of the Lord are riches q <Src. where you may obfervea jProv*22.4 
very clofe connexion of humility and the fear of the Lord, fee forth by an elegant 
afyndeton in the originall: there being no grammatical! copulative fet between 
them ; but fuch a near affinity intimated, as if they were the very fame thing, and 
the one predicated of the other, as termes convertible. 2. Thankfulneflc ; as 
appears in the example of fob and David: and may be gathered out of that text 
in \cremy : Neither fay they in their hearts , Let us no\V fear the Lord o H r God, 
that giveth rain, both the former and latter rain in his feafon, tkc. r. One would r Jer 5 24 
think, he Ihould rather blame them there, for not faying, Let us praife the Lord our * 24 
God, &c, but that former includes this latter : for he that truely feareth God, will 
not fail to be thankful!. 

Next, in time of adverfity, the fear of God is of no fmall ufe and benefit; for 
1. It makes men parienc, willing to bear Gods hand, and to wait his lei- 
fure : to feek remedy on ley in Gods wayes, and to accept of itonelyupon his 
termes: Thus tliofe holy women in Peter , being under the crofle of unequall 
yoke-fellows, might not feek to win their loves by plaited hair, or garifh attire, but 
by a meck^and quiet Jpirit, and by achafi converjatitm coupled with fear f. ’ f 1 Pet. 3.3 
Adde hereunto (in the laft place ) that the fear of God keeps men confident 
in the evil day, holds up their hearts from dejeftion and difquiccment. l or it 
brings a man before God in prayer t , as it did diftrefled David u, and fainting tProv. 14.25 
Habakfttk. w; who afeer he had poured forth his foul before God, with reverence " pral - * 1 9 38 
and godly fear, rofe up off his knees as confident as might be, that. Although the 
fig-tree (ball not bloffomt, nor fruit be found in the vines; the labour of the olive ,7 ’ 

Should fail, and the fields yceld no meat : the flock, fhould be cut off fiom the fold, and 
there be nc herd in the flails : yet / W'dl rtjejee in the Lord , faith he : 1 Will joy in the 
God of my falvation. The Lord God is my jlnngth , err. So true is that of Solomon: 

In the fear of the Lord is ftrong confidence : and bis children have a place of refuge x. * Pr0Vl I 4 - 2 ^ 
And thisis that fearof God that fpeaks a man truly religious. Apply your lelves 
now every one to the rule, and fearch and fee in fome of you an utter nullity ; in 0- 
therfome, afearfull deficiency of thisrcverentiall fearof God. 

S E C T. VI. 

'Ufe 3. Exhortation to get and grow m this holy Fear • with fix Motives, Ufe. 3, 

and three Means tending thereto. 

A Nd for a third Ufe of the point, learn we all, firft, to get; and then to grow 

in this grace. Let the fear of the Lord be upon you , and do it y. Give y JChro. 1 p.g 
all diligence to fafliion your hearts to this reverent regard of God.: confidering 
the terrour of the Almighty, which we muft needfiy know either as flaves or fons;. 
but better as Tons, that in the day of diflreffe he may jfiareus, as a man doth his 
own fonne that ferveth him 2. ^MaJ.317 

If yet ye look for further Motives to this duty, Confider that the fear of God ! 2 °f Ves ? 
is J. But equall and reafonable. 2. Gainfull and profitable. 3. Needfull. God.^ 0 
4* Honourable. 5. Acceptable. 6 . Comfortable. nPfal.2.i* 

'Tis equall, firft, for it is our bounden duty, fith he hath fo often commanded and P fal -3*.« 
required it upon our allegeance a: befides, that it of right appertaineth unto him 
as a due, though he Ihould never have called for ic. Bring prefents unto him that Heb.12.28 

ought 
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oii*bt to be feared b, faith David , and who would not fear thee , 0 king of nations } 
fcpfal.7tf.il j 0 t to thee doth it appertain, becattfe there it none like to thee c. It is then ( you fee) 
c Jcr.i0.7 an of j u fti C e to fear the Lord. And when we have done our utmoft that way, 
d Luke 17. i! wc have done no more then was our duty to do d. 

Secondly, ’tis a prattife no Icffe gainfull then equall (whatever thofe profane mifi. 
creants above the text bhfphemed to the contrary.) Profitable it muft needs bee, 
for it hath the promifes of both lives. In the life prefent, he that hath the fear of 
e Prov.19.23 the Lord Ml not be vifited of evil e, in gcncrall: Not of the evil of finne/ for the 
/Frov.8 13 fear of the Lord is to hate that evil f : N01* of pain, for the fear of the ■ Lord is a 
gProv.14.27 f gffHU i„ of life, toefeepe the figures of death g .- Say hec meet with troubles with- 
b Ecclel.8.12 or terr0lu - s within, yet he that fearcth Cod fell come om of them all h. Thus 
for evil: And for good, 'both to us and ours after us. By humility and the fear of 
iProv.22.4 the Lord, are riches, and honour, and life i. One would think that were enough : 

Efay 33. 6 y ea , burthen here's more then enough; 7 bey that fear the Lord ft all want no 

k Plal .34 manner of thin? that is goed f^. Ey. but what (hall their poor children do when 
°*‘ t l K y a rc gone > Well enough : for their feed ff:all be mighty upon earth, and their 
S ° ' generation blejfcd, Pfal. 1 12. thoronghout. Thus for temporalis they are provided 
z Ephef.i 3 for: And for fpirituall blcllings in heavenly things /, The Lord taketh pleafare in 
m Ufa. 14711 them that fear him m : he will teach fuch a one in the way that he (hall chufc », 
nPfaI.25 12 guide them he will with his counfell, and afterwards receive them to his glory 0 . 
e Pfal.7? 24 Surely Gods ftlvation ts nigh them that fear him p, faith David, and the covenant 
^ Mai 2 5 of life and of peace was with Levi, bccaufc he feared God .7, faith Malady. Lo, 

1 Pfal 128.4 thus (hall the man be bleffcd, that fearcth the Lord r. 

Thirdly, this holy fear is wondrous needful!, for itinciteth and inableth to all 
Chridian duties: Whence it was that the Lord both delivered his Law at firft in a 
/Exod 19. f ear fuii manner f , and afterward, wifl-ed that the hearts of his people might bee 
h Pfal t 2 S i? feafon’d with his fear, that they might keep his commar.dtments alwayes r. Serve 
w Prov. 23.1? the Lord with fear, faith David « : yea,be then in the fear of the Lord all day long \V, 
x Afls 9 3« f a ith Sohmon . The primitive Cbriftians Walked in the fear of the Lord ( faith St. 

Lnkex) and it is a fpotin your feafts to eat an drink Without fear y, faith St. 

* * 7 udc. 

1 fourthly, ’tis honourable : /or ( befides that God takeshimfclf highly honoured 
by it, and therefore calls for it in this Name ; If I be a father, where u mine honour j 
^ Mal.i.tf and if a Mafter, whirs my fear ? ) we our felves are not a little dignified here¬ 
by. The woman that fcareth the Lord, /he frail be praiftd: and though many 
dPr.31.25,30 daughters had done vertuoufly, yet (he excelled them all a. This grace vvinnes a 
man a wonderfull deal of refpeft both from God and men; as it did fob , of whom 
b Job 1.8 God himfelf boafted b ; and Abraham, who was a Prince of Gad to the Heathenilh 
c Gen.23 tf Hittites c. 

fifthly, ’tis a grace very acceptable: for it gives grace and vertue to all other 
graces and duties j which elfe are unpleafingto the Almighty. Tor to him will / 
Efay tftf.2,3 look > even to him that tremblctb at my word d: as to none elfe , be his facrifice ne¬ 
ver fo fpecious or cofHy. And to (hew how highly God efteemeth this fear,you (hall 
find it not fddome fet for the whole fervice of God in holy Scripture, as wasfaid 

Laftly, it is exceeding comfortable, for it freeth the heart ofallbafe fears ; 
(which vanifhoutof fight before this, as the lefTer lights before the Sun ) and fills 
it with ftrong confidence and ccnfolations : making the man in whom it is to hold 
up his head in the greateft hurly-burlie, and to walk about the world as a conque- 
e Pfal. 3 tlio- rour, void of all fear what man or devil can do unto him e . 

roughouc. You fee that this holy fear comes commended unto you by many names: what 

remains, but that ye fet your felves in all good earneft, for the attaining thereunto 
in a diligent ufc of the means. Thefe are among others ;. 

Means of gft- bird, ^ cc on f cr > ous meditation, and firft upon your felves, Refieft, and fee, 1. 
ting the fear your own miferableeondition, by reafon of fin imputed to you, fin inherent in you, 
of God. ant l fin ifluing from you: together with the deferred puni(hment,all torments here, 
/Rom.tf.ulc. an( j torturcs hereafter, which are but che juft hire of the lead fin f. 2- Your utter 
inability to free your felves either from fin, or puni(hment. Prom the former you 
can no more free your felves, then che blackmore from his skin, or the leopard 

from 
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from his fpots^ : And for die later , there’s no power wit oranvmhpr -:-~ 

m our felves or the creature, cither to abide or avoydij. This .nldTcation madJ 

/W converts cry out for fear. Men and brethMlbit frJlrve dot'cfatThl * * ** 

Next, bufy your thoughts upon God, be thinking upon 

die text, .bee him as he (lands deferibed 1. in his word. a. in his works 

1 he word fees out God for our prefent purpofe, . .as a God of tranfeendent ex¬ 
cellency and furprifiing glory : and thence mferrsaneccftity of his fear • tyjjo 
would not fear thee Ofingof Rations 1 Vc. faith leremy. And thou art mo'*el 0 r- 10 7 
om andcxi client than the mountains of prey , that is, then the flourifhino AflVrians *- P "* ^rn 
with all their goodly Monarchy : therefore ( as a confedarv ) mw n-r'% /' i 7 Co,lof 1 * 7 
that ought to be feared k; J J ‘J CKS ™ *<>v. S A 

2. Asomniprefentand omnifcicnt: one that behoideth and raked, knowledge "^3^,2. 
of all we doc as much as of any thing in his own heart: for iV .l therms 10l ifth' p Col ° r ? 2 ?- 
him l. And toe wayes of am.at are before the Lord. 7^/wW-v ,h „/ t <1 ro 29. 

And will y-s not tremble at my prefente hizh tlie Lord n 'oicohriH ’ A'* l '\ W * No / ;,r,Vk ‘Ii 

Zgt 

P~ I,:CJ h h andiha n0t wercarhim that is Me to c.j} body a,.d ionic to k»««*sic 

Zl, Il “ ;< l’|‘ p f ' and "«<» ofAfr* toy, w*. made to uoderro tbofe < V'l’X 
doio.ousand u< cnncei.table forrowes, ctiac drew dotted blood ; from ins bodv- ° n ' d,& c* 
and were joyni with a temporary deJcrtion coins Joule : yeitlfe very ? . i;I i« of f'^s 5 ' 2 * 
hcll,wliicli he tell ioi* a leanu ;/ c/no would noc therefore fear before rim inil ml (li if!. * 

the be'ft 1 h° d \ w ^ f T Z f ° nS ° r Chc tnum i’ ,|a «ic flints that had overcome 

the beaft by the blood of the lamb .inftand true a e thy waves &c. who X* TH 

t.ot fc rr tf.iee, O Lord, and.gij. ifis shy mme w. See ' Diurg.Guc. 

C er«.i^Go b ^ m 'L anJ l Uni r l<;il ’ ly K,nd and loving«o«in arid. This pro- 'liisiP* 
perty m God throughly thought upon will inflimeour hearts with Ins love, and fo *'***t. 
make us fearful! codifpieafe him ns che dutifull fpouie her loving husband or the * 22 * &c * 

gracious e^.ld b.sindu gent father. This is to fe trGo..l and his gfoJnjfs x to fetr 
^dthrphdslsgh mhis wlies y to rntyce su fear , and ther&re to fs.'r'ro ofcL Jnhi , 
h0? \ heC **[ C tkerc J s ™ e -V wt:h hm z , as the plalmift bath it. Thus ^ pfj| 2 n 
medicate on the attributes of God, fet forth in the word. In the world next vou i r '? I,,,0 -4 
may fee God in his workes. A.id firft, thole ft indm, miracles, the hanoln«VV- ' 7 

earth upon nothing b , the bounding of lea, chat it cannot tranfgreiTehi^wSrd c. 

7 WJrd .°i the drawers the he.tv-ns m tie: .retail ./,; hot ,f the.n by the bruh cTcr? - 3 4 
of hx maw. h* He guhereththe iv iters of the fet ’airier as A L’ 1 ' 1 33 6 > 

the depth in ftorehoufe-. Let all the earth fc r the L ?d • t 7? ? it 9 , e J 

7 a /A C * * C T dIy turne y0ur eyes an ^ Noughts upon the juJomcncsot ^ Dj,, S 2 «» 
God: and firft particular, executed upon others for ou? warn, n n and ininJ nr- • „ - 
Ihcngh ems hall jee this ani fevr e , as D retd fncakes n f \ g ‘ D ^ te ^ 

ic liiminir.oa.c .u 0 1 J ■ 1. , “ xpeaxes, «S U -V d Old C (30 : ammonia fo 

as himlelfteftifieth, myflehiremalcthfo' fear of thee, ml I am rail of th> ^ "we 

Unce i? 1S ^ urn,d a chcrchire coo hphc in'di ” bah 'fPiaiffc m 

lance, and his ktngdome given to his neighbour, chat was better then he 

t 7 rArZ 7 nT C UP °, n Che i § ? 1Cra,t ar| d the unconceivable ter rour of 

that dreadful! day, when the heavens h dl 0 Db aw -y w;:h 7 «rct,nfc -Ath-d- 

Ml melt with fervent hea: : the c tr:h p »,! \ ,f W 

L E - 1 . ' j 1 , -tf-ut/j wo lves :h t are therein hah: ws ow, c u . 

dav ■ C hap u 8 f ) . tra,,I)1 ' jd “ l '” ,! dilcoiirfe of this oreft "#»«*»• 

loin 7 h ' d r‘ b » 'n^'V chink of it (haKe and ihtidder: the joyncs of their fU’l n 
lomcs are looted with W/ttr,,nd their knees fmito one ngainit another k . And 1 £« ?f 

fZ 7S h 'c n :rmou(,y / tI » ! 'f'l; i-'Jsi"enc,andnot“bc moved with feat ? 
bodhw Solomon, and, as a help hereunto, confider, chat God will bring every 
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I Ecclef. 12.14 into judgement, with every fecret thing whether it be good or evill l . 

And this is the firft meanes of getting Gods holy fear, viz*. Meditation. The 
fccond is like unto it, and that is faithfull and fervent prayer to th e father of lights 
mjam.1.17." 10, for it is a lupernaturall gift to fear God as a father. Thus David goes to God 
for this gift, XJnite my heart ( which of it felf is wofully divided and fcattcred 
up and down upon lying vanities) to fear thy name ». And Elipha<. gives thisasa 
0 lob 1/4 * t^afon, why men caft off fear, becaufe they refrain prayer 0. And it mayeafily 
p Eze! 36.37 be obferved,that to fear God, and to feek God, are often in feripture ( efpccially 
? kr.32.39,40 Pfal. 34. ) ufed for one and the fame: this being the ready way to that, and in¬ 
deed the oncly way. For, 1 will yet for this be fought unto by the houfe of ifrael, 
faith the Lord p concerning the benefits and contents of the new covenant; One 
claufe whereof ^ for our encouragement to ply the throne of grace by prayer) is 
this, I will give them one heart , and one way , that they may fear me for ever* 
I will put my fear into their hearts that they Jball not depart front me for ever q. 


CHAP. IIII. 

The Text expounded, and the duty of Chriflim conference 
propounded, 

Then they y that feared the Lord y fpakg often one 
to another. &c. 


tfjer.32.40 
b Mac. 26.35 
Mthiu femper 
animtus quant 
srmatus. Cart . 


Vta'Tl -T- Hey fpake, and they fpake often : for that is the import of the Originall word 
quJntationem * here ufed : and that's the fumm of the fcrvice here performed. Thecircum- 
ftgnijicdtinhae fiances whereof ( fo far as they lye in oar way at leaft) being already difpatchr, we 
conjugate now paffe on to the fubffance in thefe words. They fpake often one to another. Hap¬ 
py foulesthat thus improv’d their holy meetings in laying out themfclves to the beft 
advantage one of another in chat generall Apoftafy. Gods holy fear had fo taken 
up their good hearts that they could never depart from him, no not in a common 
tfjer.32.40 defection a. Though all men forfake thee, Lord, yet ITe ftickto thee b. So 
b Mac. 26.33 Peter promifed ( being better alwayes affedlioned then appointed, as one well faith 
Mthin femper of him .-) but fofuch only have performed, as with thefe in the text, having their 
drmtus.oart. hearts fraught with Gods fear, and fohcitoujly thinking upon his name, tookeall 
good occafions of uttering their holy thoughts among themfclves ( at leaf!:) not 
without the ineftimable benefit and edification one of another. That which we 
may hence obferve i$ thus much. 

That Chriftians (in bad times efpecially ) fiiould, by godly conference and 
otherwife as they can, carefully imploy, and wifely improve all their befir abilities 
and interefts one in another for mutuall confirmation and encouragement. 

Sect. i. 

. Chrifiian conference and mutuall confirmation confirmed by 

Scripture. 

T Hus the good people here: they gar together, and fpake together : in op- 
pofitiondoubtlcffe tothofe wicked abov'e, chat mulriplycd to fpesk mifehief 
ver. 13. fecking to turn Gods glory into fljamc, and not knowing that God hath fee 
HPjjea and fet apart him that is godly for himfelf c : tte Lord will hear him when he 
t iTal.4.2,3. callcs c , nay, he will harken and hear and a t?ooke of remembrance was written 

before 
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before him &c. as chefe ancient Chriftiansav^dAv ~i - 7 -~—'--1- 

ed blafpheovers, as fome w«U have it. Th is the* h i ? r ff y to F hc( f. wick ‘ 

all ftrengthening: and thus, before them Ah. lam nTiyV' r 0 ?”/ 1 ? for mu - 

ahd Aaron C , Jethro and Afofes f Samu-lunA n ^ e ' CrJl f eUl C h d , Aiofcs i 6 g n »sah]. 

ELuih and Eli fa i, they were „ fdulffj- ^ "d *««*« A, 

came to divide them. Surely had not that confSn »A h **}a f cc ofheavcn 4 4> 

(faith a right Reverend Writer of our Church Jichad^Wn nCed ‘ lU and divil,e 

and ElUh had been taken up rather * f I 

was fitteft to be clone, and happy is that fervant whom his! ^ <new beft what / 2 King 2 , t 

fhall finder fo doing k, And thus the mailer himfelf (in whof* one*” * CO , fe “ h f H M * tc - 24 4 ^ 

globe of proofes «* cloud of witness l. ) He therefor u 7 rtf ° Cxa “P Ic 1S a i H r cb 12 - 1 

his dcceafe m, fo ; what pames tooke he with his diicinl,’- for r fo; a" ? f ttVT? 
mg and ietthng f But efpecially with Peter • forewarninn h fi r"' " Mar -34 

ser 

alvsayej in remembrance. Nay, that's not cnoueh - Tn l \l • 7 * ? * ut 3 " u ™ nm faien. 

theprtfent trj, y. For ( as good as they w-erc ) rh‘-v m.Vrkr A r **iU* tpUUs 

the vyife vi. gins u : and fo have need of row 'inn • r i°^ /°? L ct,mci W!th f con - 

och ; where h:: was/dhy taken up f 

fclf might need ro be ferved by Peter, or a far Ll, l, r , , P td h m ‘ »2 i* cr I2 

(faith he to his Romans , that * may impart ^ 5 

yemaybeeftabUbed. That is, that I may be com r o i HJ 1 '/ ..&*?*>/• tHend ?¥*'■**■$ 

Ldge, b-ighttjf holinefle degree of grace, or meal-ire of z 'ale h„/ u ' 77 'f nHS{ie rmitat. 
fedty increafb.t and inla gedby c u nfTcnce «°th oth d r ,>l.' . ^ b „ kC ' xCiU lo - 

b’Jinf |30 ' t ^ t t* n ^* rs Htj-tp^rpliicc )d wefliajl }*{,y w>ur pa'dencel 1,14 

^ECT. ii. 

Reafons of the Point . i from God,comm*ndU<r mvard>nr ■> ^ r , 

fhall be hereby fealed, fettered, z. Jr's. 

dfJa. * v r " " d,,l} 2 - Bad *»• i* «'• Lfhcj. i 

andr0 ^ itKiC - " be done, and then 

Her. I\tot pleafing your (elves, but evert one »/<•-t/Tt.™- / ■ • * a / > • i ‘avTvy. 

edification a: 

l V aji'mblycs oj the faints as the m,niter of feme is 2<i 2 s 

torheunoirdoml J C P’ , r ° dc " wa y t0 finall impenitenev, to utter Apolfacy * my n-t™-oZ„' V 
toAe«npMdomble fin k ) but cx ho„i„. w ‘ mifr «<«,t&i- 

ftudytng one * mc h er ,t„ Vb't' on u kv, 1Va ^. Nafnnkin^ourk'uS ou! 

P PP 2 
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c PhiUp.2.4 owne marie only c , but looking and ayming at, every man, the things of another , 
ffMwivTU. as being his brothers keeper. Not living to our felves, or being all for our felves * 
“•' lan ™? J " f as wild bcaft-s who delight to lu:k alone in their densj or as {'wine, flyedup 
tilt ready for the knife ) but as every man hath received the gift , Jo minifying the 
oKnveiv. fame one to another , as good fteWards of the manifold grace of God d. No man is 
rift. cither born or born again for himfelf. The manifeftation of the Jpirit is given to 

1 Cor^2° cvcij ma* to pro fit rv it ball e. What fhould 1 heap up more tellimonics in a truth 
1 or * r27 I0 clear? Gtd, you fee, hath plainly and plentifully reveal'd his will, that fovc- 
raipne link, and rfloft fufficient Realon that fwayes moft with a Chriftian. So 
Paul pieffith ic,and fo David held it (every where in his pfalmcs ) and hath there¬ 
fore this tellimony that he fulfill'd all ( not the will only, but the ) wills of God 
/though never fo danger-full or difficult. The Rcchabitcs were rigid oblervers of 
g Icr.55 '?,* their fathers command; g , and were well rewarded for it. And Ihall not we 
% * much more oftlUs command of God ? clpecially, fith in doing thereof is jo great 

h Pfal 1 9 .11; rc i y .ird h : which is the fecond branch of this firlt Reafon from God , who 
as he commands mutuall confirmation, fo he rewards it too, and that, many 


Real". 

Donarianin- 
aemcnttm ac- 
cipiunt qui 
conceffls prii- 
ribus fideliter 
utuntur Mal- 
nhndtn Ad.6 
i Luc 24 
4 _M.ir.i 3 . 2 o. 
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« Mat 25.21 
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w.ycs. 

For 1. he liftens andlayes his ca-e to their fvveec words, as loth to iofe any 
paitof that precious language. He barkened and heard, faith the text. 2. He 
bookesthemup, and writes them down in his regifter, as matters of mark. 3. He 
adds to their ftock of grace, which they husband fo well, caufing it to grow in the 
ute , asoncethc loaves did in Chrift hands, or the oyle in the widdowes crufa. 
4. He fecretly and fwcctly comforteth their hearts, himfelf making one among 
them 1 as our Saviour dealt with thofe two i travelling to Emaus) according to his 
promile, where but i\\'o or tbn e are gathered together tn bis name ( and fear to do 
him fcjvice, and to help one another toward hcav en ) thete is he in the mid(l of 
them k : to water and prolper their holy -endeavours that way with the deivcs of 
m;my fwcectand glorious rcfrefhings : a vay fdi etaft ur-to the tr» of that life eter¬ 
nal!. Where 5. the reward fhall be according to their vvoik in this kinde. He 
that hath W'ifcd Others ft jail fhine a: the bright nt-ffe of the firmamwt : and he that hath 
turn'd many to righteonfneffe, as the (la'rs fur ever and tier /. He that with his 
two talents haih ( by trading with others gain’d ) five, fhall be made ruler over 
fivecityes. And.hc that bath gain’d ten, fhall be ruler over ten m. Ik-fides 
( 6 ) a free largefle of his lords joy to boot :• Enter thou, good fervant 9 into thy 
fhr- joy n. A joy more fit for the Mailer then for the levant: and yet behold 
fucli a mailer do wc lerve ( when we ferve one another tn love 0 , ) as will reward 
hi-lervantc with Inch a-joy. And thus (lands the firii Reafon for a frequency of 
chriftianconfcicnce, taken from God, who both indiipcnfably requires ^it, auda- 
bundantly rewards it. 

A fecond foftowes taken from our felves: And fo we fhould give all diligence 
to this duty of mutuall confirmation and encouragements: if but for our own lakes, 
who fhall hereby be 1. kaied up and letlcd in ah good alfurance of our gracious 
ellatcfor prefent: 2. fccured,and well enabled to proceed and profit thcrcinfor 
the future. 


ReaJ - Forthcfiift: the text, you fee, makes it a mark of men truly religious, tobc 

often fpeaking one to another : for as fincerity is the life of religion, fofocietyis 
the life offinceiity. And therefore no fooncr did Ephraim acknowledge their 
offences, and feck Gods face, but in the next chapter, frit verfc, they call up.oti 
p Hof. 5 .ulc. each other. Come let m return to the Lord p &c. And thole three thou land loules 
& 6.1 -del. 2. were no fooncr added to the church, but they ( to give proofe thereof ) 

prelcntly made confidence afwcll of chriftian lociety, as of hearing anti praying and 
$Aa.2.4i42 breaking of bread <7: which feme underftand, of receiving the Lords fuppe?. 

And the Philippians fo foon as eveathey were converted to Chrift, held a fruit? 
full fclloVvfhip in the gofjttl from the fir ft dal untill now. Which made Sc* Paul 
confident ef this very things that God had both begun a goood work? in them ( which 
was the firft branch of this fccond realon ) and would fife ftniftj it to the day of 
r phili. i $ <5 CP,r *ft ?' And that's the lecond. 

j\ ca f. 4. * ’ This Ipeaking often each man to his neighbour,ss it comfortably afiiircs and leals 
fProv.10.2r us up for prefent, that wcarc of thole righteous rvhofe lips feed many f ( even as 

many 
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imny as they can opportunely rand orderly « extend thcmlelvcs to) lo iccttcttu- rGaU.io 
ally fecurcth autl letlech us for the future: and is of excellent ulc And avail tor our u r Ccr.r4.40 
p: oceedmg, and profiting iu the Ch i Ilian comics fieri, there isaiecrcc tyc to X 
conltancy in the communion of laints : But woe be to him that is alone x. He is not ^.3* I0 ’ 

likely long to holdff the prof tjft on of his faith, without Veavcrty-g or warping, that s' i!> & 
doth not con/idir himlclf and others, to provide tc lave and good works y, file 3- 12 ->:? 
that {ofakeththe af mbhng of our ft Ives together ( as the Apoftlc ipcaketh ) is 
not farr f:om inward or oucwa.d Apoftacy Againlt vt hicn woefuiUv.li, tx- 


hortatif.n is there fitly prelcribed a precious prtlervative. 1 or indeed and thsts a J 

fecond lettlemcnt ) he that hath exhorted another to duty, hath after a fort ingag’d \ 

himfelf to the performance thereof : and hid a new tyc upon his own confidence \ 

to pei levcrancc therein j left haply he hear, Ply ft iau heat thy ft-If a , or, Then that r 

t cac Left another te.tchtft thou not thy ft If f b Iklid-.p, thirdly, the p.omile of m- ^ Rom^ ‘ 

create made to this fpirituall, no kilo then to that other corporal! alines ; that ho caCor.p.tf i 

that foweth bountifully fhall reap bountifully c. And the liberal! man devifeth libi— dKa.328 ,j 

rail things, and by liber all things he fhall ft and d. And to him that hash ( rmnely ^ar.25 29 J 

for ule and incrcale ) jhull be gtacn, and be Jbail abound e. Whereas, frtm him {z;ich j 

that hath not ( in manner aforclaid )fbalt be tal^n a\\ajt even that he fumed to have , b Itr. 2 3* ‘ 
with the flothfull Icrvanc he CivAijttrcl; come to poverty/, for withholding that which | 

was meet with Solomons fluggard : when lie that kattercth incrcaicth f : He 1 

fhall have his armecltun drjeu up, and his eyes utterly tiaft^ntd withlkofc Idol-flic- 3 

pheards g in Zachary 1 hat had eyes, and law nor, hands, and handled nor, the k 'iuc'.iTT } 

law, 1 mean which they ought to have Icon into, and hanr.lt d h : dividing it oiwiAiTfigy. •• 

aright as Sc. Paul tpeakah * and as good fie Wards of the manifold grace of God Servi 
received, diftributing to every man his \ujt meajure of fit m.at in due icafon ft. So HZnlmdilT ■ 

that it is a high*point of fpi icuall thiilt to be much in holy conference and calling fthientiaai- -j 

upon others to duty:which they that do t-fctn, ire gardens whufc jjncfs flew on: l a, }ieb.intinn:er.- ; 

liberailhoule-keepers, the doies of whole lips area wayes open to the feeding of f m '&iddc- j 

of many m : their path is a^tbc mo.niug light that ihmes more and more to the S. \ 

perfeft day n, they fliall never be of thu.e thac d:aw back to perd.tion : but ZCjr.r4.15 -i 

of them that belccve to the lalvation of the loule 0. And that’s a fecond realon ral’ro 10.21 1 


drawn from our felvcs. ” H f< i 418 r ^ 

The third followcth rclpcding others, and Fi ft the better fart (hall be hereby acaf 5° " t# 
r. curb'd, and cal'd back from fin : 2. quickened and confirm'd :n duty. Next, 
the worfer fort of people fliall be hereby partly confut. d. pa: tl v defeated. 

For the fit^of chcle: This mutuall cucouragcinciit in well doing, thischri- 
fHan confcreaBKand grave adyife, this turning of « jL.-nr fr<m tin trrour of his 
way, may ( i^^fod be lo pleat’d ) jaw u fcult from death, a,.r. hituUr or cover a 
multitude of fins p. Now fin is an cviilfo inilchievuus, lo munherous to man- p hm,5 - uIt * 
kinde, that all forts fliould let again!! ic, and do their uemoft to club it down , 

where ever they mectc with it. As grace(1/ totlur fide) is lo amiable lo pro¬ 
fitable , that every one fhould ftrive by woid or d-.cd to piop^gAte and further it ■■ 

whereloever, and whcveinlocver he is able. Amaine help to both which is god- 

ly conference, and chriftian exhortation. i 

And 2. for recovering others out of their revolts, an 1 rdapfes, who can tell 
how far David would have run on in the revenge of a private injury, had he noc 
been Hmcly taken off and difarm’d by a difereet slbigail t i jo. h he noc lbonc after 
blelTe God for her, bleffe her for her counfell, and her counfdl for his rcft.aint from q 1 Sj.25.23 
that bloody defigne <7? And another time when he had grolkly and gi kvcufly > Gal 6.x 
ovcr-lhot himfelf in the matter of Vriah, did not the Prophet Nat.jan jcync, and 
rcftorchimagaine r after a long rehpfc, by a private admonition f ? 60 torci- tj 0 ^62$* 

blc arc right words, t faith lob : Anda word upon his wheel.s, faith Solomon wProv.as u ‘ 

is like apples ol Gold with pittures of Silver u. Nathans private dilcourlc ( fo - 

God would have it to fliew his liberty of working by what ordinances he belt u P°nhis cir- ' 

pleafeth ) was at that time more effcduali with David, then any or all the Icifturcs 

of the law, or dayly lerviccs of the Temple, And the words of Naamans (ervants ccs. * ^ 

greater in operation then the words of that great Prophet Eliflja a*. Ittmtu pro- a- 2 King. 513 
feffethof himfelf that being ftrongly tempted to Athcifmc and prevail’d with, the 
very firft thing that helped him our, was the talking with a country-man of bis 

P pp 3 noc ; 




conwLdby n “ r Vr r 7 ), F1U r'; CC ’ ai,< \ hiimanncr And, I was 

Bertrams ’ ” acc P^P' 1 } C 1 '* 11 } 1 ) as any was in England. Jnlomuch that when I fliould 

book of the “C made Batcnelour or Divinity, my whole oration went againll PhVip Add r.c 
\i '*** and , hh ,°P inions ' mi,, V ( afterwards Martyr ) heard me at - that time "and 
pcr “ ,vcd d “V W * Without knowledge .• and came to mT^ter- 

withCwHiuer, wards into my ltudy, andddired me, for Gods Like. to hear his confdlfon. I 
& Pct.Martyr oidio, and to lay the truth, 1 leaned more by his confcilion, dun afore in manv 
?rA nl . Ko u 4 y ^ r ~‘ Soflom ^at time forward, 1 began to fmcll the word ofi God and for 
ofthechutch. lake the .choolcdoaonrs. and futhlike V P eri cs . 1 need not repeat hcr^ how 
thofe two gouty bilhcps Rtd./y and ¥array were both taken off from their evitt 
purpolesand promdes, the one of going tomalle, and the other of receivin'* the 
tuchanff in onckindc only,by thclwcetand lealonablc d:ff Wa fion of Welled Brad, 
ford, their folio w-prifoncr. 

Neither is this thriftian conference more available for the curbin'* of form- 
y heel. i2. r i f™ m comniitting offin, then for quickening of other., to thedoinS of duty 

^ Hcb.12.1j. "t 4 n n0 * c',’ V *" V " y ,° r Pw.pheards-pi.ins V whereby 

th.y .led to .ratten their flieep-foldsto the ground; to redifie and reftrain from fid 
“ Luc. r 4 .;,. to hold nptl,eh.wd,,lMt ba»z ton, ««</, be fail. him, Ujl ,t,.u rrhicb u 
c r r t,Vn t‘/TT”"fl 7» •' 1*1 alfb b'% fudt to prick forward thofe that are to 
d\ n&Ji f ha ‘ n ! ‘‘^wbetftones, to edge and cneager them that b, A»u,f hirin' 
5 a/A 7 £ ror as ironfoarpraah rron, Jo doth the face of a ma n bit friend c. ) likccor- 
* 2 Tim. r. 6 . ro fetch againe thole that ar efteb/e minded d : lallly like bellowcs to ( low 

“P tha ; i P a ; kc * of theipiritiu another mans breaft into a lively flame'/ that elfe 
f • like a dull-fcacoalc lire ( 1/it be not now and then hlowne or ffirrM i:p thci^b 

there be no want of fuel!, yet )wiU of it fclfat length d } c, and go out. ’ w c will 


/Cant.i.t. rcmen *btr thy lovej more then wine, faith the Jpoule, therefore the 'Elmirs 'eve 

*Cant.$ .9. f'joe f. This fruit commcth upon the remem bring and mentioning t 1 r/fo loves 

that his Saints are confirmed and increafed in ir, Thole daughters ct Icmialcra 
tnatat fiiftwondred g why the Church ffuuUl make fuch «jrc about Chrff 
when they had convcrfed with her a while, and heard her ! r eakc With inch a deal 
b Cantor, f adalir ®“°” a " d affeftion , they are inflamed, and induced ro leeke Chril-t with 
her h. Godufualiy fines and files the tongues of his upright ones to be trum- 
petters of Ins glory and beauty. In fetting forth whereof, they l ave wcid- at 
Will, their tongues never linn, but become as the pen of a ready writer in 

1 pf.45, & ZfJZlIII’ I h ;‘. ve r dc ,bc ki, 'Z ’ tin (uch as ^ pcopk 

u | t 45 ‘ K record together to pratfe him for ever and ever, i * * 

Rear. <5. Laftly, bad men Hull be hereby 1. confuted, tjie mouths of jflBhall be {lent 

contra fyco- as arc ever complayningof, and accufing Chriftian meetings to 8 Wtor for the bet 
tlTaZtll T' b,lt f° rthe wor f e : Icarce to any other purpofe, buttodetraft , defame f] 3n - 
Seneca. d'.r, ccnfure &c. Oi iffuch mouthes will not be fhut, yet the confcicnccsof chri- 
4 Rev. 12.4 Rians may rejoyce m their contrary innoccncy, and nc t bedejedted bv fuch falfe 
ZMat.24.24 teflimony. 2 they fliall be defeated and d.lappointcd hereby of their devilifl, 
TiTh T P ra ^s oUtfHng down fiarrs from heaven, k and leceivi^ if l Zrl 
n Ioh.8.44 7 poffitethcveryelefl l So far forth a-to be led away bj the errour of \hc wicked. 

°i S K m - 5 * Zi! 0 - t 0 J a [ f r a 0m th T ft ed M*'s ™ AH ungodly perfons ( and they 
oHab.1.13 have « by kmde too from their father the devill « ) are ftrangly ambitiousof 
fending the plague to their neighbours with the Hkronitcs o, of drawing others 
p jvf at: „ „ J» Co PyCnerlhip of their condemnation, o f devouring the men mere rightfout then 

^ 1 Pct.S ? 8 th\!h Ve u P ‘ u Th u con !^ e and W ’ faith our Lord, to male a Profdyte : 
r/obi.7 Which when they have done, they make him tWo-fold more the chi/de of hell then 

fjzfrr ltt^'U!r. dcvillalf0,sa bufic walk ' r * a greac comgiffcr *• ft#* 

wfiSm. g0 ° d T C °i , that K i n,ould walke as fa ft. «nd compalfcout 

7 i 'dkmipfim * brethrcn round, feckmg whom we may deliver from the dev ill and 

fti, Ttrtul. his inlfruments : who like a wall-nut-tree roote labour to imbittcr all the 

rootes that are about them. 


SECT- 
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Sect. III. 

Vfe. 1. Reproof of idle and evil speakers togaisr. 

N Ow for Application : l irff, take notice with me, by this point, what tank we 
have all to cry out with David, Help Lord, ]or the godly man ceafh:-., ! >,y tie 
faithfitill fail i rorn among the child. 1 n of men. They fpcak indeed, and fpeakoAcn, 
blit ( alalfe ) vanity thtj ivery man to hti neighbour, With jh.ttcr :■;? lr ] 

and with a double heart do tiny f},es\ /. How much better were it for futh to keen 
lilence then lo to vent themfeives, as molt men do in their carnall conventicles, and 
good-fellow-mectings: nay in their trading and trafficking, and ordinary commerce 
and intcr-dealing ? Wherem, what (halfa man hear from them, rhe whole day 
tliroughouc, but words, at the beft, walte .and idle; bur, for the wort parr, groffdy 
wicked and evil • vile and venomous fpeeches, rotten and flinking communication /• 
men bringing up their excrements as it were by a periffa/tick morion ( asPhvfici- 
anscall ir, in the difeafe they termc 1 a taspci) thorow the dung-pert u of their 
foul mouthes, to the annoying of fome, and corrupting of others, l or evil words 
corrupt good manners x. Thus it is with the more rude and outragious. And for 
the civiller fort, of thofe that are not yet fandified, the plague of the ferpenc lies 
fore upon them, alwayes to be feeding upon daft y t talking of tiv.fh altogether. 
They are of the earth, they fpeak of tlie earth, and the earth hears diem 
Amidft all which, let a man feek to charme their tongues,interrupting and befneak- 
ingthem, as once the Prophet, with 0 earth, earth, earth, hear the wo d if t/r. 
Lord a. Ye that are earth by creation, earth by corruption, earth b” refohition 
( for dttft thou art, and to drift thou /halt relume b ) Hear and gi.fttar, bee,rot 
proud, for the Lord hath ffokpn it. Give glory ro the Lord your God * &c. tllC\ turn 
the deaf ear with the perverfc adder, to Inch wholefome enthanrmerts and 
grow as fick of fuch a one ftraight, as the Gergefitcs were of our .Saviour c . Good 
conference they count plain babbling^s the Athenians cftcemed Pauls preachir. pf : 
they find no more rellilh therein then in the white of an egge, or a dry chip. Nav 
they hold it the oncly marre-mirch (as one fpeaks) able ro damp ail the jollity’ 
and to caff the whole company into dumps pf Melancholy. Which to prevent,the- 
do their utmofl to drown the flrrikcs of their awakened confidences with a louder 
volley of the language of hell: pouring out themfeives :n a great deal of froth and ' 
filth, refule, and rotten fpecches *, bale and bedlam calk, oiithes, and blafubemies 1 
fcoffes and lcurrilitics againft the power of godimefle, and profeffours of Aelicion*. J 
Lo this is all that many men do toward the prattife of the point in hand, nffoad 
of ffrengthening the hands and hearts of Gods people in well-doing, as good She- ‘ 
ebaniah did Ezras • Arife , faith he, for this matter belong ctb x-aio tin r, \\e alft. 1 
Will be With thee, be of good courage, and do it g, they do "their utmoff to hinder ! 
and difeourage them : as thole fpies of old, did the people ; as Ely mas the force- : 
rer did the Deputy, and as thofe mercenary prophets did the Incomparable Nthc- 1 
miab. ¥ or they all made hi afraid, faying. Their hands /hall be weakened from the f 
■work, that it be not done h. To fuch, I fiiy no more, but onely admoniffi them to \ 
remember whac a bitter curfe Nchcmiah in.the fpirit of prophecy wifhed to fuch p 
back-friends; Hear, O our God, for we are defjrtfed, and cover not their integrity. 1 
neither let their fin be blotted out from before thee i. A fear full execration a hca- 1 
vy curfe: which who fo dreads not, but profeffing himfelf an lfiraelitc, dare yet !, 
expreffe himlelf in the broad dialed of Alhdod it were much to be wifhed p 
that there were fome good Nehemiah found to fmite him, and p/ucf off his hair 0 
till he learn better language. Howfoever, let fuch know, that their tongues be’ 1 
wray them whac countreymen they are /. Certainly he cannot be of the Common- % 
wealth of Ifirael, that fpeaks familiarly the language of hell, bunking breath ar- i 
gues corrupt inwardsfo doth unfavoury fpeech a rotten heart. If the difeourfe be * 
naught, the religion is vain, faith St. fame m : and they want the charader of ? , 
true Chriffian, according to our text, that fpeak not of good things, and chat fpcak n 
not often of them, one to another j " 1 
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Ufc. 2. 
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Sect. IIII. 

V. 2. Complaint againfi the better Jort , too too barren and backyard 
to holy Conference . 


W Hidi ft-' it bcfo how may we (fora fecond Ufe ) juftly complain of a 
double deled:, found in lome of the more forwardly : who as they meet 
noclo oken as they might for mucuall edification, (Satan hindring them «) fo when 
they dn } became cither unprofitable, or idle in this work of the Lord, to what thev 
might be, were they but as they Ihould. 1. Unprofitable they prove to one 
another, whiles the precious time of their converfe isfquandred out and wafted in 
Ipeculacivc curtofities, nice and impertinent queftions, fome ceremoniall unfeafona- 
ble concrovcrfics, not tending to edification, but contention rather, novelties fomc 
more remarkable accidents and affairs abroad, other mens matters and infirmities 
winch are brought forth upon the ftage, either untruly * or at leaft untimely and 
not in an ordinance, as one fpeaks. I hefe are the cankc r wo. mes that eat out the 
hemt of godly and profitable conference: thefe arc tl.ofe trofisthat nio better 
fpccc.ies in the bud : theie arc thofe leaner kine that devour the fat end leave no 
wicked ° r ^ mUtUaH edificalion » co thc rcanda11 ot ' die weak, and icorn of the 
A fecond fort here juftly met with, are fuch as are idle and ufele/Te backward 

C wv irtn g ° dl l fp ^ ccIies l whefl , che y il Z hl inco company ; dumb and dull 
winltians, that either fay nothing there, or as much as nothing * . j know there 
ai e a fort of fuch as are over-talkative, fpeaxing much, but fa\ ing little *. A fool 
ano ( quoth the Wife-man ) is full of words, prodigall and profule, ingrofiinrj all 
the talk, as if himfdf were the oncly fpeaker. W liich tedious and troublous cuftome 
ot Ins is there elegant y fet torch by way of imitation* of his vain tautologies.^ »**» 
cannot tell what Jb a ll be : and what Jball be after him who can tell 0 ? Here's a great 
deal of fmall talk, you fee, to as little purpo e as may be. And fuch babblers a?e to 
be found, not a few; bunglers ye may better call them; forfo indeed they prove 
them I elves in the lfluc : dancing in the air, * like light Meteors chat wanta fuffid- 
rt 11 ?, rb U iercm CO m ^ e . : ffi eu ki»g great (welling woras of vanity p : or (if rhev 
Rumble upon a better fubjett, the high points of religion ) not (noliing Uat S 
(Peak nor whereof they affum a but doing all by roat, as Socratc?twght hi 
.tholltrs, and betraying themfelves ever and anon, by their iilping S ibboleth r 
to be hphraumtes and not Gileadites; counterfeits * or, at beft new convert 
rank hypocrites, or elfe but mdifcrect and unexperienced Chriftians.’ Fora* W n» 
dtfeern a lame man by the uncvennelTe of his legs: lo ye may a lame Chriftian (ml 
ny times) by hisunequall difeourie in divine matters. For he ufually exceeds and 
ipeaks more then his part comes to,and then he is able well to weild - or elfe his wordc 
agree not together, his fentcnces are fcnfeleflTe, and unfuitable : in a word he talks 
Ime a bungler, tint this onely by the by, and as in a digreiiion. We were fpeak- 
mg erewhile to die other extreme, and finding fault with thofe, rather, that freak 
not when they Ihould, then that fpeak when they Ihould not. 1 would not bee 
thought to inveigh againft torwardlinefte in favoury difeourfe, fo it befeafonable * 
and iober f. No: my quarrel! is rather co fuch as having both opportunity and abi¬ 
lity thereunto, are over-(hie and fhamefaft, or otherwife averfe P and awkward 
this godly conference: flying or flighting thofe many fair occafions andopportu- 
T, 0 ? 8 in u d reCC1V,ng 8 ° od thac wa V» diac God cven thrufts into their 
r-u A -a? * hac r cver y manis naturally poffcft with a dumb and deaf devil 

till Chrift ra V t0 hts Poul > E i>ph*ta be opened r. But what, I marvell, fliouid 
hmder the righteous from opening hie mouth with wifdome , when once the Law of 
God „t»h« heart h? Should not a good tree bring forth good fait? and a good 
man out of the goodtreafure of his heart bring forth good things y? Should we not, 
as the Corinthians, abound in all (p e cch, and in all wifdome y? Should we nor’ 
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with the bcleeving Romans, be filled with all knowledge and goodnejfe, able and rea¬ 
dy to admonifb -c and com lent one another in love ?’ "The hfefied Virgin could not * Pour.15.r4 
conceal the comfort (he had conceived upon the conception of her Saviour- nor 
reft, till {he had imparted it cohcr coufin Elizabeth a. The Apofiles couid not a Luk 1.3c, 
but Jl>c.:l^thc things thty had heard and feen b , they muft do it. And Saint Pant H 4 °* 
was lb ccnji rained by the lore of Chrifi c (bed abroad in his for.f that he could do cCur " 2 ° 
no Idle c'^cn ptrfwade other men to the like C'hriftian coarfe of life: yea he had ° cr ‘ 5 ' 14 
ahr.cjl pcrjwtidcd yjgrippa aljo to be a Chrifiiatt d . Holy Bradford reckoned that 1/ Aft. 2-5.28 
hour loft wherein he bad not done fome good to other, by tongue, hand, or pen. J,? - v - 
And Iiow comes it then ( beloved brethren ,• chat fuch a fore deaunefle, and dump of 
Zealand heavenly mindednefledocb haunt the hearts even of (Vo./.r hidden ora s e in cPfaI.833 
ilicfc unhappy dayes of fccuricy and forme, that yc cannot finde your tongues m 
Chriftian company, nor have a word (hardly ) to uttcr-rhcre to any good purpofe ? 

Isicbccaufe ye need not learn, or be confirmed in the prefenc truth,°thac ye are fo 
ftill ? is there nothing yet lacking to your faith or growth /, that ye arefo tongue- f t Tncf.i.i? 
tied? God J am lure hath-commanded another thing : Thus “(ball ye fay tiny' 
one to his neighbour , and tvery one to his brother ; what hath the Lord ar-fn\ rid and 
What ha'hhr Jpoken g ? And again, They (hall fraud in theWayes , and enquire for g 23 25 
• the old way h , &c. If a pafienger know not his way, vet we fav, he hath a toimtic ,} J cr * £,>1< ^ 
in his heady and he may feck direftion ; and fo he will if lie be his own worthy. 

Why then do not we, chat are travellers toward heaven, u:e our tongues when we 
meet with company, asking of one another the way to Zion with cur faces thuLr- 
W\ird , going and weeping , and /ulyigihe Lord, and flying. Come and let us joy n 
our Jel ies unto the Lord in a per petti all covenant that f,j.:ll never be forgot ten i. Js it ; j cr tj - 4 ^ 
fit to fay to God with thofe in Job , Depart from us, for Wc da frt not the knowh d^e /; jol/21.14 
of thy wajes kj or if wedo defire, are we too good to ash with the fitmuclW, S 34 

to feek with the Church in the Canticles m, co kjocl^ at the door of clieir lips for 
a fpirituall alms, who as liberall iioufe-keepers feed many »? Is it iliffenefic in us ” rov * 10,71 
thatwc will not be beholding; or bafiitl’meflc, that we would not be thotiglit too 
forth-putting? or is ic not dulncfte rather, and difr.ffccficn, thac we receive no 
more good, and iron-bowcld felfiftincfie that -we do no more good ? looking up¬ 
on our own things onely with Cain, as if we were not our brothers keepers c\ 0 Gen.4.9 
bearing fait to our Jelves onely with Ephraim p, as if the Lord would be concent f Hcf - lo -«. 
wich fuch empty vines: living and lording ic, as if our lips were our c\Yn q , and ^Gal^ 1 1 
we not bound to ferve one another in love r ,- yea, and though fire from a/f yet to T a-S ' I? 
make our felves fervants to all , that wc might cdtfrcjcmc f. "j doubt not but dumb f l ^x- 9.19 
Chriftians are as well co be dill iked and cenlin'd as dumb Miniftcrs. The man ife- 
fefiat ion of the fpirit is given to prifu with,ill t : and the Pliilippians were all par- 11 Cor 12.7 
takers, or fellow-partners of St. Pattis grace «; which he elfr-whcre rdls, the 11 : ’ hil jP - f .7 
gift be flowed on us for many .v. Why ftiould nr.yof dl tlien hide his candle under 
abttfbell ? thrufi bis hand into his bo!ora: r dig bis talent into the earth ? fliail ic . 

not be taken from us unleffc we improve it for common benefit ? and our Lives be 
laid by as broken vcffeils, whereof there is no further ufe ? How many have wee 
known in our little experience, chat once four ifired li!;; green bay-trees, and yecl-* 
ded much refrelfting,* like Jonas his Gourd; who yet ceafing afterwards from 
Chriftian exhortation, have been biafted as forward buds ^ich untimely frofts, 
and withered, as Jonas his Gourd fmitten with the worm? How is thedoorof* • 
their lips ( as one juftly complains) that whilome was wont to optn with the lava of 
grace j, now loekt up from good words, or moves as a door on rufty hinges, rProv. 31.25 
with murmuring and complaining, and fpcechcs tending rather to the perverting 
of the hearers, then godly edifying? Oh look_ upon the fields of tbefe flotbfuil 
perjons , and when yc fee them all grown over with thiftles and nettles, for want of ^Prov.24.3oj 
manuring, receive Inftrttftion * . And that’s a third life. 31,33 
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Sect. V. 


Oft. i. ' Ofe 3. Exhortation to be forward and free to aodly Difcourfc 

a Ephef.4.29 * y j j ’ 

■b 1 Cor.12.31 

Tiro V,8 T Nftn,ft / ion » and tI ) aC ‘ in , tIle ^'P° ft,CS words •• Lct ™ irrupt communication 
UJwJ* but that which is pod to the ufe of edifying, that it 

AJlibmlem may mmyergrace to to: hearers a. Covet after ftiritumllgifts, but chiefly that Je 
q mmnvisbo- may cdiy.cb. Let no man p/cafe himfelf \ but pleafe every ole his neighbour for his 

fpicit.Smliet. common comforts fweeceft loul-fccrets, fpincuall confolations, and con- 

obfer. fult-rionswith whacloever Chnftians. Bear ye one anotkirs burdens faith St.Paul 

f G i a ii d 2 7 j r f fu ^ mV Chr 7 Whac is that Iaw ? b «r it from his own mouth* 

/Jo .133,, Little children, yet a little Me lam with you : ye Jbatt feel^me, and as I /aid 

PoftcoefaLo- tint0 , tU lnvs y ""fiber 1 go, ye cannot ctme, f 0 now I fay unto you. A ncVe ccm- 
net epus ei co- maniement give l unto you, t hat ye love one another as I have loved you Crc f. 7 11 
gitatio divina. w udi fpeech o| his, our .Saviour fhews, that whereas they might be erieved at the 
mm, P Tlfvo~. ° rC ,-° hls bodily prefence, he had preferibed them a courfe tor thefupply of that 
catio adfere- ton,h>rc > Co WIC > a s loving friends and fellow-members, to fort together 5 fide to- 
bsni, Jicebat 8 < j cl,e V llv J: C °Pn r m °l e Co S ether > and b y all means poflible to delight them- 
™ a L lUIChll 1 fellown ; i P one Wlth another: than the which I know § notwhe- 

JLfihu\ ^me b be wvt ew‘ * Wh ° lc . ^ comforcabIe and Serious. Sure it 

ntft colf quh ’ A c . bo anj heaven upon earth, next unto communion with God, it is in the 
opmmrnt'<«■ communion or ..aints; which differsonely in degrees from heaven ; for there the 
mm frail:- Lord commands his bit fling, faith David, and life for evermore f 'Awav then 

aSSST folbiftvif fl ”, n ' ir ' f Cd f byr ° m 5 ’ tllM '’ c S'eft Of profitable and cora- 
r rndbrn. foltabl " with our brethren. Did Chrift leave heaven toconverfc with 

VeGeorgb j ls > and-(hall wc [tie up our felves, and live rcciufcd ? Did he, at hisreturnto 
ZB'J.V r> '^ '^thargeuponus, the very night aforehis death to loveoie 
,hJ,n±. b" s 0 gt''«r IZtfcfr d / °. w % ne g lc(S ; iE ? He dwells [till ( by the pretence of 
^M «3 3.iilt vvhvn^ni / ajfensbltes of hts Saints h- yea there lie hath a delight to dwell. 

^ “fSK'd Zi\t n l§ Z3.E w rr lm ‘ 

quoquo muh , pipUnif, hs darlings, Hts eyes were upon the fiithfullin the land that 

pertinentibus, they mignt dwell with him /, and he with them : and although a king yet he held 
ZTtt 0 to be companion to all thm that feared God, and hpt Ids fti 

Ztetdo'Xt Z eS rZe of '"T ° in thc WOl ‘ lds cyc and efteein ‘ Hence his thrift in 
de verb dom. caU bod vof Chrifth 7*7"* * °[ inci '5 dlble P rofic - Por,when the mi- 

& h r V l ^ /° ly W* 4 t0 Z' ther « net compacted, that every joynt makes 

rE&y ®24 * 7 ?h ‘"'I therC ^ a bk f ed tyiCr '«f c °f the ***** body , unto the edify he of it fit/ 

kPf/l.,4 ZZZ AS ?" tb 5 ocbcrfldc »Jt is no better then a finfull niamcfaftneffe o'r 
l Pfal.roi 6 61ancht*ptide, when Chriffians arc fo retired, or referved; chufing rather to remain 
m Pfal., ,9 6, needy, then to difeover their poverty 5 and like fooiifh and beogfr ftop keepe^ 
nEphef. 4.16 content themfelves with a vain fhew, and a few painted P a P crs § ftuft wkh ft"woe 
tags, rather then they will ufe any fpirituall trading with others or lofe the nce 
a nd opinion of wealthy men, by taking up fuch wares as they „a „\ 

-ood cominnv rh 77 ° f 7 un P r i; vided of fit ^rds, when I come into 

^ Sol. ?eed 1 ngly to feek C ° fllCW my Iicad amo ”S* them, and e X - 

hisfonnein" hems mhef 1 then wo w l!, ac ^ ^ urcl y of affeftion rather then of expreftion; of 

fersJot. ncarts rather then words, for love makes eloquence * : as vou mav lee irrthe true 

mother of the child m controvcrfie: who though a harlot and of mein rank and 

SET ■nSZSMUft P ° U , r *** ,IC '' ( f &»Bood°.’f rhecoricaHex^eflions 
0 1 King.}.17 ' „ /°'n l’ 0 fc ' n ^ > ,hou S I * a ">=>" of great majefty. and a 

P EccW.125, ?T I 3 tth t • “O' 1 all becaufe fhe loved it, it is die property of love to 
,0,II ‘ frame a mans tongue to a ready and eaf.e difeourfe of the thing beloved : as the 

fchollcf 
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fcholler of his books, the huntfman of his hounds, &c. and fo the Saints of their 
God, and the things of his kingdome: as is well to be feen in the Church in the 
Canticles, whofe heart being inflamed with the love of Chrift, her tongue was as 
the pen of a - ready Writer : it ranne with great facility and skill while Jheftakcof 
the things which fie had made of the king <]. I.et the blame therefore reft where q Pfal4$.i 
it (hould (hardly) and learn here to fault your difaffe&ion co goodneffe, in cafe you 
prove barren and unfruitful! in godly conference. 

Sect. VI. 

Helps to an holy dexterity this way. Ilow to 1. get it. 2. life it. 

B Uc what’s to bee done 'when I finde my fclfc dull and indifpofed to this 
duty ? 

Firft complain of it to God, and entreat him to opr,t thy lips , that thy mouth Anfw. 
may fiew forth bis praije. Complain of it a Ifo to others, where thou comeft. Ior 
this, at leaft, will follow; that thou (halt hereby minifter occafion of godly confe¬ 
rence, to your mutual! kindling, and quickning. When Si Us and Timotbtus came, 

Paul burn’d in fpirit r , who before perhaps, wa; not altogether fo forwardly. ?• A<f!s 18 5 
You fee how one flick kindleth another, if laid together .• nay cake me two flinc- 
ftonesand fmite them together,and although both be naturally cold,yet by mutual! 
collifion, fire will be expreffed So ’twill be here between Chrillian and Chriftian. 

Let them be never fo dry and dull to this duty, if they but begin once to bewail, 
betwixt themfelves, their prefenc indilpofedncfle, way will be made to a better tem¬ 
per. for as when wicked men are mute and all amort ( as they fay ) one evil wortf 
fees abroach many: fo will one good word draw on another among the godly, to 
the lingular advantage of the whole company. 

Secondly, make ufe of all Gods means for the greatning of this gift, the want 
whereof ye lb much bewail; labouring to abound, with cbe Corinthians, in know¬ 
ledge, faith, and utterance/: being full of all goodnefie with the Romans, able /=Cor.8.7 
to admonifh one another t , or as theft* ancient beleeversin the text, to be often »Rom 15 
fteakingoncto another by heavenly counfell, confirmation in grace, and fpincuall 
encouragement. I or this purpofe ; w Colof \r 

I. Let the word of Chrift dwell richly in you, in all wifdome , this will ena- a 1 Cor. 14,25 
Me you to teach and admonifi one another in P(dims and hymns, u C"c. l or there > J Pet 4 
is edification alfo in the appointing of fit Pfalmes .v . The holy Scriptures are KC0I.41^17 
therefore called the word, among other reafons, becaufe they fhould be the matter - r ° v _^^ 
and boundary of our words. If any fteal ( faith St. Veter) let him ftcal^ us the iEcclef j 2 r t 
Oracles rf God y . And whatever ye do in word or deed, ( faith Sc. Paul, after he 
1 had laid down this rule in fpeech ) do all in the name of our Lord Jtfus Chrift , and 
according to his word dwelling richly in you -c . They are alfocalled chieftains , J/jTim 
or leaders a , and Lords of colleftions b ( according to fomc ) becaufe they are v-jiaivovrif. 
as Leaders, and Lords Paramount above all other words and writings of men that Sairaliter* 
ever werecollefted into, volumes. Heme the Prophet fends us to the law ana to hominumani- 
the testimonies c ( tho k found words d that have a healing property in them above TeZhacane 
all filed phrafes, arid humane exprefiions) affuring us, that if any yj beak not aceor- fafu.ehquendi. 
ding to this word, it becaufe there is no light in them. This David knew, and-there- Mamin verba 
fore, By the words of thy Ups, faith he ( which I have well dtfgeftcd, and by long 
pra&ife made my proper language) J have kept me porn the path of the drftrojir, ZncsVoliZ 
and am fully pnrpofed that my mouth fiall not trar.fgrc(\c r, or paffe the bounds ; endi.Vnde A- 
to wit, of Gods holy word, which he had fet up for a Directory of all his fpceches, poftoliverbo 
both for matter, end, and meafurc. So of the godly woman it is laid in the Pro- dninoinftntfii 
verbs, that the la\X> of grace is upon her tongue f, that is, fhc was fo well verfed ^errXfrc 
in the holy Scriptures, that fhe had there-hence gathered and gotten an ability of EpifclpJSaihb 
fpeaking with profit and power in the things of Gods kingdome. in Coloff 

l. Pray for the gift of utterance, and beg the prayers of others for you, as * 

Paul doth often with greacefl earneftneffe of increaty g: and yet hee was a man ' Ephcf/tf % 
pafiUng well-fpoken, and able to deliver himfelf in as good cermes as another: but colofi.4.3 

what 
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mcoiof.4.6 
n Job 6.25 
oAfts 2^-25 
p Co!o 1 '. 4.5 
q Prov. 15.23 
r 2 Tim. 1.13 
f 1 Cor. 12.8 
t Joh.d.d8 
v Cant.5.15 

* N'ot like a 
curft cow, 
that will noc 
give down her 
m lkv but 
opening cur 
mou hes for 
ir.utuail edifi¬ 
cation. 

* PfjI.4S.i 

* Lee your 
fpeech bee 
with grace 
that ye may 
knowhow to 
anf'ver.&c. 
Co'of.4 6 . fo 
tliac by fpeak- 
ing well, we 
Icai 11 to fpeak 
well. 

y Mat.13 52 

* mrlif tt-TO- 
Jbj$f ci'?jt fr. 
1 Tim.I.15 

r coit>r.4.<s 
Non quod fan- 
per ioquendutn 
fit", efttnim 
tempus taccndi: 
fed quod cum 
toquimr , fem- 
per cunndum 
ut loquamur 
prout oportet. 
Daven 

a Prov. 10.19 

KiJM’/oTiC, a 

L uciano <£r 
Ariflofb. di- 
cuntur fluid, 
quodaptrto hi- 
anteq , ore effc, 
pkrunque flul- 
titia fitargu- 
tnentum.Pafor. 

in yttim. 
b Mac. 12.3 S 


wbat of that ? he ftw fufhcient caufe to fend to heaven for utterance and bold- 
nefle of fpeech, and to ule all the help he could make for that purpofe: Forwh. 
b.itb m.dt m.ns mottib ? W »« / the Leri h ? There may he fuel, »„i f uc h 
jvef.the heart ef . m .n, h„t, ( when all’s done ) the «„f*er ef the ,L m 
u from the Leri Let a man be as eloquent as Am*, as powerful! in the Scrip- 
turesas Aflet as.full of matter as Mlihn, who was ready to burft for want of 
TfT' o’ 'T unldlfe Codepen his lips, his mouth can never fpeak to his praife 
I his D.vtu came to fee and acknowledge upon fccond thotmhts Pf.l c, Fnr 
having promifed that his tongue fliould fing of Gods righteoufnelfe he retra*. « 
it were and correfts what he had fpoken in the next verfe. Not as’ one that rep’en 
ten ot his pronufe, but as one that had promifed more of himfelf then hewas 
able to performe , and therefore fub,oyns Leri ep,„ ,hm my Up,, W , hlH “ 
mH l ’ «£■ , U,e rea ‘ on we ^ n ° better to men. is becaufeWe fpeak ™ 
mlTm G ° d ’ “ tol P eakasm: 0“Bl>t. *?»»’«.? te» ,e eefjr reerp 

j: , Laftl )', praftfe much this duty of holy conference: run into the company 
of Gods people that fpeak the language of Canaan naturally and familiarly -and 
there mutate fuel, as are moll expert, and bed gifted that way. Accuftotne your 
fehes alfo to fpeak there f as you have occafion, right words », fober words o 
lavoury words p , fealonable words y, wholefome words r, the words of erae’e 
and of wifdome /, the words ofeternall liib t, finally all fuch words 
from thofe mwardgr.ee,. (that good treafure, as our Saviour calls it) of know' 
ledge faith, eve, joy zeal, defire, forrow for fin. &c. and advance thofemaTn 
ends Gods glory, the lalvation of others, and our own fafecy. Not barrelling and 
hoorihng up our gifts, as rich cormorants do their corn.- nor yet fo elofe and cu 
nouso our words as to lay no more in company then what may breed anplaufe 
and admiration of our worth and wiidome, as proud felffeekers: but a good 
houfe-keepers having that honey and milk of good matter under our lips * .Vat 
we may plentifully pour forth to the feeding of many *. Certainly the „;(W 
fuch (hall not perilh in the ufe as temporall commodities do *, or be the wort for 
wearing, but the better, and brighter, as the widows oyl, or plow man coTer ft 
is ufe that makes mafter.es ,n any skill, and fo in this. If /our tongue fhall ev« 
be as the pen ot a ready writer ,- mure it much to Chrift.an communist on * ft 
is prafttfei and not precepts fo much) that makes a good tribe -. and Ilthonnh a 
man beat firft buc a bungler -ac.it, yet by ufe and e\errifr alcllou S ha 

both fairly and fwiftly 4 aftera liL. I here Uon t eths fao'd dirX 
TZ Tf °" r , SaV ' 0Ur - Vhertfere, let ever? Serthe the, it .Xffj.,f< 
kegieme ef heaven he ltke unte a geei heuMder tha, briegeth ferth ei, ef hi tree 
fart ( as need requires ) both new and old y. J * t a 

Thirdly, labour and learn the well-ufing, and wife ordering chat ability of dif- 
com* and utterance you have attain'd unto. A work ofno lie pa ns ben profi 
ha. d, I confelfe but highly concerning all that would give up a comforcableaccom.1 
of the talents they have been entrufted with. And he,re (that I mav ha tcn W 

cious and worthy of all acceptation * is thatcounfell of St Pud Z f i P 

be etteep vttkgr.ee, fe.fe.ei vithf.lt, th.t 

rfilbftance WhlChKSt but hath:its weight, not a f y {labIeS 

Firft, Let your fpeech, faith he, be with <rr.tce aid m , 

mull be alway fpeaking, for in the multitude \f Word » ,^° C C l at . wC 

it is delivered wirli a i i vvictim a. 2. \V hen for manner, 

and profanely, as nei/s »ta^Ch^S'^ a^^ft 

may fliew, we are inwardly touched with the riS f 1 j ? ’ 

fDeaknor Kv rnre • . cnc majtlty ot Oods truth ; and that we 

Jpeak not by rote, but experience . as having felt the power of that vve fpeak upon 
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©ar own hearts and confciences. My heart u inditing ( or frying ) a good matter . 

/ flea^ of the thing I have made touching the king c. 3. And chiefly, when the ct fa!. 45.1 
matter of ourdifeourfe is good, and foch asminiftrech grace, (not vile) to the 11;nV*mfc 
hearers d. Not but that it may be lawfull for us to confer of morall and civill bu- 
finefle alfo, betwixt whiles : but this muff be done;, 1. More fparingly, as chiefly tfEph 
minding that One thing necejfary e 7 and mod expert in our own Countrey dialed, e Luk.itr^z 
2. Lcfle affedionately; wee may noc fhew chat earneftnene, life, and comfort ; 

here as in fpeaking of the things above. Not yfting, or fooliffj talking f > ( think / E P^ e /- 54 / 
the fame of other Jefle neccffary * difeourfes) but rather giving of thank/. There's yj/r™ 
a great deal of force lies in that word (rather.) 3. In communing of thefe com- Thac do not 

mon and ordinary things , wee fliould fhew the inward grace and fandificatio'n fo mainly 
of our hearts : foaring on high ( many times ) in a low matter ; and dill keeping C h nd h- CC f t0 ^ 
Our fouls upon the wing. As Sc. Paul, who writing to Philemon of fo mean and 
abjed an objed, as a poorvalTall and bond-flave, prefently mounteth tip into the 
very heavens, and fees a grace, a gloffc upon bafe matters by his holy charader of «t 
gracious fpeech. Our civil converfation, alfo ( and communication too ) pmtld be 
in heaven g. Laftly, our fpeech is with grace, when for the effed, it renders us t^.x/ no ph. 
gracious and acceptable in the ears of God and his people; and makes his remem- lib.ip.de ddiis 
brance of us fweet and precious when abfcnr, for the good fruit reape and received ^ f** Soc t*u 
by our company and conference, when prefenc. 

Sieut rota qua in terra voluitur, parte ima fy minima earn tangit , cater a exflat , fy tfl in alto : Sic nos oportet dteurrere ter 
hue hmilia, optima parte altos.&elevatos. Lipf in Epiflol. ri 

Secondly, let your fpeech be feafoned with fait, faith the Apofile:* he meaneth n . 

it not of fait jeafts, clofefquibs (thefome and froth of wit, as One calls them) Ten/ffm^s 
fcurrillous and bitcer frumps, fcornfull and fpicefuil taunts and abufes, impeaching ingenrjfnUri 
the credit and comfort of our neighbours: This is noc that the Apoftle here intends- i®n«« Cicero. 
but, 1. The fait of mortification, that dries up, and drives out by degrees, that h ?~ 

fuperfluous and finfiill humour in evil words, that eafily corrupts good manners h : uhlT/tlis™ 
and fets fuch a blur upon the hearts both offpeakcr and hearers, as nothing can mordeot, fid 
fetch out again but the blood of Chrift. 2. The fait of diferetion, teaching to M ^ eo gratits 
obferve all due circumflances; as when, where, and before whom we fpeak. So fhalj tJ -Chryfofl.. 
we in profiting others reap the fruit of it in our own hearts: for, as Salomon faith, sumwim 
A man hath joy by the anjwer of his mouth'. :nd a word fpoken in due (e a foil how fatemin f/bt. 
good is it i ? Good it is to the fpeakerj and good alfo to the hearers, everyway bent ’ fid***?, 
profitable, and precious, even as apples of gold in pictures of fiver* peft^q ^ 1 ^ 

fttagunt.Epifcop.Sarisb. in locum, i Prov.15.23. k_ Prov. 22.11. D. Staupidui ad Luther urn Augufls corlmCa]eUno 
Card, emparentem dixit , memor eflo> frater , te ifta in nomine bom. tioflri Jefu Cbrifli inctepijfe. Quod Verbum non quaft A 
Staupicioyfedpereum dilhmaccepit memorique animoftmpertenuit. 2 1 

Thirdly, the end of this Apoflolicall precept foilowes, and that is, thac jn? may l Prov. 15.2 
k»ow- and, how to anfwer every man. There is a Science, an Arc of fpirituall maCor.io.ij 
fpeech, of holy Rhetorick, which every Chriftian is bound to look into : ftudying n r U 
Well to anfwer before we fpeak /, keeping us carefully within our line m, both of yT/x ftamp 
our callings^ and the.meafure of the knowledge and grace that God hath given us; iorfpcedi.." 
being content to learn daily, as well how to fpeak, as how to livej'cfpecially fince o 
.we are bound to be examples to others, not oncly in faith and convention, but alfo 
t» Words, and communication n : The skill whereof is no'where elfe to be learn’d t 

but in Chrifts fchool. For though Reafon yceld usconceiptr, and Nature a tongue, *Jiuodde S*- 
yct it is God alone that can give us to fpeak^ With the tongue of the learned, to mini- hmo . ne feribi- 
fier a Word in Jeafon ; that is, to time a word 0, (as Bfaj phrafeth it) and to 
fet it upon the wheels p, (a s Solomon ) that it may run right Upon the proper ob- extendi mefi 
ject; whiles wc know, firfi:, and know how, next, to anfwer every man, whether Quafwit ver- 
he be weaker or ftronger then our felves. For one kind of anfwer will not ferve to M ilU, & 
lores of i^cn, but diferetion is to be ufed here, as much as in any thing. * Eve- re ~ 

ry godd raa’a » (lot capable of every good fpeech, nor any man at all times alike. fernflt.Ecclef. 
Some weaker Chriftians, as they cannot bear all exercifes of religion cp , fo nei- s2.iyJE.pifop. 
thcr all kinds of difeourfes of religion. The Hebrews (fuch was their mskilfulneffe Sarisb in Coh 
snthe wqrd of right coufneffe ) had need of milk* find not of fir ong meat r . Him rfjcbsii’r 

Q^q q that * * h * 






8x4. LheRighteous mansRecompence. 

f Rom. 14.1 that u ***kM f a * l K faith Paul , receive you, but not to doubtful deputations f Holy lob 

1 lob. 13.5 wifheth that his friends would bold their peace , that it m.ght be imputed to them for 

*£ci if wi J domt - becaufc theyfpoke many good things, but befidcs the purpofe, and 

7Prov.16.24 hls prefentneceflity . For to him that is in mifery pitty jhould be {hewed from his 
* Iob.2312 friend u. To fuch we muft give good words and comfortable x pleafant words, fuch as 

* 1 Thtf. 5 - may be frveetnejfe to the foul , and health to the bones y, and more efteemed then 

14,11 neceffary foodz^c. comfort the feeble minded , fupport the weal ^ be patient toward 

all men: addreffe your felves wifely to each mans neceflities. and Hate of foul, 
and fo comfort your felves together , and edifie one another (faith the ApojfHe to his 
Theflalonians ) even as alfoye do a. 

And as for fuch as are better then our felves, and beyond us in gifts and abili¬ 
ties. 1, Asatfeafls and publike meetings, we give the firft place to the more ho- 
b Job.32.tf. nourable, foyeeld to fuch prioritie of fpeech as Elihu b , iaying our hands upon 

17,18 our mouths (though top-full of matter, as he ) till our turns come, which they 

chat do not, but interrupt anddifturb their betters by their talkativenefle,as they 
bewray their own indiferetion, fo they do no fmall wrong to the whole company 
being herein at leaft, worfe then the foolifh Virgins (faith one) who defired not to 
cMat.25.8 put out the lights of the wife, but oneiy to fhare with them <■. 2. Be fure to 
put the abler fort of Chriftians upon fuch difeourfes as are moft proper, and 
wherein they are moft excellent , obferving well their fingularitie of gifts and 
- fpccialty of endowments, wherewith God hath graced them, and accordingly 
/Math 7 6 framin S your queftions, and calling forth theoccafions. Many a good difeourfc 
Oaaeiraunw- buried ir Vthc brefts of abler Chriftians, and all bccaufe the well is deep (as fhe 
lit 4 % agilis laid) and there wants a bucket dm Some Chriftians you fliallfindemore dexterous 
*£/”* ■ and fufficient at difeuffing of controverfies, fome in refolving of cafes fome in ex- 
rHeb.12.22. P?. undin g feriptures, fome in comforting of confciences,fomeindiTcerningand 
difeovering the devils depth, and fetches, fome in one thing, lome in another, 
fcI0b.31.13 whenfoever youcomeinto the company of fuch, know that there is a price put 
a Aft.18.25. into your hands e, and fee that ye negleft it not. K 

,. ?• Be ffi11 Siting , and gathering from fuch .• exaft of your felves a fenfible ad- 
wProv.20.3. to your talents by treading with thefc fpirituaf Merchants • who having 

, found the pearl of price themfelves, do daily cafl pearls before others in their graci- 
3 ZZ*Zi, °u s Ipceches /, if we have but grace to pick them up. This were the way to be a* 
blc to anfwer every man for their fpiritual ufe and benefit. Up therfore and be 
XtAv'u ym- as ye have any opportumtie. Beftill fucking from the wifer fore of godly 
.. # P'OP 1 ^ as the bee from the flower, fhe will not off, ye know, till fhe have got 
XE fomwhatouc of it) ftoringup in your lives that which may help in time of fpen- 
Salrenti aqua- word °f exhortation g from thofe chat come fhort of us: 

jumfonti «n- j° d,d dUfofes from jethro y David from Abigail , Job from the raeanft of his fervanti, 
dasfitollas % ne c h being ready to learn of any body *, as knowing we have caufe to fay with 

SSw ty' 1 ) l* m r r ‘ ,h,n "0 man • *"***•» »« the mderJhmSw «f 
dn hefeit. Sci- ? ma f ^ ^ uc * roni thofe that excel us we fhould covet it, drawing and drain- 
enti^doctntii mg from them that milk, and honey that lies under their tongues/. Counftlinth 
oJJidoAleedi- heart of a man, is like deep water: but a man of undemanding will draw it out. And 
wfiStoid- . th 5® orc . he draws * L the morc bcaddes to his own skill, and the others ft ore: 
«ww. 1C bci ?g here as Wlth wells and fountains, which are bettered by drawing, a» 
Pafil longfince obferved 4 and is found true by experience &c. 


b Job.32.tf. 
17,18 
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< F‘be ‘Fjgbteous mans Rfcotripence. 


CHAP. V. 


Doftt.ini. The text further expounded ; a„d reithal the D,Bn„e of God, „acMe 
acceftmce of oar ttf right performances propoumket. J S 

Then they that feared the Lord , fpake often cneto another : and 
the Lord hearted andheardit &c. 

rjEre begins the fecond general part of our Text, and that's Gods Dart Th«, 
iJL had done their heft endeavour amidft an ungodly nation, for they LjdZ 

fttatton of the bad, and confirmation of^tbe Irette/fort oTneonle' ^Thne 

i b rfo| 00d d 0U h Sbl i rie a0d ben , ir . th ™ rd ' , «.hoth within doore and with- 
out, at home and abroad .- among their foes on the one hand, and their friends 
on the other. But what does God in the mean while ? Verily no man ferveth 
God for nought , as thofe wicked would needs have it : beino (rher Jn lr 
leaft beyond their father the devil, in lies and blafDhemi«^ ^ he ^ ein ac 

are bountiful witneffes, the words following the Lord hea^J?^** 
He heard not oneiy bu’t hearkened and hea!^ whi^ 

our of a very heedful hearer % one that is much taken with tlfe difeourfe ■ accord* ' 
mg to that of the Prophet , The eyes of them tbit fo (h-ll H j , 
eaesefeh^haeheafaU h’e,rke„ / Tis fomwhat to f'fXf'JrTZfZ ‘ 
ken. andjhenr for .t .mports not attention oneiy but affeflion too-whether of Brief 
ordelight, as the matter calls for. Jt was not then a little or lish’treeardfoe lord 
had tohrs people here, when they thus gat togethe, and fpake togHhefofhim 
and his name but ,t appears that he took fpecial notice of it, Cfor heheard land 
fingular content m rt, (for he hearkened and heard) which s a degree beiond 
.he former, in (hort he was much affefted and delighted with their S 
fpecchcs, and other religious performances.- and therefore earneftiy lifteneiF and 
laid Ins ear clofe to theit gracious lips, aslothtolofe any particle ofthatoreci. 
ons language.- what may we hence obferve but this? ^ 

« n J| hat t L ° rd lS r ty i mu ? h taken, and marve iouny well-pleafed with the Dc 
godly conferences and other holy performances of his faithful people 


* geftKt dilU 
genter aufcub 
t antis. 
Shlndlertin ! 
STO? 
b Efay.32.3 


Sect, i; 

77 ;r doHriue confirmed by Scripture. 


Tl il, iocommand. 0 f’d iS ’| t | I, r tt r e Lor l evcr y w,,ert almoftin holy feripture, 

tours a S TTathefoi„ f denK°fni [° pcafed T h 0ura ece(fe, that lie follicles fui- 
exfoan^of h s bleffinnf r r/ bar S a “'usforfervice inlueof his love,in 
and '°rJMa- fr S - ,fiTe mc >™<ftr*u., W I Ml bear thee. 
niindf> n.. ■ 1 . This the people of God (knowing his 

as /.cJSRm vo'wnf 0 h and ln ” a p cllerali:l ' ,es unto by covenant on their part: 
Meebmmt vow of his, upon the way to Val^Jam, ifGci faith hfteih 
Q-Itja b c 
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The ‘Righteous mans Recommence. 

be with me antl kfcp me&c. Then fhali the Lord be my God, and I mill build hint 
An houfe , and pay him tith of cdlf. So David in his pcenitential, Reflate unto me the 
]oy oftby falval ion,then ivtll J teach tranfgreffottrs thy way. Deliver me from blood- 
guilt ineffe, Jo jhall my tongue png aloud of thy righteoufneffe a 4. Hence it is, that 

the Lord fo chides and blames his people for doing him no more, no better fer- 
vice. ivhy do ye fpeud money for that which is not bread? and your labour for that 
which profiteth not* hearken diligently unto me h &c. And again, why will ye not 
come unto me that ye may have life# ? And hitherto ye have asked nothing in my 
name: ask and ye {hall receive, chat your joy may be full 5. Laftly he fignifieth 
andfealcth up his good, account, and dear acceptance of our fervicc, when he 
can come by it, by the abundant content and complacency he cakes therein. He 
delighteth not in the ftrcnglh of an horfe, he takes not plea] are in the legs of a mam 
the Lord takes pleafurc in them that fear him, m them that hope in his mercy l See 
this in two or three powerful expreflions, and love-breathing paflages in that fong 
offongs. O my dove that art in the clefts of the rocks , m the fec-et places of the flakes 
(1. thou that art hid and laid up as a jewel of price, in the golden cabinet of my 
gracious providence, and fo fet fafe out of the gunfhoc of hels power and policy} 
Shew me thy fight ( I. Appear often before me in holy ducies) let me heir thy voice 
(viz.) lift up in prayer, godly conference &c. ) for thy yoke is fiveet and thy 
countenance comely m ( fo it teemed to hitn that had made it fo by h:s ccmelincflc 
put upon her; and alfo accepting her for fuch, all wants and weaknefles not with- 
{landing.) So in another place. Thou haft ravifJjed my heart , my ftfler, my 
fpoufe, thouhaflravifbedmy heart with one of thine eyes, ( that (ingle eye of thine 
lift up in praier, and heavenly contemplation ) with one chuL.c of thy nec!^ n , 
( thy profcfllon and prattife of my Iawes and ordinances: which is as an orna¬ 
ment of grace to thy head, andchaines about thy neck 0 .) Loc here the I.otd 
Chrift himfelf, that was not moved one, whit with the proffer of the whole 
woild, and all its glory p , is yet loft in love to afanftified louie: his heart 
wounded and wonne by her religious deportments. So verfc xi. .of that 
fame chapter, Thy lips , O my fpoufe, faith he, drop as the heny-comb, bony and 
milkjtre under thy tongue q . Behold how fweet to Chrifts palat arc the graci¬ 
ous words of his people : fwccter then any hony to his mouth r . Nay he 
eateth not only of th,cir hony, but of their hony-eombe too, and drinkes nut of 
their wine alone, but of their milk alfo ; takes content not only in their more 
excellent, and more exquifite performances, but in their meaner fervices too; he 
not only bottles up their teares, and bookesup their praiers / and fruitfull con¬ 
ferences , but harkens even to the Jighs of his prifoners t , nay to their breathing 
u alfo and their chatteriugs ; as of Hez.ekjah, who was fo eppreft with grief and 
extremitie, that he could opt fpeak but chatter x only, when he came cop; ay; 
and yet the Lord took fuch delight in that he did, ( wcake though it were) 
as heprclcntly bad Ifaiak ( before he was yet gone out into the middle of the 
court ) turne again with a quite contrary meflage •• Yea and yeeided him more 
then he asked; full fifteen yearcs y , which we commonly call two mens lives, 
with advantage. He asked of thee life , faith the Plalmift, and thou gavtft it 
him , even length of dayesfor ever and ever z. . 


Sect, II. 

The Doftrine confirmed by reafons from Cod the father. Son 
^ and Holy Ghofi, 


N Ow the realon of thisfo gratious difpofition and dealing of the lord, with 
his faithfull people refpeft6 either him, or them. 

The firftReafon from Cod hath a threefold profpeft: for; it. lqok« i» to¬ 
ward the Father, 2. toward the Son, 3. toward the Holy Ghoft^fe 

For the Father firft:: It muft be confidcred, that originallydl^Hpc mercy 
moves him hereunto, without the leaft concurrence or ccntruffitPn of any 

- worth 


The Righteous mans Recompence. 

wo; th or desert at all in the creatures. He takes plcafus ein the faints and their 
facrificcs, omy for the good plcafures fake of his own will. Of his own will 
begat he us by the word of t,uth , that we Jhould be a kjndc of firfl-fruitcs ef the 
creatures a . And of the fame his own will, doth he take delight in the duty 
we do him, being thus begotten .• that like as naturall parents delight to hear 
their own little ones prattle, or do fomc fmall chare, and think it fine and hand- 
{otnc, when others think it foolifli and troublcfome. So it is between God and 
his deare children. Any good thing from them is very good, takes wonder¬ 
fully with him; and although it were cafie for bis pure eyes b tofindc out many 
flawc*in their belt workes ( as good Nchemiah well law, end therefore craved 
pardon c lo oit of his zealous reformations} y at he feeth no fin inf-cob d . Q r 
if he Ho ( as indeed he doth ) yet he fpares them as a man fpateth bis ewr. fen 
that Jtrvi’tb him e . Fhi- is God the father. 

Secondly , it i; for God the bons lake ; and by mcanes of his merits 
and mi-dut.on, that our fervices ( Ample as they are} findcany grace or favour 
with die Almighty : whilft our wants go cover’d with Chrifts intcrccftion : 
aii-i oi;i Uiire and (ctvicesare followed in heaven by hisadvocat.011 f . Lot k 
wliar ever holy duty we performe, the Lord Jduss (themediatour of rbe new 
Covenant, ) not only pretent-it to his father, but refines ic firft and perfumes 
it wi.uhis odours g . And hence it is that God finclf s a iwccc favour of reft 
and peace from our fi.cr fi-.es, which cllc would ltmck woric in h;s 110- 
ffnls, then the onions and ga lick ol the Egyptian fiefh-pot*. Hence that of the 
A pottle, By him let m offer the facrifue of p-.aife ( audio any ocher fpirituall 
fervice, that fh nil fin He acceptance ) 10 God com install) h . Aid, by him ire 
have ucccffe, by one ffir it, unto the father i . This was (hadowed out ( of 0I0 ) 
by the door of the tabernacle : which a -it never was or any hard or debarring 
matter, but of a vetlc eafily penetrable; ioatthepallion of our-saviour it did 
(or ic> own accoid ) r.nd in funder ; tofhewom eafie uiccfTe unto,and high 
acceptance with G >d in atv. holy duty, through Chnft the peace-maker k. • 
Thi-all'o was notobfcurely ry pified by the high Prieli’s plate, wherein was fairly 
engraven, Holi affc ,othr Lord : w hich was to be upon bis forehead, the fore¬ 
front of his miter , that he might be arc the iniauitie of the offerings, which the 
children of hracl fheuld offer in all their holy oft rings, and it Jhould be alW'jy 
tn his forehead to m.:kt them acceptable before the La-d l . J 

But thirdly,34) it is Dy the mercy of the father and the mc> it of thcfon,fo is it alfo 
by the hand of the holy ghoft upon them, that God is ib greatly phaled wi:h 
the iuitc s and fervices ot his people, the Ap ft.c* inltancet m no rdipious duty 
we n ay fafely extend it to all the reft. Likewife, faith he, the fpim helptth our 
infirmities m , lie lets his tliouldcr to the work togerh.r with us, as the w'ord 
there imports. For we( filly foules ) know not what w? fhould pray for as we oupht 
We neither know what fo> the mat.cr, nor at we ought to - the manner. But thi 
fptrtt u felf ( againft all the roarings and repinings'of the fl;fh > muketh loud arA 
Jhrt/l tntcrceffionsfor us in this cafe with groaning: which cannot be uttered ' • 
and that thus. 

1. He lets us fee our want of God, which nature ftudioufly covercrh. 

2. He Jets before us the excellency and worth of finding favour with God • 
the thought whereof never encereth the naturall mans heart n . 

3- He fhrreth up and kindleth in us ftrong afte&ions in prayer, dicta tine 
Words and expreflions anfwcrable to thofc affcaions. 

In fhort, he workts all our workes in ns 0 , as the prophet faith : for W'C 
cannot fo much as fu/pirare, unlcfTc he do firft infpirare , breath out afi’h for 
im, except the (pint do firft breath it into us. Much Lift can we make an erfedu- 
au and comfortable prayer, or do any thing cite, that’s cruHy good without 
im. Sithpraver ( think the fame ftill of any other holy duty i is the bre. th 
ot cnelpirit, the pulfe of th fpiritwithout whom, wh^t is praver df* but an 
-mpty ring, a tinkling Cymball ? Pray ( faith Sc. Iude \ in the holy ghofi. - And 
’ 00 et ft fc ar cketh the heart, will eafily know the minde of the fpirit , that he 
mercedeth for us according to God q , or worthy of God, and to his ercateft 
UKing. Such another phrale the Apoftle hath of Godly forrow. 2 Cor. 7. 
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where he calleth it , A/orro)b according to God r, thatisa fpirituall god-like (or- 
row , and inch as illiieth from the fpirit of God. For the wind mafl blow ere 
the waters flow f faith the Prophet. And it is the fire of the fpirit (iaith a Divine ) 
in our hearts ( as in a ftill) that fendcih up thole dews of repenting tears into 
our heads, that drop forth of out eyes. Think the like of chnitian watch- 
fulncfle : Even Tetcr , fames , and John , ( thofc pillars t , ) w iU be 
ready to fleep and buckle; yea and that in the houre of temptation u too if the 
Ipiric do not quicken them,and as it were hold up with forks their heavy eye-lids 
Aqdfor reading of the Scriptures, look how the Philiftincs could never under- 
fraud Sampfons riddle, till they plow’d with d’^/ovr.hcifer **, fo neither can we 
conceive or rclifli the deep things of God without the ayde and alfiftancc of the 1 pi¬ 
nt of God 7. As on the other fide : With this holy Ipiric, and by it, wc are 
fitntlificd unto obedience, and firing 0 f t h e blood of fe/us purified in obeying 

the truth unto unfained love of the brethren a , quickened unto allgoodnej/e 
rightcoufne/fe and truth b , caufed to keep Gods commandements c, himlelf 
fecang us to work * , working all our wo<ks for us d, fanftifying all the works 
of our hands, yea fanftifying the offering up both of our icives and ou-- lerviccs 
t°C,°d } as the Altar fanttifies the gift c, and opening us a welcome accefie to 
to God mall our performances /, who as he knowes the meaning and min.ic of 
hu /pint g, fu he cannot but accept thatlacnfice that is k.odlcd bv the fire of his 
own fpirit upon thc a ue Altar Chrift, his own ion. This is the fiiIt Reafon ta¬ 
ken from the three perions in the Godhead. 

8 E CT. III. 


The DoUrine further confirmed by rcafonsfrom the Saints. 

Colof. 3 .i2 '"■pHc nextrefpeaetb the faints themfelves , whofe perfons, fi ft, ar eelcEl. he- 
a*™¥ ov ' d ' wh f <e performances in the lccond place have a true and rc- 
• 1 goodnefk in them, and arc therefore dearly accepted, and highly accounted of 
m the fight or God. , 0 3 

*1*007.7 .1 ?°k tl ’ C fi M •’ J' C ? n . nn , t bc dcnicd but ,ba t b y nature all are alike hatcfi.il to the 

Almighty : Nether is ,t for any goodnefle he d,kerns in onemorc then another, 
that he puts any difference. He loves his people merely became hr Irve, them h . 
the ground of his love being only in himlelf. He adoptschemariWwioife 
IE P h..4 fto'dti , without the Icaft deleft in himlelf, ordcle.cinthe 

ft.Efth.2.10 £ rca t urc - It is otherwife with us then it was with thole maids in Akfimvo/b 

J^Pnh’l 6 ^ r* XS j? C: j thC - y WCl e P 0: tunied atld purified afore he chofe one for hiral..-If k,. 

Ep -5 26 God found us in our blood when he laid unto us live l - and Cbriftgave himlelf 

for his people that he might/antHfic and prefent them to himjelf a r/oAous r-mrch m. 
Wbat was Aarons rod better then the reft, that ic alone fhou d bud,and the rrft 
flNum „ _ {yedryby it« ? every name was alike written in their rod : there is m difference 

" Num * 178 m the letters, norm the wood.- Ids Gods choile that trade t ho dift.nftion. So, 

whatwasthe floore ofajebufite to the Lord above all other Codes to build an 
I 1 Cor.47 A C , ar ? n aker th j ? gln S P la S uc »n Davids time of As in places, lo in per Cons G«d 
Z akptb P » and thaE is cver wonhieft that he plcairth to aaept. 

q 2 Sa.24.25 a Jebufitc by nature, but made a Profelj te by g. acc, ci veth his freehold 

as a King to the King q. This deed of his, or rather this wo'k of Gods free 
rZach.p.7 gra ^?? 15 ^ng after remembred by the prophet ( as fome not improbably inter¬ 
pret him. j Fkyon/ball be as the Iebufite r , Thatis, fay they, the barbarous 
people of Paleftina fhatl be as the famous Araunah t by kindred indeed a Tc&ufire, 
r t i by u ° ds gr 2 a ?“ s acce P tat i° n and adoption an Ifraelite. Like as ( clfcwbere ) 

*2sSS; 7 .2S l e *t r r r! C was b l hl f C0Unt 7 an I fmaclitc /*, is for his faith and relig.on called 
an Ifraelite t. So then to lumm up this reafon ; albeit by nature thet's never 
a better of us; but all are in the fame hatcfull and wofull condition:' all cur out 
01 the lame cloth, as it were ( the fheers only going between .- ) Yet when grace 
*2 Pet. 1.4 once comes and lets a difference, when that divine nature u (as St. Peter callcth 
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it)istransfufecI into a man, and ^begins t^bHikcunto God in Come tmthTf 
rcfcmblance, the Lord cannot chufc but love and delight in his own image where 

Tlf-ftVS' ri h NoW *--■ Of iuch being once in acccpcm'on thiooah 

xfc tjods beloved one .v ; their facrifices cannot but be well accepted alio 
Thus the Lord had refpeft to Abel and his offering, to M*/; and hi!S f 
to ^ 7 Wa nd his inccrceffion for Sodom,, to Jobs requeft for his friends” to 
for hi* people, lo VattlsSor thofein the Chip. Will you know a reafon ? 
Abel was a righteous perfon 7, Noah his favourite i, Abraham his friend lob 
his fervant a . David his corculum b or darling. ‘Taulhh elcft vefTdi r Hmrn 
thmr high acceptance in the court of heaven : and hence that fingular dehchc and 
complacency that God took m their Cervices. For, though the facrifife of the 

ThK1nnZ?T™ tt0 * t0 n f' the prayer of the upright is his Light d 
The blood of a fwmc is as well coloured and as fair, to fee to, as th- blofd of a 
fheep : but the former was an abhomination to the Almighty, and prefent dcarh 
to the party that brought it; when the later mi 2 ht with good lcav/and fikine be 
accepted^° UC h ' S ^ ^ thc <aCnficCr dcpart C with thc Pelican ) juflifledlnd 

clt^ SthQ{ Z°t w ? wcrc fp calc,n 8 to; rrCpefting the Cervices of 
Gods people: in all which there is fomething of Gods, and fomethin” of their 
own. lh „ later God gracioufly overlooks, taking noticeTnlyof ht ow 
pa; tin thacwc do and hi nee our acceptance. Jf this be not plain enough take 

the h h.h,r The f°‘ d Pad -‘r r^ pi;0p l <:bybi ' (piritinto 8 ood work, by governing 
thnnik rn A “ fuPed > a " d producing therchencc arts of grace: which 

though mixed withi corruption as from ns ( for who can bring a clean thing oat 

imnerfrfl-' 2 " ' ? - |Yctare tbc f S ood before God, who winks at the 

Z P nd ? ! . and bavea truegoodnelle in them, being therefore denominated D 
and called fromrhe oetter part, good works/, good ftuites v, fruits of the So, t 
nek, who cxcrtifeth out faith, hope, love, zeal, feat of Cod, hnrtili'y and >■ 
other graces,,,producing them. Whenceitis, thaJpafling by iufirmTes inJhe V 

Lnhe? s °n 1 ^r P f On J l ‘, OUr -r l,gi0U5 Performances a sfrLIf.h ZlXe- 1 
upon he is pleafed to feed heartily .• the Church her felf ( as knowing like another k 

ilTr , f \ VOUry ! neaC a ? hc beft l0TCd > rnviting him thereunto f i/Zb/ ‘ - 


* Eph.x <5 
o yiya.T 3 -»iA~ 
v 

y Heb.i 1.4 
^ Gcn.6.8 
a Iob.i.8 
b 1 Sam. la 1*4. 
c Aft.p 15 

d Proves 8 
PW4.3. 


Sect. iiii. 


Vfi I. Its olhermfe r/uli the rvicled. Their per fas An bat'd,,b,ir ?'rf,rm M c,s 

rejected, and why. 

F Or Ufe of this point; Godgivcsdiiigenthecdto, and takes great pleafure in We. i. 

the religions performances of his faithluil pcopieithis.as it muft needs be marve- > 
uus comfortable to the faints, fo it cannot but be exceeding terrible to th ™wkk- 
' ,h “/* rS)itkfm otherwife, if they mark ,t 
c n "i,' y . arc r a mth * c " r f e , even with Cains curie, the Lord hadnore- 

neitter ,S h J S /r crificc c “' lc . whom thc Lord would not anfwer r»<s™.4.s 

herbydreames, nor by Unm, nor by prophets n \ with Meatscmk, he »■*»•»«.« 

Sr’l /n o 7 " p r“y> the Prophet, hue fl,M f reZl : 

T m 'T l Wh ° Crytd ° M ' bM thm ” m » /™ them, 
tea, to the Lord but he aufVcered them not p. Or if he do hear them < as h- did 

tad'XnthaVh 0n ' &Ch AM 7 1 , my '|" d «illhimlelfr ) yetitisfotnoothelj^V*^. 
^hJ^T,h^ /l.d m P. T' U P°" 1 tlrem. the more juftly, uni ceufume them After be \ \*Ng 
farther mifehiff ^ P rePervauon ls no better then a relervation to fome Clofh.14.20 

and tvoTtWh-^ for rh° ^ owncs b p °P iu ch s and tutnes the deaf ear unto them .- 
4 ee “oi” among many. Fitft they cannot prefent him 
y leryice truly good and acceptable fo long as they are out of Chrift All *■ Heb.n.tf 3 

their 
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their a ft ions naturall, civill, recreative, religious, arc abborr.ina cion. Not the 
u Prov.21 4 plowing u oncly, but tlic prayer of the willed is x , faith Solomon. Pray 
xProv.15,3 they cannot indeed, ( to fpcak properly ) becaufe they want the Ipiric of prayer: 
y Zuch. 22 -jo c i iat fpiritof grace and of deprecation y . Say they may, ( with thofe many in 
the Pl'cilm ) Who will Jbt iv us any good ? but pray they cannot, as there. Lord lift 
* Nuni 4 25. IO tmu rt P tln thy countenance upon u s z .. Wifn they may with Salaam, the 

b Pliil.2f.p Soothfaycr, O let me die the death of the righteous, and let my l.jl end bee like unto 
c Mart. 12 34 his a . but J tis a David oncly that can pray in like caIc; Lord tah nut away my 
^wlri' 22 2? fwlVcitb friars, nor my life With bloody men b. The fame we may fay concerning 
/Hoii'io.i 5 * Chriftian conference, or any other holy duty whatfoever. How can y c which are 
£0111.5.1 evil \\nak_good things , faith our Saviour to the Pharifccs c ? Speak they may, 

Spin cricH (no doubt) and fpeak they do many times, more then their part comes to, or then 

mce ft fo/a r tliey ,iave any cliank tor ' Yca i " 0od ^ings cllc y may fpeak, materially good I 
drop/bertiifc mean, and to the great good of the hearers, as thofe that prophccicd in Chrif>s 
lie co. ih not Name, and yet were (hut out of heaven d. Put for no good to chcnifdvesatall, 

bee fjveH becaufc they fail (till in the good they do, either quoad fontem, or quoad fincm. 

ftid h h- U -aw HC they bring not forth thofe goud things out of tie good tnJurc of tleir 

110 excdlcn- ****** c > thc Y vvanc a g°°d principle of grace within, or elfe they have not right 
cy in i-, he aims and intentions in the good they do, 1 hey bring forth fust 10 tin mji l v« wich 
defired r rot Ephraim/, when the Church (o' tocher fide) keeps her fait for her beloved it. 
tl -rr^re nd 1 leek morc tIlc a Ppl*™fcof men, then Gods arproof in their religious uifeour- 
th/„ ? hr his * cs 5 and the relief of their necdlicies, more then the fencing forth or ^ods glory 
prayers in their prayers and other fervices. which they per forme to V,od more out of car- 
JhonM net nailfelf love then any true delight in the duty, will he delight him .< lj (faith 'fob 
lo Ot the hypocrite ) in the Almighty ? will he alwayes call upon Cod h ? 

And that’s a lecond reafon why God rejects their ilrvices: which as they are 
not right and reall, lo neither arc they condant and contmmil. in an extremity, 
haply, or when they have not whither die to turne them helves, then God fnall 
hear of them, then they runne with Joab to the horns of Cods Akar, which in 
i pfal.26 5 prolpenty they feldom or never cotnpafTcd /. Then they catch at Gods gt.od- 
ne/Te, as a drowning man at a little twig, which while infeupon the those, he ne¬ 
ver lookt after: then they cry and roar for mercy, which till then they defpifed, as 
a pril'oner at the barre, or as a pig that’s to be flickt.. Lut all to no purpofe j the 
jullice of Cod fo ordering of it, and not without their own de/erc procure« it. 
tor to feck God in extremity onely, is no proof of a mans piety, no rri.dl of im 
true affeftion : but favours ibongJy of felf iovc and h\ pocrille. " L a r, dog i.e ried 
upftiorc, and when he is Jningcrbic he will howl, and" be heard cJ ti.e homeover. 
And verily fuch fervice, done at fuch times, and by Inch perform, C od no more 
regards then a man would do the howling of a dog They low! : .pou uurr Udsfw 
lHof.7.14 C0¥n and faith hiofea k, they roar as bulls chat are baited /, iaiti, l-.je); 
l Efay 51.20 and God muff come quickly to their help, orellehc comes too lute/for they will 
try another courfe. 

And that’s the third defeft Cod findes in the pretended fervices of unfanftified 
miSam.13.8 P erfons 5 they are impatient of delayes w. th Saul w, they caimoc iwy, they can* 
not wait, they will not be deferr’d. if God come not the looner, they-betake 
themfelvcs to their own fhifts, and leek co help chemlelves another way : like the 
Chinns that whip their Gods when they anfwer'tbem not; or that refolute Rufus, 
that painted God upon the one fide of h;s (Field, and the devil on the other, 

* si tu me no- wic h thls inscription : if thou wilt not have me, here’s one will be glad of me*: 
fcjfle rogitat. or that de>pcrate King of ifrael: Behold, faith he, this evil ts from the Lord, and 
n2liing.d.33 what fbould I wait for the Lord any longer n? Lo this is the guile and difv’fiti- 
on of a godleffe perfon; He feemeth to ferve God fometimes, bur indeed it 
is to ierve himfelf upon God : who, if he will not be at his beck, and come at his 
111™'?- 7 wh,ftle > away to the Witch of Endorxvith Saul 0 , to the god oi with A- 

1 Judgfio .6 p , to Baalim and Afbtarotb, with the revoked llraehtes y. And thcre- 

rEzck. 14. 3 fore the Lord either anfwers them not at all, makes no reckor.ingof their devoti¬ 
ons, or fhapesthem an anfwer according to the Idols oj their heart ' r- as hue did 
thofe ancient Idolaters. Tc have forjaken me, faith the Lord , and jet up other 
Gods: wherefore (take it for an anfwer) 1 will deliver yon no more. Go and ay 

unto 
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unto the godr which ye havechofen, let them deliver you in the time of your tribuU- " 

tion f. As forme, I will go and return to my place t , and wo be unto you when fjudg.10.13i 

J depart f 0m you u. Oh when it is come to chat once, that Gods foul fhall tak,e J 4 ‘ 

uo pleafure m a man, chat .v Gods foul (hall depart or be dis oynted fromhimy that not r Ht >f 5-«5 

his fenfes onely (hall be offended but his very foulfhaU hate his new moonss, and iScb^U 

appointed f saps, when he fhall go to feck the Lord with his facrifices, and (hall j jer.6.8 

notfindchtma ; I know not whether there can befal a man a more hard and hor- 

rid condition upon earth. Oh therefore the madnefle and mifery both of thefe 

Wicked and wretched men and women, that are out of Chrift 1 would God their * Ho ‘ 5,6 

eyes were once opened, that they might fee their rueful plight and efface, and at 

length difeern that direful dilemma, that fin and the Devi! hath driven them to. Do 

good duties they muft.or be damned for their negleft: and yet they are damned alfo 

for doing them,becaufe they do them no betcer^chat 1 fay not double-damned, and 

that for this very offence,if they had done no more.-fuhdifpleafing fervice is a double 

difhonour to God, becaufe wedifpleafe him in that, wherein he fpecially lookech 

co bepleafed. How then may we run by this firft ufe with terrours into the eyes 

and ears of unregenerate perfons? but all to no purpofe, (no though we could call 

handfuls of hell-fire into their faces) except God pieafe to breakup their hearts, 

and pierce their inwards. Rebeccah may cook thevenifon, but ’ti % lfaac mutt give 

the blefling, we may cry out upon them with all our might, and forewarn them to 

fee from the wrath to come b, butunlefle God fpeak withal] to their confciences; 

and (thrufting his holy hand into their bofomes,) pluck off the forskin of their hard 

and brawny hearts, noching will work or take impreliion, till out of the bottom 

of hell they roar and bewail their own madneife with defpcrace and bootleflc 

teares. 


Sect. v. 

Ufe 2. admonition. Let the wicked breaks of their fins , that they lofe nos 
their fervices. 

X 7 \ 7Hich to prevent, come we now to a fecond ufe of Exhortation. And this yfe.a a 

V V we addreffe unto two forts of men. 1. To all unregenerate and wicked 
people. 2. To thofe truly religious, that are thus highly accepted and favoured 
(with Daniel c ) in the court ofheaven. cDan.9.230 

To the wicked, tirft, Godfatth what Lift thou to do to declare myftdtutes t or that •. 

thou, jhouldeft take my covenant in thy mou.h ? fo long as thouhateft inftruttion , 
and caft eft my words behinde thee d> ever, the facrifee of the wicked is an abomina¬ 
tion, faith Solomon, how much more when he bringith it with an evil he arte. As who l6 > 

Ihould fay ; though fuch a man have never fogood a meaning to ferve Godin l7 PPOvaia7 
his facrifice, yet he doth worfe then lofe his labour, when hedothhis beft.for * irQV,2, ‘ 7e 

he committeth that which is abomination before the Lord . and fo in feeking to 
(hun hell, he doth but take pains to goto hell. And to the fame purpofe another 
Prophet, He that kfleth an oxe, faith he, (unleflc withal! he kill his corruptions) 
is as well- plcafing to God as if he few a man. He that facnficeth a limb (unleflc 
1 /r f r *^ ce hi* luffs too) is as if he cut of a dogs neck. » he that offsreth an oblation (un- 
, " 1e P r y enE a Jf° his body a living oblation, holy, acceptable to God*) is as if , Rom . ■ , 
heoffered [wines blood : he that burnetii incenfe fif it ffink of the hand that burneth /if a i .66^. ' 
!t) is as tfhe blefed an tdolf. Even your incenfe is abomination g faith the Lord to g Ifai.1.13. 
thofe^ facrifeingSodomites h. Lo there, that precious perfume made up with fo MCii.s.io, ? 
tnaBy fweetfpices,andfragrant odours, ftanck odiounyin Gods noffrils, he could 
not abide the feent of it*. Nay, not his fmelling faculty onely is offended by the, * „ jv:*,,. 
finfiil mans Services, but the reft of hi* fenfes alio.- For histaffe, their burnt-ofei- «b 
r »gsof rams, and fat of lambs , he could not relifhi , they delighted him not, but tver.it. 
WcrefowretO his palate. For his feeling, their new moons and appointedfeafts, were 
a urden to him , he was weary to bear them. And for his fight, he tells them,though 
they Jpread fprth their hands, he will hide his eyes. And for his hearing, when they 
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wki muuy prayers hew, 11 m hear. And for iheir whole Icrvic,-/ 
vh- reqmred this utyotcr hands to tread in my emu ! As if he <hould fay it were 
fitter .fair dealfor yoacobe inyonrfhopa, or in the alehoufe. orany where 
eife then here, unleffe ye were better. Tim „ thegateo.f the Lord the riehte... 
00 fall enter,mo ttks As for others thus faith theLord, will ,eftcal,md commit ndul- 
'* tery, acdfwear, und then come m d ftttttd (good) y) before mein this heufeti Dove 
think to expiate your fins by your prayers, and fet off with God by your Mod deeds 
for your bad ? No, that s not the way to get in with God, and to be enfeoffed into 
■hisfavour. -But whatis? mayfomefay. ^afhyou.mnk, you dec,,, put Ay t h 
evtl of your domgsfromheforemm, eyes, safe to do evil, learn to da well&c. Come now 

und let us reafou together as friends, when thisis once well done to purpofe faith the 
, Lor f; For then, though your f»s he asfcurlet, they/hull he as white osfr'ew m&c. 

as till then, it boots not to bow your felves before the mofl high with thoufunds of 
7. rams, or ten thoufund rtyers ofay , no not to offer yourfirIf horn for your tLforeL 
fon, the fruit of your bodies for the fns ofyour fouls n. Away therefore wiif the 
love and liking ofevery luff caff away allyour tranfgreflions, throw all your fins 
out of fervice, your beloved fin eipecially; be it as an hand for profit, off with it. 
be it as an eye forplcalure, out with it.- be it what it will, and never fo neer or 
natural to us, ifafin.fay of it as Human did of Mordecui, what avals,h me any 
tbtngyfheyerltve > All that are Chnfts (and nonebuc fuel, may appear before 
God in holy duties) have crucified the flelh with the affeftions and luffs.. Da- 

it WOU L d r Pr '^T 't C 0 ”rH C ultur, till he had toajhed his hand, in decency p 

nor could he conclude that God would (hew him mercy or receive his prayer/,U| 
he had brought his heart toanutterdifrcgardofwhatfoever iniquity et. The le- 

2 rZ i ' FS r re f t ° b 'T ed a 5 cordin g to. the law, and our SaviouJ would not 
admit of a fair word from a foul mouth r. The lip of excellency faith Sol*™* 

' becomech not a fool/: and the beft difh (though never fo well cookt) is extreamly 
loathed, ifprefentedbyaleper, or brought rouble bya nafly floven : fo isanv 
. holy duty (whether of piety or charity) difpleafing to the Almighty, if perfor¬ 
med by one that is yet m Ius pure naturals,a ftranger to the power of grace,and un¬ 
acquainted with the daily pra&ife of mortification. Hence that of Saint Tmt 
Draw nigh to G od, and he will draw nigh to yon to ^ 5amC 

<K rc not come near the Lord, neither c*, w , frrve him, for he is 
G ° d> he,S * : ' a ° US God * he WtU ” ot f or & ive w tranfgreffions , w . 0 ur 

No, be fure of that; except ye confeflTe and forfake them at. Therefore wa<h your 

hTnL'ZJfuZh ^ e A P ° u - C ^ neither fo °nely for dilate waflied his 
hadftucklnhlsfin g erscnd O but cleanfeyour hearts ye dou- 

iT ea * bu * mu ^ that be done ? for, though thou wafh thee with nitre, and take 

thee much [ope yet thy iniquity ts marked before me, frith the Lord God y. AMIt 

ffc fa,£l V? C A f P °u [t: °A *V th S ^° rd thcre be mifirMf 1 you are 

fo, but fee your felves fuch, and be fenfible, even unto godly forrow and the tears 
nf^ e || eP / nWnC 5 : 7^ faith /! e ’ or if ^^nnot do tba g t (asfomeconftitutionsare 
naturally dry, and donotyecld tears, and fome forrow is bigger then tearsTand 
above them) yet mourn at leaft : and that ye may not mourn little, for fo great 

finsasyeare gu.ky of, let yowr laughter be turned into momnitg, and your ]of into 

i\ Z £ ff e l nS C ° W ° rk ? r ? Ur hearcs t0 a trough humiliation: turning 

al the ftreams of your afFcftions into this one channel,that ferves to drive themilfor 
the grinding of the he&tt.Thns humbleyourfehes in the fight of the Lor(Land he (hal lift 
^Ihalf^T^ 0 ^ 1 * ^ f** 0God > a »ti have delight in the Almighty. Thou 

T' “” dhe %* Uhear th?e ^d.thoufhaltpaythyvowszj. He 
fhal rememher aH thine offerings,and accept thy burnt facrifice.He fhal grant thee 

h f art> a i nd a11 thy counfel - rf In the time Of thf Levitical 

thece ^ ere cwo feveral altars;one without the ubernaclei, to flay the 
“-• and T her within, to offer incenfe upon. To teachufy that if we 

whhit r a h rrifi emp ? ■ l nd ta ^ r £ ac,eso f f thc Jiving god,, and, have him pleafed 
n n fices of righteoufnefle, with our offerings and whole burnt-offerings b, 

we muftflay our bullocks, on the outer altar, roortifie. our beaftly fins, I mean,that 

raign 
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Vfe 3. Exhortation to the bejk, to be humbled for their I. not prUinr 
their priviledge. 2i not fraifing God fern. 3. not X 

improving it to the utmofi. 

N Ext, to all fuch as arc already in favour with God, and can tell as much bv 
wuu D l h e ,,800d acCeptancc of their Services; mine exhortation from this point U 

humbled fota tbreefoldevilf*'^ but * er > an 3 c ^lt"g to iniaile their fins this day be 

f ° r n0t . P - rizing this P riviIcd B e to the worth, of having Gods eve 
alwayes upon us, his care open unto us, his prefence with us, his providence 
overus, the'goodwill of him that dwelt in the b*Jb round about us < hu goodie[fe 
forever^e t0 ^° W * U th * da J cso f our * iv ' s > duelling in the hoafe off he Lord ^ut.33.^ 

n S C P r f ifiog Go * r as we ought, for this incftimable benefif 
So David held it and celebrated it often. Bteffed be God , faith he, which hath 
heard the voice of m y frpplication f. Bleffedbe God Which hath not turned aLj my f Pfa , „ , 

Iflr'rl’Z/ f m t ere ’/ ro7 ? m [ & Who am U and yvhat is my people that rrc Should f g VM 66 xAt 
ojferfo WtUmg/y after th “fon ? Norr therefore O ourGod, rrethankthee andpraife hiQhto. i9 \ 
h ‘ Pr Iook “P 00 thi * thankful! man, and chide your ^ 
fi fn? U r nd y f ° r 7° U - runth ^ k ^neirc; oratleaft, foryourfewand feeble pay- 
■ fo f 5 man y lc f v,c Sf wcl1 « kcn at y° ur htnds - Hath God enlarged himfclf 
to us, and arc vyc thus firattened in our own bowels i ? Hath God harkened to He. 
cfairti f c ? att . w,ng » ^djhallhenpt render according to what he had received k. iaSrlilai 
!fe aI, y, hav tng; vowed better things, fodec^y as he did /? ’Tis pofliblc then /EU810M 
ye fee, that the beft fliould forget themfelves in this kinde: and twenty to one 
unth^fcTutees! ° h fce ic b y felves, and be humbled for thL fhameTii 

. Thirdly, for not improving this indulgence, by making our beft of it .• fall- 
ing mto that fin by fupine negUgcncc, that Aha* didof ftubborn wUfulncfle. Ask 
faiththePr °P hcC * of the Lord thy God , Ashpit either in the depth or 
hannA,fj Ve w ? safau * cfi «r to a gracelefle caitiff, that where fins- mEC7.11.ia 

t , gr ? CC mi gh t Jhj)crabound: But Aha zfaid , Swill not ask neither will I E*P°»nded. 
trj the Lord: asd he fliould have faidIPeask no askes, I know a trick worth 

hTnd°L that U Ct kec, I h “ fign " s t0 WmfeIf: 1 c «vc no fuch curtefy at his 
J h ^ u . thAt Ah ^i aftiffstigmacick, an unworthy churl, aprorffwe 
bedlam. Now astn water face anfwereth to face, fo doth the heart oflm^nua 

n. liscertain; ther s none of us but have within , that which mav fend ‘ ; 

forth as great a wickednefle as his: and'ris wellifthe beft of us have not coafted 

rnakin kWd M fag r his God » b 7 «J«^ n g fweec offers, or at leaft by not my M#iy . 
mak ng often taall of his gracious acceptance after manifold experience, Ohhow 
Aoifldwe abound in Gods work, * , yei abound more and morTp ,-as the Apoflle SJSfe 

love within 11 S h 2 rfcei r ^ retk 9 and evcr looketh upon pur labour of apd Abaft in 

fijfi u Cy ^ dcl , , f ht: L fo , tbac lf we would but do him cyc-fervice, it were *e£ftof* 

ufficient. How fliould we be dayly and hourly ferving fuch a Matter thatgiveth 1 a 
h ^^B^jjcftaragement, by his both afliftance and acceptance! how fliould we xCwxfirit; 
becontmuallyfowmg more good performances into hisbofome, the fruit whereof f iTheff.^ 
welhouldhe^fure torcap in ourgreateftneed ? fora* Jin lies at our door to do os *001.4.7 
sort 4 : fo doth every chnftian fervice lye at Gods door to do us good- Itis 

fcertairt 






,. T/oft.i j.i7 certain , that he is fo farr taken with them, that of his kingly munificefttc;.he bict* 
us ask what we will , and itjball be given us r. And fnrcly he is defer v.cdly imifo- 
rable, rhat will not make himfelf happy by asking a better condition, < Oh that 
ever any beloved E fiber , any faithful! ioui, I mean, ftiouldfit feafting: and bati- 
quctting with God , her Ahafhuerofh , in the ordinances of life, feeding on the 
fat, and drinking of the fwcct; and not bethink her felfe then , what fuites fhe 
hath to commence, what boones to beg, what Humans to hang up, what Mor- 
decaies to preferr ; what grace, I mean, to get, what corruption to quell, w h at 
friend to fpeak for, what child fo prefer &c. How ihould fhc befurc ofherre- 
queft, even to the whole of Gods kingdomc ? . why art thou thus, lean from day 
to day , faid Jonadab to Amnon , Art not t bout he kings fan J ? and fo rhaftft have 
t Neha’i 3 ’ 4 aD F thin & for askin g ? »kt * th J countenance fad, fit b thou art not fick t , faid the 
king to Nehemiah > How fenfible( faith a great Divine thereupon jdo we think 
the father of mercies is of all our penfive thoughts, when a heathen mafter isfo 
tender of a fervants grief? How ready .Ihould our tongues be to lay open our 
cafes and cares to the God of all comfort , when vve fee Nehemiah again lo quick in 
the expreflion of bis grief to an uncertain eare ? That we have come off fo heavily 
with our good God, and done fo little heretofore in his work, upon fo great in- 
couragement,!et it heartily humble us. 

Sect. vii. 


Vfe 4. Exhortation to the Saints 1. To admire this mercy: 

Helpcs thereunto rejecting God, and 
tbemfelves, 

A Nd for the future (that I may fpeak forward ) here is a threefold du¬ 
ty to be commended from the point in hand to your chriftian care and 
pradife. 

Firft, doth the Lord of heaven and earth fo abafe himfelfas to take the leaft no¬ 
tice of our poor performances; Yea as the bridegroom is glad of the bride , doth 
our God forejoy co over MS h ? doth he delight to fee our faces, to hear our voy- 
• ces, to fmell our odours, to tafte our fruits, to be handled and embraced x by 
our faith ? Is he lo farr taken by the poorthings that paffe from us, that he refis 
in his love , and will feck no further ? Yea that he jeyes over tts with fnging y f 
Oh how ihould the due appehenfion of this dear love of his ravilhand affedl our 
hearts with deepeft admiration ? and how Ihould we even Hand amazed at the nc- 
ver-cnough-adored depth of his love unto us in this behalf? 

To help you herein, the wonder will appear the greater, if we firft look up to 
God, and there fee 1. what he is. a. how little either need he hath of us, or 
gain he makes of our Cervices: and then, fecondly, look down again to our felves, 
and confider 1. who we arc, 2. what are our beft works in thcmfelves. For 
God, firft ,• he is the high and mighty Monarch of heaven and earth, of tranfeen- 
dent perfedion and excellency, even above all degrees of comparifon: for he is 
great z, greater a , greateftofall b, greatnefle it felf c. Again, he is good d, 
better c, fceft /, goodneffe it felf g . So that if men Ihould attempt to ferve 
God, anddofacrificc to him according to his excellent greatnejfe h and goodneffe, 
all the Vrood of Lebanon Would not ferve to burn , nor all the beafts that be in it fufficc 
forfacrifice i : Yea little enough would all the wood in the world be, and all the 
cattle therein to make Up but lomc one facrifice. 

Next, fee how little this mighty and AH* fufficieut God, either needs us, or 
gets by us. 

For the firft, hear what he faith Pfal. 50. from the feventh to the fixteentb. 
Hear O my people , and / will fpeak., O Ifrael , and I will teflifie againft thee : / 
am Gtd, even thy God . J will not reprove thee for thy fterifices , or thy burnt offerings 
&c h For every beafi of the forreft is mine, and the cattel upon a thoufand hills 
&c . Call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee , and thoufhalt glorifie 
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me k.- Lo this is all he looks for at our hands. Not but that he could well enough 
be without that too, fitli his glory ( being etcrnall and infinice as himfelf ) is no way *'»** 

capable of any our addition or detraction. For, as the Sunne would fhine , though f 2 ^ c ’ * 
all the world were blinde; To fhould God be glorified,though we were all condem¬ 
ned • Yea he could glorifie his juftice by our eternall damnation : 1 here's all the 

need*he hath of us. And for matter of profit, Jf thou be wife, thou art wife for 
thy felf l , faith Solomon, what (hall the Lord gain by it ? And if thou be rights- / Pfov . p>12 
ous what liveft thou to him , faith Elihu, and wh.it rcceiveth be at thy hands m ? And m Job 37.5 . 
yet we fee how highly he efteems, and how greatly he rcfpfts that little Nothing of 
our endeavours of doing him the leaft fervicc, and bringing honour to his Name. 

Secondly, take notice what we are ? and what the beft of our works ? To the 
firft Abraham anfwcrctb, l am but duft and apses n, then when he flood before n Gen. 18.27 
the Lord to mediate for Sodom. Jacob anfwercth, J am life then the leaf of thy 0 Gcn.32.10 
hviHg-kindnefcs 0 , then when he wnfiled with txcclhnt wet ft lings, and prevailed JpJy*| a °£ 
with God /> • David anfwers, I aw a worm andr.omanq. EJay anfwcis, Jam j Efaytf.'s 
a man of polluted lips r . Peter anfwers. Depart from me, for 1 am a ftnfuli man , /Luk.5.8 
or a man a finner /; that is, a very mixture and hodgpodge of dirt ar.dfinne: 
for ever fince the fall, whole evil is in man, and whole man is evil. Laftly, the 
whole Church anfwers. It is the Lords mercy that we are not confumcd_ t , that hec lLam ; 3 22 
plunffcth us not in the dhch, and that our oWn clothes abhor us not tt. Lfpecially fince u Job 9.31 
ail our riehteoufneffes ( which is an anfwer to that fecond demand, what arc the beft * E&J <*4.6 
of our works ? ) are but as filthy clouts x, fuch as a man would be afraid to touch, 
and aftiam’d to take up. The beft we can prefent God wichall paffeth from us no 
other wife then as pure water thorow a muddy fink, or fweec wine thorow a 
fowrc cask. See it in Jonas’s prayer, or rather brawl 7. fo^/requeft, or rather y lon.4.1 
curfe -c. Sarah’s heat and haft to fend for God by a poft to arbitrate a . Mofts * job 6.8,9 ’ 
his carnall expoftulation, his former tergiverfation, and at laft caft (when he had oGen.i6.$ 
nothin* 1 elfe to reply) his flat and peremptory refufall to go upon Gods errand to 
the King of Egypt h . The confcience of which weakneffe, or rather wickcdneffe b Exod.4. t, 
in himfelf, drives holy David fo often to pray for his prayers c: and good 5.22,23 
Nehemiah l to crave pardon for his beft performances d. In any of which if 
the Holy Ghoft had not his hand, there would not be ( as from us) the leaft good- d Nehtm 13. 
nefle • no, not fo much as truth and uprightneffe: without which the Lord Jefus 2,&c. 
would*never prefent them for us to his Father: nor the lather once voiichfafe to Hwrwpifc- 
look upon, or hearken after fuch refufe ftuffe; which yet he doth; fuch is the dc- fc Ht e fa “ ni .. 
delight he taketh in the exercile of his own graces, in the fruits of his own Spirit. Bern, 

And this is that that may juft y drive us into a deep extacie of admiration at his 
incomparable love, and more then fatherly affeftion. 

Sect. ViU. 

2 , To retain it, and if loft , to recover it, and how. With anfwer to fame 
Queries and ObjtUions made by a mifgiving heart. 

S Fcondly, you that are poffeft of this priviledge, to be ever at Gods elbow, as his 
favourites, and to have the royalty of the kings ear; as you muft admire at this 
mercy, fo labour and learn (in the next place ) how to retain and keep your felves 
in this love of God e , as Saint Jude exhorteth. And that is done by keeping clofe e Jude 21, 
and conilant communion with this God All-fufficient, walking before him continu- • 
ally, as Abraham, and being upright f .The Lord is with you , ( faith that Prophet /Gen. 17.1 
in the Chronicles ) while ye be wi h him g. He is with you in mercy, fo long as ye e 2 ^ ro * 15 ? 
are with him in duty. If ye Jerk, him, he will be found of you : but if ye forfike 
him, he \V» 7 / for fake you. The Lord is not fo fond of his own children, but if they • 

forget him, he may and fomecimcs doth forfakc them in part h, without breach 
of covenant. If they prove unconftant and ftart afide from their ftation, he can 
quickly (and doth otherwhiles) withdraw his grace to their thinking,and the power¬ 
ful! operation thereof in very deed ( for a time at leaft : ) as in David relapfed, and 
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8}<J 7 he 'Righteous mans Kecompence. 

for a 'V felle deferred t . He alio leemes to frown upon their iuites, and ftiutsout their 
f PfaL 5*. u, praycs: right, againft them with his own hand,meers them,as theangell did Balaam 
12 with a naked fword in his band,as if he meant to difpatch them out of hand, and 

lend th *m aide ng to licll. Thus it fared fometimd with David,I thought upon 
God i' iaithhc )u>id Was troubled J^with Ethan,thou compajfefl me about With ter r o H rs 
/ :'whh 'Jeremy11 (hotit and he fonts out- mj prayer m . Godturneshis back upon hi* 
^Pfjl.77.3 Abjolont^ his fofephs ;when they grow proud, prefumptuous, fecure, flothfuU: 
zpfal. 88.*id, n»y he turnes them into Bedlam, whenhefindes them framickj and to all other 
17 a their atfli&ions addes this, that he will not once come at them, call they never 
m Lam. 3.8 {on ^ ncvct f Q i ou d after him. At fuch a time, he leemes to have leflc good 
remembrance of his dearc children, then the Oftrich of her egges, which Ihe 
leaves loofe in the fand » .* or than the fea-monfter of her young, which refufeth 
not, ( though cruell enough, ) to draw forth her brefts unto them 0 . He puts 
h<s Sion fometimes to that forrowfull complaint j the Lord hath forfaken me, mj 
jjob 39 * *4 ' L or( i hath forgotten me p , yea to that defperate conclufion of the church in the 
Lamentations^ Firft, Ihe prayes, Turne thou us unto thee, O Lord, and we foallbe 
0 Lam.?. 3 turned : renew our dayes as of old. But as if ihc had loft her labour in filch a 

booteldfc luit, Ihefubjoynes this for a perclofc of all, But thou hafi utterly rejell- 
p Efay 49.14 e d us, thou art very wroth With us q . 

Now in fuch a phtifull ftrait, in fuch a forelorne condition as this, what 
can a poof foulc do for theregayning of his God .more then 1. make monc. 2 make 
q Lam.5.2i, QUt j,* t ^ c u p e Q f t h c meanes and then 3. wait his return with patience. 

22 ’ Firft, you muft bewaile the want of Gods gratious prefence and acceptance • 

rHen 37.30 make like moanc as Riuben for Iofephr , as David for his Abfolom f , as Rachel 
.Heuquida- for her children t : Sing nonewfong » till thou haft recovered him. Do in 
*|jw> perntpuer t his cafe of fpirituall defertion, as Mephibofoeth in the abfence and exile of his 
ille puer y pntr Sovera jg ne> h e neither drejftd his feet , nor trimmed his beard , nor Wa&ed hit 
faSam.1S.33 clothes from the day the King departed, untill the day he came againe in 
tjer. 31.15 peace x ,. 

Secondly, fee up a loud cry after him,as Jacob after his lofephfElifoa after Eliah, 
m Pfal. 137.4 after his loft gods y . Say with Abfolom,whcn out ot favour, Let me 

fee the Kings face, and if there be iniquity in me, let me die z * Rcturne , O Lord; 
x 2 Sam.19. /oj8 g ? a „d let it repent thee concerning thy fervant a . I had rather be thy 

>]udg i8.24 door-keeper, then of Sathans privie-chamber. O Lord , other lords befldes thee 
Z a Sam. 14. have had dominion over vs : but by thee only Will we make mention of thy Name b » 
3 * Encline thine eares: O Lord,and hear,open thine eyes , O Lord and fee c .0 Lord hear , 

CO 13 ’ 4 & 0 Lord forgive,O Lord hearken and do,defer not for thine own/akf ,0 my God d &c. 
b Efay 2 6 .13 And then thirdly, if God pleatc to hold off longer, refufe not to wait his 
cEfay37.17 Icilure, fuftayning your felves, in the meane,with thofc two cordiall places.- 
d Dan.9 19 ^ among you that fearcth the Lord , that obeyeth the voice of his fervant , though 

he ivalketh in darkneffc and have no light , let him truft in the name of the Lord, 
E f o and flay upon hu God e . Again, ftnee the beginning of the world men have not 
e ay 50- 10 perceived by the eare , neither hath the eye feen, O God , befidrs ihee 

What he hath prepared for him that waiteth for him f . In which waiting eftate 
f Efay 64.4 fhouldft thou be taken away by death ( which lcldome failes out, faith one ) 
if thy heart be ftill let agaioft fin, and linger after the light of Godi countenance, 
thou [halt be certainly faved, becaulc the fpirit of truth iauh, bletf dare all they 
g Efay 30. 18 that Wait for him g . 

Thirdly, let fuch as have part and portion in this glorious priviledge, of having 
open accdfc and all allured acceptance, with the moft high in all their holy per- 
A]am.$. 13 formances 5 learn to improve this happy opportunity, by appiehending, and 
making all heft ufc of it for their everlafting advantage. Is any among you af - 
. 6 JUtted? JaithSt. lame 5, Let him pray. Is any merry J Let him fing pjalmes b . 

2 ll ‘ Fearc we any evill ? want wc any good? In nothing be carefull , but in ah things 
by prayer and fnpplication with thankjgiving , let your requeft be made knoWn to 
God i . Note, that he bids us come with lupplication and thanklgiving at oncej 

as intimating, that we need not once doubt of good fpced, but have our thanks 
ready in our hand, as fure of a gratious anfwer to our prayers. After which, 
the peace of God whichpajfeth all mderflanding, foall guard your hearts, fet them 


x wc truer S3 x\c t urrtjrcn t cr. 


b Efay 2 6. 13 

cEfay 37.17 
d Dan.9 19 


in as much fafety, as if they were in a tower ofbrafle, or town of war. Thus : 

after fhc had been with God, took boldneffe to go to the king (uncalled for) with- - 

out fear of death kj And thus our Saviour, though at firft«afraid, yet when, he u 

had conferred with his father by prayer^ arife,let us go, faith he, behold.\ he is at 4 Eft. 4^ 
hand that betrayes me 1 . He went forth to meet hisadverfary, and as it were to feck f Math 26.45 
him : for he was heard in that he feared m. Again, want we any good ? 'tis no more &**?*$*■ \ 

but run to God for it; who takes it in high fcorn wefhouldfeek to any other. If ' 

any man want wfldmt,) and by confcquence any good thing elfc flerhim askjt of God »: njam.i 
Oh but my deferesare nothing. : . expounded 

They are as much as he looks for, he gives unto all men , not fels, or payes them ? b ' 
for wages. • r...-,. • •••*;•/;:- ob. " 

I know, his reward ts with him to give unto every man according, to his worlds:'.'' foil 
and then my Iharc will be a very final, or nothing rather. : : ««wAd>V. 

Nay , he gives liberally, faith the apoftle, rot as befits us to receive, bye asbo-: “B* 07 ***™ 
comes him to give. Now no finall things can fall from fo great a hand as his. f A»S1 
Yea, to fuch and fuch he will give, and liberally. ... Pfnur .", T 

Nay, to all men without exception, can they but name the name of the. Lord Jefus. ' oft '■ 
in prayer, and do their good will to depart from iniquity, they (hall befaved- > ^ 

Oh but I have thefeand thefe difeouragements. My fins preffe me down^ ora/iSp*'*? 
that I cannot look up p, and prick me in the foot that I cannot come neer. 

Fear not for this .- Godupbraides no man; neither, with former faults, or pre- *« *«?*«. 
fent failings, if heartily declaimed, and foundly fet againft. The Publican departed ph 
Gods prefence never awhic the lefle juftified for his former extortions, becaufe truly ** ^° >li 

humbled y.Take heart therefore upon all occasions, to £0 boldly unto the throne of 
Gods grace in full aflurance r of finding him facile to ftretch out his golden feep- ? Lnk.18 14 
ter, upon the firft fight of us, as we appear in lrisChrift, in whom he is abundant- r Heb. 4. ulc 
ly Well pleafed/. Look what Zedckiah fpakc faintly and flatcringly to his Princes^, /Mar. 3. ulc 
you know that the k>ng can denieyou nothing t: and what the Heathens falfely report * vMitnmt. 
offome of their Princes, that never any departed penfive out of their pre- Hence ibefr 
fence the fame is moft true of our God. Never came any unto him ftile. 
aright in his ordinances, but*he received thus much comfort and incoui^ager 
ment at leaft, that he would come again. Noah’s dove brought ’“ad olivefcdrifi" 
her mouth at firft, and that was encouragement to, fend out a fecond time, and a 
third alfo, and then better tidings. So though the Lord hold his people off at firft, 
and feem to flight them, yet his heart is ftill toward them, and his hand is ftill 

under them, there is a fecret fupporcing grace, upholding the Saints in rheir grea- 

teft defections. God hears fometimes when he feems to do nothing lefle land " 

loves entirely where he makes fhew to hate extreamly ; as David dealt with his 
Abfolom , and as thefon of David with the woman ef Canaan. A 

But how (hall I know that God hcar&ns and hears, when he feems to negled, Qheft. 
and fufpends his anfwer ? well enough: and x. By a caft of his countenance. 2. By Anfwi 
the verdid of chine own confcience. 

Firft, you may guefle at Gods good miride and meaning towards you by a fmile " - ‘ 

of his face, by a caft of his countenance : as a petitioner may read in the kings 
looks, while his petition is in reading, what the fuccefle (hall be. If the king fmile . . ; 

upon it and look cheerfully, he is made, as if the king frown^and bend his brows upoti .' > 

it, he is dafhed. Juft fo it is between God and his people in performance of religious 
duties.?^ eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous , as wcl as his ears open to their cryesxx. » KaL 34.1^, 
As, o* to'ther fide the face of the Lord ( as well as his heart)/* againfl them that do l6 ‘ ■ .V 
evil , as the Pfalmift there oppofeth them. A good man gathers by Gods counte¬ 
nance caft upon him in his fervice,how he Ihall fpeed. And this is his privi- ■« : 
ledge, to be admitted into Gods prefence-chamber, when the wicked ftand with- 
out doors amongfl dogs, and devils Ar.For hypocrite {hall not come before kimy , faith 
job,but the upright foall dwell in his pre fence faith David. The wicked Hun Hands 
at the gate like a vagrant, but comes not into the houfe; to fee whether the mafter ^ - 

be preparing for him an almes, or a cudgel, whereas a good man, like agoodAn- 
gel, ftands alwayes before the face of God.who doth not hide his face from him,' 
but when he cry es unto him he hears a. 4 Pftl.aajai 

Secondly confute thine own fandified confcience; for thy better fatisfaftion and 
* Rrri ' refolution 
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The ‘Righteous mans ‘Rgcompence. 


rcfoluuoninthtscafe, Confeiencc is Godsfpie, and mans over-feer, excufine or 
accufing cheering or checking in Gods Head,as there is occafion. 1c may fids 
be called our God in.the fence that Mofes was 'Pharaohs L Come, fee l thimr 
that tells all that ever we have done c, nay, all chat ever God doth (as couching 
our falvation:) being enlightened and fan&ified, by the holy Ghoft. ForascJ 
knows the meaning of his [pint d, fo doth thefpirit know the meaning of God. Now 
thisfptrit witnejfeih together with ourfpirits e. Nay it difdaineth not for our comfort 
to give in evidence at the bar ofour confciences,that we are Gods children, and our 
fervices good in his fight: refrefiiing our hearts, after holy adions, with a fecret 
content, with a hidden approbation. Now therefore as the High pried of the old 
Teftament might read Codsmindem his Urim and Thummim born upon hisbreft 
though he heard no voice, though hefaw nofliape.- fo may a chriftianinform him! 
felffrom within, what the Lord thinks of him and his works, he need but refled 
ujjon fa is. confeiencc (if not feemifted or fabufed by Satans temptations) and 

it will do him to know what his acceptation is in heaven. If our heartt -o r d emit us 
fi Joh. S . 21, * ot > fa,th Sa ' n , c Ioh *> th f n have ™ confidence toward God. And whatfeevre W(? as J, 
S3. ■ we receive of him f cither in the fame kinde we ask, or a better. By a clearing 

ch earing confidence God teftifies (as once by fire from heaven) that he is well pfe,. 
fed with our facrifices,&c. 1 


hExod.7.1 

c Joh, 4.29, 

dRom. 8 . 27 . 
r Rom. 8 .1 5 , 


weemfe. 


CHAP. VI. 

Dodr. V. God perfectly remembreth , and plentifully requitetb all our labours of lovt 
to him and his. 

And there was a bool1 of remembrance ■ written before him for 
them that feared the Lord &c. 

Cblmoenm A t0 ca P adt Y ■ for it befalles not God to 

hDtumrun / -^ be forgetful, or to Hand m need of a remembrancer. Jc was in a diftemoer 
caih. Potato- you may before, that David asked , Haft thou forgotten t obe merciful *>«?££ 
iiOaftfy f l ° n ^> r T !* Lor / forfait me , my God hathffgotteu meTjhi Lutler may 
frohL* n< \/t ph u ^fathers houfe c, but God cannot: forget 

utm.HU his people ,-whom he hath chofeu d. Can a woman forget her fuckino cb:lZl£l 

« Pfal.77.9 fib, y fhe may .• Lome tigreftes have proved unnatural to their own birth and bow- 

iSSifi ? 4 ^U bU ; f 0 T Ca K, n0tG ° d ‘ *'»“"**» f'^your laboZlovcll « ift 

dRom.i i 5 1 J U ? ( aS . 1 abhor to imagine) behold there is a book of remembrance written before 
• Efay.49.1j that f ea f the Lord, and that thinkupon lm name. A borrowed fpecch 

^Rom.1.31 (for our better apprehenfion) from kings and great perfona«es • whoufe for me- 

TSBOa c. ^r^ome^ecial^frrvr j 3 whomhey^ndeto^ewdni 

therolTof?hnrir^Ti * s f h *f?r*Jh*idMordecai,w hen he had read his name in 
So Tamerlane tnero11 ofthofe that h^d deferved well ofthe king h. Thofe ftout rebels above 

suss. srs 

logarofS S iS‘ 1C ™»COurkof„<,prefit, ,okf'fki, orii„ masi . Thccon- 
names and .^* rcunto where vouched, and the truth vindicated. God, (faith our pro- 

dear reftedfmirff rh^ a ”dheard the holy language of his people, and fo fealed up his 
££ hTSt mf ® rpre / ent J andallb caufed a book of remembrance to be 

•lypemfed. ao <i fofetled it in hi ?*. t * lem tbac feared the Lord, and that thought upon his name, 
KnelTarbifi. h heart . to ^ c< l ult ( e them for ^ future. That like as in the work 

fJ*’- ^0^$ dixit, his benedixk t and with his ordinxvit his or- 

^.3.13,14 prone/ toth^m ( e fp ecia Hy in that which is fpecial and 

proper, to the cleft) with his remembrance, there goes a recompense, and with bis 
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regard a reward. Note hence, That Gqd doth perfedly remember thae he * 9V DnM " 

plentifully requite aUthe g oodferyicesdonehim P by his^ints and people. h 7 


Sect. i. 


The truth confirmed by Scripture. 

H E not only harkened and heard what gocid things paired between them here 
out regiftred up and ingroffed Ac fame in his book of remembrance • called 
elfewhcrc the book byafpecialty k> the writing of the houfe of Ifrael l , the wri. 
ting to life in Jerufalem m the book of life n, the book of life of the lamb o 
wherein he records, and .where-out he will relate, at laft day all the eood 
works of h.s children p, not once mentioning their fins and infirmities, which 
he hath promifed to remember no more q Our labour of love he will not forcer 
but be ever mindfull of his covenant r. The Lord hath been windfall of us faith 

theaiurcbrandasaneffia thereof) hmllitcf. H c m/ltUf, ,Lb.uf..f 
f? l > ho u f e ./Aaron: He Trill blefc them'ha'far the Lord 

both fmall and great f. Cornclius for inftance, he feared God winh all his boufeholde 
and he made good proof thereof, for he gave much almes to the people and V raA 
to God altoayi and therefore both his prayers, and his almes came up for a memo- 
nailbefore God t Thus God remembred his Noah *, Abraham x\ Rachel y 
]ofepb *, whofe fetters he changed into a chain of gold, his rags into fine linnen' 
his frocks into a charret, his goal into a palace, Potipbars captive into his Ma! 
frers Lord, the noy fe of his chains into Abrtch j and all becaule heremembred his 
oShts youth and thereby kept hirafelf pure from the great 


£Dan.i2.i 

/ Ezck 13.9 

m Ifa.4.3 
»PhiIip.4.j 
0 Rev.ii.27 
jpMat.15. 
q Heb.8. 
r Pfal.ii5.s 


/Pf.nj.li 12 

t Aft.io.f,2 t 4 
*Gen.8.i 
*Gen.i9. 20 
y Gen.30.22 
^Pfa.io 5 , 2 o 
a Etclefii.! 
iPlal.19.i3 


Sect. 11. 


The truth confirmed by fix Reafont. 

T He ground of which gracious dealing in God is firft his incomprehenfiblc wif- * r 
dome , and fore-knowledge. The Lord hath the id**- the perfed nl a r. Reaf * r * 
lormcand patern within himfrlf, of all perfons and things, together with the 
feverall occurrences of either. Hence it is that hc knowes all things Simul & r e . 
met, together and at once , not fucccffively or by difconrfe, colleding one 
thing from another as we do; but in one Ample and etcmaU ad knowing and 
comprehending all things. -He need but refled upon himfelf, and thereTefccrh 
a things before him asinaglafie. So that to fpeak properly, there is neither 
foreknowledge nor remembrance in the Almighty ; all things both part and figure 
being ever prefentw.th him. Thine ejesdidfee my fubfiancejet being unpcTz 
and in thy bookjrere all my members written , which in continuance y»efc flfbioned 

when as yet there was none of them c. In this fore-knowledge of God ( fo we call it 

oflv P ™ bine fak V 35 3 b ° 0k are , recorded th e perfons, birth, quality and death c PCl 

ofevery man and woman 5 together with their feverall deeds and pradifes that 
f bC // J 37 r “' lVe accorcltn S t0 »hat they have dene in the fiefh whether good or 

And this is our firft ground of this point. Known to the Lord are *11 his works 
tToftKZ g *' Th l ^\ owe f h ther » th *< be his f , Yea he knowes the Whole d 2 Gor.s 
b 0 f the rZ h c a f g \ And this his knowledge of them and their good works is e Aft. is *8 
a knowledge of fingular apprbation , yea of infinite delight and complacency 
Which^makes him wait to fbcw them mercy b. He remembreth , faith thePfalmift! 

enhe writes up the people , when hc makes up his jewels that fuchamanwas 
bom k. there : and that being bom by a fecond birth, and having followed b'tpo in km^.sA 
R ” 3 ' the 
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I Mat-19.28 the regeneration /, they {hall not lofe the things they have Wrought, but receive a full 
m 2 Jch.8. regard m. % 

Rcaf. 2. Secondly , God is juft and faithfull, hence his remembrances and remunera- * 

tions of his peoples ferviccaL Not of duty (I muft tell you ) but of mercy; it be¬ 
ing a mercy in God even t«Rward men according to their works n , were they 
better then they be, or can be. 

T0 thee , O Lord, be lor get h mercy : for thou rewardefl every one according to his 
nPfal.62.12 works n. But this by the way. Wc were drawing a fccond rcafon for the point 
from Gods juftice and faithfulncfle. And this we borrow from the Apoftle Heb. 

6. 10. God , faith he, is not unrighteous to forget jour Works , and labour of love 
Which ye have/hew’d toward his name, in that yejpave mintfired to the faints and do • 
0 Heb. 6.10 a if 0 m i n if cr 0. 

For the better underftanding of which argument, it muft be premifed , that 
there is a double Jufticcof Godjoncof Equity ( which is the giving of every man 
his own , as ye all know) and another of fidelity , according to that of St. John, 
f 1 Jf we confejfe our finns , he is faithfull and jufi to forgive us our fins p. Andinthisr 
‘nius elTe De- fence, as it is a righteoiu thing with God to recompence tribulation to them that trau- 
«s,&cfed bicyan ( which is the juftice of Equity ) fo, to you that are troubled reft with us, 
quiafeyerbo when the Lord It fas fljall come to be glorified in hu faints , and to be admired in all 
fuo nobis con- them that belecvc q , which is the jufticc of fidelity , for faithfull is he that hath 

"c tiferinonvult promifed who alfo will do it. Take it thus.- God having made himfclf our voluu- 
nift ignofeat tary debter , not by receiving any thing from us ( for who hath given unto him firfi 

Calvin.-in and he/ball be recompenfed r ? not one ) but by promifing all good things unto us ; 

locum. what ever unworthinelTe be found in us Tet he abides faithfull, he cannot deny him- 

rRomM?5 f tl f nor forget to crown his own graces in us with that life eternall, which 

y 2 Tim.2.i3 God that cannot lie , promifed before the world began t. He hath , of his own ac- 
t Tir.1.2 cord , fmitten a covenant with us of mercy , and given us hisband for our fccurity: 

u Eph.1.13 nay his oath , nayhisfeal, both the privy feal othisfpirit u and the broad feal of 

the facraments x , That by lo many immutable things , Wherein it is impojfible that 
*Heb 1 /iV P }0U ^ wight have ftrong confolation, which have our refuge to holdf aft the 

iteaf. 3! * hope that isfet before ns j. 

^ Rom.10.12 Thirdly God Is gratious and bountiful, as wellas righteous and faithfull. Be 

a lob 1.9. is rich in mercy to all that call upon him , or do him any other bufinefle* Doth 
Itb ferve God fer nought a? No, nor any man living: he is a large paymafter. 
Who is there even amongjou that would fhttt the doors for nought l neither do ye kjndle 
afire upon mine altar for nought b\ David indeed would feive him on frcc- 
b Mai. 1 io coft c : but did the Lord dye in his debt ? nay did he not pay him his charges ere 
c2 Sa.24. 24 the Sun went down the fame day with ufury? At another time David had but a 
purpofc to build God an houfe, and God promifed thereupon to build him sn houfc 
forever d : Again, he had bucapurpofe of confc fling his finns, and beforehe 
cou lddoit, the Lord forgave him the iniquity of his Jin e. The Apoftle tells us, 
f a * 32 ' 5 that a poor fervant, if in ierving his mafter according to the flefh , he do withal! 

ferve the Lord Chrift , doing it heartily as to the Lord , and not as to men, let 
/C0I0K4 24 know, faith he, that of the Lord he fhall receive the reward of inheritance f 
' He meets, it may be, with a hard matter that both belly-beats him, and back-beats 

him too j gives him very hard work and little or no wages but Chrift will do 
all. Not wages only fhall he receive as a fervant, but inheritance as. a fon. Nay, 
the poor begger thatgives but a cup of cold water, with defire of doing moie, if 
he had wherewithal!; Verily 1 fay unto you, lakh our Saviour, he fhall not lofe hid 
g Mat. 10 42 reward g. Saul when he went to enquire about the Affes, had but five-pence itr 
1 am ' ? ’ * his purle to give the Seer hi the Seer after much good cheer gives him the king- 
dome. Such is Gods dealing with us.- he liberally rewards the final! offerings of his 
weak fervantSjWhcn he perceives them proceed from great love.How often doth he 
■ lend away his poor Oratours,as Beat. did Ruth with their bofome full ofbleffings i, 
i Rurh.3,1 i a s David did Mephibojheth ,with a royal revenew has Solomon did the Queen ofa^e- 
/iffing 10u ^ Wit k W ^ 3C *° evcr ^ carc can wilh/.- or as Caleb did his daughter Achfah mwith 
m iudgfi.i s upper and nether f brings, a confluence of fpirituall comforts.- temporall contentments, 

n 1 Tim. 6.17 and all of the riches ofhis grace doth he thus^gwe us all things richly to enjoy n ? 

Real: 4. Fourthly, God is wondrous tender and chary ofhis own glory, flecking the 

fetting 


f 2Tim.2.i3 
t Tit. 1.2 
K Eph.I.I3 

*Rom 4 ii. 
jHeb.6.18. 
Reaf. 3. 
^Rom.10.12 
<x/obi.p. 


S Mat.1042 
I Sam.9.8. 
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feting fonh thereof mainly, (and indeed onely ) in all his works. Now the gi-" 

of God is no way more advanced and enlarged then by keeping open lioufe as it 

were : giving a lbeft entertainment and incouragement to thofe that frequen’c him- 
not forgetting the labour of love that is (hewed to his Name. For this is it that 

will draw in much company about him, and make men very obfequious and obfer- 
vant when they fe*or certain that there is a regard for the righteous yea , oPhlstn 
ftedffl, andmnmytabU, always, abounding in the work. of tht Lord, a, knowing 
that their labour ts not in vain in the Lord p, Praife Waiter h f nv - • 

Sion; and untothee fhall the vow be performed q. Bu(how comes it about tt^ttw 
are fo officious and forwardly, as to ftand Waiting at the pofis of the cates of Sint mecoena- 
Wifdom, with free offer of their beft devotions and fervices ? It follows thpre tes > Kond “- 
O thou that heart f prayers, unto thee Jloall all flefh come. As who fhould %, It is Tanned 
for no marve I, though men come thick about thee - and thou have followed good Vh^rpme, 
ftore . for a little cutreaty ferves turne for the obtaining of great fuits of all forts ^ivetiMa “ 
and mercies without meafure: And it is feldom feen, that a good houfe-kceoer Z* dabw > x ' - 
wants company; tis pitty hefhould. 5 ceper Mon. 

Fifthly God rewards even wicked men that do his will, though againft their own Rea r < 

will, and befide their own intentions: as he did Nctmbadmz^nr (Ins involuntsrv ’' '• 

and unwitting fervant) towhom-he gave Egypt in way of wages, or military pay, 
for the long labour, and hard pains he had taken in the fiege of Tyrns r: Hold,, , Eztk ,, 
h, thought not fo hut imagined « dtflro, and cut off not a ft* notion, /. Likewife f Etiy .of 7 
thofe that ferve him out of fervde refpefts, and finfiill felf-love, he rewards out 
of the abundance of his bounty; as AM, to whom he requited a temporary re¬ 
pentance with a temporall deliverance. Nay, thofe mtn of Gods hand , , thai do 
him no ferv.ee at all, but walk upon the face of the earth with hearts full of hell 7 4 

and faces fet aga.nft heaven, lie not onely command, hi, Sunntt, / hint and hi 
rmnt tt fall upon thtmu, but further f,U, thnr hilit, Wtb hi, hid trtJurt and .. v 
gyve,hem more,htnhtart,an wifi xt their profperou. fuccefle doth oft-timesex- ^aM. 4 ’, 
ceed the conceitmgs of their minds. And (hall-he forget his entire friends that 
thus remembreth to requite his profeftenem.es? Never was Prince fofer’vedin 

£ndSl^ the W, ‘ dCrneffc : how good fell we 

M are Stt 1 th/f'wh!,' hZonfh/thhlendf^o R ‘ 4 ' ®’ 

Mord,ca,,hMh AhaJh«troJI,, for tbu , ? Surely Mordtcai did but his duty : he had vm , 
hamoufly finned if he had not revealed that wicked treachery .- yet Ah.jhlrofi takes 1 , 

thought for his remuneration. And (hall not God much mire remember to recom- 
pence the weak obedience of us, though (at bell j his unprofitablefervants. So 
Jirz-c/ the Prince of Mid,an, requiceth M.f„, for a Hiding his wronged daughters, ...» , 

agaiuft their rude countreymen that fought to drive them from the water, that 
themfelves had drawn *. Shall a courteous Heathen fo bountifully reward the „ . • 
watering of (heep , and (hall not our God be as forward to recolpence, hedc ,;EX ° d -“° 
but a cup of cold water g.ven to a difciple ? If the king of Sodom could fintfciii 

h« heart to leave the goods toas a penfion for his pains in.the parfiit. 

of the four kings, whom he overtook and difeomfited a: what marvell thoimh the f'a.W 
kingof heaven appear unto him (hortly after in a vifion, andfey, IamthiJhitld i ’ G “' 5 ' 1 

and thme exceeding great reward b. 79 J J r 

Sect. III. 

Ufe l. Confutation of the contrary mindtd, that fay, vr conceive at Uaft'i 

that its tn vam to ferve the Ltvd* • 

t0 confute and conv ince of fingular impudency, «nd 
kui ru* eh 0 *® profane Atheifts above the Text, together with the whole 
rabble of their wretched heirs and fucceffours, abroad the world at this very day, 
that hold it to be avain thing to ferve God, apraftifeofno profit at alito bere- 
ligious. This corrupt opinion of Godand his works is anold canker’d'for e-'that 
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lies feftring in all mens hearts, and doth blifter out upon the tongues of good men 
fomctimes, of bad men more frequently. Certainly , faith David, I have cleaned 
cPfaI.73.13 my heart in vain , I have Wafted my hands in inneccncy , or to very fmall avail c. 

This was his fpeech in a paftion, for the which he found a time foon after to befool 
d Verf. 22 an£ j be-beaft d himfelf well-favoured Iy, when he was come to himfelf, and the 
diftemper a little over. And good reafon he fhould ; fo#)efide the difhonour 
done to God hereby, in bringing up ( as thofe fpics) an ill report of Gods fervice, 
he faw that in fo faying, he had offended againft the whole generation ofGodschil- 
c Verf. 15 dren e: fr° m henceforth therefore he laid his hand upon his mouth. Once he had 
/Job 40.4,5 Jp°ken, bat he would not anfwer, yta twice, but he Would proceed no further f. With 
g Mai. 3 13 the wicked it is more ordinary. Their Words are ft out againft the Lord g, ('faith our 
. Prophet) they flick not to give him out for a hard man, a flack pay-mailer, 
SMat.25.24 reaping Where he fowtd not , and gathering where he ft rawed, not h. Hear them 
awhile in their own language. What is the Almighty , fay they, that we fhould ferve 
i Job 2 .15 hint ? and what profit fhould we have if we fhould pray unto him i ? what profit is 
it that we have k?pt his Comntandcments, and that we have walked humbly before the 
^Mal.3.14 Lord of Hofts k,? Wherefore have we ffted,fay they, and thou feeft it not ? Where - 
lEfay 58.-3 fore have we a flitted our fouls, and thou takeft no knowledge l f Lo thefe many jeers 
do 1 ferve thee, faid that felf-jufticiary to his heavenly Father, neither tranfgrcf- 
fed 1 at any time thy commandement : and yet thou never gaveft me a kid that l 
m Luk.15.2p m ight make merry with my friends.m. Thus thefe Maleconterits of old /and to 
the fame purpofc in effett many now-adayes , that think and fpeak bafcly of Gods 
n 2 Tim 6 5 ^ ervice ? as if godlineffe were not gain,but rather gain godlineffe n , heaven a name, 

- and not worth looking after: but the onely happineffe to have and to hold. As ap* 

pears when they fparenot to foam out their filthy froth, and fay : What get thefe 
forward fellows by gadding to fermons, reading fo much, praying fo oft, being 
full. fo precife and confcientious ? j Philofopbandum fed panels 1 'tis good to be godly, 
but withall to be wife: zealous, but with diferetion: we cannot live ( bejeeve me ) 
by hearing of fermons; religion will not buy food and raiment: we have our hands 
full of work, and our houfes full of children ; and fhould we fpend half an hour 
or leffe in a morning, and as much at evening in prayer and devotion, all would 
run to wreck, and our families be but ill provided for. Is there not fuch language 
as this, heard in fome mens hearts, nay houfes otherwhilcs ? Conceive they not 
as dishonourably, and as difdainfully of Gods befl and bufiefl fervants, as Pharaoh 
did fometimesof the Ifraelicifh facrificers. They are idle, they are idle, faid he let 
oExod. 5.17 them get them to their tasks 0. .Mofes fpcaks of devotion. Pharaoh of idleneffe: 

Mofes talk* of facrifice, Pharaoh of work. Any thing feems due work to a car- 
nail minde faving Gods fervice. He cries out of any time or pains laid out that ' 
pMat 2<$.9 way, as Judas once of the Spikenard : 7 0 what end is this waft p j* As Seneca 
did of the Jewes weekly Sabbaths ; that they lofl the feventh part of their time: 
Of, as, Jeroboam did of Gods publike worfhip at Jerufalem, he perfwaded the peo- 
plc.that it was too much labour to repair to the Temple, they fhould take a fhorter 
/IKing.12.28 eucitoxhe golden calves at Beth-aven 9. Of this fort are fuch as fend in their ex- 
cufe^wheh invited to the ordinances ; and fay with thofe recufant guefls in the Go- 
fMat.22.5 fpei We have oxen and farms r and other fifh to fry, we cannot intend it, and 
they, were fools if they fhould. Tell them of the unlawfulneffc of their lying,’ cog¬ 
ging, over-reaching, cozening, ufury, they’le anfwer youflraight: What would 
ye have us to do ? we are neither Saints nor Angels: we mufl do as the world does, 
or elfe look to be undone for ever. Plain-dealing indeed is a jewel: but (would ye 
fhould know ) he that ufeth it, ftrall die abegger. Preffe them to works of mercy, 
and liberality to Gods poor • alafTe, fay they, we are poor men our felves, and have 
many to care for. A man cannot tell what fhall come after him, and what fhall come 
f Ecclef; 5 .ia after him Who can ted f? 0 fools, and flow of heart to beleeve all that the Prophets 
*L«k 24-2S have afore-time (poken t. Hath not God faid, The liberall man devifeth liberall 
H . y things, and by liberall things he fhall ftand «, not fall, or come to ruine. That he 
*2Chro.25 p i? able co refiore any Amax.Uh more then the one hundrech talents come to x , lofl 
or rather laid out for Gods fake, and in his fervice ? that whofoever forfaketh all, 
jMark. io,g 0 and^follp^sChrifl^all receive a hundred-fold here,and heaven hereafter/. Ruth 
fpr Jnflance: fhe ( whiles Orphah vnnts bread in. her own. countrey) is grovyn a 
■ •! great 


great Lady in Bethlehem ; and advanced to be ^~L -;— 

Ifrael, nay to Chrift the heire of all. But S thf IrountTof^- to thc - 

zmsjudgtnent made by men of Gods work and hil f? d of this perverfnes and 
fidelitie that Is rooted in our natures ^fi ng *c wf^ ^ da “ ned % 

God, nor traft his bare word without a pawnef bui: thtok 4 ^ Upon 

flufc for one : that a bird in the band is worth 1£ : ? Cv< 7 man c .° 
gall, that called for his portion here • and that carnall CarHi? S thc P rod H 

part with his part in for his part in Paradife'i that Wouldnoc 

beft trufting toour felves:which whacL irh^r^ wher " Vcr wc ^ God *us Cardinal! 
falfhood upon the Almighty ? fhould fome man nr n r ? S ,ve God the lie,to charge 

doingfotnefmallchareforhhn, though I tokHiim affhtll h “ nd "f P 0 “»d . - '■ 

togullmewithword8,yetifl&ould Jomy wavfrom h r ’ dld butfeefc 
h« face, and never nuke ufe of his offer or mall nf l ;= ’ r' lgJ “ n 3nd !, au S h in 
&&. fay as mochas ,11 W ^ 

precepts, and defpife his large promifes, flighting his work ! 

wages, what do they lefTe then put the lie uoon him d “ andcnn g his 

which I know not what greate? indignitie can be ? thenthe 

Whereat though he feemes to wink for a feafon a^ fh' thc d of trmh : 

My of him thereupon, as if he were altogether mLm'ITT ab_ 

nil Shortly reprove them, and fet their fins 1 ordertf them f clvcs > >'« he 

ftand recorded in rhe roll of remembrance For a, £ ^ as thc y 

brance written before him, for them that feared the W?! 4 \ b °°u of L remera ' 
hia Name - fo no leffe for them that defpifed the I d ^ ou § ht u P otl 

That therein (' as in a table ) thev mav^run and ° T a* u° d ,g ^ c by his Name, 
faire, andfo returneand difcernebetweLtherirtl?* th , CI ^ own , d j fti ny Writteif 
thatferveth God, and him that ferveth him not. g * ** d the between bini 

Sect* iiii. 


Vfe 2 . The wicked fhadbe furely and Severely punifhed, 

AH n h’ Ci M° r tcrrour to a ^I graccleflc nnd 
but their own bellies J , f . b , UC Mammon > the Lord Chrift , 

ti« b , Z iffXt M nflSli C ,aT and F urfi,e afer van,- 

norevill c He hath Paid in hit h ^ fyf**™*^ earth, he will neither do good 
forgot,'*, b'tilth ! ff 1 hu f“ rt ’ (q>»th Damd of thc Athcift ) God hath 
plaint. T.rd hot Jl ’flZ "‘"‘I i" ‘ d ■ And a a a ‘ n by way of com- 
Hove Io*gJb*U thtl bluftfr d»A To i Tj i • ^ v ‘ohed triumph > 

bo.fi thfmfTv^TtiTbZft^ ’i ‘ ai * U,h ' rrorkrrsof iutiuitie 

uotfir, tithSJillCodfllTl 1 1 P I’ Fle & t, r " <hoLoJflo.il 

and then think themfelvcs hid (SIgoTJ ‘'whfft/J G ° d f r ? m < h ””fi l ««. 
then in the following words V*dtrll.dv i 'Y™ eb aliy we can better revince 

»heu millye be mPel He,hi, fli ,A if 3 - ,he P'op'o, ..djefooles, 

theeje, f.llhef,Pel » ThU, ftrT f’fl’ h . w ! H ' <h« formed 
that teJcbeth man kujedf ftlf’^l, he “' h '"> t< M »« he corretll He 
•houghscf m .„ thjlftl'e ^ T ‘t’ ,hc L ° rd k»ov«h the 
Ita eccords^^and writes them dnwnTc I ^ bnowes them, and ponders them.- 
ft Of lud.h it Uhln rtitb. v " h 't e° ok of rems “>brance. the 

hold i, is 'toritufbtZe f iSr V ’ m,b °f “ thmM f . Be 

God of raomptnet i A n V f rooompeace i, i*, b ,h,i r bofomes g faith the 
fo ( as mendoKr rh.vf h ' *? thcir aftions for futu « vengeance, 

®odis”,dto llv7,n.h f f 'vidences which they are moft eatefuil to kee? fafe j 
. ,n , ft0r ' ' ,!ra • W <h,«f.Uut 

themasfomanv Avift rW !'n “ d dot b he this ! but chat he may produce 

fmZblereZlTl Z ff “ * he , wotk « s °f iniquity in that day.. Her 
J hZdZZl. d 0 i ‘V m ' " d G,d h.‘h r.-membred her imouities-. Jteveard 
hr therefore even a, fie hath Bemardedjou, uud double note her double, .eftrdiftg-io 

her 
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her -works , faid that mighty angel concerning Babylon /. And the fame fai th the 
mighty God concerning all impenitent perfons, well they may fhufflefor'a feafon, 
and fhift from fide to fide (as Balaams afle before the punifhing Angel) but furely 
their fat rvill fade them out, and ring them fuch a heavie peal, as Pope In¬ 
nocent the fourth heard once from heaven, and was found dead the next day in 
bis neft, Veni mifer in judicium, come thou wretch and receive thy judgment:. Whac 
though the Lord defer the execution of his fcntence.* The mailer of that evilfer- 
vantfhall come in a day when he looks not for him, and at ankoure when he things not, 
and (hall cut him in twain , rend his foul from his body, and appoint him his portion 
with unbeleevers m. What though they flourifii awhile here, and fpread chcmfelves 
like a green bay treeit is that they may be cut off for ever. Whac is fairer 
then the corn-field a little before harveft ? then the vineyard, a little before the vin¬ 
tage ? Thru ft in thy ftclk *, and gather the clufbers of the vine of the earth , for 
her grapes are fully ripe , and cajl it into the great wine-preffe of the wrath of God • 

Sest. V. 


Vfe.j. 
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Vfe, Let them therefore hafien out of the Devils danger, and get into Gods 
Jcrvicc. JJow that may be done 

K Nowiug therefore the terrour of the Lord, fore perfwade men />; And oh that we 
could perfwade all unregeneratc perfons, firift, by this point, co do as Saint 
Peter advifeth all in their calc, %e ? entye, faith he, and be convened that your fas 
may be blotted out,when thetimes of refreshing /ball come from the preface of the Lord q: 
Blotted out, I fay , and firft out of Gods book of remembrance, where they Hand 
written with a pen of iron, and with the point of a diamond r: Secondly, out of 
the book of their own confidences* where they ftand recorded for future time, as 
ye may fee in Jofephs brethren. Their own hearts condemned them, and called 
them mifcrcants, twenty years after the fad committed/, their conferences alfo bearing 
witneffe as faith the Apoftle, and their thoughts between themfelves, accufag onea- 
nother t. Where it is remarkable that the Syriack cranflatour ufeth a word. for 
confcience that fignifieth a written or painted thing. For the confcience HoW is 
as a table wherein are many things painted, which fort of writtingis fitly compa¬ 
rt red to that we write with the juice of an onion or lemmon, hold it co the fire, and it 
is legible. So when the confcience is once put co the fire of Gods wrath, all will 
out and old, fins come to a new reckoning. The onely way to fpunge 
out this writing, is by weeping upon it repentant tears, that God may wafh us 
throughly with the blood of his Son.For if we confeffe our fins againft our felves with 
David u,he is faithful and juft to forgive us our fins x ; and to croffe out of his debt- 
book the black lines of our fins, and arrerages, with thofe red lines of his fens 
blood . 1 even,I am he that blotteth out thy tranfgrefftons for mine own fake, and will 

not remember thy ftnsy. And again, I will be merciful to their unrighteoufneffes, and 
their fins will I remember no more z,. Lo, if we but remember our mifdoings, he 
0 will forget them : if .we reveale them with fhame and forrow, he will co- 
f ver them a, if we but fee them to confefiion, we (hall never fee them to our 
confufion, if we but acknowledge the debt, he will cancel the bond, blot out the 
hand-writtingthat was againft us b, andcaft all our fins behindehimr, (as oft-cait: 
* evidences that arepaft date) into the depth of the fea .• fo that wc lhall never 
fee them again, otherwife then the Ifraelites faw their enemies,the Egyptians, deaa 
upon the ftioare. ' . _,. . , • 

a Next, doth the Lord fo remember to requite the fervicesof his jpeopU? is 
there fuch a lively remembrance, and ample recompence preparing for chem ( how 
(hould this fire up the affeftions of all unregenerate perfons, to hire themlelves out 
. to God for fervants d, to fwear with David e, to vow with lofauaf to lerve leho- 
4. vah • renouncing the devils drudgery, co whom they have hicbereo damned them- 
felves voluntary flaves, to their ineCtim able difadvantage. It is a point (I woew ) 
they will not hear of, that the devil is their good Lord, that he fees them a 
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and will pay them their wages. You know how ill the Jews took it to be told as 
much by our Saviour Chrift^. But that it is no better with chem, the feripture is 
clear, and thejoynt teftimony of all Gods redeemed ones concurrent: for we our 6 Ioh,5 ‘ 44 
felves alfo (even / Paul , and thou Tims) were fometimesfooliftj, difobedient, deceived, 
fervtng diverfe tufts andpleafures h, hampered and enwrapt in the invifible chaines h Tit 2 2 
of the kingdom of darknefle, being taken alive captive by the devil at his pleafure /, iz Timilaj 
hurried about by him as Bajazei in his iron cage* toiled out of all true com- rot. 

fort, as Samfomt his mill: oppreft with unreafonable tasks, and infupportable bur- * 

dens, as Lrael in the iron-furnace .* this is their work. And for wages, they are 
expofed to a world of plagues and curfes, armies and changes of forrows* and cala¬ 
mities here, their whole life being but one continuate vexation k., befides the fear *.EccIef.2.i7 
of death (that upfhoc and center of evils to evil men) making them fub.eEl to bon¬ 
dage all their life time l. And worthily: for terrours take hold of them (then) as 
waters,thcy make them afraid on every fide nuTrouble and anguijh make them afraid m Job. 27.20 
they {hall prevail againft them■ as a king ready to the battle n. Death 'feizeth upon & 18,19 
them, as a mercilefle officer stakes them by the throat as chat cruel fervant in the *l°b.i$. 239 
Gofpel: feedech upon their flefh, as a greedy lion p, ftings them to the foul as a otr t i„ I< 
fiery ferpene 7, gripes them to the quick as a bear robbed of her whelps ■ comes ^.49! 14 
upon them with a farm* EjeEt/one as an inexorable Landlord : carries them away as q 1 Cor.15.5j 
Ciods executioner, yea as the mefienger and forrunner of the fecond death, where 
the worm never dieth, where the fire never goes outr: where they feeftdeathbut pnde M 
it no., yea dfre it,but it fact h from themf It is reported oi%j>ger fomtimes 
Bilhop of Saif wry (the fecond man from king Steven) that he wasfo tortured in 
pnfon wich hunger and other calamities ufually accompanying people in that cafe, 
ut vivere nol,ierit, mori nefeierit , live he would not, die he could not. How much 
more true , think we) is this of all thofe that are chruft into that ©ucer-dark- Kubrlgenfu. 
ne:Te, that darknefle beyond a darknefle (as the word feemsto import) that ut- faoT©- 
mofi: dungeon of the damned, where there is nothing but weeping and wailing and 
gnahingofteeih . Weeping for extremity of heat, and gnafhing of teeth for ex¬ 
tremity of cold. Weeping is the expreili on of forrow, and forrow cools the heart* 
and cold makes the teeth to chatter. Thus thofe miferable creatures do, at ibme 
time, freez and fry, weep and gnafh, live and die, a dying life, a living death, 
not for a time, or times, or half a time t (oh happy they, if ever they might hope an 
end ! ) but ever and ever, and beyond all time, throughout all eternity. Oh confi- rRcv **^i 4 . \ 
drihas, all ye that forget God,lest he tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliver you u. u pr.t <D aa 
Save your felves from this tormenting Tophet, and be forwarned to flee from the x Aff. 26 18 
wrath to come. See what miferable flaves ye are to Satan (being altogether as 
much in his power and dutches* as he that goes gyved is in the gaolers .* or he that 
goes up the ladder pininond and hoodwink in thehangmans)and for how little good 
advantage ye lay forth your felves, and coylout your lives in wearifome * wicked- * T „ * 
nefle. Do but lummon the fobriecy of your fen fes afore your own judgments.and PAMslio 
fee what unceflant pains ye are at, and all to go to hell j whiles you do wickedly fMic.7.3. 
with both hands eurneftlyy , working hard at the works of the flefh, but patting vour S Ha g* r **- J 
gets into a bouomlefebagz.. Nay that’s not ail .* for he that foweth the winde (hall ^ f r ° v,aa8 
reap the whirelwinde a, faith Salomon, that is, he that foweth the wind offin and va- ?Gal 6 8 
nicy fhaU reap the whirlwindc of vengeance and mifery. And he that foweth cRom.tf.uIr. 
to his fab, (hall of the fiefh reap that corruption, that is contradiftinguifht to lifeever- s “ r f«™ f^rfum 
lafting b : for the wages of Cm is death c, temporal, fpiritual and eternal. And is it 
nothing to lolt an , d, mortal foil!? .to purebafe an everli v ing death ? hear then fee naZmimZi- 
tny ieltin good earneit: to fee and figh under Satans fervicude : be fenfiblc of n * n t*m & ex - 
ms yoke, as galling thy neck, and let it make thee cry out, O wretched man that I UTmi ”antem 
am who (hall deliver me from this unfufferable fervicude ! Behold. I am more mi- ^ 
ferabie Acn Wi. at the mill :for he had hope in his death, d but what hope have mul cumclr 
I, When God (hall cake away my foul e, f am more miferable then Zedekjah in cold figure, 
ironsj for chough helofr his eyes, vet he eicaped with his life: but I alafle am Mim£ 
am dead while alive f, a very living ghoft, a walking fepulchre of my felf. I am more 
miferable, then Ieremy in the dungeon .-for he found friends, and meanes of en- t lob.a^g 32 
largemcnt .• but to which of the Saints (hall I turn my felf or where (hall I finde /1 Tim. 5.4 
help or .refeuein heaven or earth ? I am more wretched then Ifraelin Egypt :for if * J°b. 5 .i. 

they 
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r.ftdem bis they performed their tasks, they cfcaped the bfh : but I, after all my befi: fervices 
yniltbctquam done to the devil!, am laden with ftripes, and frail be fcourged withfeorpions *. 
jadi firjervi- make moan to thy lelf, firft : and then make out to Chrift, next, for 

vhS'iL'o manumilhon and enlargement * for if the fin fit Jon free you frail be free indeed h. 
tyranno diaboh Cry to the Lord Chrdt in the words of the ancient Church, O Lord , other Lords 
qui fubdms ft - befides thee haz e had dominion over us, but \\r will remember thee only and thy name i. 
bt infandis di- xhy name is as an eyntmintpoured out , therefore the Virgins love thee k- O pour 
*BHce>™° ,S upon my dry foul of that precicu- oyntment, zn&ftablifr me with thy free Jpirit l, 
h /oh.8.36. for where thy Jpirit is,there is liberty m, from both the commanding and the condem- 
i ifa.aS.13. ning power of fin and Satan. O deliver not the fottl of thy turtle dove to thefe kicked 
CCanc 1.3 oms M . tn t jjy rlghtco.’tfriejfe rid me and Jet me free. For a day in thy courts is better 
tiT^Cor 2*17 then a tkoufand othcr-whire. I bad rather be a dore-keeper in the honfe of my God 0, 
nVfnl.74.1p then to be Satan s chicf-fivourice , or one of the privy chamber: For the Lord 
0^.84.10,11 Cod is a Sun a*d a {hie Id : the Lord will give grace and glory - large wages 1 grace 
and glory? what things be thefe? one would think that were reward enough 
for fiich forry fervice, as we can do him, at befi:: cy, but then her’s more then 
enough , for no good thing will he withhold from them that wait ^ uprightly . Oh 
bountiful! God ! who would not chufe and covet to be thy fervant ? who would 
not gladly fiand waiting at the ports of thy gates p , if haply at any hour of the day 
he might hear thy happy call, and Lc hired into thy heavenly Vineyard ? who 
p prov.8 34 would not: un through thick and thin * to compafle fuch a gainfull fervice ? And 
*&Hidamad yet ’ti:> a world to fee, a wonder to beheld how ftrangely men hang off here: 
omnia vis fy i :ow [, a arc co b c worm to the letting in hand with the works of the Lord .* 

liana non /f- rniferably flighting Gcdi offers , and letting flip their golden opportunities of get- 
lumambulant ting into his employment. They talkefometimcs of the wages,but fhrinkatthc 
fed <fy cutTuni V \o. k , as the Ifraelitcs talked of the reward of Goliath*s conqueft , yet fled from it 
imipotiusvo- w hcn they had done cj. The land is good; laid tliofc‘faint-hearted fpies, but 
SermAde c rtycs arc walled up to heaven , and the inhabitants unconquerable; They 

A ft.Dom. w*fh well other- whiles to heaven, as he that kneeled to our Saviour with good 

q 1 Sam.!?, matter r in his mouth: they could be glad with Balaam to dye the death of the 

a M 25 6 r 'ghteous, but to live their precifc and auftere life , that goes to the heart of them.- 
tumeflimpi- they cannot frame to it. O blinder then Hectles 1 the merchant refufeth no ad- 
os ditbolo urn venture for the hope of gain : the hunter fhrinketh at no weather for love of game; 
ftrenuifervire , the fouldier dcclineth no danger for defire of glory or fpoile : the bear breaks in 
faneuiniuretio u P Dn ^^ ves » contemning the flings; And fliall we fain to our felvcs an eafe 
nihil replndere in notunderftanding , or an idlcncffe in not fee-king after that fervice that will be a 
Cyprian: lib.de means unto us, not only of avoyding intollcrable, and cndleffe torments ( which 
opcntuktmp. is thedevills meed and wages ) but alfo of attaining immeafurablc and immortal! 

gh ry , plcafurc and gain, which is Gods reward and guerdon : For glory , ho¬ 
nour , and peace to every man that works good , to the lew firft, and alfo to the Gen¬ 
tile f. And contented godiinefle is greateft gain t, faith the fame Apoftle , fuch 
/Rom.2 10 as w berci:i all Ioffes are rccompentcd, all wants fupplied, all curfes removed, 
YuiveiouM.Ka.- cr °ff 2S fanfbificd, promifes accomplifhco, blctTedncffc procured, Satan conquered, 
f loro* eft in Death dettroyed, the grave fweerned, corruption abolifred, fanftification per¬ 
iodic. fefted, and heaven opened for a more happy cntcrance. What fhould 1 fay more 

1 Tim.48 for a conclufion of this firft Exhortation to thofe that A'c in their naturall conditi¬ 

on ? There is no gain to that of grace, no incrcafc to that of Gods fervice. The 
Ufurcr gaines fix in the hundred, but the gain of godiinefle is an hundred¬ 
fold here, and etcrnall life hereafter. Oh who would not then turne fpirituall 
purchafcr ? 
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•Sect. vi. 

Vfe 4 - Exhortation to Saints to abide in Gods love and 
to abound in his work .^ : fith their labour * 
of love is not in vain in the 
. Lord . 


O Urfecond Exhortation is to be addrefled to all thofe that are true of heart, 

whofc names are Written in heaven » , whofefervices are fee down in Gods 
book of remembrance. How fhould thefe firft, rejoyce in this privilcdee, more 
b grcatdcaD^r» if devils werefubdued unto them x ; what a mercy is this, that 
God fhould fee fo highly by their poor performances., as to record them in the 
high court of heaven: to gratifis and grant them thereupon great fuites on earth • 
to glory and boaft ofthem before the Prince of hell ; as he did of Job y bccaufc 
was Ka)ous over himielf and his with a godly jealoufy *. How fhould the 
Samcs delight themfelves in fuch a matter, and make their boafts of God all day 
long a < How fhould they fing with David , Lord thou baft dealt bountifully with 
uy fervant according to thy word b: carolling out , and calendring up the noble- 
acts ot that Lord *, Who Jh*U count Veheu he writes up the people c . that fuch a 
man was bom there, and there was faithfull in all his houfe, as a fervant d, with 
Aiofts : kept his word and not denyad his name with Per gamut and Philadel-. 
phtae : ini\2m\y ftrved the Lord day and night, with the twelv* tribes / &c. 
Thefe thing, he carefully recordeth, and -honourably mendorjech, and is it not a 
frame for us to be flothfuU, andfilent? to be forgetlull of him that thus remem- 
brcchus, and the poor things that paf.fi om us? Ofallthings God cannot abide 

to be forgotten: See how ill he takes it at the hand* of his people. They are a 
freward generation , children in whom*" faith faith he. For of the Rock that fc. 
gat them they are unmwdfull and. the God that formed them they have forgotten, 
osfndwhen the Lord faw it, he abhorred them , becaufe of this provoking of bis fin's 
and of his daughters g And a fire was kindled in hisaoger thereupon f even fuch 
as burnetb tothc lowcft hell. For the wicked frail be turned into hell, and who too ? 
Xeuhall them that for get.God b. But.what fhall become ofthem in the mean while? 

1 ™ f Z gSt J0M ( ? nd fo W y° u home in yow own 

I J? li f nr3 £ *" f vtrUJhng reproach upon you, and a perpetuall jtamc 
^htchfrall not be forgotten t. See this exemplified in the rich glutton Luc. 16. 
Who becaufe he remembred not that God gave him his come and wine and Tile, and 

multiplyed bis fiver and his gold but facrificed to his own net , and burnt incenfe 

rj-^^r^becaufeby them his portion was fat, and his meat plenteous /• 
therefore is he notfo much as once called by his name in holy feripture but Ives 
wrapt upmthefhc« of mfamy , and buried in -everlafting reproach which frail 
not be forgotten. • When as the poor beggar rhan fet God alwayes before him m 
\vith David , that remembred hisname in the mght T and thereby kept his law n\ 
is thought worthy to have a name in Gods book, ancf a nayle in Gods houfe 0, the 
Lord faying unto him as once to Mofis , / have known thee by name p , thjmemlri- 
aBfrailendure to all generations cj. Nay the Lord Jefus remembreth fuch1 ftill.now 
he is in his kingdome ir , that beftirr themfelves all they can, and defpatch a great 
^^little time, as that famous theef did, who therefore by acom- 
Sptin ^radife* afcerheW ^^ violence to Gods kingdom* f t ftole heaVcn, and 
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T> Ht fecondly , Doth God remember his Saints and their fervices ? then let us 
ginf^J ,em<a 0 l 0al, to . KCl P roc * K byremeiobrine bimandhis mercies, but' 
•lio ( as his remembrancers ) to put him in minde (in calc he feem lets forward to' 
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do us good ) of his ancient proceedings, and gracious promifes. Thig h; that the 
t Efay 62 , 6,7 Prophet exhorts unto : Te that are the. Lords remembrancers hep not (Hence t . Thi* 
the Pfalmiftconftantly praftiled; Remember O Lord^ thy tender mercies and thy la 
u Pfid. 2 S.p ving kjndneffes, for the] have been for ever u . And this the Lord though he ' d 
eth it not, yet every where Bands upon. He exafts and expefts.it from ns as a 
part of his ferv.ee,and as a condition on our part to be ^filled in the new covenant 
Whereafter he had promifed great things ( concerning Juftification,Sanftification 
__ and preservation ) he lubjoyns. .Tet I Will for this be enquired of by the bo»(e of 1 C 
xEzek.3tf.37 rael to do it x So in another Prophet, I will blot but thy tranfgreffions, and 

remember thy finnes. But then, P*r me in remembrance ■ . let ns plead together ■ A, 

7lla.42.as.atf dare that thou mayeft bee juftified y . Whereby you fee what’s m bee done oii our 
part, if we would be remchibred with the mercies of Gods people. Plead weemuf* 
the gracious promifes: fpreadthem before the Lord, as He^kjahdid Sennacherib) 
*Efty 37 ,. 14 letter <. . Pray them over, as ZW often, andfo put him in mind ofthe good he 
hath fpoken concerning us. He loves to be impottuned in-his own words to bee bur 
dened with his own promifes,. and to be urged with arguments taken from his old 
proceedings Artfe, as tn. the dayes of old , and performe the mercy which thou baft 
«Mic.7:14,20 (worn to our fathers from the dayes of old a. J 

This Mofes and Elia, wellI underftood: and therefore the former as in pleading 
for the people, he m:nds the Lord often of his covenantwith Abraham 1 /aac and 
iExod.32.13 r ac ° b b , a °d treats with him to that purpofc by his Name Jehovah ( [hat emoha 
« Exod.tf-3 ticall and comfortable Name r:) fo when he had foretold a plague to the iEgvcti- 
ans, or the remove of it, yet he omitted not to pray the accompliihmenr. And the 
latter, when he had by warrant from heaven promifed rain to Ahab after three 
d Jam.5.17 yeers draughttfet he went after ward to the top of Carmek and praved earneftlv d 

•SffSbm. C^ h Sc. F r -) be prayed to-gWy luftily Vrioufly; 

’ of h,s heart ( as it were ) in prayer, for he ftoopt , and ( betcht , and put hit face be 

* - h ' ts f«* ^e ftory, and this for a great while together, till at length 

a cloud, and Jfterthis a cataclyfmeof raine and waters came of it- when once 
«1 Kin. 18.42 he had prayed to purpofe, and not till then*. For the Lord,though he be liberal! 

. y«t hc is DOt prodigall: and although he rc/eft not our weak fervices vet hi 

throwes not away his mercye, upon fuch as hold them 'not* worth whiftling 
after, as they fay. Be bis children never fo deare unto him, yet they fliali know 
their diftance, and their duty : fand although he love to be acquainted with them in 
the walkes_of their obedience, yet he Uketh ftatc upon him in his ordinal 
a " d wilbe fought unto for hur mercies. Seek. the Lord. faith the Prophet, kS 
/Hofxe.12 'henltMheratne nghtetafnefenponyett f . For likeas the Sun drawer UD va. 

pours from the earth,not to reCainc thcm.but to return them to the moiftenine and fo 
fattening of the fame .• fo doth the Lord draw from us our devocions and other 

^or4^ CnCfit0fhb ° Wn ’ bUtt °" Cm e-cuponu, 
Sect. VIII, 

L A %» this (me thinks) fhould mightily pneourage good peoples hcarr.0 
and lengthen their hands in well-doing, to confider, that the Lord doth 
perfeftly remember plentifully to requite whatfoever fervice. The pains cannot be 
caft away that we refolve to lay out, nay to lofe for Chrift. Afafter, (kith Peter 

Z!-;/ 7 fJ ahii 7 d al mgbt \ an A ha 7 e f a ^ n ™hing. Neverthelefe at thy word wee 
«tuk.?.?, 6 Will let down the net g And he fped accordingly; for heenclofed a great draught 

f ^ r' J"" C ° £ * brcakm S of the Netj&rc. So true is that <?f the ApoBIe, ties 
A \\ ^ 0V ? r * 11 ' " r \ ch Hni 0 ali th ** C * U *P™ bim h : He gives exceeding abun- 
i'Sfii*; eVen u ab °, Vc a11 or think i. Thus David\skcd life of tife Lord, 

k u ' • ‘ 4 and , h 5 ^ ve /v m r en , 8th r ? f da v es for ever and ever Solomon asked wifdomc foot 
wealth j and he had wifdome and wealth too: Hexxkiah asked one life, and God 
gave him two : added fifteen yeers to his dayes,which wc count two mens lives and 
> yeer over. The pilfic man feeking health at Chrifts hands,had health and hnren 
to boot. ZdchiKtOmme to fee Qhnft,not onely feeth him, but hcarcth him focal* 
mg falvation to him and his. * 
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Yea, ( may fome fay ) God may crown his people with falvation : but they are ob ~~ 
hardly put to’t in the mean while, many of them, and forely vexed by the oppref- JohnBmiA 
lions of their enemies, who make pitiful! havock oLthem, and God repards it noc. wa * »irt>ouc 
Firft, this is not for their diligence,but negligence rather in the work of the Lord- any ]a *’ ri S hr » 
lazy fervants muft bequickned. . j 0r r ^ a ^ n J-bc- 

Secondly God hereby tryeth thetruth, and foundnefTe of their graces ; makes fon.at.houg'j' 
it appear that they ferve him for himfelf, and not meerlv for Drovender or for i Go <* hdd 
whole skin, as the Devil accufcd Job l. 7 known no- 

Thirdly, God in humbling them remembretb them, for his mercy endureth for hin?Gm«° f 
ever m. Is Ephraim my dear fonne ? is he a pleafant child ? for fince I jbake a- Marfb Martyr. 
gatnft him , / do earneftly remember him ft ill : therefore my bowels are troubled for him : ML & 

I will furely have mercy upon him, faith the Lord n. jot. 142$. 

UIHy, heaven willpay for all, and the lefle they take up of their wages before /iob 24 
hand, the more they fhall receive at the quarter day. It w f u ff er together with ™ ^'.136.23 
him, we fbalbeglorified together 0 . This made Abraham content to dwell in tents n ' cr 3 •• 20 
becaufc he looked for a more enduring city p : Mofes chefe the reproach of Chrift l ST' 8, ' 7 
(the wotft part of him; before the honour otPha rM h', court& this when he was l SibT.lf 
no baby neither, but at mans eftate y and therefore knew well what he did • &c. 
and all becaufe he hadrefpett to therecompence of Reward. This made the belcev- r Heh - IO -34 
ing Hebrewes/*f«- mtbpj tht- failing ,f their gmds, at (mmag that they had njtjS' 
tn heaven abetter, and more enduring fithflance r . £a.,kiel willing to deliver an 
unplealtng mefTage, and fuffer for it too, becaufe God took him up and let him De a,. 
hearethenoifeof a great rulhing, faying, Bleffcd be the clary of the Lord f cbim ^efuo 

Nay our Saviour Chrift Helped hiinfelf over the htrdiltip of his croffc, by cafti firikr'A' 

ing his eye upon the Crown.- leaving us an example to follow, a copie i to ttfclU, 
Write alter. And indeed it is a matter palling difficult to obey God, when carnall b'croKif/.nra- 
reafon fuggefteth likelyhood or damage or other danger. Bpc if it were a fuffici- 
ent reafon to move to neglcft hb ftuffe in the land of Caaaaa, becaufe Vha. 
rath promifed him the bell things o( Egypt « . How much more (hould the * 2 Cor.4 , 7 
alluranceot heaven (thattrue treafure ) make us carclefll- of this carthlv tralh > taJi’dm t g,. 
How fhould the very fore-thought of that exceeding, exceeding weight of 
glory x , make us plentifu l in Gods workc: caufeand even compcSus to hear 
much, pray much, lxvehohly, dcalc uprightly,beconftant and abundant in well- elegant treble 
doing, whatever come of it: Not Banding upon the worlds cenfure, who are Antith efis, fc 
apt enough to call thee foole for thy forwardneffe, and two foolcs forthv fooler. do “ b, f h y- 
hardweffe, ( fo they ulually call and count the care of good confcicncc, andcour- yonSfii. 
age m a good caufe: ) let them work on , and fparc not, but fearc thou ing-Afu^r- 
God .- and agamfi: all their * black coles, comfort thy felf with bis white fane ,at ‘ v etr«i- 
y • Let them think bafely of thy courfr, but do thou thinkbufily of Gods ^SSrfe-u 

ru e cmtt a ^or‘SkeV ar UUy0f ^ ‘ CCOmpenCC > CVCn abo « tha ‘ . 

Up therefore (that I may refume the exhortation, and fhut up alH Ud I fav foui, dinan 

and be doing, and the Lord fhalbe with you a . why ft and ye here idle all the 

day long b ? Why linger ye and look, thus one upon another c ? You fee your HeachemV 

J vor ^», y° u * cn °W your wages. It is but an inch of time you have to take paincs caufc 

in, and then cternitieof reft and rccompence: Where it would repent you nothing 

moreC tf twere poflible there to repent) then that you had begun no fooner 8 & ha 

that hlr^ n d hardC ' r ' n ? fma11 incou r a g e inent (in the mean-while) to know* with fuch * r 
that he fets down in his book of remembrance, not how many yearcs only but f P irit - 

dayes, nay houra we fpend in his fervicc : what heat we fuffer, what cold, what * Ni & T0 c f rba ' 
hunger, what thirft: what Ioffe, what ftraights.- wahe danger, what difficulty 7«T n ‘ 
n^f™*;** Hteged city aptfre life man. ( fsith (Zl , 7 
Solomon ) and he lyhtt rtf dame delivered the city, yet at man rem,mired that < Eph 3 26 
fame poore man d . This is the courfe of the world, but tis other wife with l L Chr ' 22 ft 6 

o Mat.20.6 

M 2 God 







1 'The Righteous mans R ecompence . 


ThelZjgbteous mans c Recompence. 


■wd thy labour e , faith he to Epbeftta : not thy 


work: only, hut thy labour in working: not thy love only, but thy labour of love - 
not thv hone only, but thy patience of hope in our Lord Jcfus Chrift, in the fight 
<f God and our father f -. Not thy crofl'es only, but the number, time, place and 


Jlh-non tan- mrafure of our crotTes arc with God : Not thy perfon only, bat thy f liftings 

Mnufed arc ** htS Loul ^ n ” dlh 7 genres in his bottle g : yea the ha ires of thy head are num- 

q<nt dies bred h , not one of them fhal' perifh : much Idle the head it ielf. But though 

atquc boras waflied a little, with Paul in the fhip-wraclc i , yet thou fliaic be landed fafe at 

in Mins the Key of Canaan, the kincdome of heaven. 
rultu con- 
fu imus 

apugUlimibus fits notat ; frigor a , famem cnlturm bonorum foe. Catt.f i Theffalonians i.z £PCU 55 ♦ 

h Matthew 10 30. Qu* pretio habemus ea numerattmfoc. i Aft.27. ** 


CHAP. VII. 


Doft. VI. Such as fear the Lord , mill be thinking upon his 'h&raci what 
it is to do fo. 


And that thought upon his 
Name . 


H .Ere’s a further defeription of the parties in fpeech by afecond property. Al 
they feared the Lord, fo they thought upon his Name. Where comes to be 
confidcred, firft, what is meant by Gods Name, the objeft of their thoughts .• ie- 
rru.30.4. condly, what by thinking upon this Name, which is the aft of thefe ancient belee- 
Jud. 13.18. vers, abouc that objeft. 

JtZSS. .Name Irere bath reference Co God .* and I,is Name fignifieth. Cods fclf, in 
«j us r a ld. , s u J}| eatc hable Lfience, or that unutterable fubfiftence that each perfon hath in 

firaprafi. the God-head*. 2. All fuch names and titles of God, his attributes, aftions.or- 
d ‘ nances > and al things elfe that have any fpecial print of Gods image flampt upon 
? 5 h T’ are faid CO bc S° ds Name u P° n thc m •• tecaufe by them he is known as a man 

rum Dei by his name. 

jr Abraham. Nest, to chink upon this Name of God, isdiverfely sloffed,and expounded by 

5n intrlltflu Cun inM>rnr<irni-a U* A __ \ t_ r ■ t . ? . . __ * 


juaicwm ejfe -- ^ * hiah uaui ncaru ana learnea or vjOO, ana His wayes Thus 

foc.R David P Linus fucctnftly and pithily. This then was the guife of thofe godly ones of old.- 
5 and this is ftii the property and praftife of Gods faithful people,who as they feared 
Sr" CL. tl,e L r rd ; H 111 * ,s th ? foil figne they are here fet out by ) fo, as a fruit or rather 
SZui fupputant °j hoty fear, they think diligently upon his Name; that is tt\ey 

i.in preno ba- bend and bufie their beft thoughts upon the things of his kingdome Hencewe 
pent nomen we may learn, 0 

CruUlZh- l !,aCit is ‘ h f P a " and propercy of a man truly fearing God to bemueh in the 
riscognitio- meditation of the things of God. Such as fear the Lord in truth will be thinking 

new ajfidua upon hisName. 

mentis rumi- 

natme ptnfitantes. Feint. inlocm. * Hac hntier* pittans vtr* foment indiutfoc. Gttehba ;i« hem. Bed- 


Sect- 


Sect. i- 


Thc Point proved by Scrip tare. 

Y Ou fee they go coupled in the text, as individual companionsand other¬ 
where in feripture, it is made the mark of a man truly religious that he hath 
right thoughts, chat is, well fet upon thole rigliteft objefts, God and his Name. 

'I he thoughts of the righteousare rtghf a. And again, the defire tf the righteous a p rnv , 2 < 
onely goodb. Not that any man, iivthisviatory condition, is fo happy as to have his H’ro.i! 23 
heart altogether empty ofevil thoughts and defires .- buc that’s the thing heirrives *M*gno jluJia 
unto, and breaths after, he fuffersnoc evil motions torooft in his minde, to keep «- 

refidence there, to lodge in his inwards as Jeremies exprcilion is : he fc-ves God £' 2 ^* 
hisfpirit with Paul (at ieaft in his general refolution and intention) Ha fits the Lord Sediamen mn- 
ahaayes at his right hand e ' with David he walks continually in the fenle of his pre- P*tarejundi- 
fence, and height of his countenance, with Henoch , Noah, eAbrahant t and others, ,{lSne( ^ a f uam 
he wholly follomcth after the Lord his God with Caleb fy in defire and endeavour ac emmcarofii-^ 
Ieaft hemaites for God in the may of his judgements with the Church in lfit. And petflnagene- 
the defire of hi s foul is to Gods mimi\andthe remembrance of b.mg. In which holy foe. Greg. 
courfe if he be at any time interrupted (as the belt is many dines) he cryes ouc 
mournfully fcich the Church in the fame Chapter.- O Lord our God , other Cj iwtp* 
lords be fide s thee have had dominion over us, yet through the: otely w.ll we make d Korn. 1.9. 
mention of thy name h. I finde a law in my members warring againft: the ePM.t6.8. 
law of my minde ( that frame of holy thoughts) and carrying me captive to the ,9 * 

Jaw of fin and of death i. The law truly isfpiriiual, but I am carnal fold under • . 

fin; I confent to the law that it is good, even then when I tranfgrefle it, and me. as a ifcip 
do that I would not. Nay.more, 1 delight in the law of God after the inward underfaile, 
man: yea with the minde, I my felf ferve the law of God, then, when with the isca , r " 
flefh, the law of fin. Thus the regenerate pare in a chriftian ftill hankers and wif h Rewind 
hangs toward God, as the fca-mans needle toward the North-pole, as the mife- &t. 
rable captive toward his own countrey, asthediftrefled fpoufe towa d him whom £]fai.ad.8 
her foul loved .- (hejlept indeedfiut her heart waked 4 , all the while God is the pro- ! 2 & V’ 76 ‘ 
per and moft plealjngobjeft of a good mans thoughts and affeftions, as David 
often avoweth him in the book of Pfalms. And though he be hard layed ac fom- if. 

times; ey, andnotfeldom feduced l and hurried afide by armies and changes of 22 - 

evil thoughts, noyfome lufts, fatanicalinjeftions, and other grievous temptations 25 * 
both from within and wichoyc.- Yet for the main bent, the general inclination and tUm^il' 
intention of his thoughts and affeftions, he is ftill with God, as David, when 1 awake «|a*o^s r©-' 

I am ftill with thee m, faith he. And oil how precious are thy thoughts unto me O Xa ‘ SsMa^o- 
God n 1 how great is thefum of them ? in the multitude of my perplexed thoughts with- 
in me , thy comforts delight my foul. And to like purpofe the Church: All this is comb n Phi 139 17 
upon us, yet we have not forgotten thee, neither hav: we dealtfalfely in thy covenant. «Pfel5»4ij>. 
Our heart is not turned backjt neither have our fteps declined from thy wayes. Though t PGl1 ' 44 « ! 7 , 
thou haft fore broken us in the place of dragons,and covered us with the (hadow of death, il * ,9 ’ 20 » ai . 
Jf we have forgotten the name of our God, orftretcht out our hands 10 a ftrange God,(hall 
not Godfearch out this > forheknowes tbe fecrets of our hearts p. And that confi- 
deration as it kept their thoughts within compafiefo it may well minifter unto us * 

aground of good reafoh for the point in the firft place. 

Sect. II. 

The Point proved, and enforced by five reafohs* 

G Ods people are much taken up in the thought of his name, for they know Rcl r r 
c # hat he knows the fecrets of their hearts? (as he that makes a watch knoweth 
Sffj every 
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/ll things are every mi ning and winding in the watch.) And that as he k^oivcs them, fo he 
(for the out-^ 0 ~ ves iJj-m too : For ’ris he tb.it made ns thefc fpirit s r , and therefore he requires 
naked?and Vtf to be laved in enrfnirits / : It is he that gave us our thinking faculties, we can* 
(for the in- not move ( no not with a motion cf the niindu ) but in him t . Both th's 
fide) TtTfcL- preparations cf the heart, and attfWcr «f the tongue is of the Lord a . And is it not 
realon therefore that he lliould have a tribute of our thoughts, a though t-fervicc 
tefd cleft 3r a ^° ' Ir i 5 trilc our bodies with the members thereof, mutt be offered up and 
thorough the prefented to God as a living facrifice x . But that lacrificc can neither be living, 
back-bone,as nor well-oleafing, where the heart is wanting j . Hence he fo called of old for 
all the ht of the inwards ill the lirt offering ~ : and tettified afterwards by David. 

iAft 17.2* that he delighrcth more in a broken heart the win all facrifices a ■ he rolles himfelf 

KProv.id.i in it as in a bed of fpiccs b , and feemes to fay of it to'thc fonnes of men, as fome- 

a Rom. 12. 1 times "jofiph to his brethren concerning Benjamin his brother, or as David to Ab- 

J 1 ** 5 ' 29.1? „ er cc ticcrning Alichol his wife ; ye {hall not fee my face except ye bring it c . 
gp X ° ‘ 2? " He will have the hearth or nothing, bccaufc it is the creafory of all our thoughts, 
dPfal. 51 17 fpecchcsandadions: but firft of our thoughts, which arc the next and imme- 
£ Cant. 6.1 diate fruit and iffuc of the heart, whence,the fcrviccsdone him by them, cannot 
but be mod pleating, fich they are m oft fpirituall, and farfheft off from pollution 
■Dcva.6.6 bypociily; whereunto they cannot befo fubjc&as outward icrvices, which 
are performed femetimes more out ofrefpeft to the Creature,tbcn to the Creator, 
ePfal.44.17. Hencc Church in that fore-alledged Pfalme/ceking to approve her fdftuGod, 

g- c> * plcades the fincerity & goodnclTc of her thougbts.as a fufficient teftiunony of her 
truth & integrity e . But this is not alt: Gods people arc thougbtfull of his Name, 
Reaf. 2. not only moved With fcare ( as the text here couples them , ) becuifc hefearcheth 
out the fecrets of their hcar.ts, and calles principally for their thought s: but alio out 
of love, and ftrength of affeiftion ( as the fpoufc acknowledged: ) the property 
+Animus tfi whereof, is to fee the thoughts aworke upon the thing beloved : according to'that 
ubi amtt , «on j n t he proverb,the mindc of a manis not where it lives, but where it loves * And fo 
fCanc!T? itls here. Gods Name is as an oynttoent powered out ^therefore the virgines love himf. 
Jpfal.34^ They have tafied andfeen how good the Lord isg . They had often heard by the hear - 
h lob 42.5 ing ef thee are,but now their eye hath feen him h . His good name hath been fweetcr to 

iEcclef.7;i them,then a precious oyntment i ; it hath filled their hearts, as Maries Spikenard 
lRcv’iti.4 did die ^ ol, ^ c ^ • This maketh the virgines, that follow the Lamb wherefoever 
ftii Pet.1.8 he goeth, that {land with him upon mount Sion , having his fathers name written in 
their foreheads l • to love him for the odour of his good ointments, though 
they fee him not m . And out-of the dcare refpeft and love they bear unto his 
Name, to be continually thinking upon that which their foulelovech. 
hRom.s.s The more they love, the more they think, and the more they think, the more 
0.1 Ioh*2«20 1 they l° ve •* God having Ihed abroad his love (thatpart of his Name ) in their 
hearts n as a iweet oyntment, by the Holy ghofi , that anointing, that is given 
unto them, and which teacheth them all things 0 . 

Reaf. 3 All d that’s a third Reafon, why the Saints are fo let upon the thoughts of Gods 
Name, they are taught and inabled thereunto by that holy fpirit, their domefticali 
Monitour and fweet inhabitant. For, know ye not that your bodies are the temples 
j>i Cer. 6 19 of the holy ghofi that is in you p . And if their bodies .are the Spirits temples, 
$Cant.?.6 furely then their foules.are his Holy of Holies ; wherein arc continuall pillars 
fi cw. of incenfc amending cj ; good and holy thoughts, (I meane ) abounding, by the 
JO. ’ ' * operation of the Holy ghoft ; ( whofe immediate motions they are ) we being 
• not able of our fclves to think ontf good thought r . There never entred into the 

heart of a naturall man, the things that God hath prepared for them that love him ft 
But God hath revealed them to us by his fpirit: whofe worke it is. 

1. To enlighten. 

2. To enlarge the heart, wherein be takes up. 

His firft work is to beat out new windows in the dark foules of men j to let 
in a new light thereinto to give us thereby foaie fight of God, forne fenfe of his 
fweetnette, fomc glimpfe of his glory. Not as he is in himfelf,.in the brightnefle 
and perfection of his eflcncc : for fo he is incomprchenfible, and the light where¬ 
by he fhould be feen inaocefiible t , Nor yet fo perfectly Bere, as he ftands dc- 
»i Tim.tf. 16 feribed unto ns by his Attributes and actions, that’s referved for a better life. 

But 


it were. 
JIoh.4 24 
»Aft. 17-2* 
KProv.i 6 .1 
a Rom. 12. 1 


% Exod.29. • 
3 9 , 

dPfal. 51 >7 
b Cane. 6 . 1 
eGen.43.3 
rfProv.2j. 26 
Ueut.d. 6 


ePfal.44.17. 

Sec. 


ubi animat. 
/Cane. 1.? 

6 Pfal.34.8 
h lob 42.5 
iEcclef.7;i 
A.Ioh.u.5 
iRev.14.1.4 
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/iRom. S.S 
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$Canc.;.6 
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h ' 3 , ° nly ( wi ' h „ Mofe J ~My W Till'd ~Name „ 7 hiT 

fehoyah fehovah ftrong , merctfuR gratiom longft;ffl- r e„ ff See Thnc ^ u 1’ 

fpincgives us to fee of God, choughfeme what obfeufely 

or as in a glaffe , in a riddle, or as an old man through ’ipefta-’lcs^ the ^reir-ft 

part ofour knowledge being but the lcaft part of our ignorance ~ 'And 

having thus opened our cyes,and turned hs from darfnefic to lioht, he turn's us 

from the power of Satan to God * : that whereas heretofore wc vvereXdL 

Cated by the Prince efthe poWer of the ay re a, the God of this tvorM t,! 5 

blinded our minds b , and then fee abroad upon our heaits and 

ing out thence whole fwarmes of cvill thoughts, and litters of lufts that'Wv / 

gamft the foul c : So now, being policed by a better fpirit » , ' *** l 

enabled to captivate and conformc our thoughrs to the iovemignty of Go^gra*^ 

the rules of his word, and the remembrance of his Name. ^ J k ga ’ 

fourthly, .their new Nature/ thatble/rcdfbmcofGodsgrac-ereaedin 

by the fpirit- that great Architect , that plants the heavens "and fould 

non of the earth, that he may fay to Zion,Thou art my people d \ This Dh*in *KnZt~ 

teth^ S?f 1C ’ and renCWCd Ima ? C °^od,chis habft of Realcnly-miXmflfc pw 

iw S od f r v3 "? up0, ,‘ a , contin “ a11 frclh l ^awn of holy though s Vo bJdcl 
S/n^V^ n “/ y a chief mward fenfe ef the fourn' te- 

fthof ft f & . 0 l, t, ’ e ut . Kr dcffolving of that old frame of vile thoughts and luffs 
(thofc ftrong-holds wherein iatan had cntrcncht f himfelf rh.’ «,u «• • r # 
and body of a Chrifiian is fanUified throughout g. 

ftamps his image upon the {first of onr minds #, makes us partake of the rod like 

isinthe ™ drld thorough l„fi L &c * Hen^ 

an ability of holy thoughts and affeftions , for as the manis fucharehis dUnn 
fitions and mediations The liber all man deVifeth liberall things / . J!rJdlTn 

outofthegoodtreafure of hss heart bringsth forth good thiu^m • An/ZfT 
Within out of the old heart proceed evill thoughts » &c 7 fo from chefamftT 

ffio d d h . C and P his C Naffle naifiC£ ' Ch ° UghtS * andSraCi °“ S confiderat ‘™= rrfpefts*o 

f§ ucfor the truth and certainty of this point of the godlv 
Jhe? ^ ™ an y. nea F a ? d relations he ftands in to God.- ?ogb- 

dea j gS hc h r atba , nd often u{e he makes of his Name, lor 
Godfirft he is the good mans f nen d 5 anfi l f at | lcrj p r j ncc and portion God 

tnA/l r ° : h l hat , h ? ivenu P his name to Gods truth de’voted 
h mfelf to his fear », fworne himfelf to his fcrvice ?, and endeavours nothing 

Shicbis?h a 0 f fi°ft C Wlth dI hisWith misfou1 ’ and with a11 his tho^hl 
thaC firft at l d S reat commandement of the law, whereupon the reft ban or 

end h ^ p0nar ‘ a ' -’ ° r a A beads u P° na ® rin S‘ And fccondly for the namfof 
God. they r«»» ,r in any ftreffe. MteaJlmgtower f: cheyi,/t 

*f “'j ® irde " or S ll ' er y: pty rejojet in it as ik all tnafjc H : y ca vhat 
th'jdo,* at deed thej da all in the name ofthMJefLchrifl l Z w™ 

Sfcnfi° ffi d y H- 0?Ce i0 f ° ds Mme ’ run » “ “P°" a » occafioj, wa'lHnT 
ttlkof it, do all in it, and yet notmindeit, not be much in the thouehtofir? 
Again can we acquaint our felves with the Almighty, vouch him for our 
L? h i m UP f ° r our . S ° vcra Ign e , convcrfe familiarly with him as our friend 
him 1 *3 upnghtneffeand integrity, walk, with him * i n an humble 
nli r r ty 1 by an entire obedience and ready cdhformitv and 

yet not frequently think on him ? ’tis not poifible. } > a 
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5 ECT* III. 

Vfe 1. Thofe that habitually think, net upon God , fear 
not God. 


N tiSLk* a PP Ilca * iot y A Are aj 1 ©ods people fuch as think upon his Name? nfe 1 
T his then ftmth. firft, tofhut all fuch out of this holy fociety , andco 
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evince them void of Gods true fear, that think noedayly and diligently upon 
God , that make not his name the matter of their meditation , that/*? not in their 
hearts , Let m now fear the Lord oar Cod b err. The wicked iailh David\ 
through the pride of hi* countenar.ee will not feek after God : Gad is not in all 
his thoughts c: Eating and drinking , buying and idling, building and planting 
plowing and reaping &c. are in his thoughts , but God falls not into his thoughts 
the whole day thoroughout. Or if in a whole lottery of thoughts, h,* flumblc 
haply upon God and his Name, yet his heart is met ely paflivc in it ( as was Sauls 
and lla Liams: ) it is only as a thorough-fair for fuch thoughts : they give him a 
joy and away : they (alutc him as he in th2 Comxdy did his fellow with good- 
morrow , and farewell both in a breath. He is foon fated, nay jaded and tired out 
atafermon, or fo, where he hath occafion of better thoughts then ordinary. 
He favours not thefe things of God d , he finds no more rclifh in them then in 
the white of an egge or a dry chip. Hence it comes, that they foon pafsaway 
from him, like Nt’ochadnt^ars dream, which himfelf could not remember by 
morning. Nothing fettles or *bides with him of this nature. Thy consider not in 
their hearts , that I remember all their rvickedncjfe e. Some traniknc' thoughts 
they may have that way, in cold blood other whiles, but to little or no purpofe. 
They turn not fhort again upon thcmfelves with the prodigall /• they fit not 
alone g with the Church in the Lamentations , to entertain and nounfh good 
motions: they call not thcmfelves to adomelticall aud.t, 'cis tfiach to them to 
da any thing that way: they do not commune with their own hearts upon their beds b> 
They fummon not the fobrlcty of their fenfes before their own judgements to fet 
themiclvcsdown by right reafon, to argue thc cale with their own confidences, 
and to fay every man to himfelf, what have I done i? what do I mean? what 
doth God think of me ? what will he do with me ? what's my cafe here ? and 
what will be my condition a thoufand ycers hence? Thcfc lavoury thoughts 
thefe wholelomc confiderations feldomc or never enter into the confines ot theic 
hearts. Or if they do (as fometimes they do ) upon fomc luddep unexpeded 
cvill accident, ( as the death of a dear friend, fomc more remarkable loffein thejr 
effaces, the hearing of a powerfullfcrmon, or the like) oh whatfhifc will thefe 
men make to rid their hearts of fuch unwelcome guefts, that they may be no longer 
raclct and difealed by them ? how do they bring their buckets to quench fuch a 
fpark of the fpirit kindled in their breaftsrhow do they choak and thiottle,beforcit 
it draw breath, fuch a motion made them by the holy gbolt 1 defperately 
faying to God, Depart from tu , we defire not the knowledge »f thy rtajes k. Cuff¬ 
ing Gods word behind them, as.the old world did Noahs preachiag ( it was even 
more then fpilt upon them, whiles they would k»or» nothing of all that was fore¬ 
told them till the flood came , and fwept them away , as verminc ) hating to be 
healed, refilling to be reformed w, drowning the noife of their clamorous con¬ 
fidences, with the hurry, and clutter of worldly bufinefles and imploymenrs; as 
the old Italians in time of thunder ufed to ftioot off their greateft ordnances * to 
ring their biggeft bells, and to make ail the fragour they could, to drown , as far 
as they might,the noyfe of theheavcns.that it might not affright thcm-And for chat 
other faculty commonly called wrniwnt , to ma kc a j[ f a f e t j, ere # th i ay f a ft 
hold upon all the principles in their heads, andimpjifon them », as thcApoftle 
fpejketh, tearing out their foules, as much as may be* thofe common notions * 
of truth and falfhoqd, right and wrong , good and evill, whether left in mam 
nature at the fall, or fuperinduded fincc % I will not difputc : There , I am furc 
they are by a good providence ot God for jhc convention of civill fociety : till 
razed and rooted out, or loekt up at leaft in reftraint, by fuch as would fin fecufcly 
without difturbancc,till at length they arive at that dead and dcdolent dilpofition « 
of the debauched Heathens, little differing from that of the very devils, and fo 
wrath come upon them to the Htmofi p . 
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Sect. IV. 

Of thofe that think, hafie and bald thoughts of God. 

B Uc fccondiy, if the bare not thinking upon God and s>6odn*/fe r™,,., 
to bee unfanftitied ; what ftiall wc fay of fuch as think of God’ indeed tut 
tmnk bafely of h.im and unworthily , call him, as it were into a difl.onouV 5 .le 
mould, by thofe bald conceits they take up of God.. Thy W,„i, thur ■ 
gmatunen about him, as thofe Philofophers fpoken of by the Apoflle th.-.t dun , 
gedthe gleryef the tncrraftshle Gad iau sue image made like a corrueMe J, „ . 
So do many ignorant people, now-adayes, conceive of God ( and wiilrlor bp ft../ j 
ten out ofitUsofanoldman fittin/in heaven, with a croin „u hu tod and a J 
feepter in his hand, admimftring his kihgdome, as ah earchjy Prince &c Others * 
that arc not altogether fo grofle-wicted, but veeld you, that God / 1 inir.V d r 
not a bodily fubftance; yet they.fet him not up for fuch a fpirit as he /hinds defen ? 
bed in the holy Scriptures ; HoIy,.pure, juft, jealous, omniprefent, omnifeient om 1 
nipotent, recompencmg the righteous, and repaying the wicked to his face , &c~ l 
Of this fort of fmners were thefe above text, chat denied Gods fprclalj providence’ 
andcareofhis people,&c. And fuch aihongft us are found, notafew^^ that con * 
ceive God either to be wicked altogether, fuch an one themfelves bccaufehei^c ° 
filcnce at their finnes /: or elfe fo made up of mercy that he wi’ll r,f tf 
foever, and notdeftroy the work of his own hand!' or lift h "fo IV !h ™ I,ow : ^ 
wretchlefle, that although he reckon with them for other niiV/em E ' and « 

t Uu g hMlgofr, 4 beleeving and pleadtag'* 
and peUdent principle, what do they elfe hut protaneGods fpirituall nan,,! ^ ’ t 
k,ng ameer mock and an idol of the Almighty, as if heknewnotmens tlmuXT ° 
and had nofovermguty orer them ? But they fhall find, to their borrow t « God * 
fearcbeth the hearts , and trteth thi reins t , thofe feats of lufh • Z *° 

parts in all mans body: Yea, and kills bde 4 c n 

*t » . That he knowes( as the meaning of the fpirit jr, fo) of the flefh too f 
though it never put forth it felf in the outward man : that be fits s-r far!? r ’’ • 1 
alfo thf.gh .jf his , : and wiI1 no[ f4il t0 hri'Zt flilrtTAT" « 

yudgtmcn, «, even all their Atheifticall, vainglorious, covetous, ambitious iX « 
terous, maheous thoughts, and projeds againft the Lord and hisChnft I WI 
crown and dignity. And that none may be ignorant, he makes Proclamation drcre * 1 
of (as it were in open Seifions) by the voice of his holy Prooher ^ 

Oyes ; Hear O earth, hhold, ldll kriag evillay.Tl^'^alhe tliZ 
their thoughts a . Where ye have to obferve > that the heavv wmrh o n A * 

of Almigh ? God is both tie juft defect, 4 

count you that a fmall matter ? Is it nothing to fall late the j ' Sr 

living God if Is there net a fire kindled in hS 

^ ChaC 1S T ard d / ftem P er * and menca H abomination harboured and dldw’ * 55 

cd ) that bums as h * 4* the net hereof hell I and a,low " c 
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Sect. V. ' 

' : ■ • 1 r.v.B 

dgatnfi thoughts of Atbeifme, Blafthemjfi Infidelity } and Rebellion* •' 

***"*> 

Id?d*id S % *s**ginations y fuch as exalt thLfelve, againft Ue hnokedfrf 

mad'eby God'lhnfelfinfhe Sfo^tia^H^a^'^Thn^ik^^ve^rednmdthm^nt <aCor ‘ 19 '^ 

they have ftoken he, againft „e ; ,hongh 1 have be»nf,and ftrengthtned their armt, 

7 '* 
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/H°f 7.13,1$ yet do they imagine mifchief again (t me f. Hitherto may be referred ; 1. Thoughts 
tirndhici of Atheifme > as to think there is no fuch thing as God .• or if any, yet that hcc 
fecurum a gt re f«*h not, carech not, doth neither good nor evil g, walks in the circle of heaven , 
awm .- Keep- and hides himfelf in the thick, cloud h, without any refped at all to this inferiour 
TiNmuriut' w0lld * 2 * thoughts of blafphemy, as to murmur, grudge, and fpeak againft him 
idTrijfes exal. m our hcarts: and lecr f 1cly t0 mock ac his mighty works, his powerful! ordinances 1, 
to cali demit- the promife of his coming, &c. 3. Thoughts of infidelity, and defpair j as that 

teretetio. God doth not heed me, will not help me /, fave me, make good his word unto 
JJcrat.ferm. mej & c . This is to make God a lier m , faith St. John, and ( upon the matter ) to 
i tConi'a? averre and avouch that there is no fuch thing as Chrift: or ac leaftwife,no fuch ver- 
^.2 Pet-3.4 tue and efficacy in his death- and life, as to fave all thofc that repofe upon him. 

/Gen 4.13 4 - Thoughts of high-treafon, and open rebellion againft heaven: as when men 

rife up againft God in their hearts, as the horfe againft his rider ; chinking within 

Tap* Embus themfelves , ( though they fhamc to fay as much) Who is the Lord that wee flould 

Card.aliquid ferve him 0 ? Who made thee a Prince or a Ruler over us p ? Our lips are our 
exEvangelio own, \\>ho flail controU w ej ? The word that is fpoken unto its in the Name of the 
rUensMedfa- L ° rd w WtU n0t d °' N °’ but We W,// cert * in[ y Whatfoever thing goetb forth one 

it.Nunquidnon °f our own month r ; fay the Prophets and Preachers what they can to the contrary. 
tmmtumab- Againft all which deteftable and damnabje Atheifts, yokeleffe, and fiontleffe Beli- 
mde flit alilTs. Behold the Lord cometb ( faith that ancient Enoch ) with ten thonfandsof hu 
VTclwi ^aims^to execute judgement upon all, and ( by vindicating his glorious Name, from 
firo ctmtulerit tlieir bafe furmifes, and blafphemous afperfions ) to convince all that are ungodly a- 
h<tc de Chrijio mong them, of all their ungodly deeds, which ( upon fuch falfe and abhorred princi- 
fabula. Aljled. pies ) they have ungodlily committed , and of all their hard fieecbes which ungodly 
oEsodj 2 fi nners b* ve Cout of the abundance of their hellifh hearts) floken againft him f. 
p Ad.7 27 Where wee leave them for prefent, to chew awhile upon that fearfuJl doom that 
gpfal.i2.4 abides them, till we hear of their amendment, and haften to a fecond Ufc. 

7 ler. 44 .id,i 7 

f lade 14. 15 

Sect* VI. 

life 2. Examination. Where trial Is of the goodneffe of our heft thoughts , 
by their 1. caufes. 2. tffetts. * 

T s this lb, that the thoughts of the righteous are right t, and that wherefoeverthe 
it Ads. 8.22 J. true fear of God is, there are great thoughts of heart u , concerning God and 
Verfe 23 . liis Name? This then fcrves,nexc, for an life of Trial!: And fo, let every man 
mUmSs’ leari i h ™ ce , to take a trueeftimatc, to make aright judgement of his fpirituall 
tccaJpoperpe- good eftatc, by the quality of his thoughts. For ever as the man is, foch are his 
trandipeccati' thoughts: and as the thoughts are habitually, and ordinarily good or evil, fo is the 
dttfly depderi - man. Purity in the inward parts is the moft found and infallible evidence of our 

IZTeorfcot porcion and intercft in thc P ower and P uric y of Chrifts favir, g Portion, and fandify- 
dibiu rnllate- in g bloodfhed. Whereas if our fpeeches and adions be never fo Angelicall, yet if 
vkidtjuntifa the thoughts of our hearts be not forgiven us x y and we enabled to keep them in 
g "m non fern- fome good com paffe, bythcfpurof the firft, and curb of the laft commandement, 
jtqmnntrin wcarein n0 bett cr cafe then Simon Magus was: who for all his fair pretences, 
efertyValdita- faft ftill in the gall of bit t erneJfe, and bond of perdition. A civil Iioneft man, 

wen feilliob- a painted hypocrite, a graceleffe and wicked perfon dare infatiably mind, and mufe 
Ifeanrzn cop- upon thofc foul evils, which, for want either, of ability, or opportunity, or both, 
JMorai.lib. 14. 5? nnot a< ^‘ Now fuch a man as this, (though his outward behaviour be never 
1 2 Cor. 10.5 and unrebukeable, yet) the Scripture every where brands for a fonneof 

s: Ads 5. 3,4 Belial, one that hath nothing of the fpirit of God in him y , but is filled with the 

jj dcvd ^ tbac * 0ld ^ r * c ^ ^ r0m corner co corner : a man not wafled fiom has picked- 

cR.onui.2i ne $ e a » as bacb no P arc in thrift, nor porcion in his kingdome b . Nay, he 
dPhil.3.19,20 paffeth in Gods Book for a Pagan c, fuch as hath no blood of a Chriftian in him j 
ePfaI.10.4 for an Epicure d y the worft of Pagans ; for anAcheift, the worft of Epicures e ; 

y 8 (5s 2 23 ^° r a - n h yP° crice f* th»worft of Atheifts; for an open rebell g t the worft of hy- 
h Phil.3.3 3 pocrices; laftly, for a reprobate h , the moft dciperate of rebels; fuch as being enc- 

i Jude4. mtes te the crojfe of Chrift , have deftruftion for their tnd y whereunto alfo of oldithey 

iyere appointed i. * * ' “ r I know 
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w T h .“ ftC M kinic t f P e0 P' e (‘H tuderfort <^«mlly), arei p t enouRh - 

to object. They wtli never bekeve. they fey, that the matter U fo hainorn the ob. 
danger fo great, as the raimfters would make *of it, for firft they have as 
good hearts as the heft; and although they be not fo ftrait-laced m 
make fuch a bufineffe about idle and evil thoughts, as fome would feem to do 
yet fo Jong^ as none xan tax them, for external outrages, and reproachful 
lhc y tblnk never awhit the worfe of themfelves for all 

, Hereunto we arifwer, that this very brag of the-goodnefte of their loofe and lewd r Q , 
hearts fpeaks them at once. ^1. Ignorant.- z. Proud. 3. Impenitenc perfons. f0, ‘ 

Firft, I fay. Ignorant of God and his will, of themfelves and their duties: 
if they were not bound to love the Lord their God with all their thoughts alf£ 

Now without bow edge the minds is not good , faith Solomon, and he that fhoo£ 

'*■»■» ** Sti 

Secondly, they are ftnft up with pride, and felf-conceitedneffe: as the Laodi- 
ceans, who not knowing their own fpiritual beggery, and blindnefle cave 
out cbemfelves for great rich men, and in as good cafe as thebeftw. The pure in mRerai* 
hear , arc withal poor in fpirit«, humbled for nothing more then their inward fcMathfj a*,» 
impurities; thole vain thoughts,deceitfiiJ dreams, carnal fears, worldly carcsTd- 
^ ,Tc / nd ne 5‘!J c ? e J >,od d m g s upon earthly things that haunt their hearts and’pafle 
the forge of their fancies every day,in defpite of whatfoever endeavours to the^n- 
trary. Together withthofe innumerable by-thoughts and diftraftions that will 
necd . 8 ,^ ron 8 m r upotl ; hcm v cven in the interim of divine duties, when they 
would be moft free and referv’d to God. Thefe be thc things that moft gall and 
grieve the godly man, and bring him fill often upon his knees for pardon of in- 
dUtlCS ' [° r L xhe outward welKperformance whcrc^f oth^ 
god!y people do many times both approve and applAud him. But now itisothcr- 
wile with the wjeked: ifhecan walhhis hands with P,4i*: keep hisfingersSSi 
picking andftealmg, and his tongue from evd fpeaking : curb and keep in his in¬ 
ordinate luftsfrom budging and breaking forth in his outward pradife ; he cares 

mfode°he f °ril- h L S 1^’ bow irrc g ul * r and enormous the motions of his • 

minde be : thinks though he never lay lawes upon thofc but fuffer them to run ‘ '' 

’ l P leaf " e » upon whatfoever vanities orvillenies, yetheihall fpeed well 
enmigh, and perhaps itep into heaven before the pureft of them all. Here^s a heart 
as foil of pride, as empty of goodneffe* for he that lifteth up himfelf. hu mindeis 
not upright in him 0. J r J wmne as 

,.. T , hi f ,y V T 1 hcy a 5 c (and fo out of the ftate of falvation). till they be- # M 

mfe ves °, U , more thorough reformation/». For repentance, where it is ftuke.13.3-j 
found begms at the heart. Jtis not acleanfing onely oftheoutfideofcbeplat! 

? r ’ bu r Ca changing of the inward thoughts^ffedions and purpofes .• according t© 
hat Of the Prophet, Let the wicked forfaky his way, and 

thoughts sand let hwrreturn to the Lord, and he will have merry Jon him &ca. q E fi v << 7 ’ 

"f e f e - kn&'httrfT 3 tter to Simon Magus', Thy heart is not right in the fight If . ’ 

tbt' 7 1 ^nfthafSfo^S b' tf r haPS , the ‘^“gkt of thine htrt may beflgivei 
tbeer. And that laftly, -ofthe Prophet to the people. Oh Jerufalemwafh thy heart 
from wtekedneffe, that thou mayefi be faved (no heaven to be had you fee where the rAS 8 an 

0?!; fo ?° C l °" g u aU tho S£ ht *ioJg'whin riW./Nofurer figne, »* 

of afoul and wicked heart then the refidencc and raign of vain’and vile thoS 

Let no man therefore bear himfelf in hand orboaft hereafiw nf rh.. J 

his heart, ifh« thoughts be habi.ually and XwTl evn ° f H**** 

Oh but we have many good and holy thoughts in our hearts • Ged and his bb 

ca 0 ufe g0 aEy“^cfta,' rCf ° rC brfore V™">o much to them -and t.Bylhe 
For the caufes, firft, wcc'l fuppofe thfcm (for the matter) good and religious: 

but 
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hue for their efficient caufe, firft, whence be they, let me ask. Are they inbrr',1 
and native to your fandified hrarts,or are they onely injefted from without and 
mcerly adventitious? caftinbytod, who now affedts thine hearc by a good mo 
‘'°, n > c ^, r ' lt n , oway concurring, but being meerly paflive in the whole bulinefs? 
It MaUdKMr might have as much comfort and hopehere-henceas you 
1 S u IT t " h f Jrt * J g00d lhou 8 l | t . «*• to turn his courfe againft Jfrael the ocol 

•pleot Gods wrath and to revenge the quarel of his covenant upon an hypocritical 

Ifai.io 7. TT? ^ TV la[th thC Pro P heC > neither dibits heart 

7 . thinks fo-> but tt was tnhts heart to deftroy and cut of nations not a few &ct 

Secondly for the form and fafliion of your better fort of thoughts - are thev fcr 

. and folemnfome times; with choice of fit matter, time and place/Do ve fit in 

the door of your hearts (on fetpurpofe) to entertain good motions, as Abraham 
was wont, in the door ofhistenr to entertain ftrangers? Or are they hoc onelv 
occafional and accidental, falling in by the by, andbelidcs your intention by rea- 
fon of fome fudden occurrence ? See. y 

J hef ' ho| y ““ j» the text did not onely think upon Cods name, as a thing that fell 
into their thoughts by chance.-but follicitoufty, throughly ftudioufly, ferioufly they 

fet themfelves to work in good earneft, and in Gods fear, to confider of hisfalherlv 

« providence,and moftnghteous proceedings damnably depraved and maligned by the 

vMaL3.1l. UPthCir h - £s ^ a « n ^l.*difcoura 8 ementsU 

Thirdly,fee to the endof your good thoughts:both chat ofintention,and the other 
of duration, For your drift and intention firft. Do ye .(in taking up.-fome holv 
thoughts) ayme at God and the advancement of thole main ends, the fetting forth 
of his glory m your own and other mens falvation ? or do ye not rather there¬ 
fore think of holy things. erc 

* 1. That ye may fet off with God, and make him fome-manner of a- 

mends for your other infinite worldly pladdirigs, and wicked imaginations * or 
2. Is it not to collogue with the Lord, and curry favour, to get off the /boner’ 
and eafier when you are fraarting, an j it may be bleeding under his hand ? Thus the 
«... . irr f cl,tes fcrv . ed j 11 ® ,n thc wilderneffe when he flew them , then theyfoufht him 

£SSS ThZ* thy remer f r l d th u afuithe Gsd tkeir redeenter. 

Thefe were good thoughts. Had chey been as well i ntended. But alas their proietf 
and device was onely to eafe themfelvesofGod ; and to get from under bifhandS 
for they flat tered him with their months, and lied unto him with their lips. Their heart 
was not right with hm (that is, their aymes and refpefts were Unifier) neither 

thc y failed «n the end of continuance aifo 

? '* f a” 01 t0 K ft ‘ ?J flc 11 thc n ,°/ e of y° ur Science, and to give it fome forrv 

fatisfaftion, when it fhall tell us ffromThe Pulpit, or when we are all alone that 
God is to be thought upon, and hisname to be had in remembrance of all that 
love him .-that fuch onely as do fo can be comfortably affured of their gracious 
eflate &c. For if we do this or any other holy duty, not out of any deifght wc 
take in it but merely to flop confciences mouth, and to eafe our felvcs of that 
unreft and difquietmcnt that we feel within, till the thing be done, our good 
thoughts are defective in the end ofintention,and can yecld us little comfort? 

Principium 5 °”^^ A ^a* 0 " and continuance: Arc chofe good thoughts you bind 

firvit,medium U P™‘ fixc . and ^cled, contec and parmanent> Or are they not rather flitting 
tcftt,exitHi and fugitive, tranfient and temporary , affoon gone as come, almoft like a flafh of 
algtt. Jjgh^ng lh , 1alre > ,lk f a dive-dapper upon the water, like a poft that paffeth 

_ Hof , . • fwlft[ y by tbe door ' { ° r / t0 /P eak the feripeure) like the morning dew that melt- 

vttU n i MmS m{hes gnodne’ffe *, and 

ai. tb ® frUlC ' Tbe fced ftarted U P ftra, gHt, and ftraigheway alfo wiche- 
iNumsj.io red. I hat is, faith mir Saviour, / man heares the word andamnwith 'of he receives 

c ES’4 where by °c C u ff A^ l0n JO , y,ye are c0 undcr ^ and any other: even that of grief, 

Stadu£o l / the nature of the difrourfe call tor it, let comfortable matter be handled in his 
' rfEfthertf.d nearing he is wonderfully taken and ravifhed therewith (for he doubts not with 
Hamanbut himfelf is the man whom the king wil honour d.)A s if terrible or mornful 
his thoughts are futable;being affrighted,affeftedenlarged, diflreffed.difpofed as the 
matter requireth. O this is a patting fine temper of foul,and thus it fhould be wich 
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__ The Kigbteo us mam Tpcompence. 

us all, when we come to heare * . But how lont* W ill : .u- 1- 

afteu lh ThT €inPO t* ary ? f ° l? h ? ° nly “ S hc is ,n the ^nrch, or noc’maiy hours 
aftec. This motion towards heaven is too violent to be lafting with hinf The 
good ground therefore is faid to be iuch, as brings forth fr.J w i „ 1 ™ 

The word fignifies, with continuance or tarriance untill the fit time of *fruit bear 
mg - in oppofition, doubtleffe to that ( flraioht vtaj f ) of frult bcar - 

TheltfltnZTT fo ? nCf A P f Chcnr0ttC , n > mu ch Hke the PfalmiftT^/r 

the beufe top flphtch withercth afore it growth up f. Lo fuchare the good thoughts 

rtt ‘ ndJ!n 

tance h ? of his power and All-fufficicncie worke thee to an^ven-walking 
and integrity . ? Do thy thoughts of heaven, weane thee fronXth ^ f the 
vamtyofhfe, fit thee for death ? of the uncertainty, of’things teoibdrill 
thy defires after thingseternall ? Davids holy meditation* ai. S n ?- C 
ifluc His thoughts of 

f 7 , , T . hC l veIy r ' me "'brance of God. benefits, made him ,h e L 
'ffalvan.nl &c. Apprehenfions of mercy in God, wrought “efolutiomof o 
bedience in him »* . The confideration of his own Weflw L c ns f ?‘ 
God fcrvice, made him chide himfelf out of thac diftemoer C ° l° 

fo fad fink n See. /.hough,, faith L 1 ^ 31 ; ’ 7 ^ 7 ‘ rr°“ 

unto the Lord, and I did conlelfe them o . lroiu mtditatfon .W. n ran fe rc $ ons 
wbatupfhot will you drive it to ? IwM have refpett faith h ^ 
Thus David and every Godly perfon • And thus if vou ran Jl, * J t ' 

truly good by the caufes: and have improved them 

Sect. vii. 

Vfi 3 - Exhortation. Settle the foundnefeof j mr SanO,fiction, 
b l >ht goodnejje of jour thoughts ; motives thereunto. 

T Hirdly, this point ferves for Exhortation : and fo it calles upon us all. to 
make our fanftification fure to our felvcs by this infallible fignff ' to aonrore 

upon'God s m Namc“ Cly fi,rI ” 8 G ° d by cha ' aftcr of .« Chriftifu. this choking 
Afubje<a( if youlook for motives) for the excellency of it f firft) wo thv 
? f your beft t, ’ ou S llt! s sod fucl >« will perfeft and transformc you dayly into the 

whkhTLtf "’ W 9 = caufi "g to Ihine as the pearle! ’ 

winch being often beaten upon by the Sun-beamcs.becomes at length liehtfome 

hutrhuT'- 38 ‘ h rn Un - ' C fl ; f ^ By walfcin ? In “ ch in the bot Sun men gather bUckneffe- / 
but there isaghHecmg lufter fet upon their hearts and laces, that ( with Mof f) 
afeendup into the mount of God, and behold his glory r : TteSeaom r 
or,wo every day upon Mount Tabor, and contemplated beauty aSd brirfi™ ’ 

- i 

an A„?bo ly f 0r the fw ' c r cff ', and P leafut ' of it. who would not Wifh himfelf ’ 
met^ 1 '^ re 'P' ntupm . tbl:vo ' u ''‘tar y prifo n -wales 0 f Divine meditation? David * 
. ' h ° ny V and h °ny-comb, furpalfing delight and i 

cordiall comfort in his heavenly excrcife: For, in the multitude of mj per ole St , 

,t£l W “ hm 7 a 7 " mf "“ r ' fr ' li fiulr - ■ H °* precious ^are ihj n 

thoughts unto me O God ar &e. And Mofes after forty dayes convertc with God « 
m the mount (where he h8d been rapt and ravilhed infpiritall the while) was 1 
to httle fatisfied therewithall, that he prefently after he came down again”, 

T t t maketh 
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JExod.??.i8 maketh?.new motion: I befeech thee O Lord , JheW me thy Glory j . Indeed 

* Auiuftinus t ^ 5 ‘ £>ivinc meditation is a very heaven upon earth, a beginning of that beatifical! 
dumftniU Vl f Ion? a hanfell of heavens happinctfe, an having of one foot already in. the 
JhSmfiisin porch of Paradife, a very forccaftof cternall life. It is none other to the Saints 
cubhulo fedens then as the fiery Charretwasto Elias: for by it men are tranfported from earth 
contemplatur , t0 heaven in their fpirits, to have their conversion above, and to be fofar ra- 
ita ifeipfo ajj. v ifa et j fometimes in their thinking upon Gods Name, as that they know not 
miienTJ/it- thole things chat are before them * , minde not thole perfons that are about 
turn confulere them. But being in the body are carried, as it were, out of the body *, and 
cupiebat faim i 0 far loft in the endlcfie maze of fpirituall ravilhments, that they could aimoft 
merpeUaius wifll wit h p c ter fiill to be there that they cannot well tell, with Paul, whether 
retjminere-' the) arc in the fieor out of the fiea : this only they can tell, that they fee un- 
jbhtret quP Ipeak'able excellencies, tatt incomparable fweetnefles, in that good name of hi», 
dem:mul:er de- f uc fi a s no tongue of men or Angels is able to exprefle. 

tuque<jufc ft Thirdly , as it is pleafant, lo it is profitable , and that I. to others: for medi- 
Zvi^abhet"' tatiotj makes a full man,- and fit for Chriftian conference; which is nothing elfi; but 
triHu. Ma- the cloathing of our mentall conceptions, with fuitable expreflions * . 2. to out 
rul.lib. 2.ca). £ c [ ves andfirft, for the avoyding of,evillmeditation upon God and his name, 
2 uft' hb ‘ awakeneth the drowfy heart, weeds out inward corruptions, prevents the intru- 
*Mat.i7.4 fion of trying fancies, deccitfull dreams, vain hopes, carnall fears, foul and 
«2 Cor. 1*3.; flelhly luflts, which cite willmutter andiwurm ip'the beft heart like theflyesof 

* Verbiqi pro- Egypt; Leaves the dcvill no room, for hisblack, and blafphcmous fuggeftions 

//or and injectionsdefeats the world that wily adverlary, which elfe will be ready 
^ ‘ to catch us up and defile our hearts with fpirituall fornication .- if, Dinah-likc, fhe 

finde them roving. And fecondly, for furtherance in good it is many wayes pro¬ 
fitable ; for hereby we {hall get intimate acquaintance with God the fountain of 
goodneffe, grow up in fact , and in the knowledge of our Lord Jefns Chrift b , 
J a P 3 } \ 7 C which is the ground-work of ail true religion, and is therefore by a Ipedalty call- 
and after him ed Theology * : ) attain to a great meafure of fpirituall wifdome and holineflea- 
GregMaifiin- boveour ancients :c treacherous enemies; prove tall chriftians, expert chri- 
K*n ' ftians, full of ail g 0 odnejfe, filled with all knowledge d: not without a communica- 

o&toHiyx. t i on of Chrifts fecrcts, even to have the minde of Chrift e &c. 


<Pf.n9.97,98 
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tion oiChriftsfecrcts, cventofia vttbo minde of Chrift e &c. 

Laftly ? isisalfo neccirary .- both injregard of God, and our felvcs. For 
God firft , he calls for it, requires a Thought-worlhip, aferviccofthcfpirit: for 
why ? himfelf 

Firft, is a fpirit /, and every one requires to be ferved like himfelf. 

Secondly , he gave us thefe fpirits, endued us with reafonablc foules, with 
thinking faculties, that we might return them upon him again, by thinking induftri- 
oully upon hi» Name g. 

Thirdly , he upholds mans minde in its thought* ^nd workings , for in him we 
move , with the motions of the minde no lefle than of the body h. 

Fourthly , he will account with us for our thoughts, as his precious talents i. 

Fiftly, he will reward us for the right managing of them , as he did David kt 
the prodigal! /, and thefe good people in the text. 

Secondly, in refpeft ot our lelvcs thi6 duty is necefliry : Thoughts are the 
principles of Adion t». Cogitation is the fountain of all both communication and 
converfation; caufing the current of both to run either muddy or clear according 
to its fell. For this is the manner and methodl ofic, as the learned have well ob- 
ferved. Thoughts tickle and excite the aft'eftions, firft, which kindle upon a 
thought, as tinder upon a fpark. Thefe ftirr and carry the will, as winds do the 
fhip : The will, as a Queen, commandeth all theinferiour powers to execute 
what the thoughts have fuggefted , the affedfions feconded, and her fclfaccepted.- 
And is there not a juft necefitty then of well-imploying the thoughts ? 


SECT 



c The * ^igktems nfarts ‘fiffpmpence. 


Sect, vim 


Directions. 1. For the matter of good meditations. 


B Ut becaufe he that exhorts to a duty, and dirc&s nptbow to do it, isafchethai: 

faufFsalamp , andpowrs notin oylcto maintain it.- let us lay down certain 
Rules and directions for 1. the Matter. 2. Manner. 3. Meafure. 4. Means of better 
performing this piece of Gods fervice , and part of our duty. ; 

For the Matter, firft, of our beft thoughts,, it, mirtt b? Gods holy Nanfe ^Rom.r.19 
f according to the text. ) A little word., but of large [extentand very-comprc r vi yvasoy 
henfive. For befides that io/ignifies Gpdsfclf ( as is pbnvc laid ) it notethoutalfq TS ,^ e ?* 

1. ail chat is or can be known concerning God by the seasonable ctcatpur *: Inch credije vuh 2 
as arc his effentiall Attributes communicable and incotQWunicablc (Indeed they ar<* Vttn^onexa- 
all incommunicable, to fpeak properly and as the-thing i?, .for -they are infinitely, oiinari,nan.pt-i 
otherwife in God then thy are in the creature, in whom they arc only by fomc dicaruAug. 
iuja'l rcRmblance and proportion ) Thefe are his Simplencs, Infinitcnes,Life, Love, ^ucncc con°* 
.Wi-dolne, Power , Holineile, Jufticc, Gooduelfe,. &c. All which arc but cemingGod 
one in God (for wbatfoevcr.isinGod, is God) they are diftingnifhed only for is our Jilcncej. 
our better apprehenfionthe Lord fpcaking to us of thefe,things as divers one from ^ 00 ^ e p, * 

another, only in regard of our lhallow capacities. And this truth though weean^ can¬ 
not fo well comprehend , yet we are bound tobeleeve «: though we cannot fub-, trumubiq■, p e - 
dueit to our imdcrftandings, yet wemuft ftrive to be fubdped unto it. Here thcn. ^^nK/ 1 
think ofGod as one notto be thought of, as one whofe wifdome is his juft ice,. 
whofc jullice is his powerwhole power is his mercy, and all himfelf. Good ojoh^ r* " 
without quality , great without quantity, cvcrlafting without time, prefent eve- * Wecan fee 
ry where without place , contayning all things, and yet fuftayn'd of nothing. And tl,t his back- 
herc the well is deep, and we want a bucket 0. A wife ignorance therefore, in P a,tsan: l hve: 
thefe high points, is better then a foolilh wifdome. It is fufficient here that we fcenomore 11 
be of Gods Court, though wc be not of his Connccl * . , that we may 

But fecondly , Gods Name, as it notes out the properties of God, fo his Or r j J 've; 
dinanccs alfo : 1 mean all thele means whereby he plealed to manifeft himlelfunto 27 , 

the world. • : - 

As 1. his works; whether common to the world, as Crcatiob and providence, q Rom. 1.20 .' 
th? making and maintaynmg of all things: by both which he may be groped out />, - ' 

(as the Apoftlefpeaketh ) in the dark", or rather, he is made vifib U ej , as the fame' jy e £ d c not * ' 
Apoftle faith clfcwherc, to the dimmeft eye ; as the bcamsof the Sun arc by rc«?; rnta, as the 
fleftion, or as letters refraded and broken in a pair of lpedtacles. And here in ; School-men ■ 
contemplating thefe generall works of God,remember to tall the fwe^tnefle ofGod. (peakjdhat is/ 
in the crcatute, and to delight thy fclf more in a fpirituall. then iua naturall ufc ,n j thc '‘? i,: 5l6 .- 
of the lame. runj^butonly 

Secondly, tliofe works are Gods Name that are more proper and peculiar to the the beams of 
Church; fuch as.arc Prcdeftination, Redemption, Juftification, Sanftification No more 
&c. Precious blelfing«,and never enough thought upon and admired 5 no though 
We fliould think uponmoEhing elfe all the dayes of tour lives, nay as long as the effcnceiyou 
dayes of heaven fliall.laft,as that Martyr once laid. Thefe are the works of G.od:Se^ may fee him 
condly his word r and all other means of falvation , as the Sacrataents, Prayer ,- his worddn: 
difeipline &c. with whatfoever bclongcth elfe to Chriftian religioiL is comprifed; 
tinder this Name of God. QodsAcrnV'’ 

Her*s a large field then of matter, you fee, wherein you may freely andfruifr bates. 
fully expatiate andUeed your thoughts with thefe fweeteft varieties, and tiioft nc-' / 

cefiary, pleafan^profitable , and excellent objeds. And to them that think^ufon 
thefe good things fij all be mercy and truth f. '/Prcrt^a^'"- 


T tt t 




The 'Righteous mans 'R^comfence. 




Sect. IX. 


> Fortht m*m,rof doing tbit dmjfnll, both forfnlfinncc *,d 
circKmJUncc. 

B Ut tbett fecondly fee as well to the manner as matter of your meditation Pot* 
it is the manner that makes or marrs every aftion of religion, and as a eood 
garment may be marr d in the making, lo may a good duty in the doing. The 
rules here to be obferved, if we would do this good Work well, concerne i. the 
circumftanccs z. iubftance of this fervice. The circumftanccs arc t,me and place. 
iHeba.is the mnefirft ,thcre touft be a taking heed lejhtt any time there btinus *»eviti 

• W' of unbelecf to Xeptrt *waj from the living God t. but befides a continual! care 

of keeping alwayes a good confciencc, and communion with God, and of ravfine 
up the heart by ocmfional! meditation, taken up from matters ever where occurs 
. _ T . all<J c « crin g J°cmfclves to ourfenfes, that may minde us of God ( as rhe lpiri- 

• Neh...3 tuall.mans fire will ever be afpinng, N.hemiah *, for induce, that aim ot el*. 

r„ , rv and r? h "TT"™* with God:) ^ b-fidcs this, ll f y, there 
mbit be a fee and folemn thinking upon Gods Name on fett purpofe; all the pow¬ 
ers of the foul being concentricke, and drawn into one point, tbaewe mav attend 
krCory upon God all the While, as near as may be, without diftraftion Ard there- 

rorei ihould judge it fit, thatfome convenient portion of rime ftiould be redee- 
5Wf. medfrom other occafions, andpurpofely allotted and appointed, for the better 

duty m ° rC 110r0U ^ 1 difeharge of this moft neceflfary, but yet much negleded 

Secondly for the place where we meditate, let it be retired and feerct feftthe 
preventing of diftra&ion which elfe will certainly grow upon us, by the ’lingular 

En°n2n a o n hn« ^ v " advantages of ourcarn a liry,and 

knowing how near and familiar earthly things are to our fehfes, bow rer ote and 

KrAT ny J ”TA’ h c C lab ^rs therefore fall he’ean; by outward 
«“?«"*“><* d ' v ' J = V h ? facukies ° f the foul by uncothely motion,, and 
Anma difptr - impertinent thoughts: -fo to■ flacken the carneftnefle of our aflfedtons, and be- 
pt fit minors reaveus, if poffible, of the benefit of our beft meditations. Retire we therefore 

r Aflsio o Ip^c ° mC 7r CCre * t P lf Ce c " hcnfoever wee would meditate. Peter did it upon the 
" d L7„f"“ ; . mthe fitlds “’ Dav‘d in liis dofet b, p C ob upon the high-way 
iPfil.4.4 ’ t0 Mcjofotamac to whom therefore fo good a day was followed with lo (wc« 
cGtn.2112 a n »gnt . top he law the blefled Angels climbing up and down that facred ladder, 
atchetop whereof !s the Father, the whole length whereof is the Son, the Spirit 
un^ bliffe eteniall ^ therCUnCO as ducly me<licatC£j 3 that they may bee cranfported 

Now in the next place, for the fubfiance of this duty, let it be done in manner 
and form following; 

... *** ch 5 “{ Hl| y • «>r God tows not to drain upon any, neither cares he for an 

SSI te"¥?• { *T a i D ' l « ht ,h > M in ,h,Lmd d ■ if be fhall delight m that thou 

Gard ' n> to muf ' uponhis word> 

78 ^ 1'n. 1 ^°^ er jy e i not prying into Gods fecrets further then hee hath 

ovfivi. rCVC l-, t " C! ? * e “ ye Jofc your fcivesln the fearch, and be fwallowed up in a maze, 
Sifijcnaatur or whirl-pool of errours and herefies. 

S£gjIT*”' ■ T J h "' dly ‘ do 't/pintnaily, without framing any grofle im$e of God in on 
t$?ia Aug. 1 JJV 1 *! es . ’ ° r re P r cfenting him by the Lmilitude of any creature in our hearts; for 
/Hcb.13. this is idolatry. Onely this may help our underftandings much: when we think 
vodvyafftu e of God, to conceive that God is in Chrift f that exprefie image of his Fathers per- 
# , j j / . t hcrewe mayfinde firme footing for our fickle thoughts. He is that 

ladder of afeenfion x > ®y which we may climbiafely up to God j whileft wc fix the 

eye 


mane nature of Chrift, now glorious in heaven - I can there a I liL t nriA^ ; ■ ' ycs chr i^“ 

God, becanfc I know he is there pcrfonally United. 1 p. on the great 

. ... out any more- 

that we defile not his N4me i; 

by our llubber ng femces. as thofe greafie priefts did in the beginning of ibis pro- 

^' ^ ,,CS th f? t ^ ,1 ? u 2 ^ c ®°y ^ in g g°°d enough for God. But^ndertake we fcMaU8 
ftf duty Wlth f F 5 m J hn | hearts,and wel-compofed aleftions, coming intoliis dread- 
foil prefence with the beft preparation we can get: confideTg W 

b fen,0my - tells them there = yea \*N> m ul.d- 

Uftly, do ic conftantly, never going off, nor giving over the holv matter ofnnr V “ fe "’ t ‘ 
medmatton ( whatever it be) till wep have made fomeShatof't til rbeform“d ' 
and feared in our hearts, eli te be well difgeftcd, and improved for pralife Elfe 
Fobttts to knock at the door of our hearts by fome good thoughts of 

* ....... / HoCf.j . 


Sect. X. " .’ f. . 

mnSlicn, .few th, „e.f Kre ./ divi», Mcdi,a,!c»: „h m u fated ' 

btwmtnoffend 5. rvdjcs in thinking tn eurtblj things. 

H I ^ra^"° f /V hin, “S»Pon Gods Name. The meafure fonows- 
fcre * . fo h M«“cula b r F “ f* f heraI1 ’ i( m “ ft be "“bout meal * c m c„rid. 

largely affeifihmarel,, * r. upon the things of God more plentifiilly ”» ovdamejlt 

y *-?,. . on “ el y> conftantly then of all other things in the world laid tone- 
•her. This is a dutyof the firft Commandement. yea thisis tATtf 'ff “* nM r'" 

pkre^d^i^AltutTheoffenreft': w^ ** 55^* 

n., trrtjltll 'toithtbce m t faith he. And by Ef*J FVith mi foul Lw / a r Gmne 
•&*> ** toi m, ipiri,Mhi„ L imi CZ.il," 
t hvbd |d *b*rej S.e^efirfl.l SffSSSgT 

terirn V ll ? fet 7 nab, y> at prohibited times, as on the Lords day & , and in the In- . 

fnmm'/ti !r^ duties any day *: for then to give way to earthly thoughts is to 

‘ *5 C ,A , . muft anfwer «be « «■»>« did Ahh.pbtl, Thj c.uxfM t jb, H-Mti. . .. 

ten him upon his mount CoiA nit W ?j C ' ^ a f Dav,ei when he had got- P.Efay 58.15 

With fretting vTxinu cmkta» h end about , rain y th i"gt *. and turmoil our fpirits, 
of this life n ^ 5 c u n |' an ^ coH^odmg cares,: and thoughts of the chines TO ?^C>'- , 

chishfe, contrary tothatEvangelicaU precept, TukinothJghh H> andag^ 

T 11 3 * U 



864 . The Righteous mant&tcompehrt. 

*Ph lip. 4 .<? In nothing be carefnil x. 5. Needlefly, endfrfl.y, andfiiperfluoufly; laying ou* 
far more thoughts upon thefe earthly things then the matter amounts to. Live nt 
yLuke 12.79 in earefull fuftencc 7. The Word founds thus.nuich, Hang not likeMeteo^ make 
no tedious and fuperfluoSs. idifcourfes in the air. It notes out the covetous perfons 
endleffe framing of projefo, and toiling of thoughts, this way, and that way, and 
^iCor 7.29 every way, for the comparting of his greedy defires, and worJdy defisnes.' Buc 
SSire- n “ do noc 2 ° u fo »Jaith our Saviour: rather be paring off fuperfluities this way, and 
he. Illuminati contradt your though ts into as narrow a cOrapaffe aS may bd'*,. ‘ ’ It is enough to 
fiamunt jpu.ife look at the world flighdy, aloof off, and OUtat eyes erid, : to it We?? 7 the main 
nil agendum waight of our thoughts muft be laid upon God, and the advancing of his Name 
tTpr*™*™" Ic “ affirmed > 5 ° J his fin 8 ular commendation, of a worthy Divine of Scotland, that 
leflit, reliqua did cate and drin^ andfieep etcrnall life. 

obi,a. Rolloc: Whom that you may exprefle, and imitate , harken Iaftly, to the means of 

w/oh.4.32 thinking fruitfully upon Gods Name. Thefc arc two. 1. Shun the hinderance* 
2. life the helps to this duty. y* 

Sect, xi. 

Vire&ions to the means of fruit full thinking on Gods holy Name : 7 rhefe ■ 

4- hindrances to be avoided, andy. helps to be vfed. 


T Hc hindcrances arc 1. pride and conccitedneflc of a fufficiency in our felvesco 
conceive of God, or think of any thing elfe that’s good, to good purpofe* 
b Ffal.25.9 • tiod imparts his fecrets to none fuch b , but leaves them commonly to dote and 
buly their brains about queftions, or vain deputations that tend to nothing but 

dProyj 2/ andoftentation c - 5 

ror. J4 .2 Pattern, He that is hafiyof fpirit, well he may exalt folly d , (kith Solomon, 

but he (hall not, lilt up many holy thoughts; ( Tie give him that gift • ) For 
thefe require a heart meek apdatreft from the contufed hurry of troublcfome 
parti ons. 

3 • Impenicency, a wilfuli continuance in any known wickcdnefle. For the pure 
* Mat.5.7 ttt heart only Jee God e 5 (ith there muft be (bmc proport ion between the eye and 
the object; fo between our minds, and God the objed of our minds. Of all the 
body, the eye only receivcth the light, and that becaufe it is like the light / fo 
he that hath any found hope of feeing God f one day as be is, i n the mean time as 

y* may > ?“ rtfy htm M* God IS pare f. Bu^s black can take no other dye .• 

eanm.3.0 lo an impenitent heart is uncapable of divine contemplation 

,. 4 - r La L %> Earthly-tnindcdnertc: thisdiftradsand divides the heart, and fo- 
&»Cor. 7 . 3 i, aifpofetb it to thinking upon God and goodnefle h; Indecdit eatdtb oiit the very 
3 x . heart of goodnefle, by eating all goodnefle out of the heart. It caufeth that a rtiarl 

ilb. cannot care for the things of the Lord , i. mindc and aflfeft the th ; ngs above k have 

^coior.3.i,a our convcrfation in heaven, attend upon the Lord without diftradion: for \tfho 
cau ferve two matters &c ? Remove the hindcrances firfl:, rid thy heart bfthefd 
cvill guerts. And this done, make ufc of the folio wing helps. 

Fi ft Accuftome your fclves to awake with God, and forget not to begin the 
ZLam.3.23 day with thoughts of him and hU mercyts renewed upon you every morning l every 
moment. This will fweetly icalon and fupplythe foul, putting it info' an- happy 
mPf. 108.1,2,3 and heavenly temper for the Whole day following: as it did Davids m. And 
_ herj remember to clofe u ft your heart, at your down-lying at night; and , if 

portibly you can, to fall afleep out of fome heavenly meditation: fo (hall youf 
oPro 6. 21,22 A ec P he the more (weet n andfccure 0, and your heart in better plight whcnfoc- 
Oviftian ver you awake. He that thus raketb up his fire orc-nieht, (ball finde fire in the 
courfeau. morning. 

ugCnZif ^ ec ° n dly,kcep your hearts with, all cuftody the whole day thorowoiit. i.Conn- 
tnarmn Gref. *!" d r hcm continually from corruption wirhin, Irom mfedibn without .* efpcci- 
inPaftor. ally that which is drawn from thole three poifonous obie&s , mentioned by. Sf. 

11 loh.2.1 6 John , The lufl of the fiefh , the lufi of the eyes and the pride' bf life p : that' M, plea- 

lure. 



The'• Ti#f&ems'inms 


lure, profit, and preferment the worldly mans Trinity ( as one fitly ftilcs them) 
A heart fcattcred up and down with thelc.yanitios will be as far to leek when it 
lhould wait upon God, as a wild horfe tuftWfupina wide field, that cannot be 
taken when he (hould bcfadlcd, 2. Be often elevating, and winding up your 
hearts as the weights ofa clock , that bear downwards naturally , and are yet 
drawn lower by the fin that dothfoeafilyfurround ej and opprefle us as a talent of 
I(»d r: Vnto thee O Lord do I lift up my ML, faith DmifL find was 

Often darting Up fome good defire to God, whatfoever his employment, was. -An| 
our civilt conversion alfo is in heaven t> faith faul : We exercife eur. geijeraif calf 
ings in our particular , arid go about our ekrthiy bufincfics’.iy ith hea^niyl. inindw 
ufing common things as a ttirrop to mount us up to thirigs of an higher ftramc 
and exaCHng ( by a divine Alcbymy ) heavenly meditations out of earthly objeCts’ 
and occafions. J 

ThirdJy, examine your thoughts often, and let not an idle motion, JW fan- 
cy, or (iafnll dream pafs without a (harp check, accnfureof the word! There is 
a (harp eye to be fet, andaftrid hand tobe held overamans thoughts if ever he 
Will have good of them; they being fo infinite, nimble, ftippery, and in fo fc- 
cret a place, free from the worlds cenfure. Call them therefore often toado- 
mefticall Audit, cherifh the good, checkthebad, letthem havethclawif they 
be extravagants. Remember that an evifl thought uncontrolled, may vex thee 
on thy death-bed, as little and as light airtecter as many make thereof. 

Fourthly, get a found and clear Judgment, able to difeem of things thatshxxceL 
lent, and to prefer God and the things ofGod inromparabl^fbre al)<Jtfefth ncs 
Whatfocver Make thofe things above yduftreafure once, and thVft heart 
Will be chiefly fet, and your thoughts will chiefly run on them u. 

Fiftly, greaten your love to God amUoodncfle for ftrong affections make 
urongimprelfions 9 and caufcgreat thoughts 9 f heart.. A^man. cauupthu^hink 
mucji of that he loves. Oh how Hove tkyiJnt, .■filth qs SKSm of that 

Ioy e ) it u my meditation day and night x. But especially , love to be Godsfervants 
on thefabbath day y; let the entire concurrence of the vfcholc man be his alone that 
day, as mi^has may be: fo (hall yc be the better abk to think profitably of him 
the whole week after. Our infinite wedk-'day wandiirigs, and wofull trifling ouj 
our golden hours in idle and cvill thoughts comes (much-what) from ow cufto- 
Riaiy and carnal! keeping of Gods holy-day. r , -; t ^ ; * v 0 a J IT .. 

Sixtly txercifc your fclves in the word ofjife,, „ t„ruii,Mbods 

holy word. Search and ftuay the fcriptures a: Th^c- walJ. 1. frecth^eartfiom 
impure lulls. iTherewitha'tl jhktl a young Wan (bttc fhal ; fslh ; rfie h^flt oTO pajfions) 
rteanfc his way b or rub oflf his filth ? * (It is a metaphor from glalTe, which though 
rub d never fo clean, wilj loon gather dull again.) Anfwer is made there by ta¬ 
king heed thereto according to thy word. 2. jit willfill the head with good noti- 
ons ofGod , and his nature his word, and his works &c. *, fo that no romc 
lhall be left for worfe thoughts, which elfe will be ftirfing. For the thoughts of a * 
man are never idle, as ye know, 'fave whtfdlid deeps J nor then many times • but y 
are like a mill that turns round unceflantly, while it hath water, and if it want other * 
grift, Will grin'd and grate upon it felf a 

Laftly (to felt all the former awork ) add hearty prayer to him that is both the ? 
fleart-makcr, and heart-mender too. Pray him to make the meditations of our * 
hearts ever acceptable inhis fight c : and When we, are in a good frame, to keep it d 
™**'» the imagination of the thoughts bf our hearts , and to prepare o u r hearts unto l 
bjmjelf d , as David beggs in the behalf of his people. Pray him to open your un- d 
oerltandings, tofanftify your wills and affeftions, to raijfc up and ravifli your tu 
oearte , to fix your quickfilv*r as one fpeaks that is;Ip! meditating upon good Jli 
things to grant you ftrength of memory , fteafaftnefTc of imagination ^ ftaledh^fte 2 
otnnnde, rtiarpnefle of conceit, foundnefle of Judgement* and.-all othernc- c« 
cellary gifts and abilities , that ye may fo meditate upon ■ Goh precepm Mall in 

Jtmay haverefrettto hiswaytfs e. . , v . 

;■ ’ ■ ... ' :f '-'f • ’ ■' ; ' ' V. ‘' r f ''' 5 “ 

*»rtfrimehluhexprimnl Sphinxphilof cTbli*. bit. d 1 diron. *9.18. em.^ 
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the 

Righteous mans Recompense. 
Or, 

GODS JEWELS MARKT AND MADE UP, 

FROM MENS MISUSAGES. 

the Text.- MALACHI 3. i 7 . • 

And they {hall be mine, faith the Lord of Hofts, in that 
day when I make up my Jewel.: And I will fpare them 
as a man fpareth his own fonne that ferveth him. 


CHAP. L 
The Text divided. 
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&X 'Sttsp 'S&PfSpSX 



SECT* 



o Hi 

bECT. 

Cod u Lord of Bofis. What thefe Bofis are, why called Befit • 
Vrhdtit is to be Lord of Bofis. 


ttSrr? »*■ - 

B $?‘ Vl *. 

“ ;^ f T Ch V m r ? eak, ” 3 ? f Cod we r P cak not what we ought, but what wee 
arc able, as that tmperour hath well obferved in his Epiftle to Ambrofe 7IU ^ im 1 H * 

J /•rijita fnnt t 

Crui „. »**■*> 

Firft then,t!i* Hofts whereof God is fty t0 bc Lord Soveraigne are all creatures 

SWS^tsrfii “ e i V V s 

An*bare°alfcdBrr ti0 p/ ? l' o heworld > astl " Rabbinswalhavelt <W».ChiH. 

tnad^all th&rf $£ JV &S* ^-..mondythat £•*** 

more the heavens, and lg^d»»4^LVp£?(*&ePtonS 

things that they had f.ot M.rt P lu. 

greateft fa'cility'tha^can be. 3 ' **’ ***-W gg% 

D . Teut in Gen. 

j*£*«j*«.»***•"»^6, «*.„ *»*»*& > ira . 

t^«“ hofe ’ are the Sunne, Moon, and Stars, 

hmehfa&ifc Ih’n aVc 5- 4 * o' StarionsliiriiinireoftheviBble .: • 

ASl 7.42. z,fh.i. j. The Quern of he,. 

ih.h./n V ,1C ’ZfTf" ■8““® God. enemy, We. j.io. And J " * **• 

JoEhe y d° fhll by their hghc, heat‘and influence.- caufinc fformv tempe- 

^uous, and iinfcafonable weather, to the annoyance of the Adverfarv F**" tn eo <?em 

and M *™r> swat 

SCT-SSs tt ftry rat-fe 

ttoZZ .- v, ?°. ry > ai'ere tell at the inftant futh a piercing 5* off. mviurn. 

Andftdiffolmftheir firings, and made theirbbwes nnufeftlt +**-m 
EeVneh b ? * ," 6 up .°- ftowr '> the Sunne flume full in the face of r , . . „„ , 
the French, dazelmg their fight, &c. and bn the backs of the Englifb; as 

if 
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\The R ighteous mans Recommence. 

ir all made for tirem. Hence the lupeiilitious Heathens, and fome degenerate Jews 
in ierhniss time wor(hi pped of heaven (as they called it) (et up the con- 

ilellations of heaven ior gods. ^©toppQfition to winch petty Gods, he is called 
Lord of Kofis, God of thefc gods, maker and mader of them all. And thefc 
are his heavenly hods, his cavalry, his hijph-land forces .■ not to mention here 
the meteors (whether fiery,as thunder and lightning, or aiery, as winde and earth¬ 
quakes, or watery, as rain, hail &c. AH which Gfid is laid to keep by him/# his 
ireaf i:y, and to bring them fort in the diy -of battle . 

rum tela in eorum corpora retorqueret. Aug. de civ. dei- lib.$. cap.26. Rupcrtuivcntos nominal fcopas mundi, 
evcint,& expurget atris cormpimem. Job 38.23. 

Secondly Gods armies in the earth areal terrcfliall bodies 1 fV.15.40. both lifelefc 
and living creatures. All which continue and keep their ftation this day according 
so bine o-diyi n:c, faith David : for they are all thy fervants : Pfal. 1 19.91. and at 
thy beck and check Efy 45.t 2. c Plato was wont to fay, that the earth was a kinde 
of living creature, having flones for bones, rivers for veines, trees for haire &e. 
Tut Philo better fayth, that the world is after a fort* a great man, and a man little 
world. In the Gofpcl man is called every creature. Goforth into all the world 
laith our Saviour, and preach the Gofpel to every creature, that is, to man the 
Model of the whole creation, the mafter-piece of Gods liandy-work. A wife Phi- 
Jofopher could fay that man is the end of all things in a femicircle : that is, All 
things elfe were made for him, and he imfelf is made for God. . Kis iervanc 
he is, and fivorn fouldicr, as Nebuchadnczzar is called and Cyrus : and Ajbur, the 
rod Us hand. For even the wicked alfo do the will of God, though unwittingly: 
pa-.tly befidcs, and partly againft their own wils. And in this fenfe, one nation 
may be Gods hod to puniih another , or to lheath their own fwords 
in their own bowels, as Aftdi.ru. But efpecially this holds true of the C hurch 
militant, which is terrible as ah army with banners, and every member thereof is 
a fpuitual warriour, harneffedjlike a travelling Turk, capapee, with that heavenly 
Panoplsc hfk.6.13. refilling the devil, who fleeth from him, J*.m* 4.7. 'ibe If- 
raelites martliing out of Egypt are called the Lords hofls Exod. 12.41 In rela¬ 
tion wbereunto, lomc have thought that God aflumed to bimlelfthis title • becaufe 
the Ark, (that tedimony of his fpcciall prefence) marched in good aray, and all 
comly equipage, intliemidft of the camp. Kuttofpeak forwards. 

Thirdly, under the earth, befidcs thole creatures that paffe thorough the patbes 
r.fihe fe i^Pfnl.'o.^. Whales and whirl-pooles, Dragons and Leviathans, that ferve 
to fwallow up Gods JcnaJJes, and afterwards to (hip them to land again. The 
very Devils alfo are at Gods command, and appointment: as is intimated (accor¬ 
ding to fome) in that Angelical trsfagion Holy, holy, holy Lord God of hofls, that 
is faith Gorran, of Angels,mcn, and devils. True it is, he is called Prince of the 
air • but that is by divine permifiion for a feafon. And God of this world : but no 
othervvife then Abfalom was once called the king, viz., by ufurpation. Take him 
in his greatefl power, what is the Devil clfe but Gods officer or exc- 
cutioner,to blinde the reprobate, and to teach others that belong to God,«<?f toblaf- 
phone : tfiat is by affliding their bodies, and buffeting their confciences, to warn 
them not to walk unchriflianly, to the fcandal of the weak* and the fcorne of the 
wickgd. 

, Thefc then are Gods hofls. Hofls they are willed ( and fo we defeendtothe 
fecond quaere.) 

1. For the huge number, and mighty multitude, infinitely furpaffing thofe 
numerous armies of Xerxes, Tamerlane , the Ethiopians .in Afas time, that brought 
a thoufand thoufand into the field, the biggeft army that I remember to have read 
of in holy Writ .• but no way comparable unto the Lords hofls. who (befides all o- 
ther creatures innumerable attendant) hath thoufand thoufands of Angels minifiring 
unto him, and ten thoufand times ten thottfand ftanding before him, as waiting an er¬ 
rand, and that would be glad of an office. He bringeth them out by- number, 

. and caileth them all by their names Efay 40. 20. which no earthly Generali 
can do. * . 

2. They 


The Righteous mans Rgcompence. 


1 They are called hofls for their Entaxie,the comly and lovely order of them,keep- Reaf. 2. 
ing their flations,as it were in martial manner, and battel-ray. Whence the Septu «**/i willies ia 
agint commonly render this word ufed for Hofls by *S*w*and Hterome , Ornatusf 
for order makes an army beautiful. * Sbsndler 

3. For their obedience which is no leffe admirable, then their order amiable. 

No fouldier is fo obfequious, foadive, fo ready preft at the command ofhisca- Aceef r er l f. nt 
ptain, as all creatures are at the command of God.- €0 well difeiplined are they *dhlVdlm™T 
and trained to it, (not by rules of arc, but by inflind of nature , Tfal. 119. 91.) namemmJb. 
that if he fay but to any go, he goeth .- if come, he cometh, if do this, he doeth it. Reaf - 3- 
Never was any Emperour fo obferved as he is,even to a nod or beck. Tfal 123.2. 

Fiftly, therefore is he filled fomtimes Lord of Hofls, and other times Lord pod 
of Hofls , to denote and fet forth his infinite and irrefiflible power, and that there 
is no (landing before him (thus armed and appointed) if his wrath be kindled,yea 
though never fo little .• which is an anfwer to the third quire. Hoc epsthetofum - » 
ma tribuitur Deo potent ia, faith a grave and learned interpreter. C hiefeft power and o < 5 £* nRom * 
foveraign authority is given and aferibed to God by this attribute. For this it veauditifunt 1 
is often ufed,and urged in the old Teflament; as in the new, the very Hebrew word domina muAo 
Sabaoth is retained for more Emphafis, lam. 5.4. The cryes of them that have rca- tottati . orr 
ped your fields, and yet received no wages,are entred into the eares of the Lord 23 ^^* 
of fabaoth : that is, they are gracioufly heard by a Lord far more mighty then iffiu/Za 
you are any, faith the fame interpreter. And in his larger Annotations, chis faith "Vutxpli- 
he, is added to (hew his infinite forces, and matchleffe might. The like may eafi- 
lybe collected from Rev. 4.8. compared with Efay 6.3. Where the holy Choft KiWfers 
rendcreth Holy,holy,holy Lord God of hofls, by Holy , holy, holy Lord God Al- forth his «b- 
vughty, TOVToxfAVoif,. not ou#ly, fuch a one as hath not the foie folutc power 

command alone, but the whole command of all the creatures. In heaven he hath andr ° ver),i g n ‘! 
good fervants j in hell bad: in earth both. The other Apoflles call him Lord (it is 
Gorrans obfervation) Judas calls him not fo, but Rabbi Mat.26.22,2$. becaufe he whence he 
had (haken.off the yoke of obedience, but they that will not bend muft break, as « called the 
he did, when (hortly after he became his own dcathfinan, after that he had dclive- °" e or one,y 
red up his mafler, and all by the determinate counfcl of God, the mibhty (bo»<r - 

God, as he is (tiled Efay 9.6. the Al-fufpcient God Gen. 17.1. Aben Ezra renders it i\«K>m/xi<xs 
The conquerour : and the Lord Chrift is (aid to gof^rth riding on his white horfe '‘VLU? 
conquering, and toconquer. Rev.6. 2. The Septuagint render it Self-fufficient di jfo are sP* T - 
ablc to do all without help of any; how much more when having fuch hods at com- Sihri!!!* 
mand. ftAqniU renders it fatm (trong.- lufty; valiant.^ *P«gnine and Iuniw y Om- nitmpS!' 
nipotent. Now, dtcitur Omnipotent, quia omnium tenet potejlatem , faith If dore. And dvrdgK ns 
this David the King acknowledged in all ample manner (yea Nebuchadnezzar 
the tyrant Dan^q.) Thine O Lord is the greatneffe, and the fcower, and the 
glory, and the viftory, and the majefty. For all that is in the heaven is 
thine : thine is the kingdom, OLord, and thou art exalted as head above all&c. 
iChron.29. ix. 12. 

^ . Sect, II. 


The Pope will needs be Lord of Hofls 

W Hat mcaneth then that man of fin, chat mouth of blafphemy (that I may 
apply) to fpeakfo great things of himfelf^.ij.y. to boaft himfelffo 
much in mifehief ^fal.^z. i.eolife up hirafclf above ail that is called God fit- vfc * J * 
ting in Gods temple, and (hewing hirafclf there as if he were Lord of Hods? For pT! 1 ^ 2 * 
although he hath but fome angle, and not all the corners Oftheearth,though he is Irasflzobar 
but a fox .in a hole, yet his difereet dolors (ay of him, that he can do all chat Chrid telUr lib. 
can do .• that God bath put all things in fubjeftioni under his feet ; th cbeafls of the A-dt.Pm Bp. 
field, that is men living on the earth, ttie fifbesin thefea, that is fouls, in pureatorv 
the fouls of theaire, that is the fouls of the blefTed. • fa fawmn 

It fufficech not Mo f coniw, to derive Tape of Papa the interjection of admiring, di . 

becaufe 
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pe- th= Pope is the worlds wondwmcntTTtbat bead, hTflSd have faid, 
pempiihfi. mthe Revelation, that all the world wondered after )and Pomifex, bccaufe he 
pbiamjicet makes men a bridg to bfcftedneflc , but he will have him to be Kin? of Kinrs 
* r ° rd °f Lords >}*™g A* P owe ' of both fwords throughout the world’ 
£Zn ™ °«r all reafonable cream-cs. Bonify the 8. wrote to Philip K 

muni, m,m,' of . t,a “ c f'. ^ athc vv ? s £ord ofal1 . bo * temporals and fpiritnals, in all conn- 
S'aJim&c. mes.which.sone of the dwcls titles. Math. 4. UaUaderU, Atamcsnocto 
Duha adoran- fay of Pope Paul 5. that he was a god , lived familiarly with the Godhead 
““t itfelfwhirpeiing to him had a placed in connceiwhh 
Ecclef.r.i. «>» ®° ft , d . mn , s Tnn i“- And an °' b « 01 th ' Popes parafites, dedicates a 
cap. t*,**'? thui: 10 R-r^thc 5. Vice-God, the molt invincible Monarch of 

0/papa.tea. the Chriftian common-wealth , the moll mighty defender of the Pontifician 
lefimfmtpa - om "'P° rcnc f- Om Lord God the Pope, fahh a cerraine C anonill And, to 
dicj m ,. ,hee 15 8'™n air power in heaven and earth, faid the Counsel of Lteteran the 
vcy year before LvtAerftoodup again (1 that Romifo Andchrift ■ whowearesa ' 
tZltnm n'K ° TT’ t0 c C °' ,C ' 5 J “ rdof 1 beaven.wherehe mayrtnonizefaints,of 

Tn y f °“ les ,°, Ut ot P ur e ato 'y, of earth where he faith, as once ■ 

Oroeli, vKit thedivel did : All power .s delivered unto me, and unto whemfoever I will, 
mundi modest- I give it. But how haps it then that he gives no more to many of his beft fer- 
rr To-nffancemlomcofour own fugitives: Atlin had a Cardinals hat, but 

riidZh,/, ,hfft^ver„Jr nS i"l? anra o t0 / fl ' Pp0rt his ,hrc J that he was commonly railed 
Den-. the ftarvehng Catdmall. Staple was made profcffonr of a petty univerfitie. 
Super Angelot fcarce fo good as one of our Irce-fchooles in England. Sanders was ftarved. 

‘Jde,‘uu.?,r Zy fl iT* ',T no , min « ed “ a P°° r ' vicarage under value. On Harden his 
eemZZu Holmeflebeftow d a prebend of Gann, « to fpeak more properly ( faith mine An- 
H»,*rJoh. thour) a Gaunt prebend &c. Eutthis by the by onely. 

23.™ extra - >•* 

vag . 

Luk. 4.6 .. c _ 

Dr. Feail) his ’ ‘vVECT. Ilia . 

Tranfub. ex- . : .•> . 

pl ° dCd ‘ >r<3 to Rebells againfl the Lord of Hoafis. 

Ufc 2. P° r a fecond life. IsGodche Lordof Hofts ? anddotb he with them wltftfo^ 

1 1 L ever i e w, “ 10 £ cavc " and earth ? Wo then to rebels and refraAarycs, to trai- 

Job. ai. to U rs and tranfgrcflburs? fons of Belial, chddren of difodedience, that fey to the 
King Apoflata, that break his bands, and fend meflages after him, faying, w f wH 
not have this man to rule over us : tb 3 t refufc to be reclaimed, and (lick hot to 
oppofe with cfeft and breft, whatfoever fiends in the way of their fins and lulls. 
Ood( faith the Pfalmift) fhall wound the head of hit enemies* But are there any 
Pfal.68.21. P^ ay fo “ efa y ? /° d ^ r . atl X mad > as to bear armes a gainft heaven? yes, 

faith the prophet, and ye fliall know who they arc too. He/hall wound the- hairy 

jeatpof fuch a one as goetb on in his trefpafrs. All thofc then that lye fuckine at 
• £ ” c ° otch ^. of carna11 plcafurcs grinding in the mill of worldly lulls liftningifll 

- csfariemin - thelinegclhonsof Satan the Lords profelladverfary, and principal! Counter-fad? 
tonfam et capi- omft All that againfl: the rich offers of Gods free grace, the menaces of his 

xaXo% 7 v S : th «^ rokcs hls hand, ebufeto go on Ml in their lewd and lawlclTe 

J a$o,. hating to be healed, allthefe are to be reputed 

L*c»nt 1 co- ~ da cncnies. And although their fealps be never fo hairy, their lockes never fo 

ammnutriebant hulhy, their lcokcs never fo lofty'and haughty, fierce-and furious: though'theV 
ad termem. have marrow m their bones, and milk in their breads, though their natural moift- 
urc be no whit decayed , through age or unbealthinefle, with Mofes much Ielfc 
turned into the drought ofjfu m *ier t with David, which might occafion baldncffe 
p . eople ? , but chat , b f n s young and youthy, yea ftrong and fappy, 
Cruenubtt C a " ad naire by weighr, as Abfolom yea were rough all over with E/tu, which 
Cr 1 C bZs Whl makGS them i ook S ri , m and terrible with the Caldeans. that P e6ple of fierce 
countenance, yet that fliall little availe them, when God fliall take, them in 
.hand Hee le crack their crownes, hcelc cleave theit foils, hcc'lc wound 
through thehairy fcalpcs of all fuch, as obftinating themlelVes in an cvill coiirfe, 

wili 


rjwgfitms mm, 

will needs on in their trefpaflp >h,tfiycrlt fo, the JoK-of ~ 

whidi ftarfull,execution upon hisjenemios., the Lord of bpfls wifliotmuS^ 
blehimfelfneither t. For,he needs no more but arife and his pn<»m.v« ‘ t. 1 
fiattertdv yraalltb.t haW*in.fl*U flso bpfore him, asit i^in thiafmc wJ& 
wr i. Hemeedsnotarmehiniftlf, againfl this giant-Iikc geneiatto 

with weaponsoffenfivc or defenfive:, for with his bare hand onlv hc cfn hearTi 
prondeft of thenv yea makp a pupy-boy and a very baby : of him. ^ 

Zhofthaft fmitten, all thine enemies, laith David uMn, thaclu-rL *l , « 

broken the. teetb of the ungodly. As if he fhould have faid Thofe rhat-ii* p ^3 

filres tall fellowca, w d dare chdlenge ^£X$£f^*****- m . 
once d‘d his fupiser ) are as children in thy great bands, and: fai geco^di^ * 

For thou boxeft them about the ears, clappcll them on the cheeks wirh th^rLi 

of thy hands, buffeteft them about the lips with thy clutch-fift tfil thev folc 

again, and be made to look their teeth in their throats i^r^ 

ef the ungodly. Bucifyct they will* not yeeld, but wreftlTwkh thee ^ I 

fro^ard thou wilt Kreflle Pfal. ,8. 26. Thou wilt be as froward^thev For the 

hearts of them. If they will needs try a fall with thee, thou wilt fell tL™ j A Q 

quell them, thou wilt lay them at thy feet, (is the Lord Chdft did S?’ and tfift * 

the fouldicrs-that came to fu. prize him ) yea thou mltfmite them in the htdcr-pZt ’ # 

r where we Ufe to whip unruly boyes )and fo.put them to a. perpetual! reproach 

Pfal. 78. 66 . But what need the Lord ( as I was faying ) be at all th i. . - u 

himfelf, or once fo much as foul his fingers with them, who hath fuch minh. 

armies, and fo many Hofts afoot to chailife his rebels? fo that fl hedo 

wag his little finger, or ftamp with his foot only upon the ground mbtS Fm K' 

vainly vaunted ) he can prcfently command andcall for legions of Angels to fiS "•pimferi. 

Sensed,,rib , millions of ftarrs tofight againfl Sif, r a voilvos oft^?J 7 ?“ 'J 

ning to blaft and burn up the Philiftnis ,®rart-ioad of mT wStaS ' 

kings of Canaan. Theic ate Gods hofts in heaven Neflherh he mZkr 

fufficient forces here beneath, both by fca and land. There he hath whalcsan°d ’ 

dragonsto devour his enemies: here hehath, befides armies of difeafcswithW 

them f Phyfiuans reckon 2000. feveraft forts, 200. whereof belong to th^ 

that lye in wait for the precious life.- let him but lay with 9 ehu VehaisaM^rji 

»b.) and all beads, fouls, and creeping thing, innnmerabu will ’ftraight look^OM 

at their wmdowes, and tender him their fervice. God cannot pofliblv „, , m 

*•» f d0 ? s , 2 * i • wrapon to wound his rebels with. If He fet agatofta Bad),,gin ' 
world-full of wicked doers, the water will take his Dirr • c j ' 

firC; r?Td S i a,nft n, “ rmu ^ rs ’ carth: agsinit blafphemers, fiery ferpeots Wcanem* 
againfl Idolater*, lions: Dan. 6. If againfl mockers, bears.- Ifaeain (1 Herod C * daJ ‘ 
wormes.* lfagainfl: Hatte, mice ; If asainfl Pharaoh alL t'c* *’ r ‘ 1 ’ 

dittreflohim, nowofflies, nowoflihe, now of Caterpillcrs now ofnrflh^* 

Shr av G °d h made h hC “ rth ag:|m a u™ ’ ^ «ahtagainft h1mf X n-PL.fi, 

fire fight aga.nfthim,the water fight againfthim :he left him notcftl he had beaten •*'»<•»- 

the ve^j breath.out ofhis body with ftroke after ftroke, and fo made arod with m " i - 

his hand, what hehath alfoiaid withhis mouth. The Lord k*e»eth > bo*> to 
fievede Hnjnft t, the daj of pnm/bmen, : And , In the thing therein ebej dZl preud'. “ 

* ***« zF,t - 3 . 9 . Mxod. 18. tt. He hath an eye tofoilow 

them, a guard co look to them, and a goalcr to bring ahem forth ^,ut,. n r -*ns«t tbonfie , 

he lhall call for them. In cafe they Ihould makeelca?e (n™h Im/A 7 

jrmies above them, armies below them armies P ,biut ,^m“Tmi t up * “x" 
them, yca arm i e ^; wnh.nthem, to bring them back to execudoji. ForawS Hndh ’ 

h - rbu ‘^ • 

he may fay as Ah*b once laid to the Prophet, Halt thou fomn/me o ■ ^ mCet f 

his Genfrauf ^sTno^S 

vanrs will loon draw, if their Lord he fet upon • fo there nr.#, a - 1 ii ul ‘>ma pUr* 

thcworld. thatisnotready preft to fight G^sbattles^ and revenge his^tmrjll "**** ? 

. V v y upon 







The^ighteous mdns^ecompenct. 

upon an ungodly pArlon. What Cain fometimes laid he- hath good caufe to take 
up and lecond; Every thing that findeth me {hall flay me. Brimfdne is ftrawed 
upon the houfe of the wicked , iaith lob, fo that it the fire of Gods wrath do but light¬ 
ly touch upon it, they are fuddenly continued: they walk all day long upon a 
mine of Gunpowder , cithcrby force or ftratageme they are furc to be furptifed. 
Had Zimri peace that flew;his matter ? Hktlj ever any reaxed fierce- againft God 
and profpered ? Oh that thefe gracelefle men would once learn to meddle with 
their matchvand ( according.to the vAfc-mans counfcll) beware of contending 
. with one that is mightier then they , this Lord of Hof s , I mean, the Lord mighty 
■ in battle , Pfal. 24. 8. this «>^« ofwarris Mofes calis him whofc name is Jehovah 
' fabaoth-: before w ho te dreadfull prdencc, and unreflftible puiffancc they are no 
more able to ftand, then is a glafle-botde before a cannon-£hot. 

Sect. mi. 


Tremble before this mighty Lord of Hofts; 


Ufe 3. npHirdly,Is he the Lord of Hofts with whom we have to deal ? be wc all hence 
A exhorted and excited to the praftifo of divers duties. 

And firft to tremble before this mighty Godwho having fo many millions at 
his beck and obedience, can with as much ealc, and in as little time undo us as bid 
it be done. .So Csfar once threatened iMetellus ina bravaejo; but fo, God only 
.. and eafily can do indeed to fuch as let againft him, If the breath of God blow men 
to deftruftion Lob 4. 9. for , wc arc but duft-heaps.- if he can frown us to death 
with the irebuke of hi> countenance, Pfal. 80. 16'. what is the waight of his 
Jam 4.11 . hand ( that mighty hand as James calls it ) wherewith he fpans the heavens and 

/fay40.22 weigheth the earth in-a balance? Hc.fits upon the circle of the earth, and.the 
inhabitants are as gralhoppcrs : he fhalccs them out of it, at pi.afore, as it were 
by a canvafs v; or as out of ones- lap, j(o much thc*Hcbrcvv word imports Job 3 8. 
Jer. 10.5,7 1 3 • Who would not therefore fear thee'O. King of Nations ? for to thee doth it upper- 

Mat 22.21 tain • for afmuch as thowart great, and thy Name is great in might. ; Givc unto; 

Tct juitfKfoj (Jafny t he things that arc Cajirs , faith thrift, and unto God the things that are 
rSQt^rP"' Gods. Where it is.rcmarkable that the Article in the Original! is twice repeated 
0sw. r when he fpcaks of God,more then when he fpeaks of Crf/rtr, to fhew, faith a Di- 
r t vine, ihat our fpeciall care fhould be to give God his due*. Now ifhall we fiarto 

Prov.ip i* break the penail lawes ofa King, bccaufe bis wrath is as the roafing of a lion , and. 

Prov.n$,*4. : „ as the mellengcrs of death , do that whofp provoketh him to anger, finneth againft 
Pror.aO" 2 ' his own foul i And ftiaH we not fear this King of Nations, whohath Armies of 

- 7 ; creatures to do us to death, and after that, legions of devils to torment us in hell? 

" (hall wefcar fire ^ water , lions, leopards; bulls v bears, and other common 
fouldiers. * yeathe wrath of a fool, becaiife it is heavier then the fand of the tea 
. - t-'j. ■ Prov. 3,4. And flull wc not tear the great Em perour of all thefe * that hath 
them alfat his beck and ojbeifaoce ? Thefe may kill us, but they cannot hurt us, 
as he once told the :tyrant ! i deftrby they may the .body , but neither keep the 

. good foul fitofn heavcii!r ri#rthc body from a glorious refurreftion. But God can 

; do all this v yca more, then this : andihailwc not fear his heavy dilpleafure ? Ef--“ 
Phil 1 ?.J.ulc. i pccialiy face according to-hit fear t fo is his wrath, Pfal . 90. u. That isf accor- 
ding tofome:) as . any one doth more or lefs fear Gods • indignationin the fame 
-• degice andmcafurefbalbhefeel it: as hetremblesat it, he fliall taft of it. Oras 
' r 'Vl.? others, (and perhaps better ) Let a man ftand in never fo great awe of thy wrath, 
i’ : . yet his fear fliall not provepro^ortionall, or ever be able, to match it.- heftiallnfc- 

• verftar thee! fo much as thy wrath amounts to, lcthirti Giar hisutm ;ft. Tor there. 

. ■ > is a fire kindled in his angcr, and it burns unto the l’owcft hell Dent.. a*. Now. 

• • k 1 jBcllarmine ts of opinion that one glimps of hell, were enough to taake a man not 

only turn-Chriftian and fober , but Anchorite and Monke, to live after- theftrift- 
.... eft ride that can be. I conclude with the Apoftlc, wherefore let us have grace 
Whereby we may ferve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. Tor our God is 
a conjitmingfire Heb. 12.28,29. SECT. 
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Sect. V. 

Tr »t l •• foyer fir fnlfiUing hit fromifei. 

OEcondly, « He the Lo|d of Hoft. ? Thisfhould teach m to reft confidently upon 
D h.s power, for the Mfil .ng of h, s promifes.- For what ihould hinder" Firft God 
is not as Man that he Ihould he; he payes not what he hath promifed as Sir’torif, pi. u „u 

js fa.d to do, with fan-words. Secondly, heeisnot off and on with us, hed/thnM 

fay and unfay,heis Jehovah that changethmt. # M , 

Thirdly he is the Ldrd of Hofts and cannot be refitted, or interrupted in his 
courfe. Nature may be, and was, when the fire burnt not, the water drown'd no • 
the Lions devoured not, &c. Men may be withftood thoush never fo rrZhir Z 
thepotent Princeto Ferfia was, D.,J io . 30 . And as Xas,whoaZ B S h“ 

brought five hundred thonfand men into the field, yet was he encountred andlver- * 

ma chi by an Army of a thonfand thonfand and upward, fo that he was fain to flee 

to the old Rock, for refuge. Devils may want of their will, though never fo manv. EfavadU 

as that Legion in the Gofpel, and though never fo well united, as they there were- 

for though many yet they fay. My not Our name, they fpeak and aflai s q »™. Ln i. 

One in chat pofleflion. But God doth whatsoever he will.in heaven and earth with athan itacoh *~ 

out controll or contradiftion. * witn- renhut 

It. the creatures ( faith One) there is an effence, and a faculty whereby they diis'JL'l" 

V, d" S’ d * bnancc > and [hc ff ualit y of h«t: between thefe God can 
.under, and fo hinder their working, as in the Babylonilh fire, Dan. a. i„ the lj ‘ ,h,r - 
A ,gc.s there IS an Effence. and an eaccutive power. God comes Between thefe U 
'" tf ,i’ i>nd hinders them from doing what they would. But now its otherwifein 
G,.d i he ,s moftfimpl^ and entire without miatute or compofition. Hence his 
Ain,ught,neffe h ' ! Effence, and his whole Effepce is Almighty. Hee is not 
mighty ,n refpea of fome part, or faculty, as the creature is, bn! all in God is 
mi.hty. He isnot dependent upon another for new iiipplies, as the creature, whofe 
power will ceafe and determine, if notrenewed and confirmed by God, ?rr. 
j 10 ’ l 9 * He . I s abfolutely Iclf-fufficienc, not needing any fubfidiary 

Idp |rom without thought he pleafe otherwhilcs to make ufe of the creatures as 
1 Kofrs, to tame his enemies, and performe his word tohis people* 9uid cininhr ** 
yh-wj hxfo Philo. What's more bafethen a lowfe? yet all ^gypt could not ftand ‘fecit ut mT 
leloie this poor creature but was forced to acknowledge it the finger of God. A&P&* defi- 
ftany Pharaoh oppofc to him, he can foon fubdue the ftroneeft Rebell hv rh* C,entcxcla 
weakeft mftrument. As if any Gideon build and bind uoon his nmVifp reagemur 

ft ^no^be^h ^ r °d 8 ’ h Cb ' V' 34 * Deac °”fc ini * ,i( l“ am ‘onfufi. He that beleeveth Phfh. 
ft i. h J ncccl no more but ftand and fee the falvacion of the Lord. 

The Lord fliall figh t for you, faith Mofes to Ifrael, namely by his red-fea that Exod/a.^ 
mail cover your enemies, ( a, ,t did ours in 88.; but ye (hail Lid your peace 
Commit your ■»aj', S l l 'rtfir'«mo,k' L,rd, trnft atfi in him, and hot Jail Print it Pfal.!7.» 
to pnfi. Stand not upon thefe and thefe dangers, and difficulties that ftand infhe 
wa\. Found your faith faft upon the infallible promifes of God All-fufficient .■ 
put them alfo in fu.t by faithfull and fervent prayer , and then thouoh you fei 
not how, or which way fuch a mercy Ihould be attained, or deliverance compaffed- 
yet g.ve glory to Gods power with Abraham, Rom. 4. an d buy the field it ' 

Gods bidding with Jeremy, Chap. 32 . r 7 .. 27 . chough the captivity were then 
foretold unavoidable. What talke wee of any thing impoflibll, or Lprobable 

2 S kc°d r !| S ? t i ,,S iS C °, °f '/™/, with thoftllebet 

that asked , Can the Lord provide a tacle for us in the wildernefte ? or with chat 
Infidell Lord of Samaria: Behold, ft the Lord fhould make windowes in heaven 
might this thing be ? Can the Lord ? and, Might this be ? Why ? what a queftil 
on s that ? He can give bread from heaven, and drink out of a*rock : He can com¬ 
mand the ravens to feed Elias , and the moft hurcfull creatures to be ufefull to us 
as poyfon in Pliyfick. He can do more then ever he will, as he could have refeued 
his Sonne Chnft by a legion of Angels, Mat. 2.6. 23. Some things Gpd can do 

v w .2 bu ; 
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2 Tim 2 12. buc will nor. Mat. 3*9. Some things he neither will, nor can ; as he cannot lie, die, 
Heb.tf.18. deny himfelf, break his promife, See. But whatfoever God willeth, that without 
impediment he effe&ech, E/ay 4<S. io- For who hath refitted his will ? And yet 
I know not how, *tis naturall and uliiall with us in an exigence, to queftion Gods 
power one while, (if thou canft do any thing,.help us ; his will another while, 

( Matter, if thou wilt thou canft make me clean ) and to tie him fo to the means, 
that if they fail, he cannot help. When the bottle was fpent, Hagar falls a cry¬ 
ing as utterly undone. Whence fhall we have bread to feed fo many thoufands ? 
ti.6 Whence ftiould I have flefti to give unto all this people ? (hall the flocks be all (lain, 

1m.11.13i an d all the ftfti of the Sea gathered together for them to fuffice them, faid Mofes > 
But whlRfaid the Lord to it ? Is the Lords hand waxed fhort? thou lhalt fee now 
•idie'ere tfi whether my word fhall come to patte unto thee, or not. Gods word is his deed, 
cere. his promife fure-hold : never any yet mifearried chat could produce and plead it: 

fitb he wants neither power* nor will to make it good. I'eter had a good will to de¬ 
liver Chrift opt of the Jews hands, but wanted power. Pilate had power enough 
*to doit, but wanted will. God wants neither, but will put forth both for the fafe- 
ty and falvation of his faithful people- Hence holy Job , having fpoken of Gods 
power fpeakech of his thoughts, (as Calvin obfervech) to tell us that his power 
and will are things infcparable, hisminde and hand agree together, the one to 
determine, the ocher to execute. J^.42.2. All his fliall have whatfoever heart can 
wifli, or their condition require, ilw, 22.2.3. even marvellous loving kindnefs 
from’ God in a ftrongeity above all that can be uttered : The prophet is tain to ex- 
pretfe himl'elfaboveit,by an exclamation Pfal.3 1.19,20,*21. The Lord ofHofts is 
for them,che God of Jacob is their refuge.Ue hath entred into a covenant with them 
both defenfive and offenfive, fo that all his is theirs,as Jehofaphat that told his con¬ 
federate King* oflfrael. 1 King.2a.4- 

Sect. VI. 

Stoop to bis power, and fubmit to his Soveraignty. 

T Hirdly, is he the Lord of Hofts ? what then ftiould we rather and fooner 
do then ftoop to his power, and fubmit to his foveraignty ? And fich we mutt 
be either hisfervants, or hisflaves, his fubjefts or his fooc-ftool, chufc the for¬ 
mer condition , that we may efcape the laEter? for certain it is, he will fetch us 
in by one Purflvanc or another (and he hath enow ready) if we make not haft 
with Shimci, to*come down, and meet the Lord with intreaties of peace, that he 
may embrace us, and take us in to his.princely favour. Do not ask me here, ( as 
Pharaoh once did Mofes) who is the Lord that IJbould ferve him ? Gods Attributes 
are of two kinds, which either (hew what he is for who he is? to the quettion 
of Mofes what he is ; God gave a ftiort anfwer.• J am. To the fecond of Pharaoh , 
who he is, he made a large reply by his armies of lice, flies, haiJ,Iocufts See. Till 
Tharaoh was compelled to anfwer for him, The Lord is righteous , but J and my peo¬ 
ple are wicked , This was a faire confetti on,- but extorted : for he was no fooner oft 
the rack, but he bit it in again, and became more hard and hardy, as water grows 
* more cold after a heat. And fuch, for all the world, was che forced and famed 

obedience of thofe Jfraelitesim the wildernefle while God flew them (by fiery fer- 
pents, and others his warriors) then they fought him, yea they returned, and en¬ 
quired after God* as if they would have done the deed. Neverthelejfe they flatte- 
Pfal.78.34.3tf red him with their mo tithes, and lied unto him with their lips. So mutt not we do, 
if ever we mean to do well: but throwing away our weapons, lay our felvcs low be¬ 
fore his foot-ftool, unfainedly fubmitting to the feepter of his kingdom, obeying 
from the heart that form of doftrine whereunto we have been delivered- For,what 
Rom.tf.17. a (hatue i s i t for us not to do that homage to God, that all other creatures fo gladly 
pay & performPwhac a monftrous thing that man amid ft al Gods handy-works that 
revere the Almighty, and readily do his will, that he I fay, fhould prove .a great 
Heteroclite , an open rebel, a profeft adverfary to God his foveraign Lord,his crown 


and dignity ? Oh fend a lamb (in token of-homage and fealty ) to the ruler of the 
world Pow and pray to the Lord your God,'bring prefentsunto Fear , that is, 
to him that ought to be feared. And for as much as with your ten thoufand you 
are not able to encounter this great King, that comes againft you with twenty 
thoufand times twenty thoufand ■ fend an embaffage quickly of prayers and tears, 
whiles he is yet on the way, and defire conditions of peace. LuR. 14. 32. You Irmpnpk, ne 
know how Jacob difarmed chat rough man £fut that came againft him with 400. j^vifioses 
cutthroats at his heels how ^Abigail appealed that enraged man David, that exafpmrint* 
had defperately vowed the death of fo many innocents; how the Syrians prevailed Tacit kijUih.z 
with that non-fuch Ah.:b, for the life of their Lord Benbadad. Having heal'd that M ittamtu 
the kings oflfrael were merciful men, they put fackclorh upon their loincs and ermascordis 
ropes upon their heads, and in this form of humble fuppliants they came to the u &m s Cyprian 
King, and faid, I hyfervant Benadad faith, / pray thee let me live. And a like ad- 1 Km.20. 32. 
dreflewe read of in our own hiftories of the old Brictones to*sEtius the Roman 
Governour, and ofcheCflice-men to one of our Edwards ; Oh lec their pradife orrie^ntome 
be our pattern. We have heard abundantly that there is a matchlettc mercy in God garments *. C 
for all penitent perfons, above that ever was found inchebeft king of Ifrael- withfandon 
this mercy we have a promife of, if wc fubmit to the condition, {in thee the father- their heads, 
lejfe findsth mercy Hof 14 3.) So had nottbe Syrians their beft encouragement yalentinian 
wa£a general hear fay. This condition is no more then what every man will yceld therhird. 
to be reafonablc , viz., that we lay down che bucklers firft .* that we come before Daniels biff. 
him in lowlieft manner, with afhes on our heads (fo they of old )as unworthy to be of fys. The 
above ground , with fack-cloth on our loyns, as unworthy thecourfeft cloa- cameto^fd z 
thing, with ropes about our heads, as deferving to be deftroyed : yet hum- bareheaded, 
bly begging that we may live in his fight with tfmael, # yea that we may ferve bar<sfbored 
in his prefence with Mofes, and dwell in his houfe with * David all the dayes of ' n - l hi ir , fl,Srrs 
our lives, to behold the fair beauty of the Lord, and to-enquire in his temple. JJbout 
This is all that God requires,and this was that one thing that Davtdheg'd fo dearly neckij&c. 
at Gods handsP/h/.27 4. and accordingly obtained ic. Hence be fo confidently Hb.p. 240. 
calls his foul to reft amidft a multitude of moleftations and incumbrances. Hear pfa1,27 * 
llirnelfe, Tfal.3. I will not be afraid often thoufands of people that have fet them- 
felves againft me roundabout. I laid me down and Jlept, I awaked Sec. He never - 
brake his fleep for Abfilom and all his forces, then up in arms againft 'him. For 
why ? falvation , faith he, is ,of the Lord, hts blejfmg is Upon his people. (Per.5,6,8. Jl 
thereof I am one, and (hall therefore be in fafety. Behold I have blefled him, and * *• 

he (hall be blefled, faid Ifaac of Jacob : faith the God of Jacob, of all chofe that reft 
confidently upon his power for their prefervation, that hope to the end for the 
grace that is to be brought unto them, at the revelation of Jefus Chrift. j Pet.i.i$ 

At dcftruEHon and famine thou [halt laugh , faith Eltphaz., neither (halt thou bear 
fraid of the tycafts of the earth . For thou (halt be in league with theftones of the field; 
and the be afts of the field [hall be at peace with thee. lob. 5. 22,23. 

Sect* vi i. 

Set his power rework^, by prayer. The power of prayer. 

L Aftly, is God Lord of Hofts ? how fhould this confideration quicken and call 

us up to a conftanc inftancy in prayer to that God, who is able to do for us above Eph.3.21. 
that WC are able to ask^or think 3 that wc having all fufficiency alwayes in all good .p£fp 8 
things, may abound unto every good work through Chrift chat ftrengthneth us. oraxn tdelk 
Many and glorious things are fpokenofche power of prayer in the book of God. omnipotent eft. 
Indeed there is a kinde of Omnipotency atcribed unto it,and not without caufe. For ***ber. 
certainly whatfoever God can do, prayer can do : fith prayer fees God awork, God • 

fets his power awork,^nd Gods power fees the creature awork (as at Peters 'enlarge prtcum^Alfted 
ment)and then what wonder the thing come on an end, though fnever fo difficult, fift. iheol. , 
For ftial any thing be too hard for God? or fhal not God avenge hisjpraying people ^- 4 - cap. 2. 
that cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? I tell you that he Luka8,tf * 
will avenge them fpeedily.^z and Jehofaphat prayed down their enemies,fo did the 

Vuu3 Jews 


Aft5 4. 
Sccrat. lib. 1 
‘cap. 1$. 


Spec.beUifacri 
Dr. Powell in 
Cambr. hiftor. 
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Jewts in Efihers time, the Saints in the afts, the thundering legion. The death 
of Arrins , was precationis opur non morbi. He was brought to confufion by 
the prayers of Alexander the good Bifhop of Conftantinople. Luther had ob¬ 
tained of God, that whillt he lived the enemie ftiould not plunder his countrcy;- 
when I am gone laid he, let thofc pray that can. So, when the dates of Germa¬ 
ny were once aftemblcd to conlult about points of Religion then in controverfy, 
he,chough thirty miles diftant,at the very houfe wherein it was concluded, that the 
reformation Ihouldbc eftabliihed,came leaping out of his dofet,(where he had been 
tugging with God by prayer ) with Kicimtu , Vicimtts in his mouth, we have over - 
come, we have overcome. Non difputationibtts fedrogationibtss , faith Bodine. I he 
bufines of religion i? more difpatcht by prayers then difputes,yca or then by force of 
armes. A great Queen isreportedto have faid, that lire more feared the rafting & 
prayers of John Knox and his difciples, then an army of thirty thoufand men. 
Leo line Prince of Wales, when by lumc about him he was moved to make war 
upon oftr third Henry ; I am more afraid, faid he, of his prayers and alines, then 
of his preparations and armies. The l.ke we read of a ccr a;n Duke of Saxony, 
that having raifed forces to fight again If the Bifhop of Magdeburg t and under- 
ftandingbyhis Intelligencers, that the Bifhop made no kindc of Warlike provi- 
lion, but laid that he would wholly commit his caufe to God, who would not 
faile to fight for him. Godblcflc me laid the Duke, from waging war with him 
that trufts in God for defence and deliverance. Nnma (a Heathen) repo fed lb 
much confidence in his gods, that when he heard the enemies were at hand, he 
laughed and laid , At Ego rent divinam facia. But 1 am about the fcrvice ol the 
gods ; and fo long I can 101 but be in lafety. Jacob vvreftlcd with God by prayer, 
and had the better of ^im. Of Luther it is laid, that 1 e could have what he 
world of God. St. Bernard in his meditations giving diverfe rules of ftrift- 


, nelfe, purity of heart, lmmilitic and holinclfe.- Et cum tails ftier Is , faith he, 
memento mei, when thou art thus fitted for prater, thou maift have any thing, pray 
forme. God ret]:: ires no more of us but to bring before him lawfull petitions, 
and honed hearts, and then doubt not, but if the thing be feafable, prayer can 
effed it; Elpecially, if in prayer we reft upon Gods infinit power ingaged for our 
• rclicfe, and pie id it,he cannotlay us nay. 

It was a notable and an imitable piece of policy in the ancient church, Pfal . 
80. to found her prayers upon Gods Power. Stir up thy flrength , and come and 
fave us. Vcrfc x. And in fuing for her liberty) to prcfic God with this prevayling 
argument, Thou art the Lord ofhofis : yea by waving her wings often, to gather 
that winds under them, that might mount and bcare her up to the prcfcnce of the 
Almighty with more facility and efficacy, growing every time in fervency by 
her threefold iteration and repetition; of the lelf fame petition in prayer. Tume 
Cumin collo- ni ugine O God , faith fhe ( vcr. 3. ) and caufe thy face to (bine , and we Jhall be 
dm™ cwn”‘ f ave< *' This was a good prayer, butfomwhat flag: therefore flic ftirres up her 
■ Vei'.repikc- H’lf againe, and takes better hold of God, by this title in my text : Tume tu 

mus licet,du- againe, O Godofbofls, and caufe thy face to /bine, and we /ball be faved - ver. 7. 
p/uernus,nipfi - Here Inc is lomwhat thriven in her devotion. Before Twas O God onely, with- 
druplicemus ou t an'y further attribution. Now tis O God of hofts , Thou that haft all power 

JlffedJnGen. in thine hands, do it for us. But laftly, asif that were too little, flic trebbles her 
forces (as Ab-aham did for Sodom ) and by a new addition, Tume us again, faith 
Tantusjulmi- flic. O Lord God of h'fls y caufe thy f ace to /bine, and we (ball be faved. And 
having thus laid,flic refts fatisfied ; fo doling up her prayers, as not doubting in 
trepidat^fajhit'- Gods due time, Of a gracious anfwer. The tfft huall fervent prayer of a righteous 
feipjoimbeciUt- man, faith St. James, availeth much, oris greatly powcrfull. And this he ex- 
erButb. -f -emtdifiesin Elias - a man (faith the Apofrlc*) as other men are, and therefore 
' =r ? o n^' 7B .a had originatl fin in him, mixing with his prayers. And a paflionat man too, fubjett 
Zyltribyiw ito like paffons as other men arc : for we read how on a time, when he fate un- 
cfgixitioner* d'ir the Juniper: he would havedied in,a paffion: and yet he prayed, and prayed 

habeteumvtr- that it might not nine ; and at his prayer, it rained not on the earth by the Ipace 
'^ t * lrc!5 ' cjrcs an d *’ x monetbs * And ^ 1e prayed againe, and the heaven gave 
tenders.' raine, and the earth gave her fruits, not without a miracle of Gods mercy. For 

Hovarin. raine in an ordinary courfe had come coo late to a land that had laincfolong 
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comes too lare,stnd that bccaufc God never comes too 1«1 V praycr ne,r|:1 " 
der-worh in heaven and earth. No good thing can mJhT'or Ivm^ 

Was * a ^j U . 

caufe Jacob had wrcftled with God all ni«hr an A toucb him, be- 

bleffing of deliverance, and a guard of Aneets. ’ The !l?J t ^ *' Wa ? ' vitllOUt a 
the people, for Mofes will not veeld toir^ nor a 1 P a 2 uc ca nnot fallen upon 
he held up his hands on the hill. If ever the encmrihalM 6 ' 31 11 \ thc , valc » bc «afc 
have decreed it lb he firft takes order for ftaI1 d ° 8°°d onT, and Gcd 
prayers would, as it were, tranfulca dead pal^iWo^b^ ,^ IS P ro Pj crs > whole 
not finite, I e r. n l6 . oravnot S h7r^ P i y °, hlS hands * tbac he could 
prayer for them , neither make interceflion toteTr I l ' P Cry J Uot 

Lord fliould have faid thus: Had th ere been anv pooH r if a hear ' As if chc 
prayer would have done it. Buc 1 am fullv benr ^ r C d ? nC ,n this cafe > 

on a; never had been, norlhould be the like S orav if ’ rct y Idfuc h a nafliidi- 
not in the winter, for that will be tedious nor™ .hr Sc ’ uT' your fli g ht be 
grievous. Whereupon a learned interpreter mahes Ais * ac « illbe 

t ate a liquid permittst precibus. Somethino r*^ his note. Inmaxwafcvcri- 
in his grcaceft leverity. Admirable is that § and for thf^ 010 ^ yCdd C ° P ra y ers * 
and appefite, that Polamu reports of a terrible earth n P 7 fenC p , ur P ofc mo ^ a pt 
Bcmein Swilferland .* by the . Tories of, 

lently over other mountains, fore-whelmed and rovr^-JP n J 0I J ntai n carried vio- 
hadninety famiiiesin it, onJhalfhoufe^^exceed ? Wh .° ,C u tOWn(hi P» 
family with hi, wife and children were with bended ^^tr * ™ Rsr of thc 

God. This fell out no longer ago then in thc reit* caI ! ,n g, carne % upon 

dus Polanw a famous Divine, who lived noc L n « J 4* and is related by Ama n ~ 
m^lcs diftaneftom the place where thc thing fell ^ ^ a M-» n °c many 

who lceth not, as in a mirrour the marvelous f nr a ^J llcb u^table example 
<r, Handing, f ^-like) with 

and verifying that ofonr Saviour- Verierr betw,xt the I,v «ng and thc d^ad 
f«7 p' fv'f'Uh W 

r,m.ve b c , hm removed a „J cafi ,b e Cea a A■!7 l U "' *" d “ M 

thmgswhoeveryePmUaskein p/yer, belcevid t ffn ™, ' Atl 

Stvmur! wh« could have fallen from that fweet month of.h ' r ° h blcffid 
ry ofthy free grace and our created enconraapm lKh I oftb,ne more for the glo- 
dayly luites, that God would open our cye 8 S To lce°th J ^ ° f gracc ^ ich 
bis power towards us that belecvc according to rh P Cxce f d,n S grcatnefTe of 
power. Th§re is in the Original! a fivfoMT®. ° lhe Workln 8 his mighty 
ar^too weak to utter it. ^ g adaoon, and all too little. Words 




Ruafinumu 
faflk, Drum 
ambiunt oran- 
ter. Tertull. 
Prices JUnt 
bombarda fy 
inflrumenta. 
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Sha?h a power"alwTyes p^epa^ed^anVrm ° f H °.^ ’/° confider th « God ufe 

2-to provide for diem. ? P * my cvcr ^ r wdineire 1. toprelervethem. ' 4 

For 
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for their prefervation , firft, Our God is able to deliver us, either from the 
fire , or in it: this was the fupport of thole three brave W orthies in Daniel, and 
may be ours , that lean on the Lord and the power of his might. Shall the Phi- 
liftins rely upon their Goliath, Papifts an their he-laincs and fhe-faints, Turks on 
their Mahomet, Heathens on their Tutelaries, and not wc encourage our felves 


in the Lord our God as David? not cheer up our hearts in this manofwarr, 
whofe name is the Lord of Hofts, the Lord mighty in battle ? Oh fay with the 
church in Micah , tAU people will every one , in the name of bis God , and 

Mican.4 w wxlkjnthe name of the Lord oar God for tver and ever. For their rock is 

Deuc 32.31 not as our Rock 9 our cncm ‘ cs themfelves being Judges. Conttmno minutes ifios 

Deos , modojovem propitium habeam , fafd that Heathen, if God be for us, what 
Rom.8 31 need we fear what man or dcvill can do unto us ? 

Ob. Oh but mine enemies are many, and mighty. 

Sol. Yea but thy champion Is the Lord of hoik , with whom it’s nothing to fave whe¬ 

ther with many or with no forcer. I his flaid up Afas heart againft a thouiand thou- 
2 Chron.14 22 j an d enemies. 


But they arc fierce and furious. 

What of that? I know whom 1 have trufted, faith Paul, and Tam lure that 
he is able to keep that I have committed to him againft that day 2 Tim . 1. ia. I 
have btfen delivered out ofthemouihoT the lion ; And the Lord fhall deliver me 


from all evil! &c. 2 Tim. 4. 17, 18. Did not the Lord appear to fojbuah with a 
ttudatamni- naked fword in his hand, as captain of the Hoft ? Did not the Angels fight for 

vimmenfem Hezckiah , an! environ Ltcob at Aiahunaim , Elijba in the mount &c? and hath 

fuum nunquam not t fo e j^ or( j c h ar g e <j t hein ftiil lo pitch their tents round about the righteous. 
deufaabAd* They appear not unto us, (it’s true ) now as of old, becaule the church now 
lapfiteum in needs not fuch confirmations, and Chnft being afeended, and the fpiric plenti- 
EicUfia fu* fbUy bellowed , God would that our converlation Ihould be in heaven, and not 

dsfenj.&c. that the Angls Ihould convcrle fo vifibly with us on earth. But they ftillpitty 

“ 0 c ' our humane frailty, and fecrctly iuggeft both counfell, and comfort: they alfo 
keep us from perils and dangers of body and foul, who clfe could not fubfill, no 
not an hour. 


* Next for provifion of neccflarics , God hath taken and bound over the bell of 
the creatures to purvey for his people , and to bring them in maintenance, the 
Pro. 20.30,31 heaven, ihe earth, the corne, the wine, the oyle, the beft of the beft is for them* 
frl/ZZ 20, 21. The Lions faith the Plalmift ( and the Lion is the king of beafts) 

c.2°ei viln'ot or > rtc ^ amon S the people ( as the Septuagiht have it) fhall hunger and ftarve, 
thole that will be line to have it, if it be to be had : wicked rich men not only 
Pfal.io.y,io ro j, |j Ut C bc poor , when they have gotten them into their nets > that is, their 

debts, bonds, morrgages , as Ckryfofiom expounds it. Hence they arc called 
men-eaters, Cannibals P/di. 14. 4. Loethel'e Cormorants, thefc yong Lions, 
jball ikckjtnd fnjfer hunger , but thofe that feek the Lord (hall want nothing that is 
Pf1I.78.14 good. He will rain down bread from heaven , and let the flint-ftone abroach , 
tiUmpetram and turn the wilderncffe into a Paradife, before his people lhall pine and perifti. 
aquMtUm. Never was Prince fo lerved in his greatett pomp , as the rebellious Ifraelites in the 
Ttuull. defert. How good (hall we finde him then to thofe that pleale him ? Elias is fed 
Vixunquam one w hj| e by an Angell, another while by a Raven. But if both fhould have fai- 
MWutpoui l ed > as the brook Cherith did, ■ yet he that took away his meat, could have 
ll in terr* ca- taken away hh ftomack, as he did alio, for 40. dayes together in the mount of 
naanquimin God. In a word , the Lord of hofts hath a thoufand means ready afld at hand to 
diferto.BuchoL provide for hh people : his ftrength and wifdome ever bufieth and beftirreth it fclf 
for their comfort. The Lord (faith Peter who had tried it) knowes how to pre- 
PhilVia.ia fertrehis own, and to deliver the godly out of temptation. And I can do all 
1 King.2a. ’ through Cbrift that ftrengtheneth me , faith- c P<*»/, whether it be to be full or to 
Heb.i u be hungry , to abound or to be abaled. A beleever walks about the world like a 
Ait. 7. . Conejueronr , as AfichaUh did after he had feenthe Lord on his throne, with all 

the hoft of heaven about him : So Mofes after he had by faith ieen him that is in- 
viliblc: and Steven after he had feen thefonof man on the right haYid of God, 
■Angels , authorities and powers being made f vbjetl unto him. I Pet . 3.22, 

And as in tcmporall fo in fptrituall regards alfo, this holds true for the foul 

and 
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and inward heart, ranch diftreffed many times by wicked frificsfobiriT 

places Ejl K . 6 .ti. They have the upper ground of S s 

they aflkulcus out oftheair, and there-hencebuffet final advantage) 

darts (lb called for the doloiandSpe"he v workl,«Tt ." 8 1 ‘‘T I'T 

and the liheft hell of any thing,) with tbehaile-flio^helhfl^c ofthrir lemptadoM* 
flk lT” by thefuppliesof his fpiric, andhythe.vifible Sy ofTs 

His 

omof\he r fitw Il bv W riieC dlff0lVC f ; h “ trench ' s thrown down, and himfelf driven 

bns US ’l/ a A ha / llen |? GoUat l 3 - lt &tefaes to have one of the other fide to combace 
with. Michael and his angels, have difarmed and driven out the dragor and his 
angels, they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb: yea, the famfs do ove 
come, or are more then eonquerours, bccaufe through faith in Thrift i-A* 
come before they fight, the} arefur’e of vidory XhS " And dt »gh st 
tan,s la.dtomakewarre upon the Saints, and to overcome them? W? 8 , ,. , 
yet this is but fpoken according to humane conceit, and in regard of outward per 
feu ions. liut thanks be to God, who maketh us alwayesw triuZh Sgh 
Chrift, i Cer. 2.14. The gates of hell ihall not prevail againft us • that is ail the 
power and policy of hell combined : for in the gates fate the Elder, tocomhkin 
time of peace ; and at the gates was planted the beft munition in time of warre 
Impoftours fhould deceive, if it were poflible, the vervFlert /.erharrh; a 

of the ftars of heaven) but that cannot be. (as that third part 

mid^ftem?o^;t t . Sat “ WithafuU mo » th ( as a fell Lion ) roars upon you. 

vil fo p'^rfu!i? 1 ^he V m^c^drnfc| 0 fi^well he ma^i^ike'his'd’afn at u?buc 
not fet bis fangs in ns: well he may nibbleat 

head ffirWa tor. of G.ike e p»hhmfilf, ,.d ,Lr met,d o* e ZZh lZ 
not, t at isTaftu qualitative, faith Ca jet an, with a deadly touch. Befidcs Chrift 
is a Lion alfo, even the Don of the Tribe of Judah (the vidorious Tribe Uhat can 
out-roar Satan, and eafily over-mafter him. As for thee that humbleft thv fclf at 
aflfure C ^ y feJ / he wlU nevcr sample on the > eelding prey^ 
^tSatamsnotonely a Lion, but a dragon: hcenotonely ro^s Ltfpets 

True all this: but Mt-ca-el ? who is astheftrong God ? Chrift our onelv Ml 
cW/ hath with his fore, and great, and terrible fword, punifhed Leviathan that 
crooked piercing ferpent, and flam the dragon th.it is in the (ea Efav -’7 I Undrr 
our feet he will tread him ftiortly, as he hath done already under hfs "own I mum 
phing over him on the crofte, with Death ware's thy ft img 1 hr ft where*s t hi vifto 
2*2° b , C bricf - Tbe \amb with his two horns can Vo 

his ten. Stronger is he that is in you, then he that is in the world. Chrift is that 
goodf^ ^,an, lhat caftsoucthcftron S man armed out of hiscaftle, andfpoilshis 

Inft? h> 5 0t ? e hath /° ft . r °!l 8,y L e, ? trenclied himfelf in my heart, by a herd of bafe 
Ms, and a frame of evil thoughts, that he will hardly ever out, if at all 

nnlI h T eap0n pV° f ° U ^ rfa f e arC noCcarnall > but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of ftrong-holds (or trenches) calling down ima c i na tiSns and ev^rv 
thing that exalts it felf againft the knowledge of God, and bringing DtoSptfvkJ 

called his°wLT f Cbrift l 2C - 1 °* 4i S• Chrift, Minifters are 

Tull h AnHa rI^V Wh r e0n hC f ndC5 * h ™ World, conquering , and to con- 

* PI T And alchou Sb for their perfons, they be mean and contemptible yet their 
; T ;f/ nd mi ^ e p . Isthac of God to fa lv at ion, which the Devil cannot 
Rand before. Our Saviour faw Satan failing as lightning from the heaven of mens 
hearts, when the Apoillcs were abroad preaching the Gofpel. We preach Chrift 

crucified. 
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"crucified, faith St. Paul, unto the Jews a ftumbling-block, and to the Gentiles foo- 
liihnefle. But unto them that are called, both jews and Greeks, Chrift the poVeer of 
God t and the wifdome of God, i Cor. i .22,23. And a verfe or two before. It pleafed 
God by the foolilhnefs of preaching, to fave them that belceve. 

As unlikely a means in clve worlds eye, to do fuch a feat,as the blowing of rams 
horns, to over-turn the walls of Jericho. But what matter is it, how . unlikely 
the means are, if in the hands of Omnipotency? An Ox-goad in the hand of a 
Shamgar, an Affe-bone in the hand of a Sampfon may do much : fo here. The De¬ 
vil mu'ft needs down, if God once fend forth his Pauls, to open mens eyes , to 
Afts 2 6 .18 turn them from darknefle to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that they 

may receive forgivenefle of fins, and inheritance among them that are fandtified by 
faith that is in Chrift. 

Obj. Oh, but the Devil tells me, J (hall never inherit, for I am not fan&ified by 

faith. 

Settle that firft ( be furc ) by found and infallible evidences: See that thy faith 

and other graces be of the right ftamp, efftduall faith, laborious love, patient 

hope, &c. 1 1 hef. 1. and then finga Requiem to thy felf, as Lather once did 

•Job Manly. ( after a grievous conflidl ) the Pfalm De profundi*, in contempt um Y^iaboli, in de- 

heem: fiance to the .Devil- Onely. be adviled, not to pore over-much upon thy fandtifi- 

cation, which in the bell: is unperfedt, but to take comfort of thy Juftification, 

which is compleat, and abfolute. In cunfidenc confideration whereof, St. Paul 
Rom.8.33, triumphantly cries out; Who fhall lay any thing to the charge of Gods chofcn ? 

54 fo long as it is God that juftifieth ? Or, as yluftm reads it,' Shall God that jufti- 

fics us ? Who is he that condcmnech ? Do Angels ? No^ they rejoyce in our con- 
verfion, and call us their fellow*fervants. But who then ? Do the infenfible or 
unreasonable creatures ? They, in their kind are in covenant with us, Hof. 2.18. 
and in earneft expectation groan, nay travell together with us, waiting (and, as it 
were lying bed-ridden the while) for our full manifefiation, c^n the redemption 
of our bodies, Rom. 8 . ip,&c. But who is it then ? Do our own hearts condemn 
us ? No neither, if not bemifted, and abufed by Satan : for being j'uftified by faith, 
we have fo farre peace with God, that we glory in tribulation by the confident in- 
Rom.s.1.3 tergatory of a good confcience toward God. But fay our own hearts do wrong- 
I’perTaf* accl ’k us,yet God is greater then our hearts, as well for good as for evil; to do 

1 Joh-j.ao us righc, notwithftanding a mifgiving, or mifguided heart of our own. But fay 
then: who is he that condemneth us ? Is it the Devil and his wicked imps? Let 
them do their worlf. He is indeed the accnjer of the brethren : but Chrift our Ad- 
Rev.12. vocate is ever ready to non-fuic and cad out all his accufations. The Spirit alfo isin 
direft and full oppoficion to this Accufer, called the Comforter , or 

aooloavor Pleader for us, pleading our evidences to ourfpirits, and helping ns upon true re¬ 
clearing of pentance, to make apology for our felves, 2 Cor. 7. 1 1 . fuch as God admits of and 

your felves. accepts. As for chat old Serpent ( the Accufer of the brethren) he is cad down 

Rcv.12.10 already, and all his limbs (hall beecad after him erelong, into the burning lake. 

In the mean while, what cares the prifoner at the barre, though the gaoler and his 
fellow-prifoners paffe fentence of death upon him in the gaole, fo long as the 
Judge acquits him from the bench. And as little need any fervantof the Lord of 
Holts dand upon the cenfursof earth, and hell,- fo long as God thinks well of him, 
and all the Hofts of God combine for h is comfort. 


Oh}. 

1 Pet.2.11 
Sol. 

Gal. 5.17 

]oh.io 
Rom.14.4 


Oh, but. I have hods within me, that do me all the defpite and difpleafure. The 
flefli ludeth againd the fpirit, and other-whiles gets the better of it. Befide9, there 
be bands of flelhly lufts, which like armed fouldiers, lie btlletted in mybofome, and 
ever and anon fight againft my foul. 

Yet bee of good comfort, the fpirit alfo ludeth againd the flefli, fothatthon 
cand not do what thou ( naturally ) woulded, thy new nature will not fuffer thee: 
as Paul would have gone to a certain place, buc the Spirit forbade him« As for thy 
lufts ( be they never lo lordly ) God caneafily cut the combes, nay the throats of 
them, and let out their life-blood. My l ather is dronger then all, and None can 
take you out of his hands. The weak brother fhall beholden up ( amidda world 
of fcandals without, and daggerings within) for God is able to make him (land. 
He can preferve a fire alive upon the face of the Ocean, a fpark of the fpirit. 
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amidft aworld of wickedncffe within. He can caudTweak and wor chlefTc grafhop- 
.pers to become agreatnpion Joel 16. a mighty people chap.z.2. a huge army Efaygosa 
He can make the houfe. of Ifrael poUute the idols, which they had once perfumed J*£Vi 
with incenfe, and to.fay to their familiar devils, get thechence. Hecanfboporftrike 
back.the courfe of the Sun, though it rejoyce as a ftrong man to run his race. Na¬ 
turally and freely it giveth light, buc he can turn it into darkneiTe and blood. The 
mountains of themfejyes are ponderous and prefling, yet at Gods command they 
skip like lambs. 1 

Think the fame of out dull and undntiful hearts. God can quickly oyl them and 
mmUe them,drawing us by his free fpirit/o as we IhaH run after him -. as a balddcr 
■ of.tfelftsahcavy fubftance, and unapt for mot,on, but being filled with winde it 
will fcarce bide in a place. So we being filled with the holy Ghoft (hall finde our 
fcet as hinds feet upon the everlaftmg mountains, no longer (hackled by corruption 
but at very good liberty to tuft the waves of Gods co mmandment y v ’ TOtijj; 

/“ re , " ear ^ " ot . ftrai ' Kd at « God, but in our own bowels. 

He is both able and ready both to cover and cure our fins and fickneflis. In the 
dayes of his flefli, he offered hunfelf to his patients, and was found of them that 
fought him not. He heal'd them alfo ofdifeafes hereditary, and fuch as all the • 

Pliyfitians in the eountrey might have raft their caps at. Now hehath loft no¬ 
thing by heaven, you may-befare, neither of his will not skill to do che fame cures 
upon mens fouls , as once;• he did upon their bodies may he cured their bodies onelv 
in reference to their fouls, and ftill hangs out his tableofcures.ro draw cuftome ““h ' 8 ' 1 ?* 8 
, ,HS We W A * rched > md f" " "> « «*d knew is for shy 

CHAP. II. 


■ The Lord will finde a fit time to make up his jewels from the 

worlds mifufages. 

And they pall be mine faith the Lord of Hofts, in that day 
when l niak^ up my Jewels . 

G °^ 1S * C r C |i [ ' 0rc1 of hofts : Tll,s is a point hath been hitherto proved and im Dro¬ 
ved. *Followes now a fecond Observation. F u,anQ im pro 

’ This Lord of Hofts will not fail to finde a fit time forthemakinoi.n^nv- • , Do 5 ‘W" 

from the worlds mifufages. ' - - ™Lr°r me making up of his jewels, 

There is a day here Fpecified in the text, a fetand folemn day, a particular time’ 
a certain feafon, wherein God will make him felf glorious ocular time & e . Colvin in 

them that beleevc in that day. So fpeaks the At>oftle r U a admired m all locum. 
where the day of che Lord, che day of Chrill thedav of GnH * d 5 y i. ^ led 5 Jfe “ 1 "°%™ f 9 
declaration of che iuft judgement ollGod accordhig^che G^cl^An^of&is^Iaft 

and great day of general judgement, the moft interpreters underftanH , c f lts nechdocb tem- 
And truly 1‘belccve it is partlj? if not principally btimacd and tb,a !*•«"«*«* 
I cannot thmk onely hri*e intended. Some mens^nc ^ n 7. mai n I V> chough ,-jrf tracifuicum 
h'pfift-frrk „ . r • • 8 ° 11 mens nns aie open afore-hand poin^ dejuturoagnur 

fore cp judgement, andfoinemen they follow alter. Likcwife alfo Sbinil.pentaii 

works pffomc are mamfefl 1 before hand, and they that are oXr Jfi , 8 u 2Thcf -> ^ 

hid.' fSdttte finners are here punilhed that wemiv 1 , erw “ e » cannoc be 1 Thcf.5.2. 

ouy the prectour fromMle, the corn f rom che chaffe St T G ^“her. 

gdod fifh stnd good figs from the bad wherein he ^ * r ° m C1C S° aCs ,the Figmer Alii. 

m akc up his jewels,advance his T”’ * T T‘* 

away all the wicked of the earth as droffe Pf„l ii S o o P A„d P ik ? , a "? P “ C 

haply todo.t,becaufehis hour is.i 

cancc 
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\idt Calvin tance to the bad, nor deniance to the better fort. God firft writts things- down in 

inloc. his book of remembrance, and then afterwards executes them, which requires (omc* 

time between. But a time hewillfinde, and that muft needs be fo, for thefe rea- 
fops, fome refpeding God, and fome the faints themfclvcs: but both forts groun¬ 
ded upon the text, and therc-hence borrowed. 

Sect, u 

> 

Reafon I, From Gods providence. 

Reaf.i. TJOrGod, firft, there be many things in Him, that may well, infer the point in 
Sicfpe 8 *um- XT proof, as his providence, power, Faithfuineffe, Goodnefle, and'Juftice. 

UntHiwfie his good providence, which like a well-drawn picture eyeth each one in 

fintulot quafi the room. Neither is he a bare fpeftatour onely, but aschiefAgent, he wifely 
ftl*s, Aug. ordered) all the worlds diforders to the good of hischildren. Hc faveth, that is, he 

i Tim 4.r0. jjrelerveth all men, butefpccially thofc that belceve, faith the Apoftle, he is cu- 

plenusntMii rious and ful1 1 bufineflfe, faith the Heathen, my hither workerh bithcrunto > and I 
Ve usTull.de. alfo work, faith our Saviour. And this is meant by thofc /even eyes of the Lord 

n at deer. Zech .4.1 o. That run to and fro thorow the whole earth, caufing that none (hall 

have caufe to defpife the day of final! things,, (Gods jewels are liede in bulk, great in 
worth) for as fmall as they are they (hall fee the plummet in the hand of Ze- 
rubb bd with, or by thofe feven. And the eyes of the Lord, faith another Pro¬ 
phet, run to and fro thorow the earth, to behold the evil and the good, and not 
fo only, but to fhew himfelf ftrong in the behalf of them, whofe heart is perfeft to¬ 
ward him, and to give them an expefted end. And this reafotMac fecrctly couched 
in that claufe of our text.7 'here was a booJ^of remembrance wrii^b before him• Eft 
aChroBji<.9 mt em hie liberprovidentia , (faith ‘Polantu) this is the book of Gods providence, 
jer.29. 1 1 therein as all our members are written, which in continuance of time were fafhioned , 

_ . (hadhcJeft out an eye in his common-place book thou hadft wanted it)fo are 

Vhliw.16. a11 our f crvices , that they may be recorapenfed, yea and all our fufferings too that 

they may be remedied and revenged, when the time of refrcfhing (hall come from 
Aft.3.19. the prefence of the Lord. Those ttlleft my wandrings , faith David, put than my tears 
into thy bottle, are they not in thy book} And thcrc-hencc he rightly concludes the 
PCU6B P°' nc * n hand,wr. 9. Then fhall mine enemies turn backjn the day that 1 call : this I 
3,5 * ,9 ‘ know that God will be for me , or chat God will be mine as the fame phrafe is rende¬ 
red in this text. - 


Sect. II. 


Reafon 2. From Gods power . 

N Ext there is an almighty power in God (called therefore Lord of Hofts in 
the text) exerted and exercifcd for the relief and refeue of his poor people 
trampled on by thofe fatbulsof Bafan with the foulcfeet of contempt and cru¬ 
elty.- whereby hetaketh courfc that they be not over-trod, or too long held un¬ 
der by the infolcncies and infultations of their.enemics. But when they (hall f«em 
to themfelves and others utterly forlorn, and undone, fa that falvation it felfe can¬ 
not favc them, (which was good Davids cafe Pfal. 3.2.) then (hall the Lord be a 
(hield for them, their glory, their ftrong tower, and the lifter up of their head. 
Ver.^. And this he (hall do with agreat deal of eafe and expedition, as being 
Lord of Hofts, that is, of all creatures, by the hands of whom he (hall fend from 
heaven, and fave them from the reproach of him that would [wallow thermup. Selab, 
God fhallfend forth his mercy- and his truth. ‘Pfal. $7.3. 
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Sect. hi. 

Rea/on 3. from Gods Truth. 

A Nd that palfage points us to two other reafons for the point; God will fend 
forth his mercy and truth. 

And firft his truthI raeanc his faithfulnefle, intimated alfo in thefe words 
of onr texC. Saith the Lord of Hofts: . Thefe things faith he that is faithfull 
and true, they fliall be mine in the day &c. I will have a time to makeup mv 
Jewels in much mercy. No w hath God faid it, and (hall he not accomplifh it ? 

Is not his decree his facere? (hall he not fulfill with his hand, what he hath 
promifed with his mouth ? God is not as man that be fhould lye*: neither is he 
unconftant as ocher friends, that he fhould change -• no, nor yet unmindfolt that 
he fliould forget; leaftt of all is he unfaithfulf that he fhould falfi^“ S&T 
faithfull, who VetH not fujfcr you to be tempted above that you are able &c. 1 Cor Mal.$.tf 
10. He will give patience under the temptation,. a good ufe of it, and a eood 
iflue from out of it, in the belt time. * 

Sect. iiii. 

Reafon the 4. from Gods goodneffe. 

B Ut befides; God will fend forth his mercy , as well as his truth, for the 
.alvation of hi# people. This mercy moved him at firft: , to make a (ure 
covenant with them, and to marke them out for his own, and doth ftiH to 
(hew himfelfe ( as he did oft for Mofcs ) feafonably and fwcetly for their 
lupport and luccour. For they fhall be mine faith the Lord of Hofts &c. 

So they were ever, may fome fay. 

Yea, but then they (hall be mighty and mercifully declared to be the cbil- Sol! « 
dren of God, by a kinde of reiurreiftion from the dead, as the Apoftle 
fpeaketh of the head, andit holds as true of the members. Rom. 1. 2. Thus 
God left his people in Egypt, and afterwards in in Babylon till their civill eftata 
was dead and buried, as it were. As after the captivitie, thefe good foules in 
our text, feemed fo far given up and caft off by God , a§ if he had had no fur¬ 
ther care of them, or part in them. But they fhall be mine faith the Lord of 
Hofts in the day &c. That is, the time is at hand, when it fhall well ap- 
pcareby my mercies to the one, and judgments on the other, who are mine 
who not, which are pcarlcs,which are pibbles, which precious Jewels which re* 
probate filver, which are fons, which baftards; thoagh all things no’w feeme to 
tend to a confufion, and no fuch difference be yet difeerned and acknowledged 
And the fooner fhall this day come, becaufe the proud adverfary lookes upoa 
my people as outcafts, my fervants as ab jefts, my children as fatherleffe. For 
in thee the fatherlcffe findeth mercy. Hof 14.3. And, becaufe they called thee 
an out caft, faying. This u Sion , whom no man fee kes after , therefore l will heal 
thee of thy ^unds Uc fer. 30. 17. The righteous (hall f ce this and rejoyce- 
but all miquicie fhall flop her mouth.Whofo is wife, and will obferve thefe things ’ 
fcven he fhall underftand that it is ofthe loving kindneffe of the Lord. Pfal. loy.uh: 

# 

Sect. v. 

Reafon 5. from Gods fuftice. 

T ^ ty ' 1 mi S ht eaf,l y C& not unfitly)argue out ofver.i8.of this chapter.from the 
■*—/Jultice of God,tngaged for his opprefled people.For being judge of the whole 

X x x carth,‘ 
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eatth/as Abrtham once urged it for his Nephew Lot .he rnuft needs deal rightcouflv 
between man and man, rendring co every one according to his works. Now who 
fecth not for prefent that dayly verified, that above was wickedly objefted Be¬ 
hold we call the proud happy , yea they that work wickedneffe are fet up&c 
l S- when godly men, o'tocher fide , are ufually held under hatches, being 
deihtuce, afflifted, tormented, even fuch of Gods worthies as the world is not 
worthy of, yet fuch unworthy ufage they moftly meet withall. Now that Gods 
Juftice may be cleared and every mouth flopped, what more requifite then that 
God fhould fet forth a fit time to fet all to rights among the fons of men and to 
reftifie thofe things which even to godly men, other-whiles , feem lefs’cqually 
carried, that Gods dear children being propitioufly pardoned, precioufly eftee- 
med, and gracioufly recompenfed, the wicked may felf-condemned return and^i- 
feern between the righteous and themfelves , between him that ferveth God and 
him that ferveth him not. It is even a righteous thing with God to render 
tributional co them that trouble you, but to you who are troubled reft with us ( if 
not before, yet certainly ) when the Lord jefus fliall be revealed from heaven with 
his mighty Angels. &c. 2 Thef t. < 5 ,7. 

Sect. vi. 


Reafons from the Saints themfelves. 


Subperfecutio- 
mAriana Ba- 
fitto Magno iff a 
aliquando in - 
jtfla eff cogita- 
tio:An Ecclefi¬ 
at fuas prorfus 
deretiquil Do - 
minus ? an no- 
viffitM bora 

eft! 

Pfal.34.19,21 


Prov.io. 

Prov.i4.a5 


Jcr. 29.10,11 


O Econdly from God , turne your eyes to the people of God, and fo they come 
L/herc commended and deferibed unto us 1. by their near relation to God they 
are his, his Jewels, his fons, his fervants, his fcrviccable fons, bis righteous 
lervants, and can fuch be alwayes unremembred ? So fomc has* feared , but time 
1 hath confuted them. 2. By their rare qualifications. 

For r.habituaHy they are men fearing God, religious and godly perfons, and 
therefore-heir.es of the promifes of good things for both lives 1 Tim. 4 8 And 
' f ° r cvil * s bc they never fo many or great, he that feareth God M come forth of 
them ad, JEcclef. 7. 18. Many faith David the father, are the troubles of the 
righteous, but the Lord delivcreth him out of them all: but one akittion flaveth 
the wicked , bccaufc his fhadow is departed from him. And of the fame minde 
■ is Solomon hisfon. Though the righteous man fall levcn times into miferv,vet 
he hath time to rife agaur.buc the wicked at one evill fall downright' Prov . 24.16. 

2. They actually exprclle this holy habit of* Gods true fear in their hearts.i by 
fetting their thoughts awork, to chew upon Gods holy name, and to roll it as 
lugar under their tongues, that thence (as Sampfons out of hi* hony-comb) they 
might fuck out ftrong confolations. For the Name of the Lord is a ftrong tower • 
the righteous run to it and are life. And , In the fear of the Lord is firona confi¬ 
dence, and his children have a place of refuge. Nowfhall the (aims think upon 
Gods name, and he not think upon their needs? Yea, / k»ow the thoughts that 
Itmnktoward you, faith the Lord, thoughts of peace , and not of evill and ad to 
, give you an expelled end. For after 70. yeers be accomplished at Babylon 
Uoe they mult-have their time of fuflfering, as he hath his of laving) I will 
vifit you , and performe my good word toward you, to caufeyou to returhe 
to this place. 2. By fetting their tongues a work to vent thofe holy 
thoughts of theirs as opportunity was offered i And firflfor the vindicating of 
Gods glory fo muchoppofed and obfeured by thofe above-faid Belialifts moved 
with a great zeal for the Lord of holts, H Elias once was againft the pleaders for 
haah fervice, and faying ( as fome will have this text to be read ) Verily the Lord 
( whom you blafphemoufly charge with deep ofcitancy or foul iniquity ) doth 
harken andhear both your dcteftable contumelies, and his peoples pbus perfor¬ 
mances and there is a book, of remembrance written before him&c. Next, they 
fpake often one to another, as often as they met and might, formutuall help and 
incouragement: ftirringnp themfelves among themfelves to take better hold of 
God; and not, by a lhamefull recidivation or comporting with the times, to loft 

thofe 
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thofe things that they had wrought , but that they might receive a full reward. Thus a/oh. 
were thofe ancient Chriftians occupied both within dorcs and without, at home 
in their own hearts and houfes, and abroad alfo among their foes on the one hand, 
and their friends on the other: and what their praflife was then is ftili the guife of 
godly perfons. Now Ihould God in the mean-while be unrighteous to forget 
their work, and labour oflovc , that they have Ihewed toward his Name, which Hebtfio 
they have ftoutly vindicated, and toward his faints to whofe fouls they have 
miniftred, and do minifter by wholforae admonition, and Chriftian inccu- 
ragement ? 

Sect, v i i. 

JVhen God will make up his Jewels. 

B Ut what is that time, and when is that day, that the Lord mill make op his Queft. 
Jewels, and Ihew himfeh propitious co his afflidled people ? 

1. Generally and indefinitely , at any time, no one day excepted, or exempted. Anfw 
God judgeththe righteous , and God it angry with the wicked every day. Pfal. 7.11. 
ihus God fudg'd David , that is, he juftjfied him, and avenged hisquaircll 
when he was angry with Nabal the chuile, and after ten dayes ficknefle ftruck N abalpam- 
him with death. iBleJfedbe. the Lord, (faith he upon the news thereof) z/wf f hj Z u *- 
hath judged the caufe of my rebuke at the hand of Nabal, and fo hath cleered his 1 Sam.25.20 
own glory, and mine integrity. There is no time wherein the righteous mav 
nut rcjoycc when he fet h the vengeance , and wafb his feet in the blood of the wick- Pfal <8.0 11 
ed : ! hat he lhall be able to lay , Vzrily there is a reward for the righteous, Verily 

He is a G^a tbatfudgctb in the earth . * J 

Particulaily, anfffor inftance, there are three more fpeciall dayes of deliverance 

to the people of God. 

Fuit inan exigence and utmoftdiftrelic, when they know not what to do 
With jehofapbat , nor whither to turn them with David : when they areata Chndu f lice ^ 
d- ad lifc with Jonah , arid attheir wits end with the children of Ifrael under the vJkMe 
Egy pnan bondage, and at the red lea; when the children arc come to the birth Capi* 0 J 
and there is not ftrengi h to bring forth, as in Hezekiab’s dayes. Senacherib had 

already in his hopes and conceit lwallowed up the city, and was fetching his dead- Omnibus %d*- 
ly blow at all the people of God, as if they had all had but one neck : when God P'wahacft 
put a hook into the noftrills of chat great Leviathan, and turned him back • vea TT }H&ulMn 
fret forth an Angel that deflroyed his army , to the te.tour of other nations.' God 
dl'gh^to bring his people to the mounc with Mrabam , yea to the very brow of nfciiii,. 
the hill (as the Nazarcnes brought our Saviour Luk. 4. ) till their feet flip and Bucto/ * 
then delivers them. In the Mount will the Lord befeen for the favine of his If a S l atUs Sena ' 
«c, from the fatal! ftrokei of his JW fromi the deftroying fword, of hi. Dum t U ‘Luff"if. 
from tbe lions gnpe, of his whole Churchfrom Hamans plots and Papifts conlpi- "dot lib 2. 
raues* When Saul had hummed David in on every fide to take him there came M ™ ^ 
a melTengcr ( in the nick ) to SauL faying , Haft thee and come, for the Philiftines V 
have invaded the land. When Senacherib had taken all the .defenced cities of Ju- ,? a « „ 

dah, and was advancing toward Jerufalcm, God lent a blaft upon him , and made E<ay ,7.7,9 
him hear a rumour chat Tirhakah King of Ethiopia was come forth to make warr Canesl mg*ni 
with him, When Char Its the fifth was muftering his forces to root out the * ct,a L ** ari - 
Lutheran herefy out of Germany, he was called off by God to fight with the SSf 
Turk who at that very time.made an ijruption into Hungary, and the cofine 

countries. ^ .Annul. 

„ S«°ndly, in a common calamity , in an overflowing fcourge, a fweepinc 
Ihowre that cakes all afore it. Such as was chat horrible deviation and deftrudi- 
cnof Jeruialern firfthy Nebuchadne^ar , when God manifeftly made up his 
Jewels , gracioufly provided for his ler e mies, Baruchs , Ebedmelechs, Gedaliahs 
whofe father Ahtkam had formerly freed therprophet Ieremy. out of danger chap. 

3 9 * 24. and 48. y. and 26.24. As for thole faithfull ones that went into captivity, 

X xx 2 Goff 
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God had for their fakes fent the good figs ( Daniel with his three fellowesand o- 
Jer.a.4; t hers ) before them in a former captivity under ftconiah , as fo many fofephs to pro¬ 
vide for them in a farre-countrey. Next, when the Gity was razed, and harafed 
by the Romans: which calamity feems to be here principally and particularly poin¬ 
ted ar, as appeareth by the firft, fecond,and third verfes of the fourth Chapter 
Repetiteorum- For behold, the day cometh that Jh all burn lily an oven , and all the frond and all 
heiehZcT lh f d ° *\ ick £{ l J ( which tbofe blafphemcrs above had pronounced happy, and high 
Calvin. * above others) jball be ftubble, and the day that comtth fkalj burne them up. faith 
the Lord of Hoffs, that it Jball leave them neither root nor branchy that is neither 
fonne > nor nephew, as ..the Chaldee ParaphraR, and after him Kimchi expounds it. 
This was literally and punftually fulfilled upon the unbelecving Jews, thirty eight 
1 Thtf. 2.1$, Veers after our Saviours Refurreftiori. Who forafmuch as they would not know 
at the ieaR in that their day', the things that belong'd to their peace: but both kil 
Qnodvis ver- led the Lord Jefus, and their own Prophets and Apoitles, being difpleafing to God 
nSIS' and , thmn t , oaU B, ' n » fo “P themeaforc of then-linnes, therefore came 

in In,-. ' vvra£ b upon them to the utrnoft. Luc what will God do for bis Jewels in this com- 

j-fob dehell, mon combuRion, in this utter defolation, and diffolution of the Jfewifh Nation? 
Jud hb 6.c 4. Sec what follows .• But unto you that fear my Name ( the proper badge and cha- 
Cr 7 * f after of a true Chriftian ) JbaUthe Sun of rightcoufnejfe anfe with hewing in his 

wings, ( It is fair weather with Gods children moftly, when it is fouleft with the 
wicked : At once the fire falls upon Sodom,and the Sunnc rifeth upon Zoar: Abra¬ 
ham Rands upon the hill, and feesrhe cities burning) and ye Jlsall go forth (f c . to 
P< 7 /<»,and other hiding places provided for you,and therc)fbdiyeffow up as calves of 
the Jtatt. And ye Jbull tread down the Wicked : for they Jball be afhes (in refe¬ 
rence to the burning oven above-mentioned ) under the foies of your feet, in the 
day that I Jh all do this, (that is, in the day when ] thus make up my Jewels ) faith 
the Lord of Hofis. W 7 hich fecond and third verfes of the fourth Chapter ( for the 
firft verfe depends on Chap. 3. 18. and explains it) as they contain a juft Com¬ 
ment upon my Text, fo do they acquaint us with diverfe precious pledges and 
pnvi edges, whereby God will feal up his deareft love to hi* molt eftcemed 
Jewels, in moftafflifted times of common calamicie. 

1 hefe are, -1. Light, (that is joy ) by the arifing of the Sunnc of righteouf- 
nelTe upon them. See Eftker 8. 16. 2. Health to their fouls, and healing to 

the r Race : for this Sunne [hall arife with healing under hts wings, that is in his 
beams. See Pftl. 60. x,z. with xChron. 7. 14. 3. Liberty, for ye Jball gee 

Calvin, . fort h }° L W,C ’ ? ut . of tbe ? rait P rifon > £ bc little-cafe of Affliftion, and groWup, 

, ? r . frisk a bout for joy ( fo fome render it) 4/ fat calves , and young cattle in ihe 
fpnng. 4. Profperity, ye Jball grow up, as the Palme tree, notwh.hfianding 
fni VotlSdi. V our <■ ppreffions: ye (hall breakout, and get up, as blown bladders aloft aii wa- 
tnr,imbue dt- £ers » asthc Sunne from under a cloud, as the feed from under a clod. 5. Viftory: 
viditorquide , J° r J e frail tread doWn the wicked, and they Jball be as afbes under the jales of your 
crft > rode over your bead*, and made youpaffc tl.orow fire and wa^ 
ter.P/W.66 I2 But when lhall all this be ? In ,kldnf thn, l finil d. 

Woovtr. ■ the Lord > 1 - d ' N° c fo loon as your felves would, for then it Riould be prefently 
you would be pulling at the fruit afore it were ripe, and plucking off the plaifter 
Hoceffetpoma afore the fore were healed) nor fo long hence as the enemies would, for then it 

Tcermecst, ? 2 be ncv *f > b ? C in God L s .S°o d when he fetch fit, who hath kept that 

* C; '*. ke V of times and feafons Under hisown girdle. Notfeldome, in this life - as when 
Conjt.inttne Overcame, and trampled upon Diode fan, Maximian, Maxentius Li - 
Prdv 14.10 C lT S * ? ndot 5 er Pouting Tyrants, according to that of Solomon. The evil bow 
4 9 before the good, and the wtckfd at the gates of the righteous. J 

But moR certainly at the day of judgement, (which is the third particular day of 
deliverance wchave to fpeak to ) called, that day ,. by an appellative proper. Then, 
Vatdb . Godwi u “ a **JP bis jewels in much mercy, ( and of this laft day, thtf 

V«M., tnoft 1 interpret: it) then will he both bring Ugh, ,h, hidden thing, of dnrkncf. and. 

oLliher, <fy c . a "} *7°le bidden ones of his,chat are all glorious within,though for theoutfide mean 
l’fal.83.3 and de-picable • together with all their fecret fervices,and mental performanccs,cven 
the conn els of thetr hearts {ball be made manifest j and then Jball everl man have 
' praije of God , 1 Cor.4.5. That is, every jewel, every Jew inwardly , every Ifraelite 

indeed 
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evidences of that effeftual faith of theirs wherhv^I ° n f y P roduced * s proofsand 
tuer and further/»/ a the kingdom of God\ “trancefur- 

Sect, vm, 

Comfort underpnblU-e Calamities. 

in this text chiefi°y dnvesTtTs po, " c> and tIlat which the hofv Gh fh 

and’/ C i y,nS) dnv ' 2 wich fo^do.vn WJt h \ e r *v that a0W reve>J in her ru- 

mifery, as being long o7the t4°c fhe wa^fn 

home fay, Jhis/j the time ofj’cobstr^l,/ U£es ^ grievances they groan under sc mvem - 

h™, faith the Pralmiil.for’lSthSaThisd 5 tMth ' The Lord ^htughat 
thereupon afterwards he inferred . 1 di ? is c °ming ^.37.12 S A n l 

Sodder^^T 03 ° r middIc be nevWfo^troubS hC ) rn ? n ’ and be boId the juR foj 

ass? 

25 «<-r 

i C rL d f "Z aS '-~„ gini toSnehtf^ "*/***' then ihall aid 

tCL r 'idST"a^n 1 ^ heZi/aifofo^L'o'mgre” 0l) . V v ' 

Xsx: . . 2Cor,4rf 

J All 
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— --a 11 r(nr u^Thavelierc to do is to leave the labouring Church in Gods cverlaft- 

Sr^^c? ... as Mofcs fpeakech, crying out unto him day and night; How long Lord, 

U- $ and true, doelt thou not judge,and avenge om blood on them that dwel on 

the earth?l orS Jbowlong (hal the wicked, how long feall the wicked triumph ? How 
f nuwi tan - • - , ’ c haV c mercy on lerufalem, and the cities ofludab, againft which 

t^'Tha- S haft had indignation Jfe tbreefcore years; Thou (halt .rife anc[have mer- 
non Sion for the time to favour her, yea the fet time is come PpZ.102.13.(The 
nehcofche rubbiih moved affeftions ofprayer, hence they knew the fet time of 
"JilMAdm help was at hand.as when we bid our children ask us any thing, it« becaufe that we 
> 8 so mean to g.ve it them)the harveft is paft,.he Cummer ,s ended.and we arenot fayed. 
Wn. Return OLord, how long? and let it repent thee concerning thy fervants. O fatif- 

5 - fi us ear | V w i t h thy mercy, that we may rejoyce and-be glad all our dayes. 

mAy,i ' make us glad according to the dayes wherein thou haft affl.fted us, and the yeer. 

wherein we have (een evil Stc.This was the courfc that Darnel took in like cafe when 

he underftood by books the number of the yeers, that the fet and appointed time 
was now paft, he fet his facebyearncft prayer, to feck out that G»d that htdeth 
himfelf’ and fo to draw him out of his place, to punifh the inhabitants ot the 
earth for their cruelty, and to plead the caufe of hisoppreffed people.//*,. 26.21. 
A time there is fee we all know,for the fall of Antichnft. This cannot be far by all 
RMM in liM- ^ tokens well nigh fulfilled and accomphfhed.And for the elefts fake (hould 

tent ttriit J befhortned, would they but cry day and mghi:to him that heart,I, 

C°,"m,& prayer,, though he bear long with them, l tell you that he would avenge them fpee- 

rnJIdfa* P i 1 And that be doth itnofooner, may wenot thank ourown dulneffe and 
ej If* caput. n ac j ine ffe to plv the the throne of grace with faithful and fervent prayer. For when 
Luk.i 8 . 7 ,p the fon of man cometh (todeftroy chat wicked.one, with Ae brightnefle of his 
coming) Shall he fad* faith upon earth} fuch a vigorous and vidonous faith as would 
,ThCCt- make Gods remembrancers pray and faint nor (which isthe drift of that parable 
of the importunate widow ) to make mention of the Lord , and to give him 
noreft till be eftablilb, and make his Jerufalcm a praife m the earth Jfatah 
6z. 6 t 

Sect. IX. 

Comfort under perfond crojfes and grievances. 


t 3 <m ? 3 v x. T Ext.here’s a word of comfort and encouragement to each particular Chriftian 
fxin^v as couching his perfonal crofles and encombrances whatfoever. Let none faint 

Z T ftcink under the heavieft burden of their light affliftion,fith it is but for a mo- 
ment, as Paul hath it; for afewdayes onely. while you would fay what s this> 
AtSmaf.atitd k computed it : Mourning lafteth but rill morning, faith iW, for A 

SmatMfi. J little while faith E/*y, for a final pittance of time faith the Author to the 
f. fa Hebrews after fU«,and then he that (hal come, wiU come and will not tarry. 

mti Behold I come quickly, faithChrift, and my reward iswith.me. But what (hall 
Heb.io.Hab.2 „ e g 0 in die mean while? Feed on faith, faith Davtd, The juft (hall live by; faith, 
faith Hakacac ; yea, and make a good living of it too-For i.Itwiilrem him in tto 
S 5 , 7 - he (ballnoc run froril his colours, foriakehis captain to feek for help of the God 
SeM0.,8. Of Ekron, to bring itin by the back-door, that he (hall not make more haft out of 
hiS( prefent prefures then good fpeed, according to that, He that heleevethtM 
A military u^knot haft,he can be concent to wait Gods leifure, and not to anticipate his time. 

MicTwho 2. Faith again fetcheth comfort and fupport, as the merchants (hip doth treafure 

“fie aid from afar - it makes a man look thorough the prefent durance to the fcn»e 
leave their vcra nce, which faith/aWi afar ejf, and reftetb as confident of the accompldh 

ftandiag. ment of Gods promife by hope,asif itwere alreadym hand. Faith taketh, an 

Prov.51. "dividuateth the promife, applies and appropriates that to it felf. He ftiall d 
SSSfe vert“ mooses, yea’in P ?even the^ fall no evil touch thee.No^/ 
evil as T rrtullian^ termeth it (hall touch thee, taOt, ateahtaavc, as Cajetaa bath 
it, with a deadly touch . Touch thee it may to thy finatt, but not at all to M? 


ftandiag. 
Prov.51. . 

d<patt'ral[xi- 
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lnte^p»»S^S^-a 

know that I am the Lord. Now all thefe and the^U yOUr ^ ginnin 8 s and V c M Ezck< ^- 11 
fent pay, counts them furc . hoId? an d fo faith ^e s for pre- 

Faith puts a mans head into heaven; gives him ™ * n » d the / uftfa y 3 . 

fcL hltn , aSlt i r C into the u PP er 4ion above ah ft ^ G ° d in 
“mg and walking with him that ic 11 ftorme *, as Henoch: who 

Was taken up. Sere below £ manACs’oTU* k £ n ^ brfore ^ 
&tb’/? ere,Sac 2 atinuallferenit f- Now the wav o7 tbi 1 " u bm above with 

fesatsffVftea 

tis Jewels then in the golden cabinet of his a ' Ut ubla ^ r ® 0< * doth either hide 
not be much the worr! forft thed'^lf^T P^idence, that they S 

he will be a little fanftuary unto thlm there 55 V Daniel , and others, 

25fOHfhcauim toh^ertfc^ ofa!Ioth « 

ipirit. if he free them not from the cnmmln fa / 8 lve them an higher 
common difrradtion. If they refift nnro hlo 1 deftru<ft,on ^y e t certainly from the 
the midft of death, they ftiall Lf , 0tJ ’ y ca unco lolf: of life Y! 

dye in the Lord ( cfpeciauj, if wfthaSXv dvefo^T r^a ble,red are *ey that 
from their labours; reft in their bpd l ^ the Lord ) for th^v fhall r.ft 

remaineth then a refl unto the Deon^lfr^ piking in his ftprigktnejfe. There Era y-$M 
nrk»? CSn ?evening,or^ndjor^oileof travch* ^ 

P ehends and accomplifoes all the Sabharhc f ^ lat S reat Sabb a th-day thatcom- 
weekly Sabnaths , whereintheyreftedfrom ^ a Thefe wic firft c he 
the feven-ycares.fabbath: for cver^ Iabo ^s. Secondly 

lage and manuring. Thirdly the fifr venth y'l^he ground alfo refted frora tH** 

"f c g 

the creatures ( which now lye bed ridden 8 P e ®P^le at reft from their labours and 

Si 

hand en ieafed rCd D Wh ? re che y Aall be ponbifrd oUlUhe^f ^ forfeited ) toall u &i Vult\ 

nil • L h 0Ut necks ’ lookup, lone afternn^ 1 ” a ^he fervants of God, who onc ™°f* 
sngall with one mindc, and wkh onf 4t ’ and cven haften that happy dav cru tu, £ ft » «*- 

SECT. 




Efay 38.13 


1 Sam.27.1 
Gen.2S.32 

1 Sam.27.1 
rfal.nrf.il 


Lam. 3.18,1 
Lam.4.22 
J'/dei mrus 
tentationem 
trrieie,duriuf 
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Sect* x. 

Reproof of forVrardnejfe andfaintheartcdnejfe in affliction. 

S Econdlv will the Lord indeed findc a fet time to free his poor people of 
all their forrowes and Ibffcrings ? this then ferves foarply to reprove 
that impaticncy and fhortnefle ot fpirit found in not a few of God.. deareft 
Tewels who bccaufc they arc vilipended , and undervalued by the blind world, 
who know not the price of a heavenly Jewel,and for thatthey are. trade under foot 
for atimebv thefelwine, and flurried with the mire of their contempt and cruelty, 

arc drawn thereupon one while to fret, and another vvhile to faint; begin to be 
out of all heart, and hope of a better condition, and to make agamft thcmfelve* 
thefe or thelike defperaccconclufions ; Surely I fhall never wmdc out of thefe dif- 
craccs and diftreftes, I fall go [oft ly all my yeers in the bitternefflt of myfoul: My 
ftatc is paft recovery , I never look to fee joy lull day more, Abraham had a fpice 
ofthis difeale, when he could enjoy nothing, bccaufe he wanted one thing. Gen. 

.. j ^ But Jacob was farr over-gone with it, when ( together with his wile 
Rachel) he refufed to be comforted , and would needs go down into the grave unto 
his (on lofcph mourning, as if all his merry dayes were part. So the children of 
Jacob in Egypt, that could not take comfort in the fweet words of Mo es and 
Aaron for the greatnclfe of their opprdTions: The care that tryeth words as tne 
month doth meat , was fo imbittered with their extreme bondage that they could 
not rclilh any thing , nor tall how good and fweet the_ Lord was. This was lobs 
fault when he curled his day, and the ccnfolations ofGod were fmall unto him. 
Elias alfo wilht himfclf dead in a palfion , and will not that he was to be carried 
np ere long in a fiery charrct. And what can we fay tor David when he repent¬ 
ed him of his repentance Vfal. 73. 13. and another time faid, Ilhall furelyfall 
one day by the hand of this fame Saul , noewithftanding Gods promife tomeot 
the kinedome. Were it not better for me to favc one , ( Behold , l fm going to 
dye and what profit fall this birth-right do tome ?) andtolhiftformy felf by flying 
■ to the PhiliHines, then by’biding longer here to hazard my life upon the hopes of 
akinadomc, being a mere uncertainty , fith all men are liars , not the Prophets 
themfelvcs cxcepccd. Thus he in haft. Andthus the whole Church upatras 
little good advice. Lorn. 3. :8, 19. IH r nyprength tnimy ho f c Ur n^ 
ed from the Lord : Remembring mine affliction , and my mtferj , the wormwood and 
,/' // This made her delpcrately conclude the book: But thou haft utterly re- 

ieltedus, thouart very Wroth agninftus. Andthc very truth is the b eft faith, 
'* lone tried will fomething flag and hang the wing. The bell minds when troubled 
vceldinconfideratc motions, as water that is violently fttrrcd fends up bubbles. 
* . ,0- naani faith One, quod non qucatmmui. But, forthis we 


lentanonem vcc ldinconlidcratc motions, as water uui »» ry - 

arjetejHTWs 3 „ . ^ ■ faith One, quod non queat minus. But, for this we 

muft take ip our fclvel roundly , and chide our hearts out of thdc d.llctnpers 
cujfM.fatili wit h w hy art thou call down.O my loul, and why art thou difquteted within me? 
nai.rcM.rai- whv doeft tret > Why doeft faint ? Hope in God •• for I lhall yetprailehim &c. 
SSa f Should I conclude that it will never be better with me, cither I ftiould 
nZ/H/Ji- deny that I am Gods child, and one of his Jewels, which were to bcly -ny 
tur. Bucholc. f c ft a „d deny the work of Gods grace in my foul.- or bafely and blalphc 
pfal.43.7 . mouflyto joync with thofe rankc Athcifts above-mentioned, that charge him 
with hecdkliies and improvidence, as one that laid his Jewels at his heels, an 
• cared not what became of them. Which were to fet my mouth agamft hea¬ 
ven and like a breathing-devill to bcly the* Almighty, whofe fecret h upon my 
tabernacle , lob 29. 4. that is, his fccret and Angular providence, who ordereth 
mv down-fitting, and mineuprifing Vfal. 139- 2, who cuttcth out my whole 
... conditioned not only keepeth my bones, not one of them is broken,but numbretU 
all my luircs.not one of them is milling. Things are therefore numbred, that none 
of them may be dimintfhed. Lo, the hairs of our heads are numbred (as thethree 


Tb^fRightmimmsS^mpenbev -gpi 

childrens were in the Babylonifh furnace ) not one of them can fall to the ground " ~ ^ 

Without your heavenly father. And ifnot a hair much Jefs the head it felf- Zion Mat 10 29 
may fay, The Lord hath forfaken me , find my Loed:,hatb forgotten me. But that 
was but her miftake, and milprifion of the matter. For the Lord will not utter- E&y 49.14 
ly caftoffhis people, nor forfake his inheritance for ever. For a fmall moment pfal ^ 4 .i 4 
he may forfake them (to their thinking )buc with great mercy will he gather them: 

In a little wrath, he may hide his face from-them, for a moment .• but with ever- 5 ? y S4 * 7 ’ 8 
lafting kindnetle will he have mercy on them. He Will not contend for ever nor Efay 57 16 
be alwayes wroth, for the fpirit Ihould fatle before him. When the childe fwouns 
in the whipping, Godlccs fall the rod, and falls* killing it, to fetch life intoic 
again. In fome difeafes blood muft be let ufqtm ad delirium, till the patient faint 
again: Yet it is* rulein Phylick ft.ll to maintaip nature .• fo doth God uphold the 
fpirics of his children by cordials of confolation in their deepeft afflidion. This we 
ihouldnevcr doubt of, but conftantly fhameandfhentourfelvesin Gods prefcncc 
for our forwardnclfe and fainthcartedneffe. 


5 E C T. x i. 


Exhortation to diligence in duty. 

T He laft ufc we inall put this point to, for prefent,’ u.ati Exhortation to a dou¬ 
ble duty i. Diligence in doing Gods will. 2. Patience in fufteriog it. 

For the firft: It's encouragement enough to foew all good Conftience and fi- 
dejity in our genera!} and particular callings, to tonfider that fooner or later God 
wAl not fail to requite our bbour ol love even to a cup of cold water ora 
° f breads upon the waters , andfocaft away , (as a man would think; but 
aft er many dayes thou f halt fade it. Give a portion to feven and alfo to eight: for 
he inatgiveth to thepoorlcndcthto the Lord, and that which he giveth will he 
pay him again. Not down upon the naile, it may be, but he is a fore and a liberall 
pay matter, he gives doublemtcrcft, nay a hundredfold here (as Ifaac hadahun- 

d A d ) 'ln Creafe °u che 1 fc . e J d hc fowcd in lhe land of Canaan ) and etemail life here - 
after, w hen we have laid our gram in the ground, we look not to fee it the fame 
day in the barne or garner ( as he Faith of the Hyperborean people farr North that 
th:y fo W fhordy after fun-rifing, and reap before iun-fet; for with them the 
w hole balf-ycer is but one contmuall day ) but we arc content to wait for a crop till 
A e iTn OUt ’ Ilv lPS i,a hope mean-while, add therewith fuftainingour 
lelve*. And lhall wc not /hew like parience in waiting Gods good Icifure with- 

fnrr v n? oh. mily£d 0r . d '?’ art / neJ . tho “g h "O' presently required ? light is fowen 
for the righteous, tnd joy for,he upright in heart. Lo it is but feed-time with 
the faints, while here, and that’s commonly a wet time and dropping. But 
they that few in tears lhall reape in Joy. He that goeth forth , and weepeth 
ftMve S sw'th°him. Cdi fl,alldoubt,eireco ‘ nea e»>nwith rejoycing, bringing his 
Ey, but when? ! 

Behold I come quickly , and my reward is with me , to give unto every man accor 1 

Saw V t*A 7 W V ‘ d f T ed h “ time ’ and “ entr ' d int0 h “ mafters Joy. ; 
[f? dld “P l»s work , and ts gone to take np bis wages. St. Pa.l fin,ft- r 

ed h s courfe, and hath received his crown. Wherefore let us not be weary of < 
Welldoing: for in due feafonu/e fKalUnr^li, if.... r.: __ . ^ 1 


Eccles.n.f 

Prov.19.17 


Htrtfbach: it 
renfiha. 
Spe/alh api- 
colas: fptt fit. 
cis credit era. 
tisSembuty qua 
magno fixture 
rtddjt agrr. 
TtbulL 


•» i) j • • r-t a.. a u. vwu. w nercrore let us not be wearv or 

r!L d ™ n S ; for in due feafon we lhall (urely reap, ilwe faint not. Yea, be ye 

«vekmwrh”l 10 ’" ?: ‘?l’ a,wa y <:s . al: ’ onndin K i in the work of the.Lord: forasmuch 
a* ye know that your labour is not ra vain in the Lord. 


Pi * 1 . 125 . 5 -r 
Ob. 

SoL 

Rcv.aa.ta 
Ad. 13.35 
Ad.13.25 
?Tim. 4 . 7 ,t. 
Gal ,6.f v 



891 77 >e Righteous mans Recompence. 


Sect. XII* 


Exhortation to patience in mifer). 


N 


Pfal.ioi. 2 


Efay 54-1 

Canc.8 


jam. 5-7 


Vcrfe 2 
Fhilip- 4-5 
2 Sam. 1 6 .1 a 
Gen. IS. i £ 


Jam.1.12 
2 Cnr.417 
rmpj.vTi^ 

%\et<pf>ov, ab 

\Xttjp .SK *4 

levitate <fcr 
agilitate cer- 
Vfium nomen 
Jbaifr.CAjmnz^ 
Leveptndere ' 
at > luma Cor¬ 
nel. a Lapide. 
Hcb.S.8 
Luke 17 
Pftl.27.14 
Ecdef.3.1,11 
Dcuc.j 


Ext let this DoCtrine of Gods day of delivering, and doing good to his peo¬ 
ple, patient our hearts, and quietly compofe our fpirits in an humble fubmifli- 
on to Gods holy hand, and a hopefull expectation of. the day of grace, walking and 
watting in the midfi of oar houfes till he come ante tu. Jt is but a little while that we 
have to wait: that he futures us yet, and comes no fooncr, it is for the more effe- 
Ctuall triallof our faith and patience, and for the better exercife of our hope and 
prayertulneffe. When that’s once done. He will fend his Mandamus ( as Pfal. 44. 
4. ) by lome fwift Gabriel, who brought an anfwerto Daniels, prayers, withVeeari- 
nejfe of flight , Dan. 9. 21. Yea he himfelf will breaks the heavens and came riottw, 
he will come riding upon the wings of the wind, he will come leaping as a hind 
over the mountains of Bether (all Jets and impediments ) to our relief andreleafe. 
In the Courts of Princes there is , delayes, and difeardings. But 

God is quick to help, and conftant in his care, even when he leems to caft off : hee 
hates purnng avtay, whatever he makes (hew of . Be patient therefore, brethren, 
unto the coming ot the Lord, faith St. James : and fweeten your prefent tears, 
(yea though God fhould make you a diet-drink of them ) with the hope of future 
comforts. Look upon the husband-man, faith he, who, although his barn bee 
empty, and his feed caft into the earth, not yet appearing above ground, yet hee 
waiteth for the crop, and hath long patience for it, untill he receive the former and 
latter rain. And what of all this ? Be ye alio patient therefore, and ftablilh your 
hearts, for the comming of the Lord draweth nigh. And to the fame purpoie St.' 
Vault Let your patient mind be known to all men. Why? the Lord is at hand, to 
right your wrongs, and plead your caufe againft an ungodly Nation. Yea it may 
be God willlook upon Davids affliction the fooner, and do him good the rather, 
for ShtmeSt curling this day. God gives over the wicked many times to exceed 
their coramiilion, that he tnay haften deliverance to his chofen, deftruCtfon to 
their enemies, their Jinnes being once fuff. See for this, Pfal. 119.116. Jcr. 5 i. 33 
34. Zach. I. 15, / am very fore difpleafed with the Heathen , that arc at cafe. For 

/ Vcas but a little difpleafed (withifrael my people) but they helped forward the 
affitStha : that is, they were excefii vely outragious, above that they were bid todo; 

I gave them an inch, they took an ell. Now therefore, left the righteous ( put be¬ 
yond his patience) ftiould reach forth his hand to iniquity, now will I arife, faith 
the Lord, I will fee him in fafety, from him that puffeth at him, Pfal. 12. 5. 
God feeth it but high-time to make usheavie (other-whifrs ) with manifold afflicti¬ 
ons. But blefled is the man that endureth temptation, for after hee hath fuffered 
awhile, he lhal! receive the crown of life. For this light affliction, which is but for 
a moment, worketh for us a farre more exceeding and eternall weight of glory. An 
exceeding, exceflive, eternall weight of glory is wrought outuntousby ourftiorc 
and light afflictions. God will look upon us as thofe that have been judged alrea¬ 
dy, and account the prefent fufferings fufficient unto us, 1 Pet. 4. 13. Good 
therefore is the counfell of our Saviour, who himfelf was pcrfetlcd by fufferings , 
in your patience pefijfe your fouls. And that of the Pfalmift, Wait on the Lord , 
and be of good courage , and he fhall ftrengthen thy heart : ttvifr, / fay , on the Lords. 
He hath appointed a time for all, and every thing is beautifull in its feafon. The 
Ifraelites had their flelh at Even, and bread in the Morning. God will be waited 
on, and give the confummation of hisblefiingsachis leifure. Their journey from 
jEgypt to Canaan, might have been dilpatebt in three dayes, as Philo tells us: but 
God led them up and down the wildernelfe, as if they had been treading a maze, 
and held them fometimes a yeer together in a place, to their grief no doubt, but 
for their good, that He might humble them , and try them , and do them good in their 
later eui . Water was not turned into wine, till the wine failed. Jefepb was 
not fee out of prifon, till the fee time came. The Ifraelites went not out of 

jEgypt, 
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E W t.till the very, lafl- day of the four hundred veers tea. .. 

an end. Smyrna mull: be in prifon ten dayes at Jeaft, that (he may be tried" 
and that the trial of their faith being much more: precious then that of^old’ 
that penfheth, though tried in the fire, migha be found t© praife, honour, and 
glory. 

The day of the churches reftauratiou by Chrift herepromifed was not perfor¬ 
med of 400. yeers after.- yet when thefulnefle of time was come, God fent-his 
fon made of a woman, made under the law &c. Say it had been 4000 years a 
thoufand years is to God but as one day, becaufe in him there is no flux nor 
morion. Our purblinde eyes fee nothing but that which toucheth the lid/as it 
were, when Gods quick fight vieweth that as prefent that is a world off. Bumow 
when all was at worft in Church and common-wealth, and fcarce a Jofcph or a 
Simeon left, that looked for the confolation of lfrael, fcarce a Mary or an Anna 
that waited for falvation in Ierufalem , then came the do fire of allnations • then 
the fun of righteous broke out, with healing under his whings. What (hall I 
lay more ? Chrift himfelf, the foptain of our falvation was fourty dayes, and four¬ 
ty nights tempted by the devil, before the Angels miniftred unto him; his foul was 
heavy unto the death ,ere his heart was glad , and his glory rejoyced. We alfo 
muftfuffer together,, ere we can be glorified together, as two pieces of iron cannot 
be faftned, till both hath palfed the fire. 
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Helps to patient waiting upon God for deliverance. 


vv; 


Hereforelift upthe hands that hang down, and the feeble knees, and Hcb.ia.n. 
for fuport, confider 


Firft, that life it felf, in its full length and latitude, is but (hort: the affliCti* 
ons therefore of life cannot be long. To live, faith one, is but to lie a dying. There 
isa time to be born, arid a time to die, faith the wife-man. He faith not, Thpre. is 
a time to live, for death borders upon life; and a mans cradle ftandsinhis grave. 
Oh what a (hort cut hath the longeft liver ab utra ad urnam, from the womb to 
the tomb, from the birth to the burial- We chop into the earth before we are a- 
ware, like a man that walking in a Held covered withfnow, falls fuddenly into a 
marle-pit. Few and evil arc the dayes of my pilgrimage, faith old Jacob. Evil they 
are, but few and evil. Man that is^ born of a woman is. of few dayes, and full of 
trouble. Troublefome his dayes are,but foon determining, (harp his fufferings, but 
(hort withal .* as the paines of a travelling woman, whereunto they are oft com¬ 
pared. Every day we yeeld fomewhat to death : and death at utmoft cures all dif- 
eafes, as that Martyr faid. 

SccondIy,this life once ended, heaven begins and makes amends for all. For they 
(hall hunger no more, neither third any more,-nor (hall the fun light on them, 
nor any heat, but the lamb (hall feed them, and lead them to the waters qf’jife, 
Jmd God (hall wipe away all tears from their eyes, as a nurfedoth from fhe eyes of 
her tender babe. Now (he is a forry fpoufe, faith one, that cannot make (hift with 
an uneafie horfe, while (he ridech to fee the confummation of her ' love with Tier 
betrothed husband. I reckon, faith that great Apoftle (that had feen as much of 
this, and the other world as ever man faw) thattheaffli&ionsof the prefent time, 
are not worthy to be compared, or arc in no comparifon, worthy oftne glory that 
(hall be revealed in us. Kom.S.iS. For (that ye may fee the inequality ofthc com7 
parifon) our light ana momentary affliction worketh for us, a far more exceeding 
and an eternal weight of glory. In which text there is well ofcferved fo jbf 4 
triple Antithefis, with a more then fuperlacive defeription of heavens happinelfc 
by an hyperbole above an hyperbole. For, for affliction herefcgiqry for light af- 
fliftion a waight of glory , a heavy mafly fubftantial glory. ; fqr jflpmcntary af¬ 
fliction an eternal exceflive weight of glory .A lively & lofty kinde ofexprefliq^but 
fuch as falles far (hort of that inexplicable felicity, that abides us, and .is ^roughjt 
out unco us, by our (horteft fufferings ■ Words are too weak to liter it. 

Thirdly,- 
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after there (kali be >10 more death , nor forrmv, nor crying nor pam. Here we mu ft 
have it, or in a worfe place. This world is our purgatory, our Jitnle-eafe, ourwafli- 
houfe^ our place of penance • penalty, pilgrimage. Here he rubs off our ruff 
icours off our lcurf, hewes us (as in the mount) to be living ftonesinche cceleftial 
Temple- Here he fines us, files us, polifheth us, threfheth us out of the husk that 
we may be meat for the matters tooth, as that Father phrafed it. In a word this 
is all the hell, weare like to have, let us make us merry with it, and ling fweec 
longs, as lXiVfdA id, in this houfe of our pilgrimage. Home's hard by. 

In the mean while, fourthly, life is a mercy, though never fo full'ofmifery A 
{, do & 1S better tbc ” ndc ^ ltnn ' H¥> ^ yet alive, that's more, then Jefcph is the 
Jecond man in the land, tvhy is living man (orrowfnl ? Man fusers for his (in. q d 
Sulier lie never fo much, never fo long, he receives but the due defect of his evil 
deeds, as that penitent thief told his fellow. And that he yet lives amidft all, 
and cuts not off, as a weaver the thrum of his wretched life, Nez.cH.ih held it a pre¬ 
cious indulgence. The reafon whereof he yeelds a little after. ‘Ibe grave cannot 
pr,ijc rkce : they that go down to the pit cannot hope for thy truth. Death cannot 
ceicaratc thee, that is, dead men cannot be exemplary, and fo Ihine before men that 
they may fee their good works, and glorifie thee. The living, t hc livinr he (hall 
prafe thee, as / do this day , the father to the children (hall make (frown thy 
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AJde hereunto for a fife confideration, that no man is fo hard befet with for- 
rovsbehmde and before, but he hath' fome luadi iraervaHa , fome refrcfliings 
iome relpics, and hreatlung-whiles betwixt. Jobs cafe is not every mans nay it is 
feat ce any mans, to be vtfitedevery morning, to be tried every mom.ra : to be held 
unccnantly on therack, and not fo much liberty left him, as while he fwallows his 
Ipittle. 1 his was an hard cafe, and might be any of ours, as well as Jobs. Now 
that it is not, fee ground of patience, nay of thankfuIncfTc to that God, that might 
have doomed man at firft to be ever in fwcating out a poor living (called therefore 
the life of hs hand, bccaufe it is upheld by the labour of his hand) and 
women to be ever abounng in1 the extream paines of child-birth, ncithcryet to 
\mhfobriety n * ’ B ° th ° U S h 11,6 ^<>uld continue in f.vth and cktmy, andholtneffc 

Sixthly,God is with us al the while we arc in duran z^&ottimumfaUmm teila,™ 
can we have better company ? He goes along with us into the fire, as with the three 

children, and into the water, as with W: yea though helhad elofed her mouth 
upon us, and fwallowed us up into her bowels, yet itmuft (indelpitc ofit) render 
us up again, becaufe God is with us and for us. Hels ftomack could not long hold us 
no more then the whale could brook which if be had light upon the marri¬ 

ng) he would devoured and difgefted twenty of them in lefic fpacc 
Seventhly God accounts what we fuffer now iufficient for all, and looks upon us 
as thofe that have been judged already, yea that have' received double for al 
our tins. I he time is now that judgement begins at the houfe of God 1 7Vi 4.17 
And when we are judged we arc chafiened of the Lord, that we may not be con¬ 
demned with tht world 1 fVr.11.3s. Ak, though worthy of death, fhall live, 
becaufc ho had been formerly affiifted with David. So (hall we, which have fuf- 
“ r e . d 7 lt i 1 .?? nftra ‘? n ever with him, who elfe had been but dead men, had not 

God chaftifed us, and taught us m his law, by thofe coneZHons ofrnftrufcon that are 
the way to life. 

laffly.confider that God.that cmfertab the ubiett, hath feta certain time’for 
our deliverence, a day to do us good in : waiting (mean-tfhile) ,o fhn. met cv, and 
counting, as it were, the flow minutes till we become capable Ioh. i?'. 3 6. 
Now (hall he wait upon us, and fliall not we wait for him > Yea we 
have waited for _ the Lord , faith the Church in the way of thy iudge- 

,?fr hand' of Cad, faith Pete, and he 

mllltjt you uptr m the opportunity of time. To preferibe to the moft wife 
God were intolerable preemption, and to anteverthis feafon, dangerous preci¬ 
pitancy; to fee him a time with that kingofifrael a Kim. 6 .y\. to fend for him 
by a port with thofe Bethuhans, either be muft fave us now or not at all, how 
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can he endure xc.? Rckcccah was toe nimble with her. If it be fo,why am i thus > & as 
ill-advifed, when fhe faid ; lam weary of my life becaufc of the daughters 
of Heth. Apd fhe and her fon Jacob fhould have had the patience, to wait Gods 
leifure for the blefling, and not to have gotten in by the back-door. But we arc 
all naturally impatient of delaies, and too ready to think we fhould fow and reape 
both in a day. As our grand-mother Eve, who having received the promife 
of a Mcffiah, thought that her firft-bornc Cain muft needs have been the Man : 
and therefore, as pleafed with the conceit thereof, fhe faid, / have gotten that 
Man (that famous Man, even the Man Chrift Jefus) of the Lord. But fhe was 
fairely deceived: and fo are all fuch like to be, as are in like haft, and cannot 
f ame with patience to wait for the Lord, as David-Pfal. 40. x. Yea to pant, 
and fomtimes to faint, as Iercmy, with long looking after his coming. 

Now the God of all grace, who hath called us to his twofold kingdom of pow¬ 
er, and of patience, by Jefus Chrift , after ye have fuffered awhile ( for foyou 
muft ) make you perfett, fettle , ftrengthen , ftabliftj you. T0 him be glory and 
poWer for ever and ever Amen . 
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CHAP. III. 


God will owne, and honour his Saints. 

And they fliall be mine faith the Lord of Hofts , in the day 
when I make up my Jewels &c. 

O F the three points gathered out of the former part of the 17. Verfe. Two 
are already difpatcht. The third now followes. 

That Gods faithfull people fhall be gracioufly owned and acknowledged, yea Dott. 
precioufly eftcemed and accounted of in that day. They fhall be mine, faith the Jhta quod ipfi 
Lord of Hofts : there he ownes them. And I will make them up as my levels f^tifmt Deo 
there he honours them. 1 inter rutnA- 

I know the words are by fome, fomwhat otherwife read and rendered, as fumucuSim 
thus: They fhall be tome in the day that I fhall do this ( or that I fhall make or fit amfeBuriu. 
fet out) for a flock. So the Geneva Tranflat^rs, after the vulgar, Vatablus , r ° Ia n* 
Pagnine , Calvin , and the whole ftreame of Interpreters. Our laft moft accurate 
Tranflation, after Tnmillius , Polamts and Shindies, hath it better, and nearer 
to the naturall genuine, grammatical! fenfe of the Originall, thus.- And they fhall 
be mine , faith the Lord of Hofts. In die ejuo confetturus fum peculium, in the day Ka.lt eft an- 
that I make up my Jewels, or peculiar treafure, my proper goods and moft pre- gl'nonteiy. 
cious fubftance, my filver and my gold,my gemmes and my Jewels, the people of my 1 
purchafe ( as St. Peter after the Septuagint renders it) and thofe that compre- %? t ' zkxvar ' 
hend, as it were, all fny gettings: they are as it were, all he hath, that he makes Tir'a-i 4 
any-account of. The Lords portion is his people, faith Mofes , and Iacob the Deut.32.9 
the lot of his inheritance. God is their portion, and they are his. They his lr b , 22 » 5 
glory and gold, and He theirsthey are round about him, and he interchangably, rcHlH* 
round about them, as the mountaincs are round about Jerufalem. They make ofa 
their boaft of God, and God boafts as faft of them. Haft thou confidercd my ^ 
lcrvant lob, that there is not fuch a man in all the earth? He avoucheth them far *!£*'*': 
hu people, high above all nations in praife, in name, and in honour .- And they ^T v ty- 
0 tother fide ( fuch a fweet correfpondency there is ) avouch him for their God, to yo& 
walkjnhis water, and to keep hisftatutes, to fhew forth his vertues, as examples , 

of the Rule, and as a kingdome of Priefts to cover Gods altar with the calves of t f? v ' F l m ‘- 
their lips, and to offer up fpirituall facrifices acceptable to God, by Jefus Chrift ; f*,™ 
in whom he hath chofcn them ( as veffels of honour ) before the foundation xPew.p 
of the world &c. Eph. 1. 4. Heb.13.15' ; 
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SlCT. I, 


Reaf. i. 
GreevinchomU 

US. 

Tales nos mat 
D eiu quales 
futuri fumas 
rpfius done non 
quales films 
itofiro merito. 
Concil: Axaufi- 
can:fec : canon 
12. 

to tDoy. 
tv wydfeu'irolS 
IvJhKlJCi. 

Sit Sex* 

tux in vetuflifi 
fuo caJicf, 
nee non in com- 
mnt:Chrjfoft. 
& 0rigents ^ 
plurimis lads 
legs.In homini- 
bHs beneplaeiti 
Sic Vulgata, In 
h minibus bona 
voluntatis. 


Reafon I'. 

A Nd that’s indeed (fith we are here fallen upon it) the firft and chief ground 
of the point. The Lord thy God hath choien thee to be a fpcciall people ( or, 
a Jewell ) to himfelf above all people, his mere mercy making the difference. 
Thou canft not fay as that proud herctick did in anfwer to the Apoftles quere, who 
made thee to differ? Ego meipfum difeemo. For left any fhould dreame offore- 
feen faith , or previous merits, the Lord , faith Mcfes, did not love or chuf* 
you becaufe yc were more or better then others , but he loved you becaufe belo¬ 
ved youAnd out of this preventing love, he chofe you for a peculiar treafure to 
himfelf above all people Exod. 19. 5. The Originall word there ufed is the fame 
with that in our text, and the Chalde Paraphraft expounds it by another word, 
that fignifics beloved ones . For as his love firft moved him to make us his own, 

fo being now his own, he cannot but love us. He chofe whom he would love' 
and .now loves for his choife. For owneneffe makes love. Having loved his 
own, to the end he loved them, Iob t 13. 1. and therefore loved them becaufe 
his own, becaufe the people of his good plcafure , as the Angels call them Luc. 
2. 14. and as Gabriel had before called Daniel a man of dcfires or greatly beloved 
of God. Dan. 9. 23. 


Sect. ii. 


Reaf. 2. 
Eph.2.10 1 * 
nroitifM. 
quanda quis 
illiquid opus 
praducit fccun- 
dum prsctpla 
ertu prtprii 
dills. 

FatfHra.Valla. 
Rey.3.14 
Efay 5i.i 6 
Epn.r.i? 


a. A S he hath elefted us to this high honour of old, fo he created us to it in 
,Z\his own d uc t j mc by a new and wonderfull creation. For we are his Vcor^ 
manjbip, his artificial! curious exquifice workmanfhip, whereon he bellowed like 
skill and induftry as he did in making mans body P/aL 139. 15. or the third hea¬ 
ven, whereof he is called the Artificer, Heb. 11. 10. and it is called not the 
work of his hands , but oi his fingers , Pfal. 2 . 4. Lo thus are we his fatture or 
workmanfhip, created unto good works in Chrift Jcfus , who is notafhamedto 
ftile himfelf the beginning oft hi s creation , and to fay that he planted the heavens, 
and laid the foundations of the earth that he might fay to Zion , Thou art mj people. 
St. Paul alfo teftifieth that God putteth forth the fame almighty power in the 
working of faith in us, as he did in making the world for us • that being as greata 
wonder as this, and the analogy is very excellent. The firft God creates here alfo 
is light of knowledge: next ( as on the fecond day ) the firmament of faith. 3. feas 
and trees, repentant tears, and worthy fruites. 4. the fan, heat of zeal with 
light of knowledge, s. fifties to play, and fouls to fly : fo to live and re/oyceia 
a fea of troubles, and to fly heaven-ward by prayer and contemplation. 6 . And, 
thefe things performed, man is made a new creature, advanced to a dominion 
over all the works of Gods hands, yea to a bleffcd fcliowfhip with Gods only ion* 
who rejoyceth in this habitable part of Gods earth , and his delights are with tie fens 
of men. 


S E CT. III. 


Reaf. 3. 3 • TTE hath bought us with a price .* the church is an Acheldama afield of blood, 

a Cw.tf ao JLJLa field purchafed with blood, not with that goodly price the Jews valued 

Zcch.n.13 our Saviour at, the price of a flavc; but with the blood of God, Ail. to. 28. 

Fos 


—-—------ *- —S’ / 

For we nnr wrirFi rnrrimf Ik1« pU:..— . ri ~ I . - , -- 

to purchafc 'a foul withj ~niore likely Vfalr dcalfo drownit dcfoeratelv nToerdV 1 ^ 5 r- 
and deftruffion ) but with the precious blood of Chrift as^if. lams [ I"”'*'* 

and without (pot, who gave Lrfelf for us, tlt^igLl J ” Slli • 
rmtirnty, and purify us to himfelf ( by that i/W , that Owed usfrom Tici ''< 

the Dcftroyer) a peculiar people and prefent us to himielta glorious church dot 
having fpot, wrincle, or any futh thing Eph. 5. 27. 5 nurennot 

Sect, i iii. 


Reafon 4. 

4 * us with an high and heavenly callinv. Heb. 2. r 

X i Whereby we that m times paft were not a people fas Sr Peter afr.r Rcar * 
the Prophet, hath it) or if any , a dilobedicnc and R auifayng p eop k Rm 102 
oer n/» C Wuh ini 4 u jty IJ*y 1. 4. a people orGomoL^T io.Tnaughtv 

people, Ier. 1 3.1 o. good for nothing, but to be cart off as a rotten «irdle (ibfd e J\ 
and therefore the people of Gods wrath , I fa, 10. d. and of his curb Part} 
arenow by a gracious calling, and fpcciall priviledge become the peopli of God‘ 
a righteous people Efaj 60. 21. a holy people £U, 61. , 2 wife and nnd„ 
®j nd,nf ’L b °"^? 1 4 ' a P eo P le >“ whofe heart is Gods law //a. 

Kule, harmclclfc and blamelefic, the fons of G od without rebuke in fo^midft of» f ’ hiU ' 15 - 

d fo d l'° rrn ^ na f‘?? ’ am0n 8 ft whom wc lhine as 1'ghcs in the wodd hol. 
ding fouhth^. word of lite^as an enfigne or badseof our h?oti ond r. * li 
votanon ) and as an holy nation, a peculiar people fhcwini? ( n ?nr M onou J a blle 
the vermes of Chrift that hath called us out P of Egypt imo GoftieS ou^nr f ? Ch 
biedarkndlc into his marvelous light. And this theVather h; r f paIpa ' , 
wife , mighty or noble are called : Tis a wonder that any. But God* batrmade * 
th f* rtthes of his glory on the veffcls of mercy, which he hadafore Zo* 
red unto glory , even us whom he hath called accordine to oumofe nn P rFu 
Tews only, but alfo of the Gentiles. As he faith alfo in 0/ef \wSlcall SiVm m f hC 
pie which were not my people , and elepe her beloved’whlci ^was not beK 
Rom. 9. 23, z 4 . yea, 1 will betroth her unto me in faithfulnefle, and marrv her h! 
mercy forever Now maniage in it lclt is honourable among all ^0^ How . 
much moic when to fuch and fuch an honourable perfonage as the Heir of Z Hof -*-2o 
taF' Ef P cc,al, y fitl 5 e to makc her a fit fpoufe, he purifies her as thev Hcb * 1 * 2 
Efi tr, and beautifies her as Abrahams fa vane did Rtbtcc.h: for he putsafewri 
uponherforchead earerings m her earns, auda crown roydl uponTe? held 

f thV i ,r h l ^ cks as a bride-groom, and as a bride adornes her fclf 
with Jewels If a. 61. io. thus is her beauty perfeft throuph hii rnmpi« tr 

fo P ever Cr ' ffr L K f d . Chri ‘ l g°«beyond all carthlfbride-grooms what” 

Joever . Afofes married a blackmorc, and could not change her c / W 

Egyptian , and could not convert her co the truth. But Chrifts c'onve*vTand 
communicates his beauty co his bride ( everv erace in thar H . u y , 

wherewith Chrift is raviflred Cm. 4. 9 . 7 ei,?g as a "offlv lewe “ u* 

and whenfoever he calls a man to an heavenly kinedome fa. nn. e 1 dlle g°^) 

ly ' he makes him to be of another fpirk^then before^nd to wTlkvvorchi^o^God" 
and worthy ot the vocation wherewith he is called. Eph. 4.1. W hyofGoil » 

-■,n- 

Sect. v. 

Reafon 5. 

IT God hath already glorified his people (fo the Apoftle doubts norm 

eliverhimlclfoffaiidificacion begun here, and to be perfected hereafter) fet 5 * af? . , V> 
Y yy a them 30 
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them together with Chriit in heavenly places, given them the carneft of their in- 
Ei. 1 io'. 2 .o nci nance ior a pawn or the whole bargaine, the firtt-truits of the fpirit as a fore- 
tafte,a pledge of the whole harveft , garniflied them with that grace that will one 
day oe glory , nay is fo already : for what is grace bet glory begun .? and what is 
i glci. y , but grace periefted ; They differ not in kindc: but degree only whence 
it is that g ace ism feripture put for glory ; and glory again, is uied for grace: 
J’ ca dm °? ds P eo P lc ’ for their graces, are called, the Glory , Elay 4. 5. & 46.13. 

4 ‘ 4 as havmg the ffiirit of glory and 0 f God refling upon them. Indeed there is anatu- 
r:iU glory ftampc upon the very perlons of true Chriftians ( Colof. 2. nit. ) fuch as 
thole that are but nicer civil men cannot chufe but honour, as thcHittites did A- 
br.h im • Thou art a Prince of Cod among us: nay the wicked and worft of men 
as Jrhoram did the Prophet Eli/ha, over whom, when fick, he wept out O my fa- 
ASsftr Mon. lter y { a .‘ her ? th * foremen of If rad , and charers thereof, And Mailer Brad- 
death js fad to have been bewayled of many Papiflsalfo that knew his piety 
in his life, and patience in his death .• fo much honour God did him, in the confci- 
'L'nicinJi.s- enccs of lus very enemies. tVifdomc mai^th the face to Jbine, as it did St. Smcns 
tur r f:icn,u 1 hey faw las face as the face of an Angel; fuch was the goodnefTe of Ins confci- 
{tfflZtas f nCe ’i H . S CaU,< 7 ani ? hl / Crtu j a S e » And co»H they have feen his infide, they fliou/d 
Malcolm, in * luvc ; dllcerned :md inured a farre greater glory ; that new man, 1 mean, that new 
Att.n world above-mentioned, that after Gcd ( or according to the likenefTe of the hea- 

Ephef.4 venly patcine) is created in rigbteoufi ejfe and true holineffe. The tranfeendent 
On', 4 , beau[ J' and b «very whereof is fuch, tl at the Lord thrill himfeif, who was nothing 
moved wtli an offer of the glory of the whole world, profefTeth himfeif raviflir, 
and loft, in love toward a lancbhed foul, l or albeit we are landificd but in part, 
and there be yet many flawes, and blemifhcs in the bell, whiles here, yet heconfi- 
ders us as we are in himfeif, and as we (hall be in the (late of perfedion,(likc as we 
Coiof.?.? do kings children, whiles yet in their nonage. ) For when Chrift, who is our life 
lhall appear, then (hall we alfo appear with him in glory. IfracI, in the mean-while, 
is Ins glory, hfay 46. 13. a crown and a diadem in the hand of Jehovah, aduallv 
potted of heaven aforehand, as it were by turf and twig, Job. 5. 24. 1 ? 0 h. 1. iL 
And albeit the Saints have not yet attained to the full degree of the (Fining bright- 
* Cor.41.lt. mfle or their immortall happinefle, yet ft,m ghrj „ & i or , thev fl ,all be tranf- 
tormed and tranHated t,ll at length they become like the Ancient of dayes. 
cl. f3 " b s aint ?.t», (hence the world 

fo much midaketh, and mifufeth us ) but )toe know that when he fball appear we fhall 
, bee like hem, in the quHuy of our glory, though not in an equality, 1 Job. 3.2. 

I or we (hal (hineasthemofi: radiant Jewels and Jafpers Rcv.21.1 r. Nay that's not 
all: wc (hall (hme ^ the firmament , with its glittering furniture, Dan. 12.3. nav as 
the Sun in lus ilrengch,/F/.-ir.i3.43. nay like Chrift the Sun of righteoufne:S,CV.3. 4 . 
And this 1. In regard of our fouls, which (hall befitted with knowledge, wif- 
Lukep.31 dot V e ’ P uc «y. M.ihcayns with light, i Cor. 13. n. Mofes and Elias appeared 
in the transfiguration, and conferred with Chrift, concerning his death : the myfte- 
ry whereof they underftood far better now, then when they- were in the fle(h. 
2. In regard of our bodies,which though now muddy and mafly.fliall then (hinc as 
Rcv.at.i, tran(parent-glafle or cleared ehryftall: partly from the glory about them.andpartly 
• rom , . e fi w,du ” diem » C as a lanthorne fhines from the candle put into it)be- 
ingc anfied from all dregs,fa(hioned like Chriftsmoft glorious body the ftandard) 
Ecdefiainfine immortality, beauty and brightnetfe, grace and fa- 

f&culi expellat j * . n S c ^> and uimblencfle, majefty, and fuch Angelicall excellency, as (hall 
quod in Cbrifli ™ ™thcr Me heavenly fpirits then earthly bodies, for the lbrpafting glo- 

mmthaiu' fin m .i 3 c put upon them. Laftly, for our totum compofitum, the whole per- 
7 X 2 r ft C f de T d V Every trUC Chrifiiap is the fpouVof the Lamb, and fo 
i UyJLt. ad , uall y lnvefted ^ to h “ dignity, and made partaker of his glory. For Vxorfulget 

’Ubnu Cains , £ ^ 1C f A /^ axim * n the civil law J the wife fhines with the beams of 

i Cor , a C =T w ’ and whatever he hath, fhe hath ; all is in common between them: 

3 « th ,Tri, 5 r ai,h) thcrc L ,s noth ! n g di terenceth man and wife but fex onely. 

/tit' v C ar ? e co truc ln c he myfticall marriage betwixt Chrift and his people. 
^/Z rSy u^ UCcj0Ua ;‘ Chri P: Histreafurcs, riches, beauty, glory,power, 
g , all is yours, fo farre as you are capable. For you (hall bee rttxt unto 

Chrift, 
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Chrift , Luk; 22. 30. yea one with Chrift, Job. 17.21. even as He and the Father 

arc one: and fo above the mod glorious Angels: for are they not ail miniftering Bucan.locxo'n'. 

fpirits, fent forth to miniftcr to them that fhall be heirs of falvation, Heb. 1.14? f. 76. 

This ( according to fome ) the devil and his black guard (once bright Angels ) could 

not brook, or bring their hearts to, and therefore fell (through envy and malice to 

the known truth, Job. 8.48.) from their firft cftatc,and left their own habitation to 

dweliin darknette, rather then they would endure to honour fuch a Mordtcai as 

man, .a clod of clay : a bag of wind, fo poor a thing, merely made up of foul and 

foil, of breath and body ( a puff of wind the one, a pile of dull the other ) nay now 

fincethe fall, a very mixture and compound of dirt and finne. Hut whether the y ? s 

devil will or no, the Church (hall be brought unto the king in raiment of needle- * 

ivork: the virgins her companions alfo (hal be brought, unto him. With gladnefle 

ar.dicjoycing (hall they be brought, they fhall enter into the kings palace, and be 

fet on his right hand (a place of dignity and fafety) in whofc prefence is ful- pfai.45.1^ 

r.eife of joy , and at whofc right hand there are pleafures for evermore. For quali - 15,9. 

tv, clier’s joy and gladneifc.- for quantity, a fulnefte of both : for certainty at G’ods Pftl.ii 5 .vlc, 

right hand, and for perpetuity, for evermore. 


Sect. VI. 


It Jh:ll bcf.tr oibenvifc with the wicked* 

N Ow for Application : this in the firft place, is no good newes to the wicked Vfe. 1. 

that perfecute Gods people, and caft dirt on his Jewels, to hear that they (hall 
one day be fo dearly acknowledged, and highly honoured by the God of heaven. 

T oras in a pair of,buckets, when the one is at well top, the other is down at 
bottom, as when grew ftronger and ftronger, the houfc of Saul waked wea¬ 

ker and weaker : and as Mor dec cues rife was Hetmans downfal .• fo when God (hall 
make up his Jewels, he (lia-l I put away the wicked of the earth as drofTe and of- pfa . 
fcouring, and when foever lie doth bed to his chofen , then doth he. worft of all * 9 ' 
to reprobates. This isfoconftant a thing with God,that could we but go as far 
back with the feet of our mindes as Gods.decrees, and then come hand in hand with 
him again, and view all his particular ads of Execution, weftiouldfoon fee, that 
when heischufing the one, he is refilling the other, when he is redeeming one, 
he is renouncing another, when he is comforting one, he is terrifying another, when 
lie is converting the one, he is hardning the other, when he is rewarding one, he 
is revenging another, when he is quickning one, lie is killing another, when fa- 
ving one,he is damning another. And yet all his works are holy, and juft and good, 
though he do not alwayes ( as often he doth) give areafon of his. proceedings. 

Job. 33.13. This day ofthe Lord, here mentioned in the text, wherein (God (hall ° 

mercifully make up his Jewels) as it (hall be to them a day of light,life, liberty, 
profperity, and vidory Chap. 4.1,2,3. fo (hall it betothewicked,adayofblack- 
neftc and darknefle, for it fhall burn them as an oven, and themfelves ftialbe as 
Hubble, whereof neither root nor ftaik fhall be left untou ht, but all turned to 
attics, (tn the day that I (hall do this, faith the Lord) under the feet of thofe that 
fear my name. 1 lien (hall die ffuners in Sion be afraid, horrour (hall furpri^c the 
hyporri: cs , who (hall run away with thofe fad words in their mouths. Who amongjt 
vs (ball dwell with the devoun.-.g fire > who amongft tts fhall dwell with everlafting E<ay 3^.14* 
burnings ? But whither alafle will they run from him that is every where? If to 
the creature, a horfe is a vain thing for help, the Egyptians are men and not God, 
their liorfes fielh and not fpirit &c. If to thccreatour, he doth utterly difclaim 
and difown them : for if any have not the fpirit of Chrift,the fame is none of his, be Ro 8 „ 
he whofe he will be. Thefc indeed, (hail be minejaith the Lord of Hofts &c, fuch a ? 

good man I know,and fuch a godly woman ]jknow,but who are ye?Then (hall they 
lay unto him, Lord, Lord, have not we prophefied in thy name,and eat and drunk 
in thy prefence, that is communicated at thy table, and heard thee teaching in. 
our ftreets. But he o’to’thcrftde will as deeply difavow them, as they doboldly 
Y V y 3 lay 
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Matli.? .23. lay claim to him .* for then will l profeffe to them I never knew you. depart from 
me, ye chat work iniquity. And it they (hall offer yet to make requeft for theft: 
lives with IT.urns: , and to fpeak for themielves, as once thofe Jfraelitcs we have 
linnet., do thou unto us, whatsoever feemeth good unto thee, deliver us onely W e 
pray thee, this day ; he will anlwer them according to the idols of their hearts as 
Ezeki 4 .4 he did thole or old, and fay, le have forfaken me , and ferved other rods • where- 
Trf eoMicryto ,h r g.d, ,b« jmr f'tos W chef**, 

J ;, ’ 1 “*’ *?? deliver you w the dty ofyour tribulation -.than the which I know not what 

Vomiuiiii, more dreadful or direful fentence can poiiiblyiall from Gods holy mouth, unieffe it 
eratAJamo be that laft irrevocable doom of damnation, goye curfed &c Atthefirft hcarin- 

r herC ?^ *! e,r ver y heart ftri ?g s * al crack > and the “ hearts fall afunder in their bo- 
toneJLna- liked rops of water. Weil were ,t with the wicked in chat day, if they 
que^turinta- might trudge diretfly on to damnation, and noc be forced to fee the face of the 
rad,fo in «•** Judge, that they have buffetted, and to hear his voice that they have dclpifed But 
ZTiuTe" 1 '■‘“f* tor their mifery ! Jit may not be. For after that all in vain, they have ti- 
&mLtrc. out the deafrocks andmoimta.ns, with their continuate cryings, Fall upm , Uy 
La cover US, hide us,da(h us, and quafh us to pieces, grinde us to powder, do any 

H.*b . 9 27 . thing to difpatch us, they muft perforce, in perfon, meafure the place and race of 
A?didlyof ) ud S e "' ent - -ffeimeifor M menace to die and after dtMh j ttdgemem. Not a 

lurfgen.it, man that lleeps in the duft of death, but muft needs awake, fomc to ever lafti n g 
feer tellings hte, and preferment, and fome to (hame and everlafting contempt* as chofe 
jhail be that Iiave all their evil deeds, as it were written in their fore-heads, fo that all (hall 

Iighifutpacks Jj* a " dra > , > Be u 0 i d l h ! ma ?-. a " d beh ° ld works. Thefe and thefe things haft 
an I f.tdcls tbou done, w,ll the Judge then lays and I kept filence; thou thoughteft that J was 
are not open- altogether luch as thy felf, but I will let thee down, and fet them down in an or- 
cd till they der before thee to thy perpetual confufion. As the word goech forth of the kings 
fdi’ o/niarkec tbc ' r f» c «fl>d« gather blackneffe.and be covered as Hema,,, and themfelvts 

D. WilUt. fpeechleffe. 1 hey (hall be confounded, and troubled forever they (hall be 

put to fhame and perifh. That men may know that he, whofe name is Jehovah is 
the mod high over all the earth. Pfal 83.17,18. Enoch foretold this day of iudce¬ 
ment before Noah foretold the flood. That day is longer ere it comes, but (hall be 
more terrible when it is come. 5 

Sect. VII. 

Terr our to thofe that fet themfelves again ft the Saints, 

life. a. Q^ 0n ?! y ? Doth $ e Lo , rd g racioufl y own and honour all that fear his name ? how 
w-/(hould this terrifie and take off all thofe dogged dogs, and-bedlam Belialifts 
that offer any manner affront or offence to fuch f fith how mean foever and mi- 
ferable in the worlds eye, they*are dearly beloved of God as Daniel highly fa- 
Dan.9. voured inheaven, as Mary, dearlings to the Almighty, as Davidfaireto God as Mo- 
Jcj,andnot only faithful as he in al Cods houfe as lervants,but fuch as have a naile & 
SX a ther ‘M' r of fans and of daughtcrsEfay 58.5. For they are the firft-born 

* <* 7 ©- "T&f wh °J e name \ *f e w™te» in heaven , as free denifons: yea, they are heires of God and 

©e«. Aft.?, coheires with Chrift, who is not afhamed to call them brethren fellows friends 

Rnm8 2 ' , mes > a «y thing, every thing that may evidence the dear refrefts he bears un- 

Pfa?4S. f° Chem - Now were it a wife-mans part tofallout with the Kings favourite ? to 

j Cor.4.13. Io ^e upon his fon and heir ? to deface his picture, to tread under foot his Jewels, 

Rom.?. 8 _ to fp,t upon his royal robe, or imperial diadem .? How was Balaam (lain by the Lord, 

for but wifhing evil to his Ifrael ? Goliath for but defying his hoft? Nobal forced 

IrafcipJ? * mid f / h rl DaV fu h,ch ™/ ca ”?f“ m Magnatum, and in the new Teftament ter- 

Rorn. nano med blafpbemy* Howwas C^nfchooled for but fcowling upon Abel ? and Laban 
fapienterpofsit. threatened for but following after Jacob l and Abimelech plagued for but an unwit- 
Tacit: tmgabufc to Abraham} Thus he fuffered none to do them wrong, yea, he reproved 

even kings for their fakes Pfal. 105. 14. will ye know the reafonPhe remembred 
his covenant to Abraham , and his oath to Ifrael, ver.S.9. 


There 


• o7 ‘ M e us ufcLwiAi auq ms people, tueft as was that be¬ 
twixt fthofaphat and nay fuch as palled betwixt David and AbUtbar . Look 

What David faid once to him, the fame faith god to his. Abide thou with me 

feare not : for be that feemeth my life , feeketh thy life, but Kith me [halt thou be in „ 

*fT ar u Hc i 8 a u Su S*- f ai . th , the ? faIl ? i ^ to refrefh his people, andafhieldto Jff/S 
(heltcr them. Asthe (hield is betwixt the body and the darr,fo is God betwixt his 
people and their hurt. Hc carrieth them on his wings, asthe Eagle doth her 

‘°, chat u thereis no wounding of them but through hie fide.,nay no touch- a'ZPJiI 
mg of them, but ye couch the apple of his Eye. ft? fcffir 

1 C ? C with the lead mote that gets into it, fo is he with the fonanualitu 

(eait indignity done to his people. Jf Saul tread upon the leaft toe in Chrifts myfti- whquiinter fe ~ 
call body, the head will try out from heaven, why hurteft thou me ? If R.tbfha- 
kch raile upon Hc^kjab Againft whom haft thou railed , faith God, and whom mon 
haft then provoked to wrath l even the Holy one of Ifrael. In pufhing at any of Zach.?.8 
thele lively {tones in Gods temple, men fpurnc at the cornerftone it lelf andfo Ads 9 - 4 
kick againft the prickes. In offending the leaft of Chrifts little ones, they pre- 2Kin fr^- M 
fcntly proclaim open war againft Him* who kcepeth all their bones, bottles up 
all their teares, yea numbreih all their haircs, not one of them isdiminifhcd but 
he^accounts himfelf damnified. You know how dearly the proud Ammonites 
paid tor the hair they (haved off from Davids fervants. And (hall not the fon 2 $ a m.io 
ot David avenge his own deft, chough he bcarc long with them ? He keepeth Lu e kcl8 * 7 
the very feet of his Saints, (kith holy Hannah, and chargeth his angels with 
them, to beare them in thetr hands, left at any time they da(h their feet againft 
a (lone. If they durable and fall, yet they (hall get up againe: for the Lord puts 
under his hand Pfal . 37. 24. Yea the everlafting arraes are underneath Dent. 

33 - 27, They that /W by God and Malchom (hall fell (as old Elidid ) and Am i- 
never rife againe; but the Saints of God, though A/tyWike, they fall into a * 
pit yet, as prifoners of hope , they /bal/come forth , by thebloedof the covenant, 
each. 9 10. Good Mordecal, a Jew, may fall before a Perfian and get ud 
againe; yea prevailed profpef. But if wicked Haman begin to fali before - 
a Jew ( that is in covenant with God ) he can neither (lay when he (tumbles, fth * 14 
nor rife when hc is down. God himfelf is (o far intcrefted and inga°cd in the 
t was Jf ying erewhile ^ that whofo toiicheth them, touch- 

eth the ball ot his Eye. The eye is a tender part wc know, and a fmall matter 
oftends it. God is every whit as choice and as chary of his people, as a man is what P arc '* 
of his eyes. Now a good thump on the back is better borne then a light couch T r t fe , nfi £ Ic 
on the eye. Take heed, I adviieyou, how you meddle with Gods Eye, left toucKen 
youheareof him toyourcoft. For although wc muft turne t'other cheek alfb, checye ? or 
yet he will noc take a blow on the eye for the ptoudeft of them all. No man hein 8 hurc 
will ftand (till while his eyes are pecked out, much leffe will God. Thou know- ca ? eth gr T 
faith dying David to. his fon Solomon , what loab did tome. He meanech it r a ge? S if put 
of the (laughter of Abner And Amafa , which David appropriate, and makes it out, brings 
.fits pvvn cafe. The foveraigne is fmitten in the fubjeft, neither is it other then more£ le for - 
juft that the arraignement of mean Malefaftours runs, in the (tile* of wrong to f ,ity /°r tI !i e • 
to the Kings Crowne and dignity. Gods people are his crowne, let none pre- lender of * 
lume to attempt againft it; his dignity, his glory, let none turne it into Jhame w Sec Femblo 
PJal 4. 3. His pearles, let no (wine trample them, his holy things, let no dogs on Z«** a ** 
profane them, by holding their lives madneffe, and their ends without honour 
by (peaking bafely of their perfons, aftions, fufferings, as if they were vile and 
inglorious. It was an heavy indiAment doubtleffe P/-/.14. 6 . You have fla¬ 
med the counfell of the poore, becaufethe Lord is his refuge. Thus thofe mifere- 
ants, that mocked and railed at Chrift upon the croffe, upbraided him not with 
any will, but only for the good he had done in faving others, for histruftinGod, 
and prayers to God. Thus alfo they deale with David , they that render evill for 
good, are mineadverfaries(or hate me likedivels) and why? Bccaufe Ido the 
thing thargoodis. And the very truth is, that were wicked mens infides turned PfeI.38.ao 
outward it would well appeare, that when they difgrace thofe that make con- f he y fatlnical 
fcienccof their waies under the infamous names of puritans, fingularitans, zelots, lyhaW 
and the like termes of reproach, it is for the good that is in them, and for the true 

glory 


Tertull. 
i /oh.?.12 
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1'mm virum 
tgrtgtum C&fesr 
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J Pet. 2.x 7 
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men terra. 
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EheJkigbteous mansRecompence. 

“•glory that God h«hftamped upon their perfons and performances -~Thi» favours 
ttrongly of theDevill of hell, whofe property it is to hate and perfecute any foot- 
ftep of Gods holy image, ivhere-etrer he finds it ( as the Tigre if he fee but tho 
piaureofaman, he flies upon it and tears ittopceces) And it proves mcntobe 
„ the pofterity of Cam, the ic\ils Patriarch, as one calls him. who 
td l«f of the ferpents feed ) andfttwhu father. And wherefore tier, he him Jut 
- faaufthucwn Work, mere cvill, and hie brothers,good ! That was all thequarrell 
then,andisflill. All[that vtpcrcu, hrond bear an airing tooth to the better fort, 
they do malicionfly and mortally hate all holy imprefiions of grace wroughtupon 
. any bythefanftifyin.gfcirit though they reftrain fometimes the expreflion and 
• cxcrcileofthis hatred for advantage and in policy,'by accident, and for by-re- 
ipccts , it may be- . 1 

Sect. 8. 9. 10. 

Exhortation to honour them that fear the Lord : and what great 
cattfe men have and fall batie fo to do. 

L Et us that know and profefle better things approve our fclves to be of the fa¬ 
mily of heaven, and followers of God, as dear children by contemning a vile 
perjon , though never fo glorious a magnifico in the worlds eye and efteem but 
honouring them that fear the Lord , though neverfo much under-prized and vilmcn- 
ded by the wicked of the earth. This is a note of Gods houlhold-iervant Tfal 
15. 4. and ofone that hath fharc in Chrifts kingdome , wherein the vile pe r fon 
/ball no more be called liberally nor the chnrle bomifull. Efajxz. %. Further 
would we have boldnclTc in that laft and great day , and be able to lift up our fal 
ces beforethe fon ofman, let love be period in us toward the brotherhood Wim? 
them in truth , and for the truths hike , and being ready to lerve the faint/ in Iove b 

t0 ii W i^’ yca t0 klf l e VC r y * and to down Gur ,ivcs for the brethren if 

called thereunto. Andbecaufe this can never be done, except men fee more in 
them then ordinary to move them - labour and lcarnc to know the price of a fainr 
and to efteem them very'h.ghly in love, for their worths fake. The W tell 
“3, and truly, that thofe feventy fouls that went with Jacob- into Egypt were as 
much worth as all the fcvcnty Nstions of the world befidcs. It is „ot for nothing 
(furej that the fames ace called AU thtngsC.lnf so. end Ever, creature Mar. 

.16., 5. mi the fait Of,h t earth, that keep the reft from putrcfyingfhe fubftance and 
fupportofthe earth, that keep the reft from fluttering, / bear u, thenars of it, 
faith David , and the Innocent dehvereth the IJland, faith Elipha* fob 22 ?o 

For their fakes it is that God fares and profpers the wicked as he did Laban 
for laceb, fake Paiphar for Iofeph, Sodom for Lot ,, when they were carried 
capttve by KederUmer. Whereas elfc he would make a Pm, work upon the earth 
Rom. p. 28. Tfthe mourners were once marked, and fa fate out of formes Way” 
he wonld foon fay to the Angcll Smite and fare no,. Look what Elip,a once 
laid tO'feboram King of Ifrael, the fame faith God toall ungodly pcrlons Sutclv 
were it not that I regard the 'preface of lehc/bapha, the good king ol Judah I 
would not look towaid thee, nor Tee thee. Add hereunto, that God not only 
ipareth, andbleffcth bntalfogracethand gifteth the wicked with excellent abili- 
ties and endowments for his peoples behoof and benefit: as Saul with a fpirit of 
government for Hracls like and of prophecy, for David, fafety ; the Egyptians 
w,th Jewels for the ulc of the lamftoary, and thofe that fallhear, Dcpart yc! 

e V ‘ h M h /„ P °'!p r miracles for the Churches nfc and bene- 

fit. Nay more, the Wicked fhal! be a ranfome for the righteous , and the tranf. 
greffbur for the upright. Thus God gave Egypt for Ifracll ranfome lfa. 45. 3/4. 

H fT “i \ f r ‘ T , And wh > ,? *»“ *4 precious in L 

Jigh, thou haft been honourable , and I have loved thee: Therefore wiU I give mend 
thee, and people forth, life. Thus is the righteous delivered out of trouble, and 
the wicked comes m his ftcad. Prov. u. 8. . 


Eba 'Righteous mans 'Rgcompence. 


Sect. IX* 

O H but we fee it otherwife often, that thofe you call righteous are not d clivc- , . 
red. And what more fure then fight? si' ’ 

_ Firft, fight (though the moft certain fettle) may be deceived about its own ° ’ 
objedt, if it want a clear middle. For example: A man beholds a ftaff, part 
through the clear ayre, and part through the dark water, and lo deems it crooked, 
when indeed it is ftraight So the purblind world beholding the Chriftian life 
thorough the dark middle of prejudice, judgeth it miferableand difconfolate: not 
knowing chat to the righteous there arifeth light out of darkneffe, joy out of grief, 
good out of evill, comforts out of crofles, and thofe equivalent to deliverances* 

Thole mentioned in that little book of Martyrs Heb. n. though tortured and - 
tympinized, yet they would not be delivered, that they might, obtain a better**- 
iurreftion. It was never merrier with the three children then in'the mjdft of thp 
furnace where the fon of God was walking with them. Jacobs he'art was never fo Dan.j. 
light as when his head lay hardeft. ' Gen. 28. 

Secondly, there is a double deliverance: One keeping us from the evill, and 
another keeping us under it, that it fhall not hold us, much IclTe hurt us. * And 
this later way, at Ieafl:, every of Gods Jewels is made up and delivered. For, 
though ye have layne among the pots , all burnt and fwooty, jet (hallye be as the PfaU8.ij 
wings of a dove covered with jilver , and her feat hers of yellow gold. Delivered then 
the tighteous are, we fee, though not delivered. That they are not here fully 
freed from trouble, they may thank themfelves in a great mcafure. For as tho 
fubj'ertion of the creature to us depends upon our fubjeftion to God ; and our 
peace with men upon our keeping peace with him , lob 5. 23. So our fubjediqn 
to God, and peace with him here being only inchoate and imperfeft , we recover, 
our (afecy from the creatures and peace with men, but In part, and unperfeftly. 

But look what is wanting therein, is recompenfcd with fpiriruall peace even here, ' 

Job. 16 ? 3. how much more hereafter ? 

And fay that God fuffer his Jewels to be killed all day long , and counted as 
flKep to the (1 mghter : yet precious in the ejes of the Lord is the death of his faints pf , 
and neither life, nor death, fhall funder them from Gods love in Chrift Jefus. So Komis * ,S 
that iftheyTcape not his fword without, yet they fhall Ycapc the terrour within 
w h ich is that that lets an edge upon the (word, and makes it enter into the foul! 

The godly man fliall be able in the worft times to call his foul to reft with Da- mi.116.7 
vid, andcocomfurt himfelfin the Lord his God in a common combnftion , then 1 Sam.? 0.6 
when orhersfliallbc at their wits ends, andevenmad again for the fight of their 
eyes, and perplexity of their fpii its. Death, he knowes is the worft that can be- Deur,a °* 
fall him, and that (ever fince it ran through the veins of Chrift crucified )isfb 
fweetened unto him , that he is little or no whitamazedat the fore-going gripes, 
which are but as the throwes of Child-birth, by which the foul is borne out of 
this lothfome body into cndlefie felicity. Oh therefore the fafety and dignity 
of a true Chriftian, whom very pain cafech , whom death reviveth, whom 
diflolution uniceth, whom laftly his very corruption preferveth , and fin glo- 
rificth! 

As for our full deliverance from all annoyances, viegroue within our fclves 
and with patience wait for it, even the redemption of cur bodies Rom. 8. 23, 24. pe< * atvm 
And when that happy day once begins to fhine forth, then look up if ever, for 
Jour redemption draweeb nigh, Luc. 21. 28. The Lord Chrift will then lift up btnum. Aug* 
your heads as Tharaoh did his Butlers , take you from the priCon to the palace , 
and reftoreyou toyo..r ancient honours and offices loft in Ad*m\ as to be Kings, 

Pt iofts-, Judges, Benchers &c. He lhall fay unto you then as once to Ifrael, Be¬ 
hold 1 will to trie you after your old eftates, and will do better unto you thenar v t J 
your b g nnings, and ye fhall know that I am the Lord. This meditation fetled fizeK,36 * IX 
Da-id x.ecdmgly Pfal. 17. where having fpokeh, of the men of this world , 
wh-ch have their portion hr.re, he prefenclyfubjoyncs, As for me, 1 fhall behold 
thy face-in righteoufttes, 1 fhall befatisfiedwhen laftake ( that if, out of the duft of 
, death) 
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A»A though after my fan Worms Jejlroy M tody, ye,i/myfiefl, j M r t \t.L 1 ^’heihallX^otav*<**«*>» 


*Tj : T'7‘ -, r* j T u \ 1 *> , Ln *‘ m J Redeemer hveth, &c . 

-*»« J ^ w dejiroy thta body , ,*# my fiefb I Jball fee God 

Darnel iz* i, 2. Though things be otherwife darkly delivered, yet when the Tews 
were to lofe land and life, then plainly the Rcfurreftion is named. And Heb 1 i ?c 
we read of feme that wefe tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might 
obtain a better refurreftion. J k»ow, faith Martha, that my brother Jball rife at 
the Refurreftion,^ the Confolation. , faith the Syriack Tranflaror. And well he might 

t0 f e r, S hccous > for chcfc prerogatives and priviledges chat 
(hall befall all fuch in that day. . b 


tbtc he (hall then diiplay for 

™y n P/ tr “ nto > no J c to g>« blctk to the enemy, but. co ftare wichX 
Conquefour* to divide thefpoil, and take part in the triumph. 2. Cor.2. 14. 

Seventy, Collocation, or placing them at his right hand, as Solomor.did his ml 
thee for honour-fake, when the goats (hall be on the left.’ Math. 25.33. whe?e 
■ tantaf.ll.d. t0 that in Devt. 29 . 1 x. where the fixfree-born mbes 

from tu P ntIba oTthe 0 left " 2 ™^ hand ’“ d the ^ o^ercnrfe 


Math. 24. 
CartmMiJt. 
Chriftt in Mae 

24.31. 

ts e?/*pu. 

b6V0P77 UfJLaCf 

2 Cor.2.14. 
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Sect* X. 

r * plrft, a glorious refurredion of their dead bodies, by vertuc of the myftical 
A Union they have with Chrift. The bodies of the Saints, chough fundred from 
their .ouls for a feafon, are not feparated at all from Chrift, as neither was Chrifts 
body fundred from his Deity, when laid in the grave. A fubftance there is (till pre- 
lerved, by a fecret influence, proceeding from Chrift as a head. This fubftance is 
( by rotting m the grave ) refined, and (hall by the fame influence be raifed incor¬ 
ruptible. 1 his rotting of the body is but as the rotting of corn under the earth 
that it may (hoot up into an harveft, or as the melting of a battered piece of plate 
m the fire, that it may be broughtforth of a better fafhion. Hence they are faid 
tojieep, and tojleep in Jefsu, andto be dead in Chrift, who (hall raifeour vile bo¬ 
dies, and make them like unto his glorious body,&c. like unto the Anaels in hea¬ 
ven Mat 22.30. nay like unto Cod himfelf, whom they (hallreferable^ children 
Luke 20.35 do their father. Hence they are called, children of the refurreftion, in a like fence 
as when God raifed up Jefus again, he faid, ( as the Apoftle Paul applies it) Thou 

m'l'VS. t“r J h Td t l* u . ,n ,k "’ Acl ; '}■ 3 - Reprobates alio (hall rife 

TitimL a g. a ' n (.' | to“Bhfome of the Ancients, grounding upon that, Pfa. s . thought 
urpresreddl. ~ lCr ^ fc .A bu j aft " an other manner, by another mean, and for another (Id* 
duds* etvttsTt- They be dragg d, as malefaftours out of the prifon of the grave, and driven 
unde before Chrifts tribunalJ,by vertue of his judiciary power,and of the curfe of the law 
SEJT ' 0 be tuiubled thence into torment, .St*. , 7 . but the Eled (hall be raifed, as men,: 
to. re fur- * >ers °f Chrifts body, by vertue derived from his Refurredion, 1 Or. 15. 20 
rtliurts mga - 45 * " 

runt. 

nonitn 'fi cio refm.chriftuftd Ulius mlediRmisvi quo die comederis, m ritris, ad condemned*. 

2. A fecond priviledge they (hall then have, is priority in the Refurreftion: for 

the dead m thrtfl Jball rift frjt, , and thofe that are alive and remain (hall be caught 
*^P* together with them, in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air i Thef 41617 
7. Thirdly elevation or lifting up the head for joy, when all the wicked fhali wa’il 

JjI*™,! „° r , 7 Y",f look gahly :thcir hearts failing them for fear of what will follow. The 

xlfoorJ? godly (hall then ftand before the Son of man, with much courage and confidence, 
Luke 21.3k &r». 8.33,34. 36. 0 ’ 

stt 

CtnfiJlaut , J. ita apptrmisut judicir vultnm & fenttntiam fuJUnere poffith. Bega. 

4, Fourthly, Colleftion by the Angels, who (hall eafily difeern them from the reft, 
M»t24 as the fervants of the houfe do their matters harveft, or as the corn from the tares: 
their lively looks alio (hall diftinguifta them. 

, T . f ^, fifthly, Aftump'tion, to meet the Lord in the air, and afeenfion in a cloud, in 
17 * ™ anr l cr as'-hnft himfelf attended. For as birds being hatched do flic lightly up into 
“j e a,r > 'fv’f 1 bei "S c gg cs were a heavy and (limy matter: fo the bodies of Gods 
Zanch.deofer. Elect ( which by nature are maftie and ponderous ) being hatcht, as it were, by the 
Vei. Refurreftion, (hall be made pure, powerful!, nimble, and able to mount up into the 

heavens. 


Revel, r. 

0 4ovTau xj 
Xo'491'T CUj 

Lukt 2»-35 
stt SZveu. 
CtnfiJiatis , .i. 


L - , , ,Hv° nn S orzae judgement from them. For »• 

the reparation being niade then (hall the king .fay ('firft) to them on the right Math.25.34. 
hand, feme ye blefjed, ^c.glad to fee them, as Jacob once to fee Jofeph, or as ever 
any father to fee hischilde, that had been long abfenc. Thus as ludscment here 
began at Gods houtt, infomuch as the righteous fcarcety rperefavJ-. fo there ^the fiSiSb 

reS/S CC ^ f i° m the a ri g hle0U5 , who (hall thenceforth 

be laved with a mighty falvation.- to the utmoft Heb..7 25 * derm Beys. 

h ' y ’ Conlm ™ oratio n or an-honourable recital of all their good parts.and 
Jh™'w;rh , ,h'g°°<l womans that wafht his feet with her tears, and wiped ink., V. .. 
them with the hair of her head) togetherwith an open declaration of all their Id*' 4 
righeeoufnefle defired or doneaCw.y.ioand that with fuch fervency of afihdion 
in the judge, that he will fee and fet forth nothing but their goodnefie, not fo much 
as once mentioning their faults and frailties Afob.25.34 to 41. Forin this day of 
makmgoplus Jewels, hcmUfiarr th m as* ma „ f pa r e ,hZ cwn fa ,h M fair, h 
htm : their good works onely (hall follow them. Rev.id.is. J J ' 

Tenthiy Pronunciation of that fweeteft fentence of abfolution. Come ye buffed of IO * 
ZlfwA f? the JHHgdom prepared for you, from the foundation of the Math.25.34* 
"S’ tbac b r ca ^ hcs out “?^ing elfe but crowns, feepters , kingdoms 

glo ies, beauties, Angelical entertainments, beatifical vifions , unutterable ex- 
ftafies, fweeteft varieties, felicities, eternities. 

flf C |?fi , a n i. 0f r thC fen i CnCCj and firft u P° n the wicked. For although 11, 
fort S he d fL^ fakc^ ^ fcntcnccd> yccthe wickcd *aU.firft be executed, and Ill 

1. That they may re/oycc when they fee the vengeance, being whoUy fwallow- 
cd up with a zeal of Gods glory T/^.58.10. and 7910. S y 

• 2 Ji ^ru th c C ^ ma y. more acknowledge the greatnefle of their own felicity, 
in the fight of the others remedilefle raiftry.For thettyW^o away into everhfiing J’ 
eCCrn, E y °J ex . Cr L em ^ b « righteous into Ufe evehlafting MaUf.L. 

They (hall not onely fit with Chtiftas Aftttfours and approvers of this righteous Mlth l f* a8 * 
fentence, but the judgement once ended, they (hall triumphantly attend with him * V**' 6 2 *' 
into heaven, and there enjoy themoftexquifit and unmixed pleafures, the high- 

thefr nnmn^l if e AT C |i k 5 f enty W'thout want, and fulnefte without faticty. For Rer. 5 .^o. 
their apparrel it ftall be long white robes (waftied in the blood of the lamb) fuch 
as betoken perfeft purity, clarity , dignity, and feftivity. For their habitati¬ 
on, they «e (lately Manfions in a lightfom city. For their company, the facred 

y r ^"S e Js, the crowned Saints. And if it be fuch an honour to ^1,.., 

J Tlh rT and ,g rcat Plages, what is it then with the 
^ J? f p f 0ry5 and a11 tbofe A hea Jcoly courtiers, to enjoy the company of the 
blcfTed Patriarch es. Prophets, A port Ies, Martyrs, Cdnfeffoujrs, our deareft friends 
and acquaintance whom it is probable we (hall know:, as Adam did his wife 
Xnfof h figh ^ ln P a . radi k fe > and as Peter a » d IohndidMofes and £/^in that » rJ , ~ 

fI nn P r ^ heavensthc y had ln the monnt?Sure it is,wc (hal perfeftlylove them 
ourTovt£„\ nd re,0y ; em 35 niuch asin our own, whereby SdfCf . 

° m . b j , acc .ording to their innumerable number,multiplied and increafcd. « A«S«a« a 

i„S“ tj«'d'g n,t y, and glory, they (hall fit upon Chrifts throne with ptlms 
m their hands,apd crowns on their heads. Now beyond the ejcellency of a crown &aCh ’^ g - 
. “ en? wi(hes extend not. But the crown we are fpealdngof is a crown of 
glory x Pa. 3.4. A crown of righteonfneffe. 1 Tim. 4-8. A crown of life Um. 

1. 1%. an incorruptible crown 1 Cor.g. 25. A crown not confiding of feme pre- 

C10US 3 
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2 Cor. 12.4. 


Pfal.Kf.?. 
Saptfub ami- 
ta latitat fapi- 
entia vefte- 
Heb. 11 
Sic Brnii bi¬ 
otins apJH 
Plurarch.-cn- 
j Hsintiafoli- 
dum aurum 
coTneo velaba- 
turcortice. 
Job. 6 . 
Efay.5?.2 
Vttemplo Dei 
coTpor/tliter in 
eo habitants. 
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cious thing without us, but of royal excellency, fuch as.wherewith our fouls and 
bodies bedight and adorn’d fhall out-fhine the fun in his ftrength: what Hull I fay 
more ? but indeed why do I fay fo much ? For as one being asked what God ms, 
anfwercd. Si feirem, Dens ejfem. So if I fhould undertake to deferibe heavei^t 
were requifit, that I fhould have ‘been at heaven. And yet he that had been 
there ( St. Paul I mean)could fay no more then that he had heard there wordlefs 
words, words unfpeakable, not poflible to be uttered. And when hedothfpeak 
of heavens happineffe, he commonly ufeth a tranfeendent kinde of expreflion, as 
finding words too weak for fuch a purpofe. 

Lo thus (hall it be done to the man whom the king immortal will honour in 
the day when he makes up his Jewels. Confider him well, as God bad the devil 
do lob, and know that there is none like him in the whole earth again. Goe forth 
(faith the fpoufe) and behold King Solomon, with the crowns wherewith his 
mother crowned him, in the day of his efpoufals. So fay I, behold the godly 
. Chriftian as crowned with all the forenamed priviledges and ’prerogatives : look 
upon him as once the city of Shufhan did upon Mordecai when the king 
would do him honour, and then tell me whom you have to efteem and account o£ 
to fet up and fide with, to prize and prefer in your beft affections and exprefiions.- 
Notthe rich, but the righteous, not the great, but the gracious, not the worlds 
minions, though never fo accomplifhed with all the ornaments of nature, art, pol¬ 
itic* preferment, but Gods Jewels and darlings , righteous and religious 
perfons, thofe excellent ones of the earth, in whom was all Davids delight, and 
ftiould be ours alfo. Defpife them not for their outward meannefle : the true trea- 
fure is carried in earthen vefTels, and there may be a precious pearl in a leathern 
purfe : lokn Baptift had a girdle of skin about his Ioins,and Elias was a rough hairy 
man, for his outward habit it was courfe and homely. Thole ancient worthies 
went about the world in (h/pskins and goatskins , but they were like the Ark whofe 
out-fide was of goats-hair, and badgers skins, but the infide pure gold. Chrift 
himfelf whom that Ark typified, was hid for awhileunder the carpenters fon. The 
carnal Capernaites could fee nothing in him more then in another man, how can 
this man,laid they,give us bis flelh to eat? he had no form,nor comlinefie,faith that 
Evangleical Prophet, and when we lhall fee him, there is no fuch beauty that we 
Ihould defire him. And yet in him the God-head dwelt bodily, that is, perfonally : 
and in him were hid all the treafures ofwifdom and worth Colof.z. And the like 
may befaid of many a poor Chriftian caft out by the world as unworthy their 
company or countenance, but readily received, and highly honoured by God him¬ 
felf the blefted fpirit, and all men that have their fenfes exercifed to difeern good 
and evil. But as the root of leffe was rugged and unfightly, fo are his branches, 
many of them. Howbeit the kings daughter is all glorious within, that’s her com¬ 
fort, black fhe is, but comly as the curtains of Solomon, as the tents of Kedar which 
were rough, but rich, as pitcht in the deferts of Arabia. Godsfervants are called 
his Hidden ones . According to the falhion of the wealthy, he pleafeth himfelf in 
hidden treafure. It is enough that his own eyes behold his Jewels, and fuch to whom 
the father (hewes them, fhe ideots of the world fet a very low rate,a light price 
upon Gods precious ones: but its all the wit they ha ve,forwifdom is above to the f00- 
lift, faith SAomonJxc cannot skill of it. It fufficech towifdom that Iheisjuftified of 
her children, who know how to do her reverence, in what garb foever Ihe pleafe to 
fhew her fclf. I know thy poverty faith Chrift to one of thefeven churches, but that’s 
nothing. God hath chofen the poor of this world,rich in faith, to be he’ires of his 
kingdom in Chrift. Who can have the face to defpife any one for his outward wants 
and indigence, when Abraham the father of the faichful, and heir of the world,had 
not a foot of land, that he could call his own, more then a burying-place ? when 
Chrifts mother was not wealthy enough to bring a lamb for her purification ? when 
Chrift himfelf had not twentypence at hand to pay the tribute mony,nor a pillow to 
reft his head on, when tired out with hard coile and travel? And who oVother-fide 
would admire any for his worldly wealth,and outward magnificence when Tharaohs 
horfes hadcoftly trappings Qant. i,8.and the Midianites camels had ehainesof gold 
about their necks? Ittdg.% 16. when Dives ruffl cs in his filkes every day, and Herod 
gutters inhiscloth offilver; who yet to the eye of heavenly wifdom were no bet¬ 
ter 


_ C Phe Kig htcous mans Tftcompence. 907 

fer then lb many (Unking carafes ftuck over with flowers, magnified Jure '- 

guildcd I'octenncs, golden damnation ? who knowes not how fliarlly Sc fame's 
takes up the parciall Chriflians of his time, for admiring mens eafe, wealth 
and pomp, rather then grace, and true fpirituall worth > This, faith he, is to defpHc 
Chrilb poor, and to be judges of cvill thoughts. Vcrtue is a thoufand Efcuche- 
ons faith one , and ic is grace alone that animated) and ennobleth all other 

L> wh |‘ h .«■* - »«wry bugle, faith H,Zl JEf**- 
I ft P ? rc ° f P i KC - or as g° ld to . hrafle, faith B*r*,rd ■ M'liv'fit.l- 
a a little of the paleft and counterfeit gold, is far better then much of the Itnsaw *m 
fineitand Ivightcftbralfc.- fo isthc mcaneft of Gods fervams better then the 

ktlTce,t C “hc S m M ‘ OUSWOrldin3that CVCI tf ° d UpOU “*% mould ’ “I & 

Mr. tax, when he was asked whether he knew a certain poorc man who t,yKobMiu 

Tr d n.?^!.' rC r I UCC °" r , fr0 . min J ti . mC of tronbIe - “fwered, I remember him well.- 
I tell y°u, I forget Lordi and Ladies to remember fuch. 

SECT. XI. 

Exhortation to pratlife holincjfe , that isfo honoured. 


F ourthly, are thofe thar arc found faitbfull fo highly honoured in heaven ? V/e 4. 

This,mc-thinks,fhouId much raife the price ofrcligfon,and bring gcdlineffe into J * 
greater requeftamongft all thofe that would be of any reckoning, S or repute with 
God at that day It will.go to the hearts of ungodly men, I wot well ro fee 
iome of all forts fitting down with Abraham, Jjaac , and Jacob, in the kingdome Rev 21.-8. 

hfvcdifdainedlo h m C r S °u do g s ; » fuch as the'ywould Joh.a 9. 

have dddamedto have fee with the dogs of their flocks, to be fee then upon 

thrones judging their judges, and having power over the Nations, tobinde fheir 
Kings \Uth chasms, and their Nobles With fetters of iron ; To execute upon them 
toe judgments written, and yet this honour have alibis Saints ( Pfal. 149. fl Q i. Cor 2 

faU m thC Ap f 1 ^ lh3t the Saints ftali the world ) yea • 

the angkls. Who would not therefore rule With Gvd y ^ j H dah, by labouring^ 
be f aitnfnil With his Satnts ? Hof. n. 1 r. We ice with what a deal of calcr- 
h ^ n ° ursand ortlce S rlch and great places arc fought and purlued 
a f e nc , v /r S aII ®P s faft enough to fetch in profit and preferment. 

Sec but a wedge of gold in fight, and loflma that could ftop the courfe of the 
bun , cannot itay Achan from courting and catching at it. And vet what Irtc 'pt e t*Uium 
arc riches, and honour, but golden gy ves the Noble miferies of this wretched IT 1600 
life ? And wha: do they that arc io let upon them ( with the ncglcfl of hca- ZZ ZfZ 

tovot hl f,ew’h n h th H r Ca,th . ofa . bctt<!r worlli ) but P r «f“ the onions of "muUnfin 
ypt beforcthc bread of angels, paltry pibbles before precious pearlcs thick 
clay before pure gold, counterfeit coinc before true trealurc ? Oh fee and be- V" bm V' 
wade this fo great a folly in your felves and others : and ( for future learde 

and'mn'e P '| n j, Ua f “ be °f g rsc<: > t0 encroach upon God for more 

and more of his favour and fcllowfhip as Aloft, did. Exod. i- I3 , , 

17, 18, ip. & chap, 34. 9. To be ambitious of peace i The(f. 4 it contend e- 

of pleafing God 2 Cor. %. 9. J 0 fcck for Hnnn L r, u M*, re ^ CKt renon 
Ron -) ^ Trs kr. r io ICCK tor Honour and glory by well-doing panarisabalio 

il 1 * 7 err. , be °f thc bccter I Cor. 12/31. To purfu? « Eraf. 

C u S f Gt Ch / ft)havin S as it were in chafe ( as St. Paul Z'^Sum- 

bad B- 4 - •’) as the hunter hath his prey, or as the pcrfecucer hath him tae ft mtt . a P ho -- 

; H = ba d onceb C en mid ^perfecuting 

it. And bicached out tbrcatmngs, lay panting, as it were for breath like a 

nWH V h < r 9 ‘ t N ? w when God had turned the ftreame, he was ' 

judged by fotnc as mad the other way. 2 Cor. v. 13. Whilft knowing rbr 

poHcv'andtemt-fh’ft 6 ^ andinthc mea ne-while 5 he laid his £erelZ . 

p y and bent his beft wits ( as thc word there fignifies) to keep a good con- refurrelimem 

fciencc, that richeft treafure, and raoft precious Jewell, that ever the heart of ^'* 1 °- Be V‘ 

man was acquainted with. Z- z z SEC T ' 5r6OT0 ' 
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Ier.S 1,2 

AvJ'i‘J{ tvjL- 
If ^9.Vp- 
[JLW. L'bg. 
J.H.'e. titi acccn. 
J .J rhmnem 

sffipus 
Jpm [tdijs 
btjhrwiji 
hw taiione 
vigen, & ra¬ 
ti,me non vi- 
ver.s. Hern in 
Cant.* 5 Kalb 
one homines 
j« r enris rcii- 
gimc homines 
bominibus an- 
tejiani■ Boet: 
cte i unfit. 1 4. 
profit. Ultra 
homines prove 
, nitprobitasfi- 
ladnfra hvnt- 
ntm tietrudit 
improbitas tb. 

yV>kV\]fAiVQV 
ex A/ei* 
v&. Horn. 


Viri annis part- 
ttifqi obfiti- 
Melanflhon 
apud Ioh. 
Manl.ltc.com. 
pag.tfi. 


T O quicken you to the purfuit and praftife of this duty. Confidcr that Grace 
is the only thing that God looks alter in this world. God looked down from 
heaven faith David , upon the funs of men, to fee, not who were wealthy, witty, 
mighty , magnificent &c. but to ice it there were anj that did under ft and or fought 
God And he bids the Prophet ftrtmy run to and fto through the ft nets of jerufa* 
lent , to lie if he could hndc a man , that is,a righteous man that tearcch God and 
kept his comrnandements : Hoc eft cnim tot us homo , for this is the whole man 
1 'airh Solomon. And it is as if he Ihouldfay, He is notacomplcat tmn that's 
voyd ol Gods holy fear , framing him to obedience, though otherwife never fo 
weJ: acconipltfned. This is that whereby one man doth as far exccil another ,as any 
mansxcelis a bealf,faith Bernard and Boetitts. The righteous is more exccllcnc rben 
his ncighi>our,:aith Solomon ,let him dwell where he will. He is of better birth and 
breedug,of better alliance and atcndance, of better place and office,of higher degree 
und dignity.The Holy Ghoftllilcth fuch the Robles ofthe earth P/.itf.3.honoura* 

- ble perfonages Pjal. 45. 9. plants- t renown, Ejay s.j.privy.couiicellours to the 
great King Pjal. 25. 14. Princes in all lands Pjal . 45. i6..Kings and Priefts to 
[ G'd Rev. 1. y* yea h gher then heathen kings Pjal. 89. 27. and better then 
thoie mighty Monarks Dan. 7. 57. Where it is very remarkable, that the Pro¬ 
phet having fet forth the greatncile and glory of the Prinpcs, Potentates a< d migh¬ 
ty rtates in the four Monarchies, comes tofpeak at laft of a kingdeme which i- the 
greatert under the whole heaven, and that is the kingdomc of the faints of the 
moft High. 

* Hence is it chat God himtelf makes a challenge to all the world befides in the be- 
halfofhislfracl Dent. 3 3. 29. Happy art thou O ifrael: who is like unto thee O 
’ people laved by the Lord ! meaning indeed, chat no Nation under heaven , how 
happy fo ever , was comparable to them. And hence it is alfo that the kings of 
the earth {hall bring their glory to the church ( as Conftantine did ) and coming to 
fee, ( as Theodoftus did) an excellency in grace, a beauty in holineffe above any 
outward trappings, they fhall leave the throne and palace to feck the fweet delights 
of the fjithfull, and to fing their fongs, Pfal. 138. 4, j. <t/Encas Sylvius relates 
of Ingo King oi Dmves and Veneds , that making on a time a (lately feaft, h<* invi¬ 
ted thereunto all his Nobles ( at that time Pagans ) together with a multitude of 
poor chriflians. His Nobles he fet in his hall below, and thofe poor Chriflians 
withhimlelf inhis prcfcnce-chambcr , giving them all royall entertainment and 
attendance. At which when his Nobleswondred and ftomacked, he told them this 
he did,not as he was King of Draves, but as King of another wo; Id, wherein thefe 
poor ragged people fhould be his compeeres and fellow-Princes; Thcfc Heathen- 
Nobles might haply ftumble hereat, as the Saracen Piince once did at abkclpcech 
of Charles the g eat His cuflome was to have ever at his meals a board of beg- 
gers, feeding not farr from his table. This Prince Aigoland (forfo was the Sa¬ 
racens name ) coming gallantly accompanied to the French Court,pretending that he 
t . would be baptized, and become a Chriftian , and being fearted by King Charles , 
asked what thofe Lazars and poor people were ? Anfwcr was returned, that theie 
were the friends and fervants of our God, whom we Chriflians worfhip. 
Whereupon he fpeedily departed , defperately protefting, that he would not 
’ ferve that God which could keep his fervants no better. This min knew not.that 
God hath chofcn the poor of this world, rich in faith , to be heirs of hi* king- 
dome of glory. Smyrna the pooreil of the feven Churches hath the richcft price 
fet upon it. The poor man indeed fpeaks fupplications, and the rich man anfwc- 
reth him roughly. The world defpifeth the poor though never fo vetcuous, as 
the Prodigalls elder-brother did him, This thy fon laith he, not this :ny brother, 
hedifdainstocall him brother, bccaufe of his poverty. So doth not the Lord 
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Chrift. Of Q S? m : EIil.k,h ftfc&iu, that Ihe hated no left., thendidU*^-~ 

dates, fuch as maliaoufly perfccuted vertue forfakenof fortune rw,-. nnr. 

bondflave fifa free-man of Chrift ) when he fuffers hard words, and ill ufa|e from Ms j*. * 
hismaftcr for well-doing, doth herein finde acception with God 1 Tet 2 , c 
20. Be a man never fo poor in eftate, if withal! he be poor in fpirit and nm-rfn 
heart, the kingdomc of God is his, Mat. 5. 3. GodiLd® 

^r ld d commc . ch f f tby observation, neither confiileth in meat and drink, 
in pomp and outward fplendour,buc m nghteoufnes and peace ( as did that of Mel 
c^fedech ) and joy in the holy Ghoft , unfpeakable and glorious/oy, concerning 
which hear him that had felt it, and (poke by experience - Certain inW Mr * 
htc Reverend Writer ) that if .man crowncdwithrhc roynlirU andt, ^fSS 
pen. command of all the kingdomes upon earth, if his heart were enlarged to’ 
the utmoftofall created capacity, and filled with all the exquifitc, and unmixed 
plcafurea that the reach of mortality and moft ambitious curiofity could poffiblv 

? ght ( u lth ° Ut i T rrU E Cl ° n and cr >°y thcm chs length of the 

worlds duration, they were all nothing to the precious an d peericire comforts of 
the kingdomc of grace but even for an hour. Ifpeak the truth in Chrift, and 
nfe no hyperbole the girit of al comfort, and confciences of all true chrifliar^ 
bearing me wKnefte. HithertoHc and I cannot better conclude this difeourfc, 
then hedoth that, with a little alteration. Be weal! entreated with a proportio- 
i e . f Iea f and fc F, vcnc y j° f chne a J d ^largc our affciflionstothe purfuiteand 
praiftifeoffo excellent and glorious a happinefle, that God may guide as with hit 
coun fell,and afterwards receive us to his glory Vftal. 73. ** 

Sect. xiii. 

Let the Saints fee their dignity , and he thankful!. 

TAftly, let Gods Jewels be hereby excited to a double duty. 

XLt t . Let thcm be pj/full in glory , let them ftng nhud upon their beds. Let the ' ■ 

hsgh pratfes of God he tn.thesr mouths , and a tVo-cdgedfword he in their hands pfal 

W,” ^ low degrta rc/oyce in that he is exalted (to that 

Chriftian pantyfpokenof 3 . ^Obhctherichinthatheismadelow.- that 
i* * is taken off from that high efteem he once had of outward honour and 

excellency before hisconverfion: whereaanow he feetli they arc but fading flow¬ 
ers, thingsnotworth the while: and is therefore called upon here to reioyce in 
that true treafure, that fcllowes him with his poor brother, poor in purfe but " 

2 :h ,S faKh 1 *. bef ? re in the bell things though fa?behinde h m iri 

worldly weakh and worfhip. Thebeftis , that in Gods kingdomemoney“cars 
no maftery, ( as that Martyr laid ) neither is there refpeft of perfons with God 

r ?? k and dc § rCC ° f peopIe * be thac fcarcth him and worketh righte- 
b, S hI y accepted in.xeaven. One fuch fhall ftand before him to fume ^ 
Sr a A ^ Abraham and L 0 f,whcn ten thoufaod Sodomites fhall not be look- 
“ “P® 0 ;. And this is that that may flay up the heart of a poor defnifed chrirtiah 
agai^ft aft the contemptsTan^oppofitions of the ungodly. * God is his cold and his 

Cold hi?Pod C { f Z C rl' doth r any C0vet0U9 P 8rf on fo entirely love hts 

H^r/ur df u- f by / hH ' hld trcafure » as God doth by his dear childrens 

f f ^ r .° hlS .°W n (willnotevery InfidcUdoas much? ) andmakesmi " 
in the Ark ^ 9 ^ ^ t ^*' S'? dcn . b ‘ s gr acious providence; as he did 

A , k * >n thepnton-court a X^inhisPachmos, ashecalledit &c. 

rieht^Ifn fl ,d,yr i S ^*'? WW *? 1 ? 8 * : . andclcarthir innocency, bring forth their FUf** • 
in 8 the w 38 hC ,§hC 3 tbcif Jud e ementa * the noon-day. The Church - 
in the Canticles was wounded by the wacch-men as an evill-doer, judg'd as a difho- 

f«?on- OI tW hS°W f6Ct wonW. not abide in herhoufe, rto no^ntheni^ 
noteofin&m b i f d t0 t° k r wa 7 hcr vail > landing her thereby witha 

5.° hfer and fte wentto look ***&*" 

ut Cant. 5. 7 . All which notwiihftanding the daughters of jcrulalcm 9 the 

Zizz ’truly 
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The Righteous mans Recommence . 

truely religious, difcetncd her beauty in the dark night of her tribulation, and con. 
feffed that ftie was fair and glorious. Chap, c.i . Chrift alfo parting by her former 
remiffeneffe, and unworthy ufage.’qf him, profefleth that fhewas as amiable in 
his eyes as ever : her hair,teeth, temples, all, as fair and well featured, yea that fhe 
was fair as the Moon, cleer as the Sun,that Sun of righteouftaefTe, having blotted out 
all her fins, as a cloud, Jfa. 44.z2.fo that none of her tranfgrcrtior.* could be found: 
though lpokt for, Jer. 50. 20. but every tongue that rofeupagainfthcrfhouldfhc 
condemn,/fr.54.17..Further,he hath provided that every body do love and honour 
his pcople,he hath given a charge to that end in diverfe fcriptures.Now wjhat is wan¬ 
ting in men,himfelf will make up,honoring & pleading for them in the hearts of their 
very enemies, who cannot but be confounded many times, and fta’nd amazed at the 
height of fpirit, and refolution that pofleffeth their hearts^ and at the fober and 
undaunted majefty that ftiines iri the faces of thofe that fear the Lord. Now if he 
fay, Grace, Grace unto us, it ftiould fuffice to encourage u*in building the-towre 
of godlinefle. Yea it ftiould make us hold out, to lay the very lafiftone thereof with 
3 °y > Zaeb. 4.7. being vexed at nothing more then at the vile dulneffe of our hearts 
that are no more affefted with theft indeleble raviftimen’ts. ? 
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Let the Saints, fee their duty andb e care full. 

2. Next, as Gods fervants muft fee their dignity, and take comfort in ii fo 
muft they alfo look to their duty, and take care about it. And thisis to walk wor¬ 
thy of the high and heavenly vocation wherewith they are called : remembring 
alwayes, that they arc a chofcn generation, a royall priefthood, a peculiar people 
the light of the world, the fait of the earth to feafon the reft, a city feated on an 
hdl, confpicuous to all the countrcy. The Sunne may go affoon unfeen, as they 
unobferved : there are that watcb for their halting, and fnatch at any thing, where¬ 
at they may. Inarl and cavil ; be it but an indifereet fpeech that falls fromInch, it's 
enough to break down the banks of bJafphcmy. Ob labour to filencc thefe abfurd 
men, to ftop an open mouth, to cut off all occafion of obloquy. Any fpot is fpied in 
white apparrell, and the leaft ftam doth evil upon a royall robe. A fmall flaw in 
a jewel is a great blemifti, and fo is a fmall defied in a Chriftian. His heart ismade 
pure by the blood of Chrift, and fine white linen is fooner and deeper ftained then 
courfe rags. Therefore are. fuch worfe, faith Salvia*, though they be no worfe 
then others, becaufe they ought to be better. Adde hereunto, that it is fome fin- 
gular thing that God requires of his fervants. He will take that from Phiiiftines, 
that he will not brook from Ifraelites; who thought they might carry Gods Ark in 
a new-cart, as thofe Pagans had done before them, but they payed for their pre- 
fumptjon. Greateft States afford leaft liberty. His Saints are round about him* 
4 n .. J 1 8 ° 0dA ? ge i S ? thcy ftanda,wa y s in the prcfcnce of their heavenly Father. 
AH holy circurafpection therefore and' exad walking is required of thfem. evpn 
an excellency above ordinary. Every Galling hath a comelineffe appertaining to it. 
The Schoiler behaves himfelf otherwife then the clown, th*e Courtier then the car¬ 
ter, the Prince then the pefant: fo ftiould a Chriftian otherwife then an unbcicev'er, 
then aprofligate profeffour, acarnall Gofpeller. He fhould walk nobly, bravely , 
gallantly, worthy of God, and hs becometh a Saint, confidering that of Bernard, 
P C r Vr y ^ nCc ^P r, ^ e °f his, an liceaty an deceat, an expediutx whether the thing bee 
aw ull;, feepily, fuitable to his.flpte. Not ftretching alway to the ut-moftof his 
c^iani,) left he break a link, but beating off a follicitation to finne, as Nehemiah did 
tocowardizc. Shall fuch a man as 1 do it ? God’ forbid that I fhoUld part with my 
patrimony,, faid Naboth : that I ftiould' leave my fat, and my fwcct, faid the Vine 
in Iffhams parable: that! ftiould look Back with Lots wife, having fetmyhand 
to thrifts plow: that I fljould flinch from my colours, having taken his prefle- 
money, Qiigrace his-houfe, being received into his retinue. Great things are be- 
.Jtowcd upon me, great things are expeded from me. Every mercy calls for dutyc 

«very 


every aeuverancc commands obedience. God hath elededmefor a veffelofho 
nour, fliall I defile my felf with the kitchin-ftuffe of uncleannefle ? He hath bought 
me with a price • fliall not I yeeld my felf up to his fervicc ? He hath adopted 
mefor his child e ,ftiaU not I carry my felf as a childe ? he hath fandified me bv 
his fpirit,ftialll pohute Ins temple? He hath inrightedme to a kingdom, and keeps 
a crown for me,fliall I lay it to gage for ever trifle?ftiall ITay with Wwhat is this 
birth-right? Oh let there be no root of bitcerneffe, no profane perfon amongft you, 
as Efiiu who for one morfel ofmeat fold his birth-right, and is therefore fo often - 
branded for it with This is Edom. 


CHAP. IIII. 


God is a Father to all his fait hfnilfervants. 

And I will/pare them, as a manfparetbhis own fon that 
fearetb him . 

S racious ref petfsand high honours the Cod of heaven puts upon 
V V the perlons ofchemrhat fear him, both fmall and great, hath been faid 
already. That which follows in the text, concerned their performances For 
every childe in Gods houft know's his own work j in doing whereof as there is <r r eat 
reward, lo there is no Jictk favour {hewed him, in cafe it be not all out fo well done. 
For I will [pare them, faith the Lord of hofis, as a man fparc-h his own fon that ferves 
fa, I will be no leffe propmous unto him, then is the moft indulgent parent 
to his moft obedient childe. f'idemus ergo See. We fee then, faith judicious Cal- 
vm, the Prophets purpofein this preciouspromife. 

1. 1 hat they fhal ferve Cod,and ferve him as fons do,that is,ingenuoufly and freelv 
2 That God will gracioufly accept the fervice of fuch, caking in God part from 
them what they are able, and pardoning the reft. 

Thefe are his notes upon the text, and thefe fliall be ours. 

1. That God is a father to all his faithful fervants .• He looks upon fuch as ferve 
him in fincerity as upon fonsand daughters. 

2. That he will furely fhew like mercies and mildneffe to his children in their 
faults and failings, in their wants and weakneffes,as the kindeft father would do J 
to hisdeareft fon chat ferveth him- 

For the former point: The promife of pardon is here fitly made Cub patris 
parabola, faith G.tahher, under the fimilitude of a father. And the fenfe is thus ' 
much, Jaich another Interpreter, .- although I feem for a time to the blinde moles 
of the world, to be negligent of thofe chat are diligent about me, of my beft and 
bufieft fervants ; yet 1 think upon them ftill as my deareft children, and when 
I may be thought moft carelcffe and cruel cowards them, then am I a moft propi¬ 
tious and fin-pardoning father, fully reconciled unto them in Chrift for there 
comes in the kinred, according to chat of our Saviour in his meffage bv Mary 
to his d.ftreffed difciples after his refurredion, Iafcend unto your father, and my 1 
father, mine and yours, and therefore yours bccaufe mine. For as many as recei¬ 
ved him,fauh St. John, to them he gave priviledge to become the fons of God I 
And again, when the fulneffe of time was come, faith another Apoftle, Godfent 
forth hisfon (his natural, onely begotten fon) made of a woman (and fo bvper- 
fonalumon ofthe two natures in one Chrift, his fon by a new relation, according C 
to that, 1 his day have I begotten thee, and all to the end , ; that we may receivt 
the adoption of Ions. That we which by nature were children of wrath, and bv 
praftife children of the devil, might by divine acceptation and grace be made 
the children of God: who had predefined us unto the adoption of children by 
Jej us thrift to himfelf, according to the good pleafure of his will, to the praifeofthe 
glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved One. E 
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Sect. i. 

%£afo»s hereof drawn from the caufes. 

Reaf. i. TN which heavenly Text, we have the firft and chief ground of this doftrine, 
Xdrawn from the caufes of our fpirituai fonfhip. 

1. The fundamental and original caufe, Gods decree of election by grace; wc 
have an a <ft for it in 'Gods eternal counfcl. According as he hath chofen us in 
Chrifi before the foundation oftheworld&c.Vot which caufe alfo the predeftinatc are 
called the Church of the firft-born who arc written in heaven. Heb. 12.2 ^ > And whom he 
did foreknow, faith Saint Paul, them he did predeftinate alfo to be conformed to 
the image of his fon : like him in glory, as well as in fufferings, like in being f>ns, 
as he is a fon,that he might be (even according tohishumanity) the fir/l-born among 

Rom.8.29. many brethren. 

2. The meritorious and procuring, or working caufe of our adoption, is here 

fet forth to be the Lord Chrifi-, in whom he (as a father) hath blcjfsd us with 
allJpiritttalbleflings m heavenly 1 Lings .3. but all in Chrifi-, and "all in this 

order- A chriftian by the Gofpel is made a beleevcr. Now faith afteran unfpeak- 
able manner engrafteth him into the body of Chrifi: the natural fon. and hence we 
become the adopted fons of God .-it being the property of faith to adopt as well 
as to juftifie, rattonc ob]cEH by means of the objeft Chrifi, upon whom faith lay- 
eth hold. For ye arc all the children of Godbyfaith inChrifiJijits Gal. 3. 2 6 . Chil¬ 
dren,! fay, not by creation as sAAim is called the fon of God Luk^ 3- becaufe he 
was produced in the fimilitude ofGod; but by marriage and myfttcal union with 
Chrifi the fecond Adam , the heir of all, who hath 

1. Laid down the price of that great priviledge Heb. 9.1 5. even his ownmoft 
precious blood,redeeming us thereby that were under the law, that we might re¬ 
ceive the adoption of fons GaU\ 5. 

3. He hathfealedit up to us by his fpirit,chatearneft of our inheritance Eph. 1. 
13 -called therefore the fpirit of adoption, and the fpirit of Gods fon (as fpringing 

•Rom.8.15. out of his death, and procured by his intcrceffion) For becaufe ye are fons, God 
joh.1tf.14. hath fent forth the fpirit of his fon into your hearts crying Abba, father. 

Gal 4.6 3. Hereisthe motive and impulfive caufe.- and that is the good pleajttre of his 

will , his abfolute independent grace and mercy was the foie induftive. He giveth 
J° h, j ,!2 us this dignity, faith St Iohn in his Gofpel. And what more free then gift? he fhew- 
a Tim” VvJt. ctl1 us this love > he in Ills e P*ftk, becaufe it was the time of love, that we fhotild 

be called the fons of God. So that our Adoption is not a priviledge purchafed by con - 
Rom 8 22 trad of juftice, but an inheritance caft upon us of free grace and goodnefTc. The 

ProT.1tf.4-* Lord merc ) t0 Onejtphortts in that day when our adoption fhalbe crowned with its 
ful accomplifhment. Lafily here we have the final caufe of our adoption, lepr ifeof 
the glory of his grace. This is the end God propounds to bimfelf in this, as in all other 
his works, as having none higher thcnhimfelf, to whom to have refped, for he is 
the raoft higheft- God hath made all things for himfelf, yea the wicked alfo 
for the day of evil: viz., for the glory of his Juftice and power (as he told 'Pharaoh 
^OOT.9.17. Jbutefpccially of his grace.- fith all that his juftice doth in the Repro¬ 
bation of fome, tendeth to this ultimate end of all, that the riches of his grace 
may be the more difplayed in the eleftion of others. 

Sect. ii. 

Rjafons from the ejfefts of his father-hood. 

A Second reafon followeth from the effe&s, and thofc are no lefie demonftrative 
of the point then the caufes. 

Thefe ar« 1. Gods fatherly affc&ions. 2, His expreffions, both which fpeake 
him a father to all his. 


For 


Thy Rig hteous mans Recompence. ^ 

• loi hi^afTedion,'“firfi, to hispeoplcT^Albeit - 

dren, yet he loves them more Sen any mturall f.Th- l.u ^ Ad ° P ' e L d ch,1 ‘ 

Hence he is called the fa, he. by an eminence as if A d * °wn bowels. 
none like him, none befidcs him, a S ”“d"ed’th re ™ ”S f?th " to bim > 

Called he is the father of all mercies rht. fi,. . - ^ ° r, S ,nalI y and properly, 

found in any father - all is but a fpark of hre fl ° ainCo ^ ahthat mercy; that is E P h - 3-*5 
islHIed thffother hiS wS c 

Saviour, Call no man, faith He, your father on earth f ' ® ce a £° our rentcU. 

eV Flrft° a d frh T ° ^;i^t f ° tOnCKy0ar fithW * 

or wel favour'd,°aribrthat n he te m Ms hf °T|! ,at,,iSC j ild is witt >'’ "wealthy, rpimamt 

5 * 83 : 

he loves lmchild as^wdlTf nof bettefthcn^himSf an a °V°r ln - a j'o"' 5 rart: 
bis exedlive love to his unnaturall Abfo/nJ^ wu 1 ? l° r ** twuccd Davtd with 
rable, incomprehcnfible love in God tiCard h * ir ° an ' mm f fc . i ncompa- frlZZt’i! 

of love, .4 f ajip„ g r a dS 

Sons. It is higher then heaven PUl '6 9 < dirr.cn- fapfimof,. 

Iongcr then the earth, and broader then the ri' A?FI then hel! Pf “ L 8<S - fif 

transcendent, boundleffc, bottomlelfclove, v/fJiKi'/J/f' I' ° 4 ' ^ '■ 
turall parents, which yet is wonderons ereat Plo, * boveth f' ovc of % 
EuMnfimtly flaort of God.love. i« o?Vt.* 3 ' ^ ^ ^ 

be never fo uncoward and c irbf thoag ? his child 
everlifting. F-fay p. d. & 40 I4 Hl - n e 'wd a( f>ng father, fo is his love 

He cannot grow out of kind! no t'he H P ? . fi °" S faiIe noc - L ‘ ,m - 3- 22 . 

faith theevangelilf, to ,hc ,»lh, M li “T® - h !t ° wn . 

be, bate he cannot.- hide his face he mavfor a » r h;iJ' h ] ^ r . 0 , J' n he can » lf need 
nmg towards them, his bowels are turned him “l- hlS heart - ,s evferca r- 

d(ed together.- fcogfccthem he doth f oth P rT rc P entIn & 5 are kin- 

a'ud J/ZZly£* tb ” ^* ut ^ her 

thee. 1 w ll not not not tor fake thee. The Fathers faid ’ 1 noc leavc ’ 3 * 

may, under a faire pretence of zeale raft f a ^g ov ernours of the Church 

fed: but then ih.ll God appear^o 1 ° ^ J Cttl ? e Lord be gloru . 

^6. 5. The fathers of our flefh are mnr/hf’ “"i f" a ^ed. E/ay 

father of light is no fhaddow of change with the J»W 7 

any alteration. s * s lovcial reth to all eternity without 

Sect. in. 

Other reaftntfrtm the .felts of hi,fatherhood. 
r^ Wa ^ el *h^ C ^^ o^cMtoTciw wo!^^^ ^opfiou of children £p6. i. 4.' 

iou" in th ' bi « h t‘»nd dyebeforfmar'll ^ 

childe by his fathers. P *” “* mtohls °wn name,^whereby we are called as a MatTan,] 

2- He loves the very places they firft breathed in the better for their lakes PJ.86. 7. 

and 
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and the very ground they tread upon. Hcncc Judara, the feate of the church, Is 
Z2ch.7.i4 called a delightfomc land Mai. 3. 12. the glorious land, the land of defires or 
: oni.4. • 3 • ornaments Dan. 11. 41. yea Canaan, for this, is called the whore world,and Tabor 
Pfjl.89.12 an( j Hcrmonis put for the Eaft and Well of the world. 

3 He ebargeth all forts,as they love him to love his lamb$,his little ones, to handle 
them gently for his fake. He feeds them with fincere milk (beaming from thofe full- 
foutting breafls of confelation , the lively oracles , he brings them forth butter in 
Afl y 7 ’ U “lordly difb Judg. 5. 25. he makes them ready and unready, as new-borne-babes, 
Ezck.35.25 lulling them afleep in a holy (ecuiity, (hifeing them in their feapes by th zelean 
water of his fpirit in their ian&ifitation , and the clean limieu of Chrifts rightcouf- 
nefv in their juftification. He keepeth them from fire & from water,the fii c of temp¬ 
tation which the Dragonlpeis,and the water of perlecution which he (pews out of 
Rev 12 4 rs mouth , as a fioed, to drown the t avelling church, and to devour her babe as 
x ‘ ‘ J idon as it was borne. 


All this God doeth for his children afloon as they arc any thing. Afterwards,as they 
grow up to any bigncllc, he bea.es them in hi. bolorne as a rurfirg- father bears the 
1 Thef2.7 . fucking child Mum. 1 f • I carr'us tbux inhisarmes till luch time as they can go 

Eft. 4 5 . 4. guides than with i is tje when they begin to finde their feet ( 1 taught 
Ephraim alio to go , eahj-g t l )im by their armes Hof 11^3. leads them in his hand, 
as a horfe its tbe\~til.icrne£e EJ. 6-7. 13. if the way be too rough for their tender feet, 
or too long for their fho.t legs , be lifts ihe.n over by his lprrit, he chargcth alfo 
h s angels to bear them in 1hc.11 hands, who are as glad of fuch an office as the fer- 
vancs are to get their youg matter in their armes. Ii’s certain that no yong Prince 
goes better guarded an:l attended then a thilde of God. Heb. 1. tilt. 

Next for their d.et and app.irrell : God feeds his children with the kidnyes of 
wheat, with the hidden Manna, with the bread or lde, with the belt of the beflr, 
Gen .47 12 fat thingc/V-' of marrow, wines o» the lees well refined Ifa. ay 6 . Thus he nourifh- 
Asl^'ija^ 5 edi them ( as Jfeph did his fathers family in Egypt)as a little chi/d is nourifhed. And 
nSntrvuUAv for appasrell they have it of ih e fineft. Bring forth the bed robe, and thebeftring 
sofTOi'«;%»• & c . the rightcoufnefle of the <aint«, even the red upper-coat of Juft.fication, and 

^‘driufdcb the white undcr-coac of (andification. They arc ever in their holy.day cloaths, 
Prov.i tlicir frfthratl apparrcll every day-being tile chriftian mans hok^lay, and behaving 
within him a continuall feaft. ™ 


, _ 6 . For their teaching and tuition, they are all taught of God Efay 54. 13, 

Prov.i .4^ who 1. by his word makes them wife to fa Iv at ion , gives fnbtlety to the fimple , 

ixiyyt*. and to the yog man knowledge and diferetion. 2. by his lpirit of revelation cenvin- 

loh.15.8 re: b them of their falfc principles, rcfells their fallacious reafonings , utiteachcth 

Eph 5.9 th in the devih learning F and then leads them into all truth and goodneffe .• for 

Such comfort the fruit of the Jj/irit is in all goodneffe , righreoufiteffc and truth. And of this teach- 
thcre is in ing fpeaketh St. Paul 1 7 htf. 4. o. and St- John 1 Epift. 2. 27. 

Cbrifi; pro- v 7 , Next for their delight and recreation, he allowesthcm his garden to walk 
C c ? ce ? h but iliro * his wine-cellar to go down into. He plcafeth himfclf wondroufly in their 
in th?womb) company , be they but two or three of them , he is in the midft ; as once he 
as it made made the third with thofe two going Erxaus. He fets them between his legs (as 
hhn t-> fpring. j t were ) fo fome read that text Dent 33. 3, He loved tho people and ( as aneffeft 
Sbbiti/er Pen- thereof ) they fat do\X>n at thy feet , or , they were jet between thy feet , as the fa- 
tsg Buxtorf thers darlings. Mo 'eover, when he hath them there , he rcjoycetb over them 
L exic.rartw: with joy jea he rejojeeth oner them with finging. Zeph. ? 3. 17. like as earthly parents 
Harm - . dandle, dance, and fitig iheir little ones upon their knees. 

ant pine- 1 S Further, he is wondrous choyce and chary of his children, fo that he cannot 
wind, the abide the cold wind ftould blow upon them. The fun mn(l not [mite them by day, nor 

South ache- the moon by night , and what wind foe ver blow, whether North or South (arifl 

rilhing wind, w h at more contrary then thofe ? } they muft blow good to Gods children Cant. 4. 
the faints. D ult - In a word > he thinks nothing good that he hath to himfclf, except they may 
Sibbts. " * (harea part. And is not this the part ofa loving parent ? 

8. Laftly , formatter of maintenance , and outward fubfiftencc, y our hca- 
-• veuly father knowes that yc need thefe things alfo Mat. 6. 32. and 1 it’s enough for 

vouihat he knowes it. He holds them to hard-mcat iometimes, but then they 


have it of frcc-coft, when the wicked pay dearc for their tid-bits, and dainty 

mocfels. 
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tnorfels. Their meat is fawccd, and their drink fpiced wiclTthe wrath of God, 
lob to. 14. their very tablc is afnareto them. The Inne-keeper gives his guefts * 

the befts diflies, but referves the inheritance for his children: fo here, God gives 
his people mony in their purles, fo much as will ferve turneto bcare their char¬ 
ges home, to buy them needfaries, and to keep them true men at leaft; though 
they have not to lavifli and riot, becaufe he knows their weakneffe that way - 
and therefore holds them ( moftly ) to ftraigbt. allowance. Not out of niggar- 
dize, Imuftiellyou.* for he could beteemethem moremeanes, and fo he doth 
alfo to fome of his better children, that have grace to ufe it, and make them 
friends with it. But the lefs he allowes them here, the more he layes up for them 
in heaven. ?fal.%9 . 28 , &31, 19. And when they are once come to the full 
ftatore ofa man in Chrift ( for now they are in their nonage ) the whole inheri¬ 
tance (hail be given them of the father Rom. 8. 1 6. They (hall have power over 
all creatures Rev . 2. 26. and polfellion of that new heaven and new earth. 2. 

Pet. 3.13. And if thefe be not the expreifions and provifions of a bountifull father 
pray y* what is ? ’ 

Sect, i i i i.. 

God no Father to the wicked , what ever they pretend to him. 

N Ow for Application, Doth God the Lord look upon fuch as fons ahd daugh¬ 
ters as(incerely (erve him ? How then ( think we )doth he look upon all T , f , 
fuch as ferve not God but Mammon, as ferve not the Lord Chriff^r their own * 
belUes their bafe luffs, this prefent cvill world, nay the God of this world whole Matth 6 
Works they do, and will do, and arcthcrefore of their father the devitt. This, Rom.k* 
faith St. John, entitlesthcdevilltoa man; for he that commits fin is of the devill, 2Cor -4-4 
that’s flat. And again,In this the children of God are manifeft and the children of the Io T h ‘^ * 
devill,He that is borne of God doth not commit lin.Well he may flip into it ofinfir- verT^o 
nuty, and unawares Gal. 6. 1. A (heep may flip into a flough , but delights 
not to wallow in it. _ He doth not work, iniquity on (et purpofe, he doth not fell 
over himfelf to fin with Ahab, he doth not hire out his members as weapons of Rom. 6. 
wkkednefle, working all unci canneffe with greed in effe. No, thisisnotthe Eph * 4 * 
guile of a childc of God, but of an impe of hell, of a brat of fathorolcfle perditi¬ 
on. They have corrupted themfelves, faith Mofes , their fpot is not thejbotofhis DCut * 32,s 
children , they are a perverfe. and crooked generation. And yet who fo forward 39 
thefe to clairae kindred of the Almighty, to fawn upon God , and call him father ? 

Wilt :hou not from this time ((aith He to Idolatrous Ifracl, that had in this behalf 

an whores forehead, a wainfcotface hatchtall over with impudence) wilt thou 

not from this time cry unto me , My father, my father , art thou not the guide of 

my youth ? Will he re ferve his anger for ever ? will he keep it to the end ? Here were 

good words .- Scdquid verba qu*ro , fatta cum videam ? .How canft thou fay Judg.irf 15 

thou Iovcft me, when thy heart is not with me? Behold, faith God in the fame Ier -3.2,3,4,j. 

place, thou haft fpoken and done cvill things as thou couldeft, thou haft polluted 

the land with thy whoredomes aad ’wickednefle, and haft thou yet a face to call 

me Father ? W hofoever tranfgrefletb, and abideth not in the doftrine of Chrift 

hath not God 2 lob. 9. He that walketh not in the fteps of Abrahams faith, hath obi 

not Abraham to his father Rom. 4. 12. what-ever he pretends to him with thofe J/ 

braving Jews. Job. 8. Tell me not here that God hath bleflcd you, as a father 

fuftem'd you with corne and wine< 7 «*. 27. 37. given you of the fatnefle of the 

earth , and of the dew of heaven &c. for Efau had as good a portion as this, and 

yet a caft-away .■ and Abraham gave the moveables to the children of the concubins 

whom he lefle refpe&ed , but Ifaac had the inheritance. * 

Oh but we are children of the free-woman, borne and bred in the bofome of oh h 
the church, and enjoy many outward priviledges- So did Efau , and yet was ha- SeL 
ted of God , fo did Ittdas, and yet a firebrand of hell. 

Neither is it any fuch bufinefle, as many make of it, that they have had their sJl 
Chnjicndome. For unleifc they be withaU baptized with the holy Ghcjt and with fire , Mat. 3.’ 

With 
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With the Jpirit of judgemer. t and of burning , whereby they have fo put on Chrift, as 
ay that they are become the children of God, by faichinhim, Gal.3. 26,27. Jtspity 

that ever Font-water was fpilt upon their faces. Saul was circumcifed^ and yet Da- 
Pfal. 7. Title, vid calls him Cti/lite , or Ethiopian; and unregenerate Jfrael is to me as Ethiopia, 
faith God, Amos 9.7. and as Gomorrah, Efay 1.10. notwithftanding all their ex¬ 
ternal! fervices, and ludibrious devotions. Chrift fliall one day rid his houfe, and 
wafh his hands of all fuch unworthy hang-byes, and powerleffc pretenders. Depart 
from me, {hall they hear, to their everlafting amazement. Go, get ye to the gods 
Efty si. j whom ye have chofen. Loot ^ to the roc^ from Whence ye Were htwen , and to the hole 
whence ye Wrre digged: fee what your father the devil will do For you, for He take 
no further charge of you: his work ye have done, and his wagesye fliall have. And 
fith ye have runne out with the Prodigal!, and loathing fuch wholefome fare as my 
houfe afforded, ye have fed hungcrly on thofe murthering morfels of iniquity, the 
devils husks, therefore {hall they ftick in your throats, like the envenomed arrows of 
the Almighcy, thoroughout all eternity. 

'Sect. V. 

Terrour to thofe that maligne or miftsfe Gods children. 

V f ( , . TV Ut fecondly, is God a Father to all faithfull Chriflians ? how ill-advifed then 
1 * “* X 3 are all fuch as either by their violent hands, or virulent tongues, mifufe or ma- 
ligncthem?. yea, that offer them the leaft affront or offence, defpite ordifplea- 
lure?. For know they not whofe children they are, and towhofe charge they be¬ 
long ? Shall aiot God avenge his own, though he bear long with them ? Very 
Infidels and worfc will defend their own. Very beafts will fee to the fafety of their 
young ones, and fpend their lives freely for their refeue. Amongft fowl.-, the 
Phoenix is famous, and the Pellican much more, for reviving her dead birds, with 
her heart blood. Now, is there mercy and good nature in a man, in a bird, in a. 
beafr, in the creature, in the unrcafonablccreature alfo, and ran we without blaf- 
It is a Spanjfh phemy, or extreme injury, imagine worfeof God? It’s more then evident to 
proverb.* He him that hath but half an eye, or doth obferve any thing at all in Gods word, or 
the'childs* 1 wor ^ s > tliat as hc takct h notice of finalleft curtefies, even to a cup of cold water, to 
nofe, kifiVth ref l uite them, fo of their leader hghteft indignities, and injuries to repay them, 
the mothers be.it but a frown or a frump. Cain {hall ar.fwer it before the Lord, if he but lowrc 
check. upon Abel. Miriam ftrall be a leper feven dayes at leaft, and fland afhamed of 
Num bcr ^ ather . s Vpetting in her face, if fhebut mutter againft Mofe,. An Ammonite, 

or a Moabite fliall be baftardized, and banilhed the beauty of holineffe, the thre- 
lholdof theSanftuary, to their tenth generation, merely for an orniflion, becaufe 
they met not Gods firft-born Jfrael with bread end water in thewiJderneffe: How 
much more becaufc they hired Balaam to curfe him. Dent. 23.3,4. which when 
he could not do, God turning his curfe into a blefling unto his children, becaufe he 
loved tbemftQxk 4. yet for that he {hewed his good-will to have done it, and more¬ 
over taught B.i lac to lay a fumbling-blocks before Cods Jfrael, to eat things facri- 
ficed to idolsy and to commit fornication^ Rev. 2. 14. therefore was beflain by the 
Gen.34.31 fword of the Lord. For is {he not our filler ?■ fliould he make our fifter a whore? 

faid thofe two brethren in iniquity : which if it feemed a fufficicnt plea to them, (as 
likewife to Abfolom> in the behalf of his fifter 7 amar ) for that barbarous and bloo¬ 
dy mafiacre, how {hall the Lord drench and drown the fword of his ji ftice in the 
bowels of fuch as wrong his children to his .face, and do them all the defpite that 
Efth 7,8 bc ? wb?t w . i!1 tke V f° rce the QP een aifothe heufe ? will they offend Gods 

littic-ones, rake into his bowels, pollute his prefcncc with the {laughter, or buc 
Jobfi.3 rr.ifofage of his children ? Had Zimri peace that fiew his Mafter ? Hath ever any. 

waxed fierce againft God and profpered ? Lock to it, a|l ye that finite any chiltl 
of his, cither with band or tongue. * Twerc tetter a milftone were hanged about 
your necks, and your felves drowned in the depth of the Sea, then that ye offend 
Mat ,r < jo one of tliefc little-ones, if abeleever, For I tell you ( Chrift tells you ) thatia 
• * heaven their Angels do always behold the face of their heavenly FatLcr,waiting for 
, a commiifion to do fpeedy execution on the enemies of hischildren. 

SECT. 
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Sect. VI. 

Try your title to God as a Father : Marks. 

E xhortation, and firft, to try our title to God as a loving Father 

ferve him as obedient children There be fund™ dJft; ^ care 

Cod fparfed here and there, up and downthe chi,d ° f 
fufficcfor the prefent, and it isinfalHble T “ t(ht11 

fonne that ferves him. Every fonne then of his ferves him’ we feAnd h ‘ $ ° Wn 
flave his Lord, but as a fon ferves his father. How’s that ?* ’ ^ ““ * 

Hrft cheerfully and willingly : Every one that is born of God ferves him with 
gladnefje , Pfal. 100.2. loves to be hts fervant takes hold of h;. „l J erveshlm . 
his meat and drink to do the will of his lieavenly Father {, whofe h! rh ™? IC 
he hath a name better then of a fonne or daughter Efay < 6 ? f h f thereforc 

Next, reverently, with a filiajl fear and awfull refpeft to God as his father mh nf, 

raid where yet he ha 7 d fte„ vifioMve How place, { 

rhirdly, confidently and with an humble boldneffe. as well affiirrd nf c .1 

wmmrn^m 

V FOT(ilb M. not having a heart and a heart 
( as that defperate Ncap.hun faid, he had one for God, an? another for thedevin 

a. v Sfrr fV Noc ®* r,n S to * taln from him that hath bought us with a 'price 
a .> I arc of his purchafe ; for why fhonld we lie to the Holy Ghoftf All t'mt. 
children are fuch as »,//»«/,>, £/. ; f Jl8 . but obey from Theheart h«fo™rf 
^^enn^denyingthemfelves, they have been delivered, ratherfeeta," 
to be good, then feeming to be fo.. a. For objeS: Every true child of Go 3 
obei .his father in all, as well as in any part or point of duev He ii a Hn,. p ■ l 
teoiifneffe,, f,L } . to. a fnlfillerof.il 

ftitUcr n A at | t ’, ! ' S p h H ,S ‘ lbl P fand difiinguilheth hm from a chidof theS 
faith St. fob*) he follows after it ( as S.loJh eapreffion is) asa n.anfoHows his 
trade, wherein ufe makes mafterv : he lifts at the hrrh ° j " 

fet C h d o 0 f 0 hV ^ ^ S °° d Wi "’J nd is ^ 

feth of his work, or marres it in the manner. So purifying himfelfbv the* nra#;r*. c 

sassacauK) etr-f s 

dren ferve him ,n righteoufneffe and holineffe, all the dayes of their Wes T hns , 

or, by ch ls fliall your felves know, that ye are my children, i Joh. 3.10,13. and 

b y 


Dent.io.13 
Rom.12.r 
2 Cor. 5 .20 



iCor.tf.io.-il 
Homo tur.plum 
Dei: Deusara 
biminis. 

2 Cor 6 . 1 . 6 y 
17,18. 
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by tliis {hail all men know, that ye arc my difciples, if ye love one another : 
and ieale .up this love by Sirring up your felves, among your felves, to love 
and goodworkes. 

Lo v Thefe arc the fignes of luch a fervant of God as he will own for a fon, 
and account of as a Jewell to be made up in his Magazine. If ye be fuch, ye 
arc made for ever : As if otherwile 


Sect. vii. 


Settle this, that ye are Gods children , and how. 

M Yfccond Exhortation is, that yc give no reft to your eyes,nor fleep to your 
cy-lids, till you have fccured and fettle this to your felves.- it being a mat¬ 
ter ol that moment, that without nothing can be fafe, nothing comfortable. 
Now to become children of God there is no other way under heaven , then 
to pafTe thorough the narrow womb of repentance, and be born againe. For 
fie Hi and blood cannot inherit: and all unrighteous perfons arc utterly excluded 
from the benefit of Adoption, 1 Cor. 6 . 10. And yetjuch were fome of you: 

h;i. ye are wafted, hut ye are fanElified, hut ye are juftified. And how juftified ? 
but by the name, that if, by the merits of the Lord Jtfus Chrift apprehended by 
faith, which adopts as well as juftifies ? And how fandified ? but by the fpiric 
of our God, whofe office and operation it is, to transfufe the divine nature 
into us, and tocreft that faire'fabtick of the new man in our hearts for a temple 
to him felt; that he may dwell in ns , and walk, i# t{S -> yea fecrctly and fweetly 
lay to us, being now feparated from all il 1 courfes and companies , 1 will he a 
father unto you , and ye ftjall be my founts and daughters , faith the Lord 
Almighty. 

Sect. viii. 
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Let all Gods children know their Father : and how. 

ZJfc. 4. TNftru&ion to all fuch as are received into the number of Gods children, as 
JLcver they expeft his bleffing, or refpeft their birth-right, to difcharge that 
duty that this dignity callcs for. 

And firft to know their father: So to know God as a child doth his father, 
not only with an apprehenfive but an effe&ivc knowledge, that unites the heart 
unto him, labours not only after an union, butaunity with him. We arc all 
by nature like runagate children, who would never have kept neer their parents 
Hof 4 houfc, but affemblcd themfelveshy troopes, in harlots hovfes, with the prodigall, 

where whordomc and wine , and new wine hath taken aWay our hearts the things 
of this life arc fo necr and naturall to us, fo prefent and plealant, that we cannot 
afeend into heaven to learne wifdom, to get the knowledge of the Holy One , Prov. 
30. 3, 4. Thefpirit of fornication hath fo bclbtted us, that wc have notfo 
much as a mind to look toward God. Hence that complaint* 1 have brought up 
children , and they have rebelled againft me. The ox knoweth his owner , and 
thcaffc his mailers crib, but Ifraeldoth not know; my people doth, not con- 
Ifa. 1.2,3 fider. Do ye thus requite the Lord, Ofoolipt people and unwifel Is not he thy fa- 

Deut.32.6 therdcc ? But there is none that undcrllandcth, and fcckcth God, none thatV?/r~ 

Pkl.14.3 rithttphimfelf to take hold of God See. Gracelelfe and heedlefle impes we arc all, 

Judgt g 7 ->4 t ^ lat vv *h noc oncc ca ^ e knowledge our of father, or cry after him though loft, as 
Ifa.^5.1 ~ Aficab did after his loll idols : albeit we have fo tailed of his fweetnefle, and 

1 Chron.28.9 he hath faid, Behold me , behold me, unto a nation that was not called by his name* 

But thou, Solomon my fon, know thou the God of thy fathers, yea God thy fa¬ 
ther: for, l will be his father and he ft ad be my fon , faid the Lord to David. 

z Sam . 


2 Sam. 7. 14. We ule to lay (and we have it from the Greeks) that he is Itlmacbiu. 
a wife child that knows his father. But he is no child of God, that knowes not d Homers 
him for his father. 1 write unto you babes , faith Sr. John, becxnfe ye have known 
the father. ■ Loe he is not yet a babe in Chrift that hath not fome knowledge of *** 
this, that God is his father. True it is that the moll gray headed, and moft 
experienced Chriftian knowes but in part, and icnperfe&ly , becaufe he is caught 
but lamely, wc prophecy in part 1 Cor. 13. 9. we fee here but as in a glajfeob- ° s ‘ iV 
fcurelj , wc fee but Gods back-parts, the later end of histraine: we hear of him ,, 
here by the hearing of the eare, but it is no more then as the later end ofalen- 1A.& 5 *. 
tcncc, or fo much only as the Eccho refounds. But wc muft be getting and grow- ^Pcc.j.rg 
ing in this grace , even in the knowledge of our Lord Jefu9 Chrift. He is the 
brighenefle of his fathers glory , and the expreffe image of his perfon. The beam 
of the Sun is notfo like the body of the Sun, the character on the wax is notfo mine. 
like the feal that imprints it, nay milk is not fo like milke , as Chrift is like his 
father. He is up and down the iclf-famc that his Father is : they differ in nothing, •ft 

but that the one is $e father, and not the fon , the other is the fon, and not the alnit pf Tt > 
father. Hence that of our Saviour to ‘Philip, when he faid. Lord ftiewusthe non<Umi ' 
father , and it f ufticech us. ' Jefus faith unto him , Have I been fo long time with 
you, andyet haft thou not known me , Philip ? He that hath feen me, hath fecn the Ioh,I4,8j5> 
Father , and how fay eft thou then , ftcW us the Father ? 

The very fame All-powerful! God, who in fellowfhip of his facred perfon hath 
a foul and body glorified, the lame lpirituall nature is the nature of the Father: As 
if the fame foul and body chat is in you, were communicated with the perfon of 
your child. Well might our Saviour therefore lay, If ye had known me ye 
ftrould have known my father alfo. John 14. 7. Oh learne and labour there¬ 
fore to profit more and more in the myftery of Chrift, to know him better In 
his natures, in his offices, in his workes both of Abafemenc and Advancement of 
Humiliation and Exaltation .* but efpecially to know him as St. Paul did ( for’th" 
other you may eafily know out of every Catechifme ) to know him and the power of 
has rtfurreEhon , and the fellow.(hip of his fujferings , being made conformable to hu 
death Phil. 3. 10. This is the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Jefus Vf>\8. this 
k life eternal! Ioh. 17. 3. We know no more of God and his will, then we pra- 
dife, and have experience of: Chrift is faid to know no fin, becaufe he did none* 
and ElPs fons knew not the Lord,’ (though priefts ) becaufe they feared him nor* 
they detained the cruth, they knew, in unrighteoufncfTc, as thofe Philolophcrs 
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S E CT. IX. 

Let them thankfully acknowledge his free grace in their adoption : 
and why. 

A Second dnty we owe to God as his children is thankful! acknowledgement of 
“tr 1 aC neve,>cnou gh adored depth of h is lingular love in our Adoption. The 
3 n d ! ndc P e f ndan ! foedome of his grace herein was Inch, that without 
any the lcaft colour of caufe, or Ihew of reafon in us, without any defeftonhis 
part or defert on oars , He drew us out of the moft vile and lervile condition that 
‘°? ,d b f? lh egIonous liberty of the fons of God. David jwas to be gathe- 
hawrVM fathers r ’ and lC , Y™ therefore a lingular favour to him that helhould Ff a l lI?s u 
sl p!m- D i°- fiCUt ? n his ; h 5 ? ne aft " him. But God is the King immortall, as E&ys?.s 
/~ the everlafting Father, as Efay, and therefore needs no fon * 

™wT,r h r,, B ^ ifhc J id > ■teh.dafonofhis oW„, s like him asis poffiUe V,A 
?l aS K,,I S U P 0 ? ! J is ho ‘y of Sion. Amongftmen, thole 
th« have children of then own . if they adopt another mans cbilde, it is common. 

L11?“^ th f' r are Unfit oc fhcceffion either from fome bodily weakneffeas 

mc 3 mM yt °i tllV e 1 ? Ue ’ OTfor haf<:nefireof fpirit. and badnefle of behaviour, as 
incapable and unfit fot government. Now none of all this can without horrible 
”^ aaa blaiphcmy 
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blasphemy be (aid of the Lord Chrift. But admit the cafe had fo flood with Gods 
that it hud been requifite he fhould have adopc&d any for his fons , and heirs, 
the good Angels might have drawn away his aflfeftion from us by their holir.efl'e* 
or the ev.K angels his companion , for their wrecchedneffe: or he could fora 
lived, of very (tones haveraifedup children to himfdf, to be heirs of his’ king- 
dome in Chriif. It was his will only, and nothing elfe, that moved his will to 
fet his love upon hs, as we may fee both in the type Deut. 7. 7. and in the truth 
E;.b. i 5. Sure ly as there was no defect or need in him, fo there was as little me¬ 
rit or d-.fvrt in us. For whereas in the civill adoption ( as when Pharaohs daughter 
adopted Motes , Mordents adopted E fiber , Jacob the two fons oijofeph ) there 
is fomeihing in the Adopted that moveththe Adoptant.* cither (ome outward in¬ 
ducement , a.-- kmdved , beauty , favour &c. or l'omc inward, as the gifts of the 
mimic , understanding, ingenuity , hopefulnes &c. there was nothing at all in us 
to move God to fucb a mercy. For outward refpetts, there was neither kuidicd 
to incite him (for ear father was an Amoritc,our mother a Hittitex wc were the 
foils of the pervcrle rebellious woman, as Saul reproached Jonathan) nor yet 
beauty to intice him, for wc were in our blood , in our blood , in our biota , when 
he fpread the skirt ot his garment over us, and laid unto us , Live. Bio’d is fo 
many feverail times there named, to note our extreme filthineflelo little amia¬ 
ble were we when he fit his love upon us. 

And for any inward motive, grace ( which is the only thing that God looks 
after Pjal. 14. 2.) is not at all to be found in the naturall man. Nay he (lands a- 
ciofl'c, and is quire contrary to it 5 a ; being afted and agitated by the devili, and 
held captive, as a (lave by him , at his plcafure. Loe this was our eftate, chns 
the Lord found us when he came to adopt us. And indeed Adoption (to (peak 
properly , as ir i c ; a borrowed tertnc from the civil law ) imports as much. For 
it is the raking of one fo - a fon, who is, forprefentj in Come fervitude to another. 

* And fo Livvyers diftinguifh it from Arrogation, which is, fay they, tbechu- 
fing of one for a fon that i^frec,his own man, & not under the command of another. 
But (neb ( alafs)\vas not our calc: for both Jews and Gentiles were j(but up under fin, 
f.il flint uptlofe prifoners in the devills dungeon,whofe works we did, as (laves * 
and could not but do them,whole image we bear,as fons,and could not but referable 
him: being as like the devili,as if we bad been fp«toutofhi$ mouth,and had peril¬ 
ed together with him in our own filth and blood like that forlorne infant, Ez.ek.16. 
had not he of his mere grace and goodne(Te,whcn it was therime of love*, faid ttnto 
us, Ltve , yea when we were weltrirg in our bIood,he faid Live. Ob let the deep 
and due confidei acion of this matchleflc mercy and free favour ravilh and 
hearts,to greateft cheerfulr.cflc and than kfulneflc : let it (wallow up a,, tents 
and make us fend up many an frimblejoyfull, and praifefall heart to him, 

•Sect. x. 


Let them honour their father : and how. 

A Third duty we are to performe to God as a father is Reverence, according to 
that in the Prophet, A fon honoureth his father. If then I be a father , wber’s 
mine honour ? and that in the Decalogue, Honour thy father and thy mother , which, 
(aith St. Paul , is the firft commandement with promife. Promifc, I(ay, oflong 
life to him that ( by honouring them ) lengthenech his parents life. Reverence 
and loving refpeft to parents never went unrecompenced , as in lapheth , Ifaac , 
Ruth i others.- much lefle (hall that to God .- for, them that honour him he will ho¬ 
nour. 

Here then wc arc 1. to have an high and honourable cflcem of God in our 
hearts: lifting up, and laying open thofe cverlafting doors , that the lung of glo¬ 
ry may come in , and come in (lace, in his own likenefle. Ignorant people caft him 
into a diftionourable mould as it were.- they have bald and bafe conceits of God .• 
they think him altogether fuch a one as themfelvcs, or worfc: they change the 

glory 
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glory of the incorruptible Godinto an image-made L-ke to corruptible man Qv 7 ti 7 ey dif- P6L502, " 
honour him, and therefore he gives them up to pailions of difhonour, or vile 
affections. For as a king will take it ill to be entertained no otberwife by his (ubiefts, 26 ,- , 

when he comes amongft them, then if he were feme Knight or meaner man: fo 
will God, when we have low conceptions of him, when we glorifie him not as icor.fi. is 
God, when, wc enlarge not his roome, and let him in-dweil richly in us when 
we conceive not of him as the ouclypotentate ; re prefen c him not to our thoughts in 
the apprehenfion of one that is in and of liimfelf All-fuflicienc, Omnipotent, onelv 
wife, and m Chrift our mod merciful father, yet Fill our faker in heaven ■ who with¬ 
out refpect of perfons judgeth according to every mans workswhom therefore if 
v/ecall father wc mult pafle the whole time ofour fojourning here (till he fend for 1 Pcr,It7; 
us home; in fear. Lo this is to honour God m our hearts. And this is that that is 
required fo often in feripture, under the term of magnifying God, or making him 
great, and of glorifying God, or making hirn glorious: fo he is pleafed to account 
of it, when we get do far, as to conceive of him above ail creatures: and that is 
when he comes into our hearts as a king of glory, far above all the glory that can 
be round in earthly princes. 

2. We mud honour him in our fpeeches, both to him, and of him. 

1 ■ In our prayers to God, we muft take unto us words, neither too curious, nor nec hlls 
too care lefle, we wuRfpeaftfnpplicaions, wich the poor publican, we muft addreffe 
our 1 elves unto him in Iowkeit manner, as the Prodigal did, father l have finned 
tpi uxjt i.eaven and beforethee, 1 am no more worthy to be called fhy child?. A fer- 
v'ants place in thine houfe is too good for me.Briefly, our words to Clad in prayer 
mult b., as the words ufe to be ot a childe to his father,humble, earned, and direct 


to pane wicn uoa uy prayer, to ufeanholyand humble familiarity, and to come Omni no o^r- 
boldly unto the tlirone of grace ; but yet we muft fo couch our petitions, that all Ht " w °' a,h - 
needlefs hear clefTe repetitions,fuper/luous endlcffe digreffions, tedious and unnecef- 
fary prolixities be carefully avoided. Humble and pithy prayer findcs freer accclfe ce/eJUm in qua 
to God, and returns with better fuccefle to us. Rex re&m 

2. As we muft thus honour our heavenly father in our fpeeches to him fo in fiftivoffilct 
our fpeeches alfoof him to others- Take heed, that we take not up that’great ft®?* 
and terrible name of his, unreveremly, lightly, loofely, difrefpedfully(or he hath £»£££« 
vowed that he will hold none guiltlcfte, hehathfworn that no vain (wearers, or quanto timorei 
other dilhallowcrs of his name (hall ever enter into i is kingdom. Reviling of 1 uantl> dine 
parents was; banifliment by Phrfs laws, death by Cods Uws£.v^ai. 17. How 
fliall they efcape that bore thorough the glorious and dreadful name of God, tof- epalu.ieftti 
fing it in their common talk as filthy dogs do (linking carrion ; that fwear in 'eft pyocedens & 
and not in judgement j that play with oathes as apes do with nuts, not confidering >cpens-bills ra~ 
that there is a large roll often yard, long and five yards broad full of curies T? la ’ 
againft the (wearer, and that (hall reft upon his houfe, which he calls his caftle, Lcv.^.ia. 
and where he thinks himfelf molt lecure. Zach. 5.2.OI1 what will become of thofe 
helliflimouthes that belch out blafphemics againft him. (whom yet they daily call 
Our father which art in heaven') fo ordinarily and fo openly, that fome of them are 
become very inter ett/ons cffpscch to the vulgar, and other-fomemere phrafes of gal- S.Edw. Sands. 
lantrey to the braver, as one complained). How (hould we grieve at this, as thofe 
good men did when \ D.tv:d was reviled by Shintciy how fhould our hearts rife to 
hear our heavenly hither thus dilhonoured ? furely good blood will not belie it feff. 

3* Cod is to be honoured as a father in our whole convention, remembrin* 
that we are ever in his eye: and (hould therefore walk before him in an holy 
ba(hfulnefle, as alhamed and afraid to do any thing unworthy of bis prefence, 
or that may give him discontent, it was ordered in Mofes law, that when any 
went forth of the camp to eafe nature, they (hould dig a hole with a paddle and 
cover their excrements. And why ? For the Led thy God wallah in the ]n,M 
of thy camp, therefore (hall it be holy , that he fee m unclean thing in thee, and turn 
away from t hecDeut .23.13,14. Now there was more in this law, then every man 
looks unto. Sin is the fouls excrements, Sc. lames therefore calls it the fuper- 
Aaaa'j fluity 



Aii'.os 3.3. 

2. 52 :i!. 12 .p. 
^mc.3 3 . 
;*Tpctv>iA/T- 
(jikvtt refupi- 
Vila 

Hvh.4.13. 

C’ca.27.12,41 
V'tiv 17.2. 
i-s SuHiHt'ts 
a r,d !.•'/>*< Tons 
*i /tir.arO-’n 
tlii foi. •' iO :r- 
fiotn, rV>.' Ion 
ot" •Wfi.’iijeh, 


it, Hie fon of 
ASofts- In ac- 
cur.tr'fimis lt~ 
bit* fan fuf- 
pi’rfum eft /«- 
fra c/us lite- 


ajcfji vc l abcf- 
feptfcutfit 
(fir pints Mcfts 
<fiy Man 1 fits 
tiReg.ii. 
iftius.prsfapia, 
hujus imitatio- 
ne- Euxtorf. 
Tiber. Amam 
Coronis. 


1 be ^Righteous mans c Recompence. 

Tuity of naughtineffe, in reference to the dung of the beads that were (lain in 
facrifice. Now God is of purer eyes then to behold fin with patience, in his own 
efpecially-- for can twowah together and they not he agreed? David is grievoufly 
threatened for despfrng God his father, that is, for daring to do that before him, 
that he would not have done before a childe of a dozen yeers-old. £W/wand 
his company fet themfelves as in Gods view, looked him fill in the face, and carried 
themfelves accordinglyTo mud we,remembring that al things are naked and open be- 
fore the eyes of him,withwfomwe have to do. 1 acob feared to difplcafe his father; 
left he fhould get himfelf a curfe, and not a blcfilng: yea that profane Efati would 
not offer to attempt any thing againft lacob his brother during his fathers da yes, 
for fear ofdifpleafinghim. Epaminondts rejoycedin nothing more, then that he 
had done noble exploits, and atteined great victories.-whiles his parents were yet 
alive , that they might (hare with him in the comfort and credit thereof. Oh lee 
it be our conftant carcfo to carry our felves, that wemay notfhame our fathers 
houfe» as Solomons fool, but to get him honour from others Mat.<>. 16. that they 
may fee and fay that we are the feed that the Lord hath bleffcd Ffay 6 1. 9. It is not 
for noble mens Ions to be lingering and lodging in the ftable or gate-houfe,(that's a 
place for grooms and hindes) much lefle to be found filling muck-cart- the No more 
doth it fute with the Tons ofGodtobe loading themfelves witbthickclay, to have 
their hands elbow-deep in the world, co bufie themfelves about many things 
with nc^left of the one thing ncceflary, to run fqeakingup and down the world, 
as rats and mice good for nothing but to devour victuals. This is not to walk 
worthy of God their father, and of Chrift their elder brother. 

Sect. XL 


Let than referable their father, and wherein. 
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G Ods children muff refemble him, as well as reverence him. The child is but 
the father multiplied ; the father of the fecond Edition, as One fpeaketh, 
like him ordinarily, both in countenance and condition. The Pharifces were fo like 
their fathers they were the worfe again. Jfaae trod in his fathers foot-fteps, and 
heyred him, even in his infirmities, Gen. 26. 7. Conftantines fonnes exadly re- 
fembled their father in his good parts and praCtifes. We mud alfo be followers of 
Codas dear children. 1. In light, 1 Job. 1- 5- being tranfparent as a chryftall 
olaffe with a light in the midft of ic. 2. In love, Epkefs. 1,2. for have wenot 
all one father, Mai. 2.10. Epbef.4. 5, 6. love therefore as brethren, 1 Pet. 3.8. 
fall not out by the way, Gen. 45. 24- let there be no difference, for we are bre¬ 
thren and the Canaanite is in the land 13.7,8. How can we look our father in 
the face, or expcCt his blefiing, when we know that he knowes there is dtfiention 
amoneftus? Oh how happy and pleafant a thing it is,brethren to be at unity; there 
furely it is that God commands the blefiing Pfal. I 33 -M- He never came at 
c/Tbrakim that we read oftill the breach betwixthim and Lot was made up again; 
live therefore at peace, and the God of love and peace (hall be with you. 3. In 
mercy L/^.6.36. loving them that hate us, blefiing them that curfe us, doing good 
to them that perfecute us: for fo fhall we be the children of our heavenly father, 
who doth good both to the juft, and totheunjuft, caufeth his fun to fhine, and 
his raine to fall, not onely upon flowers, and fruit-trees, but alfo upon briers and 
thorns of the wilder nefle,fuch incarnat devils,as march up and down the earth with 
hearts and hands as full as hell, with al manner of malice and mifehief. Such a chiJde 
of God was Eltfra that fcafted his enemies, & Steven chat prayed for his pcrfecutours, 
and that Martyryhm when he could not obtain a fair hearing before Steven Gard- 
?:iT,cryed ouc-Scnd me to my ptifon again among my frogs and toads which will not 
interrupt me.whiles I pray for your Lordfhips converfion. 4.In fanCt.ifyir.g the lab- 
bath Exod. 20.1 1 . Efay 56.5.6. by refting not only from corporal labour, but Spi¬ 
ritual idlenefle : as God refted on that day from creating, and yet works hither- 
unco in preferving and upholding all things by the word of his power. The bafer 
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fortofpeopleinSweth-lapddo alwayes break the fabbath, faying that its onely 
for gentlemen to keep that day. And in many places amongft us Gods fabbaths are P*?** *J rc 
made the.yoyder and dunghill for all refufe bufinefles. But the Pharifees ^taking it bot. pis " 
for granted that Chrifl; had done that he could not juftifie on that day, (wherein 
they were miftaken) rightly conclude: If this man were of God he would not have 
broke the fabbath day : this not the guifa of Gods children. 5. Laftiy,in dil holy iife zCoT . t 
and pure converfation, according to that. Be ye holy as lam holy, pure as- / am pure , 1 Pet.i.j4,,5 
perfect as l am perfect. Our lives fhould be as fo many vifible commentaries upon 
Chrift’s life: we fhould preach forth his vcrtues,and exprefle him to the world in ail Co | offa 6 
his imitable praifes, and praCtifes. Then we are faid to walkjn Chrtfl % yea, to waif 1 Joh^.V 
as (fihrifi walked , when we refemble him ; not as an image doth a man in out-ward 
lineaments onely, but as a fon doth his father in nature and difpofition, jn affeCti- 
on and aCtion. Our utmoft goodconfifts in communion with God, and confor¬ 
mity to him : in keeping inward peace with him that he abhor us not , becaufe of the 
frevofng of his fons and of his daughters Deut.y, 3.13.and in feeking and keeping (if it 
be pollibIe,and as much as in us lies)peace with all men,and holinefle; for fuch (hall 
both fee God (which is not every mans priviledge,) and be counted and called the „ , 
fons of God Math. 5. 10: they (hall have both the comfort and credit of divine A- Heb ' 12 * 14 
doption. . 
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Let them love their Father : and how to exprejfe their love. 

I F God be our Father, it’s but fit we fhould love him ; God having tied parents 
and children together with cords of love, faith Naz.iana.en. Love, I grant, 
though of a fiery nature, yet ( contrary to the nature of fire herein ) defeends ra¬ 
ther then afeends. Hence, grandfathers oft love their grandchildren better then 
their own. But love fhould ( and in good children doth ) afeend alfo. It is but 
reafon they fhould reciprocate, and return their parents love for love .• do not 
publicans the fame, Mat. 5.46? Do not our clothes warmed by us, warmeus 
again ? That God loves ail his with a love more then Fatherlyhath been abun¬ 
dantly proved above. God fo loved the world, that he gave his onely begotten Son. 
This is a ftc without a front : there is no fufficient fimilitude in nature to exprefle it 
by. Herein, if ever, he made naked unto us the bowels of his Fatherly affeftion, as 
in an anatomy. God fo loved his Son, as he gave him all the world for his poflelli- 
on, Pfal. i. but he fo loved the world, that he gave Son and all for its redempti¬ 
on. Thus ( 6 ye finfull fonnes of men ) Gods bowels arc open unto you, his heart it 
enlarged. Tec arc not ftrrimed in him , but yee arc (Iraitned in your own bowels. 
Noty for a rccompence in the fame , (he fpeaks unco you as unto his children) 
be ye alfo enlarged. Amate amorem illitu , faith St. Bernard. Oh love, that Jove of 

his, who for love of tiiec coupled his love to thy love, by abafing himfelf, by ad¬ 
vancing thee, by uniting the light of his eternity to the mire of thy mortality. 
Whom therefore having not fee », ye love, faith Peter, 1 Epifl. 1. 8. and My love 
was crucified , faid Ignatius. And, I love thee dearly, O Lord my God, faith Da¬ 
vid. And again, O how I love thy law ! O how amiable are thy I abernaclcs ! he 
even wondereth at his own love, and vents himfelf by an exclamation. For, Amor 
Dei eft extaticus, nee fe fir it ejfe fui juris , faith One. There is a two-fold love, 
(and both due to him in whom there is a concurrence of all attradives, and reten- 
tives of our love ) 1. Of Dt-fire ; this is an earneft longing after that which wee 
beleevc would do us much good, if wc could attain to it. 2. Of Delight, or com¬ 
placency, when having attained that which we defired, we liugge and imbrace it, 
aud folace our felves in the fruition of it. Now Chrift, (the EverJafling Father, 
Efay 9.6 .) moft have both thefe, and that in the higheft degree: For he is white 
and ruddy, white in his life, and ruddy in his death, the chief of ten thoufand , or 
the fiandwrd-vearet of ten ihoufind. For as the tdaeft and goodiieft men ufe to 
catty the Enfigne, to difplay the Banner, or Stand ajsd : fuch is Chrift: All excel¬ 
lency iiinvcftCd in him, all good is conveyed unto us by him^ all love is therefore 
A a a a 3 due 
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due from us co him.We fay that Majefty&’k^e cannot dwell together, beca ufe love 
is the »baling of the foul to all fetvices.But its otberwife in Chrift. Ma/efty and love 

could cobabitejn his heart,& hereofhegaveus the baft airurance,wben the Lord of 

Ufe was crucified todeath. Love is moftiecn in fiifferingiaaiclelfis a pafflon fo itfa 
tried rather by palfionsthen aflions. Hefealcd up his love both by doing and dvina 
ior nsileavmgus a Ccpie to write after, ( as* StJW hath it) to do whatfoever hi 
bids us to forbear whatlocver heforbidsus, and tolay down our deareft lives for 
his fake, it called thereunto, according to that : For thy fake are We flam all the 
in deatl ? so f“»- Yc were every haire of my head a man,(faid 
AM] the Martyr, to bloody Bonnet ) I would fuffer death in the opinion and 
faith I am now in. 1 he heavens (hall fooner fail, then I will forfake my Ch rift 
laid mllfam Flower. My wife and my children arefo dearly beloved unto me’ 
( hid George Carpenter burnt at Munken ) that they cannot be bought from me 
for all the riches and poffeffions of the Duke of Bavaria .- but for the love of mv 
Lord Chrift I will willingly forfake them. He that hveth father or mother more 
then me, a net worthy of me-, and he that lovethfon or daughter mere then me is 
not worthy of me Math. 10.37. If a man hold not the Lord Chrift worthy of 
more love then his deareft friends, he hath no part in him. All our love muft 
be beftowed upon him as molt worthy, there is notone particle of it to be beftow- 
ed on any other thing. But then he gives us our love againe, and thenwe imv 
difperfe it here and there,and love other thingsbut no otherwifo then as they con- 
vcylovetous from Chrift, and may be mcanes of drawing up our affnWto 
Chnft My love unto my Saviour (faith onc>lthough it came occafionally and im- 
pulfivcly trom my love of my fclf, yet it is terminated principally in his 
glory , though acceflbjiiy like wife, as be is contented it fhould, in mine own 
happindle. But it is a kind of miracle ( faith another )incvill, when we love 
other things befides God; or better then God, bafer then our felves: It is as 
much as if a river fliould turne backward. What a bafe thing is it .for a man 
to fuffer fach a fwcct ftreame as love, to run into fuch a finke ? And a little aftrr 
It was a miracle, faith he, that the three young men fhould be in the midft of 
the fui nace, and be there as if they were in another place, no hotter. And it is as 
much a miracle, chat men Ihould be in the midft of all incouragemcnts to love 
feiod, and yet love any thing more then God. He is abfolntly good, and fois to 
be loved abfolntly and for himfelf, but all other things in him, and fot him 

." T r ,/ '? nd> *, rc , to bc ,OTed “ *« Lord, and our Toes for the Lord. This 
is clnld-likc indeed. 1U1J 


Sect, x iii. 


Rom.8. 

&ui mifit uni- 
gentium immi- 
mifit fpiritum, 

Firnmi/rj .^iMm 

quid tandem 
tibi negaturus 
eft.B-r.de tem. 


Let them defend upon their Father , both for prevention of evitt 
and provifion of good. ‘ * 

L Aftly, learn weto depend upon God as a father, for both prevention of evill 
and provifion of good. In nothing be cartfnll , but in all things make your 
rtejaefi known to God with thankfgiving, faith Paul. And markc, tint he 
bid s us bring our thanks together with our requeft, to have the one as ready as 
the other for wcarcfurecolpccd. Why an thou thenpale and lcanefrom day today 

d / quie ' in g ftares ° f this or thac danger ? Art no/thou tZ 
and will he deny thee any thing thou askeft ? CaftaU thy care upon 
God, for he cares for thee. Roll both thy felf upon him, and thy Gift upoS 
him, faith David s that is, whatfoever thou wouldft that God fhould beftow 
th A* Ca a ft K fi u ft V p ° n . h,m b y L faith and « be effeded: he fhall,bring it to 
rhr fniri^nf Arl Wlt r h ChC f ?! r,CS ,, 0 * boada S c t0 feare againe: we have now received 
P , n ’ wbercb y we cf y Abba, father: yea, for an unqucftionable 
pledge of his infinite love,he hath Riven us his fon 1 how <hall h* «**■>!»£« 

riwS??'' thb S? That. St. f«l, argument. If ye which areirniic^g 
g vc good things to your childrenjhow much more wil your heavenly father give 1 to 1 

them 


T~bc 6CHS fflitfiS ^HyCCGrripefTCc• 

thenn that ask of him ? that’s our Saviours argument Whereunto let me adde this. 

God made himfelf known to be our gracious and provident Lather before wc 
could know our felves to be his children. He formed us in the womb, ’crudled us 
there like cheefe, curioufly wrought us in thofe lowermoft parts of the earth fas 
an Artificer, when he hath feme fpeciall piece of work to do.retires into fomc pri¬ 
vate room out of thc fight of others) whileft we were.thcre,he filled t wo bottles of 
milk for our entertainment into the world: whereintowe no fooner caraei but he 
entred into covenant with us, to be ©ur God and Father: hee figned and fealed 
this covenant by the Sacrament of Baptifme, the folerane feal of our adoption • 
And all this before ere we knew what was done unto us. And will hee now forget 
to do us good, when we know and acknowledge him, when we prdy unto him and 
by faith depend upon him ? It is not poflible. He feeds the fowls and clothes 
the hikes, to whom he is no father: And willhc not much more do fo for you, 
Ob y e J mall faiths. A child whiles he hath his fathers favour cares for nothing • ne 
ver troubles himfelf to think where he (hall have his next meal, or ancwfuW 
clothes: let him but pleafe his father,and thofe things fhall be provided to his hand 
Again, let a child walk in dark and dangerous places, fo long as he hath hold of 
his father he fears not. Did wc but ftirre up our felves to take hold of God wee 
fhould be fccure, yea chough wc walked in the vale of the (hadow of death* with j 
David: we fhould never be heard to fay, (as Heathens that have no intcreffin ! 
God ) fVhat fhall we eat l or what fhall we drink ? or therewith fhall we be clo- < 
thed ? fo long as our heavenly Father knows that we need all thefe things and will ? 
not fail to provide them in a competent meafurc. The men of Gods hand, it may 1 
be, (hall have more then wee, becaufe they have their portion here with the pro- 
d'gall. But wc need not envie them that: for it is but an eftate for life, granted 
them in the utmoft and moft remote part of our inheritance. Will a child chink much 
a father fhould give a penfion for life, out of this, or that, whiles he hath far 1 
greater things left him; yea the inheritance alfo of that, out of which an annuity 
is granted for a time tpfome other ? Children ought not to lay up for their parents 
but parent: for their children, faith the Apoftle. And, Oh how great things faith 
the Prophet,haft thou laid up in ftore for them that fear thee / Now, will he give us 8 
a crown, and deny us a cruft > provide heaven for us,and with-hold earth from us? 
Ask onely and it (hall be given you : the earth is the Lords, and thc fulnefle there 
' of. In your Fathers houfe is bread enough. Shall the prodigall call fo confidently 
for his childs part ? (hall Efau go fo roundly to his father for the blefiing? And do L 
we ftand doubting whether we were beft fpeak, or hold our tongues > and not fall G 
down with Efiher before Ahafhuerojh , or with Achfah before her father Caleb and 
beg the upper-fprings of fpintuall bleflings, and the nether-fprings of temporall 
comforts? which hewith-holds, haply, for a time, with an unwilling willingne/Te 
that he may hear of us, and have our prayers: which, though never fo poor and* 
lin per fed, yet he is much taken with, as a naturall parent is with chepratJing and 
hammering of his own, above all the plain (peechof all thc children in the Town 
befides. 
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Comfort of Adoption: where are fhewed the Privi/edges of fonnes • 
privative , and pojittve. 

C Omfort to all Gods faithfull fervants: they are fonnes and daughters to the 
Almighty: and count you that a (mail matter ? Is it nothing to be fon-in-law 
to a king, faith David ? What pains did Jacob take night and day to be but fonne- 
in-law to Laban, who changed his wages centimes, and ever for the worfe : ?«- 
Jcph and Daniel were for their good fervice highly advanced, but not adopted. 
But every fervant of God is a fonne, and every fonne an heir. Great was thc elorv 
*h 0l 2L nrft ParcnCS in Paradile, had they held ic: and yet if they had, what had 
‘^cyrgbtten, more then a confirmation of their prefent eftate, or at moft the re¬ 
gard of their fcrvke, wages for their work ? they could never have attained to 

this’ 
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this honour, to' be the Ions of God. This St. lohn in his gofpcll calls a dignity , 
an eminency ^ a royalty* And in his firft epiftlc , he ftands and wonders, as 
tranfported vvi.h an cxtaly. of admiration at it i Job. 3. 1. And well he might .* 
For this (laith the pialmilt ) is to be (ec,above the Kings of the earth, it interefteth 
atul inrighteth. a man to the inheritance of heaven and earth. The poflefiion of the 
earth is as .vet deteynedfrom Gods children by the wicked fora time , as the pro¬ 
filed land vya^ from liracl by the Amorites: but they have great things mean¬ 
while in revet {ion, even heaven with all its happincs, whither they may corn- 
fottahly look up and boaft, on better ground then Nebuchadne«.ar did of his 
Babel, Is not this mine inheritance ? Am 1 not kept by the power of God to that 
lulvationreiervedfi.r me in the heavens?; Yea they may comfortably liftup their 
eye (as God bid Abraham , toward heaven, and tell the ftarrs if he were able) 
io chcy their glorious priviledges. This r Mofes well underftood , and therefore 
chofe rather to luffer as a fon, then to fcape as a baftard, he preferr’d the reproach 
of Chi ill bef-ire the honour of being the ion of Pharaohs daughter , and thepoffi- 
bility of being heir to two kings, as fofephus relates it. He was faithfull in all 
Gods houfc as a iervanc: but that was not all. For the fervant abideth not in the 
houfe for ever, as the fon doth. Moreover, the kings of the earth take tribute 
of their fervants and fubiefts, but their children go free Mat. 17. 26. Be¬ 
hold, Gods children are all manumitted by Chrift, and pofTeffed of a twofold 
Irccdome. 

1. P i varive from the dominion, and damnation of fin, from the rigour and irri¬ 
tation of the law, from the captivity and cruelty of the deviil, from the danger of 
deach , and horrour of hell &c. This is a priviledge far beyond that of a citizen of 
Rom:, which yet might neither be fuffered to beg , nor be bound with thongs 
slct. zt. 29. Aud this is that the Apoftle calls the glorious liberty of the Jons of Ged^ 
as elie where he couples Adoption with glory Rom . 9.4. includes it in glory Rom. 8! 
3o.and purs it for glory Rom. 8.23. Freed Gods children are not (I confefle,) of 
cruffcs and corrections, for then were they baftards and not foas. He fcoui geth 
every fon whom he rcceivcth, but he never leaveth them orphans , helpclellc , 
comfortlefTe. In the midft of defertion (the foreft kinde of affliction ) they may, 
nay they mult call him Father , and ask him blefllng. Ef*y 64. 7, 8, 9* and he 
knovves not how to {ay them nay, coming unco him in that name, and under 
that notion,. Should a parent fee his fick childe pant and look pitcifully , cry out 
( as once the Shunamitcs fon to his father ;Omy head, my head! my heart is fick, 
my head is heavy. I am weary with paines: whar {hall I do ? where (hall 1 reft? 
&c. He could not turn his back upon him and ncgJed his moans: much leflfe could 
he continue to {trike him , lifting up his feeble hands for mercy, and looking up¬ 
on him with watery eyes; but would rather fee himfelf to feck out, and to do him 
all polliole cafe and comfort. And fhall not the God of all mercy , and the Father 
ofallconfblation pity his poor children that are diftrcflcd, or difealed , and fend 
deliverance? Will he not melt over his childe, and burn his rod ( Will he not 
hold him up with one hand as he did ldcob , when he beats him down with the 
other ? will he net look through the chinkcrs to fee how we do, when he hath 
fhut us up clofe prifoners ? wilt he irt deal by us as the mother deals by her little- 
one ,makes him belceve fhe will caft him aWaytothe puttock,or pitchhimheadlong 
into the pod, when yet fhe keeps faft hold on him ? 

2. Pofitivc, and lo he is made a free-denifon of Jerufalem that is above, and 
port cfled of all the priviledges of that fnpernall citty. See a brief ex^raft of them 
in that 1 t Cor. 3. 22, 23. All things are yours? A very large charter ; All illu¬ 
minations, intpirations, gifts and graces of the fpirit, gifts of Gods miniftersand 
the abler lort of Chriftians , all thefe arc not-more their own then yours toufe; 
you have title to them, and intereft in them , and may claime them for your own : 
Whether Patti, or Apollo , or Cephas , erthe world , you are heirs of it together 
with faithfull Abraham : Or life , grace to fpend it well, or death , to the wick¬ 
ed a trap-dore to hell, but to the faints an inlet into etcrnall happines , or things 
prefrKt , all occurrences, are fandified to you , or things to some , heaven waits for 
you, hell hath nothing to do with you. Thus all it yours , as tfie Apo£Be 4 h«e 
reiterates it, though not in pofleffion (unlefleit be in our Head) yet in ufe, m 

right 
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right or by way of reduction, as we lay, the worft things are Gods childrens: 
they are heirs of the' k^gdome faith lames , heads deftinated to the diadem , faith Jarn.a $ 
Tertullian. Their priviledges as fons, are fitter to be belec ved, then pofiible to S«tm9 non va- 
be difeourfed- And this fhould make them hold up their heads, but not too high ltt tx ? r]mtre -> 
and be cheerfull, but not, wichall, fcomcfull. * 

epusefi. Cbrjfi. 

nonfecuri, gaudtnies inform fanfto, fed tmtn caverttes A reddivo. Bern. Lott firms 


CHAP. V. 


Cod will pity and pardon his people their wants and weaknefifes. 

And I will jpare them as a man fpareth his own fon that 
ferves him . 

H Owgracioufly God will deal with his dear children in refpetf of their pious 
performances, is here fwcetly fet forth by an exquifice ftmile , from the dea¬ 
ling of an indulgent father with his obfequious childe , / will fpare them faith he 
nay that's not full enough ; I Will pardon and pity them , I will commifcrate and 
compaflionate them , as Pharaohs daughter once did the forlorne infant fhe found 
among the Hags. / will ufe clemency and {hew kindttcjfe unto them , And how ? As a 
man doth to his own fon that ferves him. 

In which comfortable expreflion there is a double declaration ( faith an Inter¬ 
preter ) of Gods fatherly affedion: as thus. We cannot but fhew love even to 
a ftranger chat obferves us: As o' tother fide, we diflike and deteft even a fon 
that flights us. But a fon, and a ferviceable fon , what father can chufe but love 
and like well of? And (hall God, the father of all the father-hoods in heaven and 
earth {hew leffe love to his obedient children that are ©«Ao ms willing atleaflto 
keep a good confidence , and are faithfull in weaknefle, though weak in faith ? No- 
but he will kindly accept of what they areable, and remit the reft: He will (bare 
them , as a man fpareth his oWw fon that ferves him. 

Than the which I know not what the good Lord could have fpoken more ef¬ 
fectually for the fetting forth of his own fatherly companion , or for the fettinc of 
our h carts in found confolation. Take it thus, & 

God will finely (hew like mercy and mildcneffe to his obedient children in 
their faults and fatuities, in their wants and weaknefles, as the kindeft father would 
do to his deareft fon that ferves him. 
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Sect. i. 2.3.4. 

Rea fons from G od , out of Micah. 7. 18, 19. 

T His is no new doftrinc for ( befides that the Text is for us in fo many words 
almoft ) the man whofe eyes are open hath [aid it , He hathfaid , Who heard the 
Words of God , who faw the vifions of the Almighty ; Godfeeth no iniquity in Jacob Num - 2 3 - 2 i ] 
nor tranfigreffion in Ifiael. See he doth ('cis true ) for he is all eye, and all thioos n*i*8p0*A- 
are naked and open before him. Yea hefeeth enough in the beft to provoke the 
eyes ofihtsglory. For chough the crow think her owne bird whiteft, and fome 1 King ' 1,6 
parents can fee nothing amiffe in their children, as David mhis Adonijabz ycthe Jeb4.r8.g4 

charged hts Angels with felly , and the ftarrs are not pure in his fight . How much a5-S»«- 
lefis man that is a worme &c. He is neither lb blinde as not to behold, nor fo fond 
asnot to miflike the leaft fault in his beft childe. For he is of more pure eyes then 

to 
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Habuc. i i 13. to behold evil in whomfoever , with approbation : he cannot look on iniquity, and 
not (hew his difplcafure. All which notwithftanding, the truth of this point is’irre- 
fragable, and the text alledgedisnolcfle firm then plain for us : God leeth no fin 
in his children. For, befides chat,hc will never throw them to hell,(which is the juft 
Ilire of the fin ) it>s ofcen fecn > tll3t lie never fo much as corrects them, no not 

v.'ith the rods of men, for innumerable faylings and infirmities. 

l’-ut winking at final faults, as we lay, nay palling by the tranfgreflionsof the 
remnant of his heritage, like as a father pittieth his children, (and pardoneth them 
their ehildifiinelTe) fo the doth lordpnty them thttfe.tr him. Lo,he pi ttieth them, not 
Fial.r03.13 puniflieth them. Or ifhedo proceed to corrcdion (as he muff other whiles, fudi 
is our frowardneffe) yet amidft all, he knoweth our frame, he' remembreth we 
Efay 2 . 32 . are but duft, a peace of earth ne ueiy made up, that we carry our fouls as a light 
in a paper-lanthorne, that our breath in our noftrils, is every moment ready to 
puffe out, and that therefore ifhefliould alwayes chide, thefpirit would f til before 
him , weftiould foon faint, and fwoon under his hands; wherefore he deals not 


with us after our fins, nor rewards us according to our iniquities, But 
as a man chafe?, ah his fra (faith Mfu:, and he would have us wifely toconfider 
of it too )jothc herd thy Cod chajhuah thee. Break their Itomackcs he 

will, but not their bones: their hearts but not their heads. And albeit they, (fuch 
is their peevilluicflc under the rod) give up all for loft, and make defperatc con- 
Judg^.i?. clufionsupon their corrections, as Gmson did, yet ihefotratituon of God remaincth 

2 Tim.2. fare, The Lord knowsth who are his, bellows their pals in adverfty. I / did in my 

b.jle, I am cajl out of thy fight . Here was a poor prayer. And yet thou hc.trdeft the 
voyce ef my prayer (poor though it were; when Jcrycd unto thee Pfil. 31.22. So 
Zion (when under the laih ) (ini, The Lord huh forf then me, and my God 
Efsy49.i5.16 forgot tin me. Can a woman forget her lucking childe, that flic fliould not 

have compallion on the ion other womb ? yea,fiie may forget, and fomeTigref- 
fesliave done it, yeti will not forget thee. Jiehold, I have graven thee upon the 
palms of my hands &c. ’'Look how a natural mother turns her childe out of doors 


for dabbling himfelf, or fame ocher flirevvd turn, and with a thump on the back 
bids it be gone a begging, yet when the childe begins once to make a lip, whim- 
Jer.31.20. per and fee up his lure, Ihe takes him in again, and puts him in her bofom : the 
very like dealing we may read of in God-with Ephraim, , his dcjrfcn, his pic*fant 
childe Hof. 13. 1,2,3. ike. Ephraim of trembling and tender confciented became a 
flagicious offendour, a defperatc idolater, Per.t.z, And was not it high time 
then to take him in hand ? therefore, they fliall be as the morning eloud%s the 
early dew, as the chaffe before the whirl- winde, as the imeke out of the chimney'. 
Mo lefle then utter dc-folation is threatened againft them. JJut the Lord foon re¬ 
pents him concerning his fervants,witr.efle the words following. Vet 1 am the Lord 
thy God, from the land of Egypt: I am thy foie faviour- Hertzs now mercy in the 
midft of judgement. Oh but they abufe mercy, forget their God and fin again: 
Her. 6 . Why therefore God threatened them again’with a more terrible judge¬ 
ment, Perf. 7,8. Behold I will he unto them as a Lion, and a leopard, as a bear be¬ 
reft : I will rent the kell of their hearts, and devour them. Oh fearful condition! 


who would ever think of fuch, but as of deplored and defperatc, yet fee the fcquel. 
Olfrael, thou haft deflroyed thy felf, but in me is thy help * Per.sb ihou haft 
done thy utmoft utterly to undoe thy Iclf, but yet I have thought of away for thy 
help, I will be thy king .-where is any other that would fave thee (as I do) in all 
thy cities ? And albeit thou art an unwile Ion, yet 1 will binde up thine iniquity (as 
a cancelled bond) and hide thy fin Tcr.iz. And although the travels of a for- 
rowful woman be upon thee, fuch is thy dulnefle in not coming off roundly with 
Gods work (with thofc lively Ifraclitifli women, Exod. 1.19.;but (faying too long 
in the birth, which might jufily be thy deaths as it was Redds, yet Iwillran- 
fome thee from the power of the grave, I will redeem thee from death. Per. 14. 
Ey but for how long ? might they fay 1 fliall be (likely) breaking out again, and 
then thou wilt undoc me, after thou haft done me good. No, faith God, repen¬ 
tance fliall be hid from mine eyes. He will not cafi away a perfett man, faith Bil- 
„ dad Job $.20. The Lord will not caft off for ever,- faith Jeremy, but though he caufe 
am.3.31,3* grief, yet will he have compaflion, according to the multitude (or, the magnitude) 
of his mercies. And 


The Righteous mans Rgcowipence . , 

And this was that miracle that atnufed .fo and amafed the m 1 , - 7 T 
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greffion of his heritage ? He retained not his an err forever And urili 11 1 
reafon ? That text fupplies us with two, (for firing) and both from Go^ i He de* 
lights in mercy. 2. He provides for his own olorv - F l 

pardoned people to praife F him, for prefent, faylnS as 

&c. and to trufth.m for future. He will turn ^ 

&c* Thou wilt perform thy trnthto Jacob , &c. wr.19.20. * °t»paffion upon us 


Sect. IL 

Thereafons are of two forts. Firfi refyeBingGod. 

F Irft, God will, fathcr-like, pitty and pardon his poor people becaufe he A 
lights in mercy. Now delight will do any thmg as we fav^Ifthefun aIv 
to run his race, who fliall ftop him ? If Stlomon delimit rnLri 1 ? d r ,gI,t 

of wifdom, what (hall be hid from him ? if s*dclilht ,* n / fecrccs 

not dare to do for it? if Ahafhueroh delight in E/lher.w ifat Vu- he 

If the Lord delight in us laith Caleb , then be willbring us into this ° rhim ] 

give it us. As, if he hath no delight in me faidnil ES Hut land ° f g,anc M«d 
do to me, asfeemeth good to him But now the herd doth delate inTver'v' a™ 
W, end will fnew him, yen, feal up unto him the fare mercies ofdav HeXrT 

in mercy faith the Prophet: yea, fuch a mercy faith theAnofli. L - p !,ts 

gainjl: Mgement, and glories over it, as over his adverfarv wh m , j0 ?’ CeL ' h /" 
ed. Hence it was that he erefred himfelf ofnlH ? whl *? hebat h lubdu- 

cy-feat in themidftof his people, a* one that fettled himlelf to a mer * 

When the judge fate h.m down in the gatesonfrael iS 
the (corner fits him down1 in the chair of peftilence hewilJfeo/Fr^r^ nce ' VVbcn 
fo now that God fits in his fnercy-feat he will furelv purpole.- 

titude of mercies. WhenamaLa?S 

at cafe, and a fmall matter (hall not raife him God i c ’ Cs ^ u PPOied he is 
mayfay) and better pleafed, then when mer^^rTn^^ (3Sl , 

grace. Hence he isfaid to rife out of his vlacc tnr>u»i(U i l* W , of 

for their in pt% Ef^J, d ’ 

juftice. Efay. 28.21. It is an ad: neither fo proper to him for wa 1 C d 
nor fo pleafimt to him, for he rileth out 0/hi S P placc to do it whkhis™ kinde^f 
difeafement, and a pain,cohimefpecially, fronl wliom mercie Rn lf 1 f k ? d 
as naturally as light from the fun, hony from the comb water fromTk f ^ e r Iyand 
f as well a paid thcLf, I f« 

ther Zepb.3.17. This mercy-feat was the cover ofthe Ark T‘. k n ® far “ 

the Law lay:to note the bieflednefle of thole that receive merrv . tbe two tab, es of 
given, their fn is covered. Again from this merev feate ft • y » thcir/ " / ^7 ts f or ~ 

Seraphims, (chofe fia r.ing executioner, offulHce^d.: but beroe™ ^heTh th ' 1 

bims, as mimilers of mercy, the Lord (hewed himfelF and CZW Q c n tbe C; *heru- 
ly oracles,as St. Steven ftiles > tlinn. Once h^frake from gave /°« h ^e live- / 

ing mountain, fo terrible that AJfcs himfelffaid I exceed bu ^> or ; fnioak- 

was mount Sinain Arabia, iiut we are come tomount &c" anYup^n al/the F 

glory now t i:ere is a coverm? or merev-fear IC, a <r tl. . l , ? na u P° na H the F 
and'*, M IM m,ba£, 

led the throne ofthe Lord; and ail „at,o„"firt ™oi Z, " “T" 1 - 
among the children of h,sieve, and faith toeach ofhis Thw fliil^aH ^c" 1 

pareth 
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95° The R ighteous mans Recompence. 

aChr.30.1S, p* r **h his heart tofeekGod , though he be not clenfed according to the purifZthalf 
19 - the Sanfluary : that he winks at finall-fanlts, fliall I % ? and(bares them as a 

man [pares his own [on that ferves him ? nay chat he pardoncth iniquity, and oafT- 
eth by tranfgrdfion or treafonhe retaineth not his anger for ever (teem he ne- 
ver fo much diipleafed ) and all becaufe mercy p/eafeth him : which puts the pro¬ 
phet to his patheticali exclamation by way of wonderment. Who is a God like unto 
thee &c. 'v * 


Sect. hi. 

A Nd that is the rife ofour fecond Reafon from God, who therefore fpares his 
people as a father nu childe, that they may i. praife him for preienc vea 
tor ever: that he may filkheir mouths with laugnter and their tongues withtri- 
umph: that they may fay among the heathen , The Lord hath done great things for 
them : that they may fay among the faints, Their Roc^is not as our Rock our Le 
truesthemfelves being judges. Oh who is Gcd like unto thee ! The Gods of the 
Nations arc idols. And we know that an idol is nothing , and that of nothing no¬ 
thing comes- of fuch dung-hill deities no mercy is to be expefted , they cannot 
work beyond the fpherc ot their aftivity.. But our God is in the heavens and 
as the heavens are high above the earth, fogreacis his mercy toward them* that 
rear him. He is a great God, |nd a great King above all Gods. And as himfclf is 
great, fo is his mercy, and lo a[fo is his glory. Fo ^according to thy name O Lord. 
Jo a/fots thy pratfe unto the ends of the earth. Now what is Gods name ? Hcarei? 
from hr. own mouth. Jehovah , Jehovah , God , mere full and gracious &c for 
gynmg iniquity ^ tranfgnjfion and Jin , that is, all forts of fins though never fohea" 
vy, never fo heinous: Nainrall pollution, artuall canigreffion, ftifteckt pre¬ 
lum ption; all Jins , and blafpbemiesfrail be forgiven to the font of men , faith our 
Saviour-, how much more the involuntary flips of the faints, their unavoidable 
infirmities the it fins of daily incuifion , for which alfo there is provided a par! 
don ofcourfc it needs no more but filing out. It is the glory of aLn to pajsly a 
c”fe rC £ 9> u fa,t ? l T' n Tr ° Z '' *£ 11 And it makes no klle for the glory of 
God, that he pardons the iniquity ofhis people, that he multipljeth pardon.s as 
I the y multiply GnsJzfay 57 7. that where grace aboundcch, then doth grace* fu- 
perabound, or abounds to flowing over, as the word there fignificth: that they 
cannot commit more then he will remit. Surely hereby the power of 0 Jr 
h^iT nrS U°L e a nd, as true as he livetb , allthe earth is there- 

- by filed vet h the glory of tnc Lord ^ as it is Num. 14. 17, ip, 21. Hemakethhis 
Tvonderfull works to be remembred , fakh thePfalmift, and that, in nothing mote 
then this, that the Lord ts gracious and full of comp 4 (fton Pfal. m. f. This 
makes his people fing andfhout Hallelujah , O praife the Lord Joy he is good for his 
mercy endurethfor ever. £ 

S E CT. 11 11 . 

N Exr, as they praife him for the prefent, fo they truft him for the future 
!' rM “ ft ho “ U ; L h 'y can do him, as the thiille in Unath.n, pa- 
J*dg. 9 -ty ) fich every former mercy is a pledge ofa future, 
and every old mercy draws on a new ( as the links do one another in a chain ) if 
rS n ?l°h B r r ? ty "-Seliefand diffidence. O c.miLthjTJrg 

.Ifiii ’ f c th V l d ' )tls,n the Hebrew , O draw tut ,ht loving kwdntfc to 

the full length. Gods mercies to his are a continued firie,, there is a^oncaZti- 
God r™^ n v ,0n ^ tU i, e T h ?'?- f P rin S runneth after it hath run, fodoth 
S?*/™ rk he baC1 Spared them. Theeyeis not weary of feeing, not 

the care of hearing,, no more is God of (hewing mercy. Hence Gods (ervants 

h D«lid m p f gUC d f k m have had > “ what they (hould have.- as 

° > 1,1x1 • and the church here in Mwah, she had praifed God for his 

clemency 
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The Righteous mans Recompence. 


that moved him to pafs bythetranfgrcffion of his heritage, will make him tuS 

againe , and have further compaffion upon us (fay they ) infubduingour fins and 

calling them all, asa ftone into the mighty waters, fo that wefhail fee them no 
more, any otherwife then the Ifraehces fk w the Ecvptians a! 

And all this he will do for his troth and mercies fake to Jacob a „d Abrahlm °for 
his promtie and covenants fake to our fathers of old. Our fathers trolled in thee 
they hoped in thee and were not confounded. Oh who is a God like unto thee 
flTI ™ "•>=' -“me of hi, God, »S alfowilltruft iuthe 

Zg'clt' ^ ° m G °° r ‘ VCr ‘ “ ni nCT ‘ And thefc arc the ™f°ns refpefl. 

S E c T. V. 

6 . Reafons refpcthng the Saints themfelves, weo are 1. pure in heart. 

2 * perfefl in Chrift , 

A r fP c, \ the Saints > who are 1. Pure in heart 2. Per- 

JfXfca m Chrift , and therefore feared, as a man [pares his oWnfon that ferves 


Firft, God' people are pure in heart : they are wa/hed a thev are , 

they are fandlified by the name ofour Lord Tefus Chrift and bv the fni/i f ^ 
?o° d nrh N f W: »'he t ur t l'leitjr%.% Z £ 

for all the forrow ; Yecior all their iaoltsand frailties: which forasmuch as thev rcdl 
difillow, and diftlaim, bewail and out-gtow, therefore thev ate* hl1 
charge, lob was a patient man, yea he is f e r forthas VnatteTn of o','. to tbeir •**“ 
withilanding all his frowardneffe, notwithilanding he made (o many knoB "and "fid: 
thread^fn^'^^u^ 5 ^ dld ' Sotl accounts of him as if he had fpun an’even f-“j 

1 Kmv foll ° W „ ed h ‘ m , ”" h if* W f.’ uUdmml] that that Wa,right 

i King. 14. 8. Solomon at Gibeon climbes thofe difallowed hills the high n l£« wfch 
and yetloves the Lord, and is loved of him. God will not reeweaknefe?,h'“ y o, * :f 
. hefeeth truth : lo pleafing a thing to him is finccrity in his w- u h ton .? 

breath doth God repor/both tlefc The high Les weret emo^d f Z ^ 
was a great fault no doubt) ncvcrthcleOe A fa', heart was oerfed aH h .1 ” ■»>«< 

Such is the mercy ofour Gd to the pure in heart to thofe rhfr- fl-nri • S S * ^ 
he will not (uflfer our well- meant weakness to bc’reave us of hU ft dy pUr ^ y ’ C , hat IM 
pitticththen plague,hhiscbildrenSSit^ lSa " 

fervtcc, a fmalj chare, though but bungled at by a cbM ismuch fet hv telu f aChr 
ther. And a bridegroom thinks nothine the worfe of hie ht-irlt* r a ~ 

(he hath got, being about fome foul chare rbeinffuch ° dirC 

walhoffat pleafnre We have a fountain alVaies op g e„ where wT may w^S . 

Rlgtrois: n f„whl fr0f, ‘“''“ f ° r day ‘ y ‘ tanf S"tt°"> ev cn JefusVhr^the ^: 

S E CT, VI In 
The Saints are perfefl in Chrift. 

a “ d our works perfefledandrefined from all 
B b b fa Acccording 
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The ‘Righteous mans ‘Rgcompence. 

According to that, He hath made him to he finne, or a finne-offering, for us who 
knew mlfnrnc, that We might he made the right eoufneffeof God in him . Not that ef- 
fentiallrighceoufneffe of God ( as Ojiander vainly dreamt ) but that perfect obedi¬ 
ence both a&iveand paflive, of the Son of God, performed unto his Father: by 
whom he is made unto us wifdome , righteoufneffe , &c. yea, Jehovah our righte- 
ofs/nejfs : Which one Name of his would anfwer a!! onr doubts and objections, had 
we but skill to fpell ail the letters in it. This righteoufnefle of Chrid(made ours by 
imputation and acceptation ) is that white raiment. Rev. 3. 17. wherewith being 
clothed, the Chamc of ournakednefle doth not appear: for it is full broad , large, 
and wide enough to cover all our imperfections. This is that broydered work, and 
thofe bracelets wherewith the Church in Ezekiel being bedight and bedeckt became 
per fed ly beautifull,even to admiration. Thefe are thofe jewels of gold, with finds 
of fiver , made us by the whole Trinity, CVw.6.9. that bed robe of the prodigall, 
that cloth of gold and needie-work-vefture of the royall daughter, Pfal. 45.9. that 
fair mitre, and change of raiment of Jehofbuah the high-pried; when the 
Lord took away his filthy garments, and clothed him with better, although 
Satan, at the fame time, food at his right hand , had the upper hand of him, 
becaufe (as fome will have it ) his accufation was as true as vehement. 

In fliort, thefe arc the rigbteoufneffes of the Saints, Revel ■ 19. 8. the pure Lamb 
of God having covered us with his own fleece, and, as it were exchanged fuits with 
us : clothing himfelf with our nature, that he might again clothe us with the divine 
nature : fo that Chrid puts on us, and we puL^rn him, ( as once Edmund Ironfide 
and Knute the Dane did by exchange of garments, fealing up thereby a fure 
peace) Chrift becomes ours, and we become Chrids, and both together make up 
but one mydicall Chrift. For <u the body is one , and hath many members : and alt 
the members being many , are but one body : fo alfo is Chrift, that is, mydicall Chrid, 
the Church. Now to bring what hath been faid home to the point in hand; Look 
how that King could remember no hoflility in Themiftocles , whiles he faw in his 
arms the fmiling countenance of his own fonne and heir, whom he had taken upc 
And as David could, difeern no defeCt or deformity in lame Mephiboftjeth : whiles 
he beholds in him the feature of his friend Jonathan: fo neither doth our hea¬ 
venly Father regard our infirmities, whiles he looks upon us in the face of Chrid, 
and finds us framed anew, according to the image of Chrid, in whom he is abun¬ 
dantly well-pleafed. 

Sect. VIII, 

Let none fuck pojfon out of this fweet Point. 

F Or Application: Of this comfortable point, we may well fay as the Prophet 
doth in another rafe, Efay 28. 9. To whom fball we teach this D ottrinc? who 
is fit to hear and receive it? This is meat for children, not offall for dogs, not 
draff for fwine. Let it therefore be limited to Gods children that fail of infirmi¬ 
ty, not laid hold on by his enemies, that goon in iniquity. And that they may 
not, let us bound the point, and mound it too, that no bead break thorow to this 
mountain of mercy, led he be thruft thorow with a dart.- that no oxe nor affe fal 
into this pit, by turning Gods grace into wantonneffe, led at length he fall into 
the bottomleffe pit: that no fpider fuck poifon out of this flower, led he burd, 
and his bowels gufh out with Judas , and fo he go to his place. In a word, that 
none fumble at this good Word of God , being difobedient thereunto , 1 Pet. 3.8. 
left he ftumbleand fall, and never rife again, Hof. 14,9. Which to prevent, two 
things would be confidered. Fird, that though all men have their fpots, and there¬ 
fore deferve not to be fpared, yet as wicked mens fpots are not the fpots of Gods 
children, fo neither is their fpeed. For their fpots fird , Hear what God faith of 
the one ; They have corrupted thcntfelves, theirlfpots are not the fpots of my children , 
they are a perverfe generation : As of the other; They are , faith he, blamelejfe 
and barmlejfe, the fonnes of God , unfpotted in the midft of a wicked and wayward 
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generation Where it iseafiT^oobfcrve, a fllToppoficion, a palpable difference. 
The naturall man is all overfpread with the bright fpot of fins-leprofie. Spots they 
arc and blemifhes (faith St. Peter) in the abdraft, furring tbemjelvcs with th/r 
0Wn deceiving*, having eyes full of adultery, and that cannot ceafe to ftnne. Such an 
habit and even ncceflicy of finnethey have, by long trading, contracted that if 
the Ethiopian can change his skin, or the leopard his fpots, then may they alfo do 
good that are inured to evil. Sinne is in fuch no otherwife then fpots are in a 
leopard, not by accident but by nature .- fuch as no Art can cure, no water wafh 
off: For why r they .ye not in the leopards skin, but in the flefli and bones, in the 
finews, and inwards. And this (to fay truth ) is the cafe and condition of us all 
by nature. Whence alfo it is, that the juft man flips feven times r. day, and in ma- 
ny things We offend all, faith St. James, Apodles and ail : and that none can fay 
hts heart ts clean. Howbcit, though a godly man fin, yet he doth not commit fin 
lie doth not finne finnmgly, for his feed remaineth in him. The oil of Gods Spirit 
wherewith fuch a one is anointed, fetteth the colours ( which are of his owntem- 
penng) fofureon andmaketh them cleave fo Taft together, that it isimpoflibie 
he fhould return to Ins own hue. Chrift alfo, that offcrech himfelf without fpot to 
God his Father, hath fo purged their confciences from dead works, that they 
thenceforth ferve the living God acceptably, lifting up their faces before him With- 
out jpot ; yea they are pdpft and need not fear, Job 11.5. Lo, this is the com¬ 
fortable condition of the children of God. This is their fpot on earth and this 
is their fpeed in heaven. But now the ungodly are not fo. Neither their fpot nor 
their fpeed is as that of the Saints. For, fird, the lepers lips diould be covered ac¬ 
cording to the law. their breath is infectious and offenfive. To the wicHd God 
4 * * hiI fi * hou to do 10 dcclart rny ftatSites, & c . Pfal.5 o. 16. Our Saviour 
iuffeicd not the devi s to fpeak, becaufe he needed not the fcrvicc of fuch ; hirh 
words befit not a fool, faith Solomon. Even David himfelf ( till thoroughly pin¬ 
ged from his two more grievous finnes ) wasfufpended from the comfort of the 
covenant and difabled for holy duties, Pfal. 51.15. For, knowyenot, faith He 
that the Lord hath fet apart the godly man for himi'elf. And thence inferres, the 
Lord will hear when ( as fuch a One ) I call unto him. But if I regard iniquity i n 
my heart, the Lord will not hear me. If I cad but a leering look toward fome 
luft, or have but a moneths mind to it. If there be in me but an irrefoiution a 
gainft any evil, much more a deliberate purpofe to run into it; God, that cannot 
fee evil will not hear the .prayers, nor bear the manners of fuch a David How 
muchleffcof graceleffe and profane perfons, wliofe whole lump is leavened, whofe q 

whole hide is Jpotted, whole whole frame is corrupted, being evil, oneiv evil and 1 
evill continually. Who, laftly, are fo transformed intofinne, that it is even predi 9 
catcd or them : according to that of the Prophet; what tranhreKonof u l 
cw? xu mtSamarU! And what are,he Ugh-ptam of luduh! ate ii f , S 1 

rxfalem ? God as he Teeth no finne in his children, fo he feeth nothing clfe but * 
finne in others: T heir moral! vermes are with him but jflendida peccata, ihfterinp V 
finnes.- their civil pratfes nothing fet by, Jcr. 8.8. Smne in fuch is faid!o be the 
old man. as if finne were alive, and the men dead : as if they were totally turn’d r. 
and transform d into finnes image. What marvel then though the lord be farre 11 

from the wicked, when he heareth the prayer of the righteous, Pw. 15.29. They V 
faciafice flefli for the facrifice of mine offerings and eat it, but the Lord accepts it t 
". ot : Now ( even amidfi their facrifiecs ) will he remember their iniquity, and v, fir P n 
their finnes. Ho, 8.13. Where it is remarkable that infeorn Hecalleth their fa- 
cnficcs jfey», ordinary flefii, fuch as they fell in the fiiambles. See the like ?er 7 
21. And in a like fence,Hof.e, 4 . Their bread for eheir foal fball no, come'L, He Z, 

foc'-k-""there iff rh’ , “^ fo f their natllral1 ^«'n»nce. The Prophet fo 
r^l‘,7 r ^ c meat-offering, Ze-mr. 2. j. appointed for a fpirituail ufc; yet 

mil! f u l e A J Clsh00 f ’ becaufe God efteeroed it no other then L, ‘ 

' Semblahiy, luch (now-adayes ) as come in their finnes to the Lords 

DA P h% hCy rCC i7 C er C ,C e bU 1 el ™ cms . “<1 becaufe no more, a curfe with them. 
Obed-Edom was bleffed tor the Ark, the Philiftines curfed: wherefoever the Ark 
came amongft them, therecame deftruftion. The ordinances, if they be not proper 
to men, are deadly. God faith of thofe that frequent them, as kwLd of 

B b b b 2 Adonijah, 
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i Kin.1.52. Adom]ah, if he will (hew himfclf a worthy man, there (hall not an hair of him fall 

to the earth; but if wickedneffe (hall be found in him, he (hall dye. 

Sect. viii. 


Neh.8.10. 
Pfal.i -'9.24. 
2 Cor.12.9, 


‘Rjproofof ftcch as censure hardly of God 

N Ext here’s ground of juft and (harp reproof of fundry fuch, as being otherwife 
very honeft and good people, are yet herein much to be blamed and ccnfured 
that they cenfure foill of God, worfe of thcmfclves, and word of all others* 

For God firft, they repute and report him an auftere man, a Arid: and fevere 
Lord, a hard and rigorous task-mafter, fuch as reaps where he fowed not, gathers 
where he fcattered not, exafts more then he affords requires more then they are 
able to perform. Now if they were ungodly and irreligious men that thus quar¬ 
relled their Lord, as once thofe murmurers in the wildernefle were, that efteemed 
Godshoufe a prifon-houfc, of greater bondage and bafenefle then Egypt 
it felf, it were the leffe to be wandered at, and the better to be born withal. For 
fuch being out of Chrift are yet under the rigor and coa&ion of the law, as it 
requires perfect obedience, and Ehac by their own ftrength : which becaufe itisim- 
poltble, as now, they die without mercy. But for a childe of God that is no longer 
under the law but under grace, that hath Chrift formed already in his heart, of whofe 
fulnefte he hath received grace for grace, that hath the fpiric of God for his 
onide, the joy of God for his ftrength, the word ofGodforhis learned coun¬ 
sel, and the grace if God tobefufficient for him ; fufficient,! fay, to fupplythat 
which is wanting, to forgive that which is committed,to impute Chrifts righteouf- 
nefie,to uphold him in his weaknefTes,to raifeand reftore him in his Iapfes, and in all 
to fpare him as a man fpares his own Jfon that ferveth^him, what rcafon is there chat 
fuch a man (hould complain of a hard mafter; or cry out of an unreafonable task ? in¬ 
deed if God would accept of no fcrvice,but that which is perfe<ft,beflr withno fail* 
ings,though never fo involuntary ,caft out every fuch thing as were not cleanfed ac* 
cording to the purification of the lanftuary,there were no dealing with him,no ftand 
ing beforehim,no encouragementto come anear him, in his works and worships. If 
thou Lord (houldeft marl^ ixiquicics,(S\t\\ the Pfalmift ,0 Lord,w/w Jhouldftand ? But 
there isforgivcstejfc with thee , that thou mayeft be feared , that is lerved ( which elfe 
thou wouldeft not.) And upon this ground let Ifrael hope in the Lord , (not run 
away from him and repine againft him as Cain did, for that were to add iniquity 
to their fin, as Samuel told the terrified people 1 Sam.i 2.20,21, for with the Lord 
there is mercy, (the moft powerful attractive %pm.i 2.1. to thole that have not put 
off humanity.- whence the cords of kindnefle are called the cords of a man Hof. 1 1. 6 . 
not to be drawn to God by them, is beftial) and with him is plenteous redemption, 
a cornu copia of comfort, a horn of falvation, enough and enough for us all, were 
we neverfomany of us. He fit all redeem Ifrael from all his iniquities , PfJ.i 30. 
3,4,7,8. Be not ye therefore murmurers againft God, as feme of them alfo mur¬ 
mured, and were deftroyed of the deftroyer (1th thofe thins were written for our 
admonition upon whom the ends of the world are come. 

Sect. ix. 

%eproof of fitch faints as cenfure hardly of thcmfclves, and their 


S Econdly, fuch of Gods fervants as are here cenfurable as cenfure over- 
hardly of thcmfelves, as if no children, becaufe not obedient in all things, as it 
were meet. Thefe arc thofe over much wicked Ecclef.y.iy . (according to fome) 

that 
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that will needs condemn themfelves to die before their time$ think, too vilely of 
their own perfons and performances, denie, if not, belie the work t>f Gods grace 
in their heart?, not wifely diftinguifhing betwixt nullity of grace and imperfecti¬ 
on, weakneife and ucter want of it, to their 1 know nor how great fpiritual hurt 
and hinderance. 


Thefe confider not that the law admits of a difpenfacion in thegofpel, that the 
tenour of the new covenant requires no fet meafuresof grace, and that if there 
be a willing minde.God accepts according to that a man hath, and not according 
to chat he hath not ; takes any thing in good worth where there is a defire of 
doing better, and for the reft fpares us as a man fpares his own fonthat ferves 
him. Away then with that male-contented fowernefle leen in fome faints alfo, 

Gods whinnels you may call them , for they are ever crying and puling, when 
they (hould rattier fing at their work, and rejoyce in their priviledges.- this 
would pleafe their father beft, as if a man have ever a little cricket among his chil¬ 
dren that will be merry and make him merry, this is the fathers darling. Oh blef- 
led are chofe that dwell in thine houfe , faith David , they (hall be alwayes 
pi-ailing thee And for nothing more, furely, then for this fatherly and 

gracious difpofidon towards thy poor fervants that defire to fear thy name, are Neh.i.' 
willing in all things to keep a good confeience plesfing God. Lo the very will to Hcb > 12 - 
do wellploafeth God, iffincere, and fcconded with ftrifes, and attended with 
grief for coming fnort of what we fhould do. Hearty humiliation under wcak- 
ivTe in well-doing, is as True a figne of fanftification, and fruit ofconverfion as 
abilitie to do better. 


uiovv 1 demand, which ofGods children doth not thus much? and whether in 
doing hereof they cannot, or at leaftmaynor finde fweeteft acceptance, and fu- 
rcftrecompence? Confider, is not Abraham faid to have facrificed his fon, be- Hcb , 
caufe he would have done it ? And for David, had not he for his bare purpo/e of ' 

building God an houfe, this promife made him, that God would build his houfe 
forever? And albeit that very purpofe ofhis was ignorantly and fondly taken 
up, as wanting warrant from God, 2 Sarny.y. yet the Lord both gracioufly ap¬ 
proves it, for thou didft well, faith he, in that thou waft fo minded z flrrcn. 6 .%. and 
bountifully rewards it, by fulfilling that with his hand, that he had promifed 1 chr on.<S.i<( 
with his mouth, as Solomon thankfully* acknowledged. God takes not advanta¬ 
ges againft his fervants, as he might, but makes the beft of every thing where the 
heart is upright. 

The good women that came with their fpices to embalm our Saviours dead 4 
body, (hould have known that God would not liifferhis holy one to fee corrup- pfaU<$„ 
tion, tha his body could not have petrified : it was their ignorance, and yet they 
arc commended for their good intentions. So afterwards, when they came to Luk.24.1, 
look for the living among the dead, they deferved a chiding for not remembring 
what lie had foretold them of his rcfurre&ion, but receive a comforting from the 
Angels. Af.vb.zfi.$. 

The preparations of the heart are of great price with Go dEfay. 55. 1. Jer. 

50.2, Hath he not promifed coblefle our buds, fo that we (hall grow up as the Ef 
willows by .the watcr-courft-s, to be as the dew to his people, lo that they (hall ‘ 44 ' 2,3,4 ‘ 
grow as the lilly, and caft forth their roots as Lebanon. 7/^144,5. to open a 
door to fuch as have but a little ftrength, and fuch a door as none can (hut ? to Rev -3« 8 >9 ; 
fupply all our necefikies out of the riches ofhis glory ? Hath he faid all this for our Phil 4 ** 9 . 
encouragement, who is the sAmen,thc faithful and true witnefle, and (hall we not 
by faith fubferibe & feal .to it? Do we yet doubt and demur with Zachary}do we yet 
dagger at the promifes with Sarah? do we queftion Gods either power or patience 
with Mjfcs at Meribah ? Oh take heed left a promife, nay a covenant (which is Luk.r 
a whole bundle of promifes, like aclufter of the grapes of Canaan) a league of 
love being left tts; any of us (hould feem to fall (Itort through unbelief Heb.q. 1. Cer¬ 
tain it is that God, that will bear much with his children in other cafes, can leafb 
of all brook their unbelief. For this is as for a childe to queftion his fathers love, 
though he proteft itnever fo deeply, which is an extream provocation. Hence his fe- 
verity to his beft fervants, for offending in this kinde. Zachary (ball fpcak no more 
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words for nine moncths, bccaufe he belecved not the Angels words that fpake 
good unto him*. Sarah is.checkt for her laughing at the unlikely hood, though 
lire overcame the doubt, judged him faithfull that had promifed, and by her 
faith received power to conceive feed. Thofe two difciplcs going to Ematis 
heard, Ofoolcs and flow of heart &c. and the other eleven were reproved for their 
unbcleef. Mar. 16. 14. Mofcs alfo and Aaron were denyed the comfort of 
an earthly Canaan, bccaufe they bcleevcd not God to fanftify him at the rock 
Rimmon. Now all thefe things hapned unto them for types to us, and are Writ¬ 
ten for our admonition dec. 

Be not ye therefore unbclecvers, butbclceve.- turnenotthe back of the hand 
to the promife, that as a ftaffe fhould fupport you: fpoilc not your foulcs by a 
crucllmodefty, by a falfc humility of the comfort God affords you: but having 
found hony , rate it: bdeeve the prophets and yc fhall profper : fee your names 
written in this and other precious promifes .* and if ye cannot out-reafon the 
dcvill whofcekestounfcttlc you, yet out-will him, and fayj f will not be bias¬ 
ed out of mybeliefe, Iwillnotcaft away my confidence, or bedrawnc from the 
homes of the Altar Chrift Jcfus. If I muftdyc, Iwilldycat his feet who hath 
promifed co fparc me, as a man fparcth his own ion that ferveth him. 

Sect. x. 


Reproofe of fuch at uncharitably cenfure others. 

L Aftly, iuch are here met with as fupercilioufly cenfure others, for thofe 
things that God is content to pafle by and pardon in them: that will needs 
be many majlers , as St. James bath it, and judge another mans fervant: that 
ftepinto Gods feat of judicature, and prefumc to pafle hard fentcnce upon their 
fellow fervants, becauie not fo forwardly and forth-putting as tbemfclvcs for- 
iooth. Yea, there want not fuch unbridled fpirits as flick not to forcftall the an¬ 
gels office of levering the cleft from the reprobats, to condemne the race of the 
righteous, to excommunicate them fop iomc frailties and infirmities out of 
their consciences and companies , yea to unchurch them and to unbrothcr 
them in a paflion •- defpifing Chrifts little ones, calling dirt on hi? Jewels, and 
eftranging themfelves from fuch in affeftion, in countenance, infociecy, for every 
fmall infirmity : as if they were akin to thofe hypocrits in Efay that cry, ftand 
apart 1 or thofe wandring ftarres in St. Jude , that feparate themfelvcs, icnfuall, 
having not the fpirit, which yet they make great boaffs of ; or at leaft, to thofe 
inconfiderat Tons of Zebedce,who would needs have fet fire from heaven lt;aighc,& 
were therefore told, ye know not of what fpirit ye be. Not of his fpirit l'urely 
that came not to beferved, buttoferve, not to judge, but to favc. 

For cure of this corrupt humour, Conflder. 

1. Is this to be followers of God as dcarc children, and to walk as we have 
him for an example ? Or would you be content God fhould deale thus rigidly 
with you ? I trow not. He feeth noe fin in his children, fuch is his love, and 
andfliall webejufter then God ? Chrift will not quench but clierilh the leaft 
fparkof grace that is in any ; andfhallwe be wifer then Chrift? The holy ghoft 
difdaines not to dwell in the darkc and fmoaky chambers of their hearts; And 
/hall we be holier then he ? who is this that hath defpifed the day of fmall 
things ? for they fhall rejoyce &c. faith God to thofe Jcwes that wept and flight¬ 
ed the fecond temple. Hag. 2. 3. 

z. The Authour to the Hebrews bids us ftudy one another, and take notice of 
fuch things only in our brethren, as may whet on love, not that engender difltke. 
Pitch upon fuch things as are amiable, and paffc by the reft. This is love, and 
this is to be like unto God who is love. There was nothing good in all Sarahs 
fpecch Gen. 18. 12. but only this, that fhe calles her husband lord: and yet 
for this, God praifeth her, letting it as a pearle in a gold-ring to her eternall 
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commendation. Pet .3. 6 There was nothing almofl but fin in RMs enre^ 
ment of the fp.es , and in the midwives excufc to the King , and yet Rahah j S re- 
giftred among the ancient bcleevers, and God builded the midwives houfes that 
is, gave them children ( as fome interpret it ) in lieu of their care for nWfr, „• . 

vmg the Hebrew children. Nayfora patern of ingenuity and candour to us /he 
gives the very devilis alfo their dne, praifing in them what is praife-worthv 
When he ftilcs them principalities , powers , Rulers ^rc. who yee fih againft him 
of malicious vvickcdnes. And (hall wc unchriftianly conceal, or but diffcmble the 
better parts and pradifes of our weaker brethren, and fatten only upon that thev 
may draw on d.flike or din.ffeft.on ? This is with the crow to light upon carri™ 
and preter it before fwccter food. This is with the fly to fallen on the fore, paff’ 
ing by the founder places ot the body. This is with the vultures to hunt after V,lmn ci 
dead carcaffcs, and with lw.nc turn’d into a garden, to root in the muck-kill if T U ’ ,Mh 
any fuch be there , not once taking notice of the fruits and Tweets Sure iri! ^ 
that.fa man Owuld do nothing elfe but pore upon his own infirmities , he would’ 
in (hoit fpacc loath and abborr himlelf with U , how much more if God fliould 

Senfh th'ereof^“ ‘ n 35 " ^ * filould wc “™r be able to abide 

j. Is it not fufficientthat the wicked cenfure us for hypocrites, faftionifts 
humourills &c. watch for our haltings, making a man an offendou? for a word’ 
and turnmgafidc the juft for a thing of nought Efay 29. 21 ? barkhwand 
mingtor every fmall muter, buttliatweLft t'bUll out amongflonrcht 
and thus fall foule upon one another ? Is it not enough that the Pharifces quarrel! 
firfti^h om^lir M I ,” 8 « V ‘ diki P lismu(l i'V™w«hthcm, q andbe Ri. ernmifi. 
fhta”'vXh "sfo^ P /i £ 9 - ’+ ft °™ou fit and (peak againft 

4. Confidcr laftly, theevill that redounds here-hence to nnr ca„ m t cmw.-tnloe ; 

cenlorious chriflian lub/efts himlelf to the judgment both of God Ate.'i 3^7 s«li e :d„. 
Jam. 3. 4. and men. Mat 7. 1 2. Luke 6. 38. Good men will fufpeftfuch’ P° et:ca P- l6 ‘ 
bad men fcornthem and all fliun them, and defire to be rid of them. Befidcs it £Ivcs , thi 4 
may be juft in God to leave fuch to themfelves, and to give them over m,1,! I? * C proud a,ld , 

sss- 

cy too tliers that now they are compelled to borrow of others. beliu&:Scoti 

non minus: 

conttmftortsMdi, menus , inertes, Morales } itmanes. One comes afrar anr i r „ f **&*$?* 
HisboJcyoufee , isfoonfhot, and fo you may happily guelTe at the quality of the Archer. nfures h,m lhui * 

^ECT* XI. 

Exhortation to put our felvcs into Gods fervice* 

T Hirdly, this Doftrine may ferve for juftification: and firff to thofe without, 

that arc yet to chute their matter 5 let them learne to pitch upon God alone Ufe. 3. 
one to put themfelves, as foonas maybe, into his fervice : fith he lookethupon 
every fervant as a child, and ufeth them accordingly. Time was when the king- 
dome of heaven fuffered violence, and men throng’d into it. when the Deonfe 
were fo forward to ferve God with the bell of their fubllance, that theybronght 
more then enough for the works of thcTabernade-Eared. 3 tf. 6. When men call- 
edupon themfdvesand one another, with C.me, Ut J g . Kf „ thc • 

i I,nvhich v °y a §e they ps/ed from firmgtht,ftrjgth, went manya 

SioT A ?d’ a "l” a T 3 T rary r ft ' P> the S’ carac to «» *e face of Godwin plil - 8 4 - 
Sion. Andyet howdidthey fecit otherwifethenin the dark glafs of the cere- 

“““ > and “0C with that evidence of vifion and nearneffe of acqnaintance that 
we now fee andferve him > Time was when the people in Itfimts .dayes were fee 

A , odnotwi ' hftand,n gh':told them, T,cm.u finethlLardf,r Io(l, - a 4 - 18 ' 
he Ha holy God 7 hi » a je ab K , God , htwiU m, forgive joar tr**fgr,jf m% „ r f lur 
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fim which was enough inlikelihood to have quailed and cooled them, yet they 
refolutcly replyed, Nay, but We willferve the Lord, as not knowing how better to 
prefer thcmfelves.or provide for their pofterity. How is it then that we leek not 
after his fervicc, that wc hire not our felves into his houfc , fith his work is fo 
fair, his wages fo great ? that we put not our necks under his yoke, fith it is lb 
eaiy ? chat we bear not his burden , fithijf is fo light ( no more burden to a man 
then wings are to a bird ? ) that we love not to be his fervants , fith he rules with 
fo much love and lenity ? that we come off no more roundly with his bufinefle, 
as a free-hearted people , fith he is content to take up with fo little? But weare 
ready rather to fhift off that little as lonas did his journey to Niniveh* Virtus r-olen- 
tium nulla efi. He that does good with an ill will, does ill. God ftrains upon no 
man, £xod. 25. 2. neither l:kes he that fcrvice that is wrefted from us, as Pha¬ 
raohs, or wrung out of us as vei juyee is out of a crab. He loves a cbeerfull giver.* 
and therefore when he calls for an offering, he wills that every man give it willing¬ 
ly with his heart. And that none may pretend caufe to hang off, fee how low he 
{loops. Content he is to accept of a lamb or two for a facrifice. And if that be 
too much, and a man want means for a lamb, let him bring a pair of turtles, or 
two fmall pigeons , and it fhallte taken. Or if he cannot reach to that, a hand • 
full or two of flower , with a corn or two of fait fhallfiifiice. Levit. 14. io,zr, 
31, 32. And it is often repeated for the encouragement of weak ones. Looke, 
what a man is able , according to his ability , even what his hand is able to reach tinto, 
and it fliall be accepted. Now is not this motive fufticient to fet in , and go on to 
lay the laft flone of Gods fpirituall bui'ding with joy ? He rules not over his ler- 
vants with rigour, as the Egyptians did over the Ilraclites : he puts them to no 
drudgery, as the Israelites did the Gibconites; but meafuring the deed by thede- 
firc, & and the defire by the fincci icy , betakes all in good pare that they do wil¬ 
lingly?, though never fo weakly*. And for what's wantingin their work, 
he/pares them as a man (pares his own fon that fierves him. To conclude this firft: 
Exhortation, He requires no more of us th en he gives, and gives fo much as fhall 
fufficc to his acceptation. How is it then that we ftand here idle all day long , and 
do not lay our bones to work in his Vineyard ? 

Sect, x i i. 

Give God the glory of his fatherly goodncfic. 


N Ext, we addreffc this Exhortation to Gods faithfull children. And fothis 
doflrine of his fatherly dealing with fuch as ferve him in finccrity fhould in- 
force upon them a threefold duty. I. of thankfulneffc to God. 2. of mercy to 
men, 3. comfortable enjoyment of themfelves. Let God be praifed, cur brethren 
pitty ed, and our felves achcared. 

For God firft, how fhould wc not only j'uftify him from hard fufpicions and 
afperfions of rigour ■ but alfo glorify him for his lingular love to us herein, that 
he is content to take any thing wellat our hands, that is but done with honeft 
hearts. To quicken yon hereunto confider 1. that he requires no more of us then 
he gives. 2, gives us to do what he requires. 3. makes the bell of that little we 
do, and remits the reft. 

Firft, he requires no more then he gives, expefls not the gain of ten talents, 
where he hath given but five, nor of five , where he hath bellowed but one .* but 
that every man be doing fomething according to his modell, and meafure of grace 
received. Cttrfed be that cozener , faith the Prophet, that hath in his fiocl^a male, 
and facrificethto the Lord a corrupt thing. But he is not accurfcd that brings no 
better, becaufe he hath no better to bring. Of a little God is content to take a 
little;’as in Jeroboams fon, in whom there was found a little good, and God 
took him for it, and as in the Church of Philadelphia , who had but a little ftrength, 
and yet for that little is highly commended. and not blamed for any thing as the 
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reft were. Where no gold was to be had, goats-hair was as well accepted The 
poor widdow went as farr with her two mites, as fomc other with two millions. 
And thofc beggars that never were able to deal analmes, fhall yet hear Comae 
hlejfed arc. ^ for yc fed me hungry , clothed me naked &c. that is, ^ would 
have done it if it had lame inyourpower; and to wHt ye wercable yewere 
not backward. 3 * WUA * 

Secondly, lie gives us to do that which he requires to be done: which made Ah- 
J ,» pray ; Give Lord what thou commandcft, and then command what thou wilt 
l will put my Spirit into you, and caufe you to walk in my ftatutes faith God in 
the new-covcnant. Chrift wili not break the bruifed reed, nor quench the fmoak 
mg flax. Every man cannot be a ftrong pillar, asJWand cv)w, ora flaming 
torch, a burnmg and a finning light ,n Gods houfe, as John Bnplifi. what though 
lie be but a bruifed reed ? Chrift will not break him. What though he be buA 
fmoakmg week of acandle? Chrift will not quench him. A fmoaking week is 
offenfive to the fmc.1, and is foon quenched, according to that, 17 

,h'j art lynched no tow which is a thing foon done, lint Chrift will not do it’ tho- 
but he will attemper liimfelj to their infirmity, till he hath fupplied them with 
light more full, and ftrength more fohd : till he hath trough, flth jndgemen, 

a fmallcr meafure of Rracc to full perfeaion of conqueft over what¬ 
soever corruption. He will not re,eft the corn for the chafe, the wine for the 
dregs, the gold for the droffe, hu, purging on,nil,r^drofo, and ,akin'away atl our 
rmnr, hfn, 1. 25 be will corrert and cute us of all wants and weakneffc till 
cLTSp“/4^'°" ° f PUmy ’ £phef ' 5 ‘ 26 ' t0 ‘ hC fcU meafure of a man in 

Thirdly, he makes the beft of that little we do, when he perceives it to proceed 
from great ove = as in Man, that loved much, and out of her love anointed Chrifts 
head with that precious ointment It is likely that Ihe had no further intent then 
to ftrew her love in doing our Saviour that honour, ufuall at feafts, andtorefrefh 
h,s fpirits by the fweet feent of that ointment. But the Spirit of God direded 
that tart for a funerall-femcc: and Cl,rift defends her againft Judat and the reft 
that ftie had done it againft the day of his burial], Joh. 12.7. Xn the fame OW 
see at lus triumphant riding into Jerufalem, the children fang, the difciples fliouti ! 
Hofnnna tn the hrghtft: the Phanfees fret at both, the Lord Chrift defends both 
The children he defended, from Hfnl.8. 2. On’, of,h, m .n,h of MoV £ 
dcfciplcs hcdcfcndcth from the ncceflicy of their duty, wherein had they failed’ the 
very Bones would cry out, Lnk r 9.36 40. And yet cheDifciples themfelves ( how 
much Icffc the children ? ) underftood not what they did at chat time Indeed 
when Jelus was glorified, then that they had done theft things unto him, Joh 12 -6 
But that whether ignorance, or incogitancy was never laid to their charge through 
Gods fatherly love, and indulgence to his, whom he fpareth as a man/pares his 
etemity nCthatfCrmh,m: Md ,s thcrcfore t0 be P^ifed of them throughout aft 

Sect* xiii. 

Bear with others weakness, and forbear harfi cenfures. 

S Econdly, Let Gods Saints be exhorted to look (as God doth) upon the in¬ 
firmities of their brethren with a more favourable, and forbearing eye not 
ST g “ AT ° f 87“ i . loen i u « nothing in the weaker fort, 17 LZ 
ftraming to a good opinion of them, wherf 
there is but the lead probability to indurc it, 1 Cor. 13.7. Take not up every evil 
rcpoi t you hear of another from a tale-bearer, as you do wares from a pedler 1 but 

f 2 Vn J h °: 5 nd be rcady t0 makc a P ol °gy* ^ particular, if Judge no 

man by the outward appearance, or common-hearfay : for fo you may befeem to 
condemn a dear child of God and approve a deteftable heretike, an incarnate de- 
l. St. Vault companions, that were the very glory of Jefus Chrift, 2 Cor * 8.2?. 
were counted the [weepings of the World, and ojf-fcouring of all things. The preciouc 
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lonncs of Sion, comparable to fine gold, were efteemed as earthen pitchers , Lam. 
4. 2. Atbanafitu was impeached by the Arrians of adultery. Eafd by hisbre- 
l tiiren of herefie. Luther by the Papifts of Apoftacy. Auftcre John is fa id to have 
a devil. Sociable Chrift to be a wine-bibber. And it Was the worle becaufe from 
Scribes and Pharifces, whofe word muft carry fuch credit with it, as alone to con- 
dtmn Chrift. We Would not have brought him to thee , were he not worthy of death. 
A lid whole life muft be a rule to others, Do any of the P harifees beleeve in him ? 
Take heed therefore what you hear, and to whom you give credit. 

Lut may I not beleeve mine own eyes ?, judge the tree by the fruits > 
Afutth. 7. 

Not alwayes in matter of fad. Our Saviour fpcaks there of heretikesand fe- 
ducers ; and bids judge of them by their fruits, that is, by their dodiincs and opi¬ 
nions that are corrupt and carnall. But for point of pradife, the heft tree doth not 
alwayes bear, or not alwayes alike: An apple-tree may have a fit of barrenr.efle as 
well as a crab tree: or the fruit may be nipt fometimes by a froft. God onely 
knows what lap is in the root, what truth is in the heart: and let him that knows it 
judge of it. * ; 

2. Be favourable in finnes ftrengthened by naturall inclination, or by long con¬ 

tinued cuftome ( which is not fo eafily broke off,) or by multitude of temptations 
and enticements.! he beft minds when troubled yeeid inconfidcrate motions: as wa¬ 
ter that is violently ft tried fends up bubbles: and how often have carnall refpeAs 
drawn weak goodnefle to difguife it felf with finne > r 

3. Judge no man by that he is in a paftion, whether of grief, fear, or anger- 
for theie are violent, and have made the holieft in their behaviour little leffe then 
bcftiall: wicnefle David in his fear of Sauls fury, in his roaring over Abfolom 
and rage at Nabal. Pafiions like kinc in a narrow paffage ride one upon another* 
and like heavy bodies down fteep hills, once in motion they know no ground but the 
bottom. Oh how fubjed arc Gods beft Saints to weak pafiions! and if they have 
the grace to ward an expeded blow, how eafily arc they furprized with a Hidden 
foil l Sometimes both grace and wit are afleep in the holieft and waneft brefts* 
and the wifeft are mifcaned by their pafiions to their coft. What fhiprack of his 
fairh and patience had meek Mofes well-nigh made againft the Rock Rimmon As 
at another time how did he in a Hidden indignation caftaway the two-Table/ 
and abandon that which he would, in cold blood, have held fafter then his life? 
But paftion doth fo bemift the deereft judgement otherwhiles, that a man fliall bee 
apt to think there is fenfe in finning, and that he hath fome reafon to be mad 

4. Cenfure notany to be either Better or worfe for fome particular adion, 
but confider what his mam bent is, and accordingly conceive of him. Davtd that 
faith his finnes were more then the hairs of his head, faith alfo, (in refped of his 
generall resolution, and full purpofe of heart) 1 have not declined from thy fta- 
tutes , neither is there any way of wickedneffe in rne. Saint hhn looked upon 
the Lady, and her children, as eld 7 , becaufe they walked in the truth though 
not without fome particular -Rumblings, and aberrations. And Saint Paul was 
confident of the Thefialomans cledion, though focompaffed with infirmities that 
he doubted he had laboured in vain, and feared their Apoftacy 1 Thef. 5 < 
Perfwaded alfo he was better things of the Hebrews, and fuch as accompany falva- 
tion, though he found them flow of foot, and dull of hearing, and frights them 
with the terrour of the Lord upon Apoftates. Who can promife himfelf free- 
don e from groffe infirmities when Aaron that went up into the mount comes 
down, and doth that in the valley which he heard forbidden in the hill ? Gods 
beft children may not onely be drenched in the waves of finne but lie in 
them for a time, and perhaps fink twice to the bottom* before they recover 
Sudden indeliberate out-burfts contrary to the generall bent and purpofe,' 
break not the league betwixt God and his people, as the robberies done by 
Pirates of either Nation do not betwixt King and King. A good man is ha- 
buualy good when adually evil, and an evil man is habitually evil, when 
aduafiy good He that goes up a hill, may have many flips and falls/yet i, 
m Laid to be going up the hill, bccaufc his face is toward the top. A fheep 

may 


■ 
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I™ 5 ” f? 7 ° “ d, , C ' l ’- ? s , he is lea P in S over it, yea lye there fome time till the fliep- 
heard finds it and help ,t out. JScho/d,/,cvm I will tab fearch m, toll Sheep, „„d 
them the Lord. I will [echjha, wheb was lojh, aad brijg agL that which 

was driven away, and mil bind? up that which was broken, and will Jhcngthen that 
which was fief. I will deliver them out of all places where they have been Jcattered 1 
in die cloudy and dark Jay. Thrift the good fhepheard riddleth his lambs, dyed l 
f^ rt ^. r 'Stance Heb.y. 7. bare their infirmities Sfay 53. breedsa firft Iov e y in i 
his little ones and gives charge that none defpife them, much leffe difeard 
iem,no thouph the^go aftray as David did like aloft iheep. And mark his rea- 
ions God defpifeth them not Math iZ.io. but fenchisfonto feek them, and fets 
ms Angels to tend and look to them; therefore let none fet light by them. 

SECT. XIV. 

lake comfort and courage notwiihjhwditvf in¬ 
firmities and failings in the 


L Aftly, this dodrine methinks might make the fervants of God everlaftingly 
merry: it:lhou Id wonderfully clear up the countenances and cheer up the 
hearts of all Gods chofen : it fhould banifh and bar out of their blcffcd fouls all 
their unneceflary fcruples,diftrufts, dejedions and difeouragements arifing from the 
fenfe ot their manifold defeds, diftradions in duty, indifpofition, ignorance, for— 
getfulncffe, omiflions, or failings in the manner. 

All which, fo long as they are groned under, grieved at, and driven againft Peecata nobis 
Godwill never impucc unto them .nay, he will {pare them as a man {pares his own nonn ? cent fi 
fan that Jeeves him Now how that is they can well tell that are parents of to- 2 ST* 

ward ly and tradable children, that are good-natured, and well-conditioned. And l i 
yet they cannot neithcr,be they never fo tender, and their children never fo trada¬ 
ble : fuh there is no more comparifon betwixt their mercy and his 
then is betwixt a molehill and a mountain,nay the lcaft drop ofa bucket, and th£ 
main Ocean. Yea, I dare be bold to fay, that all the mercies of all the fathers, mo¬ 
thers, husbands,wives, friends, allyes in the world, compared to his mercy are 
mere cruelty. 3 * 

This makes the Prophet as having no other way to utter it, vent himfelf by an 
exclamation, Oh how excellent is thy loving kindneffe O God [ The clouds may 
commend thy faithfulnefle, the mountaines thy righteoufneffe, the great deep thv 
judgements, bucwhoorwhaE can fet forth thy goodneffe l TfaL 36.5 6 7. Ic 
is beyond all that heart of man can conceive, or tongue of Angels exp^lfe* Ha 
ving therefore fuch a mercy to make ufe of, fuch a father to do fer vice unto* how 
is it that we are fo dull and difconfolate ? how is that we ferve not the Lori with 
gla.dr.cffc, and come before him with finging ? TPfaim 100.2. 5 

A fon feeling the love ofhis father, creeps neerer under his wing, or elbow, and 
is welcom.So here. . ' 0 : 

Yea, but I am fo weak, and worchleffe, that I doubt much whether I am a childe Obi 
or not. 

How weak ? fay thou be no ftronger then a childe newly quickned in the womb Sol 
the very firft-fpnngmgs in the womb of grace are precious before God. Co. 2. 1 3! 

And you hath he ejmefned, to affure the weak (faith One) that though they be but 
as the childe that lies m the womb,and have not fo much as the ftrength of a babe 
new-born, they are accepted wich <7od. 3 

Quickned 1 truft I am, faith another, and born anew to C7od : but its fo Obi 

ric J k ? ow ’, and Chat 1 can do » thac 1 have n0 g reac i°y of m y 
left: for though God fpareth fome, ,yet it is as a fat hr {pares his fon that ferveth 
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The Righteous mans Recommence. 

A childe, during his nonage is very infirm,ignorant,wayward : does few chars 
in the houle, makes many. 

So is it alfo in Gods houfe, for he hath Tons of all fizes. Such children in grace 
were the Difciples during the bridegrooms abode with them : fuch alfo were the 
contentious Corinthians 1 Eptfh. 3.1 ,2,3. the dull and droanifh Hebrews, milk-fops 
and babies at firft, who yet afterwards came to be his proper men, call Cbriftians. 
The greaceft giant hath been in fwadling-cloutsthe learnedft Dodour hath been 
in his horn-book: and he chat now doth 6’odbeft fervice, time was when he did 
him little enough. • 

But parents delight as much in their younger children that play about the houfe,as 
in thofe bigger that can earn their livings, if we can but call Abba father, or buc 
name the name of the Lord in prayer, and fo depart from evil 2 Jim. 2. 19. he is 
much taken with it. His ears are open to their prayers, faith David, to their 
breathing, faith Je-. cmy., as a kinde mother watchcth and lifreneth to the leaft 
whimping of herchilde. Yea becaufc the foul is fick, the fervice is twice wel¬ 
come as if a fick childe reach us any thing, we count it more then to fend another 
on a laborious errand. 

Oh buc f do not onely not ferve my heavenly father, but difobey and difplcafe 
him,and that often. 

Js any childe turned out of doors became dabbled ? No, but if he be for a while, 
yet afterwards he is whipt, and taken in again. 

I am fo vile and froward, 1 cannoc take a whipping, but am ready to fret at it, 
or to faint under it. 

What father will abandon his childe becaufc being weak, and weary ifh, 
he is therfore thwart and wafpifh, and cryes himl'clf out of breach ( it may 
be) when corredcd : elpecially if he have been otherwife a good-natured childe, 
and well-deeded. 

Ey,but 1 am none of thofe, I am fuch a childe, as no father would away with. 

Thy father is God and not and will do more then any earthly father or friend 
elfewill or can do. Jcr. 3.1. And when nsj father and my mother [o'f ike me, 1 he Lord 
takes me up.' 

Ey, buc if the Lord fhould take me up , yet it would not be long ere he turned 
me out again for my naughtineffe. 

Not lo, for he hates putting away. Befides, the fervam abide*h not in the houfe, 
bat t he fan abide/ h . Job .8.35. 

Thefervancif he cannot do his mailers workcohisminde,isdifmifTed and packt 
away, as that young man of Egypt that was fervant to an Amalekite, wascaft off 
by his mailer, becaufc three dayes afore he fell fick, and became unfit for iervicc. 
But a fon, albeit he be not able to do any thing (to fpeak of) is retained and che- 
rilhed, becaufeafon. 

if 1 were 16 good a childe as feme I know, and could do fuch fervice, as they, I 
fiiould be very cheerful. 

i. They that have more grace, have more to account for: that which thou halt 
is thy fathers allowance, be contented, Jmploy and improve thy flock and thou 
(halt have more. 

.2. Thou knowefl not their preffures and grievances whom thou fo admireft.- 
tliou feed but the bell of them: they have alfo enough to do with thcmfelves, if you 
knew all: little do others knew where their Ihooe wringeth them. Every Chriftian 
is a Crucian. 

3. I told you before, that God requires no more then he gives, and yet gives 
alfo as much as lhall fuffice to his acceptation, one may be a good lervant,though he 
be not the bell in the countrey. All the good grounds brought not forth a like 
quantity of fruit, fome not the third part as others did, and yet that little they did 
was good and ripe fruit and thcmfelves were grounds refpeded of God, and bleffed 
by him. He calls our good works the fruit of the vine, and loves to tafle of them 
though they relifh Oil of the old ftock.The vine is the weakeft plant,vet very/ruitful 
The iilies fpin not, and yet are gorgeoufiyattired. 

„ God wil greatly glorify himlclf in the branch of his planting , in the 

work 
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work of his hands, fb that a little one* (h*\\ Z 7 7- --—— 

one a ftrong nation. I the Lord will Laden kin hiatimeeto^'t * ^ 

ra^'meMln thac^cnrethat^youtbantTfi-h ic^s‘afire^cater a w C, i° Ed i^ 1 *" 
where it is not, then to increafe it where ids a ,ar S™^ work to begetgtacc 
Look therefore on others bitterneffe for imitarmn s . 

flavifli de/edion and felf-blinding. Diferace not thine* n lncitatlon f » buc not for 
thermens perfedionsand precedencies- 8 but betharkfuilT^CkhThf °A 
thee to any degrce,and that thou haft any thine to do about CY,! ^ b . r °, rm 5 d In 
thy hand fsndcth to do, do it with ail thy m %ht A, A Only Vehatfoever 

after righteous as a lervant followed!^ hisT^fde W h1 el h"' t th ** fotlo ™ tl > 

( though he be far from being his tradef-mafter > he , he ls ^ 0Und a PP r entice 
honourin earth, and life in heaven .Prov TtU M **" W ^ li f* > 

££££& te “ Ufe » «j. 

he had at David when he brake his hones, and felt his falkohk d°^ ”. them > M 
they that fee and figh under their wantsandweakneire" wifh /h^ 6 % BuC m, ‘ 
need not be dikomfoi ted. Chrift appears for them in ui! W1£ n fhame and forrovv 
hrs bofom*, and their fervices in hhdrnd which hp i WKh tbeirnames u P°n 
meth; not only puts them up,but addsweight to^hera 00 no" r ? iefen ? but P*- 
of the cour t all accufations.and allegations made againft them dthef h” c § ° Ut 

Htb , 

2"* y J1: ' 8 - 8 ‘ an «i with their ft- 

ding the ftronger to receive them into their affedions T P * comman- 
reftorc them in their outftraies Gal. 6. i proSZiff T “a 1, and » 
hnn that fainteth, and to inercafe power coliim that had. n length to 
* *T ( '!>« truft to their ownftrength, 0rT o ,„ yn tfur"of™ 8 ' h ' Ev “ 

Cd which JS but a creature, and to truft in it is to tmft in rh^l 8 

lo thofe youthes ) (hall faint and be weary, aid the J the ar me of fk/h . 

Km ,hey that wait «(.« ,h, Lordjbalt relm 

In regard of the iAut hours ahfence , and the mif 
placing of his fopy, the Trader is defied to referre 
tks Expoftion of the id. ver. of the 5. Chapter to 
its proper place. 

•*">"**■* When your eyes ate once££*?°by ^‘«tr^7y^ 

fuffe rings 
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iiitictiug.' as cue Mole,eyes ate (aid to be, when pangs of death areuponher) 
ro tec and acknowledge a icnlible difference between the righteous ( ever more 
excellent thru his neighbour, let him dwell where he will : becaufe fea/cd up to 
the day of redemption ) and the whized who is but a vile perfon, an wt ( let him 
be as great as Amiochus Epiphaucs the great King of Syria ) between him that 
ferveth Gody accounting it the higbeft honour to be his vaffall, as Conflar.tine , 
Theoeiojius and Vahnuman their Emperours) called tbcmfelves .• And hint that 
ferveth him not, but cafteth off the yoke of his obedience, being a fen of Beli¬ 
al j and counccth it the only liberty to live as he Jiffs, and not to be ruled 
by God. 

Then fballye retume Then when it it is too late, when the day of grace is 
paft, the gales of grace gone over, the gate fhut, the draw-bridge taken upT Then 
Jhi.tlyc •*':etched lingerers and loyccrcrs Epim-tbcujfes , poftmafters, after-wits 
that come in at length with your fooic.i Had- 1 -wifi, return, not as the ffrodi- 
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in Solomons prayer , that bethir.kj.hcmfelves and repent, and make /application to 
their judge .• Burns i it das ; who, whilft he plai'd alone , wan all, but haunted 
with the furies of 2 guilty confidence, which would needs make ore with him 
he repented after a fori, with a pcenitentia fern jfcar to tic a , as Pare us caiictli 1C * 
hadlonie after-thoughts , but not to a tranjmentation ; feme inward wamblings ’ 
bit they boy i:d not upto the full height of a godly forrow, and therefore came* to 
nothing. Or, as lnrr.es Abbes , with hi. hideous All too late , All too late : So 
theie wicked ones in the text, when they fhallfec Abraham, I fane and Jacob in the 
kingdomc of heaven, and thctnfelves thrult cut ; Lazarus in Abrahams bofom, 
and their lelvc;-: in the burning lake • Chi iff-, poor defpifed fellow-fuffcrtrs finning 
forth as the Strain the kjhgdomeof their father , andthemftlvescafi out into outer 
dari.ttejfe ; then (hail they change both their minde and their notethen £hall their 
odious blafpbemics be driven back again down their throats, and then made ro fay 
With Pbarafa The Lord is righteous , andfo arc all his people , Efay do. 21. but 
I and mine affociates are wicked , and therefore dclervedly wretched. Vvc 
once counted the proud happy, but now we fee that of David verified which crtf 
WC belceved not: Thou baft rebuked the proud that are curfed : for that the- erred 
from thy emmandtments, Wc looked upon the righteous as calamiton., .is vvc mu 
and no men.- as the nullificamen populi ( TcrtuUtans cuprcffion ; fit to octet with 
the dogs of the flocks y and as the off-fcouring of all things. But now \vc can vote 
With that man of God and fay, Happy art thou, O Ifracl \ who is hkr thee 
O people , Javed by the Lord , the fine Id of thy help , and thefword of thine exem. ;uy J 
and thine enemies are now found liars unto thee: for thou treadefi y.\-n l’ah 

places , when they arc troden under foot as unfavoury fait. Woe unto >■. ft oil err 

for now we arc fpoiled &c. Who among us Jhall dwell with the devouring fire f who 
can abide with ever la fling burnings ? Behold the day is come that bur noth ts an oven 
Mai. 4. 1 . and we are now as fiubblefully dried that it may burn rh,> rtc.r Nah. 

1. 10. We are put away ( even all the Wicked of the earth) Iifte dr* fie p ia |, ,. 9 . 
119, tbrufi awaj as thorns 2. Sam. 23: 6. placed as vile things under Cbrifts 
feet Pfid. no. 1. When the righteous fhiaeas bright as Giver upon rhe ceieftiall 
fhvlf(asthatmartyrfaid)andiurpafs us as farrasthe lily doth cne thorns Cant. 

2. 2. or as the gold doth the coals in the goldfmitlu fhop‘: yea they are the throne 
of chrifi Exod. 17. 16. his Jewels Mai. 3. 17. his ornament Ezck. 7. 20. the 
beauty of his ornament , and that fet in majefty ib. a royal l diadem on the head of /e- 
hovah. Efay 62. 3. and fo they fhall one day appear to be,though now they do not, 
I Joh. 3. 2. it fhail be no hard matter to difeern them. 

Between the righteous and the wicked 3 Here they arc together in the church mi¬ 
litant, and ever have been. Sinners in Sion If a. 33. 14. facrificing Sodomites 
Ifa. 1. 10. a devill in Chrifts family loh. 13. 10. All men have not faith 2 Thejf. 

3. 2. all the Lords people arc not holy Hum. 16. 3* that any are, *tis a jaft won¬ 
der. What is man that he fhould be glean, and he which is born of a woman that 

he 
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hTlhoddberighrcoos? fib 15 14. Noncare fo but fuch as arc arraied with that "- 

fine white linnen and filming, the righttoufncffes of the faints Jin. 19. 8 that 
twofold righteoufnelle Imputed and Imparted , of juftification and of Sanftificati- 
on. See bothr Cor. 6. n. and feck after both by Chrifts Merit and Spirit, by 
his Value and Vet tue. He is lehevahour righteoufnejfeler. 23. 5. and of his ful- 
neffe we all receive loh. 1. 1 tf. He it is that makes us to differ from the wicked of # 
the world , that have hearts full of hell, and are ever either hatching cockatrices 
eggs, or at bett, weaving fpiders webbs j vanity or villany is their whole praftife. 

andyetretain their luftstoo; as ^Solomon 
thought he could follow finfull pleafures, and yet keep his wifdomc. And with 
fuchwemuffconverfc whiles 10 this world. Tares will be with the wheat goats * 
among the ftieep, righteous and wicked together. God permits it fo to be for 
the glory of his free grace, and for thetriallandexercife of his people. Our care 
muft be the greater; for evill men indanger good men, as weeds do the corn, as 
bad humours the blood, or an infefted houfe the neighbourhood. We muft re- 

(Tt 1? kr l e C r e Lo ^ d > h °wfoever .• becaufea difference Hiatt be one 
day, let between him that ferveth God, and him that ferveth him not. Where 
we fee, that not fcrvtng of God, not facrificing is a finne, Ecclef.g z. Not rob¬ 
bing one y, but the not relieving of the poor was the rich mans ruin. Not glut¬ 
tony oncly, but overmuch abftmence may overthrow the body. Omiffion of diet 
breeds difeafes; fo doth omiffion of duties: and makes work for hell, or for the 
Phyfitian of our fouls, Let us therefore have grace whereby we may ferve God with 

ZZhZi £ tZ” d \A 0 A J /T’ Hcb ‘ 12 ‘ V\ Servc him as oId Zachar J in his Canticle 
faith we fhoulddo, Luke 1. 74 , 75 - Firft out of fenfe of his dear love in our dclive- 

/ZZtnl * whcr p‘ nto * he de «P cr we dive the fweeter. This will make us Strvatifimu 
ij JM h f f erv «? ts * E f?y 56. 7. fervent in fpirit, fervingthe Lord,Rom.i%.\2. "tftmems. 
Second'y, fe.ve him i wnhout fear ^ flavifh fear, ferve him with an holy fecurity, 
in full affurance of his gracious affiftance and acceptance 5 yea though thorough 
infirmity we mifle or marre his work, yet he will fpare us , Mai. 3 .1 7 . Third¬ 
ly, fer ve him tn holmefe and rigbte o (i f hejfe, in all parts and points of duty: fhew 
your integrity both for fubjett and objeft not picking or chafing’ your work, 
nor flicking at any thing, but willing in all things to pleafe God. He doth not 
Gods but his own will, that doth no more then himfdf will. Fourthly ferve 
him fincerely, in holmeffc and righteoufneffe ( before him, or, at in his prejence .) 

Sec the Lord ever at your right hand; look-him full in the face, approve your hearts 
and lives unto him, do him but eye-fervice, and it fufficeth. Fifthly, ferve him 
conftjmtly all theday es ofyour Itves , hire yourfelves to him for terme of life: 
why fhould you defire to fluff or fleet? where can you mend your ftlves, either for 
fairnclTcof work, or fulneffe of wages ? Can the fon of Ioffe give you vineyards &c. 
faid Wtohisfervants, fomayGodfay, Can the world do for you, as I both can 
and will if you cleave to me with fall purpofe of heart? Sure it cannot &c, 
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5 3p» All prophecies arc fulfilled in him 
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Bath of his blood 583, 66 o. bene furs 
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creature 423. 

Company.- evil is contagious p.-ipo 3 : 3 
Co»f erefSCe - benefit of it p. 680,3 00,824. 
Satan bindcrcth it 68 O. it is an ins 
pen}able duty 812. and why 813. b,ir- 
rennelfe in, and baclyWard/H fie unto it re¬ 
proved 8 1 8. be forward and Gee that 
way S20. means and helps thereunto 
821,822,823,824. 

Confidence : natural fcoopcth to the image 
of Ged p.JO:) 

Conjideration : its ncceffiiy , and utility 
p. 473. See thought, me.it teuton 
Conftaniinople : covctoj.fnefie wets its mine 
403.591. 

Conversion : tun: to God, and haw p. 197, 
498,;.oo. bccaujc God if gracl-nts 499. 
Cyprian converted by u-aiiirg j .nab 

W- 

Covenant breach it great Jin p. 643. dange¬ 
rous 647. 

New covenant fwert p. 44- fee 5 C 4 
Covetoufmfje refileffe 17.340,341. unfat Is- 
fiable 405. accttrfed 4:8 
Counted of 'Trent p ! 6 

Courage for Chrif, get it p. 482. and 
how ib. 

Cruelty inhumane p. 213, 2 15,226, 227. 
gloried in 429. Part fat* iff acre 

227 

Curjeof God lights heavy n. 626 


Devils fir(!■ fin, what p.899 

Divorce for light mutters not lawfulL p 

654.655'.. 

Dt/tlrine like rain, and hew p.246 

Drowjr.it fie jj/jrii nail p.476 

D r unke;: ft,f\c : mifthief of it p, 104. *tix 
the moil.tr ef »i.r.j f ir.es 426. ’tis a 
damn trig fin 432. gloried in l,y f ome 
265. .-f;• ;;fen-hc.:lRang 431. drunken 
/ o:s 187 

Duty : be fuurh in it ".£34,835,891 ft.til 
be anvpnd 825, and why 827:828, 
829 


Tf* arthyuakrs) terrible ones p. 597,222 
JLy .394 

lie lip ft s portentous p. 210,21* 

l-gypt fruiiji-ll p. 604 converted, ib. 
ff Elijah a b.< l icmcncj p. 309. her prayer 

lint mics tf Gods people open and fecret 
p . 2 I . their cruelty 2! 5 Gods heavy 
hand upon them 60 i . Jet out againfi an¬ 
other 602. Wee unto thing 870, 871, 
916. who tiny be 'dpi. fie pcrfectstoisrs , 
Church. 

Unit land: our ancient mc.ircnejfe p. 165. 
our Reformation ws.idnjnil 205. our 
Af! util ion may be hidden 278. God war¬ 
ned us by Joi n I-Yitbs Pock. in fijbes- 
beily 321' JingLads Cerge 3 97. V/>.« 
bitffc& Countrey 67.J ,07 5. pc:cnu*/j/i 
prophecy of our ruiae 505 
Jimhufi.jts flight the firiptuns p. 129, 
130. fee icy 

Ex.it l waif eg required, of faints p. 9:0, 
9: I 

Si If Examination p. 452. do it 3 or God 
will pumjb 4 ■; 3, 475 


D 

Ead digg'd up p.228 

Deliverance the times of it p. 885, 
806,527,903. Church ft all be deli¬ 
vered 887, 888, 903. pray for it 


888 

Dcptndance upon God for all P-9 3 5 

Depopulation accttrfed p. 45 5 

Dcjertion p.89. what to do in it 836 
Deflation fi-uit of fin p. r 6 

Defires : ftconded wish endeavours p 48 3 
Digrtffions when they are lawfull p.441 
Diligence in Well-doing p.8oi 

DtJgrace a great judgement p. 63 3. more 
feared then fin is i b^ 


r 

F Ailh an hard wor f p. 43. wherein it 
conftfiah 45, j.n ovidtc God by it 
3 :; 4 - tt jificitr.i th other graces 425. 
founded upon the power of God. 5 46. 
live by faith 426,8,>8,889: it ma- 
l[eth men c our no tons 602. do all irt 
faith 66 2. bclecve the goodnefie of 
God 936 

1 -amine-, a Jure plague p. 633,245 

1 -lifting : the ixercije of it p.r97,zoi ,202. 
fruit if it 2 04 

lather 1 God is a Father to all his faithful'l 
ones p. ni t . u thence, and koW pi ,9:4- 
ke is r.ot a Father to the Wicked 9,-5. 
yet they claim kindred pi 6 . his mercy 
14 
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is more tht-.z fatherly 927, 928. 
Fair : it caufeth haft p. 157. paniefi 
fears 411,577,602,805 
1 car of God p. 614. every true Chrifiiau 
fearctb the Lord 708,709. how, and 
why 707,800, 8o-,(9'C car.fes, > fills, 
companions , and on pc fin s of this holy 
fear 800,80; ,802,803. finds of it 804, 
6 27,708. who they are that fear not God 
804. or other things more then Con 8c j. 
The befi are defective U it 807. fignes 
of Gods holy fear 807, 809. motives to 
it 8lO. means 810,811 
Few exalt God p. 7 54, few wife 182. few 
good 212.377,591 

Scotlifb fire-crojje p.2 1 7 

Forgetting oj God p. I 21 

Fortune how rcprcfcutcd ] •• - 3 7 

Frtc-graa p. 179. all is of mercy 90;. 
m.ig’iijic free-grate in our adoption 
. 910 

Friend s are oft per fid: ons p. 3 8 3 

bruitfnine fie p. i 80 


Ain of god line ffi p. 676, 849. many 
E look tmcly at wages t 7 7 

Garments wherefore given P -3 3 

Geneva upheld by the hand of heaven p. 
500, 5: o 

Gemiles : your calling p. 623. difgnjlcd 
by lews ib. 

(liits once a be fed, b Lifted p. 631 

Glory: give all to God p. 422. in tale of 
viUory 612 

Glory of flints here and hereafter p. 
898 

God 1 he is a great King p.628. 629. his 
name is dreadful 62 9. bis patience a- 
btifed turns to f itrj <>5 5,650. bis ha¬ 
tred of fin 22. bn omnijcience 78. 
his liberality in rewarding I45. J.clg 
hint ib. his p. ticr.cc 23 5, 238. his 
fttperabundant pardoning merry 388, 
3 b' 9 , 39°- his Jabetting grace 90. 
he Jrowaith the wicked to ilcjl rut lion 
286. how he is a Rock 4~ 1 • He fieri), 
then fore take heed 42 1, 65 :. bo\\> 
he haterh finite 421. his fait hfstlnefie 
425. We fee but little of Him 438. 
He is With his, and for them n 79. his 
angir againfi Jhwers 497. his jea- 
loufie for his people 506,507. he com¬ 
fort tth 1 he abjeft 503. Ins tender mer¬ 
cies 508,513. he t ffetleth great mat¬ 
ters by Jmatl means 529- he ts im¬ 
mutable 666, 667. how he is (aid to 
repent ib. wicked men have baft and 


bald thoughts of him 855. He is Lord 
of Hefts 867,869. what his hofis arc 
and why fo called S67, 86S. his truth 
883 - bts good infie ib. bis juft ice ib. 
he ts not an hard Ad after 934. he ta¬ 
ke tb j mull things in good p..rt 935. 
let us believe his gebdneffe 936. 
Cifjicls three-field operation ' ' p . 4 g 6 

Grace of God is the great eft bltffir.g p. 

621. get it rather than gold 'ib. feck. 

u fir ft 472. it is free p. 14,179,518. 

See frcc-grace. 

Grace hath nifieitl^ib/e comfort p-909 

Great mens fins do much hurt p. 322 /they 
mr.fi.be told of them 348 
Grief caufing death • p j , 

Grow in grace p.684’685 

Gnripowiisr-treafon ' . p . ^ 


°f h g‘ p. U 4 

Hear attentively p. 7 36. <?ft hearing 
car soi 

Heavens reft and hap pine fie £flK|89 

Flea vcnly-mindedncjfe 
Hell-fine terrible p. J 9 i , 592, 681, tor¬ 
ments thereof 601. not bcheved 68r. 
Hifio-ry ufifull p . l6 (j 

Holiaeffe is honourable p.907. and . there * 
fore to be .fought 907,908 
Honour God. in 1 1 ho sight. 2 wards. *» 
works p. <J21 . fi e giory and praifi * 

Ho ? c , p. 4b 

The horrible Sophifier p. 419 

Hofca, When and hew long he prophejied p. 

1. hoW he took to wife an harlot 4 
Humiliation mv.fi be hearty p. 6yS 

Humility in holy duties threefold p.376 

Hypocrijic is an hart fill ly e p 157. an odi¬ 
ous vice 244,626,627,628 
Hypocrites are c-.ccur fed p. 627, 1 14. 

their fpscioits pretences 5 68. why they 
part alee of Ordinances 569. they Wran¬ 
gle with God 677 


y Dohttry and adultery together p. 4, 69 
'il 70. 71. Itis an abominable finite 99 
115,116,584. .t/cnfehfe finne 433 
434 * n Ltnd-dcfolating Jinne 561 ' 
Idolaters are ever at uncertainties p.368 
they kijfe their idols > 68 
fehovah Gods memoriall 161. the imp or 
of it 666 

fewes: their calling 121. their land fer 
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tile 193. a d is jetted and dcfpifod peo¬ 
ple 288. their fublimc dotage 30?.. 
Satan ftird up Herod to bcasttifie their 
• Temple 487. of their converfion., and. 
future fleuripj 515, 578, 592, 599, 
602. their cruelty 548. how they are 
hated ib. they arc a -very numerous 
nation 5 64, cozened by a mot ft A fc- 
fes 565. their lap doltfull d, fol.ition 
571. they are difeoverunttd ib. fold 
30 a penny 572, disjettid 573. they 
are ft ill vain-glorious 592. bar ft hrj- 
bands6$o. earthly-minded 085. their 
great refpettto the Law 686, 687. 
they rcjitttbe G off el ib. and Cbrifti- 
ans ib. theyfilfify the text 688. their 
fetts and dijfentions 62 9 
Ignorance, bruitifh 617, 57. affetted 6ft 
64, 71. a bluftjfttl ftn 43 6 
Ignominy the reward of iniquity p. 634 
Images in Churches p. 80 

Impudence in fin p, 5 3 4 

Incorrigible 26,27, 53,77,78394,100 
Inga King of Danes his rcjj/ctt to poor 
faints p.908 

Infinmties : what are p. 9 3 3. they deprive 
nm*of Gods favour 941. cbje Elions a- 
bout them anfWired 942 
Ingratitude hoW d iff leafing to God p. 29' 
a remedy againft it ib. hatefnine fie of it 
30, 109. it forfeiteth all 3 1,33,50 
Joel Who, and When he lived p. 1 S5 
Joy in wickeds downfall, limited p.612 
Joy of the wicked is fhort p. 34, 35. they 
' joy in ether mens mifery 298 
The juft mans joy p. 207. in afflittion 
442 

Judges, evil, a pub like mifehief 45 9. judge¬ 
ment perverted 418 

Judgement generall : it fljall certainly be 
431. terrible 658, 682. the fire of 
th'tt /aft day 406. Where Cbrift Jhail 
fit to judge p. 5 96, 2 13 
Judgements of God in this life: Obferve 
them 6 12. rcjoycc in them ib. He f wi- 
teth not till needs mufi 6 32. and then 
is rcfolute ib. He loveth to retaliate 
643. He punifiseth ft only, but finely 
66 3. 


and how 919. grow in knowledge 
92. finne not againft knowledge 
p. 635. 


A ad-mar ft removed and ho\\ p,8j 
-t E-awes excellency and t{ fe 686. the 
Law judiciall, ceremonial/, and me - 
rail OHB 

h i nt i-Jtsfmfie trader Nero p. 470 

h' net p- -64. ’W-t a great fin 55, 378, 
159. brings deflation ib. 
je .} precious mercy p. 636. *tis in 
Cods hand ibid, how and why mens 
lives arc Jbortcncd 481. live apace 

5 yS 

ip-Libotir !ofi-labour P«IIo 

cr.fi whence P.?2S 

ffi r of ft hi: s mr.de up p. 5 6 5 

,itGcd,a;::!how p. 923, 9 ^. fufierfor 
him out cf love ib. 

"ft Wtirmncjje condemned P-701 

tiler over-magnified p. 689 


M Accrue? s Whence ft called P.55S 
Afngtftr.ites mu ft countenance Mi¬ 
ni ft ers p. 470. Exattours arc a 
pub lift peft 573. they muft fear 
God 666 . Si c Judges: 

Mu lac by, who p.(107,608 

Manner.- do all aright p. 662* in faith 
ibid. 

Marriages with Idolaters dangerous p. 

64S 

Meditation on God p. 850,852, 857. mo¬ 
tives to it 859. matter of meditati¬ 
on f'6l, manner 802. mcafurc 863. 
hinder anecs 864. helps ib. See Con - 

fide ration. 

Meek pirfons preyed on p.23O 

Ahtuory corrupt P* 373 

Mercy ami judgement to be ftpt p. 162. 
mercy abufed p. 8. limited to the faints 
early To* let it melt us 151. God dc- 
hohteth in it 929 

Merc hand ife aft full p. 4 48. but abufed, 
and how 449 

Merits p. 36 

Adini fters muft bee mb lame able p. 613. 
well maintained 02 2 , 66.9. may not 
preach till called to it 625. muft f peak, 
truth hoWfoezcr they fpeed 638,639. 
ft:all convert fouls 640. muft be able 
and apt to teach ib. and plainly 641. 
alledging Scripture ib. they mufi bee 
made welcome ib. fcandalous (JMini- 
fters 642. flatterers 645. they mttft 
repeat 
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repeat the fame points 47. ttfc all 
means to win men 95. bee fatihfutt 
239. Adsnifters are Saviours, and 
how 303. muft be content with mean 
things 329. parafiticall preachers a 
plague 347, 351. The beft have fmall 
fnccejfc 300. th y muft both fay and 
do well 441, 442. taft their beft op¬ 
portunities 469. muft bee knowing 
men ib. cry aloud 51. Sat a ns ffite at 
t hem 516. may lofo their abufed gifts 
574. their hard labour 587. burthen 
606. Minifters muft bee exatt 612, 
639. they arc flighted, if poor 617. 
they are the worft men if Wicked 62 1. 
thfoe that fount them are curfod 670. 
how they are bcgrutcht, and beguiled 
6-ji. they muft preach home “to the 
confidence 690. 

Mocftng : goodneffe derided P-J2I 

Money monarch of this World p.229 

Mofes praiftd pi C6 

Mukitv.de not to be followed p. 704 £0 to 
heaven alone rather 707 
Mart her a foul ftn p. 56, 58 

Mntuall help P- 49^,5 52 


A Good Name gotten by holineffc p.644 
ignominy fruit of iniquity ib. and 
6 34. be not over-tenacr of /by good 
name 328 

Nation, til finnes bring national/plagues 
p. 590 

Nineveh a great city 30 J, J20. deflated 
305,306 

Nullifidians p. 43 j 


O Bedience, Zebu’s partiall p. 6,7. obey 
God rather then man 85,86 
Obftinate in fin p. 77, 78, 94, 100. bee 
not fo 654. fame love to thwart God 
609 

Occafronsof frn : fbun them P- 7 2 

Offers of grace flighted p. Co 4 

Old age ftpt unfitted p.106 

Omiffions are dangerous finnes p. 109 
945 

Oppreffours are Cannibals p. 349. their 
evil-got goods proffer not 295, but 
are eurfed 474. Shun their finne 
646 


P A are S %9 9 id ° UterS P * lS * Pa £' M * th V 
Patience of God no quittance p j 

Patient, be in mifery p. 892. and hoW 893 
894 

Paul cenfstredp. y C 6. and Mar?: 

Peace and truth together p.552 

Perjury a great fin, and heavily punifbed 
P* 533 > 664, 665 

Perfocutours plagued p. 209. they help to 
increafe the Church p. 220. wo toJuch 
900- God is againft them, and Why 
902. See Enemies. 

P leafare- mongers p. 224. a notorious one' 
p. 266 3 

Plenty is from God p 4^ 

Polygamy unlawful Land why p .6y\ 652 
Policy: rcafon of State p, ^ Q y 

Pope not infallible p. 64o. hit infolencj 
and ufurpation 269. hit foul-mur- 
ther 401 , hit bewitching fuperftition 
408. he is over-magnified by his para- 
fries 870 

Poverty preyed on p. 277. deftifod 4*4. 

no prejudice before God 909 910 
Power of G.d p, gtf 7 , St 9 . f e „ hi „ 
therefore 872. truftin him 873. fub- 
mit unto him 874, 875. comforts flow- 
from it 87s. Sec God. 

Vrattije : be doing p . 483, 684. faints 
prattifo 8S4 

Praife God for his mercy p-930 

Prayer: pray and faint not p. 620. per- 
fon muft firft be accepted 6-2. The 
power of prayer 37, 211, 217, 270, 

. 4-i°> 876, 877. as ft and have 559, 
pray came ft ly 541, »tis a necefirj 
duty 177. Gods libera fl anfwers z 05. 
He hearerb prayers 2 j8 . 388, 424. 
bold acceffe to him 417. Wicftd cannot 
pray 620. ner be heard ib. how to 
ftnoWour prajets are heard 837 
Preaching: what it is p. 84. twice a day' 
493 

Pride 79,80. its pitturc 420. it precedes 
a fall 4 56 

Prins fiigmata Landis p. 

Proccffions, popifh p.165 

Vrocraftination is great eft foHj p. 471. 

punifbed 944 

Prodigies in heaven p.2io 

Priviledges of faints p. 896, price of a 
faint 902. honour fuch ib. 108. their glo¬ 
ry at the Refurrettion 904, 905. their 
priviledges privative and pofitive 925,926. 

D d d d Promfo 
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Promifes of God : they flail be perfor¬ 
med p. 636, 637. they are a 

ftrong-hold 558- fray them over 
848. mixt with menaces and why 
5 66 . 

Prophecy obfcttre p- 537 

Projperity ; no Jure figne of piety p.i 63 
it caujcth pride 170, 420, fl.ijeth the 

wicked 134, 7 ** 73 ? 7 + 

Providence of God : Doubt not of it p.424, 
fee 882. He will preferve his and pro¬ 
vide for them 878 

Pfaints : book of Pfalms praifed p. 442, 
443 

Publike, mofi to be minded P» 47 6 

Puniflment waiteth upon finne p. 59, 

217, 53 i» 535 , 545 > * 7 °, 843 

puniflment in kind 6 3 . in all forts of 
finners 76. puniflment infenfible 87. 
onemifehief after another 260 

R 

R Ain, how taken in Scripture p.6o,. 
it is font God 560, 673,24?. Do- 
Urine refembled to it 246. rain of 
blood a 10 

Reformation was ever oppofed p. 630. what 
Magif rates and Minifiers are to do 
in it 631 

Relapfe not p. 587. let the relapfed return 
to God, and how 28 

Religion reproached as rebellion p. 272, 
273. otherwife reproached 45 5. mix¬ 
tures in it 446. It is the beauty and 
bulrvark^of a land 512 
Remijflon of Jinne a great comfort p. 519, 
Cbrifts rightcou/nejfe imputed ib. 
Repentance the parts of it p. 27. the Vir¬ 
tue of it 39. mercy leads to it 40. nc- 
ciffity of it 192. there is a naturall 
and morall repentance 3’21. Reforma¬ 
tion is the beft repentance 3 24. See 
Converfen. 

ReftmbleGod,and therein p. 912. 

Reftitution is neceffarj p. 3 24 

RcfurrcElien : it is Jure p. 319. and will 
be glorious 562,904,905. 

RetraEb trrows and evilpraEtifes p. 586 
Revenge p. 226 

Reward of rigbteoufnejfe is liberall p. 673. 
God remembreth and requiteth all his 
839. and why ib. 840,841. his 
fervice is verygainfull 842,843,849* 
See gain of godlinejfc. 

Righteoufneffe of Chrifi imputed to w p. 

932 


Romifl Edomites p. 610, llomijh cruelty 
347. Romes filth 611. its pride and 
downfall 65. avarice 66. *tis dege¬ 
nerate 206. muft be burnt ib. Romes 
mine 609. 


S 

S Abbath profaned p. 128. mufi be our 
delight 176. benefit of it ib. 

Sacrifices flirituall to be offered to God p. 

625. our fclves eflee tally ib. 

Sacrilidge a great finne p. 215. p unified 
66 8,670 

Saints are earthly Angels p. 608. their 
finnes are mofi grievous 6zf. God 
will own them , and honour them 897, 
8$6.deflifc them not for their outward 
meantmffe 906. their honour 907 
Scandall to be /burned p. 239. Jcundalous 
Adinifiers 642. Prof e/fours 23 I 
Scriptures commendation p, 120, 121. 
See Word. 

Seek. God p. 14*5 

Selah what it importeth P-4?2, 

Seducers dangerous p. 584. they mufi be 
JUgmatized 585* not tolerated 584. 
fee 588. they are hardly ever recove¬ 
red 587. 

Self-dentaR to be fiudied p. 705,801 

Selfifeekers p. 137. fclf-afcribers 423, 
542 

Senfuality p. 68,224, 766 
Septuagint tranflate amiffe p. 629, 620, 
628 

Security fore-runneth mine p. 263, 427 
Serve God with the befi p. 615. net with 
flubbenng fervice ib. 676. ferve 
him with foul and body too 625. Icve 
Gods fervice 27 6. lame devotion 6x8. 
honour of Gods fervice 687. he high¬ 
ly accepteth our performances 825, 
826,827, &c. He rejetteth the fer¬ 
vice s of the wicked , and why 829, 
830. and that’s their miftry 8 31: 
let them therefore repent ib. Rlejfe 
God for acceptance of our fervices 
834. get into Gods fervice 84 6. 
and ferve him earneftly 846. God. 
how to bee ferved giy. firve God, 
and why 937. He accepteth fmall fer¬ 
vices 938, 939. how he i<s to be fer¬ 
ved 945. 

Setledneffe to be laboured after p. 618 
Sicknefe fruit of finne p. ? 7 8 j 379 

Sight of Jin is before farrow p. 580 

Silence in due feaf in P* -57 

Similics 
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Similics hoto to be ufed p.164 

Singing a Goflel-Ordinauce p.40 

Sincerity accepted p.98 

Sinne a great burthen p. 606, 607. It 
maketh God to difown people 634, to 
drfiroy them 23. remember it not with 
delight 42. the filth of finne 78,518. 
hatefull to God 143. tflecially if ite¬ 
rated 223. ’tis deceit full 293. the 
great eft folly sly. hardly parted, 
with 6 49. faints finnes are mofi hai- 
nous 23 6 . difference of their fins from 
other 933. adde net fin to fin 549 
Sir,Whence p.525 

Slandering p. 85,86. make-bdtes 417 
Sorrow, god\y p. 198. irfollows upon fight 
of Jin 580. ’jis deep 581. greateft of 
all farrows 581, 582. ft is fecret ib. 
fv ts of farrows ib. 

Souls have no f. exes p. 373. the worth of 
a foul 4:9. it comes from God , and 
is like him 579. not propagated 65 3. 
precious ib. 

Spanifi greitneffe p.418 

Spi its fi ft Work-in the heart p. 852 
Strength of a faint wherein P *579 

Stumbling at the word dangerous p.642 
Submiffionhath mtrey p. 249 

S ffer for God p.144 

Super flit ion pompous p. 70. prodigall 

375 , , 

Suopir: Come prepared to the Lords Sup¬ 
per p.616 

Swearing a common finne p. 532. dange¬ 
rous 55 

Sweating-Jhkntffe p. 247, 310 


are flighted 413. till felt 491 
Ttme-fervers py OI 

Tit kings, whence P- 345 

Tythes to be payed p.66? 

lythe and be rich p. 673, 674 
Tongue: order it Well p. 383 .an ill tongue 
dtftruUive 407 

Treachery to be avoyded p 646 

Trinity of per fens knoVon of old _ p.484 
Truth : little is to be found p.53. ’tis id 
taken 257. bated 256,274 
Truft in God hath fecurity p. 396413.^ 
triumph of Truft 420. Truft in Gods 
mercy 930 

Tumults outragiotts P **47 

Turks Empire great p.418 .hoft they ufe 
their Afapi 420 

Turn to God. See Converfion , and Re¬ 
pentance . 


V Ittory is of God , and a great bleftng 
p. 68 6 . tflecially that over corrupti¬ 
on ib. 

Vnity feek. it p. 646. ftttdy it 462, 
Chriftian union 690 

Zlnfetlednejfe in judgement p. 618 

ZSntha»\fulneffe a grave p. 608,609. a 
great finne 231 .It exafperateth the 
Lord $yz 

Vnworthy Receivers p-93? 
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Faults ejc.spcd in the Commentary. 

P Age 2. line 30. read in the gall p.7 1 - 5 -wall r valley, ib I.7 .Tent r. »cal. p.ia! 32. fyirituallr. 

fpictfull. p. 15-1.53. required r. rel'crved. p tS. 1-53 r - direftly. P-4* 1 49- Collier r.Caloitr. p. 
a< 1 28. r. Koninca Junt. P.38.U8. lack r. like. p.41.1.43. duties r.deicies. P-44-1 15. futablcr fu- 
abie p <5 1.5.hartsr. houfes. p.56.1.55 tdoniitetr.Sodomites, p 60.1.46.r. dendcd. p.62.1-9* 
r.blind) lhall be darkned p.7?.l. 1 i-And r. a pull. p. 77.1-2?. feribesr. ftnpes. l>-7 8-L13 r.world. 
p.92.1.43.r acquired, p.95-1.42. taking r. talking. p.io7*U r«m- p.‘28.1 a.r- obferving.ib l 4. 

v ■' ■ • ■■ ■— ’ —-0.141.1.35 r. jUtafter. p 166.I.3B.t.Cynls. p.189.1. 

p 242.1.23 r.Zcgedine. p.26i./.j8.r.heac- 

«uc p.*7«...*5r r .-y __ ___ .1.6. r-fatand. p. 295 . 1 - 3 S- r.alive.p.296.1. 

41 .r'zopyrus& $$. Cyneai&l. 56.r.Pyrrhu/ p.299.1 38.r.Pyrgopolynices. p.310.1.4o.r.due, P-?>4. 
].2o. r.tbin. p.315.U8.r.promifes. p 316.1 2.r.tight hand, p.317.1 $saffktu. p.321,1 32.r.exculcd. 
8cl.a4.i.(uni.8c 35.r.conceived, p.326 I.23 r.becagna;. ib.I.;6.r.zeal. p.331.1.6.r.qiiartaa. p 334.1.8. 
r pour o«t. p.365 U3.r.eat p.372.1.7 J-rheirs. ib.32. dele fin. p 374 1 . 53 - r.dcjeded. p.384.145J. 
Well. 0.400.1,31 .r.Voliorcetes. ib-l-35.r.Difiipatores. p.405.1.6.r.Leb p 420.I 53-r.devoting. p.429. 

1 47 .r a ngle. p.435.1 t.r impofture p.437.1.34 r.tharythen. p 438.1.18. r.lpeciall.p. 441.1.29 r.grie- 
vous. p.445.1.53.r.mawmers.p,449.1.54.r.niW/. p.452.1 i4.r. Gain: p.4S8-1.26.r bare. p459-l35-r. 
oremifes. p.465.1.41 r.Iifllcfncfie. p.471 1.9.r.mad. p 472 I.19. i.certc non. p.486.1.6 r acclamation, 
p. 490.1. ao.r.e.rat. p. 513 1. 51. r. cntcle. p. 527.1 3 3-r. unpayable ib. s3.r. fomewhere. p.548, 
t.morseft p.550.1.49 r. few, truc,and ponderous, p 580. 1.43.4. can the waters now p. 587 l46.r. 
miniftery therefore- p.589 1.58.r. feattered and fhattered. p 610.I. i2.r whilcme, p.614.1.5. r.Ofone 
not at all. ib I.16 r.glove p.616 1.48.r.they. p.634.1.4n.r. peftilen e. p.635 l.37.r.ccntrary to Me- 
vent p. 637.I S.r.falfifie. p.642.1.19. after father yl/iqaddc, Manaffeb dtgcncrateth into Aba^, p.648. 
l.i r . by Gods good laws, p 65o.l.35.r. jUtu. p.664124. T.adulterium. ib* 1.52.r. light, p.677.1.24.1.a 
llurre. p.6?4.1.i6.r. inferiour bodies. 

Faults efcaped in the Righteous mans Recommence. 

P ag 695 I.57 r.caring. p.708.1.46.r.charafter.p.810 1.54.r.fetand feiious p 823.1.3 r.vice. P.S24 
1. a i.r. trading. p 8 25.1-33.r. he heardand took. p. 843.1.44-r.we cannot better convince p.849 
J.arf.r.mock. p,85i.l.i8.r.light, p.8<a l.o rjaiabrood. p 8*4 J.io.r.jog: ib. 5o.r.coi)lcrvation.p.86o 
1 jo.t te»cbct= p. boi.i. iS.r.creatures. p.965.1.12.r.extrafling. p.87 i.kair. with them, p.876 1.7.r. 
from the p.879 1.6.r.tnvifible. p.883:J.i4r.rfwre.p. 890.1.3.^ frowardnefle. p.897.1.38 dele and 
fuch.p.899• 1. a8.r.waxed,p.9oo.i.4o.r.Doegs. p.v07-l.39-r coveting. p.9ii.l.33.r-good.p.927.1 38,r. 
felling-ib* 1*41. r.frailties.p. 929.1.24.r. David, ib.25 r.asrejoyceth. ib 1.4i.r.quiets. p.9?6.I.i5.r. 
baffled p.938. l43.rfxhortation.p.939.1.38.r.thenremembred they that. ib l.5a,r induce.p.940.1.47 
r.flow of heart, p.943. 1.6.r betterneffe. ibj.53.r, flandered Gods houfe-keeping. 









